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INTRODUCTION, 


THOUGH  the  reftitude  of  my  intention  has 
hitherto  been,  and,  I  truft  in  God  !  ever 
will  be,  my  fupport,  in  the  laborious  taflc  of 
delineating  the  political  hiftory  of  this  country,  yet  I 
think  it  incumbent  on  m€  to  give  the  public  my  rea- 
fons  for  undertaking  a  fubjedl  w^hich  has  been  already 
treated  of  by  feveral  ingenious  and  learned  men. 
From  my  early  youth  I  have  read  with  delight 
thofe  hiftories  that  exhibit  Liberty  in  its  moft  exalted 
ftate,  the  annals  of  the  Roman  and  the  Greek  repub- 
lics. Studies  like  thefe  excite  that  natural  love  of  free- 
dom which  lies  latent  in  the  breaft  of  every  rational 
being,  till  it  is  nipped  by  the  froft  of  prejudice,  or 
blafted  by  the  influence  of  vice. 

The  effedl  which  almoft  conftantly  attends  fuch 
reading  operated  on  my  inclinations  in  the  flrongeft 
manner,  and  Liberty  became  the  objed:  of  a  fecondary 
worfliip  in  my  delighted  imagination.  A  mind  thus 
difpofed  can  never  lee  through  the  medium  held  up 
by  party-writers ;  or  incline  to  that  extreme  of  can- 
dour which,    by  colouring  the  enormous  vices,  and 
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INTRODUCTION. 

magnifying  the  petty  virtues,  of  wicked  men,  con- 
found together  in  one  undiftinguiflied  groupe,  the  ex- 
alted patriots  that  have  illuftrioufly  figured  in  this 
country,  with  thofc  time-ferving  placemen  who  have 
facrificed  the  moft  effential  interefts  of  the  public  to 
the  bafenefs  of  their  private  affedions. 

The  focieties  of  the  modern  ages  of  the  world  are 
hot  conftituted  with  powers  to  bring  to  an  impartial 
tribunal  men  trufled  in  the  higher  offices  of  the  ftate. 
Fame  is  the  only  reward  which,  in  the  prefent  times, 
true  virtue  hath  to  hope;  and  the  only  punifliment 
which  the  guilty  great  have  to  apprehend,  is  eternal  in- 
famy. The  weight  of  punifhmcnt  ought  ever  to  be 
determined  by  the  importance  of  the  confequences 
which  attend  the  crime :  In  this  ballance  the  vices  of 
men  in  public  characters  can  admit  of  no  alleviation. 
A  good  citizen  is  a  credit  to  his  country,  and  me- 
rits the  approbation  of  every  virtuous  man.  Patriots 
who  have  facrificed  their  tender  affedions,  their  pro- 
perties, their  lives,  to  the  intereft  of  fociety,  deferve 
a  tribute  of  praife  unmixed  with  any  alloy.  With 
regret  do  I  accufe  my  country  of  inattention  to  the 
moft  exalted  of  their  benefadors :  Whilft  they  enjoy 
privileges  unpofleffed  by  other  nations,  they  have  loft 
a  juft  fcnfe  of  the  merit  of  the  men  by  whofe  virtues 
thefe  privileges  were  attained  ;  men  that,  with  the 
hazard  and  even  the  lofs  of  their  lives,  attacked  the 
4  formidable 
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formidable  pretenfions  of  the  Stewart  family,  and  fet 
up  the  banners  of  liberty  againft  a  tyranny  which  had 
been  eftablifhed  for  a  feries  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ^^and  this  by  the  exertion  of  faculties, 
which,  if  compared  with  the  barren  produce  of  mo- 
dern times,  appear  more  than  human.  Negled  is  not 
the  only  crime  committed  againft  thefe  facred  charaders. 
Party  prejudice,  and  the  more  deteftable  principle  of 
private  intereft,  have  painted  the  memoirs  of  paft  times 
ia  fo  falfe  a  light,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  we  can 
trace  features,  which,  if  juftly  defcribed,  would  exalt 
the  worthies  of  this  country  beyond  the  fame  of  any 
fet  of  men,  which  the  annals  of  other  nations  can  at 
any  one  period  produce. 

To  do  juftice  therefore  to  the  memory  of  our  illuf- 
trious  anceftors  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  my  fmall  abi- 
lities, ftill  having  an  eye  to  public  liberty,  the  ftandard 
by  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  meafure  the  virtue  of/" 
thofe  charaders  that  are  treated  of  in  this  hiftory,  is' 
the  principal  motive  that  induced  me  to  undertake  this 
intricate  part  of  the  Engliffi  hiftory.  If  the  execution 
is  deficient,  the  intention  muft  be  allowed  to  be  meri- 
torious ;  and  if  the  goodnefs  of  my  head  may  juftly  be 
queftioned,  my  heart  will  ftand  the  teft  of  the  moft 
critical  examination.  In  this  country,  where  luxury 
has  made  a  great  progrefs,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
the  people  of  fortune  will  fathom  the  depth  of  politics, 
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•  or  examine  the  voluminous  colledllons  in  which  can  only 
be  found  a  faithful  reprefentation  of  the  important 
tranfadions  of  pad  ages.     It  is  the  bufinefs  of  an  hif- 
1  torian  to  digeft  thefe,  and  to  give  a  true  and  accurate 
I  fenfe  of  them  to  the  public.     I  have  ever  looked  upon 
a  fuppofed  knowledge  of  fads  feen  in  the  falfe  mirror 
of  mifreprefentation  as  one  of  the  great  banes  of  this 
country.     Individuals  may  err,  but  the  public  judg- 
ment is  infallible.     They  only  want  a  juft  information 
of  fads  to  make  a  proper  comment.     Labour,  to  at- 
tain truth,  iiftcgrity  to  fet  it  in  its  full  light,  are  indif- 
penfible  duties  in  an  hiftorian.     I  can  affirm  that  I  am 
not  wanting  in  thofe  duties.     The  invidious  cenfures 
which  may  enfue  from  ftriking  into  a  path  of  literature 
rarely  trodden  by  my  fex,  will  not  permit  a  felfifh  con- 
fideration  to  keep  me  mute  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
virtue,  whilft  the  dodrine  of  flavery  finds  fo  many  in- 
terefted  writers  to  defend  it  by  fraud  and  fophiftry,  in 
oppofition  to  the  common  reafon  of  mankind  and  the 
experience  of  every  age.     Abfurd  as  are  the  principles 
and  notions,  on  which  the  dodrine  of  arbitrary  power 
is  eftabliihed,    there  have  been  ever  in  this  country 
found  many  to  adopt  it.     The  vulgar  are  at  all  times 
liable  to  be  deceived,  and  tliis  nation  has  ever  produced 
a  number  of  bad  citizens,  v^ho,  prone  to  be  corrupted, 
have  been  the  ready  tools  of  wicked  minifters  and  the 
Xealous  partizans,  in  a  caufe  big  with  the  ruin  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  deftrudion  of  that  felicity  which  the  in- 
dividuals 
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dividuals  of  this  country  have  for  fome  years  enjoyed. 
It  is  juftly  remarked  by  an  able  writer,  *'  That  there 
may  be  a  fadion  for  the  crown  as  well  as  againft  it, 
and  confpiracies  againft  freedom  as  well  as  againft  pre- 
rogative." Whofoever  attempts  to  remove  the  limita- 
tions neceflary  to  render  monarchy  confident  with  li- 
berty, are  rebels  in  the  worft  fenfe ;  rebels  to  the  laws 
of  their  country,  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  reafon, 
and  the  law  of  God.  Can  there  be  fuch  men  ?  was  I 
to  put  the  queftion  to  my  own  heart,  it  would  anfwer, 
that  it  was  impoflible  there  fhould  be  fu6h.  But  the 
annals  of  this  country  have  a  fliameful  tale  to  tell,  that 
fuch  a  fadion  has  ever  exifted  in  this  ftate,  from  the 
earlieft  period  of  our  prefent  conftitution. 

This  fadion  has  not  only  prevented  the  eftablifliing 
any  regular  fyftem  to  preferve  or  improve  our  liberties ; 
but  lie  at  this  time  in  wait  for  the  firft  opportunity  that 
the  imperfedions  of  this  government  may  give  them,  to 
deftroy  thofe  rights,  which  have  been  purchafed  by  the 
toil  and  blood  of  the  moft  exalted  individuals  that  ever 
adorned  humanity.  To  fliew  the  caufes  of  fo  great 
a  malignancy  it  will  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  there 
are  in  every  fociety  a  number  of  men  to  whom  tyranny 
is  in  fome  meafure  profitable ;  men  devoid  of  every 
virtue  and  qualification  requifite  to  rife  in  a  free  ftate. 
The  emoluments  and  favours  they  gain  for  fupporting 
tyranny,  are  the  only  means  by  which  they  can  obtain 
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diftinftions,  which  in  every  equal  government  are  the 
rewards  of  public  fervice.  The  felfifli  affedions  of 
thefe  men,  exalted  above  worthier  citizens,  fancy  a  re- 
compenfe  in  this  exaltation  ample  enough  for  the  facri- 
jfice  of  their  liberty.  To  avoid  the  cenfures  of  injured 
pofterity,  their  children  are  brought  up  in  the  dodrine 
of  a  neceffary  fervitude,  and  are  taught  to  regard  the 
champions  of  liberty  as  the  difturbers  of  the  peace  of 
mankind.  Hence  is  produced  a  numerous  clafs  of  men, 
who  having  been  educated  in  the  principles  ot  flavery, 
become  the  deluded  inftruments  of  all  the  villainous 
purpofes  of  mean  ambition. 

Some  there  are,  who  envying  the  reputation  which 
illuftrious  charadters  have  acquired,  bend  their  endea- 
vours to  deftroy  the  genuine  notions  of  virtue  and  pub- 
lic utility,  on  which  the  fame  of  great  men  is  built. 
Others,  whofe  aftedions  are  of  fo  bafe  an  alloy,  that 
they  envy  the  independency  which  every  individual  of 
this  country  may  enjoy,  and  would  willingly  forfeit 
that  natural  privilege  to  fuperior  tyrants,  provided  they 
might  have  the  power  of  domineering  over  the  lower 
clafs  of  people.     Others  again,  who  having  drudged 
through  what  is  called  a  regular  education,  with  much 
learning  or  rather  reading,  but  without  judgment  to 
have  acquired  any  real  knowledge,  become  a  magazine 
of  other  men's  conceits,  and  commence  the  difciples  of 
the  firft  doflrine  which  accident  flings  in  their  way. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fcholars,  in  the  purfuit  of  fcience,  lofe  the  dif- 
tindions  of  common  fenfe,  and  are  as  obftinately  fixed 
in  the  prejudices  of  the  authors  with  whom  they  have 
converfed,  as  if  thefe  prejudices  were  the  produce  of 
their  own  imaginations.  Hence  proceed  thofe  oppofite 
opinions  among  the  fpeculative  part  of  mankind  in  re- 
gard to  popular  and  monarchical  privileges.  All  men 
can  acquire  the  jargon  of  terms,  but  the  depth  of  fci- 
ence is  only  to  be  attained  by  genius.  The  greater 
proportion  of  ignorance  there  may  be  in  a  difputant, 
the  more  relucftant  he  is  to  give  way  to  reafoning  that 
contradids  the  borrowed  opinions  which  he  has  taken 
in  the  grofs ;  he  looks  with  a  fovereign  contempt  on  hii 
antagonift,  not  becaufe  he  can  confute  his  arguments, 
but  becaufe  his  arguments  contradid  the  tenets  that  have 
been  laid  down  by  Hobbs,  and  other  writers  of  that 
ftamp.  Unequal  to  the  combat,  he  fkirmiflies  at  a  dif- 
tance,  wiliuUy  converfes  in  generals,  and  never  enters 
into  thofe  particulars  which  may  inveftigate  the  fubjed:- 
Men  like  thefe,  without  the  defire  of  attaining  truth> 
wrangle  but  lor  vidory ;  and  if  they  have  fenfe  enough 
to  fee  their  miflakes,  they  never  have  candor  enough. 
to  acknowledge  them. 

The  general  education  of  the  Englifli  youth  is  not 
adapted  to  cherifli  thofe  generous  fentiments  of  inde- 
pendency, which  is  the  only  charaderiftic  of  a  real  gen- 
tleman*    The  bufmefs  of  the  public  fchools  is  nothing 
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more  than  to  teach  the  rudiments  of  grammar,  and  a 
certain  degree  of  perfedion  in  the  Latin  and  Greek 
tongues.  Whilft  the  languages  of  thefe  once  illuftrious 
nations  are  the  objed:s  of  attention,  the  divine  precepts 
which  they  taught  and  pradifed  are  totally  neglcdled. 
From  the  circle  of  thefe  barren  ftudies,  the  fchool-boy 
is  tranfplanted  into  the  univerfity.  Here  he  is  fuppofed 
to  be  initiated  in  every  branch  of  knovi^ledge  which  dif- 
tinguiflies  the  man  of  education  from  the  ignorant  herd ; 
but  here,  as  I  am  told  and  have  great  reafon  to  believe, 
are  taught  dodrines  little  calculated  to  form  patriots  to 
fupport  and  defend  the  privileges  of  the  fubjed:  in  this 
limited  monarchy.  "  In  thefe  feats  of  education,  fays 
an  ingenious  author,  inftead  of  being  formed  to  love 
their  country  and  conftitution,  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
it,  they  are  rather  difpofed  to  love  arbitrary  government, 
and  to  become  flaves  to  abfolute  monarchy.  A  change 
of  intereft,  provocation,  or  fome  other  confideration, 
may  fet  them  right  as  to  the  public ;  but  they  have  no 
inward  principle  of  love  to  their  country  and  of  public 
liberty  ;  fo  that  they  are  eafily  brought  to  like  flavery, 
if  they  may  be  made  the  tools  for  managing  it."  The 
ftudy  of  hiftory  is  little  cultivated  in  thefe  feminaries, 
and  not  at  all  thofe  fundamental  principles  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  conftitution  on  which  our  anceftors  founded  a  fyftem 
of  government,  in  which  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  is  as 
abfolutely  inftituted  as  the  dignity  of  the  fovereign.* 

♦  I  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  late  excellent  inflitution 
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Yet  the  knowledge  of  thefe  fundamental  principles  are 
as  neceflary  to  underftand  this  fyftem  of  government, 
as  the  knowledge  of  them  was  neceflary  to  conftrud: 
it. 

The  form  of  the  conftitution  may  be  preferved, 
when  the  fpirit  of  it  is  loft  j  and  nothing  is  more  likely 
to  happen,  whilft  thofe  perfons  who  are  conftituted  to 
maintain  it,  are  ignorant  of  thofe  fundamental  princi- 
ples, on  which  the  barriers,  that  defend  civil  liberty 
from  prerogative,  are  founded.     Prejudiced  with  a  love 
of  flavery,  or  at  leaft  ignorant  of  the  advantages  of  li- 
berty, the  laft  part  of  the  education  of  the  men  of 
fortune  in  this  country,  is  what  is  called  the  tour  of 
Europe,  that  is  a  refidence  for  two  or  three  years  in 
the  countries  of  France  and  Italy.     This  is  the  finifli- 
ing  ftroke  that  renders  them  ufelefs  to  all  the  good  pur- 
pofes  of  preferving  the  birth-right  of  an  Englifliman. 
Without  being  able  to  diftinguifli  the  different  natures 
of  different  governments,  their  advantages,  their  dif- 
advantages ;  without  being  able  to  comprehend  how 
infinitely  they  affed  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  indi- 
viduals, they  grow  charmed  with  every  thing  that  is  fo- 
reign, are  caught  with  the  gaudy   tinfel   of  a   fuperb 

in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford ;  of  a  profcffion  of  the  common  Jaw  of 
England  j  which,  if  carried  on  with  the  fame  ability  and  fpirit  that  ' 
Dr.  Blackftone  has  begun  it,  muft  be  produ<5live  of  xh&  greatcft  public 
utility. 
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court,  the  frolic  levity  of  unrefledlng  flaves,  and 
thus  deceived  by  appearances,  are  rivetted  in  a  tafte  for 
fervitude. 

These  are  the  caufes  which  occafion  the  irrational 
inclinations  of  many  of  the  Englifh  people  in  regard  to 
government :   and  Vi^ould  to  God  that  thefc,  tho'  very 
important  in  themfelves,  were  the  only  ones  that  liberty 
had  to  fear.       In  forming    this  government  a   latent 
evil  crept  into  the  vitals  of  the  ftate,  and  hath  in  the 
courfe  of  time  poifoned  every  part  of  the  conftitution. 
Corruption,  that  undermining  mifchief,  hath  fapped 
the  foundation  of  a  fabric,  whofe  building  was  cement- 
ed with  the  blood  of  our  beft  citizens.      The  growing 
evil  hath  fpread  far  and  wide,  tainted  the  minds  of 
men  with  fuch  an  incurable  degeneracy,  that  the  virtue 
of  our  forefathers  is  become  the  ridicule  of  every  mo- 
dern politician. 

It  is  become  an  eftabliflied  maxim,  that  corruption 
is  a  neceffary  engine  of  government.  There  are  Tome 
amongft  us  who  have  not  been  afliamed  to  fay,  that  it 
is  proper  for  the  other  parts  of  the  legiflature  to  depend 
on  the  monarch  by  corruption  How  oppolite  this  is 
to  the  genius  and  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  is  too  appa- 
rent to  need  a  proof.  That  the  confcquences  of  it  are 
already  feverely  felt  in  this  country,  our  debts  and  heavy 
taxes  fatally  demonftrate.  How  deftruftive  it  is  to 
7  every 
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every  virtue  that  preferves  fociety,  or  dignifies  human 
nature,  is  as  apparent.  This  is  a  fad  but  certain  truth, 
that  corruption  is  fo  general  amongft  us  that  it  has 
diflblved  the  facred  bonds  of  mutual  truft.  By  the 
influence  of  bribery,  every  man  in  tbefe  days  has  a 
triple  temptation  to  fin  againft  his  country :  The  emo- 
luments of  favour ;  the  fear  of  being  laughed  at  for 
his  honefty;  of  being  abandoned  by  his  aflbciates, 
and  left  fingle  to  ftand  the  infults  of  a  vidorious 
fadtion. 

If  I  have  digrefled  from  the  fubjed  I  fet  out 
with,  which  was  to  inform  the  public  of  my  in- 
tention in  writing  this  hiftory,  they  will,  I  hope, 
excufe  a  warmth  which  national  evils  have  excited 
in  a  breaft  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  and  at- 
tached with  a  fervent  devotion  to  the  civil  rights  of 
my  country.  There  remains  nothing  now  but  to 
afllire  my  readers  that  I  fhall  finifh  this  morfel  of 
hiftory,  to  the  acceflion  of  the  Brunfvvick  Line, 
with  the  fame  indefatigable  induftry  that  I  have 
executed  this  fmall  part  of  it :  fand  having  nothing 
fo  much  in  view  as  the  inveftigation  of  truth,  fhall 
purfue  it  with  an  integrity  that,  I  think,  cannot 
juftly  be  called  in  queftion  by  the  moft  invidious 
inquifitors. 
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'  The  inaccuracies  of  ftile  which  may  be  found  in 
this  compofition,  will,  I  hope,  find  favour  from  the 
candour  of  the  public ;  and  the  defeds  of  a  female 
hiftorian,  in  thefe  points,  not  weighed  in  the  ballancc 
of  fevere  criticifm. 


;l!i 


A  D- 


ADDRESS  to  LIBERTY. 


/^  H,  firft  and  moft  benevolent  of  powers ! 

Come  from  eternal  fplendors ;  here  on  earth, 
Againft  defpotic  pride,  and  rage,  and  luft, 
To  fliield  mankind  ;  to  raife  them  to  aflert 
The  native  rights  and  honour  of  their  race. 
Teach  me,  thy  loweft  fubjed:,  but  in  zeal 
Yielding  to  none,  the  PROGRESS  OF  THY  REIGN; 
And  with  a  ftrain  from  thee  enrich  the  Mufe : 
As  Thee  alone  fhe  ferves,  her  patron  Thou, 
And  great  infpirer  be !     Then  will  {he  joy, 
Tho'  narrow  life  her  lot,  and  private  fhade. 
And  when  her  venal  voice  fhc  barters  vile. 
Or  to  thy  open  or  thy  fecret  foes. 
May  ne'er  thofe  facred  raptures  touch  her  more. 
By  flavifli  hearts  unfelt !  and  may  her  Work 
Sink  in  oblivion  with  the  namelefs  crew, 
Vermin  of  ftate  !  to  thy  o'erflowing  light 
That  owe  their  being,  yet  betray  thy  caufe. 

Thomsok. 
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•  The  inaccuracies  of  ftile  which  may  be  found  in 
this  compofition,  will,  I  hope,  find  favour  from  the 
candour  of  the  public ;  and  the  defefts  of  a  female 
hiftorian,  in  thefe  points,  not  weighed  in  the  ballance 
of  fevere  criticifm. 
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ADDRESS  to  LIBERTY. 


/^  H,  firft  and  moft  benevolent  of  powers  [ 

Come  from  eternal  fplendors ;  here  on  earth, 
Againft  defpotic  pride,  and  rage,  and  luft, 
To  fliield  mankind  ;  to  raife  them  to  aflert 
The  native  rights  and  honour  of  their  race. 
Teach  me,  thy  loweft  fubjedl,  but  in  zeal 
Yielding  to  none,  the  PROGRESS  OF  THY  REIGN  ; 
And  with  a  ftrain  from  thee  enrich  the  Mufe : 
As  Thee  alone  {he  ferves,  her  patron  Thou, 
And  great  infpirer  be !     Then  will  fhe  joy, 
Tho'  narrow  life  her  lot,  and  private  (hade. 
And  when  her  venal  voice  fhc  barters  vile, 
Or  to  thy  open  or  thy  fecret  foes. 
May  ne'er  thofe  facred  raptures  touch  her  more. 
By  flavifli  hearts  unfelt !  and  may  her  Work 
Sink  in  oblivion  with  the  namelefs  crew, 
Vermin  of  ftate  !  to  thy  overflowing  light 
That  owe  their  being,  yet  betray  thy  caufe. 

Thomson. 
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Note,  page  17,  line  11,  cead  /*  tcnfer  on  any  matter  0/  that  ntunre-^ttxt,  p.  18    \  % 
Kid,  indeid  of /,uS£ic  uti/ifj,  th*  good  of  ibe  tubUc-^^olt,  p.  45.  1.6.  xt^d  o<ctJknt\ 
"^Uall to  ne^quefii»n^tiOtt,^.y^,  1.  3,  read  fl/c/fl/r.j^-note,  p.74,  1.  10,  forrepentyr 
.zdreJentyr—Tooic,  p.  74,   1.  12,  for /aire  read /a^ra—note,  p.  74,  1.  13,  for  >ra 


read 


TCiulfera'-'f.  76,  J.  21,  read  %«^«fw.note.  p.  85.  1.  2,  read^/i;«A  «//,  but  no  pro. 
frtety  meaning  property^vioic,  p.  95,  1.  20.  read  /.  346— note,  p.  96,  1.  6,  read 
card.bolder—y,^-j,  J.  5,  hx  Abott  Kz^d  Abbot— noKt,  p.  120,  1.  6,  dele  e/*— note,  p. 
120,  1. 14.  for  ^^^»  read  ^5/fr#— note,  p.  ,20,  I.  31,  read  290  for  240— note,  p.  122. 
hg,  Ttzd  from  Mr,  John  Hala  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton^^.  157,  the  fen  ten  ce  begjonina. 
By  Jama  s  manner,  i^c.  ought  to  be  a  note— p.  1 57,  J.  27,  read  ivas  to  obtain  a  fup- 
ply  for  b,t  necej/ities— text,  p.  229,  1.  20,  read  the  prince— note,  p.  250,  I.  22,  read 
/eirefaaas—ttxu  p.  259,  line  22,  read  he  obtained—^.  308,  quotation  from  Ruft- 
W)rth,  p.  207— p.32p,  1.  a8,  read  epprejm  for  «»/^e^«»— note,  p.  365, 1.  5,  read /.  9, 
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CHAP.       I. 

AcceJTtm  of  James Treaty  with  France » 

the  King Conference  at  Hampton-Courts 


X^onfpiracy  againfi 
— A  Parliament » 


.treaty  of  peace  with  Spain. 

ON  the  deceafe  of  Elizabeth,  James  VI.  of  Scot-  Ann.  ,6oj. 
land  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  England.     By 
the  connexion  of  the  family  of  the  Stewarts  with 
the  Tudors,  through  Margaret  the  daughter  of  Heniy  VII. 
he  claimed  fuperiority  of  tide  ;   but  to  the  nomination  of 
Elizabeth  he   owed  his  peaceable  afcent  to   the  throne. 
This  princefs,   by  a   long  reign  and  many  favourable 
concurring  circumftances,  had  gained   an   entire  afcen- 
dency  over  the  hearts  and  opinions  of  her  fubje^s,  not- 
withftanding  that,  during  the  courfe  of  her  government, 
fhe  had  exerted  very  arbitrary  principles  of  fovereignty ; 
to  which  fhe  was  enabled  by  the  yetcherifhed  opinion  of 
royal  prerogative,  and  the  continuation  of  the  fame  re- 
ligious factions  which  had  fupported  a  like  exertion  in 
the  reign  of  her  father  Henry  VIII.  and  her  fifler  Mary. 
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Ann.  1603.        Elizabeth   died  on  March   24,    1603,  after  a  pro 
%  fperous  reign  of  forty-four  years.     Her  good  fortune  is 

in  nothing  more  coofpicuous,  than  in  the  unmerited 
fame  it  has  to  this  day  preferved  to  her.  The  vices  of 
this  princefs  were  fuch  as  could  not  exift  with  a  good  heart, 
nor  her  weaknefles  with  a  good  head :  but  to  the  unac- 
countable caprice  of  party-zeal  fhe  owes  the  reputation 
of  qualities  that  would  do  honour  to  a  mafculine  mind.. 


James  pro- 
claimed. 


Stow's  An- 
oals,  1631. 
p.  821. 


Ill 


Six  hours  after  her  deceafe,  James  her  fucccflbr  was 
proclaimed.  Great  was  the  impatience  of  the  people  to 
behold  their  new  fovereign ;  no  lefs  impatient  was  their 
fovereign  to  take  poJOTeffion  of  his  new  dignity.  His  imme- 
diate journey  from  Edinburgh  to  London  followed  the 
joyful  news  of  his  acceffion  *.  The  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple which  idlenefs,  curiofity,  and  intereft,  had  brought 
together,  was  fo  offenfivc  to  him  during  his  progrefs, 
that  he  iiRied  out  a  proclamation  forbidding  fuch  a  tu- 
mulmous  refort.  His  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  England, 
and  the  high  idea  he  had  conceived  of  his  prefcnt  power 
by  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  his  predecefTors,  made 
him,  upon  his  arrival  at  Newark,  guilty  of  the  abfurd 
violence  of  hanging  a  thief  without  form  or  trial  f.  His 
feverity  was  foon   after  exercifed  on  Valentine  Thomas, 

*  The  following  is  a  curious  paflage  in  a  letter  which  James  wrote 
from  Edinburgh  to  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  of 
London,  on  hearing  that  he  had  been  proclaimed  king.  "  Do  all 
whatfoever  things  you  (hall  find  necefiary  or  expedient  for  the  good 
government  of  the  faid  city  in  execution  of  juftice,  as  you  have  been 
ufcd  to  do  in  our  deareft  filler's  time,  till  our  pleafure  be  known  unto 
you  to  the  contrary."    MSS.  in  Br.  Mufeum^  fol.  7021.  no.  23. 

t  The  manner  in  which  he  was  addrefled  by  his  new  fubje<fls  did 
not  a  littk  contribute  to  give  him  romantic  notions  of  his  prcfent  for- 
tune. 
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of  whom  he  had  complained  to  Elizabeth  that  he  had  Ann.  uSoj. 
calumniated  his  condud.      This  unfortunate  man  was  in 
prifon  on  this  account,  at  the  time  of  James's  acceffion  ; 
who  immediately  brought  him  to  a  trial,  and  obtained  his 
condemnation  on  the  pretence  of  a  confpiracy  againft  Sto^v,  p.  82^. 
Elizabeth  and  fome  of  her  council. 

•   The   firft   national  tranfacSlion  in   which  he  engaged,  treaty  with 
Was  a  treaty  with  France,  extorted  from  him  by  the  im-  ^""^*'- 
portunity   of  Rofny  J,  whom  Henry  IV.  had   fent  into 
England  for  that  purpofe.      The  articles  contained  a  de- 
fenfive  league  between  France  and*England,  and  offen- 
five,  if  the  Spaniards,  who  were  the  then  dreaded  power 
in  Europe,  fliould  attempt  the  Netherlands.      This  fuccefs 
of  Rofny  was  extraordinary,  becaufe  James  had  an  aver- 
fion  to  the  Dutch  for  their  principles  of  freedom.     His 
chief  counfellor  at   this  time  was  Cecil,  created  by  him 
fucceffively  lord  Effindon,  vifcount  Cranboum,  and  earl 
of  Salifbury  §.     The  prefent  favour  of  this  minifter  fur^ 
prifed  ever>'  body ;  he  was  naturally  odious  to  James  on 
account  of  his  father's  enmity  to  Mary,  and  his  own 
oppofition  to  his  partizan  the  earl  of  EfTex  :  but  this  cun- 

tune.  The  letter  which  the  council  wrote  to  him  to  notify  their  hav- 
ing proclaimed  him  king,  begins  with  thefe  words  :  "  Right  high, 
right  excellent,  and  mighty  prince,  and  our  dread  fovereign  lord." 

X  Afterwards  Due  de  Sully.  It  appears  froni  Sully's  Memoirs  that 
both  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  diftributed  large  fums  among 
James's  minifters  and  courtiers,  to  bribe  them  to  their  refpeftive  in^ 
terefts. 

§  James  was  fo  lavifh  of  his  favours,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year 
he  created  fourteen  peers  ;  and  from  April  6  to  May  20,  he  had  made 
two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  knights.  The  earl  of  Southampton  and 
the  young  earl  of  Eflex  were  reftored  to  their  titles. 
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Ann.  i<5o3.  ning  courticr  had  ingratiated  himfelf  by  a  fea^et  com- 
fierce  during  the  latter  years  of  EUzabeth's  Hfe.  Not 
£o  was  the  fate  of  Sir  Waher  Raleigh,  a  leader  in  all  the 
intrigues  in  which  Cecil  had  been  engaged,  excepting  the 
laft. 


Confpiracy.         Among  the  many  difcontented  courtiers  which  a  change- 
of  royal  favour  had  occafioned,   Raleigh  and  the   lords, 
Grey  and  Cobham  were  the  moft  turbulent.      Their  in-- 
difcretion  ran  fo  high  as  to  affea:  their  lives  and  fortunes. 
A  kind  of  confpiracy*  with  Aremberg  the  Flemifh  am- 
baffador  was  charged  againfl  them  and  three  other  com-- 
moners,  viz.  Sir  Griffith  Markham,  Anthony  Copley,  and 
George   Brook,     brother    to    the    lord    Cobham»       The 
grounds  of  their  accufation  were  fome  bold  imprudent 
words  fpoken;  iQ  the  height  of  rcfentment.      The  ifliieof 
it  was  the  condemnation  of  all  the  accufed ;  though  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  could  not  be  brought  in   guilty  without 
the  violation  of  a  very  eflcntial  law  in    the  conilitution, 
there  being  no  other  evidence  than  a  written  one  f  to  ap- 

*  The  purport  of  the  confpiracy  was  to  fet  Arabella  Stewart,  tl;c 
king's  coufin-german,  upon  the  throne. 

t  This  was  the  lord  Cobham*s.  This  nobleman  had  been  betrayed 
into  an  accufation  of  Raleigh  ;  but,  on  a  fit  of  fickncfs,  he  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  him  :  «  Seeing  myfelf  fo  near  my  end,  for  the  dif- 
chargc  of  my  confcicnce,  and  freeing  myfelf  from  your  blood,  which 
elfe  will  cry  vengeance  againft  me,  I  proteft  upon  my  falvation  I  never 
pradifed  with  Spain  by  your  procurement.  God  fo  comfort  me  in 
this  my  afflidion,  as  you  are  a  true  fubjed  for  any  thing  I  know.  I 
will  fay  as  Pilate,  Puruyfum  a  fanguine  hujtis.     So  God  have  mercy  on 

my  foul  as  I  know  no  treafon  by  you." This  letter  was  produced  in 

court  by  Raleigh  :  but  his  enemies  brought  a  written  evidence,   con- 
tradic^ry  to.the  fenfe  of  this  letter,  figned  by  the  lord  Cobham.     Ra- 
leigh  deGred  his  accufer  might  be  brought  face  to  face ;  this  was  de- 
nied,. 
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pear   againft  him.       To  all  but  Brook  the  fentence  of  Ann.  1 60  j. 
death  was  mitigated  to  imprifonment  *. 

« 

The  plague  at  this  time  raged  with  fuch  unfparing  . 
violence,  as  to  carry  off  thirty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  stow,  p.  875. 
of  London  f  only.      To  the  Roman  Catholics  was  fuper- 
added  another  mortification.     The  bigotry  of  Mary,  the 
mother  of  James,   to  their  faith,  had  filled  tliem  with  a 
flattering  affurance  of  favour  from  her  fon  j   but  the  de- 
nial  of   a  toleration,    which  they   ftrenuoufly   folicited,. 
convinced  them  that  their  hopes  were  vain^ 

Of  all  the  qualities  which  marked  the  character  of 
James,  there  was  none  more  contemptible  than  a  pedan- 
tic difpofition,  which  he  had,  attained,  from  a  narrow, 
though  laborious,  education.  Some  fchool-learning  he 
had,  the  fruits  of  tliat  unwearied  application  which  is 
often  united  to  mean  parts  ;  of  that  learning  he  was  ri- 
diculoufly  vain.  His  vanity  was  much  heightened  by 
the  flattery  he  had  met  with  from,  the  minions  of  his 
Englifli  court..     He  was  eager  for  an  opportunity  of  dif- 

nied,  his  defence  over-n^ed,  and  the  jury,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour:s 
confultation,  brought  him  in  guilty.  Cobham  afterwards  declared, 
that  his  name  to  that  letter  on  which  Raleigh  xvas  condemned,  was 
fraudulently  obtained.  State  Tnds,  vol.  I.  p.  183.  Sir  Anthony  Wel- 
ietCs  Court  of  King  James,  1651.  p.  ^6,     Guthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  629.. 

♦  The  lord  Cobham,  the.  lord  Grey,  and  Sir  Griffith  Markhani, 
were  brought  to  the  biock,  before  the  warrant  of  reprieve  was  pro- 
duced. They  all  three  lived  and  died  in  great  penury.  Two  priefts, 
Watfon  and  Clerk,  were  convided  of  being  accomplices  in  this  con- 
fpiracy, and  executed. 

t  This  city  is  faid  to  have  contained  but  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  inhabitants  at  this  time. 
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Ann.  ,604.   playing  it  to  the  whole  nation.     Tlie  opportunity  was 
afforded  him  by  a  petition  from  the  *  Puritans  for  a  refor- 
mation  of    fundry  articles    of    the  eflabliOied   church. 
James  gave  them  hopes  of  an  impartial  debate,  though 
he  mortally  hated  all  the  reformers  fbr  the  rdlraints  they 
had  laid  upon  him  in  his  Scotch  government ;  reftraints 
which    were    altogether    incompatible    with    that    fond 
idea  he  had  entertained  of  monarchical  power.     In  this 
debate  James  was  to  prefide  as  judge ;  and  an  afTembly 
H^'r^'^^  churchmen  and  minifters  met  at  Hampton-Court  for 
Court.         this  purpofe.      From  judge  he  turned  principal  difputant, 
filencmg  all  oppofition  by   his   authority  and  loquacity. 
The  iiTue  of  the  conference  was  an  injunction  to  the  mi- 
niflers  to  confoim.     James  clofed  his  many  arguments 
with  thefe  powerful  ones  :   «  That  preibytery  agreed  as 
well  witli  monarchy   as    God  with  the  devil ;  that  he 
would  not  have  Tom  and  Dick  and  Will  meet  to  cenfure 
him  and  his  council ;"  a  demonllration  flrong  of  the  im- 
partiahty  he  had  promifed.     The  miniftcrs  were  obliged 
to   acquiefce,  without  other  convidlion   than   that  they 
were  miftaken  in  the  hopes  they  had  formed  from  his 
education.     Great  was  the  exultation  and  adulation  of  the 
churchmen  and  courtiers  on  this  occafion.  Chancellor  Eger- 
ton  cried  out,    "  He  had  often  heard  that  the  royalty  and 
priellhood   were  united,    but  never  faw  it   verified   till 
now."     Archbifliop  Whitgift  carried  his  flattery  ftill  far- 
ther  ;  «  He  verily  believed  the  king  fpoke  by  the  fpirit 
of  God  f."  ^ 

•  This  petition  was  figned  by  feven  hundred  and  fifty  clergymen. 

Bleffedbe  Gods  gracious  goodnefs,  faid  he,  who  hath  brought  me  into 
the  promifed  land ,  where  religion  is  purely profeffedj  where  Ifit  amongft 

grave. 
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Two  proclamations  followed  this  decifion  ;  one  com-  Ann.  ,604. 
manding  all  jefuits  and  priefts  that  had  oixiers  from  any 
foreign  power  to  depart  the  kingdom  f  ;  the  other  enjoin- 
ing the  Puritans  to  conform  to  the  eftabliftied  church. 
In  the  fpirit  of  the  one,  James  plainly  fhewed  that  his 
fole  objedlion  to  the  popilh  tenets  was  their  not  allowing 
his  fupremacy :  he  intimated  in  it  that  he  would  have  a 
regard  for  the  tender  confciences  of  thofe  that  could  not 
comply  with  the  church.  That  againft  the  Puritans  ba- 
nifhed  all  hopes  of  a  like  indulgence  f. 

grave,  reverend,  and  learned  men  j  not  as  before  elfewherc,  a  kinr 
without  ftate,  without  honour,  without  order,  where  beardlefs  boys  would 
^ve  us  to  our  face."  There  were  no  fmall  reafons  for  James's  zeal  for 
the  EnglifKbicrarchy.  Many  of  the  prelates  complimented  him  with 
unhmited  power;  while thediflenters  hampered  him  with  thedodtrines 
of  law  and  confcience.  After  he  had  anfwered  the  objedions  urged  by 
the  prefbytenan  minifters  with  the  fame  logic  as  may  be  found  in  the 
fpecimens  already  mentioned,  he  added,  «  If  this  be  all  your  party 
hath  to  fay,  I  will  make  them  conform  themfelves,  or  elfe  I  will  harrie 
them  out  of  the  land,  or  elfe  do  worfe,  only  hang  them,  that's  all." 

t  At  the  end  of  this  proclamation  is  a  hint  towards  a  political  uni- 
formity in  matters  of  religion  between  all  Chriftian  monarchs.  To  this 
Icheme,  which  James  had  early  planned,  may  be  imputed  many  of 
thofe  abfurdities  which  frequently  occur  in  his  condud. 

t  The  Puritans  about  this  time  fuffered  fo  fevere  a  perfecution  that 
they  were  driven  to  offer  a  petition  for  relief  to  the  king  whilft  he  was 
taking  the  diverlion  of  huming.  James  was  fomething  ftartled  at  this 
unexpeded  intrufion,  and  very  gracioufly  direded  them  to  depute  ten 
ot  the^r  members  to  declare  their  grievances  to  the  council  Thefe 
deputies  no  fooner  made  their  appearance  before  the  council,  than 
they  were  knt  to  jail ;  and  Sir  Francis  Haflin^s,  Sir  Edward  Mon- 
tague, and  Sir  Valentine  Knighdy,  under  whole  protedion  they  had 
thus  aded,  were  turned  out  of  the  lieutenantcy  of  the  county  and  the 
commiflion  of  the  peace,     mnweod's  Memorials,  lyis.  vol;  IL  p.  36.  48. 
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James   now  tailed   of    all   the  enjoyments  he  mod 
aflfeaed  ;    lurrounded    with    flatterers,     he   fnuffed    up 
continually    the    inccnfe   of   his    own  praife*       With 
the  reputation  of  bufmefs  he  indulged   his  paflion  for 
idlenefs.     He  affedbed  to  decide,  by  his  judgment,  all 
affairs  both  civil    and  religious ;   yet  devoted  his  whole 
time  to  amufement.     His  days  were  fpent  in  hunting  or 
idle  compofition  -,  his  evenings  in  all  the  variety  of  en- 
tertainments which  the  ingenuity  of  the  queen  his  wife 
could  procure  him.     Of  the   Scotch  gentry,  thofe  that 
followed   the  court,  or  were   attached  to  the  hierarchy, 
imitated  much  the  levity  and  freedom  of  French  manners: 
on  the  contrary,  thofc  who  were  attached  to  puritanifm 
affcded  feverity  and  rcfcrve.     The  prcfent  fortunc\ind 
favour  of  James  gave  many  of  the  firft   an  opportunity 
of  indulging  their  taRc  in  a  more  cx|>cnfive  manner  than 
the  narrowncfs  of  their  former  circumftanccs  would  ad- 
mit f.      This  humour  coincided    cxn^ly    with   that   of 
their  prince. 

Among  the  number  of  proclamations  that  were  continu- 
ally  iiTued  from  royal  authority,  there  was  one  which  or- 
dained an  annual  fdlival  in  remembrance  of  ihe  king's 
deliverance  from  the  famouj*  Cowry  confpiracy.     This 

•  He  was  extolled  as  the  Solomon  of  the  age,  nnd  was  the  Ctrd  king 
of  England  flattered  with  the  abfurd  tide  of  ^Acn:x[  Majefty. 

t  The  firfl  difguft  which  James  gave  his  Englilh  fubjceh,  was  the 
profufion  of  favours  that  he  bellowed  on  his  Scotch  followers.  'l*hc 
duke  of  Lenox,  the  earl  of  Mar,  the  lord  Hume,  lord  Kinlof*,  Sir 
George  Hume,  and  fecrCtary  Elphinglion,  were  added  to  the  privy-coun> 
cil  Sir  George  Hume  was  created  earl  of  Dunbar  >  Hay  was  created 
vifcount  Doncafler,  then  carl  of  Carlinet  and  Hamray  was  created  earl 

was 
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was  a  compliment  which  the  Scotch  prefbytery  had  de-  Ann.  1604. 
nied  him,  under  the  mortifying  pretence  of  not  confiding  ^ 

enough  in  his  veracity  to  be  certain  of  its  reality.  " 


The  time  for  the  expefted  meeting  of  the  parHament  Prt^ciama- 
now  approached.  A  proclamation  which  came  out  *^°°* 
with  the  writs  was  remarkable  for  the  faimefs  of 
its  afpea,  and  the  pemidoufnefs  of  its  tendency: 
prohibitions  which  interfered  with  the  fubjefts  right  of 
eledling,  were  veiled  with  an  appearance  of  candor 
which  fluded  tlnrir  confcqucnccs  from  iIk:  c>'C8  of  die  ig- 
norant. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  Nfarch,  the  great  council  of  the  P*iii*««t. 
nation  met.     James  wa$  dctcnnined  to  Ihinc  in  the  dou- 
ble capacity  of  king  and  orator,    and  addtt^ed  the  af- 
fcmbly  in  a  copiom  harangue.     After  having   thixxwn 
out  nuny  hints  concerning  die  fufficicnt  right  Ik:  had  at- 
tained  from  his  title ;  he  cxpieffcd  his  fatiafacHon  for  die 
cordial  reception  lie  had  received  fi-om  his  fubjofls.  on 
his  firft  entry   into  his  ncv^-  kingdom.     ^  Shall  I  cver,>.«A«r 
faid  he.  nay,  can  I  ever  be  able,  or  nulier  fo  unaWc,  in  Jtj.?"^ 
memory,    as  to  forget  your  uncxpcAed  rcadincfs  and     *    ^*^*" 
alacrity,  your  ever  memorable  rcfoluiiou,  and  your  moll 
won<lcrfuU  conjunifVion  and  larmony  of  your  beam,  in 
declaring  and  embracing  mc  as  your  undoubted  and 
lawfiill  king  and  go\'crnour  >  or  Qiall  it  ever  be  blotted 
out  of  my  mind,  how  at  my    fiiil  entry  into  this  king- 
dom, the  people  of  all  forte  rid  and  ran,  .lay  lathcr  flew 
to  meet  mc  :  dicir  cya  flaming  i>othing  but  fparklc^  of 
aflfeftion  ;    their  mouths  and  tongues  uttering  nothing 
but  founds  of  joy  j  dicir  liands,  feet,  aad  all  die  xtft  of 
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Ann.  1604.  their  members,  in  their  geftm'cs  difcovcring  a  paffionaic 
longing  and  carneftncfs  to  meet  and  embrace  tlieir  new 
fovereign."  He  then  expatiated  on  the  manifold  blef- 
fings  England  had  received  in  his  perfon,  which  would 
make  their  meafure  of  happinefs  full,  if  the  two  nations 
were  united  in  one  kingdom.  "  He  was  the  hufband, 
lie  •  faid,  and  the  whole  illand  his  lawful  wife  ;  and  he 
hoped  no  one  was  fo  unreafonable  as  to  think  that  a 
Chriftian  king  under  the  Gofpel  fhould  be  a  polygamifl, 
and  hufband  two  wives."  He  opened  to  them  his  opinion 
and  intentional  condudl  towards  the  Papifts  and  Diilen- 
tcrs.  "  He  acknowledged  the  Roman  Catholic  to  be  the 
mother  chmxh,  tho  defiled  with  fome  impuritys.  He 
did  not  with  the  doun  throwing  of  the  temple,  but  that 
it  might  be  purged  and  cleanfed  from  corruption ;  he  had 
not,  like  Rehoboam,  increafed  their  burdens,  but  light- 
ened them,  as  much  as  time,  occafion,  or  law,  could 
•permit ;  and  was  even  then  confidering  how  fome  oves- 
tures  might  be  propofed  to  the  prefent  parliament,  to 
lighten  the  burden  of  laws  againft  them.  He  would  be 
content,  for  Iris  part,  to  meet  them  half  way,  fo  that  all 
novelties  might  be  renounced  on  both  fides.  As  to  tlie 
fedls  of  Puritans  and  Novellifts,  being  impatient  of  fupe- 
.  riority,  they  were  unfufTcrable  in  any  well-governed  con^ 
monwealth ;  his  courfe  towards  them  he  remitted  to  his 
proclamation  made  on  that  fubjedt.!' 

This  fpeech,  which  was  tedioufly  prolix,  did  not  gain 
the  applaufe,  nor  produce  the  fatisfacflion  which  James 
expected  ;  or  rather  it  difi&tisfied  every-body.  The  Ro- 
man-catholics were  not  content  with  his  diftindlions^ 
though  he  had   hinted   that  his  only  objection  to  their 

faith 


faith   was  the    fingle  tenet  of   allegiance   to  the  Pope.  a...  .6<>«. 
The  Puritans     a  then  numerous  fed  in  England.  weref„tr.k 
exafperated  at  h.s  branding  them  as  a  peftilent  fet  of  peo- 
ple deftrudtive  to  the  common-weal.     The  Proteftants  in 
general  difliked  his  favourable  declarations  to  the  Papifts 
and  the  whole  nation  was  offended  attlie  hints  he  thre^«^ 
out  towards  an  union  with  Scotland. 

After  a  recognition  of  the  King's  title,  the  firft  motion 
of  the  Commons  was  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances.  The 
following  ones,  as  the  moft  notorious,  were  enumerated 

a  WthL  "^  r°^  The  w^dfhips  of  men's  children  jc„™.s  .r ' 
a  bmthen  and  fervitude  to  the  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom  >  ?* """'"'  '^ 
The  general  abufe  and  grievance  of  purveyors  and  cart-™~'s'- 
takers  :  Particular  and  private  patents,  commonly  called 
Monopolies  *:  Difpenfations  in  penal  flatutes:  Tranfpor- 
tations  of  ordnance  f :  Abufes  of  the  Exchequer. 

In  a   conference  t  with  the  Ix)rds  on  a  pnojeA  to  pe- 
ution  the  king  for  leave  to  take  into  confidaution  a  L 

•On  the  fubjea:  of  monopolies,  it  was  ordered  by  the  lower  houfe 

.olnW  'r  '""^  '"'  J"ft  caufe  of  grievance  Juld  bring  nXk 

STu  '"J"""^'  '°  '^'  ""^  '^'y  '"'ght  be  underflood  and  caTf - 
iecaufe""       """'""^^  -d  a  law  framed  tl^ereupon  according  to 

i^  1  thr  ,     ^f""'!"'';  ^'  ""  g^-^"  g^^^'U'ce  to  the  nation,  by  fupply. 
ingthcr  enem,es  the  Spaniards  with  thefe  tremendous  a^s'on'Sy 

thiJ  IL^^I  That  r"  r  """u^  °"'  ""^  extraordinary  argument  for 

wi  thouT;  people"    f"^  ;  ""7  ^  J""*""'  ='  '''"g'  =»  »^'"g  """°'  b^ 
witnout  a  people  .    Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commom,  vol.  I .  p.. ,  56. 
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Aan.  1604.  com  pence  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  wardfhips  §,  the 
Lords  heartily  joined  in  the  caufe,  and  recommended  to 
them  to  comprize  in  the  petition,  purveyorfliip,  licence 
of  alienation,  refpite  of  liomage,  and  other  bunhens, 
which  ftretched  pretx>gative  had  made  intolerable. 

These  fpirited  exertions  were  rendered  ufelefs  by  an 
incident  which  difturbed  the  concord  now  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  two  lioufes.  One  of  the  prohibitions  in  the 
•king*s  proclamation  was,  that  no  outlaw  fhould  be  re- 
Y^.'v!p.  56.  turned.  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  was  pronounced  fuch  by 
the  chancellor,  his  feat  vacated,  and  Sir  John  Fortefcue^ 
an  old  fervant  of  the  crown  and  favourite  with  the  mi- 
niflry,  chofen  in  his  room.  The  houfe  reverfed  the  chan- 
cellor's decree,  and  reftored  Sir  Francis  Goodwin.  Tlie 
Lords,  by  the  inftigation  of  the  king,  who  thought  his 
authority  affecfled,  defired  a  conference  on  the  fubjedl. 
The  Commons  peremptorily  refufed  it,  as  the  point  in 
queflion  regarded  their  own  privileges.  This  occafioned 
expoftulations  between  the  king  and  the  Commons.  The 
king  faid,  "  He  was  loath  to  alter  his  tune,  and  that  he 
Ihould  now  change  it  into  matter  of  grief  by  way  of 
conteftation.  He  did  fample  it  to  the  murmers  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael.  He  did  not  attribute  the  caufe  of  his 
grief  to  any  purpofe  in  the  houfe  to  offend  him,  but  only 
to  a  miftaking  of  the  law.     He  had  no  purpofe  to  im- 


Journals  of 
the  Com- 


§  The  Commons  appealed  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  reafon  for  the 

cqiiitablenefs  of  their  demand  in  refped  to   wardfhips.     "  It  is  but  a 

reftitution,  faid  they,  of  the  original  right  of  all  men  by  the  laws  of 

mons,  vol.  I.  God  and  nature  ;  which  is,  that  children  fhould   be  brought  up  by 

^'   *^'         their  parents  and  next  of  kin,  and  by  them  to  be  directed  in  their 

marriage." 

peach 


peach  their  privileges  ;  but  fince  tliey  derived  all  matters  Ann.  1604. 
of  privilege  from  him,  and  by  his  grant,  he  expedted  Ij"  com^^ 
that  they  (hould  not  be  turned  againft  him.     That  there  "°"5,  vol.  l 

p»   ICq. 

were  no  precedents  did  fuit  this  cafe  fully :  precedents  in 
the  times  of  minors,  of  tyrants,  of  women,  of  fimple 
kings,  not  to  be  credited,  becaufe  for  fome  private  ends. 
That  by  the  law,  the  houfe  of  Commons  ought  not  to 
meddle  with  returns,  being  all  made  into  the  chancery, 
and  to  be  corre(5ted  or  reformed  by  tliat  court  alone." 

The  debates  of  the  Commons  on  this  fubje(5l  were  fpi- Debates* 
rited.     It  was  faid  by  one  member,  Tliat  there  was  juft 
fear   of  fome  great  abufe  in  the  late  ele(5tion:  that  the 
king  liad  been  mifinformed :  that  he  had  too  many  mif- 
informers  :  that  now  the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Fonefcue  and 
Sir  Francis  Goodwin  was  become  the  cafe  of  the  whole 
kingdom :  that  old  lawyers  forget,  and  commonly  inter- 
pret the  law  according  to  the  time :  that  by  fuch  a  courfe 
the  free  ele<5lion  of  the  country  was    taken  away,  and       » 
none   would   from    henceforth    be  chofen  but   fuch   as 
fhould  pleafe  the  king  and  council      "  Let  us  therefore, 
adds  he,   with  fortitude,    underftanding,    and  fmcerity, 
feek  to  maintain  our  privilege,  which  cannot  be   taken 
or  conftrued  any  contempt  in  us  ;  but  merely  a>  mainte- 
nance of  our  common  right  ;  that  right  which  our  an- 
ceflors  have  left  us,  and  is  juft  and  fit  for  us  to  tranfmit 
to  pofterity."      "  We  Ihould    taint  outfelves  with   three 
great  blemiflies,  faid  another  member,   if  we  fhould  al- 
ter our  judgment ;  levity,  cruelty,  and  cowardice.      No 
court  can   reform  their  own  judgment;      Every  a(5l  that 
paffeth  this  houfe  is  an  adl  of  parliament.      Shall  juftice 
float  up  and  down  ?  fhall  he  be  a  member  to-day,  and 
2  fhall 
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Ann.  16C4.  ihall  wc  tcoT  him  off  to-morrow  ?  Let  Sir  Francis  Goodwin 
iland  as  he  is.  Duty  and  courage  may  fland  together: 
let  not  the  houfe  be  inveigled  by  fuggeftion ;  this  may 
be  called  a  ^tio  warranto  to  feize  all  our  liberties." 

Upon  the  queftion,  the  houfe  refolved  to  (land  by  their 
former  judgment.   James  fent  them  this  peremptory  meC- 
iage,  «  That  he  commanded,  as  an  abfolute  king,  a  confe- 
rence with  the  judges  *."  To  this  command,  exprefledthus 
violently  and  abfurdly,  the  Commons,  tho'  in  contradiction 
AcoaJerence.  to  their  former  votes,  afTented.  The  IfTue  of  the  conference 
was  favourable  to   liberty  ;  for  the  king  being  prcfent, 
by  the  dcfire  of  the  Cbmmons,  was  fo  much  gravelled  at 
the  many  precedents  brought  againft  him,  that  he  com- 
promifed  the  affair.     Both  of  the  members  were  fet  afide, 
and  the  Commons  obtained  a  firm  eftablifhment  of  the 
eflential  privilege  of  judging  of  returns.     The  king  faid, 
"He   granted  it   royally  as  king  James,    fwcctly  and 
kindly,  out  of  his  good  nature."     Notwithflanding  the 
contell  ended  thus    favourably,     many  of    the   fpiritcd 
members  were  oiTendcd  at  the  concefTion  of  giving  up  their 
eleaed.     The  committee  J  who  managed  the  affair  was 
feverely  reproached  for  exceeding  their   authority  in  giv- 
ing a  confent  without  having  firfl  confulted   the  houfe  ; 

•  The  judges  had  given  an  opinion  againft  the  Commons. 

t  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  one  of  the  committee,  gave  the  report  of  the 

/he  Houfeof  <^onference  in  the  following  ftrain  :  «  The  king  faid  he  would  be  pre- 

Common?,      fident  himfelf.      This  attendance  renewed  the  remembrance  of  the 

V9I.  i.  p.  i63.  laft,  when  we  departed  with  fuch  admiration.     It  was  the  voice  of  God 

in  man ;  the  good  fpirit  of  God  in  the  mouth  of  man.     We  might  fay 

as  was  faid  to  Solomon,  Wc  are  glad,  O  king  !  that  we  give  account 

to   you,  becaufc  you  difcern  what  is  fpoken.     How  to  report  his  ma- 

jcfty's  fpecch  he  knew  not  j  the  eloquence  of  a  king  was  inimitable.- 

and 
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and  a  motion  was  made  that  k  might  be  done  by  war-  Ann.  ,604. 
rant,    and  therein   infcrted,   "    by  the    requefl    of    the 
king  *." 


The  next  bufinefs,  which  took  up  the  attention  of  the  Propofai  of 
parliament,  was  a  propofal  of  an  union  between  tha  t\vo  '"  ""'°''* 
kingdoms.     James  was  fo  hotly  and  impatiently  fet  on 
-this  point,  that  he  had  already  affumed  the  title  of  king 
of  Great  Britain;    ifTued  out  a  proclamation  to  make 
Scotch  coin  current  in  England ;  quartered  St.  Andrew's 
crofs  with  St.  George's  j  and,  to  give  a  general  idea  of 
its  peaceable  advantages,  the  iron  doors  of  the  frontier  Rar?n. 
towns  were  converted  into  plough-fliares.     The  parlia^ 
mcnt  took  this  fcheme  into  confideration,  rather  out  of 
compliment  and  to  humour  the  king,  than  with  any  de- 
fign  to  bring  it  into  execution.     James  drew  up  many 
projects  with  his  own  hand:  he  alternately  complained 
of  and  cajoled  the  parliament  f  y    but  witliout  fartheiv 

*  The  outlawry  of  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  was  brought  in  on  purpofe- 
to  ferve  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  as  appears  by  the  following  paffage  in  a- 
letter  from  Cecil   to  Mr.  Winwood.      «  Sir  Francis  Goodwyn   hav- 
ing  laboured  to  be  knight  of  BuckinghamOiire,   to  the  exclufion  of  an- 
ancient  counfellor.  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  it  was  advifed  by  the  kine^s 
karned  council!  and  judges,  whether  there  were  not  fome  means  by 
the  laws  to  avoid  it.     Whereupon  it  being,  found  that  he  was  oudawed 
and  fo  certifyed  by  the  (herifF,  confequently  a  new.  writ  was  fent  forth' 
by  virtue  whereof  Sir  John  Fortefcue  was  chofen."     Winwood's  Memo 
rials,  vol.  II.  p.  ,8,  ^sf/.^.     It  is  to  be  noted  here,  that  in  the  difqui- 
lition  of  this  affair,  it  appeared  that  Goodwin's  oudawry  was  an  irre- 
gular one  i  and  that  if  it  had  been  regular,  it  was  pardoned  by  an  ad 
or  grace.  .  ^ 

t  The  following  is  a  letter  from  the  king  to  the  parliament  on  the  occa- 
fion  of  the  union.  «  Ye  fee  with  quhat  cleernefs  and  finceritie  I  have  be- 
haved myfelf  in  this  earande,  even  throuch  all  the  progreffe  thairo^  thochi 

will 
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Ann.  1604.   fuccefs  than  to  obtain  an  appointment  of  forty-four  Eng- 
lifh  to  meet  with  thirty-one  Scotch  commiflloners  to  de- 

■will  not  fayc,  too  littel  regairdit  by  you,  but  I  mayc  juftlic  faye,  not 
fo  uillinglie  embraced  by  you,  as  the  uorthinels  of  the  maitter  doth 
tuell  deferve.  I  protefte  to  God,  the  fruits  thairof  uill  chieflie  tende 
to  yourc  owcn  uell  profpcritie  and  incrcafc  of  ftrcnth  and  greatnefs  : 
Nothing  can  ftaye  you  from  harkening  unto  it,  but  jaloufic  and  dif- 
trufte,  ather  of  me  the  propounder,  or  of  the  maitter  by  me  pro- 
pound itt  :  If  of  me,  then  doe  ye  both  me  and  yourfelfis  an  infinite 
uronge,  my  confcience  bearing  me  recorde,  that  I  ever  deferved  the 
contrarie  at  your  handis  ;  but  if  youre  diftrufte  be  of  the  maitter  it- 
^  felf,  then  diftrufte  ye  nothing  but  your  owin  uifdomes  or  honefties  : 

For  as  I  have  gevin  over  urangiing  upon  uordis  with  you,  fo  crave  I 
no  conclufion  to  be  taken  at  this  tyme  heirin,  but  only  a  comiflion, 
that  it  maye  be  difputed,  confidderid  upon,  and  reported  unto  youj 
and  then  will  ye  be  youre  owin  cookes,  to  drefle  it  as  ye  lifte  :  fo  that 
(as  I  have  alreaddie  faid)  fince  the  conclufion  thairof  can  never  be 
without  youre  owin  afleintis  ;  if  ye  be  trew  to  yourefelfis,  no  man  can 
deceave  you  in  it,  lett  not  yourefelfis  thairfore  be  tranfported  with  the 
curiofitie  of  a  few  giddie  headis  j  for  it  is  in  you  nou  to  make  the 
choice,  ather  by  yielding  to  the  providence  of  God,  and  embracing 
that  quhiche  he  hath  caftin  in  youre  mouthis,  to  procure  the  profpc- 
ritie and  increafe  of  greatnes  to  me  and  myne,  you  and  youres ;  and 
by  the  awaye-taking  of  that  partition-uall,  quhiche  allreaddie,  by 
Godde's  providence,  in  my  bloode  is  rent  afunder,  to  eftabliftie  my 
throne  and  youre  boddie  politike,  in  a  perpetuall  and  flooriftiino- 
peace  ;  or  ellis  contemning  Godde*s  benefites  fo  freelie  ofred  unto  us» 
to  fpitte  and  blafpheme  in  his  face,  by  praeferring  uarre  to  peace, 
trouble  to  quyetnes,  hatred  to  love,  ueaknefs  to  greatnes,  and  divi- 
fion  to  union  ;  to  fowe  the  feidis  of  difcorde  to  all  our  pofterities  j  to 
diflionoure  youre  king  •,  to  make  both  me  and  you  a  provcrbe  of  re- 
proche  in  the  mouthis  of  all  ftraingeris  and  all  ennemies  to  this  na- 
tion, and  envyers  of  my  greatnes  ;  and  oure  next  laboure  to  be,  to 
take  up  new  guarifons  for  the  bordouris,  and  to  make  new  fortifica- 
tions thaire.  Sed  mdiorafpero.  I  hoape  that  God,  in  this  choice  and 
free  uill  of  youris,  uill  not  fufFer  you,  withe  olde  Adame,  to  choofc 
the  worft:e,,  and  fo  to  procure  the  defacing  of  this  earthlie  paradife  ; 
but  by  the  contrarie,  that  he  fliall  infpyre  you  fo,  as,  with  the  fe- 

conde 
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liberate  concerning  the  terms.    Their  power  was  not  ex-  Atm^  1604. 
tended  to  make  any  advances  towards  a  final  eftablifli- 
ment.     The  Commons  were  at  this  time  warmly  fct  on 
the  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  and,   in  all   probability,  for 
that  price,  would  have  indulged  the  king  in  his  darling 
projea.    This  matter  had  been  from  time  to  time  revived 
in  their  committees,  duiing  the  whole  feflion ;  and  in  a 
conference  with  the  upper  houfe  there  were  certain  fums 
propofed  as  confiderations  for  wardfhips,  refpite  of  ho- 
mage, licenfe  of  alienations,  tenures  in  capite,  &c.     Tlie 
gleam  of  public  virtue  which  appeared  in   the  lords  for 
a  Ihort  time  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  was  now  in- 
tirely  vaniHicd.     They  not  only  difTented  from,  but  re- 
proached, the  Commons  for  their  proceedings,  and  termed 
the  propofals,  "  propofals  to  the  king   for  felling  his 
prerogative." 


This  ill  fuccefs  did  not  deter  them  from  proceeding 
with  unabated  diligence  on  the  abufes  in  ecclefiaftical 
matters  *      A  petition  was  framed  for  redrefs,  but  dropt 

conde  Adame,  ye  fhall  produce  peace ;  and  fo  beutifie  this  oure  earth- 
he  kingdome  heerwith,  as  it  may  reprefcnte,  and  be  an  arles  pennie 
unto  us,  of  that  asternal  peace  in  that  fpirituall  kinc;dome,  quhiche  is 
prepared  for  the  perpetuall  refidence  of  all  his  chofen  children.     Fid 
Joiini.  Houfe  of  Com.  vol.  I.  p.  193,  i^  feq. 

*  Their  acquiefcence  to  the  royal  command,  for  a  conference  with 
the  judges  in  the  cafe  of  returns,  had  encouraged  James  to  fignify  to 
them,  m  a  meflage,  a  defire  that  before  they  intermeddled  with  the 
reformation  of  matters  of  religion,  they  would  confer  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convocation-houfe.  This  meflage  produced  a  warm  dif- 
pute.  It  was  urged  that  there  was  no  precedent  of  any  conference 
with  a  convocation.  The  conclufion  was  an  offer  to  the  king,  that 
they  would  be  ready  to  confer  of  any  matter  on  that  nature  wfth  the 
biftiops  as  lords  of  parliament.     Jounials  of  Commons,  vol.  I.  p.  173 

^  by 
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by  the  prevailing  influence  of  die  court  and  hierarchy. 
As  the  Commons  had  been  foiled  in  all  their  intentions 
for  public  utility,  they  were  juftly  determined  that  it 
fhould  not  be  robbed  to  feed  the  avarice  and  luxury  c^ 
courtiers.  A  demanded  fubfidy  was  fo  vehemently  dif- 
puted  in  the  houfe,  that  the  king  fent  to  defire  it  might 
be  altogether  laid  afide ;  and  the  ejid  of  the  feffion  fooa 
followed  *.. 

*  A^s  pafTed  this  feflions. 

1.  An  a6b  of  recognition  of  the  title  to  the  crown. 

2.  An  a6b  authorizing  certain  commiflioners  of  England  to  treat 
with  commilfioners  of  Scotland,  for  the  weal  of  both  kingdoms. 

3.  An  ad  againft  the  diminution  of  the  pofleflions  of  archbilhoprics. 
and  bifhoprics,  and  avoiding  of  dilapidations  of  the  fame. 

4.  An  ad  for  the  due  execution  of  the  ftatutes  againft  jefuits,  femir 
nary  priefts,  recufants. 

5.  An  ad  to  prevent  the  over-charge  of  the  people  by  ftewards  of 
court  leets  and  court  barons. 

6.  An  ad  for  the  explanation  of  the  ftatute  concerning  labourers. 

7.  An  ad  for  the  continuance  and  explanation  of  an  ad  for  punifh^ 
inent  of  vagabonds,  &c. 

8.  An  ad  to  take  away  the  benefit  of  clergy  for  fome  kinds  of  manr 
flaughter. 

9.  An  ad  to  reftrain  the  haunting  of  publick-houfes,  inns,  6cc. 
io.  An  ad  for  the  better  execution  of  juftice. 

1 1 .  An  ad  to  reftrain  all  perfons  from  marriage  till  their  former; 
wives  and  hufbands  be  dead. 

12.  An  ad  againft  witchcraft,  &c. 

13.  An  ad  for  new  executions  to  be  fued  againft  any  which  ftiall! 
hereafter  be  delivered  out  of  execution  by  privilege  of  parliament,  &c. 

14.  An  ad  for  a  remedy  for  a  freeman  of  London  to  recover  fmall. 
debts,  &c. 

i^  An  ad  for  the  beuer  relief  of  creditors  againft  fuch  as  fhall  be- 
come bankrupts. 

16.  An  ad  concerning  wherrymen  and  watermen* 

1 7.  An  ad  concerning  the  making  of  hats  and  felts. 

1 3.  An  ad  concerning  ufing  or.  buying  corrupted  hops. 

19.  An- 
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The  Commons  had  nobly  aflerted  their  privileges  in  Ann.  1604. 
feveral  inftances.      The  delivery  of  Sir  Thomas  Shkley,  ^"""•"»^- 
one  of  their  members,  who  had  been  committed  to  the 
Fleet,  was  demanded  and  obtained;  and  the  warden  pu- 
nifhed  for  contempt  of  the  houfe,  in  refufmg  to  releafe 
his  prifoner.     In  this  cafe  a  vote  had  been  carried  by  a 

19.  An  ad  for  the  well  garbling  of  fpices. 

20.  An  ad  for  redrefling  of  abufes  ufed  in  painting. 

21.  An  ad  againft  brokers. 

22.  An  ad  concerning  tanners,  curriers,  Ihoemakers,  &c. 

23.  An  ad  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fiftiery  in  Somerfet,  &c 

24.  An  ad  againft  the  deceitful  making  mildernix  and  powle  da- 
vies,  &c. 

25.  An  ad  for  continuing  fome  and  repealing  other  ftatutes. 

26.  An  ad  for  the  continuance  and  obfervation  of  certain  exchequer 
orders. 

27.  An  ad  for  the  prefervation  of  game, 

2S.  An  ad  concerning  the  franchifes  of  the  borough  of  Berwick. 

29.  An  ad  concerning  eating  flefh  in  Lent. 

30.  An  ad  concerning  building  a  church  in  Melcombe  Regis. 

31.  An  ad  for  relief  of  perfons  infeded  with  the  plague. 

32.  An  ad  for  paying  a  certain  fum  per  ton  by  certain  tradin<> 
vefTcls.  ^ 

3^.  An  ad  for  a  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage.  FU.  Statutes  at 
"Large. 

34.  An  ad  for  avoiding  multiplicity  of  Icafes. 

35.  An  ad  againft  fcandalous  and  unworthy  minifters. 

36.  An  ad  for  difljurthening  of  clergymen  of  fuch  aflairs  as  may 
hinder  them  in  their  divine  callings. 

37.  An  ad  for  the  better  difcovery  and  fupprefllng  of  fimony,  and 
other  corrupt  procuring  of  ccclefiaftical  dignities.  Vid.  Parliam,  Hift, 
vol.  V.  p.  102. 

The  tonnage  granted  was  three  fhillings  on  every  ton  of  wine  im- 
ported ;  but  on  fwect  wines  fix  (hillings.  On  every  awm  of  Rhenifh 
one  ftiilling.  The  poundage  was  one  fhilling  in  twenty  on  goods  and 
merchandize  imported  or  exported  j  on  woollen  manufadurcs,  tin  and 
pewter,  two  Ihillings  in  tv;enty. 

D  2  majority 
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Ana.  1604.  majority  of  leventeen,  for  fix  of  the  members  to  be  fent 
by  the  houfe  with  the  fcrjeant  and  mace  to  require  the 
dehvery ;  but  they  were  deterred  from  the  refolution  by 
a  reprefentation  of  the  fpeakcr,  that  tlie  members  who 
entered  the  prifon  in  that  manner  would  be  by  law  fub- 
jeiSt  to  an  aclion.  Sir  Herbert  Crofts,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers, coming  up  with  others  to  hear  the  king's  fpeech, 
was  infulted  by  a  yeoman  of  the  guards,  who  flmt  the 
door  againft  him,  faying,  «  Goodman  burgcfs,  you  come 
not  here."  The  Commons  rcfented  the  infult  as  an  af- 
front upon  the  whole  houfe  ;  and  their  anger  was  with 
difficulty  appeafed  by  the  yeoman's  afking  pardon  for 
his  fault,  and  receiving  on  his  knees  a  reprimand  from: 
the  fpeakcr. 

An  ad  for  the  due  execution  of  the  ftatutes  againft 
jcfuits,  feminary  pricfls,  recufants,  &c.  met  with  an  ab- 
fiird  oppofition  from  a  hot-headed  member  of  the  uppec- 
houfe,  the  lord  vifcount  Montague.  He  inveighed  againft 
the  whole  ftate  of  the  eftabhihed  religion,  and  attempted 
to  prove  tlie  antiquity  of  theirs,  and  the  novelty  of  this. 
The  Lords  thought  fit  to  commit  him  prifoner  to  the 
Fleet ;  in  which  place  he  remained  till  he  had  given  fa- 
.     tisfa(5lion  by  confeiling  his  fault. 

Complaint  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  Lords. 
by  the  Commons  againft  Thornborough,  bifhop  of 
Briftol,  for  having  wrote  a  book  in  favour  of  the  Union. 
The  Lords  agreed  that  the  bifhop  fhould  make  a  public 
acknowledgment  that  he  had  committed  an  offence.  The 
bifhop  fubmitting  to  this  determination,  the  affair  was 
thus  accommodated* 

Bancroft 


JAMES 


I. 


21 


Bancroft  had  fucceeded  Whitgift  in  liis  archbifliop-  Ann.  1604. 
ric.  He  was  fo  zealous  a  pcrfecutor  of  the  puritans, 
that  many  families  were  obliged  to  leave  their  country 
for  foreign  abodes  ;  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  king 
to  ufurp  the  power  of  redrefling  the  grievances  of  the 
clergy  without  confulting  the  parliament  ;  but  James 
was  advifed  not  to  take  this  dangerous  ftcp  *. 

A  TREATY  of  peace  was  this  fiimmer  concluded  be-  Treaty  of 

peace  with 

tween  Spain  and  England  f.  One  of  the  articles  was  Spain. 
unfavourable  to  the  Dutch,  as.  That  James  fhould  fix  a 
day,  before  the  expiration  of  which  the  ftates  fhould 
make  peace  with  the  arch-duke  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  rcfu- 
fal,  fliould  deem  himfclf  abfolved  from  former  engage- 
ments J.     All  the  terms  of  tliis  peace  were  much  dif- 

*  He  prefented  twenty- five  articles,  commonly  called  Articuli  CIcn\ 
and  petitioned  the  king  to  grant  prohibitions  upon  them. 

t  James  had  recalled  all  the  letters  of  marque  that  had  been 
granted  by  Elizabeth,  on  his  acceflion.  In  his  proclamation  for  this 
purpofe  he  fuppofes  that  amity  with  all  the  princes  in  chriftendoin 
was  attached  to  his  perfon.  "  Although  we  have  made  it  known  by 
public  edict  that  at  our  entrance  into  thefe  our  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Ireland,  we  ftood,  as  ftill  we  do,  in  good  amity  and  friendlhip 
with  all  the  princes  in  chriftendom,  and  therefore  are  carefully  to  pro- 
vide, as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  that  none  of  them  or  their  fubjeds 
Ihould  by  any  hollil  adion  be  endamaged  in  their  perfons,  territories, 
or  goods,  by  any  of  our  fubjeds,  either  by  land  or  fea,  Sec."  Rytner^. 
vol.  XVI.  Ridiculous  as  is  this  conceit,  James  in  his  firft  fpeech  to 
the  parliament  mentions  this  perfonal  amity  between  him  and  foreign 
l)rinces,  as  one  of  the  bleflings  which  England  would  enjoy  by  his 
acceflion  ;  when  at  the  fame  time,  his  management  in  confequence  ot 
this  pretended  advantage,  deprived  his  people  of  the  power  to  do  them- 
felves  juftice  on  the  fubjeds  of  Spain. 

J  In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
the  lord  admiral,  was  fent  ambafiador  to  Spain  to  ratify  the  treaty. 

The 
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Ann.  i6o|.    liked  by  the  people  *.     The  court  difplayed  a  fumptuous 

The  embafly,  like  all  others  in  this  reign,  was  gaudy  and  pompous. 
Sixty  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  accompanied  the  am- 
baflador,  befides  the  others,  who  with  their  attendants  compofed  a 
train  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  perfons. 

The  ceremony  of  taking  leave  of  the  king  is  a  ftrong  pidbure  of  the 
manners  of  this  age  of  parade.  James  being  at  Greenwich,  the  am- 
baflador  with  his  retinue,  all  richly  drefled,  waited  on  him  there.  In 
the  ambaflador*s  train  were  fix  trumpeters,  clad  in  orange-coloured  da- 
mafk  i  fix  footmen  in  orange  tawny  velvet,  alike  fuited  ;  fix  pages 
clad  alfo  in  orange  tawny  velvet,  with  cloaks  of  the  fame  colour ; 
thirty  with  cloaks  of  black  velvet ;  fourfcorc  yeomen  apparelled  with 
cloaths  of  orange  cloth,  garded  with  filver  and  blue  filk  lace.  Guthrie^ 
vol.  III.  p.  644.  Sto-j}^  p.  859.  Stone,  the  fool,  was  whipt  at  Bride- 
well for  faying  that  there  were  fixty  fools  gone  to  Spain,  befides  the  lord 
admiral  and  his  two  fons. 

Immediately  after  the  condufion  of  this  peace,  the  town  of  Oftend 
capitulated.     It  had  been  three  years  befieged  by  the  Spaniards. 

*  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis,  the  king's  refident  in  Spain,  writes  thus 
of  it  to  fecretary  Cecil,  2d  June,   1605. 

"  I  find  here  by  many  arguments  that  this  peace  came  opportunely 
for  this  kingdom ;  and  is  admired  of  all  Europe,  yea  of  this  kingdom 
itlelf,  how  it  was  pofTible,  with  fo  advantageous  conditions  to  them, 
and  fo  little  profitable  to  our  realm,  it  could  be  cfFc<flcd.  The  duke 
of  Anera  difcourfing  with  one  of  great  privacy  and  truft  with  him, 
after  that  he  had  heard  that  the  peace  was  in  fuch  form  concluded, 
faid  in  plain  terms.  That  the  king  and  counfcllors  of  England  had 
not  their  fcnfes,  when  in  fuch  fort  they  agreed  upon  it ;  and  fome 
Spaniards  have  lately  reported,  that  the  king  of  Spain's  money  pur- 
chafed  this  quiet,  ochcrwifc  peace  with  fo  good  conditions  would  never 
Jiave  been  obtained. 

"  By  thofe  colk-clions  that  I  have  made,  and  relations  of  others  well 
pradifed  in  this  (late,  I  find  that  England  never  loll  fuch  an  oppor- 
tunity of  winning  honour  and  wealth  unto  it,  as  by  relinquifliing  the 
war  with  Spain.  The  king  and  kingdom  were  reduced  to  fuch  ef- 
tate,  as  they  could  not,  in  all  likelihood,  have  endured  the  fpace  of 
two  years  more  :  His  own  treafury  was  exhauftcd  j  his  rents  and  cuf- 
toms  fubfigned  for  the  moft  part  for  the  payment  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed ; 
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appearance  *,  and  the  charms  of  finery  infedled  the  town,  Ann.  lU^. 
whilft  the  pernicious  luxury  was  fandified  under   the 
fpecious  pretence  of  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  and 
extending  the  commerce  of  England. 


CHAP. 


XL 


Gun-powder  plot Second  and  third  feffions  of  parliament. 


Punijbment  of  the  confpirators Report  of  the  kings  death 


^ubjidies  granted  hy  parliament. 


TAMES  and  his  parliament  had  parted  mutually  difla- 
^  tisficd  with  each  other.  On  one  fide,  the  parliament 
by  the  a(5l  of  recognition  had  in  a  manner  difavowed 
his  pretenfion  of  holding  the  crown  of  England  folely 
by  hereditary  right.  Tlie  Commons  had  made  many 
attempts  towards  the  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  grievances 

rowed  j  his  nobility  poor  and  much  indebted  ;  his  merchants  wafted  ; 
his  people  of  the  country  in  all  extremity  of  neceflity ;  his  devices  of 
gaining  by  the  increafc  of  the  valuation  of  money,  and  other  fucH  of 
that  nature,  all  played  over ;  his  credit  in  borrowing,  by  means  of 
the  uncertainty  of  his  eftate  during  the  war  with  England,  much  de- 
cayed i  the  fubjeds  of  his  many  difiiradcd  dominions  held  in  obe- 
dience by  force  and  fear,  not  by  love  and  duty,  and  therefore  rather 
a  care  and  burthen  than  a  relief  and  ftrcngth  to  him ;  himfelf  very 
young,  and  in  that  regard  with  this  people  in  no  great  veneration, 
and  the  lefs  for  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  wholly  governed  by  a  man  ge- 
nerally hated  by  his  own  country  ;  his  ftrength  at  fea  not  able  to  fe- 
cure  his  ports  at  home,  much  lefs  his  Indies,  or  his  treafury  home- 
wards."    fViftwooits  Memorials,  vol.  II.  p.  yg  &  feq. 

♦  The  entertainment  for  the  conftable  of  Spain  coft  James  upwards 
of  300 1.  a  day,  and  the  duke  of  Holilcin,  brother  to  the  queen,  had 
a.  large  apj^intment. 

which 
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Ann.  1604.  which  Jamcs  looked  on  as  very  neceflary  parts  of  hia 
prerogative.  They  had  proceeded  \cry  llowly  and  coldly 
on  his  favourite  plan  of  an  union.  7"hcy  had,  thougli 
in  oppofition  to  royal  authority,  vigoroufly  exerted  their 
privileges  ;  and  finally  had  fiiewn  an  intention  to  deny 
a  demanded  fubfidy.  On  the  otlier  hand,  James  had 
difplayed  a  flrong  inclination  to  encroach  on  the  mod 
■cllcntial  rights  of  the  Commons  ;  had  pufhed  on  widi 
great  carncftnefs  the  unpopular  plan  of  the  union  ;  had 
declared  an  averfcnefs  to  comply  with  their  reafonable  de- 
mands ;  had  lavifhed  out  his  coffers  on  his  favourites 
and  dependants  ;  and  by  this  early  difrcgard  to  oecono- 
my,  had  foreboded  the  necefTities  to  which  he  would  be 
often  reduced ;  necefTities  which  could  not  be  fupplicd 
-without  opprefling  the  fubjedl. 

c;i:n -powder  An  incident  very  extraordinaiy  in  its  nature,  and  from 
a  very  unexpected  quarter,  united  by  a  fenfc  of  common 
danger  the  difpleafed  parties.  The  papifls  in  general 
were  much  exafperated  at  the  difappointment  they  had 
met  with  from  the  condudl  of  James.  Some  of  the 
SpaniQi  partizans  laid  great  (Irefs  upon  a  pretended  con- 
ATcyance  of  the  crown  of  Britain  by  Mary  of  Scots  to 
the  catholic  king.  All  the  difcontented  papifls,  who 
had  been  banifhcd  England,  were  fupported  in  the  Ne- 
therlands by  that  monarch,  and  great  fums  remitted  into 
England  for  carrying  on  plots  againfl  the  government. 

The    intended  execution  of  one  that  had  been  ma- 
chinating near  a  year  and  half,  was  haflcned  oi'  rather 
lixed,  from  fome  feveritics  the  feCl  had  fuffered  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  a(5l  in  their  disfavour,  which  had  pafTed 
2.  the 
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•the  lafl  fefHon  of  parliament.    Determined  on  vengeance,  Ann.  1605. 
fome  of  the  mofl  enthufiaflic  of  the  body  confpired  un- 
^er  Garnet,  the  fuperior  of  the  jefuits,  who  had  been  the 
manager  of  all  their  cabals,  to  deftroy  with  one  blow  the 
mofl  powerful  of  their  enemies. 

The  defign  was  againfl  the  king  and  parliament ;  and 
the  plan  fo  far  executed,  that  thirty-fix  barrels  of  gun- 
powder were,  by  means  of  the  confpirators,  lodged  in     ' 
fome  vaults   under  die  houfe  of  Lords,  to  be  fired  on 
the  firfl  day  of  their  meeting,  when  the  king  was  to  ha- 
rangue, and  the  queen  and  prince  of  Wales  had  pro- 
pofed  to  liave  been  prefent.     After  the  explofion,  the  refl 
of  the  royal  family  were  to  be  feizcd  by  the  confpira- 
tors ;  and  Elizabeth,  James's  youngefl  child,  to  be  de- 
clared queen,  tinder  :a   protedlor  of  their  own  chufing. 
The  vaults  had  been  hired  by  Piercy,  a  near  relation  of 
tlie  earl   of  Northumberland,  under  the  pretence  of  a 
lodgment  for  fuel ;  a  great  number  of  faggots  covered 
•the  tremendous  depofit. 

The  fifth  of  November,  w'hicli  was  tlie  day  afOgned 
for  the  meeting  of  parliament,  drew  nigh.    Exalted  were 
tlie  hopes  of  the  confpirators  ^  but  a  fatal  affurance  of 
fuccefs,  united  to  private  affedion,  drew  from  one  of  the 
party  an  indifcretion  whicli  happily  defeated  the  well- 
concerted   plan.     On   the   twenty-fixth   of  Odober,   the 
Lord  Monteagle,  whofe  father  had  been  a  great  fufferer 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  for  his  affedion  to  popery,  re- 
ceived the  following  letter.      "  Out  of  the  love  I  bear 
"   to  fome  of  your  friends,  I  have  a  care  of  your  pre- 
"  fcrvation  :  therefore  I  would  advife  you,  as  you  tender      " 

E  "  your 
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w  your  life,  to  dcvife  fome  excufe  to  ihift  off  your  ar- 
«  tendance  at  this  parliament ;  for  God  and  man  have 
*'  concurred  to  punifli  the  wickednefs  of  this  time.  And 
think  not  {lightly  of  this  advcrtifement,  but  retire 
yourfelf  into  your  country,  where  you  may  expecl:  the 
event  in  fafety  ;  for  though  there  be  no  appearance  of 
^  any  ftir,  yet  I  fay  they  ihall  receive  a  terrible  blow 
«  this  parliament,  and  yet  they  Ihall  not  fee  who  hurts 
«  them.  This  counfei  is  not  to  be  contemned,  becaufe 
^  it  may  do  you  good,  and  can  do  you  no  harm,  for 
**  the  danger  is  pall  fo  {oon  as  you  have  burned  the 
**  letter  *  ;  and  I  hope  God  will  give  you  the  grace  to 
«  make  good  ufe  of  it,  to  whofe  holy  proteaion  I  com- 
'*  mend  vou." 

MoNTEAGLE  Carried  this  letter  to  CeciK,  then  earl:  of 
Salifbury,  who  either  did  or  pretended  to  think  little  of 
it ;  and  the  affair  was  dropped  till  the  king,,  who  had 
been  fome  time  at  Royllon  t,  returned  to  town.     On 

• 

♦  Rapin  relates,  that  both  James  and  his  miniller  were  puzzled  at 
this  fentcnce,  "  For  the  danger  is  pad  as  foon  as  you  have  burned  the 
letter."  Cecil  ridiculed  it  as  the  incongruity  o£  a  fool  or  a  madman ;. 
and  James  thought  it  referred  to  the  quick  execution  of  the  blow. 
The  obvious  fenfe  of  the  ^-ords  is,  "  That  if  the  letter  was  burned, 
the  receiver  could  not  incur  danger  from  the  advice." 

f  While  the  king  was  at  Royfton,  he  devoted  himfelf  fo  intirely  to*, 
hunting,  that  he  forbade  his  minifters  to  difturb  his  pleafures  with  any 
bufinefs ;  faying,  "  His  hunting  was  neceflary  to  the  ftate ;  it  was. 
good  for  his  health,  and  his  health  was  neceflary  to  the  ftate."  Thefe 
huntings  were  great  nuifances  ;  they  are  taken  notice  of  as  fuch  in  a 
letter  from  Matthew  Hutton,  archbifhop  of  York,  to  vifcount  Cran- 
bourn.  "  I  could  wifh,"  writes  this  prelate,  "  that  there  was  lefs 
wafting  of  the  treafure  of  the  realm,  and  more  moderation  of  the 
lawful  exercifc  of  hunting-,  both  that  the  poor  mens  corn  may  be  lefs 
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re-canvafling  the  letter,    the  gun-powder  was  fcented.  am.  1605; 
Moft  authors  attribute  this  to  the  fagacious  timidity  of 
James  *.     He  was    fond  of  the   reputation  of  this  dif- 
covery,  and  publicly  affumed  it. 

The  night  before  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  of-  The  plot  dif. 
ficers  were  fent  to  fearch  the  vaults  under  the  houfe  of  ^^ 
Lords :  on  removing  the  faggots  the  gun-powder  was 
difcovered.     Guido  Fawks  f,  who,  under  the  guife  of 
Piercy's  fervant,  was  found  lurking  about  the  place,  was 
taken,  and  on  fight  of  the  rack  confefled  the  whole  plot, 
with  the   names  and  quality  of  the  confpirators.     On 
this  arreft,  the  criminals   that  remained  in  London  fled 
into  Warwickfliire,  where  their  confederates  were  pofted 
to   feize  on   the  perfon   of  Elizabeth,  fo  fean  as  they 
fliould  hear  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  projedl.     There  they 
made   a  vigorous   defence ;  but  were  all  taken,  ex:cept 
three,  who  were  killed  in   the  ftruggie;    viz,  Catefby, 
cfteemed  to  be  the  inventor  of  the  plot,  Thomas  Piercy, 
and  Robert  Wright.      Thefe  following  were  convidted  of  confpirators 
treafon,  and  executed :  Sir  Everard  Digby,  Guido  Fawks,  ««cuted. 
Robert  and  Tliomas  Winter,  John  Grant,  Ambrofe  Rook- 

fpoiled,  and  other  his  majefty's  fubjefts  more  fpared.     Wthwood's  Me- 
morials, vol.  II.  p.  40. 

*  There  are  fome  authorities  which  fay,  that  Cecil  had  before  re- 
ceived intimation  of  the  intended  plot  from  France,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  to  be  executed.  Cecil  owns,  in  a  letter  to  Cornwallis, 
that  he  had  intimation  of  fome  plot  in  hand.  He  alfo  mentions,  that 
the  whole  affair  was  difcovered  before  the  letter  was  communicated 
to  James.     Winwoo^s  Memorialsy  vol.  II.  p.  1 72. 

t  Guido  Fawks  was  an  officer  in  the  Spanifh  fervice.  He  was  fent 
for  from  Flanders  by  the  confpirators,  as  a  man  of  tried  refolution  and 
zeal  for  the  caufe. 
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^^a.  1605.'  wood,  Robert  Keys,  Thomas  Bates,  Efquircs,  and  Gai> 
net,  the  fuperior  o£  the  jefuits.  Francis  Trefham  was 
convid:ed  likewifc,  but  died  of  a  ftrangury  in  prifon. 
Two  catholic  lords,  Mordaunt  and  Sturton,  were  fined^ 
one  ten  thoufand,  and  the  other  fix  thoufand  pounds  ;. 
tlieir  abfence  from  parliament  having  begot  fufpicion.. 
The  earl  of  Northumberland  *  fufFered  thefeverer  penalty 
of  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  and  was  detained  in  prifon  for 
feveral  years,  becaufe  he  had  admitted  Picrcy  into  the  num* 
ber  of  gentlemen  penfioners  without  having  exa^fled  the 
requifite  oaths.  Thefe  were  the  arbitrary  fcntences  of 
the  flar-diamber.  The  Lord  Monteagle  was  rewarded, 
witli  an  eftatc  of  200  L  a- year,  and  a  penlion  of  500  A. 


Parliament. 


The  parliament  met  on  the  9th  of  November.  James's 
fpeech  on  the  occaiion  of  the  plot  is  perhaps  as  remark-^ 
able  as  the  occafion  itfelf,  the  whole  of  it  being,  ac* 
cording  to  the  genius  of  the  orator,  uncommonly  pro- 
lix.    I  fliall  only  give  the  mod  flriking  paflagcs. 


u. 


And  now  I  muft  crave  a  little  pardon  of  you  (ihas 
lince  kings  are,  in  the  word  of  God  itfelf,  called  Gods, 
as  being  his  vicegerents  on  earth,  and  fo  adorned 
and  furniflied  with  fome  fparkles  of  divinity)  to  com- 
pare fome  of  the  works  of  God,  the  great  king,  to- 
wards the  whole  and  general  world,  to  fome  of  his 
works  towards  me  and  this  little  world  of  my  domi- 
**  nions."     He  then  draws  a   comparifon  between  the 

•  This  nobleman  had  been  fo  zealous  a  promoter  of  James's  fuc* 
cefllon  to  the  throne  of  England,  that  he  declared  he  would  remove 
all  impediments  by  the  fword.  Letters  and  Memoirs  of  Sir  Fr.  Baeon^ 
by  Stephens.. 
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deilruAion  of  the  world  by  water,  the  falvation  of  Noah,  Ann.  i^aj. 
the  deftrudlion  of  the  world  by  fire,  and  the  falvation  of 
the  faithful,  with  his  own  dangers  and  efcapes   in  the 
Cowrie  and  gun-powder  confpiracies.      He  diftinguifhes 
the  general   forts  of  death  which  mankind  may  fufFcr. 
"  For  by  three  different  forts  in  general  may  mankind 
"  be  put  to  death.     The  firft,  by   other  men   and   rea- 
"  fonable  creatures,  which  is  leaft  cruel ;  for  then  both' 
"  defence   of  men   againft  men  may  be  expedcd,  and 
"  likewife  who-  knows  what  pity  God  may  flir  up  in 
"  the   heai'ts   of  the  adors  at  the  very  inflant,  befidcs 
the  many  ways  and  means  whereby  men  may  efcape 
in  fuch  a  prefent  fury.     And  the  fecond  way,  more 
cruel  than  that,  is  by  animal  and  unreafonable  crca- 
«  tures  ;  for  as  they  have  lefs  pity  than  men,  fo  it  is  a- 
"  greater  horror,  and  more  unnatural  for  men  to  deal 
«  with  them  ;  but  yet  with  them   both  refillance  may 
"  avail,  and  alfo  fome  pity  may  be  had,  as  was  in  the- 
"  lions,  in  whofe  den  Daniel  was  thrown,  or  that  thank- 
"  ful  lion  that  had  the  Roman  flave  in  his  merq^    But' 
"  the  third,  the  mod  cruel  and  unmerciful  of  all,  is 
"  the  deftru^ion  by  infenfible  and   inanimate  things  ; 
"  and  amongfl  them  all    the  mod  cruel  are  the  two* 
"  elements  of  water  and  fire,  and  of  thofe  two  the  fire 
"  is  the  moft  mercilcfs.     When  the  letter  was  ihewed  to 
"  me  by  my  fecretary,  wherein  a  general  obfcure  ad- 
"  vertifement  was  given  of  fome  dangerous  blow  at  this 
time,  r  did  upon  the  inftant  interpret  and  apprehend 
fome  dark  phrafes  therein,  contrary  to  the  ordinary 
grammar  conftrudlion  of  them  ;   and  (in  another  fort 
than  I  am  fure  any  divine  or  lawyer  in  any  univerfity 
would  have  taken  them)  to  be  meant  by  this  horrible 
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**  form  of  blowing  us  all  up  by  powder;  and  thtreupon 
«  ordered  that  fearch  to  be  made,  whereby  the  matter 
^*  was  difcovered,  and  the  man  apprehended.     It  refteth 
«  now  that  I   Ihould  inform  you  what  is   to  be  done 
«  hereafter  upon  the  occafion  of  this  horrible  accident. 
«  As  for  your  parts,  that  are  my  faithful   and  loving 
«  fubjedls  of  all  degrees,  I  know  that  your  hearts  are 
«  fo  burnt  up  with  zeal  in  this  errand,  and  your  tongues 
«  fo  ready  to  utter  -your   dutiful  affedtion,   and   your 
*'  hands  and   feet  fo  bent  to  concur  in  the  execution 
thereof  (for  which,  as  I  need  not  to  fpur  you,  fo  can 
I  not  but  praife  you  for  the  fame)  as  it  may  very  well 
be  poffible,  that  the  zeal  of  your  hearts  may  make 
fome  of  you  in  your  fpeeches  rafhly  to  blame  fuch  as 
may  be  innocent  of  the  attempt."     He  then  excufes 
the  papifts  in  general,  and  fays,  «  That  many  papifls 
*'  laying  their  only  trufl  upon  Chrifl  and  his  merits,  at 
"  their  laft  breath,  may  and  oftemimes  are  faved ;  de- 
tefting  in  that  point,  and  thinking  the  cruelty  of  the 
puritans  wortliy  of  fire,  that  will  admit  no  falvation 
to  the  papifts."     He  charges  them  «  not  to  think  that  ' 
any  foreign  princes  had  a  hand  in  the  plot,  but  to 
fpeak  and  think  of  them  reverently." 
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In  the  conclufion  of  this  long  fpecch  are  inftruaions 
to  the  parliament  of  the  nature  of  their  office  ;  that 
they  are  not  to  be  too  bufy  in  propofmg  new  laws,  but 
to  confult  on  thofc  which  are  propofed  by  the  king;  that 
they  fliould  be  wary  of  propofmg  novelties,  but  moil  of 
all  not  to  propofe  any  bitter  or  feditious  laws  * 

James  makes  a  kind  of  apology  for  not  having  before  this  per- 
formed the  office  of  a  tutor  to  the  parliament.     *'  It  could  not,"  laid 

he. 
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After  the  chancellor  had  prorogued  the  parliament  till  Ann.  ,605. 
Tuefday,   21ft  of  Januar)^    the  king  rofe   again,    and 
fliewed  the  reafons  for  his  nominating  that  day  for  the 
next  meeting.      «  Since  it  pleafed  God,"  faid  he,  «  to  de- 
"  liver  me  upon  one  day  of  the  week,  wliich  was  Tuef- 
"  day,  and  likewife  on  one  day  of  the  month,  which 
"  was  the  fifth,  thereby  to  teach  me,  that  as  it  was  the 
fame  devil  that  perfecuted  me,  fo  it  was  the  fame  God 
that  ftill  mightily  delivered    me ;  I  thought  it  there- 
fore  not  amifs  that  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  Ja- 
nuary,  which  falls  to  be  upon  Tuefday,  fliould  be  the 
day  of  this  meeting  of  next  feffions  of  parliament." 

The  kings  fpeech  was  much  applauded  by  the  cour- 
tiers,  who  found  outgreatnefs  of  foul  in  the'expreffions 
of  moderation  towards  the  papifts.  The  generality  of 
the  people  were  of  a  different  opinion  ;  they  confidered 
it  as  the  proofs  of  an  incurable  tendernefs  to  the  Roman 
catholics,  and  looked  with  horror  and  refentment  on  the 
uncharitable  condemnation  of  the  puritans  to  fire,  for 
an  opinion  which-  had  no  relation  to  the  ftate.  Neither 
of  tliefe  afligned  motives  were  the  real  ones  that  aduated 
James  in  this  declaration :  He  was  at  this  time  cajoled 

he,  «  be  poflible  for  me,  at  my  firft  entry  here,  before  experience  had 
tftught  It  me,  CO  be  able  to  underftand  the  particular  myfteries  of  this 
ftate.  Yet  now  that  I  have  reigned  almoft  three  years  amongft  you, 
and  have  been  careful  to  obferve  thofe  things  that  belong  to  the  of- 
face  of  a  kmg ;  albeit  that  time  be  but  a  fhort  time  for  experience  in 
others,  yet  in  a  king  may  it  be  thought  a  reafonable  long  time,  cfpe^ 
aally  m  me,  who,  altho'  I  be  but  in  a  manner  a  new  king  here,  yet 
have  been  long  acquainted  with  the  office  of  a  king  in  fuch  another 
kmgdom,  as  doth  ncareft  of  all  others  agree  with  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  this  ftate." 

^  by 
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4""wood^;    ^y  ^P^^^  wi^^i  the  hopes  of  a  famUy-alUance,  attended 
Sr;^;^.  1''^  '^^^^  ^^tt^ing  conditions :  That  he  was  to  be  made 
P.»66,scfe3.  the  arbiter  of  all  the  religious  differences   in  Europe; 
that  a  large  part  of  Flanders,  and  a  yearly  penfion  of  a 
millions  of  ducats,  were  to  be  the  portion  of  the  infan- 
ta ;  and  that  a  reddition  of  fuch  towns  as  he  fliould  de- 
mand were  to  be  the  fccurity.     He,  on  his  fide,  was  to 
affift  Spain  againfl  the  States  General.     Hence  proceeded 
the  cautious  handling  of  the  papifls ;  hence  the  charge 
to  the  Commons    to  diink  and  fpeak  reverently  of  fo- 
reign princes :  and  hence  proceeded  many  proclamations 
to  prevent  the  public  from  fufpeding  that  the  confph-a- 
tors  had  been   promifed  affiftance   from   fuch   powers 
Nor  were  thcfe  all  the  fleps  that  James  took  to  reconcile 
the  Spaniards   to  his   conduct.     Many  Roman  catholics, 
who  had  taken  up  arms  in  Warwickfliire  in  defence  of 
the  confpirators,  were  left  unprofecuted,  and  an  excufc 
fent  to  Spain  for  the  fine  and  imprifonmcnt  of  die  earl 
of  Northumberland  % 


Re-meeting 
•ofPafiiamca! 


,  On  the  re-meeting  of  the  parliament,  the  heinoufnefs 
of  the  late  confpiracy  was  the  firft  confideration  that  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  both  houfes.  Some  of  the  Com- 
mons propofed  that  the  prifoners  might  be  tried  before 
tlie  king  and  parliament ;  others  were  for  bringing  in 
a  bill  to  enaa  a  more  rigorous  punifhmcnt  than  tiic 
law  ordained.  Both  thefe  motions  were  dropped,  and 
tlic  proceedings  againfl  them  took  their  due  courfe.    The 

*  James  gave  leave  to  count  Arimdel  of  Wardour  to  raifc  a  re^i. 
ment  of  fifteen  hundred  Englifh,  and  to  the  earl  of  Hume  to  raifc 
another  cf  a  thou  fan  d  Scats  for  the  fervice  of  the  arch-dukc.  Csa/.ne, 
vol.  HI.  p.  C^6.  ■  . 

•  ■  refult 
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i-efult  of  their  refentment  was  an  adt  which  ordained  an  a„..  ,6cj. 
annual  thankfgivmg  on  the  fifth  of  Novemberi  and  two  • 
fevere  ones  againfl  the  body  of  papifls,  entitled,  «  An 
aa  fOT  difcovering  and  repreffing  popifli  r^cufants ;  and 
an  adl  to  prevent  dangers  which  may  grow  by  popifh 
recufants."     Thefe  ftatutes  are  yet  in  force. 

The  bufinefs  of  a  fupply  brought  On  the  demand  for 
tedrefs  of  grievances.     The  king,  who  heard  that  the 
Commons  were  about  ecclefiaftical  abufes,   was  deter- 
mined to  be  before-hand  with  them,  and  a  meflage  was 
delivered  to  the  I^rds  by  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
concerning  the  abufes  of  excommunication,  with  this 
prov^o :  «  Tho  his  majefty  doth  defii^  that  the  laid  ju- 
nfdidion  eclefiaftick  may  be  maintained  and  upholdea 
in  all  refpefts  as  it  is  fit."     A  meflage  fi-om  the  Com- 
mons defu^d  a  conference  on  thefe  articles:  The  filencine 
of  miniflers,    the  multiplicity  of  ecclefiaflical  commi* 
toons,  the  manner  of  citations,  and  the  point  of  excom- 
munication.    The  Lords  did  not  anfwer  the  meflage  till 
lome  time  after,  when  the  Commons  were  told  that  they 
had  appomted  a  committee  for  the  conference.    PreioK, 
nve  royal  had  been  fo  zealoufly  maintained  in  the  upper 
houfe    m  a  debate  whether  they  fhould  agree  or  not  to 
the  deCred  conference,  that  the  king  fent  thanks  to  all 
the  lords  in  general  for  their  regard  to  his  power.    The 
bulinefs  of  the  conference  was  now  proceeded  on.    The 
bifliops  were  of  the  committee  for  the  Lords,  and  the 
atta^r  was  determined  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  king's 
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fance  of  purveyorfhip  *,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  officers, 
were  fo  ftrongly  reprefented  by  the  Commons,  that  the 
miniftry  were  confounded,  and  faid  that  they  would 
join  in  chafing  out  pui-veyors  ;  but  intrcated  an  imme- 
pariiam.  Hid  ^- ^^^  fupply  to  the  king's  neceffities  f.  A  bill  for  three 
fubfidies  and  fix  fifteenths  went  on  heavily  in  the  lower 
houfe  ;  the  rcdrefs  of  grievances  was  thought  very  ne- 
ceflary  to  precede  fo  large  a  grant.  Thefe  were  enume- 
rated, and  the  amount  was  fo  vaft,  that  James  faid 
peevifhly,  "  They  had  fent  an  O  yes  through  the  nation 
to  find  them."  In  the  heat  of  the  debate,  an  alarm  of 
the  king's  being  murdered  at  Oking  threw  the  whole 
town  in  confufion.  The  citizens  were  put  under  arms, 
and  pr^arations  made  for  a  fiege.  The  frighted  mem- 
bers fent  meflage  after  mefTage  to  the  council,  to  know 

•  Thcfe  men,  by  the  licence  of  their  office,  which  was  to  purvey  for 
the  king's  houfhold,  prefled  into  their  fervice  all  kind  of  wheel-car- 
riages and  vehicles,  in  times  of  the  greateft  bufmcfs,  and  by  fuch 
means  extorted  money  for  refpites.     Two  afts  to  redrcfs  this-  griev- 
ance palled  the  houfe  of  Commons,  but  were  rejected  by  the  Lords, 
f  Sir  Thomas  Ridgeway  was  one  of  the  moft  zealous  members  in 
Firliam.Hift.  *^^  bufmcfs.     After  having  expatiated  on  the  bleffings  the  iQand  en- 
ToL  V.  p.  147.  joyed  under  the  prefcnt  government*  he  enumerated  the  charges  the 
king  had  fuftained  fince  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  •,  and  added,  that 
the  commonwealth  was  obliged  to  lighten  the  burden  -,  for,  as  Mofes 
faid.  How  can  he  alone  bear  their  ftrifes  and  incumbrances  ? 

James  at  this  time  maintained,  at  a  great  charge,  an  ambaflador  or 
rcfident  in  almoft  every  court  in  Europe  •,  his  domeftic  cxpences  ran 
high  1  fome  of  the  malks  that  the  queen  gave  coll  3000 1.  James  had 
fcattered  his  favours  with  a  childilh  profufion-,  and  the  Commons 
planly  faw,  in  the  enumerating  the  caufes  of  his  neceflity,  that  thefe 
caufes  might  have  been  avoided.  Mr.  Holt  obferved,  that  a  fubfidy 
was  a  public  contribution,  not  to  be  applied  to  private  ufcs,  bounties^ 
ex^nceS)  ceremonies,  and  the  like. 

the 
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the  truth  of  the  various  reports;  in  a  little  time  they  Ann.  1605. 
became   lefs   flrong,  then  doubtful,  and  in  fome  hours 
James  fent  word  that  he  intended  being  in  London  that 
day.     Whilfl  the  minds  of  men  were  yet  agitated  by 
the  double  furprize,  whilfl  the  tide  of  affediion  ran  yet 
high  on  account  of  the  fuppofed  accident,  the  courtiers 
pufhed  the  fupply  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  warmly,  that  not- 
withftanding   all   that  the  clear-fighted  members  could 
do,  they  carried  the  motion.     The  next  day,  when  time 
and  refledlion  had  abated  over-heated   loyalty,  the  out-    ' 
witted  party  began  to  confider  of  the  largenefs  of  their 
generofity  ;    and  fome  of  the  members  moved  that  it 
fliould  not  pafs  till  the  heavy  grievances  of  the  nation 
were  redrefTed.     The  courtiers  over-ruled^  this,  and  the 
bill  was  fent  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  where  it  met 
with  a  quick  and  eafy  afTent.     Nor  did  the  gratification 
which  James  enjoyed  from  the  report  terminate  here. 
He  was  received  at  Hyde-park  by  rhe  fpeaker  and  four 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  the  city  paid  him' 
the  fame  compliment ;  whilft  the  eafy  vulgar  were  un- 
•  bounded  in  their  exrafies.    The  union  was  again  brought  p  ,.     „. 
before  the  houfes,  and  a  bill  pafTed  as  ineffe6hial  as  the   ^'"'"^  ^• 
former. 

The  Commons  were  in  fo  little  temper  for  fuch  a 
compliance,  that  the  country-party  in  the  houfe  had 
drawn  up  a  lift  of  the  grievances  of  church  and 
ftate,  and  brifkly  prefented  it,  while  the  bill  of  fupply 
was  pafTmg  the  Lords.  The  oppreffion  which  the  fub- 
jedl  fufFered  from  purveyorfhip  was  again  argued  in  the 
houfe,  with  propofals  for  taking  away  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the  green-cloth.     This  drew  a  mefTage  from 
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Am.  1605.  the  king,  in  which  he  affiired  them  of  a  reformation  m 
this  article,  and  that  the  fubjedl  fhould  not  be  brought 
before  the  green-cloth,  but  before  the  juftice-feat.  One 
Parker  preached  a  fermon  at  St.  Paul's,  where  he  abufed 
the  houfe  of  Commons  in  the  grofleft  terms  for  irregu- 
lar proceedings  ;  he  was  protected  by  the  king,  under  a 
promife  of  corredlion.      This  affair  would  have  gone 

27  May.  farther,  if  the  parhament  had  not  been  prorogued  fud-^ 
denly  *. 

*  Afts  paired  this  felTions. 

1.  An  ad  for  an  annual  thankfgiving  on  the  fifth  day  of  November. 

2.  An  ad  for  the  attainder  of  divers  offenders  in  the  late  moft  bar- 
barous, monftrous,  deteftable,  and  damnable  treafons. 

3.  An  ad  declaratory,  explaining  the  branch  of  an  ad  authorizing 
certain  commiffioners  of  the  realm  of  England  to  treat  with  the  com- 
miflioners  of  Scotland. 

4.  An  ad  for  the  better  difcovering  and  reprefling  of  popifh  recu- 
iants. 

5.  An  ad  to  prevent  and  avoid  dangers  which  may  grow  by  popifli 
recufants. 

6.  An  ad  to  enable  his  majefty's  fubjeds  of  England  and  Wales  to 
trade  freely  into  the  dominions  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France. 

7.  An  ad  to  reform  the  multitudes  and  mifdemeanors  of  attornies 
and  folicitors  at  law. 

8.  An  ad  to  avoid  unneceffary  delays  of  executions. 

9.  An  ad  for  the  relief  of  fuch  as  lawfully  ufe  the  trade  and  handi- 
craft of  fldnners. 

10.  An  ad  for  the  rating  and  levying  of  the  charges  for  conveying 
malefadors  and  offenders  to  jail. 

11.  An  ad  for  tranfportation  of  beer  over  the  feas. 

12.  An  ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  fea-filh. 

1 3.  An  ad  againft  the  unlawful  hunting  and  ftealing  of  deer  and 
conies. 

14.  An  ad  for  explanation  of  the  ftatute  of  fewers. 

15.  An  ad  for  the  recovering  of  fmali  debts,  and  for  the  relieving 
of  poor  debtors  in  London*. 

16.  An 
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The  friendly  difpolition  of  the  Englifh  towards  the  Ann.  1605. 
Dutch  occafioned  fuch  a  coldnefs  in  the  Spaniih  monarch, 
that  James  had  reafon  to  be  convinced  that  he  fhould 
enjoy  little  reality  from  the  glorious  offers  of  that  court. 
Either  through  indolence,  or  want  of  courage,  he  was 
fo  far  from  executing  his  part  of  the  conditions,  viz,  an 
afliftance  againfl  the  flates,  that  he  did  not  prevent  his 
fubjedts  from  inlifling  under  their  banners.     The  Spa-  winwood'* 
niard,  defpairing  to  roufe  the  inactivity  of  his  Englifh  voULp.1^31 
ally,  and  refenting  the  aid  that  the  United  Provinces  re- 
ceived from  his  fubjedls,  affedted ,  to  treat  him  with  the 
utmoU  contempt.      Cornwallis,    the  Englifh  refident  at 
the  Spanifh  court,  was   told  that  James  had  fo  entirely 
lofl  the  hearts  of  his  fubjeds,  that  he  had  no  influence 

16.  An  ad  for  the  repealing  an  ad  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
Elizabeth's  reign,  concerning  the  length  of  kerfies. 

17.  An  ad  concerning  Welfh  cottons. 

18.  An  ad  for  the  bringing  in  of  a  frefh  ftream  of  running  water  to 
the  north  part  of  the  city  of  London. 

19.  An  ad  concerning  the  repairing  and  maintaining  the  highway 
leading  from  Kenfington  to  Nonfuch. 

20.  An  ad  how  pafTage  may  be  made  by  water  from  London  to 
Oxford. 

21.  An  ad  to  reftrain  the  abufes  of  players. 

22.  An  ad  for  the  paving  of  Drury-lane  and  the  town  of  St.  GilesV 
in  the  Fields. 

23.  An  ad  for  repairing  of  Chepftowe-bridge. 

24.  An  ad  concerning  the  bridge  over  the  Severn. 

25.  An  ad  containing  a  confirmation  of  four  fubfidies  of  fburfhil-    - 
lings  in  the  pound  granted  to  the  king  by  the  clergy. 

26.  An  ad  granting  three  entire  fubfidies  and  fix  fifteenths,  granted 
to  the  king  by  the  temporality. 

27.  An  ad  containing  a  confirmation  of  the  king's  general  and  free- 
pardon,  with  exceptions.     Vide  Statutes  at  Large. 

over 
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Ann.  ,605.    over  them,    and  therefore  liis  friendfliip  was  of  little 
confequence. 

Several  confpirators  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
gun-powder  plot,  now  under  the  prote^ion  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  were  refufed  to  be  given  up,  and  the  Englifli 
merchants  were  perfecuted  by  the  inquifition,  on  pre-^ 
tence  of  retaliation  for  the  fuiFerings  of  the  papifts  in  Eng- 
land  *.   Notwithftanding  thefe  infults  he  did  not  forbid  all 

*  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis,  James's  refident  in  Spain,  was  at  this  time 
treated  with  infolence  and  inhumanity.  See  the  following  letter  from 
him  on  this  fubjea:  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council. 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips,  Madrid,  9  April,  1 607,  O.  S. 

«  Upon  the  fixth  of  this  prefent  I  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
third  of  the  laft  month,  together  with  a  letter  from  his  majefty  to  the 
king  here,  in  relief  of  Adrian  Thibault.  Yefterday  I  had  a  meflage 
from  the  king,  that  this  morning  about  nine  of  the  clock  I  fhould 
have  accefs  unto  him  :  I  obferved  that  hour,  but  was  not  obferved 
with  .,  for  I  ftayed  till  after  twelve  of  the  clock,  in  a  little  bafe'form. 
Inch  as  I  think  there  are  few  in  the  king  my  mailer's  fkullery,  which 
are  not  furniihed  with  much  better,  unaccompanied  and  unattended 
(as  ambafladors  are  in  England)  but  left  to  walk  alone,  or  take  my 
leat  in  the  form,  when  wearinefs  fhould  enforce  me.  Yet  much  fa- 
voured had  I  been  if  the  poor  form  had  been  left  me  -,  but  one  of  the 
king's  chamber,  either  out  of  want  of  courtefy  and  refpec^  or  of  wit 
and  good  will,  caufed  my  form  to  be  taken  away,  and  carried  into 
the  next  chamber;  fo  as  then,  for  the  fpace  of  one  whole  hour,  I  was 
enforced  to  hold  me  to  my  walk  ;  which  had  been  much  lefs  -rievous 
unto  me  if  either  the  place  had  been  more  fpacious,  or  myfelf  as  able 
(as  accuftomably  I  am)  to  have  endured  it :  but  having  through  dif- 
temper,  and  much  grief  in  my  fpleen,  not  llept  above  two  hours  in 
two  nights  before,  which,  had  not  his  majefty's  fervice  drawn  me  out, 
would  rather  have  moved  me  to  have  kept  my  bed,  than  give  fo  long 
attendance  upon  a  bare  pavement  in  court,  together  with  fo  long  fad- 
ing, I  became  exceeding  faint,  and  grieved  not  a  little  at  fo  unrefpec- 
tive  an  ufage."    ^inwood's  M£monalSy  volAl.  p.  igg. 
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hopes  of  alliance;  and  James  ftill  flattering  himfelf  with  Ann.  1606. 
that  fantaftical  deluiion,  winked  at  oppreffions,  which  a 
warlike  nation  would  have  entirely  put  an  end  to. 

A  VISIT  from  the  king  of  Denmark  and  the  prince 
Vaudemont,  another  relation  of  the  queen,  helped  to 
diffipate  the  large  grants  which  the  king  had  received 
lall  feflions.  One  continued  round  of  magnificent 
fhews  and  expenfive  amufements  filled  up  the  barren 
tranfadlions  of  his  court  *. 


CHAP. 


III. 


Parliament Prorogation Jffairs  of  Holland, Re-meet- 

ing  of  parliament Death  of  the  king  of  France Pro- 
rogation and  dijjolution  of  parliament. 

TH  E  nation  appeared  to  enjoy  a  perfedl  calm  ;  the 
dazzling  glitter  of  the  court,  whilft  it  diffipated  re- 
flexion, confounded  the  fenfe  of  evil  with  the  allure- 
ment of  pleafure;  and  private  giievances  were  forgot 
in  the  enjoyment  of  public  amufements,      James,  wan- 

♦  I  find  among  the  manufcripts  in  the  Britifli  Mufeum  a  letter  of 
James  to  the  town  of  Shrewfbury,  recommending  Thomas  Unton  to 
be  town-clerk.  The  corporation  of  Shrewfbury  excufed  themfelves 
from  complying  with  this  requeft,  and  petitioned  to  be  left  to  the  free 
cxercife  of  their  privileges  by  charter.  Some  time  after  this,  James 
applied  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  city  of  Chefter,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Manwaring  to  be  recorder ;  this  city,  in  their  anfwer  to  the  king, 
followed  the  example  which  had  been  fet  them  by  the  town  of  Shrewf- 
bury.    MSS.  in  the  Br,  Mufeunty  fol.  384,  number  2105. 
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Ann.  1606.  toning  in  the  moil  lavifli  prodigality,  would  have  expe- 
rienced the  full  meafure  of  happinefs,  had  he  efFedted 
his  darling  plan  of  an  union.  This  event  he  looked 
on  as  one  of  the  mofl  important  advantages  of  his  ac- 
ceflion ;  and  an  epocha  which  would  flrongly  mark  the 
luftre  of  his  reign :  nor  did  he  ever  fufpedt  that  his  in- 
genuity and  eloquence  would  be  baffled  in  one  of  the 
mofl  rational  fchemes  he  had  ever  projected,  or  that  ple- 
beian powers  could  withfland  kingly  force  and  kingly 
wifdom ;  befides,  the  late  generofity  of  the  Commons 
had  taught  him,  that  if  that  formidable  aflembly  was 
difficult  of  convi(5lion,  they  were  liable  to  be  over-reached 
by  the  low  cunning  of  court-politics.  The  next  feffions 
he  hoped  would  bring  the  affair  to  a  favourable  iffiie  ; 
and  on  the  eighteenth  of  November,  the  day  to  which 
the  parliament  had  been  prorogued,  he  made  a  fpeech 
to   that   effed*.     Sir  Francis   Bacon  employed  all  his 

*  In  this  fpeech  James  admonifhes  the  parliament  to  be  upon  their 

good  behaviour:  He  tells  them,   That  as  individuals   they  are   fub- 

jed  to  the  power  of  their  fovereign  ;  warns  them,  that  their  office  is 

not  perpetual,  and  compares  the  diffolution  of  a  parliament  to  the 

death  of  kings,  who,  after  the  expiration  of  their  reigns  with  their 

lives,    muft  give  an  account  of  their  adions.     "  Beware,  adds  he, 

that  ye  be  not  like  Icarus  the  fon  of  Daedalus,  that  foared  fo  near  the 

fun  with  his  wings  of  wax,  that  his  wax  melted,  and  his  wings  failed, 

and  down  he  fell ;  and  therefore  I  conclude  with  Neptune  in  Virgil, 

Sed  motos  praftat  componere  flu^us.     I  wifh  ye  would  know  me,    and 

obferve  me  -,   and  if  any  plebeian  tribunes  ihould  incur  any  offence, 

or  commit  any  fuch  errors,  that  ye  would  correct  them  for  it,  and 

judge  yourfelves,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  that  ye  be  not  judged ;  and  that 

the  whole  body  receive  not  a  wound  for  one  ill  member  thereof." 

Journals  of     After  having  alTailed  the  parliament  with  many  importunities  con- 

Commois°^    cerning  the  union,  he  told  them,  that  he  defired  no  more  than  what  he 

vol.i.  p.  314.  had  power  of  himfelf  to  accomplifh  without  them. 
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powers  to  the  fame  purpofe  ;  and,  in  order  to  foften  the  Ann.  1606. 
members,  fome  trifling  cx)ncefIions  were  made  on  a  few 
of  the  leaft  important  articles  in  the  lifl  of  grievances 
offered  the  laft  feffions :  but  neither  could  the  kcennefs 
of  the  monarch,  the  favour  of  his  conccffions,  nor  the 
eloquence  of  his  fcrvant,  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  prevail  over 
the  determined  refolution  of  the  Commons ;  nor  were 
the  Lords  extremely  forward  to  (liew  that  devotion  which 
had  ever  been  proof  againfl  the  arguments  of  public 
good.  National  animofity  and  perfonal  jealoufy  now  fo 
far  prevailed,  that  after  many  fruitlefs  meflages,  and  as 
fruitlefs  conferences,  the  only  point  dcteraiincd  was  an 
av^  for  the  utter  abolition  of  all  memory  of  hoftilities 
between  the  two  nations ;  and  for  repreffing  the  occafion 
of  difcord  for  the  time  to  come  *'.  James,  impatient  at 
thefe  delays,  called  together  the  two  houfes  at  White- 
hall f ,  where  he  laboured  to  convince  tlicm  of  the  utility 

*  The  Commons  thought  fit  to  gratify  the  king  by  imprifoning  one 
of  their  members.  Sir  Chriftopher  Pigott,  and  difmifling  him  from  the 
houfe,  for  having  inveighed  with  great  intemperatcnefs  agamft  the 
Scotch  in  a  debate  on  the  fubje<5t  of  the  union. 

-j-  In  the  fpeech  the  king  made  on  this  occafion,  he  gives  a  remark- 
able detail  of  the  extent  of  his  authority  in  the  Scotch  government ; 
it  is  in  anfwer  to  an  obje<^ion  made  by  the  oppofition  on  the  different 
privileges  claimed  by  the  Scotch  and  Englifh  fubje6ls.  "  The  Scots, 
fays  he,  in  their  pretence  to  a  preferving  their  own  fundamental  laws, 
only  mean  thofe  laws  by  which  confufion  is  avoided,  and  their  king's 
fucceffion  and  monarchy  maintained  ;  not  tlie  common  law  as  you  do, 
for  the  Scots  have  no  law  but  that  which  is  jus  regis."  He  boafts, 
that  he  governs  Scotland  with  his  pen  ;  that  he  does  more  by  a  clerk 
of  the  council  than  others  could  do  by  the  fword  ;  that  no  man  there 
dares  to  fpeak  difhonourably  of  England,  as  the  Englifh  have  done  of 
Scotland,  for  the  authority  of  the  chancellor  would  interrupt  him.  To 
an  objedion  that  had  been  flartcd,   that   the  king  of  Scotland  had 
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of  the  union,  and  the  error  of  their  proceedings  ;  men- 
tioned a  proclamation  he  had  made  by  the  opinion  of 
the  judges,  to  naturaUze  thofe  Scotch  fubjeds  born  after 
his  acceflion,  and  charges  them  not  to  difgrace  either 
his  proclamation  or  his  judges  ;  who,  when  the  parlia- 
ment was  done,  had  authority  to  ti7  their  lands  and  lives : 
kftly,  he  warned  them  to  think  of  his  power,  and  not 
to  tempt   his   patience.      The    important    confequences 
which  muft  attend  an  incorporation  of  the  two  nations 
more  than  ballanced   the  king's  rhetoric,  and  deterred 
the  parliament  from  attempting  it  j  t  a  time  when  his 
partiality,  and  the  pretenfions  of  the  Scotch,  forbade  all: 
hopes  of  its  being  done  on  advantageous  or  even  equita- 
ble terms. 

The  mortification  which  the  difappointmcnt  occafioned 
to  James  was  confiderable  -,  the  conviction  of  his  own 
abilities,  and  the  flattery  he  had  met  with  on  his  accef- 
fion,  made  him  look  on  every  attempt  to  be  within  the 
reach  of  his  powers.  He  had  gone  farther  in  this  than 
bis  prerogative  could  fecure  ;  its  proving  abortive  would 
make  even  his  Scotch  fubjedls  look  upon  his  influence 
in  England  with  contempt.  He  had  mixed  entreaty  with 
threats,  and  had  condefcended  to  beg  the  parliament  to 
fave  him  the  difgrace  of  being  fruftrated  :  his  refent- 
ment  made  him  conceive  a  contempt  and  averiion  for 
thefe  aflemblies,  which  continued  all  the  remaining  part 

aot  a  negative  voice,  but  muft  pafs  the  laws  agreed  on  by  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  he  aflures  them,  that  the  form  of  the  Scotch  parlia- 
ment is  fo  little  inclined  to  popularity  that  all  bills  to  be  exhibited  on 
a  feflions  muft  be  approved  by  the  king  before  they  can  be  propounded 
^.th?  parliamcQt.     Parliam.  Hifi.  vol.V.  p.  199,  i^  feg,. 
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of  his  reign;  nOr  were  thefe  aflemblies  more  favourable  Arm.  1607. 
in  their  opinion  of  majefty :  James's  mean  mif-reprefen- 
tations,  his  verbal  aflfurances,  his  impotent  menaces, 
and  barren  arguments,  while  they  expofed  the  flialiow- 
nefs  of  the  modern  Solomon,  unveiled*  prerogative  itfelf. 
The  Cbmmons  now  with  curious  eyes  looked  on  a  divi- 
nity which  they  had  been  taught  to  worfhip  blindly. 
On  canvafllng  its  pretenfions,  they  found  them  not  only 
deftrudlive  to  the  conftitution,  but  irreconcileable  to  every 
rational  principle  ;  and  that  the  laws  Were  weak  barriers 
to  its  unlimited  force.  Among  the  many  bitter  things 
which  had  been  fa  id  during  the  late  contefl:,  the  incon- 
venience of  royal  refidence  was  fo  often  hinted  at,  that 
James  adlually  offered  the  parliament  to  fpend  his  years 
alternately  in  Scodand  and  England,  or  to  remove  his 
court  to  York.  The  Commons  intended  to  defire  him 
in  an  addrefs  not  to  lifl:en  to  reports,  but  learn  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  from  the  fpeaker ;  the  king  was  ap- 
prized of  their  intention,  and  pacified  them  by  a  mef- 
fage  importing,  "  That  he  was  extremely  tender  of 
their  privileges,  and  that  every  member  might  fpeak 
freely,  though  with  modefty  and  difcretion."  Not  be- 
ing able  to  attain  the  ends  for  which  he  permitted  the 
parliament   to   meet,    on   the    fourth  of  July  he   pro-  Parliament 

r  '  ,  prorogue*. 

rogued  them  to  the  fixtecnth  of  November  *.      A  pe- 

*  A6ls  pafied  this  fefTionSi 

i.  An  a6t  for  the  utter  abolition  of  all  memory  of  hoftilities,  and 
the  dependance  thereof,  between  England  and  Scotland,  and  for  the 
reprefling  the  occafions  of  difcord  and  diforders  for  the  time  to  come. 

2.  An  at^  for  the  true  making  of  woollen-cloth. 

3.  An  aft  to  give  coils  to  the  defendant  upon  anon-fuitofthe  plairi- 
tifF. 
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Ann.  1607.    tition  was  prefented    to  the  Gammons  this  feffion  on 

4.  An  a(5t  to  reftrain  the  utterance  of  beer  to  alchoufe-keepcrs  not 
licenfed. 

5.  An  3(51  for  reprefling  drunkennefs. 

6.  An  a(5t  for  repealing  one  branch  of  a  ftatute  concerning  tanners. 

7.  An  aft  for  the  founding  and  incorporating  of  a  free  grammar- 
fchool  in  the  town  of  North  Leech. 

8.  An  ad  touching  the  drowned  marfties  of  Lefnes  and  Fants  in 
the  county  of  Kent. 

9.  An  aft  to  explain  a  former  aft  entitled.  An  aft  to  enable  all  his 
majefty*s  loving  fubjefts  of  England  and  Wales  to  trade  freely  into  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France. 

10.  An  aft  for  confirmation  of  fome  part  of  a  charter  granted  to  the 
mayor,  &c.  of  the  town  of  Southampton. 

11.  An  aft  for  the  better  provifion  of  pafture  for  neceflary  mainte- 
nance of  hufbandry,  &c. 

12.  An  aft  for  the  explanation  of  a  ftatute  entitled.  An  aft  for  the 
bringing  in  of  a  frelh  ftream  of  water  to  the  North  parts  of  the  city 
of  London. 

13.  An  aft  for  the  draining  of  certain  fens  and  low  grounds  in  the 
iflc  of  Ely. 

14.  An  aft  for  the  better  execution  of  juftice  in  the  North  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  England. 

15.  An  aft  that  all  fuch  as  are  to  be  naturalized  or  reftored  in  blood 
fhall  receive  the  facrament  and  then  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

16.  An  aft  concerning  the  employment  of  money  given  for  the  bind- 
ing out  of  apprentices. 

17.  An  aft  for  the  due  execution  of  divers  laws  concerning  beggars, 
&c. 

18.  An  aft  foreafe  in  pleading  fuits  profccuted  againft  juftices,  Sec. 

19.  An  aft  for  adminiftring  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  reformation^ 
of  married  women  recufants. 

20.  An  aft  concerning  the  punilhing  of  fraud  in  the  woollen  manu- 
fafturc. 

21.  An  aft  to  enlarge  an  aft  concerning  the  keeping  of  milch 
kine,  &c» 

22.  An  .aft  concerning  the  bringing  of  frelh  ftreams  of  water  to 
Chelfea  College. 

23^.  An 
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the  hardfliips  inflided  on  the  Englifli  merchants  hy  the  ^^^^^% 
Spaniards  *.     The  miniftry  took  it  amifs,  that  the  par- 


23.  An  aft  for  reformation  of  alehoufe  keepers. 

24.  An  aft  concerning  the  prefervation  of  game. 

25.  An  aft  to  avoid  the  double  payment  of  debts. 

26.  An  aft  for  the  explanation  of  a  ftatute  concerning  game. 

27.  An  aft  for  reviving  of  part  of  an  aft  concerning  the  horn  trade. 

28.  An  aft  concerning  fome  manner  of  aflignment  of  debts  to  his 

majefty. 

29.  An  aft  concerning  the  encouragement  of  poor  people  employed 
in  the  manufafture  of  coarfe  cottons. 

30.  An  aft  concerning  the  burning  of  Ling-heath,  &c. 

31.  An  aft  concerning  the  conveyance  of  fea-fand. 

32.  An  aft  for  the  reparation  of  a  weare  on  the  river  Exe. 

33.  An  aft  concerning  the  recovery  of  marfti  grounds  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  overflowed  by  the  fea. 

34.  An.  aft  concerning  the  confirmation  of  decrees  to-  be  made  in  the 
exchequer-chamber,  &c. 

^^.  An  aft  for  a  confirmation  of  a  fubfidy  granted  by  the  clergy. 

36.  An  aft  for  one  fubfidy  and  one  fifteenth  granted  by  the  tem- 
porality. 

37.  An  aft  for  a  confirmation  of  the  king's  general  and  free  pardon. 
Vid.  Statutes  at  Large. 

*  Many  petitions  of  this  fort  had  been  before  prefented  to  the  king 
without  effeft.  Thefe  hardfliips  are  mentioned  in  feveral  letters  from  Sir 
,  Charles  Cornwallis,  the  refident  in  Spain,  to  the  earl  of  Saliftjury.  "  If 
fome  bettercourfe,  writes  he  in  one  of  thefe  letters,  be  not  inftantly  taken, 
I  fee  no  reafon  why  his  majefty  fliould  fuflTer  his  fubjefts  to  continue 
their  trafiic  hither,  fo  much  to  their  lofs  and  peril.  Occafion  to  call 
to  new  queftion  will  arife  out  of  the  cruelty  of  don  Luys  Fyrardo  to 
the  merchants  taken  in  the  Indies  -,  fince  in  the  articles  there  is  con- 
tained no  fpecial  prohibition.  And  fure  I  am,  that  his  majefty  will 
not  think  it  for  his  honour  to  give  fo  much  way  to  the  Spanifli  pride 
as  to  confent  to  deprive  his  fubjefts  to  trade  thither.  I  make  no 
doubt  but  his  majefty  will  not  only  require  fatisfaftion  for  the  lives 
of  his  fubjefts,  there  flain  by  Fyrardo,  but  for  the  liberty  and  refti- 
tution  of  goods  to  thofe  that  remain  in  their  gallies  and  other  prifons. 

Upon 
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Ann.  1607.  liamcnt  fhould  be  petitioned  on  a  fubjedl  within  tiie  par- 
ticular province  of  the  king  and  council ;  and  the  Lords 
refufed  to  concur  in  proceeding  upon  it.  The  remain- 
der of  this  year  and  the  following  is  barren  of  all  me- 
morable events. 


Affairs' o?^'         '^^^  ^^^^^  i6o^  IS  HOtablc  for  the  prevailing  influence 
Holland.       of  liberty.     The  republic  of  Holland,    animated  with 

Upon  this  will  arife  the  qucftion  (and  may  be  raifed  and  now  war- 
ranted with  lafety)  of  a  trade  thither  by  our  merchants,  till  fome 
further  conclufion  be  had  between  the  two  kings.  That  themfclves 
ihall  fend  any  fleet  to  difturb  them,  either  this  year  or  the  next  (if 
the  Hollanders  continue  the  courfe  they  have  begun)  I  fee  little  or 
no  poflibility ;  if  they  here  want  their  treafure  from  thence,  they  are 
neither  able  to  maintain  their  wars  abroad,  nor  themfclves  at  home. 
If  their  people  there  want  their  neceflaries  from  hence,  neceflity  will 
enforce  them  to  caft  themfelves  into  any  arms  that  will  fupply  them 
by  trading  with  them.  To  write  all  I  would  about  this  fubjed:  would 
exceed  all  proportion  of  a  letter :  to  be  fhort,  their  eflates,  were  they 
now  well  fet  upon,  is  irrevocable ;  this  peace  being  an  impediment 
to  the  greateft  advantage  and  means  to  enrich  our  king  and  realm 
that  in  any  age  hath  ever  been  offered."  WinwootJ^s  Memorials,  vol.  II. 
p.  235,  ^feq. 

To  the  merchants  petition  on  the  occafion  of  the  wrongs  they  had 
received  from  the  Spaniards,  were  fubjoined  juft  caufes  and  reafons 
for  enabling  by  law  the  fubjeds  of  England,  by  way  of  letters  of 
mart,  to  recover  the  damages  they  had  received  from  this  i:>eople. 
Thefe  reafons  are  founded  upon  the  iniquitous  proceedings  of  the 
*  Spanifh  courts  of  confifcation,  where  the  fame  perfon  was  commonly 
both  judge  and  party,  and  the  Englilh  were  frequently  put  to  the  tor- 
ture to  make  difcovery.  They  take  notice  likewife,  that  it  was  a 
common  pradice  with  the  Spaniards  to  join  themfelves  with  the  Mal- 
ttk^  who  were  not  then  in  friendfhip  with  England,  and  thereby  en- 
trap the  Englifli,  and  that  under  pretence  of  the  pope's  prohibiting 
all  commerce  with  infidels,  the  moft  valuable  branches  of  their  Le- 
vant and  Turky  trade  had  been  ruined.     Guthrie^  vol  III.  p.  664. 

4  it0 


Its  virtue,  from  fmall  beginnings,  had  become  the  afto-  Ann.  1609^ 
nifliment  of  mankind  ;  and  now,  having  vanquiflied 
her  tyrannical  mailer  in  almoft  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  flie  obliged  him  to  yield  his  arbitrary  pretenfions, 
and  declare  her  independent.  The  pride  of  Spain  long  , 
ftrugglcd  before  it  would  give  up  the  point ;  after  a  te- 
dious negotiation,  a  truce  of  twelve  years  was  conclud- 
ed, under  the  mediation  of  the  kings  of  France  and 
England.  Henry  had  fent  to  offer  his  affiftance,  and 
James  was  complimented  with  the  fame  diftindlion  *. 
Cecil,  who  managed  the  part  tliat  James  acfted,  was  on 
one  fide  fliackled  by  his  mailer's  extreme  fear  of  incur- 
ring the  neceffity  of  making  war,  his  coldnefs  to  the- 
Dutch,  whom  he  termed  rebels,  his  cautioufnefs  of  dif- 
obliging  Spain ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  by  the  warm, 
inclination  of  the  Englifh  fubjedls  towards  the  States. 
His  condudt,  influenced  by  thefe  contrarieties,  was  fo- 
lukewarm,  that  the  fear  and  jealoufy  of  the  Dutch  was 
much  inflamed  by  the  management  pradlifed  with 
Spain,  and  Spain  refcnted  the  prote<5lion  which  the 
Dutch,  during  die  courfe  of  the  mediation,  was  promifed 

*  James  was  afraid  of  being  entirely  left  out  of  this  bufinefs  :  He 
fent  feveral  reprimands  to  the  States  for  not  having  confulted  him  con- 
cerning their  intention  of  a  treaty  with  Spain.  To  the  court  of  Spain 
he  intimated,  that  if  they  had  employed  him  as  a  mediator,  they 
would  not  have  been  obliged  to  have  condefcended  to  the  difgraceful 
terms  of  yielding  their  claim  of  fovereignty  over  the  States.  JVimvood*s 
Memorials,  vol  II.  The  States  paid  James  the  compliment  he  de- 
manded with  fome  reludance:  He  had  peremptorily  refufed  to  enter 
into  a  defenfive  alliance  with  France  for  their  protection,  and  they  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  weak  attachment  which  he  at  this  time  enter- 
tained for  their  inveterate  enemies  the  Spaniards.. 

f  \  from 
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-Ann.  16C9.    from  England  *  ;  who,  though  they  were  not  afTiftcd  fo 
v.igoroully   by  this   power  as  they  ought  to  have  been, 


*  James  was  fo  mean  as  to  make  ufe  of  the  following  arguments  to 
pacify  the  king  of  Spain.  "  If  it  be  confidered,  writes  Salifbury  to 
Cornwallis,  what  power  his  majefty  had  and  hath  Hill  to  crofs  this 
treaty  now  on  foot  (how  far  onwards  foever  it  may  be  taken  to  be)  if 
he  would  but  promife  any  underhand  alTiftance  to  the  States,  where- 
unto  he  is  often  folicited  by  them,  and  to  whom  he  fliould  give  fatif- 
fa<5bion  if  he  would  but  have  permitted  the  French  king  to  have  paid 
fome  money  of  his  own  debts ;  or  if  his  majefty*s  proceeding  be  but 
looked  into,  how  temperately  he  hath  carried  himfelf  therein  more 
than  others,  becaufe  he  would  not  give  the  States  any  caufe  to  infifl 
upon  any  exorbitant  conditions  in  the  treaty,  infomuch  as  (I  do  aflure 
you)  the  matter  is  not  yet  brought  to  any  final  conclufion  j  of  which 
his  majefty*s  flownefs,  thofe  that  feek  to  draw  a  ftrait  obligation  and 
dependency  from  the  States  unto  them,  ccafe  not  to  make  the  bed 
ufe  they  can,  comparing  their  readinefs  with  his  majefty*s  coldnefs. 
It  will  appear,  if  the  audit  be  well  caft  up,  that  his  majefty  deferveth 
better  at  the  king  of  Spain's  and  archduke's  hands,  in  real  and  eflen- 
tial  friendlhip,  than  he  is  requited  ;  unlefs  they  would  have  left  the 
king  obnoxious  to  all  the  world's  cenfure,  and  particularly  to  the 
States'  fufpicion,  not  only  to  have  refufcd  any  manner  of  afliftance 
openly  or  covertly,  mediately  or  immediately,  for  the  war,  but  to  have 
perfuaded  peace  and  truft,  and  yet  have  refufed  this  contract,  which 
is  of  no  validity,  except  peace  be  made  and  after  broken.  And  for 
the  argument  itfelf,  of  the  perpetual  friendftiip,  you  may  fay  that  the 
States'  peace  with  Spain  being  likewife  perpetual  (as  it  is  pretended) 
can  give  no  prejudice  unto  it,  unlefs  they  will  give  it  in  furmife  that 
they  intend  not  to  keep  the  fame,  and  therefore  would  have  us  defift 
from  any  fuch  league  with  the  States.  In  which  particular,  as  they 
will  open  themfelves  unto  you,  fo  his  majefty  will  conform  himfelf  ac- 
cordingly. 

Moreover,  I  muft  let  you  know  what  ftrange  judgment  the  world 
doth  make  of  that  public  reception  and  fupport  given  to  Tyrone  and 
others  at  Milan,  contrary  to  the  king  of  Spain's  proteftation,  both  de- 
livered unto  you,  and  here  confirmed  by  his  own  ambaftador  to  his 
majefty,  That  the  king  would  not  ftielter  them  in  any  of  his  domi- 
nions J 
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yet  to  Its  perfeverance  in  not  abandoning  them,  may  Ann.  1609^ 
be  attributed  the  terms  they  got  from  Spain,   and  the 

nions ;  whereas  now  the  world  fees  that  they  are  publicly  feceived* 
feafted,  and  entertained  at  Milan,  with  money  given  them  by  his  pub- 
lic minifter  there :  In  which  particular  you  may  reprefent  unto  the 
king,  what  hazard  his  word  and  faith  runneth  in  the  opinion  of  others* 
judgment,  though  his  majefty  fufpendeth  his  own,  and  what  fmall  re- 
tribution he  giveth  to  the  king  our  mafter,  in  thofe  and  all  other  his 
moft  honourable  proceedings  towards  him. 

Laftly,  if  you  (hall  hear  it  fpoken  of  there  that  the  king  our  mafter 
continueth  any  diftjurfcments   to  the  States,    by  way  of  affiftance 
unto  them,  under  the  payments  which  the  French  king  doth  yearly 
afford  unto  them,  you  may  confidently  affirm  (for  fo  his  majefty  doth 
take  It  upon  his  honour,  and  I  myfelf  know  it  to  be  true)  that  his 
majefty  never  aflented  to  any  fuch  courfe  (fince  his  peace  was  con- 
eluded  with  Spain)  but  hath  ftiU  protefted  againft  it  to  the  French 
king  and  his  minifters,  that  he  would  not  ftand  to  any  fuch  dift)urfe- 
ments ;  fo  that  if  the  French  ambaflador  there  fhould  inform  any  fuch 
matter,  you  may  publicly  proteft,  that  the  king  our  mafter  does  ut- 
terly  difavow  it.     True  it  is,  that  the  chief  financer  de  Rofny  hath 
ftiU  gone  about  to  urge  it  upon  our  decompts,  but  his  majefty  hath 
from  time  to  time  difclaimed  againft  it ;  fo  as  this  is  rather  to  be  ac 
counted  a  bravery  of  the  financers,  than  a  matter  in  which  the  French 
king  will  truly  avow  him."     mnwood^s  Memorials,   vol.  11    p   4.02 
^  fii'  * 

On  James's  accefTion,  there  remained  a  debt  due  from  the  French 
king  to  the  crown  of  England  of  money  which  had  been  advanced  by 
Elizabeth.  This  debt  Henry  the  Fourth  wanted  to  pay  on  James's 
account,  to  the  fupport  of  the  States  :  James  always  peremptorily  re- 
fufed this,  on  pretence  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  his  treaty  with 
Spain. 

At  this  period  that  James  was  thus  meanly  courting  the  good  graces 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  the  earls  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel,  and  a  great 
number  of  Britifti  and  Irifti  rebels,  were  received  and  maintained  in 
the  Spanifti  dominions  j  and  they  openly  avowed  a  defign  of  making  an 
infurrcdlion  in  Ireland. 

In  another  letter  Saliftjury  dilates  further  on  the  fubjed  of  excufino-, 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  James's  condud  in  this  bufmefs.     "  When  we 

H  underftood, 
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Ann.  1609.    being  acknowledged  a  fovereign  flate  by  all  other  po* 
tentates  *. 

underftood,  writes  he,  that  the  States  (finding  themfelves  abandoned 
of  their  expedbation  for  afllftance  in  the  war,  were  unwilling  to  proceed 
further  into  the  peace,  unlefs  they  might  have  fome  kind  of  warrant 
and  aflurance  from  their  neighbour  princes,  whereon  they  might  rely- 
in  cafe  that  conditions  afterwards  Ihould  not  be  kept  with  them)  had 
made  inftance  for  a  league  defenfive,  to  be  made  betwixt  his  majefty, 
the  French,  and  them,  which  league  Ihould  have  relation  to  the  con^ 
clufion  of  the  peace,  and  not  otherwife,  his  majefly  ihewed  no  fuch 
readinefs  to  embrace  the  fame  j  though,  upon  fecond  inftances  made 
in  that  behalf,  as  he  had  no  reafon  wholly  to  rejed  this  league,  left 
the  States  might  conceive  that  his  majefty  would  wholly  caft  them  off 
both  in  war  and  peace,  fa  would  he  not  alfo  fuddenly  accept  of  ir, 
kft  the  States'  mind  might  be  railed  thereby  to  ftand  upon  higher  con- 
ditions with  Spain  -,  but  rather  chofe  to  protraft  his  refolution,  under 
pretence  of  other  circumftances  that  were  depending  thereon,  for  the 
reimburfement  of  their  debt,  and  fuch  like :  until  afterwards,  feeing 
on  the  one  fide  the  French  impatient  of  delay  to  have  concluded  their 
league,  and  no  exceptions  taken  at  all  for  it  from  Spain  or  the  arch- 
duke's ;  and  on  the  other  fide  finding  the  States  continually  to  prefs 
his  majefty  for  his  refolution  in  it,  profefTing  otherwife  their  unwilling- 
nefs  to  proceed  without  it  into  the  peace,  his  majefty  gave  orders  to 
his  commiflioners  to  go  onward  alfo  into  this  league,  but  commanded 
them  firft  to  acquaint  the  arch-duke's  commifTioners  with  it,  and  to 
impart  unto  them  the  reafons  which  moved  his  majefty  to  do  it.  PFin- 
^Good's  Memorials^  vol.  II.  p.  407. 

*  He  at  length  concluded  a  feparate  treaty  with  the  States,  by 
which  he  engaged  himfelf  to  furnifti  twenty  armed  vefTels,  from  three 
hundred  to  fix  hundred  tons,  to  be  employed  againft  any  power  what- 
foever  who  ftiould  difturb  the  intended  peace  with  Spain,  in  cafe  it' 
fhould  take  place.  The  expence  of  thefe  auxiliaries  was  to  be  repaid 
within  five  years  after  the  war  was  finilhed. 

The  States  General  bound  themfelves  to  affift  James  with  the  fame 
number  of  fhips,  of  the  like  force,  four  thoufand  foot  and  three  hun- 
dred cavalry.     The  fame  terms  are  ftipulated  for  their  repayment. 

This  treaty  was  to  be  perpetual  ^  neither  party  was  to  make  peace 
4  ^^"^ 
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The  behaviour  of  the  king  of  France  was  neither  Ann.  1609. 
generous  nor  confident.  In  the  beginning  of  the  treaty 
his  offers  to  the  States  were  high  and  warm  *  ;•  but  the 
fear  of  incurring  the  whole  defence- of  his  allies,  with 
fome  wheedling  propofals  iniinuated  to  him  by  the  Spa- 
nifli  court  f,  made  him  fo  cold  towards  the  end  of  it, 

with  the  aggreffor,  without  the  confent  of  the  other.  This  league 
was  not  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  defenfive  one  made  between  the  States 
and  the  king  of  France.     Rymer,  vol.  XVI.  p.  668. 

*  He  figned  a  defenfive  league  with  the  States ;  By  this  treaty  he 
was  to  furnifh  the  States  with  ten  thoufand  men,  to  be  paid  by  him  as 
long  as  they  ftiould  need  them  ;  and  if  a  greater  affiftance  was  necef^ 
fary,  he  was  to  furnifh  it ;  the  expence  of  the  additional  affiftance 
was  to  be  repaid  him  by  the  States  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  war. 
The  States  obliged  themfelves,  in  cafe  Henry  was  attacked,  to  furnifli 
him  with  five  thoufand  men,  either  by  land  or  fea,  as  he  ftiould  re- 
quire, or  more  if  there  was  occafion ;  the  expence  of  the  additional 
being  defrayed  as  above.     Guthrie,  1751,  vol.  III.  p.  66j. 

t  This  was  the  renewal  of  an  offer  of  double  marriages  between 
the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  with  the  giving  up  to  France  the 
right  of  fovereignty  over  the  Low  Countries.  On  this  negotiation, 
Henry  abated  much  of  his  zeal  for  the  prefervation,  or  at  leaft  for 
the  honour  of  the  States.  He  infinuated,  that  it  would  be  convenient 
to  accept  of  a  long  truce,  without  the  ftipulation  of  a  direft  acknow- 
ledgment from  Spain  of  independency.  His  minister  Villeroy  wrote 
jn  the  followmg  ftrain  to  the  prefident  Jeannin. 

«  Nous  eftimons  le  party  de  la  paix  le  plus  feur  et  honorable,  ct  au 
defaut  d-iceluy  celuy  de  la  treve  de  longues  annees  le  meiUeur,  ef 
voulons  toujour  eviter  celuy  de  la  guerre,  fi  I'on  ne  nous  donne  tres 
grand  et  utile  fujet  d'en  courre  le  hazard.  Nous  nous  fouvenous  bien 
que  vous  nous  aves  predit  que  Lefdits  Eftats  n'accorderont  jamais  la- 
dite  treve  que  I'on  ne  leur  quitte  la  fouverainte  comme  par  la  paix: 
Nous  defirons  comme  eux  qu'ils  I'abtiennent,  mais  nous  en  difefpe- 
rons,  et  de  plus  difons,  qu'il  n'eft  pas  raifonnable  qu'ils  opiniaftrent  ce 
point ;  car  ce  feroit  fortir  des  terms  et  effets  d'une  treve,  et  devront 
fe  contenter  d'en  avoir  I'effet  pour  le  temps  qu'elle  durera :  pour  le 
moms  jugeons  nous  que  nous  ferions  faute  de  mettre  nos  affairs  en 

"  2  pgj.ji 
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Am.  1609.    that  they  apparently  owed  their  fuccefs  to  the  cordial 
fympathy  of  the  Englifh  *. 

peril  pour  fouftinir  un^  telle  caufe  ct  opiniaftrete."    fVinwood^s  Memo* 
rialsy  vol.  11.  p.  398,  429. 

*  The  inclination  of  the  Englifli  people  to  fupport  the  Dutch,, 
grounded  on  the  principles  of  found  policy,  from  their  correfpondent 
interefts  in  the  prefervation  of  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  liberties,  was 
proof  againft  many  provocations  which  they  fuftained  from  that  re- 
public. The  Dutch,  from  motives  of  an  inexcufable  felfifhnefs,  em- 
boldened by  the  pufillanimity  they  had  obferved  in  James,  infulted  the 
Englifh  nation  with  impunity :  They  burnt  their  fhips  and  murdered 
their  men,  for  trading  to  the  ports  of  Flanders  ;  whilft  they  fufFered 
their  own  countrymen  to  trade  there  without  moleftation.  Sir  fVilliam 
MonforCs  Naval  1'ra^fs. 

The  fentiments  of  the  Englifh,  on  the  fubje6t  of  this  correfpondent 
intereft,  is  difTeminated  in  all  the  letters  between  the  feveral  miniflers 
that  were  employed  in  the  fbte  tranfadlions  of  this  reign.  Sir  Henry 
Neville,  in  a  correfpondence  with  Sir  Ralph  Win  wood,  ambafTador  at 
the  Hague,  exprefles  himfelf  thus.  *'  I  am  forry  to  fee  that  the  flate 
cf  thofe  provinces  is  fo  weak,  that  they  are  not  able  to  fubfifl  for 
any  fmall  time  without  a  peace  :  Againfl  fuch  a  neceffity  there  is  no 
difputing ;  fo  whether  the  king  of  Spain  aflent  to  the  truce  in  the  In- 
dies, or  what  mifchief  foever  be  like  to  enfue  by  opening  the  trade  to 
Antwerp,  for  any  thmg  1  fee  they  muft  make  a  peace.  I  much  de- 
plore this  hard  condition  of  theirs,  and  hold  them  unworthy  of  fuch 
an  ifTue  of  their  troubles^  wherein  they  have  aftcd  with  fo  much  wif- 
dom  and  fortitude  •,  and  I  do  as  much  blame  all  their  confederates  that 
have  fuffered  fuch  virtues  to  mifcarry  for  want  of  their  afTiflance. 
Shame  be  to  France  that  was  able  and  would  not  •,  and  woe  be  to  us 
that  would  and  cannot. 

*'  I  am  glad  to  find  your  flile  in  this  lafl  letter  fomewhat  altered,  as 
I  conceive,  from  divers  of  your  former ;  for  whereas  in  them  I  al- 
ways found  you  of  opinion,,  that  of  neceffity  thofe  provinces  were  to 
inj^e  a  peace,  and  could  not  fubfifl  without  it-,  in  this  lafl,  mcthinks» 
1  difcern  fome  more  comfort.  For  my  part,  I  profcfs  I  hold  their 
intereft  and  ours  fo  nearly  conjoined  in  true  reafon  of  ftate,  as  I  do 
-     ilmofl  equally  refped  them»  and  would  as  willingly  contribute,  even 

beyond 
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The  parliament,  after  feveral  prorogations,  met   9th  Ann.  1609. 

beyond  all  proportion  of  my  means,  and  co-operate  as  fincerely  with 
my  voice  and  befl  endeavour  in  parliament  to  enable  the  king  to 
yield  them  a  real  afTiflance,  as  I  would  for  the  redudion  or  pacifying 
of  Ireland.  And  fure  I  am,  that  the  general  afFeftion  of  the  fubjeds 
of  England  is  great  unto  the  confervation  of  thofe  provinces ;  and 
that  they  would  fooner  be  drawn  to  yield  him  a  contribution  for  that 
end  than  for  any  other  that  can  be  propofed." 

Mr.  More,  one  of  the  fecretaries  to  the  earl  of  Salifbury,  writes  thus 
to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood. 

"  For  the  pretended  alliances  between  France   and  Spain,    it  is 
here  forefeen  that  they  may  produce  very  dangerous  efFeds,  prejudi- 
cial to  the  reft  of  Chriftendom,  but  efpecially  to  this  ftate.     The  ca- 
tholic fadlion  (we  fay)  may  be  hereby  mightily  flrengthened,  Ferdi- 
nand of  Gratz'  pretenfions  advanced,   and  the  States  enforced  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  upon  fuch  conditions  as  the  French  king  (to  the 
negled  and  difhonour  of  his  majefty)  fhall  procure  for  them,  with 
many  other  mifchievous  inconvenients,  which  your  wife  imagination 
can  well  fuggeft,  not  my  pen  exprefs.     We  fee  a  word  for  all  thefe 
blows,    by  taking  the  prefent  occafion,  a  pied  leve^  to  ftrike  clofe 
hands  with   the  States  -,    and  now  whilft  their  perplexed  minds  are 
charged  with  doubts  ar>d  jealoufies  of  the  other  party's  combinations, 
to  afTure  them  wholly  to  ourfelves,  and  fo  fhould  we  need  not  to  fear 
or  envy  the  ftrength  and  glory  of  the  two  kings.     For  the  religion 
being  hereby  reinforced,  the  proteftants  of  France  taking  heart  unta 
them,  the  king  would  be  no  lefs  afraid  and  jealous  of  them  than  here- 
tofore he  hath  been  of  a  contrary  faftion  ;    and  we  being  abfolute 
mafters  of  the  fea,  might  order  the  traffic  of  France  at  our  difcre- 
tion  :  And  for  Spain,  we  fhould  not  only  be  able  to  make  a  fair  at- 
tempt for  both  his  Indies,  but  alfo  our   weftern  people,,  with  the  vo- 
lunteers of  other  coaft  towns    (together  with  that  navy  which  the 
States  could  eafily  maintain  upon  the  coaft  of  Spain)  would  fo  infeft 
their  home  trade,  that  the  very  traffic  between  Spain  and  Portugal 
would,  in  fhort  time,  be  barred,,  or  become  unfruitfid.     But  all  this 
difcourfc  is*  but  wind  1   his   majefly    a  lover  of  peace,    and  having 
conceived  I  know  not  what  opinion  of  the  States,  is  miferably  poor, 
having  not  wherewith  now  to  maintain  his  ordinary  expence,  much 
kis  to  feed  a  war  i   which,   beiides  its  owa  confumptions,  will,   by 
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February  1609  *.  The  extreme  neceflities  of  James^ 
which  had  been  very  infufTiciently  fuppHcd  by  an  aid 
exadted  for  the  knighthood  of  his  fon,  with  a  loan  of 
200,000  1.  extorted  by  flattery  from  the  city  of  London, 
urged  him  to  this  diflafteful  remedy  f. 

Salisbury  fl:ated  the  debts  of  the  crown,  and  not 
only  demanded  a  prefent  fupply,  but  fome  neceflary 
means  to  be  confidered  for  the  better  fupport  of  the 
royal  {late  for  the  time  to  come.  He  then  intimated  the 
Jcing's  intention  of  creating  his  fon  Heniy  prince  of 
Wales  and  earl  of  Chefter.  Henry  was  a  great  favourite 
of  the  people,  and  the  fevering  from  the  crown  the 
principality  of  Wales,  which  yearly  brought  in  the  large 
fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  was  thought  to  be  a  good 
pretence  to  demand  an  addition  to  the  royal  revenue. 
In  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes  on  the  demands 
of  the  king,  Salifbuiy  enumerated  the  obligations,  as 
he  termed  them,  which  his  mafter  had  lain  under  to  ex- 

the  abridgment  of  trade,  hinder  the  profit  of  cuftoms,  the  beft  part 
of  his  majefty's  revenues.     JVtnwood^s  Memorials,  vol.  II.  p.  398,  412, 

*  It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Chamberlain,  dated  from  London 
13  Feb.  1609,  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  ambaflfador  at  the  Hague,  that 
feveral  members  who  had  aAed  with  fpirit  in  oppofition  to  court  mea- 
fures,  had  felt  the  difpleafure  of  the  miniftry.  The  paragraph  is  as 
follows  :  "  The  parliament  is  likely  to  hold  on,  for  young  Yelverton 
Jias  made  his  peace  -,  and  divers  gentlemen,  that  were  put  out  of  the 
commifllon  for  the  peace,  for  being  over  bufy  the  laft  feflions,  are  re- 
ftored ;  and  Sir  Henry  Withrington  releafed  from  his  reftraint.  fVin- 
wocd's  Memorialsy  vol.  III.  p.  117. 

-f-  He  made  frequent  vifits  to  the  lord  mayor,  accepted  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  clothworkers  company  for  himfclf,  and  the  merchant  tay- 
4ors  for  his  fon. 
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pend  very  enormous  fums  *  ;  and  faid,  "  That  fupply^-  Ann,  16091. 
jng  his  wants  was  a  mark  of  efteem  which  could  not 
be  denied  to  a  king,  who  was  not  only  the  wifefl  of 
kings,  but  the  very  image  of  an  angel."  Thefe  and 
many  other  arguments  were  urged,  but  the  Commons 
were  not  fo  over-hafty  in  yielding  to  them,  as  to  negledt 
the  redrefs  of  grievances^ 

A  FREE  enquiry  into  impofitions,  and  concerning  un- 
dertakers for  executing  oppreffive  licences  upon  the  fub- 
jedl,  drew  from  James  a  meflage  difapproving  their  pro- 
ceedings. This  was  delivered  by  the  fpeaker,  who  re- 
ceived a  fhort  reprimand  for  bringing  any  meflage  to  the  Houfc  of 
the  houfe  from  the  king,  without  having  been  previ-  voi!T"p!"^7r.- 
oufly  fent  to  him  by  themfelves.  It  was  found  to  be 
againft  due  order,  and  voted  no  precedent  for  the  future. 

These  incidents,  and  a  fpeech  which  the  king  made' 
at  Whitehall,  in  which  he  talked  in  the  higheft  drains  of 
his  prerogative,  drew  on  an  addrefs  from  the  Commons, 
which  begins  with  this  aflertion  of  their  privileges. 
"  Firft,  we  hold  it  an  anti'ent,  general,  and  undoubted 
right  of  parliament,  to  debate  freely  of  all  matters  which 
do  properly  concern  the  fubjecSt,  and  his  right  of  ilate  ; 
which  freedom  of  debate  being  once  foreclofed,  the  ef- 
fence  of  the  liberty  of  parliament  is  withall  diflblved." 
The  whole  of  this  addrefs  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  of  parWamcnr, 
freedom;   and  though  James  highly  refented  it,  his  pre-  voi.i.  p.^jn- 


*  In  the  lift  of  thefe  charges  is  a  burlefque  one,  of  an  extraordi- 
nary attendance  to  proteft  the  king*s  wife  and  children  from  being, 
robbed  on  the  road  from  Edinburgh  to  London.     JVilJcn^  '^^SZ-^  P*  44' 

fent 
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Ann.  1609.  fent  exigencies  obliged  him  not  only  to  fmother  that  re- 
fentment,  but  to  receive  the  members  who  brought  it 
with  fome  degree  of  complacency  *. 


An  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year  was  agreed  to 

be  given  in  lieu  of  wardfhips,  tenures,  and  purveyor- 

rarli«m.  Hii*.  fhips,  and  the  propofal,  by  the  confent   of  the  Lords, 

was  delivered  to  the  king  f .     The  bufmefs  appeared  to 

•  We  may  judge  by  a  private  letter,  dated  24  May  1610,  what  was 
the  opinion  of  the  people  concerning  this  tranfadbion. 

**  Touching  parliament  matters,  I  know  not  what  to  write,  feeing 
they  have  fat  fourteen  weeks  to  fo  little  purpofe.  Of  late  there  have 
been  fome  tempefts  raifed  about  their  meddling  with  impofitions, 
which,  by  a  meflage  from  the  king,  they  were  forbidden  to  deal  in. 
On  the  21ft  of  this  prefent,  he  made  another  fpcech  to  both  the 
houfes,  but  fo  little  to  their  fatisfa6tion,  that  I  hear  it  bred  generally 
much  difcontent,  to  fee  our  monarchical  power  and  regal  preroga- 
tive drained  fo  high,  and  made  fo  tranfcendent  every  way,  that  if 
the  pradice  fhould  follow  the  pofitions,  we  are  not  like  to  leave  to  our 
fucceflbrs  that  freedom  we  received  from  our  forefathers,  nor  make 
an  account  of  any  thing  we  have,  longer  than  they  lift  that  govern." 
fFimvood*s  Memorials^  vol.  III.  p.  i  y^, 

•f*  The  full  fenfe  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  on  this  fubje^  may  be 
feen  in  the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter,  dated  from  London  1609, 
to  Mr.  Trumball,  rcfident  at  Bruflels. 

*'  I  cannot  entertain  you  with  any  other,  nor  indeed  with  any  wor- 
thier fubjed,  than  with  fuch  occurrences  as  our  parliament  doth  pro- 
duce i  which  doth  now  begin  to  grow  very  warm  about  thofe  impor- 
tant matters  I  mentioned  in  my  laft  •,  and,  according  to  the  common 
opinion  and  hope,  is  like  to  bring  forth  very  great  alteration  and  re- 
formation in  the  ftate.  Thofe  things  which  by  my  former  I  did  write 
unto  you  to  have  been  reciprocally  propounded  by  both  the  houfes, 
were  as  then  but  informis  materia,  whereupon  they  were  to  work  ;  and 
as  they  are  both  of  a  pondrous  confideration,  and  laborious  effcding, 
fo  can  they  not  (as  the  proverb  fays)  be  caft  in  a  mould,  nor  fo 
cafily  be  brought  to  pafs,  as  perhaps  mens*  affedions  and  curiofities 
.  '  may 
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be  going  forward,  when  the  fudden  death  of  Henry  of  Ann.  16^9. 
France,  who  was  murdered  in  his  coach  by  the  hardy  French  ting! 

may  defire  :  For  it  being  in  queftion  not  only  to  eradicate  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  inveterate  difeafes  of  the  ftate,  but  alfo  to  admit  new  feeds 
of  temperature  or  diftemperature  in  that  body,  you  may  think  with 
what  caution,  warincf ,  and  flownefs,  they  will  proceed  in  fo  impor- 
tant a  work,  and  with  how  much  labour  they  are  like  to  come  at  the 
perfeding  of  the  fame  ;   therefore  hath  there  been  nothing  done  al- 
moft  hitherto  in  the  parliament,  but  only  contefting  the  form  of  their 
propounding  and  offers :  For  that  after  my  lord  treafurer  (as  I  wrote 
to  you  by  my  laft)  had  concluded  his  fpeech,  and,  for  an  inducement 
and  better  inclining  the  lower  houfe  to  the  granting  thofe  high  and 
extraordinary  demands  which  he  made  for  a  fupply  and  a  fupport  of 
the  king's  neceffities  and  charges,  befides  the  200,000  1.  yearly  and 
perpetual,  which  he  demanded  for  the  fupport,  he  did  alfo  demand 
600,000 1.  for  the  fupply.     He  promifed  them,  that  the  king  would 
liow,  to  his  power,  give  them  fatisfadlion  in  any  of  thofe  grievances 
which  they  had  heretofore  propounded,   of  had  now  to  propound. 
The  faid  houfe  being,  on  the  one  fide,  very  defirous,  arid  almoft  re- 
folved  to  do  any  thing  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  the  faid  grievances,  and 
a  fuppreflion  of  thofe  abufes  and  rigorous  cuftoms  wherewith  they 
found  themfelves  opprefled,  as  with  the  matters  of  wardfhips,  pur- 
veyors, &c.  fo  on  the  other  fide  being  very  jealous  of  the  power  of 
the  king's  prerogative,  whereunto  fome  are  of  opinion  thefe  things 
are  fo  adherent  and  affe6l:ed,  as  that  he  might  hereafter  refume  by 
little  and  little  unto  himfelf  the  right  and  appropriation  of  the  fame  ; 
they  were  very  much  afraid  to  engage  themfelves  in  any  offers  or  pro- 
mife  of  contribution  to  the  king,  before  they  were  fure  of  fome  cer- 
tain and  found  retribution  from  him :  And  therefore,  after  my  lord 
treafurer  had  propounded  his  demand  of  money,  thofe  of  the  lower 
houfe  did  defire  to  know  v/hat  the  king  would  retribute  to  them  for 
the  fame ;  for  the  which  being  checked  by  my  lord  treafurer,  as  for 
an  unrefpedful  proceeding  towards  his  majefty,  of  whom  they  would 
draw  the  firft.  proffers  of  conditions,  afore  they  had  fo  much  as  af- 
fured  him  of  their  wills  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  their  demands,  there 
was  (and  this  but  yefterday)  a  great  contention  and  ftir  in  the  houfe 
about  the  terms  and  framing  of  that  affurance  which  was  required 
at  their  hands  j  the  which  at  length  was  conceived  and  delivered  in 
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affaffm  Ravillac,  threw  a  damp  upon  the  whole  affair, 
the  king  making  ufe  of  that  event  to  rife  on  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contract. 


Theking»sfon  FURTHER  proccedings  alfo  were  (lopped  for  fome  time 
^wt^t'"^  by  the  pageantry  attending  the  creation  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  ;  but  to  keep  up  a  harmony  between  the  parties, 
the  Commons  granted,  on  the  giving  up  two  or  three 
impofitions,  one  entire  fubfidy,  one  fifteenth,  one  tenth ; 
and  the  clergy  added  their  fix  fhillings  in  the  pound. 
This  liberality  was  fo  far  from  forwarding  the  accom- 
pliOiment  of  their  defires,  that  though  they  agreed  to 
almoft  double  the  fum  *  that  was  at  firft  propofed  on  the 

this  form  -,  That  the  houfe  had  an  inclination  and  willingnefs  to  give 
his.  majefty  fatisfa^lion.  But  this  anfwer  was  found  fo  weak  and  brit- 
tle by  the  upper  houfe,  as  not  implying  any  determination  or  refolu- 
tion  of  theirs,  as  that  they  ^vere  put  to  another  deliberation  upon  the 
lame :  whereupon  there  grew  fuch  a  conteftation  and  divifion  in  their 
houfe,  as  they  were  there  till  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  with- 
out being  able  to  come  to  an  agreement  and  refolution  among  them- 
felves  about  the  fame.  And  howfoever  they  Ihall  open  themfelves  in 
this  generality,  they  feem  to  be  refolved  not  to  proceed  otherwife 
-with  the  king,  in  the  granting  of  his  demands  (at  the  leaft  of  the 
fupply)  but  by  way  of  contraft,  and  upon  good  aflurance  of  retri- 
bution. So  that  you  may  judge,  if  there  hath  been  fo  much  difficulty 
found  in  the  manner  of  the  propounding,  how  much  there  is  like  to 
follow  in  the  debating  and  leconciling  of  the  matter,  which  is  of  fo 
hi«h  a  nature,  and  of  fo  great  confequence,  both  to  the  king  and  to 
the  ftate.  And  yet  it  is  generally  expefted,  that  without  doubt  there 
will  follow  fome  great  and  happy  conclufion  both  for  the  one  and  the 
other,  before  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament.  IVinwood's  Memorials^ 
vol.  III.  p.  124,  ^  fe^, 

•  The  parliament  was  urged  to  this  by  the  king's  borrowing  ano- 
ther 100,000 1.  of  the  city.  This  fet  up  a  kind  of  oppofition  between 
the  trading  and  landed  intereft  of  the  nation  j  and  the  fupplying  thus 
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terms  of  making  fome  additions  to  their  firft  demands.  Ann.  1610. 
While  they  were  in  the  midft  of  the  proceedings,  a  pro-  Prorogation 
rogation   declared  the   efFedl  of  the  precipitate  grant  *.  ment. 
The  additions  now  defircd  by  the  Commons  were.  That 
in   cafe  of  outlawries  and  attainders,  the  debts  of  the 
delinquents  fhould  be  firft  paid  ;  that  it  might  be  law- 
ful to  arreft  the  king's  fervants  without  leave,  and  that 
no  man  fliould  be  inforced  to  lend  money  to  the  king, 
or  give  a  reafon  why  he  would  not ;  that  in  cafes  crimi- 
nal, the  party  accufcd  might  bring  in  witneiTes  to  clear 
himfelf ;  to  repeal  a  claufe  of  a  ftatute  of  34  Hen.  VIII. 
whereby  the  king  had  power  to  make  arbitrary  laws 
over  the  WelQimen  f.     The  firft  and  the  laft  of  thefe 


the  wants  of  the  crown  made  the  attainment  of  the  defired  concefllons 
more  doubtful.  The  demands  of  the  king  arofe  to  the  immoderate 
fum  of  300,000 1.  a-year. 

•  The  Commons,  this  feflions,  had  paflTed  a  bill  abolifhing  impofi- 
tions ;  and  in  the  preceding  one,  they  had  paflTed  one  againft  the  eftab- 
lifliment  of  any  ecclefiaftical  canons,  without  confcnt  of  parliament. 
The  Lords,  as  ufual,  oppofcd  themfelves  to  thefe  limitations  on  prero- 
gative, and  rejedted  both  the  bills. 

-f-  The  terms  demanded  of  the  king,  without  thefe  additions,  were, 
Firft,  that  the  court  of  wards  be  diflblved,  together  with  the  depen- 
dencies :  2  Item,  that  the  purveyance  be  quite  taken  away ;  and,  to 
that  end,  that  the  authority  of  the  green  cloth  be  put  down  :  3  Item, 
that  the  informers  be  put  down  :  4  Item,  that  his  majefty  Ihall  claim 
no  old  debts :  5  Item,  that  he  ftiall  claim  to  no  lands  which  have  been 
fixty  years  out  of  his  pofleflion :  6  Item,  that,  contrary  to  the  pre- 
fent  ufe,  all  his  majefty*s  patents  be  ftriclly  interpreted  againft  the 
king,  and  favourable  for  the  fubjedt :  7  Item,  that  leflfees  be  not  turned 
out  of  pofleflion  for  non-payment :  8  Item,  that  the  fubjcft  may  be 
permitted  to  plead  a  general  plea  againft  his  majefty :  9  Item,  no  man 
to  be  troubled  for  land  on  defcdive  titles,  on  pretence  that  the  patent 
is  void,  or  for  aflart  lands,  and  fuch  like:  10  Item,  no  man  to  be 

I  2  queftioned 


6o 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


Ann.  1610. 


Winwood, 
Vol.JII.p.193. 


additions  were  granted ;  but  to  the  fecond,  namely,  that 
no  man  fhould  be  inforced  to  lend  money,  nor  to  give 
a  reafon  why  he  would  not,  the  anfwcr  returned  was, 
«  That  becaufe  the  Commons  brought  precedents  from 
ancient  times  to  flrengthen  their  demands,  he  allowed 
not  of  any  precedents  drawn  from  the  times  of  ufurp- 
ing  or  decaying  princes,  or  of  people  too  bold  and  too 
wanton  ;  that  he  defired  not  to  govern  in  that  common- 
wealth where  fubjedts  Ihould  be  aflured  of  all  things, 
and  hope  for  nothing :  it  was  one  thing  fubmittere  princi- 
fatum  kgibus,  and  another  thing  fubmittere  principatum  fub^ 
ditis ;  that  he  would  not  leave  to  pofterity  fuch  a  mark. 


queftioned  for  land  gained  by  the  fea,  be  it  ancient  or  new  :  1 1  Item,, 
no  man  to  be  queftioned  for  old  debts. 

That  on  this  contrad  the  king  be  petitioned,  that  the  four  Eng- 
lilli  counties  may  have  a  trial  by  law  concerning  their  inheritance  to 
the  common  laws  of  this  realm,  and  fo  to  be  exempted  from  the  jvi- 
rifdidion  of  the  prefident  and  council  of  Wales.  II.  That  the  king 
be  bound  upon  demurrers  to  exprefs  the  caufe  of  demurrer  for  form, 
as  the  fubjed  is  by  the  ftatute  27  Eliz.  III.  That  the  king  grant 
out  commifllons  to  declare  the  juft  and  due  fees  of  all  the  courts  and 
officers  in  this  realm,  fo  far  forth  as  they  are  to  be  paid  by  the  fub- 
jed,  and  they  to  be  reduced  into  a  book  and  printed.  IV.  That  he 
appoint  fome  to  make  a  diligent  furvey  of  all  the  penal  ftatutes  of 
this  realm,  to  the  end  that  fuch  as  are  obfolete  or  unprofitable  may  be 
repealed  ;  all  fuch  as  are  profitable  concerning  one  matter  may  be  re- 
duced into  one  ftatute,  to  be  pafled  in.  parliament.  V.  The  Lords  to 
join  in  petition  to  his  majefty  for  recompence  to  be  made  by  his  ma_ 
jefty  to  all  fuch  officers  of  courts  as  are  damnified  by  this  contrad  in 
point  of  tenures.  VI.  His  majefty  to  be  likewfe  petitioned  that  he 
will  be  pleafed  not  to  grant  protedions  contrary  to  law.  That  the 
extent  of  every  article  that  is  decreed  for  the  good  of  the  Commons 
in  this  great  contraft  with  his  majefty,  ftiould  be  expounded  and  ex- 
plained in  all  cafes  doubtful  by  the  houfe  of  Commons,  according  ta. 
their  true  meaning.     Parliam.  Hiji,  vol.  V.  p.  252,  i^  feq^. 
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©f  weaknefs  upon  his  reign,  and  therefore  his  concluflon  Ann.  i6io» 
was,  non  placet  petitio,  non  placet  exemplum  *." 

The  parliament  was  fufFered  to  meet  again  on  the  Re-meeting 
16  th  of  October,  three  months  after  the  prorogation,  Lm!^^'^ 
their  lad  bounty  having  been  already  diflipated.  Both 
houfes  feemed  more  determined  than  ever  to  rcRrain 
the  prerogative  ;  the  Lords,  ftimulated  by  the  recent 
example  of  prodigality,  and  the  mortifying  addition 
of  its  enriching  the  Scotch  nobility,  heartily  joined  with 
the  Commons  in  this  laudable  intention.  The  parlia- 
ment continued  fo  determined,  that  the  king,  who 
now  entertained  projects  of  fupplying^  the  exchequer 
without  their  aiTiftance,  after  another  prorogation,  fud-  _.^    . 

,        ,  DIflblution  o£ 

denly  diilblved  them  f .      But  before  he  had  taken  this  the  pariia- 
defperate  flep,  he  fent  for  thirty  members  of  the  houfe  "^°*' 
of  Commons,  and  afked  them,  "  Whether  they  thought 


*  Salift)ury,  who  delivered  this  anfwer,  at  the  fame  time  informed 
the  Commons  of  a  conceit  of  the  king's :  That  nine  fcore  thoufand 
pounds,  to  which  fum  they  rofe  upon  their  firft  offer,  he  could  not 
accept,  becaufe  nine  was  the  number  of  the  poets,  who  were  always 
beggars ;  eleven  was  the  number  of  the  apoftles  when  Judas  was 
away,  and  therefore  might  beft  be  affedled  by  his  majefty  •,  but  there 
was  a  mean  number,  which  might  accord  to  both,  and  that  was  ten,. 
a  facred  number,  for  fo  many  were  God's  commandments,  which, 
tend  to  virtue  and  edification.     Winwood* sAIemorialsy  vol.  III.  p.  193. 

■f-  I  find  by  an  anfwer  of  the  king's  to  fome  complaints  which  had 
been  prefented  to  him,  that  the  Commons  had  numbered  proclama- 
tions in  their  lift  of  grievances  :  He  promifes,  in  this  anfwer,  a  re- 
formation in  the  point  of  proclamations.  Public  regulations,  fuch  as. 
the  peace  of  the  borders,  the  fafety  of  the  fea,  and  others  of  this, 
nature,  had  been  all  fettled  by  proclamations ;  and  James  had  af— 
£e6ted  to  give  them  the  force  of  ads  of  parliament.  Parliam.  HiJi.. 
Yol.  V.  p.  250.. 

than 
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that  he  was  in  want  ?"  Sir  Henry  Neville,  from  whom 
the  anfwer  was  expedled,  firmly  returned,  "  He  believed 
that  he  was."     "  Then,  faid  the  king,  tell  me,  whether 
it  bclongeth  to  you  that  arc  my  fubjedls  to  relieve  me 
or  not  ?"    To   this  Sir  Henry  made  this  honeft  anfwer, 
"  Where  your  expences  grow  by  the  commonweahh  we 
are,  otherwife  not."     He  then  put  the  king  in  mind  of 
the  large   fupplies  he   had  received,    without   relief  of 
grievances  :  And  on  being  prefled  to  tell  what  they  were, 
he  began   to  enumerate  them  fo  frankly,  that  one  of 
the  members  took  up  the  fpeech,  fearing  that  Sir  Hen- 
ry's integrity  would  endanger  his  perfon.      The  fudden 
diflblution  of  the   parliament  was  not  the  only  fymp- 
tom,  at  this  period,  that  James  had  (hewn  of  an  inten- 
Pariiam.Hift.  ^^^u  to  attempt  abfolutc  power.     Cowel,  a  civilian,  and 
voi.v.p.22i.  Blackwood,  a  clercfyman,  had  wrote  two  books  fubver- 
five  of  the  Englifh  conftitution.     One  attempted  to  prove, 
that  the  king  was  not  bound  to  call  parliaments,  or  to 
obtain  their  confent  to   raife   fubfidies  ;  the  other,  that 
the  Englifh  were  all  flaves  from  the  Norman  conquefl. 
Thefe  books  James  had  not  only  licenfed,  but  had  had 
the  indifcretion  to  praife  the  former  publicly,  with  many 
encomiums  on  the  civil  law,  in  preference  to  the  com- 
mon law.     Both  Cowel  and  Blackwood  efcaped  the  re- 
fentment  of   parliament ;    not   that   the   offence   paffed 
unnoticed,  but  it  was  dropped  in  the  throng  of  their 
bufmefs,  on    the   king's    publifhing   a  proclamation   to 
recal  the  licenfe  of  the  books.   In  a  fpeech  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  houfe  concerning  thefe  books,  he  compared 
the  fovereignty  of  princes   to  the  power  of  the  Deity  ; 
but  concluded  with   this  falvo,  that  however  the   fove- 
reignty of  kings  was  abfolute  in  general,  yet  in  particu- 
lar 
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lar  the  kings  of  England  were  reflrained  by  their  oath,  Ann.  1610; 
and  the  privileges  of  the  people  *. 

In   fpite   of  James's   extreme  paflion  for  peace,   he^^"**^^* 

m  .  conunent. 

had  been  obliged  to  take  part  in  the  feuds  upon  the 
continent.  The  emperor  had  feized  upon  the  pofleflions 
of  the  duke  of  Cleves,  who  was  lately  dead  ;  the  heirs 
implored  the  afTiftance  of  the  proteflant  powers.  If  the 
houfe  of  Auflria  had  fucceeded  in  their  attempts  upon 
Cleves  and  Juliers,  the  States  muft  in  all  probability 
have  fallen  again  under  the  fubjedlion  of  that  power 
who  would  have  hemmed  them  in  on  all  fides.  The 
Englifh  miniflry  were  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  they  of- 
fered to  the  princes  claimant  an  affiftance  of  money,  or 
of  four  thoufand  men,  that  were  then  in  the  pay  of  the 
States  General  f. 


*  This  extraordinary  fpeech  is  only  prefervcd  in  Wilfon :  **  The 
king's  heart,  he  tells  them,  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  who  can  cre- 
ate and  deftroy,  nuke  and  unmake ;  fo  kings  can  give  life  and  death, 
judge  all,  and  be  judged  by  none.  They  can  exalt  low  things,  and 
abafe  high  things,  making  the  fubjeds  Hke  men  at  chefs,  a  pawn  to- 
take  a  bifliop  or  a  knight.  But  that  all  kings,  who  are  not  tyrants, 
or  perjured,  will  bind  themfelves  within  the  limits  of  their  laws  •,  and 
that  thofe  who  perfuade  them  to  the  contrary  are  vipers  and  pefts, 
both  againft  them  and  the  commonwealth.  Yet,  as  it  is  blafphemy 
to  difpute  what  God  may  do,  fo  it  is  fedition  in  fubjeds  to  difputc 
what  kings  may  do,  in  the  height  of  their  power.     Wilfcn,  p.  46. 

Some  have  liippofed  this  fpeech  to  be  made  on  purpofe  to  heighten 
the  ridicule  on  the  charader  of  the  author;  but  hints  of  fuch  a  fpeech 
are  mentioned  in  Winwood's  Memorials,    and  it  carries  too  (Irongly  Vol.  m.  p- 
the  marks  of  the  royal  orator  to  bear  fuch  a  fuppofition. 

f  The  princes  claimant  were,  the  eledor  of  Brandenburgh,  the 
duke  of  Newburgh,  and  the  duke  of  Deuxponts.  The  powers  that 
oppofed  the  Auftriaa  intereft  reduced  the  number  of  the  competitors 

to 
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The  king  of  France  was  making  great  preparations* 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  when  he  was  prevented  by  death, 
not  without  fome  fufpicions  of  its  having  been  pro- 
cured by  Spaniih  machinations.  Ravillac,  the  alTaflin, 
^as  a  poor  enthufiaftical  friar,  whofe  zeal  for  popery 
had  been  worked  up  to  a  pitch  of  defperate  madnefs. 
The  Auftrian  family  were  always  zealous  defenders  of 
that  faith.  Henry  was  efleemed  an  heretic  in  his  heart, 
and  was  now  entered  into  a  proteftant  league  to  leflen 
the  power  of  catholic  princes.  The  court  of  France 
was  fo  far  from  purfuing  his  intended  plan,  that  it  in- 
timated an  intention  of  not  engaging  in  the  German 
war  at  all.  The  allies  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
James  as  their  head,  who  entered  into  a  league  with 

to  the  elec^tor  of  Brandenburgh  and  the  duke  of  Newburgh,  whofc 
claims  were  beft  founded.  The  proteftant  princes  of  Germany  were 
in  alliance  with  James,  and  termed  themfelves  the  Evangelical  League 
to  fupport  the  proteftant  intereft  againft  the  intrigues  of  the  courts  of 
Spain,  Vienna,  and  Rome. 

*  Thefe  preparations,  as  Sully  pretends,  were  defigned  to  execute  a 
fcheme  which  Henry  had  been  projeding  for  fome  years.  If  there  is 
truth  in  Sully*s  detail  of  it,  it  was  one  of  the  moft  romantic  under- 
takings that  knight-errantry  ever  fuggefted  -,  the  plan  being  no  lefs 
vaft,  than  to  fubdue  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  enlarge  the  bounds  of  the 
territory  which  the  Chriftians  poflefled,  and  afterwards  to  make  fuch 
a  divifion  of  it  as  ftiould  eafily  preferve  an  exa6t  equilibrium  between 
its  powers  •,  this  to  be  performed  by  a  general  league,  when  Henry 
had  demonftrated  to  all  the  Chriftian  potentates  the  utility  of  his  de- 
fign.  The  difficulty,  and  even  the  impoffibility,  of  bringing  fuch  a 
number  of  interefted  fovereigns  to  an  uniform  inclination,  as  alio  the 
difcord  which  would  inevitably  arife  on  all  occafions  during  the  profe- 
■cution  of  the  plan,  is  an  invincible  obftacle,  that  muft  occur  to  every 
underftanding.-  Many  objections  lie  againft  every  part  of  it ;  but 
thefe,  with  the  whole  of  the  fcheme,  would  be  too  copious  a  work  to 
be  inferted  here. 

the 
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the  princes  for  fix  years,  on  the  fame  terms  as  had  been  Ann.  1610. 
agreed  on  when  France  was  in  the  alliance,  ^ 

The  refolutions  of  the  French  court  changed  fud- 
denly.  They  fent  a  detachment  of  eight  thoufand  foot, 
twelve  hundred  horfe,  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  to 
the  prince  of  Orange  5  who  at  this  time  had  almofl  taken 
Juliers :  it  furrendered  foon  after.  The  lofs  of  fo  im- 
portant a  place  obliged  the  emperor  to  lay  afide  his  de- 
figns  upon  this  territory. 

The  Jefuits,  whofe  avowed  principles  *  fubjevfted  them 
to  the  odium  of  all  dark  tranfadlions,  from  the  terror 
of  the  late  aflaflination,  became  fo  formidable  to  James^ 
that  he  readily  complied  with  a  requeft  of  parhament  to 
put  in  force  the  laws  againft  papifts  ;  and  an  oath  of 
allegiance  was  exadled  from  the  fubjeds  in  general  f- 

Three  fepafate  courts,  the  king's,  the  queen's,  and 
the  prince  of  Wales's,  difplayed  the  prodigality  and 
pomp  of  royalty.  Expence,  fhew,  and  revelry,  were 
the  chara(fleriftic  of  each.  Whilft  this  triple  fcene  of  la- 
vifh  riot  glared  in  the  eye  of  the  public,  the  courtiers 
had  the  aflurance  to  condemn  with  infolence  the  juft 
frugality  of  parliamentary  fupplies,  and  with  premature 

*  The  Jefuits  have  been  generally  reputed  the  authors  of  Henry's 
aflaflination.  They  were  recalled  to  France  by  the  authority  of  this 
prince,  and  contrary  to  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  pariiament,  who  re- 
monftrated  againft  rcgiftering  the  edid  for  their  re-eftabliftiment. 

t  The  Lords  had  paid  the  king  the  compliment  of  pafllng  a  bill 
iT\  their  houfe,  which  inflided  exquifite  tortures  upon  any  that  at- 
tempted his  life.     JVinwood's  Memorials^  vol.  III.  p.  194. 
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triumph  exulted  in  the  diiTolution  of  that  aflembly.  They 
boafled  that  the  king  would  find  means  by  his  power 
to  fupply  his  necefHties,  and  thus  emancipate  his  prero- 
gative from  thofc  derogatory  reftraints. 

While  James  dreamed  of  enjoying  an  abfohuc  poweir 
in  England,  he  adtually  exercifcd  it  in  fomc  meafure  at 
this  time  in  Scotland.  In  confequence  of  a  former  pro- 
hibition, he  declared  the  afTcmbly  of  the  clergy  unlaw- 
ful, profecuted  fome  of  the  mod  forward  members  for 
treafon,  and  obtained  their  condemnation  *.  Other 
members  he  fent  for  up,  and  put  f  queries  to,  before 
his  council,  concerning  the  extent  of  his  power.  Not 
meeting  with  fatisfadlory  anfwers,  through  the  fear  of 
the  party,  he  made  it  a  pretence  to  imprifon  them ;  then 
availing  himfelf  of  the  terror  of  thefe  proceedings,  he 

*  This  was  efFeded  by  the  intrigue  and  illegal  management  of  the 
carl  of  Dunbar,  who  was  fent  down  to  Scotland,  as  James's  commlf- 
lioner  on  this  errand.  He  packed  the  jury,  and,  by  the  force  of  pro- 
mifes  and  threats,  obtained  a  fentence  of  condemnation  from  the  judges.. 
Original  Letters  by  Sir  Dav.  Dairy mpk^  1762,  p.  1,  i^  feq^. 

-f-  Thefe  are  the  queries  :  Firft,  "  If  it  be  lawful  to  pray  publicly 
for  perfons  convidled  by  the  lawful  judge,  as  perfons  being  in  dif- 
trefs,  and  afflided.  Second,  Whether  I  may  not,  being  a  Chriftian 
king,  by  my  authority  royal,  convocate,  prorogue,  and  dcfert,  for 
juft  and  neceiTary  caufcs,  known  to  myfelf,  any  aflemblies  and  meet- 
ings within  my  dominions.  Third,  Whether  or  not  may  I,  by  my 
authority,  call  and  convene  before  me  and  my  council,  whatfoever 
perlbn  or  perfons,  civil  and  ecclefiallical,  for  whatfoever  offences  com- 
mitted by  them,  in  whatfoever  place  in  my  dominions  -,  and  if  I  may 
not  take  cognizance  of  the  offence,  and  give  fentence  therein .?  And 
tarther.  Whether  or  not  are  all  my  fubjeds,  being  cited  to  anfwer  be- 
fore me  and  my  council,  obliged  to  compear  and  acknowledge  me  or 
them  for  judges  in  thefe  offences.     Guihriey  vol.  III.  p.  684. 
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erefted  a  kind  of  high  commiffion  court  in  Scotland,  Ann.  1610. 
and  fent  for  the  archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  and  two  other 
Scotch  prelates,  to  be  confecrated  by  Englifh  bifliops, 
that  the  epifcopal  virtue  might  be  preferved  by  fucceflion 
in  Scotland ;  and  fuch  was  his  prefent  authority  and  in- 
fluence in  this  country,  that  the  general  aflembly  was 
induced  to  fubmit  to  their  vifitation. 

Richard  Banc rof t,  the  great  perfecutor  of  the  pu- 
ritans, died  foon  after.  He  had  carried  his  violence 
fuch  a  length,  that  the  number  of  families  which  de- 
termined to  feek  refuge  in  Virginia  were  numerous  enough 
to  caufe  a  jealoufy  of  their  power  in  that  colony,  and 
were  detained  in  England  by  a  proclamation.  The  enor- 
mities of  the  high-commiflion  comt,  that  grand  fphere 
of  regal  and  ecclefiaftical  tyranny,  were  ftrongly  urged 
the  lad  parliament  *,  and  fome  conceflions  demanded. 
All  the  fatisfadlion  which  could  be  obtained,  was  a  pro- 
mife  of  a  better  regulation,  though  it  was  well  known, 
that  there  could  be  little  hope  of  amendment,  while 
the  power  from  whence  the  enormities  flowed,  continued 
unreftrained.  Bancroft  was  fucceedcd  in  the  archbifhop- 
ric  by  George  Abbot,  a  prelate  of  fo  different  a  mould, 

*  A  bill,  that  had  been  rejeded  by  the  Lords  the  two  firft  feffions 
of  this  parliament,  again  palled  the  lower  houfe,  and  was  read  by  the 
chancellor*s  appointment  in  the  upper  houfe.  It  was  intitled,  "  An 
aft  for  reftraining  the  executions  of  canons  ecclefiaftical  not  con- 
firmed by  parliament."  Bancroft  advifed  the  king  to  prevent  fuch  a 
bill  from  coming  to  a  vote  •,  as  the  argument  urged  for  it  would  call 
in  queftion  the  king's  fupremacy.  To  this,  therefore,  among  other 
caufes,  may  be  attributed  the  fuddcn  diffolution  of  the  parliament. 
The  prelate  accompanied  this  advice  with  a  fubfidy  extraordinary 
granted  by  the  clergy.     Original  Letters  by  Sir  David  Dalrymple^  p.  12. 
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that  his  mild  and  laudable  management  fubjecfted  him 
to  the  hatred  of  the  high  party,  and  the  fufpicion  of 
being  tainted  with  puritanical  principles^ 

James,  who  idolized  his  imagined  powers  of  contro- 
verfy,  fet  a  defign  this  year  on  foot  to  erecSl  a  college 
for  the  improvement  of  that  kind  of  learning ;  he  gave 
towards  it  all  the  timber  requifitc  for  the  building,  and 
obtained  an  a(5l  of  parliament  to  enable  the  truftees  to  dig 
a  trench  out  of  the  river  Lee,  to  erecft  water-works  to  fup- 
ply  the  city  of  London  with  water.  A  brief  was  given 
in  their  favour  to  coUedl  money  from  all  the  pariflies  in 
England.  Large  contributions  were  made  by  many  of 
the  clergy.  James  himfelf  laid  the  firft  flone  of  the 
building,  and  Bancroft  was  zealous  in  the  caufe.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  primary  encouragements,  it  fell  af- 
terwards to  nothing,  through  a  jealoufy  of  the  people,^ 
that  it  would  prove  a  feminary  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  court ;  and,  inftead  of  improving  and  en- 
lightning,  vitiate  the  morals  and  darken  the  opinions  of 
its  pupils. 
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Rife  of  Somerfet Death   of  prince  Henry Marriage  of 

the   princefs  Elizabeth Parliament Lmjolufion  of  the 

parliament Fall  of  Somerfet Rife  of  George  Hlliers. 

/^F  the  peculiar  qualities  and  foibles  which  the  cha-  Ann.'ien. 
^^  raaer  of  James  had  difplayed  in  various  lights  to 
his  Englifli  fubjedts,  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  remained 
yet  in  obfcurity ;  but  an  incident,  partly  defigned  and 
partly  accidental,  exhibited  an  afFeaion  as  violent  as  it 
was  extraordinary.  James,  though  of  a  very  partial 
difpofition,  had  hitherto  extended  his  favours  almoft 
equally  to  all  that  were  conneded  with  him,  by  an  in- 
timate  attendance  on  his  perfon,  or  in  the  way  of  bufi- 
ncfs. 


The  Scotch,  who,  from  a  long  acquaintance,  had  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  failings,  knew  that  he  could 
not  always  rellrain  himfelf  from  enjoying  the  pleafure 
of  a  favourite,  and  had  often  attempted  to  recommend 
one  of  their  own  nation.  The  Lord  Hays  at  length  fuc-^ 
ceeded :  Robert  Can-,  a  youth  of  a  beautiful  perfon  and 
graceful  air,  by  the  means  of  this  nobleman  prefented  hzncL^^ 
the  fhield  to  the  king  at  a  tilting.  In  performing  his 
office,  his  horfe  flarted,  and  threw  him;  the  fall  broke 
his  leg  ;  extraordinary  emotions  of  compaflion  feized 
the  king  ;  the  lamcH  youth  was,  by  his  directions,  car- 
ried into  his  own  palace,  attended  conflantly  by  his  owa 
phyiicians,  and  vilited  often  by  himlelf '  during  the 
^  eourfe,' 
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courfe  of  his  confinement.  From  this  beginning  fprUng 
fuch  an  ardent  afFeaion,  and  current  of  favour,  that  on 
his  recovery  he  was  made  a  knight,  and  gentleman  of 
the  bed-chamber.  The  treafurer's  flafF  of  Scotland,  the 
title  of  vifcount  Rochefter,  privy  counfellor,  and  knight 
of  the  garter,  followed  in  a  quick  fuccefFion ;  and  thro' 
tliis  channel  flowed  all  preferments. 

The  whole  bufinefs  of  the  miniftry  at  this  time  was 
the  forming  projects  to  bring  in  requifite  fums  to  fup- 
port  the  king's  extravagance.  A  parcel  of  crown  lands 
were  fet  up  to  fale,  but  met  with  no  buyers,  from  the 
prccarioufnefs  of  their  tenure.  The  city  of  London  was 
tried  to  no  purpofc  for  a  further  loan  *.  Then  refum- 
ing  the  crown  lands  lavifhly  granted,  pawning  the  jew- 
els, feizing  on  various  pretences  the  efFeds  of  foreign 
merchants,  engroiFmg  the  trade  of  certain  commodities, 
the  bringing  in    quo  warrantos   againfl   corporations    and 

•  The  king's  vain  endeavours  to  get  money  by  the  way  of  loan, 
appears  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  More  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood. 

"  A  few  days  fince,  thirteen  of  the  beft  monied  men  of  this  city, 
to  whom  his  majefty  is  in  debt,  were  fent  for  to  Whitehall ;  where  my 
lord  treafurer  told  them,  their  intereft  Ihould  be  readily  paid  them  -, 
and  prayed  them  to  forbear  their  principal  for  a  while  longer,  and 
withal  to  lend  what  more  they  could  furnlOi,  upon  good  fecurity. 
But  they  could  not  be  induced  to  any  further  loan,  nor  very  willingly 
-to  forbear  that  which  is  already  out  of  their  hands,  any  longer  than 
jieeds  they  muft.  Since,  fome  of  the  exchequer-officers  have  been 
^dealing  with  divers  citizens  in  particular,  to  lend  upon  private  fecu- 
rity, but  their  motions  had  very  fmall  effeds.  Here  is  now  4000 1. 
more  of  crown  lands  fet  to  fale ;  but  I  fee  no  undertakers  ready  ta 
entertain  the  bargain  upon  fo  Ihort  days  payment  as  are  required  -,  fo 
think  my  lord  will  be  in  fome  pain  even  to  furnifh  the  expence  of  the 
approaching  feaft.     fVinivood^  voL  III.  p.  239. 
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companies,  to  oblige  them  to  fue  forth  the  renewal  Ann.  16 12. 
of  their  writs,  were  all  propofed  *  -,  but  they  were 
reje<5ted,  as  either  incurrmg  danger,  or  interfering 
with  the  intereft  of  the  favourites.  The  raifmg  the 
farms  of  the  revenue,  felling  the  foreft  woods,  a  bene- 
volence, monopolies,  extorting  money  for  knighthood, 
and  the  circulating  the  priv)'-feals  all  over  England, 
for  the  fum  of  200,000  1.  f  were  the  only  ones  ven- 
tured on» 


*  Among  the  projedors  for  encreafing  the  revenues  of  the  crown 
without  the  afflftance  or  concurrence  of  parliament.  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
was  the  moft  forward.  He  feems  to  be  certain  of  the  infallibility  of 
a  fcheme  he  had  formed  for  this  purpofe,  and  tells  James  in  a  letter 
on  the  occafion,  "  That  if  any  of  the  particulars  fail,  it  would  be  ra- 
ther from  want  of  workmanfhip  of  thofe  that  fhould  deal  in  them, 
than  want  of  materials  ia  the  things  themfelves."  Cabala,  fol.  1663, 
p.  28. 

f  "  The  refolution  is  now  taken  to  fend  forth  the  privy-feals,  and 
that  in  fo  great  a  number  and  meafure  as  to  draw  200,000 1.  if  they 
ihall  be  accepted,  whereof  it  is  doubted  fome  difficulty  will  be  made. 
My  lord  treafurer  is  to  deal  with  this  city,  Middlefex,  Hertfordfhire, 
and  with  the  officers  of  the  court  of  wards^-,  and  every  judge  witli 
fuch  officers  and  principal  pleaders  as  have  relation  unto  them  :  Wales 
fhall  be  exempted,  but  no  fhire  of  England.  1  fend  your  lordfhip 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  privy-feal.  In  the  minute  of  his  majefty's  let- 
ter to  the  lieutenants  of  the  fliires,  I  find  thefe  points  to  be  obferved  : 
That  his  majefty  declareth  never  to  have  had  more  need  than  now ; 
that  though  he  cannot  wholly  forbear  thofe  that  lent  the  laft  loan,  yet 
they  fliall  not  be  charged  with  fo  much  as  before  by  a  third  part; 
that  the  nobility  are  not  to  be  recherched,  neither  yet  the  clergy,  who 
for  their  temporal  livings  (hall  be  dealt  with  by  their  metropolitans, 
and  as  for  their  fpiritual  livings,  they  are  much  lefs  than  his  majefty 
could  wifli  them."  Mr.  More  to  Sir.  Ralph  Winwood.  mnwood^  vol. 
III.  p.  301. 
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The  Spanifh  match,  that  mine  from  whence  the 
king  expected  to  fupply  all  his  wants,  and  from  the 
hope  of  which  he  had  diflblved  the  parliament,  was 
now  entirely  at  an  end,  the  Englifti  ambaiTador  having 
at  this  time  received  a  dire(5l  refufal  of  the  promifed  al- 
liance. This  refufal,  which  James  little  expe(5lcd,  was 
given  with  the  infulting  addition  of  an  offer  of  the 
youngefl  daughter  on  the  fame  flippery  foundation, 
which  had  fo  cruelly  deceived  his  expedtation.  A  dou- 
ble alliance  between  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain, 
which  was  now  thought  of,  and  foon  after  concluded, 
obliged  the  Spaniard  to  difcover  the  infincerity  of  his 
intention. 


Neither  the  pleafures,  the  vexations,  nor  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  flation,  prevented  James  from  interfering  in 
fpeculative  points,  and  expofmg  his  pedantry  to  all  Eu- 
rope. Four  years  before  this  he  had  wrote  a  treatife  * 
againft  the  pope's  pretenfions  of  power  over  temporal 
princes,  and  had  ordered  his  ambafladors  to  prefent  it  at 
their  feveral  courts  f .     This  year  Conradus  Vorflius,  di- 

*  Cardinal  Bellarmine,  in  an  anfwer  to  this  treatife,  charges  James 
with  having  wrote  from  Scothml  a  letter  to  pope  Clement  the  Eighth, 
recommending  the  bifhop  of  Valflbn  to  a  cardinal's  cap,  that  he 
might  manage  his  affairs  at  the  court  of  Home.  James  denied  the 
fd6ty  and  the  lord  Balmerino,  his  fecrctary,  had  the  c6mpliance  in  a 
public  trial  to  take  it  upon  himfelf,  and  confefs  he  had  furreptitioufly 
procured  his  hand  to  fuch  a  letter.  On  thefe  fuperficial  grounds  James 
obtained  from  his  fubjefts  a  degree  of  confidence  which  helped  to  in- 
troduce epifcopacy  in  Scotland, 

•j-  This  treatife  was  called  "  A  Premonition  to  all  Chriftian  Princes.** 
Wooton,  the  ambalfador  at  Venice,  had  fome  afilirances,  that  if  he 
prefcnted  this  book  to  that  ftate  at  his  firft  audience,  it  would  be  very 
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vinity  profeiTor  at  Leydcn,  had  publiflied  a  book  in  Hoi-  Ann.  16 1». 
land  on  Arminian  principles,  and  contrary  to  the  com- 
mon received  tenets  of  free-will  and  prcdeftination. 
James  was  ib  inflamed  at  the  herefy  *,  that  after  having 
commented  on  the  moft  ofFeniive  paflages  in  the  book, 
he  fent  an  exprefs  injundlion  to  the  States  to  difcharge 
and  punifli  that  blafphemous  monfler,  as  he  called  him  f, 

v/ell  received,  the  republic  of  Venice  being  then  at  variance  with  the 
pope.  Wooton  had  fuch  pofitive  orders  to  prefent  it  on  St.  James's 
day,  that  he  could  not  comply  with  the  advice.  Before  St.  James's 
day  came,  the  difference  was  made  up,  and  the  anfwer  that  the  am- 
baflador  received  was,  that  the  republic  of  Venice  thanked  the  king 
of  England  for  his  good-will,  but  that  they  were  now  reconciled  to 
the  pope,  and  therefore  were  refolved  not  to  admit  of  any  change  in 
their  religion,  according  to  their  agreement  with  the  court  of  Rome. 
JVelwood^s  Memoirs^  1700,  p.  35,  i^  feq^. 

We  learn  from  Wilfon,  that  in  the  heat  of  the  plague  at  London, 
the  ceremony  of  James's  coronation  was  performed  on  the  day  dedi- 
cated to  St.  James.     IVilfon,  p.  5. 

*  James's  quarrel  with  Vorflius  was  a  perfonal  one  :  he  took  of- 
fence at  the  ironical  manner  in  which  he  is  treated  in  a  work  of  this 
author's.  Barnevelt,  the  republican,  patronized  Vorflius,  and  prince 
Maurice  oppofcd  him :  this  circumflance  perhaps  encreafed  the  mo- 
narch's warmth.  Salifbury  expatiates  on  his  mafler's  zeal  in  thefc 
terms :  "  Almighty  God  (writes  he)  doth  know  the  zeal  which  flirreth 
the  king  againft  that  man  (Vorflius)  (o  kindles  in  him  upon  every 
accident  of  difcourfe,  as  we  have  all  reafon  to  blefs  God  in  making 
us  fubjedls  to  a  king,  that,  without  mixture  of  glor)'  or  private  defign, 
taketh  fo  much  to  heart  the  injury  that  is  done  to  the  BlefTed  Trinity. 
Winwood^  vol.  III.  p.  3 1 6. 

-|-  James  makes  ufe  of  the  following  curious  argument  to  the  States 
for  the  propriety  of  their  perfecuting  Vorflius  on  a  matter  of  faith. 

**  Finalement,  fa  majeflie  vous  exhorte  puifque  vous  avez  prix 
les  armes  pour  la  liberte  de  vos  confcience,  et  ayes  tant  pati  par  la 
continuation  d'une  guerre  violente  et  fanguinaire  I'efpace  de  quarante 
annees  pour  la  profefTion  de  I'Evangile,  eflants  veniie  au  defTus  de  vos 
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Ann.  161-2.  The  States  paid  fo  little  regard  to  his  opinion  or  com- 
mands, that  Vodlius  was  acquitted  with  honour,  and 
continued  in  his  profeflbrfhip.  This  drew  from  Win- 
wood,  James's  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  fo  threatening 
a  proteft  *,  that  it  terrified  his  mailer,  left  it  fhould  draw 
him  into  the  inconveniences  of  a  war,  and  fo  cooled  his 
refcntment,  that  he  made  an  excufe  to  Sir  Noel  Carron, 
the  States'  ambaflador,  for  the  petulance  of  Winwood  f, 
difclaimed  the  intention  of  carrying  the  affair  fo  high, 
and  defcended  at  laft  to  offer  to  be  contented  with  the 
removal  of  Yorftius  out  of  Leyden,  though  the  States 

miferes,  de  ne  permettre  pas,  que  Ics  difcipks  crArminius  fondent 
lurTexemple  de  vos  anions,  la  mauvaife  dodtrine  qu'ils  trompetent  au 
monde  de  apajlafm  fanSionm''  Sir  Ralph  Winwood's  fecond  remon- 
ftrance  in  the  aflembly  of  the  States  General  concerning  Vorftius. 
JVimvood^  vol.  III.  p.  304,  ^  feq. 

*  Sir  Ralph  Winwood's  proteftation  in  the  aflembly  of  the  States 
General  concerning  Vorftius,  9  Decern.   1611,  O.  S. 

"  De  ces  enormes  indignitez  commifes  contre  Teglife  de  Dieu,  et  fa 
perfonne,  en  preferant  la  prefence  de  Vorftius  devant  fon  amitie  et 
alliance,  le  roy  mon  maitre  fe  tient  obligor  de  fc  repentyr  fi  repara- 
tion n'en  foit  faiile,  et  ce  au  plutoft  •,  ce  que  ne  peut  pas  etre  que 
par  la  renvoy  de  Vorftius.  Par  les  manifeftes  qu*il  faire  imprimer  et 
publier  au  monde,  il  fera  paroiftre  de  qu'elle  haine  il  detefte  les  athi- 
efmes  et  herefies  de  Vorftius,  et  tous  ceux  qui  les  maintiennent,  fa- 
vorifent,  et  fomentent. 

"  C'cft  ma  charge  :  Vous  y  penfcra  s'il  vous  plaift  \  et  croyrez,  que 
Tamitie  et  alliance  du  roy  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  les  atheifmes  et 
herefies  de  Conradus  Vorftius  ne  font  nullement  compatible.  II  de- 
pend de  vos  jugement  d*en  faire  choix  :  Tenceinte  des  Provinces 
Unies  ne  pourront  pas  comprendre  toutes  deux.     fVinzvocd,  vol.  IIL 

p.  3^0. 

■f  James  had  fome  intention  of  writing  to  juftify  liimfelf  on  this 

point,  and  to  throw  the  whole  blame  of  the  proceeding  on  his  fervant 

Winwood.     fP^in'wood^  vol.  III.  p.  332. 
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fliould  entertain  him  at  their  own  expence  in  any  other  Ann. 
town  in  their  dominions.  James  had  been  fo  fevere  in 
his  proteftations  againft  Vorftius,  that  he  had  thrown 
out  infmuations  that  his  crime  defei-ved  the  utmoft  rigor 
of  fecular  punifliment.  Edward  Wightman,  and  Bar- 
tholomew Legate,  were  actually  burnt  in  England  by  his 
warrant,  after  having  been  convifbed  of  erroneous  doc- 
trine, and  canonically  condemned  by  Neal  bifhop  of  Co- 
ventry, and  King  bifliop  of  London  *. 


This  year  died  Henry,  prince  of  Wales,  a  youth  of  Dfathof 
fo  forward  a  carriage,  that  he  was  thought  to  have  be-  ^'"'''^^"'^' 
come  difagreeable  to  his  father,  though  he  was  natu- 
rally inclined  to  an  indulgent   fondnefs  for  his  family, 
and  had  fhewn  great  marks  of  parental  afFediion  for 
this  fon.      The  Englifli,  who  were  extremely   fond  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,  from  fome  popular  fentiments  he 
had  highly  declared,  fancied  they  had   received  a  great 
lofs   in    his   premature    death ;    but   in    all    probabilir>^ 
the   crowu  was    more  afFctfled  in  this   refpedl  than   the 
people.      A  martial  monarch  is  always  dangerous  to  the 
liberties   of   a   commonwealth.     Henry   much   affedlcd 
that  reputation  ;   and  this,  with  other  fuperficial  princely 
virtues,  which  draw  on  the  efteem  of  the  injudicious 
populace,  would   have   been  great  impediments  to  the 
enlarged  plan  of  liberty  which  took  place  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  reign.     The  people  were  undoubtedly  inclined 
'  to  favour  him  from  his  avowed  contrariety  to  his  fa- 
ther,  who  at   prefent   had   incurred   {o  much   popular 

*  One  of  thefe  unhappy  people  was  lunatic  at  the  time  of  his  con- 
demnation. 
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Ann.  1612.    odium,  as  to  be  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  his  fubjedls 
acceflaiy  to  his  fon*s  death. 


Marriage  of 
the  princefs 
Elizabeth. 


The  fate  of 

Arabella 

Stewart. 


Henry's  dcccafe  was  followed  by  the  marriage  of 
the  princefs  Elizabeth  to  the  Eledor  Palatine.  It  was  ce- 
lebrated with  the  ufual  parade  of  the  court*.  The 
only  remarkable  thing  immediately  attending  it  was  the 
abfurd  obfervation  of  that  fuperftitious  age:  Elizabeth, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  ceremony,  was  elated  with  a 
joy  that  burft  out  into  gefturcs  which  bordered  upon 
laughter ;  this  was  reckoned  the  foreboding  of  her  fu- 
ture misfortunes ;  as  if  a  natural  caufe  for  thefe  expref- 
lions  of  gladnefs  could  not  have  been  properly  afcribed 
to  a  virgin  of  fifteen,  who  was  marrying  a  lover  fhe 
liked,  and  on  the  point  of  being  millrefs  of  a  court. 

The  recent  fate  of  Arabella  Stewart  was  a  very  con- 
trary one  to  that  of  her  kinfwoman  Elizabeth.  James, 
to  whom  (lie  was  coufm-germain,  had  feized  on  her 
poiTellions,  and  reduced  her  to  a  penfion.  The  un- 
happy maiden,  tired  of  this  dependant  ilate,  and  urged 
by  youthful  inclination,  entered  into  an  intrigue  with 
Seymore,  grandfon  to  the  earl  of  Hertford,  whom, 
notwithflanding  feveral  reprimands  from  the  high  pow- 
ers, fhe  privately  married.  Both  the  delinquents  were 
feized  on,  but  they  made  their  efcape,  one  on  board  of 
a  French  bark,  the  other  on  board  of  a  Newcaftle  col- 
lier.    The  unhappy  Arabella  was  re-taken,  and  conveyed 

*  The  expence  of  the  nuptials  amounted  to  50,000 1.  This  prin- 
cefs's  portion  was  40,000!.  to  be  paid  in  two  years;  her  jointure- 
was  10,000 1.  a-yearj  and  her  pin-money  1500  1.     Ryrncr,  vol.  XVL 
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to  the  Tower.  The  fatigue  fhe  had  undergone,  the  fe-  Ann.  i6ia; 
verity  of  her  treatment,  and  the  keennefs  of  her  difap- 
pointment,  had  fo  fatal  an  efFe(5l  upon  her  tender  confti- 
tution,  tliat  fhe  immediately  loll  her  fenfes,  and  foon  af- 
ter her  life.  Her  hufband  did  not  venture  to  return  to 
his  country  till  after  her  death.  The  jealoufy  which 
the  nearnefs  of  Arabella's  confanguinity  occafioned  to  the 
CTown,  was  the  undoubted,  nay  the  avowed,  caufe  of  her 
melancholy  fate  ^^ 

The  refentment  which  the  Engliflimen  in  general 
conceived  againil  the  prefent  infolence  of  the  Scotch  f , 
required  fome  facrifice :  The  lord  Sanquir,  a  Scotch  peer, 
who  was  in  no  particular  favour  at  court,  and  had  been 
condemned  for  the  murder  of  a  fencing-mafler,  was  for 
this  reafon  hanged,  without  hefitation. 

Among  the  lofles  which  James  fuflained  this  year,  the 
earl  of  Salifbury's  death  was  not  the  leaft  confiderable. 
This  minifler  was  a  careful  fervant,  and,  if  the  interefl 


*  On  the  firft  news  of  the  flight  of  this  unhappy  pair,  letters  had 
been  difpatched  to  the  king  and  queen  ot  France,  and  to  the  arch- 
duke, requiring  them  to  deliver  them  up,  if  they  Ihould  land  on  their 
territories.  The  countefs  of  Shrewlbury,  who  had  given  her  aflill- 
ance  towards  the  match,  was  confined  in  the  Tower  -,  and  the  earl 
her  hufband  to  his  own  houfe.  Sir  Francis  Bacon  difplayed  his  genius 
in  aggravating  the  fuppofcd  crimes  of  all  that  were  concerned  in  this 
trivial  matter. 

f  Many  duels  were  fought  between  the  individuals  of  the  two  na- 
tions. One  of  the  Scotch  court-domeftics  had  offered  a  grofs  affront 
to  a  bencher  at  Gray's-Inn.  Another  had  beaten  Philip  Herbert,  younger 
brother  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  was  rewarded  with  a  peerage  for 
his  puiillanimity  in  not  refenting  the  affront. 

of 
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Ann.  1 612.  of  the  CFOwn  is  to  be  confidcred  in  contradiftinAion  to 
that  of  the  people,  a  faithful  one ;  his  abilities  as  a 
llatefman  were  not  defpicable  ;  his  qualities  as  a  courtier 
were  fawning  and  pernicious,  but  they  are  too  common 
to  that  ftation  to  be  worthy  any  farther  remark.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  his  mini  dry  by  the  earl  of  Suffolk  and 
the  favorite  Rochefter,  both  men  of  mean  capacities.  The 
latter  was  foon  after  created  earl  of  Somerfet,  and  en- 
joyed fo  much  of  James's  affection,  that  he  faid  openly 
in  his  council,  That  he  took  more  delight  in  Rochcfter's 
company  than  in  any  man's  living. 


Origin  of 
baronets. 


The  difficulty  of  railing  money  flill  increafmg,  a 
projec5t  which  had  been  formed  by  Salifbuiy  was  now 
carried  into  execution  *.  An  hereditarv  rank,  which 
fhould  take  place  after  a  baron's  youngefl  fon,  and  dig- 
nified by  the  title  of  Baronet,  was  purchafed  from  the 
crown,  at  the  price  of  a  thoufand  pounds  f.  An  infe- 
rior order  to  them,  with  the  title  of  Knights  of  Nova 


*  A  commiflion  was  given  to  Sir  Julius  Casfar,  Sir  Thomas  Parry, 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Baron  Sotherton,  Sir  George  Cary,  Sir  George 
Moore,  Sir  Waker  Cope,  and  others,  to  devife  and  projeft  the  belt 
means  to  get  money.     Winwood,  vol.  III.  p.  385,  ^  feq. 

At  this  time  James  made  offer  of  a  large  parcel  of  plate,  pawned 
to  queen  Elizabeth  by  the  States  General,  in  1587,  and  belonging  to 
the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  to  be  redeemed  i  threatening,  that  if  it  was 
not  he  would  melt  it  down.     IVinwood. 

-f  Each  knight  was  to  maintain  thirty  foot  foldiers  in  Ireland  for 
three  years,  at  the  rate  of  eight-pence  a-day,  and  to  pay  the  wages 
of  one  year,  upon  the  pafllng  the  patent.  The  whole  fum  that  was 
raifed  upon  thefe  baronets  was  1095 1.  as  a  compofition  for  their 
maintaining  the  foldiers  in  Ulflcr.  Baker'' s  Chronicle,  1679,  p.  416. 
Cuf brief  vol.  iii.  p.  704. 
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Scotia,  at  the  price  of  three  hundred  pounds.  The  dig-  Ann.  i6i> 
nities  of  baron,  vifcount,  and  earl,  were  fixed  refpec- 
tively  at  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  The 
liar-chamber  alfo  took  every  pretext  to  condemn  to  excef^ 
fiy/e  fines,  for  the  king's  ufe,  thofe  that  were  cited  be- 
fore them. 


Ireland  had,  in  this  reign,  been  totally  fubjecHied  to 
the  jurifdidlion  of  England.  James  granted  to  the  city 
of  London  the  liberty  of  planting  a  colony  in  Ulfter ; 
and  this  year  the  civil  government  of  the  plantation  was 
new  regulated,  and  Londonderiy  and  Colerain  fortified. 
The  abfurd  cuftom  of  duelling  had  been  imported  into 
this  country  from  France  ;  there  it  had  taken  its  rife  and 
growth,  under  that  romantic  prince,  Henry  the  Fourth : 
He  had  in  fome  refpedt  been  the  occafion  of  the  igno-"" 
minious  fate  of  the  lord  Sanquir,  by  afking  him,  with 
an  air  that  was  conflrued  by  the  unhappy  nobleman  fig- 
nificant,  "  Whether  the  fencing-mailer  (whom  he  after- 
wards on  this  hint  murdered,  and  who  had  put  out  his 
eye  in  a  fencing-bout)  was  yet  alive  f' 

Four  able  men  were  at  this  time  at  the  head  of  the 
law :  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Sir  Henry  Hobart,  Sir  Francis 
Bacon,  and  Sir  Henry  Yelverton.  This  lafl  had  diflin- 
guiflied  himfelf  very  eminently  in  an  oppofition  to  the 
large  grant  that  was  given  to  the  crown  in  the  third 
fefilons  of  parliament.  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  on  his  enter- 
ing into  the  oflSce  of  folicitor-general,  proteded  Prieft 
and  Wright,  two  duellifls ;  he  made  a  fpeech  in  tlie  flar- 
chamber  on  the  occafion,  that  was  much  admired  r  but 
the  objeds  were  of  too  mean  condition  to  llrike  an  im- 
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portant  example.     Tlicfe  were  not  the  only  flagrant  dif- 
orders  that  had  crept  mto  the  commonwealth  :  The  cx- 
ceffive  love  of  pleafurc  that  polTeiTed  the  court  infcdcd 
all  ranks  of  men;    every  night   produced   mafivs,    in 
which   people    of  fortune   engaged  ;    idlenefs,  expence, 
and  pleafure,  took   place  of  indufay,  frugality,  fmipli- 
city,  and  learning.     Nor  was  the  evil  partially  extended : 
Spacious  buildings  were  ereded  for  exhibiting  theatrical 
performances  *  to  the  multitude ;  and  thefe  fhews,  that 
cany  in  them  a  poifon  fubverilve  of  the  virtues  on  which 
the  welfare  of  large  focieties  is   founded,  became  the 
idols  of  the  people- 

The  body  of      The  filial  piety  of  James,  which  had  lain  long  dor- 
Mary  queen    ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^-^^^  cxcrtcd  itfclf  to  a^ion.  Tlic 

body 'of  MaiT,  queen  of  Scots,  was  removed  at  his  ex- 
pence  from  Peterborough  to  Weflminaer,  and  a  tomb 
with  many  pompous  infcriptions  ereded. 

Among  the  regulations  enaded  this  year  in  the  coun- 
cils of  Scotland,  the  following  one  carries  with  it  too 
much  of  the  difpofition  and  turn  of  thinking  of  the 
monarch  to  be  omitted.  The  counfellors,  to  keep  their 
perfons  and  places  in  great  refpec^  were  commanded  to 
ride  in  the  ftreets,  either  with  foot-clothes  or  in  coaches, 
but  never  to  be  feen  on  foot. 

♦  Thefe  were  deftrudive  to  the  religious  fcntiments,  as  well  as  the 
morals  of  the  vulgar.  A  ftatute  was  enafted  in  the  third  year  of 
James's  reign,  for  the  preventing  and  avoiding  of  the  great  abufe  of 
the  holy  name  of  God  in  ftage-plays,  interludes,  may-games,  Ihews, 
and  fuch-like.    Fide  Statutes  at  Large, 

The 
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The  court,  notwithftanding  the  large  fums  it  had  ex-  Ann.  1613^ 
a6led  on  various  pretences,  was  at  length  driven  into  the 
neceffity  of  parliamentary  refources.  A  public  lottery, 
the  firft  of  its  kind  in  England,  afforded  a  fmall  delay ; 
but  the  invention  of  the  miniftry  being  drained  as  empty 
as  the  exchequer,  a  parliament  was  called  for  the  fifth  Parliament. 
of  April,  1 6  I  4.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the  laft  Ann.  1614* 
parliament  had  been  a  very  refractory  one  :  The  prefent 
miniftry  flattered  their  mafter,  from  the  boafted  ma- 
nagement of  eledlions,  that  a  contrary  fpirit  would  cer- 
tainly prevail  in  this.  It  was  from  fuch  aflurances  that 
James  aflented  to  the  trial,  and  affumed  fo  much  as  to 
demand  contribution  without  bargain  ;  and  to  declare 
he  would  rather  lofe  his  life,  than  the  honours  and 
flowers  of  his  crown  *.  The  firft  bufinefs  that  the  par- 
liament entered  on  was  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceffion 

*  The  following,  which  is  the  exordium  to  the  fpeech  he  made  at 
the  opening  of  the  feflions,  is  in  too  peculiar  %  ftile  to  be  omitted  by  an 
hidorian. 

"  It.  is  the  fayeing  of  the  wyfefte  king  that  evere  was,  that  the 
harte  of  kings  weare  infcrutable ;  but  in  the  laft  parliament,  I  muftc 
calle  to  your  remembrance  the  comparrifone  I  ufed,  whearin  I  pre- 
fented  myfelfe  unto  you  as  a  mirrore,  whearin  you  mighte  cleerlye 
fee  the  integretye  of  my  purpos  for  our  lengtheninge  that  parliamentc 
for  the  generrall  good  and  benefytc  of  the  commonwclthe ;  but  as  I 
then  fayd  of  the  nature  of- a  mirrore,  that- it  mighte  be  deffyled  by 
the  eyes  of  the  behoulderes,  fo  did  fome  of  the  lowere  houfe  lookc 
upon  me  with  poluted  eyes,  and,  as  I  may  faye,  defryled  my  mir- 
rore. I  canne  fay  no  more  nowe  than  I  did  then,  but  to  offere  you 
the  fame  mirrore,  to  looke  to,  proteftyng,  as  I  fhall  anfw^re  it  to 
Almyghty  God,  that  my  integretye  is  like  the  whitnefs  of  my  roabc, 
my  purety  like  the  mettle  of  golde  in  my  crowne,  my  firmnefs  and 
clearnefs  like  the  prefious  ftones  I  weare,  and  my  affedtyones  natu- 
ralle,  like  the  redncfs  of  my  harte.     Parliam,  Ilifi.  vol.  V.  p.  273. 
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A«n.  X615.    portant  example.     Tliefc  were  not  the  only  flagrant  dif- 
orders  that  had  crept  into  tl.e  commonwealth  :  The  cx- 
ceffive  love  of  pleafurc  that  poilerred  the  court  infcclcd 
all  ranks   of   men;    c%-cry   night    produced   malks,    in 
which   people    of  fortune   engaged  ;    idlenefs,  cxpencc, 
and  pleafure,  took   place  of  induilry,  frugality,  fmipli- 
dty,  and  learning.     Nor  was  the  evil  partially  extended : 
Spacious  buildings  were  ereded  for  exhibiting  theatrical 
performances  *  to  the  multitude ;  and  thefc  ihews,  that 
cariT  in  them  a  poifon  fubverllve  of  the  virtues  on  which 
the  welfare   of  large  focicties  is   founded,  became  the 
idols  of  the  people- 
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The  body  of       The  filial  picty  of  James,  which  had  lain  long  dor- 
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mant,  now  for  the  firll  time  exerted  itfelf  to  adion.  The 
body  of  Maiy,  queen  of  Scots,  was  removed  at  his  ex- 
pence  from  Peterborough  to  Wcftminfter,  and  a  tomb 
with  many  pompous  infcriptions  ereded. 

Among  the  regulations  enacHied  this  year  in  the  coun- 
cils of  Scotland,  the  following  one  carries  with  it  too 
much  of  the  difpofition  and  turn  of  thinking  of  the 
monarch  to  be  omitted.  The  counfellors,  to  keep  their 
perfons  and  places  in  great  rcfpea  were  commanded  to 
ride  in  the  ftreets,  either  with  foot-clothes  or  in  coaches, 
but  never  to  be  fcen  on  foot. 

♦  Thefe  were  deftrudive  to  the  religious  fcnuments,  as  well  as  the 
morals  of  the  vulgar.  A  ftatute  was  enadled  in  the  third  year  of 
James's  reign,  for  the  preventing  and  avoiding  of  the  great  abufe  of 
the  holy  name  of  God  in  llage-plays,  interludes,  may-games,  fhews, 
and  fuch-like.    Vide  Statutes  at  Large. 

The 


TrtE  couit,  notwithftanding  the  large  fums  it  had  ex-  Arm.  16.5* 
a6led  on  various  pretences,  was  at  length  driven  into  the 
neceflity  of  parliamentary  refources.  A  public  lottery, 
the  firft  of  its  kind  in  England,  afforded  a  fmall  delay ; 
but  the  invention  of  the  miniftry  being  drained  as  empty 
as  the  exchequer,  a  parliament  was  called  for  the  fifth  Parliament. 
of  April,  1 6  I  4.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the  lad  Ann.  1614, 
parliament  had  been  a  very  refra<5lory  one  :  The  prefent 
miniftry  flattered  their  mafter,  from  the  boafted  ma- 
nagement of  eledlions,  that  a  contrary  fpirit  would  cer- 
tainly prevail  in  this.  It  was  from  fuch  affurances  that 
James  ailented  to  the  trial,  and  afliimed  fo  much  as  to 
demand  contribution  without  bargain  ;  and  to  declare 
he  would  rather  lofe  his  life,  than  the  honours  and 
flowers  of  his  crown  *.  The  firft  bufinefs  that  the  par- 
liament entered  on  was  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceflion 

*  The  following,  which  is  the  exordium  to  the  fpeech  he  made  at 
the  opening  of  the  feflions,  is  in  too  peculiar  a  ftile  to  be  omitted  by  an 
hiftorian. 

"  It.  is  the  fayeing  of  the  wyfefte  king  that  evere  was,  that  the 
harte  of  kings  weare  infcrutable ;  but  in  the  laft  parliament,  I  mufte 
calle  to  your  remembrance  the  comparrifone  I  ufed,  whearin  I  pre- 
iented  myfelfe  unto  you  as  a  mirrore,  whearin  you  mighte  cleerlye 
fee  the  integretye  of  my  purpos  for  our  lengtheninge  that  parliamentc 
for  the  generrall  good  and  benefytc  of  the  commonwelthe ;  but  as  I 
then  fayd  of  the  nature  of  a  mirrore,  that- it  mighte  be  deffy led  by 
the  eyes  of  the  behoulderes,  fo  did  fome  of  the  lowere  houfe  looke 
upon  me  with  poluted  eyes,  and,  as  I  may  faye,  deffyled  my  mir- 
rore. I  canne  fay  no  more  nowe  than  I  did  then,  but  to  offere  you 
the  fame  mirrore,  to  looke  to,  proteftyng,  as  I  fhall  anfwere  it  to 
Almyghty  God,  that  my  integretye  is  like  the  whitnefs  of  my  roabc, 
my  purety  like  the  mettle  of  golde  in  my  crowne,  my  firmnefs  and 
clearnefs  like  the  prefious  ftones  I  weare,  and  my  affe6byones  natu- 
ralle,  like  the  rednefs  of  my  harte.     Parliam,  Uijl.  vol.  V.  p.  273. 
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Ann.  1614.  on  the  iffue  of  Elizabeth,  in  default  of  the  male  line  *^ 
After  this  both  houfes  were  fummoned  into  the  royal 
prefence  at  the  Banqueting- ho ufe  at  Whitehall  -,  where 

>ariiam.Hift.  ^^iq  mouarch,  after  fome  excufes  and  proteftations  upon 
the  abufes  of  the  government,  recommended  to  them 
with  carnellnefs  concord  with  the  crown,  and  unanimity 
in  the  granting  a  fupply  t-  Notwithftanding  the  cau- 
tious endeavours  of  the  miniflry,  it  quickly  appeared 
that  the  members  were  not  of  the  proper  ftamp  to  ferve 
the  court  purpofcs.  The  oppofition  carried  a  motion 
againfl  the  attorney-general's  ferving  as  a  member  of 
tlie  houfe  of   Commons  J.       The    courtiers    cxhaufled 

*  This  fettlement,  which  was  in  confequence  of  a  demand  of  the- 
king,  and  the  recognition-bill  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  are  two 
of  the  remarkable  inftances  which  Ihew  that  the  hereditary  fucceflion  to 
the  crown  of  England  is  not  abfolute-,  and  that  fuch  a  monarchical  clain> 
is  founded  on  the  negled  of  aflerting  the  right  of  aflent,  and  not  on. 
any  clearly  proved  principles  in  the  conftitution.. 

-f-  The  arguments  he  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe  were  as  follow  r 
•*  That  as  the  lafte  parliamente  begane  with  trouble  and  contenfhone, 
and  ended  fo^  fo  this  maye  begine  with  alacritye  and  love,  and  con- 
dude  fo  lykewife  -,  whaer  faity  Ihall  be  abroade,  and  love  at  home^ 
and  all  alperfliones  and  rumores  of  difcomente  betwecne  me  and  my 
people  fhall  be  taken  awaye,  and  wee  maye  fynge  togethere,  Ecce  /^ 
quam  bonum  ^  jucundum.  And  when  you  Ihall  retwrne  to  your  con- 
traye,  you  fhall  have  prayfes,  and  be  approoved  in  the  choyfe  made 
of  you,  that  you  have  giv£n  contente  to  your  king.  Parliam.  Hifi, 
vol.  V.  p.  285- 

•^  In  the  debates  on  this  fubjedl.  Sir  Roger  Owen  fliewed,  That  no 
attorney-general  was  ever  chofen  •,  nor,  anciently,  any  privy  counfel- 
lor ;  nor  any  that  took  livery  of  the  king.  The  precedent  he  quoted 
for  this  was  in  the  feventh  year  of  Richard  IL  when  a  knight  banneret 
was  rejected  on  this  account.  It  was  refolved  on  the  queltion,  that 
(he  attorney-general  fhould  remain  in  the  houfe  for  this  parliament,, 
■but  tiiat  ht  fluouUl  never  fctve  for  the  future.    James  had  condcfccnded 


r.n.  1614, 


their  argimicnts  for  a  fpeedy  fupply ;  but  it  was  deter-  a 
mined   that  a  redrefs   of  grievances  fliould  precede  it. 
Committees  were  appointed  for  preparing  lifts  of  all  the 
national   complaints.      The   indulgence   to    the   papifts, 
and  fevere  treatment  of  the  non-conformifts,  were  ve- 
hemently complained  of.      A  bill  was  prepared  for  pre- 
venting taxes  and    impofitions   on  merchants,  and  the 
debate  on  it  proceeded  with  becoming  warmth  *.      Cer- 
tain patentees  for  monopolies  were  oixlered  to  furrender 
their  patents.     Sir  Thomas  Parry,  one  of  the  creatures 
of  the  court,  who  had  been  the  moft  bufy  in  manag- 
ing elections,  was  expelled  the  houfe  f.     This  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  order  for  the  officers  of  peace  for  London 
and  Middlefex  to  bring  in  the  letters  they  had  received 
in  favour  of  popifli  recufants.      . 


In  a  renewed  debate  concerning  impofitions,  Sir  Henry  Journals. 
Wootton,  who  had  been  employed  as  ambafTador  to  Ve-' Debars.  ^^^ 
nice,  and  Winwood,    the   prefent   fecretary  of  flate,  at- 
tempted to  prove,  that  all  hereditary  princes  had  a  right 
to  impofe  taxes,   though  elective  ones  had  not  ;  and  in- 
ftanced  the  princes  of  Germany  and  Italy,  with  the  kings 

to  folicit  the  houfe  that  the  attorney-general  might  keep  his  feat  this 
parliament. 

*  In  a  queftion  whether  the  king  had  a  right  of  impofing  taxes,  Jc 
was  unanimoufly  carried  in  the  negative  ;  notwithftanding  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  judges  had  given  it  againft  the  people. 

t  Warm  arguments  were  urged  againft  this  bufmefs  of  undertak- 
ing. Sir  Roger  Owen  afierted,  that  it  was  one  of  the  articles  for  de- 
poling  Richard  the  Second. 

The  king  had  fent  to  defire  that  Sir  Thomas's  punilhment  might  be 
left  to  him,  with  a  promife  that  it  fhould  be  more  fevere  than  theGom- 
■raons  themfclvcs  would  inflict.     This  requeft  was  not  granted. 
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ABB.  16,4.'    of  France  and  Spain ;    particularly  Henry  the  Fourth  s 
raifing  1 4,8  o  0,0  o  o  1.  by  an  impofition  on  fait  only.  Thefe 
abfurd  comparifons  between  princes,  whofe  powers  and 
prero<ratives  were  different,  according  to  the  different  li- 
mitatfons  of  their  refpeaive  governments,  were  ridiculed 
by  the  houfe.     Sir  Roger  Owen  advanced,  "  That  the  im- 
pofition  laid  by  the  French  king  was  an  ufurpation,  and 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  France ;  that  the 
dukedoms  of  Florence  and  Milan  were  meer  tyrannies:* 
Sir  Thomas  Roe,  "  That  if  the  kings  of  Spain  had  fuch. 
ft  power,  they  liad  received  it  from  the  cortes,  or  parlia- 
ments."  SirEdwyn  Sands  obferved,  *^  That  the  courtiers' 
arguments  made   againft  themfelves,  fince  the  French 
king  had  raifed  fo  immenfe  a  fum  on  his  fubjeds  from 
.  fuch  an  affumcd  power  j  that  the  kings  of  France,  and 
the  reft   of  the   impofing  princes,  do  alfo  make  laws, 
which  in  a  Ihort  time  will  bring  aU  things  to  a  tyranni- 
cal  courfe  and  confufion,  both  to  prince  and   people : 
witnefs  the  death  of  the  laft  great  impofing  prince."     la 
anfwer  to  the  diftindlion  between  an  elective  and  an  he- 
reditary prince,  he  maintained,  "  That  all  kings  were  ori- 
ginally  ekdted,  except  fuch   as   came  in  by  the  fword  ; 
•whom,  for  that  reafon,  it  was  lawful  to  expel  by  the 
•       fword,  whenever  the  people  had  the  power  to  do  it  *." 

*  Sir  Edwyn  Sands  had  expreffed  hU  refentment  of  this  ^ufurpation 
T^ith  great  vigour  and  fpirit,  when  the  fubjed  of  impofitions  was  firft 
argued  in  the  houfe. 

""  Some  otTier  princes,  he  faid,  had  impofed,  but  never  claimed, 
any  right ;  now,  the  king  had  claimed  it  in  open  parhament :  they 
upon  four  or  five  •,  this  king  upon  fo  many  hundreds  :  they  but  for  a 
few  months,  and,  at  the  prayer  of  the  Commons  m  parhament,  put 
4own  i  here  made  perpetual  by  letters  patent..    That  this  liberty  ot 


A  demand  was  made  for  a  conference  with  the  Lords  *  Ann.  1614^ 
concerning  a  remonftrance  againft  the  king's  impofing 
taxes  without  the  confent  of  parliament ;  and  the  Com- 
mons difplayed  an  admirable  ikill,  aptnefs,  and  judg- 
ment, in  drawing  up  the  heads  on  which  they  were  to 
proceed.  The  Lords  fliewed  themfelves  extremely  jea- 
lous of  fo  fpirited  an  exertion,  and  refufed  their  con- 
fent to  a  conference.  This  brought  on  a  complaint 
againft  Richard  Neile  f,  bifliop  of  Lincoln,  who,    in  an 

impofing  trenches  on  the  foundation  of  all  our  interefts,  maketh  iis 
bondmen,  giveth  us  no  propriety ;  the  king  may  by  the  fame  rea* 
Ibns  make  laws  without  parliaments.  Journals  of  Parliament^  vol.  L 
p.  472. 

It  appears  by  the  Journals,  that  James,  after  obtaining  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Exchequer,  had  publifhed  certain  fettled  arbitrary  rates' and 
impofts  upon  goods,  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  The  Commons 
faid,  that  this  was  ftrange,  becaufe  no  proclamation  bound  longer 
than  the  king's  life  -,  that  the  judgment  in  the  Exchequer  was  erro- 
neous and  unconftitutional ;  and  that  the  matter  was  above  all  judg- 
ment, but  that  of  paritftBient.     Journals^  vol.  L  p.  481,  ^  feq^. 

*  Sir  Roger  Owen,  who  was  appointed  to  open  the  conference,  was 
directed  to  make  the  following  obfervation  :  That  the  king,  in  anfwer 
to  the  laft  petition  of  the  Commons  on  this  head,  had  referred  them 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  yet  in  the  mean  time  proceeded  to  multi- 
ply impofitions.     Journ.  Houfe  of  Com.  vol.  L  p.  481. 

-f-  The  following  is  an  anecdote  that,  will  ferve  to  illufijrate  the 
charader  of  this  prelate. 

Neile,  bifhop  of  London,  and  Andrews,  bilhop  of  Winchefl:er,  be- 
ing at  dinner  with  the  king  in  public,  James  in  this  fituation  had 
the  imprudence  to  propofe  aloud  this  queftion,  "  Whether  he  might 
not  take  his  fubjeds*  money,  without  confent  of  parliament .?"  The 
fycophant  Neile  replied,  ''  God  forbid  you  fhould  not,  for  you  are 
the  breath  of  our  noftrils."  Andrews  declined  anfv;ering,  and  faid. 
He  was  not  (killed  in  parliamentary  cafes.  On  the  king's  urging 
^m^  he  replied  plealantly,  *^  I  think  your  majefty  has  an  undoubted 
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iMa.  x5h.  :  advice  to  the  Lords  not  to  agree  with  the  requell  of  the 
Commons,  had  affirmed,  the  matter  on  which  the  con- 
ference v/as  defired  Ih'uck  not  only  at  the  branch,  but  at 
the  ij5ot  of  the  prerogative ;  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
^  oaths  of  allegiance  to  confer  on  it ;  and  that  he  doubted 
not  but  there  w^ould  proceed  fome  undutiful  and  fedi- 
tious  fpeeches  from  the  committees  of  that  houfe,  which 
it  would  be  unfit  for  them  to  hear.  Many  expoftula- 
tions  palled  between  the  two  houfes  on  this   fubject  * : 

right  to  my  brotlicr  Ncile*s  money."     Life  of  Andrews^  biJJjop  cf  Win- 
chejler. 

*  -In  the  debates  of  the  lower  houfe,  it  was  propofed  to  pafs  a  bill 
to  feize  his  bilhopric  for  leven  years  towards  a  fupply.     Many  mem- 
bers telhfied  their  concern  that  the  king  fliould  be  befet  with  fiich 
parafites  ;  Mr.  AUbrd  was  for  carrying  their  complaint  to  the  kino- ., 
Sir  Jerome  Horley  faid,  That  they  had  had  continual  interruption  all 
this  parliament ;  that  this  bone  amongft  the  reft  was  thrown  in  by  a 
devil,  if  a  bifliop  might  be  a  devil ;    he  willied  a  feled  committee 
might    be   nominated   to    confider  of  an  immediate  meflage  to  the 
king.     Sir  Edwyn  Sands  juftly  obferved,  that  to  go  immediately  to 
the  king,  would  wrong  the  liberties  of  the  upper  houfe.     The  Com- 
mons were  determined  by  the  judicious  arguments  urged    by  this 
member.     It  was  ordered,  on  the  queftion,   that  there  fliould  be  a 
ceflation  of  all  bufinefs,  but  proceedings  on  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln 
till  an  anfwer  Ihould  come  from  the  Lords  concerning  that  matter! 
The  next  day  the  houfe  received  an  admonitory  letter  from  the  kinc^ 
to  defift  trom  their  refolution.     They  were  on  the  point  of  coming  to 
lome  fevere  refolution  againft  mis-informers,  when  Sir  Thomas  Lake 
one  of   the  fecretaries  of  ftate,    difcovered  that  the  king  had  been 
fhewn  the  order  by  the  fpeaker,   who  received  a  fevere'' reprimand 
from  the  houfe,  for  his  unparliamentary  proceeding.     The  anc^er  of 
the  Commons  againft  this  offending  prelate  was  heightened  by  James's 
meddling  m  the  matter  -,  and,  though  they  received  a  foftening  pro 
pofal  fiom  the  Lords,   they  adhered  to  their  refolution  of  obliging 
the  bifhop  to  anfuer  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Commons.     Jcurnah 
vol.  I.  p.  456,  ^  feci.  ^  .     ' 
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The  Commons  refufed  to  proceed  on  any  bufinefs   till  k^.  1614- 
they  had  received  full  fatisfac^ion,  which  occafioned   an 
angry  mcfTage   from   the  king,    threatning   to   difTolvc 
them  if  they  did  not  proceed  on  the  bufmels  of  fupply  *        . 
Papers   of  arbitrary  projedls    to  govern  without  parlia- 
ments were  every  night  flung  about  the  flreets.    Neither 
did  thefe  blind  or  open  threats  deter  the  Commons  from 
keeping  firm  to  their  refolution.      The  king  finding  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  obtain  a  fupply,  without  remitting 
fome  of  his  high  pretenfions  ;  and   fearing  for  his  crea- 
tures, fhould   the   parliamxcnt  continue  to   {\\,    difix)lved  D'^ohition  oT 
them  on  the  feventh  of  June,  before  one  ilatute  was  en-  meT'"" 
adled.     In  this  parliament  the  oppofition  had  fallen  very 
violently  upon  the  new-created  titles,  on  the  lottery,  on 
die  admiffion  of  papifls  to  offices  and  honours,  and  on 
tlie  many  propofals  which  had  been  made  to  marry  the 
king's  fon  to  a  popifli  princefs.     Neither  did  the'increaf- 
ing  growth  of  luxury,  which  had  been  too  fuccefsfully 
propagated  by  the  example  of  the  court,  efcape  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  patriot  members  :  A  biU  againft  gold,  filver, 
gdding,   &c.  was  brought  into  the  houfe,  and  received 
with  approbation.      It  was  pleaded    that  this  fumptuary 
law  was  confonant  to  the  ordinances  of  God  and  nature  ; 
that  vain  expence  in  apparel,  and  other  kinds  of  ffiew,' 
was   the   caufe  of  the  want  of  hofpitality  :  and  to  con-  - 
vince  the  houfe  of  tlie  enormous  height  this  dcfpicable  journ.i^of.- 
vice  had  arofe  to  in  that  centre  of  extravagance  and  folly,  Comm^. 
the  court,  an  example  w^as  brought  of  a.  great  courtier 

*  On  an  enquiry  into  the  king's  necefTities  It  was  found,  that  he  was- 
already  /, 200,000.1.  in  debt,  and  that  upwards  of  85,0001.  went  yearly 
io  penfions. . 


having;;^ 
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./am.  rt5i4.  having  expended  eighteen  pounds  a-year  upon  flioe- 
ilrings.  James  was  fo  injudicious  as  to  wreak  his  ven- 
geance on  the  leading  members  ;  and  feveral  of  them 
were  thrown  into  prifon :  Thomas  Wentworth,  after- 
wards carl  of  Strafford,  was  one  of  thefe  fuffcrers  *.  A 
benevolence  was  demanded  in  a  very  arbitrary  manner ; 
but  it  met  with  fuch  a  firm  fpirit  of  oppofition  from  all 
ranks  of  men,  that  it  anfwered  very  indifferently  the 
purpofes  of  the  court. 

The  king  of  Denmark  paid  his  brother-in-law  ano- 
xhcv  vifit,  and  diffipation  continued  ftrongly  to  prevail. 
Whilft  this  monarch  was  in  England,  a  court  cabal  be- 
gan to  threaten  the  fortune  of  the  favourite  Somerfet ; 
a  man  who  differed  in  no  refpedl  from  the  common 
herd,  excepting  in  the  degree  of  his  vices,  which  had 
attained  an  enormous  height  from  the  pampering  of  a 
luxurious  court.  A  vicioufnefs  which  had  no  balance 
from  fenfe,  experience,  or  judgment,  drove  him  into  ex- 
cefles  that  at  length  afforded  his  enemies  a  full  opportu- 
nity to  effedt  his  ruin. 

The  Lady  Frances  Howard,  daughter  to  the  earl  of 

*  This  member  had  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  of 
'  the  court,  in  a  manner  improper  and  intemperate  :  he  applied  the  two 
following  verfes  from  the  prophet  Daniel  to  the  late  king  of  France 
and  the  king  of  England  : 

"  Then  fhall  (land  up  in  his  eftate  a  raifer  of  taxes  in  the  glory  of 
the  kingdom  -,  but  within  a  few  days  he  fhall  be  deftroyed,  neither  in 
anger  nor  in  battle. 

**  And  in  his  eftate  fliall  ftand  up  a  vile  perfon,  to  whom  they  (hall 
•not  give  the  honour  of  the  kingdom,  but  he  fhall  come  in  peaceably, 
-and  obtain  the  kingdom  by  flatteries.     Journals,  vol.  I.  p.  493. 
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Suffolk,  was  one  of  the  beauties  of  the  court ;  though  Ann.  1615. 
married  while  yet  a  child  to  the  earl  of  Effex,  flie  now 
conceived  a  violent  affedion  foji'  the  favourite.  The 
charms  of  their  perfons,  the  equality  of  their  under- 
llandings,  the  famenefs  of  their  vices,  foon  produced  a 
reciprocal  paflion,  which  they  indulged  without  refervc.  ' 
The  earl  of  Effex  was  yet  on  his  travels,  but  returned 
foon  after  the  commerce  began.  He  became  one  of 
Lady  Frances's  admirers,  and  preffed  for  the  poffeffion  of 
his  privileges.  She,  attached  to  the  glittering  fortune 
of  her  paramour,  refufed  ;  not  without  hope,  by  the 
means  of  fuch  a  condudt,  to  regain  her  freedom.  Ef- 
fex, inllead  of  attaining  the  accomplifliment  of  his  ex- 
pected happinefs,  found  a  coldnefs,  oppofition,  and  re- 
fervc, which  forbad  all  hopes  of  enjoyment.  The  two 
lovers  began  to  conceive  affurances  of  carrying  their 
mod  fanguinc  wiflies  into  execution  ;  and  a  procefs  was 
commenced  by  the  countefs  againft  her  hufband  for 
infufficiency.  James,  who  condefcended  to  be  a  party 
in  all  the  intrigues  of  his  favourites,  interefted  himfelf 
fo  warmly  in  the  affair,  that  a  divorce  was  obtained 
on  this  plea  *,  though  Abbot,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 


\H\ 


*  James  was  prefent  at  the  trial,  and  urged  many  arguments  to  the 
archbifhop  in  favour  of  the  divorce.  The  good  prelate,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  king's  vehemence,  dilfented  from  the  judgment  that  was 
given.  The  earl  of  Southampton  writes  thus  of  it  to  Sir  Ralph  Win- 
wood.  *'  Of  the  nullity  I  fee  you  have  heard  as  much  as  I  can 
write  i  by  which  you  may  difcern  the  power  of  a  king  with  judges  : 
for  of  thofe  which  are  now  for  it,  I  knew  fome  of  them  when  I  was 
in  England  were  vehemently  againft  it,  as  the  bifhops  of  Ely  *  and  •  Neile; 
Coventry  f.  For  the  bufmefs  itfelf,  I  proteft  I  fhall  be  glad,  if  it  f  Andrews, 
may  lawfully,  that  it  may  go  forward ;  though  of  late  I  have  been 
fearful  of  the  confequence,  and  have  had  my  fears  increafcd  by  the 
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had  declared  very  flrongly  againft  it.  The  divorce  was 
followed  by  the  marriage  of  Lady  Frances  and  the  vif- 
count  ;  and  kept  with  fuch  oflentaiion  by  the  court, 
that  the  city  of  London  complimented  them  with  an 
invitation  to  dinner.  The  bridegroom  was  made  oil 
this  occafion  carl  of  Somerfct. 

Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  a  man  of  fome  abilities,  that 
had  devoted  his  talents  to  the  fortune  of  Somerfct,  had 
been  the  friend,  the  advifer,  and  the  manager  of  all 
his  bufincfs,  depending  on  the  freedom  and  facrednefs 
of  fuch  a  connection,  exclaimed  ftrongly  to  him  againft 
the  folly  and  infamy  of  the  match.  Somerfct  had  the 
weaknefs  to  tell  his  miftrefs  ;  Overbur)%  from  that  hour, 
was  doomed  to  deftrudlion  *,  and,  on  the  firft  pretence 
that  offered,  flung  into  prifon.  In  this  ftate,  rage  and 
defpair  drew  from  him  fome  indifcreet  threatening^ 
which  alarmed  the  fears  of  Somerfct.  He  was  confcious 
that  Overbury  was  a  formidable  enemy,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  fecrets  he  had  been  entrufted  with.  Self- 
prefervation  concurred  with  refentment ;  the  murder  of 
Overbury  was  determined  and  perpetrated.  The  means 
was  an  envenomed  glifter,  but  not  till  after  his  con- 
llitution  had  refifted  poifon  adminiftred  to  him  in  va- 
rious kinds  of  food.     The  unwholefome  viands  which 

lafl  letters  which  came  to  me ;  but  howfbever,  the  manner  of  rnter- 
pofing  gives  me  no  caufe  of  contentment."  Siate  Trialsy  vol.  I.  p.  226, 
^  fej.     Winwocd^  vol.  III.  p.  475. 

*  This  unhappy  viflim  had  been  the  encourager  of  the  amour 
whilft  it  only  carried  the  face  of  gallantry.  He  v/as  not  fo  fqueamifli 
as  to  be  ftartled  at  vice,  though  his  feiife  and  experience  made  him  re^ 
jed  folly, 

had 


JAMES 


I. 


91 

i6ij. 


had  been  given  to  this  unhappy  man  fliewed  their  ef-  Ann. 
fedls  flrongly  upon  his  carcafe  :  the  excufc  given  for 
his  immediate  burial,  without  infpe<n:ion,  was  the  foul- 
nefs  of  his  body,  which,  it  was  alledged,  proceeded 
from  an  intemperate  life.  And  the  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton, uncle  to  the  countefs,  who  was  privy  to  the  mur- 
der, mentioned  in  a  letter  to  this  purpofe,  "  That  God 
was  gracious  iii  cutting  off  evil  inflruments  before 
their  time." 


Win  WOOD,  the   fecretary,   obtained  the  knowlege  of 
this  dark  tranfadion  from  the  apothecary's  boy,  whofe 
Ihop  had  fupplied  the  poifon.      The  fecret  of  Overbur}''s 
murder  was  now  in  the  pofTeflion   of  the  cabal,  who 
dealt  it  about  fo  freely,  that  it  became  the  topic  of  con- 
verfation  in  all  companies.     James  began  to  waver  in  viiiiers'srirc. 
his  affedlions ;  he  had  caft  a  longing  eye  towards  the 
captivating   attradlions  ,of  George  Villiers  ;   but,  either 
afhamed  of  his  levity,  or  fond  to  an  uncommon  degree 
of  diffimulation,  he  affeded  a  more  than  ufual  regard 
to  Somerfct.     His  real  inclinations  did  not  efcape  the  pe- 
netration of  Abbot,   who  prefled  the  queen  to  recom- 
mend  the  favoured  Villiers.     She,  out  of  hatred  to  So- 
merfct, at  length  complied,  though  unwillingly.     The 
reafon  of  her  unwillingnefs  exhibits  a  remarkable  trait 
of  James's  charadler.     "  My  lord,  faid  fhe  to  the  arch- 
bifhop,  you  and  tiie  reft  of  you  know  not  what  you  do ; 
I  know  your  mafter   better   than  you  all ;  for  if  this 
young  man  be  once  brought  in,  the  firft  perfon  that  he 
will  plague  muft  be  you  that  labour  for  him  ;  yea,  I 
fhall  have  my  part  alfo ;  the  king  will  teach  him  to  de- 
fpife  and  hardly  intreat  us  all,  that  he  may  feem  to  be 
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beholden  to  none  but  himfclf."  James  affeaed  fagacity 
and  defign  in  his  moft  trifling  concerns,  and  infifted  on 
the  ceremony  of  the  queen's  recommending,  that  he 
might  have  to  fay,  upon  a  complaint  of  the  ill  beha- 
viour of  his  favourite,  "  It  was  long  of  yourfelf,  for 
you  were  the  party  that  commended  him  to  me."  The 
queen's  compliance  introduced  Villiers  into  the  houlhold ; 
he  was  made  a  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  de- 
clared favourite  in  form.  Abbot  took  great  pains  to 
form  the  difpofition  of  the  youth  to  virtue :  but  the  foil 
which  James  afre(5led  was  too  barren  for  fuch  a  pro- 
dudion. 

Somerset  now  perceived,  notwithftanding  his  mailer's 
profound  diffimulation,  that  his  favour  began  to  wain. 
He  knew  the  inveteracy  of  his  enemies,  and  was 
confcious  of  the  advantages  his  crimes  had  given  them. 
Tortured  with  the  fears  of  guilt,  and  the  precarioufnefs 
of  his  fituation,  he  folicited  for  a  pardon,  which  he  ob- 
tained in  the  fuUefl:  form.  It  was  drawn  up  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Cotton,  who  copied  the  manner  of  a  pardon  granted 
by  Henry  the  Eighth  to  Wolfey,  with  the  following  quef- 
tionable  claufe :  "  That  the  king,  out  of  his  mere  mo- 
tion and  efpecial  favour,  did  pardon  all  and  all  manner 
of  treafons,  mifprifion  of  treafons,  murders,  felonies, 
and  outrages  whatfoever,  by  the  faid  Robert,  earl  of  So- 
merfet,  committed,  or  to  be  hereafter  committed."  This 
pardon,  though  figned  by  the  king,  was  impeded  from 
pafling  the  offices,  by  the  enemies  of  Somerfet.  James 
by  this  time  had  received  ilrong  intimations  of  the 
guilty  fecret,  but  ftill  aded  the  part  of  diffimulation,  and 
retired  with  his  quondam  favourite  to  Theobalds ;  either 

with 
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with  defign  to  avoid  appearing  in  the  profecution,  or  Ann.  1615. 
to./ly  from  the  clamorous  rumours  of  murder.  From 
tli^nce  he  went  to  Royflon,  where  he  continued  to  treat 
Somerfet  with  all  the  appearances  of  friendQiip;  and  at 
.  the  fame  time  ordered  Sir  Edward  Coke,  lord  chief  juf- 
tice,  and  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  the  attorney-general,  to  take  ^ 
upon  themfelves  his  profecution.  A  waiTant  was  adtu- 
ally  ferved  on  him  whilft  James,  who  had  an  unfeemly 
way  of  lolling  his  arms  about  his  favourite's  neck,  was 
indulging  himfelf  in  that  pofturc.  Somerfet  exclaimed 
againft  the  outrage  of  arrefting  him  in  the  king's  prc- 
fence  ;  but  James  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  remit  it ; 
and  feigning  an  entire  ignorance  of  the  affair,  cried, 
"  Nay,  man,  if  Coke  fends  for  me  I  mull  go  ;"  then, 
after  tlie  moll  alFedlionate  farewel,  as  foon  as  he  was 
carried  off,  he  exclaimed,  "  Go,  and  the  deel  go  with 
thee,  for  I  will  neere  fee  thy  face  more."  He  told  the 
lord  chief  jullice,  that  Somerfet  and  his  wife  had  made 
him  a  pimp,  to  carry  on  their  bawdry  and  murder  ; 
and  therefore  commanded  him  to  examine  the  affair 
Vrith  llridl  fcrutiny,  and  to  fpare  no  man  whatfoever  i 
adding,  "  God's  curfe  be  upon  you  and  yours  if  you 
fpare  any  of  them,  and  God's  curfe  be  upon  me  and 
mine  if  I  pardon  any  of  them"  Sir  Jervis  Ellis,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,  Franklin,  the  apothecary,  and  other 
delinquents,  were  apprehended. 

Whatever  was  the  nature  of  the  fecrer,  James's  in- 
timacy with  Somerfet  had  certainly  produced  an  inter- 
courfe  which  gave  him  fome  uneafmefs.  The  letters 
that  Sir  Francis  Bacon  wrote  on   the   occalion   of  the  • 

profecution  proved  that  the  criminal  was,  from  this  cir- 

cumftance,     . 
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CaSiiafp''6  ^^^^^^^"^'c»  formidable  enough  to  require  management. 
"  He  approves  of  a  charm  to  be  infufed  into  Somerfet's 
ear,  but  wifhes  it  was  more  enlarged,  and  that  the  \it. 
mofl  favours  Ihould  be  continued,  on  condition  of  his 
prudent  demeanors."  Somerfet  continued  fo  dogged  and 
afllired  in  his  carriage,  that  there  was  thoughts  of  re- 

lb!Jem,p  37.  ftoring  him  altogether  to  grace.  Bacon,  in  another  let- 
ter, difliiades  the  king  from  fuch  an  impolitic  conducft, 
and  advifes  certain  hopes  to  be  given  to  the  criminal 
two  or  three  days  before  the  trial;  "  But  all  thefe  hopes, 

P-  S4-  continues  he,  of  favour  and  mercy,  are  to  be  underftood 

with  this  limitation ;  if  he  does  not,  by  his  contemptu- 
ous and  infolent  carriage  at  the  bar,  make  himfelf  un- 
capable  and  unworthy  of  them."  "  That  danger,  re- 
turned James,  is  well  to  be  forefeen,  left  he,  upon  the 
one  part,  commit  impardonable  errors,  and  I,  on  the 
other  part,  feem  to  punifli  him  in  the  fpirit  of  re- 
venge." 


Somerfet 
tried. 


After  thefe  precautions  had  been  ufed,  and  the  cri- 
minal at  length  convinced  that  his  life  depended 
upon  his  prudent  behaviour,  the  two  principals  were 
brought    to    their    trial   *.       The     countefs     pleaded 

*  Sir  Antony  Weldon  relates  an  anecdote  he  had  from  Sir  George 
More,  lieutenant  of  the  Tower.  When  he  (More)  came  to  tell  So- 
merfet he  muft  prepare  for  his  trial  on  the  morrow,  he  refufed  to  ap- 
pear, and  faid,  "  The  king  durft  not  bring  him  to  it."  On  More*s 
informing  the  king  of  thefe  expreflions,  he  burft  into  tears,  and  in- 
treated  him  to  ufe  his  utmoft  fkill,  and  footh  the  prifoner  by  whatever 
means  into  temper  and  fubmiflion. 

The  fame  author  relates,  that  More,  when  Somerfet  was  brought  to 
his  trial,  placed  a  fervant  on  each  fide  of  him,  with  a  cloak  on  their 
arms,  giving   a   peremptory  order.   If  Somerfet    did   any   way  fly 

out 
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guilty  *,  and  Somerfet  made  a  languid  defence.     They  Ann,  1615. 
both  received  fentence  of  death,  and  continued  a  long  TadpaSd 
time  in  prifon ;   but  had  afterwards  a  pardon,  and  en- 
joyed  a  penfion  of  four  thoufand  pounds  a-year.    In  one 
of  the  letters  which  Somerfet  wrote  to  James  after  he 
was  remanded  to  the  Tower,  there  is  this  obfcure  para- 
graph :  «  I  will  fay  no  farther,  neither  in  that  which  CabaTa. 
your  majefty  doubted  my  aptncfs   to  fall  into,  for  my  ^'  '"* 

out  on  the  king,  that  they  fhould  inftantly  hoodwink  him  with  that 
cloak,  take  him  by  force  from  the  bar,  and  carry  him  off. 

One  of  the  precautions  which  Bacon  had  recommended  to  James 
was,  to  be  careful  to  chufe  a  fteward  of  judgment,  that  might  be  able 
to  moderate  the  evidence,  and  cut  off  digrelTions ;  «  For  Tmay  inter- 
rupt, adds  he,  but  I  cannot  filence." 


On  the  day  of  trial,  when  Somerfet  was  on  the  point  of  fpeaking 
for  himfelf,  tlie  lord  high  fteward  gave   him  the  following  cautioner 
«  My  lord  of  Somerfet,  faid  he,    hath  behaved  himfelf  modeftly  in 
the  hearing;  and  only  this  (before  you  fpeak  for  yourfelf)  byway  of 
advice  I  will  fay  unto  you,  in  giving  you  two  examples :  Your  wife, 
that  yefterday  confefled  the  fadj    and  there  is  great  hopes    of  the 
king's  mercy,  if  you  now  mar  not  that  which  fhe  made.     On  the  con-" 
trary,  Byron,  who,  when  the  king  of  France  ufed  all  the  means  he 
poflibly  could  to  bring  him  to  the  acknowledgment  of  his  offence  ; 
which  if  he  had  done,    there  was    no  queftion  to  be  made  of  the 
king's  grace.     And  I  think  there  never  was,  nor  is,  a  more  gracious 
and  merciful  king  than  our  mafter.     But  Byron  ftill  perfifting  in  the 
denial  of  the  fad,  you  know  his  end.     Cai^a/a,  p.  34.     Sfate  Trialsy 
vol.1,  p.  258. 

*  At  her  arraignment  appeared  feveral  letters  that  had  palled  be- 
tween  her  and  her  agents  ;  the  purpofe  of  which  was  the  cxpecfbed  fuc, 
ccfs  of  fome  magical  courfes  which  thefe  people  had  undertaken,  and 
this  weak  woman  had  depended  on,  for  the  ends  of  debilitating  her 
hufband,  and  rendering  her  lover  conftant  in  his  afieclion;  feveral  wax 
and  brazen  images  moulded  for  thefe  purpofcs  were  likewife  expofcd. 
iftnte  Trials y  vol.  I. 
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Ann.  1615.  caufc  iior  my  confidence  is  not  in  that  diftrcfs  as  to  ufe 
that  means  of  intercellion."  The  union  of  this  guihy 
couple,  which  had  been  accompUflied  by  the  violation  of 
the  moll  facrcd  laws  of  fociety,  became,  from  their  mu- 
tual dillaile,  their  fevered  punifhment. 

These  following  inftruments  of  the  murder,  Sir  Jer- 
vis  Ellis,  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  *,  Mrs.  Turner,  Wef- 
ton,  who  had  been  appointed  keeper  to  Overbury,  and 
Franklin,  the  apothecary,  were  convicfled  and  executed. 
Sir  Thomas  Monfon,  a  creatiu'e  of  Somerfet's,  was  ac- 
cufed  as  a  party,  and  brought  to  his  trial,  but  for  pri- 
vate reafons  was  remanded  to  prifon  f.  The  earl  of 
Northampton,  uncle  to  the  countefs,  had  been  privy  to 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  murder,  but  died  a  little 

*  Sir  William  Wade  was  removed  from  the  lieutenancy  of  the  Tower 
immediatel)^  before  Overbury's  confinement,  and  this  inftrument  of 
Somerfet's  villainy  fubftituted  in  his  place. 

f  Sir  Anthony  Weldon  tells  the  following  (lory  on  the  fubjed  of  this 
remand.  The  king  being  at  the  game  of  maw,  faid,  "  Tomorrow 
comes  Tom  Monfon  to  his  trial."  "  Yea,  faid  the  king's  card-hold  ; 
where  if  he  does  not  play  his  mafter-prize,  your  majefty  (hall  never 
truft  me."  This  fo  run  in  the  king's  mind,  continues  the  author,  as 
the  next  game  he  faid  he  was  fleepy,  and  would  play  out  that  fet  next 
night.  The  gentleman  departed  to  his  lodging  •,  but  was  no  fooner 
gone  but  the  king  fent  for  him:  what  communication  they  had  I  know 
not  (yet  it  may  be  can  more  eafily  guefs  than  any  other)  but  it  is 
moll  certain,  next  under  God,  that  gentleman  faved  his  life  ;  for  the 
king  fent  a  poft  prefently  to  London,  to  let  the  lord  chief  juftice  know 
he  would  fee  Monfon's  examination  and  confeflion,  to  fee  if  it  were 
worthy  to  touch  his  life  for  fo  fmall  a  matter.  Monfon  was  too  wife 
to  fet  any  thing  but  fair  in  his  confefllon  j  what  he  would  have  ftab'd 
with  Ihould  have  been  (viva  voce)  at  his  arraignment.  IVeldotty  p. 
103,  ^  feq. 


while 
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while  after  the  perpetration  of  it  *.  He  became,  from  a«„.  ,6.5. 
the  nearnefs  of  their  connedion,  chief  counfellor  to  So- 
merfet ;  he  was  made  warden  of  the  Cinque-ports,  and, 
by  his  connivance,  the  importation  of  priells  and  jefuits 
went  on  freely.  Abott  procured  his  difgrace  by  pro- 
ducing a  letter  of  his  to  cardinal  Bellarmine,  where  he 
declares  himfdf  wholly  devoted  to  the  fee  of  Rome. 


CHAP.       V. 


Cautionary  towns  delivered. 

of  Holland, Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  expedition, 

cutioru 


'Affairs   of  Scotland, 


Affairs 
,And  exc" 


t. 


npHE  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  old  favourite  removed 

■^    .all  obftruftion  to  the  rifing  fortune  of  thenev^  one 

James,  from  his  want  of  money,  had  hitherto  been  de- 

*  Jc'  ''°"°'''"°,'^  *.*  ^"Py  °f  =•  l«ter  from  the  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton  to  Sir  Jervis  tUis,  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  ^ 

"  Worthy  Mr  Lieutenant,  let  me  intreat  you  to  caU  Lidcote  and 
three  or  tour  of  his  friends,  if  fo  many  come,  to  view  the  ^y    ff 
they  have  not  already  done  it,  and  fo  foon  as  it  is  viewed,  without 
ftaymg  the  coming  of  a  meflenger  from  the  court,  in  any  cafe  fee" 
interred  m  the  body  ot  the  chapel  within  the  Tower,  inftantlv 

"  It  they  have  viewed  then  bury  it  by  and  by;  for  it  is  time,  con- 
fidcring  the  humours  of  .that  damned  crew,  that  only  defire  means  to 
n,ove  pity  and  raife  fcandals.  Let  no  man's  inftance  movryou  to 
make  ftay  ,„  any  cafe-,  and  bring  me  thefe  letters  when  I  next  fee 
you, 

"  Fail  not  a  jot  herein,  as  you  love  your  friends  -,  nor  after  Lidcote 
and  his  friends  have  viewed  ftay  one  minute,  but  let  the  prieft  l^ 

Tt\l  7\     ^f"'"  '''  "°'  '^'"'  '■^"'^  f°^  '""^  'P-'i-'y.  pretending 
that  the  body  will  not  tarry.  ^  *» 

*'  In  pofl  hade  at  twelve."     fVinwood,  vol.  III.  p.  482. 

^  prived 
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prived  of  the  pleafure  of  enriching  this  minion;  but  the 
fpoils  of  Somerfct  afforded  him  that  fatisfaaion  *.  The 
unrivalled  Villiers  now  Ihonc  forth  in  all  the  gaudy  plu- 
mage of  royal  favour.  James  found  in  the  difpofition 
of  the  youth  an  unbounded  levity,  and  a  ductile  licen- 
tioufnefs,  which  promifed  as  glorious  a  harveft  as  vice 
and  folly  could  defire.  It  was  imagined  that  the  change 
of  manners  in  Somerfet,  from  a  trifling  obfcene  buf- 
foonry  to  a  gravity  tinctured  with  fadnefs,  was  one  of 
the  principal  caufes  of  James's  inconftancy,  who  now  en- 
joyed a  double  felicirjr  in  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
wiflies,  and  the  cefTation  of  his  fears.  In  the  midll  of 
this  triumph  fome  crofles  ftill  thwarted  him. 

Lord  chief  juftice  Coke,  a  man  of  a  haughty  temper, 
from  fome  tranfadions  that  had  happened  during  So- 
mcrfet*s  trial,  was  extremely  difpleafed  with  the  court  ; 
this  difpleafure  gave  rife  to  an  integrity  which  had  never 
yet    appeared    in   his   political   condudl :   He   formed  a 
llrong  party  among  the  lawyers,  and  attacked  the  ufurp- 
ations  of  the  crown   upon   all  occafions.     Part  of  the 
prerogative  concerning  commendams  to  livings  was  now 
difputed  in  the  Common  Pleas  ;  the  judges  were  againll 
the  crown,  and  had  even  the  fpirit  to  difregard  a  com- 
mand from  the  king  to  ftop  proceedings.     The  command 
was  delivered  in  a  letter  from  the  attorney-general.  Sir 
Francis  Bacon.     The  judges   pronounced  tlic  command 
to  be  contrary  to  law,  and  as  fuch  they  were  not  to 

*  Thefe  (polls  amounted  to  the  fum  of  200,000 1.  and  an  eftate  of 
I0>oool.  a-year;  an  immenfe  wealth,  if  efti mated  by  the  value  of 
money  in  thofe  days. 


obey. 
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obey,  but  proceed  to  judgment  as  bound  by  oath.    Tliis  Ann.  1615. 
roufed  James  from  his  retreat,  at  Royfton  -,  he  fent  a  bluf- 
tering  reprimand  to  the  judges,  in  which  he  highly  af- 
ferted  his   prerogative,  and  treated  their  oath  merely  as 
a  form  devifed  by  his  predeceiTors,  which,  he  faid,  could 
never   be  meant  as  a  weapon  to  wound  royal  power. 
The  judges  were  convened  into  the  flar-chamber,  and 
James  difplayed  his  arbitrary  pretenfions  in  a  fpecies  of 
reafoning   peculiar   to  himfelf.       Coke  maintained  the 
juftnefs  of  the  refufal  by  the  authority  of  two  ads  of 
parliament ;  and  when   Bacon   officiouily  took  up  the 
caufe  of  majefty,  he  excepted  againft  fuch  an  interfer- 
ing, as  of  an  oppofite  nature  to  the  office  of  attorney- 
general,  who  was  to  plead  before  the  judges,  not  againfl 
them.     The  judges  had  not  the  courage  longer  to  refifl ; 
and,   to  the  great   diflatisfaftion   of    the   chief   juflice, 
meanly  fubmitted  the  cafe  to  the  judgment  of  the  privy 
council,  who  determined  it  for  the  prerogative.     An  an-  Mallet's  Life 
fwer  of  Coke's  in  this  debate  is  worthy  of  record.     On  °^  ^**'''°- 
James's   raifmg  his  voice,   and   afking   the  judges   in  a 
peremptory  manner,  "  Whether  if  in  a  cafe  depending 
before  them,  he  conceived  it  to  concern  him  in  profit  or 
power,  and  thereupon  required   to  confult  with   them, 
and  a  flay  of  proceedings,  whether  they  ought  not  to 
Hay  them  accordingly  ?"  all  but  the  lord  chief  juftice  af- 
fented  to  the  demanded  obligation  ;  but  he  with  dignity 
replied,  "  That  when  fuch  a  cafe  happened,  he  would 
do  that  which  was  fit  for  a  judge  to  do." 
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Bacon,  the  greateft  preferment-feeker  of  the  age,  to 
the  abufc  of  his  excellent  talents,  had  fought  aggran- 
difemcnt  by  the  moft  contentemptible  means.     Ever  the 
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Aon.  1615.  tool  of  authority^  from  the  creature  of  Somerfet  he  had 
become  the  creature  of  Villiers  j  blind  and  infenfible  to- 
the  fuperiority  of  true  dignity,  he  eagerly  purfued,  in 
the  moll  difgraceful  manner  *,  that  deceitful  image  of 
it  which  attradts  the  vulgar.  Trom  Villiers  he  had  now 
the  promife  of  fuccceding  the  chancellor,  who  was  in  a 

Cabala,  p.  29.  vifible  decline.  In  a  letter  to  James,  full  of  the  mod  fer- 
vile  adulation,  he  begged  this  place,  and  aflerted  it  was 
the  interefl  of  the  king  to  give  it  him.  He  objeded  to- 
Coke's  popularity,  and  faid,  "  That  fuch  men  were  no 
fure  mounters  for  his  majefly's  faddle  ;  to  Hobart,  be- 
caufe  he  was  no  flatefman  *,  and  if  he  and  Coke  were 
placed  at  both  ends  of  the  council-board,  the  prerogative 
would  be  cramped  between  the  two  lawyers,  who  would 
generally  agree  in  exalting  law  above  power.  For  my- 
fclf,  fays  he,  I  can  only  prefent  your  majefty  with  gloria 
in  obfequio  j  when  a  direction  is  once  given,  it  (hall  be  pur- 
fued and  performed,  and  your  majefty  only  troubled  with 
tlie  true  care  of  a  king,  to  tliink  in  chief  what  you  would 
have  done,  not  how." 

I N  a  quarrel  between  the  judges  and  the  clianccllor;^ 
the  jurifdidtion  of  whofe  court  was  already  extended  to 
the  detriment  of  the  law,  the  chancellor  was  profecuted- 


*  In  a  letter  to  James  he  draws  a  lively  pI(Elure  of  his  fervility.. 
•*  How  honeftly  ready  I  have  been,  moil  gracious  fovereign  (writes 
he)  to  do  your  majefty  humble  fervice  to  the  bcft  of  my  power,  in  the 
commlflion  of  union,  and  this  laft  parliament  for  the  bill  of  fubfidy, 
both  body  and  preamble,  in  the  bill  of  attainders,  in  the  matter  of 
purveyance,  in  the  ecclefiaftical  petitions,  in  the  grievances,  and  the 
like  •,  as  I  was  ever  careful,  not  without  good  fuccefs,  fometimes  ta 
put  forward  that  which  was  good,  fometimes  to  keep  back  that  which 
was  worfc."     Cabala^ 

for 
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for  having  incurred    a  premunire  *  in   entertaining  a  Abh.  1615. 
caufe  that  liad  been  adjudged  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas.     The  profecution  was  fupported  by  Coke  and  the 
judges  t-    James  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  weaken 
the  authority  of  tlie  courts  of  common  law.     On  the 
fearching  of  precedents  there  were  found  many  exam- 
ples of  proceedings  in  Chancery  after  judgment  in  thefe 
courts :  On  this  authority,  James  fummoned  the  parties  ?656!'^°"*  . 
into  the  ftar-chamber,    where  he  harangued  with    his  ^  ^^^• 
ufual  flights  of  the  power  of  kings,  and  obedience  of 
fubjeds,     «  Kings,  he  faid,  fat  in  the  throne  of  God,  J'^*  i^^V^'', 

1    r  1  n    •      1  .  fpeech  in  the 

and  from  thence  all  judgment  is  derived."  He  compared  '^^  chamber. 
the  power  of  judgment  in  Chriftian  kings  to  that  of 
Mofes,  to  whom  all  profound  queftions  were  left.  He 
determined  from  thence  that  tliere  is  a  conjundion  be- 
rween  God  and  the  king  upward,  and  the  king  and  the 
judges  downward,  "  Encroach  not  upon  the  preroga- 
tive ;  deal  not  in  difficult  queftions.  That  which  con- 
cerns the  myftery  of  the  king's  power  is  not  lawful  to 
be  difputed,  for  that  is  to  wade  into  the  wcaknefs  of 
princes,  and  to  take  away  the  myftical  reverence  that 
belongs  to  thofe  who  fit  on  the  throne  of  God.  It  w^as 
an  odious  and  inept  fpeech  to  fay  that  a  premunire  lay 
againft  the  court  of  Chancery  ;  I  mean  not  that  the 
Chancery  fhould  exceed  its  limits,  but  the  king  only  is 

♦  On  the  ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  that  the  judgment  given  in  the  king's 
court  fliall  not  be  examined  in  chancery,  parhament,  or  elfewhere,  un- 
til it  be  undone  by  attaint  or  error. 

t  Some  time  before  this  rupture,  James,  in  a  converfation  with  the 
lord  chief  juHice  Coke  and  the  lord  chancellor,  had  charged  them  to 
refer  all  difputes  to  his  private  decifion..  Letters  from  and  to  Sir  Dudley 
Carletcn,  ly^S,  P«45» 
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Attn.  1615.  to  correcfb  it,  and  none  elfe."  He  commanded  that  no 
man  hereafter  fhould  prefume  to  fliew  a  prcmunire 
againft  the  court  of  Chancery.  Then  in  the  moft  hyper- 
bolical flrains  he  praifed  tlie  ftar-chamber,  and  after- 
wards addreiled  himfelf  to  the  whole  auditory,  and  ad- 
vifed  them  "  Not  to  prefume  to  meddle  with  things 
againft  the  kind's  prerogative  or  honour  ;  for  if  they 
did  the  judges  will  punifli  them  ;  and  in  cafe  the  judges 
do  not,  he  muft  punifli  both  them  and  the  judges. 
Plead  not,  continued  he,  upon  puritanical  flrains,  that 
make  all  things  popular,  but  keep  you  within  the  an- 
cient limits  ^" 

■*  • 

Sir  Edward  Coke  was  the  fufFerer  from  this  triumph 
of  James,  to  whom  he  was  perfonally  odious.  He  was 
profecuted  with  the  utmoft  rancor  on  the  following 
heads :  Firft,  for  having  concealed  a  ftatute  due  to  the 
crown  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  from  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Hatton,  whofc  widow  he  had  married  ;  fecondly, 
for  having  expreflcd  himfelf  upon  the  bench  as  if  the 
common  law  was  in  danger  of  being  overthrown,  with 
infmuations  as  if  the  king  was  its  enemy  ;  thirdly,  for 

*  Bacon's  advice  to  the  king,  in  the  bufincfs  of  the  premiinire,  is 
o.ie  of  the  innumerable  inftances  that  this  contemptible  time-ferver 
has  given  of  the  fervility  and  corriiptncfs  of  his  heart.  "  This  great 
and  public  affront,  fays  he,  not  only  to  the  reverend  and  well-deferv-* 
ing  perfon  of  your  chancellor  (and  at  a  time  when  he  was  thought  to 
lie  on  dying,  which  was  barbarous)  but  to  your  high  court  of  Chan- 
cery, which  is  the  court  of  your  abfolute  power,  may  not  (in  my 
opinion)  pafs  lightly,  nor  end  only  in  fome  formal  atonement  -,  but 
life  is  to  be  made  thereof  for  the  fettling  your  authority,  and  ftrength- 
cning  your  prerogative,  according  to  the  true  rules  of  monarchy." 
Cabala,  P*  S^- 
having 
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having  behaved  difrefpec^lfully  to  the  king  in  the  cafe  of  Ann.  ,6,^ 
commendams,  and  injurioufly  to  the  lord  chancellor  in 
the  affair  of  the  premunire.    Though  the  lord  chief  juf. 
tice  could  not  be  legally  convidled  on  any  of  thefe  arti- 
cles, yet,  by  the  fentence  of  the  ftar-chamber,  he  was 
brought  upon  his  knees,  deprived  of  his  office  *    and  Coke  deprir- 
ordered  to  retire  to  a  private  life,  there  to  review  his  oL°e?'* 
law-works,  to  fome  pafTages  of  which  James  had  ob- 
jedlions. 


\ 
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Many  circumftances  in  Ctoke's  behaviour  had  con- 
curred to  draw  upon  him  this  unjufl  treatment.  He  was 
not  only  obnoxious  to  James  from  the  oppofition  he  had 
raifed  to  the  ufurpations  of  the  crown  ;  he  had  even 
ventured  to  offend  the  minion  Villiers.  Sir  Nicholas  Tuf- 
ton  had  a  patent  place  in  the  green-wax  office  in  the 
King's  Bench,  which  the  favourite  wanted  to  fill  with 
one  of  his  creatures.  He  obtained  the  furrender  of  the 
place  from  Sir  Nicholas  by  the  bribe  of  a  peemge  ;  but 
met  with  an  obflacle  in  Coke,  who  refufed  to  admit  a 
clerk  of  Villiers's  nomination. 

* 

The  recent  triumph  of  the  prerogative  over  law  de- 
lighted the  courtiers  with  the  profpedl  of  an  eflablifhed 

•On  Coke's  being  thus  deprived  of  his  ofEce,  Bacon,  with  whom 
he  had  been  long  at  variance,  wrote  him  an  abufive  railing  epiftle, 
with  the  following  exordium ;  «  That  he  fuppofed  this  to  be  the 
time  of  his  afflidion,  and  therefore  he  took  the  fealonable  advantage 
to  fbew  him  his  imperfedions."  The  whole  of  this  letter  is  wrote  Tn 
a  ftile  of  fulfome  cant  that  does  as  little  credit  to  the  genius  of  the 
author,  as  the  malice  which  is  in  it  does  to  the  qualities  of  his  heart. 
Cabala,  p.  88,  ^y^^. 

t}Tannv : 


Sv 


1   ■ 


I' 


J 04  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

Ann.  1615,  t^Tanny :  What  could  be  more  promifing  to  the  enemies 
of  civil  liberty  than  the  increafmg  jurifdiaion  of  the 
Chancery,  and  the  confirmed  ufurpation  of  the  ftar- 
chamber  f 
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Creation  of 
prince  of 
Wales. 


BaVer's 

Chronicle. 


Cautionary 
towns  deli> 
\'ered  up. 


Rapln. 
Burnet. 


An  occafion  for  an  extraordinary  expencc  and  pagean- 
try offered  this  year,  in  the  creation  of  a  prince  of  Wales. 
A  profufion  of  titles  followed  this  ceremony.     Villiers 
obtained  that   of  vifcount,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  made  earl  of  Buckingham.     The  great  bar  to  that 
excefs  of  pomp  and  pleafure  the  court  delighted  to  revel 
in,  was  the  poverty  of  the  exchequer;  a  malady  to  which 
the  unmeaning  prodigality  of  James  continually  fub- 
jeded  it.     Neceility  reduced  the   miniftr}^  to  part  with 
thofe  towns  which  had  been  pledged  by  the  States  to 
Elizabeth  for  the  prodigious  fum  of  eight  millions  of 
florins.     This  was  all  due  to  the  crown  of  England. 
They  were  rellored  this  year  for  the  fum  of  two  mil- 
lions feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  florins. 
Thefe  towns  were  confidcrcd  as  keys   to  the  Low  Coun- 
tvics  :  the  miniflry  of  Elizabeth  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  ncccflitics  of  that  brave  people  to  make  them  depen- 
dant on  the  crown  of  England.     The  large  fum  which 
thefc  extorted  depofites  were  pledged  for  was  a  payment 
of  the  whole  afliftancc  of  men  and  money  they  had  re- 
ceived from  Elizabeth ;  an  a fli (lance  which  all  the  obliga- 
tions of  virtue  demanded  to  be  a  free  gift. 

So  -confidcrablc  a  recruit  enabled  James   to  perform 
'  what  he  had  long  intended,  a  vifit  to  his  native   coun- 
try ;   nor  was  it  deferred   by  any  other  motive  but  his 
inability,  from  tlie  want  of  money,  to  fliine  with  an 
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oftentation  worthy  the  dignity  of  the  king  of  Britain,  a...  ,s„. 
The  Scotch  were  obliged  to  incur  the  expence  of  this  s^^c^td"' 
chargeable  gueft.     What  made  the  profpec^  of  it  very 
difagreeable  to  them  was  a  jealoufy  left  this  vifit  was  in- 
tended with  a  defign  to  effeft  invafions  on  their  ecclefi- 
altical  liberties.     To  quiet  this  jealoufy,  James  wrote  a  Sp<«r»»<i, 
letter  to  the  council,  in  which  he  afTured  them  that  his  "''■'^"■ 
refolution  to  vifit  this  kingdom  did  proceed  of  a  longing       - 
he  had  to  fee  the  place  of  his  breeding,  a  falmon^ik! 
inlhndt ;  and  becaufe  he  knew  that  cvil-difpofed  people 
would  difperfc  rumours  as  if  he  came  to  make  altera- 
tions m  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  cftate,  he  commanded 
proclamation  to  be  made  for  certifying  the  fubjeas  to 
the  contrary.     It  was  true  that  he  defired  to  do  fome 
good  at  his  coming,  and  to  have  abufes  reformed  both 
an  the  church  and  commonwealth ;  yet  forefeeing  the 
impediments  that  his  good  intentions  would  meet  with 
and  regarding  the  lave  of  his  people  no  lefs  than  their 
benefit,  he  would  be  loth  to  give  them  any  difcontent, 
and  therefore  willed  all  his  good  fubjeds  to  lay  afide 
their  jcaloufies,  and  accommodate  themfelves  in  the  beft 
fort  they  could  for  his  reception,  and  the  entertainment 
of  the  noblemen  of  England,  who  were  to  accompany 
him  in  this  journey.     Notwithftanding  thefe  affiirances 
the  order  for  employing  fome  Englifli  carpenters   to  de- 
corate the  king's  chapel  at  Edinburgh  with  the  images 
of  the  apoftles   increafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  nation  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  James  was  intreated  in  an  addrefs  by 
their  clergy  to  countermand  the  order.     James  fo  far  af- 
fentcd  as  to  ftay  the  erefting  the  images,  but  withal  fig- 
n.fied  to  them  in  a  letter  full  of  expreflions  of  anger 
and  contempt,  that  he  did  not  do  it  for  the  cafe  of  their 
^     _       •  P  hearts, 
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hearts,  or  for  confirming  them  in  then-  errors,  but  be- 
cauic  the  decorations  in  that  form  could  not  be  hniQied 
at   the   appointed    time.     Not^vithaanding    thefe   heart- 
burnings, he  was  received  with  all  the  pomp  that  the 
Scotch  government,  which  had  been  fome  time  faving 
for  the  occafion,  could  afford.     He  made  ufe  ot  his  per- 
fonal  authority  to  get  an  a^  paffed  by  the  lords  oi  the 
articles  s    that  whatfoever  he  lliould  determine  m  the 
external  government  of  the  church,  widi  the  advice  of 
the  archbiihops,  bifliops,  and  a  competent  number  of 
the  miniflrv,  fliould  have  the  flrength  of  a  law.     This 
aa    contrary  to  the  nature  and  exillcnce  of  prelbytery, 
was  even  remonftrated  againft   by  the  Scotch   prelacy, 
who  knew  die  difpofition  of  the  people,  and  feared  that 
the  total  lofs  of  power  would  follow  the  premature  ex- 
ertion  of  it  t-     James  had  carried  his  point  fo  far  as  to 

*  In  a  late  publication  of  letten;,  &c.  by  Dr.  Birch,  there  is  a  let- 
ter to  Bacon  from  a  gentleman  who  attended  the  kmg  m  this  journey 
ta  Scotland,  which  hath  this  remarkable  defcnption  ot  the  (late  ot  die 
government  of  that  country  at  this  time  of  James  s  vifiting^it. 

«  The  kin-  did  peribnally  and  infallibly  fit  amongft  them  of  the 
parliament  ev°ery  day,  fo  that  there  fell  not  a  word  among  them  but 
his  maiefty  was  of  council  with  it. 

«  The  whole  alTembly,  after  the  wonted  manner,  was  abftradled 
into  eiaht  bifhops,  eight  lords,  eight  gentlemen  knights  of  the  fhire, 
and  eight  lay  burgcfles  for  towns\  and  this  epitome  of  die  whole  par- 
liament  did  meet  every  day  in  one  room,  to  treat  and  debate  of  the 
great  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  There  was  exception  taken  agamft  lome 
of  the  lower  houfc,  which  were  returned  by  the  country,  being  pomted 
at  as  men  averfe  in  their  appetites  |nd  humours  to  the  bufinefs  of 
parliament,  who  were  depokd  of  their  attendance  by  the  kings 
power,  and  others,  better  affedled,  by  the  king's  eledion,  placed  in 

their  room."  j- ,  ,       ui    •  ..     . 

t  The  biOiops,  writes  Spotfwood,  interceding,  did  himibly  intreat 

that  the  article  might  be  better  confidered,  for  that  in  making  of  ec- 
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^ain,  with  much  management,  a  parliamentary  confent;  Ann.  1615. 
but  other  difficulties  were  not  to  be  furmounted. 

The    miniflers    aflembled   and   drew   up    a   petition  Spotfwood, 
againft  this  innovation,  and  put  the  king  in  mind  of  ^'^^''^^'^^ 
the  letter,  in  which  he  affured  them,  that  his  intended 
journey  to  Scotland  was  not  to  produce  any  alteration  in 
the  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  government   of  the  kingdom. 
The   proteilation   concludes    thus:    "    Thefe  and  many 
other  reafons  havq  moved  us,-  in  all  reverence,  by  this 
our  humble  fupplication,  to  entreat  your  highnefs  and 
honourable  eftates,  not  to  fufFer  the  afore-named  article, 
or  any  other  prejudicial  to  our  former  liberties,  to  pafs' 
at  this  time,  to  the  grief  of  this  poor  church  ;   that  the 
univerfal  hope  of  thoufands  in  this  land,  who  rejoiced 
at   your   majefty's  >appy  arrival,    be   not  turned   into 
mourning;    wherein,  as  we  are  carneft   fupplicants  to 
God  to  incline  your  majefty's  heart  th4s  way,  as  the  moft 
expedient  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  weal  of  your  fub- 
jeas,  fo,  if  we  Ihall  be  fruflrated  of  this  our  rcafonable 
defire,  then  do  we  in  all  humility  (with  that  dutiful  ac-- 
knowledgment  of  our  loyalty  to  your  majcftv  as  be- 
cometh)  protcil,  for  ourfelves  and  all  our  brethren  who 
lliall  adhere  to  this  proteilation,  that  as  we  are  free  of 

defiaftical  laws*  the  advice  and  confent  of  pfefbyters  was  alfo  required. 
The  king  replying,  "  That  he  was  not  againft.  the  taking  of  mini- 
Iters  their  advice,  and  that  a  competent  number  of  tliem  fliould  be 
called  to  amftthe  billiops  ;  but  to  have  matters  ruled  as  they  have 
been  in  your  general  aiTemblieS^  I  will  never  agree  :  for  the  bifhons 
muft  rule  the  minifters,  and  the  king  rule  both,  in  matters  indiffer- 
ent, and  not  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God.-  So  the  article  paffed 
in  this  form,  TJiat  whatfoever,  &c. 
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Ann.  1615.    the  fame,  fo  mull  we  be  forced  rather  to  incur  the  cen- 
fure  of  your  majefly's  law,  than  to  admit  or  obtemper 
any  impofition  that  fhall  not  flow  from  the  church  or- 
derly convened,  others  having  power  from  the  fame." 
This  petition  and  proteftation  was  fubfcribed  but  by  one 
minifter,  in  the  name  of  the  brethren  and  fupplicants, 
but  in  a  fcparate  paper  each  minifter  that  was  prefent 
at  this  aflembly  figned  his  name  as  a  tellimony  of  his 
concurrence*      One  Hewit,    who  from   his    preferment 
had   a  feat   in   the   parliament-houfe,    was    the    perfon 
pitched  on  to  prefent  the  petition  to  the  king.      The 
archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's,    a  zealous  prelate,    having 
heard  of  what  was    going  forward,   attempted    in    the 
king's  anti-chamber  to  fnatch  the  paper  out  of  Hewit's 
hands.     James  was  made  acquainted  with  this  tranfac- 
tion,  and  came  into  the  anti-chamber,  and  enquired  into 
the  particulars  of  the  buflle :  The  archbifliop  anfwered, 
"  That  a  number  of  miniflers  having  framed  a  proteft- 
ation againft  the  article  of  his  majefty's  prerogative,  had 
given  it  to  the  man  whom  he  had  made  abbot  to  pre- 
fent, and  that  he  had  undertaken  to  do  the  fame,  for 
which  he  was  taking  him  to  talk,  it  being  an  unduti- 
ful  part,  without  fignifying  the  matter  to  his  ordinary, 
to  take  fuch  a  bufinefs  in  hand" 


On  this  reprcfentation  of  the  matter,  the  poor  pried, 
frighted  with  the  terrible  looks  of  the  king  and  the 
archbifliop,  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  with  a  vifiblc  con- 
fufion  faid,  "  That  he  fuppofed  the  proteftation  would 
not  have  offended  his  majefty,  and  that  he  had  pro- 
mifcd  to  prefent  the  fame  in  parliament ;  but  now  that 
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It  appeared  to  him  otherwife,  he  would  no  more  meddle  Ann.  1615. 
therewith." 


The  king,  feeing  by  the  two  papers  that  a  number 
had  avowed  this  petition,  fufpedled  that  the  innovating 
article  would  be  proteftcd  againft  in  full  parliament,  and 
commanded  the  regifter  to  erafe  it  as  a  thing  unnecef- 
far)%  it  giving  no  addition  to  his  prerogative. 

He  afterwards  called  together  an  aflembly  of  the 
clergy,  on  whom  he  wanted  to  impofe  thefe  four  arti- 
cles :  That  the  cucharift  fliould  be  received  kneeling  ;. 
that  a  private  adminiftration  of  it  fliould  not  be  denied 
to  fick  pcrfons;  that  Chriftmas,  Eafter,  Afccnfion-day, 
and  Whit-Sunday,  fliould  be  kept  as  holy-days  ;  and 
that  conflrmation  fliould  be  folemnized  by  the  bifliop^' 
blefling. 

James  to  this  affembly  put  on  a  very  maglfterial  air, 
and  aflced  them,  why  they  had  difputed  admitting  that 
power  which  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  lords  of 
the  articles.  «  It  is  a  power  innate,  faid  he,  and  a 
fpecial  prerogative,  which  we,  that  are  Chriftian  kings, 
have,  to  order  and  difpc^c  of  external  things  in  the  po-' 
licy  •  of  the  church  ;  and,  Sirs,  for  your  approving  or 
difappi'oving,  I  will  never  regard  it,  unlcfs  you  bdng 
me  a  reafon  which  I  cannot  anfwer." 

The  miniftcrs  very  prudently  waved  this  difllcult  taflv, 
and  fubmitted  the  king's  demands  to  the  opinion  of 
thc^neral  afl^embly  j  and  James  found  that  they  all 
muft   be   fubjccT:    to  an  after-judgment.      S}niron,  the 
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Ann.  1616.  miniftcr  who  drew  up  and  figned  the  proteaation  againft 
the  article  that  had  met  with  the  aflbnt  of  the  Lords, 
was  committed  to  priibn  ;  and  Catherwood,  who  carried 
circular  letters  to  the  minifters  to  encourage  them  to 
adhere  to  it,  was  baniOied.  The  four  articles  of  inno- 
vation  which  James  would  have  impof^d  upon  the  clergy 
were  rejeded  in  the  general  aflcmbly,  that  met  imme- 

•' Four  articles  diatcly   ou  his   departure,    but   were   adopted  the  year 

impofsdonihe      r         * 
Scots  church.  aiLCi      . 

*  Before  this  aflembly  met,  the  bilhops,  who  had  a(51:ed  more  cau-' 
tiouOy  in  thefe  affairs  than  was  fuitable  to  the  king's  inclination,  re- 
ceived  the  following  letter  from  him : 

"  We  were  once  fullv  refolved  never  in  our  time  to  have  called  any 
Spotfvvood.p.  more  affemblies  here  for'ordering  things  concerning  the  policy  of  the 
537,  &  feq.     church,  by  reafon  of  the  difgrace  offered  unto  us  m  that  late  meetmg 
of  St.  Andrew's,  wherein  our  juft  and  godly  defires  were  not  only 
necrleded    but  fome  of  the  articles  concluded  in  that  fcornful  manner, 
as  we  wilh  they  had   been  refufed  with  the  reft:  yet  at  this  time  we 
have  fuffered  ourfelves   to  be  intreated  by  you  our  bifhops  for  a  new 
convocation,  and  have  called  you  together,  who  are  now  convened 
for  the  felf-fame  bufmcfs  which  then  was  urged,  hoping  affuredly  that 
you  will  have  fome  better  regard  to  our  defires,  and  not  permit  the 
unruly  and  ignorant  multitude  after  their  wonted  cuftom,  to  over- 
fway  the  better  and  more  judicious  fort  in  evil,  which  we  have  gone 
about  with  much  pains  to  have  had  amended  in  thefe  affemblies  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe,  according  to  God's  ordinance,  and  the  conftant 
pradice  of  all  well-governed  churches,  we  have  placed  you  that  arc 
bilhops  and  overfeers  of  the  refl:  in  the  chiefeft  rooms.     You  plead 
much,  we  perceive,    to  have  things  done  by  confent  of  minifters, 
and  tell  us  often  that  what  concerneth  the  church  in  general  ftiould 
be  concluded  by  the  advice  of  the  whole;  neither  da  we  altogether 
diQike  your  opinion,  for  the  greater  is  your  confent  the  better  are  we 
contented.     But  we  will  not  have  you  to  tliink  that  matters  propofed 
by  us,  of  the  nature  whereof  thefe  article  are,  may  not,  without  fucli 
a  general  confent,  be  enjoined  by  our  authority. 

"  This  were  a  mis-knowing  of  your  places,  and  withal  a  difclaim- 
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James  returned  from  Scotland  very  much  d;;raiisiied  Ann.  iC.s^ 
with   the   little   compliance  he  had  received   from   his 

ing  of  that  innate  power  which  we  have  by  our  calling  from  God, 
whereby  we  have  place  to  difpofe  of  things  external  in'^the  Church,' 
as  we  fliall  think  them  to  be  convenient  and  profitable  for  advancing 
true  religion   among  our  fubjeds -,  whe:efore  let  it  be  your  care,  by 
^all  manner  of  wife  and  difcreet  perfuafions,    to  induce  them  to  an 
obedient  yielding  to  thefe  things,  as  in  duty  both  to  God  and  us  they 
are  bound;  and  do  not  think  we  will  be  fatisfied  with  delays,  miticra- 
tions,  and  otlicr  we  know  not  what  ftiifts  have  been  propofed,  for  wc 
will  not  be  content  with  any  thing  but  a  fimple  and  direft  accepta- 
tion of  thefe  articles,  in  the  form  fent  by  us  unto  you  a  loner  time 
paft,  confidering   both  the  lawfulnefs  and  undeniable  convenience  of 
them,    for  the  better  furtherence  of  piety   and  religion,    the  eftab- 
liftiing  whereof  it  had  rather  have   become  you  to  beg  of  us,  thaii 
that  we  ftiould  have  needed  thus  to  urge  the  pradlice  of  them'  upoa 
you.  .  -^     , 

«  Thefe  matters  indeed  concern  you  of  the  ecclefiaftical  charo-e 
chiefly ;  neither  would  we  have  called  noblemen,  barons,  and  others 
of  our  good  fubjefls,   to  the  determination  of  them,    but  that  we 
underftand  the  offence  of  people  hav^e  been  fo  much  obje^ed,  wliercin 
you  muft  bear  with  us  to  fay,  that  no  kingdom  doth  breed,  or  hath 
at  this  time  more  loving,    dutiful,   and  obedient  fubjeds,    than  we 
have  in  that  our  native  kingdom  of  Scotland  ;  and  fo,  if  any  difpofi- 
tion  hath  appeared  to  the  contrary  in  any  of  them,  we  hold  the  fame 
to  have  proceeded  from  among  you,  albeit  of  all  forts  of  men  ye  arc 
they  that  both  of  duty  were  bound,  and  by  particular  benefits  obliffJd 
to  have  continued  yourfelves,  and  confirmed  others,  by  found  doc- 
trines and  exemplary  life,  in  a  reverend  obedience  to  our  command- 
ments.    What  and  hmv  many  abufes  were  offered  us  by  divers  of  the 
miniftry  there,  before  our  happy  coming  to  the  crown  of  England 
we  can  hardly  forget,  and  yet  like  not  much  to  remember ;  neither 
think  we  that  any  prince  living  ftiould  have  kept  himfelf  from  fall- 
ing in  utter  diflike  with  the  profeffion  itfelf,  confidering  the  many 
provocations  that  were  given  unto  us  ;  but  the  love  of  God  and  his 
truth  ftiU  upheld  us,  and  will,  by  his  grace,  fo  do  unto  the  end  of 
our  life.     Our  patience  always  in  forgetting  and  forgiving  of  many 
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Ann.  1616.  Scotch  fubjedls,  whom  he  imagined  he  had  entirely 
gained  by  the  profiifion  of  favours  he  had  beftowed 
on  many  of  their  nobiUty,  and  on  his  domeftic  fervants 
of  that  nation.  Though  the  Scotch,  from  the  power- 
ful influence  of  educational  prejudices,  were  apt  to  en- 
tertain attachments  contrary  to  reafon  and  the  good  of 

iociety ;  yet  a  fpirit  of  religious  fadion,  impoliticly  at- 

♦  4 

faults  of  that  fort,  and  conftant  maintaining  of  true  religion  againft 
the  adverfaries   (by  whofe  hateful  pra6tices  we  live  in   greater  peril 
than  you  all,    or  any  of  you)    (hould  have  produced  better  effects 
among  you  than  continual  refiftance  of  our  bed  purpofes.     We  wifh 
that  we  be  no   more  provoked,  nor  the  truth  of  God,  which  you 
teach  and  profefs,  any  longer  flandered  by  fuch  as,  under  the  cloak 
of  feeming  holinefs,  walk  diforderly  amongft  you,  fhaking  hands,  as 
it  were,  and  joining  in  this  their  difobedience  to  magiftracy,  with  the  up- 
holders of  popery.     In  fum,  our  hearty  defire  is,    that  at  this  time 
you  make  the  world  fee,  by  your  proceedings,  what  a  dutiful  refpedt 
you  bear  to  us  your  fovereign  prince,  and  natural  king  and  lord  ; 
that  as  we  in  love  and  care  are  never  wanting  to  you,  fo  ye,  in  an 
humble  fubmifllon  to  our  fo  jufl:  demands,  be  not  found  inferior  to 
others  our  fubje<5ls,  in  any  of  our  kingdoms;  and  that  the  care  and 
zeal  of  the  good  of  God*s  church,  and  of  the  advancing  of  piety  and 
truth,  doth  chiefly  incite  us  to  the  following  of  thefe  matters,  God 
is  our  witnefs  •,    the  which,    that  it   may  be    before  your  eyes,    and 
that,  according  to  your  callings,  you  may  drive,  in  your  particular 
places,  and  in  this  general  meeting,  to  do  th«fe  things  which  m^y 
bcfl:  ferve  to  the  promoting  of  the  gofpcl  of  Chrifl: ;   even  our  pray-'  ^ 
ers  are  earned  to  God  for  you,    requiring  you,    in  this   and  other 
things,   to  credit  the   bearer  hereof,    our  lcr>{ant  and   chaplain,  the 
dean  of  Winchefter,   whom  we  have  exprefly  fent  thither,    that  hf^^ 
may  bring  unto  us  a  certain  relation  of  the  particular  carriages  of 
ail   matters,  and  of  the  happy  event  of  your   meeting,    which,    by 
God's  bleflings  (who  is  the  God  of  order,  peace,  and  truth)  we  do 
afluredly  exped ;    unto  whofe  gracious  diredion  we  commend  you 
•  now  and  forever. 

"  Given  at  Theobalds,  the  i oth  of  July,  i6i6.'* 
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lacked  by  James,  gave  rife  to  jealoiifiea  that  baffled  the  A.«.  ,6.6. 
power  of  thefe  hereditary  prcpoffeffions. 

_  The  earl  of  Tyrone,  the  chief  of  the  popifli  party 
m  hcland,  and  a  leader  in  all  their  rebellions,  was  pro- 
teacd  and  fupported  by  the  king  of  Spain.  He  had 
been  pardoned  by  Elizabeth,  and  well  received  by  James  *. 

•  He  was  brought  over  into  England  by  the  lord  Mountjov  in  the 

firft  year  of  James's  reign.     Rory  O  DoneU,  his  co.,panio„    was  ere! 

«ed  earl  of  Tyrconnel,  and  himfelf  treated  with  fuch  favour  that  a 

proc  amafon  was  ilfued,  commanding  all  perfons  to  fpeak  refpeflfully 

of  him,   and  carry  themfelves  civilly   towards    him      Theff  indul! 

gences  d.d  not  prevent  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel  from  entering  into 

ne«,  mtngues  wuh  the  courts  of  Spain.  Bruflels.  and  Rome,  Ihkh 

produced  a  confp.racy  in  Ulfter  for  murdering  the  lordJieutenlnt  and 

the  council   and  extirpating  tJie  Englifh  from  Ulfter.     This  confoi- 

«cy  was  timely  difcovered,  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel  fled,    nd  X 

^ell  received  at  the  court  of  Bruflels,  obtained  money  from  the  cou  t 

*f  Spain,  and  retired  afterwards  to  Rome,  where  they  were  fupported 

*y  the  pope  with  large  penfions.  wpported 

«i!^"th"'f  r''*"'""  °*'  *!'"'  '''8ht,   James  publiflied  a  proclamation 
vnth  the  following  remarkable  declarations :  «  That  they  had  not  theTf 
creations  or  pofleffions  by  any  lineal  or  lawful  defcent,  from  anoeftors 
of  blood  or  virtue,  but  were,   for  reafons  of  ftate,  preferred  before 
others  of  better  quality  and  birth  in  their  country ;    that  they  hid 
^not  been  molefted  on  account  of  religion,  nor  was  tLere  any  purpofe 
of  proceeding  aga.nft  them  on  that  head,  their  condition   bein.  to 
think  murder  no  fault,  marriage  of  no  ufe,  nor  any  mat,  valiant  °that 
does  not  glory  in  rapine  and  oppreflion  ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  att 
unreafonable  thing  to  trouble  them  for  religion  befo:^  it  could  be  per- 
ceived, by  their  converfation.  that  they  had  any;  that  in  all  mJZs 
of  controverfy  they  had  been  favoured  beyond  their  competitors    Z. 
cept  in  thofe  cafes  wherein  was  plainly  difcerned  that  their  only  end 
was  to  have  made  themfelves  by  degrees  more  able  to  refift  lawful  au- 
thority, when  they  fliould  return  to  their  vomit  again,  by  ufurpina  a 
power  over  other  good  fubjefts."     Rymer,  vol.  XVI.  p.  664.  ° 
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In  the  year  161  3,  fome  frefli  difcontents  that  prevailed 
among  the  papifts  in  Ireland  gave  luch  hopes  to  the  am- 
bitious  chief,  that  he  undertook,  with  the  ailiftance  of 
his  countrymen  in  the  Spaniih  fervice,  to  raife  another 
rebellion.  The  marquis  Spinola,  efteemed  one  of  the 
bcfl  officers  of  the  age,  undertook  to  head  the  expedi- 
tion. The  defign  was  difcovercd,  and  Tyrone's  corref- 
pondents  taken  and  executed. 

James  was  at  this  time  thoroughly  convinced,  from 
the  whole  conduct  of  Spain,  that  there  was  no  hopes  of 
attaining  a  family-alliance  with  that  inveterate  ftate. 
The  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  next  in  greatnels  to  the 
houfe  of  Aullria  ;  and  the  Englifh  monarch  difdained  to 
match  his  fon  with  any  family  of  Icfs  potency. 

The  Lord  Hays,  under  the  guife  of  congraailating 
the  French  court  on  the  king's  marriage,  was  this  year 
fent  into  France  with  fuch  a  propofal ;  and  James,  who 
by  his  own  affeaions  eftimated  the  importance  of  fliow, 
decked  his  ambaflador  with  a  magnificence  which  fur- 
pafled  every  other  fpecies  of  extravagance  that  had  yet 
appeared 


* 


*  The  following  is  a  defcriptioa  of  the  parade  in  which  the  anibaf- 
fador  rode  to  reccfve  his  firft  audience  at  the  French  court. 

Six  trumpeters  and  two  marfhals  (in  tawney  velvet  liveries,  com* 
pletely  fuited,  laced  all  over  with  gold>  richly  and  clofely  laid)  led 
the  way  ;  the  ambalTador,  foUowed  with  a  great  train  of  pages  and 
footmen,  in  the  fame  rich  livery  j  the  ambaflador's  horfe  was  (hod 
•vith  filver  fhoes  flightly  tacked  on-,  the  prancing  and  curv-eting  ot  the 
horfe  difperfcd  them  among  the  mob ;  on  thcfe  occafions  a  farrier  ct 
the  train,  richly  drcffcd,  tacked  on  others  in  the  fame  Qight  manner : 

thelo 
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This   cmbafly  gave  an  alarm  to  the  Spanifli  court.  Ann. 
They  reiterated    all    their   infmuations    to   draw   James 
again   to  their  lure  :  Sir  John  Digby,  his  ambaflkdor  at 
Madrid,  was  flattered  with  aflUrances   that  his  catholic 
majefly  would  remove  all  impediments  to  the  deflred 
match  between  the   infanta  and   the  prince  of  Wales  ; 
and  that  even  in  the   point   of  religion  a  moderation 
fliould  be  fo  ftriaiy  adhered  to,   that  no  terms  fliould  be  . 
demanded  inconfiftent  with  the  reputation  of  James   to 
grant.      Stale  as  was    this  bait,  it  did  not  fail  of  an  ef- 
fedl ;  James,  inftead  of  feizing  the  opportunity  of  re^ 
venging  the  infults  he  had  received  from  that  court  by 
a  contemptuous  refufal,  counteimanded  the  orders  he 
had  given  Hays  to  prefs  the  match  with  France. 

The  States  fupported  the   eledor  of  Brandenburgh,  Ann.  I6,^ 
one  of  the  princes   claimant,   in  the  pofl^eflion  of  the 
towns  he  held  in  the  duchy  of  Clevesand  Juliers,  againft 
the  houfe  of  Newburgh  and  the  eledor  of  Saxony,  two 
other  claimants.     The  houfe  of  Newburgh  was   aflifted 
by  the  power  of  Spain,  the  elecftor  of  Saxony  by  the 
emperor.     James  Jiad  fome  pretence  to  interfere  in  this 
buflnefs,  by  the  afliftance  he  had  given  towards  wrefting 
this  territory  out  of  the  hands  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
The  States  had  agreed  to  give  up  the  towns  which  their     ' 
troops  held  in   the  name  of  the   eledor   of  Branden- 
burgh;   but,  when  preflcd  to  a  performance,  they  re- 
fufed,   on  pretence  of  the  rumour  of  a  familv-alliancc 
between  tlie  crowns  of  Spain  and  England.     An  avifo 

thcfe  he  took  out  of  a  large  velvet  bag,  loaded  for  the  occafion.    mi^ 
Son,  p.  93,  ^  fc^. 
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from  Spain  had  given  the  States  intelUgence  that  the 
match  had  been  there  debated  in  the  inquifition,  and 
judged  proper,  in  regard  it  would  avail  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  popery  into  England.  The  States  alledged,  that 
the  rights  of  the  competitors  not  being  yet  fettled,  it 
would  be  unjufl  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  any 
one  claimant,  dangerous  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
the  king  of  Spain  or  the  emperor ;  and  that  James,  by 
the  intended  alliance,  was  alfo  become  a  party  fuf* 
pcded. 

A  KIND  of  diflra(5lion  had  at  tliis  time  prevailed  ia 
the  civil  government  of  France.  All  the  princes^of  the 
blood  were  united  in  a  ftrong  party  againfl  the  power 
of  the  queen-mother,  who  was  unfupported  by  any 
other  partizans  than  two  worthlefs  Italians,  the  marquis 
d'Ancre  and  his  wife.  Thefe  had  fo  vail  an  influence 
over  her  weak  mind,  that,  according  to  the  abfurd  fu- 
perftition  of  that  time,  it  was  looked  on  to  be  the  effe(5t 
of  enchantment ;  and  the  marchionefs  was  afterwards 
tried  and  burned  for  witchcraft.  James  was  extremely 
jealous  of  the  conne\^ion  between  the  crowns  of  France 
and  Spain,  and  for  this  reafon  abetted  the  mal-contents. 
Gn  the  queen-mother's  putting  the  prince  of  Conde  un- 
der arrell,  Hays  demanded  the  reafon  of  the  imprifon- 
nient  ;  a  pacification  having  been  brought  about  by  the 
mediation  of  his  matter.  On  receiving  no  fatisfadory 
anfwer  he  returned  to  England. 

Sunday  was  kept  by  all  the  fe(5laries  with  a  vene- 
ration that  admitted  of  no  kind  of  public  amufcment* 
James,  to  fliew  a  thorough  contempt  for  fuch  opinions, 
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licenfed  the  ufe  of  all  fports  on  that  day.    A  liberty  like  Ann.  1617. 
this  was  quite  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  that  time,  and 
as   difagreeable  to  many  of  the  moderate  church-party 
as   to   the  fedaries ;  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  op- 
pofed  it  fo  flrongly  as  to  forbid  the  king's  order  for  that 
purpofe  to   be  read  in   the  church  at  Croydon.      James 
winked  at  this  affront,  but  revenged  it  on  the  miniflers 
in  lower  offices,  who  were  feverely  treated  by  the  high- 
commiffion  court  for  the  like  refufal. 

The  difcord  between  the  republican  party  in  Holland,  Affairs  of 
and  that  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  ran  very  high.     Bar-  "°"'"'^' 
nevelt,  the  pcnfionary,  was  at  the  head  of  the  former, 
and  was    fupported    by  mofl  of  the  men  of  property ; 
the  prince  of  Orange  by  the  lower  fort.     He  did  not  find 
it  difficult  to  perfuade  a  contemptible  canaille  that  Bar- 
nevelt  had  entered   into  meafures   to  betray  the  country 
to  Spain ;  then,  taking  advantage  of  a  jealoufy  infpired 
by  his  fuggeftions,  having  the  command  of  the  army, 
he  marched  into  Utrecht,  feized  Barnevelt  and  Grotius, 
and  fent  them  to  prifon  ;   turned  all  the  magiftrates  that 
were  of  the  contrary  fadtion  out  of  their  offices,  filled 
up  their  places  with   the   chiefs  of  his  own  party ;  and 
having  thus  fecured  votes,  by  the  authority  of  the  States 
General  he  ere(5led  an  illegal  court  *,  which  condemned 
Grotius  to  perpetual  imprifonment,  and  executed  Barne- 
velt f .     Thus  early  did  an  indifcreet  confidence  threaten. 

This  court  had  no,  legal  jnrifdidion  over  the  United  States;  every 
province  being  a  fovereignty  within  itfelf. 

-f  This  great  man  at  his  condemnation  and  execution  behaved  with 
an  undaunted  fpirit.     On  hearing  his  fentence  pronounced,    which 
was  lols  of  life  and  confifcation  of  goods,  he  made  the  followi>}g  re- 
mark« 
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Am  1617.  the  freedom  of  this  infant  flate ;  and  thus  early  were  its 
patriots  lacrificed  to  the  ambitious  views  of  the  Orange 
familv. 
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mark  :  *'  I  have  fcrved  the  Generality  thirty-three  years  as  advocate  of 
lloilanJ,  ana  the  town  of  Rotterdam  ten  years  before,  as  penlionary, 
and  for  my  fidelity  and  diligence  deferved  better  recompence.  If  you 
will  have  my  blood,  yet  methinks  you  may  fpare  my  goods,  without 
ruining,  for  my  fake^  my  wife  and  children."  At  this  time,  and  at 
the  moment  of  his  execution,  he  difplayed  the  fame  high  mind  that 
had  ever  marked  his  character :  he  prepared  himfelf  for  the  block  in 
-a  manner,  and  with  a  precipitation  that  Ihewed  an  indignant  hafte  to 
lofe  with  life  the  memory  of  his  ungrateful  country.  The  following 
is  a  character  of  him  drawn  by  a  creature  and  fervant  of  king  James's, 
Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  who  had  tranfaded  the  Englifti  affairs  in  Hol- 
land for  the  fpace  of  fome  years  :  "  1  know  Barnevelt  well  (writes  he) 
and  know  that  he  hath  great  powers  and  abilities  j  and  malice  itfelf 
muft  confefs,  that  never  man  hath  done  more  faithful  and  powerful 
iervice  to  his  country  than  he."  Letters  from  and  to  Sir  Dudley  Carletofi, 
p.  193, 

Moreri  gives  the  following  account  and  chara(fter  of  this  patriot  : 
"  Barneveldt,  fe  rendit  celebre  par  fon  habilite  dans  les  negociauons 
et  paries  grands  fcrvices  qu'il  rendit  a  fa  republique,  a  retabliflement 
de  la  quelle  il  avoit  beaucoup  contribuc.     Henry  IV.  roy  de  France, 
Elifabeth  reine  d'Angleterre,  et  prefque  toutes  les  autres  puiffances 
de  I'Europe,  failbient  un  extreme  cas  de  ce  grand  homme,  qui  avoit 
paiTe  par  les  ambaflades  les  plus  celebres,  et  paries  charges  les  plus 
importantes.     Ayant  etc  envoye  en  cjualite  d'ambafladeur  aupres  de 
Henry  IV.  il   detourna  ce  prince  de  faire  la  paix  avec  les  Efpagnols 
en  1598.     On  lui  donna  la  gloire  d'avoir  degage  les  places  de  la  Brille, 
cie  Fleflingue  et  de  Rammekens  dcs  mains  des  Anglois,  ce  qui  fut 
un  coup  tres  avantageux  pour  eviter  les  effets  de  la  haine  et  de  la  ja- 
loufie  de  fes  ennemis,  et  furtout  du  prince  d'Orange  et  de  fes  parti- 
fans.     II  quitta  fa  charge  en  1 608  mais  ayant  etc  rappelle  par  tous  les 
Etats  d'Hollande,    il  tranquillila  les  afiaires,    adoucit  les   efprits,  et 
les  ramena  tous  a  un  meme  fentiment.     En  1609  il  avoit  forte  men  t 
•confeille  la  treve  qui  fe  conclut  pour  douzc  ans,  entre  I'archiduc  et  les 
Etats  i.  et  depuis  il  empecha  par  fes  foins  que  ces  derniers  ne  prififenc 
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These  2idis  of    violence   extorted  a  confent  for  the  Am.  1617. 
meeting  of  a  general  fynod  to  fettle  the  former  religious  ^on^  °* 
difputes.     All  the  reformed  churches  fent  their  deputies 
to  this  aifembly.     James,  who  had  adled  as  a  party  in 
the  whole   affair,  fent  his  alfo  *      The  upfliot  of  tlie 

part  dans  les  troubles  de  Bohcme.  Maurice,  prince  d'Orange,  qui  ibu-" 
haitoit  que  les  Provinces  Unies  continuaflent  la  guerre  par  ce  quelle 
fervoit  a  la  fortune,  en  con^ut  du  chagrin  contre  Barneveldt,  et  le  fie 
cclater  au  fujet  d'Arminius  et  de  Gomar  miniftres  proteilans,  qui 
avoient  dcs  fentimens  differens  flir  la  predeftination.  Arminius  fe  mic 
a  la  tete  de  ceux  qu'on  nomma  Remontrans,  &  Gomar  fut  le  chef  des 
Contre-remontrans.  Ces  deux  partis  troublerent  la  tranquility  des 
Provinces  Unies.  Barneveldt  fe  declara  pour  les  premiers,  qui  ne  de- 
mandoient  que  d'etre  tolleres,  et  le  prince  d*Orange  fut  pour  les  au- 
tres, qui  ne  les  vouloient  pas  fouffrir.  Le  prince  fe  trouvant  le  plus 
fort  fit  tenir  en  1618  et  1619  le  fynode  de  Dordrecht,  ou  les  Armi- 
niens  furent  condamnez.  Barneveldt  ayant  ete  pris  eut  la  tete  tran- 
chee  a  Tage  de  72  ans,  fous  pretexte  d'avoir  voulu  livrer  le  pays  aux 
Efpagnols,  quoi  qu'il  le  niat  conftamment,  et  qu'en  effet  on  n'en  eut 
trouve  aucune  preuve  dans  fes  papiers.  Son  crime  etoit  d'avoir  re- 
fufc  d'entrer  dans  le  complot,  a  la  faveur  du  quel  le  prince  Maurice 
vouloit  a  ce  qu'on  dit  fe  rendre  m.aitre  des  Pays  Bas,  et  d'avoir  defcndu 
la  libertc  de  fa  patric  avec  trop  de  zele.  II  fut  execute  le  13  jour  dc 
May,  1 61 9."     Moreri,  vol.11,  p.  78. 

Thuanus  gives  the  following  teftimony  of  him :  "  Que  c'etoit  un 
homme  tres  accredite  par  les  charges  qu'il  avoit  remplies,  et  par  fa 
grande  experience  dans  les  affaires."  Thiafms,  edit,  de  la  Hj?ye,  i''4C^ 
p.  214. 

*  The  following  is  a  letter  from  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  refident  at  the 
Hague,  to  fecretary  Nounton. 

"  Right  Honourable, 
**  Your  honour's  letters  of  the  lafl  of  Auguft  came  to  my  hands 
by  this  bearer,  William  Dieflon,  the  fourth  of  this  prefenr,  very  op- 
portunely to  fatisfy  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  fuch  of  the  States  as 
relied  with  great  and  earned  defire  to  know  how  his  majefty  undei^ 
ilood  the  apprehenfion  of  Barnevelt,  with  the  reft  of  th'^.ir  proceeds 

ing? ; 


I 


I  23 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


Ann.  1617.  bufincfs  was  a  condemnation  of  the  Arminian  tenets  5 
Vorftius  was  deprived  of  the  profeUor^s  chair,  and  fen- 
tenced   to   perpetual    banifliment  *.      George    Carleton, 

Ings;  wherein  though  they  wanted  befofe  no  comfort  and  encourage- 
ment I  could  give  them  in  private,  yet  I  thought  it  no:  fit,  in  pre- 
sence of  their  public  deputies,  to  prejudge  what  fhoulu  :j;ne  from 
his  majefty. 

"  To  the  fame  deputies  (who,  upon  my  defire  to  fpeak  with  tiiem, 
-came  unto  me  by  order  of  the  States)  I  deliv?red  of  the  fame  day 
of  the  receipt  of  your  honour's  letters,  what  I  had  in  commandment 
froni  his  majefty  in  approbation  of  their  do'  .^  ,  ;  and  did  let  fall  unto 
tliem,  by  way  of  difcourfe,  upon  'Aiuit  point  m  particular  his  majefty, 
having  yet  feen  no  more  than  their  ftiort  declaration  which  was  pub- 
liftied  in  print,  did  ground  his  judgment ;  in  that  it  was  apparent  to 
his  fnajefty,  by  that  which  was  prcfented  to  his  own  view  in  the  de- 
jnand  of  aftiftance  to  the  national  fynod,  the  Stares  requiring  one  thing 
and  Barnevelt  another,  quite  oppofite  to  their  defign,  that  he  ran  a 
courfe  by  himfelf,  contrary  to  the  public  fervice  ;  whereupon  they, 
confefling  to  have  the  like  advertifements  from  Paris  and  Heyucibur'^h, 
laid  hold  immediately,  as  a  fit  crime  to  charge  him  with,  amonglt 
others  of  like  nature. 

"  I  took  the  liberty  hereupon  to  tell  them,  that  though  Barnevelt 
had  continued  in  his  wonted  ftate  and  authority,  yet  I  had  charge 
from  his  majefty  to  have  let  him  know  how  ftrange  his  majefty  found 
this  manner  of  proceeding  in  a  man  of  his  place  ;  that  thereby  it 
might  appear  unto  them  his  majefty  did  not  fway  with  the  time, 
but  that  he  faw  and  condemned  his  fault,  even  in  the  heighth  of  his 
fortune. 

"  To  the  prince  of  Orange  I  ufed  the  fame  day  the  like  difcourfe^ 
and  added  further  thefe  encouragements,  which  he  might  well  take 
out  of  the  conftancy  of  his  majefty*s  favour,  and  the  prefent  condition 
of  aftairs  ;  in  both  which  he  refts  fo  well  fatislied,  that  by  the  help  ©f 
the  one  he  hopes,  in  ftiort  time,  to  give  perfection  to  the  other."  Let- 
ters from  and  to  Sir  Dudley  Cork  ton,  p.  240. 

•  This  fentence  was  pafTcd  upon  him  without  his  having  been  per- 

tnittcd  to  fpeak  for  himfelf.     Sir  Dudley  Carleton  writes  thus  of  this 

tranfadion :  "  I  find  there  is  a  refolution  taken  by  the  States  not  to 
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bifliop  of  LandafF,  protefted   againft  the  article  in  the  Ann.  16,7. 
Belgic  creed  that  afliimed  an  equality  in  all  the  miniflers 

cite  Vorftius  to  the  fynod,  becaufe  they  much  apprehend  his  entertain- 
ing that  aft-embly  with  artificial  interpretations  and  delays,  and  in  the 
end  deluding  them  with  a  counterfeit  fubmimon.  But  order  is  taken 
tor  the  cenfuring  his  books  in  the  fynod,  with  intention  afterwards 
(as  they  pretend)  to  proceed  with  his  perfon  by  way  of  exile  •  for 
which  I  cannot  undertake  any  thing,  though  it  wants  not  my'  befl: 
endeavours  fince  Mathenefle  (who  was  one  of  his  protedors)  had 
the  boldnefs  to  fay,  when  this  mauer  was  laft  in  qucftion  wiih  the 
States  of  Holland,  that  it  was  tyranny  fo  to  proceed  with  him  »  Carle 
ton's  Letters,  p.  358. 

The  Englifti  deputies  at  the  fynod  of  Dort  were  zealous  promoters 
of  the  profcription  of  Vorftius :  The  prefident  of  the  fynod  having 
aftced  them,  "  Whether  they  approved  that  Vorftius  Ihould  be  cited 
to  appear  in  the  aflembly  ?  and  what  the  king  of  England's  pleafure 
was  in  that  point  ?"  they   anfwered,  "  That  they  muft  confult  his 
ambaflador,  and  that  they  thought  it  would  look  very  ill  to  condemn 
a  man  without  hearing  him."     They  added,  "  That  to  avoid  delays, 
Vorftius  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  defend  himfelf,  or  explain  his 
blafphemous  propofitions ;  and  that  he  ought  not  to  be  anfwered  any 
otherwife  than  by  Yes  or  No,  nor  afked  any  queftion   but  whether 
he  was  ready  to  abjure."     Afterwards,  when  the  opinions  were  alked 
concerning  the  fentence  to  be  pafled  upon  Vorftius,  they  declared  him 
unworthy  of  the  name  and  office  of  an  orthodox  profeflbr,  defired  that 
his  book  de  Deo  fliould  be  burnt,    and  read  the  decree  which  con- 
demned that  work  to  the  flames  in  England.     Bayle's  Dia.  1728    vol 
V.  p.  514. 

Moreri  writes  thus  on  this  condemnation  :  «  Au  reftc  Its  Remon 
trans  fe  pleingnirent  hautement  du  Synode,  et  publierent  qu'on  avoit 
procede  contr'eux  d'une  maniere  contraire  a  I'equite;  que  Ton  n 'avoir 
admis  au  fynode  qu'un  petit  nombre  des  leurs  ;  qu'on  avoit  refufe  les 
plus  cclairez  de  leur  parti;  qu'on  ne  les  avoit  jamais  oui  en  corps, 
mais  un  a  un  comme  des  criminels,  dont  la  fentence  etoit  deja  por- 
tee ;  qu'etant  venus  a  Dordrecht  fous  le  fauf-conduit  qu'on  leur  avoit 
donnee,  ils  avoient  etc  mis  aux  arrets  pendant  7  mois  entiers,  contre 
toutc  parole  donnee,  dfe  forte  que  le  fils  ne  pouvoit  pas  voir  le  pere, 
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Ann;  1617.  of  God  :  but,  howcvcr,  James's  influence,  from  the  bufy 
part  he  had  aded  in  the  difputc,  was  fo  great  that  his 
deputies,  who  were  all  of  them  dignitaries,  were  com- 
plimented with  a  prefent  of  two  hundred  pounds  a-piece, 
a  golden  medal,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  the  excel- 
lency of  the  conftitution  of  the  church  of  England, 
with  a  regret  that  the  conveniency  of  their  own  flatc 
did  not  admit  of  the  fame  fyftem  of  fubordination  *. 

An  event  now  offers,  which,  with  all  its  variety  of 
circumflances,  cxpofes  to  the  reader  a  fubje^l  for  con- 
tempt, averfion,  pity,  and  applaufe.  The  univerfal  ge- 
nius of  the  admired  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  found,  from 
his  misfortunes,  an  opportunity  to  enlarge  itfelf  in  the 
compleat  review  of  pad  and  diftant  time :  under  the  op- 
preffive  circumftance  of  a  prifon,  he  had  undertaken  and 
executed  the  laborious  plan  of  an  univerfal  hiftor)'.  But, 
great  as  were  his  abilities,  great  as  were  their  improve- 
ments, he  had  not  yet  attained  to  that  exquifite  judg- 
ment that  diftinguifhes  what  is   truly  defireable  from 

ou  la  foeur  s'entretenir  avec  fon  frere  •,  que  le  prefident  Bogerman 
leur  ennemi,  declare  avoit  difpofe  les  chofes  uniquement  pour  les 
opprimer  -,  que  les  fecretaires  du  fynode  avoient  ete  choifis  parmi  les 
adverfaires  des  Remontrans ;  que  Heinfius  les  haiflbu.  Mais  ils  fe  re- 
crierent  fur  tout,  fur  ce  que  la  fentence  portce  contr'eux  les  condam- 
noit  a  etre  privez  de  toutes  les  fondions  eclefiaftiques  et  academiques-, 
et  que  quelques  uns  d'eux  avoient  meme  ete  exilez.  Moreri,  xviii. 
ed.Jmft.  vol.111,  p.  129. 

A  letter  from  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  to  Mr.  John  Hales  fhews  that 
thefe  complaints  of  the  Remonftrants  were  juftly  founded.  CarletorCs 
Letters,  p.  321,  ^  feq. 

*  This  compliment  was  extraordinary,  as  it  was  oppofite  to  the  late 
confirmed  article  of  their  belief. 

what 


what  is  vulgarly  eileemed  fo ;  unfatisfied  with  cafe,  un-  Ann.  1617: 
fatisfied  with  fame,  he  flill  affcdled  courts  and  their  dis- 
graceful dependencies.  Though  ufed  with  a  barbarous 
indignity  by  his  fovereign,  he  feized  on  every  opportu- 
nity to  offer  his  fervices.  Much  ufeful  and  ingenious  ad- 
vice he  had  given  on  many  occafions,  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  forming  the  mind  of  prince  Henry ;  a  ficknefs 
of  the  queen's  too  procured  him  the  means  of  ingra- 
tiating himfelf,  by  undertaking  the  reftoration  of  her 
health,  from  the  power  of  medicines  of  his  own  com- 
pofing,  the  refult  of  an  unlimited  knowledge.  Thefe 
little  arts,  and  the  general  applaufe  of  the  nation,  forced 
from  James  a  further  mitigation  of  his  unjuft  treat- 
ment :  The  enjoyment  of  his  lands  was  reftored  to 
him,  and  fome  indulgencies  as  to  liberty.  The  confi- 
derable  eftate  of  Sherburn  had  been  fecured  to  his  fa- 
mily by  a  former  conveyance  which  Raleigh  had  made 
to  his  fon :  the  omiflion  of  a  word  in  the  deed   of  con-  JV,/ „''  ,°f , 

SrW.Ralcigh 

veyance  made  a  flaw  in  young  Raleigh's  title ;   this  flaw  V  ^^-  J^'^ch, 
reverted  the  forfeited  lands  to  the  crown;  the  rapacious 
Somerfet  was  informed  of  it,  and  begged  it  for  himfelf. 
Raleigh's  wife  petitioned  James  on  the  occafion  :  the  an-  yi^w^r., 
fwcr  that  he  returned  was,  "  I  mun  ha  the  lands,  I  mun 
ha  the  lands  for  Car  *." 

*  On  this  occafion  SomciTet  was  addrcfied  in  the  following  pathetld 
flrain  by  Sir  Walter  Raleio-h. 

"  And  for  you,  Sir,  feeing  your  fair  day  is  but  in  the  dawn,  mine 
drawn  to  the  fetting,  your  own  virtues  and  the  king's  grace  afiuring  of 
many  fortunes,  and  much  honour  \  I  befcech  you  begin  not  your  nrfl' 
building  upon  the  ruins  of  the  innocent,  and  let  not  mine  and  their 
forrows  attend  your  firfl  plantation.  I  Jiave  ever  been  bound  to  your 
nation,  as  well  for  many  other  graces  as  for  the  true  report  of  mf 
trial  to  the  king's  majefly  ;  againil  whom  Iiad  I  been  malignant,  the 
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The  late  coolnefs  between  the  courts  of  England  and 
Spain  had  produced  an  opportunity  for  Raleigh,  who 
now  enjoyed  full  liberty,  to  offer  a  proje<5t  that  pro- 
mifed  a  recruit  to  his  broken  fortunes  j  and  flattered  the 
infatiable  avarice  of  the  king.  He  liad  formerly  made 
a  voyage  to  Guiana,  and,  from  his  experience  of  the 
country',  had  entertained  a  belief  that  its  bowels  con- 
tained inexhauftible  riches.  He  had  actually  marked 
particular  parts  of  the  territory,  in  which  he  fancied 
were  mines  of  gold.  The  plan  of  an  expedition  that 
promifed  mountains  of  wealth  was  received  with  eager- 
nefs  by  James,  though  at  the  fame  time  he  alTured  Sar- 
miento,  the  Spanifh  ambaflador,  that  Raleigh  fhould  be 
bound  up  by  his  commiflion  from  all  hoftilities  towards 
the  fubjeds  of  Spain,  and  that  if  any  were  committed 

hearing  of  my  caufe  would  not  have  changed  enemies  into  friends, 
malice  into  companion,  and  the  minds  of  the  greateft  number  then 
prcfent  into  the  commiferation  of  mine  eftate.  It  is  not  the  nature 
of  foui  treafon  to  beget  fuch  fair  pafllons  ;  neither  could  it  agree 
with  the  duty  and  love  of  faithful  fubjeds  (efpecially  of  your  nation) 
to  bewail  his  overthrow  that  had  confpired  againft  their  moft  natural 
and  liberal  lord.  I  therefore  truft,  that  you  will  not  be  the  firft  that 
fhall  kill  us  outright,  cut  down  the  tree  with  the  fruit,  and  undergo 
the  curfe  of  them  that  enter  the  fields  of  the  fatherlefs  ;  which,  if  it 
pleafe  you  to  know  the  truth,  is  far  lefs  in  value  than  in  fame  ;  But 
that  fo  worthy  a  gendeman  as  yourfelf  will  rather  bind  us  to  you 
(being  fix  gentlemen,  not  bafe  in  birth  and  alliance)  which  have  in- 
tereft  therein  ;  and  myfelf,  with  my  uttermoft  thankfubefs,  will  remain 
ready  to  obey  your  commandments."     Cabala^  P-  356. 

James  had  been  at  length  prevailed  on  to  give  to  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh's wife  and  fon  eight  thoufand  pounds  for  this  eftate  of  Sherburn. 
This  eight  thoufand  pounds  he  calls  in  his  declaration  a  competent  fa- 
tisfaaion  for  aU  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  eftates.  Raleigh's  Life  by  Dr. 
Bircby  p.  64. 
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he  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  refcntmcnt  of  his  ca-  Ann. 
tholic  majeRy.  The  commiffion  was  made  out  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  Aiiguft:  It  contained  no  caution  againfl 
attacking  the  Spaniards,  and  it  would  have  been  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  that  the  defign  could  be  accomplifhed  without 
meeting  with  an  oppofition  that  would  neceffitate  the  in- 
frijigement  of  fuch  a  reflraint. 


Raleigh  fet  fail  on  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft,  1618.  Raidgh'. Life 
His  fleet  confifted  of  fourteen  fhips,  all  fitted  out  by  pri-  ^y^^^^^^^- 
vate  perfons  *.     After  a  tedious  voyage  the  adventurers 
reached  the  coafl  of  Guiana ;  they  had  experienced  the 
diftrelTes  of  florms,  ficknefs,  and  want  of  water.     New 
obftacles  now  oppofed  the  acquifition  of  the  golden  fleece : 
The  river  Oroonoko  was  found  too  fhallow  for  the  large 
fliips  to  fail  up ;  a  divifion  of  the  force  was  unavoida- 
ble; the  fmaller  veiTels,  with  a  detachment  of  three  hun- 
dred men,  were  fent  in  queft  of  the  mine,  whilft  the 
chief  commander,   Raleigh,   flaid  behind  with  the  larger 
ones,  to  receive,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,   the  Spanifh  gal- 
leons, which  were  daily  expeded.     The  detachment  was 
commanded  by  his  fon,  and  the  pilottage  was  entrufled 
to  his  old  friend  Keymis,  who  had  fome  knowledge  of 
the  coaft.      On  their  landing   at   the   appointed   place, 
they  were  brifkly  attacked  by   the   foldiers  of  a  garri-' 
foned  town  newly  built  by  the  Spaniards ;  they  repulfed 
the  enemy,  took,  plundered,  and  burnt  their  town ;  but 
not  without  the  lofs  of  many  of  their  men,  and  their 

*  In  this  venture  Raleigh  hazarded  the  wrecks  of  his  broken  for- 
tune, befidesan  eftate  which  his  wife  had  complaifantly  given  up  to 
him  for  this  purpofc.     Rakigh's  Ufe  by  Dr.  Birch,  p.  72. 
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captain  the  young  Raleigh.     Among  the  plunder  were 
found    papers    that    contained    the    whole    of    Raleigh's 
fcheme :   they  had   hcen  fent  to  Spain  by  Sarmiento,   to 
whom  James  had  had  the  weaknefs   to  communicate  it. 
The  knowledge  of  this  particular  fo  enraged  the  foldiers," 
that,  rcfuiing  to  be  condu(5ted  farther  by  Keymis,  they 
returned  to  the  place  where  lay  their  commander,  with- 
out having  attempted  any  mine.      Raleigh,  before  the 
arrival  of  his   forces,  had  heard  the  news  of  his  accu- 
mulated  misfortunes  ;   misfortunes   no  lefs  fevere  than, 
the  death  of  his  foa,  the  blaft  of  his  hopes,  and  the 
danger  of  his  life  from  the  violence  committed  on  the 
Spanifli  town.      In  vain   did  Keymis   attempt  an  excufe 
for  the   fatal  mifadventure  :  Raleigh's  chagrin  was  too 
gi'eat  to  allow  any :  Keymis,  in  defpair,  put  an  end  to 
liis   life  ;  and  this  encreafed  the  perplexity  of  the  un- 
happy adventurer,  who  loft  in  Keymis   an  evidence  to 
juftify  the  integrity  of  his  condu(5t.     A  mutiny  amongft 
the  crew  fucceeded  thefe  diforders  :   Some  were  for  re- 
turning to  England,  fome  againft  it.      The  imfortunate 
Raleigh  was  of  the  former  opinion ;   and  combating  the 
other,   prevailed  fo  far  as  to  bring  his  remaining  force 
home.      James  was  foon  made  acquainted  with  all   the 
circumflanccs  of  the  mifcarriage ;  and  the  artful  Sarmi- 
ento  did   not  fail   to  work  upon  his  difappointment  by 
reprefenting,  in  lively  colours,  a  war  between  the  two 
nations,    and  an    eternal    breach  of    the  marriage-con- 
tract.     Inflamed  and    frightened  by   thefe   infmuations, 
James  ifRied  out  a  proclamation  declaring  an  abhorrence 
of  what  had  been  tranfadled,  and  condemned  tlie  caufe  un- 
heard.   Notwithftanding  the  proclamation,  Raleigh  landed 
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at  Plymouth;  and,  after  having  furrendered  himfelf,  wrote  Ann.  1C17, 
a  pathetic   letter  to  James,  in  which  he  ftated  the  cafe 
in  a  clear  and  juft  light  *.      But  James  was  not  to   be     • 

*  The  following  is  Raleigh's  letter  to  James  on  this  occafion. 

*'  May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  majefty ; 

"  If  in  my  journey  outward-bound  I  had  my  men  murdered  at  the 
ifland,  and  yet  Ipared  to  ftke  revenge  •,  if  I  did  dilcharge  fome  Spa- 
nifli barks  taken,  without  fpoil ;  if  I  did  forbear  all  parts  of  the  Spa- 
nifli Indies,  wherein  1  might  have  taken  twenty  of  their  towns  on  the 
fea-coafl:s,  and  did  only  follow  the  enterprize  I  undertook  for  Guiana, 
where,  without  any  diredions  from  me,  a  Spanifli  village  was  burnt, 
which  was  new  fet  up  within  three  miles  of  the  mine  -,  by  your  ma- 
jefliy's  favour,  I  find  no  reafon  why  the  Spanifli  ambaflTador  fliould  com- 
plain of  me. 

"  If  it  were  lawful  for  the  Spaniards  to  murder  twenty-fix  Englifli- 
men,  tying  them  back  to  back,  and  then  cutting  their  throats,  when 
they  had  treated  with  them  a  whole  month,  and  come  to  them  on  the 
land  without  fo  much  as  one  fword  ;  and  it  may  not  be  lawful  for 
your  majefliy's  fubjedls,  being  charged  firfl:  by  them,  to  repel  force  by 
force  i  we  may  juftly  fay,  O  miferable  Englifli ! 

"  If  Parker  and  Mecham  took  Campechie  and  other  places  in 
Honduras,  feated  in  the  heart  of  the  Spanifli  Indies,  burnt  towns, 
and  killed  the  Spaniards,  and  had  nothing  faid  to  them  at  their  re- 
turn i  and  myfclf,  who  forbore  to  look  into  the  Indies,  becaufe  I 
would  not  oflfend,  mufl:  be  accufcd ;  I  may  as  juftly  fay,  O  miferable 
Raleigh! 

«  If  I  have  fpent  my  poor  eftate,  loft  my  fon,  fufFered  by  ficknefs, 
and  otherways  a  world  of  hardfliips ;  if  I  have  refifl:ed,  with  manifeil 
hazard  of  my  life,  the  robberies  and  fpoils  with  which  my  companions 
would  have  made  me  rich  j  if,  when  I  was  poor,  I  could  have  made 
myielf  rich  ;  if,  when  I  had  gotten  my  liberty  (which  all  men  and  na- 
ture itfelf  do  much  prize)  I  voluntarily  loft  it ;  if,  when  I  was  fure 
of  my  life,  I  rendered  it  again  ;  if  I  might  elfewhere  have  fold  jny 
fliip  and  goods,  and  put  five  or  fix  thoufand  pounds  in  my  purfe,  and 
yet  brought  her  into  England ;  I  befeech  your  majefty  to  believe,  that 
9,]\  this  I  have  done,   becaufe  it  fliould  not  be  faid  that  your  majefty 

had 


JT.j 


128 

Ann.  iSi:*. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

mmtd  by  confiderations  of  juftice  or  compallion  ;  the 
fear  of  a  nipture  with  Spain  was  his  only  aifluating 
principle ;  and  that  power  thought  it  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  get  fo  material  a  point  adjudged  in  its 
favour. 

The  death  of  Raleigh  was  to  be  the  cement  of 
fi;iendlliip  between  the  two  courts*  how  to  compafs  it 
with  the  appearance  of  legality  was  the  only  remaining 
queftion.  It  is  thought  that  Sarmiento  was  the  perfon 
who  inftigated  the  cutting  him  off  upon  his  former 
feiitence,  although  the  kind  of  underftanding  which 
James  pofTefTed  might  have  furnilhed  him  with  fuch 
an  invention.  Raleigh  had  a^ually,  before  he  fet  out 
on  his  expedition,  an  offer  of  the  procurement  of  a  par- 
don for  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds;  but  Bacon* 
had  difluaded  him  from  this  falutary  meafure,  by  re- 
peated afliirances  that  the  power  given  him  by  his  com- 
miffion  would  be  conftrued,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a 

had  mvcn  liberty  and  truft  to  a  man  whofe  end  was  but  the  recovery 
of  hfs  liberty,  and  who  had  betrayed  your  majefty's  truft. 

"  My  mutineers  told  me,  that  if  I  returned  for  England  I  fhould 
be  undone  •,  but  I  believed  in  your  majefty's  goodnefs  more  than  in 
all  their  arguments.  Sure  I  am  the  firft,  that  being  free  and  able  to 
enrich  myfelf,  yet  hath  embraced  poverty  and  peril  •,  and  as  fure  I 
am  that  my  example  fhall  make  me  the  laft.  But  your  majefty's  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  I  have  made  my  judges-,  who  have  ever  been,  and 

ihall  ever  be. 

Your  majefty's  moft  humble  vaflal, 

Walter  Raleigh." 

•  Bacon  in  a  letter  to  James  urges  the  taking  him  off  upon  his  fen- 
tcnce  for  treafon,  as  the  only  judicial  way  of  proceeding  againft  him. 
Original  Letters,  ^c,  ly  Br.  Birch,  p.  182,  183. 

I  ,  fufEcient 
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fufficient  one.     His  prefent  fituation  grew  fo  interefling  Ann. 
and  menacing,  that  he  at  length  gave  way  to  the  re- 
peated inftances  of  his  friends,  and  attempted  his  efcape- 
but  liis  heart  failing  him,  even  after  he  had  got  into 
the  boat  that  was  to  convey  him  to  a  bark  fecured  for 
the  purpofe,  he  re-furrendercd  himfclf.     'Then,  after  a 
convidlion  that  his  fate  was  already  determined,'  in  a  fit 
of  defpair  he  applied  to  one  Manourie,  a  quack,  to  affifl 
him  in  a  fecond  attempt :  In  order  to  effea  it,  Manourie 
gave  him  drugs  that  flung  out  upon  the  whole  furface 
of  his  body  innumerable  blotches  and  boils  ;  and  Ra- 
leigli,  to  forward  the  fuccefs  of  the  plan,  condefcended 
to  many  unmanly  meannelTes.      They  fo  far  prevailed, 
tliat,  on  account  of  his  apparent  ill  ftate  of  health,  he 
was  fuffcred  to  repair  to  his  own  houfe  ;  but  Manourie 
betrayed  the  fccret  to  Stuekly,  his  inveterate  keeper,  who, 
though  a  near  relation,  had  been  fent  down  to  Plymouth 
by  the  court  for  the  double  purpofe  of  inveigling  him 
to  land,  and  to  guard  liini  afterwards.      Stuekly,  in  con- 
fequencc  of  private  orders,  feemed  to  encourage  the  de- 
fig\\  and  received  a  confiderable  fum  from  Raleigh  to 
forward  it.      The  French  ambafiador  alfo  offered'' him 
the  protedion  of  his  mailer,  and  a  veffcl   to  carry  him 
to  France ;   thcfe  tranfac^ions  were  fuffered  bv  Steukly, 
and  betrayed  :  the  treacherous  diffimulation  was  carried 
fo  far,  that  he  accompanied  Raleigh  into  a  boat,  which 
was    immediately   befet   by   the   officers    of   the   court. 
Steukly  had  the  hardened  affurance  to  own  the  deceit', 
and  carried  his  kinfman  a  prifoner  to  the  Tower  'K     Tlie 

*  This  infamous  wretch  was  taken  in  the  fa^  of  clipplncr  the  very 
com  lie  had  received  as  a  reward  for  his  perfidioufneis.  He  was  con- 
demned to  be  hanged  for  the  offence,  and  was  driven  to  the  ftrei-ht 
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bufincfs  of  the  council  was  to  render  Kaleigh's  tranfac- 
tions  odious  to  the  people;  they  particularly  enlarged 
on  the  intention  of  making  an  efcape  to  France.  The 
declaration  James  publiflied  on  this  head  begins  thus  : 
«  That  kings  are  not  bound  to  give  account  of  their  ac- 
tions to  any  but  to  God  ;  however,  he  declares,  that  he 
is  willing  to  reprefent  his  proceedings  in  this  cafe  to  the 
world.  It  then  urges  feveral  charges  againft  Sir  Walta: 
Raleigh ;  among  others,  that  the  mine  of  Guiana  was 
a  meer  fidlion ;  that  Raleigh's  original  and  only  defign 
was  to  plunder  the  Spanilh  fettlements,  and  to  furprizc 
their  fleets  ;  that  he  had  formed  a  cruel  purpofe  to  leave 
the  land-foldiers  on  (hore  at  Guiana ;  that,  after  the  de- 
feat of  his  defigns,  he  had  no  intention  to  return  home, 
but  to  go  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  or  to  fettle  at  Newfound- 
land ;  that,  after  his  arrival  in  England,  he  contrived 
feveral  ilratagems  to  efcape.  The  king  affirms  in  this 
declaration,  that  he,  in  his  own  princely  judgment,  gave 
no  belief  to  Sir  Walter's  aflertions,  that  he  had  feen  and 
tried  the  gold  ore  of  the  mine  of  Guiana,  as  being 
pcrfuaded  that  in  nature  there  were  no  fuch  mines  of 
gold  entire,  or  that  the  Spaniards,  fo  induflrious  in  the 
chacc  of  treafure,  would  not  have  negledcd  it  fo 
long  *."      Raleigh  compofed  an  unanfwerable  apology 

of  fdling  to  his  fhirt  to  purdiafe  a  pardon.  He  withdrew  himfelf 
from  the  odium  of  mankind  to  the  iQand  of  Lundy  in  the  Severn, 
where  he  died  mad,  in  lefs  than  two  years  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.'s 
execution.     Sir  fFaiter  Raleigh's  Life  by  Br.  Birch,  p.  87. 

*  This  is  an  extraordinary  acknowledgment  of  Jameses  :  The  al- 
lowing a  fubjed  to  go  out  on  a  defign  which  he  ftrongly  fufpcdcd  to  be 
an  illegal  one,  and  when  the  penalty  of  the  crime  was  to  be  lofs  of 
life.    But  though  James  affirms  that  he  gave  no  credit  to  the  reality 
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for  his  condud,  but  was  reduced  to  beg,  though  in  ^an-  »6i8. 
vain,  the  interceffion  of  the  favourite.  On  the  eighteenth 
of  O^lober,  and  in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  he 
was  taken  out  of  his  bed,  though  in  a  fit  of  an  ague, 
and  brought  to  the  King's-Bench.  He  attempted  to 
make  a  defence,  by  explaining  the  juflnefs  of  his  con- 
duvH:  in  the  expedition ;  but  was  interrupted  by  the 
court,  who  told  him,  that  the  matter  of  the  voyage  had 
nothing  to  do  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  that  treafon  could 
not  be  pardoned  by  implication.  After  fentcncc  was 
pronounced,  he  addreffcd  the  court  in  very  pathetic 
terms  for  a  refpite  of  execution  for  a  few  days,  that  he 
might  fettle  his  private  affairs,  and  vindicate  his  reputa- 
tion. An  order  was  produced,  ready  figned  by  James, 
though  at  that  time  in  Hertfordfhire,  for  his  execution 
the  next  morning.  Barbarous  as  was  this  hafle,  it  had 
no  effect  on  the  prefent  compofed  mind  of  Raleigh.  His 
manly  philofophical  deportment,  during  the  intei*val  of 
Iiis  fentence  and  execution,  was  admirable  ;  nor  lefs  fo  „  , .  . , 
was  his  behaviour  on  the  fcaffold :  He  denied,  with  an  execution 
awful  appeal  to  God,  the  heavy  charges  ■''  that  had  bcea 

of  the  mines,  yet,  in  his  commifllon,  he  takes  care  to  fecure  to  him- 
felf a  full  fifth  of  all  the  gold  that  fhould  be  found  in  them. 

*  That  Raleigh  was  innocent  of  many  of  the  invidious  calumnies 
with  which  he  is  loaded  by  the  king's  declaration,  is,  I  think,  a  mat- 
ter of  fmall  doubt. 

Firft,  there  are  the  proteilations  of  a  dying  man,  ftrengthened  by 
afl^evcrations  not  likely  to  be  ufed  for  the  purpofes  of  deceit,  in  fo  tre- 
menduous  a  fituation. 

Secondly,  arguments  to  be  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  thing. 

ill.  If  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  no  other  view  in  the  expedition  but 
to  enrich  himfelf  by  piracy,  and  that  the  prime  objed  had  been  the 
plunder  of  the  Spanilh  town  lately  built  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  it  is 

S  2  improbable 
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Ann.  1618.    laid  againft  him  ;  then  fitting  himfelf  with  compofure 
for  the  axe,  he  received  the  fatal  blow  with  an  indiffer- 

improbable  that  the  attainment  of  that  end  would  have  thrown  him 
and  his  friend  into  lb  terrible  a  confternation,  as  to  induce  the  one 
to  dcftroy  himfelf,  and  the  other  to  prepare  for  flight ;  which  inten- 
tion of  flight  is  one  of  the  fads  alledged  againft  him  in  the  king's 
declaration. 

2dly.  The  plunder  of  a  fingle  town  was  too  contemptible  an  objed 
for  the  hazard  and  danger  of  fo  long  a  voyage.     If  there  were  more 
places  to  plunder  on  the  fame  coaft,  and  that  plunder  was  the  end> 
why  not  attempt  any  other  ?   it  may  be  alledged  that  the  town  was 
thought  to  contain  vaft  riches,  that  little  was  found  there,  and  that 
the  aefpair  arofe  from  this  difappointment.     But  what  could  induce  a 
fuppofuion  of  fuch  riches  ?  not  the  induftry  of  the  Spaniards-,  it  mufl: 
be  the  perfuafion  of  mines  poflefled  by  them,  and  to  be  difcovered 
by  the  adventurers.     The  defign  of  Raleigh  could  not  be  a  general 
plunder  and  acknowledged  piracy,  for  he  was  never  taxed  with  making 
any  propofitions  of  fuch  a  tendency  ;  and  indeed  it  would  have  been  a 
very  abfurd  chimera  to  have  fuppoled  that  the   gentlemen  of  fortune 
and  family  which  he  had  under  his  command  would  have   left  their 
country  and  home  enjoyments  for  ever,  to  follow  an  idle  adventurer 
in  the  conftant  purfuit  of  a  precarious  gain,  to  be  attained  with  innu- 
merable hardftiips,  difficulties,  and  dangers.     Could   there  have  been 
any  criminal  circumftance  proved  againft  him,  why  not  put  his  life  on. 
that  ifiue  ?  why  cut  him  ofi'  upon  his  former  fentence  .?     That  he  had 
no  certain  knowledge  where  lay  the  mine,    is  not   to   be  doubted  ;. 
that  he  knew  of  the  town  lately  built  by  the  Spaniards   is  clear  from 
his  inftruftions  to  Keymis  ;  but  that  the  only  propofed  end  of  fo  ex- 
penfive  a  preparation,  and  fo  tedious  a  voyage,  was  the  plunder  of  a 
few  Spanifh  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  is  very  improbable. 

Raleigh  was  a  dupe  to  his  own  over-heated  imagination,  and  over- 
reachedln  the  whole  affair  by  the  low  cunning  of  James.  His  difpo-  ^ 
fition  for  adventures  had  always  been  expenflve  to  him  :  During  the 
reic^n  of  Elizabeth  the  difcovery  of  Virginia  had  coft  him  40,000  1. 
Raleigh'sLife  yi°  had  alfo  fent  out  feveral  fliips  to  the  territory  of  Guiana  for  in- 
by  Dr.  Birch.  ^^^^^^^^^^  concerning  that  country  and  the  fuppofcd  mines.  Thefe 
circumftances,  whicli  fhew  die  vanity  of  his  puriuits,  are  evidences  to 
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ence  that  left  ftrong  impreffions  of  veneration  on  the  Ann.  ,6.8. 
beholders. 

prove  the  integrity  of  his  defigns  in  this  laft  fatal  attempt.  The  only 
clew  to  reconcile  the  many  contradidions  that  a  variety  of  circum- 
fl:ances  throw  upon  this  aflair,  is,  to  fuppofe  that  Raleigh  had  a  real 
confidence  of  finding  mines  on  that  coaft,  and  depended  on  their 
treafures  as  an  excufe  for  the  hoftilities  committed  in  their  attain- 
ment ;  and  that  James  fent  him  out  with  a  halter  about  his  neck,  ta 
be,  either  the  means  of  filling  his  cofl^^ers,  or  tiie  expiatory  facrifice 
ior  the  refentment  which  the  attempt  might  draw  from  Spain. 

The  ftrongeft  circumftance  that  appears  againft  Raleigh's  having  a 
confidence  in  the  difcovery  of  a  mine,  is  an  accufation  of  his  not  hiv- 
ing taken  iufficient  implements  for  the  purpofe  of  mining.     But  is  it 
certain    that   this   accufation   is    grounded   upon  fad  ?   or,  if  it  was, 
might  it  not  proceed  from  negled,  or  any  other  reafon  than  the  af- 
cribed  one  ?  would  a  man  of  Raleigh's  ingenuity,  going  out  with  an 
intention  to  deceive,  have  fufi^ered  fuch  an  argument  to  be  produced 
againft  him  ?    His  being  entirely  filent  on  the  fentence  of  treafon,  oa 
which  he  adually  fuftered,  ftrengthens  the  evidence  of  his  ftrong  Iffe- 
verations  on  the  article  of  the  mine ;  for  had  he  been  determined  to. 
clear  himfelf,  and  load  his  enemies,  by  daring  perjuries  in  fo  tremen- 
duous  a  fituation,  why  make  any  diftindions  ?  why  not  attempt  to 
clear  himfelf  by  the  fame  means  of  all  the  afperfions  that  were  not  un- 
deniably proved  againft  him  ? 

The  king's  declaration  on  the  fubjed  of  Raleigh's  execution  is 
drawn  up  in  fo  poor  a  manner  that  it  evidently  expofes  the  falfenefs 
of  its  afi*ertions  ;  whereas  the  unfortunate  Keymis  put  an  end  to  his 
life,  from  defpair  occafioned  by  the  cold  reception  he  met  with  from 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  The  declaration  l^ys,  «  It  was  much  obferved  ' 
that  artcr  that  unfortunate  return  of  Keymis,  notwithftandin^^  Sir  Wall 
ter  Raleigh  did  publicly  give  out  that  he  would  queftion  him  for  fail 
mg  to  profecute  the  mine,  he  had  him  at  dinner  and  fupper,  and 
ufed  him  as  familiarly  and  as  kindly  as  before.** 

One  of  the  allegations  in  this  declaration  is,  «  That  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh's  confcious  guilt  made  him  apprehend  that  he  fliould,  on  his 
coming  to  London,  be  again  impriloned  in  the  Tower."     Immediately 
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Ana.  i6if.         The  favourable  opinion  the  whole  nation,  and  even 
James   himfelf,    had  of  the  man    he   had    fo  meanly 

after  this  wc  meet  with  a  contradi(5lory  aflertion :  "  That  his  counte- 
nance  was  much  altered  when  he  fulpefted  this  fate  from  the  read- 
ing Stuekly's  commifllon  from  the  privy  council ;  that  the  door  be- 
incr  half  open,  Manourie  faw  this  alteration  from  the  ftair-head  (Ra- 
leigh being  alone  in  his  chamber)  •,  that  he  (lamped  with  his  feet, 
and  pulled  himfelf  by  the  hair,  fwearing  in  thefe  words,  "  God*s 
wounds!    is   it  poflTible  my   fortune   fhould  return   upon    me    thus 
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Tames  attempts  to  prove  that  there  was  no  deceit  ufed  to  trepan 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  into  cuftody  j  but  Stuekly,  in  an  apology  he  made 
for  his  condud,  avers,  that  in  ufmg  craft  he  did  but  perform  the 
commilTion  he  had  from  the  court. 

In  the  king's  declaration  is  a  minute  delcription  of  Raleigh's  fham 
illnefs,  and  the  (hifts  this  great  man  was  enforced  to  pra6tile  in  his 
endeavours  to  fave  his  life.  A  prince  here  exults  over  an  unfortunate 
fubjed,  caught  in  the  trap  which  he  had  laid  for  him,  and  cruelly 
trkimphs  in  the  accidental  weaknefles  of  a  man,  whom  he  had  reduced 
into  one  of  thofc  interelling  fituations  that  are  the  fevered  trials  of 
human  fortitude. 

The  following  is  the  reafon  the  king  gives  for  taking  him  off 
upon  his  former  fentence.  "  And  becaufe  he  could  not  by  law  be 
judicially  called  in  queftion,  for  that  his  former  attainder  of  trcafon  is 
*the  higheft  and  lafc  work  of  the  law  (whereby  he  was  civililer  mor- 
tuus)  his  majerty  was  enforced  (except  attainder  Ihould  become  privi- 
leges for  all  fubfequent  offences)  to  relblve  to  have  him  executed  upon 
his  former  attainder. 

The  pitiful  evafion  of  this  excufe  is  eafily  ktn  through,  fincc,  if 
the  king  had  been  willing  to  have  put  his  life  upon  the  judgment  of 
his  country,  he  might  have  given  him  a  pardon  on  his  former  con- 
demnation, and  afterwards  tried  him  on  the  accufation  of  piracy  ;  but 
James  did  not  choofe  to  truft  the  affair  to  this  iffue.  Circumftances 
were  entirely  changed  fince  the  time  that  Raleigh  was  tried  for  trea- 
fon,  and  this  period  of  James's  reign.  Raleigh's  caufe  was  at  prefent  a 
popular  one,  and  James  had  now  loft  that  influence  which  was  attained 
by  the  novelty  of  his  perfon  and  government  \  an  influence  which,  in 

the 


and  unjuftly  facrificed,  is  to  be  feen  in  fome  paragraphs  Ann.  i6i8. 
of  a  letter  which  Buckingham  wrote  to  Cottington, 
James's  agent  at  the  court  of  Spain.  "  His  majcfty, 
faith  Buckingham,  hath  given  them  fo  many  teftimo- 
nies  of  his  fincere  intentions  towards  them,  which  he 
daily  continueth,  as  now  of  late  by  the  caufmg  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  to  be  put  to  death,  chiefly  for  the  giving 
them  fatisfadtion.  His  majefty  hath  ftrained  upon  the 
afFe(5tions  of  his  people,  and  efpecially  concerning  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh.  Further,  you  may  let  them  know  how 
able  a  man  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  to  have  done  his 
majefty  fervice,  if  he  (hould  have  been  pleafed  to  em- 
ploy him ;  yet,  to  give  them  content,  he  hath  not  fpared 
him,  when  by  preferving  him  he  might  have  given 
great  fatisfadion  to  his  fubjec^s,  and  had  at  command, 
tipon  all  occafions,  as  ufcful  a  man  as  fcrved  any  prince 
in  chriftendom  *. 

Raleigh  was  the  younger  brother  of  a  good  family^ 
and  diftinguiflied  himfelf  both  in  the  fea  and  land  fer- 
vices.  His  artful  addrefs  infinuated  him  early  into  the 
favour  of  Elizabeth,  and  he  maintained  it  to  her  death, 

the  cafe  of  Raleigh,  occafioned  one  of  the  moft  iniquitous  fentences 
that  ftand  on  the  records  of  this  country.  His  Majefty' s  Reafons  for  his 
proceedings  againft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  in  Sommers's  third  Colle^ion  of 
"Trails ^  ly^iy  p.  196,  &"  feq.  Sir  Lewis  Stuekly* s  apology,  entitled.  The 
Humble  Petition  and  Information  of  Sir  Lewis  Stuekly,  ^c.  ibid.  p.  215, 

*  James,  as  Buckingham  here  afferts,  facrificed  to  the  unreafonable 
demands  of  Spain  one  of  his  beft  and  moft  ufeful  fubjeds.  But  the 
king  of  Spain,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  felicitations  of  Jameses 
ambaffador,  refufed  to  deliver  up  to  judgment  every  Fnglifh  criming 
that  had  taken  refuge  in  Spain. 
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in  oppofiiion  to  the  frequent  prevalency  of  a  contrary 
fadlion.  On  the  fair  opportunity  which  the  acccflion 
of  the  Stewarts  olTered,  fome  articles  were  by  hini  inti- 
mated to  rcilrain  the  prerogative  :  Cecil,  to  nlake  his 
court  effed:ually,  and  crudi  the  man  whofc  fupcrior  ta- 
lents were  the  object  of  his  envy  and  his  fear,  fruflrated 
the  attempt,  and  difcovered  it  to  James.  Hence  fprung 
the  primary  motive  of  that  hatred  which  at  length 
brought  this  refpcdlablc  genius  to  a  premature  fate.  On 
his  trial  for  treafon,  Cecil,  thot'^  1i  of  the  fame  faction, 
and  an  avowed  friend,  appeared  with  tlie  invidious  ma- 
lice of  an  inveterate  enemy.  The  fcntence  of  death 
then  palled  upon  him  was  extorted  wiih  an  apparent 
violation  of  thofe  laws  that  guard  the  lives  of  the  fub- 
je6ts  *.  Coke,  the  attorney-general,  protefting,  that  if 
circumftances  alone  were  not  vaHd  in  the  cafe  of  trea- 
fon, the  crown  could  not  fland  one  year  on  the  king's 
head. 

Raleigh,  at  different  times  of  his  life,  tailed  both 
of  the  hatred  and  cfteem  of  the  public.      He   was   ex- 

*  Sir  John  Hawles,  folicitor-gcneral  to  king  William,  writes  thus 
on  the  circumftances  of  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh's  trial : 

"  I  would  know  by  what  law  is  the  depofition  of  a  perfon,  who 
might  be  brought  face  to  face  to  the  priioner,  read  as  evidence  -,  I 
would  know  by  what  law  it  is  forbidden,  that  the  accufer  fliould  be 
brought  face  to  face  to  the  accufed  ;  I  would  know  by  what  law 
Brook's  depofition  of  what  the  lord  Cobham  told  him  of  Raleigh  was 
evidence  againft  Raleigh  ;  I  would  know  by  what  law  the  ftory  Dyer 
told  of  what  an  unknown  man  laid  to  him  at  Lilbon  of  Don  Raleigh 
was  evidence  againft  Raleigh  ;  I  would  know  by  what  ftatute  the  fta- 
tutes  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Edward  the  Third  and  fifth  of  Edward  the 
Sixth  are  repealed. 

jr  tremely 
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tremely  oilious  to  the  people  at  the  time  of  his  trial,  on  An„.  ,6... 
the  fuppofuion  of  his  having  been  one  of  the  principal 
promoters  of  the  death  of  Eflex :    His  after-fufferings 
his  philofophical  deportment,    his   literary  merits,  and 
unjuft   execution,    turned  the   tide   of  envy  to  refped, 
love,  and  compaflion.     The  charadler  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh merited  neither  of  thefe  extremes :  His  apprehen- 
fion  was  quick,  his  parts  fubtle  ;  lie  had  an  indefatiga- 
ble mduftry,  and  a  great  command  of  temper  ;  but  his 
judgment  was  clouded  with  partial  views  of  felf-intcreft 
and  the  fei-vile  prejudices  of  the  times;   though  guiltlefs' 
of  any  atrocious  crimes,  j-et  his  morals  had   taken  a 
deep  tint  from  the  vices  of  a  court ;  his  fliining  quali- 
ties dazzle  the  judgment  and  extort  a  complacency  for 
his  foibles  ;  but  his  virtues  were  not  of  the  ftamp  to 
merit  genuine  applaufe. 


CHAP. 
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NrgolMthns  ■u.-itb  Spain Comm-Akm  in  Germany Princt 

Palatine  elalcd  king  of  Bohemia The  Palatinate  invaded. 

Parhament Fall   of    Bacon Dijolution    of  the 

parliament Protejiation  of  the  Commons. 

'pHE  death  of  Raleigh  heightened  that  diftafte  which 
the  public  had  long  conceived  for  James :  To  exe- 
cute a  man  of  merit  upon  a  fcntence  originally  illegal  • 
a  fentence  whofe  rigor  had  been  already  felt  in  the  lofs 
of  a  large  fortune,  and  a  fifteen  years  imprifonment ; 
a  fentence  which  had  been  underftood  to  have  been  par- 
doned by  the  trull  and  command  lately  conferred,  was 
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looked  on  as  an  inftance  of  the  utmoft  cruelty  and  in- 
juftice.  To  do  this  upon  the  motives  of  gratifying  the 
Spaniards,  in  a  point  on  which  they  had  fmall  prcten- 
fions,  as  an  inftance  of  the  utmoft  meannefs ;  and  this 
to  forward  an  aUiance  which  the  whole  nation  detefted, 
excited  an  indignation  and  contempt  which  nothing  but 
the  imbecility  of  the  times  prevented  from  rifing  to  a 
height  that  would  have  fhook  the  firmcft  foundation  of 
that  divine  right  which  can  commit  folly,  crimes,  and 
injuftice  with  impunity. 

In  the  fame  proportion  as  was  Jameses  difregard  to 
the  good  of  the  nation,  rofe  his  attachment  to  worth- 
lefs  individuals.  Buckingham  now  enjoyed  his  favour 
to  a  height  of  extreme  dotage :  In  his  perfon  centered 
every  kind  of  honour  in  which  a  fubjeA  could  be  gra- 
tified;  on  his  caprice  depended  the  preferment  of  the 
ableft  men  in  the  three  kingdoms  ;  and  to  his  inexpe- 
rience, levity,  and  ignorance,  were  confided  the  whole 
powers  of  government. 

Suffolk,  the  only  remaining  weed  of  Somerfet's 
planting,  was  now  removed  for  a  new  growth.  His- 
well-kno\vn  rapacioufnefs  gave  a  juft  handle  for  his  im- 
peachment ;  Coke,  who  perfonally  hated  him,  had  the 
management  of  it.  He  had  been  re-taken  into  favour 
on  a  mean  application  to  the  minion,  whofe  counte- 
nance^he  had  courted  by  the  facrifice  of  his  daughter, 
a  great  beauty  with  a  large  fortune,  to  his  brother.  Sir 
John  Villiers.  This  match  had  been  propofcd  to  Coke 
before  his  difgrace,  and  rcjeaed  with  marks  of  con- 
tempt; he  afterwards  entreated  fubmiilivcly  the  alliance, 
-  and 
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and  offered  an  acquiefcence  to  any  terms  of  fettlement  Ann.  1618. 
that  the  party  fliould  approve.      Bacon,  who  had  now 
attained  the  chancellorfliip  *,  was  another  of  Suffolk's 

*  Villiers,  at  the  time  he  obtained  the  feals  for  Bacon,  fent  him  a 
meflage  by  a  gentleman  to  the  following  purport. 

"  That  he  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  parts,  and,  as  the  times  were, 
fit  to  ferve  his  maftcr  in  the  keeper's  place  ;  but  he  alio  knew  him  of 
a  bafe  ungrateful  difpofition,  and  an  arrant  knave,  apt  in  his  profpe- 
rity  to  ruin  any  that  had  raifed  him  in  his  adverfity.  Yet,  for  all  this, 
knowing  how  fie  an  inftrument  he  might  be  for  his  mafter,  he  had  ob- 
tained the  feals  for  him  ;  but  with  this  afTurance,  fhould  he  ever  re- 
quite him  as  he  had  done  fome  others,  to  whom  he  had  been  more 
bound,  he  would  caft  him  down  as  much  below  fcorn,  as  he  had  now 
raifed  him  high  above  any  honour  he  could  have  expefted." 

This  charge  refers  to  Bacon's  ungrateful  treatment  of  his  firft  pa- 
tron, the  earl  of  EfTex.  This  nobleman  had  applied  with  all  the 
warmth  of  friendfhip  to  Elizabeth  for  the  place  of  folicitor-general 
for  Bacon  :  On  meeting  with  a  refufal,  he  would  needs  make  up  the 
difappointment  out  of  his  own  private  fortune,  and  bellowed  upon 
him  the  gift  of  Twickenham-park,  which  was  afterwards  fold  at  an 
under  price  for  the  value  of  eighteen  hundred  pounds. 

When  Eflex  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  court.  Bacon,  who 
was  one  of  the  queen's  counfel,  managed  a  charge  againft  him  before 
an  aflembly  of  counfellors,  judges,  and  peers,  concerning  a  book  that 
had  been  lately  dedicated  to  him.  It  was  an  hiftory  of  the  firft  year 
of  king  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  being  wrote,  with  freedom,  Eliza- 
beth wanted  to  have  fome  of  the  paflages  brought  into  the  cafe  o^ 
treafon. 

On  Effex's  attainder.  Bacon  was  again  employed  againft  his  gene 
rous  patron  -,  and,  after  his  unhappy  fate,  the  fame  Bacon,  by  the 
queen's  command,  drew  up  and  publiftied  a  declaration,  fetting  forth 
the  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  of  the  faid  earl.  A  behaviour  fo  unjuf- 
tifiably  fcandalous  drew  upon  Bacon  a  general  deteftation,  which  was 
not  extinguiftied  during  his  whole  life,  nor  can  his  memory  be  ex* 
empt  from  it,  whilft  any  generous  qualities  remain  in  the  human  fpe- 
cies.     IVcUon.     Mallet's  Life  of  Bacon.     Bacon's  Jpology, 
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Ana.  1618.    fevere  antagonifls.      Coke  condudled   the  impeachment 
with  an  ability  and  acrimony  peculiar  to  himfelf ;  Suf- 

Weldon  gives  the  following  account  of  Bacon's  abfurd  and  mean 
conduct  after  he  had  obtained  the  fcals,  viz. 

•*  Now  was  Bacon  invefted  in  his  office,  and,  within  ten  day5  after, 
the  king  goes  to  Scotland.  Bacon  inftantly  begins  to  believe  him- 
felf king  i  lies  in  the  king's  lodgings,  gives  audience  in  the  great 
banqueting-houfe,  makes  all  other  couniellors  attend  his  motions, 
with  the  fame  ftate  the  king  ufed  to  come  out  to  give  audience  to 
ambaffadors  •,  when  any  other  counfellor  fat  with  him  about  the  kino-'s 
affairs,  would,  if  they  fat  near  him,  bid  them  know  their  diftance ;. 
upon  which  fecretary  Winwood  arofe,  went  away,  and  would  never 
fit  more  (under  his  encroached  ftate),  but  inftantly  difpatched  one  ta 
the  king  to  dcfire  him  to  make  hafte  back,  for  even  his  v^ry  feat, 
was  already  ufurped.  In  this  pofture  he  lived  until  he  heard  the 
king  was  returning,  and  began  to  believe  that  the  play  was  almoft  at 
an  end,  he  might  perfonate  a  king's  part  no  longer ;  and  therefore  did' 
again  rc-inveft  himfelf  with  his  old  rags  of  bafenefs,  which  were  fo 
tattered  and  poor  at  the  king's  coming  to  Windfor.  He  attended 
two  days  at  Buckingham's  chamber,  being  not  admitted  to  any  bet- 
ter place  than  the  room  where  trencher-fcfapers  and  lacquies  attend- 
ed i  there  fitting  upon  an  old  wooden  chcft,  with  his  purfe  and  fcal 
lying  by  him  on  that  chtil.  After  two  days  he  had  admittance :  At 
firft  entrance  he  fell  down  flat  on  his  face  at  t\\c  duke's  foot,  kilTing 
it,  vowing  never  to  rife  till  he  had  his  pardon ;  then  was  he  ao-ain  re- 
conciled, and  fmcc  that  time  fo  very  a  Have  to  the  duke,  and  all  that- 
family,  tliat  he  durft  not  deny  the  command  of  the  meanell  of  the 
kindred,  nor  oppofe  any  thing.'*     fVeUon,  p.  120,  i^  feq. 

If  this  tale  is  told  with  exaggerations,  it  mull  be  allowed  that  it 
has  a  foundation  in  reality.  Bacon  had  certainly  difoblio-ed  Win- 
wood,  James,  and  Buckingham,  during  the  king*s  refidence  in  Scot- 
land. Through  morives  of  jealoufy  he  had  violendy  oppofed  the 
match  between  Coke's  daughter  and  Sir  John  Villiers.  He  had  gone 
fo  far  in  his  oppofition  as  to  threaten  Winwood  with  a  premunire 
for  granting  a  warrant  to  fearch  the  lady,  who  had  been  fecreted  by 
her  mother  to  prevent  the  match,  and  had  ventured  to  write  a  letter 
to  James,  in  which  he  reprefcnted  the  intended  union  as  a  thing  that- 

might 
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folk  was   accufed   and  convidled   of  mal-adminiftration  Ann.  1618. 
in  his  office.     His  fentence  was  confinement  in  prifon 
during  the  king's  pleafure,  and  a  fine  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  pounds.     Tlie  lofs  of  the  treafurer's  llafF  preceded 
it. 


The  council  was  now  brought  to  an  entire  approba-  Negotiation 
tion   of  the   Spanifti   match;    and  Sir  John  Digby,  by  ^"*^ Spain. 
commilHon  under  the  great  feal,  was  authorized  to  treat 
and  conclude    the   marriage.      Sarmiento  had  been  re- 
called to  Spain  to  give  an  account  of  his  negotiation  : 
That  court  was  fo  pleafcd  with  his  condudl  in  procur- 

might  prove  detrimental  to  himfelf  and  favourite.  James  returned  a 
very  angry  epiftle,  and  Bacon  began  to  find  himfelf  in  a  precarious- 
fituation.  He  was  informed  by  Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  that  Bucking- 
ham had  openly  faid,  «  He  repented  the  having  raifed  him  fo  high; 
that  the  ingratitude  with  which  he  had  behaved  to  the  earls  of  Eflex 
and  Somerfet  was  an  inveterate  cuftom  in  him  :" 

That  it  was  common  in  every  courtier's  mouth,  that  his  greatnefs 
fnould  be  abated  ;  and,  as  his  tongue  had  been  a  razor  to  fome,  it 
would  be  retaliated  on  him  : 

That  there  was  laid  up  for  him  many  petitions  againft  him  to  his 
majefi.y  : 

That  Buckingham  had  faid,  «  That  he  would  not  fecretly  bite; 
but  whofoever  had  any  intereft,  or  tafted  of  the  oppofition  to  his' 
brother's  marriage,  he  would  openly  oppofe  them  to  their  faces,  and 
they  fliould  dilcern  v/hat  favour  he  had  by  the  power  he  would  ufe." 

Bacon  wrote  many  fubmifiive  letters  to  the  king  and  favourite, 
without  receiving  any  afili ranees  of  forg /-rt-fs  One  of  the  letters' 
h€  wrote  to  the  king  on  this  occafion  ends  in  the  following  ftrain  ; 

J'  Andfo  cxpeding  that  that  fun,  which,  when  it  we  n't  from  us, 
left  us  cold  weather,  and  now  it  is  returned  towards  us,  hatii  brought 
with  it  a  blefled  harvefi:,  will,  when  it  cometh  to  us,  difpel  and  dif- 
perfc  all  mifts  and  miilakings."  Original  Letters  by  Br,  Birch,  p.  i  ^q^ 
^  f^q_'     Cabala,  p.  Sy.. 
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ing  Raleigh's  death,  that  they  gratified  him  with  the 
title  of  count  Gondemar,  and  fent  him  back  with  pow- 
ers to  carry  on  the  negotiation.  Five  leading  articles 
were  at  length  agreed  on  between  the  two  monarchs. 

I.  That  the  pope's  difpenfation  be  firfl  obtained  by 
the  mere  adl  of  the  king  of  Spain. 

II.  That  the  children  of  this  marriage  be  not  con- 
ftrained  in  matters  of  religion,  nor  their  tide  prejudiced, 
in  cafe  they  prove  catholics. 

III.  That  the  infanta's  family,  being  flrangers,  may 
be  catholics,  and  (hall  have  a  decent  place  appointed  for 
divine  fervice,  according  to  the  life  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  and  the  ecclefiaftic  and  religious  perfons  may 
wear  their  proper  habits. 

IV.  That  the  marriage  fhall  be  celebrated  in  Spain 
by  a  procurator,  according  to  the  inftrudtions  of  the 
council  of  Trent ;  and  after  the  infanta's  arrival  in  Eng- 
land fuch  a  folemnization  fhall  be  ufed  as  Ihall  make 
the  marriage  valid  according  to  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom. 

V.  That  fhe  (hall  have  a  competent  number  of  chap- 
lains, and  a  confeflbr,  being  flrangers  ;  one  whereof 
fhall  have  power  to  govern  the  family  in  religious 
matters. 

I' 

It  is  eafy  to  difcover  that  the  firfl  article  was  framed 
for  the  double  purpofe  of  protrading  the  treaty,  and  as 
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an  exaife  for  the  entire  breaking  it,  whenever  the  affairs  Ann.  ,6,». 
of  Spain  made  it  their  interefl  to  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
ceit.  But  fuch  was  the  ardor  and  fuch  the  infatuation 
of  James,  that,  for  fear  of  interrupting  the  treaty  by 
any  exceptions,  he  neglecSled  a  critical  opportunity  to 
oblige  the  Spaniard  to  declare  himfelf  in  a  manner  that 
could  not  be  evaded. 


A  COMMOTION  this  year  broke  out  in  Germany,  that  ^/Fairs  of 
threatened  the  entire  ruin  of  the  proteftants,   and  bid  ^""'"''' 
fair  for  a  general  re-eflablifhment  of  that  ecclefiaflical 
fervitude  from  which  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  been 
lately  delivered.     In  the  flate  of  Bohemia  the  tenets  of 
the  reformed   church   prevailed;  as  the   regal    dignity 
was  ele^ive,    they  had   obtained,   from  the  favour   of 
this  circumftance,  efTential  privileges  in  the  point  of  re- 
ligion.    The  emperor  Matthias  pofTeiTed  the  crown  of 
Bohemia  ;   to  pleafe  the  catholics  he  adopted  his  coufm- 
germain  Ferdinand,  arch-duke  of  Gratz,  for  his  fuccef- 
for.      Ferdinand   was    of    the   younger   branch   of    the 
houfe  of  Auflria  ;  zealoufiy  bigotted  to  the  popifli  faith. 
The  ambition  of  this  prince  was  not  fatisfied  by  Mat- 
thias's adoption ;  lie  obliged  him,  through  the  means  of 
the  Roman  catholic  party,  to  refign  the  crown  of  Bohe- 
mia ;  and,  by  a  partial  call  of  the  States,  in  an  afTem- 
bly  compofcd   of   catholics,    he   obtained    the  eledlion, 
thougli  with   a  provifo  not  to  adl  as  fovereign  till  after 
the  death  of  the  emperor.     On  this  ufurped  fcttlement 
the  kingdom  of  Bohemia  was  governed  by  a  council  of 
papiils,  and  the  proreftant  party  was  treated  in  an  inju- 
rious manner.      A  general  alTembly  of  the  States,  called 
by  the  oiliccrs    appointed    to  enfore   the   execution    of 
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Ann;  1618.  edicls,  demanded  a  reparation  for  the  injuries  they  had 
fuftained,  and  adjourned  themfelves  to  another  da)-. 
The  emperor's  lieutenants,  according  to  orders,  attempted 
to  prevent  their  re-meeting.  So  tyrannical  an  oppofi- 
tion  enraged  the  States  to  a  degree  of  phrenzy  ;  they 
feized  the  emperor's  officers,  and  flung  three  of  the  moll 
infolent  of  them  out  of  the  caftle  window. 

War  was  become  unavoidable,  and  both  fides  made 
great  preparations.  From  the  time  of  the  emperor's  at- 
tempt upon  Juliers,  the  proteflant  flates  of  the  empire 
had  formed  a  confederacy  againft  the  oppreflive  power 
of  the  catholics  ;  this  coalition  was  termed  the  Evange- 
lical League  *.  Of  thefe  powers  the  Bohemians  im- 
plored afliftance,  and  invited  the  ele(5lor  palatine  to  ac- 
cept of  their  crown.  In  the  interim  Matthias  died,  and 
Ferdinand  obtained  the  imperial  dignity  by  the  fame 
means  that  he  had  obtained  the  crown  of  Bohemia  f . 
Ann.  16 19.  Every  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  vefled  with  large 
powers,  were  now  united  againfl  the  reformed  religion. 
In  this  critical  fituation  the  proteftants  did  not  negled: 
the  defence  of  liberty  :  The  caufe  of  the  Boliemians  was 
adopted,  and  the  elector  palatine  marched  into  Prague, 
and  took  pofleilion  of  the  oflered  crown. 

Extremely  different  was  the  effccl  that  this  news 

*  The  princes  who  fonned  this  league  were,  the  eledor  palatine, 
the  eledlor  of  Brandenburgh,  the  marquis  of  Anfbach,  the  duke  of 
Wirtemburgh,  the  landgrave  of  Hefle,  the  princes  of  Anhalt,  and 
the  marquis  of  Baden. 

f  The  elector  palatine's  ambalTador,  who  came  to  oppofe  the  elec- 
tion, was  flopped  at  Frankfort. 
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had  upon  James  and  his  fubjecls.     The  generous  people,  Anr.  16./ 
Animated  by  the  caufe  of  liberty,  ardent  for  the  relief 
of  their  protcftant  brethren,  were   fired  with  impatience 
to  enter  as    parties    into  the   quan-el.  \    The   monarch, 
whofc  ambition  was  centered  folely  in  the  objedl  of  the 
SpaniOi  match,  liad  veiy  contrary  inclinations.      Indeed 
his  finances  were  not  in  a  fituation  to  enter  into  a  war 
without  a  large  recruit  from  parliament ;  and  the  treaty 
on  foot,  oppofite  to  the  inclinations  of  the  whole  people, 
made  fuch  an  afifembly  particularly  undefirable  at  this 
junclure.      Befides  the  Englifli  navy  which  would   have 
been  of  notable  ufe  to  have  kept  Spain  in  awe,  by  the 
inftances  of  Gondemar  had  been  fufTered  to  go  almoll 
totally   to  decay,    and  wanted   much    time    and  money 
to  put  it  into  a  condition  for  any  hoilile  attempt.    Thefe 
arguments,  drawn  from  his  prefent  circumftances,  w^re 
not  the  only  ones  that   inclined  James   to  abandon  his 
fon-in  law.      His  exalted  idea  of  the  rights  of  a  king, 
however  unjuflly  and  illegally  thofe  rights  had  been  ob- 
tained, would  have  been  alone  a   fuflicient  motive  for 
him  to  deny  his  affiftance  to  the  revolted  States  ;  there- 
fore, without  examining  into  the  nature  of  their  pre- 
tenfions,  he  declared  againft  them  in  the  council,  and 
forbad  his  fon-in-law  to  be  prayed  for  under  the  title  of 
the  king  of  Bohemia.      The  archbiOiop  of  Canterbury, 
detained  by  illnefs  from  being  at  this  council,  wrote  to 
fecretary  Naunton,  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  elec- 
tor (hould  accept  of  the  crown,   and  England   openly 
fupport  him.      James   reje^ed   the   reafons  which   the 
archbiQiop  urged  to  fupport  his  opinion,  as  favouring 
too  much  the  pretenfions  to  liberty  in  fubjeds.     ' 
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Ann.  1619.  The  vifcount  Doncailer  had  been  fent  fomc  time  be- 
fore this  into  Germany  to  offer  James's  mediation  to 
compofe  the  difference  between  the  emperor  and  the 
Bohemians  *.     This   pitiful  interfering  was  treated  by 

*  The  following  is  the  advice  which  the  States  gave  to  the  king  of 
England  on  this  head.     "  The  States*  deputies,  writes  Carleton  in  a 
letter  to  James,  came  to  me  in  the  name  of  their  aflembly,  to  put  a 
queftion  unto  me,  What  I  could  inform  them  of  your  majefty's  inten- 
tion in  fuccouring  your  majefty's  allies  and  theirs  in  Germany,  parti- 
cularly the  Palatinate,  now  mod  in  danger,   to  the  end  they  might 
govern  themfelves  accordingly.     I  had  not  much  to  anfwer,  fave  what 
I  had  underftood  of  your  majefty's  former  intention  to  fend  ambalTa- 
dors  into  Germany  to  join  with  the  French  in  pacification  of  thofe 
troubles  •,  and  now  newly  of  your  majefty's  purpofe  of  fending  firft  to 
thofe  princes  which  feem  to  threaten  the  Palatinate  with  extraordinary 
levies.     This  they  approved,  fo  as  the  embafiage  might  be  counte- 
nanced with  an  army,  otherwife  they  doubted  of  the  effeft  -,  and  there- 
upon defired  me  to  advertife  your  majefty  of  the  ftrength  of  the  two 
Spanilh  armies,  one  of  about  twenty  thoufand  foot  and  four  thoufand 
horfe,  which  is  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  in  Luxemburgh  at  the  end  of 
this  month,  and  fo  march  towards  Germany,  under  the  condud  of  the 
marquis  Spinola,  before  the  midft  of  the  next  -,  the  other  under  the 
command  of  Don  Lewis  de  Velafco    (the  ftrength   whereof  is    not 
known,  but  by  conjedure  of  the  number  of  the  old  troops)  which  is 
to  wait  upon. the  States'  army,  in  cafe  it  ftiould  draw  to  a  head  upon 
Spinola's  marching.     Their  intention,  they  faid,  was  good,  and  their 
refolution  ready  to  affift  the  princes,  and  particularly  the  Palatinate, 
according  as  in  your  majefty's  name  1  had  formerly  defired  them,  for 
the  prefervation  of  your  majefty*s  fon-in-law  in  his  patrimonial  inhe- 
ritance and  countries,  to  the  end  your  majefty  might  the  more  eafily 
procure  the  pacification  you  intend.     But  the  princes  in  Germany  be- 
ing  too  weak  of  themfelves  to  make  refiftance,   and  their  ftrength 
here  too  little  to  be  hazarded   betwixt    two  armies,    one   of  which 
would  cut  betwixt  them  and  home,  while  they  followed  the  other, 
and,  upon  any  difafter  which  might  befal  their  men,  would  follow 
their  viftory,   even  into  the  heart  of  thefe  countries,  which'  are  yet 
much  unfcttled  by  reafon  of  their  late  diftradions,  and  much  of  the 
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Ferdinand  with  fo  much  difdain,  that  the  ambaffador  a.o.  .6,,. 
could  not  obtain  one  audience  *. 

ftrength  thereby  diverted,  they  know  not  what  fatisfaAion  to  <rivc 
your  majefty  in  defence  of  the  Palatinate,  unlefs  your  majefty's  more 
powerful  hand  fliould  concur  therein,    and   therefore  they  doubted  a 
tearful  event  of  this  fummer's  work  ;   that  the  Spaniards  would  not 
only  make  themfelves,  without  much  refiftance,  mafters  of  the  Pala     ' 
tinate    but  bring  all  the  united  princes  and  the  free  towns  to  their 
lubjedion,    of  which  danger  they  likewife    defired  me  to  advertife 
your  majefty  ;  and  withal  to  befeech  you,  as  the  chief  proteftor  (un- 
der God)  of  the  common  caufe  of  religion,  and  a  prince  particularly 
mterefted  m  your  fon-in-law's  fortune,  to  contribute  fome  part  of  your 
great  power  to  the  fafety  of  both ;  wherein  your  majefty  ftiould  find 
them  ready  to  employ  the  uttermoft  of  their  abilities."     Ca^-ie ton's  Lei 
ters,  p.  473,  ^ M- 

*  This  year  a  very  arbitrary  aft  of  fovereignty  was  exercifed  on  the 
earl  of  Ormond.     He  was  thrown  into  prifon  for  refufing  to  ftand  to 
the  king  s  arbitration  concerning  a  dlfputed  eftate  between  him  and 
the  lord  Dingwell      The  king  had  adjudged  it  in  favour  of  his  anta-       •  • 
gonift.     This  lord  Dingwell  was  Sir  Richard  Prefton,  an  old  compa- 
nion and  favourite  of  James's.     He  obliged  the  late  earl  of  Ormond 
to  marry  his  daughter  to  him,  and  created  Prefton,  on  this  occafion 
baron  ot  Dingwell  m  Scotland.     On  the  death  of  this  earl,  the  title 
defcended  to  his  nephew.  Sir  Walter  Butler,  on  whom  the  eftate  was 
entailed  ;  the  lord  Dingwell  difputed  this  right  on  the  pretenfion  of  his 
wife  s  fucceeding  as  general  heir,  and  obtained  pofleffion  by  an  uniuft 
exertion  of  the  power  of  the  crown,  notwithftanding  that  Ormond's 
title  to  the  eftate  was  corroborated  by  the  will  of  the  deceafed  earl. 

Ormond  was  not  the  only  individual  that  fufFered  from  illegal  ads 
of  power  m  this  reign.  Whitelock,  a  lawyer,  and  Sir  Robert  Man- 
fell,  the  vice-admiral,  were  both  committed  to  prifon  ;  one  for  gi vine 
his  opinion  in  a  cafe  which  was  fuppofed  to  touch  the  king's  prfroga" 
tive  and  the  other  for  afking  it.  The  opinion  was  not  given  in  pub- 
lie,  but  as  a  private  intimation  to  a  friend. 

Edmund  Peachum,  who  was  taken  up  for  writing  fome  offenfive 
paflages  in  a  fermon,  was  racked  feveral  times  in  prifon,  that  a  con 
feflion  of  treafonable  purpofes  might  be  extorted  from  him  by  the 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1620  the  affairs  of  Bo- 
hemia were  in  a  good  fituation.  Several  princes  of  Ger- 
many had  formed  a  -league  to  fupport  the  new  king  ; 
and  Bethlem  Gabor,  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  had  pro- 
cured a  diverfion  in  Hungary  by  exciting  the  Hunga- 
rians to  rebel  againft  the  emperor.  At  this  critical  time 
had  England  awed  the  Spaniards  by  her  fleet,  and  fent 
a  moderate  afliftance  of  land  forces  into  Germany,  the 
war  might  have  been  foon  determined  to  the  advantage 
of  the  proteftant  caufc,  and  the  firm  eftablifhment  of 
the  palatine  on  the  throne  of  Bohemia.  But  this  conti- 
nental war,  the  only  one  perhaps  in  which  it  was  ever 
politic  for  England  to  engage,  and  in  which  for  once 
the  glory  of  the  people  and  the  intereft  of  the  fovereign 
were  united,  was  fo  difclaimed  by  James  that  the  am- 
baiTadors  *  whom  he  fent  into  Germany   to  clofe  the 

force  of  pain.  The  ftrength  of  his  refolution  rendering  this  method 
ineffeaual,  the  queftion  was,  how  to  convid  him  on  the  circumftances 
of  thofe  palTages.  James  drew  up  with  his  own  hand  a  ftate  of  the 
queftion.  In  this  performance  he  employed  all  the  powers  of  his  lo- 
gic to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  high  trealbn  to  the  prefent  cafe. 
The  iermon  had  never  been  made  public,  either  by  preaching  or 

printing. 

In  Peachum's  cafe  Bacon,  who  then  held  the  place  of  attorney-general, 
by  the  command  of  the  king  extorted  by  the  force  of  importunity  the 
feveral  opinions  of  the  judges.  Sir  Edward  Coke  affirmed,  "  That  fuch 
an  auricular  taking  of  opinions  was  not  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  realm  ;  that  it  was  new  and  dangerous."  Bacon's  artifices  and  im-r 
portunitics  at  length  prevailed :  He  wrote  word  to  James  that  he  was 
not  wholly  out  of  hope,  that  my  lord  Coke  would  comply  when  he 
had  in  fome  dark  manner  put  him  in  doubt  that  he  fhould  be  left 
alone. 

*  Thefe  were  Sir  Richard  Weflon  and  Sir  Edward  Conway.  Sic 
Richard  Wefton  was  a  Roman  catholif. 
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breach  between  the  emperor  and  his  fon-in-law,  damped  Ann.  1620. 
the  hopes  of  the  proteftant  league,  and  encouraged  the 
Auftrians  by  difavowing  the  elector's  proceedings,  and 
denying  to  give  him  the  title  of  king  of  Bohemia.  At 
the  fame  time  he  ordered  Cottington  to  afTure  the  king 
of  Spain,  that  his  fon-in-law  had  aded  without  his 
knowledge,  that  he  difapproved  of  his  condudl  in  ac- 
cepting the  crown,  and  was  determined  to  difownn  him 
if  he  pcrfifted  in  his  pretenfions.  A  kind  of  a  com- 
plaint was  alfo  made  to  that  court,  that  the  emperor, 
by  referring  the  bufinefs  to  four  electors,  had  difre- 
garded  the  king  of  England's  intentional  kind  offices, 
and  left  no  place  for  his  authority  to  interpofe. 

Whilst  James's  attention  was  thus  engrofled  in  giv-  J^';^Jj;^*^^-_ 
ing  fatisfadion  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  affairs  of  gins  to  de- 
Bohemia  began  to  wear  a  threatening  afpec^.  The  elec- 
tor of  Saxony  was  won  over  by  a  jealoufy  of  the  Palf- 
grave's  new  dignity,  and  the  promife  of  Lufatia.  He 
entered  that  country  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men.  The  like  means  was  ufed  to  engage  the  duke  of 
Bavaria,  who,  at  the  head  of  a  catholic  league,  declared 
for  the  emperor.  The  king  of  Spain  was  levying  a 
confiderable  force  in  the  Netherlands  for  his  ufe.  The 
prince  of  Orange,  who  had  urged  the  Palfgrave  to  ac- 
cept the  crown  of  Bohemia,  was  impeded  from  giving 
him  any  confiderable  affiftance  by  the  commotions  his 
condud  had  excited  in  the  United  Provinces  *.     Other. 

*  The  States  were  extremely  inclined  to  fupport  the  king  of  Bohe- 
mia j    but  their  domeftic  quarrels,    and  the  averfion  they  found  in- 
James  to  enter  into  the  quarrel,  prevented  their  exerting  themfelves" 
further  than  the  allowing  him  a  monthly  aid  of  fifty  thoufand  florins. . 

Theyy 
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Add.  i6xo.  flatcs  wcrc  iiifedlcd  by  the  coldnefs  of  England  *,  and 
the  Hungarians  and  Tranfylvanians,  by  means  of  the 
king  of  Poland,  had  been  neccllitatcd  to  make  a  truce 
with  the  emperor. 

The  king  of  France,  who  was  engaged  by  intercfl 
to  interrupt  the  growing  greatnefs  of  the  Auflrian  fa- 
mily, was  kept  in  a  neutrality  by  the  influence  of  his 
favourite  Deluynes.  Deluynes  had  been  bribed  into  this 
mcafure  by  the  gift  of  a  rich  heirefs,  in  the  difpofal  of 
the  aixhduchefs  Ifabella. 

'  They  wrote  a  letter  to  the  proteftant  princes  afiembled  at  Nuremburg, 
to  haften  them  in  their  refolution  for  the  afllftance  of  the  king  of  Bo- 
hemia. They  told  James's  ambalFador,  that  the  Tecurity  of  the  Pala- 
tinate depended  on  the  king  of  England  ;  who,  fhewinghimfelf  and 
his  power  in  time,  would  keep  them  all  in  obedience.  "  In  this  opi- 
nion, writes  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  I  am  daily  aflailed  with  interroga- 
tories what  his  majelly  doth  refolve,  and  what  his  majcfly  will  do." 
Carleton' s  Letters,  p.  43 1 . 

*  Carleton,  the  Englifh  refident  at  the  Hague,  gave  from  thence 
the  following  intelligence  to  the  Englifli  court : 

*'  That  Monficur  Langerac  had  wrote  from  France,  that  the  empe- 
ror's ambaflador  had  obtained  a  private  confent  of  fuccours  from  that 
king  ;  the  apprehenfion  whereof  did  caufe  Broderode,  the  States*  am- 
baflador, to  write  very  fearful  letters  from  Heidelbergh,  as  if  the 
Lower  Palatinate  would  be  a  prey  the  next  fpring  to  the  French, 
Lorrain,  and  the  archduke's  troops.  To  which  he  added,  that  the 
French  agent  there  having  his  means  augmented,  prepared  himfelf  to 
follow  the  king  to  Prague ;  but  in  his  letters  from  the  French  king 
and  commilTion  went  no  farther  in  title  than  what  he  was  wont, 
■which  he  excufed  upon  his  majefty's  not  having  acknowledged  his 
fon-in  law  king  of  Bohemia;  in  which  refped,  he  laid,  it  muft  not  be 
found  ftrange  in  thofe  princes,  who  had  not  fo  near  intereft  as  the 
king  of  England  in  blood  and  tide."    Carleton' s  Letters^  p.  436. 

Besides 


Besides  thefe  difadvantages  which  threatened  the  pro-  Ann.  1620. 
teftant  caufe,  the  conduct  of  the  eledled  king  of  Bohe- 
mia was  weak  and  indifcreet.  He  entrufted  the  com- 
mand of  his  forces  to  prince  Anhalt,  in  preference  to 
two  able  commanders  that  had  already  rendered  him 
confiderable  ferviccs,  the  counts  de  la  Tour  and  Mans- 
feild.  His  domeflic  behaviour  gave  great  offence  to  his  Bumet. 
new  fubjedls :  He  affedtcd  much  ilate  and  grandeur,  and 
his  v/ife  introduced  a  gaiety  which  indeed  flic  had  been 
ufed  to  in  her  father's  court,  but  which  difguftcd  the 
religious  Bohemians,  whofe  zeal  ought  to  have  been 
kept  up  by  a  frugal  appearance,  and  a  ilrid:  feverity  of 
m.anners. 

In  fpite  of  that  averfion  which  James  had  to  enter 
into  any  meafures  that  might  incur  the  difpleafure  of 
Spain,  the  popularity  of  his  fon-in-law's  caufe,  in  a 
manner  obliged  him  to  admit  of  one  regiment's  *  going 
to  the  Palatinate,  to  make  head  againll  Spinola,  who 
had  invaded  it  with  the  Spanifh  forces.  The  fortune  of 
Frederic,  king  of  Boiiemia,  began  now  to  gather  to  a 
erifis  :  A  large  force,  under  the  feveral  commands  of 
Maximilian,  duke  of  Bavaria,  Bucquoy,  and  Balthazar, 
advanced  to  Prague,   J;e  capital  of  Bohemia;  the  Bohe- 

*  This  was  fo  much  againft  the  king's  inclination,  that  Wooton 
told  the  archduke  Leopold,  that  true  it  was  the  Englifh  fubje(5ls  had 
taken  an  alarm,  and  voluntarily  meant  to  facrifice  themfelves  for  the 
defence  of  the  Palatinate,  but  without  his  mailer's  concurrence  of 
money  or  command.  Sir  Horace  Vere  was  colonel  of  this  regiment, 
the  earls  of  Eflex  and  Oxford  captains.  Ellex  penlioned  fifty  men* 
that  went  on  this  expedition,  befides  the  compleat  number  of  his 
own  company.     Sanderfon,  p.  484,  ^  feq. 
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Ann.  162a.  miaii  forces  were  drawn  oift  to  oppofc  them.  On  the 
tory'gainVd  cighth  of  Novcmbcr  a  battle  was  fought,  wliich  gave  a 
.miilh!  ^"^^  <iecifive  vidory  to  the  impcriaUfls,  and  obhgcd  the  khig 
and  queen  to  take  their  flight  towards  Holland.  One 
of  the  chief  reafons  that  occafioned  the  precipitate  fate 
of  this  unfortunate  prince  was  his  fullering  a  difcon- 
tent  to  rife  in  the  army  for  want  of  pay,  though  he 
had  actually  a  great  treafure  by  him,  which,  after  his 
defeat,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 


Prince  Anhalt  immediately  deferted  the  vanquiflied 
party,  and  fought  the  battles  of  the  impcrialills.  The 
generous  la  Tour  and  Mansfeild,  notwithflanding  the  ill 
ulage  they  had  received,  flood  firm  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
bertv,  and  continued  with  the  remainder  of  the  beaten 
forces  to  harrafs  the  countries  dependant  on  the  em- 
peror. 


Death  of 
Anac. 


Anne  of  Denmark,  James's  queen,  did  not  live  to 
fee  the  entire  ruin  of  her  daughter's  fortune.  Her 
death  happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1619,  in 
the  forty-fifth  year  of  her  age.  She  was  a  woman  of  a 
vain,  haughty,  and  violent  temper*.     The  court-amufe- 

*  At  the  time  of  her  daughter's  marriage  with  the  Palfgrave  fhe  had 
been  flattered  from  the  king  of  Spain  with  hopes  that  fhe  might  have 
him  for  a  fon-in-law.  I'his  put  her  into  fo  ill  a  difpofition  for  the 
proteftant  match,  that  Ihe  dcfcended  to  fuch  childilh  exprcflions  of  rc- 
fentment  as  to  call  her  daughter  in  derifion  Good- wife  Palfgrave. 

Spotfwood  gives  us  the  following  account  of  the  violence  of  this 
princefs*s  temper: 

"  Prince  Henry  was  afligned  to  the  care  of  the  earl  of  Mar :  On 
the  queen's  intended  journey  to  London  Ihe  went  to  his  houfe,  and 
demanded  her  fon,  that  he  might  accompany  her.  This  demand  be- 
ing 
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ments  took  their  bias  from  thefe  qualities ;  they  were  Aon.  1620. 
pompous  and  gaudy,  without  any  degree  of  talle  or 
propriety  *.  The  direction  of  the  revels  were  the 
bounds  of  Anne's  empire.  It  was  perhaps  from  the  lit- 
tle influence  fhe  had  over  her  hufband,  that  fhe  efcaped 
the  odium  that  fell  on  all  thofe  that  tranfadled  the  pub- 
lic aflfairs. 

ing  denied  by  the  family  of  the  earl  of  Mar,  flie  became  fo  incenfed 
that  It  occafioned  her  a  fever,  and  that  fever  a  mifcarriage  The 
king  being  advertized  of  her  ficknefs,  fent  the  duke  of  Lenox  with  a 
warrant  to  receive  the  prince,  and  deliver  him  to  the  queen.  Not- 
withftanding  this  indulgence,  fhe  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king,  full  of 
paffion,  requiring  a  public  reparation  by  the  punifhment  of  the  earl 
of  Mar  and  his  fervants.  The  king  fent  her  word,  that  Ihe  fhould 
do  .wifely  to  forget  the  grudges  fhe  carried  to  the  earl  of  Mar.  and 
thank  God  for  the  peaceable  pofTeffion  they  had  obtained  of  the 
kingdom  of  England,  which,  next  under  God,  he  afcribed  to  the 
lafl  negotiation  of  the  earl  of  Mar  in  England.  When  this  mefTa-e 
was  delivered  to  the  queen  fhe  replied,  in  great  wrath,  that  fhe  r^'a- 
ther  would  have  wifhed  never  to  fee  England,  than  to  be  in  any  fort 
beholden  to  the  carl  of  Mar."    Spotfwood,  p.  477. 

♦  The  two  following  authentic  letters  are  examples  of  die  kind  of 
yulgarnefs  that  prevailed  in  this  princefs,  and  confequcntly  infeded 
the  whole  court. 

Queen  Anne  to  king  James. 
«  I  am  glad  that  our  brother's  horfe  'does  pleafe  you,  and  that  my 
dog  Stenmet  does  well;  for  I  did  command  him  that  he  Ihould  make 
your  ear  hang  like  a  few's  lug,  and  when  he  comes  home  I  will  treat 
nim  better  than  any  other  dog." 

Qiieen  Anne  to  vifcount  Villiers. 
«  You  do  well  in  tugging  the  few's  earf,  and  I  thank  you  for  it. 
and  would  have  you  do  fe  ftiH,  upon  condition  that  you  continue  a 

folio  6986°^  '°      "'  '"'*  ^  ''^''^'  ''"'  '°  ^"^   ^^^-  ^"'•JbMuf'um, 


•  The  kiijg  of  Denmark. 


t  Vifcount  Vniiers. 


X  King  James. 

James 


r  M 


V-  ,^i 


•A 


'  1 

•J) 


:''>l 


»54 

Ann;  1620. 
Scnevolence. 


ILaplo* 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

Tames  attempted  to  turn  to  his  own  pecuniary  advan- 
tage  the  zeal  which  the  people  exprefled  for  the  reinftat- 
ing  of  the  Palfgrave's  fortune.     On  the  almoft  entire 
lofs  of  the  palatinate  a  benevolence  was  demanded,  as 
an  aid  towards  its  recovery.    Whether  the  people  looked 
upon  this  as  an  excufe  only  to  extort  money  from  them; 
whether  they  were  difgufled  at  its  being  demanded  at  a 
time  too  late  to  exped  any  fruits  from  fuch  an  affift- 
ance  ;  or  whether  they  were  unwilling  to  encourage  the 
examples  of   thefe   illegal  methods   of  raifmg   money,  - 
the  king  got  little  from  his  fubjeas  by  this  ftratagem*. 
He  foon  after  called  a  parliament,  forming  great  hopes 
from  the  general  difpofition  towards  a  German  war. 

WHH.E  the  people  were  encouraged  to  believe  that 
the  king  would  really  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  pala- 
tinate,   Buckingham   writes   a    letter    to   Gondcmar,  m 
which  he  affures  him,   "   That   his  mafter  was  deter- 
mined  to  remain  neuter  for  the  reafons  of  confciencc, 
honour,  and  example.     On  the  firft  reafon,  the  church 
very  juftly  oppofed  the  principle  of  the  jefuits,  who  take 
upon  them  to  enthrone  and  dethrone  princes  according 
to  their  fancy,  that  our  religion  enjoins  us  to  obey  our 
prince  and  fovereigns,  though  they  (hould  be  Turks  or 
infidels.     Secondly,  that  if  he  affifted  his  fon-m-law  m 
this  affair  his  adtions  would  be  contrail  to  his  protefta- 
tions,  which  would  be  very  dilhonourablc.     Thirdly,  it 
was  a  very   dangerous   precedent   againft  all  Chriflian? 

*  James  at  this  time  demanded  a  benevolence  from  his  Scotch  fub- 
jefts,  but  every  rank  of  people  excufed  themfblves  from  compliance. 
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kings,  to  allow  of  tlie  tranflation  of  a  crown  by  tli€  Ann.  i6«. 
authority  of  the  people." 


M 


At  the  fame  time  that  James  was  giving  thefe  full 
afTurances  to  the  Spanifh  minifler,  his  ambailadors  were 
dancing  attendance  at  every  prince's  court  in  Germany, 
to  endeavour  to  incline  them  to  the  pacific  meafures  of 
their  mafler.     The  arguments  they  made  ufe  of  on  this 
occafion,  fhewed  fo  flrongly  James's  determined  purpofe^ 
that  it  confirmed  the  coidnefs  of  the  proteflant  allies, 
and  freed  their  antagonifls  from  the  apprehenfions  of  a 
powerful  oppofition.     Mean  wliile  the  regiment  of  Eng 
lifli  volunteers,  not  having  been  joined  by  any  confider 
able  force,  had  been  able  to  do  fo  little  in  the  palatinatCf 
that   that  country  had   fallen   almofl  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  Spinola,  the  Spanifh  commander.     Whilfl  tlie 
king  of  Spain  was  thus  com  pleating  the  deflru€lion  of 
James's  family,  Gondemar  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade 
him,  in  fpite  of  his  avei'fion  to  warlike  enterprizes,  to 
fend  out  a  naval  force  againfl  the  Algerines,  who  began 
to  be  formidable  to  the  Spaniards :  At  the  fame  time  the 
ambaflador  was  fuffered  to  buy  up  all  kind  of  warlike 
flores  to  fupply  the  Spanifh  magazines.    Thefe  were  not 
the  only  inflances  of  a  furprizing   power  which  this 
fubtle  genius  had  over  the  weak  mind  of  the  Englifh 
monarch :  He  a(5lually  perfuaded  him  that  his  mafter  a 
conqucfl  of  the  palatinate  would  accelerate  its  reftora- 
tion,  as  it  would  be  a  gallant  prefent  for  the  infanta  to 
give  on  her  marriage. 
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James  was  not  the  only  dupe  to  the  artifices  of  Gon* 
demar.     Marco  Antonio  de  Dominis,  archbiihop  of  Spo^ 
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Am.  i6ro.  leto,  fell  a  vi6lim  to  his  enfnaring  courtefy :  He  came 
into  England  in  the  year  i  6i  8,  abjured  the  Roman  ca- 
tholic faith,  and  was  preferred  to  the  mafterfhip  of  the 
Savoy,  and  the  deanry  of  Windfor.  After  fome  years* 
flay,  though  he  was  grown  old  and  infirm,  he  fufFered 
himfelf  to  be  gained  by  the  hopes  of  a  cardinal's  hat, 
and  returned  to  Rome  to  be  reconciled  to  that  church. 
Inftead  of  being  prefented  with  a  cardinal's  hat,  he  was 
thrown  into  the  inquifition,  and,  after  his  death,  his 
body  was  publicly  burnt. 


Hafhwortli. 


FarHament. 
FarUam.  Hift. 


To  create  a  confidence  in  the  enfuing  parliament  of  a 
real  intention  to  recover  the  palatinate  by  the  force  of 
arms,  nine  commiflioners  were  appointed  to  confider 
what  proportion  of  men,  fhipping,  and  treafure,  would 
be  fufficient  for  the  enterprize.  The  earl  of  Eflex,  one 
of  the  officers  in  the  regiment  now  in  Germany,  who 
had  juft  returned  from  that  country,  was  one  of  thefe 
commiflioners. 

The  tongues  of  men  were  fo  bufy  in  ccnfuring  the 
government,  that  proclamations  continually  ifTued  againft 
excefs  of  fpeech ;  all  of  them  were  in  threatening 
flrains,  but  as  the  individual  offenders  were  fcrcened  by 
their  multitude,  thefe  proclamations  ferved  only  to  en- 
creafe  their  clamour. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  January,  according  to  the  king*s 
appointment,  the  parliament  met.  In  the  beginning  of 
James's  fpeech  to  this  aflembly,  he  laments  the  little  in- 
fluence his  wife  and  florid  difcourfes  have  hitherto  had 
over  parliaments*     "  I  may  truly  fay,  faid  he,  that  I 

have 
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have  piped  unto  you,  but  you  have  not  danced ;  I  have  Ann.  1620. 
often  mourned,  but  you  have  not  lamented."  He  then 
makes  the  following  curious  definition  of  the  nature  of 
parliaments  :  "  I  know  there  are  divers  forts  of  foreign 
parliaments,  fome  more,  fome  lefs,  in  number ;  but  I 
leave  them  ; — only  this  I  would  have  you  to  obferve, 
that  it  is  a  vain  thing  for  a  parliament-man  to  prefs  to 
be  popular,  for  there  is  no  fliate  or  parliament  without 
a  monarchy ;  fo  the  Grizons,  Swiffes,  and  Low  Coun- 
tries, which  are  governed  without  a  king,  have  no  par- 
liaments, but  councils  and  ailemblies :  This  I  put  you 
in  mind  of,  that  you  fervc  under  a  monarch,  and  that 
you  mull:  ftand  or  fall  with  it."  By  James's  manner  of 
expreffing  himfelf  it  is  not  eafy  to  find  out  the  diftinc- 
tion  he  endeavours  to  demonftrate ;  fince,  if  the  defign 
of  the  body  of  men  he  addreffed  had  been  to  procure  to 
themfelves  fovereignty,  it  would  be  of  little  confequence 
to  tliem  whether  they  were  called  an  aflembly,  council, 
or  parliament.  James  affures  the  parliament,  that  he 
will  do  nothing  in  the  Spanifh  match  that  fhall  not  be 
for  the  good  of  religion.  The  trial  of  his  fincerity  he 
refers  to  his  works  and  writings,  wherein  he  fays,  "  He 
has  been  a  martyr  tortured  in  the  mouths  of  the  vul- 
gar." He  hopes  they  will  truft  the  wifdom  of  their 
king  fo  far,  diat  he  will  never  do  one  thing  in  public 
and  another  in  private  ;  the  main  end  of  his  calling 
them  together,  he  owns,  is  for  a  fupply  for  his  neceffw 
ties  ;  he  draws  a  comparifon  between  his  prefcnt  fitua- 
tion,  and  "  That  of  a  woman  with-child,  that  has  gone 
her  time  of  travail  ;  only  inftead  of  months,  himfelf 
had  gone  ten  years,  and  therefore  it  was  full  time  that 
he  fliould  be  delivered  of  his  wants/'     He  eives  a  de- 
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Ann.  i6zo.    tail  of  his  prcfent  ceconomy;  "  That  ten  thoufand  a-ycar 
was  abated  in  his  houfhold   expence-,    that  his  young 
admiral  *,    out  of  the   love   he   bore  to  him,   had,  by 
taking  all   upon  himfelf,   faved   him  the   envy  which 
fudi  a  particular  furvey  would  otherwife  have  occafioned 
him;    that   the   expence   of  the  navy  was    diminifhed 
twenty-five  thoufand   pounds  f."     He  then  tells  them, 
**  That  the  fecond  caufe  for  this  call  of  parliament  is 
the  miferable  and  torn  eftate  of  chriftendom."     He  men- 
tions the  money  it  coil  him  in  Doncafter's  embaflies  to 
compofe  differences,  and  blames  his  fon-in-law  for  ac- 
cepting the  crown  from   the  alienated  flates.     He  pro- 
ceeds to  give  his  reafons  for  not  having  interfered  in 
the  caufe :  «  Firft,  faid  he,  I  would  not  make  religion 
the  caufe  of  depofing  kings ;  I  leave  that  to  the  jefuits 
to  make  religion  a  caufe  to  take  away  crowns.     Next,  I 
was  not  a  fit  judge  between  them,  for  they  might  fay 
to  me  as  he  faid  to  Mofes,  Who  made  thee  a  judge  over 
us  ?  and  myfelf  would  not  be  content  for  them  to  judge 
whether  I  were  a  king  or  not.     Laftly,  becaufe  I  had 
been  a  meddler,  and  then  to  determine  my  fon  might 
take  the   crown  upon  him,  had  been  improper."      He 
next  informs  them,  "  That  he  has  fpent  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  prevent  the  palatinate  from  being 
invaded ;  and  that  he  will  leave  no  travel  untried  to  ob- 
tain a  happy  peace."      After  having  given  a  hint  of  his 
merit  in  expending  forty  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  pi- 

) 

*  The  duke  of  Buckingham. 

t  The  navy  at  this  time  was  fuffered  to  go  to  decay.  Gondemar 
bad  told  James,  that  furnifhing  a  naval  force  would  breed  fufpicion  in 
the  king  his  mafter,  and  avert  his  mind  from  the  intended  alliance. 
Rujhwortb^  vol.  I.  p-  3. 
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ratical  war,  he  defires  them  to  confider  if  he  deferved  Ann.  i6ao.- 
not  refpedt.  "  How  happy  a  fame  will  it  be,  concludes 
he,  that  he  is  reverenced  by  his  people,  and  reciprocally 
loves  them  ?  Now  {hall  I  be  honoured  by  my  neighbour 
princes,  and  my  government,  peradventure,  made  an 
example  for  pollerity  to  follow." 

Whatever  might  be  the  effbfls  that  this  wife  and 
perfuafive  fpeech  had  upon  the  parliament,  their  firft 
tranfa(5lion  was  a  petition  to  the  king  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  laws  againft  jefuits,  feminary  priefts,  and  po- 
pi(h  recufants  *.  They  then  entered  on  the  confideration 
of  thofe  numberlefs  grievances  under  which  the  fubjedls 
had  laboured  in  their  perfons,  property,  and  apprehen- 
Con,  during  the  vacancy  of  parliament. 

The  Commons,  not  to  lofe  the  only  moments  that 
rendered  them  capable  of  ferving  their  country,  waved 
the  arguments  that  the  courtiers  made  ufe  of  for  a 
fpeedy  fupply  f,    and  entered  into  proceedings  on  the 

♦  In  the  debate  concerning  this  bufinefs  in  the  lower  houfe.  Sir  Je- 
fome  Horfey  moved  that  four  or  fix  members  fliould  be  appointed  to^ 
learch  the  v.iults  and  cellars  under  the  parliament-houfe  twice  a-weck. 
Parliartt.  Hift.  vol.  V.  p.  ^2y. 

The  papifts  at  this  time  met  with  fuch  encourag«ment  from  the- 
miniftry,  that  they  made  no  fcruple  to  declare  that  they  expeded  li- 
berty of  confcience,  and  a  toleration  of  their  religion..  ' 

-}-  On  this  fubjed  of  fupply  Sir  William  Cope  moved,  that  a  com-^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  fhould  fit  every  afternoon  to  confider  the 
(bate  of  Chriftendom,  England,  the  ftate  of  wars,  and  the  bed  means 
to  carry  them  on.  Sir  John  Davys  argued,  on  the  fide  of  the  court,, 
to  give  fpeedily,  that  all  men  run  together  to  quench  a  fire,  though- 

they  were  not  a  fire,  yet  the  palatinate  was  on  fire,,  religion,  was  on? 
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A*n.  1620.  many  vexatious  grants  that  had  harrafled  the  fubjed 
during  this  long  period  of  {even  years.  The  moft  glar- 
ing abufes  were,  difpenfations  of  penal  ilatutes  in  the 
farming  out  inns*  grants  of  monopolies,  and  grants 
of  concealments  f.     A  patent  for  the  fole  making  of 

fire,  and  all  other  countries  on  fire.  Sir  James  Perrot  moved,  that 
fupply  and  grievances  might  be  as  twins,  to  go  together,  and  have  no 
precedency.  There  had  been  a  proclamation,  he  faid,  to  xeftrain 
fpcaking  on  matters  of  ftate,  and  the  king's  fpeech  had  confirmed  itj 
that  there  was  alfo  reftraints  put  on  petitioning  in  religious  matters. 
He  moved  for  a  petition  to  the  king  to  explain  himfelf  what  he  in- 
tended by  matters  of  ftate.  If  recufants  and  the  like,  fo  monopo- 
lies, &c.  may  come  within  the  compafs  of  the  prerogative ;  even  for 
the  palatinate,  what  to  be  given,  how  to  be  employed,  may  come 
■within  the  compafs  of  matters  of  ftate.  A  committee  might  form 
fuch  a  petition,  and  bring  it  into  the  houfe  to-morrow.  He  was  at^ainft 
a  conference  with  th^  Lords,  for  in  the  laft  parliament  they  rejefted  a 
conference.  Sir  Edward  Coke  urged,  that  the  privileges  of  the  houfe 
concerned  the  whole  kingdom  :  "  But  take  heed,  faid  he,  that  we 
lofe  not  our  liberties  by  petitioning  for  leave  to  treat  of  grievances. 
No  proclamation  can  be  of  force  againft  an  ad  of  parliament.  In 
Edward  the  Third's  time  a  parliament  was  holden  every  year,  that  the 
people  might  complain  of  grievances.  If  a  proclamation  comes 
againft  this  the  law  is  to  be  obeyed,  and  not  the  proclamation.  The 
fourth  of  Henry  the  Eighth  Strowde  moved  againft  the  ftannary-court, 
but  was  fined  after  the  parliament,  and  imprifoned  by  the  fteward  of 
the  ftannary :  Thereupon  a  law  enfued  for  freedom  of  fpeech  in  the 
houfe,  but  it  ought  to  be  done  in  due  and  orderly  manner."  Farliam, 
Hift,  vol.  V.  p.  329,  y  y^^.  . 

*  Exceffive  fines  were  fet  upon  thefe  houfes  of  public  refrefliment ; 
the  licenfing  them  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  proper  magi- 
ftrates,  viz.  the  juftices  of  the  peace.  By  this  means  all  kind  of  dif- 
orderly  perfons  were  permitted  to  keep  inns. 

t  Thefe  were  grants  of  concealed  titles  to  lands.     By  this  means 
people  were  turned  out  of  what  they  had  been  long  in  pofleffion  of, 
after  having  fpent  great  fums  on  improvements.     The  Commons  com- 
plained 


gold  lace  both  given  to  Sir  Giles  Mompeflbn,  a  creature  Ann.  1625, 
of  the  favourite's.  Sir  Edward  Villiers  had  a  large  fhare 
in  the  profits,  though  his  name  was  left  out  of  the  pa- 
tent. The  privilege  of  the  patentee  went  fo  far  as  the 
power  of  imprifoning  all  thofe  -that  fliould  prefume  to 
make  this  commodity,  and  even  to  enter*  their  houfes, 
and  forcibly  take  away  fuch  goods.  By  the  means  of 
fo  extenfive  a  privilege,  through  the  avarice  of  the  pa- 
tentee, all  the  gold  lace  then  made  was  adulterated  to  lefs 
than  half  its  value  *. 

The  unravelling  thefe  complicated  fcenes  of  villainy 
began  to  make  James  tremble  for  his  favourite.  He 
would  have  diflblved  the  parliament,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  artful  counfel  of  John  Williams,  dean  of  Wefl- 
minfter,  who  advifed  him  to  facrifice  every  other  crimi- 
nal to  the  public  refentment,  and  footh  them  with  an 
ailurance  that  it  was  propofed  by  Buckingham.  Wil- 
liams's advice  was  follawed,  and  Buckingham  declared 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  that  though  he  had  two  brothers 
called  in  queftion,  he  would  not  defend  them,  but  leave  » 
them  to  the  cenfure  of  parliament.  This  appearance  of 
candor,  and  the  fear  of  being  taxed  with  giving  any 

plained  that  a  cathedral  and  twelve  hofpitals  had  been  fwallowed  up 
by  it. 

*  In  a  conference  on  thefe  fubje(5^s  between  the  two  houfes,  the 
lord  chancellor  and  the. lord  treasurer  had  ftood  up  improperly  to 
fpeak  in  their  own  defence.  The  lord  chamberlain  complained  to  the 
upper  houfe  of  this  irregularity,  and  termed  them  two  Great  Lords : 
This  diilindtion  was  objedted  to  by  the  lord  Spencer :  It  was  agreed 
that  no  Lords  of  that  houfe  were  to  be  called  Great  Lords,  they  be- 
ing all  peers. 

Y  delay 
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Ann.  i6zo.  delay  to  a  meafure  fo  popular  as  the  German  war,  made 
the  Commons  part  with  two  fubfidies,  and  abate  of  thofe 
fcrutinizing  enquiries  that  might  affed  the  miniiler,  and 
prevent  tlie  bringing  other  criminals  to  juftice. 

Bacon accufcd  AMONG  th^  numberlefs  evidences  which  thronged  to 
SonTn  yf '  accufe  the  corrupt  minillers  of  the  crown,  matters  of 
*'^'*'  high  importance  were  charged  againft  Bacon,  who  had 

fome  time  enjoyed  the  chancellorfhip,  and  was  now  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  title  of  vifcount  St.  Albans.     He  was^ 
not  only  accufed  of  having  fet  the  feal  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  illegal  patents,  but  even  of  bribery  in  the  exer.- 
cife  of  his  office  as  chancellor*. 

The  encouragement  which  James  had. been  prevailccV! 
on  to  give  towards  the  difcovery  of  the  iniquitous  prac- 
tices of  the  times,  was  too  great  to  make  an  honoura-  ' 
ble  retreat.     Buckingham  and  the  chancellor  could  not- 
both  be  preferved  without  the  diflblution   of  the  parlia- 
ment, and   fuch   a  ftep   muft   have  tacidy   condemned 
both  the  monarch  and  the  minifter,  whofe  reputations 
could  no  otherwife  be  preferved  but  by  the  facrifice  of 
jkaa.  1621.    their  corrupt  inftruments.     James  was   fo  folicitous  to 
clear  himfelf  from  any  imputation  of  blame,  that  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  enquiries,  he  came  to  the  houfe 
'      of  Lords,  and  made  ufe  of  the  Ilrongeft  terms  to  pro- 
fefs  his  innocence  t,  and  defire  of  juftice  on  the  delin- 

♦  In  the  complaint  which  the  Commons  brought  up  againft  the  lord 

chancellor.  Dr.  Field,  the  bifhop  of  Landaff,  was  accufed  of  brocage 

in  a  bribe  intended  for  the  chancellor.     Pdrliam.  Hiji.  vol.  V.  p.  SS^' 

fc?  feq. 

-h  The  houfes  had  been  told,  that  he  had  done  nothing  in   thcfe 

cafes . 
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quents.     Thus   encouraged,    the  Lords   proceeded  with  Ann.  ,^ti. 
iical.      An  accufation  of  four-and-twenty  articles  of  bri- 
bery, was  brought   into  their  houfe  by  the  Commons 
againft  the   chancellor.     This  unfortunate   tool  of  go- 
vernment was   even   obliged    to   abandon   his    defence. 
The  king  would  not  hazard  his  appearing  to  plead  his 
caufe.     An  ample  confeffion  of  the  whole  charge,  with  bacon's  fai 
fome  trifling  extenuations,  was  figned  by  him,  with  an  ParUam.Hiit 
humble  petition  for  a  favourable  fentence  *.     Thus  ig- 

cafes  without  having  .referred  the  fame  to  feveral  judges  for  the  point 

of  law,  and  to  divers  lords  for  the  point  of  commodity.     Thefe  were        ♦ 

the  lord  chancellor,  three  of  the  judges,  and  ferjeant  Finch. 

In  the  fpeeches  he  made  on  this  occafion  he  faid,  «  That  If  the  Parliam.HIft. 
enormities  complained  of  had  been  laid  before  him,  he  would  have 
punifhcd  the  delinquents  as  feverely  out  of  parliament,  and  peradven- 
ture  more  than  the  parliament  intended  to  pun ifh  them."  He  told 
thehovifc,  "That  he  believed  their  body  had  bribed  his  fon  to  do 
good  offices  for  them."  And  added,  "  The  like  I  may  fay  of  one 
that  fits  there-Buckingham:  He  hath  been  fo  ready  upon  all  occa- 
fions  to  do  good  offices  both  for  the  houfe  in  general,  and  every  mem, 
ber  thereof  in  particular."  /        " 

James,  amongft  others  of  thefe  kind  of  cajolements,  praifed  much 
the  intention  of  a  bill  againft  informers.     "  Such  a  bill,  faid  he    will 
be  the  greateft  eafe,  both  to  me  and  all  thofe  that  are  near  about  me 
at  court    that  maybe;  fori  remember  that  fince  the  beginning  of 
this  parliament  Buckingham  hath  told  me.  He  never  found  fuch  q°uiet 
and  reft  as  in  this  time  of  pariiament,  from  projeclors  and  informers 
who,  at  other  times,  miferably  vexed  him  at  all  hours,"     He  told  the 
Lords    "  That  he  acknowledged  their  houfe  to  be  the  fupreme  court 
of  juftice,  m  which  he  was  ever  prefent  by  reprefentation  ;   that  he 
could  not  give  them  a  greater  afiurance  nor  better  pledcre  of  liis  pur 
pofe,  than  by  the  honour  he  had  done  them  of  placing  his  only  fon 
among  them." 

^  *  One  of  the  ardcles  of  his  charge  is  to  this  purpofe  :  The  vintners 
in  London  refufed  to  give  above  a  certain  price  for  wine;  the  mer- 
chants complained  to  the  council ;  the  king  made  a  reference  to  the 
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nominious  was  the  fall  of  the  famous  Bacon,  dcfpica- 
ble  in  all   the  active  part  of  life,  and  only  glorious  in 
the  contemplative.     Him  the  rays  of  knowledge  ferved 
but  to  embellifh,  not  enlighten ;  and  philofophy  itfelf 
was  degraded  by  a  conjunction  with  his  mean  foul  *. 
He  did  not  furvive,  above  five  years,  this  public  dif- 
grace.     We  are  told  that  he  often  lamented  that  ambi- 
tion and  falfe  glory  had  diverted  him  from  fpending 
his  whole  time  in  the  manner  worthy  of  his  extenfive 
genius  ;  but  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe  from 
his  condu(5l,  that  thefe  fentiments  arofe  from  the  weight 
of  his   mortifications,  and  not  from  the  convidlion  of 
his  judgment.     He   preferred  many  mean  applications 
to  James,    and  continued  to  flatter   him  fo  far,  as  ta 
paint  his  grandfather,  Henry  the  Seventh  f,  in  an  amia- 
ble light.     This  management  obtained  the  pardon  of 
his  whole  fentence,   which  was,    A  fine   of  forty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  imprifonment  in   the  Tower   during   the- 
kings  plcafure,  to  be  for  ever  incapable  of  any  office^ 
place,  or  employment  in  the  commonwealth,  and  never 

chancellor  •,  the  chancellor  ordered  the  vintners  to  give  the  price  de- 
manded, and  imprifoned  two  or  three  of  the  mod  obftinate,  till  they 
complied.      For  his  pains   he  received   a  prefenc   of  one    thoufand 
pounds.     BacorCs  Submijfion.     State  Trials^  2d  edit.  voL  I.  p.  364. 

»«  It  may  feem  to  iis  remarkable,  fays  an  ingenious  writer,  that  Ba- 
con was  not  accufcd  for  arbitrary  proceedings,  but  for  corruption." 

•  During  the  time  he  had  the  fcals,  he  received  a  number  of  let- 
ters from  Buckingham  in  favour  of  different  people  who  had  caufes 
depending  in.Chancery.  There  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  every 
one  of  thefe  mandates  were  implicitly  obeyed  by  the  obedient  chan- 
cellor.    Thefe  letters  are  in  a  late  colleaion  publilhed  by  Dr.  Birch.. 

f  James  idolized  the  charafter  of  this  monarch,  and  affeded  to  re- 
fcmble  him*.    It  was  at  his  defire  that  Bacon  undertook  this  work. 
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to  fit  again  in  parliament,  or  come  within  the  verge  of  Ann.  1621, 
the  court.  Befides  the  favour  of  a  pardon,  he  retained 
a  nominal  penfion  of  eighteen  hundred  pounds  a-year ; 
but  through  the  deficiency  of  its  payment  he  languifhed 
out  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  indigent  circumfl:ances  *. 
It  is  needlefs  for  an  hiftorian  to  defcribe  the  ftrength  or 
extent  of  his  genius ;  his  precious  bequefts  to  poflerity' 
paint  them  ftronger  than  can  any  other  pen. 

Williams  received  the  advantage  of  the  counfel  that 
was  fo  fatal  to  Bacon :  Buckingham,  having  no  other 
creature  in  whofe  underflanding  and  compliance  he 
could  fo  thoroughly  confide,  depofited  the  feals  in  his 
hands,  with  the  title  of  lord  keeper  inflead  of  lord  chan- 
cellor ;  this  office  fo  nominated  being  held  at  the  king's  "  wutas!^ 
pleafure  f-     The  delinquents  of  an  inferior  order  met 

*  It  appears  from  Letters,  &c.  publilhed  by  Dr.  Birch,  that  James 
made  a  kind  of  promife  that  Bacon's  fortune  Ihould  not  be  affected  by 
his  difgrace.  This  promife  was  fo  ill  kept,  that,  in  a  letter  of  Ba- 
con's to  the  king  (in  the  fame  colledion),  he  complains,  that  the 
penfion  of  eighteen  hundred  a-year,  which  he  had  enjoyed  during  his 
profperity,  was  ftopt,  and  that  there  was  eight  hundred  pounds  in  ar- 
rears due  upon  it.  Among  the  many  petitions  he  preferred  to  Buck- 
in  f»ham  for  a  fubfiftence,  he  defcended  to  afk  the  provoftlhip  of  Eaton 
fchool,  and  was  denied.  York-houfe  and  his  manor  of  Gorhambury 
were  fold  to  pay  his  debts,  and  himfelf  reduced  to  take  up  with  a 
lodging  in  Gray's- Inn,  which  he  inhabited  whilft  he  was  a  pradical 
lawyer. 

-f-  This  important  alteration,  with  the  giving  of  the  feals  to  a 

churchman,  not  bred  in  the  knowlege  of  the  laws,  and  ths  dodrine- 

of  whofe  profefTion  taught  him  implicit  obedience  to  the  throne,  fully 

demonftrate  an  intention  in  James  to  fubjeft  the  civil  jurifdidion  to 

,  r^yal  caprice.     All  the  precedents  of  beftowing  this  place  to  other 

than. 
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Ann.  i6u.  with  a  punilhmcnt  no  Icfs  fevere  than  Bacon's.  Sir 
Giles  Mompeflba  was  degraded  from  the  order  of 
knighthood,  ordained  to  {land  perpetually  in  the  degree 

v^.vTp.^ss'  ^^  ^  perfon  out-lawed,  his  teftimony  to  be  received  in 
no  court,  to  be  excepted  out  of  all  pardons  hereafter  to 
be  granted,  to  be  imprifoned  during  life,  not  to  ap- 
proach within  twelve  miles  of  the  courts  of  the  king 
and  prince,  nor  of  the  king's  high  courts  ufually  holden 
at  Weftminller,  his  lands  for  life  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
king,  to  undergo  fine  and  ranfom  at  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  difabled  to  hold  any  office  in  the  com- 
monwealth, and,  laftly,  to  be  ever  held  an  infamous 
perfon  *.     Sir  Francis  Mitchel,  a   neceflitous  jullice   of 

than  a  lawyer  happened  in  times  when  the  common  law  of  England 
was  neither  fo  full  nor  fo  well  eftablifhed  as  it  was  at  this  period. 

*  Though  Sir  Edward  Coke  had  quoted  many  precedents  to  prove 
that  the  lower  houfe  had  in  itfelf  the  power  of  punifhment,  and  that 
judicial,  yet  the  Commons  for  the  prefent  waved  this  pretenfion,  and 
yielded  the  point  of  fentence  to  the  Lords.  Moreover,  it  had  been 
ordered,  that  whatlbever  fhould  be  delivered  by  Sir  Edward  Coke 
fhould  be  concealed,  upon  pain  of  cenfure,  till  the  conference  with 
that  houfe  was  pad. 

The  Lords  had  requefled  that  thofe  members  who  were  the  accu- 
fers  of  Sir  Giles  Mompefibn  fliould  be  put  upon  oath.  A  long  de- 
bate enfued  upon  this  tJemand,  in  which  many  ftrong  arguments 
were  urged  by  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Mr.  Glanville,  Mr.  Noye,  and 
others,  that  it  would  be  againft  the  honour  of  the  houfe  to  vield  this 
po'inx  to  the  Lords.  An  apprehenfion  left  a  difpute  at  this  critical 
time  fhould  fruftrate  the  defired  condemnation,  determined  the  refult 
to  be  a  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  the  upper  houfe.  Mr.  Noye 
moved  it  Ihould  be  entered,  "  It  was  fo  ordered  by  the  motion  of 
the  parties  themfelves  that  were  to  be  fworn,  with  a  proteftation  here- 
upon on  the  meflage,  and  for  that  the  caufe  is  of  an  extraordinary 
nature,  and  that  they  cannot  judge  of  it  there,  as  we  here,  becaufe  wc 
had  Sir  Giles  Mompeflbn  prefent,  they  have  not." 

the 
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tfie  peace,  was  found  to  be  concerned  in  fomc  of  the  Ann.  1621. 
oppreffive  patents  :  His  fentence  was  degradation,  impri- 
fonment  during  the  king's  pleafure,  a  fine  of  one  thou- 
fand pounds,  and  to  be  difabled  from  holding  any  of» 
fice  under  the  king  or  commonwealth**. 

Sir  Henry  Yelver ton,  who  was  at  this  titne  a  prifbner 
in  the  Tower,  from  a  fentence  of  the  ftar-chamber,  for 
having  enlarged  a  charter  given  to  the  city  of  London 
beyond  the  king's  warrant,  was  accufed  in  this  bufmefs 
of  illegal  grants.  He  had  obtained  the  office  of  attor- 
ney-general by  the  means  of  Somerfet ;  his  adherence 
to  his  patron  had  rendered  him  the  object  of  Buckings 
ham's  averfion,  who  had  actually  ftirrcd  up  the  profecu- 
tion  againft  him,  and  had  affiimed  fo  infolent  a  car- 
riage, even  on  his  firft  favour  from  James,  as  to  make 
ufe  of  this  fcoffing  cxpreffion,  "  That  he  would  make 
Yelverton  the  pooreft  attorney  in  England."  From  a  con-  cabaia. 
tinuation  of  the  fame  animofity,  James  was  incited  to 
propofe  to  the  Lords  to  give  up  his  prifoner  to  the  rigor 
of  their  judgment.     Yelverton   was   brought    to    their 

*  The  manner  of  his  degradation  was  as  follows :  He  was  brought 
by  the  (heriffs  of  London  to  Weftminfter-hall ;  then  followed  the 
commiflioners  for  the  office  of  earl  marflial  -,  Sir  Francis  Mitchel  was  Cambdcn^s 
brought  before  thefe,  and  his  fentence  read  by  a  purfuivant  •,  his  fpurs  -^^o*'** 
were  hacked  in  pieces  by  the  fcrvants  of  the  comniiflioners,  and 
thrown  away,  his  filver  fv/ord  was  taken  from  his  fide,  broke  over  his 
head,  and  flung  away;  then  he  was  pronounced  no  longer  to  be  a 
knight,  but  a  knave. 

This  wretch  was  imprifoned  in  the  gaol  at  Finfbury-fields,  in  the 
fame  chamber  that  he  had  provided  for  others  ;  the  place  of  his  im--  - 
prifonment  was  part  of  his  fentence. 

bar,. 


i^il 


f- 


•*• 


'• 


i63 

Ann.  1621. 


HISTORY     OF    ENGLAND. 

bar,  and  pleaded  his  caufe,  though  not  to  the  clearing 
of  his  own  charadler,  yet  much  to  the  difrcputation  of 
James  and  his  favourite :  He  (hewed  the  neceflity  he 
lay  under  either  of  lofing  his  bread,  or  of  obeying  all 
their  illegal  injunelions  *.     James  was  fo  nettled  at  this 

*  "  My  moft  noble  lords,  faid  he,  knowing  that  my  lord  of  Buck- 
ing was  ever  at  his  majefty's  hand,  ready,  upon  every  occafion,  to 
hew  me  down,  out  of  the  honeft  fear  of  a  fervant,  not  to  offend  fo 
gracious  a  mailer  as  his  majefty  hath  ever  been  to  me,  I  did  commit 
them,  viz.  the  filk-men. 

"  As  to  the  patent  of  inns,  I  cannot  but  herein  bemoan  my  un- 
happinefs,  that  in  the  laft  caufe  labouring  by  all  means  to  advance  the 
profit  of  his  majefty,  and  in  this,  with  the  fight  almoft  of  my  own 
ruin,  to  preferve  his  majefty's  honour  and  the  quiet  of  the  people,  I 
am  yet  drawn  in  queftion,  as  if  I  had  equally  difhonoured  his  majefty 
in  both. 

"  When  Sir  Giles  faw  I  would  not  be  moved  to  offend  his  majefty 
by  his  diredions,  I  received  a  meflage  from  Mr.  Emerfon,  fent  me  by 
Sir  Giles,  that  I  would  run  myfelf  upon  the  rocks,  and  that  I  fliould 
not  hold  my  place  long,  if  I  did  thus  withftand  the  patent  of  inns, 
or  to  that  effed.  Soon  after  came  Sir  Giles  himfelf,  and  like  a  herald 
at  arms  told  me.  That  he  had  this  meflage  to  ^^quaint  me  with  from 
my  lord  of  Buckingham,  that  I  fliould  not  hold  my  place  a  month 
if  I  did  not  conform  myfelf.  in  a  better  manner  to  the  patent  of  inns, 
for  my  lord  had  obtained  it  by  favour,  and  would  maintain  it  by  his 
power. 

"  How  could  I  but  ftartle  at  this  pafl*age  ?  I  faw  here  was  a  great 
afluming  of  power  to  himfelf,  to  place  or  difplace  an  officer  at  his 
pleafure  :  I  faw  myfelf  caft  upon  two  main  rocks,  either  treacheroufly 
to  forfake  the  ftanding  his  majefty  had  fet  me  on,  or  elfe  to  endan'^er 
myfelf  by  a  bye-blow,  and  to  hazard  my  fortune- 

"  I  humbly  befeech  your  lordfhips  to  think,  that  nature  will  ftrug- 
gle,  when  flie  fees  her  place  and  means  of  living  thus  afl!aultcd  •,  for 
now  it  was  come  to  this,  Whether  I  would  obey  his  majefty  or  my 
lord,  if  Sir  Giles  fpoke  true :  Yet  I  refolved  on  this  to  be  as  ftubborn 
as  Mordecai,  not  to  ftoop,  or  pafs  thofe  gracious  bounds  his  majefty 
had  prefcribed  to  me. 

**  Soon 


JAMES       I. 


169 


uncxpecftcd  attack,  that  he  chid  the  Lords  for  having  Ann.  1621; 
qucftioned  Yelverton  on  points  foreign  to  the  diredl  ac- 
cufation,  and  demanded  fatisfaclion  for  the  flandci 
tlirown  by  Yelverton  upon  himfelf  and  favourite  *.  The 
Lords  implicitly  obeyed  the  intention  of  the  king's  com- 
mand ;  and  Yelverton,  for  the  daring  truths  he  had  ut- 
tered, was  fined  to  the  king  ten  thoufand  marks,  con- 
fined to  the  Tower  during  pleafure,  to  make  a  fubmif- 
fion  and  acknowledgment  of  his  fault  at  the  bar,  in 
the  king's  prcfcnce  or  in  his  abfencc,  at  the  king's  plea- 
fure; he  was  fined  five  thoufand  marks  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Buckingham,  and  to  make  fubmiflion.  This 
judgment  being  given,  Buckingham,  either  out  of  com- 

"  Soon  after  I  found  the  meflfage,  in  part,  made  good ;  for  all  the 
profits,  almoft,  of  my  place  were  diverted  from  me,  and  turned  into 
an  unufual  channel,  to  one  of  my  lord's  worthies,  that  I  retained  little 
more  than  the  name  of  an  attorney  :  It  was  fo  fatal  and  fo  penal,  that 
it  became  almoft  the  lofs  of  a  fuit  to  come  to  me ;  my  place  was  but 
as  the  feat  of  winds  and  tempefts. 

"  Howbeit,  I  dare  fay,  if  my  lord  of  Buckingham  had  read  the 
articles  exhibited  in  this  place  againft  Hugh  Difpenfer  ;  and  had 
known  the  danger  of  placing  and  difplacing  officers  about  a  king,  he 
would  not  have  purfued  me  with  fuch  bitternefs.  But,  my  oppofing 
his  lordfliip  in  the  patent  of  inns,  in  the  patent  of  alehoufes,  in  the 
Irifli  cuftoms,  and  in  Sir  Robert  Naunton's  deputation  of  his  place 
in  the  court  of  wards,  have  been  my  overthrow.  For  thefe  I  fuffer 
at  this  day  in  my  cftate  and  fortune  (not  meaning  to  fliy  as  I  take 
it,  b»Jt  as  I  know,  for  my  oppofition  to  his  lordfliip)  above  twenty 
thoufand  pounds."     Parliam.  Hiji,  vol.V.  p.  436,  iS  feq. 

*  After  Yelverton's  firft  examination,  James  wanted  to  take  the 
cognizance  of  the  caufe  himfelf  The  Lords  difputcd  this  point,  and 
James  gave  it  up,  but  with  many  cautions  of  the  following  fort. 
That  the  Lords  knowing  they  enjoyed  tlieir  honours  from  him,  and 
under  him,  lie  doubted  not  but  they  would  be  tender  of  his  honour. 
Farliam.HiJl.  vol.V.  p.  43*.  ^  feq, 
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Abo.  i62f.  hftf,  and  pleaded  his  caufe,  diough  not  to  the  clearing 
of  his  own  charadler,  yet  much  to  the  difreputation  of 
James  and  his  favourite:  He  fhewed  the  necefiity  he 
lay  under  either  of  lofing  his  bread,  or  of  obeying  all 
their  illegal  injundions  ^.     James  was  fo  nettled  at  this 
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My  moft  noble  lords,  faid  he,  knowing  that  my  lord  of  Buck- 
ing was  ever  at  his  majefty*s  hand,  ready,  upon  every  occafion,  td 
hew  me  down,  out  of  the  honeft  fear  of  a  fervant,  not  to  offend  fo 
gracious  a  mafter  as  his  majefty  hath  ever  been  to  me,  I  did  commit 
them,  viz.  the  filk-men. 

"  As  to  the  patent  of  inns,  I  cannot  but  herein  bemoan  my  un- 
happinefs,  that  in  the  laft  caufe  labouring  by  all  means  to  advance  the 
profit  of  his  majefty,  and  in  this,  with  the  fight  almoft  of  my  own 
ruin,  to  prefcrve  his  majefty*s  honour  and  the  quiet  of  the  people,  I 
am  yet  drawn  in  qucftion,  as  if  I  had  equally  diftionourcd  his  majefty 
in  both. 

"  When  Sir  Giles  faw  I  would  not  be  moved  to  offend  his  majefty 
by  his  diredions,  I  received  a  melTage  from  Mr.  Emerfon,  fent  me  by 
Sir  Giles,  that  I  would  run  myfelf  upon  the  rocks,  and  that  I  Ihould 
not  hold  my  place  long,  if  I  did  thus  withftand  the  patent  of  inns, 
or  to  that  eifed:.  Soon  after  came  Sir  Giles  himfelf,  and  like  a  herald 
at  arms  told  me.  That  he  had  this  meffage  to  yquaint  me  with  from 
my  lord  of  Buckingham,  that  I  fliould  not  hold  my  place  a  month 
if  I  did  not  conform  myfelf.  in  a  better  manner  to  the  patent  of  inns, 
for  my  lord  had  obtained  it  by  favour,  and  would  maintain  it  by  his 
power. 

"  How  could  I  but  ftartle  at  this  pafTage  ?  I  faw  here  was  a  great 
afluming  of  power  to  himfelf,  to  place  or  difplace  an  officer  at  his 
plcafurc  :  I  faw  myfelf  caft  upon  two  main  rocks,  either  treacheroufly 
to  forfake  the  ftanding  his  majefly  had  fet  me  on,  or  elfc  to  cndan^-er 
myfelf  by  a  bye-blow,  and  to  hazard  my  fortune. 

*»  I  humbly  befecch  your  lordfhips  to  think,  that  nature  will  ftrug- 
glc,  when  fhe  fees  her  place  and  means  of  living  thus  affaulted  •,  for 
now  it  was  come  to  this.  Whether  I  would  obey  his  majefty  or  my 
lord,  if  Sir  Giles  fpoke  true :  Yet  I  refolved  on  this  to  be  as  ftubborn 
as  Mordecai,  not  to  ftoop,  oi^  pafs  thofe  gracious  bounds  his  majefty 
had  prefcribed  to  me. 

"  Soon 
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unexpected  attack,  that  he  chid  the  Lords  for  having  Ann.  1621; 
qucftioned  Yelverton  on  points  foreign  to  the  diredl  ac- 
cufation,  and  demanded  fatisfadion  for  the  flander 
tlirown  by  Yelverton  upon  himfelf  and  favourite  *.  The 
Lords  implicitly  obeyed  the  intention  of  the  king's  com- 
mand ;  and  Yelverton,  for  the  daring  truths  he  had  ut- 
tered, was  fined  to  the  king  ten  thoufand  marks,  con- 
fined to  tlie  Tower  during  pleafure,  to  make  a  fubmif- 
fion  and  acknowledgment  of  his  fault  at  the  bar,  in 
the  king's  prefcnce  or  in  his  abfence,  at  the  king's  plea- 
fure; he  was  fined  five  thoufand  marks  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Buckingham,  and  to  make  fubmiflion.  This 
judgment  being  given,  Buckingham,  either  out  of  com- 

"  Soon  after  I  found  the  meffage,  in  part,  made  good  •,  for  all  the 
profits,  almoft,  of  my  place  were  diverted  from  me,  and  turned  into 
an  unufual  channel,  to  one  of  my  lord's  worthies,  that  I  retained  little 
more  than  the  name  of  an  attorney  :  It  was  fo  fatal  and  fo  penal,  that 
it  became  almoft  the  lofs  of  a  fuit  to  come  to  me  j  my  place  was  but 
as  the  feat  of  winds  and  tempcfts. 

"  Howbeit,  I  dare  fay,  if  my  lord  of  Buckingham  had  read  the 
articles  exhibited  in  this  place  againft  Hugh  Difpenfer  -,  and  had 
known  the  danger  of  placing  and  difplacing  officers  about  a  king,  he 
would  not  have  purfued  me  with  fuch  bitternefs.  But,  my  oppofmg 
his  lordfhip  in  the  patent  of  inns,  in  the  patent  of  alehoufes,  in  the 
Irilh  cuftoms,  and  in  Sir  Robert  Naun ton's  deputation  of  his  place 
in  the  court  of  wards,  have  been  my  overthrow.  For  thefc  I  fuffer 
at  this  day  in  my  eftate  and  fortune  (not  meaning  to  fay  as  I  take 
it,  but  as  I  know,, for  my  oppofition  to  his  lordftiip)  above  twenty 
thoufand  pounds."     Parliam.  Hift,  vol.V.  p.  436,  ^  feq. 

*  After  Yelverton's  firft  examination,  James  wanted  to  take  the 
cognizance  of  the  caufe  himfelf  The  Lords  difputed  this  point,  and 
James  gave  it  up,  but  with  many  cautions  of  the  following  fort. 
That  the  Lords  knowing  they  enjoyed  their  honours  from  him,  and 
under  him,  he  doubted  not  but  they  would  be  tender  of  his  honour. 
Farliam.  Hift,  vol.V.  p.  431.  (^feq, 
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Aud.  1621.  punAion  or  oftentation,  remitted  the  five  thoufand 
marks,  for  which  he  received  Yelverton's  thanks  in  the 
houfe.  The  lords  agreed  to  move  the  king  to  mitigate 
the  large  fine,  and  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  was  pre- 
fent*,  offered  to  undertake  that  office.  Thus  far  the 
king  and  both  houfes  went  on  with  the  utmofl  unanir 
raity  J  but  the  king  now  began  to  grow  extremely  jea- 
lous of  thofe  fliarers  in  his  authority,  and  looked  upon 
the  facrifices  he  had  already  made  as  fufficient  to  deferve 
an  ample  reward. 

The  Commons,  though  they  were  willing  to  feize  on 
every  opportunity  to  render  even  minute  fervices  to  their 
country,  yet  regarded  the  conceffions  that  had  been 
made  them  as  trifling  in  comparifon  to  the  corrupt 
meafures  that  ftill  exiftcd,  and  that  looked  with  a  threat- 
ning  afpccft  on  the  intereft  and  laws  of  their  country, 
and  the  religion  they  were  devoted  to.  To  an  addrefs 
they  had  made  the  king,  not  to  fuflfer  a  large  parcel  of 
ordnance  that  lay  yet  on  the  key  to  be  tranfported  to 
Spain,  they  received  no  further  fatisfadtion,  than  that 
the  king  was  affiired  from  his  brother  monarch  that 
thefe  arms  were  not  to  be  ufed  againfl  the  Palatinate. 

The  fpeech  uttered  from  the  throne  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feffions  left  them  no  room  to  hope,  that  the  king 
had  dropped  the  unpopular  and  mifchievous  treaty  with 
the  court  of  Spain ;  but  rather  confirmed  them  in  the 


*  The  prince  of  Wales,  by  the  fpecial  appointment  of  the  kin^, 
had  been  prefent  during  all  the  tranfadtions  of  this  feflions.  Under 
the  guife  of  a  compliment  he  was  placed  in  this  houfe  to  over-awa 
the  popular  lords. 
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aflurance  that  his  blindnefs  and  obftinacy  were  proof  Aon.  iCti, 
both  againfl  the  arguments  of  reafon,  and  the  ftrongcr 
pleadings  of  natural  affedlion.  Confidcrations  like  thefe 
made  them  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  palatine-family  with 
a  zeal  that  defccnded  to  a  captious  minutenefs.  One  Ed- 
ward Lloyd,  a  papiil,  in  talking  of  the  king  and  queen 
of  Bohemia,  had  made  ufe  of  the  fcoffing  terms  of 
Good-man  and  Good-wife  Palfgravc.  Trifling  as  was 
this  charge,  and  weakly  fupported,  Lloyd  was  brought 
upon  his  knees,  and  the  whole  houfe  fell  into  a  de- 
bate, in  which  there  was  a  ftrife  among  the  members 
who  fliould  propofc  the  fcvereft  punifhment.  After  ve- 
hement altercations,  it  was  refolved,  that  Lloyd  fhould 
be  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  be  three  times  pilloried,  ride 
through  London,  with  his  face  to  the  tail  of  tlie  horfe, 
holding  the  tail  in  his  hand,  and  a  paper  in  his  hat 
denoting  his  offence,  and  that  he  fliould  be  fined  one 
thoufand  pounds. 


The  Lords  took  fire  at  this  encroachment,  as  they 
termed  it,  of  the  Commons,  and  the  king,  who  was 
much  difpleafed  with  thefe  enlarged  pretenfions,  fent  an 
interpofing  meflage,  in  which  he  thanked  the  Com- 
mons for  the  concern  they  had  exprefied  for  his  family, 
but  defired  them  to  fl:ay  proceedings  till  they  had  an- 
fwered  thefe  queries.  Whether  the  power  of  their  houfe 
extended  to  examine  and  punifli  thofe  that  were  not 
members  of  it  ?  Whether  a  party  denying,  as  Lloyd  did, 
ought  to  be  cenfured  without  an  accufation  upon  oath? 
The  Commons  made  fome  attempts  to  get  over  thefe  ob- 
jedtions.  It  was  urged,  that  the  two  houfes  having 
been  formerly  in  one,  and  feparating  only  for  conve- 
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niency,  the  houfe  of  Commons  retained  all  the  power 
of  the  houfe  of  Lords.  Others  were  for  making  this 
cafe  a  precedent.  But,  after  many  conferences  between 
the  two  houfes,  the  Commons  dropped  their  claim,  and 
the  judgment  was  referred  to  the  Lords,  who  added  to 
the  fevere  fentence  of  the  Commons,  whipping,  brand- 
ing, and  perpetual  imprifonment  *.  Thus  did  an  indif- 
creet  zeal  hiu-ry  on  the  patrons  of  Hberty  to  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  facred  laws,  by  a  judgment  no  lefs  arbitrary 
than  fevere. 


On  the  conclufion  of  this  affair,  the  following  pro- 
teftation  was  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  both  houfes  : 
♦*  That  the  proceedings  pafled  in  the  houfe  of  Commons 
againft  Edward  Lloyd  be  not  at  any  time  hereafter 
drawn  or  ufed  as  a  precedent  to  the  enlarging  or  dimi- 
nifhing  of  the  lawful  rights  or  privileges  of  either 
houfe  ',  but  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  both 
houfes  fhall  remain  in  tlie  felf-fame  plight  as  beforcJ' 


pariiam.  Hill.  The  hormony  which  had  till  now  appeared  to  fubfiff 
between  the  three  ftates,  was  entirely  diflblvcd.  James 
was  fo  difgufted  with  tlie  high  claims  of  the  Commons 
that  he  could  no  longer  fuiFer  their  fitting :  The  inten- 
tion of  an  adjournment  was  mentioned  in  the  houfe 
by  fecretary  Calvert.  The  Commons  looked  on  it  to  be 
an  expedient  to  evade  palling  tlie  bills  then  depending 

*  This  Lloyd,  thus  ignominiovifly  treated,  was  a  man  of  education, 
and  jwiTcffed  of  a  good  cilate,  a  lawyer,  and  a  jufticc  of  peace  in  the 
county  of  Salop.  Immediately  after  this  fevere  fentence  was  pafled 
npon  him.  a  bill  went  through  both  houfes  for  exempting  the  gentry 
of  this  rcalnv  from  the  fervttc  puniihmcnt  of  whipping. 

6  before 


J    A    M    E    a 


I  7  3 


before  them  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  were  fo  Ann.  i6zi, 
inflamed  by  the   apprehenfion,  that  they  difputed   the 
king's  privilege  of  adjourning  the  parliament,  and  in- 
vited  the  Lords  to  join  in  a  petition  againft  it;  the  Lords 
a6led  in  their  ufual  manner;  the  king   thanked  them 
for  having  refufed  to  concur  in  the  infolent  carriage  of 
the  Commons,  and  added,  "  That  if  they  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary,  he  would  gratify  them  with  a  farther  fitting  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  but  he  would  not  now  yield  to  the 
requeft  of  the  lower  houfe."     The  Lords  obtained  this    ' 
delay  to  be  lengthened  to  a  fortnight  longer,  but  the 
Commons  refufed  the  offer,  as  the  time  was  too  (hort 
to  complete  their  bidinefs,  and  continued  to  draw  up  pe- 
titions  of    g  ievances  *.      They   were  prefented   to    the 
king  by  the  aidibifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  performed 
his   part  with  the  fpirit  of  true  patriotifm.     James   re- 
ceived tliefe  petitions  with  fuch  diflafte  that  the  Com-^ 
mons  found  they  had   no   time  to  lofe,  and  in  all  haftc 
drew  up   a  declaration   that   teiliiied    their   willingnefs, 
upon  proper  fignification  of  the  king's   pleafure  in  par- 
liament, to  give  all  ncccflary  afliftance  towards  the  reco- 
very of  the  Palatinate.      The  king's   commiflion  for  an 
adjournment  now  came  down  to   the  houle;    the  po-- 

*■  One  of  thefe  grievances  was  the  tranfportation  of  ordnance.     Sir 
Thomas  Roe  had  told  the  houfe,  that  an  hundred  guns  laying  yet  on 
the  keys  were  to   be  fent  to  Portugal,  and  there  to  be  mounted  on. 
twelve  {hips,  which  were  to  be  employed  againft  the  Enghfh  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.     The  Commons  inimediately  deputed  a  I'eled  body  to- 
move  the  king  to  flay  the  ordnance.     To  this  petition  he  returned  an- 
fwer,  "  That  he  had  affurances  from  the  king  of  Spain,  that  they 
ihould  only  be  converted  againft  pirates  •,  that  he  had  lately  made  a; 
new  promife,  but  v,Tfu\d,  for  the  time  tp  come,  pais  a  bill  to  reftrairVi 
a  )y  more  tranfportation;'* 
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pular  members  oppofed  reading  it;  but  the  obedient 
fpeakcr  *  pronounced,  according  to  the  commiflion, 
tlie  houfc  to  be  adjourned  till  the  fourteenth  of  No- 
vember f. 

The  leiTer  nobility  were  greatly  offended  at  the  mul-' 
titude  of  lately-created  Scotch  and  Irifh  earls  and  vif- 
counts,  to  whofe  titular  diftinvSlion  they  were  obliged  to 
yield  precedency,  though  they  were  not  peers  of  Eng- 
land. Thirty-three  noblemen  preferred  a  petition  to  the 
king,  in  which  they  defired  to  be  excufed  from  yielding 
this  point  in  the  common  ceremonies  of  fociety.  Dur- 
ing the  recefs  of  parliament  a  cajoling  proclamation 
declared,  that  the  abufes  complained  of  fhould  be  re- 
dreffed  by  regal  authority,  that  the  affiflance  of  parlia- 
ment was  not  neceflary  to  reform  them,  and  that  they 
would  have  been  reformed  before  if  they  had  been 
known.  Lallly,  the  fubjedts  were  affured,  that  both  the 
king's  ears,  and  thofe  of  his  privy^-council,  would  be 

*  Serjeant  Richardfon  was  fpeaker.  He  had  received  a  cenfure 
from  the  houfc  for  his  irregular  behaviour  in  leaving  the  chair  when  the 
condud  of  any  of  the  (late-officers  was  called  in  queftion,  or  mentioned 
in  a  manner  that  was  difagreeable  to  the  court.     Guthrie^  p.  754. 

■{-  Immediately  preceding  the  adjournment  of  the  two  houfcs,  the 
offence  which  Dr.  Feild,  the  bilhop  of  Landaff,  had  committed,  was 
examined  in  the  houfe  of  Lords.  He  was  found  guilty  of  a  defigned 
brocage  in  bribery.  Neile,  bifhop  of  Durham,  moved,  "  That  fmce 
there  was  nothing  proved  againft  Dr.  Feild  but  an  intent,  that  the  con- 
lideration  of  it  fhould  be  referred  to  the  archbidiop  of  Canterbur)% 
and  he  to  give  the  bifhop  an  admonition  in  the  convocation-houfe." 
The  Lords  agreed  to  this  motion,  and  fent  a  meflage  to  the  lower 
houfe  concerning  the  nature  of  the  mifdemeanor  which  had  been 
proved  againft  Dr.  Feild.     Parliam.  Hift.  vol.  V.  p.  450,  {jf  fe^. 
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open  to  their  modeft  and  juft  complaints.     Another  fol-  Ann.  1621, 
lowed  this,  which  forbid  the  converfmg  upon  ilate-af- 
fairs,  and  threatened  fevere  penalties  botli  againft  tlie 
concealers  and  utterers  of  thefe  fpeeches.. 

The  parliament,   after  a  fecond  adjournment,  re-af-  ^/-meeting 

*  '  ■'  '  of  the  parlta 

fem.blcd  on  the  eighth  of  February.  The  Lord  Digby,  mcnt. 
who  had  been  travelling  all  over  Germany,  to  perfuade 
the  emperor  and  liis  partifans  to  give  up  the  advan- 
tages they  had  gained  by  their  late  victories,  gave  the 
parliament  fo  full  an  account  of  his  fruitlefs  negotia- 
tions, that  there  remained  no  cover  ng  to  hide  the  folly 
of  James's  condudt,  or  the  grofs  impofitions  to  which 
his  fond  credulity  had  fubjc<^ed  him.  Stung  by  thefe 
informations,  the  Commons  drew^  up  a  petition  and  re- 
monftrance  that  exprefTed  their  fenfe  of  his  trifling 
management,  fet  forth  the  caufes  of  the  increafmg 
hopes  of  the  popifli  party,  the  fears  and  apprehenfions 
of  the  proteftants,  and  pointed  out  the  remedies  for 
thefe  growing  evils.  The  Commons,  in  this  remoa- 
flrance,  freely  reprefentcd  all  James's  unpopular  manage- 
ment v^ith  papifts,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  offered 
their  advice  that  a  war  fhould  be  immediately  declared 
and  entered  upon,  and  the  king's,  fon  married  to- a  pro*- 
teftant  princefs.. 

If  would  be  difEcuk  to  defcribe  James's  extreme  in- 
dignation on  hearing  the  fubjedl  of  this  remonflrance  j 
all  the  tender  points  of  prerogative,  of  which  he  was 
fo  highly  tenacious,  were  here  fenfibly  affedled  -,  and'  a 
'formal  attack  upon  an  alliance  that  was  the  ultimate 
objed  of   his   hopes    and   inclinations.      Inflamed  by 
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Ann.  1621.  fuch  flinging  provocations,  he  aflumcd  a  courage  fo- 
reign to  his  nature,  and  ventured  to  bully  the  Com- 
mons in  this  fiery  letter  to  the  fpeakcr.  "  We  have 
heard  by  divers  reports,  to  our  great  grief,  that  our  dif- 
tancc  from  the  houfes  of  parliament,  caufcd  by  our 
indiipofition  *  of  health,  hath  emboldened  fome  fiery 
and  popular  fpirits  of  fome  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
to  argue  and  debate  publicly  matters  far  above  their 
reach  and  capacity,  tending  to  our  high  difhonour,  and 
breach  of  prerogative-royal.  Thefe  are  therefore  to  com- 
mand you  to  make  known,  in  our  name,  unto  the 
houfe,  that  none  therein  fliall  prefume  hcncefonh  to 
meddle  with  any  thing  concerning  our  government,  or 
deep  matters  of  flate;  and  namely,  not  to  deal  with  our 
deareft  fon's  match  with  the  daughter  of  Spain,  nor  to 
touch  the  honour  of  that  king,  or  any  other  our  friends 
and  confederates  ;  and  alfo  not  to  meddle  with  any 
man's  particulars,  which  have  their  due  motion  in  our 
courts  of  juftice.  And  whereas  we  hear  they  have  fent 
a  meilage  to  Sir  Edwin  Sands,  to  know  the  reafon  of 
his  late  reftraint,  you  fhall  in  our  name  refolve  them, 
that  it  was  not  for  any  mifdemeanor  of  his  in  parlia- 
ment, but  to  put  tliem  out  of  doubt  of  any  queflion  of 
that  nature  that  may  arife  among  them  hereafter  ;  you 
fliall  refolve  them  in  our  name,  that  we  think  ourfelves 
very  free  and  able  to  punifli  any  man's  mifdemeanors 
in  parliament,  as  well  during  their  fitting  as  after, 
which  we  mean  not  to  fpare  hereafter  upon  any  occa- 
fion  of  any  man's  infolent  behaviour  there,  that  fhall 

*  The  king  was  now  at  Newmarket,  on  the  pretence  of  ficknefs. 
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be  miniflred  unto  us ;  and  if  they  have  already  touched  Ann.  1621. 
any  of  thefe  points  which  we  have  here  forbidden,  in 
any  petition  of  theirs  which  is  to  be  fent  unto  us,  it  is 
our  pleafure  that  you  fliall  tell  them,  that  except  they 
reform  it,  before  it  comes  to  our  hands,  we  will  not 
deign  the  hearing  or  anfwering  it." 

This  letter  was  received  and  anfwered  by  the  Com- 
mons, with  that  calmnefs  and  fleadinefs  as  fufficiently 
exprefled  the  knowledge  of  their  own  flrength  and  dig- 
nity, and  the  contemptible  light  in  which  they  viewed 
their  antagonift.  They  fent  back  for  their  former  re- 
monftrance,  but  returned  it  with  another  that  vindicated 
their  juft  pretenfions,  and  exprefled  a  forrow  for  James's 
mis-interpretations.  To  thefe  James  returned  a  copious 
anfwer  *,  in  which  the  indignant  monarch  denounced 

*  Amongfl:  other  curious  pafl*ages  in  this  anfwer  are  the  following 
ones,  on  the  fubjeds  of  religion,  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  prince's 
Kiatch. 

"  But  becaufe  we  conceive  that  ye  couple  this  war  of  the  palati- 
nate with  the  caufe  of  religion,  we  muft  a  little  unfold  your  eyes 
herein  :  The  beginning  of  this  miferable  war,  which  hath  fet  all 
Chriftendom  on  fire,  was  not  for  religion,  but  only  caufed  by  our  fon- 
in-law's  hafty  and  harfh  refolution,  following  evil  counfel,  to  take  to 
himfelf  the  crown  of  Bohemia ;  and  that  this  is  true,  himfelf  wrote 
letters  unto  us  at  that  time,  dcfiring  us  to  give  aifurance  both  to  the 
French  king  and  Hate  of  Venice,  that  his  accepting  of  the  crown  of 
Bohemia  had  no  reference  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  but  only  by  reafon 
of  his  right  of  eledlion,  as  he  called  it  •,  and  we  would  be  forry  that 
fuch  afperfion  fliould  come  upon  our  religion  as  to  make  it  a  good 
pretext  for  dethroning  of  kings,  and  .ufurping  their  crowns  •,  and  we 
would  be  loth  that  our  people  here  fhould  be  taught  that  ftrange 
dodtrine :  No,  let  us  not  fo  far  wrong  the  jefuits  as  to  rob  them  of 
their  fweet  pofitions  and  pradices  in  that  very  point.     And  whereas 
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Aan.  1621.  war  againft  all  the  claims  of  the  Commons,  and  expofcd 
his  own  illegal  view  of  government.  "  The  difference 
is  no  greater,  fays  he,  in  your  pretending  to  advifc  us 
on  our  expofing  our  reafons  for  demanding  a  fupply^ 
than  if  a  merchant,  that  we  had  great  need  to  borrow 
money  from  him  for  raifmg  an  army,  that  thereupon  it 
would  follow  that  we  were  bound  to  purfue  his  advice 
in  the  diretftion  of  the  war,  and  all  things  depending 
thereupon."  The  whole  of  this  anfwer  breathes  the 
fame  fpirit  of  defpotifm,  as  may  be  found  in  this  ex- 
ample.    It  finifhes  in  the  following  extraordinary  man- 

you  excufe  your  touching  upon  the  king  of  Spain  upon  occafion  of 
the  incidents  by  you  repeated  in  that  place,  and  yet  affirm,  that  it  is 
without  any  touch  to  his  honour,  we  cannot  wonder  enough  that  ye 
arc  fo  forgetful  both  of  your  words  and  wits  :  for  in  your  former  pe- 
tition ye  plainly  affirm,  that  he  affeds  the  temporal  monarchy  of  the 
whole  earth,  than  which  there  can  be  no  more  malice  uttered  againft 
any  great  king,  to  make  all  other  princes  and  potentates  both  envy 
and  hate  him  ;  but  if  ye  lift,  it  may  eafily  be  tried  whether  that 
fpeech  touched  him  in  honour  or  not,  if  ye  ftiall  a(k  him  the  quef- 
tion.  Whether  he  means  to  affiime  to  himfelf  that  title  or  no  ?  for 
every  king  can  bcft  judge  of  his  own  honour.  We  omit  the  particu- 
lar ejaculations  of  fome  foul-mouthed  orators  in  your  own  houfe  againft 
the  honour  of  that  king's  crown  and  eftate. 

"  And  touching  your  excufe  of  not  determining  any  thing  concern- 
in<T  the  match  of  our  deareft  fon,  but  only  to  tell  your  opinion,  and 
lay  it  down  at  our  feet  -,  firft,  we  deiirc  to  know  how  you  could  have 
prefumed  to  determine  in  that  point,  without  committing  of  high 
treafon ;  and  next,  you  cannot  deny  but  your  talking  of  his  match 
after  that  manner  was  a  dired  breach  of  our  commandment  and  de- 
claration out  of  our  own  mouth,  where  we  plainly  profefTed,  that  we 
were  in  treaty  of  his  match  with  Spain,  and  wifhed  you  to  have  that 
confidence  in  our  religion  and  wiidom,  that  we  would  fo  manage  it  as 
our  religion  ftiould  receive  no  prejudice  by  it."     Parliam.  llijl.  vol.  V. 
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her :  "  And  though  we  cannot  allow  of  your  flilc  in  Ann.  1621. 
mentioning  your  ancient  and  undoubted  right  and  inhe- 
ritance, but  could  rather  have  wifhed  that  ye  had  faid, 
that  your  privileges  were  derived  from  the  grace  and 
permifllon  of  our  anceftors  and  us  (for  mofl  of  them 
grow  from  precedents,  which  fhews  rather  a  toleration 
than  inheritance)  yet  we  are  pleafed  to  give  you  our 
royal  afTurance,  that  as  long  as  you  contain  yourfelves 
within  the  limits  of  your  duty  we  will  be  as  careful  to 
maintain  and  preferve  your  lawful  liberties  and  privi- 
leges as  any  of  our  predeceflbrs  were,  nay,  as  to  pre- 
ferve our  own  royal  prerogative  ;  fo  as  your  houfe  fhall 
only  have  need  to  beware  to  trench  upon  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  which  would  enforce  us,  or  any 
juft  king,  to  retrench  them  of  their  privileges  that 
would  pare  his  prerogative  and  flowers  of  his  crown.'* 
Williams  advifed  that  the  harfhnefs  of  this  anfwer 
fliould  be  mitigated,  with  a  letter  from  the  king  to  the 
two  houfes.  James,  finding  that  the  Commons  were 
determined  not  to  enter  on  bufinefs,  followed  the  advice 
in  fome  meafure,  and  wrote  again  to  the  fpeaker  and 
fecretary  Calvert,  offering  to  oblige  the  Commons  with 
the  grant  of  a  requeft  they  had  made  for  a  general 
pardon  ;  this  fecond  letter  ftill  infifling  that  the  liberty 
of  the  houfes  was  derived  from  royal  favour.  The 
Commons,  before  they  were  difTolved,  entered  this  pro- 
teftation  in  vindication  of  their  parliamentary  rights. 


<c 


The  Commons  now  aflembled  in  parliament, 
juflly  occafioned  thereunto  concerning  fundry  libertieSj 
franchifes,  and  privileges  of  parliament,  amongft  others 
here  mentioned,  do  make  this  proteftation  following: 

Aa  2  «  That 
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Ann.  1621.  «  That  the  liberties,  franchifes,  privileges,  and  ji> 
theCommons.  lifdidions  of  parliament,  arc  the  ancient  and  undoubted 
birth-right  and  inheritance  of  the  fubjecls  of  England, 
and  that  the  arduous  and  urgent  affairs  concerning  the 
king,  flate,  and  defence  of  the  realm,  and  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  the  maintenance  and  making 
laws,  and  redrefs  of  grievances  which  daily  happen 
■within  this  realm,  are  proper  fubjctfts  and  matter  of 
council  or  debate  in  parliament,  and  that  in  the  hand- 
ling and  proceeding  of  thefc  bulineiles  every  member 
of  the  houfc  of  parliament  hath,  and  of  right  ought 
to  have  freedom  of  fpeech,  to  propound,  treat,  and 
bring  to  conclufion  the  fame  ;  and  that  the  Commons 
in  parliament  have  like  liberty  to  treat  of  thefc  matters 
in  fuch  order  as  in  their  judgment  fliall  fcem  fitteft  ; 
and  that  every  member  of  the  faid  houfe  hath  like  free- 
dom from  all  impeachment,  imprifonment,  and  molella 
tion^  other  than  by  fentence  of  the  houfe  itfclf,  for  or 
concerning  any  fpeaking,  reafoning,  or  declaring,  any 
matter  or  matters  touching  the  parliament  or  parlia- 
ment-bufniefs ;  and  that  if  any  of  the  faid  members  be 
complained  of  and  queflioned  for  any  thing  done  or 
faid  in  parliament,  the  fame  is  to  be  fhewed  to  thcr 
king,  by  the  advice  and  aflent  of  all  the  Commons  af- 
fembled  in  parliament,  before  the  king  give  credence  to> 
any  private  information  *." 

*  The  following  fplrited  arguments  had  been  urged  in  the  houfei- 
for  the  drawing  up  this  declaration. 

Mr,  Crew.  Our  inheritance  not  matter  of  grace  nor  toleration;  this, 
of  that  importance  to  us,  that  if  we  fhould  yield  our  liberty  to  be  but 
matter  of  grace,  thefe  walls  that  have  known  the  holding  them  thefe 
many  years  vrovJd  blufh.     Magna  Cliarta,  above  thirty  times  con- 
firmed,^ 


meat. 


This  proteftation  was  by  the  king  himfelf  ftruck  out  Ann.  lezr. 
of  the  journal-book,  and  the  parliament  was  afterv/ards 
diflblved  by  a  proclamation,  which  fet  forth,  "  That  JJf^^;;;?^"*^ 
the  king  was  conftraified  to  this  a6l  by  the  undutiful 
behaviour  of  the  lower  houfe  *."  This  premature  end 
of  the  parliament  loll  all  the  bills  then  depending  for 
the  good  of  the  fubjedt  f. 

Sir  John  Bcnnet,  a  judge  of  the  prerogative-court  ar 
Canterbury^  who  had  been  impeached  by  the  Commons 

firmed,  confirmeth  all  our  liberties ;  this,  but  the  confirmation  of  the 
common  law. 

Sir  Ed.  Coke.  The  law  of  England  is  the  fubjed's  beft  birth-right, 
bccaufe  it  defendcth  all  he  hath.  Magna  Charta  is  nominated  Charta 
Lihertatis^  becaufe  it  maketh  free  men;  our  privileges  infuinmo  gradu, 
our  privileges  here  are  the  mother  and  nurfe  of  all  good  laws — the 
cenfure  of  great  men — the  reforming  of  grievances. 

Mr.  Glanville.  The  king  is  to  have  the  honour  of  a  requeft  for  en- 
joying our  privileges,  but  hath  not  the  power  of  a  refufal.  Jcurn.  of 
the  Commons^  vol.  I.  p.  66^,  £sf  feq^. 

*  One  of  the  charges  againft  the  Commons  in  this  proclamation  is 
for  fpeaking  difrefpedtfully  of  foreign  princes. 

"  Howbeit,  we  are  all  well  fatisfied  of  the  good  inclination  of  mod 
part  of  our  houfe  of  Commons,  teftified  by  their  ready  aflent  to  the 
fpeedy  payment  of  a  fubfidy  newly  to  be  granted ;  yet,  upon  this  oc- 
caiion,  Ibme  particular  members  of  that  houfe  took  fuch  inrrdinate 
liberty,  not  only  to  treat  of  our  high  prerogatives,  and  of  lundry 
things,  that,  without  our  fpecial  direction,  were  no  fit  fubjeds  to  be 
tr,eated  of  in  parliament ;  but  alfo,  to  fpeak  with  lefs  refped  of  fo- 
reign princes  our  allies,  than  was  fit  for  any  fubjed  to  do  of  any 
anointed  king,  tliough  in  enmity  and  hoftility  with  us."  Parliam.  Hiji. 
vol.  V.  p.  521. 

-f-  The  only  ads  that  pafied  this  fcffions  were  three  entire  fubfidies.. 
granted  by  the  fpirituality,  and  two  entire  fubfidies  granted  by  the 
temporality.     Vid.  Statutes  at  Large. 
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Ann.  1621,  for  bribery  and  corruption,  and  bound  to  appearance  for 
the  large  fum  of  nineteen  thoufand  pounds,  by  this 
means  cfcaped  the  puniflimcnt  his  mifdemeanors  de- 
ferved. 

Amongst  the  many  motions  that  were  made  this  fef- 
fions,  one  of  Buckingham's  related  to  an  academy  for 
the  bringing  up  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  king- 
dom. Though  this  was  introduced  in  the  very  midft 
of  the  enquiries  after  bribery  and  corruption,  the  houfc 
had  the  compliance  to  approve  of  the  motion,  and  ad- 
journed itfelf  that  the  matter  might  be  difcufled.  Ano- 
ther material  point  took  up  much  time,  and  occafioned 
a  long  debate,  at  the  fame  important  crifis  ;  viz.  How 
^  to  give  equality  of  precedence  to  the  two  univeriities,  in 

the  fubfidy-bill  granted  by  the  laity.  On  a  debate  in  the 
committee  of  the  upper  houfc  on  the  cuftoms  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  peers,  the  opinion  of  two  judges  who 
were  appointed  to  attend  the  committee  was  afked ;  they 
refufed  to  give  an  opinion,  becaufe  the  matter  propofed 
touched  the  king's  prerogative:  This  refufal  was  very 
difpleafing  to  the  Lords  ;  they  ordered  that  both  the 
judges  fhould  attend  the  houfe  to  anfwer  the  affair.  A 
bill  pailcd  both  houfes  for  confirming  an  hofpital  en- 
dowed by  Thomas  Sutton,  with  a  large  eftate  of  eight 
thoufand  a-year,  bcfides  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  paid 
to  the  earl  of  Suffolk  for  the  charter-houfe,  and  ten 
thoufand  pounds  laid  out  on  the  building.  This  foun- 
dation was  for  eighty  decayed  gentlemen  and  forty 
boys.  It  retains  the  name  of  the  Charter-houfe  to  this 
day. 

Mr. 


Mr.  Shepperd,  a  young  member  of  parliament,  had  Ann.  i6«i. 
given  fo  great  an  offence  by  oppofmg,  iti  an  intemperate 
manner,  a  bill  for  the  better  obferving  the  Lord's-day, 
that  he  was  expelled  the  houfe. 


CHAP. 


VII. 


The  unjuft  treatment  of  Sir  Edward  Coke 7l>^  imprifonment 

of  feveral  members  of  parliament,  and  others Tranfer  of 

he  eleBoral  dignity  from  prince  Frederic  to  the  duke  of  Bava- 

ria.         Negotiations   with  Spain. The  prince  .of  IFales's 
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HE  prefent  diftrefled  flate  of  the  proteftants  through-  Diftre/nd 
out  all  Chriftendom,  excited  a  great  degree  of  fear-  proteflams. 


ful  apprehenfion,  from  the  abrupt  diflblution  of  the  laft 
parliament.  In  Germany  the  conquefts  of  the  catholics 
were  marked  with  the  moil  bloody  adts  of  cruelty  and 
tyranny.  The  executions  which  were  daily  pradtifed 
amongfl:  the  wretched  Bohemians,  with  the  diftrefles  of 
the  unfortunate  Palatine,  deterred  their  ecclefiaftical  bre- 
thren from  attempting  any  oppofition  to  the  formidable 
defigns  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria.  The  proteftants  in 
France  were  in  as  hopelefs  a  fituation :  Thefe  had  been 
promifed  afliilance  from  James,  and  bafely  defertcd  ; 
they  were  now  overwhelmed  by  the  united  parties  of 
the  catholics  with  the  queen-mother  and  her  fon  at  their 
head.  All  their  flrong  towns  were  at  this  time  befieged 
or  taken.  The  catholic  caufe  began  even  to  revive  in 
England  j  its  votaries  not  only  afpired  to  a  toleration, 
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for  bribery  and  corruption,  and  bound  to  appearance  for 
the  large  fum  of  nineteen  thoufand  pounds,  by  this 
means  cicaped  the  puniflimcnt  his  mifdcmcanors  de- 
ferred. 
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Mr.  Shepperd,  a  young  member  of  parliament,  had  Ann.  1621 
given  fo  great  an  offence  by  oppofing,  in  an  intemperate 
manner,  a  bill  for  the  better  obferving  the  Lord's-day, 
that  he  was  expelled  the  houfe. 


Amongst  the  many  motions  that  were  made  this  fef- 
fions,  one  of  Buckingham's   related  to  an  academy  for 
the  bringing  up  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  king- 
dom.    Though  this  was   introduced  in  the  very  midll 
of  the  enquiries  after  bribery  and  corioiption,  the  houfe 
had  the  compliance  to  approve  of  the  motion,  and  ad- 
journed itfelf  that  the  matter  might  be  difcufled.     Ano- 
ther material  point  took  up  much  time,  and  occafioned 
a  long  debate,  at  the  fame  important  crifis  ;  viz.  How 
to  give  equality  of  precedence  to  the  two  univerfities,  in 
the  fubfuly-bill  granted  by  the  laity.    On  a  debate  in  the 
committee  of  the  upper  houfe  on  the  culloms  and  pri- 
vileges  of  the   peers,  the  opinion  of  two  judges  who 
were  appointed  to  attend  the  committee  was  afked ;  they 
refulcd  to  give  an  opinion,  becaufe  the  matter  propofed 
touched   the  king's  prerogative:  This   refufal  was  very 
dilpleafmg   to  the  Lords  ;    they  ordered   that  both   the 
judges  fliould  attend  the  houfe  to  anfwer  the  aflair.     A 
bill   pafFcd   both   houfes  for  confirming  an  hofpital  en- 
dowed  by  Thomas  Siuton,  with  a  large  eftate  of  eight 
thoullmd  a-year,  befides  thirteen   tlioulhnd   pounds   paid 
to   the  carl   of  Suffolk  for  the   chartcr-houfc,    and   ten 
thoufand  pounds  laid  out  on  the  building.      This  foun- 
dation was    for   eighty   decayed    gentlemen   and    forty 
boys.     It  retains  the  name  of  the  Charter-houfe  to  this 
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day. 
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T'he  unjujt  treatment  of  Sir  Edward  Coke T'be  imprijoiiment 

of  fcveraJ  members  of  -parliament,   and  others ^tranfer  of 

the  eleBoral  digiiity  from  prince  Frederic  to  the  duke  of  Bjvj- 

via Negotiations    u'ith  Spain ne  prince  of  JVa!ess 

journey  to  Madrid "franfaclions  during  the  prince  s  flay  at 

Madrid. His  return  to  England. 

THE  prefent  diftrefTed  ilate  of  the  proteflants  through-  Diftrema 
*  ^  "^        Aatc  of  the 

out  all  Chriflendom,  excited  a  great  degree  or  tear-  protciiam?. 

ful  appreheiifion,  irom  the  abrupt  diflblution  of  the  lad 
parliament.  In  Germany  the  conquefts  of  tlie  catholics 
wcxQ.  marked  with  the  moll  bloody  acSls  of  cruelty  and 
tyranny.  The  executions  which  wxre  daily  practifcd 
amongfl  the  wretched  Bohemians,  with  the  diftreffes  of 
the  unfortunate  Palatine,  deterred  their  ccclcfiaftical  bre- 
thren from  attempting  any  oppofition  to  the  formidable 
dcfigns  of  the  houfe  of  Audria.  The  proteftants  in 
Prance  were  in  as  hopelefs  a  fituation :  Thele  had  been 
promifcd  ailillance  from  James,  and  bafcly  dcfcrtcd  ; 
they  were  now  overwhelmed  by  the  united  parties  oi 
tlic  catliolics  with  the  queen-mother  and  her  fon  at  their 
licad.  All  their  Pirong  towns  were  at  tliis  time  befiegcd 
or  taken.  The  catliolic  caufe  began  even  to  revive  in 
England  ;   its   votaries  not  only  afpired   to  a   toleration, 
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but  to  an  enjoyment  of  equal  privileges  with  the  eftal> 
lifhed  church.  Thefe  were  not  the  dreams  of  fanguine 
zealots,  but  founded  on  rational  hopes  drawn  from  the 
approaching  imion  of  the  court  of  England  with  the 
houfe  of  Auflria.  The  well-grounded  fears  and  refent- 
ment  which  this  Hate  of  affairs  excited  in  the  minds  of 
the  Britifli  fubjedls,  had  been  legally  exprefled  by  their 
reprefentativcs  in  parliament ;  but  the  infolent  and  vio- 
lent carriage  it  occafioncd  in  their  fovereign  left  them 
no  room  to  hope  that  his  fatal  prejudices  would  admit 
of  cure.  To  the  dangerous  fyflem  he  had  adopted, 
and  lleadily  adhered  to,  might  be  attributed,  though 
from  a  remote  influence,  that  ruin  which  threatened  all 
the  reformed,  and  the  oppreilion  to  which  many  of 
them  were  at  prefent  fubjedled. 


.  Em  a  X  c  I  PA  TED  from  the  reftraint  of  parliament,  James 
was  at  full  liberty  to  purfue  his  plan  of  negotiation, 
and  fettle  the  affairs  of  Europe,  by  the  importance  of 
his  characler,  and  the  fplendor  of  his  emballies.  But 
tJiat  they  had  as  yet  produced  little  effect  in  favour  of 
the  forfakcn  king  of  Bohemia,  a  letter  wrote  at  this 
lime,  from  the  emperor  to  Don  Balthazar  de  Zuniga, 
will  Ihew.  The  emperor  magnifies  his  own  victories, 
and  the  dlflrefletl  ftate  of  the  Calviniils,  with  their  chief 
the  elector  Palatine  ;  "  Whom  if,  by  an  impious  kind 
gf  commiferaiion  (writes  he)  I  fhall  reflore,  and  nou- 
lifli  in  my  bofom,  as  a  trodden  half-living  fnake,  what 
can  I  expect  lefs  than  a  deadly  fling  from  him,  who, 
in  regard  of  his  guilt,  can  never  be  faithful,  but  will 
ahvays'  gape  for  an  occafion  to  free  himfclf  from  his 
fears  j    and  tlie  genius   of  whofe  fed  will  make  him 
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an   enemy,    or    an   unfound  friend,    to   the   houfe  of  Ann.  1621; 
Auflria." 


Several   members  of  parliament,  who  had   fhewn  UnjuH  treat- 

--,  ^         .  ment  of  Sir 

tnemlelves  the  moft  forward  in  the  caufe  of  religion  Edw.  cokc. 
and  liberty,  were  committed  to  prifon.  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  whofe  generous  temper  could  not  long  endure  the 
fervility  of  court-dependance,  was  of  this  number.  The 
meafure  he  fuffered  of  unjufl  perfecution  was  made  up 
to  him  by  an  increafe  of  reputation  ;  indeed  his  abili- 
ties never  before  fhone  in  a  light  fo  confpicuouHy  admi- 
rable. The  drudging  lawyer,  animated  by  the  bright- 
nefs  of  his  caufe,  improved  into  the  perfuafive  orator : 
His  talents  were  at  this  time  fo  remarkable,  that  it 
is  alledged,  the  fucceeding  patriots  made  his  harangues 
their  models  of  elocution.  Such  was  the  malice  of  of- 
fended royalty,  and  fuch  the  infamy  of  its  tools,  that 
two  wretches,  named  Lepton  and  Goldfmith,  were  infli- 
gated  by  Bacon,  the  late  chancellor,  to  charge  Coke  with 
eleven  articles  of  mifbehaviour  as  a  judge  and  a  lawyer. 
Thefe  favfts  were  judged  by  the  houfe  to  be  falfe  and 
frivolous,  nor  could  they  be  proved  in  the  flar-chamber,, 
where  Coke  was  perfecuted  with  great  acrimony.  His 
papers  were  feized  after  the  difTolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment, himfelf  denied  the  fatisfadtion  of  converfing  with 
his  wife  or  children,  and  the  talk  of  the  courtiers  was 
that  his  life  might  be  afFedled  *,  Sir  Robert  Philips,  Pym, 
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*  The  council  debating  about  the  general  pardon  that  was  to  have 
pafled  the  laft  parliament,  had  confidered  about  the  ways  of  exclud- 
ing Sir  Edward  Coke  from  that  benefit,  either  by  preferring  a  biU 
againft  him  before  the  publication  of  the  pardon,  or  by  exempting 
■him  by  name.   ^Parliam,  Hiji,  vol.  V.  p.  525. 

B  b  Selden, 
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.Aim.  i6ji.  but  to  an  enjoyment  of  equal  privileges  with  the  eflab- 
liflicd  cluircli.  Thclc  were  not  the  dreams  of  languine 
zealots,  but  founded  on  rational  hopes  drawn  from  the 
approaehing  imion  of  the  court  o^  England  witli  the 
houfe  of  Aullria.  The  well-groimded  fears  and  refent- 
mcnt  whicli  this  Hate  of  alhiirs  excited  in  the  minds  of 
tlie  BiitiOi  fubje^ts,  liad  been  legally  cxprefled  by  their 
rcprefentativcs  in  parliament ;  biu  the  inlblent  and  vio- 
lent carriage  it  occafioned  in  their  fovcreign  left  them 
no  room  to  hope  that  his  fatal  prejudices  would  admit 
of  cure.  To  the  dangerous  fyllem  he  had  adopted, 
and  ileadily  adiiered  to,  might  be  attributed,  though 
from  a  remote  influence,  that  ruin  which  threatened  all 
the  reformed,  and  the  oppreliion  to  which  many  of 
ihem  were  at  prefent  fubjcdcd. 


E\iAxr.irATr.D  from  the  rcdraint  of  parliament,  James 
was  at  fidl  liberty  to  purfue  liis  plan  of  negotiation, 
and  fettle  the  alfairs  of  Europe,  by  the  itnportance  of 
liis  characler,  and  tlie  I'plendor  of  his  cml^aliies.  lUit 
tliat  they  had  as  yet  jirodtice^l  httle  cflccl:  in  favoin*  of 
the  forfaken  king  of  Bohemia,  a  letter  wrote  at  this 
time,  from  tiic  emperor  to  Don  IJahha/ar  de  Zuniga, 
will  iliew.  The  emperor  magnifies  his  own  victories, 
and  die  didrcilctl  Hate  of  ih.e  (l.dviniils,  witli  their  chief 
the  elector  Palatine  •,  "-  Whom  if,  by  an  impious  kind 
Qf  commiilraiion  (writes  he)  I  ihall  rellore,  and  nou- 
ilQi  in  my  bulbm,  as  a  trodden  hall-living  Ihake,  what 
can  1  exiKcl  lefs  than  a  deadly  (ling  from  him,  who, 
in  regard  of  his  guilt,  can  never  be  faithful,  but  will 
ahva}S'gape  for  an  occafion  to  free  himfelf  from  his 
fears  j    and  tlie  genius   of  whofe   feet  will   make  him 
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an   enemy,    or    an   unfound   friend,    to    the    houfe   of  Ann.  1621; 
Aullria." 


Several  members  of  parliament,  who  had  flicwn 
thcmfelves  the  mofh  forward  in  the  caufc  of  religion 
and  liberty,  were  committed  to  prifon.  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  whofe  generous  temper  could  not  long  endure  the 
fervility  of  court-dependancc,  was  of  this  number.  The 
meafure  he  fufTered  of  unjuH  perfecution  was  made  up 
to  him  by  an  increafe  of  reputation  ;  indeed  his  abili- 
ties never  before  flione  in  a  light  fo  confpicuoufly  admi- 
rable. The  drudging  lawyer,  animated  by  the  bright- 
nefs  of  his  caufe,  improved  mto  the  perfuafive  orator: 
His  talents  were  at  this  time  fo  remarkable,  that  it 
is  alledged,  the  fuccccding  patriots  made  his  harangues 
their  models  of  elocution.  Sucli  was  the  malice  of  of- 
fended royalty,  and  fuch  the  infamy  of  its  tools,  that 
two  wi  etches,  jiamed  Lepton  and  Goldimith,  were  infli- 
gated  by  Bacon,  the  late  chancellor,  to  charge  Coke  with 
eleven  articles  of  milbehaviour  as  a  judge  and  a  lawyer. 
Thefe  facls  wxre  judged  by  the  houfe  to  be  falfe  and 
frivolous,  nor  could  they  be  proved  in  the  flar-chamber, 
where  Coke  w^as  perfeciued  wdtli  great  acrimony.  His 
papers  w^erc  feized  after  the  diilolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment, himfelf  denied  the  fatisfac^tion  of  convcrling vvitli 
his  wife  or  children,  and  die  talk  of  the  courtiers  was 
that  his  life  might  be  aifedcd  *.  Sir  Robert  Philips,  Pym, 

*  The  council  debating  about  the  general  pardon  that  \va.>  to  have 
paflcd  the  hill  parhamcnt,  had  con  fide  ;-.'d  about  the  ways  of  exclud- 
ing Sir  Edward  Coke  from  that  bcnclit,  cither  by  preferring  a  bill 
againfi;  him  before  the  publication  of  the  pardon,  or  by  exempting 
him  by  name.     Parliam,  Hiji,  vol.  V.  p.  525. 
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Selden,  and  Mallory,  were  of  the  number  of  committed 
members.     Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  Sir  Thomas  Crew,  Sir  Na- 
thaniel Rich,  Sir  James   Perrot,  were  fent  on  frivolous 
errands  into  Ireland  ;  Sir  Peter  Hayman  and  others  into 
the  Palatinate.      The   court   at  this    time   aflumed   the 
power  of  employing  any  man,  even  without  his  con- 
fent,  in  any  brach  of  public  bufinefs.      The  earls  of  Ox- 
ford and  Southampton,  Sir  Edward  HawUy,  Sir  George 
Leeds,  Sir  Chriftopher  Nevil,  and  Sutclifl',  dean  of  Exe- 
ter, were  taken  into  cuflody  for  writing  with  freedom 
againil  the  Spanifli  match.    The  public  was  deprived  of 
the  fervices  of  Sir  John  Saville,  knight  of  the  fhire  for 
the   county  of  York,  by  a  different  method  :   He  was 
made  comptroller  .of  the  houfliold,  a  privy  counfellor, 
and  afterwards  a  baron.      This  was  the  firft  inftance  of 
that  pradice  of  buying  off  individuals,  which,  in  the 
hands  of  fuccceding  monarchs,  has  filently  and  furely 
efFedled  what  James  and  his   fon  in  vain  attempted   by 
clamour  and  violence. 

On  the  deceafe  of  Phihp  the  Third  of  Spain,  whicli- 
happened  in  the  year  i  6  2  i ,  the  lord  Digby  was  fent  to 
the  court  of  Philip  the  Fourth  to  renew  and  conclude 
the  treaty  of  marriage  between  the  infanta  his  filler  and 
the  prince  of  Wales.  It  was  at  this  time  in  fo  little 
forwardnefs  that  letters  paflcd  between  Philip  and  Oli- 
vares,  his  prime  minifter,  which  utterly  difclaimed  fucll 
an  intention.  That  of  Philip^  is  fo  pertinent  and  con- 
cife  that  I  fhall  give  the  whole:  "  The  king  my  father 
declared  at  his  death,  that  his  intent  never  was  to 
marry  my  fiRer,  the  infanta  Donna  Maria,  with  the 
jrincc  of  Wales,  which  your  uncle  Don  Balthazar  un- 
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tlcnlood,  and  fo  treated  this  match  ever  with  intention  ^^^n.  1622. 
to  delay  it.  Notwithftanding  it  is  now  fo  far  advanced, 
that,  confidering  all  the  avcrfcnefs  unto  it  of  the  in- 
fanta, it  is  time  to  divert  the  treaty,  which  I  would 
have  you  find  out,  and  I  will  make  good  whatfoever  it 
be.  But  in  all  other  thmgs  procure  the  fatisfadlion  of 
the  king  of  Qreat  Britain,  who  hath  deferved  much,  and 
it  fliall  content  me,  fo  as  it  be  not  in  the  match." 

Ol IV ARES,  in  his  anfwer  to  this  letter,  acknowledges 
that  the  miniilers  who  treated  of  the  match  never 
meant  to  elFed  it,  but,  by  enlarging  the  treaties,  to 
make  ufe  of  the  friendfliip  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  affairs  of  Germany  and  Flanders.  He  pro- 
pofes  a  double  marriage  with  the  emperor's  eldefl 
daughter  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  the  fecond  daugh- 
ter to  the  eledlor  palatine's  fon,  as  a  means  to  fatisfy 
James,  and  compofe  the  diflferences  in  Germany.  Things 
being  in  this  flate,  it  is  no  wonder  that  Digby  did  not 
meet  with  that  magnificent  reception  which  an  ambafla- 
dor,  coming  on  fo  friendly,  and  fo  feemingly  approved 
an  errand,  might  have  expedled.  He  was  fuffered  to 
Hay  two  or  three  days  at  a  poor  village  near  the  court, 
without  having  any  civilities  paid  him,  or  even  neceiTa- 
ries  provided  for  him. 

About  this  time  a  kind  of  neo-otiation  was  carried  Negotiaiion* 

r  1    1       1     r      atBruficls. 

on  at  BrufTels,  under  the  authority  of  the  archducheis, 
whom  the  emperor  had  pretended  to  have  veiled  with 
fuflicient  powers  to  treat  with  James  concerning  the 
terms  of  his  fon-in-law's  re-ellablilliment.  The  terms 
oflfered  by  James  were, 

Bb   2  That 
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Ann.  1622.  That  the  king  of  Bohemia  fhould,  for  himfclf  and 
his  fon,  renounce  all  pretence  of  right  and  claim  to  that 
crown  : 

That  he  fhould  from  henceforth  yield  all  conftant 
due  devotion  to  the  imperial  majefty,  as  did  otlier  obe-^ 
dient  princes  eledors  of  the  empire: 

That  he  fhould  crave  pardon  on  liis  knees  of  the 
imperial  majefty : 

That  he  fhould  not  hereafter,  any  manner  of  way, 
demean  himfelf  unfittingly  towards  the   imperial  ma- 
jefty, nor  difturb  his  kingdoms  or  countries : 

That  he  fhould,  upon  reafonable  terms,  reconcile 
himfelf  to  other  princes  and  ftates  of  the  empire  ;  and 
that  he  fliould  do  whatever  like  thing  fhould  be  judged 
reafonable  and  neceftary. 

Sir  Richard  Wefton,  the  papift,  was  trufted  with  the 
management  of  this  bufmefs,  as  being  more  agreeable 
to  the  party.  Moreova*,  to  gain  entirely  the  favour  of 
the  archduchefs,  James  fufFered  four  thoufand  men  to 
be  raifed  in  England  to  ferve  againft  the  proteftants  iu. 
the  Netherlands. 

When  the  commifTioners  began  to  treat  on  the  in- 
tended negotiation,  it  was  objcded,  that  James's  ambaf- 
fador  could  not  produce  fufficient  powers  from  the  king 
of  Bohemia,  and  the  archduchefs  was  ftill  to  be  directed 
by  the  court  of  Vienna  -,  the  whole  bufmefs  being  only 

a  fpccious 
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a  fpecious  pretext  to  impofe  further  on  the  credulity  of  Ann.  1622. 
James. 

While  this  farce  was  ading  at  BrufTels,  the  king  of 
Bohemia,  who  had  entertained  no  hopes  on  the  refult 
of  James's  meafures,  ftole  from  the  Hague,  and  joined 
Mansfeild's  army  in  Alfatia.  Chriftian,  duke  of  Bi-unf- 
wick,  and  the  marquis  of  Baden  Dourlach,  each  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  force,  declared  themfelves  champions 
for  the  proteftant  caufc  ;  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  was 
pofTefTed  of  the  adminiftratorfhip  of  Haldcrftadt,  which 
he  would  have  been  in  danger  of  lofing,  if  the  Auftrian 
arms  had  made  further  progi'efs  in  Germany. 

The  ray  of  hope  which  now  dawned  upon  Frederick's 
fortune  was  foon  obfcured  :  Prince  Baden  was  defeated 
by  the  prince  of  Anhalt  before  he  could  join  his  allies  ; 
and  Tilly,  general  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  forced  Mans- 
feild  to  retreat,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  to  come 
to  an  engagement,  in  which  he  cut  off  all  his  infantry; 
the  duke  fled  with  his  cavalry  to  Mansfeild.  Thefe  ac- 
cumulated misfortunes  induced  Frederick  to  obey  James's 
reiterated  injunctions  of  returning  to  Holland,  there  to 
wait  the  fuccefs  of  his  negotiations.  The  firft  news 
that  this  unfortunate  prince  heard  after  his  retreat  was 
that  Tilly  had  taken  Heidlcbergh  *  by  ftorm,  and  be- 
fieged  Manheim,  two  towns  in  the  Lower  Palatinate. 
James  had  prematurely  boafted  that  his  fon-in-law  held 
that  country  under  his  prote6tion. 

*  The  famous  library  at  Heidleberg  was  fent  from  thence  to  Rome. 

While 


I  9<^ 

Aah.  i6z2. 


Transfer  of 

cledloral 

dignity. 


•         H  I  ST  Oil  V    OF     ENGLAND. 

While    afTairs  were  ift   this    defpcrate  fituation,  the 
treaty  ilill  lingered  at  Bruilels,  it  having  been  on  pur- 
pofe  protraaed  till  Tilly,  who  no  longer  met  with  oppo- 
sition, had  taken  both  Heidlebergh  and  Manheim.    James 
was  entirely  iixtislied  with  the  Spanifh  monarch  for  hav- 
ing, at  his   defire,  fcnt   an   order  for  Manheim   to   be 
fpared,    till  a  truce  could  be  concluded.      It  is   to  be 
noted,   that  this  interpofition  did  not  prelen'e  Manheim, 
the  order  not  having  been  fent  till  after  it  had  furren- 
dercd.     Notwithflanding  this  circumftance,  James  conti- 
nued to  repofe  fuch  confidence  in   the  candor  and  inte- 
grity of  die  Auftrian  family,  that  he  put  Frankendale, 
the  only  remaining  town  of  the  palatine's  dominions, 
into  the  hands  of  the  archduchefs,  to  be  re-furrendered 
at  the  expiration  of  a   truce  of  eighteen  months.     One 
of  the  articles  of  die  truce  was,  that  the  elector  Ihould 
renounce  all  connedions  with  the  prince  of  Brunfwic  and 
count  Mansfeild. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  the  emperor 
had  transferred  the- dignity  of  eledor  palatine  to  the 
duke  of  Bavaria  *,  difmembered  both  the  Palatinates,  by 
giving  part  of  the  inferior  to  the  ele(ftor  of  Mentz,  and 
part  of  the  fuperior  to  the  duke  of  Newbergh.  The 
eledlor  of  Saxony,  and  feveral  princes,  oppofed  this  ac^, 
as  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire, 
which  admit  not  of  the  difpofmg  of  an  eledlorate  with- 
out the  confent  of  every  member  of  die  eledtoral  college. 

*  This  was  at  the  diet  of  Ratlfbon.  The  Spanifh  ambaflador  feem- 
ingly  oppofed  this  transfer ;  all  Europe  regarded  it  as  a  coUufion  be- 
tween the  king  of  Spain  and  the  emperor :  Cadeton,  the  Englifh  rcfi- 
/icot  ^t  the  Hague,  reprcfented  it  in  this  light  to  Buckingham. 

Whilst 
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Whilst  even  Frederick's  enemies  murmured  at  the  Ann.  1622. 
arbitrary  feverities  pradlifed  againfl  him,  James  *  was  fo 
little  affedled  by  them,  that  Gondemar  wrote  word  to 
Spain,  that  he  had  lulled  the  king  of  England  fo  faft 
alleep  that  he  hoped  neither  the  cries  of  his  daughter 
nor  her  children,  nor  the  repeated  folicitations  of  his 
fubjedls  in  their  behalf,  ftiould  be  able  to  awaken  him.. 

Incongruous  as  were  James's  meafures  to  obvious 
politics,  both  himfelf  and  cabinet  plumed  themfelves 
much  upon  them  ;  and,  in  order  to  take  proper  advan- 
tages of  the  lately-concluded  truce,  and  to  obtain  a  con- 
firmation of  the  marriage  before  its  expiration,  the 
king  of  Spain  was  gratified  with  an  order  to  releafe  all 
the  popifh  recufants,  which  had  been  imprifoned  accord- 
ing to  the  didlates  of  the  laWw 

On  a  general  offence  taken  at  this  unlimited  indul-  Rufhworth.. 
gence,  the  lord-keeper  Williams  wrote  a  letter  to  the  juf- 
tices,  to  vindicate  the  king's  conduct.  "  As  the  fun 
(faid  he)  in  the  firmament  appears  to  us  no  bigger 
than  a  platter,  and  the  ilars  are  but  as  fo  many  nails 
in  the  pommel  of  a  faddle,  becaufe  of  the  enlargement 
and  difproportion  between  our  eye  and  the  objecl,  fo  is 
there  fuch  an  unmeafurable  diftance  between  the  deep 
refolution  of  a  prince,  and  the  fliallow  apprehenfions  of, 
common  and  ordinary  people."  He  then  declares  that 
the  king  was  at  that  time  a  m.oil  zealous  intercefi[br  for.* 

*  In  one  of  the  emperor's  declarations  againft  the  eleftor  and  his 
adherents,  he  urged,  that  the  revolt  of  the  Bohemians  had  not  even 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.     Ru/hworth, 
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Ann.  1622.  .fome  eafc  and  refrefhracnt  to  all  the  protcftants  in  Eu- 
rope, which  were  unreafonable,  if  he  did  now  execute 
the  rigor  of  the  laws  againfl  Roman  catholics.  *'  But 
to  conclude,  faid  he,  from  the  favour  done  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  papifts,  that  the  king  favours  the  Romifh  religion 
is  a  compofition  of  folly  and  malice,  little  deferved  by 
a  gracious  prince,  who,  by  word,  writing,  exercife  of 
religion,  and  ads  of  parliament,  hath  fliewed  himfelf 
fo  refolved  a  proteflant." 

About  this  time  the  following  orders  were  given  to 
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popular 
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That  no  preacher,  of  what  title  or  denomination  fo- 
ever,  from  henceforth  fhould  prefume,  in  any  auditory 
within  this  kingdom,  to  declare,  limit,  or  bound  out, 
by  way  of  pofitivc  dodrine,  the  power,  prerogative,  and 
jurifdic^ion  of  fovereigns,  or  otherwife  meddle  with 
matters  of  ftate,  and  the  differences  between  princes 
and  the  people,  than  as  they  are  inftrudled  and  prece- 
dented  in  the  homilies  of  obedience: 

That  no  preacher,  of  what  title  or  denomination  fo- 
ever,  Ihall  prefume,  caufelefly  or  without  invitation 
from  the  text,  to  fall  into  bitter  invedlives  and  inde- 
cent railing  fpeechcs  againft  the  perfons  of  either  papiils 
or  puritans. 

Whether  James  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs  from 
his  pacific  meafures  ;    or  whether,    more  probably,    he 
depended  on  the  credulity  of  his  fubjeds  for  the  drain- 
ing of  their  purfes,    he   demanded   at  this  time  a  vo- 
luntary 


luntary  contribution  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinates  Ann.  i6z«. 
by  the  force  of  arms.     Letters  were  wrote  to  the  high  Mtffm^ 
(heriffs  and  juftices  of  the  peace,  to  return  the  names 
of  the  contributors,  that  notice  might  be  taken  of  thofc 
that  refufed. 


Whilst  the  people  of  England  were  thus  amufed 
with  high  language,  letters  of  complaint  were  conti- 
nually ^YyQ^<^  from  the  king  and  his  minifter  to  the 
court  of  Spain.  They  reprcfented  James's  ftrong  attach- 
ment to  the  Auftrian  family,  notwithftanding  the  oppo- 
fition  he  met  with  from  the  public  fpirit  of  the  people, 
and  the  difcouragement  he  had  received  from  the  coUu- 
fion  between  their  imperial  and  catholic  majefties,  to 
bubble  and  abufe  him.  They  complained  that,  upon 
the  faith  of  affurances  received  from  Gondemar,  the  pri- 
fons  were  emptied  of  popifh  recufants,  and  filled  with 
puritans,  and  the  oppofers  of  the  match.  They  fet 
forth  James's  merit  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  per- 
fuading  his  fon-in-law  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  mercy 
of  the  emperor ;  and  that,  according  to  that  perfuafion, 
count  Mansfeild  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  had  re- 
ceived theu'  difmiflion  ;  that  himfelf,  by  the  incitements 
of  Spain,  had  brokg  with  France ;  yet,  notwithftanding 
thefe  graces  and  conceflions,  even  while  he  was  receiv- 
ing the  ftrongeft  afRirances  of  favour  to  his  fon-in-law 
from  Madrid  and  Bruflels,  Heidelbergh  had  been  fack- 
cd,  and  Manheim  taken,  though  garrifoned  by  Englifli 
troops. 


fy(f^t^rO 


No  motive  lefs  confiderable  than  the  treaty  in  agita-  NegotiatioRs 
tion  could  have  excited  James  to  confefs  himfelf  the  ^^'    ^^'*' 
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dupe  to  the  king  of  Spain.  This  was  not  the  only 
mortification  which  at  this  time  aflailed  him :  He  began 
to  apprehend  that  the  purpofed  delays  to  which  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  was  fubjeded  by  its  firft  arti- 
cle  might  be  drawn  on  to  infinity  ;  llimulated  by  thi3 
fear,  he  fent  an  agent  to  Rome  to  folicit  from  the  pope 
proper  authorities  for  completing  the  marriage. 

This  flep  ferved  but  to  expofe  his  keenncfs  for  the 
alliance,  and  produced  thefe  additions  to  the  already-fli- 
pulated  articles : 

That  the  Roman  catholics  fliould  be  allowed  a  pub* 
lie  church  in  London,  befides  the  infanta's  private  chapel : 

That  the  minifter  of  that  church  fhould  be  a  bifhop?; 

That  the  popifh  ecclefiaftics  fliould  be  fubjecH:  to  the.: 
laws  of  their  own  fuperiors  only  : 

That  the  childten  of  the  marriage  lliould  be  edu^ 
cated  by  the  mother,  and  that  fome  further  propofals 
fliould  be  agreed  to  for  the  benefit  of  popery. 

To  thefe  exorbitant  demands  James  remrned  this  anfwer: 

That  he  was  willing  to  allow  the  infanta  a  public 
ehapel,  or  rather  a  church,  in  which  a  bifliop  might 
officiate.     To  the  fecond  article  he  obje(5led, 

That  there  was  no  example  of  fuch  an  exemption  for 
€C€lefiafUcs,  even  in  popifli  ftates.     To  the  third  article,. 

That 
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That  the  children  fliould  be  left,  for  a  limited  time  Ann.  1622. 
-to  be  fixed  by  the  king  of  Spain,  under  the  tuition  of 
^their  mother.     To  the  further  indulgencics  for  popery  he 
faid  *, 

That  the  articles  of  religion  agreed  upon  between 
him  and  the  late  king  of  Spain  were  accounted  fo  fatif- 
fadory,  in  the  judgment  of  the  moll  learned  clergy  in 
Spain,  that  they  declared  their  opinion,  that,  upon  the 
offer  of  fuch  conditions,  the  pope  ought  not  to  with- 
hold the  difpenfation. 

This  anfwer  was  fent  to  Madrid,  that  it  might  not 
publickly  appear  that  the  king  treated  with  the  court  of 
Rome.  The  profefTions  of  Spain  now  grew  flronger : 
Olivares  declared,  that  if  the  emperor  fliould  refufe  to  Cabaia. 
reflore  Heidlebergh,  or  to  condcfcend  to  fuch  accommo- 
dation as  fhould  be  adjudged  reafonable,  the'  king  of 
Great  Britain  fliould  be  infallibly  afTifled  with  the  arms 
of  his  catholic  majefly  for  refloring  the  Palatinate.  The 
letters  that  Digby,  now  made  earl  of  Briflol,  wrote,  were 
full  of  afTurances  of  fuccefs. 

AVhilst  this  contradl  took  up  the  whole  attention  of 
the  court  of  England,  the  tov/n  of  Bergen-op-zoom, 
which  had  been  beficged  by  Spinola,  fince  the  expiratiom 
of  the  truce  between  Holland  and  Spain,  was  relieved 
by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  count  Mansfeild,  who  had 

*  Rudiworth  obfcrves,  that  It  appeared  here  that  Spain  had  con- 
cealed from  the  pope  fome  articles  that  James  had  already  yielccd 
to.     RujJdworth^  vol.  I.  p.  (i^^ 
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Ann.  1621.    joined  prince  Maurice,  after  their  difmiflion  from  the 
king  of  Bohemia's  fervice. 

Ann.  1623.         On  the  reception  of  James's  favourable  anfwer,  the 
alUance  of  the  Stewart  family  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
began,  even  at  Madrid,  to  wear  a  ferious  afpecfl.     The 
king  of  Spain  and  his  miniflers,  who  had  hitherto  made 
ufe  of  the  treaty  as  a  lure  to  induce  the  Britifh  mo- 
narch to  connive  at  their  pra(5lices  in  Germany,  found 
the  bait  had  been  fwallowed  too  eagerly  to  be  eafily  dif- 
gorged:  The  articles  of  religion,  which  had  been  thrown 
in  as  plaulible  impediments,  by  the  unexpeded  concef- 
fions  of  James,  brought  the  affair  to  a  crifis  that  could 
not  end  in  a  rupture  of  the  treaty,  without  reflecting 
an  equal  Ihare  of  infamy  on  the  deceiver  and  deceived. 
An  epiftolary   correfpondence  had  been  adually  begun 
between  James  and  the  pope,  who  would  have  thought 
himfelf  ill-treated  if  his  authority  had  been  ufed  as  a 
Hale  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  Spain,  who  was  at  prefcnt 
entangled  in  her  own  fnares.     Compuncflions  of  honour 
operated  on  Spanifh  counfels ;  or,  wliat  is  more  proba- 
ble, they  began  to  flatter  themfelves,  that  the  converfion 
of  Great  Britain  would  be  produced  by  this  alliance,  and 
the  infanta  numbered  with  the  divinities  in  the  popifh 
legends.     Some  or  all  of  thefe   motives   influenced  at 
prefent  fo  ftrongly  the  mcafures  of  Philip  and  his  mini- 
flry,  that  the  arrival  of  the  difpenfation,  which  was  ex- 
pected from  Rome  in  March  or  April,  was  to  be  followed 
in  four  days  by  a  folemnization  of  the  nuptials.      The 
articles  of  the   portion  and  jointure  were  already  fettled. 
Briflol  writes  word,  that  he  fliould  foon  bring  into  England 


the  mofl  accomplifhed  princefs  in  the  world,  with  a  por-  Ann.  1623. 
tion  of  two  millions. 

This  miniflers  profpe(5ls  on  the  merit  of  having  con- 
cluded this  defired  bufmeis,  and  the  intereft  he  had  with 
a  family  which  was  on  the  eve  of  having  an  important 
influence  on  the  court  of  England,  excited  in  the  breafl 
of  Buckingham  fenfations  of  jealoufy  ;  that,  with  the 
natural  vanity  of  his  difpofltion,  fired  him  with  a  de- 
fire  to  introduce  himfelf  to  the  court  of  Spain.  The 
fole  poflfefllon  of  James's  favour,  who  was  at  prefent 
old,  and  in  decline,  was  no  longer  the  ultimate  objedt 
of  his  views.  He  had  for  fome  time  ftudioufly  culti- 
vated the  prince's  friendfhip,  and  poflefTed  at  this  time 
fuch  a  degree  of  his  confidence  as  to  engage  him  in  the 
romantic  proje<St  of  a  journey  to  Madrid.  The  prince, 
though  he  was  grave  and  fedate,  had  an  amorous  dif- 
pofition  ;  his  reading,  which  had  been  chiefly  romances, 
was  as  little  calculated  to  inflruc^  him  in  rational  man- 
ners, as  were  his  father's  precepts  and  example  in  ra- 
tional principles  of  religion  and  government.  Thus  bi- 
afl"ed,  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  youthful  mind  was  in- 
flamed by  the  fanciful  arguments  of  Buckingham,  that 
urged  the  adventure  as  a  refined  piece  of  gallantry,  wor- 
thy  an  accomplifhed  prince. 

The  expedition  having  been  agreed  on  between  the 
two  parties,  on  the  firfl  favourable  opportunity,  when 
James  was  a  little  elevated  by  his  liquor,  and  a  previous  ^j*77"o1r?v*oT. 
converfation  on  the  expected  arrival  of  the  infanta,  an  i.p.n.&feq. 
afTent  to  their  defign  was  fo  importunately  begged  by 
tlic  prince,  and  feconded  by  Buckingham,  with  argu- 
ments 
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Am.  1623.  -raents  adapted  to  the  king's  inclination,  that  the  eafr 
monarch  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  give  it.  The  ar- 
gument urged  on  the  occafion  was,  that  this  piece  of 
gallantry  would  be  followed  by  <he  immediate  reftora- 
tion  of  the  Palatinate,  as  a  part  of  the  payment  of  that 
vaft  obligation  which  the  prince  would  lay  on  the  in- 
fanta by  fuch  an  unufual  compliment.  When  the  king's 
promife  had  been  thus  obtained,  he  was  further  urged 
for  an  allcnt,  that  they  might  put  their  dcfign  in  imme- 
diate execution,  without  other  attendants  than  two  fer- 
vants,  who  Ihould  be  kept  in  total  ignorance  till  the 
moment  of  their  departure. 


On  the  firft  hour  of  folitude,  James   revolved  in  his 
mind  the  pad  confultation :  Innumerable  diiEculties  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  his  frighted  imagination  ;  his  dif- 
order  was   fo  great  when  the  prince  and  Buckingham 
returned  to  him  for  the  difpatch,  tliat  he  fell  into  a  paf- 
fion  of  tears,  cried  out  he  was  undone,  and  that  they 
would  break  his  heart  if  they  perfifted  in  their  refolu- 
tion.      Then,    with  unufual  carnefti-kcfs,    he   fet   before 
them  the  evils  which  muft  attend  the  rafh  cnterprize  ; 
that  befides  the  inevitable  hazard  to  which  the  prince's 
perfon  would  be  expofcd,  it  muil  occalion  the  entire  lofs 
of  the  peoples'  aflciftion  to  himfelf,  and  the  ruin  of  the 
almoft-com pleated   match ;    that  on  the  prince's   arrival 
at  Madrid  the  articles  of  the  treaty  would  be  laid  afide, 
and  new  matter  propofed  which  had  not  yet  been  men- 
tioned, and  could  never  be  confcnted  to  by  him.     Tliis 
and  much  more  he  faid  to  the  fame  purpofe,  conjuring 
them  with  iighs,   and  an  increafe  of  tears,    that  they 
would  no  more  prcfs  him  on  a  thing  contrary  to  his 
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Tmderftanding  and  intereft.  The  fuppliant  monarch  Ann.  1623. 
received  no  anfwer  to  the  weighty  reafons  he  had  in- 
filled on  :  The  prince  put  him  in  mind  of  the  pro- 
mife he  had  made  the  day  before ;  which,  he  added, 
was  fo  facred  that  he  hoped  he  would  not  violate  it ; 
that  if  he  did  he  would  never  more  think  of  marriage. 
Buckingham  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  infolence  ; 
told  him,  that  his  word  would  never  be  again  believed 
after  his  retradting  fo  foon  what  he  had  folemnly  pro- 
mifed ;  that  he  plainly  difcerned  it  proceeded  from  ano- 
ther breach  of  his  word,  in  communicating  with  fome 
rafcal,  who  had  furnilhed  him  with  thofe  pitiful  rea- 
fons, but  he  doubted  not  that  he  fliould  know  hereafter 
who  his  counfellor  had  been  ;  that  his  receding  from 
his  promife  would  be  fuch  a  difobligation  to  the  prince,, 
that  undoubtedly  he  would  never  forget  it,  or  forgive 
the  man  that  had  been  the  caufe  of  it.  The  importu- 
nity of  the  prince,  and  the  roughnefs  of  Buckingham, 
intirely  prevailed  over  the  facile  difpolition  of  James, 
who  after  having  difclaimed,  with  many  oaths,  the  hav- 
ing communicated  the  matter  to  any  perfon  living,  gave 
them,  a  fecond  time,  a  full  leave  to  follow  their  incli- 
nation. It  was  agreed,  that  they  fhould  fet  out  in  two 
days,  and  that  Sir  Francis  Cottington,  the  prince's  fecre- 
tary,  and  Endymion  Porter,  one  of  his  gentlemen  of 
the  bed-chamber,  fliould  attend  them*.  James,  think- 
ing it  proper  that  the  intention  fliould  be  immediately 


•  Cottington  had  been  one  of  Cornwallls's  clerks  when  he  was 
James's  refident  in  Spain,  and  Endymion  Porter  had  been  a  menial 
fervant  to  Buckingham's  brother,  from  thence  preferred  to  his  fer- 
vice,  and  afterwards  to  be  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the 
prince.     /F/^«,  p.  225. 
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A-n.  1623.  communicated  to  them,  that  all  things  nccefTary  to  the 
journey  might  be  prepared,  fent  for  Sir  Francis  Cot- 
tington. 

On  his  appearance  he  previoufly  cautioned  him  con- 
cerning the  truft  he  was  going  to  repofc  in   him ;   then 
faid,  "  Cottington,  here  is  baby  Charles,  and  Stenie,  has 
a  mind  to  ride  pod  to  Spain,  to  fetch  home  the  infanta ; 
they  will  have  but  two  more  in  their  company,  and 
have  chofen  you  for  one :  What  think  you  of  the  jour- 
ney?"     Cottington  replied,  "  He  could  not   think  well 
of  it,  for  he  believed  it  would  render  fruitlcfs  all  that 
had  been  hitherto  done  in  the  match."     He   then  went 
on,  reprefenting  the  fame  obvious  reafons  that  had  al- 
ready occurred  to  the  king.     On  Cottington's   difcourfe 
the  king,  throwing  himfelf  upon  a  bed,  in  another  paf- 
fion   of    fighs,  tears,   and  lamentations,  exclaimed,  *'   I 
told  you  this  before;   I  am  undone!   I  am  undone!   and 
fliall  lofe  baby  Charles  ! "     Anger  and  rage  appeared  in 
the  countenances  of  the  princes  and  Buckingham  :  The 
latter  reproached  Cottington  with  the  utmoft  bitternefs  ; 
told  him,  "  That  on  being  afkcd   by  the  king  which 
was  tlie  bed  way  to  make  the  journey,  he  had  had  the 
prefumption  to  give  his  advice  in  matters  of  ilatc,  and 
againft  his  mailer,  without  being  called  to  it,  which  he 
ihould  repent  as  long  as  he  lived."     Thefe  threatenings 
put  the  king  into  a  new  agony  ;  who  cried  out,  "  Nay, 
by  God,  Stenie,  you  are  very  much  to  blame  to  ufe  him 
fo ;    he   anfwered  me  diredtly  to  the  qucftion  I  afkcd 
him,  and  very  honeftly  and  wifely,  and  yet  you  know 
he  faid  no  more  than  I  told  you  before  he  was  called 
in."     It  now  appeared  plainly  that  the  dcfign  came  ori- 
ginally 
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ginally  from  Buckingham.     James  was  obliged  to  yield  Aon.  1623. 
to  his  impetuofity,  and  Cottington  had  diredions  given 
him  for  the  journey. 

To  the  great  regret  of  the  dejefted  king,  the  prince,  l^^^^*'  J^"^' 
with  his  advifcr,  and  his   two  attendants,  fet  out  from  Madrid. 
London  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  February;  they  pafled 
through  France  in  difguife,  and  reached  Madrid  in  the 
fpace  of  eleven  days  *.     They  had  been  guilty  of  the 

*  James,  who  had  now  recovered  his  defpondency,  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing curious  letter  to  his  fon  and  favourite,  eighteen  days  after  their 
departure  from  England. 

"  My  fweete  boys,  I  wrytc  this  now  this  fevint  letre  unto  you  upon 
the  feventeenth  of  Mairche,  fent  in  my  Ihippe  calld  the  Adventure, 
to  my  two  boys  adventurers,  qwhom  God  ever  blefle  •,  and  now  to  be- 
gin with  him,  a  jove  principium,  I  have  fent  you,  my  babie,  two  of 
your  chaplains  fitted  for  this  purpofe,  Mawe  and  Wren,  together 
with  all  ftuffe  and  ornaments  fitte  for  the  fervice  of  God-,  I  have 
fully  inftrufted  thaimc,  fo  as  all  thaire  behavioure  and  fervice  fhall, 
I  hoape,  prove  decent  and  agreable  to  the  puritie  of  the  primitive 
cJiurch,  and  yet  as  neare  the  Romane  forme  as  can  lawfully  be  done, 
for  itt  hath  ever  been  my  way  to  goe  with  the  church  of  Rome, 
ufque  ad  aras.  All  the  particulars  hereof  I  remitte  to  the  relation  of 
youre  before-named  chaplens,  I  fend  you  alfo  youre  roabes  of  the  or- 
der, qwhiche  you  mud  not  forgctte  to  weare  upon  Saint  George's 
day,  and  dine  together  in  thaime,  if  they  can  come  in  time,  qwhiche 
I  pray  God  thaye  mayc,  for  itt  will  be  a  goodlie  light  for  the  Spa- 
niard is  to  fee  my  two  boys  dyne  in  thaime.  I  fend  you  alfo  the 
Jewells  I  promeifed,  both  fome  of  myne  and  fuch  of  youres,  I  mcane 
bothe  of  you  as  are  worthie  the  fending,  for  my  babie's  prefenting  his 
miftrefle.  I  fend  him  an  old  double  crofie  of  Lorraine,  not  fo  riche  as 
awncient,  and  yet  not  contemptible  for  the  valew ;  a  goodlie  looking- 
glaflc,  with  my  piaure  in  itt,  to  be  hung  att  her  girdle,  qwhiche  you 
muft  tell  her  ye  have  caufcd  itt  fo  to  be  enchawnted  by  airt  magike, 
as  whenlbever  (hee  iliail  be  pleafed  to  looke  in  itt  (he  fliall  fee  the 
fairell  laJie  that  either  her  brother  or  y^ure  father's  dominions  can  af- 
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Ann.  1623.    indifcretion  of  venturing  as  fpe<flators  at  a  court-ball  in 
France,  where  Charles  had  a  view  of  the  princefs  Hen- 

foorde  •,  ye  fhall  prefente  her  with  two  faire  long  diamonts,  fet  lyke 
an  anker,  and  a  faire  pendante  dyamont  hanging  att  thaime  ;  ye  fhall 
give  her  a  goodly  roape  of  pearles  ;  ye  fhall  give  her  a  carqiiant  or 
collcr,  threttein  great  ballas  nibeis,  and  thrcttein  knotes  or  cinques  of 
pearles ;  and  ye  fhall  give  her  a  head-drefTing  of  two  and  twenty  great 
peare  pearles  •,  and  ye  fhall  give  her  three  goodlie  peare  pendant  dya- 
monts,  qwhairof  the  biggefl  to  be  worne  at  a  needle  on  the  middeft  of 
her  foreheade,  and  one  in  everie  eare.  And  for  my  babie*s  owin  wear- 
ing ye  have  two  goode  Jewells  of  your  owin,  youre  rounde  broache  of 
dyamonts,  and  your  tryangle  dyamont,  with  the  great  rounde  pearle  ; 
and  I  fend  you  for  youre  wearing  the  three  brethren  that  ye  know  full 
well,  but  newlie  fette,  and  the  mirroure  of  Frawnce,  the  fellow  of 
the  Portugal  dyamont,  qwhich  I  wolde  wifhe  you  to  weare  alone  in 
your  hatte,  v;ith  a  little  blacke  feather  j  ye  have  alfo  good  dyamont 
buttons  of  youre  owin  to  be  fett  to  a  doublette  or  jerkin  ;  as  for 
youre  I  it  may  ferve  for  a  prefent  to  a  don.  As  for  thee,  my  fweete 
gofTeppe,  I  fend  thee  a  faire  table-dyamonde,  qwhich  I  wolde  once 
have  gevin  thee  before  if  thou  wolde  have  taken  itt,  for  wearing  on 
thy  hatte,  or  qwhaire  thou  plaifjs ;  and  if  my  babie  will  fpaire  thee 
the  two  long  dyamonts  in  forme  of  an  anker,  with  the  pendant  dya- 
mont, itt  were  fitt  for  an  admirall  to  weare,  and  he  hath  enough  bet- 
ter Jewells  for  his  miftrefle  ;  thou  hes  of  thyne  owin  thy  goode  olde 
Jewell,  thy  three  pindars  dyamonts,  thy  piclure-cafe  I  gave  Kate,  and 
the  great  dyamont-chaine  I  gave  her,  qwho  wolde  have  fent  thee  the 
lealt  prinne  fhe  hadde,  if  I  had  not  ftayed  her  ;  if  my  babie  will  not 
fpaire  the  anker  from  his  miftrefTe,  he  may  well  lend  thee  his  rounde 
broache  to  weare,  and  yet  he  fhall  have  Jewells  to  weare  in  his  hatte 
for  three  great  dayes.  And  now  for  the  form  of  my  babic's  prefent- 
ing  of  his  Jewells  to  his  miflrefTe,  I  leave  that  to  himfelfe,  with  Sten- 
nic's  advice,  and  my  lord  of  Briftolt's,  onlie  I  would  not  have  thaime 
prelented  all  att  once,  but  att  the  more  fundrie  times  the  better,  and 
I  would  have  the  rarefl  and  richeft  kept  hinmofte.  I  have  alfo  fenc 
four  other  crofTes  of  meaner  valew,  with  a  great  pointed  dyamont  in 
a  ring,  qwhich  will  fave  charges  in  prefents  to  Dons,  according  to 
their  qualities  •,  but  I  will  fend  with  the  fleete  dyvers  other  Jewells 
for  prefents  for  faving  of  chairges,    qwhairof  wc   have    foe  muche 
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rietta,  his  after-wife.  Equally  ftrong  was  the  aftonifli-  Ann.  1623. 
inent,  mortification,  and  confufion  of  Briftol,  when  he 
faw  the  travellers  alight  at  his  houfe :  Nothing,  in  his 
opinion,  but  a  demon  in  the  form  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,  could  have  prevented  the  fuccefsful  termination 
of  an  affair  that  had  coll  fo  much  time,  pains,  and  vex- 
ation.  It  was^alledged  againft  him  by  Buckingham, 
that,  on  finding  the  prince's  errand  was  not  to  turn 
papift,  as  he  at  firft  fufpeded  it  was,  he  advifed  him 
with  earneftnefs  to  that  flep.  Nor  is  this  fac^  improba- 
ble, fince,  in  tlie  prefent  circumllances,  the  minifler 
might  rationally  conclude,  that  a  contrary  refolution 
would  be  followed  by  the  rupture  of  the  treaty,  and, 
with  it,  the  difappointment  of  his  future  profpeds. 


When  the  arrival  of  the  royal  vifitor  was  formally  The  prince 
made  known  to  the  SpaniOi  monarch,  the  attention  of  MadHd!' 
himfelf  and  council  was  totally  employed  in  devifing  on 
the  occafion  a  reception  as  romantically  exalted  as  the 
occafion  itfclf ;  nor  could  the  moft  heated  fancy  of  their 
own  romantic  writers  dcfcribe  more  pompous  ceremo- 
nies, or  more  bombaft  expreflions  of  refpecfl,  than  were 

neede  ;  for  till  my  babie's  comming  away  thaire  will  be  no  neede  of 
giving  of  prefents  to  any  but  to  her.  Thus  you  fee  how  as  long  as  I 
want  the  fweete  comforte  of  my  boyes  converfation,  I  ame  forced, 
yea,  and  delytes,  to  convcrfe  with  thaime  by  long  letres.  God  biefl'e 
you  both,  my  fweete  boyes,  and  fende  you,  after  a  fuccefsfull  jour- 
ney, a  joyefuU  and  happie  returne  in  the  armis  of  your  deare  dade. 

_,  James  R. 

*'  From  Newmarket,  on  Saint  Patrick's- 
daye,  qwho  of  olde  was  to  well  patro- 
nized in  the  country  ye  are  in.'*     MSS,  in  the  Brit,  Mufeum,  n. 
601 1,  p.  21,  ^  fe(i. 
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A«n.  16J3.  here  praaifed  to  delight  the  imagination  of  their  ena- 
moured gueft :  The  prifons  in  Spain  were  thrown  open; 
the  fumptuary  laws  fufpended ;  the  privy  counfellors 
waited  on  him  in  a  body  to  inform  him,  that  they  had 
exprcfs  orders  to  obey  him  as  exacHily  as  the  king  him- 
felf.  Nor  was  he  fufFered  long  to  languifh  for  the  fight 
of  his  miftrefs,  who  was  carried  abroad  to  vifit  a  mo- 
naftery,  that  her  lover  might  be  gratified  with  a  diftant 

Hisreccption.  yiew.  His  introdii6tion  into  the  palace  was  performed 
with  the  fame  parade  that  attends  the  kings  of  Spain 
at  their  coronation;  Philip  took  the  left-hand  of  him 
on  all  occafions  ;  he  was  conftantly  ferved  by  the  gran- 
dees and  tituladoes  ;  prefented  with  golden  keys  of  all 
the  regal  apartments,  that  he  might  have  acccfs  at  all 
hours  ;  the  queen  fent  him  divers  prefents  of  rich  ap- 
parel, perfumes,  and  other  rarities  of  the  country  ;  he 
was  entertained  with  a  variety  of  fhews  and  triumphs, 
where,  like  a  fuccefsful  knight,  he  often  obtained  the 
prize  in  prcfence  of  his  miftrefs  ;  at  a  dinner  at  St.  Je- 
rome's monaftery  fevcral  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
crown  waited  upon  him  bare-headed.  Wilfon  alTerts  that 
this  fervile  cuftom  was  introduced  into  Spain  by  Philip 
the  Second,  who  carried  it  from  England,  where  he  had 
been  thus  attended  ** 


Wilfon, 
p.  228. 


Whilst  this  pompous  fcene  was  adling  at  Madrid, 
the  difpenfation  lingered  at  Rome.  Tlie  prime  miniiler 
Olivares,  on  his  firft  congratulations  to  the  prince,  told 

*  Sully  in  his  Memoirs  teftifies  the  having  been  much  furprized  at 
beholding  the  ceremony  of  ferving  the  king  of  England,  at  the  time 
of  dinner,  on  the  knee, 

him, 
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him,  "  That  the  match  would  be  concluded  inftantly ;  Ann.  1623. 
that  now  the  kings  of  Spain  and  England  fhould  divide 
the  world  between  them,  for  that  he  did  not  queflion 
but  he  came  to  change  his  religion."  The  artful  Gon- 
demar,  who  was  at  this  time  at  Madrid,  did  not  fail  to 
act  his  part  of  the  farce,  by  telling  the  prince  one  day, 
in  a  jocular  manner,  "  That  he  had  flrange  news  to  tell 
him,  which  was,  that  himfelf,  though  an  Englifliman 
in  his  heart,  had  been  made  that  morning  a  privy 
counfellor."  This  was  followed  by  a  compliment  from 
Philip,  that  he  had  conferred  that  honour  on  Gonde- 
mar  that  his  highnefs  might  be  informed  of  all  their 
refolves. 

Charles  at  this  time  received  a  letter  from  the  pope:  intercouHVof 
It  expreiles  an  alFured  belief  that  the  prince  was  come  tweencharie* 
to  Spain  for  the  purpofe  of  being  received  into  the  bo-  ^"'^  ^^^  ^^** 
fom  of  the  papal  church.     As  the  prince's  anfwer  to  ^'j^j*®'^^ 
this  letter  has  been  reprefcntcd  by  a  very  ingenious  au-  &  ^eq- 
tlior  in  the  light  of  a   decent   compliment,    to   which 
there  could  be  no  fubflantial  objed:ions,  I  fliall  give  it 
at  full  length. 


Prince  Charles  to  pope  Gregory  the  Fifteentlt. 

"  Moil  holy  father, 

"  We  have  received  your  letter  with  no  kfs  thank- 
fulnefs  and  refpcdl  than  is  due  to  the  fmgular  good-will 
and  godly  affection  wherewith  we  know  it  was  written. 
It  was  mofl  acceptable  to  us,  that  the  never-enough-re- 
nowned examples  of  our  anceftors  were  propofed  to  us 
by  your  holinefs  for  our  infpedtion  and  imitation ;  who, 

though 
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Ann;  1623.    thougli  tlicv  oftcn  liazardcd  their  lives  and  foctunes,  to 
propagate   the  Chriftian  faith,  yet  did  they  never  more 
chearfully  difplay  the  banners  of  Chrift  crucified,  againfl 
his  moll  bitter  enemies,  than  we  will  endeavour  to  the 
utmofl,    that  the  peace  and  union  which  fo  long  tri- 
umphed may  be  reduced  into  the  Chriftian  world,  after 
a  kind  of  elimination  or  exile.     For  fmce  the  malice  of 
the  father  of  difcords  hath  fowed  fuch  unhappy  divi- 
lions  amongft  thofe  who  profefs  the  Chriftian  religion, 
we  account  this  moft  neceflary,  thereby  to  promote  with 
better  fuccefs  the  glory  of  God,  and  Chrift  our  Saviour, 
Nor  fliall  we  efteem  it  lefs  honour  to  tread  in  their  foot- 
fteps,  and  to  have  been   their  rivals  and   imitators   in 
holy   undertakings,    than   to   have    been   defcended   of 
them ;  and  we  are  very  much  encouraged  to  this,  as 
well  by  the  known  inclination  of  our  lord  and  father, 
and  his  ardent  defire  to  lend  a  hand  to  fo  pious  a  work, 
as  by  the  anguifh  that  gnaws  his   royal  breaft  when  he 
confiders  what  cruel  deftru6lions,  what  deplorable  cala- 
mities  arifc  out  of  the  diflcntions  of  Chriftian  princes. 
Your  holinefs's  conjedlure  of  our  dcfire  to  contract  an 
alliance  and  marriage  with  a  catholic  family  and  princefs, 
is  agreeable  both  to  your  wifdom  and  charity ;  for  we 
would  never  defire  fo  vehemently  to  be  joined  in  a  ftri(5l 
and  indillbluble  bond  with  any  mortal  whatfocvcr,  whofe 
religion  we  hated.     Therefore  your  holinefs  may  be  af- 
fured,  that  we  are,  and  always  will  be,  of  that  modera- 
tion as  to  abftain  from  fuch  actions  as  may  teftify  our 
hatred  againft  the  Roman  catholic  religion ;  we  will  ra- 
ther embrace   all  occafions  whereby,  through  a  gentle 
and  fair  procedure,  all  finifter  fufpicions  may  be  taken 
away :    That  as  we  all  confefs  one  individual  trinity, 

and 
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and  one  Chrift  crucified,  we  may  unanimoufly  grow  up  Ann.  1623. 
into  one  faith ;  which  that  we  may  compafs,  we  little 
value  all  labour  and  watchings,  yea,  the  very  hazard  of 
our  lives.  It  remains  that  we  render  thanks  to  your 
holinefs  for  your  letter,  which  we  efteem  as  a  fingular 
prefcnt,  and  wifti  your  holinefs  all  profjxrity  and  eter- 
nal happinefs." 


To  make  the  comment  upon  this  anfwer  more  eafy, 
it  muft  be  known  that  the  pope,  in  his  letter,  exhorts 
the   prince  to  follow  his   anceftors  in  obedience  to  the 
fee  of  Rome.      *'  It  was  moft  acceptable  to  us,  returns 
the  prince,  that  the  never-enough-rcnowned  examples  of 
our  anceftors  were  propofed  to  us    by  your  holinefs  for 
our  infpcclion  and  imitation."      The  pope  propofes  no 
medium,  he  infifts  upon  a  return  of  obedience  to  the 
papal  hierarchy :  "  Yet  did  they  never,  fays   the  prince, 
more  chearfully  difplay  the  banners  of  Chrift  crucified, 
againft  his  moft  bitter  enemies,   than  we  will  endeavour 
to  the  utmoft  to  reftorc  peace  and  union  in  the  church." 
The   pope    fuppofes  that    the  prince  profecutes    the  in- 
tended marriage  with  a  defign  to  reunite  himfelf  to  the 
church   of  Rome:    The  prince  returns   anfwer,  "  That 
the  pope's  conjeflure  is   according  to  charity  and  wif- 
dom, for  he  would  never  defire  to  be  joined  in  marriage 
with  any  one  whofe  religion  he  hated."      It  is  very  ap- 
parent,   from   the  whole  tenor  of   the  anfwer,    that  at 
this  time  the  love-fick  prince  was   too  much  rivetted  in 
the  defire  of  the  match  to  let  any  obftacles  in  point  of 
religion    interpofe    between   him   and    pollcflion.     But, 
whilft  his  pafiion  was  tantalized  by  daily  expeclations  of 
the  difpcnfation,  it  at  length  arrived  from  Rome,  tacked 
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Am.  1613.  to  additional  anicles  in  point  of  religion.  As  thefe 
were  of  great  importance,  he  was  obliged  to  refer  them 
to  his  father,  and  Cottington  was  fent  into  England  on 
diis  errand. 

James  was  fo  delighted  with  the  account  of  his  fon's 
treatment  at  the  court  of  Spain,  that  he  broke  out  into 
frantic  expreillons  of  joy,  and  was  heard  fcveral  times 
to  fay,  "  Now  all  the  devils  in  Hell  cannot  hinder  the 
match."  On  his  afking  his  council  whether  it  would 
be  convenient  to  grant  a  toleration  for  papifts,  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbur)^,  which 
flrongly  reprcfentcd  to  him  how  incongruous  fuch  a 
meafure  was  to  all  his  pad  profefTions,  and  how  dan- 
gerous the  attempt  to  abrogate  the  laws  of  the  land  by 
his  own  power,  might  prove  to  the  welfare  of  himfelf 
and  family.  This  fpirited  intcrpofition  was  made  by 
the  worthy  prelate  whilft  he  lay  under  difgrace  for  hav- 
ing killed  a  park-keeper  in  an  attempt  to  flioot  a  deer. 
His  mortification  for  this  unlucky  accident  had  been 
fo  great  as  to  petition  the  king  for  leave  to  retire  to  an 
alms-houfe  at  Guilford,  which  he  had  built  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor. 

Williams,  the  lord  keeper,  had  informed  Bucking- 
ham, that,  by  the  common  law  yet  in  force,  the  arch- 
biftiop  was  made  irregular,  ipfo  faBo,  and  fo  fufpcnded 
from  all  ecclcfiaftical  functions,  until  reftorcd  by  his  fu- 
perior,  who  was  the  king's  majcfty  ;  to  this  he  added, 
"  Tliat  though  it  was  againfl  the  king's  nature  to  add 
affliction  to  the  affliclcd,  vet  to  leave  a  man  of  blood 
primate  and  patriarch  of  all  his  churches,  founded  very 
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harfh  in  the  old  councils  and  canons,  and  the  papifts  Ann.  162J. 
would  not  fpare  to  cenfure  it  *.     It  is  very  much  to 
James's   credit  that  this  advice  was    rejedled,    and   the 
archbifliop  continued  in  his  ecclcfiaftical  dignity. 

Cottington  was  foon  fent  back  to  Spain  with  the 
additional  articles  figned  by  the  king  and  council. 

That  the  infanta  fliould  take  with  her  her  family, 
and  that  thefe  fhall  be  nominated  by  the  Catholic  king, 
and  afterwards  fupplied  by  him : 

That  the  election  of  her  priefts  fhall  belong  to  the 
infanta  : 


That  the  fervants  of  the  family  of  the  lady  infanta 
fhall  not  be  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  provided  there  be  any  claufe 
contrary  to  their  confciences,  and  the  Roman  catholic 
religion  : 

That  the  laws  which  are,  or  fliall  be,  againft  reli- 
gion, fhall  not  take  hold  of  the  faid  fervants,  and  only 
the  fupcrior  ecclefiaftic  may  proceed  againft  ecclcfiaftical 
perfons,  as  hath  been  accuftomed  by  catholics.     And  if 

*  Williams,  who  was  at  this  time  indulged  with  the  bifhopric  of 
Lincoln,  refufed  to  be  conlccrated  by  the  unfortunate  prelate.  It 
may  be  qusftioned  whether  this  objedion  arofe  from  a  confcience  deli- 
cate in  trifles,  or  from  a  defire  to  pleafe  his  patron  Buckingham,  to 
whom  Abbot  was  very  didigreeable.  Laud,  who,  by  the  means  of 
that  favourite,  was  at  this  time  appointed  bilhop  of  St.  David's,  had 
tlie  fame  fcruples. 
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Ann.  1623.  any  fccular  judge  (hall  apprehend  any  ccclefiaftical  per- 
fon  for  any  ollcncc,  he  fhall  forthwith  caufe  him  to  be 
delivered  to  the  fuperior  ecclefiaftic,  who  fhall  proceed 
againfl  him  according  to  the  canon-law  : 

That  the  nurfes  wlio  (hall  give  fuck  to  the  childixn 
of  the  lady  infanta  fliall  be  chofen  by  die  lady  infanta. 

To  thefe  additional  articles,  with  thofe  already  men- 
tioned, the.  king  and  privy  council  fwore.  Mot-eovcr,, 
the  king  agreed  to  thefe  private  ones  : 

That  particular  laws  now  enabled  againfl  Roman 
catholics,  and  even  general  laws,  under  which  all  the 
fubjc(fts  are  comprized,  if  they  are  repugnant  to  the  Ro- 
man catholic  religion,  fhall  not  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  any  means  or  chance  whatfoever,  dire^flly  or  indi- 
redly,  be  commanded  to  be  put  in  execution  againfl  the 
faid  Roman  catholics  ;  and  we  will  caufe  that  our  counr 
cil  fnall  take  the  fame  oath,  as  far  as  it  pertains  to 
them  : 


That  no  attempt  fliall  be  made  with  the  mod  re* 
nowned  lady  infanta.  Donna  Maria,  about  any  thing 
which  fhall  be  repugnant  to  the  Roman  catholic  relir 
gion,  or  thofe  things  which  fhall  be  contained  in  the 
treaty  of  matrimony  : 

That  we  and  the  prince  of  AVales  will  intcrpofe  our 
authority,  and  will  do  as  much  as  in  us  lie,  that  the 
parliament  fliall  ratify  the  articles  capitulated  betweea 
the  moil  renowned  kings  in  favour  of  the  Roman  ca- 
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tholics  by  reafon  of  this  marriage,  and  that  the  faid  Ann.  162$. 
parliament  fhall  revoke  and  abrogate  the  particular  laws 
made  againfl  Roman  catholics,  as  likewife  the  general 
laws  under  which  all  are  equally  comprehended,  if  they 
are  repugnant  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion  ;  and  wc 
will  not  hereafter  confent  that  the  fltid  parliament  fhall 
ever  at  any  time  enacSl  or  write  any  other  new  laws 
againfl  Roman  catholics. 

The  priv)^-counfellor's  oath  was  this: 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  fwear  that  I  will  truly  and  fully  ob- 
ferve,  as  much  as  belongeth  to  me,  all  and  every  of  the 
articles  which  are  contained  in  the  treaty  of  marriage 
between  the  mofl  gracious  Charles  prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  mofl  gracious  lady  Donna  Maria,  infanta  of  Spain. 
Likewife  I  fwear,  that  I  will  neither  commit  to  execu- 
tion, or  caufe  to  be  executed,  either  by  myfelf  or  by 
any  inferior  officer  ferving  under  me,  any  law  made 
againfl  any  Roman  catholic  whatfoever,  nor  will  execute 
any  puniCiment  infliclcd  by  thofe  laws,  but  in  all  things 
that  belong  to  me  will  faithfully  obfcrve  his  majcfty's 
word  given  in  that  behalf." 


When  thefe  returned  to  Spain,  the  prince  of  Wales 
engaged  on  the  part  of  his  father,  that  all  the  agreed- 
to  particulars  fliould  take  place  in  three  years,  or  fooner 
if  poflible  ;  that  he  would  intercede  that  the  ten  years 
of  the  education  under  the  infanta  fliould,  according  to 
the  defire  of  the  pope,  be  prorogued  to  twelve.  To  this 
was  added  an  obligation,  that,  as  often  as  the  infanta 
fliould  require,  the  prince  would  give  ear  to  divines  or 
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others  whom  flie  would  pleafc  to  employ,  ia  matter  of 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  ;  and  for  further  caution  in 
point  of  the  free  exercife  of  the  faid  religion,  the  prince 
engaged,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  that  the  things  pro- 
mifed  (liould  take  eilea,  and  be  put  in  execution,  as 
well  in  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as  of 
England. 

The  belief  of  a  powerful  protedion  to  the  catholics 
in  England  was  at  this  time  fo  well  eftabliflicd,  that  a 
titular  bifliop  of  Calcedon  came  privately  to  London  to 
exercife  an  epifcopal  jurifdicflion  over  them.  Bonfires 
and  other  public  rejoicings  were  made  on  the  fuccefs  of 
the  treaty  ;  the  infanta  was  ftiled  princefs  of  Wales  ;  a 
chapel  was  building  for  her  at  St.  James's  ;  a.  fleet  was 
prepared  for  her  paflage  ;  and  amongfl  the  fervile,  the 
curious,  and  the  ignorant,  three  numerous  clafles  of 
men,  which  are  the  conflant  flatterers  and  followers  of 
the  humours  of  the  times,  her  pidure  was  every  where 
to  be  fcen.  At  this  time  feveral  noblemen  left  England 
to  pay  their  court  at  Madrid. 

In  the  good  humour  into  which  the  prcfent  fituation 
of  afiairs  had  put  James,  the  favourite  was  not  forgot  :  A 
patent  for  the  title  of  duke  was  fent  to  him  by  Cotting- 
ton,  that  he  might  be  upon  a  footing  with  the  bed 
grandee  in  Spain.  But  whilft  the  felf-flattercd  monarch 
was  enjoying  in  profped  the  accomplilhment  of  his  de- 
fires,  new  doubts  arofe  in  the  council  at  Madrid.  As 
much  or  more  had  been  yielded  to,  it  was  faid,  than 
could  have  been  realbnably  expected ;  but,  had  the  Bri- 
tlih  king  and  his  fon  power  to  effect  what  they  had 
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fo  readily  granted  I  would  it  not  be  prudent  to  make  Ann.  1623. 
this  trial  by  delaying  the  folemnization  of  the  nuptials 
till  the  full  performance  of  the  conceflions  ?  On  the  re- 
fult  of  this  debate  the  bifhop  of  Segovia  frankly  told 
Buckingham,  "  That  the  ai'ticles  James  had  alien  ted  to 
in  favour  of  the  Roman  catholics,  amounted  to  a  tolera- 
tion ;  that  he  had  heard  fomething  of  the  eftate  of  Eng«^ 
kind,  that  the  king  could  not  grant  a  toleration  without 
a  rebellion,  and  he  eafdy  believed  it,  becaufe  that  the 
king  of  Spain  was  not  able  in  his  dominions  to  efTecft 
die  like  enterprize  without  incurring  the  like  danger  : 
He  therefore  concluded,  that  if  the  infanta  was  fent 
into  England  before  thefe  alterations  were  eftabliflied, 
fhe  might  be  treated  with  a  rebellion."  Gundamorc, 
who  had  given  information  to  the  Spanifli  council  of 
the  meafure  of  influence  James  had  in  England,  clofcd 
in  with  the  bifhop  of  Segovia,  and  faid,  "  That  he  did 
not  think  it  fitting  to  part  with  the  infanta  before  the 
articles  were  perfedlly  put  in  execution." 

This  new  objection,  when  communicated  to  James, 
flung  him  into  a  fit  of  defpair:  His  promifes  had  been 
made  in  fecret,  and  not  to  be  performed  but  by  degrees, 
and  after  the  marriage,  when  the  power  of  Spain  was 
united  to  the  power  of  the  crown  of  England  ;  he  was 
now  prefifed  to  expofe  them  to  the  public,  by  an  abrupt 
execution,  whilft  the  treaty  was  yet  unconcluded,  and, 
by  fuch  a  prelude,  to  fill  the  minds  of  his  already-dif- 
contented  fubjed:s  with  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  its. 
ifllie. 

To.  give  Spain  every  poflible  fatisfadlion,  a  full  decla- 
ration 
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Ann.  1623.  ration  of  his  intentions  \vas  drawn  up,  and  figncd  by 
.fecrctary  Conway,  and  feveral  privy  counfellors.  This 
confirmed  the  grant  of  all  the  articles,  both  public  and 
•private  ;  and  that  it  Ihould  be  lawful  for  the  Spanifli 
amballadors  to  allign  a  difcreet  perfon  to  employ  fuch 
fufhcicnt  lawyers  as  fliould  be  thought  fit  to  take  care 
of  the  ftrength,  validity,  and  fecurity  of  the  faid  grants ; 
and  that  his  majelly's  attorney  fliould  have  charge  to  re- 
ceive and  admit  the  faid  lawyers  to  the  fight  and  judg- 
ment of  the  fiiid  draughts,  and,  in  any  doubts,  to  give 
them  fatisfadlion,  or  to  ufe.  fuch  legal,  neccfTar}',  and 
pertinent  words  and  phrafes  as  he  the  attorney-general 
Ihould  propound  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Roman  catho- 
lics, and  fure  making  of  the  faid  grants  ;  and  that  his 
majefty's  will  and  plcafure  was,  that  a  legal  and  au- 
thentical  pardon  Ihould  be  pafi^ed  under  the  great  feal, 
wherein  Ihould  be  freely  pardoned  all  the  penalties  to 
■which  the  Roman  catholics  were  liable  for  matters  of 
confcicnce,  and  in  which  they  had  been  proceeded 
againfi,  or  might  be;  that  a  courfe  fliould  be  taken 
that  the  pardon  fliould  not  be  codly  ;  and  that  it 
Ihould  be  lawful  to  put  as  many  as  was  pofTible  in  one 
pardon. 

The  Spanifli  ambafiadors,  not  being  fatisficd  with 
thefe  alilirances,  the  lord-keeper  and  other  coniniinion-' 
ers  were  diretfted  to  draw  up  a  pardon  of  all  ofiTcnces 
pad,  with  a  difpenfation  for  thofe  to  come,  to  be  granted 
to  all  Roman  catholics  obnoxious  to  any  laws  againfl 
recufants,  and  then  to  ifTue  forth  two  general  commands 
under  the  great  feal  of  England;  the  one  to  all  judges 
and  jufiiccs  of  the  peace,  and   the  other  to  all   billiops, 
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.     chancellors,  and  commifiTaries,  not  to  execute  any  ftatute  Ann.  1623. 
againfi:  them. 

The  pardon  was  pafiTed  full  and  ample  ;  but  Wil- 
liams, the  lord-keeper,  reprefented  fo  ftrongly  the  dan- 
ger of  a  general  difcontent  and  mutiny,  fliould  is  take 
place  immediately,  by  the  means  of  fo  peremptory  a 
prohibition  to  the  judges  and  bifliops,  and  the  greater 
probability  of  fuccefs  were  the  king's  favours  enlarged 
by  degrees,  that  the  ambafTadors  at  length  confented  that 
the  matter  fliould  refl:  till  the  ai'iival  of  the  infanta. 

To  all  the  important  conceflions  that  had  been  al- 
ready made  by  the  Englifh  monarch,  this  additional 
claufe  in  the  pope's  difpenfation  was  flill  infilled  on : 

"  That  whereas  there  were  certain  articles  confented 
unto  by  the  king  of  England  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
catholics  in  his  dominions,  a  Iccurity  fliould  be  given 
for  the  performance  of  thofe  concefiions."  To  this  de- 
mand James  anfwered,  "  That  he  could  give  no  other 
fecurity  than  his  own  and  the  prince's  oath,  exemplified^ 
under  the  great  feal  of  England." 

This  was  not  fatisfaftory,  and  James  fuffered  the 
mortification  of  being  told,  "  That  his  own  and  the 
prince's  oath  was  not  a  fufFicient  fecurity,  unlefs  fome 
jfovereign  catholic  prince  would  fland  engaged  for  its 
jgrformance.  Affairs  remaining  thus  embarrafTed,  the 
;mg  of  Spain  proffered  to  engage  himfclf  by  oath  for 
^rformance  of  the  articles,  if,  on  a  confultation  with 
us  ghofily  fathers,  it  was  determined  that  he  might  do 
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Ann.  1623.  it  with  a  fafe  confciencc.  A  junto  of  divines  were  called 
to  a  formal  confideration ;  they  at  length  concluded  in 
the  aflirmativc,  and  that  in  cafe  the  king  of  England 
lliould  fail  to  execute  what  was  llipulated,  the  king  of 
Spain  was  to  vindicate  his  oath  by  the  fword.  Thus  did 
his  catholic  majedy  obtain  a  kind  of  right  to  head  a 
large  party  in  England,  which  were  to  appeal  to  him  for 
rcdrefs  in  all  cafes  of  grievance. 

The  vail  acquifitions  which  had  been  lately  made  by 
the  houfe  of  Auilria,  and  the  profpeJt  of  its  increafe  of 
power  by  a  conjunction  with  Great  Britain,  raifcd  ap- 
prehenfions  in  die  court  of  France  that  occafioncd  an 
entire  alteration  of  their  late  meafures.  From  perfecut- 
ing  their  proteftant  fubjecls  to  the  brink  of  deftru6lion, 
tlicy  condcfcendcd  to  a  re-union,  on  the  terms  of  their 
poflcfling  all  the  privileges  in  point  of  religion  which 
ihey  had  before  enjoyed.  The  Hare  of  the  mal-contents 
in  Germany  was  daily  more  hopclefs.  The  reftoration 
of  the  Palatinates  had  not  been  mentioned  in  the  late 
tranfadions  between  James  and  the  court  of  Spain, 

Ix  vain  had  he  fticrificcd  both  reputation  and  in- 
tcrcll  to  the  chimerical  project  of  a  ftrid:  union  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  ;  further  obllaclcs  Hill  retarded  the  ac- 
complilhmcnt  of  his  wi(hes.  At  this  particular  crifis, 
when  the  alT^iir  was  apparently  concluded  to  the  flitif- 
fa<5lion  of  all  parties,  the  death  of  Gregory  the  Fifteenth 
afforded  the  Spaniards  an  excufe  for  delaying  the  n 
lials  till  the  aflcnt  of  cardinal  Harberini,  the  new 
had  been  obtained.  The  Spanilh  minillry  pretc 
that,  as  the  difpcnfation  Hill  lay  in  the  nuncio's  haiu!5| 
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and  a  contract  had  not  been  formed  upon  it,  it  w^as  by  Ann.  1625. 
the  late  pope's  death  fufpended,  and  a  ratification  from 
the  new  one  was  become  neceflary.  This  unfeafonable 
objection  undoubtedly  proceeded  from  the  zeal  of  the 
courts  of  Rome  and  Spain  to  complete  the  prince's  con- 
verfion  before  he  left  Madrid, 

The  immediate  adt  of  the  new  pope  was  to  begin  a 
correfpondence  with  the  king  of  England  and  his  fon  : 
He  informs  the  latter,  that  the  firft  letters  which  be  re- 
ceived after  he  was  preferred  to  the  throne  of  the  apo- 
ftles,  were  thofe  fent  out  of  Spain  from  him  the  prince 
to  Gregory  the  Fifteenth,  his  predeceffor,  of  famous 
memory :  «  We  lifted  up  our  hands  to  Heaven,  conti- 
nues he,  and  gave  thanks  to  the  Father  of  mercies, 
when,  in  the  very  entry  of  our  reign,  a  Britifli  prince 
began  to  perform  this  kind  of  obeifance  to  the  pope  of 
Rome.*' 


m 


Charles's  patience  was  at  length  exhaufted  by  the 

vexatious   delays  which   had   fucceflively   rofe   between 

him  and  the  pofTeflion  of  his  miftrefs.     The  Spaniards 

in  cffciSt  had,  by  an  over-nicenefs  and  too  fine  drawn  a 

polic)%  rather  flarved  than  cheriflied  his  paflion ;  inftead 

of  having  indulged  him  with   thofe  tender  interviews 

and  little  favours  that  fwell  the  expedlations,  raife  the 

defires,  and  increafe  the  paflion  of  the  fanguine  lover, 

he  had  been  treated  with  a  referve  that  arofe  to  an  af- 

fedted  indiflference ;  entertaining  his   miftrefs  had  been 

i>o  oiherwife  allowed  than  in  the  moft  formal  manner, 

"^fpefore   a   circle  of  ceremonious   fpedators.     Thus  re- 

-  ftrained,  his  paflion  had  been  vented  in  diftant  glances. 

Vol.  I.  F  f  ^hich 
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Ann.  1623.    which  met  with  a  return  fo  cold  that  it  damped  the 
hopes  of  a  mutual  inclination. 

His  long  ftay  at  Madrid  had  produced  occafions  which 
gave  rife  to  a  reciprocal  difguft  between  Buckingham 
and  the  Spanifh  miniflry:  That  decent  formal  people  re- 
^  garded  with  averfion  the  manners  of  the  favourite,*— a 
mixture  of  Gallic  licentioufnefs  and  Britifh  roughnefs. 
The  diftafleful  familiarity  that  fubfifled  between  him 
and  his  mailer  gave  great  offence  to  the  high  notions 
which  that  nation  entertained  of  royalty,  and  was  as 
incongruous  to  the  equally-exalted  pretenlions  of  James 
and  his  fon,  as  to  the  romantic  conceits  of  the  Spa- 
niards. A  contemptible  bufFoonry  was  not  the  moft 
material  oiFencc  in  Buckingham's  carriage ;  his  beha- 
viour was  lafcivious,  and  his  whole  condudt  com- 
pounded of  oppofitions  to  Spanifh  gravity  and  Spanifh  i 
delicacy. 

From  thefe  caufes  had  arifen  a  reciprocal  animofity 
between  the  parties,  that  produced  at  feveral  times  high 
and  warm  altercations.  Olivares,  in  a  junto  of  mini- 
flers,  had  reproached  Buckingham  with  having  flattered 
them  with  the  hopes,  that  the  prince  would  renounce 
the  Proteftant  faith  ;  Buckingham  told  him  he  lied  j  the 
indignant  Spaniard  refented  the  aflFront  with  fpirit,  and 
gave  the  favourite  to  underfland,  that  it  vras  the  impor- 
tance of  the  treaty  in  agitation  that  prevented  him  from* 
infifling  on  the  proper  fatisfadtion  for  fo  grofs  an  injury. 
Thefe  and  other  fubjedts  of  difgufl  alienated  Bucking- 
ham's aftedions  from  the  Spanifh  match.  The  minifler 
Briflol,  whofe  conduct  had  been,  for  the  whole  feries  of 
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his  negotiation,  fubfervicnt  to  the  view  of  completing  Ann.  1623. 
this  alliance,  was  as  mucli  approved  by  the  court  of 
Spain  as  Buckingham's  was  diiliked.  They  fliewed  fo 
llrong  a  difapprobation  of  the  treaty's  having  been  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  former,  and  transferred  to  the 
latter,  that  they  teflified  a  doubt  of  the  fufhciency  of  his 
power,  as  it  had  not  been  confirmed  by  the  council  of 
England.  The  high  fpirit  of  the  favourite,  who,  from 
the  commencement  of  James's  abfurd  affcc1:ion  to  him, 
had  never  met  with  the  like  oppofition,  was  enraged  to 
a  degree  of  refentment  that  would  alone  have  inftigated 
him  to  break  off  the  impending  treaty.  His  political 
reafons  were  not  immaterial  ones  :  There  was  at  this 
time  a  large  party  in  the  court  of  England,  that,  from 
motives  of  jealoufy,  in  oppofition  to  his  influence,  fup- 
ported  Briflol ;  he  was  fo  obnoxious  to  the  whole  court 
of  Spain,  that  they  declared  they  would  rather  bury  the 
infanta  than  trufl  her  in  his  hands  ;  his  patron  James 
had  been  rather  difobliged  by  his  infolent  carriage  on 
the  debate  of  the  prince's  journey  to  Madrid.  The  furefl 
objecft  he  had  to  depend  on  was  his  prefent  interefl  with 
Charles,  and  that  might  be  rendered  very  precarious  by 
the  union  between  him  and  the  infanta,  who,  it  was  to 
be  fuppofed,  would  have  a  powerful  influence  over  his 
young  and  amorous  mind. 

This  being  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  die  cata- 
flrophe  that  immediately  follows  is  not  a  very  furpriz- 
ing  one.  Buckingham  employed  his  whole  powers  to 
inflil  into  the  prince  an  averfion  for  what  had  till  now 
been  the  objedl  of  his  pafTionate  defirc.  The  prefent 
obflinacy  of  the  Spanifh  miniflry,  who  not  only  refufed 
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Ann.  1623.  to  accomplifh  the  marriage  till  the  ratification  of  the 
difpenfation,  but  alfo  to  deliver  up  the  infanta  till  the 
fpring,  concurred  fo  eificacioufly  with  Buckingham's  en- 
deavours, that  Charles  was  perfuaded  to  think  that  the 
Spaniards  had  no  fmcere  inclination  to  an  union  with 
the  crown  of  England,  and  that  himfclf  and  his  father 
had  been  the  dupes  to  a  treaty,  the  completion  of  which 
would  involve  them  in  inextricable  diifiailties.  Thefe, 
and  other  the  like  infmuations,  worked  him  up  to  fuch 
a  height  of  refcntmcnt,  that  he  liflened  with  eagernefs 
to  the  projedl  of  an  abrupt  departure,  and  began  to  en- 
tertain doubts  of  not  being  able  to  effect  it.  hi  this 
defpondcncy  he  wrote  word  to  his  father,  "  That  he 
muft  now  look  upon  his  filler  and  her  children,  never 
thinking  more  of  him,  and  forgetting  that  he  had  fuch 
a  fon."  Buckingham  plied  him  with  letters  at  the  fame 
time,  to  this  efTcdl :  "  That  he  had  at  length  difcovered 
tlie  king  of  Spain's  infmcerity ;  that  not  only  he  had 
no  inclination  to  caufe  the  Palatinate  to  be  reflored,  but 
alfo  was  far  from  having  the  leaft  thought  of  accom- 
plifhing  the  marriage ;  and  tliat  the  prince  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  retained  in  Spain  all  his  Hfe."  Thcfe  and 
other  advices  of  the.  fame  fort  put  the  poor  old  kin^ 
into  fuch  a  fright  that  he  wrote  pofitive  orders  to  Buck- 
ingham to  bring  away  the  prince  if  poilible ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  fent  a  fleet  of  fhips  to  St.  Andero  in  Bif- 
cay  to  efcort  them  home  *.      This   order  was   obeyed 

*  One  of  James's  letters   on   the  occafioa   of  thefe  defending 
mclTages ; 

*'  My  fweet  boys„ 
**  Your  letter  by  Cottington  hath  ftruck  me  dead  i  I  fear  it  Hiall 
much  fhortea  my  days,     Alas  !  I  now  repent  me  fore  that  ever  I  fuf^ 

fercd 
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with  alacrity  :    On  pretence  of  preparing   the  Englifli  Ann.  ,6.3; 
navy  for  the  prince's  reception,  Buckingham  departed 
haftily.      He  took  no  ceremonious  farewcl  of  the  court; 
but  told  Olivares   bluntly,  «    That  he  was  obliged  to  ^"^^^»- 
the  king,  queen,  and  infanta,  in  an  eternal  tie  of  gra- 
titude ;  that  he  would  be  an  evcrlafling  fervant  to  them, 
and  endeavour  to  do  the  bell  ofiices  for  concluding  the 
match,  and  flrengthening  the  amity  between   the  two 
crowns  ;   but   as   for  himfelf,  he  had   fo  far  difobliged 
him,  that  he  could  not,  without  flattery,  make  the  leaft 
profeflion  of  friendfliip  to  him."     The  departure  of  the  ^^e  prince 
prince  was   extremely  folemn,    and  the   parade  of   his  MaJrli. 
larewel  equal  to  that  which  had  attended  his  reception. 
Exalted    were   the   reciprocal    compliments:    Philip   de- 
clared, "  That  the  prince  had  laid  him  under  an  ever- 
lafting  obligation,  by  placing  fo  high  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence  in  him  as  to  truft  his  perfon  in  his  hands,  a 
thing  unufual  with  princes.      Charles  magnified  the  fa- 
vours he  had  received,  and  added,  "  That  lie  could  not 
fufliciently  exprefs   the  high  degree  of  eftimation  they 
had  begot  for  the  worth  of  the  giver." 

fered  you  to  go  away  :  I  care  for  match  nor  nothing,  fo  I  may  once 
have  you  m  my  arms  again  ;  God  grant  it !  God  gr^t  it  !  God  grant 
It!  amen,  amen,  amen.  I  proteft  ye  fhall  be  as  heartily  welcome  as 
^  ye  had  done  all  things  ye  went  for,  fo  that  I  may  once  have  you 
in  my  arms  again.  And  fo  God  blefs  you  both,  my  only  fweet  fon, 
only  bed  fweet  fervant,  and  let  me  hear  from  you  quickly,  with  all 
fpeed,  as  you  love  my  life.  And  fo  God  fend  you  a  happy  joyful 
meeting  in  the  arms  of 

Your  dear  dad.. 
"  From  Greenwich,  June  14,   1623.'*' 

MSS.  in  Brit,  Mufeum,  n.  6987,  fol.  52^ 
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Very  different  from  thcfc  protcflations  were  the  im- 
preliions  which  Buckingham  had  lately  made  on  his 
eafv'  du(5tilc  mind.  It  was  obferved  that  the  fad  words 
that  he  fpokc  after  he  was  embarked  were,  "  That  it 
was  a  great  weaknefs  and  folly  in  the  Spaniards,  after 
they  had  ufed  him  fo  ill,  to  grant  him  a  free  depar- 
ture."  Before  he  left  the  court  of  Madrid,  a  procura- 
tion to  the  king  of  Spain  and  Don  Carlos  his  brother, 
to  make  the  cfpoufal  in  his  name,  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  Briftol  ;  it  had  in  it  a  general  claufc  inferted,  that 
it  fliould  not  be  revoked.  This  proxy,  by  the  particu- 
lar direvftion  of  the  prince,  was  to  expire  at  Chrillmas, 
^nd  was  not  to  be  delivered  into  the  king  of  Spain's 
hands  till  ten  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  difpenfation. 
Immediately  on  the  prince's  joining  Buckingham,  a  pod- 
•live  order  was  fent  to  Brillol  not  to  deliver  it  till  fccurity 
was  given  him  that  the  infanta,  after  the  efpoufal, 
fhould  not  betake  herfelf  to  a  monafteiy,  and  to  inform 
the  prince  what  fecurity  was  offered,  that  he  might 
himfelf  be  judge  whether  it  was  proper  to  accept  it.  At 
the  fame  time  a  defeazance  of  the  proxy,  in  cafe  the 
difpenfation  came  clogged  with  any  new  demands,  was 
fent  privately  to  one  Clark,  to  be  produced  on  a  critical 
occafion  ;  fo  fearful  was  this  once-ardent  lover  left  the 
marriage  fhould  be  folemnized  before  he  could  gain 
time  to  perfuadc  his  father  to  reje<5t  it. 

Charles  and  his  prefent  favourite  were  no  fooner  ar* 
rived  in  England  than  they  fully  demonftrated  to  James 
their  prefent  diilafte  and  averflon  to  an  union  with  Spain ; 
and  this  unfortunate  monarch  was  a  fecond  time  ob- 
liged to  yield  to  the  obftinacy  of  his  fon  and  the  intem- 
perate 
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pcrate  purfuits  of  his  domineering  femnt.  An  exprefs  Ann.  ,6.3. 
was  fent  to  Briftol,  to  inform  him,  that  a  clear  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  Palatinate  was  expected  with  the  folemniza- 
tion  of  the  nuptials,  and  a  command  tliat  he  fhould 
procure  from  the  king  of  Spain  a  pundual  anfwer  what 
courfe  he  would  take  for  the  reftitution  of  the  Palatinate 
and  Eledorate  ;  and  in  cafe  the  emperor  or  duke  of  Ba- 
varia  fliould  oppofe  any  part  of  the  reftitution,  what  af- 
furances  of  content  lie  would  give  in  that  point ;  to  this, 
a  direaion  was  added,  that  the  betrothing  of  the  infanta, 
fliould  be  on  one  of  the  days  in  Chriftmas. 

This  exprefs  threw  Briftol  into  the  utmoft  perplexity  :- 
The   rubs   which  the   prince    had    thrown   in   his  way 
were  in  a  manner  got  over ;  lie  had  attained  a  full  fe- 
curity  for  the  infanta's  not  taking  the  veil,  and  intended, 
by  the  fupport  of  his  pubHc  warrant  under  the  great 
leal  of  England,  to  wave  the  private  order,  and  dehver 
the  proxy  on   the   arrival  of  the  difpenfation.     James's 
command  could  not  be  fo  well  parried,  and  the  mini- 
ftcr  s  prefent  profpec^s  began   to  wear  a  cloudy  afpedl  :• 
He  and  Buckingham  had  been  at  open  variance  during 
their  mutual  abode  at  Madrid,  and  the  prince  was  infi- 
nitely  difobhgcd  by  a  management  that  altogether  op- 
pofed  his  prefent  inclinations.     The  rife  of  fortune  he 
now  poflefTed  had  been  totally  owing  to  the  having  con- 
duced the   treaty  to  a  conclufive  period.      His  intereft 
with  James,  folcly  founded  on  the  merit  of  his  negotia- 
tion,  mcreafed  in  proportion  to  its  fancied  fuccefs :  From 
this  circumftance,  during  its  procefs,  he  had  been  ere- 
ated  baron  Digby,   then  earl  of  Briftol.      The  increafing- 
good  will  of  his  mafter,  and  tlic  advantage  he  had  pro- 
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Amu  1623.  mifed  himfelf  from  the  favour  of  the  catholic  king  and 
his  miniflry,  obtained  from  an  obfeqiiious  adherence  to 
the  manners  and  intereils  of  the  court  of  Spain,  were 
now  lofl  by  this  fuccefsful  counter-aft  of  his  antagonift 
Buckingham,  whom  he  had  entertained  hopes  of  over- 
topping by  means  of  the  infanta's  power  in  the  court 
of  England.  Defperatc  as  were  the  prcfent  circum- 
flances,  he  did  not  entirely  abandon  the  hopes  of  con- 
cluding the  marriage.  Having  obtained  from  Philip  a 
written  promife  that  the  Palatinate  lliould  be  reftored, 
he  wrote  an  anfwer  to  James,  in  which  he  informed 
him,  "  That  the  difpenfation  was  hourly  expedled  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  and  that  letters  from  the  duke  of 
Paftrava  certified  that  the  pope  had  clearly  pafTed  it." 
He  then  expollulated  with  him  on  the  diredion  of  hav- 
ing the  marriage  folemnizcd  on  one  of  the  Chriftmas 
holidays  ;  afllires  himfelf  that  it  was  given  on  want  of 
due  information  that  the  powers  would  be  then  ex- 
pired J  and  adds,  that,  with  the  concurrence  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Aflon,  he  fliould  deliver  the  faid  powers  when  de- 
manded, and  pafs  on  to  the  nominating  of  a  prefixed 
day  for  the  depojjorios,  if  he  received  no  orders  to  the 
contrary.  "  I  have  of  purpofe,  continues  he,  difpatchcd 
the  poll  with  this  letter,  to  tlie  end  I  may  receive  your 
majelly's  direclions  in  this  particular  with  all  poflible 
fpeed  ;  which  I  hope  fhall  be  to  proceed  directly  to  the 
marriage,  according  to  the  capitulations,  and  fo  to 
order  all  things  for  the  princefs's  journey  in  the  fpring. 
And  for  the  Palatinate,  your  majefty  may  be  confident 
there  Ihall  be  diligence  ufcd  in  procuring  a  good  and 
fpecdy  refolution. 

These 
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These  were  not  the  only  endeavours  pracflifcd  by  Brif-  Ann.  1623. 
tol  to  reftore  this  bufmefs.  Letters  had  been  fent  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  fliewing,  that  though  the  point  of 
portion  was  a  material  one,  yet,  when  the  Spanifh  junto 
found  it,  by  the  papers  of  the  late  king,  to  be  no  lefs 
than  two  millions,  they  refolved  to  make  it  good,  not- 
withftanding  they  alleged  that  this  fum  was  four  times 
as  much  as  ever  was  given  in  money  with  any  daugh- 
ter of  Spain.  To  thefe  were  added  arguments  from  the 
infanta's  rank  and  perfonal  merits.  Moreover,  Sir  Wal- 
ter Afton,  a  minifter  who  had  been  joined  by  the  prince 
in  commiffion  with  Briflol  for  a  check  upon  his  for- 
wardnefs,  laboured  to  reconcile  Buckingham  to  the 
match,  by  infinuating,  that  if  it  proceeded,  he  (Buck- 
ingham) would  have  the  honour  of  it;  and  the  infanta 
being  duly  informed,  mufl  acknowledge  him  to  be  the 
perfon  to  whom  fhe  was  obliged  *.  Thefe  attempts 
were  all  unfuccefsful ;  the  prince  and  Buckingham  were 
determined  againft  the  match,  and  Briftol  was  com- 
manded to  follow  the  new  inflrucflions ;  namely,  not  to 
deliver  the  powers  till  he  obtained  from  the  king  of 
Spain  a  direct  engagement  for  the  rellitution  of  the  Pa- 
latinate and  the  electoral  dignity. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  proceedings,  James  had 
not  as  yet  been  prevailed  on  to  difclaim  entirely  the 
match,  and  flill  flattered  himfelf  that  he  could  accom- 

*  Buckingham  fent  a  threatening  letter  to  Aflon  for  thefe  offices  : 
He  tells  him,  "  That  the  king  had  been  advifed  to  revoke  his  com- 
miffion -,  that  this  difgrace  will  immediately  happen,  if  he  does  not 
remove  difpleafure,  by  a  condud  entirely  conformable  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  inftru6lions  he  received  from  the  prince."  Cabala^  fol.  ed.  167^, 
p.  1 2  7,  ^  fe(i, 
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Ann.  1623.  modate  the  prefent  diiFerence  by  treaties.  With  this  view 
he  fent  a  renewal  of  tlie  powers  for  a  larger  time,  and 
tendered  thefe  following  proportions  to  his  fon-in-law, 
the  titular  king  of  Bohemia:  To  accommodate  his 
broken  fortunes  by  a  full  fubraiflion  to  the  emperor, 
and  an  acceptation  of  the  return  of  the  Palatinate  to  his 
fon,  and  the  adminiftration  to  himfelf,  with  the  elcdoral 
dignity,  after  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  on  the 
conditions  of  an  union  between  that  fon  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  emperor :  The  Palfgrave  not  to  have  the  tui- 
tion of  his  faid  fon,  but  to  give  up  that  charge  to  the 
infanta,  w^hcn  flie  fhould  be  princefs  of  Wales.  To 
this  difgraceful  propofal  Frederick  returned  a  very  fpi- 
rited  anfwer  :  He  rcjeds  the  humiliating  terms  advifcd 
him  by  James ;  fhews  that  they  were  only  offered  by  his 
enemies,  with  a  dcfign  to  render  his  caufe  more  dcfpe- 
ratc,  by  making  him  abjecfl  in  the  eyes  of  the  proteil- 
ant  princes,  who  were  at  this  time  difpofed  to  fuccour 
him ;  he  then  fet  forth  the  fraudulent  conduct:  of  the 
emperor  and  his  allies,  with  the  many  grofs  impofitions 
he  had  been  already  obliged  to  fubmit  to.  In  dcfcrilv 
ing  the  prefent  politic  ftate  of  Germany  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  fhews,  though  in  modeft  terms,  that  if  fpiritcd 
meafures  had  been  purfucd  by  the  court  of  England^ 
James  had  been  in  a  fimation  of  giving  law  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  indcad  of  receiving  it  in  fo  difgrace- 
ful a  manner ;  he  infills  that  Germany  would  again  ex- 
ert itfelf,  if  encouraged  by  a  warlike  motion  from  the 
king  of  England. 

The  entcrprizcs  recommended  to  James  in  this  an- 
fwer were  fbongly  feconded  by  the  advcrfaries  of  the 
*  Spanifli 
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Spanifli  match,  at  this  time  headed  by  the  prince  and  Ann.  ,6.|. 
Buckingham.     This  latter  had  an  offer  of  an  union  be- 
twcen  his  fon  and  a  daughter  of  the  Palfgrave,    on  con- 
dition  of  his  obtaining  a  vigorous  affillance  from  Eng- 
land  towards  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate. 

AVhen  the  ratification  of  the  difpenfation  amved  at  v.,.r.,on. 
Madrid  ■%    bonhres   were   made  throughout   all    Spain  •  ■°''  "''^"'- 
guns  were  fired,  and  other  dcmonftrations  of  public  re-  ^i"^^-'"'  "' 
joicings  exhibited ;  the  infanta  took  upon  her  the  title 
of  princefs  of  England  ;    her  family  was  fettled ;  and 
the  beginning  of  March  appointed  for  her  journey;   the 
behaviour  of  the  Englifli  ambaffadors   to  her  was   the 
fame  as  ufed  by  courtiers  to  their  fovereign ;  from  the 
prince's  departure  flie  had  applied  herfelf  to  the  learn- 
mg  the  Englifh  language,  and  had  begun  the  letters  of 
compliment  which  were  to  be  fent  to  her  hufband  and 
father-in-law  on  the  day  of  her  efpoufal  ;  prefents  were 
prepared  for  their  acceptance ;  the  ninth  of  December 
was   appointed  for  the  marriage-day  ;  all  the  grandees 
were  invited  to  the  wedding  ;  a  gallery  leading  from 
the  court  to  the  church  was  erected  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  length,  covered  with  tapiftry,  to  condu^  the  bride 
elea,  in  open  view,  and  with  moft  magnificent  folem- 
nity,  to  the  ceremony.     Briftol  had  provided  coilly  equi- 

*  The  ambaflador  that  waited  on  Charles  with  congratulatory  cotn- 
pliments  from  the  king  of  Spain,  on  his  fafe  return  to  England,  had 
been  ordered  to  make  known  to  the  princes  of  Flanders,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  how  near  the  marriage  was  to  a  conclufion.  The  Polifh 
ambafilidor  at  Madrid,  whofe  errand  was  to  folicit  a  match  between 
the  mfanta  and  his  mafter,  returned  home  on  the  arrival  of  the  dif- 
penfation. 
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pages,  when  the  whole  bufinefs  was  inftantly  defeated 
on  the  opening  his  farther  inflrudions  from  England 
which  were,  To  procure  an  entire  furrender  of  the  Pa- 
latinate and  Eledorate,  before  he  advanced  towards 
finifliing  the  contrad;  *  To  this  oddly-timed  demand 
the  king  of  Spain  gave  anfwer,  «  That  neither  the  Pa- 
latinates nor  the  Eledlorate  were  in  his  power  to  difpofe 
of ;  but  if  a  treaty  was  fet  on  foot,  and  the  emperor 
and  the  duke  of  Bavaria  would  not  come  to  terms  of 
conformity,  he  would  join  arms  with  England  to  reco- 
ver them,  and  was  willing  to  give  any  fecurity  for  a  du2 
performance/* 

These  anfwers  not  fatisfying,  Briflol  was  recalled, 
and  the  infanta  laid  down  the  title  of  princefs  of  Eng- 
land. Thus  ended  a  treaty  in  which  had  been  expended 
in  embaflies,  in  the  prince's  journey,  and  in  prefents 
given  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  as  much  money  as  was 
the  deftined  portion  of  the  infanta,  which  being  in 
pieces  of  eight,  amounted  to  the  fum  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds. 

On  Briftol's  anouncing  his  orders  of  revocation,  he 
received  from  Olivares,  in  the  name  of  Philip,  large 
proffers  of  mediation  in  the  court  of  England,  and  that 
his  majefty,  for  the  example  of  his  own  fubjeds,  and 
for  encourap:oment  to  all  fuch  as  fhould  ferve  their 
princes  with  the  like  loyalty,  had  fent  him  a  blank,  on 
which  he  might  fct  down  his  own  conditions  in  point 

*  This  command  was  confirmed  by  the  difpatches  of  four  fcveral 
meflengers,  who  arrived  at  Madrid  clofc  at  each  other's  heels. 
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of  title  or  fortune,   *  Briflol,  not  thinking  it  proper  to  Ann.  j6«j. 
accept  thefe  offers,    illuflrated  his  refufal  with  an  an- 
fwer in  which  he  magnified  his  own  difintereflednefs> 
his  fidelity  to  his  mafler,  and  his  entire  confidence  isi 
his  juflica 


CHAP. 


VIII. 


Parliavieiit., 


dition,. 


— Treaties    with   Spain    broken Rupture   with 

.Marriage-treaty  with  France Mansfeilds  expe- 

.Death  of  King  'James,.. His  chara^lcr. 


'np  O  the  influence  that  Buckingham  maintained  ovar 
•^  the  weak  mind  of  his  prince  have  mofl  authors  at- 
tributed the  abrupt  difTolution  of  the  Spanifh  treaty. 
But  to  the  power,  not  the  perfuafion,  of  the  favourite^ 
may  be  mor€  juflly  afcribed  this  whimfical  and  unex- 
pedled  event.  It  was  neither  inclination  nor  convidion 
that  prevailed  oh  James  to  dilclaira  the  offered  conclu- 
fion  of  that  which  had  been  the  objcdl  of  his  earnefl 
purfuit  for  a  fcrics  of  fifteen  years  :  His  affecSlions  were 
over-ruled  by  the  impetuous  oppofition  of  Buckingham, 
whofc  prefent  interefl  with  this  prince,  and  the  concur- 
rence of  the  majority  of  the  nation,  detached  from  him 
every  other  fupport  than  a  precarious  afliilance  from 
Spain.  In  this  difpofition  of  affairs,  the  timid  monarch,, 
with  a  painful  compliance,  fubmittcd  to  meafurcs  that 
overthrew  his  hopes  in  the  very  criiis  of  their  accom- 
plifliment.  Nor  did  the  wanton  infolcnce  of  his  pam- 
pered fcrvant  flop  at  this  point:  His  private  piques  mufl: 
be  revenged  on  Spain,  and  his  pacific  mafler  enter  as  a 
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party  in  his  quarrel ;  he  who,  through  the  courfe  of  a 
long  reign,  had  with  a  fearful  anxiety  maintained  an 
uninterrupted  peace,  mud  found  to  arms,  and  declare 
war  with  a  family  to  whofe  courted  friendfliip  he  had 
before  facrificed  every  confidcration. 

As  not  only  the  entire  rupture  of  the  treaty,  but  a 
war  with  Spain  had  been  agreed  on  between  Charles 
and  Buckingham,  Briflol  had  been  recalled,  and  Henry 
Rich,  earl  of  Holland,  font  into  France  with  propoials 
of  marriage  between  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  the 
princefs  Henrietta,  third  daughter  to  Henry  the  Fourth. 
James,  on  the  occafion  of  the  dcllined  war,  was  obliged 
to  have  rccourfe  to  the  demand  of  a  benevolence  from 
the  fubjed::  The  meafures  whereby  it  was  extorted  were 
moft  injurious.  On  the  refufal  of  Barnes,  a  citizen  of 
London,  orders  were  fent  from  the  treafurer,  that  he 
muil  immediately  prepare  to  carry  by  the  poft  a  difpatch 
into  Ireland.  The  citizen  was  obliged  to  compound  the 
matter ;  and  this  example  deterred  every  one  afterwards 
from  refufing  the  fum  required  *. 

Buckingham's  impetuofity  rofe  to  fuch  a  lieight,  as, 
fir  ft,  to  propofe  the  felling  the  crown  lands  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  war,  and  then  to  confult  with  Dr.  John 
Prefton,  head  of  the  puritan  party,  on  the  feizing  the 
dean  and  chapter  lands  for  the  ufe  of  the  crown.  He 
was  diflliaded  from  thefe  undertakings  by  Williams  f, 

*  This  is  a  glaring  inftance  of  that  grofs  and  pernicious  abufe  to 
which  every  degree  of  confidence  in  government  is  liable. 

-|-  The  manner  in  which  Buckingham  was  put  off  from  this  attempt 
is  as  follows :    He   acknowledged  in  a  converfation  with  Williams, 
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nor  could  he  get  James  to  countenance  them.     A  felea  Ann.  1623. 
council  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  prefcnt  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  with  Spain,  and  into  the  conduA  of  that 
court.     This  council  was  very  refradlory  to  the  impe- 
tuous inclinations  of  Buckingham,  who,  depending  on 
his  prefent  popularity,  and  the  fervor  of  tlie  people  to-  "^''J^efs  Life 
wards  a  war  with  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  forced  the  king  "^ '^^^^""'• 
into  the  calling  a  parliament,  tliat  he  might  appeal  from 
his  oppofers  to  that  powerful  court. 

The  fituation  of  James  at  this  time  was  pitiable :  Rapin. 
Since  the  return  of  the  prince  and  duke  he  not  only 
ceafed  to  rule,  but  was  obliged  to  concur  in  meafures 
that  he  detelled:  He  was  fnrrounded  with  people  in 
whom  he  could  put  no  confidence ;  his  domeftics  were 
all  of  them,  either  through  intereft  or  fear,  the  crea- 
tures of  Buckingham ;  moft  of  them  owed  their  places 
to  this  favourite,  and  the  prefent  union  that  fubfifled 

that  for  the  luccefs  of  his  plan  he  depended  on  the  difpofuion  of 
the  popular  leaders  of  the  Commons'-houfe,  and  particularly  on  Sir 
tdward  Coke.  Williams  managed  the  conteft  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  Buckingham  owned  he  had  been  enti/cly  miftaken  in  the  opinion 
he  hid  formed  of  the  principles  of  the  leading  commoners,  and  de- 
filled  from  his  projea.  Hacket,  who  tdls  us  this  ftory,  adds  that 
\S  ilhams,  the  day  preceding  this  conference,  had  waited  two  hours 
m  the  duke's  anti-chamber,  whilll  he  was  Ihut  up  with  Prefton,  with- 
out  having  gained  admittance. 

_  This  ufige  of  Williams  Ihews  that  it  was  no  uncommon  behaviour 
in  Buckmgham  to  fubjed  the  lord-keeper  with  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
land to  the  mortification  of  a  fervile  attendance,  and  gives  fome  au- 
thority to  Wtlden's  account  of  the  treatment  Bacon  met  with  from 
the  fame  quarter.     Bijtjop  HackcCs  Life  of  milianis,  od.  ed.  1715,  p. 
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Am.  1625.  between  him  and  the  prince,  firengthened  the  refentment 
of  former  obligations  with  the  hopes  of  new  ones. 
James's  diilrefs  was  heightened  by  a  paper  privately 
conveyed  to  him  from  the  marquis  Inriofa,  the  Spanifh 
ambaflador,  fpecifying,  "  That  a  confpiracy  had  been 
formed  by  the  prince  and  duke  to  confine  him  (the  king) 
to  one  of  his  country-houfes,  and  ufurp  themfelves  the 
government."  The  duke's  late  condudl  was  alledged  as 
a  leading  circumflance  to  the  treacher)^:  According  to 
an  intimation  in  the  letter,  the  ambafTador's  fecretary 
was  admitted  to  a  private  difcourfe.  Neither  did  the 
written  or  verbal  intelligence  occafion  the  defired  altera- 
tion in  James's  condudl :  He  was  obfervcd  to  grow  me- 
lancholy, and  afFedled  for  fome  time  to  fpeak  to  his 
fon  and  favourite  in  a  myflerious  broken  language.  At 
length,  on  a  party  with  the  prince  to  Windfor,  he  or- 
dered Buckingham,  on  a  trivial  pretence,  to  remain  be- 
hind. Buckingham,  who  looked  upon  this  as  a  token 
of  uncommon  difpleafure,  befought  the  king  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  caufe  of  this  difgrace.  The  king, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  returned  anfwer,  "  That  himfelf 
was  the  unhappieft  man  alive,  to  be  forfaken  of  thole 
that  were  mod  dear  to  him."  By  the  advice  of  Wil- 
liams, Buckingham  followed  to  Windfor,  in  which  place 
he  found  means  to  work  fo  cfTicacioufly  on  his  matter's 
weaknefles,  as  to  effed  a  feeming,  if  not  a  real  recon- 
ciliation *. 

♦  A  letter  which  bears  date  after  the  period  of  this  quarrel,  cither 
fliews  that  the  reconciliation  was  real,  or  that  James  was  a  confum- 
mate  mailer  in  the  low  art  of  diflcmbling. 

In  this  letter  James,  after  having  given  Buckingham  directions 
concerning  his  wife,  in  exprcflions  fulfomly  grofs  and  familiar,  adds, 
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There  had  fubfifted  fome  time  before  this  a  great  Ann.  1623. 
coolnefs  between  Williams  and  Buckingham:  The  for- 
mer had  conceived  hopes  of  fupplanting  his  patron,  and 
with  this  view  had  imited  himfelf  to  the  Spanifh  fac- 
tion ;  but  finding,  from  the  timidity  and  weaknefs  of 
James's  condud,  that  the  favourite  would  in  the  end  be 
vidtorious,  he  heartily  chimed  in  with  his  meafures,  and 
not  only  informed  him  of  every  particular  circumftance 
in  the  late  combination  carried  on  by  the  Spanifh  am- 
bafTador,  but  drew  up  a  refutation  of  the  whole  charge 
alleged  by  that  minifter  againfl  him. 

The    parliament   met   on   the    twelfth   of  February,  Parliament. 
1623.      The  king's  fpeech  to  this  afTembly  was  an  echo 
of  the  new-adopted  fentiments  of  the  favourite,  and  its 
contents  a  dired  contradidlion  to  his  former  dodrines 
on  the  like  and  every  other  occafion.     "  The  properties  King'sfpeech. 
and  causes  of  calling  a  parliament,  fays  he,  are  to  con- 
fer with  the  king  and  give  him  advice  in  matters  of  the 
greateft  weight  and  importance."     He  then  tells   them, 
"  That  the  prefent  purport  of  their  meeting  is   to  give  ParUam.  Hid. 
him  their  counfel   in  the   mofl  interelling   matter   that  &  fiq.  *  ^'  ^* 
ever  could  concern  a  king ;  that  though  he  had  been 
upon  a  treaty  with  Spain  for  many  years,  the  fituation 
of  his  affairs  continued  doubtful  till  he  fent  the  prince 

**  If  thou  be  with  me  by  four  in  the  afternoon,  it  will  be  good  time ; 
and  prepare  thee  to  be  a  guard  to  me  from  keeping  my  heart  un- 
broken with  bufinefs,  before  my  going  to  the  progrefs.  And  thus 
God  fend  me  a  happy  and  a  joyful  meeting  with  my  fweet  Stenny  this 
evening.  Sweet-heart,  when  thou  rifeft  keep  thee  from  importunities 
of  people  that  trouble  thy  mind,  that  at  meeting  I  may  fee  thy  white 
teeth  (hine  upon  me."     MSS.  in  Br.  Mufeum,  n.  6987. 
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to  Madrid,  with  the  man  he  mofl  trufted — Buckingham; 
that  on  their  return  he  found  himfelf  as  far  difappointed 
of  his  end,  as  if  he  had  been  waked  out  of  a  dream.'*  He 
is  content  that  his  fccretaries,  on  the  information  of  his 
fon  and  Buckingham,  fhall  relate  unto  them  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Spanifh  management,  and  what  he 
is  likely  to  obtain,  and  that  when  they  have  heard  all, 
fuper  totam  materiam,  he  fhall  intreat  their  good  and  found 
advice.     «  One  particular,   fays  he,   I  mud  remember 
you  of,  becaufe  it  hath  been  much   talked  of  in   the 
country,  that  I  fhould  be  flack  in  my  care  of  religion : 
My  lords  and  gentlemen  all,  I  pray  you  judge  me  cha- 
ritably, as  you  would  be  judged;  for  I  never  made  pub- 
lie  or  private  treaty,  but  I  always  had  a  direcl  refcrva- 
tion  for  the  public  weal  and  the  caufe  of  religion,  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  my  fubjeds  j  I  only 
thought  good  fometimes  to  wink  and  connive  at  the 
execution  of  fome  penal  laws,  and  not  to  go  on  fo  ri- 
goroufly  as  at  other  times,  but  not  to  difpenfe  with  any 
or  to  forbid  or  alter  any  that  concern  religion,  I  never 
promifed  or  yielded  ;  I  never  did  think  it  with  my  heart, 
nor  fpoke  it  with  my  mouth.     My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
adds  he,  it  is  not  enough,  although  you  are  never  fo  wil- 
ling to  give  me  your  advice  j  for  to  plant  will  not  ferve 
the  tarn,  if  I,  like  a  good  gardiner,  as  well  as  plant  do 
not  weed  away  from  the  roots,  and  remove  the  obftacles 
that  hinder  your  fo-good  advice,  of  which  the  whole 
weed  and  manifeft  hindrance  that  can  be  is  your  jea- 
loufy  of  me  ;  free  me  from  that,  and  for  my  anions  I 
dare  avow  them  before  God  and  his  angels  ;  but  jea- 
loufy  hath  a  deep  fling ;  take  away  that,  and  nothing 
can  do  me  liarm ;  You  are  my  wife,  and  jealoufy  is 
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fubjea  to  a  wife,  therefore  remove  it,  and  be  not  jealous  Ann.  .6.,. 
of  me.  For  matters  of  privilege,  hberties,  and  cufloms 
be  not  over  curious  ;  I  am  your  own  kindly  kin^,  ye 
never  fhall  find  me  curious  in  thefe  things  :  Therefore 
do  what  you  ought,  and  no  more  than  your  lawful  li. 
berties  and  privileges  will  permit,  and  you  fhall  never 
fee  me  curious  to  the  contrary;  I  had  rather  maintain 
your  hberties  than  alter  them  in  any  thing;  fhew  a  trufl 

'""Tc'-  If.^""  ''''  ^^"""^^^  ^'  y^  ^^S^^^  '^  do,  like  good 
and  faithful  fubjeds  ;  and  what  you  have  warrant  for 

go  on  with,  and  I  will  not  be  curious,  unlefs  you  ^ive 
me  too  much  caufe.     The  next  thing  is,  to  beware  diat 
you  take  not  in  hand  the  maintaining  of  idle  queflions 
among  you,  which  fpoils  good  bufinefs :  Remember,  be^ 
ware  of  genealogies  and  curious  queflions,  as  St.  Paul 
fpeaks ;  and  do  you  keep  to  the  ground  and  gravity  of 
the  great  bufinefs  for  which  I  called  you  ;  and  next,  for 
all  other  things  that  are  for  the  great  and  good  govern- 
mg  of  this  kingdom.      Let  not  any  flir  you  up  to  law-        - 
queftions,  debates,  quirks,  tricks,  and  jerks,  but  conti- 
nue yourfelvcs  in  that  honcfl  modeily  whereby  you  may 
have  my  prayers  to  God  for  you,  and  procure   the  love 
ot  me,  and  a  happy  end  to  this  parliament.  God  jud^e 
me,  I  fpeak  as  a  Chrillian  prince  ;   never  man  in  a  dry 
and  fandy  defart,  where  no  water  is,  did  thiril  more  in 
hot  weather  for  drink,  than  I  do  now  for  a  happy  con- 
clufion  of  this  parliament.      I  now  hope,  after  the  mif- 
carriage  of  the  lafl,  that  this  may  prove  happy  ;  I  am 
neitlier    curious    nor    captious    enough    to    prevent    it. 
Lfchcw  all  occafions  of  curious  queflions,  which  may 
hinder  you  in  this  great  caufe  for  which  I  have  called 
you,  and  remember  that  fpending  of  time  is  fpoiling 

Hh  2  of 


—  a  ^ 


Ann.  1623. 


Speaker 
choi'ea. 


HISTORY     OF    ENGLAND. 

of  bufmefs.  And  I  hope  in  God,  and  that  by  a  faith 
in  God,  that  by  your  actions  this  parHament  I  fhall 
clearly  fee  your  hearts,  and  that  you  are  the  true  rcpre- 
fentative  body  of  my  fubjedls  ;  for  you  know  in  your 
confcience,  that  of  all  the  kings  that  ever  were,  I  dare 
fay,  never  was  king  better  beloved  by  his  fubjecfls  than 
I  am :  Therefore,  be  you  true  glafles  and  mirrors  of 
their  faces ;  and  be  fure  you  yield  the  true  refledlions 
and  reprefcntations  as  you  ought  to  do.  And  this  do- 
ing, I  hope  you  fhall  not  only  find  the  blefling  of  God. 
but  alfo  by  thefe  adtions  procure  the  thanks  and  love  of 
the  whole  people,  for  being  fuch  true  and  faithful 
glafles.  Laftly,  you  fhall  never  find  me  defire  any  thing 
of  you  but  what  fliall  tend  to  the  common  good  and 
weal  of  the  kingdom." 

Sir  Thomas  Crew  was  chofen  fpeaker  to  this  parlia- 
ment :  He  was  one  of  the  members  who  diftinguiflied 
themfelves  in  the  lafl,  and  one  of  thofe,  that,  on  its 
diflblution,  was  fent  over  on  a  frivolous  errand  to  Ire- 
land. His  fpeech  to  the  throne  was  decent  and  popu- 
lar ;  he  teftified  a  defire  that  all  tlie  good  bills  brought 
in  lafl  parliament  againfl  monopolies,  informers,  and 
concealers,  might  pafs  in  this  ;  that  the  good  laws  for 
religion  might  be  confirmed  ;  and  that  the  jefuits  and 
feminary  priefls,  by  the  execution  of  thofe  good  laws, 
might,  like  a  generation  of  locufls,  with  an  Eaft  wind, 
be  blown  over  the  fea.  He  expatiated  on  the  excellency 
of  the  common  law  of  England  ;  on  the  advantages  of 
the  king*s  wants  being  fupplied  in  a  legal  manner  by 
parliament,  rather  than  by  other  courfcs  ;  on  the  good 
effeds  of  concord  j  and  called  the  tranfadions  of  the 
♦  -  lafl 
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lafl  afTembly  parliament-nullities.  The  lord-keeper  Wil-  Ann.  i62>. 
liams  anfwered  this  fpeech  in  a  manner  that  fhewed  it 
had  been  little  relidied  by  the  king  and  miniflry :  He 
vindicated  the  management  ufed  to  the  Roman  catholics, 
and  the  late  demanded  benevolence;  took  occafion  to  ex- 
tol Buckingham  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  navy,  but  repri- 
manded the  fpeaker  "  for  calling  to  remembrance  the 
abortives  of  the  late  parliament." 

The  fubjed  on  which  the  king  had  demanded  par-  f^Pj^'il^f^'"*^ 
liamentary  advice  was  entered  upon  with  great  eagcrnefs  thehoufe. 
by  both  houfcs,  and  Buckingham  was  immediately 
called  upon  to  lay  before  them  the  whole  of  his  nego- 
tiation in  Spain  :  This  he  did  in  a  very  artful  manner. 
The  generalities  of  his  account  were  pretty  much  the 
fame  as  have  been  given  before  in  this  hi  (lory.  To 
thefe  were  added  many  circumflances  favourable  to  his 
own  condudl,  and  blackening  to  that  of  Briflol's  ;  others 
were  exaggerated  •,  others  foftened,  as  they  tended  to 
thefe  purpofes.  Though  thefe  circumftances  were  after- 
wards flrongly  refuted  by  the  accufed  minifler,  they 
were  at  this  time  aflfirmed  by  the  prince,  who  was  called 
upon  by  Buckingham  to  vouch  for  their  truth. 

The  Spani(h  ambafTadors  were  fo  fired  at  the  re- 
proaches thrown  upon  his  catholic  majefly  in  the  courfe 
of  the  narration,  that  they  publicly  complained  of  the 
aflfront,  with  an  afiTertion,  that  if  a  fubjed  of  their  ma- 
iler's had  fpoken  in  the  like  difrefpcdful  terms  of  the 
king  of  England,  he  would  net  have  efcaped  with  im- 
punity. This  appeal  was  looked  upon  by  both  houfes 
as  an  infolent  attack  on  their  privileges,  and  an  addrefs 
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was  immediately  fent  up  to  the  king,  declaring  the 
duke  free  from  the  afperfions  thrown  upon  him  by  the 
faid  ambalTadors ;  that  he  had  delivered  nothing  in  his 
narration  but  what  he  was  led  unto  by  the  matter  itfclf, 
wherein  he  was  fo  far  from  tranfgrefling,  that  he  de- 
ferved  thanks  and  honour. 

The  prcfent  popular  conduct  of  the  favourite,  and  the 
colourings  he  had  thrown  upon  his  negotiations  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  gained  him  fo  much  real  or  fceming 
good  will  of  the  patriot  members,  that  he  was  ftiled  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons  the  Saviour  of  the  nation.  An  addrefs 
was  fent  up  to  the  throne  from  both  houfes,  fignifying, 
"  That  the  treaties  could  not  be  longer  continued,  either 
with  the  honour  of  his  majefty,  the  fafcty  of  his  peo- 
ple, the  welfare  of  his  children,  or  the  fecurity  of  his 
anticnt  allies  and  confederates."  James  gave  the  par- 
liament to  undcrftand,  "  That  if  they  obliged  him  to 
enter  into  a  war,  the  whole  burthen  of  it  muft  fall 
upon  the  people,  his  own  eftate  being  not  fufficient  to 
defray  the  ordinary  expenccs  of  government."  This  re- 
prefentation  was  anfwered  by  a  declaration  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  in  which  the  king  was  afllired,  «  That 
on  the  diflblution  of  the  treaties  ihcy  would  be  ready 
to  aflill  him  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  both  whh  their 
perfons  and  abilities."  James  now  tliought  of  making 
his  advantage  of  the  prefcnt  cordiality  that  fubfilled  be- 
tween him  and  his  fubjedls,  and  at  once  demanded  the 
enormous  fum  of  five  fubfidies  and  ten  fifteenths  for 
the  war,  and  one  fubfidy  and  two  fifteenths  yearly  till 
he  had  cleared  himfclf  of  his  debts ;  or  if  they  would 
make  it  iix  fubfidies  and  twelve  fifteenths  for  the  war, 

he 
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he  would  drop  the  laft  demand.     To  this  was  affixed  a  Ann.  16.5. 
condition  that  the  money  granted  for  the  war  fliould  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  commifiioners  appointed  by  par- 
liament * 

•  The  infincerity  of  the  king's  intention  towards  the  parliament  in 
this  bufinefs,  in  which  lie  promifed  to  be  guided  wholly  by  their  ad- 
vice, may  be  feen  in  a  letter  Buckingham  wrote  to  him  on  the  occa- 
lion  or  his  fluftuating  conduft. 
"  Dear  dad  and  goflip, 
"  Having  more  bufinefs  than  it  was  fit  to  fpeak  to  you  within  3 
letter,  I  was  once  rcfolved  to  have  waited  on  you  myfelf,  but  pre- 
fently  came  to  me  the  news  of  the  Spanifh  ambafiador's  froing  to  you, 
which  hath  diverted   my  refolution  at  this  time-,  becauf- I  will  not 
encreafe  that  m  you  which  I  have  always  found  too  much,  and  that  I 
will  not  let  the  ambafiadors  think  you  are   diftrufted,    though  this 
gives  enough  and  too  much  to  your  people.     I  have,  to  eafe  your 
labour,  writ  fome  things  to  Aran,  by  whom  I  likewife  expeft  an  an- 
fwer ;  only  I  will  trouble  yourfelf  with  this,   that  I  befeech  you  to 
fend  me  your  plain  and  refolute  anfwer,  whether  if  your  people  refolve 
to  give  you  a  royal  afliftance,  to  the  fum  of  fix  fubfidies  and  *  *  » 
fifteenths,  with  a  promife  in  cafe  of  necefTity  to  affift  you  afterwards 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  whether  then  you  will  not  accept  it,  and 
their  counfel  to  break  the  match,  with  the  other  treaties ;  and  whe 
ther  or  no,  to  bring  them  to  this,  I  may  not  aflure  fome  of  them 
underhand  (becaufe  it  is  feared  when  your  turns  are  ferved  you  will 
not  call  them  together  again,  to  reform  abufes  and  grievances    and 
the  making  ot  laws  for  the  good  government  of  the  country)'  that 
you  will  be  fo  far  from  that,  that  you  will  rather  win  them,  defirin<r 
nothing  niore  than  their  love  and  happinefs,  wherein  your  own  is  i,^ 
eluded.     Sir,  1  befeech  you  think  feriouOy  of  this,  and  refolve.  once 
conftantly  to  run  one  way ;  for  as  long  as  you  waver  between   the 
Spaniard  and  your  own  fubjeds,  to  make  your  advantages  of  both 
you  are  fure  to  do  it  with  neither.     I  (hould  for  my  own  contentment,' 
though  I    am  fure  I  do  you  fome  fervice  here,  and  would  be  :.b',e 
If  you  would  do  openly  and  heartily  with  me,    do  you  more,  and 
wait  on  you  oftener ;  but  that  you  go  in  two  ways,  and  myfelf  in 
one   It  occafions  fo  much  difputes,  that  till  you  be  once  refoked,  I 
think  It  of  more  comfort  and  eafe  to  you,  and  fafer  tbr  me,  that  I 
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The   Commons  v'crc   not  fo   intoxicated   ^vith  their 
zeal  for  a  rupture   with  Spain,  or  fo  taken  with  the 
plaufiblc  terms  of  the  fupply,  as  to  abate  of  their  care- 
fulnefs  in  parting  with  the  money  of  the  fubjea.   They 
entered  into  a  long  debate  on  the  demand  :  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  in  a  fpeech  upon  the  occafion,  produced  a  calcu- 
lation of  the  whole  which  fuch  a  grant  would  amount 
to;  hcellimated  it  at  900,000  1.  a  larger  fum,  he  faid, 
than  all  England  could  raife  with  any  conveniency.  The 
refolution  of  the  debate  was  an  offer  of  three  fubfidics 
and  three  fifteenths,    as  the  firfl   fruits   of  their  good 
will  *,  with  a  promife  of  a  further  affiftance,  if,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  it  (hould  become  neceflary.    James's 
affairs  were  at  prefent  too  much  embarraffcd  to  make  a 
retreat.      He   accepted  of    the   three  fubfidies    and    the 
three  fifteenths,  on  the  fame  terms  he  had  offered  for 
fix ;  and  a  mefTenger  was  difpatched  to  Madrid  with  his 
refolution  to  break  off  further  correfpondence  with  that 
court  t*  . 

The  Commpns,  who  had  by  this  time  intimations  of 
the  new  treaty  of  marriage  that  was    carrying   on  at 

bide  away  -,  for  to  be  of  your  opinion  would  be  flattery,  and  not  to 
fpeak  humbly  my  own  would  be  treachery  :  Therefore  I  will  at  this 
time,  with  all  the  induftry  of  my  mind,  ferve  you  here,  and  pray  for 
the  good  fuccefs  of  that,  and  the  lengthening  your  days,  with  all  the 
affcdions  of  his  foul  that  will  live  and  die  in  love  with  you. 

Your  majefty*s  moft  humble  flavc  and  dog, 
Guthrie,  p.  S04.  Stcnny.'» 

*  Four  entire  fubfidies  were  granted  by  the  clergy. 
t  When  this  was  publicly  known,  the  city  of  London  teftified  their 
approbation  by  bonfires,  ringing  of  bells,  and  other  dcmonflrations  of 
joy.     Rujhwortb, 
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Paris    drew  up  a  fevcre  petition  againfl  tlie  papiUs,  and  An-.  ,6^. 
voted  that  a  return  flxould  be  made  to  their  houfe  of  rg;!7popiflx 
all   the  names  of  popiQi  recufants  throughout  England  '«"^^- 
who  were  in  offices  of  profit,  truft,  or  power  *.    Buck-' 
mgham,  who  feared  that  if  James  was  made  defperate 
he  might  break  through  his  trammels  and  difiblve  the 
parliament,    prevailed  on  the  popular   leaders  in  both 
houfes   to   moderate   it   before   it   was   fent   up  to  the 
throne  f . 

*  On  the  report  of  this  petition,  James  difpatched  the  following 
letter  to  fecretary  Conway :  ^^vvixi^^ 

rh."  J  ^.7^^"°^,^"^  y°"  ^^^ve  heard  what  a  flinging  petition  againft 
he  papifts  the  lower  houfe  hath  fent  to  the  hi|hef  houfe  this  day 
that  they  may  jointly  prefent  it  to  me.     You  know  my  firm  JZl 
tion  not  to  make  this  a  war  of  religion  ,  and  feeing  I  would  be  loth   ' 
to  be  coney  catched  by  my  people,  I  pray  you  4  the  poft  thaf  is 
going  mto  Spain    till  I  meet  with  my  fon,  who  will  be  here  tomor- 
row-mormng      Do  ,t  upon  pretext  of  fome  more  letters  you  are  to 
fend  by  him.     And  it  he  Ihould  be  gone,  haften  after  him  to  flay 
him,  upon  fome  fuch  pretext ;  and  let  none  living  know  of  this  as  ve 
love  me  ;  and  before  two  in  the  afternoon  tomorrow  you  fhall,  with- 
out fail,  hear  from  me.     Farewell. 

"  April  3,   1624."     Rujhwortb,  vol.1,  p.  140,  l^  fef^. 

t  To  bring  the  Commons  to  this  moderation,  the  prince  affeded 
an  intire  fimilarity  of  fentiment;  and  profefTed,  under  the  bond  of  an 
oath  "  That  whenfoever  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  beflow  upon  him 
any  lady  that  was  popifh,  fhe  fhould  have  no  farther  liberty  but  for 
her  own  family,  and  no  advantage  to  the  recufants  at  home."  The 
following  is  the  petition  which  was  prefented  to  the  king : 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  mod  excellent  majefty, 

«  It  having  pleafed  your  majefly,  upon  our  humble  fuit  and  advice 
to  dilTolve  both  the  treaties,  to  our  great  joy  and  comfort,  we,  your 
majefly's  mofl  faithful  and  loyal  fubjecfts  the  Lords  and  Commons  af- 
fembled  m  parliament,  do  in  all  humblcnefs  ofler  to  your  facred  ma- 
jefly  thefe  two  petitions  following. 

I  i  "  Firfl, 
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These  are  the  king's  protcllations  in  his  anfwer  to 
this  petition :  "  For  my  part,  I  proteft  before  God  that 

"  Firfl,  that,  for  the  more  fafety  of  your  realms,  and  better  keep- 
ing of  your  fubjeds  in  their  due  obedience,  and  other  important  rea- 
fons  of  flate,  your  majeily  will  be  pleafed,  by  fome  fuch  courfe  as 
your  majefty  Ihall  think  fit,  to  give  prefent  order,  that  all  the  laws 
be  put  in  due  execution  that  have  been  made  and  do  ftand  in  force 
againft  jcfuits  and  feminary  priefts,  and  all  others  that  have  taken  or- 
ders by  authority  derived  from  the  fee  of  Rome,  and  generally  againft 
all  popifh  recufants  ;  and  as  for  difarming  them,  that  it  may  be  ac- 
cording to  the  laws,  and  according  to  former  ads  and  diredions  of 
ftate  in  the  like  cafe  j  and  yet  that  it  may  appear  to  all  the  world  the 
favour  and  clemency  your  majefty  ufeth  towards  all  your  fubjeds,  of 
what  condition  foever  •,  and  to  the  intent  the  jefuits  and  priefts  now 
in  the  realm  may  not  pretend  to  be  furprized  that  a  fpeedy  and  cer- 
tain day  may  be    prefixed   by  your   majefty*s   proclamation,    before 
which  day  they  ftiall  depart  out  of  your  realm,  and  all  other  your 
highnefs*s  dominions  -,  and  neither  they,  nor  any  other,  to  return  or 
come  hither  again,  upon  the  fcvereft  penalties  of  the  laws  now  in  force 
tigainft  them  •,  and  that  all  your  majefly's  fubjcds  may  be  thereby  alfa 
admonifhed  not  to  receive,    entertain,   comforf,    or  conceal,    any  of 
them,  upon  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  by  the  laws  may  be 
impofed  upon  them. 

"  Secondly,  feeing  we  are  thus  happily  delivered  from  that  danger 
which  thefe  treaties  now  diffolvcd,  and  that  ufe  which  your  ill-affedcd 
fubjeds  made  thereof,  would  certainly  have  drawn  upon  us,  and  yet 
cannot  but  forefee  and  fear  left  the  like  may  hereafter  happen,  which 
will  inevitably  bring  fuch  perils  into  your  majefty's  kingdoms,  we  are 
moft  humble  fuitors  to  your  gracious  majefty,  to  fecure  the  hearts  of 
your  good  fubjeds  by  the  engagement  of  your  royal  word  unto  them, 
that,  upon  no  occafion  of  marriage  or  treaty,  or  other  rcquifue  in 
ihdit  behalf,  from  any  foreign  prince  or  ftate  whatfoever,  you  will 
tiike  away  or  fiacken  the  execution  of  your  laws  againft  jefuits,  priefts, 

and  popilh  recufants. 

"  To  which  our  humble  petitions,  proceeding  from  our  moft  loyal 
and  dutiful  affeflions  towards  your  majefty,  our  care  of  our  coun- 
try's good,  and  our  own  confident  perfuafion  that  thefe  will  much 
advance  the  glory  of  Almighty  God,  the  everlafting  honour  of  your 

majeily, 
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my  heart  hath  bled  when  I  have  heard  of  the  increafe  Ann.  1624. 
of  poper)' ;  God  is  my  judge  that  it  hath  been  fuch  a 
great  grief  to  me,  that  it  hath  been  as  thorns  in  my 
eyes  and  pricks  in  my  fides  ;  and,  my  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen, you  fhall  be  my  confefTors,  that  if  I  knew  one 
way  better  than  another  to  hinder  the  growth  of  popery, 
I  would  take  it :  For  knowing  what  I  do,  and  being 
perfuaded  what  I  am,  I  could  not  be  an  honeft  man 
and  do  otherwife."  To  this  James  added,  «  That  he 
would  not  only  grant  the  fubftance  of  what  was  defired 
in  the  petition,  but  add  fomething  more  of  his  own  ; 
that  he  would  take  order  for  the  fhameful  diforder  of 
the  reforting  of  his  fubjedls  to  all  foreign  ambafTadors, 
and  confider  of  a  method  to  reform  the  education  of 
children  born  of  popifli  parents. 
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Every  circumftance  of  the  peoples'  grievances,  either  in  I     ^  /^ 
point  of  foreign  trade  or  domeftic  impofitions,  were  at/^W /^^'^  .Z./^**^^- 
this  time,    with   unreftrained  liberty,    canvafTcd   in  ^^^^j/^'/^l/r^  yjL^^<t^ 
lower  houfe.      A  private  pique  entertained  by  the  princef         *      '^  V 

and  the  favourite  againft  Lionel  Cranfield,  earl  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  the  prefent  lord-treafurcr,  induced  them  to  en- 
courage inquiries,  to  which  he  was  the  deftined  vidim. 
In  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes,    Sir  Edward  ^f}"^^^}^- 

-,   .  '  dlefex  profe- 

U)K:e  laid  open  a  charge  againft  him  for  bribery  and(<^"^^«^- 
various  mifdemeanors  in  the  execution  of  his   offices. 
At  this  conference  he  claimed   for   the  Commons  the 
right  of  being  the  inquifitors-general  of  the  grievances! 

majefty,  the  fafety  of  your  kingdoms,  and  the  encouragement  of  all 
your  good  fubjeds,  we  do  moft  humbly  befecch  your  majefty  to  vouch- 
lafe  a  gracious  anfwer."     Parl:am.  Hiji.  vol.  VI.  p.  128,  ^  fe^. 
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Ann.  1624./  of  the  kingdom,  and  (hewed  that  they  were  fo  appointed 
by  the  wifdom  of  the  ftate  for  tliree  feveral  caufes ; 

I.  Becaufe  they  have  befl  notice  from  all  parts  thereof : 


;i 


Hi 


II.  Becaufe  it  is  not  the  nobility,  but  the  weakcfl 
Gammons,  that  go  to  the  wall : 

m.  As  in  a  natural  body  not  the  difeafe,  but  the  ncg- 
ledt  of  ciure,  killeth,  fo  the  long  delay  of  grievances ; 
and  this  would  happen  if  they  were  not  found  out  by 
the  Commons. 

After  a  tedious  trial  the  accufed  was  found  guilty 
of  malverfation  in  the  feveral  oflSces  of,  mailer  of  the 
wardrobe,  mailer  of  the  court  of  wards,  and  treafurer. 
The  following  fentcnce  was  palTed  againft  him  by  the 
Lords  : 


His  fentenije.      That  he  fliould  be  deprived  of  all  tlie  offices  which 
he  held  in  the  kingdom  : 

That  he  fliould  be  incapacitated  from  liolding  any 
office,  place,  or  employment,  in  the  flate  or  common- 
\  wealth : 


That  he  fliould  be  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don during  the  king's  pleafure: 

That  he  fliould  never  fit  more  in  parliament  j  and. 

That 
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That  he  fliould  never  come  within  the  verge  of  the  Ann|.  1614. 
court  *. 


This  ftate-officer  had  been  brought  up  to  trade;  he 
had  received  moft  of  his  education  in  the  cuftom-houfe, 
and  was  from  thence  introduced  to  Somerfet  as  a  man 
of  a  projedling  head,  and  who,  from  an  acquired  know- 
ledge in  the  cuftoms,  might  be  ferviceable  towards  the 
forming  and  executing  of  plans  to  encreafe  the  king's 
revenue.     He  made  himfelf  fo  ufeful  to  Buckingham, 
that  he  was  by  that  favourite  promoted  to  the  higheft 
offices,  at  length  married  to  one  of  his  kinfwomen,  and 
obtained  the  titles  of  baron  Cranfield  and  earl   of  Mid- 
dlefex ;  he  had  rendered  himfelf  very  agreeable  to  James 
by  a  feeming  affiduity  in  his  fervice  ;  and  this  circum- 
llance,  with  the   affluence   of  his   fortune,   made   him 
throw   off  that  humble  carriage   to   his  patron  which 
was  exadled  from  all  his  creatures.     Hence  arofe  the 
animofity  which   produced  his  difgrace.      The  profecu- 
tion  was  an    invidious  one,   and    the   charge  brought 
againft  him  not  very  material :  But  the  Commons  were 
actuated  witk  a  laudable  zeal  of  rendering  exemplary, 
and  facrificing  to  juftice,  thofe  harpies  in  office  who  prey 
upon  the  vitals  of  the  commonwealth. 

*  On  the  firft  complaint  that  was  made  againfl:  the  earl  of  Middle- 
fex  in  the  lower  houfe,  he  offered  to  juftify  himfelf  by  his  counfel  : 
This  created  a  jealoufy  in  the  Lords,  that  it  might  trench  deep  into 
their  privileges,  for  a  member  of  their  houfe  to  anfwer  an  accufation 
in  the  houfe  of  Commons.  On  the  lord-treafurer*s  requeft  they  waved 
this  formahty  ;  but  an  order  was  made,  "  That  herealter  no  member 
of  the  Lords*-houfe  Ihould,  without  licence,  anfwer  any  complaint  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  either  in  perfon  or  by  his  counfel."  Parliam, 
Jlifi.  vol.  VI.  p.  133. 

It 
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Aofl.  t62^  ,      It   was  not  without  grounds  tliat  Cranfield  flattered 

himfelf  with  a  powerful   protection  from  his  mailer : 

I  James  had  the  incHnation,  but  not  the  abihtv,  to  fcrve 

him  ;  he  not  only  lamented  his  fate,  but  endeavoured 

to  form  a  party  in  his  favour,  and  gave  diic'51:ions  to 

Williams  to  make  intereft  among  the  members  iw  this 

purpofe.      Thefe   efforts   were  fruitlefs  *  ;    as   fruitlefs 

were  his  expoilulations  to  his   fon  and  to  his  infolent 

minion  on  the  madnefs  of  their  prefcnt  condud:  He 

,    told  the  oAe,  "  That   he  was   making  a  rod  to  fcourge 

j    himfelf,"  and  the  other,  "  That  he  would  have  his  belly 

full  of  parliamentary  enquiries." 

A  CHARGE  was  now  fent  up  by  the  Commons  againfl 
Samuel  Harfnet,  bilhop  of  Norwich  ;  it  contained  fun- 
dry  articles  of  divers  extortions  and  fapcrllitiuus  cere- 
monies pradifcd  by  himfelf,  and  cxaded  from  others,  in 
the  government  of  his  diocefc.  The  Lords  excufed 
themfelves  from  entering  on  this  affair,  and  referred  the 
examination  of  it  to  the  high-commifiion  court,  with  a 
promife  to  give  judgment  after  they  had  heard  their  re- 
port. Harfnet  had  preached  a  fermon  at  Whiteliall  that 
gave  great  offence  to  the  Commons,  from  the  fcripture- 
text,  «*  Give  unto  Csefar  the  tilings  that  be  Cacfar's."  He 
infilled  that  goods  and  money  were  Cxfar's  (the  king's) 
and  therefore  could  not  righteoufly  be  denied  him. 
James  appeafed  the  anger  of  the  Commons  by  telling 
both  houfes,  "  That  the  bifhop  failed   in   not  adding, 

*  The  regard  to  juftice  influenced  fome  againfl  him,  and  the  awe 
of  the  prince  and  duke  others  j  fo  that  Williams  could  obtain  but  one 
yote  in  his  favour. 
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that  goods  were  Casfar's  according  to  the  laws  and  cuf-  An„.  16,^ 
toms  of  the  land  *. 

The  Commons,  on  hearing  that  the  king  intended  to 
put  an  end  to  the  feffions  in  three  or  four  days,  fent  a 
meffage  to  the  Lords  to  the  following  effed :  "  That  the 
difficulties  attending  the  fubfidy-bill  had  prevented  their 
finifliing  many  matters  of  weight  then  depending,  for 
which  reafon  they  entreated  their  lordQiips  to  join  in  a 
petition  to  his  majefty  for  a  longer  term."     The  prince 
of  Wales,  who  was  prefent  when  the  mefTage  was  de- 
livered, undertook  to  move  the  king  to  grant  the  re- 
queft.      By   the  means   of  this  interceffion,  James  was 
prevailed  on  to  prolong  the  fefTions  from  Saturday  the 
twenty-fecond  inflant  to  Saturday  the  twenty-ninth,  on 
condition  that  neither  of  the  houfes  would  entertain'any 
new  matter.     A  lift  of  all  the  popifli  recufants  in  offices 
of  profit,  truft,  or  power,  with  a  petition  affixed  to  it, 
was  fent  up  from  the  Commons   to  the  Lords,  with  an 
invitation  to  join  with  them  in  a  reprefentation  on  that 
fubjed  to  the  kingf.     The  Lords  excufed   themfelves 

*  This  certain  path  to  preferment,  the  biihop's  flattering  dodrine 
conduced  hnn  at  length  to  the  poireffion  of  the  fee  of  York. 

t  In  this  lift  were  fixty  known  or  fufpeded  papifts,  and  twenty- 
nine  whole  wives,  children,  and  fervants,  were  papifts.  The  petition 
affixed  to  ic  ends  thus  :  «  Now,  in  confideration  of  the  great  counte- 
nance hereby  given  to  popery,  the  great  grief  and  off-cnce  to  all  your 
beft-affcded,  true,  and  loving  fubjeas,  the  apparent  danger  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  by  putting  the  power  of  arms  into  fuch  hands  as 
by  former  ads  of  your  majefty's  council,  are  adjudged  perfons  juftly 
to  be  ftifpecled,  and  themfelves  fit  to  be  difarmed  :  Your  laid  loyal 
and  faithful  lubjeds  do  moft  humbly  bcfeech  your  majefty  gracioufly 
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Ann.  1624.  from  the  ungracious  tafk  by  alleging  it  as  a  kind  of 
judgment  and  condemnation  of  the  party  before  the 
hearing  the  defence  ;  which,  they  added,  would  affecfl 
their  reputation  as  a  court  of  judicature.  Before  the 
end  of  the  feifions  the  Lords  came  to  thefe  laudable  re- 
folutions  concerning  the  extent  of  their  privileges  in  the 
freedom  of  their  fervants  and  followers  from  arrell  ; 
viz.  "  That  this  freedom  fhould  continue  but  twenty 
days  before  and  after  every  feflions  ;  that  all  the  Lords 
for  the  future  be  very  careful  in  this  point,  and  re- 
member the  ground  of  this  privilege,  which  was  only 
in  regard  that  they  fhould  not  be  diftra(5ted  by  the  trou- 
ble of  their  fervants  from  attending  the  ferious  affairs 
of  the  nation  ;  that  therefore  they  will  not  pervert  that 
privilege  to  the  public  injuilice  of  tlie  kingdom,  which 
was  given  them  chiefly  that  the  whole  realm  might,  in 
this  high  court,  draw  the  clear  light  of  jufticc  from 
them,  in  which  cafe  every  one  ought  rather  to  keep  far 
within  than  any  way  exceed  their  due  limits  ;  that 
hereafter  before  any  perfon  be  fent  for  in  this  kind  the 
Lord  whom  he  ferves  fhall,  either  by  himfclf  or  by 
meiliige,  certify  the  houfe,  upon  his  honour,  that  the 
perfon  arretted  is  within  the  limits  of  the  privileges  be- 
fore exprefTed:  And  for  the  particulars,  they  mufl  be 
left  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  as  the  cafe  fhall  come 
in  queftion ;    wherein  the  houfe  wants  no  means,   as 

to  vouchfafe  that  the  faid  lords  and  gentlemen  above-named,  for 
thefe  important  reafons,  and  for  the  greater  fafety  of  your  majefty, 
and  of  your  realm  and  dominion,  may  be  removed  from  all  your  ma- 
jefty's  commifHons  of  great  charge  and  truft,  commifTions  of  lieute- 
nancy, oyer  and  terminer,  and  of  the  peace,  and  from  all  offices  and 
other  places  of  truft."    Parliam.  Hiji,  vol.  VL  p.  322,  Gf  feq. 
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well  by  oath  as  without,  to  find  out  the  true  nature  of  Aon.  1624. 
the  fervant's  quality  in  his  lord's  fervice  ;  thereupon  if 
it  be  adjudged  by  the  houfe  contrary  to  the  true  intent, 
any  member  whatfoever  mufl  not  think  it  flrange  if,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  both  himfelf  fuffer  reproof,  as  the  houfe 
(hall  think  fit,  and  his  fervant  receive  no  benefit  from 
the  privilege,  but  pay  the  fees  ;  becaufe  the  juflice  of 
the  kingdom  mud  be  preferred  before  any  perfonal  rc- 
fpedt,  and  none  to  be  fpared  that  fhall  offend  after  fo 
fair  a  warning." 


The  Lords  feemed  now  to  refent  the  fevere  precedent 
againft  the  members  of  their  houfe,  in  the  cafe  of  the  late 
treafurer.  After  having  heard  the  report  of  their  commit- 
tee concerning  judicature,  they  ordained,  "  Tliat  in  all 
cafes  of  moment  the  defendant  fhould  have  copies  of  all 
depofitions,  both  pro  &  contra,  after  the  publication,  a  con- 
venient time  before  hearing,  to  prepare  themfelves;  and 
that  on  demand  they  fhould  have  learned  counfel  to  afTifl 
them  in  their  defence*.  Likewife  that  it  fhould  be  confider- 
ed  on  the  next  meeting  at  what  time  and  for  what  caufes 
a  member  of  that  houfe  fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar." 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  May  the  parliament  was  pro-  Parliament 
rogued  to  the  fecond  of  November  next  enfuing.     The  ^^°"*^"*  * 
Commons  had  made  ready  to  pafs  the  royal  aflcnt  all 
the  depending  bills  f,  and  for  this  one  time  they  parted 
with  the  king  in  feeming  good  humour. 

*  Thefe  indulgencles  had  been  denied  in  the  cafe  of  the  earl  of 
Middlefex. 

t  Afts  paffed  this  feflions. 
r.  An  ait  for  making  perpetual  an  ad  made  anno  39  Eliz.  eml- 

Kk  tied, 
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James's  condefcciifion  in  permitting  the  parliament  to 
be  their  own  treafiirers  turned  out  to  be  a  piece  of  grofs 

tied,  "  An  z£t  for  the  ercaing  of  hofpitals  and  work-houfcs  for  the 

poor/* 

2.  An  aft  for  the  quiet  of  the  fubjeft  againft  concealments. 

3.  An  ad  concerning   monopolies,   and   difpenfations  with  penal: 

kws. 

4.  An  ad  for  the  eafc  of  the  fubjea:  concerning  informations  upoa 

penal  ftatutes. 

5.  An  aft  that  (herifFs,  their  heirs,  &c.  having  a  quietus  eft,  fhall  be 
difcharged  of  their  accounts,  with  the  judges'  opinion  therein.. 

6.  An  aft  concerning  women  convift  of  fmall  felonies. 

7.  An  aft  to  reprcfs  drunkennefs,  and  to  reftrain  the  haunting  of 

inns,  &c. 

8.  An  aft  to  punilh  abufes  in  procuring  ftiperfedeas  of  peace  out  of 
the  courts  of  VVeftminfter,  and  to  prevent  the  abufes  in  procuring 
writs  of  certiorari  out  of  the  faid  courts. 

9.  An  aft  for  the  free  trade  of  Welfh  cloths,  &c.  in  England  and 

Wales. 

10.  An  aft  to  repeal  a  branch  of  the  ftatute  an.  34  Hen.  VIII.  en- 
titled, "  An  aft  for  certain  ordinances  in  the  king*s  dominions  and 
principality  of  Wales." 

11.  An  aft  for  confirmation  of  a  judgment  given  for  his  majefly  in- 
a  fciro  facias  againft  Henry  Heron,  and  for  declaration  of  the  letters 
patent  therein  mentioned  to  be  void. 

12.  An  aft  to  make  perpetual  the  aft  for  eafe  in  pleading  againft. 
troublefome  fuits  profccuted  againft  juftices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  &c.. 

13.  An  aft  for  the  further  reformation  of  jeofails. 

14.  An  aft  to  admit  the  liibjeft  to  plead  the  general  information  of 
intrulion  brought  in  the  king's  behalf,  and  to  retain  his  pofleffion  till- 

trial. 

15.  An  aft  to  enable  judges  to  give  reftitution  of  pofleflion  in  cer- 
tain cafes. 

16.  An  aft  for  limitation  of  aftions,  and  for  avoiding  of  fuits  in. 

law. 

17.  An  aft  againft  ufury. 

18.  An  aft  for  the  continuance  of  a  former  ftatute  made  4  Jac.  en- 
tided,  "  An  aft  for  the  true  making  of  woollen  cbth.'* 

^  .19.  An 
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Kng-craft :  On  accepting  the  fubfidies  he  made  the  fol-  Ann.  i624« 
lowing  declaration:  "  I  defire  you  to  underftand,  faid 
he,  that  I  muft  have  a  faithful  fecret  council  of  war, 
that  muft  not  be  ordered  by  a  multitude,  for  fo  my  de> 
figns  may  be  difcovered  before-hand.  One  penny  of 
this  money  fliall  not  be  beftowed  but  in  fight  of  your 

19.  An  aft  for  the  farther  defcription  of  a  bankrupt,  and  relief  of 
creditors  againft  fuch  as  ftiall  become  bankrupts,  and  for  inflifting  a 
corporal  punilliment  upon  them  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

20.  An  aft  to  prevent  curfing  and  fwearing. 

21.  An  aft  concerning  hoftlers  and  innholders. 

22.  An  aft  for  explaining  a  ftatute  an.  3,  4,  5  Ed.  VT.  concerning 
the  traders  of  butter  and  cheefe. 

23.  An  aft  to  avoid  delays  by  removing  of  aftions  out  of  inferior 
•courts. 

24.  An  aft  for  relief  of  creditors  againft  fuch  as  die  in  execution. 

25.  An  aft  for  relief  of  patentees,  tenants,  and  farmers  of  crown 
lands  and  duchy  lands. 

26.  An  aft  againft  fuch  as  fhail  levy  any  fine,  fufi'er  any  recovery, 
•knowlege,  any  ftatute,  recognizance,  bail,  or  judgment,  in  the  nam.e 
t)f  any  perfon  not  privy  thereunto. 

27.  An  aft  to  prevent  the  murdering  of  any  baftard  children. 

28.  An  aft  to  continue  divers  ftatutes  and  repeal  others. 

29.  An  aft  to  enable  Prince  Charles  to  make  leafes  of  lands  parcel 
of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  or  annexed  to  the  fame. 

50.  An  aft  to  afllire  York-houfc  and  other  lands  to  the  king,  and 
■to  afllire  the  manors  of  Brighton  Santon  and  other  lands  to  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  York. 

31.  An  aft  for  tlie  good  government  of  the  makers  of  knives  in 
Hallamftiire,  in  the  county  of  York. 

52.  An  aft  to  make  the  Thames  navigable  from  the  Bercat  to 
Oxon. 

33.  An  aft  for  the  fubfidies  of  the  clerg}'. 

34.  An  aft  for  three  fubfidies,  three  fifteenths,  and  tenths,  granted 
by  the  temporality,  with  the  judges'  opinion. 

?5.  An  aft  for  the  king's  general  pardon. 

Private  afts  38.     Vide  Statutes  at  Large.     Vide  RuJInvcrth. 
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Ana.  1624-  committees  :  But  whether  I  fliall  fend  two  thoufand  or 
ten  thoufand,  whether  by  fea  or  by  land,  Eaft  or  Weft,. 
by  diveriion  or  otherwife,  by  invafion  upon  the  Bava- 
rian  or  the  emperor,  you  rauil  leave  that  to  your  king." 
Thus,  though  the  parhament  had  appointed  their  re- 
ceivers,, and  their  council  of  war,^  yet,  as  thefe  eommif- 
doners  were  to  anfwer  all  money-draughts  made  upoa 
them  by  the  crown,  the  power  was  nothing  more  thaa 
nominal,  and  a  device  of  Buckingham's  to  cajole  the 
Commons  into  a  liberal  grant. 

,  ...  iiii  .*  ..■  ■  .   ,. 

The  jealoufy  which  the  Lords  conceived  left  the  Tower 
houfe  fliould  get  an  increafe  of  privileges  by  this  joint 
power,  and  the  want  of  precedent  for  the  drawing  up^ 
I'uch  a  bill,  made  it  a  work  of  time  and  difficulty,, 
notwithftanding  the  judges  had  given  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, that  there  was  nothing  in  this  adt  which  could 
impeach  or  blemifh  the  privileges  of  the  higher  houfe, 
or  add  to  thofe  of  the  lower,  fkve  in  the  cafe  in  quef- 
tion.  The  Lords  entered  a  proteftation,  that  ao  word,, 
matter,  or  thing,  in  this  adt,  fhould  be  conftrued  here- 
after to  make  any  alteration  in  the  jurifdidtion,  pawer,. 
privilege,  or  authority,  of  either  houfe.  So  adlive  was 
this  ariftocratical  aiTembly,  in  all  thefe  points  of  partial 
privilege^ 

The  propofal  of  a  marriage  between  the  prince  of 
Wales  and  the  princefs  Henrietta,  had  been  received  by 
the  French  court  with  evident  marks  of  extreme  fatisfac*^ 
don.  Their  natural  jealoufy  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
was  at  this  time  much  augmented  by  fome  late  at- 
tempts   of    the    Spaniard    upon    the    boundaries     of 

Francei, 


France  *,  and  the  additional  flrength  which  this  formi-  Ann.  1624. 
dable  neighbour  was  on  the  point  of  attaining,  by  an 
union  with  a  naval  power,  gave  them  the  moft  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions.  Befides  thefe  confiderations,  which 
engaged  the  French  monarch  to  wi(h  the  diffolution  of 
the  late  treaty  between  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  Eng- 
land, an  alliance  with  the  latter  was  much  to  be  coveted 
by  himfelf :  His  proteftant  fubjedts  could  never  be  to- 
tally extirpated,  if  properly  fupported  by  their  brethren 
in  England,  and  the  offered  union  with  the  Stewart  fa- 
mily would  probably  deprive  them  of  fuch  an  affift- 
ance.  This  being  the  opinion  and  difpofition  of  the 
French  miniftry,  it  is  no  wonder  that  James's  ambafTa- 
dor  met  with  the  moft  cordial  reception  :  Amongft 
many  high  compliments,  Lewis  told  him,  "  That  he 
had  rather  have  the  prince  of  England  for  his  brother- 
in-law  than  any  man  in  the  world ;  that  in  the  terms  of 
this  defired  union  he  fhould  not  be  diredled  by  the  pope, 
but  agree  to  fuch  as  did  confift  with  reafon." 

Spain  at  this  time  had  not  given  up  all  thoughts  of 
renewing  the  interrupted  treaty.  A  jundlure  thus  fa- 
vourable might  have  enabled  James,  with  any  degiee  Of 
eondudt,  to  have  concluded  the  alUance  on  fafe  and  ho- 
nourable terms  ;  but  his  vehemence  was  fo  apparent 
that  the  French  court  altered  their  tone,  and  told  his 
ambafTador,  the  earl  of  Holland,  to  whom  the  carl  of 
Carlifle  was  at  this  time  joined"  in  commiflion,  "  That 
the  fame  favourable  articles  for  the  Roman  catholics 
were  expedted  as  had  been  before  yielded  to  Spain.     No« 

*  This  was  the  Valteline,.  which  country  Spain  had  feized. 
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interruption  of  the  negotiation  followed  thefe  new  and 
high  demands  *.  They  were  immediately  complied  with 
;by  the  ambafladors,  with  thefe  only  exceptions : 

*  Andre  dii  Chcfne,  a  French  author,  wiltes  in  the  following  man- 
ner on  this  treaty  : 

"  La  recherche  et  propofition  que  les  ambafladeurs  Anglois  fircnt 
de  ralliance  du  prince  fils  unique  du  roi  leur  maitre  avec  madame  fille 
de  France,  fut  li  agreablement  rcceve  du  roy  tres  Chrellien,  et  de  les 
principaux  confeillers,  qu'ils  nommerent  aulTi  toft  des  commiflaires 
pour  travailler  avec  eux  au  traite  du  mariage,  mais  on  eut  fujet  de 
douter  s'il  fe  pourrait  contraifler  fans  les  conditions  dcfirees  par  le  roy 
.de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  fes  fujets  tant  protcftant  que  puritains.  Car 
de  penkr  obtcnir  les  mefmes  advantages  pour  les  catholiques  d'Angle- 
terre,  que  le  roy  d'Efpagne  avoit  demandez,  puis-que  ces  proteftant 
et  puritains  les  jugeoint  repugnants  au  repos  de  leur  eftat,  et  que 
leur  roy  mefmc  Ifur  avoit  perfuade  qu*il  n'avoit  rompu  avec  TEfpagnc 
qu*en  cette  confideration,  il  y  avoit  bien  peu  d'apparence.  Ncant- 
jnoins  le  marquis  d'Effiat  ayant  efte  choify  pour  negocier  une  fi  im- 
portante  et  difficile  affaire,  en  qualite  d'ambalTadeur  extraordinaire,  il 
en  lift  reufllr  le  fiiccee  a  I'honneur  du  roy,  et  de  toute  la  France. 
Car  en  premier  lieu  il  obtint  que  pour  la  feurte  des  catholiques  An- 
glois, le  roy  d'Angleterre,  et  le  prince  de  Galles,  fon  fils,  bailleroicnt 
des  ades  folemnels,  et  feroient  ferment  fur  les  faints  evangiles.  Se- 
condement,  au  lieu  que  les  Efpagnols  s^etoient  contcntez  d'une  vingt- 
aine  de  fimple  pretres  pour  la  princelfe  et  toute  fa  cour,  on  lui  ac- 
ccrda  qu'elle  auroit  vingt-fix  eccleiiaftiques  de  tels  ordres  qu*il  lui 
plairoit  les  choifir  avec  liberie  de  porter  Thabit  de  leur  ordre  en  pub- 
Jic.  11  obtint  de  plus  que  les  enfans  qui  naitroient  du  mariage  i't- 
roient  nouris  et  ellcvez  a  la  catholiquc  aupres  de  la  princcflc  jiifqua 
Va,crQ  de  treize-ans,  bien  que  les  Elpagnols  ie  fuflcnt  relachez  a  dix. 
Et  n*eut  ete  que  le  marquis  de  la  Vieuville,  qui  pour  lors  avoit  la 
principale  authority  aupres  du  roy  tres  Chretien,  pafla  des  le  com- 
mencement trop  de  chofes  dans  les  conditions  du  traite.  Ton  eut  en- 
<:ore  beaucoup  mieux  pris  fes  avantages  pour  le  bien  de  la  religion. 
Car  il  n'euft  pas  ete  poflible  d'obtenir  ce  que  deflus,  s*il  fut  demeurc 
dans  la  meme  authoritc.  Mais  le  changement  qui  arriva  en  donna  le 
moyen.  Le  cardinal  dc  Richelieu  prenant  le  foin  des  affaires  par  Ic  com- 
inandemcnt  du  roy,  il  authorifa  fi  bien  les  chofes  .ct  negocia  avec  les 
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That  a  toleration  fliould  not  be  granted  in  the  pub-  Ann.  1624; 
He  articles,  nor  a  church  in  London  allowed  to  the  Ro- 
man catholics.  To  balance  this,  the  children  were  to  be 
brought  up  under  the  care  and  infpedlion  of  the  princefs 
Henrietta  till  the  age  of  tliirteen;  and  tliree  private  arti- 
cles were  agreed  to-: 

That  the  catholics,  both  ecclefiailic  and  temporal^ 
unprifoned  fince  the  laft  proclamation  which  followed 
the  breach  with  Spain,  {hould  be  all  fet  at  liberty  : 

That  theEngliih  catholics  fhould  be  no  more  fcarclici 
after,  nor  molefted  for  their  religion  : 

That  the  goods  of  the  catholics,  as  well  ecclefiaftic 
as  temporal,  that  were  feized  on  fince  the  afore-men- 
tioned proclamation,  fhould  be  reftored  to  tlicm* 

As  haughty  and  infolent  were  the  demands  of  France 
in  regard  to  the  temporal  articles  of  jointure  and  for- 
tune *,  and  equally  abje(fl.were  the  conceflions  of  James. 

ambafiadcurs  Anglois  avec  tant  de  prudence  et  de  dexterite  qu*ils 
furent  contraints  de  ceder  a  ce  puiflant  efprit.  Ce  qui  donna  plus 
de  moyen  au  marquis  d'Effiat  de  faire  agreer  en  Angleterre  ce  qui 
avoit  ete  facilite  en  France."  Dtt  Cbefne,  foLedit.  Paris,  1641,  p. 
1180,  ^  fe^, 

*  Henrietta's  jointure  was  to  be  fixty  thoufand  crowns  a  year.  If 
ihe  was  left  a  widow  without  children,  her  whole  portion,  which  was 
eight  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  was  to  be  returned  to  her,  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  as  (he  pleafed,  Ihe  ftill  enjoying  her  dower ;  in  cafe  of  chil- 
dren, two  thirds  were  to  be  reftored,  the  other  third  to  remain  to  the 
children  •,  the  two  thirds  reftored  to  the  mother  to  revert  to  them  in 
cafe  ftie  died  unmarried,  or  without  children  by  a  fecond  marriage  j 

in 
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Ana.  1624.  The  whole  negotiation  on  the  fide  of  Lewis  was  con- 
dudlcd  by  the  artful  minifter  Richlieu,  who  was  at  this 
time  introduced  into  the  French  councils  through  the 
intereft  of  the  queen-mother.  By  his  advice  the  arch- 
bi(hop  of  Ambrun  was  fent  as  a  fecret  agent  to  inter- 
ceed  for  the  catholics,  but  in  efFed;  to  found  James's  in- 
clination towards  the  popifh  faith.  This  prelate  gained 
from  certain  papifts,  who  were  upon  a  footing  of  fami- 
liarity with  James,  fuch  ufeful  intelligence  that  he  foon 
found  means  to  attain  the  higheft  degi'ee  of  favour  and 
confidence:  Conferences  grew  frequent  between  them. 
One  of  thefe  having  turned  upon  a  full  toleration  to 
the  catholics  in  England,  and  on  the  defire  which  James 
had  of  living  in  a  flridl  union  with  the  king  of  France, 
the  archbiihop  acquitted  liimfelf  fo  well,  that  the  king, 
giving  him  a  fqueeze  by  the  hand,  told  him,  "  Tliat 
he  ix:rceived  he  was  the  man  fent  to  him  from  God,  to 
whom  he  might  open  freely  his  mind."     After  this,  he 

in  the  cafe  of  children  by  a  fecond  marriage,  thefe  children  of  the  fe- 
cond  bed  to  divide  the  two  thirds  with  thofe  of  the  firft ;  in  the  cafe 
of  her  dying  before  the  prince,  without  iflue,  half  of  the  portion  was 
to  be  |xiid  back  to  the  king  of  France ;  that  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain fhould  prefent  her  on  her  marriage  fifty  thoufand  crowns*  worth 
of  jewels,  which  jewels  were  to  be  her  own  property  i  her  jointure  to 
be  alTigned  her  in  lands,  callles,  and  houfes,  one  whereof  to  be  made 
fit  for  her  to  rcfide  in,  and  furniflied  fuitably  to  a  princefs  of  her 
quality ;  that  (he  fhould  have  the  free  difpofal  of  the  offices  and  be- 
nefices of  the  faid  lands,  part  of  which  lands  were  to  have  tlie  title  of 
duchy  or  earldom;  that  Ihe  Ihould  have  liberty,  whether  (he  had 
children  or  not,  to  return  to  France  with  her  houfhold  goods,  jewels, 
diamonds,  and  portion,  as  fpecified  in  the  articles  above  ;  and  in 
this  cafe  the  king  of  England  to  conduct  her  to  Calais  at  his  charge. 
Sonierf%  third  CoUeHion  of  Trails,  ^75^>  voL  1.  p.  262,  6f  feq, 
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went  upon  the  chimerical  project  he  had  long  planned  Ann.  1624. 
for  the  uniting  all  Chriflians  to  one  form  of  worfliip  ^- ; 
and  on  an  intention  he  had  of  calling  an  aflembly  of 
divines,  both  foreign  and  Engliih,  to  be  held  at  Bou- 
logn  or  Dover,  to  the  end  of  fettHng  proper  means  to 
carry  his  projedl  into  execution.  With  this  he  put  into 
the  archbifliop's  hands  a  memorial  on  the  fubjedl,  that 
being  thus  provided,  he  might  begin  the  negotiation 
with  the  pope  and  the  king  of  France,  whilfl  himfelf 
undertook  to  deal  with  the  king  of  Denmark  and  the 
proteflant  princes  of  Germany. 

This  narrative  of  Ambrun's  is  very  much  of  a  piece 
with  the  impertinent  fchemes  and  conceited  opinions  of 
James.  He  regarded  religion  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a  proper  inflrument  to  eflecl  pafllve  obedience  in  fub- 
je<5ts  :  For  this  reafon  he  treated  the  material  points  of 
faith  that  diflinguifh  the  Roman  catholic  and  reformed 
religions  as  meer  fchool-queftions,  too  infignificant  to 
make  a  fchifm  in  the  church  the  befl  fuited  for  the  ar- 
bitrary purpofes  of  princes,  except  in  the  one  tenet  of 
fuperior  allegiance  to  the  pope.  This  dodlrine  he  wanted 
to  inculcate  to  all  fovereigns,  and  to  form  a  kind  of 
fraternal  league,  in  which  they  fhould  oblige  the  pope 
to  give  up  this  claim,  and  yield  each  other  mutual  af- 
liftancc  in  quelling  the  rebellious  opinions  of  their  fub- 
jedts  f.     It  was  with  a  view  of  fuch  fupport  from  the 

*  Cornwallis  gives  us  the  account  of  a  long  converfation  he  had 
v/ith  the  duke  of  Lerma  on  this  fubjedt  of  a  general  uniformity  in 
the  mode  of  Chriftian  worfhip.  Wimvood's  Memorials y  vol.  II.  p.  461, 
t^  feq. 

t  He  openly  profcfTed  the  following  reafon  for  abandoning  the 
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Ana  1624.    Auftrian   family  that  he  had   puflied  on   that  alliance 
with  all  its  difgraceful  dangerous  conditions. 

He  was  at  this  time  adluated  by  the  fame  expecta- 
tions in  the  prefent  treaty  with  France,  and  afllimed  fo 
much  upon  them  as  to  permit  the  archbifliop  of  Am- 
brun  to  adminifler  public  confirmation  in  the  French 
ambaflador's  houfe  to  all  that  fhould  apply  :  The  num- 
ber was  fo  great  that  the  magiftrates  of  London  com- 
plained of  it ;  the  king  owned  that  it  was  done  by  his 
permiflion.  This  was  immediately  after  the  ilrong  de- 
claration he  had  made  to  the  parliament  againft  fuch  a 
praftice.  He  was  at  this  time  fo  exalted  with  an  expe(^- 
ation  of  brotherly  friendfhip  from  the  king  of  France, 
that  he  told  the  Lords  of  the  council,  with  a  kind  of 
tranfport,  that  Lewis  was  fo  much  his  friend  as  to  offer 
to  aflift  him  in  pcrlbn  if  ever  he  fhould  defue  him  : 
"  Truly,  adds  he,  he  has  gained  fo  much  upon  me  by 
this  kindnefs,  that  in  any  thing  that  fhall  concern  him 
I  will  employ  not  only  my  peoples'  lives,  but  my  own; 
and  whatfoevcr  of  his  fubje^Tts  fliall  rife  againfl  him, 
either  catholics  or  others,  Ihall  find  me  a  party  for 
him." 


The  Englifli  ambaffadors  who  were  now  negotiating 
the  treaty  of  marriage  in  France,  had  orders  to  propofc 

Palfgrave's  caufe :  That  there  is  an  implicit  tie  among  kings  which 
obligeth  them,  though  there  be  no  other  interefl:  or  particular  engage- 
ment, to  ftick  to  and  right  one  another  upon  an  infurredion  of  fub- 
jeds ;  therefore  he  had  more  reafon  to  be  againft  the  Bohemians  than 
to  adhere  to  them,  in  the  depolition  of  their  fovereign  prince.  llowcVs 
familiar  Leitirs, 
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to  that  court  a  league  againfl  the  houfe  of  Auftria :  Ann.  i6«4. 
Lewis's  mini/lers  liftened  to  this  propofal ;  but  a*  the 
fame  time  told  the  ambaffadors,  "  That  the  league  and 
marriage  were  two  diftindl  things,  that  could  not  be  ne- 
gotiated together ;  but  that  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
marriage  they  would  treat  of  the  league." 

The  aid  granted  to  the  king  the  lail  parliament  was 
computed  to  be  confiderable  enough  to  fend  five-and* 
twenty  thoufand  men  into  the  Palatinate  :   Six  thoufand, 
under  the  command  of  the  earls  of  Oxford,  Southamp- 
ton, Effex,  and  the  lord  Willoughby,  were   immediately 
embarked  for  Holland  to  join  the  army  of  the  Hates. 
Though  the  united  corps  of  Dutch  and  Englifh  made  a 
confiderable  army,  yet  the  prince  of  Orange  could  not 
prevent  the  town  of  Breda  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  Spinola.     During  the  ^\^gi^  of  Breda,  many  of  the 
Engliai  died  by  ficknefs :  This  was  the  fate  of  the  gal- 
lant earl  of  Oxford,    who  was    one  of  the  volunteers 
that   oppofed   the  Spanifli  forces  in  the  Palatinate.      He 
was  afterwards  imprifoned  for  fpeaking  freely  againft 
the  Auftrian  match  ;  on  the  return  of  the  prince  from 
Madrid    obtained    his    liberty  and   the   command    of  a 
regiment.      Other   troops  were    levied   to  be  under  the 
command  of  Mansfeldt,  who  with  thcfc  was   to  open 
a  paffage  into  the  Palatinate:    According  to  this  refo- 
Uuion  Mansfeldt   came   into  England,    and  Lewis  was 
preffed  farther  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  league,  or  at  the 
Icaft  to  grant  a  free  paffage  to  the  Englifli  troops  through 
his  dominions.     Evafive  anfwers  were  taken  as  certain 
promifes,  and  Mansfeldt  fet  out  at  the  head  of  twelve 
thoufand  men,  to  make  his  paffage  through  France  into 
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Ann.  1624.  Germany.  Preparatory  to  this  march  a  demand  was 
made  of  the  city  of  Frankendale  to  the  infanta  Ifabella, 
who,  according  to  the  treaty  at  London,  was  to  dehver 
it  up  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Odober.  At  the  fame  time 
was  demanded  a  free  paflage  through  the  German 
territory  for  the  troops  that  were  to  be  fent  to  garrifon 
it.  The  infanta  anfwered,  "  That  fhe  would  freely  fur- 
render  the  town  on  the  day  appointed,  to  fuch  as  fliould 
produce  a  power  from  the  king  of  England ;  that  fhe 
would  grant  a  pailage  through  her  own  and  the  king 
of  Spain's  dominions,  according  to  the  words  of  the 
treaty  ;  but  to  procure  a  paflage  for  the  Britifh  troops 
through  the  empire,  Ihe  declared  was  not  in  her  power, 
nor  was  fhe  obliged  to  do  it."  To  compleat  this  farce, 
on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Odlobcr,  the  day  in  which  Fran- 
kendale was  to  be  re-delivered,  Spinola  with  his  troops 
marched  out  of  the  town,  and  finding  none  of  James's 
forces  ready  to  take  pofleflion,  he  inflantly  re-entered^ 
pulled  down   the   arms  of  the  king  of  England,  and 

:Rufhworth,  let  up  thofe  of  the  king  of  Spain.  The  twelve  thou- 
.p.isi.  ^^^^^  ^^^  under  the  command  of  Mansfcldt  were  em- 
barked for  the  French  coaft  in  the  month  of  December, 
the  very  depth  of  winter.  When  they  arrived  at  Calais 
they  were  not  fufFered  to  land  ;  after  much  time  was 
fpent  in  meflages  backward  and  forward  between  them 
and  the  court,  the  king  of  France  pofitively  afTerting  he 
had  ne\'er  promifed  to  grant  them  a  pafTage,  they  were 
forced  ta  fail  to  Zealand*,  where  they  met  with  the 

*  The  prince  of  Wales  and  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  were  ar 
prefent  the  fole  managers  of  the  affairs  of  ftate,  looked  upon  the  af- 
iiftance  of  France  as  a  thing  to  be  depended  upon,  Lewis  being  in  a 
manner  bound  by  the  ties  of  friendfhip  and  intercd.    A  difputc  therr 
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fame  difficulty  as  they  had  jufl  experienced   at  Calais  :  Ann.  1624V 
The  Zealanders  excufed  themfelves  from  receiving  fuch 
a  number  of  unexpeded  guefls,  on  the  pretence  of  a  de- 
ficiency of  provifions. 

During  a  tedious  negotiation,  in  which  mefTengers 
were  fent  to  the  Hague  and  afterwards  to  London,  the 
peftilence  feized  the  foldiers,  and  cai'ried  oflf  above  twa 
thirds.  Of  the  few  that  efcaped  the  ficknefs  fome  de- 
ferted  and  fome  lifted  themfelves  among  their  country- 
men in  the  fervice  of  the  States. 

Thus  was  exemplified  the  utility  of  James's  provifo, 
that  the  conduct  and  direction  of  the  war  mufl  be  left 
to  the  king.  This  refufal  of  receiving  his  troops  was 
the  fecond  barbarous  infult  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Dutch  republic,  hi  the  iflands  from  whence  the 
Portuguefe  and  Spaniards  had  been  driven  by  the  States, 
the  Englifh,  according  to  treaty,  were  to  enjoy  a  third 
part  of  the  trade ;  of  tlK  Englifli  facflories  fettled  in  aIoj^^!' 
thefe  parts,  a  few  families  lived  at  Amboyna  under  the 
protection  of  a  Dutch  eftablifhment ;  according  to  the 
nature  of  rivalfliip,  an  ill  correfpondence  foon  fubfifted 
between  the  two  people :  A  plot  was  trumped  up  againfl 
the  Englilh,  as  if  they  had  formed  a  defign  to  dcflroy 
the  Dutch  fettlement ;  all  of  them  were  feized,  examin- 
ed, and  put  to  a  variety  of  tortures  that  exceeded  every 

fubfifting  between   him  and  the  king  of  Spain  concerning  the  Valte- 
line,  the  view  of  thefe  (hallow  politicians  was  not  comprehenfive  enough- 
to  take  in  the  bigoted  prepofltrffions  that  aduated  this  monarch,  the  ar- 
bitrary defigns  of  his  miniller,  or  the  variety  of  capricious  principles 
which  influence  the  meafurcs  of  a  court. 
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Ann.  162^.  diiibolical  invention  of  the  kind  that  had  been  before 
known:  Thofe  that  purchafed  reUef  by  confeffion  re- 
traded  it  with  their  dying  breath  ;  the  gi'eater  part  re- 
tained their  fortitude,  and  expired  under  their  tortures; 
a  few  that  furvivcd  thcfe  cruekics  were  fcnt  out  of  the 
illand  to  other  EngHlh  plantations.  Thus  the  whole 
faJlory  was  deflroyed,  and  the  Dutch  remained  fole  ma* 
iters  of  the  trade  'K 

This  cataflrophe  happened  at  the  time  when  James 
had  given  up  all  hopes  of  the  Spanifli  alliance,  and 
when  he  was  pulhed  on  by  the  violent  meafurcs  of  his 
favourite  to  a  rupture  with  that  ilate.  This  being  his 
fituation,  the  friendfhip  of  the  Dutch  was  too  valuable 
to  be  hazarded  by  an  ill-timed  refentment ;  he  was  ob- 
liged to  accept  of  their  excufes,  and  to  put  up  with  this 

*  It  is  very  probable  that  the  late  behaviour  of  the  Zealanders  arofe 
from  the  fear  of  admitting  lb  large  a  body  of  Englifli  troops,  left 
they  might  have  fallen  upon  fome  method  of  revenging  the  maflacrc 
of  Amboyna.  James  had  been  up6n  ill  terms  with  the  Dutch  for 
lome  time  ;  in  the  year  1609  he  ifliied  a  proclamation  for  preventing 
the  promifcuous  filhing  of  (Irangers  on  the  Britilh  coall :  The  Dutch 
refuted  to  comply  with  this  proclamation,  and  defended  their  fifliing 
veffcls  with  a  naval  force.  Thefe  Ipirited  republicans  had  entertained 
a  ftrong  jealouly  on  the  intended  connedion  between  the  Englilh  and 
'the  Spanilh  courts :  They  refen ted  the  negled  James  had  Ihewn  to 
the  proteftant  caufc,  in  the  bafe  defcrting  his  Ibn-in-law,  the  eleded 
king  of  Bohemia.  This,  with  the  contempt  they  had  for  his  perlbn 
and  government,  occafioned  them  to  commit  continual  infringements 
m  the  treaty  that  fubfifted  between  them  and  the  lUtc  of  England  : 
They  molefted  the  Englilh  in  their  Eail-India  trade,  and  in  Grctn- 
land,  where  the  citizens  of  London  had  eighteen  fliips  employed 
in  the  whalc-fidiery  ;  thefe  crews  were  llirprized  and  murdered  by  the 
Dutch  on  pretence  that  they  had  an  exclufive  privilege  of  filing  on  that 
coait.     Guthrie.     CarUtcrCs  Letters, 
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flagrant  breach  of  faith,  without  exacting  any  kind  of  Ann.  1624. 
atonement.  Humiliating  as  were  thefe  accumulated 
difgraces,  the  domeftic  ones  fullained  by  him  at  this 
time  he  much  more  impatiently  refented :  Such  was  the 
defpotifm  exercifed  over  him  by  Buckingham,  that,  on  ' 
Briftol's  arrival,  he  was  conftrained  to  fend  a  command 
to  him,  to  confine  himfelf  to  his  own  houfe.  Accord- 
ing to  repeated  folicitations  of  the  accufed,  commiflion- 
ers  were  appointed  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  his  of- 
fence :  After  a  minute  interrogation  they  declared,  that 
they  could  find  nothing  blameable  in  his  condudf.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  his  confinement  was  continued,  and 
himfelf  given  to  underftand  by  Buckingham,  "  That  he 
was  much  miitaken  if  he  imagined  that  his  anfwers 
were  fatisfa6lory  to  the  king,  the  prince,  or  to  him  (the 
duke)  ;  that  his  only  way  of  regaining  favour  was  to 
make  the  confeilion  he  had  fcnt  him."  James  exclaimed 
againft  fuch  a  treatment,  and  told  Buckingham,  "  It 
was  an  horrible  tyranny  to  make  an  innocent  man  de- 
clare himfelf  guilty."  Notwithftanding  this,  he  could 
not  obtain  leave  to  admit  him  to  his  prefence,  as  the  of- 
fered terms  had  been  refufed,.  though  he  had  folemnly 
promifcd  fuch  a  po-miflion. 

James  fecms  to  have  refigned  himfelf  to  the  prefenr 
neceflity  with  an  intention  of  breaking  from  his  thral- 
dom on  the  firfl  favourable  opportunity.  He  was  fenfi- 
ble  that  the  authority  which  his  infolent  minion  main- 
tained over  him  was  entirely  owing  to  circumllances 
arifing  from  the  familiarity  that  had  fubfifted  between 
them,  and  from  a  temporary  popularity,  unfiipported 
by  charadcr,  principle,  or  capacity  ;  an  occafion  would 
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undoiibtcclly  ofTcr  to  throw  him  off,  when  he  was  again 
become  the  object   of  pubhc  odium  ;    in  this    attempt 
he  was  certain  of  having  afTiftancc  from  men  whofc 
abihties  were  infinitely  fupcrior  to  tliofe  of  his  ungrate- 
ful fervant,  men  by  whom  Buckingham  was  detcfted 
from  motives  of  envy,  and  from  the  infolence  of  his 
carriage  :  Of  thefe  none  were  more  inveterate  than  Wil- 
liams, who  had  been  long  upon  ill  terms  with  his  pa- 
tron,  on  his  attempt  to  undermine  him  in  James's  fa- 
vour, and  his  oppofition  to  him  in  council  on  the  rup- 
ture with  Spain.    He  had  lately  endeavoured  to  eradicate 
from  his  mind  unfavourable  impreffions,  by  the  moft 
abjecl  fubmifiion  and  afTedted  zeal  for  his  fervice;  thefe 
endeavours  had   been   fruitlefs,    and  Buckingham   had 
Ihewn  him  fuch  a  flrong  teftimony  of  his  ill  will,  as 
to  have  made  a  pulh  at  him  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons the  lad  felTions;  but  the  complaints  were  thought 
xoo  frivolous  and  too  ill-grounded  to  bear  an  impeach- 
rnent.     In  this  Ctuation  Williams's  fafery  was  incompa- 
tible with  Buckingham's   power,    who  had  likewife  a 
dangerous  enemy  in  Briftol,  on  account  of  the  flrong 
evidence  he  could  produce  of  his  abfurd  conduct  at  Ma- 
drid,  and   his    grofs   impofitions  on    the    nation    by  a 
falfe  detail  to  the  parliament  of  the  tranfadlions  at  the 
court  of  Spain.    Such  a  concurrence  of  malice  and  mat- 
ter could  not  fail  to  crufh  him  at  fome  unlucky  pe- 
riod ;  of  this  he  w^as  very  fenfible,  when  the  unexpe<fted 
death  of  the  king  at  once  difpelled  bis  fears,  and  fixed 
his  tottering  fituation. 

About  the  middle  of  March  James  was  feized  with 
a  tertian  ague,  which  terminating  in  a  fever,  put  an  end 
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to  his  life  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fame  month,  Ana.  1625,. 
and  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  During  the 
courfe  of  his  illnefs  he  was  fo  clofely  befet  by  Bucking- 
ham and  his  family,  that  the  reft  of  the  courtiers  were 
not  permitted  to  fee  him  till  he  was  in  the  laft  agonies. 
Without  the  knowledge  of  his  phyficians  they  applied 
a  plaifter  to  his  fide,  and  gave  him  a  potion  whofe  ope- 
ration was  followed  by  the  fever,  which  terminated  his 
days.  Thefe  circumftances,  added  to  the  criticalnefs  of 
his  deceafe,  gave  rife  to  fufpicions  of  the  darkeft  na- 
ture j  the  profecution  of  inquiries  was  timely  put  an 
end  to  by  the  authority  of  Charles,  and  the  afiair  thus 
favourably  configned  to  an  eternal  uncertainty. 

James  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  of  a  fair  complec-  His  perfon. 
tion,  and  a  fof t  fkin ;  his  perfon  plump  but  not  corpu-  ^^'''^''"•- 
lent,  his  eyes  large  and  rolling,  his  beard  thin,  his 
tongue  too  big  for  his  mouth,  his  countenance  difagree- 
able,  his  air  aukward,  and  his  gait  remarkably  un- 
graceful, from  a  weaknefs  in  his  knees  that  prevented 
his  walking  without  affiftance ;  he  was  tolerably  tem- 
perate in  his  diet,  but  drank  of  little  elfe  than  rich  and 
flrong  wines. 

His  charadler,  from  the  variety  of  grotefque  quali-  Charadcr. 
ties  that  compofe  it,  is  not  eafily  to  be  dehneated :  The 
virtues  he  pofiTefTed  were  fo  loaded  with  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  their  neighbouring  vices,  that  they  exhibit 
no  lights  to  fet  ofF  the  dark  fhades ;  his  principles  of 
generofity  were  tainted  by  fuch  a  childifh  profufion  that 
they  left  him  without  means  of  paying  his  juft  obliga- 
tions, and  fubjedicd  him  to  the  neceffity  of  attempting 
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Ann.  1625.    irregular,  illegal,  and  iinjuft  methods  of  acquiring  mo- 
ney.   His  friendfliip  *,  not  to  give  it  the  name  of  vice, 
was  directed  by  fo  puerile  a  fancy,  and  fo  abfurd  a  ca- 
price, that  the  objects  of  it  were  ever  contemptible,  and 
its  confequence  attended  with  fuch  an  unmerited  profu- 
fion  of  favours,  that  it  was  perhaps  the  mod  exception- 
able quality  of  any  he  pofTefled.    His  diftinaions  were 
formed  on  principles  of  fellifhnefs  ;  he  valued  no  per- 
fon  for  any  endowments  that  could  not  be  made  fub- 
fervient  to  his  pleafures    or  his  intereft,   and  thus  he 
rarely  advanced  a  man  of  real  worth    to  preferment  f. 
His  familiar  converfation,  both  in  writing  and  in  fpeak- 
ing,    was    fluffed   with   vulgar   and    indecent    phrafes. 
Though  proud  and  arrogant  in  his  temper,  and  full  of 
the  importance  of  his  ftation,  he  defcended  to  buffoonery, 
and  fuffered  his  favourites  to  addrefs   him  in  the  moil 
difrefpeaful   terms   of  grofs  familiarity  J.     Himfelf  af- 

*  All  his  letters  to  his  favourite  Villiers  are  wrote  in  a  ftyle  fiilfomly 
familiar,  many  of  them  indecent,  with  very  unufual  exprefTions  of 
love  and  fondnefs. 

+  His  want  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  his  preceptor  Buchanan, 
who  had  taken  great  pains  to  form  his  tender  mind  to  virtue,  and  to 
teach  him  true  policy  and  magnanimity,  is  one  inftance  of  his  difre- 
gard  to  worth. 

J  The  followmg  familiar  epiftle  is  from  Buckingham  to  king  James : 

«  Were  it  not  that  you  might  think  me  an  incroacher  upon  your 
goodnci>,  I  fhould  make  a  propofition  for  you  to  ftay  ten  days  at 
Theobalds,  by  which  doing  you  might  have  the  company  of  your 
fwect  Ton,  without  v/hom  we  fhould  neither  play  at  cards,  goffe,  nor 
fit  up  for  does  at  Huntingdon  ;  whereas,  if  you  ftay  at  Theobalds  but 
ihefe  ten  days,  you  might  have  to  wait  on  you  not  only  a  found  ion, 
but  a  fervant  within  and  without  as  clean  as  a  fhilhng.  But  if  thcfc 
reafons  were  not,  I  pray  your  fowHiip  how  can  you  fpend  thefe  ten 
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feezed  a  fententious  wit,  but  rofe  no  higher  in  thefe  at-  Aan.  1625,; 
tempts  than  to  quaint,  and  often   ftale,  conceits.    His 
education  had  been  a  more  learned  one  than  is  com- 
monly bellowed  on  princes  ;  this,  from  the  conceit  it 
gave  him,  turned  out  a  very  difadvantageous  ciicum- 
flance,  by  contracfling  his  opinions  to  his  own  narrow 
views.    His  pretences  to  aconfummate  knowledge  in  di- 
vinity, politics,  and  the  art  of  governing,  expofe  him 
to  a  high  degree  of  ridicule  *,  his  conduct  (hewing  him 
more  than  commonly  deficient  in  all  thefe  points.    His 
romantic  idea  of  the   natural  rights  of  princes  caufed 
him  publicly  to  avow  pretenfions  that  imprefled  into  the 
minds  of  the  people  an  incurable  jealoufy  ;  this,  with 
an  affecftation  of  a  profound  fkill  in  the  art  of  diflem- 
bling,  or  of  king-craft,  as  he  termed  it,  rendered  him 
the  objedl  of  fear  and  dillrufl ;  when  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  himfelf  the  only  dupe  to  an  impertinent  ufelefs 
hypocrify.    If  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  England  re~ 
ceived  no  prejudice  from  his  government,  it  was  owing 
to  his  want  of  ability  to  effect  a  change  fuitable  to  the 
purpofe  of  an  arbitrary  fway.      Stained  with  thefe  vices, 
and  fuUied  with  thefe  weakneffes,  if  he  is  ever  exempt 
from  our  hatred,  the  exemption  muft  arife  from  motives 
of  contempt ! 

Despicable  as  he  appears  through  the  whole  period 
of  his  Britannic  government,  his  behaviour  when  king 

days  better  in  any  other  place."     MSS.  in  Britijh  Mufeu'm,  fol.  6987^ 
n.  106. 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Letters  publiflied  by  Sir  David  Dalrym- 
pie,  1762,  p.  26.  for  another  of  the  fame  fort,  but  much  more  grofly 
familiar* 
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of  Scotland  was  in  many  points  unexceptionable  ;  but, 
intoxicated  with  the  power  he  received  over  a  people 
whofe  privileges  were  but  feebly  eftablifhed,  and  who 
had  been  long  fubjedled  to  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  tyran- 
ny, he  at  once  flung  off  that  moderation  that  hid  his 
deformities  from  the  common  eye. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  corruption  he  met  with  in  the 
court  of  England,  and  the  time-ferving  genius  of  the 
Englifti  noblemen,  were  the  great  means  that  debauched 
him  from  his  circumfpedl  condudt.  Among  the  for- 
warded of  this  worthlefs  tribe  was  Cecil,  afterwards 
earl  of  Salifbury  *,  who  told  him  on  his  coming  to  the 

*  In  a  fpecch  that  James  made  to  the  parliament  in  the  year  1 620, 
he  excufes  himfelf  for  his  former  condud  in  that  aflembly,  and  fays, 
that  he  was  led  by  the  counfellors  of  the  late  queen. 

The  fervile  tools  that  Tames  had  raifed  to  the  hiorheft  preferments 
vol.1,  p.  160,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  bellowed  the  fame  tribute  of  abfurd  flattery  to  his  me- 
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mory  that  they  had  fed  him  with  during  his  life.  The  following  is  a 
chara6ler  drawn  of  him  by  Williams,  in  a  fcrmon  that  he  preached  at 
his  funeral : 

"  I  dare  pr-efume  to  fay,  you  never  read  in  your  lives  of  two  kings 
more  fully  paralcUed  amongft  themfelves,  and  better  diftinguilhed 
from  all  other  kings,  than  king  James  and  king  Solomon.  King  So- 
lomon is  faid  to  be  unigenitus  coram  matre  ftia^  the  only  fon  of  his  mo- 
ther, fo  was  king  James ;  Solomon  was  of  a  completion  white  and 
ruddy,  fo  was  king  James ;  Solomon  was  an  infant-king,  puer  parvu- 
lus,  a  little  child,  fo  was  king  James  a  king  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
months ;  Solomon  began  his  reign  in  the  life  of  his  predeceflbr,  fo, 
by  the  force  and  compulfion  of  that  Hate,  did  our  late  fovereign  king 
James  -,  Solomon  was  twice  crowned  and  anointed  a  king,  fo  was  king 
James  •,  Solomon's  minority  was  rough,  through  the  quarrels  of  the 
former  fovereign,  fo  was  that  of  king  James  j  Solomon  was  learned 
above  all  the  princes  of  the  Eaft,  fo  was  king  James  above  all  the 
princes  in  the  univerfal  world  j  Solomon  was  a  writer  in  profe  and 
%  •  verfe, 
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crown,  «  Tliat  he  fliould  find  his  Englifh  fubjefts  like  Ann.  1625. , 
afles,  on  whom  he  might  lay  any  burden,  and  fliould 
need  neither  bit  nor  bridle  but  their  afles'  ears." 

verfe,  fo,  in  a  very  pure  and  exquifite  manner,  was  bur  fweet  fove* 
rejgn  kmg  James  ;  Solomon  was  the  greateil  patron  we  ever  read  of 
to  church   and  church-men,    and  yet   no  greater   (let  the  houfe  of 
Aaron  now  confefs)  than  king  James ;  Solomon  was  honoured  with 
ambafladors  from  all  the  kings  of  tiie  earth,  and  fo  you  know  was 
king  James ;  Solomon  was  a  main  improver  of  his  home-commodi- 
ties, as  you  may  fee  in  his  trading  with  Hiram,  and  God  knows  it 
was  the  daily  ftudy  of  king  James  i  Solomon  was  a  great  maintainer 
of  (hipping  and  navigation,  a  mofl  proper  attribute  to  king  James ; 
Solomon  beautified  very  much  his  capital  city  with  buildings"  and  wa- 
ter-works, fo  did  king  James ;  laftly,  before  any  hoftile  ad  we  read 
of  m  hiftory,  king  Solomon  died  in  peace,  when  he  had  lived  about 
fixty  years,  and  fo  you  know  did  king  James ;  and  as  for  his  words 
and  eloquence  you  know  it  well  enough,— it  was  rare  and  excellent  in 
the  higheft  degree— Solomon,    fpeaking  of  his  own  faculty  in  this 
kind,   divides  it  into  two  feveral  heads,  a  ready  invention,   and  an 
€afy  difcharge  and  expre/Tion  of  the  fame,— God  hath  granted  me  to 
fpeak  as  I  would,  and  to  conceive  as  it  is  meet  for  the  things  fpoken 
of,— and  this  was  eminent  in  our  late  fovereign  :  His  invention  was 
as  quick  as  his  firft  thoughts,  and  his  words  as  ready  as  his  inven- 
tion ;  he  would  firft  wind  up  the  whole  fubftance   of  his  difcourfe 
into  one  fohd  and  mafiy  conception,  and  then  fpread  it  and  dilate  it 
to  what  compafs  he  pleafed,  «  Profluenti  ^  qu^  principem  deceret  eh- 
quentia;'  (as  Tacitus  faid  of  Auguftus)  in  a  flowing  and  a  princely 
kind  of  elocution  ;  thofe  fpeeches  of  his  in  the  parliament,  ftar-cham- 
ber,  council-table,  and  other  public  audiences  of  the  ftate  (of  which, 
as  of  Tully's  orations,  «  Ea  fmper  optinm  qu^e  jmxima;'  the  longeft 
ftill  was  held  the  beft)  do  prove  him  to  be  the  moft  powerful  fpeaker 
that  ever  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  this  kingdom ;  in  his  ftvle  you  may 
obferve  the  Ecclefiaftes,  in  his  figures  the  Canticles,  in  his  fentences 
the  Proverbs,  and  in  his  whole  difcourfe  reliqmm  verhorum  Solomonis, 
all  the  reft  that  was  admirable  in   the  eloquence  of  Solomon  j  ho^v 
powerfully  did  he  charge  the  prince  with  the  care  of  religion  and  juf- 
tice,  the  two  pillars  (as  he  termed  them)  of  his  future  "throne  ?  how 

did 


270 

Ann.  162^* 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


CHAP. 


IX. 


State  of  the  civil  and  ecclefiajlical  government  of  England  at  the 

acceffton  of  the  Stewart  family Caufes  of  the  change  of  go* 

vcrnmejit  that  took  place  during  the  adminiji ration  of  the  Stewart 

family State  of  the  finances. State  of  trade  during  the 

reign  of  King  fam^s. 

TO  enable  the  reader  to  form  juft  notions  on  the  in- 
terefling  tranfadlions  that  brighten  the  following 
period  of  the  Englifh  llory,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  Hate  of  the  kingdom  in  re- 
gard to  government  at  the  acceflion  of  the  Scottifli  line. 
It  mud  be  owned,  that  it  was  in  many  refpedls  very  ar- 
bitrary, and  that  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedl  were  neither 
accurately  defined,  nor  apparently  defended.  The  ec- 
cleliaftical  faction  that  broke  out  in  this  kingdom  dur- 
ing the  admin iflration  of  the  Tudors  had  enabled  that 
family  to  make  pernicious  encroachments  on  the  legal 
rights  of  tlie  fubjedis,  ftipulatcd  by  Magna  Charta  •, 
time  had  given  llrength  to  thefe  uiUrpations,  and  oppo- 

did  he  recommend  unto  his  love  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the 
commonalty  in  general  ?  how  did  he  thruft,  as  it  were,  into  his  in- 
ward bofoni,  his  bifhops,  his  judges,  his  near  fervants,  and  *  difciple 
of  his  whom  he  fo  loved  in  particular  ?  and  concluded  with  that  hea- 
venly advice  to  his  fon  concerning  that  great  a6t  of  his  future  mar- 
riage, to  marry  like  himfelf,  and  marry  where  he  would  •,  but  if  he  did 
marry  the  daughter  of  that  king,  he  fhould  marry  her  perfon,  but 
not  her  religion.*' 


Duke  of  Buckingham. 
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.  fition  in  the  people  to  the  will  of  the  fovereign  was  un-  Ann.  1625. 
authorized  by  examples  of  modern  date.  The  univer- 
fal  fmiplicity  of  manners  that  fubfiftcd  during  the  early 
periods  of  the  Englifli  hiftory,  and  continued  till  the 
latter  end  of  the  fixtccnth  century,  rendered  the  wiles 
of  power  Icfs  intricate  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  occa- 
fioned  in  the  people  an  aptnefs  to  put  a  dangerous  con- 
fidence in  their  princes  :  Thus,  when  the  violence  of 
Henry  VIII.  had  wrefled  the  ecclcfiaflical  jurifdidlion 
over  this  country  from  the  Roman  pontiff,  the  people 
readily  fubmitted  to  the  crown  of  England's  being  veiled 
with  that  large  addition  of  prerogative-,  and  regal  autho- 
rity attained  without  difficulty  the  fupreme  powder  in  all 
affairs  relative  to  the  government  of  the  church,  and 
tlie  confcience  of  the  fubjedl. 


Though  the  Englifli  people  had  long  groaned  under 
the  opprefTive  tyranny  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  yet  this  in 
latter  years  had  become  more  moderate  in  its  eilecls  : 
Many  llatutes  had  been  made  to  defend  the  people 
againfl  the  inordinate  claims  of  this  fpiritual  prince  ; 
and  by  thefe  flatutcs  individuals  were  in  a  great  mea- 
fiire  protected  both  in  their  pcrfons  and  property :  But 
when  the  fame  prctenfions  were  united  to  the  coercive 
power  of  civil  magiflracy,  it  appeared  with  all  its  for- 
mer terrors,  and  became  in  reality  the  comprehenfive 
engine  of  regal  defpotifm.  This  difadvantageous  change 
could  not  but  be  feverely  felt  in  the  moll  early  periods 
of  its  edablifhmcnr,  though  the  refentmcnt  had  been  fup- 
prefTcd  by  the  zeal  which  at  that  time  prevailed  for  re- 
forming the  dodrine  of  the  church,  and  for  emancipat- 
ing the  nation  from  foreign  jurifdidlion.  This  zeal 
*  was 
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Aah.  1625.  was  not  fubfided  when  the  reformers  met  with  a  feverc 
check  by  the  fucccflion  of  Mary,  that  bigoted  papift, 
who  rcftored  to  the  pope  his  authority,  and  reinftated 
the  cathoUcs  in  the  adminiftration.  The  fcverities  the 
proteftants  fufFcred  under  this  government  erafed  from 
their  minds  every  impreffion  of  evil  lefs  dreadful  than  that 
of  a  genei-al  and  mercilefs  perfecution.  Thus,  when  Eliza- 
beth, who  profelTed  their  principles  and  faith,  poirefled  the 
regal  dignity,  they  unanimouOy  agreed  to  arm  her  with 
full  powers  to  fupprefs  oppofition,  and  the  high-com- 
miilion  court  was  re-eredled  in  the  very  beginning  of 
her  reign.  This  was  the  fupreme  ecclefiallical  tribunal, 
Hume.  ^^^  ^^^  immediately  under  the  diredion  of  the  crown. 

A  conformity  of  religion  was  exacted  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  every  rcfufal  of  the  ceremonies  then  ef-^ 
tablifhed  was  liable   to  be  chaflized   by  this   court   with 
deprivation,  fines,  confifcation,  and  imprifonment.    Any 
word  or  writing  that  tended  towards  fchifm  or  fedition 
was  punilhable  by  the  high-commiffioners,  or  any  three 
of  them;    they  were  the  judges  what  expreflions  had 
that  tendency.     Thefe  inquifitors  were  not   limited   to 
proceed  by  legal  information ;  rumour,  fufpicion,  were 
fufficient  grounds.     To  the  party  cited  before  them  they 
adminiflred  an  oath,  by  which  they  were  bound  to  an- 
fwer  any  queflion  that  Ihould  be  propounded   to  them ; 
this  oath  could  not  be  evaded  by  any  pretext,  and  a  re- 
fufal  incurred  the  punifliment  of  imprifonment.      The 
power  of  tlie  liar-chamber,  in  civil  matters,  was  as  ar- 
bitrary as  that  of  the  high- com miffion  court  in  ecclefiw 
aftical:  Its  authority  was  carried  to  this  height  by  Henry 
VII.  the  firll  of  the  Tudor  line.     Nor  was  arbitrary  ju- 
dicature the  only  enfign  of  defpotifm  that  was  attached 

to 


JAMES       L  275 

to  the  monarchy  of  England :  The  difpenfing  power,  the  Ann.  i6tj. 
power  of  imprifonment,  of  exadling  forced  loans  and 
benevolence,  of  preffing  and  quartering  foldiers,  of  eredl- 
ing  monopolies,  had  been  all  exercifed  in  their  turns  by 
the  feveral  fovereigns  that  preceded  the  acccflion  of  the 
Stewart   family  *       No  wonder,    therefore,    that  James 
united  his  darling  idea  of  government  to  circumftances 
that  appeared  fo  entirely  conformable  to  it.      This  ap- 
pearance proved  a  deceitful  one.      Parliaments,  viz.  A 
right  in  the  people  of  aflembling  by  reprefentatives,  to 
aflifl  at   the  making  of  new  laws,   the  abolilliing  old 
ones,  or  to  give  an  aflent  or  negative  to  extraordinary 
levies  of  money,  a  precious  privilege,  which  the  people 
had  yet  preferved  from  the  ruins  of  the  Gothic  conftitu- 
tion,  had  in  it  many  latent  refources  to  preferve  liberty 
which  had  given  way,  though  not  entirely  yielded,  to 
the  encroachments  of  fuccefsful  tyrannv. 

When  James  took  poffeirion  of  the   reins  of  govern- 
ment,  the  opportunity  to  exert  its  rights  with  redoubled 

*  So  cxtenfive  was  the  authority  of  the  monarchy  at  the  accefTion 
of  James,  that  Elizabeth  had  appointed  commifnoners  for  the  infpec- 
tion  of  prifons,  \vi:h  full  difcretionary  powers  to  adjuil  all  differences 
between  prifoners  and  their  creditors,  to  compound  debis,  and  give  li- 
berty to  fjch  debtors  as  they  found  honeft,  and  incapable  of  making 
iull  payment.  This  commifiion  James  renewed  in  the  fifteenth  year 
©f  hir,  reign.     Hume. 

Vv^e  find  alfo  another  extraordinary  a6t  of  power  exercifed  by  this 
king  :  On  the  crcding  a  new  wall  at  his  palace  at  Theobalds,  a  com- 
miiTion  was  given  to  a  certain  number  of  domeftics  to  prefs  into  his 
fcrvice  as  many  workmen  as  fliould  be  fufficient  to  complete  the 
work  in  a  fnort  time,  and  to  ft^ize  by  force  bricks,  carts,  tools,  and 
every  neccflary  material.     Rpicrs  Fccdcra. 
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vigour  was  approaching ;  thofe  circumflances  that  prov- 
ed favourable  to  the  criminal  ambition  of  the  Tudors 
were  either  feeble,  or  no  longer  exifted ;  the  apprehen- 
floa  of  fuffering  religious  perfecution  was  converted  into 
tl>e  dread  of  finking  into  civil  ilavcry  :  The  proteftants 
beheld  with  the  utmofl  regret  thcmfclves  and  poflerity 
fubjed  to  a  power  wliich  they  had  raifed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  crufliing  their  enemies  ;  the  lights  which  men 
had  obtained  from  a  difquifition  into  theological   tenets, 
and  the  docT:rine  of  ecclefiaflical  fubjc<5lion,  had  enabled 
them  to  judge  more  rationally  of  tlie  nature  and  end  of 
civil  fubordination.   CPaflive  obedience  to  princes,  that 
notion  which,  through  the  darker  ages  of  the  world, 
had  been  efficacioufly  inculcated  into  the  minds  of  the 
iulycct,  begaii  to  be  treated  with  a  fcepticifm  that  pro- 
ducx:d  an  entire  revolution  in  the  opinions  of  the  intel- 
ligent.^ Ehzabeth  faw  and  felt   this  change;    had  hfc 
and  empire  continued,  fhe  would  undoubtedly  have  fuf- 
tained  the  mortification  of  beholding  an  entire  altera- 
tion in  the  condud  of  the  Commons,^  who  hgd  hitherto 
icrvilely  complied  with  her  imperious  will.    [The  fliort- 
Jightcd  James  was  unable  to  account  for  the  inconfifl- 
eiice  he  found  between  the  theoretical  and  practical  go- 
vernment of  England  ;  whilft  the  fervility  of  the  nobles 
conlirmcd  him  in  the  idea  that  he  was  in  adlual  pol- 
icirion  of  a  dcfpotic  power,  tlic  determined  oppdition  of 
:hc  Commons  prevented   him   from   bringing  that   idea, 
to  reality]  a  fmall  degree  of  accuracy  would  have  re- 
conciled the  fceming  contradidlion.    Even  in  that  early 
periwl  it  might  have  been  difcerned  that  noble  princi- 
j^lcs    had  taken   deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  EngUfli 
people,   that   the  progrefs  of  more  enlightened  reafon 
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would  bring  thefe  to  perfeflion,  and  the  harv^ft  of  fuch  Ann.  1625. 
fruit  mud  infallibly  produce  an  important  change  in 
tiie  manner  and  conflitution  of  the  govei:nmem. 

The  revolution  in  the  Low  Countries  did  not  a  little 
contribute  to  haften  fuch  a  difpofition :  The  hearts  of 
the  Englilh  were  fired  with  fympathetic  virtue,  at  the 
example  of  that  brave  and  refolute  people,  happily 
emerged  from  a  ftate  of  fervitude  to  a  flate  of  flourifli- 
ing  freedom.  The  revival  of  letters  co-operated  with 
thefe  caufes  to  effect  an  alteration  in  the  modes  of 
thinking  of  the  EngliQi  nation.  Thofe  models  of  hu- 
man glory,  the  hiftories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  excited 
all  to  admire,  the  virtuous  to  a  defire  of  imitation  ^  and, 
whilft  the  compofition  of  the  antients  delighted  the 
tafte,  their  fcience  and  precepts  enlarged  the  mind,  cor- 
rected the  judgment,  and  improved  the  heart  ;  whilft 
the  theory  of  ancient  politics  became  the  ftudy  of  the 
judicious  learned,  the  recent  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  ftimu- 
lated  them  with  dcfirc,  and  even  diftant  hopes  of  put- 
ting that  dieory  into  practice.  It  muft  be  acknowledged 
that  thefe  exalted  fchcmes  were  not  univcrfally  adopted; 
they  were  entirely  confined  to  the  men  of  letters,  and 
of  diefe  to  the  moft  virtuous  kind  :  But  die  fimplicity 
of  manners  that  preceded  this  age,  and  that  eager  ap- 
petite for  learning  which  accompanied  its  revival,  occa- 
fioncd  their  number  to  be  extenfive,  when  compared  to 
t4ic  productions  of  modern  times.  It  cannot  be  ima- 
gined that  that  flifF  oppolition  which  appeared  in  all 
the  parliaments  thimighout  this  reign  was  directed  by 
leaders  that  would  have  been  fatisfied  with  a  temporaiy 
i^drefs  of  grievances,  oi'  rather  that  would  not  have  made 
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uie  of  all  the  advantages  that  offered  to  have  enlarged 
to  the  utmoll  the  fyftem  of  liberty.      Tlie  completion  of 
this  was  left  to  the  more  fuccefsfiil  heroes  of  the  fol- 
lowing period,  notwithflanding  it  had  made  a  greater 
progress  in  this  reign  than  was  apparent ;  and  the  weak 
and  abfurd  adiiiiniilration  and  condudl  of  tlie  Stewart 
family  ripened  the  execution  of  fchcmes  which  miglit 
more  fuccefsfuUy  have  taken  place,  when  time,  with  li- 
terature,  had  entirely  difpellcd  that  cloud  of  grofs  fu- 
perdition  which  had  long  involved  the  European   world. 
The  continual  complaints  which   the  Commons   in   par- 
liament preferred  to  James  on  the  enormities  that   pro- 
ceeded from  the  arbitrary  fyftem  of  judicature  that  fub- 
fifted  at  his  accellion,  in  fome  meafure  checked  that   ty- 
rannical ufe  of  it  which  had  been  praftifed  by  Elizabeth. 
It  has  been  mentioned   by  an   ingenious  hiftorian,  witli- 
an  intention  to  do  credit  to  this  monarch,  that  the  pu- 
nilhments  inflidled    by   the  high-commiffioners   during 
his  reign  were  infinitely  lefs  in  number,  and  thofe  more 
mild,  than  they  had   been  under  the  adminiftration  of 
Elizabeth.      Deprivations,  fines,  confifcation,  and   impri-^ 
fonment,  were  judgments   that  then  continually  ifliied 
from  this  court :    Deprivation  was    the  higheft   punifli- 
ment  inflicted  in  the  time  of  her  fucceffor. 

A  LONG  fufpenfion  from  warlike  exercifes,  though 
baneful  to  a  luxuHous  ftate,  was,  to  the  people  of  Eng-^ 
land,  an  advantageous  circumftance.  A  foreign  war 
might  have  diverted  them  from  an  attention  to  domeftic 
evils  ;  and  their  manners  were  not  at  this  time  fo  efife- 
niinatc  as  to  endanger  an  attachment  to  an  inglorious 
inactivity ;    idlenefs,    fcrvihty,    and    tlieir    concomitant 
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vices,  were,  in  thefe  happy  days,  only  to  be  found  Ann.  1625. 
among  the  fervants  and  followers  of  the  covert.  Can- 
dour, valour,  integrity,  a  fpirit  of  independence,  and 
every  other  mafculine  virtue,  were  pofifefiied  in  a  high 
degree  hy  the  Commons  of  England,  viz.  of  the  male 
fexj  whilft  chaftity,  modefty,  and  induftiy,  were  the 
general  chara(Steriftics  of  the  females.  Peace  alfo  was 
favourable  to  commerce ;  it  is  acknowledged  by  all  hif- 
torians  that  trade  increafed  much  in  this  reign.  The 
vigorous  meafures  of  the  parliament  heightened  this 
circumftance  by  freeing  it  from  feveral  monopolies,  an 
impofition  with  which  it  had  been  much  fettered  by 
Elizabeth. 

It  was  in  James's  reign  that  Englifli  colonies  began  Hi^we. 
tb  flourifh  in  America.  A  board  of  trade  was  erected  by 
this  king  to  examine  the  efiicacy  of  expedients  that 
were  propofed  for  the  advantage  of  commerce.  Agri- 
culture, which  was  formerly  imperfed:  in  England,  a 
moft  ufeful  employment,  rendered  illuftrious  by  the  vir- 
tue of  its  followers  *,  received  great  improvement  in 
tliis  time,  and  the  nation  began  to  be  more  independant 
on  foreign  produce  for  their  daily  fuftenance. 

James's  yearly  revenue  was  450,000  1. ;  the  fubfi- Abfiraa,  cr 
dies  that  were  granted  him  by  the  Commons  and  the  ml^^ofthe 
clergy,  money  paid  him  by  the  States  and  the  king  of  l%ay'sll 
Erance  f,  with  the  fums  he  raifed  by  extraordinary  and  '''""^'  ^^^* 

*  The  pradicc  of  hu(bandry,  even  to  manual  labour,  was  exercifed 
by  every  rank  of  the  Roman  people,  in  the  virtuous  times  of  that  il- 
luftrious republic. 

t  The  fum  of  60,000 1.  due  from  Henry  IV..  to  Elizabeth. 
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Ann,  1625.  illegal  methods,  amounted  in  tlie  whole  to  2 ,  i  9  3 , 3  7  4 1. ; 
tio*J1!f"dc.  ^^^^^^^»  divided  into  twenty-two  equal  portions,  and 
faicatioBs  up-  added  to  his  ordinary  revenue,  make  an  annual  income 

Ott  the  fame.        £  «  ,     . 

ioad.  169*.  ot  nearly  550,0001.*,  a  triflmg  Aim  when  compared 
to  the  modern  expences  of  government  f :  But  the  inha- 
liitants  of  this  illand  were  then  free  from  the  incum- 
brance, danger,  and  charge  of  a  (landing  army.  The 
<inly  burtlien  which  the  fubjeds  bore  was  the  fupplying 
the  luxury,  parade,  and  prodigality  of  the  court ;  and 
this  was  obtained  from  them  by  methods  fraudulent 
and  violent,  difallowcd  by  the  legal  forms  of  the  confti- 
tution.  They  were  defended  from  the  evil  of  being 
opprelFively  taxed,  under  the  pretence  of  public  utility, 
by  the  indefatigable  diligence  and  fturdy  oppofition  of 
their  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  the  guardians  of  the 
common  weal. 

*  To  this  account  of  the  revenue  muft  be  added  tonnage  and 
poundage :  The  fum  that  this  tax  brought  in  has  never  yet  been  cal- 
culated i  the  cncreafe  of  trade,  and  the  exorbitant  impofitions  that 
were  laid  on  merchandize  in  this  reign,  made  it  very  confiderable. 

f  The  difference  of  the  valuation  of  money  may  be  thoiK^ht  an  ob- 
jfction  to  the  comparifon  -,  but,  according  to  Mr.  Hume's  account  of 
the  prices  that  leveral  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  bore  in  thele  days,  the 
difference  is  not  fo  very  great  as  has  been  generally  imagined. 
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,A  parliament  at  IVeJi- 

>Navjl 


Accejfion  of  Charles 

minjier Second  fej/tons  of  parliament  at  Oxford, 

expedition  aganift  Spain third  feJ/tons  of  parliament, 

Lnpeachnmt  of  Buckingham Dijolution  of  the  parliament.. 

T^O  fooner  had  deathclofed  the  fcene  of  empire  to  Ann.  162s. 
^^    James,    than  his  fon  Charles,    invefted   with   the 
reins  of  government,  began  his  career  with  an  impetu- 
ofity  that  left  imregarded  the  forms  of  filial  piety,  or 
tJiat  decent  fhew  of  forrow  commonly  pradtifed  on  tlie 
joyful  occafion  of  fucceflion.     The  three  points  of,  fet-  Hackei'sLTfc 
tling  the  hou(hold,   calling  a  parliament,  fending  dif-  tJ'fTJi. 
patches,  to  haften   the  marriage,   were   determined   the  ^  ^^^' 
very  day  after  the  late  kingls  dcceafe.     hi  a  confultation 
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on  tliefe  fubjec^s,  Williams,  the  lord-keeper,  began  to 
feel  the  florm  that  had  long  lowered  on  his  patron's 
brow :  His  officious  advice  was  difregarded,  and  a  fmall 
requefl  he  made  of  a  promotion  for  two  of  his  domeftics 
unanfwered. 

Charles  was  fo  forward  to  meet  a  parliament,  that 
he  propofed  to  wave  the  form  of  calling  a  new  one, 
and  to  continue  the  laft.  Williams  fhewed  that  this 
was  contrary  to  order,  and  that  the  parliament  was  dif- 
folved  with  the  death  of  the  king.  On  being  directed 
to  difpatch  writs  from  the  Chancer}^  and  not  to  lofe  a 
day,  he  fet  forth  the  conveniency  of  giving  time  for  the 
king's  fervants  and  creatures  to  procure  a  promife  for 
their  eledions  before  the  precife  time  of  a  following- 
parliament  was  publifhcd.  This  interfering  was  treated 
with  difapprobation ;  and  WiUiams,  on  his  return  home, 
had  the  mortification  of  hearing  that  Buckingham  had 
threatened  to  turn  him  out  of  his  office.  This  would 
immediately  have  enfued,  if  the  favourite's  prefcnt  hurry 
of  allairs  had  permitted  him  to  attend  to  fuch  a  trifling 
circumflancc.  His  power  and  influence  were,  if  pofli- 
ble,  more  extcnfive  than  they  had  been  during  the  late 
xcign:  The  charge  of  the  war  with  Spain,  the  king's 
iiiarriagc,  and  the  fole  direction  of  the  adminiftration, 
was  centered  in  himfclf ;  and  his  le%dty  and  vanity  ex- 
cited him  to  bring  the  queen  from  France,  wlio  was 
efpoufed  *  there  in  the  king's  name  by  the  duke  dc 
Chevreufe  f.     On  this  occafion  Charles  gave  a  fpecimcn 

♦  This  efpoufal  was  made  7?fore  James's  obfcquies  were  performed, 
t  The  tliskc  de  Chevrcufi  Vcs  of  the  Iioufe  of  GuiiV,  and  of  kin 
to  C hades, 
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of  his  intended  government  by  iffiiing  out  a  pardon  to  Ann.  162^. 
twenty  Romifli  priefts,  who  had  been  convided  on  adts 
of  parliament.  This  was  followed  by  an  order  to  the 
lord-keeper,  in  confequence  of  advice  from  Buckingham, 
to  give  warrants  to  judges,  juftices,  and  officers  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal,  to  forbear  all  manner  of  proceedings 
againll  recufants.  His  next  zO:  of  regal  authority  was 
to  raife  twelve  thoufand  men  *  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Palatinate,  at  the  expence  of  coat  and  condudt-money  to 
the  country,  which  was  to  be  repaid  by  the  Exchequer 
in  four  years.  The  legality  of  this  meafure,  and  a  pro- 
clamation to  put  the  martial  law  in  execution  during 
the  repair  of  thefe  troops  to  Plymouth,  was  not  eafily 
acceded  to  by  the  judges,  among  whom  it  had  occa- 
fioned  long  debates. 

The  parliament,  which  had  been  fummoned  for  the 
fcventh  of  May,  was  prorogued  till  the  eighteenth  of 
June,  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  queen  from 
France,  whofe  nuptials  had  been  there  celebrated  witli 
the  highell  degree  of  royal  parade.  She  was  received 
by  Charles  with  equal  pomp,  tliough  part  of  the  cere- 
monies was  by  neceflity  curtailed,  on  account  of  a 
plague  which  raged  with  great  violence  in  the  city  of 
I-ondon,  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Charles  reprefented  to  the  parliament  the  neceffity  P-riiament. 
he  thought  they  lay  under  to  grant  a  large  fupply  for  fof  k^?;,, 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Germany  f.     This  was  farther  "^  ^^" 

*  Two  thoufand  of  thefe  were  fent  into  Holland,  to  be  replaced  by 
the  fame  number  of  old  foldiers  from  thence. 

t  In  the  fpeech  that  Charles  made  on  this  occafion  he  tells  the 
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urged  by  the  lord-keeper  Williams,  who,  taking  up  the 
fpcech   where  the  king  had   ended,    fliewetl    that   the 
king's  main  reafon  for  calling  the  parliament  was   to 
mind  them  of  the  great  engagements  for  the  recovery 
of  the  Palatinate  impofcd  on   his  majefly  by  the   late 
king  his  father,  and  by  themfelves,  who  broke  off  the 
treaties  with  Spain  ;    to  let  them  underlland   that  the 
fucceeding  treaties  and  alliances,   the  armies   fent  into 
the  Low  Countries,  the  repairing  the  forts,  and  the  for- 
tifying of  Ireland,  did  all  meet  in  one  centre,  the  Pala«- 
tinate  ;   and  that  the  fubfidies  granted  iii  the  laft  parlia- 
ment for  thefe  pm-pofes  were   already  fpent,    with   as 
much  more  of  the  king's  own  revenue.     Though  the 
Commons  harped  upon   grievances   net   redreflbd,    and 
demanded  an  account  of  the  laft  money  granted  for  the 
lecovery  of  the  Palatinate,  yet  the  danger  of  keeping 
long  together,  by  reafon  of  the  raging  plague  *,  and  an 
unwillingnefs   to  give  a  total  denial  to  the  requeft  of 
their  young  king,  determined  them  to  grant?  two  fubfir 
dies.    Tliey  then  petitioned  a  recefs  from  parliament,  on 
account  of  the  ficklinefs  of  the  feafon.    On  this  confidera- 
tion  they  were  adjournedv  to  meet  on  the  firft  of  Auguft: 
at  Oxford  f.. 

Commons,  "  That  he  was  bsought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel ;  an  J 
therefore  there  was  no  doubt  but  he  would  be  a  keeper  and  maintainer 
of  the  true  religion.** 

•  This  plague  carried  off  more  inhabitants  than  that  which  hap- 
pened  in  the  year  1603,  at  the  acccfllon  of  James.. 

t  According  to  the  cuftom  of  fcveral  late  parliaments,  the  firft 
biifmefs  which  had  been  done  in  the  houfe  was  to  appoint  a  folemn 
taft  amon^  themfelves. 
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'    It  is  evident  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  fupply  at  a  Ann.  1625^ 
period  fo  peculiarly  interefting,  that  they  had  already 
entertained  a  ftrong  jealoufy  of  the  prefent  government, 
or  rather  that  they  perceived  the  fame  errors,  vices,  and 
follies,  rooted  in  Charles,  that  had  given  rife  to  the  nu- 
merous grievances  of  the  laft  reign  ;  and  with  this  dif- 
advantageous  difference,  that  the  vigour  of  youth  might 
render  the  bad  qualities  of  the  fon   more  pernicioufly 
adive  than  were  the  like  vices  in  the  heavy  and  paflive 
difpofition  of  the  father.     No  change  had  appeared  in 
the  adminiftration  fmce   the  death  of  James  :    Charles 
had  the  fame  favourite,  the  fame  council,  the  fame  mi- 
nifters,  and  all  the  offices  of  the  kingdom  continued  in 
the    hands    of    Buckingham's   creatures,    whofe   favour 
with  the  late  monarch  had  been  littk  in  comparifon  to 
what  he  enjoyed  with  the  pi'cfent.     Charles,  at  his  ac- 
ccfllon to  the  crown,  found  his  coflcrs  empty,  a  large 
debt  upon  his  revenue,  with  the  additional   burthen   of 
an  expcnfive  war.      Notwithftanding  thcfc  difadvantage- 
ous  circumftances,  he  entertained  the  proje<5l  of  entirely 
fubduing  that  fpirit  of  liberty  which  had  already  formed 
a  ftrong  party  in   the  nation,  and  of  fettling  on   firm 
foundations  a  more  unlimited  authority  than  had   been 
pracflifed  by  any  of  his  prcdeceflxM's.      Money  was  need- 
fary  for  fuch  an  undertaking:  Thi^  he  fondly  imagined 
could  be  eafily    obtained   from    the  Commons,  by    the 
pretence   of  fo  popular  a  caufe   as  the  Palatinate-war. 
But  he  had  to  deal  with  an  aflcmbly  compofed  of  indi- 
viduals,   aptly  culled  for  the  important  charge  of  de-^ 
fending   tlic  facred  rights  of  humanity.      It  was  with 
aftoniHiment  and  indignation  that  they  heard  their  king 
call  upon  them  for  the  performance  of  engagements, 
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the  conditions  of  which  liad  been  notorioufly  violated 
by  himfelf  and  father.     It  was  well  underftood,  that  the 
Commons  of  England  had  no  national  antipathy  to  Spain  j 
tyranny,  and  its  fupporter  popery,  were  the  objedts  they  en- 
gaged themfelves  to  oppofej  for  this,  and  this  only  reafon, 
they  had  joined  with  the  favourite  in  breaking  the  con- 
nexions  with  that  court.      They  now  found   that   the 
zeal  of  Charles  and  Buckingham  fprung  from  a  parti- 
cular pique  towards  Spain  ;  that  they  had  contracfled  an 
alliance  with  a  court  equally  noxious,  and  from  which 
more  was  to  be  apprehended  by  reafon   of  its  vicinity  ; 
that  the  public  appearance  of  priefts  in  their  veflments, 
and  the  difpenfation  of  penal  laws  againft  recufants,  re- 
alized   the    evils   only   apprehended   from   the   Spanifh 
match*      Nor  ^vas   it  without  a  difdainful   refentment 
that  this   very  refpedtable  part  of  the  legiflature  found 
their  underflandings    infulted   by  a  raw  unexperienced 
king,  and  a  contemptible  minifter.     The  mean  collufion 
pradlifed  by  the  crown  laft  parliament,  to  obtain  an  ex- 
traordinary- fupply,  and  the  bad  management  of  its  firft 
military  attempt,  convinced   the  Commons  that  the  mi- 
niftry  were  not  to  be  trufted  with  fo   important  a  bufi- 
ncfs  as  war ;   and   the  fpeech  of  the  lord-keeper,  which 
reprefented    that   not   only    the    fubfidies   were   already 
fpent,  but  the  revenue  in  debt,  did   not  a  little  contri- 
bute to  confirm  them  in  this  opinion. 

At  the  very  time  when  Charles  was  pleading  necef^ 

•  A  chapel  at  Somerfct-houfe  had  been  bulk  for  the  queen  and 
her  family,  with  conveniences  thereunto  adjoining  for  capuchin- 
fnars,  who  were  therein  placed,  and  had  permiffion  to  walk  abroad 
in  their  religious  habits.     Rujkwcrtby  vol.  I.  p.  1 71. 
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fity  to  the  Commons  in  parliament,  he  was  launching  Ann.  1625, 
out  into  profufe  and  vain  expences:  His  ambafTadors, 
Carlifle  and  Holland,  were  maintained  at  a  great  charge, 
to  vie  with  the  gaudy  magnificence  of  the  French ;  and 
the  parade  with  which  the  queen  was  conduced  home 
by  Buckingham,  fuited  rather  the  circumftances  of  an 
Eaftern  monarch,  than  the  more  decent  dignity  of  a  li^- 
mited  prince. 

The  moderation  the  Commons  fhcwed  this  fefTions 
of  parliament,  in  circumftances  thus  provoking  and  in- 
terefting,   is  one  of   the   remarkable    inftances    of   that 
policy,  temper,  and  fagacity,  with  which  the  councils  of 
this  aflcmbly  were  diredted.     But  before  their  re-meet- 
ing at  Oxford  an  incident  had  happened  whiclTwould 
have   rendered    this    moderation   a    pufillanimous    and 
bafe  defertion  of  the  particular  intereft  of  their  country, 
and  the  more  general  caufe  of  liberty  and  religion.  The 
French  miniftry  had  cajoled  James  into   a  promife  to 
furnifh  Lewis  with  one  fhip  of  war  and  feven  armed 
merchant-fhips,    to  be   employed   againft   the  Genocfe. 
Buckingham,  who  was  at  this  time  warmly  attached  to 
the  court  of  France,  prevailed  on  Charles  to  lend  thcfc 
fhips  to  be  ufed  at  the  fiege  of  Rochelle,  where  they 
were  to  be  filled  with  French  foldiers  and  mariners,  to  ^Jj.'^^p"!';  ^. 
be  commanded    by    the    duke   de  Montmorency.      No  ^  ^':*i- 
fooner  was  this  intention  known  than  the  whole  crew  ed.i682,p.°.' 
mutinied.     Vice-admiral  Pennington,  who  had  received 
particular  orders  from  the  favourite,  would  not  appre- 
hend them  in  this  fenfe  ;  notwithftanding  repeated  me- 
naces and  promifes  from  the  French,  he  refufed  to  deli- 
ver  up  tlie  fliips,  and  failed  back  again  to  the  Downs. 
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Tlic  Rochellers  were  alarmed,  and  fent  over  agents  to 
iblicit  their  detention;    but  Charles,  taking  the  whole 
afFair  upon  himfelf,  fent  exprefs  orders  to  Pennington  to 
deliver  up  his  own  £hip,   and  all   the  merchant-fhips, 
with  their  furniture,  to  the  French  king's  miniflers.    Au- 
thority alone  was    not   fufficient   to   engage   the  com- 
manders   in    an    a^ion    fo    repugnant    to    confcience 
and  honour  ;  Buckingham  Iiad  recourfe  to  art  and  de- 
ccit :  A  rumour  was  fpread  that  peace  had  been  con- 
i:ludcd  between  the  French  king  and  his  proteflant  fub- 
jects.     On  the  difcovcry  of  the  fraud,  the  captains  of 
the  merchant-fliips   maintained   that   the  king  had  no 
right  to  difpofc  of  their  property,  and  prepared  to  fail 
away  ;  but  Pennington,  who  could  no  longer  plead  a 
mifunderilanding    of    his  orders,   fired  to  bring  them 
to  *.     The  brave  Sir  Fcrdinando  Gorges  broke  throu-h 
and  returned  to  England.      The  remaining  fhips  were 
delivered  to  the  French ;  all  the  officers  and  failors,  not- 
withllanding  great  offers  made  them,  immediately  de- 
fcrtcd  ;    not  an   individual  amongll  a  crew  of  that  li- 
ccntious  dafs  of  men,  one  gunner  excepted,  was  found 
dilTolute   enough    to   fcrve  againfl  their  diftreil'ed    bre- 
thren   the   French    hugonots.      The  mifcrcant  was  af- 
terwards killed  in  charging  a  cannon  Ix^fore  Rochclle  : 
This  juft   and  opportune    incident,  though   a   frivolous 
one,  gave  I'atisfadion  to  the  whole  nation.      This  Mack 
tranfaction  entirely  diffipatcd  that  fond  popularity  which 
^yery  monarch  obtains  from  the  vulgar  in  the  te-in- 
ning  of  his  gG\crnmcnt.  "^  ' 

•In  a  letter  from  kcre^ar/  Conway  he  ^va5;  commandej  to  ufc  ail 
Jorcijie  means  to  compel  ihem,  even  to  fin!- " 
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On  the  firfl  of  Auguft,  according  to  the  appointed 
time  of  their  adjournment,  the  parliament  met  at  Ox- 
ford.    The  Commons  renewed  their  complaints  againfl 
the  illegal  fcreening   of  recufants.     Sir   Edward   Giles 
produced   a  lift  of  fix  priefts,  for  whom,  he  faid,    he 
had  feen  a  pardon,  bearing  date  July  the  twelfth,  the 
very  day  after  his   majefty  had,  as  well  by  his  own 
moutli   as    by  the   lord-keeper's,    vouchfafed   to  return 
them  fuch  an  anfwer  to  a  petition  for  the  fuppreffing  of 
popery,    as   gave  them   affiirance   for  his    performance 
thereof.     This  complaint,  in  a  conference  *  between  the 
two  houfes,  was  anfwered  by  Williams  ;  who  affii-mcd, 
that  he  had  received  the  pardon  long  before  its  date, 
but  that  he  had  deferred  fcaiing  it,  in  hopes   that  on 
the  departure  of  the  ambaffadors,  it  might  have  been 
flopped ;  but  that  he  having  received  a  fecond  command, 
fealed  it  at  the  next   general  feal.     WilHams  likewife 
added,  "  That  he  wifhed  a  petition  might  be  prefentcd 
to  the  king  to  ftay  the  like  pardons  hereafter."    Charles, 
feeing  that  the  Commons  were  engaged   on  the  inex- 
hauftible  topic  of  grievances,  without  fhewing  any  in- 
clination to  enter  into  the  only  bufmefs  for  which  they 
had  been  fummoned,  fent  for  them  to  the  great  hall  at 
Chrift-church,  where  he  again  infifted  on  their  engage^ 
ments  to  give  their  utmoft  affiftance  towards  the  c^iry- 
ing  on  the  war  with  vigour.     Lord  Conway  and  Sir 
John  Cook,  the  two  fecretaries,  enlarged  upon^  this  fub- 

*  On  this  conference  the  Commons  ordered,  "  That^  as  the  fpeaker 
and  the  whole  houfe  went  up,  if  the  Lords  kept  bare,    to  do  the 
fame ;  if  they  covered,  then  the  fpeaker  and  the  reft  to  do  the  fame." 
Fiirliam.  Hifi,  vol.  VI.  p.  373, 
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Aaa.  idzs-  jcct ;  withal  acquainting  the  houfes  of  the  pafl  and 
prefent  (late  of  continental  affairs,  with  the  money  the 
crown  had  already  expended  on  the  war ;  that  die 
charges  of  an  army  had  appeared  in  parliament  to  be 
700,000  1.  a-year;  befides  Ireland  was  to  be  fortified; 
the  forts  here  repaired,  and  the  navy  reinflated.  Then 
the  lord-treafurer  *  added,  that  the  late  king,  when  he 
died,  was  indebted  to  the  city  of  London  i  20,000  1.  be- 
fides intereft;  for  Denmark  and  the  Palatinate  i  5*0,000  1. 
for  his  wardrobe  40,0001.  j  that  thefe  debts  lay  upon 
his  prefent  majeily,  who  is  indebted  unto  London 
7  0,000  1.  that  he  hath  laid  out  for  his  navy,  and  for 
count  Mansfeldt  40,0001.  for  mourning  and  funeral 
expences  42,000!.  for  expcnces  concerning  the  queen 
40,000  1.  and  die  navy  would  require  to  fet  it  forth  in 
Commons  ^^^^'  equipage  that  was  requifite  for  the  great  dcfign  his 
voj.Lp.8io.  rnajefly  had  in  hand  300,000  L  When  die  houfe  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  confideration  the  king  s  fpeech,  and 
the  fubfcquent  accounts,  the  officers  and  creatures  of  the 
crown  alone  moved  for  a  fupply ;  the  reft  of  the  allcm- 
bly  fell  into  high  debates.  Sir  S.  Weflon  moved  to  en- 
tjuire  into  the  caufe  of  the  fupply  defired,  and  the  ene- 
my againft  whom  the  preparations  were  deftined  ;  that 
tlic  eftates  of  die  papifts  who  contributed  to  the  enemy 
might  be  fpecially  refpe(5led  to  fupply  the  king.  Sir 
Francis  Seymour  moved  for  a  fclcdt  committee  to  draw 
a  petition  to  the  king,  comprehending  the  heads  of 
thofc  things  which  the  lioufc  fliould  think  proper  to  in- 
form him  in.     Sir  Edward  Coke  urged,  that  the  necefli- 

*  This  was  lord  Ley,  fonie  time  before  lord  chief  juflice  of  the 
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ties  of  the  crown  came  by  improvidence ;  that  there  Ann.  1625. 
was  a  leak  in  the  government,  of  which  leak  fuch  as 
thefe  were  the  caufes  :  Frauds  in  the  cufloms,  treaty 
about  the  SpaniOi  match,  new-invented  offices  with  large 
fees,  old  unprofitable  offices  which  the  king  might  jullly 
take  away  with  the  love  of  his  people  and  his  own  ho- 
nour, the  prefidentiliip  of  York  and  Wales,  multiplicity 
of  offices  in  one  man,  new  tables  kept  in  the  king*s 
houffiold,  made  the  leakage  the  greater,  voluntai7  an- 
nuities and  penfions,  which  ought  to  be  flopt  till  the 
king  was  out  of  debt,  and  able  to  pay ;  lailly,  that  all 
unnecefTary  charges,  coftly  diet,  apparel,  building,  &c. 
increafcd  the  leakage;  that  underftanding  officers  fliould 
be  employed  in  the  king's  houfe  to  reduce  it  to  its  an- 
cient form ;  that  the  great  offices  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  fliould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  able  men, 
that  have  experience,  fuch  as  admiralty-places,  and 
others. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Rich  faid,  "  That  they  ought  not  to  Pariiam.Hift. 
refufe  to  give ;  but  before  they  gave  to  reprelent  their  365,  &  fcq. 
wants  to  the  king  :  Firll,  for  religion,  to  have  his  ma- 
jefty's  anfwer  in  fvill  parliament,  and  then  enrolled  : 
next,  to  know  the  enemy  againft  whom  war  was  to  be 
made  J  the  neceffity  of  an  advifed  council  for  governing 
of  the  great  affairs  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  neceffity  of 
looking  into  the  king's  revenue  ;  to  have  his  majefty's 
anfwer  concerning  impofitions  on  wines  :  And  though 
the  time  was  not  now  fit  for  the  decifion  of  all  thefe 
points,  yet  a  feled  committee  to  be  appointed  to  fet 
down  the  heads  of  them,  and  then  to  have  the  king's 
anfwer   to  them  in   parliament.     The   doing  of  this, 

p  p  added 


I 


« 


1 


I!'!'  J 


Ann  1625. 


"^ufh  worth, 
vol.  I.  p.  180. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

added  he,  is  no  capitulation  with  his  majefty,  but  an  or- 
dinary parliamcntaiy  courfe,  as  in  22  Ed.  III.  and  with- 
out it  the  commonwealth  can  neither  fupply  the  kinr 
nor  fubfifl."  ^' 

In  this  debate  Sir  Robert  Cotton  made  a  long  fpeechi. 
ill  which  he  quoted  the  examples  of  pad  times  to  Ihew^ 
that  want  of  ceconomy  in  the  crown  had  ever  met  with 
a  fevere  cenfure  from  the  parliament,  and  that  thofe 
minifters  who  had  helped  to  wafte  the  public  treafure 
had  never  efcaped  with  impunity  :  "  I  am  glad,  con- 
cluded he,  that  we  have  neither  jufl  caufc,  nor  unduti- 
ful  difpofitions,  to  appoint  the  king  a  council  to  rcdrefs 
thofe  errors  in  parliament,  as  in  the  42  Ed.  III.  &c.  &c. 
We  only  in  loyal  duty  offer  up  our  humble  defires, 
that  fmce  his  majefty  hath,  with  advifcd  judgment,' 
cleaed  wife,  rehgioiK,  and  worthy  fervants,  to  attend 
him  in  his  high  employment,  lie  will  be  pleafed  to  ad^. 
vife  with  them  together  a  way  of  remedy  for  thofe  dif- 
afters  in  ftate  brought  on  by  long  fccurity  and  happy 
peace,  and  not  to  be  led  by  young  and  fijigle  counfcL" 

Sir  George  More  prefled  for  a  committee  ;  alleged 
that  they  were  all  bound  in  duty  not  to  graft  fubfidy 
upon  fubfidy  in  one  parliament.  Sir  George  Goring 
moved  that  the  duke  of  Buckingham  might  be  of  the 
committee  to  give  fatisfac^ion  on  any  afpcrfions  that 
might  be  caft  upon  him.  Others  argued  againft  grant- 
ing  any  fupply  before  grievances  were  redrefled  ;  that 
the  ordinary  revenue  ought  to  defray  the  ordinary  ex- 
pence  of  the  crown  ;  that  the  king  ought  to  contri- 
bute  to  help  the  Palatinate's  caufe  with  liis  own  eftate-; 
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that  the  time  of  year  was  too  far  fpent  for  the  fleet  to  Ann.  1625. 
go  out  to  fervice  ;  that  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  whe- 
ther the  duke  broke  not  the  match  with  Spain  out  of 
fpleen  and  malice  to  the  conde  Olivares,  whether  he 
made  not  the  match  with  France  upon  harder  terms, 
and  whether  the  (hips  employed  againft  Rochelle  were 
not  maintained  with  the  fubfidies  given  for  the  Palati- 
nate *  ?  that  an  enquiry  be  made  to  know  by  what 
counfels  the  prefent  defigns  are  begun,  where  the  fleet 
is  to  go  ?  and  Sir  Robert  Manfel  f  to  give  his  opinion  of 
the  intended  expedition.  Many  refledions  paft  upon  the 
mifcarriages  of  the  duke  in  his  feveral  offices  f .  The 
refolutions  of  the  houfe  were,  that  religion  fliould  have 
the  firft  place  in  their  debates,  next  the  kingdom's  fafety, 
and  then  fupplies.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  a 
long  petition  was  fent  up,  fetting  forth  the  dangerous 
ftate  of  religion,  and  the  remedies  for  the  increafing 
evil.  Charles  gave  a  gracious  anfwer  to  every  claufe  of 
the  petition,  with  large  promifes  that  all  the  grievances 
complained  of  ihould  be  redrefled ;  and  Buckingham, 
who  imagined  that  the  heat  of  oppofition  would  be  al- 
layed by  this  condefcenfion,  made  a  long  and  florid 
fpeech,  in  which  he  reprefented  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
war,   and  anfwered  the   feveral  objedlions   which   had 

*  Some  of  thefe  fevere  hints  are  only  to  be  found  in  Rufhworth  ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  having  been  flung  out  in  parliament, 
as  they  are  all  noticed  in  the  duke  of  Buckingham's  long  fpeech. 

•f  Sir  Robert  Manfel  was  a  fea-commander  of  reputation,  and  had 
been  employed  with  fuccefs  in  the  naval  expeditions  in  James's  time. 

J  It  was  complained  that  pirates  infefted  the  fcas,  and  that  the  pro- 
tcdion  of  commerce  was  neglected. 
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Ann.  162;.    been  flung  out  by  the  Commons.     The  lord-treafurer  * 

Pafliam.Hif^.     ,  11 

vol.  VI.  p.     then  produced  a  paper  m  which  he  had  fet  down  the 
,.+.  &  eq.   conditions    of  the    king's   eftate  ;    i.  his  debts,   2.  the 

edatc  the  king  now  flands  in,   a-  l^ow  it  will  be  for 

the  future. 

«  His  debts  to  the  city  of  London,  and  fome  gentle- 
men, borrowed  upon  privy  feals  and  lords  bonds,  were 
I  20,000  1.  to  the  wardrobe  40,000!.  to  the  king  of 
Denmark  75,0001.  and  the  intereft  ;  arrears  for  pen- 
iions  a  large  fum  j  to  liis  houihold  a  large  fum. 

"The  anticipations  made  by  the  late  king  before  they 
were  due  came  to  50,000  L 

•*  His  engagements  were  for  the  pay  of  fix  thbufand 
foot  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  of  ten  thouflind  foot  under 
count  Mansfeldt ;  and  for  the  rigging,  victualling,  and 
providing  the  navy,  not  the  like  in  the  memory  of  this 
lime. 

"  Concerning  the  eftate  of  the  king,  as  it  now 
(lands,  his  father's  debts,  anticipations,  and  engage- 
ments  laid   ill    upon  him  ;  his  own  debts,  as  prince^ 

•  To  the  objeftion  that  the  eight  (hips  lent  to  the  French  king 
were  paid  with  the  fubfidy- money,  and  employed  againft  the  Ro~ 
chellers,  he  anfwercd,  "  That  thofe  eight  fhips  were  maintained  at 
the  charge  of  the  French  king  i"  and  added,  "  It  is  not  always  fit 
for  kings  to  give  account  of  their  councils  j— judge  the  thing  by  the 
event.** 

This  anfwer,  which  owns  that  both  courts  were  in  the  fecret  that 
.  the  Ihips  were  to  ferve  againft  Rochclle,  greatly  inflamed  the  refent- 
ment  the  Commons  had  conceived  againft  the  miniftry. 

*  came 


came  to  70,000!.  at  the  leaft.  The  king's  eftate,  for  Ann.  1625^ 
the  future,  as  in  charges  of  continuance,  confifted  of 
ten  articles:  i.  of  debts  unpaid,  and  intereft;  2.  old 
anticipations  of  50,0001.;  3.  anticipations  of  new 
200,000  1.  taken  up  by  himfelf  ;  4.  to  the  king  of 
Denmark  30,0001.;  5.  to  count  Mansfeldt  20,000!.; 
6.  to  the  Dutch  8000  !.;  7.  to  Ireland  2600 !.;  8.  the 
queen's  allowance  and  diet  37,000!.;  9.  to  the  king  . 
and  queen  of  Bohemia  20,000  1.  per  annum  y  i  o.  prepa- 
rations for  defence  of  the  realm,  and  fcconding  the 
navy." 


After  reading  this  account  the  lord-treafurer  alleged, 
that  certain  fums  were  omitted  becaufe  they  were  not 
yet  calculated  ;  that  no  total  was  caft  up,  becaufe  he 
had  no  auditor  :  He  promifed  that  himfelf  or  his  fub- 
ordinate  officers  fhould  be  ready  to  give  fatisfacflion  to 
all  or  any  of  the  particulars.  This  minute  detail  de- 
monftrated  to  the  Commons  the  folly  of  a  Spanifh  war 
at  this  jun(5lure ;  and,  by  expofing  the  extreme  necefli- 
ties  of  the  crown,  pointed  out  the  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  limiting  the  exorbitant  power  it  liad  alliimcd, 
by  methods  conftitutional  and  fcafible.  They  had  (liewn  ]^^l^^^l^ 
great  fatisfadbion  at  the  king's  anfwer  to  their  petition  ^  !ip. 
on  religious  grievances  ;  yet,  in  the  eflcntial  matter  of 
fupply,  they  were  fo  little  fway^d  by  empty  promifcs,  that 
though  Charles  condcfccndcd  to  afk  two  fifteenths,  the  va- 
lue of  40,000!.  the  Commons  peremptorily  rcfufed  to 
let  fo  bad  a  precedent  as  to  give  twice  in  one  fcillons  of 
parliament.  Sir  Robert  Philips  faid,  that  the  arguments 
for  giving  were  honour,  neceflity,  and  fafety,  not  ho- 
nourable adlions  grounded  upon  found  counfels ;  that 
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Aiia.  i6zs.  neceflity  had  been  the  continual  argument  for  fupply 
in  all  parliaments.  Sir  Francis  Seymour  faid,  it  was 
Grange  that  the  Commons  {hould  be  called  together  only 
for  a  fupply  of  40,000  1. ;  it  fliewed  the  king's  necefll- 
ties  ;  that  140,000!.  had  been  raifed  by  places  of  ho- 
nour fold,  places  of  juilice  were  fold,  and  ferjeant 
places  fold.  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  faid,  he  feared  the 
palling  of  this  precedent  for  fo  fmall  a  fum  was  to 
take  advantage  of  it  for  a  greater  hereafter.  Mr.  Rollc 
argued,  that  if  the  neceflity  of  money  was  fo  great, 
now  was  the  time  to  prefs  for  a  rcdrefs  of  grievances. 
I  Sir  Edward  Coke  quoted  precedents  of  punifhment  in- 
'  fliaed  on  evil  counfcllors  ;  faid,  it  was  malum  confilium  to 
prefs  more  fubfidies,  when  two  had  been  already  given; 
and  added,  that  he  would  rather  give  loool.  out  of 
I  his  own  eilate,  than  to  grant  any  fubfidy  now. 

On  the  day  after  this  debate,  the  houfc  went  upon  a 
complaint  againft  Sir  Francis  Stewart,  an  admiral,  for 
fuffering  a  pirate  to  take  an  Englifh  fhip  before  his 
face ;  that  to  fome  merchants,  who  had  defired  him  to 
go  out  and  chace  the  pirate,  he  anfwered,  his  commif- 
fion  was  not  to  go  on  the  French  coaft,  where  he  con- 
ceived the  pirate  lay ;  that  in  conclufion,  though  he  was 
offered  great  fums  of  money,  or  half  the  goods  in  the 
fhip,  he  Hill  refufed  to  go.  On  this  report  Sir  Francis 
Seymor  faid,  that  the  lord-admiral  Buckingham  had  the 
care  of  thefe  things,  therefore  the  default  muft  needs  be 
in  him  and  his  agents,  and  moved  for  a  committee  to 
confider  of  the  caufes  thereof,  and  where  the  default  lay. 
Mr.  Lifter  mentioned  the  wrongs  done  to  the  Englifh 
trade  by  Dunkirkers  ;  and  therefore  moved,  that  the 
<  committee 
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committee  to  be  appointed,    might  in  a   general  way  Ann.  1625^ 
confider  of  this,  and  the  faFety  of  all  the  fea-ports.    This 
being  agreed  to,  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  was 
appointed  to  take  thefe  matters  into  confideration,  and 
they  to  have  power  to  name  a  fub-committee. 

Charles,  underftanding  by  thefe  arguments  and  re- 
folutions,  that  the  houfe  was  determined  againft  a  fup- 
ply without  an  effe<5lual  reformation  in  the  government, 
he  with  a  rafli  impetuofity  diffblved  the  parliament  * 
adding  thereby  to  the  diftafte  of  the  people,  who  were 
before  ftrongly  difgufted  with  his  unpopular  manage- 
ment. The  Commons,  who  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  intentions  of  the  court,  formed  themfelves  into 
a  grand  committee,  and  before  they  would  fuffer  the 
king's  meflenger  to  be  introduced,  drew  up  a  protefta-  ^"^""^ 

•  A<5ts  pafled  this  pariiamenr, 

r.   An  aft  for  the  punifhing  divers  abufes  committed  on  the  Lord's- 
day,  commonly  called  Sunday.     - 

2.  An  ad  to  enable  the  king  to  make  leafes  of  lands,  parcel  of  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall. 

3.  An  aa  for  the  eafe  of  obtaining  licenfes  of  alienation,  and  in.  ) 

the  pleading  of  alienations  with  licence,  or  of  pardons  of  alienationrfTn:^;^ 
without  licence,  in  the  court  of  Exchequer,  or  elfewhere.  '*- 

4.  An  ad  to  reftrain  tippling  in  inns  and  alehoufcs. 

5.  An  ad  for  three  entire  fubfidies  granted  by  the  fpirituality.. 

6.  An  ad  for  two  entire  fubfidies  granted  by  the  temporality. 

7-  An  ad  that  this  fcfCons  of  parliament  fhall  not  determine  by 
his  majefty's  aflent  to  this  and  fome  other  ads. 

8.  An  ad  to  confirm  an  agreement  between,  the  king  and  the  copy- 
holders of  Macclesfield  in  Com.  Ceftr.  &c. 

9.  An  ad  for  the  fetdement  of  an  agreement  of  the  tenants  of 
Chelvenham  and  Afhly,  alias  Charelton,  between  the  king  and  Sir 
Giles  Greval,  knight.     Vide  Statutes  at  Large,  and  RuJhmortK 
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Ann.  1625.  tion  of  their  honcft  alacrity  to  do  their  utmoft  endeavour 
to  difcover  and  reform  the  abiifes  of  the  flate,  and  in 
like  fort  to  afford  all  neceffary  fupply  to  the  juft  occa- 
fions  and  dcfigns  of  the  crown. 

A  PROSECUTION  againfl  one  Montague,  a  court  chap- 
lain, had  been  purfued  by  the  Commons  this  parliament 
with  feme  eagernefs.  The  buflnefs  appears  a  trifling 
one,  but  it  canied  with  it  fomc  important  conlcquenccs 
that  fufficiently  juftify  the  warmth  with  which  it  was 
purfued.  Montague  had  publifhed  a  book  tending  to 
Arminianifm  -,  for  this  he  had  been  rewarded  by  court- 
preferment,  notwithflanding  the  parliament,  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  lafl  reign,  had  queflioned  his  conduct, 
and  afterwards  referred  it  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, from  whom  he  had  received  an  admonition. 

Montague,  who  now  found  himfelf  powerfully  pro- 
te(5ted,  publifhed  another  book,  filled  with  the  fame 
doctrines,  and  entitled,  "  An  Appeal  to  Csefar."  For 
this  contempt  of  the  former  cenfure  of  the  houfe  he 
was  re-queflioned,  and  ordered  to  give  bail  of  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  fefTions. 
Charles  interfered,  and  pleaded  an  exemption  for  Mon- 
tague, as  being  his  chaplain  in  ordinary,  and  therefore 
the  houfe  had  no  right  to  molefl  him.  This  gave  vigour 
to  the  fire  already  kindled,  which  would  have  termi- 
nated in  an  impeachment,  if  the  bufmefs  had  not  been 
diverted  by  the  profecution  of  a  more  glaring  and  more 
pernicious  offender. 

Though  the  Arminian  tenets  had  in  them  no  natural 
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relation  to  high-church  or  monarchical  principles  *,  yet  Ann.  1625. 
being  repugnant  to  neither,  the  fame  political  end,  viz. 
fcreening  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  part>% 
which  had  forced  them  to  an  union  with  the  republi- 
cans of  Holland,  connected  them  clofely  to  the  abettors 
of  arbitrary  power  in  this  country;  and  they  became 
the  warmefl  partizans  for  tyrannical  principles  in  church 
and  flate.  As  fuch,  they  were  always  treated  with  a 
jufl  animofity  by  the  adverfe  fadlion,  and  the  pretenfions 
of  Cliarles  to  exempt  the  individuals  in  his  fervice  from 
the  national  jm'ifdidion,  turned  the  particular  cafe  of 
Montague  to  a  difpute  of  importance.  The  bifhops  had 
alfo  interfered  in  this  caufe,  reprefenting  it  as  an  affair 
that  the  king  alone,  by  his  delegates,  had  a  right  to 
judge  of,  and  that  matters  of  differences  in  the  church 
ought  only  to  be  determined  by  the  king  and  the  bi- 
fhops f.  The  only  circumflance  that  carries  the  appear- 
ance of  an  unjuflifiable  exertion  in   the  Commons  in 

*  Thefc  propofitions  contain  the  fubflance  of  the  Arminian  dodrine  : 

L  God  does  not  in  an  arbitrary  manner  predeftinate  any  perfon  to     ' 
be  faved  or  damned. 

II.  Chrifl:  died  for  all  men,  that  is,  all  are  partakers  of  the  benefit 
of  Chrift*s  pafTion,  who  fmcerely  perform  the  gofpel  terms  of  faith 
and  repentance. 

III.  How  necelTary  foever  Grace  may  be  towards  our  doing  good 
aftions,  yet  it  is  not  irrefiftible ;  that  is,  we  are  ftill  free  agents,  con- 
fequently  the  faithful  may  finally  fall  away,  or  depart  from  a  (late  of 
grace. 

-j-  The  bifhops  of  London,  Durham,  Winchefler,  Rocheflcr,  and 
St.  David's,  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  recommended 
Montague's  book;  and  faid,  that  his  majefty  would  do  mofl  gracioufly 
to  prohibit  all  pardes  from  fpeaking  or  writing  againfl  it.  MSS.  in  Bt\ 
Alufeumy  n.  7000.       " 
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Ann.  1615.  thefe  profecutions,  is  the  tyrannical  reftraint  they  feemed 
defirous  to  lay  on  litemture.  But  it  mull  be  confidered 
that  the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  neceflary  to  the  exiftcnce 
of  liberty,  was  a  privilege  unknown  in  this  age ;  and 
whilfl  the  crown  ppflefled  the  power  of  fupprefling  the 
publication  of  every  argument  that  claflied  with  its  prc- 
tenfions,  the  Commons  endeavoured  to  attain  the  fame 
means  of  circumfcribing  the  venomous  dodlrine  broach- 
ed by  its  creatures  and  dependants. 

Before  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament,  the  plague 
had  already  infedled  the  city  of  Oxford,  and  there  was 
great  murmuring  that  the  court  fhould  bring  them  to- 
gether in  fo  fickly  a  feafon,  when  its  avowed  defign 
was  only  to  extort  money  from  the  fubjcdt.  The  Com- 
mons had  exprefFed  great  fenfe  of  their  danger  at  the 
feflions  at  Wellminfter,  and  it  was  remarked  in  the 
houfe,  that  the  bell  was  tolling  every  minute  that  they 
were  fpeaking.  Strong  as  were  thefe  apprehenfions,  the 
patriot  members  kept  their  ground,  and  with  exem- 
plary refolution  gave  fo  conilant  an  attendance  that  their 
antagonifts  could  never  obtain  the  advantages  of  an  un- 
defended caufe*  or  a  fcattered  party  *^ 

•  The  determined  refolution  of  the  Commons  not  to  give  any  fup- 
port  to  the  extravagant  fchemcs  of  the  king  and  his  minifter  has  been 
reprefented  by  the  enemies  of  civil  liberty  as  an  indefenfible  obftinacy^ 
contrary  to  rational  or  conftitutional  principles;  yet  it  will  be  found,  on 
an  impartial  examination,  confident  with  both.. 

On  the  abfurd  fiippofition  that  this  parliament  was  obliged,  though 
contrary  to  the  apparent  good  and  fafety  of  the  fubjedt,  rigidly  to  per- 
form all  the  engagements  of  the  laft :  It  will  be  neceflary  to  enquire 
what  thefe  engagements  were,  before  they  can  be  condemned.  We 
fold  that  the  laft  patliamcnt,  though  inflamed  with  the  apprchenfion 
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Charles,  not  having  been  able  to  obtain  farther  fup-  Am.  1625^. 
plies  from  the  Commons,  had  recourfe  to  the  old  op- 


of  a  clofe  connexion  with  the  moft  powerful  and  mod  bigoted  prince 
in  Europe,  and  defirous,  on  any  feafible  terms,  of  breaking  an  union 
pernicious  to  the  religion  and  liberty  of  this  country,  were  fo  wary  of 
trufting  a  weak  prodigal  prince,  and  a  vain  hot-headed  minifter,  with 
the  difficult  and  expenfive  enterprize  of  regaining  a  then-confirmed 
conqueft  from  the  united   powers  of  the  fame  potent  family,    that 
James  was  obliged   to  fubmit  to  the  extraordinary  condefcenfion  of 
receiving  the  military  fupplies  from  a  council  of  war  appointed  by  the 
parliament.     The  mean  collufion  which  fruftrated  the  purpofe  of  the 
condition  on  which  thefe  fubfidies  were  granted,  the  imprudent  man- 
ner of  conducing  the  firft  raiUtary  enterprize,  and  the  fatal  cataftrophe 
that  enfued,  muft  have  enforced  the  fame  parliament  to  drop  a  hope- 
lefs  fcheme  which  they  had  engaged  no  farther  to  fupport  than  was 
confiftent  with  the  advantage  and  honour  of  the  nation  ;  of  which 
they  were  to  be  the  judges.    If  the'fe  reafons  had  been  powerful  enough 
to  have  prevented  that  parliament  from  giving  farther  afTiftance,  how 
ftrongly  muft  they  have  operated  with  this  pariiament,  when  united  to 
the  prefent  afped  of  afl^airs .?     The  war  was  now  no  longer  the  war" 
of  the  people ;  the  abfurd  conditions  on  which  Charles  had  contraded 
an  alliance  with  the  Bourbon  family  had  entirely  broke  the  conne(5tion 
of  an  united  caufe.     The  Palatinate  quarrel,  when  diftinguilhed  from 
that  of  liberty  and  religion,  was  merely  private,  and  confined  to  the  ' 
Stewart  family.     According  to  the  laws  of  the  conftitution,  it  could 
not  be  fuppofed,  whatever  examples  the  neceflity,  imbecility,  or  ig- 
norance, of  particular  times  might  have  produced,   that  the  people 
were  obliged  to  tax  themfclves  with  extraordinary  levies  of  money, 
but  for  their  own  fupport  and  defence ;  if  they  ever  did,  it  was  only 
underftood  as  a  purchafe  for  die  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances  to  which 
monarchies  of  ail  ftat'es  are  the  moft  fubjefl  •,  and  indeed  fuch  a  pri- 
vilege is  fo  neceflary  to  maintain  a  limited  monarchy  in  due  bounds, 
that  it  is  the  only  obftacle  that  -can  prevent  it  from    becoming  in 
praftice  abfolute  :  "  Give  money,  faid  the  crown,  and  in  due  time 
you  fhall  have  redrefs  of  grievance."     Was  a  reprefentative  body  of 
the  people  fpecially  trufted  with  the  facred  charge  of  defending  and 
profccuting  the  moft  eflfential  rights  of  the  nation,  of  reforming  the 
<;rrors  of  government,  of  redrefllng  the  injuries  of  the  fubjefl,  was  it 

Q^q  2  lightly 
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AntL  1625.  preffivc  expedient  of  forcing  a  loan  from  the  fubje^ft. 
Privy  feals  were  i/Tued  out  to  all  perfons  of  fiibftance, 
and  the  colle(5lors  were  appointed  to  return  the  names 
of  thofe  that  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  excufe  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fums  impofed.  To  foften  this  general  of- 
fence, a  proclamation  was  iflued  for  recalling  all  the 
children  of  Englifh  parents  that  were  in  foreign  fcmi- 
naries,  and  an  order  publiihcd  for  difarming  popifh  re- 
cufants,  according  to  the  petition  of  the  late  parliament. 

From  tlic  money  Cliarles  got  by  the  loan  he  was  enabled 
to  equip  his  fleet :  It  confifled  of  eighty  fliips  ;  ten  thou- 
fand  of  the  land-forces  were  embarked  to  ferve  on  the  de- 
ftined  expedition.  The  chief  command  was  entrufled  to  Sir 
Edward  Cecil,  lately  created  vifcount  Wimbledon,  a  crea- 
ture of  Buckingham,  to  the  negle^ft  of  Sir  Robert  Man- 
fel,  an  old  fea-officer,  who  was  in  great  efteem  with  the 
people.     The  next  in  command  to  Wimbledon  was  lord 

lightly  to  give  up  the  only  means  whereby  fiich  a  reformation  could 
be  efFefted  ?  The  bare  manner  in  which  Charles  had  expofcd  his  ne- 
ceflities  and  prodigality  proceeded  from  an  abfurd  fuppofition  that  the 
Commons  would  think  themfelves  bound  in  duty  to  relieve  his  wants, 
however  imprudently  they  had  been  incurred.  But  this  was  the 
fond  error  of  felf-flattery,  and  apparently  dallied  with  the  real  duties 
of  their  office.  The  ordinary  revenue  of  the  crown  was  the  only 
fund  legally  its  own ;  and  the  neceflities  to  which  the  anticipation  or 
alienation  of  that  revenue  would  reduce  a  prodigal  prince,  was  a  fa- 
vourable and  fair  opportunity  to  corred  the  errors  of  the  ftate,  and 
enlarge  and  fecure  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  debts  and  expences  which  had  been  dated  to  the  parliament 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  800,000 1.  when,  befides  the  money  that  had 
been  lavilhed  on  the  marriage  and  other  folemnities,  Charles  had  given 
large  fums  to  many  of  his  creatures,  and  to  the  duchels  of  Chevreufe, 
and  other  attendants  on  the  queen. 

Eflex. 
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Eflex.  So  loofely  concerted  was  the  plan  of  the  cxpedi-  Ana.  1625* 
tion,  that  it  was  not  till  the  rendezvous  at  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
after  a  ftorm  which  had  difperfed  the  whole  fleet,  that 
a  council  of  war  was  firfl:  called  to  determine  the  fcene 
of  adtion.  Eflex  was  for  attacking  Cadiz,  and  candied 
his  opinion  by  a  majority  of  voices.  The  length  of 
time  which  the  fleet  had  been  at  iea  was  fuflacient  to 
put  the  Spaniards  on  their  guard.  Though  they  found 
the  bay  full  of  fliips  of  great  value,  yet  thefe,  through 
the  negle(5t  of  the  commanders  *,  were  fuflfcred  to  ef- 
cape.  The  fort  of  Puntal  was  attacked  by  Eflex,  and 
taken.  The  pofleflion  of  this  fort  was  of  fo  fmall  con- 
fequence,  that  it  was  immediately  abandoned,  and  the 
foldiers,  having  drank  plentifully  of  new  wines,  became 
difeafed.  After  this  unfortunate  beginning,  the  whole 
force  returned  to  Cape  St.  Vincent,  to  wait  for  the  Spanifh 
Plate  fleet,  which  was  then  on  its  return  from  America, 
But  narrowly  mifling  it,  Wimbledon  brought  bis  flckly 
crew  home  f . 

This  unfuccefsful  ill-con ducflcd  attempt  encreafed  the 
clamour  againfl:  the  miniftry  ;  and  the  difcontented 
party  enjoyed  the  triumph  of  feeing  their  enemies  en- 
tangled in  fnares  that  became  daily  more  intricate:  A 
tyrannical    government    involving    itfclf    in    difficulties 

•  A  difllention  between  the  two  commanders,  Wimbledon  and  Ef- 
fex,  is  faid  to  have  occafioned  the  prepofterous  management  of  this 
bufinefs. 

-f  The  contagion  had  been  fpread  by  the  imprudence  of  the  com- 
mander, who  obliged  every  fhip,  not  infefted,  to  take  a  certain 
number  of  the  fick  for  found  men.  Baker's  Cbronkle.  Howers 
Letters, 
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that  encreafed  the  importance  of  the  people,  whilft  at 
the  fame  time  the  happy  fituation  of  the  kingdom  ex- 
empted them  from  the  fears  of  foreign  hoftilities. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  late  expedition,  Bucking- 
ham and  the  earl  of  Holland  were  fent  to  the  Hague  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  and  to  confer  with 
the  ambafladors  of  the  kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden, 
who  had  joined  in  the  confederacy  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  The  Dutch  had  entered  heartily  into  the  caufe, 
and  had  lent  an  afliftance  of  fhips  to  the  late  expedi- 
tion. In  this  congrefs  Buckingham  not  only  promifed 
great  things  in  his  mailer's  name,  but  threw  out  hints 
of  hopeful  cxpecflations  on  the  fide  of  France.  To  fup- 
ply  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the  war,  he  had  carried 
with  him  the  crown  jewels,  and  pawned  them  in  Hol- 
land for  the  fum  of  300,0001.  Therefore,  when  the 
fleet  returned,  Charles  ifTued  out  a  proclamation,  prohi- 
biting the  foldiers  from  leaving  their  colours  ;  and, 
trufting  to  the  fliallow  expedient  of  nominating  *  Sir 
Edward  Coke  ti  Sir  Robert  Philips,  Sir  Thomas  Went- 
-worth,  Sir  Francis  Seymour,  the  leading  popular  mem- 

*  Such  a  nomination  by  cuftom  incapacitated  them  from  fcrving  in 
parliament. 

t  Sir  Edward  Coke  objefled  to  fcveral  things  in  the  form  of  the 
•oath  given  to  the  Iheriffs.  This  remarkable  one  againft  the  Lollards 
was  complied  witli,  and,  by  the  advice  of  the  judges,  left  out,  viz. 
"  You  Ihall  do  all  your  pains  and  diligence  to  deftroy  and  make  to 
ceafe  all  manner  of  hcrefies  commonly  called  Lollaries,  within  your 
Ijailiwick,  from  time  to  time,  to  all  your  power,  and  afTift  and  be 
"helping  to  all  ordinaries  and  commiflioners  of  the  holy  church,  ami 
•favour  and  maintain  them  as  oftentimes  as  you  fhall  be  required." 

*  bcrs. 
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bers,  to  ferve  as  fheriffs  in  the  counties,  he  again  ven-  Ann.  1625^. 
tured  to  call  a  parliament.     Before  this  period  Williams  ^*^,H?*'?  ^'^* 

*  *^  of  Williams. 

had  not  only  been  turned  out  of  his  office  of  lord-keeper, 
but  was  baniflied  from  the  council,  and  commanded  to- 
retire  to  his  bifliopric  of  Lincoln. 

Antecedent  to  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  at 
Oxford,  Williams,  to  remove  (if  pofTible)  the  growing 
diflafte   of  Buckingham,    had   ofRcioufly   informed   the 
king  of  the  enmity  that  fubfifted  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons againft  his   favourite  ;   but  undertook,   if  the  {g£- 
fions  was  poftponed  till  Chriftmas,  to  take  off  the  bitter- 
eft  fticklers  againft  him.     This  ferved  only  to   encreafc 
Buckingham's   jealoufy,    who  concluded   that  WiUiams. 
could  not  have  fo  exadl  an  intelligence,  or  fo  great  an^ 
influence  as  he  boafted,  without  being  a  party  in  the  ca- 
bal againft  him.      His  hatred  was  fo  enflamed  by  this 
fufpicion,    that   though    precedents    of    fuch    a   nature 
touched  him  nearly,  in  the  prefent   difpofition    of  the 
Commons,  his  agents  offered  the  party  in  the  oppofition 
to  give  his  afliftance  to  the  ruin  of  Williams  by  a  par- 
liamentary profecution.     Hatred  to  Buckingham  favcd 
the  keeper;  who,  in   the  point  of  pafling  the  pardon  to- 
tlic  Romiih  priefts,  had  had  the  addrefs,  at  the  expence 
of   his  patron,    to  clear  himfelf  tolerably  well  to  tlie 
Commons.      Immediately  on  the  diflblution  of  the  par- 
liament his  difgrace  enfued':  He  received  it  with  an  ab- 
jcdlnefs   of  fpirit  equal  to  the  fervility  of  his    deport- 
ment during  the  fun-fliine  of  his  favour  ;  and  at  the 
very   time  when   he   was    pracflifmg  with  Sir  Thomas 
Wentworth  to  debauch  him  from  his  party  and  princi- 
;^^les,  to  bring  him  over  to  the  court.     In  this  place  if 
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Ann.  1625.  muft  be  remembered,  that  when  the  extravagant  arti- 
cles, both  private  and  public,  were  fent  by  Charles 
from  Madrid,  that  James  either  had,  or  aiFcded  to  fhew, 
compunctions  of  confcicnce  and  honour  at  figning  arti- 
cles fo  deftrudive  to  the  weal  of  the  Protcflant  religion; 
Williams  thereupon  got  up  and  made  a  florid  fpeech, 
in  which  he  ihewed  the  king  and  council  that  fo  do- 
ing was  repugnant  to  neither.  On  thefe  flattering  pcr- 
fuafions  the  articles  were  immediately  figned,  and  Wil- 
liams, in  a  letter  to  Madrid,  boafl:ed  of  the  important 
fcrvice  he  had  rendered  the  prince.  The  bifhop  of  Lin- 
coln's great  rival  and  enemy  was  William  Laud,  bifhop 
of  St.  David's.  This  prelate,  in  his  ftation  of  prefident 
of  St.  John's  college  at  Cambridge,  had  fignalized  himfelf 
as  a  turbulent  oppofer  to  the  puritans,  and  as  a  flickler 
for  the  Arminian  principles.  He  at  length  obtained  the 
office  of  court-chaplain,  and,  by  a  fedulous  attention 
and  compliance  with  the  humours  of  the  favourite,  his 
patronage.  When  the  bifhopric  of  St.  David's  became 
vacant,  Buckingham  afked  it  for  Laud ;  but  James,  on 
account  of  his  ill  fame  *,  fhewing  an  averfion  to  his 
promotion,  he  employed  Williams  to  teaze  him  into  a 
compliance  :  Williams  not  only^  fucceeded  in  this,  but 
retained  him  in  his  prebendary  of  Weftminfler,  and 
procured  him,  in  fome  time  aftei%  a  living  of  i  2  o  1.  a- 

•  Laud  had  married  Lady  Rich  to  the  earl  of  Devonfhire,  her  pa- 
ramour, while  her  hulband  was  alive. 

James  had  another  objedlion  to  this  promotion :  Laud  had  given 
him  fome  violent  counfel  in  regard  to  the  ecclefiaftical  affairs  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  his  timorous  difpofition  was  terrified  at  a  circumftance  that 
partly  prognofticatcd  the  ftorm  that  this  zealous  pedant  had  fo  great 
a  (hare  in  railing. 

•  year, 


year  in  the  diocefe  of  St.  David's :  For  all  which  fer-  Ann.  1625. 
vices  Laud,  now  on  a  foot  of  rivalfliip,  and  having  in  Hackct'sLife 

^   ,  ,  .       ,  ,  ,  r  ^^  Williams. 

a  manner  engroffed  Buckingham  s  ear,  became  one  or 
the  principal  means  of  Williams's  difgrace. 

Four  days  before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  the  ce-  Coronation, 
remony  of  the  coronation  was  performed  ;  and  Charles 
had  the  imprudence,  at  this  critical  time,  to  add  to  the 
difguft  of  the  public  by  exadling  the  obfolete  tribute  of 
knights  fees  from  all  thofe  that  had  forty  pounds  a- 
year  *.  The  form  of  the  coronation  was  compiled  by 
bilhop  Laud,  who  made  two  additions  to  that  which 
had  been  more  recently  ufed,  from  the  antiquated  ex- 
amples of  Richard  II.  and  Henry  VI.     One  was   this 

-,_.  -ri'i-r       Echard,  fol. 

claufe  in  the  body  of  the  fervice:  "  Let  him  obtain  ta-  ed.  1718,  vol. 
vour  of  the  people,  like  Aaron  in  the  tabernacle,  Elilha  ^^'  p^'* 
in  the  waters,  Zacharias  in  the  temple.     Give  him  Pe- 
ter's key  of  difcipline,  and  Paul's  dodtrine."     The  other 
was  the  following  addrcfs  after  the  ceremony  was  per-  j^^^^^^^ 
formed:    "    Stand  and  hold  fad  from   henceforth  the  vol.  1.  p.  201. 
place  to  which  you  have  been  heir  by  the  fucceflion  of 
your  fore-fathers,  being  now  delivered  to  you  by  the 
authority  of  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  hands  of  us 
and  all  the  bilhops  and  fervants  of  God.     And  as  you 
fee  the  clergy  to  come  nearer  to  the  altar  than  others, 
fo  remember  that  in   all   places   convenient   you   give 
them  greater  honour  •,  that  the  mediator  of  God  and  ^ 

man  may  eftabliflb  you  in  the  kingly  throne,  to  be  a 
mediator  betwixt  the  clergy  and  the  laity,  and  that  you 

*  The  original  fum  was  twenty  pounds  -,  but  at  the  time  it  was  thus 
fixed,  twenty  pounds  a-year  was  a  confiderable  income. 
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Ado.  i6z;.    may  rcign  for  ever  with  Jefus  Chrift,  the  king  of  kings, 
and  lord  of  lords  *." 

Parliament.         SiR  Thomas  Covcntr\%    an  errant  coiirt-rawyer.   ot>. 

<'ih  lebruarv.         .  '        ' 

Kuiiuvofth.'    tained  the  feals  on  the  difgrace  of  Williams,  and,  on 

vol.  1.  p.  202,      t  '  r       ^  i  •  .  r,        . 

.sc  feq.  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  made  a  florid  minifterial 

fpcech,  full  of  grofs  adulation  and  devotion  to  the 
crown:  «  If •  we  confider  aright,  faid  he,  and  think  of 
that  incomparable  diftance  between  the  fupreme  height 
and  majefty  of  a  mighty  monarch,  and  the  fubmiflive 
awe  and  lowlinefs  of  a  loyal  fubjedl,  we  cannot  but  re- 
ceive exceeding  comfort  and  contentment  in  the  frame 
of  this  highefl  court,  wherein  not  only  the  prelates,  no- 
bles, and  grandees,  but  the  Commons  of  all  degrees, 
have  their  part  ;  and  wherein  that  high  majefty  doth 
defccnd  to  admit,  or  rather  to  invite,  the  humblefl  of 
his  fubjec^s  to  conference  and  council  with  him  of  the 
great,  weighty,  and  diffiailt  affairs  of  the  kingdom  : 
A  benefit  and  favour  whereof  \\c  cannot  be  too  fenfible 
and  thankful. — And  it  bchoveth  us  to  magnify  and  blefs 
God  that  hath  put  the  power  of  aflembling  parliaments 
in  the  hands  of  him,  the  virtue  inherent  of  whofe  per- 
fon  doth  ftrive  with  the  greatncfs  of  his  princely  lineage 
and  defcent,  whether  he  Ihould  be  accounted  major  or 
melhr,  a  greater  king  or  a  better  man."  This  lofty  de- 
fcription  of  majefty  was  anlwercd  in  the  fame  ftrain 
by  the  bombaft  oration  of  the  fpeakcr,  Sir  John  Finch, 

*  Bifhop  Williams,  as  dean  of  Weftminfter,  was  by  courfe  to  have 
a  chief  part  in  the  ceremony ;  but  he  was  commanded  not  to  appear, 
and  his  place  was  fupplied  by  his  enemy  Laud.  An  old  crucifix  found 
among  the  regalia  was  by  his  dircftion  placed  upon  the  altar.  RapJHy 
8vo.  ed.   1730,  vol.  X.  p.  35. 
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viz — "  And  fince  we  all  fland  for  hundreds  and  thou-  Ann.  1625. 
fands,  for  figures  and  cyphers  *,  as  your  majefty,  the 
fupreme  and  fovereign  auditor,  fhall  pleafe  to  place  and 
value  us  ;  and,  like  coin  to  pafs,  are  made  current  by 
your  royal  fl:amp  and  imprefiion  only. — Here  your  royal 
perfon,  ftill  enthroned  in  the  fl:ate  of  majefty,  attended 
by  a  reverend  and  learned  prelacy,  a  great  and  full  no- 
bility, enthroned  like  ftars  in  the  firmament,  fome  of  a 
greater,  fome  of  a  lefTer  magnitude,  full  of  light  and 
beauty,  and  acknowleging  to  whom  they  owe  their  luf- 
tre,  and  by  a  choice  number  of  worthy  knights  and 
gentlemen,  that  reprefcnt  the  whole  body  of  your  Com- 
mons.    But  to  leave  generals,  we  live  not  under  a  mo- 
narchy only,  the  beft  of  governments,  and  under  a  go- 
vernment, the  beft  of  monarchies,  but  under  a  king,  the 
beft  of  monarchs,  your  royal  perfon.      And  thofe  emi- 
nent graces  and  virtues  which  are  inherent  in  your  per- 
fon, in  whom  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  contend  for  fupe- 
riority,    it  were  prefumption  in  me  to   touch,  though 
with  never  fo  good  a  meaning;  they  will  not  be  bounded 
within  the  narrow  circle  of  my  difcourfe.     What  age 
fliall  not  record  or  eternize  your  princely  magnanimity 
in  that  heroic  adtion  or  venturous  journey  into  Spain  ? 
hazarding  your  perfon  to  prefei-ve  the  kingdom :  Fathers 
will  tell  it  to  their  children  in  fucceflion ;  after-ages  will 
then  think  it  a  fable.     Your  piety  to  the  memory  of 
your  dear  father,  in  following  and  bedewing  his  hearfe 
with  your  tears,  is  full  in  every  man's  memory." 

*  There  is  a  figure  fomething  like  this  in  a  fpeech  of  the  royal 
orator  James,  viz.  make  the  fubjeds  like  men  at  chefs,  a  pawn  to  take 
^i  bilhop  or  a  knight. 
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Previous  to  bufinefs,  all  the  members,  by  an  order 
of  the  houfe,  received  the  facrament.  This  precaution 
was  to  difcover  any  falfe  papiftical  brethren,  which 
might  otherwife  lurk  under  the  cover  of  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance. A  meflage  of  complaint  from  the  king  ac- 
quainted the  houfe  that  Sir  Edward  Ck>ke,  being  fherifF 
of  Buckinghamfhire,  was  returned  one  of  the  knights  of 
the  fliire  for  the  county  of  York.  This  meflage  the 
houfe  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elec- 
tions, to  report  their  opinions  of  the  law  in  thefe  cafes, 
and  the  ufage  of  parliament.  Sir  Edward  Coke  gave  up 
his  feat  on  this  occafion,  though  on  the  day  before  the 
diflblution  of  the  parliament  it  was  refolved  that  he 
flood,  de  fa&o,  a  member  of  that  houfe. 

The  Commons  went  into  a  wann  examination  of  the 
public  grievances :  The  mifcarriage  of  the  fleet  to  Cadiz, 
the  evil  counfcllors  about  the  king,  mif-employment  and 
•wafle  of  the  king's  revenue  j  and  they  demanded  an 
account  of  the  three  fubfidics  and  fifteenths  granted  the 
2 1  fl:  of  James.  It  was  refolved  that  a  committee  for  fe- 
cret  affairs*,  and  another  for  grievances,  fhould  fit  every 
Wednefday  and  Friday  during  this  parliament  ;  and  an 
act  was  tendered  and  read  to  adminifler  an  oath  for  the 
rendering  a  true  account  of  all  general  and  public  taxes, 
rates,  and  collecSlions.  The  prefcnt  grievances,  as  enu- 
merated by  the  committee,  are  thefe : 

Grants  of  penfions  now  i  2o,oool.  beforebut8o,oool. 

•  The  bufinefs  of  this  committee  for  fecret  affairs  was  to  enquire 
into  the  conduft  of  Buckingham.     Guthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  840. 
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Increase  of  houfhold  from  4j:,oooL  to  80,000 1,      Aan.  1625. 

Fruitless  ambafladors,  with  larger  allowance  than 
formerly : 

Treble  increafe  of  the  privy  purfe : 

Double  increafe  of  the  treafur}^  of  the  chamber,  and 
great  wardrobe : 

New  impofitions  and  monopolies  multiplied,  and  fet- 
tled to  continue  by  grants  : 

Customs  enhanced  by  the  new  book  of  rates: 

Tonnage  and  poundage  levied  without  any  adl  of 
parliament. 

The  council  of  war  *  was  examined  concernins:  the  Coimdiof 

^  war  exa- 

management  of  the  money  entrufled  to  them  by  parlia-  mined. 
ment  for  four  ends  fpccified  the  2  i  fl  of  James.  They  all, 
on  various  pretences,  declined  giving  fatisfadlion,  except  Sir 
Robert  Manfel,  who  promifed  to  anfwer  fully  to  every 
particular,  provided  he  had  leave  of  the  king.  On  this 
general  refufal  the  oppofition  dropped  the  affair,  having 
gained  an  advantageous  point  from  the  fufpicions  to 
which  the  miniilry  was  expofed,  by  laying  on  the  com- 
miilioners  injuncftions  of  fecrecy,  contrary  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  grant  f . 

*  The  men  that  compofed  this  council  of  war  were  the  Lords  Carey,* 
Brook,  Vere,  Grandifon,  Sir  Robert  Manfel,  Sir  John  Ogle,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Button. 

f   According  to  the  conditions  of  the  grant,   the  treafurers  had 
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Attn.  I6l^'  A  COMMITTEE  was  named  concerning  religion,  and 
Montague's  publications  were  again  called  in  queftion  : 
Thefe  affairs  were  principally  managed  by  Pym,  a  mem- 
ber of  great  experience  and  acquired  judgment,  having 
fervcd  in  more  than  one  parliament  in  the  laft  reign  *. 
Warmly  as  Montague  had  been  profecuted  in  three  fuc- 
ccflive  fefllons,  he  at  length  efcaped  fentence  by  a  more 
interefting  profecution,  which  at  this  fime  engrofled  the 
attention  of  the  whole  body.  Dr.  Turner,  a  phyfician, 
propounded  thefe  queries  to  the  houfe; 

Ruihwoith.  I,  Whether  the  duke  being  admiral  be  not  the  caufe 
of  the  lol's  of  the  king's  royalty  in  the  narrow  feas  ? 

n.  Whether  the  unreafonable,  exorbitant,  and  immenfe 
gifts  of  money  and  lands  bellowed  on  the  duke  and 
his  kindred,  be  not  the  caufe  of  impairing  the  king's  re- 
venue and  impoverifhing  the  crown  f 

III.  Whether  the  multiplicity  of  offices  conferred  upon 
the  duke  and  others  depending  upon  him  (whereof 
they  are  not  capable)  be  not  the  caufe  of  the  evil  go- 
vernment of  this  kingdom  ? 

made  oath  that  none  of  the  money  fhould  ilfue  out  of  their  hands 
without  warrant  from  the  council  of  war.  The  council  of  war  had 
made  oath  that  they  fhould  make  no  warrants  for  the  payment  of 
any  of  the  money,  but  only  for  the  ends  fpecified  by  parliament  -, 
and,  further,  fhould  all  be  accountable  for  their  doings  and  proceed- 
ings in  that  bufinefs,  to  the  Commons  in  parliament,  when  they,  or 
any  of  them,  fhould  be  thereunto  required.  Parliam.  Hiji.  vol.  VI. 
p.  427. 

*  Mr.  Pym  was  one  of  the  fufFering  members  that  were  imprifoned 
by  James  for  fpeaking  freely  againft  the  meafures  of  the  court. 

IV. 
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IV.  Whether  recufants  in  general,  by  a  kind  of  con-  Ann.  ,62^ 
nivance,  be  not  encreafed  by  reafon  of  the  duke's  mo- 

ther  and  his  father-in-law  being  known  papifls  I 

V.  Whether  the  fale  of  honours,  offices,  and  places 
of  judicature,  ecclefiaflical  livings  and  promotions  (a 
fcandal  and  hurt  to  the  kingdom !)  be  not  throueh  the 
duke  I  ^ 

VI.  Whether  the  duke's  flaying  at  home,  being  ad- 
miral of  the  fleet,  and  general  of  the  land  army,  was 
not  the  caufe  of  the  bad  fuccefs  and  overthrow  of  that 
adion,  and  whether  he  gave  good  directions  for  that 
defign  t 

On  this  accufation  it  was  refolved,  upon  the  queflion,  PmrecutionoP 
that  common  fame  was  a  good  ground  of  proceeding  ^"^'^"^^'^^ 
for  the  houfe  of  Commons,  either  by  enquiry,  or  pre- 
fenting  the  complaint  (if  the  houfe  finds  caufe)  to  the 
Kmg  or  Lords.     Among  the  arguments  and  obfervations 
urged  to  procure  this  rcfolution,  Sir  Tliomas  Wentworth's 
were  very  rational :  That  if  they  could  not   prefent  to 
tlie  Lords  upon  common  fame,  yet  they  might  enquire 
and  accufc   in   that   houfe  upon  it ;  that  this  was  the 
only  fafeguard  of  accufation  for  great  men,  whereas  in 
all  others  no  man  dare  accufe  them,  for  fear  of  danger. 
Mr.  Rolle  faid,  that  the  Commons  might  prefent  a  lord 
of  the  higher  houfe  to  the  Lords,  for  he  was  not  com-  -tvKp'!''' 
pellable  to  anfwer  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  thus,  if  "^  "^ 
they  could  not  prefent  upon  common  fame,  he  could 
never  be  drawn  to  anfwer.     If  the  offence  tended  to  fe- 
lony or  treafon,  the  Commons  might  pray  to  have  him 
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committed,  in  refped  to  the  quality  of  the  faft.     That 
it  was  otherwife  in  fmaller  offences :  In  the  5  th  Hen.  IV. 
a  complaint  was  made  againft  the  king's  confeffor,  and 
Ibmc  otiiers ;  hereupon  the  Lords  ordered  that  he  fhould 
be  removed  from  about  the  king ;  and  the  king  in  par- 
liament, though  he  knew  no  caufe  particular,  yet,  be- 
caufe  the  Lords  and  Commons   had  thought  them  unfit- 
ting, he  there  commanded  them  to  come  no  more  near 
him  ;  and  allured  the  affembly,  that  if  there  were  any 
others  againft  whom  the  Lords  and  Commons  had  in- 
dignation, he  would  remove  them  alfo.     The  two  law- 
yers, Selden  and  Noy,   argued  for  the  legality  of  the 
proceeding  oiT^ommon  fame  ;  and  the  Commons  for- 
warded the  profecution  with  great  vigour,  appointing 
feveral    committees    for  particular    enquiries    into    the 
duke's  condudt. 

Whilst  they  were  thus  employed  in  preparing  and 
'  digcfting   thefe   matters  into  a  fpecial  charge,  they  re- 
ceived a  moft  impormnate  meffage  from  the  king,  fet- 
ting  forth  "  the  infinite  prejudice  the  public  affairs  mufl 
receive  by  the  longer  delaying  the  fupplies  ;    that  his 
majefty's  fleet  being   returned,   and  the  vidluals  ^fpent, 
the   men   muft   of    neccffity  be   difcharged,    and    their 
wages  paid,  elfe  an  affured  mutiny  would  follow,  which 
may  be  many  ways  dangerous  at  this   time ;  that  his 
majefty  hath  made  ready  about  forty  ftiips,  to  be  fet 
forth  on  a  fecond  voyage,  which  want  only  visuals  and 
fome  men,  which,  without  prefent   fupply  of  money, 
cannot  be  fet  forth  and  kept  together ;  that  the  army 
which  is  appointed  muft  be  dilbanded,  if  they  be  not 
prefently   fupplicd  with  victuals   and  cloaths  ;    tliat  if 
4  the 
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the  companies  of  Ireland  lately  fent  thither  be  not  pro-  Ann.  i6jj. 
vidcd  for,  inftead  of  defending  that  country  they  will 
prove  the  authors  of  rebellion  ;  that  the  feafon  of  pro- 
viding healthful  vidluals  will  be  paft,  if  this  month  be 
negledted," 


Powerful  as  thefe  arguments  appeared  to  the  king, 
the  Commons  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  truft  the 
fword  in  the  hands  of  Buckingham,  at  the  very  time 
they  were  proceeding  againft  him  as  an  intolerable 
nuifance  in  the  ftate.  Mr.  Coke,  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  had  avowed  this  fentiment  in  the  houfe :  "  It  is 
better,  faid  he,  to  be  eaten  up  by  a  foreign  enemy  than 
to  be  deftroyed  at  home."  ^ 


The  Commons,  not  to  leave  the  fmalleft  reproach 
upon  themfelves  of  negledling  the  real  fervice  of  their 
country,  fent  the  king  a  very  civil  anfwer,  in  which 
they  teftified  an  affured  belief  that  he  would  accept  and 
follow  the  faithful  and  necellary  advice  of  his  parlia* 
ment,  and  that  on  this  confideration  they  intended  to  af^ 
fift  and  fupply  him  in  fuch  a  way,  and  in  fo  ample  a 
meafure,  as  fhould  make  him  fafe  at  home,  and  feared 
abroad. 

Charles  was  ftung  to  the  quick  at  a  meflage,  that 
in  a  manner  fubtle  and  fpecious,  fliewcd  the  determined 
refolution  of  the  houfe  to  give  no  afiiftance  towards  the 
occafions  of  the  war  till  a  miniftry  ffiould  be  eleded  on 
whom  they  could  place  an  entire  confidence.  He  af- 
fumcd  a  more  haughty  manner  than  he  had  before 
ufed  to  the  Commons,  no  doubt  with  an  intention  ^either 
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Ann.  162^.    to  awe  this  refolute  aflembly  into  fubmiflive  meafiircg,. 
or  to  provoke  them  out  of  that   prudent  referve  which 
had  hitherto  confined  their  oppofition  within  the  accuf- 
vohvT.p/*' honied  bounds  of  refpedtful  language:  «  But  for  your 
430,  &  feq.  claufe  of  prefenting  grievances  (writes  he  in  his  reply 
to  their  anfwer)  I  take  that  but  for  a  parcnthefis  in  your 
fpeech,  and  not  a  condition:    And  yet   for  anfwer  to 
that  part,  I  will  tell  you,  I  will  be  as -willing  to  hear 
your  grievances  as  my  predccefibrs  have  been  ;  fo  that 
you  will  apply  yourfelvcs   to  redrefs  them,  and  not  to 
enquire  after  them.     I  mufl  let  you  know,  that  I  will 
not  allow  any  of  my  fervants  to  be  queflioned  among 
you,  much  lefs  fuch  as  are  of  eminent  ftate,  and  near 
imto  me.     The  old  queilion  was.  What  fliall  be  done 
to  the  man  whom  the  king  will  honour  ?  but  now  it 
hath   been  the  labour  of  fome  to  feek    what  may  be 
done    agaiiifl    him  whom    the  king  thinks    fit  to   ho- 
nour *  ?"      Charles  proceeds  to  reproach  the  Commons 
for  inconftancy,  in  profecuting  a  man  who  was  once  an 
imiverfal  favourite  among  them  ;  and  finifhes  with  this 
threat :  "  I  would  you  would  haften  my  fupply,  or  clfe 
it  will  be  worfe  for  yourfclves  j  for  if  any  ill  happen 
I  fhall  be  the  laft  that  feel  it."     This  magifterial  lan-v 
guage  produced  no  cfFecT:  on  the  meafures  of  the  Con>. 
mons-:  They  calmly  voted  the  king  three  fubfidies  and 

*  It  muft  be  remarked  that  this  quotation,  taken  from  the  Old 
Teftament,  is  an  inftance  of  the  power  of  a  Perfian  king,  confequently 
abfurdly  adapted  to  that  of  a  limited  monarch,  and  Ihews  that  Charles's 
notions  of  regal  government  were  as  ct)nfufed  as  James's ;  both  of 
them  refolving  its  feveral  diftin^ions  into  that  of  a  fimple  and  abfo- 
lute  monarchy. 
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^hrcc  fifteenths-*  ;  but  the  aa  not  to  be  brought  in  till  Ann.  ^6.^. 
the  grievances  were  prefented  and  anfwcred.     Then  they 
refumcd    the   debates   concerning   the   impeachment  of 
Buckingham,  and  ordered  him  to  have  notice  of  what 
had  been   charged  againfl  him.      In  this  debate  Sir  W 
Walter  made  a  fevere  fpeech  againfl  the  favourite;  and 
Sir  John  Elliot  fhewed  that  it  was  not  the  m.anner  of 
parliaments    to  give    before   their  grievances    were    re- 
dreiR^d.     Charles,  perplexed   and  cxafperated  at  a  con-- 
dudl  which  bafHed  all  his  fchemes,  was  determined  to 
attempt  the  expedient  of  hedoring  the  Commons  in  per- 
fon,  and  fent  for  the  two  houfes  to  Whitehall.      He  be-  Ann  ,626. 
gan  his  fpeech  with  thanking  the  Lords  for  having  in-  fof  vl  ":"• 
Cited   the  Commons   to  take  the  flate  of  the  kingdom  ^^^'  ^  ^'^• 
into  confideration.     He  avowed  that  if  this  parliament 
did  not  redound   to  its  good,  it  was  not  their  faults  f ; 
that  he  came  to  fhew  the  Commons  their  errors.      Then 
the  lord-keeper,  by  the  king's  command,  taking  up  the 
fpeech,  fhewed  that  the  following  declaration  was  only 
intended   for  the   Commons,  but  that  his  majefty  was 
willing  that  the  Lords  fhould  be  wimeiTes  of  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  his  refolutions ;  that  his  majcHv  had  ap- 
proved,  by  his  behaviour,  his  afTe^lion  for  the 'right  ufe 
of  parliaments  ;-.-that  after  he  had  received  fatisfa<5lion 
for  his  reafonable  demands,  he  would,  as  a  jufl  king, 
anfwer   the  grievances  that  (liould  be  prefented  to  hini 
in  a  dutiful  manner  ;  that  as  his  majcUy  was  well-af- 

♦  Some  days  afcer  this  the  Commons  added  a  fourth  fubfidy. 

t  The  Lords,  in  a  conference  with  the  Commons  on  the  ftate  of 
affairs  abroad,  had  reconimended  to  the  Commons  to  refolve  en  giv- 
ing the  kmg  a  fpeedy  aflillance.     IWli.m.  Iliji,  vol.  VL  p.  470. 
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fedlioned  to  the  right  ufe  of  parliaments,  fo  never  king 
was  more  jealous  of  his  honour,  nor  more  fenfible  of 
the  contempt  or  negledl  of  his  royal  rights,  which  he 
will  by  no  means  fuffer  to  be  violated  by  any  pretence 
of  parliamentary  liberty,  wherein  his  majefty  doth  not 
forget  that  the  parliament  is  his  council,  and  therefore 
ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  a  council ;  but  he  under- 
llands  the  difference  between  counfel  and  controuling,  be- 
tween liberty  and  the  abufe  of  liberty.  The  lord-keeper 
next  proceeded  to  fchool  the  Commons  for  not  having,, 
according  to  a  meffage  from  his  majefty,  corredled  Mr. 
Coke  for  a  feditious  fpeech  uttered  in  the  houfe  ;  and 
for  not  only  encouraging,  but  walking  in  the  fteps  of 
Dr.  Turner,  who  did  take  upon  him,  faid  he,  to  advife 
the  houfe  upon  fundry  articles  againft  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  as  he  pretended ;  but,  in  truth,  to  wound 
the  honour  and  government  of  his  majefty,  and  of  his 
renowned  father :  And  his  majefty,  firft  by  a  'mefTage, 
and  after  by  his  own  royal  mouth,  did  declare  that  that 
eourfe  of  enquiry  was  an  example  which  by  no  way  he 
could  fuffer,  though  it  were  againft  his  mcaneft  fer- 
vant,  much  lefs  againft  one  fo  near  him  ;  and  that  his 
majefty  did  much  wonder  at  the  foolifh  infolence  of 
any  man  that  could  think  that  his  majefty  fhould  be 
drawn,  out  of  any  end,  to  offer  fuch  a  facrifice  fo  un- 
worthy of  a  king  or  a  good  mafter.  He  then  affertcd 
the  duke's  fincerity  and  difcretion  from  the  king's  own 
knowlege,  with  a  reproach  to  the  Commons  of  difre- 
fpedful  proceedings  j  that  their  committees  had  pre- 
fumed  to  examine  the  letters  of  the  fccretaiy  of  ftate  '^. 

*  Committees  had  been  difpatched  to  the  fignet-olHcc,  to  fcarch  for 
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Then  the  Commons  were  reprimanded  for  their  dilato-  Ann.  1626. 
rinefs  in  proceeding  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  fupply,  the 
inadequatcnefs  of  the  fum  to  the  king's  wants,  and  the 
condition  in  a  manner  tacked  to  it :  "  Therefore,  conti- 
nued the  keeper,  his  majefty  commandeth  that  you  go 
together  again,  and  by  Saturday  next  return  your  final 
anfwer  what  farther  fupply  you  will  add  to  this  you 
have  already  agreed  on ;  and  that  to  be  without  condi- 
tions, either  diredlly  or  indiredlly,  for  the  fupply  of 
thefe  great  and  important  affairs  of  his  majefty,  which, 
for  the  reafons  formerly  made  known  unto  you,  can 
endure  no  longer  delay  ;  and  if  you  fhall  not  by  that 
time  refolve  on  a  more  ample  one,  his  majefty  cannot 
expect  a  fupply  this  way,  or  fuffer  you  to  fit  longer  to- 
gether J  otherwife,  if  you  do  it,  his  majefty  is  well  con- 
tent that  you  fhall  fit  fo  long  as  the  feafon  of  the  year 
will  permit ;  and  doth  affure  you  that  the  prefent  ad- 
dition to  your  fupply  to  fet  forward  the  work  fhall  be 
no  hindrance  to  your  fpeedy  accefs  again."  When  the 
keeper  had  finifhed,  the  king,  re-taking  up  the  fpeech, 
reproached  the  Commons  in  high  terms  on  the  old  to- 
pic of  the  parliament's  having  helped  him  to  break  off 
the  treaties  with  Spain;  then,  continuing  his  fpeech,, 
faid,  "  Mr.  Coke  told  you  it  was  better  to  be  eaten  up 
by  a  foreign  enemy  than  to  be  deftroyed  at  home.  In- 
deed I  think  it  is  more  honour  for  a  king  to  be  in- 
vaded, and  almoft  eaten  up,  by  a  foreign  enemy,  than 

originals  of  letters  for  reprieving  of  priefts  condemned  at  York.  The 
Comtiions  alleged  in  their  anfwer  to  the  reproach  of  the  lord-keeper, 
that  in  the  above-mentioned  ad:  they  had  done  nothing  not  war- 
ranted by  the  precedents  of  former  parliaments  upon  the  like  oc- 
cafions.     Parliam.  Htfi,  Yol.YL  jp.  ^66,. 
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A«.  16.6.    to  be  defpifcd  by  his  own  fubjecls.-Remembcr  that  par- 
diaments   are  altogether  in  my  power,   for  their  caHing, 
fitting,  and  diflblution :  Therefore,  as  I  find  the  fruits 
of  tlicm  good  or  evil,   they  are  to  continue,  or  not  to 
be;    and   remember   that   if   in   this   time,    inftcad   of 
amending  your  errors,  by  delay  you  perfifl  in  your  er- 
rors,   you     make     them    greater   and    irrcconcileable  ; 
whereas,  on  the  other  fide,  if  you  do  go  -on  chearfully 
to  mend  them,  and  look  to  the  diilrelTed  flate  of  Chrift- 
•endom,  and  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  as  it  lieth  now 
by  this  great  engagement,  you  will  do  yourfelves  honour; 
you  ihall  encourage  me  to  go  on  with  parliaments,  and 
J  hope  all  Chriflendom  fhall  feel  the  good  of  it." 

This  injudicious  bravado  put  a  (lop  to  all  the  pro- 
ceding  bufmefs  in  the  houfe  :  The  Commons  entered 
into  debates  on  the  unconftitutional  fpeeches  that  fell 
from  the  king  and  the  keeper,  turned  the  houfe  into  a 
gi-and  committee,  ordered  the  doors  to  be  locked,  no 
member  to  go  forth,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  other 
committees  Ihould  be  flopped  till  they  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  in  this  bufmefs.  When  thcfe  determinations  were 
made  known  to  the  king,  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
was  ordered  to  explain  thofc  parts  of  the  fpeeches  that 
were  liable  to  the  moft  exceptions.  He  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  addreffing  the  houfe  witli  a  kind  of  vindica- 
tion of  his  own  conduct  *. 

*  One  of  the  clrcumllances  that  Buckingham  aReges  to  prove  his 
fiddity  to  the  protellant  religion  is  this :  "  If  I  would  have  con- 
verted  myfdf,  faid  he,  I  might  have  had  the  infanta  put  into  my 
matter  s  bed  ;  and  if  any  dilcontent  fhould  have  rifen  here,  I  mi^ht 
iiavc  had  an  army  to  have  come  with  mej  but  I  thought  the  offer 

foolifh. 
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A  REMoNsTRA^cE  was  then   framed   by  the  Com- Ann.  1626. 
mons,  and  fent  up  to  the  throne,  on  the  fifth  of  April, 
in  anfwer  to  the  charges  alleged  againfl  them  in  the 
king's  and  the  lord-keeper's  fpeeches.      The  houfe  was 
then  adjourned  by  defire  of  the  king  to  the  thirteenth. 
This  adjournment  was  only  carried  by  a  majority  of 
thirty,  and  proves  that  the  low-church  party  were  at  this 
time  very  numerous  in  the  lower  houfe,  the  oppofition 
thinking  it  fit  to  fit  through  the  holidays  *      After  this 
fhort  recefs,  the  Commons  returned  again  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  profecution ;  but  whilil  they  were  thus  em- 
ployed,   an   interefting   fcene    was  carrying  on  in   the 
houfe  of  Lords.. 

With  the  low  expedient  which  had  been  ufed  by  the- 
miniftry  of  incapacitating,  by  nominating  thofe  men 
fherififs  who  had  the  greateft  fway  in  the  oppofition, 
from  ferving  among  the  Commons,  more  exceptionable 
meafures  had  been  ufed  to  rid.  Buckingham  of  his  an- 
tagonifls  in  the  upper  houfe.. 

When  the  parliament  was   fummoned,   by  an   un-  ^^^^onh. 
warrantable  flretch  of  prerogative,  Charles  had  given  or-  ^'''^"^•"^*' 

foolifh,  ridiculous,  and  fcornful,  in  that  point  of  religion."    We  do 
not  hear  that  the  Commons  made  any  animadverfions  on  this  vindica- 
tion of  Buckingham  ;    but  furely  nothing  could   be   more    abfurdly 
impolitic  than  to  avow  but  this  objedion  to  the  offbrs  of  the  Spaniards 
Parliam.  Hift.  vol.  VL  p.  454. 

*  This  was  not  the  only  inftance  of  the  powerfulnefs  of  this  party; 
It  was  alleged  in  the  houfe  this  fefTions  that  proclamations  for  not  dreff- 
ing  meat  in  Lent  were  great  grievances. 

We  find  in  Rymer  that  thefe  proclamations  had  been  very  frequent 
in  the  laft  reign. 

ders, 
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Ann.  i6z6.  dcrs,  that  110  writ  flioulcl  be  fent  to  the  bifliop  of  Lin- 
a)ln  nor  the  carl  of  Briftol.  On  an  appUcation  from 
the  latter  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  his  writ  was  fent  him, 
but  with  it  a  letter  from  the  lord-keeper,  forbiding  his 
pcrfonal  attendance.  On  the  receipt  of  this  mandate, 
Briftol  preferred  a  fecond  petition  to  the  upper  houfe,  re- 
prefenting  his  cafe  as  an  important  encroachment  on  the 
liberty  and  lafety  of  the  peers,  with  a  defire  to  be  fent 
for  and  heard  in  accufation  of  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham ;  having  been  wronged  for  the  fpace  of  two  years 
in  his  reputation  and  liberty  by  the  afperfions  of  the 
iaid  duke,  to  keep  him  from  the  prefence  of  his  majefly 
and  parliament,  left  he  fliould  difcover  feveral  of  his 
crimes  and  mifdemcanors. 

Bristol  had  had  the  offer,  on  condition  of  an  entire 
acquiefcence,  to  remain  without  farther  moleftation,  and 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  pardon  granted  laft  parliament ; 
but  Charles,  provoked  at  thefc  repeated  adls  of  oppofi- 
tion,  ordered  the  attorney-general  to  enter  an  accufation 
of  high-treafon  againft  him  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  ;  and 
fignified  his  pleafure,  in  a  mefTage  by  the  lord-keeper, 
that  he  fhould  be  fent  for  as  a  delinquent  to  anfwcr  his 
offences.  Briftol  reminded  the  Lords,  that  their  houfe 
was  pofTeflfed  of  his  former  petition,  and  of  his  accufa- 
tion of  Buckingham  :  He  therefore  defired  that  they 
would  receive  his  charge  againft  the  duke  and  the  Lord 
Conway,  and  not  to  invalidate  his  teftimony  againft 
them  by  the  king's  charge  againft  him. 


The  offences   charged  by  the  crown  againft  Briflol 
are  comprized  under  thefe  heads  : 

*  .  That 
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That  he  had,  contrary  to  his  knowlcge,  given  in- Ann.  16,6. 
formation  to  the  court  of  England,  that  the  king  of  agSrifto'. 
Spain  did  really  intend  to  conclude  the  marriage,  and 
make  rcftitution  of  the  Palatinate  : 

That  he  had,  contrary  to  inftruaions,  continued  the 
treaties  on  generalities  : 

That  he  had  terrified  the  late  king  from  retreating 
by  magnifying  the  power  of  Spain  : 

That  he  had  perfuaded  the  enlargement  of  jefuits 
and  Romifh  priefts  : 

That  he  had  endeavoured  traiterouily  to  perfuade 
the  prince  to  change  his  religion  : 

Th  a  t  on  the  offer  made  by  Spain  of  a  marriage  be- 
tween the  Palatinate's  eldeft  fon  and  the  emperor's 
daughter,  with  the  condition  of  his  being  bred  up  in 
the  emperor's  court,  he  had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  propofition  was  reafonable ; 

That  he  had  fet  a  day  for  the  delivery  of  the  depojo- 
rios,  without  treating  of  the  things  commanded  to  him 
as  reftridtions  : 

That  he  had  fignified  in  confidence,  that  he  cared 
not  what  the  fuccefs  of  the  treaties  might  be,  but  was 
determined  to  make  his  fortune  by  the  negotiation : 

That    his   intricate  management  had  enforced  the 
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1626.    prefent  king,   when  prince,   to  the  dangerous  journey 
into  Spain  : 

Lastly,  he  had  ofTended  in  a  high  manner,  by  pre* 
ferring  a  fcandalous  petition  to  the  houfe,  to  the  diflio- 
nour  of  his  majclly,  of  blefled  memory,  deceafed,  and 
of  his  facred  majcfty  that  now  is  ;  offences  no  way  fuf- 
ferable  in  a  fubjedt  towards  a  fovereign  ;  and  in  one 
article  of  that  petition  wherein  he  gives  his  now  majelly 
the  he,  in  denying  that  relation  which  his  majefty  af- 
firmed. Of  this  charge  Charles  declared  himfelf  the 
accufer:  Briftol  offered  to  make  any  fubmiffion  that 
fhould  be  perfonal,  to  the  king;  but  befought  the  Lords 
to  take  into  confideration  how  dangerous  would  be  the 
confequences  if  his  majefty  fhould  be  accufer,  judge, 
witnefs,  and  have  the  confifcation  *.  He  moved  that 
the  duke  of  Buckingham  might  be  put  in  equal  condi- 
tion with  himfelf ;  and  that  as  he  had  given  in  articles 
againft  the  lord  Conway,  he  might  not  be  permitted  to 
meddle  in  that  particular  bufinefs,  or  ufe  the  king's 
name  in  it,  ex  officio^ 

In  laying  open  his  cafe  he  fiicwed  that  Buckingham 

*  Charles  had  offered  to  be  himfelf  the  principal  evidence  againft 
Briftol.  The  houfe,  to  avoid  a  difficulty  contrived  on  purpofe  to  re- 
ftrain  the  freedom  of  their  judgment,  confulted  the  judges  on  the 
following  point :  Whether  in  the  cafe  of  treafon  or  felony  the  king's 
teftimony  was  to  be  admitted  or  not  ?  whether  words  fpoken  to  the 
prince,  who  is  after  king,  makes  an  alteration  in  this  cafe  ?  The 
judges  gave  the  houfe  to  underftand,  that  they  had  received  an  ex- 
prefs  command  from  the  king  not  to  give  their  opinion  on  thefc 
queftions.     Rujhwortb,  vol.  I.  p.  268,  ^  fe^. 

.   .  had 
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had  obtained  his  imprifonment  to  prevent  the  difcovery  Ann.  1625. 
of  his  own  bad  practices  in  Spain;  that  by  fmifter  means 
he  had  continued  him  in  that  reftraint,  becaufe  he  had 
refufed  to  fign  fome  propofitions  fent  to  him  by  the  faid 
duke.  He  next  proceeded  to  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment againft  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  the  lord 
Conway.     The  heads  of  them  are  as  follow : 

Til  AT   the  duke  of  Buckingham  did  combine  with  ^'^^'^ 
the  Conde  Gondemar  to  carry  his  majefty,  late  prince,  E'ghan,. 
mto  Spam,  to  procure  his  converfion  ;  Ruftworth 

vol.  1.  p.  202, 

That  when  in  Spain  he  laboured  it;  and  by  flatter- 
ing the  Spanifli  minifter  on  this  point,  he  caufed  them 
to  recede  from  conditions  that  had  been  before  pro- 
pounded ; 

That  he  had  procured  a  letter  to  be  written  from 
his  late  majefty  to  the  pope  r  ' 

That  he  had  received  a  bull  to  encourage  him  in 
the  perverfion  of  the  prince  : 

That  he  had  given  fcandal  by  his  perfonal  behaviour 
in  Spain ;  and,  having  incenfed  the  king  of  Spain  and 
his  minifters,  he  put  in  practice  divers  undue  courfes 
to  break  the  match  : 

That  he  had  been,  in  great  part,  the  caufe  of  the 
ruin  and  misfortune  of  the  prince  palatine  and  his  ef-  ' 
tates,  inafmuch  as  thofe  affairs  had  relation  to  the  king- 
dom of  Spain  ; 

Tt  2  That 
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Ann.  1626.  That  he  had  abufed  the  parliament  by  his  finifler 
relation  ^  and  wronged  the  earl  of  Briftol  in  point  of 
his  honour,  by  many  fmifter  afperfions  he  had  laid  upon 
him;  and  in  point  of  his  liberty,  by  many  undue 
courfes,  through  his  power  and  practices ; 

That  he  had  vexed  and  preiTed  his  late  majefty,  for 
having  fent  the  earl  of  Briftol  word  that  he  would  hear 
kim  againA  the  duke,  as  well  as  he  had  heard  the  duke 
againft  him. 

The  heads  of  the  articles  given  in  againft  the  lord 
Conway  were, 

^liniTthe  ^^^'^  ^^^  ^^^^  Conway  had  profefled  himfelf  fo  great 

^f^ji  Conway,  a  fervant  of  the  duke's,  that  he  had  not  ftuck  to  de- 

vol.  I.  p.  264,  clare  that  if  matters  could  not  be  accommodated  be- 

''^*  tween  them,  he  muft  then  adhere  to  the  duke ;  from 

which  he  inferred  that  lord  Conway  was  unfit  to  be  a 

judge  in  any  thing  that  concerneth  the  duke  or  the  earl  : 

That  the  lord  Conway,  as  a  creature  of  the  faid 
duke,  had,  by  various  mifreprefentations  and  undue 
means,  not  only  occafioned  the  earl  of  Briftors  reftraint, 
and  lengthened  it,  but  during  its  continuation  had  per- 
plexed him  in  his  bufmefs  and  otherwife  : 

That  on  the  earl  of  Briftol's  having  fully  anfwered 
twenty  interrogatories,  which  had  been  made  to  him 
ia  his  late  majefty's  name,  that  the  lord  Conway,  being 
the  fecretary  to  the  lords  commiflioners  w^ho  were  ap- 
pointed to  fcarch  into  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  earl, 

perceiving 
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perceiving  that  the  faid  earl  was  like  to  be  cleared,  never  Ann.  1626. 
moved  for  a  farther  meeting,  nor  have  the  lords  com- 
miflioners ever  been  permitted  to  meet  to  this  day  ; 

That  though  the  lord  Conway  knew  that  the  match 
of  the  king  of  Bohemia's  eldeft  fon  with  the  emperor's 
daughter,  and  his  being  bred  in  the  emperor's  court, 
was  allowed  and  propounded  by  his  late  majefty,  yet 
had  he  fuffered  it  to  be  charged  againft  the  earl  of  Brif- 
tol, both  in  the  interrogatories,  and  in  his  majefty's  lail 
letter  : 

That  the  lord  Conway  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the 
earl  of  Briftol's  troubles,  by  his  dubious  and  entrapping 
difpatches,  and  inferring  that  the  faid  earl  had  failed 
in  his  directions,  when  it  fhould  be  made  appear  that 
his  difpatches  contained  no  fuch  diredtions  as  he  hath 
alleged  were  given. 

The  houfe  came  to  a  refolution  not  to  commit  the 
earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Tower,  but  to  let  him  remain  in 
cuftody  of  the  gentleman  ufher;  and  that  the  king's 
charge  againft  the  earl  fhould  have  the  firft  hearing, 
then  tlie  earl's  againft  the  duke ;  yet  fo  that  the  earl's 
teftimony  againft  the  duke  fliould  not  be  prevented,  pre- 
judiced, or  impeached  *. 

Charles,  finding  by  thefe  determinations,  that  the 

*  On  the  earl's  requeft,  the  houfe  had  granted  him  counfel':  This 
Charles  objeded  to  ;  but  finding  that  the  houfe  was  refolved  to  abide 
by  their  own  determination,  he  at  length  gave  way.  Par/iam.  Hift. 
vol.  VIL  p.  29,  180,  ^y?^. 
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Ann;  1626.    fenfe  of  the  peers  ran  favourable  to  Briflol,  fent  them 
.the  following  mefTage  : 

That  he  took  notice  of  the  articles  exhibited  againfl 
■the   duke   of  Buckingham,  and   he    found    they  were 
iuch  that  he  was  able  of    his   own  knowlege  to  fay 
more  than  any  man  of  the  duke's  fmcerity  ;  that  one  of 
tliem,     touching    the    narrative    made    in    parliament, 
trencheth  as  far   upon   himfelf  as   the   duke;   he  fent 
them  thanks  that  they  gave  no  way  to  the  earl  of  Brif- 
tol's  unreafonable  motion  of  putting  the  duke  under  the 
fame  reflraint  as   they  did   the  earl,  thereby  efchewing 
what  the  earl  aimeth  at,  namely,  to  alter  their  dutiful 
proceedings  towards  him  ;  that  thereby  they  had  made 
him  confident  that  they  will  continue  to  put  a  difference 
between  his  charge  againfl  one  that  appeareth  as  a  de- 
linquent, and  the  recrimination  of  the  earl  of  Briflol 
againfl  his  evidence  *.     Thus  did  Charles  injudicioufly 
xun  the  rifk  of  incurring  a  pubHc  affront,  by  thrufling 
himfelf  in,  not  only  as  an  evidence,  but  as  an  accefTary 
-with  Buckingham, 

The  crown  at  this  time  made  an  attempt  to  carry  the 
profecution  into  the  King's  Bench ;  but  this  was  vigor- 
x>ufly  oppofed  by  the  Lords,  on  the  following  objedions : 

♦  On  the  occafion  of  thefe  caufes  now  depending  the  king  had  fent 
for  the  whole  body  of  bifhops,  and  charged  them  in  the  judgments 
they  gave  to  be  guided  by  their  confcicnces.  At  the  fame  time  he 
tflurcd  them  that  he  was  always  ready  to  promote  the  caule  of  the 
-church ;  giving  them  a  gentle  reprehenfion  that  they  had  not  made 
^nown  unto  him  in  this  feffions  of  parliament  what  might  be  profit?- 
pk  for  it.    Rujbwortp^  vol.  L  p.  247. 


CHARLES 

"  He  can  have  no  counfel : 


L 


M 


Hj5 


"  He  can  ufe  no  witnefs  againfl  the  king; 

"  He  cannot  know  what  the  evidence  againfl  him 
will  be  time  enough  to  prepare  for  his  defence ;  fo  the 
innocent  may  be  condemned,  which  may  be  the  cafe  of 
any  peer,  and  the  liberties  of  the  houfe  thereby  infi-ing- 
ed,  and  the  honour  and  juflice  thereof  declined : 

"  The  earl  being  indided,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  houfe  to  keep  him  from  arraignment ;  and  fo  he 
may  be  difabled  from  making  good  his  charge  aeainfl 
the  duke : 

"  It  appears  that  the  earl,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years, 
till  now  he  complained,  hath  not  been  fo  much  as  quef^ 
tioned  for  matter  of  treafon  ;  he  hath  been  examined  on 
twenty  interrogatories,  and  the  commifHoners  fatisfy  that 
his  anfwer  will  admit  of  no  reply  : 

«  The  lord  Conway  by  feveral  letters  hath  intimated 
that  there  was  nothing  againfl  him  but  what  was  par- 
doned by  the  parliament's  pardon  of  the  2 1  fl  of  James  ; 
and  fignified  his  majefly's  pleafure  that  he  might  refl  in, 
that  fecurity ; 

"  His  majeffy  hath  often  declared,  both  to  the  coun^ 
tefs  of  Briflol  and  others,  that  there  was  neither  felony 
nor  treafon  againfl  him,  nor  ought  elfe  but  what  a  fmall 
acknowledgment  would  expiate." 

These 
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Ann.  i6z6.  These  rcprefentatioiis  of  the  Lords  were  fo  many  fa- 
vourable omens  to  Briflol,  who  denied  almoll  every  ar- 
ticle of  the  king's  charge  *,  and  proved,  by  the  undeni- 
able teflimony  of  the  written  intercourfe  between  him 
and  the  court  of  England,  that  he  had  a<5led  in  concert 
with  James's  inclinations,  and  according  to  the  general 
and  particular  inilrudlions  of  that  monarch.  "  As 
touching  the  charge  itfelf  (faid  BriHol  in  a  fpeech  he 

♦  The  firft  article  of  the  king's  charge  is,  That  Briftol  had,  con- 
trary to  his  knowlege,  given  delufive  hopes  to  the  court  of  England 
concerning  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Among  the  Ilarleian  manu- 
fcripts  there  are  fcveral  letters  from  Buckingham,  whilft  in  Spain,  to 
his  patron  James.  The  letters  that  he  wrote  previous  to  the  dilguft 
that  he  took  at  that  court,  are  full  of  flattering  intelligence  relative 
to  this  point.  One  of  them  hath  thefe  particular  exprefTions  :  "  If 
we  can  either  judge  by  outward  fhews,  or  general  fpecches,  we  have 
reafon  to  condemn  your  ambafladors  for  fpeaking  too  fparingly  than 
too  much.  If  the  pope  will  not  grant  a  difpenfation,  we  would  be 
glad  to  have  your  diredions  how  far  we  may  engage  you  in  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  pope's  fpiritual  power;  for  we  almoft  find  if 
you  will  be  contented  to  acknowledge  the  pope  chief  head  under 
Chrirt:  that  the  match  will  be  made  without  him."  MSS.  in  Br.  Mu~ 
[euniy  n.  6987. 

The  following  letter  from  Charles  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  pre- 
ferved  among  the  fame  manufcripts,  {hews  that  Charles,  whilft  prince 
of  Wales,  had  entered  into  all  Buckingham's  little  piques,  and  that 
he  was  a  violent  partizan  againft  Briftol : 

"  Stenie, 
**  Now  I  muft  crave  your  pardon  to  trouble  you  a  little  ;  it  is  this : 
Briftol  ftands  upon  his  juftification,  and  will  by  no  means  accept  of 
my  counfcls ;  the  king  does  haftc  to  have  him  come  to  his  trial ;  and 
I  am  afraid,  if  you  be  not  with  us  to  help  to  charge  him,  and  fct  the 
king  right,  he  may  efcape  with  too  light  a  cenfure.  Therefore  I  would 
have  you  fend  to  the  king  to  put  off  Briftol's  trial  till  you  might  wait 
of  him,  but  for  God's  fake  do  not  venture  to  come  fooner  than  you 
piay  with  the  fafety  of  your  health,  &c.  &c." 

7  made 


325? 


made  to  the  Lords  on  the  fubjea  of  his  vindication)  I  Ann.  i6z6. 

have  once  anfwered  all,  except  that  of  my  petition ;  I 

expedled  not  to  have  heard  of  thefe  again.     I  expected  a 

remonarance  of  fome  practice  with  Spain  againft  the 

ftate  ;  or  to  be  charged  with  the  receipt  of  ten  or  twenty 

tlioufand  pounds,  for  the  perfuading  and  procuring  the 

delivering  up  of  fome  towns  that   the  crown  was  in 

pofleffion  of,  as  might  be  the  Brill,  or  Flufhing,  or  the 

like;   or  for  being  the  means  of  the  delivery  of  the 

king's  ihips  to  ferve  a  foreign  nation  againft  thofe  of 

our  own  religion ;  or  for  the  revealing  of  his  majefty's 

higheft  fecrets,  which  none  but  two  or  three  did  know 

of  J  or  for  treating  of  the  greateft  affairs,  as  it  were  by 

my  own  authority,  without  formal  inftrudlions  in  the 

point ;  or,  as  the  law  calls  it,  to  have  committed  fome 

overt  ac^  of  difloyalty;    and  not  to  be  charged,  after 

feven  ambafTages,  with  difcouragements  and  inferences." 

It  is  very  apparent,  notwithftanding  the  fpecioufnefs 
of  Briftol's  defence,  that  his  whole  condud  had  been 
fubfervient  to  the  point  of  private  advantage  ;  that  he 
had  already  obtained  an  opulent  fortune  by  an  exad: 
conformity  to  the  views  of  James  ;  and  that  from  mo- 
tives of  felfifhnefs  he  had  put  in  pradice  eveiy  expedient 
to  prevent  the  rupture  of  the  Spanifti  treaty.  Nor  was 
his  prefent  oppofition  excited  by  principles  of  independ- 
ence, or  generous  feelings,  whilft  recriminating  againft 
Buckingham :  He  meanly  courted  the  prince  who  was  ex- 
ercifing  over  him  the  moft  unjuftifiable  oppofition;  on  the 
merit  of  his  management  in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  he 
had  obtained,  and  at  this  very  time  enjoyed,  the  fpoils  of 
a  man  whofe  unjuft  fate  was  yet  frcfli  in  the  memory 
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of  the  public  *.  To  thefe  circumaances,  ill-adapted  to 
attra(51:  the  efleem  of  the  people,  his  avowed  principles 
of  religion  were  as  extravagantly  hierarchical  as  were 
thofc  of  the  prefent  miniflry.  The  extreme  odium, 
therefore,  which  his  antagonift  Buckingham  had  at 
this  time  incurred,  and  the  oppreflive  treatment  himfelf 
liad  hiet  with  from  the  crown,  were  the  only  caufes  that 
gained  a  popularity  to  his  fide  of  the  conteft. 

The  Commons,  who  had  been  all  this  while  prepar- 
ing matters  for  the  impeachment,  now  brought  up  their 
charge  againft  the  minifler  f.    It  was  managed  by  eight 

•  This  was  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  whofe  large  eftate  of  Sherbourn 
had  been  firft  given  by  James  to  Somerlet,  and  then  to  Briftol.  Sir 
Antony  Weldon  hints  that  Briftol  was  one  of  the  principal  means  of 
Sir  Walter's  execution,  by  reprefenting  it  to  James  as  a  neceflary  fa- 
crifice  towards  the  attainment  of  the  Spanifli  match.  Nor  was  this 
the  only  ftep  he  took  to  fecure  the  poflemon  of  thefe  lands  ;  Mr. 
Carew  Raleigh  relates,  that  on  his  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  parlia- 
ment to  be  reftored  in  blood,  king  Charles  fent  to  him,  and  told  him 
plainly,  that,  on  the  obligation  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  he  had  pro- 
mifed  the  earl  of  Briftol  to  fecure  his  title  to  Sherbourn  againft  the 
heirs  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ;  that  now  being  king  he  was  bound  to 
make  good  his  promife  ;  therefore,  unlefs  Mr.  Raleigh  would  quit  all 
his  right  and  title  to  Sherbourn,  he  neither  would  nor  could  pafs  his 
bill  of  reftoration.  Whereupon  Mr.  Raleigh,  being  then  not  twenty 
years  of  age,  left  friendlefs  and  fortunelefs,  was  prevailed  on  by  the 
promife  of  a  fubfiftence  to  fubmit  to  the  king's  will.  See  J  Brief  Re- 
lation of  Sir  fValter  Raleigh's  Troubles,  &c.  To  the  right  honourable  the 
commons  of  England,  the  humble  petition  of  Carew  Raleigh,  in  Sir  IValtcr 
Raleigh's  Life  and  Works  by  Dr.  Birch, 

t    The  Commons  had  fent  to  the  duke  to  let  him   know  that 

they  were  pafllng  articles  againft  him,  and  that  they  had  given  the 

meffengers  orders  to  take  notice  thereof  out  of  the  clerk's  books,  of 

.which  he  might  take  a  copy  if  he  pleafed  j  and  that  they  expefted  his 
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members  *  and  fixteen   affiftants  f.     Sir  Dudley  Diggs  Ana.  i6z6. 
opened  it  with  a  florid  metaphorical  introdudion  J. 

As  one  of  the  crimes  alleged  againft  Buckingham 
was  the  accumulation  of  offices  and  honours  which  he 
had  obtained  through  his  inordinate  influence,  the  Com- 
mons did  not  omit  any  of  thefe  in  the  preamble  to 
their  declaration ;  viz.  "  The  Commons  in  this  prefent  Rufhworth. 

parliament do  by  this  their  bill  fhew  and  declare '''*^*^-^- 3°^' 

againft  George,  duke,  marquis,  and  earl  of  Bucking- 
ham ;  earl  of  Coventry ;  vifcount  Villiers ;  baron  of 
Whaddon  ;  great  admiral  of  the  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Ireland,  and  of  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  of 
the  dominions  and  iflands  of  the  fame,  and  of  Norman- 
dy,  Gafcoigne,  and  Guienne  ;  general  governor  of  the 
fhips  of  the  faid  kingdom  j  lieutenant-general,  admiral, 
captam-general,    and  governor  of   his    majefty's   royal 

anfwer  on  the  fame  day  before  ten  of  the  clock,  if  he  chofe  to  fend 
any  This  melfage  the  duke  fignified  to  the  Lords,  who  did  not 
thmk  fit  that  he  fliould  anfwer;  and  the  duke  fignified  this  determina- 
tion  to  the  Commons.     Rufhworth,  vol.  I.  p.  247. 

*  The  eight  managers  were.  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  Mr.  Glanville,  Mr. 
Herbert,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Whitby,  Mr.  Selden,  Mr.  Wandsford,  and 
Sir  John  Elliot.     Guthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  849. 

c-  '^Jr^^  ^'''^^^"  alTiftants  were.  Sir  Francis  Barnham,  Mr.  Lideton: 
Sir  Wilham  Earl,  Sir  William  Ermyn,  Mr.  Noy,  Mr.  Rolles,  Sir 
Benjamin  Rudyard,  Mr.  Mafon,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Sherland,  Mr.  Wyld,  Mr.  Charles  Jones,  Mr.  Kirton,  Mr.  John 
Strangeways,  and  Mr.  Therfield.     Guthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  849. 

%  The  orators  of  thefe  times  had  not  yet  difcarded  this  vicious  do-^ 
cution,  which  had  been  greatly  heightened  by  the  example  of  James. 
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fleet  and  army  lately  fet  forth ;  mailer  of  the  horfe  of 
our  fovereign  lord  the  king  ;  lord  warden,  chancellor, 
and  admiral  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  of  the  members 
thereof ;  conftable  of  Dover-caftle  ;  juftice  in  eyre  of  all 
the  forefls  and  chaces  on  this  fide  of  the  river  Trent ; 
conftable  of  the  caftle  of  Windfor  ;  gentleman  of  his 
majefty*s  bed-chamber ;  one  of  his  majefty's  moft  ho- 
nourable privy  council  in  his  realms  both  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  knight  of  the  moft  honoura- 
ble order  of  the  garter  j  the  mifdemeanors,  mifprifions, 
&c — " 


Ralh  worth. 
Cutbricr 


The  whole  of  this  charge  againft  Buckingham  may 
be  comprized  under  eight  articles  j  viz. 

That  he  had  engrofted  a  multiplicity  of  offices  in 
his  own  hands,  and  had  rendered  offices  and  honours 
venal,  by  procuring  and  beftowing  them  for  money  : 

That  he  had  ncglecfted  the  performance  of  his  duty 
in  the  office  of  admiral : 


That  he  had  feized  and  detained  goods  from  the 
fubjedts  of  the  French  king,  out  of  a  fhip  called  the 
St.  Peter  of  Newhaven,  on  which  enfued  an  arreft  at 
Newhaven  of  two  Englifh  merchant-fhips,  to  the  great 
difturbance  of  trade,  and  prejudice  to  the  merchants : 

That  he  had  extorted  the  fum  of  1 0,000  1.  from 
the  Eaft  India  company ; 

That 
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That  he  had  procured  the  Vaunt-guard  and  fix  mer-  Ann.  1626. 
chant-fhips  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  French 
king,  knowing  that  they  were  intended  to  be  employed 
againft  the  French  proteftants  : 

That  he  had  procured  divers  titles  to  his  kindred 
and  allies,  whofe  eftates  being  fmall,  they  could  not  be 
maintained  in  that  dignity  but  at  the  expence  and  da- 
mage of  the  crown,  who  thereby  difabled  itfelf  to  re- 
ward extraordinary  virtue  in  future  times  with  honour  : 

That  he  had  obtained  a  grant  of  divers  manors  be- 
longing to  the  crown,  and  had  likewife  received  exceed- 
ing  great  fums  of  money  for  his  own  ufe,  without  ac- 
count,  to  the  gi'eat  diminution  of  the  revenues  of  tlie 
crown  : 


That,  without  a  fufficient  warrant,  he  had  unduly 
procured  certain  plaifters,  and  a  certain  drink  or  potion, 
to  be  given  to  his  late  majefty,  after  which  divers  ill 
fymptoms  did  appear  upon  his  faid  majefty,  who  did 
attribute  the  cauie  of  liis  growing  worfe  to  the  faid 
plaifters  and  drink. 

The  whole  charge  was  concluded  and  enforced  by  Sir 
John  Elliot,  who,  in  the  execution  of  this  talk,  difplayed 
the  powers  of  a  lively  nervous  elocution. 

After  this  impeachment  the  king  came  to  the  houfe,  RuOworth, 
and  made  a  cajoling  fpcech   to  the  Lords  :  He  affiired ''''^•^•^•^^''' 
them  that  the  caufe  of  his  coming  was  to   exprefs   the 
fenfe  he  had  of  all  their  honours  j  that  what  afFeded 

them 
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them  affected  him  in  a  very  fenfiblc  manner  * :  "  I  have 
thought  fit,  adds  he,  to  take  order  for  the  punifliing 
Ibmc  infolcnt  fpeeches  lately  fpoken.  I  have  been  too 
remits  heretofore  in  punilhing  fuch  fpeeches  as  concern 
mylLlf;  not  that  I  was  greedy  of  their  monies,  but 
that  Buckingham,  through  his  importunity,  would  not 
fuiFer  me  to  take  notice  of  them,  left  he  might  be 
thought  to  have  fet  me  on.  And  to  come  the  forwarder 
to  his  trial,  and  to  approve  his  innocence ;  as  touching 
the  matters  againft  him,  I  myfelf  can  be  a  witnefs  to 
clear  him  in  every  one  of  them  f.  I  fpeak  not  this  to 
take  any  thing  out  of  your  hands,  but  to  fhew  the  rea- 
fon  why  I  have  not  hitherto  puniflied  thofe  infolent 
fpeeches  againft  myfelf;  and  now  I  hope  you  will  be  as 
tender  of  my  honour,  when  time  fhall  ferve,  as  I  have 
been  fenfible  of  yours." 

Those  hints  which  Charles  threw  out  of  having 
taken  order  for  the  punifliing  fome  infolent  fpeeches,  re- 
ferred to  the  imprifonment  of  Sir  John  Elliot  and  Sir 
Dudly  Diggs,  who,  immediately  after  clofing  the  charge 
againft  Buckingham,  had  been  beckoned  out  of  the 
conference-chamber,  and  fent  to  the  Tower. 

*  Charles,  by  thefe  infmuations,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Lords 
that  their  interefl  was  conneded  with  Buckingham's  caufe. 

-f  This  glaring  impropriety  of  the  king's  carriage,  in  owning  him- 
felf  thus  egregioufly  managed  by  his  favourite,  with  the  fubfequent 
teftimony  of  his  partiality,  in  offering  himfelf  as  an  evidence  to  clear 
Buckingham,  after  the  having  offered  himfelf  as  an  evidence  to  accufe 
Briftol,  are  two  ftrong  inftances  of  that  weaknefs  and  paffion  which 
influenced  the  condudt  of  this  monarch. 

The 
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The  Commons  did  not  abate  of  their  diligence  in  the  A«n.  .626. 
profccution  of  Buckingham;  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich  was  fent 
up  with  a  meffage  to  the  Lords  to  move  them  to  com- 
mit this  great  offender  to  fafe  cuftody  :  But  this  paffive 
affembly  permitted  Buckingham  to  remain  at  liberty  * 
who  now  flung  off  all  moderation,  and  threw  out  a 
kmd  of  defiance  on  the  malice,  as  he  termed  it,  of  the 
lower  houfe. 

The  Commons  were  fo  offended  at  the  imprifonment  RuihworJ., 
of  their  two  members,   that  a  kind  of  fullen  filence,  1%'-'''' 
proceeding  from  deep  refentment,  for  fome  time  pof- 
feffed  the  houfe,  till  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  a  fei-vant  of 
the  miniftry,  who  had  been  long  in  office,  and  was  at 
this  time  highly  patronized  by  Buckingham,  miftaking 
this  appearance  for  the  fymptom  of  an  univerfal  dif- 
may,  began  a  florid  metaphorical  fpeech,  in  which  he 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  houfe  to  fubmit  to  the  will  of 
the  court :  The  houfe  he  compared  to  a  fliip,  their  mef- 
fages  to  the  fands ;  the  commitment  to  the  fands  which 
the  fhip   did   flick  on,  and  the  compafs   to  the  table 
where  the  book  of  orders  did  lie  j  he  defired  them  to 

*  ^'  w'"  be  difficult  to  reconcile  this  conduft  of  the  Lord-,  to  that 
hatred  which  the  antient  nobility  had  of  this  minion,  who  had  lono- 
maintained  an  infolent  fuperiority  over  them  -,  and  whofe  accumula° 
tion  ot  honours  was  in  a  manner  ufurped  from  the  whole  body.  But 
to  the  influence  that  the  crown  had  over  this  affembly,  Buckingham, 
by  the  means  of  his  extenfive  power,  had  formed  a  ftrong  party  of 
the  new  and  fome  of  the  old  nobility  dependant  upon  himfelf.  This 
the  houfe  feem  to  be  fenfible  of;  for.  finding  that  he  was  deputed 
procurator  to  thirteen  peers,  whofe  votes  on  any  occafion  he  Iiad  power 
to  make  ufe  of,  they  made  an  order  that  after  this  feffions  no  lord 
ihould  be  capable  of  receiving  above  two  proxies. 

examine 
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/on.  i525.    examine  flriclly  into  the  orders,  whether  the  imprifoncd 
members  did  not  exceed  their  commiflion  ;  if  they  did, 
to  let  them  fuffer  tor  their  prefumption ;  and  this  was 
the  eoiirre,  he  faid,  that  would  bring  the  (hip  from  ihe 
rocks  :  "  I  befeech  you,  gentlemen,  added  he,  move  not 
his  majefty  with  trenching  upon  his  prerogative,    left 
you  bring  him  out  of  love  with  parliaments.    You  have 
heard  his  majefty's  often  meflages  to  you,  to  put  you 
forward  in  a  courfe   that  would  be  moft  convenient ;  in 
thofe  meiTages  he  told  you,  that  if  there  were  not  cor- 
refpondency  between  him  and  you,  he  fhould  be  en- 
forced to  ufe  new  councils.     Now  I  pray  you  confider 
what  thefe  new  councils  are  and  may  be :  I  fear  to  de- 
clare thofe  that  I  conceive.     In  all  Chrillian  kingdoms 
you  know  that  parliaments  were  m  ufe  antiently,  by 
which  their  kingdoms  were  governed  in  a  moft  flourifti- 
ing  manner,  until  the  monarchs  began  to  know  their 
own  ftrength  j  and  feeing  the  turbulent  fpirit  of  their 
parliaments,  at  length  they  began  to  ftand  upon  their 
prerogatives,    and    at    laft    overthrew    the    parliaments 
throughout  Chriftendoni,  except  here  only  with  us.    And 
indeed  you  would  count  it  a  great  mifery  if  you  kn^w 
the  fubjecl  in  foreign  countries  as  well  as  myfelf,  to 
fee  them  look  not  like  our  nation,  with  ftore  of  flefli 
on  their  backs,  but  like  fo  many  ghofts,  and  not  men, 
being  nothing  but  fkin  and  bone,  with  feme  thin  cover 
lo  their  nakednefs,  and  wearing  only  wooden  Ihoes  on 
their  feet,  fo  that  they  cannot  eat  meat,  or  wear  good 
doaths,  but  they  muft  pay  and  be  taxed  to  the  king 
for  it.     This  is  a  mifery  beyond  expreflion,  and  that 
which  we  are  yet  free  from  -,  let  us  be  careful  then  to 
preferve  the  king's  good  opinion  of  parliaments,  which 
'  bringCvh 
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bringeth  this  happinefs  to  the  nation,  and  makes  us  en-  Ann.  ,6.f, 
vied  of  all  others  while  there  is  this  fweetnefs  between 
nis  majefty  and  the  Commons." 

This  fpeech  was  no  fooner  uttered  than  the  members 
cned  out^  «  To  the  bar!  to  the  bar!"  and  it  was  with 
fome  difficulty  that  Sir  Dudley's  friends  could  prevent    * 
his   being  brought  upon  his  knees  ;   though  he  after- 
wards  afTumed  courage  to   make   another   oration,    in 
which  he  grofly  fell  upon  Sir  John  Elliot  and  Sir  Dudley 
Diggs,  and  £hewed  die  king's  reafons  for  their  imprf. 
fonment;  Sir  John  Elliot  for  having  fpoken  with   Jcat 
tartnefs  againft  Buckingham,  and  treated  him  with  ilic 
bare   appellation   of  this  and  that  man,  and   for  fpeakine 
doubtfully  of  tlie  return  of  tlie  Englifli  fhips  lent  to 
France  *  ;   Sir  Dudley  Diggs   for  having   been  accufcd 
with   faying,    upon   the  fubjecl  of  the  plaifter   applied 
to  James,  «  That  he  would  therein  fpare  the  honour  of 
the  prdcnt  king." 

The  unconaitutional  language  uttered  from  Sir  Dud- 
ley  Carleton  would  undouhtcdly  have  met  with  a  fcvci^er 
ccnfure  from  the  Common..,  if  the  recent  aft  of  violence 
committed  by  the  court  had  not  agitated  them  too 
much  to  take  an  examplary  notice  of  the  oficnfivc, 
though  contemptible  bravado.  They  came  to  three  ro- 
folutions  on  the  qucftion  of  tlie  imprifonment :  lirft,  to 
proceed  m  no  hufmcfs  till  they  were  righted  in  their 
privileges :  Secondly,  to  turn  themfelvcs  into  ,i  grand 

,1,,'Z''"?","'"  °^!'""''"  ""I"  "'*='  ""'  ■'"O^^"  to  Sir  John  Elliot  <t 
tlic  time  of  tlie  conference. 
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Ana.  i6i6.    committee,  to  confider  of  the  beft  means  to  effeft  it : 
And,  thirdly,  that  none  fhould  leave  the  committee  with- 
out afking  leave.     The  following  proteftation,  taken  by 
all  the  members  of  the  houfe,  was  the  refult  of  their 
Proteftation  of  dcbatc  i  "  I  protcft  bcforc  Almighty  God,  and  this  houfe 
AeCommons.  ^^  parliament,  that  I  never  gave  confent  that  Sir  Dudley 
Diggs  fhould  fpeak  thefe  words  that  he  is  now  charged 
withal,  or  any  words  to  that  efFedt ;  and  I  have  not  af- 
firmed to  any  that  he  did  fpeak  fuch  words,  or  any  to 
that  effed."     This  matter  had  been  much  debated  in 
the  upper  houfe:    The  duke  of  Buckingham  had  af- 
firmed there,  that  words  fo  far  trenching  on  the  king's 
honour,  that  they  were  interpreted  treafonable,  had  been 
fpoken  in   the  late  conference  by  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  *. 
This   occafioned  a   voluntary   proteftation    of    thirty-fix 
lords,  that  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  did  not  fpeak  any  thing  at 
the  conference  which  did  or  might  trench  on  the  king> 
honour. 


Charles  now  found  that  he  had  acEled  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  falfe  reprefentation,  and  was  not  a  little 
afliamed  of  his  precipitation  :  He  rcftored  both  tlie 
members  to  their  liberty  f,  and  fent  the  Commons  word 

•  The  Lord  Holland,  a  profefled  creature  of  Buckingham,  was  the 
only  peer  that  fided  with  him  in  this  accufation. 

t  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  was  firft  enlarged,  and  the  Commons  informed 
rhat  Sir  John  Elliot  was  detained  for  matters  extra-judicial  to  that 
houfe.  Of  this  word  extra-judicial  the  Commons  defired  an  explana- 
tion ;  which  being  refufed,  they  voted  an  adjournment  for  a  day: 
This  adjournment  fhewing  Charles  that  they  were  determined  to  have 
full  fatisfaaion,  he  gave  way  to  the  releafe  of  Sir  John  Elliot.  In.  the 
cafe  of  the  imprifonment  of  thefe  members  the  judges  had  given 
their  opinion  that  that  reflraint  was  an  arrcO:  of  the  whole  body  of 
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that  he  was  fully  fatisfied  that  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  had  Ana.  ,6a6. 
not  fpoken  the  words  with  which  he  had  been  charged. 
Sir  Dudley  Diggs  protcfled  the  like  on  his  return  to  the 
houfe;  and  Sir  John  Elliot  made  an  elegant  fenfible 
fpeech  in  anfwcr  to  the  virulent  accufation  of  Carleton, 
in  which  he  defended  what  he  had  faid  at  the  confer- 
ence. It  was  then  refolved  on  the  queftion,  that  neither 
Sir  John  Elliot,  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  nor  the  other  mem- 
bers, had  exceeded  tlie  commiffion  given  them  in  the 
management  of  the  impeachment. 

Sir  Dudley  Carleton  was  rewarded  with  a  peerage  for 
the  fpeech  he  had  lately  made  againft  the  condud  of 
the  two  managers.  To  the  Commons  he  had  fully  ex- 
plained the  meaning  of  new  councils,  and  by  this  ex- 
planation had  proved  to  them  the  neceffity  they  lay  un- 
der of  exerting  their  utmoil  efforts  to  limit  a  power 
^which  had  avowed  projects  to  deftroy  the  bulwark  of 
the  conftitution,  and  level  the  flate  of  the  fubjed  to  ab- 
tfolute  ilavery. 


Whilst  Buckingham's  profecution  was  yet  depend-  B-^ckinghanr 
ing,  the  chancellorfliip  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  cttoftam- 
became  vacant   by  the   death  of   the  carl   of  Suffolk :  ^"'^^'• 
The  univerfity  paid  a   moil  acceptable  compliment   to 
inajefly,  by  eleding  Buckingham  their  chancellor  at  the 
time  that  he  lay  under  the  heavy  cenfure  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  *.     That  refpedable  power  thought  them- 

the  Commons,  no  reafon  being  given  to  that  houfe  for  it.     Saujitler^ 
Son's  Hifl.  of  Charles  L  fol.  ed.   1658,  p.  45. 

*  Though  the  court  made  great  intereft  to  obtain  this  eleftion  for 
Buckingham,  he  carried  it  but  by  five  voices.     The  king  wrote  the 
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16x6.  felves  grofly  affronted  by  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  were 
On  the  point  of  fending  a  letter  to  the  univerfity,  to  fig- 
nify  their  difpleafure,  and  to  require  them  to  fend  pro- 
per  perfons  to  inform  them  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  eledbion  was  carried.  Charles  interfered,  and  after 
fome  meffages  had  pafifed  on  this  occafion  between  him 
and  the  Commons,  they  dropped  the  affair. 

The  Lords  at  length  fecmed  to  have  caught  fome- 
thing  of  the  fpirit  which  had  acluatcd  the  members  of 
the  lower  houfe  during  this  whole  fclTions.  After  hav- 
ing entered  into  all  the  defigns  of  the  miniftry  in  re- 
gard to  the  intended  military  operations  ;  after  having 
file  wed  their  zeal  for  this  bufinefs  by  reprefenting  to 
the  Commons  the  immediate  ncceflity  for  haftening  the 

following  letter  to  the  univerfity,    on  the  fubjed  of  their  compli- 
ance: 

«*  Trufty  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well ; 

"  Whereas  upon  our  pleafure,  intimated  unto  you  by  the  biihop 
of  Durham,  for  the  choice  of  your  chancellor,  you  have  with  much 
duty,  as  wc  expeded,  highly  fatisfied  us  in  your  elcdion  ;  we  cannot 
in  our  princely  nature  (who  are  much  pofTefled  with  this  teftimony  6f 
your  ready  and  loyal  aflfedions)  but  for  ever  let  you  know  how  much 
you  are  therein  made  partakers  of  our  royal  approbation  •,  and  as  we 
ihall  ever  conceive  th^t  an  honour  done  to  a  perfon  we  favour  is  out 
of  a  loyal  relped  had  unto  ouriclf,  and  as  we  fliall  ever  juftify  Buck- 
ingham worthy  of  this  your  eletftion,  fo  fliall  you  find  the  fruits  of 
it.  For  that  we  have  found  him  a  faithful  fervant  to  our  dear  father 
of  blefied  memory,  and  ourfelf,  cannot  but  undertake  that  he  will 
prove  fuch  a  one  to  you,  and  will  alTifl  him  with  a  gracious  willing- 
nefs  in  any  thing  that  may  concern  the  good  of  the  univerfity  in  ge- 
neral, or  the  particular  merits  of  any  ftudent  there."  Franklin's  Amals^ 
1681,  p.  185,^/^^. 
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fiipply  *  5    after  a  tame  acquiefcence  with  all  the  irre-  Ann.  1626* 
gular  proceedings   of  the  crown,  the   infringement  of 
their  privileges  by  the  reftraints  laid  on  Briftol  and  the 
bifliop  of  Lincoln ;  they  were  now  animated  into  a  kind 
of  contention  by  the  imprifonment  of  the  earl  of  Arun- 
del, who  was  fent  to  the  Tower  on  fufpicion  of  having 
been  confenting  to  a  ftolen  marriage  between  the  earl 
of  Maletravers,  his  cldcft  fon,  and  the  duke  of  Lenox's 
fifterf.     On  the  fcarching  of  precedents,    they  found 
but  one  of  a  peer's  being  committed  whilft  the  parlia- 
ment was  fitting,  without  a  previous  trial  of  the  Lords 
in   parliament.     This   occafioned   a  petition,,  in  which 
tlicy  informed  Charles  that  they  found  it  to  be  their  un-  t^nt?tht 
doubted  privilege  that  no  lord  of  parliament,  the  par-  ?;!  °^  ^^"'"'- 
iiament  littmg,  or  withm  the  ufual  times  of  privilege  "^'"'• 
of   parliament,    Ihould  be  reflrained,  without  fentence 
or  order  of  the  houfe,  unlefs  for  trcafon,  felony,  or  for 
refufmg  to  give  furety  for  the  peace.      Receiving  no  an- 
fwer  to  this,  they  fent  up  a  fccond  petition  for  a  gra- 
cious and  a  prefent  anfwcr.     The  king  took  up   the 
term  prefent  in  a  very  high  manner,  and  fent  the  Lords 
word  that  when  he  received  a  melTage  fit  to  come  from 
them  to  their  fovereign,  they  fhould  receive  an  anfwer.. 

*  The  earl  of  Pembroke,  lord  chamberlain,  in  a  conference  be- 
tween the  tv/o  houfes,  prefTcd  the  necefTity  of  a  fupply.  The  Lords, 
on  the  king's  requeft,  appointed  a  committee  to  confider  of  the  fafety 
of  the  kmgdom  •,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was,  that  one  fleet 
be  prefently  fent  to  fea  againll  the  king  of  Spain  ;  that  another  be 
icnt  to  defend  our  own  coafls  and  merchants  from  pirates;  and  that 
conlid.ration  be  had  of  maintainii.g  the  armies  under  the  king  of 
Denmark  and  count  Mansfeldt. 

t  Some  fufpicions  which  Buckingham  had  entertained  againfl  the 
carl  of  Arundel  was  the  true  caufe  of  his  confinement.     Guthrie, 
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The  Lords  had  the  condefcenfion  to  fend  another  petition 
with  the  word  prefent  left  out:  But  this  not  meeting 
with  a  fatisfadlory  anfwer,  on  the  Commons  having  ob- 
tained the  releafe  of  their  members,  a  fourth  petition 
was  fent  up  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
carl  of  Arundel.  The  Lords  in  this  petition  obferved, 
that  the  Commons  had  fpeedily  obtained  the  fame  kind 
of  favour,  which  had  been  as  yet  denied  to  their  re- 
peated folicitations.  Charles  replied,  that  he  had  things 
of  great  importance  againll  the  earl  of  Arundel,  which 
it  would  much  prejudice  his  affairs  to  make  known  ; 
that  as  foon  as  pofTible  they  fhould  be  informed  of  the 
caufe,  which  was  fuch  that  he  was  certain  they  would 
not  conllrue  his  confinement  to  be  a  breach  of  their  pri- 
vileges. The  Lords  continuing  to  receive  evafive  an- 
fwers,  without  either  obtaining  the  enlargement  of  their 
member,  or  the  knowlcgc  of  his  crime,  came  to  a  re- 
folution  to  adjourn  till  they  were  righted  in  their  privi- 
leges. This  refolution  produced  the  immediate  deliver- 
ance of  the  earl  of  Arundel. 

Besides  this  exertion,  the  Lords  had  fent  up  a  pcti- 
tition,  rcprefcnting  their  difgufl  at  Englifh  commoners 
being  dignified  with  Scotch  and  Irifh  titles,  and  that 
the  Englifh  noblemen,  poflefling  real  privileges,  fhould 
be  obliged  to  give  place  to  nominal  titles  of  fuperior 
clafs.  Thefe  important  trifles  had  occafioned  a  like  ap- 
plication in  the  laft  reign,  and  with  the  fame  fucccfs, 
Charles  promifing  in  general  to  take  order  for  a  regu- 
lation. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham  now  gave  in  his  plea  to 
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ifie  impeachment  made  againfl  him  by  the  Commons  :  Am.  1626. 
His  anfwer  to  the  feveral  articles  were  fpecious,  though 
little  fatisfadloiy ;  fome  of  them  he  denied,  others  he 
endeavoured  to  vindicate,  pleading  example,  the  inclina- 
tion and  the  commands  of  the  fovereign ;  to  the  article 
of  accumulating  honours  and  wealth  upon  his  family, 
the  natural  bonds  of  duty  and  afFedtion.  As  this  caufe 
never  came  to  a  trial,  it  is  impofTible  to  give  an  explicit 
determination  on  thofe  points  which  were  abfolutely  de^ 
nied  by  the  party  accufcd  *. 

At  this  time  the  Commons  fent  up  a  petition  on  the 
non-performance  of  tlic  king's  promife   to  the  parlia- 
ment at  Oxford,  to  remove  from  all  places  of  authority 
fuch  perfons  as  were  convicted  or  fufpedted  of  poper}". 
A  lifl  of  eighty-eight,  now  employed  in  places  of  trufl,  If^^^i  "'^ 
was  inferted  in  the  body  of  the  petition.     Charles,  en-  *86. 
raged  at  this  reproof,  and  impatient  at  the  endlefs  de- 
lays of  what  he  termed  the  necefTities  of  the  flate,  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  fpeaker,  in  which  he  requires  him  to  fig- 
nify  to  the  houfc  that  he  expedled  the  bill  of  fubfidies 
to  be  brought  in  forthwith,  without  delay  or  condition; 
if   not   it  would  force  him   to  take  other  refolutions. 
To  this   threatening  mefTage  the  Commons  returned  a 
fpirited  anfwer,  accompanying  it  with  a  petition  for  the  loL'peSion . 
removal  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham  from  accefs  to  the  ?.?ainftBuck- 

1  r  r^t  Ingham. 

royal  prefence.     The  arguments  they  made  ufe  of  to 
perfuade  the  king  to  this  condefcenfion  are  remarkably 

At  this  time  the  lord  Conway  made  his  reply  to  the  articles  al- 
leged againft  him  by  Briftol :  His  anfwer  was  an  evafive  one,  and  too 
immaterial  to  be  inferted  in  this  hiftory. 
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refpeAful  and  afFecflionate :  "  Your  majefly,  fay  they, 
hath  been  pleafed  to  give  many  royal  tefUmonies  and 
arguments  to  the  world  how  good  and  gracious  a 
mailer  you  are ;  but  the  relation  by  which  your  majefly 
Hands  towards  your  people  do  far  tranfcend  and  are 
more  prevalent  and  binding  than  any  relation  of  a 
mailer  towards  a  fervant ;  and  to  hear  and  fatisfy  the 
juft  and  neceflary  defires  of  your  people  is  more  ho- 
nourable than  any  expreflions  of  grace  to  a  fervant.  To 
be  a  mailer  of  a  fervant  is  communicable  to  many  of 
your  fubjedls ;  to  be  a  king  of  a  people  is  regal,  and 
incommunicable  to  fubje(5ls." 

This  petition  determined  Charles  to  a  fudden  difTolu- 
tion  of  the  parliament.  The  Commons  hailencd  to 
draw  up  a  remonilrance  againfl  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, as  the  prime  grievance  of  the  flate ;  againil  the 
imprifonment  of  their  members,  contrary  to  the  privi- 
lege of  the  houle ;  and  the  illegal  taking  of  tonnage 
and  poundage,  without  confent  of  parUament.  This 
lail  they  reprefcnted  as  the  cffctSt  of  new  councils,  fo 
often  threatened  by  his  majefly,  and  explained  by  one  .of 
their  own  members  *- 


The  revenue  of  tonnage  and  poundage  had  been 
fometimes  fettled  on  the  fovereign  during  life ;  fome- 
times  it  had  been  limited,  and  renewed  from  period  to 
period,  as  a  kind  of  memorial  that  the  rcprcfcntativcs 
of  the  people  preferved  the  power  of  confent  to  this  as 
to  other  taxes.     The  exorbitant  impofitions  on  mcrchan- 


♦  Sir  Dudley  Carleton. 
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dize  durmg  the  two  preceding  reigns,  a  grievance  which  Ann,  1626. 
had  been  frequently  and  fruitlefsly  complained  of  by 
the  lower  houfe,  with  fome  oppreflive  ones  laid  on  by 
Charles,  obliged  the  Commons  to  retain  this  check  on 
the  rapacious  cxadions  of  the  crown,  and  a  bill  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  limited  to  a  year,  was  brought  in 
the  firfl  feffions  of  his  firfl  parliament :  The  Lords  re- 
fufed  to  pafs  the  bill  widi  this  limitation,  and  Charles 
continued  to  exadl  tonnage  and  poundage,  without  be- 
ing authorized  by  the  legal  confent  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons. 

The  Commons    were  preparing  a  bill  againfl   this 
proceeding  ;  but  hearing  that  diey  were  fuddenly  to  be 
difTolved,  they  haflily  drew  up  their  remonflrance  and 
declaration,    and  every  member,    by   an   order  of  the 
houfe,  was  to  have  a  copy  of  it  delivered  to  him.  When 
the  king's  intention  to  difTolve  the  parliament  was  made 
known  to  the  Lords,  they  fent  a  very  prefTmg,   though 
inefFedlual  petition,  to  difTuade  him  from  this  precipitate 
meafure.     The  king  returned  anfwer  to  the  Lords  that 
came  to  interceed  for  a  longer  fitting,  that  he  would 
not  defer  his  refolution,  no,  not  a  minute.     A  commif- 
fion  was  immediately  fent  down  to  put  an  end  to  the 
parliament,  and  the  fame  day  the  earl  of  Arundel  was  Sanderfcn', 
confined  to  his  houfe,   and  the  earl  of  Briflol  to  thecwi«pc8 
Tower.  '^  ' 

Charles  publifhed  a  declaration,  fetting  forth  ihe 
caufes  for  afTembling  and  difTolving  the  two  lafl  par- 
liaments. The  whole  of  it  is  a  narration  of  the  fre- 
quent  and  fruitlefs  demands  he  had  made  for  a  fupply, 
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Am,  i6j^  -with  many  reproaches  on  the  Commons  for  their  deter- 
mined inflexibility,  and  many  impotent  attempts  to  juf- 
tify  his  own  intemperate  proceedings,  and  to  blacken 
the  condu(5l  of  the  lower  houfe  *.  The  well-known 
fads,  and  rational  principles,  flrongly  urged  in  their 
remonftrance,  were  unanfwered.  This  fpirited  perform- 
ance dire<5ted  the  people  to  make  a  proper  comment  on 
the  king's  reafons  for  diflblving  the  two  parliaments  : 
That  of  Oxford  to  preclude  from  the  next  the  leading 
popular  members ;  and  this  laft  through  fear  of  the  ill 
fuccefs  which  might  attend  the  favourite  on  the  deter- 
mination of  his  impeachment.  After  having  reprefented 
the  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the  crown,  and  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  as  the  prime  caufe  of  all  grievances,  it 
vof  v7f^'^  concludes  with  this  pathetic  addrefs  to  the  king:  "  Give 
318,  &feq.  us  then  leave,  moil  dear  fovereign,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  Commons,  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  your  facred  ma- 
jefty,  mod  humbly  to  befeech  you,  even  for  the  honour 
of  Almighty  God,  whofe  religion  is  diredtly  undermined 
by  the  practice  of  that  party  which  the  duke  fupports ; 
for  your  honour,  which  will  be  much  advanced  in  the 
relieving  of  your  people  in  this  their  great  and  general 
grievance ;  for  the  honour,  fafety,  and  welfare  of  your 
kingdom,  which  by  this  means  is  threatened  with  al- 
moft  unavoidable  dangers;  and  for  the  love  which  your 
majefty,  as  a  good  and  loving  father,  bears  unto  your 
good  people  (by  whom,  we  profefs  in  the  prefence  of 

*  •  The  declaration  has  this  remarkable  exordium,  that  the  kins:  was 

prompted  by  his  inclination  to  juftify  his  conduft  to  his  fubjeds,  biit 
that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  bound  to  give  an  account  of  his  royal 
aftions  to  any  but  to  God,  who  had  committed  to  his  charge  thefe 
realms  and  dominions.    Farliam.  Hjfi,  vol.  VII.  p.  300. 
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Almighty  God,  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  you  are  as  Ann.  1626. 
highly  efteemed  and  beloved  as  ever  any  of  your  prede* 
cefTors  were)  that  you  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
remove  this  perfon  from  accefs  to  your  facred  prefence  ; 
and  that  you  would  not  balance  this  one  man  with  all 
thefe  things,  and  with  the  affairs  of  the  Chriftian  world, 
which  do  all  fuffer  fo  far  as  they  have  relation  to  this 
kingdom,  chiefly  by  his  means.  For  we  protefl:  to  your 
majefty,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that  until  this  great 
perfon  be  removed  from  intermeddling  with  the  great 
affairs  of  ftate,  we  are  out  of  hope  of  any  good  fuccefs ; 
and  do  fear  that  any  money  we  fliall  or  can  give,  will, 
tlirough  his  mif-employment,  be  turned  rather  to  the 
hurt  and  prejudice  of  this  your  kingdom,  than  other- 
wife,  as  by  lamentable  experience  we  have  found  in 
thofe  large  fupplies  formerly  and  lately  given.  But  no 
fooner  fhall  we  receive  redrefs  and  relief  in  this  (which 
of  all  others  is  our  moft  infupportable  grievance),  but 
we  fhall  forthwith  proceed  to  accomplifh  your  majefty's 
own  deflre  for  fupply  j  and  likewife  with  all  chearful- 
nefs  apply  ourfelves  to  the  perfedling  of  divers  other 
great  things,  fuch  as  we  think  no  one  parliament  in 
one  age  can  parallel,  tending  to  the  ftability,  wealth; 
flrength,  and  honour  of  this  your  kingdom,  and  the 
fupport  of  your  friends  and  allies  abroad :  And  we 
doubt  not  but,  through  God's  blefllng,  as  you  are  the 
beft,  fo  you  fhall  be  the  beft-beloved  and  greateft  mo- 
narch that  ever  fat  on  the  royal  throne  of  this  famous 
kingdom/' 
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yioknt  meafures  of  the  court JVar  with  France ,Expedi- 

tion  to  the  IJle  of  Rbe DiJ^refed  fiate  of  the  Rochellers. 

Third  parliament Petition  of  right Prorogation  of 

the  parliament, 

Ann.  i6a6.  /CHARLES  and  the  Commons  had  parted  with  all  the 
^^  marks  of  diflatisfaaion,  diftnift,  and  animofity, 
that  could  be  decently  or  fafely  exprefled  by  either 
party.  This  bufy  parliament  was  prematurely  diflblved, 
before  one  public  meafure  had  been  determined,  or  one 
ftatute  enaded  ;  and  this  at  a  crifis  when  the  king's  fo- 
reign  engagements,  and  the  more  interefling  concerns 
of  perfonal  honour,  rendered  the  dilTolution  of  the  par- 
liament  a  meafure  liable  to  conftrudlions  of  the  moft 
infamous  nature  ;  at  a  period  when  filial  piety,  and  a 
juft  regard  for  honeft  fame,  exafted  a  ftricfl  enquiry  into 
the  criminal  accufation  of  poifon,  flrongly  hinted  at  in 
one  of  the  anicles  of  Buckingham's  impeachment.  But 
fo  great  was  the  fond  infatuation  of  this  imprudent 
prince,  that,  to  refcue  his  favourite  from  the  ilTue  of 
a  legal  trial,  he  plunged  into  inextricable  difficulties, 
and  incurred  the  odium  of  being  an  accomplice  with  a 
man  whofe  anions  could  not  ftand  the  teft  of  examina- 
tion. Irreparable  was  the  wound  that  this  precipitate 
ftep  gave  to  Charles's  reputation  ;  and,  to  fubjea  it  Hill 
more  to  fufpicion,  a  kind  of  mock  proccfs  was  carried 
on  in  the  ftar-chamber  againfl  Buckingham,  for  high 
offences  and  mifdemeanors,  and  in  particular  for  hav- 
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ing  adminiftered  medicines  to  the  late  king.     The  ridi-  Ann.  1626. 
culoufnefs  of  this  expedient  was  heightened  by  the  af- 
fair's being  dropt  before  it  came  to  a  judicial  hearing. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  king  publifhed  his  decla- 
ration, a  proclamation  was  iiTued  for  fuppreffing  the 
remonftrance  of  the  Commons.  This  adl  of  power  was 
confidered  by  the  public  in  a  light  that  did  little  honour 
to  the  royal  caufe. 

Resolutely  as  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  with- 
flood  the  haughty  demands  of  the  king,  it  is  very  ap- 
parent that  had  he  been  prevailed  on  to  drop  his  unpo- 
pular attachment,  and  to  retracfl  his  arbitrary  mefTages 
and  fpeeches,  their  grants  would  have  been  liberal.  Af- 
ter the  impeachment  was  fettled,  they  had  added  a 
fourth  fubfidy  to  the  three  already  voted,  and  were 
drawing  a  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  when  the 
king's  lad  peremptory  letter  gave  an  entire  change  to 
their  debates,  and  produced  that  petition  againft  Buck- 
ingham which  occalioned  the  hafty  dilTolution  of  the 
parliament. 

Charles's  cabinet-council  was  compofed  of  men  who 
owed  the  whole  advancement  of  their  fortune  to  the 
favourite  :  Laud,  now  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells ;  Neil, 
bifliop  of  Winchefter  ;  Conway,  the  fecretary  of  {late ; 
and  Wefton,  the  lord-treafurer ;  men  of  weak  heads  1 
and  bigoted  principles ;  who,  befides  their  attachment  to 
a  dcfperate  minifter,  were,  from  their  particular  preju- 
dices, violently  bent  to  oppofe  the  temper  of  the  times; 
yet,  dcftitute  of  thofe  miniflerial  arts  that  cajole  into 
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Ann.  i6z6.  acquiefcencc  the  eafy  multitude  j  force  was  the  only  ex- 
pedient which  miniilers  of  fuch  limited  capacities  could 
pra6life  to  render  the  people  obedient,  under  the  prefent. 
unpopular  fyftem  of  government.  Buckingham,  ever 
averfe  to  moderate  counfels,  was  now  rendered  furious 
by  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  the  Commons. 
Charles,  with  the  difadvantages  of  inexperience,  a  pecu- 
liar obftinacy  of  temper,  and  a  blind  attachment  to  his 
favourite,  had  conceived  an  ineffable  contempt  for  po- 
pular privileges,  with  the  mofl  exalted  notions  of  fub- 
lime  authority  in  princes :  Conceflions  he  looked  upon 
as  derogations  to  the  honour  of  a  king,  and  oppofition 
in  fubjedls  as  fuch  a  flagrant  breach  of  divine  and  mo- 
ral laws,  that  it  called  down  from  Heaven  a  fure  and 
heavy  vengeance  on  the  aggreflbr.  The  Deity  he  re- 
garded as  in  a  manner  bound  to  defend  the  facred  caufe 
of  majeily.  Thefe  opinions  were  corroborated  by  the 
fulfome  do(5lrine  which  was  continually  broached  by 
the  ecclefiaftical  parafites  that  furrounded  him.  Such 
being  the  prejudices  of  this  infatuated  monarch,  he 
was  carried  with  the  utmoft  facility  into  meafures  that 
had  never  been  pradtifed  but  by  the  weakeft  and*  the 
mofl  indifcreet  of  his  predeceilbrs ;  meafures  which  had 
almoil  always  been  attended  with  perfonal  deftrudtion. 


\^Tiuiock,  Th  e  threat  which  Charles  had  made  to  the  Commons 

p-  7»  eq*  q£  j^g^  counfels  was  now  put  in  execution  :  The  privy 
council,  compofed  of  fervile  dependants  on  Buckingham, 
made  no  difficulty  to  refolve  that  the  king  might  con- 
tinue to  take  duties  upon  goods  and  merchandize,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  had  been  levied  in  the  late 
reign.     On   this  refolution  a  proclamation  was  iffued, 

com- 
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•commanding  the  fubjed  to  fubiflit  to  this  tax,  under  the  Ann.  iCz&i 
penalty  of  imprifonment.     A  commiffion  was  openly 
granted  to  the  archbifhop  of  York  and  others  to  com- 
pound with  recufants,  and  treat  for  a  difpenfation  of 
the    penal    laws     enadled    againft    them.     A    loan    of 
100,000  1.  having  been  refufed  by  the  city  of  London, 
that  city  and  all  the  maritime  towns  were  required  to 
provide  a  certain  number  of  armed  veflels,  to  conftitute 
a  fleet.      For  the  legality  of  this  demand,  Noy,  a  once 
popular  lawyer,  but  now  corrupted  by  the  promife  of 
court-preferment,    had   rummaged  up   feveral    obfelete 
precedents,  taken  from  the  moll  tyrannical  times;  pre- 
cedents in  fome  meafure  warranted  by  immediate  necef- 
fity,  but  which  could  with  no  propriety  be  adapted  to 
the  prefent  circumflances.     Not  only  the  city  of  London, 
which  was  rated  at  twenty  (hips,  but  the  deputy-lieute- 
nants and  juftices  of  the  peace  of  Dorfetfhire,  remon- 
flrated  againft  the  impofition.     Tliey  were  fharpLy  re- 
proved by  the  council,  and  told,  that  ftate-occafions  and 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  in  times  of  extraordinary 
danger,  were  not  to  be  guided  by  ordinary  precedents  ; 
that  the  precedents  of  former  times  were  obedience,  not 
diredlion,  and  that  precedents  were  not  wanting  for  the 
puniftiment  of  thofe  that  difobeyed  his  majefty's  com- 
mand, fignified  by  that  board.      Thefe  threats  terrified 
the  parties  into  immediate  fubmiffion.     Several  inhabit- 
ants of  the  maritime  towns,  to  exempt  themfelves  from 
the   impofition,  had  withdrawn  to  inland  places ;    but 
they  were  all  commanded  to  return  to  their  foraier  fet- 
tlements.     A  benevolence  was  demanded  from  all  ranks  Runiworth, 
of  people.      To  prevent  the  danger  of  a  vigorous  oppo-  ^*  ^^ 
fition   to   thefe   exadions,    commiflions   were   given    to 
*  the 
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Ann.  1626.  the  lords  lieutenants  of  the  feveral  counties  to  mufter 
the  fubje(5ls  able  to  bear  arms,  and  array  them  in  mar- 
tial order,  fit  to  lead  out  againft  public  enemies,  rebels, 
traitors,  and  their  adherents,  within  the  counties  of  their 
lieutenancy  ;  to  reprefs,  flay,  and  fubdue  them ;  and  to 
execute  martial  law,  fparing  and  putting  to  death  ac- 
cording to  difcretion. 

To  deceive  the  public  into  a  belief  that  thcfe  formi- 
dable proceedings  were  neceflary  to  fccure  the  fafety  of 
the  realm,  general  fails  were  proclaimed,  and  the  fol- 
lowing reafon  fpecified  ;  namely,  **  To  divert  the  judg- 
ments of  God,  threatening  this  land  with  a  powerful 
invafion."  The  engine  religion  was  here  introduced  in 
vain  ;  the  pretence  was  too  fhallow  to  impofe  even  on 
the  mofl  ignorant :  It  was  no  fecret  to  the  public  that 
though  Charles  had  rafhly  and  wantonly  provoked  the 
Spaniard  by  an  ill-c(Midu<5led  attack  on  Cadiz,  yet  that 
monarch  had  given  no  ground  to  fufpedl  that  he  in- 
tended to  revenge,  by  a  fimilar  enterprize,  the  impotent 
attempt ;  and  England  had  not  yet  incurred  the  refent- 
ment  of  any  other  naval  power. 

Rapin,  Amono  the  many  expedients  pradlifed  by  the  mini- 

voi.x.p.io8.  ^j^  jQ  raife  money,  the  crown-lands  were  granted  to 
be  holden  in  fee-farm;  a  meafure  ruinous  to  the  future 
intereft  of  the  fovereign.  But  this  confideration  had  no 
weight  with  Charles  ;  he  had  projected  fchemes  to  de- 
ftroy  the  right  of  mum  ^  tuum  throughout  the  land,  and 
to  fubjedt  the  whole  property  of  the  fubjeft  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  crown. 

The 
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The  meafures  the  government  had  yet  ufcd  did  not  Ann.  •626>- 
•  produce  a  fupply  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  mo- 
narch. Benevolence-money  came  in  very  flowly,  and 
the  whole  nirion  fhewed  fuch  a  reludance  to  comply 
with  the  arbitrary  tax,  that  the  miniftry  were  obliged 
to  pradife  compulfive  methods  to  enforce  obedience. 

■  I 

r 

An  important  battle  which  was  at  this  time  fought 
in  Germany,  between  the  king  of  Denmark  and  the 
Imperialifts,  put  an  end,  for  a  time,  to  the  difputes  on 
the  continent.  Tlic  .emperor  had  raifed  three  armies  to 
oppofe  three  divifions  of  the  allied  forces,  under  the 
king  of  Denmark,  count  Mansfeldt,  and  Chriflian  duke 
of  Brunfwick.  Two  of  them  were  commanded  by  the 
able  generals,  Tilly  and  Watlenftein.  Mansfeldt  was 
defeated  by  Wallcnftcin,  and  his  army  alnK)fl  all  cut  to 
pieces.  The  lofs  to  the  allies  was  irreparable,  by  the 
death  of  Mansfeldt,  and  that  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
which  foon  followed  this  event.  The  king  of  Denmark, 
the  only  remaining  commander,  was  afterv/ards  attacked 
by  Tilly,  and  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  fix  thoufand    « u  .     * 

■V.  1        11     1    •  28tn    .'iuguft, 

men  ^,  and  all  his  cannon  and  bacrs-aire. 

When  the  news  of  this   difaftcr  arrived  in  England,  Rufhwonh, 
the  miniilry  redoubled  their  efforts   to  get  money:  A  &fe^:^"^'^' 
Joan  was  exafted  to  the  full  proportion  of  the  four  fub- 
fidics   and  three  fifteenths  voted  lafl  parliament.      The 

*  Three  thoufand  were  killed,  and  three  thoufand  taken  prifbners. 
Six  thouUnd  foot  foldlerc,  in  the  fervice  of  the  States,  were  remanded, 
and  fent  to  join  the  king  of  Denmark,  bcfidcs  tliirtecn  hundred  foot, 
which  were  fent  from  England.     RuJInvortb,  vol.  1.  p.  421. 
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Ann.  1626,  nobility  and  officers  of  the  crown  were  recommended  ta 
fet  an  example  of  obedience,  and  to  repair  to  their  fevc* 
ral  counties,  to  promote  that  difpofition  in  others.  On 
this  occafion  Sir  Randolph  Crew,  a  very  worthy  magi- 
flrate,  not  (hewing  a  zeal  for  the  bufinefs,  was  difmifTed 
from  his  office  of  lord  cliief  juflice,  and  Sir  Nicholas 
Hyde,  a  lawyer  of  a  tried  compliant  conducft,  fuccecded 
in  his  room.  He  had  rendered  himfelf  peculiarly  me- 
litorious  by  the  pains  he  had  taken  in  drawing  Buck- 
ingham's anfwer  to  his  impeachment.  Thcfe  following 
inilru(5lions,  among  divers  others,  were  given  to  the 
comn\iffioners  appointed  to  levy  the  loan: 

"  That  they  treat  apart  with  every  one  of  thole  that 
are  to  lend,  and  not  in  the  prefence  or  hearing  of  any 
other,  unlefs  they  fee  caufe  to  the  contrary  ;  and  if  any 
ihall  refiile  to  lend,  and  fhall  make  delays  and  excufes, 
tliat  they  examine  fuch  peribns  upon  oath  whether  they 
have  been  dealt  withal  to  refufe  to  lend,  or  make  an 
cxcufe  for  not  lending  ?  who  hath  dealt  fb  with  them  ^ 
and  wliat  fpeeches  he  or  they  have  ufed  tending  to  that 
purpofc  ?  and  that  they  fhall  alfo  charge  every  fuch  per- 
Ibn,  in  his  majefty's  name,  upon  his  allegiance,  not  to 
difclofe  to  any  other  what  his  anfwer  was  l 


"  That  they  endeavour  to- difcover  whether  any,  pub- 
lickly  or  underhand,  be  workers  or  pcrfuadcrs  of  others 
to  dillent  from  this  courfc,  or  hinder  the  good  difpofi- 
tion of  others  ;  and  tliat,  as  much  as  they  may,  they 
hinder  all  difcourfc  alx>ut  it  ;  and  certify  to  the  privy 
council  in  writing  the  names,  qualities,  and  dwelling- 
j^aces  of  all  fuch  refractory  perfons,  with  all  fpced,  and 
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efpecially  if  they  fhall  difcover  any  combination  or  con-  Ann.  i6«6. 
federacy  againil  thefe  proceedings." 

So  vain  an  attempt  to  fecrecy,  with  the  mixture  of 
craft  and  tyranny  found  in  thefe  inflrudbions,  expofed 
to  the  public  as  well  the  weaknefs  as  the  villainy  of 
their  governors.  Many  knights  and  gentlemen  that  rc- 
fufed  to  give  their  money  on  thefe  arbitrary  mandates 
were  put  under  confinement  in  counties  remote  from 
their  abodes.  The  prifons  all  over  the  kingdom  were 
full  of  illuflrious  fufFerers.  Sir  John  Elliot,  confined 
in  the  Gatehoufe,  fent  up  a  well-framed  petition  to  the 
king  for  his  liberty  :  He  fhewed  the  illegality  of  his 
commitment,  grounding  his  requeil  on  feveral  ftatutes 
which  he  cited,  and  by  which  he  demonftrated  that  the 
king  could  not  make  arbitrary  exacflions  on  his  fubjedls, 
nor  could  the  fubjecfls  lawfully  fubmit  to  them  *.  The 
five  following  gentlemen,  Sir  Thomas  Darnel,  Sir  John 
Corbet,  Sir  Walter  Earl,  Sir  John  Hevingham,  and  Sir 
Edmund  Hambden,  refolutely  flood  the  refentment  of 
the  miniflr}'^ ;  and  at  their  own  expence  defended,  by  a 
legal  procefs,  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

The  queflion  whether  a  fubjedt t:ould  be  confined  by  '^a^wortiu! 
the  fpecial  command  of  the  king,  without  afTigning  the 
caufe,  was  brought  to  a  trial  before  the  King's  Bench. 
The  council  for  the  prifoners  were,  Nov,  Selden,  Bram- 
flon,  and  Col  thorp.  Thefe  made  it  appear  that,  by  the 
charter  of  king  John,  and  fix  feveral  flatutes,  no  man 


•  The  Roman  catholics  were  all  extremely  forward  to  comply  with 
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could  be  juftly  imprifoned,  either  by  the  king  or  coun- 
cil, without  a  legal  procefs,  and  that  the  caufe  of  the 
commitment  ouglit  to  be  exprcflcd  in  the  return,  that 
the  judges  might  be  enabled  to  determine  whether  it 
was  a  lawful  one.  Norwirhftanding  thcle  unqueftiona- 
ble  authorities.  Sir  Nicholas  Hyde  gave  it  as  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  court,  that  the  king's  i'pccial  order  for  the 
commitment  was  a  fufficient  caufe  to  make  the  matter 
of  the  return  good  *,  and  that  on  thefe  premifes  the 
prifoners  mull  be  remanded  back  f.  The  proHitution 
of  juftice  in  this  cafe  was  apparent  to  the  whole  nation,, 
and  the  unanfwerable  precedents  and  arguments  J  which 

*  The  other  judges  at  this  time  on  the  bench  were  Dodderidge, 
Jones,  and  Whitelock. 

t  Heath,  the  attorney-general,  prefi^d"  the  court  to  enter  a  gene- 
ral judgment  that  no  bail  could  be  granted  upon  a  commitment  by 
the  king  or  council.  The  judges  refufing  to  go  tluis  far,  the  fame 
Heath,  attorney-general,  that  it  might  Hand  upon  .record  that  any 
fubjed  committed  by  fuch  abfolute  command  might  be  detained  in 
prifon  for  ever,  gave  a  pofitive  dicedion  to  the  clerk  of  this  court  to 
make  a  fpecial  entry  of  a  draught  of  the  judgment.  The  parliament 
meeting  foon  after,  Heath  thought  proper  to  withdraw  the  draught 
from  the  clerk's,  hand.  On  this  Qccafion  Sir  Edward  Coke  made  the 
following  obfervation  in  the  Commons*  houfe :  "'  I  fear,  fays  he,  were 
it  not  for  this  parliiunen^,  that  tbllowed  fo  foon  after  the  form  of 
judgment  was  drawn  up,  there  would  have  been  hard  putting  to  have 
had  it  entered  ;  but  a  parliament  bringeth  judges,  officers,  and  all 
men  into  good  order.!'     Parliam.  Hift.  vol  Vll.  p.  385,  6f  Jeq. 

X  The  principal  arguments  urged  by  the  lawyers  were  thofe  that 
follow : 

"  The  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  faki  ferjeant  Brampfton,  is  the  only 
means  the  fubject  hath  to  obtain  his  liberty  \  and  the  end  of  this  writ 
is  to  return  the  caufe  of  the  imprifonment,  that  it  may  be  examined 
in  this  court  whether  the  parties  ought  to  be  difchar^^fd  or  not ;  but 
.that  cannot  be  done  upon  this  return,  for  the  caulc  of  the  imprifon- 

mcn: 
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iiad  been  urged  by  tlie  fore-mentioned  able  lawyers  oa  Ann.  1626. 

ment  of  this  gentleman,  at  firft,  is  fo  far  from  appearing  particularly 
by  it,  that  there  is  no  caufe  at  all  exprefled  in  it. 

"  This  writ  requires  that  the  caufe  of  the  imprifonment  fhould  be- 
returned ;  and  if  the  caufe  be  not  fpecially  certified  by  it,  yet  fhould 
it  at  the  lead  be  fhewn  in  general,  that  it  may  appear  to  the  judges 
of  the  court ;  and  it  muft  be  exprefled  fo  far,  as  that  it  may  appear  to 
be  none  of  thofe  caufes  for  which,  by  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  the 
fubjcft  ought  not  to  be  imprifoned  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  exprefled  that 
it  was  by  prefentment  or  indidlment,  and  not  upon  petition  or  fu<r- 
gefl:ion  made  to  the  king  and  lords,  which  is  againft  the  fl:atute  made 
in  25.Ed.III.  c.  iv.  42  Ed.  III.  c.  iii. 

"  By  the  ftatute  25  Ed.  III.  c.  iv.  it  is  ordained  and  eftablifhed,  that 
no  man  from  henceforth  fhall  be  taken  by  petition  or  fuggellion  made 
to  the  king  and  lords,  but  by  indidtment  or  courfc  of  law,  and  ac- 
cordingly it  was  enaded,  42  Ed.  III.  c.  iii.  the  title  of  which  ftatute 
is,  None  (hall  be  put  to  anfwer  an  accufation  made  to  the  king,  with- 
out prefentment.     I  befcech  your  lordlhip  to  obferve  the  confcquence- 
of  this  caufe :  If  the  law   be,  that  upon  this  return  this  gentleman- 
fliould  be  remanded,  I  will  not  difpute  whether  or  no  a  man  may  be 
imprifoned  before  he  be  convided  according  to  the  law ;  but  if  this 
return  (hall  be  good,  then  his  imprifonme^nt  fliall  not  continue  for  a- 
time,  but  forever,  and  the  fubje(!:ts  of  this  kingdom  may  be  reftrained 
of  their  liberties  perpetually,  and  by  law  there  can  be  no  remedy  for 
the  fubjcd ;  and  therefore  this  return  cannot  ftand  with  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  or  that  of  Magna  Charta,  nor  with  the  ftatute  of  28  Ed. 
III.  c.  iii.  for  if  a  man  be  not  bailable  upon  this  return,  they  cannot 
have  the  benefit  of  thefe  two  laws,  which  are  the  inheritance  of  the 
fubjed.     If  your  lordihip  fliali  chink  this  to  be  a  fufficient  caufe,  their 
it  goeth  to  a  perpetual  imprifonment  of  the  fubjed;  for  in  all  thofe 
caufes  which  may  concern  the  king's  fubjeds,  and  are  applicable  to 
all  times  and  cafes,  we  are  not  to  refled  upon  the  prefent  time  and 
government,  where  jullice  and   meixy  floweth,    but  we  are  to  look 
what  may  betide  us  in  the  time  to  come.'* 

"  I  v/ili  be  boldj  faid  Mr.  Noy,  to  inform  your  lordfhip,  touching 
the  ftatute  of  Migna  Charta,  c.  xx;x.  Nullus  liber  homo  capiatu',\  vel 
ifnpyj-jnctur^  ^c.  Uir.  fupa- eum  miitimus  nifi_  per  legale  judicium  pcrium 
fuuruiv,.  vd  per  Icgchj  t:rra, 

"  TJiat. 
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Acn  j6»6.     tlic  fide  of  freedom,  opened  the  eyes  of  the  public  to 

"  That  in  thefe  ftatutes  thefe  words,  /»  carcerem,  are  omitted  out 
of  the  printed  books,  for  it  Ihould  be  nee  eum  in  carcerem  mitiimus.  For 
thefe  words,  per  legem  terray  what  lex  terrje  Ihould  be  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  expound,  otherwife  than  I  find  them  to  be  expounded  by 
ads  of  parliament  -,  and  this  is,  that  they  arc  underllood  to  be  the 
procefs  of  the  law,  fometimes  by  writ,  fometimes  by  attachment  of 
the  perfon  ;  but  whether  fpeciale  mandatum  domini  regis  be  intended  by 
that  or  no,  I  leave  it  to  your  lordlhip's  expofition,  upon  two  petitions 
of  the  Commons,  and  anfwer  of  the  king,  in  36  Ed.  III.  n.  9,  n.  20. 

"  In  the  firft  of  them  the  Commons  complain  that  the  Great  Char- 
ter, the  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  and  odier  ftatutes,  were  broken,  and 
they  defire  that,  for  the  good  of  himfelf  and  his  people,  they  might 
be  kept  and  put  in  execution,  and  that  they  might  not  be  infringed 
by  making  arreft  by  fpecial  command  or  otherwife.  And  the  anfwer 
was,  that  the  aflent  of  the  lords  eftablifhed  and  ordained  that  the 
faid  charter  and  other  ftatutes  fliould  be  put  in  execution,  according 
to  the  petition,  and  that  is  without  any  difturbance  by  arreft,  by  fpe- 
cial command,  or  otherwife,  for  it  was  granted  as  it  was  petitioned. 
In  the  fame  year,  for  they  were  very  careful  of  this  matter,  and  it  was 
neceflary  it  ftiould  be  fo,  for  it  was  then  an  ufual  thing  to  take  men 
quihufdam  de  caufis,  and  many  of  thefe  words  caufed  many  ads  of  par- 
liament, and  it  may  be  fome  of  thefe  writs  may  be  ftiewn  ;  and,  I 
fay,  in  the  fame  year,  they  complained  that  men  were  imprifoned  by 
fpecial  command,  and  without  indidtment,  or  legal  courlb  of  law ; 
and  they  defired  that  that  thing  might  no:  be  done  upon  men  by  fpe- 
cial command,  againft  the  Great  Charter. 

"  The  king  makes  anfwer,  that  he  is  well  pleafcd  therewith;  that 
was  the  firft  anfwer :  And  for  the  future  he  hath  added  further.  If 
^ny  man  be  grieved  let  him  complain,  and  right  ftiall  be  done  unto 
him.  This,  my  lord,  is  an  explanation  of  the  Great  Charter,  as  alfo 
the  ftatute  of  37  Ed.  III.  c.  xviii.  is  a  commentary  upon  it,  that  mca 
Ihould  not  be  committed  upon  fuggeftion  made  to  the  king,  without 
•due  proofs  of  law  againft  them  •,  and  fo  it  is  enaded  twice  in  one 
year.  Huffey,  chief  juftice,  faith,  that  Sir  John  Markam  told  king 
Edward  IV.  that  he  could  not  arreft  a  man  upon  fufpicion  of  felony 
4>r  treafon,  as  any  of  his  fubjcds  might  -,  becaufe  if  he  ftiould  wrong  a 
jKon  by  fuch  arreft  die  parties  could  have  no  remedy  againft  him." 

»  *«  Now, 


tfie  knowlege  of  their  juil  rights,  and  the  violation  thofe  Ann.  1626* 

"  Now,  my  lord,  faid  Mr.  Selden,  I  will  fpeak  a  word  or  two  to 
the  matter  of  the  return,  and  that  is  touching  the  imprifonment  per 
fpeciale  mandatum  domini  regis,    by  the  lords  of  the  council,  without 
any  caufe  exprefled  ;  and  admitting  of  any  or  either  of  both  thefe  to 
be  tlie  return,  I  think,  by  the  conftant  and  fettled  laws  of  this  king- 
dom, without  which  we  have  nothing,  no  man  can  be  juftly  impri- 
foned  by  either  of  them,  without  a  caufe  of  the  commitment  ex^ 
prefled  in  the  return.     My  lord,  in  both  the  laft  arguments  the  fta- 
tutes  have  been  mentioned  and  fully  exprefled,  yet  I  will  add  a  little 
to  what  hath  been  faid.     The  ftatute  of  Magna  Charta,  c.  xxix.  that 
ftatute,  if  It  were  fully  executed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  every  man  would 
enjoy  his  liberty  better  than  he  doth.     The  law  faith  expreflv.  No 
man  Ihall  be  miprilbned  without  due  procefs  of  the  law,  out  of  the 
very  body  of  this  ad  of  parliament.     Befides  the  explanation  of  other 
ftatutes,  It  appears,    NuUus  liber  homo  capiatur,    vel  imprifinetur,  nifi 
per  legem  terra.     My  lord,  I  know  thefe  words,  legem  terrje,  do  Lave 
the  queftion  where  it  was,  if  the  interpretation  of  the  ftatute  were  not 
But  I  thmk,  under  your  lordftiip's  favour,  there  it  muft  be  intended 
by  due  courfe  of  law,  to  be  either  by  prefentment  or  indidment. 

«  My  lord,  if  the  meaning  of  thefe  words,  per  legem  te^ra,  wtre 
but  as  we  ufe  to  lay,  according  to  the  laws,  which  leaves  the  matter 
very  uncertam,  ^n^  per  fpeciale  mandatum,  &c.  be  within  the  mean^irr 
of  thefe  words,  according  to  the  law,  then  this  ad  had  done  nothing 
Ihe  ad  is,  no  freeman  fhall  be  imprifoned  but  by  the  law  of  the 
land  i  if  you  will  underftand  thefe  words,  per  legem  terra,  in  the  firft 
fuife,  this  ftatute  will  extend  to  villains,  as  well  as  to  freemen  ;  for 
tf  I  impriion  another  man's  villain,  the  villain  may  have  an  aftion  of 
felle  imprifonment.  But  the  lords  and  the  king,  for  then  they  both 
had  villains,  might  imprifon  them,  and  the  villain  could  have  no  re- 
medy. But  thefe  words  in  the  ftatute,  per  legem  terra,  were  to  the 
freemen,  which  ought  not  to  be  imprifoned  but  by  due  procefs  of 
law  i  and  urtlef&  the  interpretation  fliall  be  this,  the  freeman  ftiall 
have  no  privilege  above  the  villain.  So  that  I  conceive,  my  lord, 
thefe  words,  per  legem  terra,  muft  be  here  io  interpreted  as  in  the 
42  Eliz;  I'hc  bill  is  wortii  the  obferving  ;  it  reciteth  that  divers  per- 
fons,  with'.nt  anv  wnt  or  prtlcntJicnc,  were  caft  into  prifon,  &c.  that 
k  miglu  be  .,iidci:c(i  that  it.  Iliouiu  not  be  done  liereat'ter,.  the  anfwer. 
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Ann.  1626.    rights  had  fuffered  by  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  illegal 
exertions  of  power. 

'there  is,  that  this  is  an  article  of  the  Great  Charter ;  this  fliould  be 
granted.  So  that  it  feems  the  ftatute  is  not  taken  to  be  an  explana- 
tion of  that  of  Magna  Charta,  but  the  very  words  of  the  ftatute  of 
Magna  Charta." 

"  As  concerning  the  matter  of  the  return,  faid  Mr.  Calthrop,  it 
will  reft  upon  thele  parts :  Firft,  whether  the  return  be  that  he  is  de- 
tained in  prifon  by  the  fpecial  commandment  of  our  lord  the  king, 
be  good  or  not,  without  fliewing  the  nature  of  the  commandment,  or 
the  caufe  whereupon  the  commitment  is  grounded  in  the  return.    The 
fccond  is,   whether  the  time  of  the  firft  commitment  by  the  com- 
mandment of  the  king,  not  appearing  to  the  court,  is  fufficient  to 
detain  him  in  prifon.     Thirdly,  whether  the  imprifonment  of  the  fub- 
jeds,  without  caufe  ftiewed,  but  only  by  the  commandment  of  the 
king,    be  warrantable  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm.     As 
unto  the  firft  part,  I  find  by  the  books  of  our  law  that  command- 
ments of  the  king  are  of  feverail  natures ;  by  fome  of  which  the  im- 
prifonment of  a  man's  body  is  utterly  unlawful ;  and  by  others  of 
them,    although  the  imprifonment  may  be  lawful,  yet  the  continu- 
ance   of   him   without  bail   or  mainprize  will    be   utterly  unlawful. 
There  is  a  verbal  command  of  the  king's,  which  is  by  word  of  mouth 
of  the  king  only,  anil  fuch  commandment  by  the  king,  by  the  books 
of  our  law,   will  not  be  fufiicient  either  to  imprifon   a  man,  or  to 
continue  him  in  prifon.     Secondly,  there  is  a  commandment  of  the 
king  by  his  commiflion,  which,  according  unto  Calvin's  cafe   in  the 
feyenth  teport,  it  is  called  by  him  Ifreve  mandaium  non  nmidiabile ;  and 
by  virtue  of  fuch  a  commandment  the  king  may  neither  feizc  the 
goois  of  his  fubjed,  nor  imprifon  his  body,  as  it  is  refolved  in  42 
AIT.  pi.  £.  where  it  is  agreed  by  all  the  juftices,  that  a  c9mmi(rion  to 
take  a  man's  goods,  or  imprifon  his  body,  without  indidment  or  fuit 
of  the  party,  or  otlitr  due  procefs,  is  againft  the  law.     Thirdly,  there 
is  a  commandment  of  the  king  which  is  grounded  upon  a  fuggeftion 
made  to  the  king  or  to  his  council ;   and  if  a  man  be  committed  to 
prifon  by  fuch  a  fuggcftion  by  commandment  of  the  king,  it  is  un- 
k'.vful,  and  not  warranted  by  the  law  of  the  realm.     The  25  Ed.  III. 
c.  iv.  de  proviforibus^  whereas   it  is  contained  in  the  Great  Charter  of 
ihc  franchifcs  of  England,  that  none  Ihall  be  imprifoned  or  arrefted 
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Imprisonment  was  not  the  only  puniffimcht  made  Arm.  1626. 
ufe  of  to   awe   the   difcontented   nation :  Soldiers  were  lo)^T^''\\g^ 

&  feq. 

of  his  freehold  or  of  his  franchifes,  nor  of*his  free  cuftoms,  but  by 
tlie  law  of  the  land. 

"  It  is  awarded,  confented,  and  eftabliflied,  that  from  henceforth 
none  fhall  be  taken  by  petition  or  fuggeftion  made  to  our  foverei^rn 
lord  the  knig,  or  to  his  council,  until  it  be  by  indiftment  or  prefent- 
ment  of  his  good  and  lawful  neighbours  where  fuch  deeds  are  done, 
m  due  manner,  or  by  procefs,  made  by  writ  original  at  the  common 
law.  nor  of  his  freehold,  unlefs  he  be  duly  brought  in,  and  anfwer, 
and  fore-judged  of  the  fame  by  way  of  law;  and  if  any  thing  be  done 
agamft  the  fame  it  fhall  be  redrefTed  and  holden  for  nought. 

"37  Ed.  III.  c.  X.  Although  it  be  contained  in  the  Great  Charter, 
that  no  man  be  taken  or  imprifoned,  or  put  out  of  his  freehold, 
without  due  procefs  of  the  law,  neverthelefs  divers  perfons  make  falfe 
fuggeftions  to  the  king  himfelf,  as  well  for  malice  as  odierwife,  whereof 
the  kmg  is  often  grieved,  and  divers  of  the  realm  put  in  great'  da- 
mages,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  fame  ftatute  : 

"Wherefore  it  is  ordained,  that  all  they  that  make  fuch  fu<rgeftions 
be  fcnt,  with  their  fdggeftions,  to  the  chancellor  or  treafurer,  and 
they  and  every  of  them  find  fureties  to  purfue  their  fuggeftions  ;  and 
endure  the  fame  pain  that  the  other  Ihould  have  had,  if  in  cafe  that 
his  fuggeftion  be  found  untrue ;  and  that  then  procefs  of  die  law  be 
made  againft  them :  without  being  taken  or  imprifoned,  againft  the 
icrm  of  the  fame  charter,  and  other  ftatutes. 

"  So  that  it  appears  by  thefe  feveral  ftatutes,  that  fuch  command- 
ments of  the  king  as  are  grounded  upon  fuggeftion,  eidier  made  to 
himfelf  or  to  his  council,  for  the  imprifonment  of  a' man,  arc  aeainft 
the  law.  ^^ 

«  Fourthly,  I  find  that  there  is  a  commandment  of  the  king  which 

I^.Tr^u^r"'  ^h^'"^  """^  ^'''  ^'^""'"'^  ^^'  i"  '^^  fourth  and  the 
fifth  of  Phihp  and  Mary,  Dier.  162,  where  thtf  ftatute  of  i  Rich  II 

c  XI.  reftrameth  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  for  letting  any  man  at  large 
that  IS  in  upon  judgment  at  the  fuit  of  any  man,  except  it  be  by 
writ  or  other  commandment  of  the  king,  it  was  doubted  whether  the 
queen,  by  letter  under  her  hand  and  privy  fignet,  doth  give  com- 
mandment to  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  to  fufFer  a  man  that  is  there  in 
cxecuuon  to  go  about  his  bufinefs,  or  the  affairs  of  the  queen,  whc- 

Aaa  tiicf 


362 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


Ana,  i5z6.  billeted  on  all  thofe  of  fubftance  who  had  given  by  their 
words  or  actions  any  offence  to  the  government.  The 
poorer  fort  were  preffed  into  the  fleet  and  army  *.     Sir 


ther  this  be  a  warrantable  command  or  not  within  the  ftatute.  And 
the  law  hath  always  been  conceived  upon  that  book  that  fuch  a  com- 
mandment is  not  warrantable  by  law ;  and  if  fuch  a  command  will 
not  ferve  the  turn  to  give  unto  a  man  his  liberty,  which  the  law  fa- 
voureth,  and  had  the  countenance  of  an  z6t  of  parliament  for  doing 
it,  then  I  conceive  it  fhould  be  a  more  ftrong  cafe,  the  king  Ihould 
not  have  power  by  his  commandment  to  imprifon  a  man  without  due 
procefs  of  the  law,  and  reftrain  him  of  his  liberty,  when  there  had 
been  fo  many  adts  of  parliament  made  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeds. 
Fifthly,  I  do  find  that  there  is  the  commandment  of  the  king,  which 
is  by  his  writ  under  the  great  feal,  or  the  feal  of  the  court  out  of 
which  it  iflueth,  Regift.  f.  69  £5?  70.  In  the  writ  dg  cautione  admit tenda 
I  find  the  words,  mandatum  regis,  expounded  to  be  breve  regis,  for  the 
writ  gocth  rex  vie*  falui em,  &c.  Stamf.  72,  5  E.  III.  c.  viii.  1  E.  III. 
c.  iii.  ix.  faith,  that  every  Capias  in  a  perfonal  adion  is  a  commandment 
of  the  king,  for  it  is  prifcipimus  tibi  qiwd  capias,  &c.  and  yet  the  de- 
fendant, as  there  it  is  faid,  is  replevifable  by  the  common  law.  Sixthly,- 
I  do  find  by  our  books  of  law,  and  by  the  regifter,  that  this  fpecial 
martdatum  domini  regis  is  expounded  to  be  his  writ,  and  that  the  law 
taketh  no  notice  of  any  other  fpedale  mandatum  than  by  this  writ ; 
the  which  being  fo  when  the  return  is  made,  that  he  is  imprifoncd 
and  detained  in  prifon  by  the  fpecial  commandment  of  the  king,  'how- 
can  the  court  adjudge  upoa  this  return,  that  Sir  John  Corbet  ought 
to  be  kept  in  prifon,  and  not  to  be  bailed,  when  the  nature  of  the 
fpecial  commandnacnt  is  not  fet  forth  in  the  return,  whereby  it  may- 
appear  unto  the  court  that  he  is  not  bailable  " 

Mr.  Calthrop  finifhed  this  long  difcourfe  with  quoting  many  fta- 
tutes,  and  the  authority  of  precedents,  to  prove  that  the  fpecial  com- 
mand of  th%  king,  without  fhewing  the  nature  of  the  command,  was 
an  illegal  form  of  commitment ;  and  that  on  a  return  o{  fpedale  man- 
datum  demirA  regis,  yrixhout  other  caufe  (hewed  for  imprifoamenr.  Sir 
John  Corbet  ought  \o  obtain  his  liberty. 

*  Such  was  the  oppofition  to  thefe  illegal  exadions,  that  though; 
fome  of  the  poorer  fort  were,  offered  to  haye  their  money  returned  i£ 
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Peter  Hay  man  was  ciifpatclicd  on  a  frivolous  errand  into  Ann.  1626. 
the  Palatinate.     Glanville,  an   eminent  lawyer,  but  ob- 
noxious to  the  crown,  had  been  forced,  during  the  for- 
mer interval  of  parliament,  to  accept  of  an  office  which 
had  obliged  him   to  go  on  the  expedition   to  Cadiz,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  his  fortune.      Martial  law  was 
enaifled  ;  the  lives  of  the  foldiers  put  in  the  power  of 
their  officers.     The  cognizance  of  offences  taken  out  of 
the  proper  courts,  and  judicial  decifions  rendered  arbi- 
trary in   matters  of  life  and  death.      Notwithilanding  a 
power  fo  incompatible  with  the  civil   privileges   of  the 
nation,  the  foldiers  broke  out  into  great  diforders.    Rob- 
beries, rapes,  cruelties,  murders,  frequently  committed, 
filled  up  the  meafure  of  mifery  under  which  the  nation 
groaned.      That  the  people  might  learn  to  kifs   the  rod 
of  power  with  devotion,  and,  becoming  flaves  by  prin- 
ciple,   reverence   the   yoke,    priefts    were   inftrudted    to 
teach  fpeculative  defpotifm,  and  graft  on  religious  affec- 
tions fyftems  of  civil  tyranny.     The  following  paffages 
are  in  two  fermons  that  Manwaring,  a  court-chaplain, 
preached  before  Charles  :  "  That  the  king  is  not  bound 
to  obferve  the  laws  of  the  realm  concerning  the  fub- 
je6ls'  rights  and  liberties  ;  but  that  his  royal  will  and 
command  in  impofmg  loans  and  taxes,  without  com- 
mon  confent   in  parliament,  doth  oblige    the  fub^edts' 
confcience,  upon  pain  of  eternal  damnation :  That  thofe 
who  refufed  to  pay  the  required  loan  offended  againft 
the  law  of  God,  and  the  king's  fupreme  authority,  and 
became   guilty    of    impiety,   difloyalty,    and   rebellion : 

they  would  fubfcribe,  they  abfolutely  refufed,  and  fufFered  themfelves 
to  be  preffed  into  the  fea-fervice  rather  than  comply. 


A  a  a  a 
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^n.  1626.  That  the  authority  of  parliament  is  not  neceflary  for 
tlie  railing  of  aids  and  fubfidics;  and  that  the  flow  pro- 
ceedings of  fuch  great  aflemblies  are  not  fitted  for  the 
fupply  of  the  Hate's  urgent  neceflities,  but  would  rather 
produce  fundry  impediments  to  the  juft  defigns  of 
princes."  At  the  fame  time  Sibthorp,  an  officious  time- 
ferving  ecclefiaftic,  publifhed  a  fermon  he  had  preached 
at  Northampton,  entitled,  "  Apoflolic  obedience."  It 
breathes  a  higher  ftrain  than  thofe  of  Manwaring ;  viz. 
"  That  the  prince  who  is  the  head  makes  his  court  and 
council ;  it  is  his  duty  to  diredl  and  make  laws  ;  he 
doth  whatfoever  pleafes  him,  and  who  may  fay  unto 
him,  What  doft  thou  ?  If  princes  command  any  thing 
which  fubjecSts  may  not  perform,  becaufe  it  is  againil 
the  laws  of  God,  or  of  nature,  or  impoffible,  yet  fub- 
je<5ls  are  bound  to  undergo  the  punifhment,  without 
either  refiflance  or  railing  or  reviling,  and  fo  to  yield  a 
paffive  obedience  where  they  cannot  exhibit  an  a<^ive 
one  j  and  I  know  no  other  cafe,  faid  the  preacher,  but 
one  of  thofe  three  wherein  a  fubje<fl  may  excufc  himfelf 
with  paffive  obedience  j  in  all  others  he  is  bound  to  ac- 
tive obedience  *.? 


Charles  had  the  iinprudence  not  only  openly  to  pa- 
titjnize  fuch  infamous  dodlrines,  but  gave  his  fubjedts 
to  underiland,  that  his  pretenlions  were  as  alarming  as 
the  irrational  aflertions  advanced  by  thefe  fycophants. 
Archbifhop  Abbot,  that   humane  and   popular   prelate, 

*  Biihop  Laud  was  employed  to  draw  up  certain  inftruftions  relative 
to  the  loan.  Thefe  inftruftions  were  fent  to  the  two  archbifhops  to  be 
difperfed  among  the  inferior  clergy,  and  publifhed  in  a)l  the  parilhcs  of 
the  realm.    Compleat  Wft,  ed.  1706.  vol  IIL  p.  ^^^  ^  /eq, 

^  was 
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was  fequellered  from  his  jurifdiftion,  and  confined  to  Ann.  1625; 
one  of  his  houfes  in  Kent,  without  other  ground  of 
complaint  but  the  refufing  to  licence  Sibthorp's  fermon. 
Williams,  the  late  keeper,  did  not  efcape  the  cenfure  of 
the  party :  An  information  was  fent  up  againft  him  to 
the  lords  of  the  council  for  encouraging  puritans. 
Laud's  relllefs  jealoufy  of  this  man  liaunted  him  in  his 
fleep*. 

Whilst  England  carried  the  face  of  a  conquered 
province  ;  whilil  the  liberties  and  properties  of  the  fub- 
jedl  lay  proftrate  at  tlie  mercy  of  a  rafh  imperious  mo- 
narch, a  rapacious  infolent  minifter,  and  a  defigning 
bigoted  prieft  f  ;  whilft  prifons  were  daily  filling  with 
patriots ;  great  preparations  were  making  for  foreiga- 
hoflilities. 


Had  Charles  made  ufe  of  the  money  which  he  had 
tyrannically  extorted  from  his  fubjects  to  fupport  the 
king  of  Denmark,  who  had  been  enticed  into  the  Ger- 
man quarrel  by  his  importunities  and  promifes,  he 
would  in  this  point  have  anfwered  the  expecflations  of 
the  public  ;  but,  to  the  ailonilhment  of  all  men,  a 
fquadron  which  had  been  fent  to  lie  in  the  mouth  of 

♦^  It  is  tranfmitted  from  his   own  authority,  that  at  this  time  he. 
was  made  uneafy  by  a  dream  that  reprefented  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln 
brought  to  him  in  chains -,  but  that  he  returned  freed  from  them;, 
that  he  leaped  upon  a  horfe,  departed,    and  he  could  not  overtake 
him.     Laud's  Diary  in  Prynne's  Breviate  of  bis  Life^  fol.  ed.  1644,  p.  4, 

f  This  was  Laud,  whofe  furious  principles  had  fo  ingratiated  him 
with  the  king  and  his  minifter  that  he  directed  all  the  ecclefiaftical 
affairs,  and  no  one  was  preferred  in  the  church  but  by  his  recom-- 
mendation.    Cokey  vol.1,  p.  187,  ^T^"^. 

the 
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the  Elbe,  to  prevent  the  Spaniards  furnifliing  thcmfclvcs 
with  materials  for  lliipping  from  that  coimtr}-,  was  re- 
called, and  the  palTage  by  the  Sound  to  the  king  of 
Denmark's  dominions  left  imdcix:ndcd.  A  refolution 
•was  hartily  taken  to  break  with  France.  Charles,  at 
.the  time  he  was  embroiled  with  his  own  fubjecls,  and 
ihus  deprived  of  the  counfels  of  all  the  wife  and  vir- 
tuous in  his  kingdom  ;  worded  in  all  his  warlike  at- 
tempts ;  unfupplied  with  any  treafure,  but  what  he  at- 
tained by  the  mod  cxafperating  mcafures  ;  before  lie 
had  accommodated  matters  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
wantonly  attacked  the  next  great  power  in  Europe.  If 
we  trace  the  incentives  to  this  extravagantly  imprudent 
Hep,  we  Ihall  find  them  all  center  in  the  levity  of  the 
impetuous  Buckingham;  a  man  who  fate  had  deftined 
to  be  the  bane  of  his  two  patrons,  and  in  whom  we  fee 
a  driking  example  of  that  ill  judgment  which  com- 
monly diredls  the  favour  of  princes. 

The  fplendor  which  furroundcd  Buckingham  at  the 
time  that  he  was  difpatched  to  France  to  condudl  •Hen- 
rietta Maria  into  England  did  not  a  little  dazzle  a  court 
uncommonly  apt  to  be  affedled  with  empty  appearances. 
This,  and  the  importance  of  his  employment,  had  oc- 
cafioned  his  reception  to  be  more  than  ordinary  magni- 
ficent, gracious,  and  friendly.  In  the  midd  of  thofc 
fcenes  of  gaiety,  pleafure,  and  diflipation,  which  this 
occafion  produced,  fomc  favourable  gknces  infpircd  him 
with  the  hopes  of  entering  into  an  amorous  intrigue 
with  no  lefs  confpicuous  a  perfonage  than  Ann  of  Au- 
ftria, the  young  queen  of  France ;  whom  report  avers 
to  have  been  extremely  taken  with  the  gaudy  appear- 
ance 
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ance  and  familiar  manners  of  the  Englifli  favourite  ;  Ann.  1626. 
the  progrefs  of  whofe  amour,  during  his  abode  at  Paris, 
was  difappointed  by  the  watchful  Richlieu  :  But  Buck- 
ingham, with  a  temerity  peculiar  to  himfelf,  on  a  flight 
pretence  left  Henrietta  Maria  at  Bouloign,  and  returned 
to  Amiens,  where  he  had  a  fecret  interview  with  the 
French  queen,  who  had  accompanied  her  fider-in-law 
thus  far  on  her  journey.  This  coming  to  Lewis's  ear, 
the  queen's  domedics  were  difmiflTed,  and  that  monarch 
entertained  a  high  refentment  againd  Buckingham  on 
the  unparalleled  infolence  of  his  condud.  When  he 
was  making,  on  a  frivolous  pretence,  preparations  for 
another  embaffy  to  Paris,  he  received  a  mefTage  from 
Lewis,  that  he  mud  lay  afide  the  defign  of  fuch  a  jour^ 
ney.  On  the  receipt  of  this  meflage  he  romantically 
fvvore,  that  he  would  fee  the  French  queen  in  fpite  of 
all  the  power  of  France  j  and  from  that  moment  endea- 
voured to  make  a  rupture  between  the  two  monarchs.- 

He  was  foon  fupplied  with  pretences  to  forward  fucli 
a  difpofition ;    Charles  had  been   ufed  extremely  ill  by 
the  French  court  on  feveral  occafions.     It  was  with  great- 
difficulty   that  he    had  obtained    the  refloration  of  his' 
fliips,  even  after  they  had  performed  the  dipulated  fer^ 
vice  at  Rochelle.      Though  Lewis   had   given  him  great 
hopes  that   he  would    enter   heartily   into    the    alliance 
againd  the  Audrian  family,  yet  this  was  no  farther  pro- 
fccuted   than  was   nccefTary  to  make  an  advantageous 
treaty  with  the  court  of  Spain.     Charles's  refentment  of 
thcfe   provocations  was   much  heightened  by  the  treat- 
ment he  had  met  with  from  his  own  queen,  who  had 
carried  hcrfelf  with  an  unfupportable  infolence  of  be- 
•  haviour. 
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haviour  from  the  firft  of  their  union ;  a  period  of  time 
when  this  princefs  had  not  arrived  to  more  than  fixteen 
years  of  age.  She  had  an  admired  pcrfon,  and  a  viva- 
iCity  that  gave  her  a  qnicknefs  in  repartee  which  was 
generally  miflaken  for  the  fuperior  endowment  of  iin- 
•derftanding.  The  vanity  which  thefe  fuperficial  qualifi- 
cations excite  in  a  young  female  mind  was  in  her  much 
heightened  by  circumftances  arifing  from  her  particular 
fituation.  The  vaft  conccfTions  which  Charles  had  made 
for  a  wife  mud  naturally  infpirc  a  high  idea  of  felf-im- 
portance  in  the  deftined  bride  ;  and  fuch  was  the  gene- 
ral opinion  in  the  French  court  of  the  vail  influence 
which  this  princefs  would  have  on  the  future  condudt 
of  her  hufband  and  father-in-law,  that  on  thefe  grounds 
father  Berulle  afTured  the  pope,  "  That  the  propofed 
marriage  would  be  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  Eng- 
liQi  catholics,  but  of  all  the  catholics  in  Chriftendom ; 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  hazarded  in  madame,  fee- 
ing that  fhe  was  as  firm  in  the  faith  and  in  piety  as  he 
could  defire.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  great  caufe  to 
hope  that  (he,  being  dearly  beloved  of  the  king,  who 
was  already  well  enough  difpofed  to  be  a  catholic,  and 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  fhe  might  by  fo  much  the 
more  contribute  to  their  converfion,  as  women  have 
wonderful  power  over  their  hufbands  and  fathers-in-law, 
when  love  has  given  them  the  afcendant  over  their  fpi- 
rits ;  that  madame  was  fo  zealous  in  religion  that  there 
was  no  doubt  but  Ihe  would  employ  in  this  pious  de- 
fign  all  that  depended  upon  her  induftr^-  ;  and  that  if 
God  fhould  not  blefs  her  intentions  in  the  perfons  of 
king  James,  and  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  it  was  appa- 
jent  that  their  children  would  be  tlie  reftorcrs  of  the 

faith 


g/J^t9t^ 


CHAULESI.  35_^ 

faith  which   their  anceflors   had   deflroyed,    feeing  (he  Ann.  1627. 
would  have  the  charge  to  educate  them  in  the  belief, 
and  in  the  exercifes  of  the  catholic  religion,  till  the  age 
of  thirteen  years." 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine  what  mull  be  the  effed  which 
inflrudlions  and  infinuations  like  thefe  mufl  have  on  a 
young,  vain,  and  bigotted  mind  j  and  what  mufl  be  the 
condudl  produced  from  a  conjundlion  of  inexperience, 
vanit}%  and  enthufiafm.  The  infolent  airs  which  this 
young  queen  afTumed  to  her  hufband,  difputing  with 
him  on  all  points,  afTei'ting  that  he  had  no  right  to 
meddle  or  prefume  to  give  advice  on  the  nomination 
of  her  domeHics,  or  the  ordering  her  houfhold  ;  the 
performing  a  ridiculous  penance  *  to  Tyburn,  which 
had  been  enjoined  her  by  her  priefts,  there  to  pay  devo- 
tion to  the  martyrs  who  had  fufFcrcd  in  the  popifh 
caufe  :  thefe,  and  the  continual  altercations  occafioncd 
by  the  petulance  and  abfurd  pnetenfions  of  her  French 
attendants,  obliged  Charles  to  difmifs  them  from  their 
miflrefs's  fcrvice,  and  fend  tl>em  out  of  lus  dominions. 

It  was  fome  time  before  this  peiiod  that  domeflic 
difputes  had  arofc  to  fuch  a  height  between  this  pair, 
that  Henrietta  had  earncftly  defircd  leave  to  return  to 
Paris,  there  to  refide  for  fome  time  :  This  requefl  had 
been  granted  her  by  the  intereft  of  Buckingham,  but 
on  the  condition  of  his  attending  her.  When  this  con- 
dition was  made  known  to  the  court  of  France  it  pro- 
duced that  denial  from  Lewis  which  has  been  reported 


*  TJiis  penance  was  performed  barefooted. 
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above  ;  and  the  enraged  and  difappointed  Buckingham 
found  it  eafy  to  infpire  with  the  fame  pafllons  the  facile 
difpofition  of  his  mailer,  already  chagrined  with  conju- 
gal difcord,  and  with  the  many  provocations  which  he 
had  received  from  his  brother-in-law  the  French  king.. 

A  TRIPLE  alliance  was  formed  by  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, the  duke  of  Savoy  (who  had  been  left  expofed  to- 
the  Spaniard,    through  the   perfidious   conduiSt   of  the 
French  miniftry),  and  the  due  de  Rohan,  the  head  of 
the  Hugonot  party  in  France^     This   alliance   had  been 
clTejfted  by  means  of  the  due  de  Soubize,  brother  to  the 
due  de  Rohan,  and  the  abbot  de  Scaglia,  ambaflador  from 
the  duke  of  Savoy-     They  had  both  refided  for  fomc 
time  in.  England,  and  had  been  highly  carefled  by  Buck- 
ingham, with  a  view  to  his  defigns  on  France.     Accord- 
ing to  a  concerted   plan  between  the  Englifh  court  and 
the   duke   dc  Rohan,  on   the   twenty-feventh   of   June, 
Buckingham,  with  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  fail,  fet  out 
for  Rochelle.      To  his  great  furprize,  on  his  arrival  at 
this   place  he  found  the  gates  (hut  againfl  him:  The 
dcfign  had  been  determined   without   the   approbation, 
or  even  the  know  lege  of  tlie  Rochellers.     This  people 
could  not  readily  conilrue  in  an  advantageous  fenfe  the 
unexpci^ed  arrival  of  the  forces  of  a  monarch  who  had 
fb  lately  lent  afTiftance  for  the  purpofe  of  their  deftruc- 
tion.      To  the  duke  de  Soubife,  who  was  fent  by  Buck- 
ingham  to    afTure    them   of    the    good    intentions   of 
Charles,  and  to  demand  admittance  to  his  troops,  they 
gave  this  civil  denial:  "   That  being  in  ilridt  union  with 
all  the  proteftants  in  the  kingdom,  they  could  not  re- 
ceive into  the  city  the  offered  fuccours,    without   the 
•  convenes 
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confet  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Hugonots."     On  this  Ann.  16*7. 
rcfufal   from  the  Rochellers,  Buckingham  direcfled  his  Attempt  o« 
courfc  to  the  ifle  of  Rhe,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Sou-  Rhe!^'  "^ 
bize,    who  recommended  a   defcent  upon  Oleron,    this 
ifland  being  ill  fupplied  with  troops,  and   the  forts   not 
provided  for  a  fiege. 

The  whole  condud  of  Buckingham's  attempt  upon 
the  ifle  of  Rhe  was  fuch  a  feries  of  unaccountable  blun- 
ders, that  fome  authors  have  attributed  it  to  the  influ- 
ence of  fome  flattering  propofals  conveyed  to  him  by 
the  French  queen.  Whichever  of  thefe  might  be  the 
caufe  of  his  proceedings,  ignorance  or  treachery,  the 
management  of  this  bufinefs  refleds  eternal  diflionour 
both  on  Buckingham  and  his  mafter :  On  the  one  for 
executing  a  plan  of  this  confequence  in  a  rafh  abfurd 
manner;  and  on  the  other  for  trufting  an  important 
command  to  a  mere  courtier,  raw  and  inexperienced  in 
the  excrcifes  of  war,  and  ignorant  of  all  the  rudiments 
of  military  fcience. 

The  EngliOi  made  good  their  landin^:  at  the  ifle  of  ^^mpieat 

^"^  c?  u  "rt  c 

Rhe*-,  notwithftanding  a  flout  oppofition  from  the  French  ^IgiZ^, 
commander,   Thoyras,    at  the   head   of  three   thoufand 
foot  and  two  hundred  horfe.     Buckingham  was  advifed  Guthne. 
by  Soubize  to  improve  the  panic  of  the  French,  and  at-  ^"^'^''''^• 

*  Lewis's  refufing  admittance  to  Mansfcldt's  army  is  mentioned  in 
t\\c  declaration  of  war  publilhed  on  the  occafion  of  thefe  hoftilities 
againfl  France.  To  aflign  this  refufal  as  one  of  the  reafons  for  the 
prefent  invafion  was  highly  abfurd,  fince  the  union  between  France 
.and  England,  in  the  marriage  of  Charles  and  Henrietta,  fucceedcd 
this  affront. 
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Ann.  16x7.  tack  the  citadel  of  St.  Martin.  This  good  counfel  was 
difregarded,  and  Buckingham  loft  five  days  in  fortifying 
himfelf,  and  making  preparations  to  attack  the  fort  in 
the  moft  regular  manner.  At  length  he  laid  fiege  to 
St.  Martin's,  but  negledtcd  to  take  a  fmall  fort  lying 
upon  the  fliore,  named  La  Prie.  When  the  army  made 
their  attack  on  St.  Martin's,  Buckingham  fcnt  fuch  fan- 
guine  aiHirances  to  Charles,  that  a  proclamation  was 
prematurely  ilfued  for  encouraging  the  Englifli  to  tranf- 
port  themfelves  and  their  families  to-  the  i^e  of  Rhe ; 
but  the  progrefs  of  this  conqueft  advanced  very  flowly, 
or  rather  was  at  a  ftand.  Thoyras  refufed  to  furrender, 
and  Buckingham,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attacks,  was  ol> 
Hgcd  to  turn  the  fiege  into  a  blockade :  He  received  a 
recruit  from  Ireland'  of  fixteen  hundred  men ;  five  hurN 
dred  from  the  Rochellers,  who,  by  the  perfuafion  of 
Soubize,  had  now  declared  for  the  Englifli;  and  Charles, 
according  to  direction,  prepared  a  large  reinforcement 
from  England.  Tlie  French  had  by  tliis  time  recovered 
from  the  furprize  which  the  unexpected  defcent  of  the 
Englifli  had  occafioned  them,  and  contrived  to  throw  in 
provifions  to  the  citadel  of  St.  Martin.  Buckingham 
might  have  rendered  fuch  fupplies  inefTecflual  by  mak- 
ing himfelf  mafter  of  a  well,  from  whence  the  inhabit- 
ants drew  all  their  water  ;  but  this  was  negledled,  and" 
the  enemy  fuiFered  to  fecure  themfelves  in  the  pofleflion. 
of  it. 


The  length  of  time  fpent  in  the  fiege  had  given  the- 
French  full  opportunity  to  collcdl,  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  Spaniards,  fo  large  a  naval  force  that  their  fleet  ex- 
ceeded, in  number  of  fliips,  tliat  of  the  Englifli.     By 
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thx^  means  of  this  fleet,  and  the  advantage  which  the  Ann.  1627.. 
pofleflion  of  fort  La  Prie  gave  them,  they  landed  fo 
large  a  body  of  forces  that  Buckingham  began  to  think 
ef  a  retreat.  Wlten  this  refolution  was  made  known 
to  Soubize,  he  fl:rongly  reprefented  to  him  the  diftreflles 
which  fuch  an  abandonment  would  brings  upon  the 
French  proteftants  in  general,  and  particularly  upon  the 
Rochellers;  who,  on  the  faith  of  England,  had  at  length 
declared  for  the  allies,  and  thus  had  drawn  upon  them*- 
felves  the  fcvere  refentment  of  their  monarch.  The 
duke  de  Rohan  and  himfelf,  prefuming  on  an  efleclual 
allillance  from.  England,  had  been  fo  active  that  they 
were  declared  public  traitors.  The  duke  de  Rohan  * 
was  condemned  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  four  horfes, 
and  50,000  crowns  fet  upon  his  head.  Tliefe  prefllng 
circumftances  were  all  urged  in  vain :  Buckingham  w^as  jj^l^ea^ilfom 
tired  of  his  fituation,  and  determined  to  return  to  Eng-  the  ifle  of 

Rhe. 

land,  though  he  daily  expected  x  large  reinforcement 
from  thence,  under  the  command  of  his  friend  the 
earl  of  Holland.  But  before  this  rcfolve  was  put  in 
execution,  he  made  a  vain  attempt  to  take  the  citadel 
by  ftorm :  After  having  loft  many  men  in  the  adventure 
he  began  his  march  to  the  water-fide.  Fort  La  Prie  be- 
ing in  the  pofleflion  of  the  enemy,  there  was  no  paflage 
open  but  by  a  narrow  caufeway,. which  had  on  each  fide 
of  it  deep  ditches  and  falt-pits.  Buckingham  had  neg- 
lected the  ereding  a  fort  at  the  entry  on  the  caufeway 


*  According  to  a  plan  agreed  on  between  the  allies,  at  the  time 
that  Buckingham  invaded  France,  he  had  made   an   infurrection  in 
Rouvergn,  and  adtcd  there  with  great  fuccefs.      He  had  had  great 
offers  of  money  and   honours  from  the  French  king,  to  tempt  him: 
not  to  join  the  Englifh,. 

to* 
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Ann.  1627.  to  feairc  his  retreat ;  and  no  fooner  had  the  Englifli  en- 
tered the  narrow  way,  than,  in  this  difadvantageous 
iituation,  they  were  attacked  by  their  enemies,  who 
made  great  llaughter  among  them  ;  the  courage  of  the 
Enghfli  troops  preferved  them  from  a  general  rout ;  the 
French  retreated  in  their  turn,  and  Buckingham,  with 
his  remaining  forces,  gained  the  fleet,  and  returned 
home  with  the  lofs  of  upwards  of  four  thoufand  men 
out  of  {eyen  thoufand  he  had  earned  out  with  him. 
This  difgi-aceful  difafter  brought  a  heavy  additional  load 
of  public  odium  on  the  already  univerfally  detefted  mi- 
nifter.  He  was  received  by  his  fond  mafter  with  as 
great  acknowledgment  for  fuppofed  fervices  as  if  he  had 
brought  home  the  trophies  of  an  important  victory  *. 

Charles  kindly  attributed  the  caufe  of  his  favourite's 
ill  fiiccefs  to  the  want  of  a  feafonable  fupply  ;  and  the 
carl  of  Holland,  who  was  juft:  fetting  out  from  Ply- 
mouth when  Buckingham  returned,  was,  among  others, 
accufed  of  dilatorinefs  in  his  proceedings.  Bucking- 
ham's arrival  was  followed  by  deputies  from  the  Ro- 
chellers,  who  earneftly  folicited  Charles  for  the  perform- 
ance of  promifcs  which  had  been  made  them  on  his 
part  ;  promifcs  on  the  faith  of  which  they  had  been 
prevailed  on  to  take  up  arms,  but  were  now  left  ex- 


*  On  the  inftant  that  Buckingham's  arrival  was  made  known  to 
Charles,  he  fent  him  confolatory  letters  on  the  occafion  of  his  difgrace, 
conjuring  him,  by  the  facred  ties  of  friendfhip,  not  to  make  the  dif- 
after irrecoverable,  by  affiiding  himfelf  for  the  faults  of  others.  Dur- 
ing the  progrefs  of  his  operations  at  the  iQe  of  Rhe,  Charles  had  fent 
him  many  compliments  on  the  report  of  his  military  exploits.  AISS. 
h  Br.  Mufeam,  n.  6988.  fol.  3. 
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pofed  to  the  refentment  of  their  furious  bigotted  mo-  Ann.  1627. 
narch,  who,  happily  furnifhed  with  a  pretext  and  an 
opportunity  to  ruin  them,  had  befet  their  town  both  by 
land  and  fea.  Their  circumflanccs  were  defperate,  by 
reafon  that  they  were  in  immediate  danger  of  famine 
from  the  ill  management  of  Buckingham,  who  had 
difappointed  them  of  large  provifions  of  corn  which 
they  had  been  promifed  from  England.  The  difcontents  Guthrie. 
of  the  EngliQi,  with  the  juil  complaints  of  the  wretched 
llochellers,  made  a  general  outcry  againil  Buckingham, 
and  the  prefent  fyftem  of  government.  The  marinei's 
came  in  tumultuous  crowds  to  Whitehall,  demanding 
their  pay  with  gi*eat  earneilnefs.  The  enemy  appeared 
in  triumph,,  entered  the  harbours,  and  infulted  the  Eng- 
lifli on  tlieir  own  coails.  Many  fhips  had  been  taken 
in  a  few  years,  and  the  merchants  were  difcouraged 
from  building,  becaufe  they  were  prefTed  into  the  king's 
fervice,  and  not  paid. 


The  imiverfal  voice  of  the  people,  which  earneflly 
demanded  a  parliament,  Charles's  neceflities,  and  the 
prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  occaiioned  a  general 
council  to  be  called  to  confult  on  this  point.  Sir  Ro- 
bert Cotton,  in  a  long  and  laboured  fpeech,  made  it  ap- 
pear that  the  only  remedy  for  the  growing  evils  of  the 
times,  was  to  acquiefce  with  the  defire  of  the  people,, 
and  call  a  parliament  ;  that  this  was  the  only  way  by 
which  a  fufficient  fupply  could  be  timely  raifed  for  the 
urgent  neceflities  of  the  fl:ate.  This  ftrong  reprefenta- 
tion,  with  fome  flattering  aflurances  at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpccch,  that  Buckingham  might  regain  his  popularity  if 
fehe  public  could  be  perfuaded  into-  a  belief  that  he  was- 

the 
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ParliimcDt 

called 


Prifoncrs 
^elcafed. 


Ann.  1627.  the  fiifl  mover  in  council  to  call  a  parliament,  had  fo 
January  29.  Hiuch  wcight  with  tlic  miniilry  that  writs  were  ifTued 
out  for  that  aflembly  to  meet  the  feventeenth  of  March 
following.  Previous  to  this  meeting,  warrants  were 
fent  to  all  parts  to  releafc  the  prifoners  who  had  been 
confined  on  account  of  the  loan.  The  number  of  them, 
all  people  of  falhion  or  fortune,  amounted  to  fcvcnty- 
cight  *.  Thefc,  gentlemen  of  tried  rcfolution,  were 
many  of  them  chofen  members  of  the  enfuing  parlia- 
ment -,  the  people  fixing  their  hopes  of  redrcfs  on  pa- 
triots whofe  fufFerings  for  the  pubUc  caufe  had  given 
flattering  affurances  of  an  uncorruptible  integrity.  Befides 
«his  order  for  a  general  releafe,  the  court  thouglit  pro- 
per to  fend  writs  of  fummons  to  the  difgraced  peers  : 
Abbot,  Arundel,  Briflol,  and  the  biihop  of  Lincoln, 
were  all  permitted,  according  to  their  right,  to  attend  in 
parliament.  Thus  far  Charles  aflbrted  his  condudl  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  the  public  j  but  fearing  that  Buck- 


*  A  lift  of  the  prifoners  that  \vere  fet  at  liberty  by  this  order  of  the 
court : 

Sir  John  Strangeways,  Sir  Tho.  Grantham,  Sir  Will.  Armyn,  Sir 
Will.  Maflam,  Sir.  Will.  Wilmore,  Sir  Erafmus  Draiton,  Sir  Kdw. 
Aifcough,  Sir  Nath.  Bernardifton,  Sir  Ko.  Poyntz,  Sir  Beachum  St. 
John,  Sir  Oliver  Luke,  Sir  Maurice  Berkley,  Sir  Tho.  Wentworth, 
Sir  John  Wray,  Sir  W.  Conftable,  Sir  John  Hotham,  Sir  John  Picker- 
ing, Sir  Fra.  Barrington,  Sir  Will.  Chauncey,  Sir  Walter  Earl,  Sir 
Tho.  Darnel,  Sir  Harbottle  Grimfton,  Sir  John  Corbet,  Sir  John  El- 
liot, Sir  John  Hevingham,  knights  •,  W.  Anderfon,  Terringham  Nor- 
wood, John  Trigonwell,  Tho.  Godfrey,  Rich.  Knightly,  Tho.  Nicho- 
las, John  Hampden,  Geo.  Ratcliff,  John  Button,  Henry  Poll,  Nath. 
Conwell,  Rob.  Hatly,  Tho.  Elmes,  John  Stevens,  W.  Coriton,  Geo. 
Catefby,  efquires ;  Tho.  Wood,  John  Wilkinfon,  W.  Allan,  Tho. 
Holyhead,  gentlemen.     Thirty-three  Londojiers.     RuJJjvjcrtb,  vol.  L 
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ingham,  notwithflanding  the  hopes  given  by  Sir  Robert  Ann.  1627. 
Cotton,  would  ilill  continue  the  objecSf  of  parliamentary 
profccution,  he  determined  to  (hew  that  ailcmbly  that 
he  was  refolutely  bent  to  fupport  his  favourite,  and  not 
to  relinquifli  any  of  the  authority  he  had  afTumed  to 
make  difcretionary  levies  on  the  fubjects.  At  the  very 
time  that  writs  were  iflued  to  fummon  a  parliament, 
the  privy  council  were  confulting  on  methods  to  raile 
an  arbitrary  and  heavy  tax,  by  way  of  excifc  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  30,000  1.  were  fent  over  into  the  Low 
Countries  to  Sir  William  Balfour  and  colonel  Dalbier,  Ru^^-worth, 
for  the  raifmg  of  one  thoufand  horfe,  and  7o,oool.  for  ^'^^^' 
arms  for  horfe  and  foot.  The  levying  of  a  certain  fum 
on  all  the  counties  of  England,  for  the  building  of 
fliips,  was  at  this  time  under  confideration,  that  an  in- 
dependant  conflant  unlimited  revenue  might,  by  this 
means,  be  raifed  for  the  ufe  of  the  crown  *. 

*  Jufl:  before  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  a  fociety  of  jefuits 
were  taken  at  Clerkenwell.  Among  their  papers  was  found  a  letter 
written  to  their  father-redor  at  Bruflels.  The  fubftance  of  this  letter 
is  the  hopes  that  the  body  entertained  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  af- 
fairs in  England.  The  foundation  of  their  hopes  was  in  the  Armi- 
nians,  who  affecbed  mutation  ;  that  the  catholics  encouraged  them  in 
their  fchemes  of  making  the  king  independant,  and  freeing  him  of 
his  ward,  the  parliament  •,  that  they  had  fhewed  the  means  how  to  fet- 
tle the  excife  -,  that  it  was  to  be  done  by  a  mercenary  army  of  Ger- 
mans :  "  In  farming  the  excife,  fays  this  letter,  the  country  is  moft 
likely  to  rile  ;  if  the  mercenary  army  fubjugate  the  country,  then  the 
foldiers  and  proje<5lors  fhall  be  paid  out  of  the  confifcations  ;  if  the 
country  be  too  hard  for  the  foldiers,  then  they  mufl:  confequently  mu« 
tiny  •,  which  is  equally  advantageous  to  us.  Our  fuperlative  defign  is 
to  work  the  protcftants,  as  well  as  the  catholics,  to  welcome  a  con- 
i|ueror.     liufj'-joorth,     E^hcmms  Parliamentarian 
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Ana;  1627.         Among   all  the   abfurd  mealures    that   hitherto  had 
been  taken  by  Charles  and  his  miniflry,    not  one   of 
them  is  more  flriking  than  this  of  giving  fo  general  an 
#  alarm  on  the  eve  of  a  parliament  j  at  a  time  when,  un- 

der the  prote(5tion   of  their  reprefentatives,    the   nation 
could  make  a  more  regular  and  legal  oppofition  to  the 
oppreflive  pra^Slices  of  the  crown ;  at  fuch  a  time  to  ad- 
vance  pretences   which,  if  brought  into  practice,  mull 
alter  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  government,  and  ellablifb 
a  regular  tyrannv;  is  a  madncfs  that  carries  with  it  the 
appearance  of  the  infatuation  of  cnthufiaftic  zeal,  rather 
than  the  common  incongruity  of  miniilerial  councils : 
But  Charles  looked  on  thefe  formidable  preparations  as 
fo  many  precautions  againft  the  confequences  of  an  en- 
raged parliament ;  and  fuch  an  open  declaration  of  a 
determined   purpofe  to  maintain  the  authority  he  had- 
afTumed,  as  the  moH:  certain  check  on  the  councils  of 
that  afTcmbly,  which  would  rather  wink  at  opprciilons 
that  might  be  temporary,  and  comply  with  all  the  de- 
mands of  their  fovereign,  than,  by  driving  him  to  ex- 
tremities, rifk  not  only  the  reality,  but  the  appearance 
of  freedom. 


P;;riiament.         These   being  the  politics    of  the   miniflry,  Charles, 

in  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  felTions,  inftcad  of 

attempting  to  foften  the  Commons  by  foothing  words 

and  fair  promifes,  flung  out  this  threat :  "  Every  man^ 

vol.  vii.  p.'  fays  he,  now  mud  do  according  to  his  confcience;  where- 

339.  ^  H    £^j.g  ^  y^^j^  j^g  Qq^  forbid  I  fhould  not  do  your  diuies 

i,n  contributing  what  the  ilate  at  this  time  needs,  I 
mull,  in  difcharge  of  my  confcience,  ufe  thofe  other 
means  which  God   hath   put   into  my  hands,  to  favc 
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that  which  the  follies  of  fome  particular  men  may  Ann.  16*7; 
otherwife  hazard  to  lofe."  What  mufl  have  been  the 
feelings  of  this  alTembly,  many  individuals  of  which, 
united  to  the  fenfe  of  public  injury,  had  in  their  own 
perfons  fuffered  from  the  injuflice  of  the  crown  ?  what 
mud  have  been  its  feelings  to  hear  Charles,  indead  of 
offering  concefTions  to  repair  the  notorious  breach  he 
had  made  in  the  conftitution  ;  inftead  of  endeavouring 
to  bury  the  memory  of  pad  offences  in  oblivion  ;  to 
hear  him  attempt  to  edablifh,  as  a  fundamental  princi- 
ple in  the  government,  that  God  had  put  into  his  hands 
other  means  to  impofe  taxes  than  by  parliament  ?  Un- 
doubtedly at  the  utterance  of  thefe  exprefTions  a  lively 
fenfe  of  public  danger  fired  the  imagination  of  every 
patriot  in  the  houfe ;  whild  the  bitter  fenfe  of  pad,  and 
dread  of  future  fufferings,  warmed  the  indignation  of 
lefs  exalted  charadlers. 

If  we  reflecfl  on  the  outrages  committed  by  the  go- 
vernment in  the  intermediate  fpace  between  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  lad,  and  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  par- 
liament ;  with  the  extreme  folly  with  which  the  public 
meafures  were  conduced,  to  the  infamy,  lofs,  and  even 
danger  of  the  nation ;  if  we  recolletfl  the  manly  re- 
fentraent  wliich  the  leading  members  of  the  lad  par- 
liament fhewed  at  offences  far  lefs  grievous  than  the 
lUfFerings  of  the  prefent  time, — members  all  nominated 
in  this,  and  bearing  the  fame  influence ;  their  pattiotic 
w^armth  excited  by  an  accumulation  of  reitemtcd  evils ; 
with  this  provoking  indance  of  the  wrong-headed  in- 
llexibilitv  of  their  monarch ;  If  we  relied:  on  all  thefe 
circumdanccs,  we  (hall  be  wrapt  in  wonder  at  the  capa- 
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Ann.  1627.  city  of  the  men  who  guided  the  councils  of  this  aflcm- 
bly,  who,  enraged  by  fuch  injurious  wrongs,  and  fuch 
provoking  infuhs,  could  form  and  execute  a  plan  of 
operations  in  which  forbearance  and  decorum  of  expref- 
fion  and  adtion  were  as  ncceflary  as  vigour,  ability,  and 
refblution. 

* 

When  Charles  had  ended  his  fpeech,  the  lord-keeper, 
after  having  made  a  tedious  harangue  on  the  fituation 
of  the  European  powers,  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  the  perfidy  of  the  French  court,  and  the  danger 
to  which  England  was  expofed  from  the  conjun<5lion  of 
thefe  formidable  adverfaries,  he  repeated  the  ridiculous 
plea  of  the  war's  having  been  originally  undertaken  by 
advice  of  parliament  ;  and  added,  "  This  way  of  jpar- 
liamentary  fupplies,  as  his  majefty  told  you,  he  hath 
chofen,  not  as  the  only  way,  but  as  the  fitted ;  not  be- 
caufc  he  is  deftitute  of  others,  but  becaufe  it  is  more 
agreeable  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  own  mod  gracious 
difpofition,  and  to  the  defire  and  weal  of  his  people.  If 
this  be  deferred,  neceflity  and  the  fword  of  the  enemy 
make  way  to  the  others.  Remember  his  majcfty's  ad- 
monition !  I  fay,  Remember  it !"  Notwithftanding  thefc 
repeated  infults,  the  Commons,  after  having  prefented 
Sir  John  Fincli,  the  queen's  attorney,  for  their  fpeaker*, 

*  Sir  John  Finch,  according  to  the  manner  of  his  predecelFor,  made 
a  very  minifterial  I'pecch  :  After  having  praifed  monarchy  above  every 
other  conftitution  of  government,  he  addrefled  the  throne  in  the  fol- 
lowing flrain :  "  Kings,  faid  he,  know  no  other  tenor  but  God*s  fer- 
vice,  and  their  value  is  only  tried  at  his  beam-,  whence  the  poets  faid, 
the  parents  of  the  firft  kings  were  Ceclnm  ^  7'erra,  divine  inftitution 
and  human  approbation.'*  Tiie  v/hole  tenor  of  the  difcourfe  was  to 
•3^  ihew 
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calmly  fettled  their  feveral  committees  for  privileges  and  Ann.  1627. 
elections,  for  religion,  for  grievances,  and  trade.  Hav- 
ing pafled  an  order  that  all  the  members  of  the  houfe 
Ihould  receive  the  facrament,  they  drew  up  a  petition 
to  the  king  for  a  general  fad  to  be  obferved  throughout 
the  kingdom.     Then  they  entered  into  confideration  of  Debates  of 

.  .  the  Commons. 

the  late  oppreflions :  The  billetting  of  foldiers  j  raifing 
of  arbitrary  taxes  ;  the  imprifonment  of  thofe  who  re- 
fufed  to  comply,  and  the  refufal  of  bail  on  an  Habeas 
Corpus  to  certain  gentlemen  who  demanded  it.  The 
debate  on  this  fubje(5l  was  opened  in  the  following 
manner  by  Sir  Francis  Seymour  :  "  This  is  the  great  ^of'?!^'.^^^ 
council  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  here,  if  not  here  alone,  36»»  &  ^^q. 
his  majefty  may  fee,  as  in  a  true  glafs,  the  eftate  of  the 
kingdom.  We  are  all  called  hither  by  his  majefty's 
writs,  to  give  him  faithful  counfel,  fuch  as  may  ftand 
with  his  honour,  but  that  we  mull  do  without  flatter}^ ; 
and  being  chofen  by  the  Commons  to  deliver  up  their 
juft  grievances,  this  we  muft  do  without  fear.  Let  us 
not  be  like  Cambyfes's  judges  v  who,  being  alked  by 
him  concerning  fomething  unlawful,  faid,  though  there 
were  no  written  laws,  the  Perfian  kings  might  do  what 
they  lift.  How  can  we  exprcfs  our  aiFedtions  while  we 
retain  our  fears,  or  fpcak  of  giving  till  we  know  whe- 
ther we  have  any  thing  to  give  ?  for  if  his  majefty  may 
be  perfuaded  to  take  what  he  will,  what  need  we  to- 
give?  That  this  hath  been  done  appeareth  by  the  bil- 
letting of  foldiers,  and  imprifonment  of  gentlemen  for 
refufal  of  the  loan ;  who,  if  they  had  done  the  contrary 

(hew  the  expediency  of  union  ;  viz.  «  parliamentary  compliance  with, 
the  king's  meafiires.     Parliam.  IJiJl,  vol.  VIL  p.  347,  i^  feq, 

for- 
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Ano.  16x7.  for  fear,  their  faults  would  have  been  as  great  as  thofc 
that  were  the  projeaors  of  it.  To  countenance  thcfc 
proceedings,  hath  it  not  been  preached  in  the  pulpit,  or 
rather  prated,  All  wc  have  is  the  king's,  jure  divino. 
When  preachers  forfake  their  own  calling,  and  turn  ig- 
norant ilatefmen,  we  fee  how  willing  diey  are  to  change 
a  good  confcience  for  a  bifhopric." 

Sir  John  Elliot,  after  having  flrongly  fet  forth  the 
late  grievances,  feconded  a  motion  which  Sir  Francis  Sey- 
mour had  made  at  the  concluiion  of  his  fpeech  for  a 
committee  on  thefe  particulars. 


pLwL  "  ^  "^''^  ^^^^»  ^^^^  ^'^  ^o^c^^  Philips,  of  a  cuflom 
fu,  p.  28.  amongft  the  old  Romans,  that  once  ever\'  year  they  had 
a  folemn  feall  for  their  flavcs,  at  which  they  had  liberty 
without  exception  to  fpeak  what  they  would,  thereby 
to  eafe  their  afflicted  minds ;  which  being  finifhed,  they 
feverally  returned  to  their  former  fervitude.  This  mav, 
with  fomc  refcmblancc  and  diftindion,  well  fet  forth 
our  prefent  flatc ;  v/here,  now  after  the  revolution  of 
fome  time,  and  grievous  fufferings  of  many  violent  op- 
preflions,  we  have,  as  thofe  flaves  had,  a  day  of  liberty 
of  fpeech ;  but  fhall  not,  I  trull,  be  hereafter  flaves,  foi* 
we  are  bom  free :  Yet  what  new  illegal  proceeding  our 
ftates  and  perfons  have  fufTered,  my  heait  yearns  to 
think,  my  tongue  falters  to  utter;  they  have  been  well 
reprefented  by  divers  worthy  gentlemen  before  me.  Yet 
one  grievance,  and  die  main  one  as  I  conceive,  hatli 
not  been  touched,  which  is  our  religion, — religion,  Mr. 
Speaker,  made  vendible  by  commifTion  ;  and  men,  for 
pecuniary  annual  rates,  difpenfed  withal  ;  whereby  pa- 
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pifts  may,  without  fear  of  law,  pradife  idolatry.  For  Ann.  1627. 
the  oppreflions  under  which  we  groan  I  draw  them  un- 
der two  heads :  ASis  of  power  againfl  law,  and  judg- 
ments of  law  againll  our  liberties.  Of  the  firft  fort 
are,  ftrange  inllrudlions ;  violent  exactions  of  money 
thereupon  ;  imprifonment  of  the  perfons  of  fuch  who 
(to  deliver  over  to  their  pofterity  the  liberty  they  received 
from  their  forefathers,  and  lawfully  were  in  poiTeffion 
of)  refufed  {o  to  lend ;  and  this  aggravated  by  the  re- 
medilefs  continuance  and  length  thereof?  and  chiefly 
the  ftrange,  vaft,  and  imlimited  power  of  our  lieute- 
nants and  their  deputies,  in  billeting  of  foldiers,  in  mak-. 
ing  rates,  in  granting  warrants  for  taxes  as  their  difcrc- 
tions  fhall  guide  them  ;  and  all  this  againft  the  law. 
Thefe  laft  are  the  moft  infupporcable  burdens  that  at 
this  prefent  afflicH:  our  poor  countr)%  and  the  moft  cruel 
oppreffion  that  ever  yet  the  kingdom  of  England  en- 
dured ;  thefe  upftart  deputy-lieutenants  (of  whom,  per- 
haps, in  fome  cafes  and  times,  there  may  be  good  ufc, 
being  regulated  by  law)  are  the  worft  of  grievances, 
and  the  moft  forward  and  zealous  executioners  of  tliefc 
violent  and  unlawful  courfes  which  have  been  com- 
mended unto  ihcni ;  of  whofe  proceedings,  and  for  the 
qualifying  of  vvhoie  unruly  powcr.s,  it  irj  more  ihua 
time  to  confult   and  determine  ♦.     Judgments  of  law 

*  Sir  William  F.ad  reported  from  the  committee  for  examination  of 
complaints  againlL  dcpuiy-licvJtcnantJi,  that  Sir  John  Storll,  h  dcputy- 
lieurcnanr,  having  conceived  difpleafurc  ;\gain(l  the  town  of  Taunton 
on  the  choice  of  their  burgrHh  to  fervc  in  i\m  parliament,  made  a 
removal  of  the  foldiers  billeted  in  that  town,  ami  fixed  twelve  mea 
on  tlic  mayor  and  ihc  recorder,  and  oihrr  principal  citizens^  who,  be 
ing  encouraged  by  authority,  committed  great  riots  and  enormities. 
youjiuils  cf  tbe  Ccmmutu^  vol.  I.  p.  ^^C. 
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Aim.  i6<t7.  agaiiift  our  libaty  there  have  been  three,  each  latter 
stepping  forwarder  than  the  former  upon  the  right  of 
the  fubjecft ;  aiming  in  the  end  to  tread  and  trample 
under  foot  all  law,  and  that  in  the  form  of  the  law. 
TJie  firfl  was  the  judgment  of  the  pcjinati  *  ;  whereby  a 
nation  which  I  heartily  love  for  their  lingular  good  zeal 
in  our  religion,  and  their  free  fpirits  to  prefcrve  liberty 
far  beyond  any  of  us,  is  made  capable  of  the  like  fa- 
vours, privileges,  and  immunities,  as  ourfelves  enjoy. 
The  fecond  was  the  judgment  upon  impofitions  in  the 
Exchequer-court  by  the  barons.  The  third  was  that  fa- 
tal latq  judgment  againfl  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  im- 
prifoned  by  the  king,  argued  and  pronounced  but  by 
one  judge  alone  :  I  can  live  altho'  another,  who  has  no 
right,  be  put  to  live  with  me ;  nay,  I  can  live  altho'  I 
pay  excifes  and  impofitions  more  than  I  doj  but  to  have 
my  liberty,  which  is  the  foul  of  my  life,  taken  from 
me  by  power,  and  to  have  my  body  pent  up  in  a  jail, 
without  remedy  by  law,  O  improvident  anccflors  !  O 
unwil^  forefathers  !  to  be  fo  curious  in  providing  for 
the  quiet  pofleflion  of  our  laws,  and  the  liberties  of  par- 
liament, and  to  negled  our  perfons  and  bodies,  and  to 
let  them  lie  in  prifon,  and  that  durante  bene  pladto,  reme- 
dilefs.  If  this  be  law,  why  do  we  talk  of  liberties  ? 
why  do  we  trouble  ourfelves  with  a  difpiue  about  law, 
franchifes,  property  of  goods,  and  the  like  ?  what  may 
any  man  call  his  own,  if  not  the  liberty  of  his  per- 
fon  ?"      This  topic  was  further  enforced  in  the  following 

*  The  judges,  to  flatter  James,  had  declared,  that  by  law  the  Scots 
born  after  his  acceflion  were  naturalized,  and  capable  of  all  the  privi- 
leges of  an  Englifli  fubjccl. 

manner 


manner  by  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth :  «  They  have  taken  Aon.  i6rj. 
from  us — what  fhall  I  fay  ?  indeed  what  have  they  left 
us?  they  have  taken  from  us  all  means  of  fupplying 
the  king,  and  ingratiating  ourfelves  with  him,  by  tear- 
ing up  the  roots  of  all  property  j  which,  if  they  be  not 
feafonably  fet  in  the  ground  by  his  majefty^s  hand,  we 
fhall  have,  inftead  of  beauty,  baldnefs.  By  one  and 
the  fame  thing  have  the  king  and  people  been  hurt, 
and  by  one  muft  they  be  ciured.  To  vindicate  what  ? 
new  things  ?  no ;  our  ancient,  lawful,  and  vital  liber- 
ties, by  reinforcement  of  the  ancient  laws  made  by 
our  anceftors  ;  by  fetting  fuch  a  flamp  upon  them  as  t 

no  licentious  fpirit  fhall  dare  hereafter  to  enter  upon 
them.'* 


«  Will  any  give  a  fubfidy,  faid  Sir  Edward  Coke  *  if 
they  are  to  be  taxed  after  parliament  at  pleafure  ?  The 
king  cannot  lawfully  tax  any  by  way  of  loans :  I  differ 
from  them  who  would  have  this  of  loan  go  amongft 
other  grievances,  for  I  would  ha\^  it  go  alone.  I  will 
l)egin  with  a  noble  record ;  it  chears  me  to  think  of  it; 
26  Ed.  III.  it  is  worthy  to  be  writ  in  letters  of  gold; 
*'  Loans  againfl  the  will  of  the  fubje(5l  are  againfl  rea- 
fon  and  the  franchifes  of  the  land  -,  and  they  defirc  re-' 
flitution."  What  a  word  is  that  franchife  ?  the  lord 
Tuay  tax  his  villain,  higli^an^^  but  it  is  againfl  the 
franchifes  of  the  land  fear  freemen  to  be  taxed,  but  by 
•their  confent  in  parliament. 

*  Two  counties,  Buckinghamfhirc  and  Suffolk,  had  rerarned  Sir 
Edward  Coke  as  one  of  their  members  to  fcrve  in  this  parliament. 
journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  I.  p.  876. 
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Van.  1623.  Charles,  finding  his  threats  had  neither  terrified' 
the  Commons  into  fubmiffion,  nor  provoked  them  into 
indecorum  of  fpeech,  thought  fit,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  March,  to  fend  them  a  conciUating  mellagc  by  {cr 
cretary  Cook,  That  he  efteemed  the  grievances  of  the 
houfe  his  own,  and;  flood  not  on  precedence  in  point 
of  honour;  he  therefore  defired  that  tlie  fame  com- 
mittee which  was  appointed  for  grievances  might,  at 
the  fame  time,  take  in  hand  the  following  propofitions : 
To  furnidi  with  men  and  vi(5luals  thirty  fhips  to 
guard  the  narrow  feas,  and  along  the  coaft  ;  to  fet  out 
twenty  other  fliips  for  die  relief  of  the  town  of  Ro~ 
chelle,  and  for  tlie  prefervation  of  the  Elbe,  the  Sound, 
and  the  Baltic  fea  ;  to  pay  and  fupply  twenty-fix  thour 
fand  horfe  and  foot  for  foreign  fcrvice  ;  to  fupply  the 
Ibrts  of  the  office  of  ordnance,  and  the  (lores  of  the 
navy  ;  to  build  twenty  fliips  yearly  for  the  increafe  of 
the  navy ;  to  repair  the  forts  within  the  land  ;  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  the  oflice  of  ordnance,  the  vivEluallers  o^ 
fice,  and  the  treafurer  of  the  navy;  to  pay  the  arrears 
due  for  the  freight  of  divers  merehant-fliips  employed 
in  his  majelly's  fervice  ;  and  to  provide  a  magazine  for. 
vi(5luals  for  land  and  fea.fcr\'ice, 

• 
On  this  meflage  the  houfe  turned  themfelves  into  a: 
committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the  liberty  of  the 
liibjed  in  his  perfon  and  goods,  and  the  fupply  of  the 
king's  neceflities.  On  die  fubjecH:  of  liberty  of  perfon^ 
Mr.  Creflceld,  a  young  lawyer,  made  a  long,  eloquent, 
and  learned  fpeech :  He  proved  that  the  common  law  of 
England  guarded  both  the  gerfons  and  property  of  the  - 

fuJbje^aL 


3^7 


Tnbjecl  from  the  prerogative  of  the  monarch.  With  the  Ann.  i62g, 
iitmoft  accuracy  and  precifion  he  ilated  both  the  rights 
of  the  king  and  fubjedl,  and  fliewed  how  illegally  the 
judges  had  a6led  in  remanding  the  gentlemen  to  prifon 
who  were  confined  on  account  of  the  loan,  and  had 
broudit  their  Habeas  Corpus  *.     It  was  refolved  on  the  loumzh  of 

^  .  Commons, 

quellion,  that  no  freeman  ought  to  be  committed,  de-  vol.  i.  p.  878, 
tained  in  prifon,  or  otherwife  reftrained,  by  the  com-  p.rfiL.  Hift. 
mand  of  the  king,  privy  council,  or  any  other,  without  Ton^j^'fJ^, 
fome  legal  caufc  of  the  commitment,  detainer,  or  re- 
fi:raint,  be  exprefix:d ;  that  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
may  not  be  denied,  but  ought  to  be  granted  to  every 
man  that  is  committed,  detained  in  prifon,  or  othervvifc 
reftrained,  though  it  be  by  tlie  command  of  the  king, 
privy  council,  or  any  other ;  that  if  a  freeman  be  com- 
mitted or  detained  in  prifon,  or  otherwife  reftrained,  no 
legal  caufe  of  fuch  commitment,  detainer,  or  reftraint, 
being  exprefifed,  if  he  is  returned  upon  an  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, that  he  ought  to  be  delivered  or  bailed  ;  that  the 
ancient  and  undoubted  rights  of  every  freeman  are,  that 
he  hath  a  full  and  abfolute  pix)perty  in  his  goods  and 
cftate,  and  that  no  tallage,  loan,  benevolence,  or  other 
like  charge,  ought  to  be  commanded  or  levied  by  the 
king,  or  any  of  liis  minifters,  without  common  confcnt 
cf  parliament. 

This  produced  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes :  J[j^^"^''^l^^' 

*  The  Saxon  inftitutions,  on  which  the  common  law  of  England  is 
grounded,  were  fo  tender  of  perfonal  liberty,  that  it  was  not  till  23 
Ed.  III.  the  eleventh  king  from  the  Conqueft,  that  a  ftatute  was  en- 
a-^cd  to  attack  the  bodies  of  men  for  debt.  Mr.  Crejkeld*s  Speech.  Par- 
Mam.  Hift.  vol  VII.  p.  379. 
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It  was  managed  by,  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
Mr.  Selden,  and  Mr.  Littleton.  The  afliftants  were,  Sir 
Benjamin  Rudyard,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  RoUes,  Mr.  Hackwell, 
Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Whiteby,  Sir  Robert  Philips,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Jones,  all  of  them  being  men  of  fpirit  and 
learning  ;  the  caufe  was  pleaded  with  great  ability.  It 
was  clearly  proved  that  the  fore-mentioned  refolutions 
were  authorized  by  Magna  Charta,  fix  feveral  flatutes, 
and  the  common  law  of  the  land  *• 

*  The  introduflion  was  allotted  to  Sir  Dudley  Diggs :  He  ihewed- 
that  the  inftitutions  of  the  Saxons  were  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
conftitution  ;  that  it  was  an  undoubted  part  of  the  common  law  of 
England,  that  the  fubjedl  had  a  true  property  in  his  goods  and  pof- 
feflions  ;  that  this  birth-right  had  been  invaded  by  prefllires  more 
grievous,  becaufe  they  had  been  purfued  by  imprifonment,  contrary 
to  the  franchile  of  the  land ;  and  that  the  late  judgment  in  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  had  rendered  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  realm  of. 
no  avail  towards  obtaining  redrcfs  for  thefe  opprefllons, 

Mr.  Littleton,  who  was  appointed  to  juftify  the  declarations  of  the- 
houfe  of  Commons,  began  with  introducing  the  twenty-ninth  article 
of  Magna  Charta :  Nullus  liber  homo  capiatur^  vel  imprifonetur^  aut  di- 
feifieiur^  de  librro  tenemento  fuo^  vel  libertatibus^  vel  liberis  conftutudinibiis 
fuis,  aut  ut  lagetuTy  aut  exuletur,  aut  alt  quo  modo  dejiruatur^  nee  fuper 
eum  ibimus,  nee  fitper  eum  mittimus^  nifi  per  legale  judicium  parium  fuo- 
rwn^  vel  per  legem  terra.  He  fliewed  that  there  was  a  corruption  crept 
into  this  copy,  and  that  the  original  words  were,  nee  eum  in  carcerem 
mittimus.  The  words,  legem  terr<e^  he  alleged,  muft  of  nccelTity  be 
\inderftood  to  be.  By  due  procefs  of  law,  and  not.  The  law  of  the 
land,  which  would  comprehend  villains  •,  that  thefe  words  were  fo  ex- 
plained in  the  fourth  article  of  a  ftatute  made  25  Ed.  III.  in  which 
reign  was  the  firft  invafion  of  this  perfonal  liberty ;  that  the  words 
were  yet  more  diredt  to  the  point  in  a  ftatute  made  in  the  twenty-eighth . 
year  of  this  monarch ;  that  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  reign  he- 
gave  an  anfwer  to  a  petition,  in  the  form  that  made  it  an  a6l  of  parlia- 
ment. That  no  arreft  by  fpecial  command  (hould  be  made,  contrary  to. 
the  ftatutes  i  tha^  a  petition  of  parliamentjjn.  the  fame  year  of  his 
z  reign* 
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Whilst  the  Commons  were  taking  thefe  meafures  Ann.  1618. 
to  defend  civil  liberty,  they  did  not  negle<5l  the  popular 

reign,  explain  the  words,  legem  terr^e,  in  the  fame  manner;  whereas 
it  is  contained  in  the  Grand  Charter,  and  other  ftatutes,  That  none 
be  taken  or  imprifoned  by  fpecial  command,  without  indifbment  or 
other  due  procefs  to  be  made  by  the  law  -,  yet  oftentimes  it  hath  been, 
and  ftill  is,  that  many  are  hindered,  taken,  and  imprifoned,  without 
indictment  or  other  procefs  made  by  the  law  upon  them.  Befides 
thefe,  Mr.  Littleton  quoted  two  ftatutes  made  againft  informers  in 
this  king's  reign,  the  words  of  them  fufficiently  explaining  the  capw 
tious  expreflion  of  legem  terra  in  Magna  Charta.  He  then  finifiied 
with  confuting  a  falfe  comment  which  had  been  made  by  the  court- 
lawyers  on  a  ftatute  termed  the  Statute  of  Weftminfter,  enaded  in  3 
Ed.  I. 

Matters  of  record  and  judicial  precedents  were  committed  to  Mr.  journals  of 
Selden,  with  the  remedy  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.     He  began  with  il-  Commons, 
luftrating  this  article,  and  then  fliewed  that  precedents  ought  not  to  ^  -  '^" 
be  relied  on  but  when  they  agreed  with  the  exprefs  law  ;  he  next  pro- 
duced twelve  precedents  to  the  point,  that  perlbns  committed  without 
a  leo-al  caufe  expreffed,  ought  to  be  delivered  upon  bail ;  and  laftly, 
offered  other  kind  of  precedents,  which  were  folemn  refolutions  of 
judges  -,  things  not  of  record,  but  yet  remaining  in  authentic  copies. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  demonftrated,   that  the  ads  of  parliament  and  Parllam.  Hlft, 
precedents  produced  were  but  fo  many  afHrmations  of  the  common  vol.  VII.  p. 
law,  and  that  there  was  no  good  reafon  of  ftate  againft  the  fliewing  ^'  '       ^* 
caufe  of  imprifonment.     He  began  by  proving,    that  if  freemen  of 
England  might  be  imprifoned  at  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  king, 
then  were  they  in  worfe  ftate  than  bondmen  and  villains.     He  then 
entered  upon  a  very  deep  difcuflion  of  the  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion in  point  of  perfonal  liberty,  and  concluded  by  fliewing  that  no 
virtuous  operation  of  government  could  be  effeded  by  leaving  to  fub- 
jeds  that  jewel  which  not  only  diftinguifties  freemen  from  flaves,  but 
the  living  from  the  dead. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  attorney-general,  that  the  feven  ftatutes  urged 
by  the  Commons  were  yet  in  force  ;  and  that  they  did  extend  moft 
properly  to  the  king  -,  but  he  faid  that  fome  of  them  were  in  general 
v/ords,  and  therefore  concluded  inothing,  but  were  to  be  expounded 
by  precedents  j  and  others  that  were  more  particular  were  applied 

to 
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Ann  i52S.     fubjccl  of  rcligious  grievances :  A  petition  againfl  recu- 
fants  was  prcfented  by  both  houfes  on  the  thirty-firft  of 

to  the  fuggeftions  of  fubjedls,  and  not  to  the  king's  command  fimply 
of  itfclf 

To  this  Mr.  Littleton  replied,  that  the  ftatutes  were  as  dirccl  as ' 
could  be ;  and  that  though  fome  of  them  fpeak  of  fuggeftions  of  fub- 
j^r-cls,  yet  others  do  not;  and  thofe  that  do  are  as  eScdlual,  for  that 
they  are  in  equal  realon,  a  commitment  by  command  of  the  king  be- 
ing of  as  great  force,  when  it  moveth  by  a  fuggeftion  from  a  fubjedt, 
as  when  the  king  takes  notice  of  the  caufe  himlelf  To  one  of  the 
twelve  precedents  which  had  been  quoted  by  Mr.  Selden,  Mr.  Attor- 
ney objcded,  that  the  lords  of  the  council  lent  letters  to  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  to  bail  the  priibners.  To  this  Mr.  Selden,  with  great 
ipirir,  replied,  that  that  letter  was  of  no  moment,  being  only  a  di- 
rection to  the  chief  juftice,  and  no  matter  of  record,  nor  any  way 
concerning  the  judges :  And  befides,  either  the  prifoaer  was  bailable 
by  law  or  not  bailable  ;  if  bailable  by  the  law,  then  he  was  to  be 
bailed  without  any  fuch  letter;  if  not  bailable  by  the  law,  then  plainly 
the  judges  could  not  have  bailed  them  upon  the  letter  without  breach 
of  oath,  which  is,  that  they  are  to  do  juilice  according  to  tJie  law 
without  having  refpedl  to  any  command  whatibever :  So  that  fuch  a 
letter,  in  any  caie,  was,  for  point  of  law,  no  weight  againfl  what  the 
record  of  the  court  fliewed. 

To  four  precedents  which  the  courtiers  had  brought  againfl:  the 
repjlutions  of  the  Commons  Mr.  Selden  objected,  that,  by  the  con- 
flant  courle  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  whofoever  came  by  Habeas 
Corpus,  or  other  writ,  into  that  court,  could  not  be  bailed  before 
they  were  firlt  ccmmicted  to  the  marfnal  of  that  court;  that  thefe 
were  thus  committed  appeared  by  the  entry  ;  and  that  this  plainly 
Clewed  that  the  coy rt  of  King's  Bench  \a  every  of  them  refolved,  that 
the  priibners  fo  committed  were  bailable,  otherwife  they  had  been  re- 
n'iandcd,  not  committed  to  the  marfhal  of  the  King's  Bench. 

According  to  the  dire6lion  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  Selden,  in  this  con- 
ference, produced  the  draught  of  a  judgment  in  the  cafe  lately  ad- 
judged  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  :  "  This  cafe  is  famous,  faid  he, 
and  well  known  to  your  lordlhips,  therefore!  need  no  further  men- 
tion it ;  and  as  yet,  indeed,  there  is  no  judgment  entered  upon  the 
;pll,  but  theie  is  room  for  any  kind  of  judgment  to  be  entered.     Bur, 
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only  gave  his  word  to  perrorm  every  article  or  the  pe-  voi.i  p.  519, 

my  lords,  there  is  a  form  of  judgment,  a  mofl;  unufual  one,  fuch  ?.n 
one  as  never  was  in  any  fuch  cafe  before  ufcd  ;  for  indeed  there  was 
never  before  any.  cafe  fo  adjudged  ;  and  this  drawn  up  by  a  chief 
clerk  of  that  court,  by  direction  of  Mr.  Attorney-general,  as  the 
houfe  was  informed  by  the  clerk ;  in  which  the  reafon  of  the  judg- 
ment, and  the  remanding  of  thefe  gentlemen,  is  exprefTed  in  fuJi 
fort  as  if  it  (hould  be  declared  upon  record  for  ever,  that  the  law  was, 
that  no  man  coukl  be  enlarged  from  imprifonmeiu  that  fl:ood  commit- 
ted by  any  fuch  ablblute  command. 

"  Now,  my  lords,  added  Mr.  Selden,  becaufe  this  draught,  if  it 
were  entered  in  the  roll,  as  it  was  prepared  for  no  other  purpofe, 
would  be  a  great  declaration  contrary,  to  the  niany  a6ls  of  parliament 
already  cited,  contrary  to  all  precedents  of  former  times,  and  to  all 
reafon  of  law,  to  the  utter  fabverfion  of  the  chiefeft  liberty  and  right 
belonging  to  every  freemen  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  for  that  efpecially 
alfo  it  fuppofeth  that  divers  ancient  records  had  been  looked  into  by 
the  court  in  like  cafes,  by  which  records  their  judgments  were  di- 
rected ;  whereas,  in  truth,  there  is  not  one  record  at  all  extant,  that, 
with  any  colour,  warrants  the  judgment;  therefore  the  houfe  of  Com-- 
mons  thought  fit  alio  that  I  fhould,  with  the  reft  that  has  been  faid, 
(hew  this  draught  to  your  lordfliips."  Mr.  Selden  concluded  his  dif- 
courfe  by  reading  out  of  a  book  of  lord  chief  juftice  Anderfon's  hand- 
writing, the  refolution  of  all  the  judges  of  England  upon  commit-- 
ments  by  abfolute  command.  This  report,  though  it  was  in  favour 
of  the  refolutions  of  the  Commons,  yet,  in  the  cafe  of  the  imprifoned 
gentlemen,  it  had  been  quoted  by  the  court-lawyers,  as  being  ftrongly 
againft  the  point  of  perfonal  liberty. 

The  report  of  lord  chief  juftice  Anderfon. 

"  Diverfe  perfons  fuercnt  comittes  a  feveral  temps  a  feveral  pry-  Rufhworth 
-fins,  fur  pleafure,  fans  bon  cuufe,  parte  de  queux  eftiant  amefnes  en  vol.  I.  p.  511, 
banck  le  roy,  et  parte  en  le  commune  banck,  fueront  accordant  a  le       ^^' 
ley  de  la  terre,  mife  a  large  et  difcharge  de  le  imprifonment,  pur  que 
aucuns  grandts  fueront  oftendus,  et  procure  un  commandement  a  Its 
judges,  que  ils  ne  ferra  ainfi  apres  ceo  nient  means  les  judges,  ne  fur- 
ceafe  mes  per  advife,  enter  eux  ils  fefoient  certain  articles,  le  tenour 
dc- queux  enfus  ct  deliver  eux  al  fcigneurs  chauncelor  et  treafurer. 
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tition,  but  added,  that  the  mildnefs  he  had  hitherto  ufed 
liad  been  upon  hope  that  foreign  princes  might  thereby 

ct  eux  fubfcribc,  avec  touts  leur  manies,  Ics  articles  font  come  crif- 
noinc. 

"  We,  her  majefty's  juftices  of  both  benches,  and  barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  defire  your  lordfhips  that  by  fome  good  means  fome  order 
may  be  taken  that  her  highnefs's  fubjedls  may  not  be  committed,  or 
detained  in  prifon,  by  commandment  of  any  nobleman  or  counfcllor, 
againfl  the  laws  of  the  realm;  either  elfe  to  help  us  to  have  accefs  to  her 
majefty,  to  the  end  to  become  fuitors  to  her  for  the  fame :  For  divers 
have  been  imprifoned  for  fuing  ordinary  aftions  and  fuits  at  the  com- 
mon law,  until  they  have  been  conftrained  to  leave  the  fame  againft 
their  wills,  and  put  the  fame  to  order,  albeit  judgment  and  execution 
have  been  had  therein,  to  their  great  lofles  and  griefs ;  for  the  aid  of 
which  perfons  her  majefty's  writs  have  fundry  times  been  direfbed  to 
fundry  perfons  having  the  cuftody  of  fuch  perfons  unlawfully  impri- 
foned, upon  which  writs  no  good  or  lawful  caufe  of  imprifonment 
hath  been  returned  or  certified  ;  whereupon,  according  to  the  laws, 
they  have  been  difcharged  of  their  imprifonment :  Some  of  which 
perfons,  fo  delivered,  have  been  again  committed  to  prifon  in  fecret 
places,  and  not  to  any  common  or  ordinary  prifon,  or  lawful  officer 
or  (heriff,  or  other,  lawfully  authorized  to  have  or  keep  a  gaol  -,  fo 
that,  upon  complaint  made  for  their  delivery,  the  queen's  courts  can- 
not tell  to  whom  to  dired  her  majefty's  writs ;  and  by  this  means 
juftice  cannot  be  done.  And  moreover,  divers  officers  and  ferjeants 
of  London  have  been  many  times  committed  to  prifon,  for  lawful  ex- 
ecuting of  her  majefty's  writs,  fued  forth  of  her  majefty's  courts  at 
Weftminfter;  and  thereby  her  majefty's  fubjedts  and  officers  are  fo 
terrified  that  they  dare  not  fue  or  execute  her  majefty's  laws,  her 
-writs,  and  commandments.  Divers  others  have  been  fent  for  by  pur- 
iuivants,  and  brought  to  London  from  their  dwellings,  and,  by  un- 
lawful imprifonment,  have  been  conftrained  not  only  to  withdraw 
their  lawful  fuits,  but  have  alfo  been  compelled  to  pay  the  purfuivants 
fo  bringing  fuch  perfons  great  fums  of  money.  All  whic^,  upon 
K:omplaint,  the  judges  are  bound,  by  office  and  oath,  to  relieve  and 
help,  by  and  according  to  her  majefty's  laws.  And  where  it  pleafeth 
your  lordfliips  to  will  divers  of  us  to  fet  down  in  what  cafes  a  prifoner 
ifent  to  cuftody  by  her  majefty,  or  her  council,  arc  to  be  detained  in 
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be  induced  to  ufc  moderation  towards  their  fubjec^s  of  Ann.  1628- 
the  reformed  religion ;  but  not  finding  that  good  effect 
which  was  expected,  he  refolved,  unlefs  he  fliould  very 
fpcedily  fee  better  fruits,  to  add  a  farther  degree  of  fe- 
verity  than  that  which  in  the  petition  was  defired.  As 
Charles's  conduct  was  diredlly  oppofite  to  the  many  pro- 
mifes  he  had  made  on  this  head,  there  is  perhaps  no 
public  tranfa(5lion  through  his  whole  reign  that  throws 
more  contempt  on  his  charadler  than  thefe  petitions 
and  anfwers,  nor  a  more  fufficient  juftification  of  the 

prifon,  and  not  to  be  delivered  by  her  majefty's  court  or  judges,  we 
think,  that  if  any  perfon  be  committed  by  her  majefty's  command 
from  her  perfon,  or  by  order  from  the  council-board  j  and  if  any  one 
or  two  of  her  council  commit  one  for  high  treafon,  fuch  perfons  fo 
in  the  cafes  before  committed,  may  not  be  delivered  by  any  of  her 
courts,  without  due  trial  by  the  law,  and  judgment  of  acquittal  had. 
Neverthelefs,  the  judges  may  award  the  queen's  writ  to  bring  the  bo- 
dies of  fuch  prifoners  before  them  -,  and  if,  upon  return  thereof,  the 
caufes  of  their  commitment  be  certified  to  the  judges,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  then  the  judges  in  the  cafe  before  ought  not  to  deliver  him,  but 
to  remand  the  prifoner  to  the  place  from  whence  he  came,  which  can- 
not conveniently  be  done  unlels  notice  of  the  caufe  in  general,  or  elfe 
in  fpecial,  be  known  to  the  keeper  or  gaoler  that  ftiall  have  the  cuf- 
tody of  fuch  prifoner." 

This  report  does  great  honour  to  thefe  judges,  who,  though  at  this 
period  entirely  dependant  on  the  crown,  were  the  only  protestors  of 
the  civil  rights  of  the  nation. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  king's  council  could  not  bring  one 
clear  precedent  that  any  prifoner  had  been  denied  bail  on  the  return 
of  their  Habeas  Corpus,  when  the  caufe  of  the  imprifonment  had  not 
been  exprefled  in  the  writ  -,  not  but  the  civil  rights  of  the  nation  had 
been  continually  infringed  in  the  arbitrary  imprifonment  of  its  fub- 
je6ts,  but  few  of  thefe  unhappy  fufferers  had  courage  enough  to  claim 
the  protection  of  the  laws,  in  oppofition  to  the  tyrannical  will  of  the 
fovereign. 
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Ann.  1623.  Commons  for  their  not  placing  any  confidence  in  his 
llrongell  aflevcrations. 

ParWEiiL       Designation  to  forc'iG:n  employments  was  not  for- 

vol.  V  U.  p.  o  I       . 

403,  sc  feq.  got  among  the  grievances  under  debate :  Sir  Peter  Hay- 
man  ftiewcd  his  cafe ;  that,  on  rcfufing  to  lend  on  a 
privy-feal,  he  was  fent  by  the  lords  of  the  council,  at 
his  own  expence,  to  attend  on  an  ambafTador  into  the 
Palatinate.  On  this  head  Sir  Edward  Coke  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  a  fubjeel,  not  being  a  fcrvant  of  the 
crown,  was  not  liable  to  forced  ibrvice  ;  and  even  in 
the  other  cafe,  where  a  fervant  refufed  fuch  a  com- 
mand, he  (hewed,  by  two  feveral  {latutes,  that-  the 
king  could  only  feize  the  offices,  fees,  and  lands,  he  held 
in  confequence  of  his  fervices,  but  no  commitment  could 
legally  cnfuc. 


The  power  which  the  crown  had  lately  iifurped  of 
infliding  domeflic  confinement,  was  canvafifed  in  the 
following  manner:  Mr.  Sclden  faid,  that  he  could  find 
no  traces  in  former  times  of  confinement  to  a  man's 
own  houfc,  or  clfe where,  by  way  of  punilhment,  ex- 
cept in  the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  who  were  fometimes  con- 
fined to  the  Old  Jewry  ;  that  a  domeftic  prifon  was  a 
confinement  only  for  madmen.  Sir  Thomas  Hobby  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  was  employed  by  Elizabeth  in  the  year 
1588  ;  that  though  at  that  time  it  was  held  necellaiy 
to  confine  recufants  in  ftrong  places,  yet  it  was  judged 
fo  illegal,  that,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  armada^ 
the  parliament  petitioned  the  queen  to  warrant  the  con- 
finement. 

With 
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With  this  bufinefs  of  grievances  the  Commons,  ac-  Ann.  1628. 
cording  to  promife,  went  on  that  of  fupply  ;  they  re- 
jefted  the  propofitions,  as  too  vad  and   too  complicat- 
ed *,  but  voted  five  fubfidies   for  the  necefiities  of  the  ll^^f^""' 
government. 


The  fatisfaction  Charles  felt  from  this  act  of  the 
Commons  drew  this  fpeech  from  him :  "  He  liked  par- 
liaments at  firft ;  yet  fincc,  he  knew  not  how,  he  was 
grown  to  a  difiafie  of  them  ;  but  was  now  where  he 
was  before,  for  he  loves  them,  and  fhall  rejoice  60  meet 
his  people  again  f ." 

Secretary  Cooke  related  to  the  houfc  this  fpeech, 
and  a  congratulatory  one  made  on  the  fame  occafion  to 
Charles  at  the  council-board,  by  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham. Though  thefe  congratulations  were  couched  in 
very  popular  terms,  yet  feveral  members  took  high  of- 
fence that  Buckingham  fhould  be  mentioned  in  that 
houfe  in  fo  important  a  manner. 

*  Mr.  Alford  faid,  that  were  they  to  anfwer  pundually  to  eveiy 
article  of  the  propofitions,  it  might  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  that  the 
fubjeds  were  to  maintain  all  the  charges  of  war. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Rich  objected,  that  as  the  bill  of  tonnage  and  pound- 
age was  allotted  for  the  defence  of  the  coaft,  it  would  be  a  bad  pre- 
cedent to  give  other  fupply  for  that  occafion.     Parliam.  Hijt.  vol.  VII. 

P-  397>  ^M- 

-f  Charles  was  in  fuch  a  hurry  to  get  this  vote  of  five  fubfidies  paf- 
fed  into  a  bill,  that  he  fent  to  defire  the  Commons  not  to  make  any 
recefs  the  Eaftcr-holidays.  This  was  unpleafmg  to  the  houfe,  left  it 
fhould  affev^t  their  power  of  adjourning  themfelvcs  when  they  pleafed: 
Sir  Edward  Coke  moved  to  have  it  entered,  that  it  was  done  ex  rogatu 
regis.     Parliam.  Hijl.  vol.  VII.  p.  436. 
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Tphs  was  not  the  only  vain  attempt  that  was  made 
to  reflorc  Buckingham  to  the  good  graces  of  the  Com- 
mons :  They  had  been  allured  from  fecrctary  Cook  that 
he  had  firfl  moved  and  perfuaded  the  king  to  aflemble  a 

parliament  *. 

After  the  Commons  had  thus  gratified  Charles  with 
a  vote  of  five  fubfidies,  they  were  wholly  engrofled  in 
preparing  an  inftrument  to  explain  more  fully  thofe 
parts  of  Magna  Charta,  and  the  fix  feveral  ftatutes,  which 
had  been  fo  notorioufly  violated  by  the  late  opprefifive 
ads  of  the  miniflry.  This  they  called  a  Petition  of 
Right,  it  containing  thofe  privileges  which  had  been  al- 
ready fiipulated  to  the  fubjedl. 

The  houfe  was  frequently  interrupted  in  this  weighty 
bufinefs  by  the  importunity  of  Charles  ;  who,  though 
he  had  given  them  afifurances  that  he  approved  of  the 
uniting  the  grievances  with  the  fupply,  continued  to 
prefs  them  to  expedite  the  latter  bufinefs  out  of  hand. 
On  the  twelfth  of  April,  fecretary  Cook  delivered  the 
following  meflage :  "  That  his  majefty  had  long  fince 
expected  the  fruit  of  that  which  was  fo  happily  begun ; 
but  finding  a  flop  beyond  expectation,  nay,  beyond  ex- 
ample, after  fo  good  a  beginning,  he  commanded  that, 
without  any  farther  or  unnecelfary  delay,  the  houfe 
Ihould  proceed  in  his  bufinefs ;  for  however  he  had 
been  willing  that  his  own  affairs  and  theirs  fhould  con- 
cur and  proceed  together,  yet  his  meaning  was  not  that 
one  Ihould  give  interruption  to  the  other,  nor  the  time 
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♦  This  was  according  to  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  advice. 


to  be  fpun  out  on  any  pretence  to  hinder  that  refolution  Ann.  162R. 
upon  which  the  common  caufe  of  this  kingdom,  and 
even  of  all  Chriftendom,  did  fo  much  depend.  He  bids 
them  therefore  take  heed  that  they  force  him  not,  by 
unnecefTary  and  tedious  delays,  to  make  an  unpleafing 
end  of  that  which  was  fo  well  begun." 

After  Sir  John  Cook  had  given  the  houfe  to  under- 
fiand  that  they  were  not  to  take  this  mefTage  as  a  threat- 
ning  to  diflblve  the  parliament,  he  farther  added,  "  I 
mull  with  fome  grief  tell  you,  that  notice  is  taken  as 
if  this  houfe  prelled  not  only  upon  the  abvifes  of  power 
but  upon  power  itfelf ;  this  toucheth  the  king,  and  us, 
who  are  fupported  by  that  power."  The  houfe  was  fo 
offended  at  what  had  fallen  from  Sir  John  Cook,  that  he 
was  moved  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  the  word 
Power.;  which,  he  faid,  was  by  them  oppofed.  This  he 
refufed,  faying,  I  cannot  defcend  to  particulars,  or  go 
from  that  which  his  majelly  gave  me  warrant  or  power 
to  deliver. 


agreed 


to 


On  the  debate  on  the  king's  meflage  it  was  at  length 
to  nominate  a  committee  to  proceed  on  griev- 
ances. Certain  inftrucftions  were  given  the  fpeaker  in 
anfwer  to  the  meflage  delivered  by  Sir  John  Cook  ;  and 
a  petition  *  was  fent  up  to  the  throne,  reprefenting  the 

*  According  ro  the  inftru6lions  which  the  Commons  had  given,  the 
fpeaker  alleged,  in  his  preamble  to  the  petition,  that  the  preferving 
thofe  fundamental  liberties  which  concern  the  freedom  of  perfon,  and 
property  of  goods  and  lands,  were  an  efiential  means  to  eftablilh  the 
true  glory  of  a  monarch,  for  rich  and  free  fubjeds  were  beft  able  to 
do  fcrvice,  either  in  peace  or  war  j  that  this  had  been  the  caufe  of 
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illegality  of  billeting  of  foldicrs,  and  the  enormities  oc- 
<:afioned  by  that  oppreflivc  meafiire  ;  This  was  to  be  the 
prelude  to  the  Petition  of  Riglit.  On  the  fourteenth  of 
April  the  judges  attended  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  to  give 
an  account  of  the  reafons  of  their  judgment  in  the 
cafe  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  imprifoned  with- 
out an  exprefs  caufe  (hewn.  Sir  Nicholas  Hyde  endea- 
voured to  excufe  himfelf  and  brethren  from  this  talk, 
by  reprefenting  it  as  a  thing  they  ought  not  to  do  with- 
out warrant  from  the  king.  The  popular  member?, 
f]rcd  at  this  rcfuHil,  the  lord  Say  anfwercd,  "  If  the 
judges  will  not  declare  thcmfllves,  we  mud  take  into 
ronfidcration  the  point  of  our  privilege."  The  duke  of 
Buckingham,  having  undertaken  to  compofe  this  dilfer- 
£ncc,  fent  a  meflcige  to  the  king  for  leave  that  the  judges 
might  obey  the  injundlions  of  the  houfe.  An  anfwcr 
liaving  been  returned  in  the  affirmative,  the  judges  pro- 
ceeded to  give  the  demanded  faiisfac^tion.  The  authori- 
ties which  thefe  corrupt  expounders  of  the  law  quoted 
to  juflify  their  proceedings  were  fo  unfatisfadlory  that, 
if  there  had  been  any  thing  wanting  to  the  triumph  of 
ihe  Commons,  it  would  have  been  compleated  by  the 
poornefs  of  that  which  was  urged  in  vindication  of  the 
qucflioned  judgment  *, 

the  happy  and  famous  viaories  of  the  Englifti,  beyond  other  kin^r, 
doms  of  larger  territories  and  greater  numbers  of  people.  Parliam, 
Hiji.  vol.  ViL  p.  445. 

Charles  was  much  dlfpleafed  with  the  petition,  and  flill  more  with 
this  preamble. 

*  A  few  arbitrary  precedents  were  quoted,  and  juftlce  Jones  farther 
mfiRed,  they  could  not  have  acled  otherwife  •,  for  if  they  had  allowed 
bail  It  would  have  reflected  on  the  king.  Every  one  of  the  judges 
pleaded  merit  fjrnot  having  complied  with  the  requcft  of  Heath,  that 

a  ipecial 
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Thus  foiled,  the  courtiers  did  not  altogether  give  up  Ann.  1628; 
the  point :  The  matter  was  again  argued  at  a  conference 
between  the  two  houfes,  by  the  attorney-general  and  the 
king's  council  on  one  fide,  and  a  feka  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  on  the  other.  Though  prolix  quo- 
tations ought  to  be  avoided  by  an  hiflorian,  yet  I  muft 
again  tranfgrefs  this  general  rule,  to  give  my  reader  a 
juil  idea  of  thofe  accurate  fentiments  of  liberty,  perfonal 
and  political,  which  fell  from  the  illudrious  perfonagcs 
that  argued  on  the  fide  of  their  country. 

The  attorney-general  came  fraught  with  authorities  Fariiam. im 
to  combat  the  good  fenfe,  reafon,  and  learning,  of  his  ;t  Tfeq/* 
antagonifls.  He  began  his  difcourfe  by  objecting  to  the 
conftruction  which  the  committee  had  made  of  the 
words,  per  legem  terra: :  "  If,  faid  he,  they  are  to  be  ua- 
derftood  per  debitum  legis  proeejum,  i.  e.  by  indidlment,  pre- 
fentment,  or  original  writ,  then  it  mull  necelTarily  fol- 
low,  that  no  oifender  could  juflly  and  legally  be  com- 
mitted and  reftrained  of  his  liberty,  unlefs  he  was  firll 
indicted  or  prefented  by  a  juiy,  or  that  an  original  writ 
was  brought  againft  him  ;  which  neither  is,  nor  ever 
was,  the  practice  of  this  kingdom  in  criminal  cafes." 
After  enlarging  a  little  more  on  the  fubjec%  he  quoted 
the  opinions  and  refolutions  of  thofe  judges  that  were 
efteemed  the  fligcs  of  the  law :  Stamford,  in  his  Pleas 
of  the  Crown,  judge  Fortefcue,  Fitzherbcrt,  Newton,  and 

a  fpecial  entp;  might  be  made  of  the  judgment.  They  alleged,  that 
they  had  only  made  an  award,  and  that  the  prifoners  miaht  h;:evc 
brought  another  Habeas  Corpus  the  next  day.  The  judges  "difclaim- 
ing  that  they  had  given  any  judgment  in  the  point  was  a  tacit  confef- 
fion  that  they  could  not  have  juftified  fuch  an  ad. 

Sir 
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Am.  1623.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  had  advanced  in  tlie  houfc  of 
Commons,  that  one  committed  by  the  body  of  the  coun- 
cil was  not  bailable  by  law.  After  he  had  dwelt  fome 
time  on  thcfc  authorities,  and  made  fome  frivolous  ob- 
jections to  the  precedents  which  had  been  quoted  on  the 
other  fide,  he  purfued  his  argument  in  the  following 
manner  :  "  But  it  hath  been  obje6led,  that  if  the  king 
or  council  may  commit,  without  fhewing  caufe,  it  would 
be  infinitely  full  of  mifchief :  for  as  the  king  may  com- 
mit one,  fo  he  may  commit  many  j  as  he  may  commit 
for  a  jull  caufe,  fo  he  may  commit  without  a  caufc;  as 
he  may  commit  for  a  time,  fo  he  may  commit  for  a 
perpetual  imprifonment.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it  can- 
not be  imagined  of  the  king  that  he  will  at  any  time, 
or  in  any  cafe,  do  injullice  to  his  fubjedls.  It  is  a 
maxim  in  our  law,  that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong  ; 
therefore  the  king  can  give  no  land  by  difleifin  ;  he  can 
give  no  advowfon  by  ufurpation  ;  and  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  defect  or  impotcncy  in  the  king,  that  it 
is  held  for  a  point  of  his  prerogative  *.  The  reafon  is, 
as  the  king  is  fupreme  governor  of  his  people,  fo  he  is 
pater  patria,  therefore  he  cannot  want  the  affedlion  of  a 
father  towards  his  children."  He  then  proceeded  to  ex- 
amplify  the  nccefllty  of  trufting  the  king  with  the  quef- 
tioned  point  of  power,  inllancing  two  pretended  ncccf- 
lary  acts  of  tyranny  of  Elizabeth ;  the  one  in  imprifon- 
ing  fome  llifpedted  perfons  till  one  Owen,  a  chief  con- 
fpirator,  was  caught,  and  the  other  in  committing  to 

*  Thefe  two  examples  of  legal  reftraints  upon  the  prerogative 
are  dire«5lly  contrary  to  the  point  of  fuppofcd  infallibility  in  the 
prince. 

*  perpetual 
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perpetual  confinement  the  two  innocent  fons  of  the  Irifh  Ann.  i62g.. 
rebel  O'  Donnel. 

Serjeant  Afhley  feconded  what  the  attorney-general  Pariiam.Hiii, 
had  advanced,  by  afTerting  that  by  lex  terra  could  only  ^!';  &  [eq.^' 
be  meant  the  law  of  the  land  j  that  there  were  divers  f;P^f'n<='^'5 

iarliamenta* 

laws  of  the  land,  as,  the  common  law,  the  law  of  the  '"•  p-  h^. 
Chancery,  the  ecclefiaftical  law,  the  law  of  the  Admi-      ^^ 
ralty,   or  the  marine  law,   the   law  of  merchants,  the 
martial  law,  and  the  law  of  the  (late  ;  that  thefe  words, 
legem  terra,  extended  to  all  thefe  ;  and  that  by  this  law 
of   flate   kings   could   imprifon   their   fubjeds   at  their 
pleafure,    without  fhewing  the  caufe.     "  Divine  truth 
informs  us,  faid  he,  that  kings  have  their  powxr  from 
•God,  and  are  reprefentative  gods ;  the  pfalmift  calling 
them  the  children  of  the  mod  high,  which  is  in  a  more 
.  cfpecial  manner  underilood  of  kings  than  of  other  men ; 
for  all  the  fons  of  Adam  are  by  creation  the  children  of 
God,  and  all   the  fons  of  Abraham  are,  by  re-creation 
or  regeneration,  the  children  of  the  mod  high :  But  it 
is  faid  of  kings,  they  are  the  children  of  the  mofl  high 
in  refpect  of  the  power  that  is  committed  to  them,  who 
hath  alfo  furniflied  them  with  ornaments  and  arms  fit 
for  the  exercifing  that  power,  and  given  them  fceptres 
and  crowns  ;   fceptres  to  inilitutc,  and  fwords  to  execute 
laws  ;   and  crowns,  as  enfigns  of  that  power  and  dig- 
nity with  which  they  are  invefted  :  Shall  we,  then,  con- 
ceive that  our  king  hath  fo  far  tranfmitted  the  power 
of  his  fword  to  inferior  magiflratcs   that  he  hath  not 
rcfervcd  fo  much  fupreme  power  as  to  commit  an  of- 
fender to  prifon." 
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Ann.  1628.         Serjeant  Aflilcy's  zeal  for  flavery  fubiedcd  him  to 

Parliam.  Hill.     ,.  .  r    r  it,/- 

vol.  Mill.  p.  this  ominous  reproof  from  the  lord  prefident,  who  told 
^^'  the  gentlemen  of  the  Commons'  houfe,  that  though  at 

this  free  conference  liberty  was  given  by  the  Lords  to 
the  king's  counfel  to  fpeak  what  they  thought  fit  for 
his  majefly's  fervice,  yet  Mr.  Serjeant  Alhley  had  no  au- 
thority or  direction  from  them  to  fpeak  in  the  manner 
he  had  done. 

These  were  the  anfwers  of  the  committee  to  what 
had  been  advanced  on  the  king's  fide  by  the  attorney 
Ibid.  &feq.  and  the  fcrjcattt :  and,  firft,  Mr.  Littleton  faid,  that  they 
had  never  reflrained  the  procefs  of  the  law  to  writs  ori- 
ginal ;  but  by  the  words,  procefs  of  the  law,  they  un- 
derilood  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  law,  and  fo  took 
in  the  conftables,  and  all  thofe  inferior  officers,  who, 
notwithftanding,  are  never  ufed  without  a  caufe.  He 
Ihewed  the  futility  of  Mr.  Attorney's  conclufion,  and 
then  faid,  that  as  to  what  Mr.  Serjeant  underilood  per  le- 
gem  terra,  many  laws  in  England,  martial,  admiral,  ec- 
clefiaflical,  and  that  the  9  Edw.  III.  called  merchant  law, 
he  challenged  any  man  in  England  to  fhew  that  lex 
terra  fhould  be  fpoken  of  any  but  the  common  law,  in 
any  law-book,  ilatute,  or  antient  record.  "  And,  con- 
tinued he,  for  what  that  gentleman  objcdls,  that  the 
houfe  of  Commons  think  they  have  gained  their  caufe, 
becaufe  the  king's  counfel  have  yielded  the .  flatutes  to 
be  in  force  ;  alas  !  we  ido  not  labour  for  vidory,  but 
truth;  convince  our  undcrftandings  by  better  reafons, 
and  the  caufe  Ihall  be  yours." 

Sir  Edward  Coke  took  up  the  example  of  O'  Donnel's 

chil- 


children,  and  faid,  that  it  was  a  flrange  provifo  that  a  Ann.  i6?8. 
thing  happening  in  an  hundred  year  fhould  overthrow 
and  mar  fo  many  flatutes  in  continual  ufe,  againfl  the 
old  rule,  ^^  ad  eaqita  frequentlus  accidunt  jura  adaptantur."  To 
the  next  example  which  Mr.  Attorney  had  brought,  that 
a  king  is  trufled  in  greater  things,  as  war,  money,  par- . 
dons,  denifons,  ergo,  &c.  "  I  deny,  faid  he,  that  thefe 
are  greater  things,  for  the  liberty  of  the  perfon  is  be- 
yond them  all  ;  befides,  whatever  the  king's  power  is 
in  thefe  points  by  the  common  law,  yet  is  it  qualified 
by  acSts  of  parliament."  To  prove  this  aflertion.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke  cited  feveral  flatutes.  "  The  common  law, 
continued  he,  hath  fo  admeafured  the  king's  prerogative, 
as  he  cannot  prejudice  any  man  in  his  inheritance  :  Law 
doth  privilege  noblemen  in  arrefls  ;  this  new  dodlrine, 
like  the  little  god  Terminus,  yields  to  none ;  nay,  the 
judges  themfelves,  when  they  fliould  fit  on  the  bench, 
mufl  be  walking  towards  the  Tower  *." 

*  Sir  Edward  Coke,  with  a  very  laudable  candour,  owned  that  his 
former  opinion  was  an  erroneous  one.  He  complained  that  he  had 
not  been  well  dealt  with  to  have  his  reports,  wliilft  a  fludent,  cited 
againft  him.  He  defired  Mr.  Attorney  to  remember  that  he  had  not 
veriiatem  ex  cathedra^  or  infallibity  of  fpirit.  He  owned  that  he  had 
milgrounded  his  opinion  on  the  33d  of  Henry  VI.  which  being  no- 
thing to  the  purpofe,  he  was  afifured  that  his  opinion  was  nothing  to 
the  purpofe.  "  I  confefs,  faid  he,  when  I  read  Stamford  then,  and 
Jiad  it  in  my  hand,  I  was  of  that  opinion  at  the  council-table  -,  but 
when  I  perceived  that  fome  of  the  members  of  this  houfe  were  taken 
away,  even  in  the  face  of  this  houfe,  #ind  fent  to  prifon,  and  when  I 
was  not  far  off  from  that  place  myfelf,  I  went  to  my  book,  and  would 
not  be  quiet  till  I  had  fatisfied  myfelf:  Stamford  at  firft  was  my  guide, 
but  my  guide  hath  deceived  me,  and  therefore  1  fwerved  from  it ;  I 
liave  now  better  guides  -,  ads  of  parliament,  and  other  precedents  ; 
thefe  are  now  my  guides."  Parliam.  Hifi.  vol.  VIII.  p.  62.  Guthrie, 
vol.  IIL  p.  878. 

F  f  f   2  Mr. 
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Mk.  Glanvillc  obfervcd  that  the  king  might  fafely  be 
trufled  with  what  concerned  liimfelf  equally  with  the 
fubjedt,  biit  not  with  what  only  concerned  the  fubjedt : 
"  We  allow  him  a  liberty  to  confer  grace,  adds  he ;  but 
not,  without  caufe,  to  inflitft  punifliment ;  and  indeed 
he  cannot  do  injury,  for  if  he  commanded  to  do  a  man 
wrong,  the  command  is  void  in  law,  and  the  ador  be- 
comes the  wrong  doer." 

Mr.  Selden  ufed  many  learned  arguments  to  enforce 
the  foregoing  ones,  and  defired  the  Lords  to  weigh  the 
ditTerence  between  the  king's  council  and  their  antago- 
nifls :  "  The  king's  counfel,  faid  he,  fpeak  for  the 
king's  advantage,  as  gloflers  and  parties  ;  but  the  condi- 
tion  of  their  antagonifts  is  this,  that  as  they  are  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  of  Commons  they  are  bound  to  fpeak 
truth,  and  alfo,  by  a  ftrid  oatlv  to  maintain  the  king's 
rights  and  pre-eminence. 
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Sir  Edward  Coke  concluded  with  this  fpeech  :  "  My 
lords,  your  noble  anceftors,  whofe  places  you  hold,  were 
parties  to  Magna  Charta,  fo  called  for  weight  and  fub- 
ilance  ;  and  you,  my  lords  the  bifliops,  are  commanded 
to  thunder  out  your  anathemas  againfl  all  infringers 
of  it  ;  and  all  the  worthy  judges  that  deferved  their 
places  have  ever  held  Magna  Charta  in  great  eftimation* 
Now  as  juftice  hath  a  fword,  fo  it  hath  a  balance :  Put 
together,  my  noble  lords,  in  one  balance,  feven  adts  of 
parliament,  records,  precedents,  reafons,  all  that  we  have 
fpoken,  and  that  ilatute  of  i  8  Edw.  III.  whereto  there 
has  been  no  anfwer ;  and,  in  God's  name,  put  into  the 
other  balance,  what  Mr.  Attorney  hath  faid,  his  wit, 
*  learning,. 


learning,  and  great  endowments  of  nature ;  and  if  he  Ann.  1628. 
be  weightier,  let  him  have  it  ;  if  not,  then  conclude 
with  us.  You  are  involved  in  the  fame  danger  with 
ns,  and  therefore  we  defire  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
Commons  of  England,  reprefented  in  us,  that  we  may 
have  caufe  to  give  God  and  the  king  thanks  for  your 
juftice  in  complying  with  us." 

Mr.  Attorney  fummed  up  the  arguments,  and  Mr, 
Noy  rejoined.  That  it  was  agreed  on  both  fides,  that  die 
king  might  commit  for  a  caufe,  not  without.  But  Mr. 
Attorney  had  faid,  he  was  not  bound  to  exprefs  a  caufe; 
to  which  it  was  replied,  that  the  judges  are  to  judge 
between  him  and  his  people,  ergo,  no  caufe  no  judgment;, 
and  therefore  the  king  ought  not  to  commit  for  any 
time,  no,  not  an  hour,  without  exprelling  the  caitfe. 

In  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  on  this  con-  Pariiam. iTi/f, 
ference,  on  a  motion  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  a  fpi-  it  Tfeq.^* 
rited  popular  peer,  ferjeant  Afhley  was  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  for  the  unconftitutional  dodlrine  he  had  advanced 
in  behalf  of  the  crown  *.  This  noble  lord  difplayed  a 
ftrong  and  lively  xalent  of  reafoning  in  fupport  of  what 
had  been  advanced  by  the  Commons.  I  will  obfervc 
fomething  out  of  the  law,  faid  he,  wherein  this  liberty 

♦  On  a  petition,  exprefling  his  forrow  for  the  difplcafure  he  had 
given,  and  defiring  to  make  fuch  recognition  as  the  Lords  fhould  en- 
join him,  he  was  admitted  to  make  his  fubmiflion,  and  afk  forgivenefs 
tor  his  fault ;  this  he  did  upon  his  knees,  and  was  then  difcharged 
from  cullody.  The  grounds  of  the  accufation  againft  him  was  the 
pleading  that  the  king  mud  be  allowed  to  govern  by  a  law  of  Hate. 
Barliam,  Hijt.  vol.  VIIL  p.  6%  ^  Jeg,. 
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of  the  fubjeas  perfon  is  founded,  and  fomething  out  of 
the  precedents  which  have  been  alleged.      As  to  Magna 
Charta,  and  the  reft,  concerning  thefe  points,  they   are 
acknowleged  by  all  to  be  now  in  force ;  that  they  were 
made  to  fecure  the  fubjec^   from  wi'ongful   iniprifon- 
nient  -,  and  that  they  concern  the  king  as  much  or  ra- 
ther more  than   the  fubjea:.      Well  then,  bcfides  Magna 
Charta,  and  thofe  fix  other  ads   of  parliament,  in  the 
very  point,  we  know  that  Magna  Charta  itfelf  hath  been 
at  Icaft  thirty  times  confirmed,  fo  now  at  this   time  we 
have  thirty-fix  or  thirty-feven  ac1:s  of  parliament  to  con- 
firm this  liberty,  altho'  it  was   made  a  matter  of  deri- 
fion  the  other  day  in  this  houfe. — Now,  therefore,  if  in 
parliartient  we  fliall  make  any  doubt  of  that  which  is 
fo  fully  confirmed   by  parliament;    and,  in  a  cafe   io 
clear,  go  about  by  new  gloilcs  to   alter  thefe  old  and 
good  laws  ;  we  fliall  not  only  for  fake  tlic  iiops  of  our 
fore-fathers,  who,  in  caies  even   of   fmall    importance, 
would   anfwer  Kohnnus  hges  JngUa  mittari  but  we   fliall 
yield  up  and  betray  our  right  in  the  greaicfl  inheritance 
the  fubjec^s  of  England  have,  and   that  is   the  laws  of 
England.     Truly,  I  wonder   how  any  man  can  think 
that  this  houfe,  though  no  lawyers,  cm  admit  of  fuch 
a  glofs  upon  a  plain  text  as  fliould  overthrow  the  very 
end  and  defign  of  the  law.      Tor  whereas   the   law  of 
Magna  Charta  is,  that  no  freeman  fhall  be  imprifoncd 
but  by  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 
land,  it  has   been  infiftcd   on  by   feme,   that  by  thefe 
words,  "  the  law  of  the  land,"   it   is  to  be  underftood 
that  the  king  hath   power  to  commit  without  fhewing 
any  caufe ;  which  is  an  cxpofition  not  only  exprefly  con- 
trary to  other  ads  of  parHament,  and  thofe  efpecially 
I  before 
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before  cited,  but  againft  common  fenfe.  Mr.  Attorney  Ann.  1628. 
confefleth  this  law  concerneth  the  king  j  why  then, 
where  the  law  faith  the  king  fhall  not  commit  but  by 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  meaning  muft  be,  as  Mr.  At- 
torney would  have  it,  that  the  king  muft  not  commit 
bue  ..t  his  own  pleafure.  And  fliall  we  think  that  our 
anccJ->rs  were  lb  foolifh  as  to  hazard  their  perfons  and 
eftace.,  and  labour  fo  much  to  get  a  law,  and  to  have  it 
thirty  limes  confirmed,  that  the  king  might  not  commit 
his  fubjc.U  but  at  his  own  pleafure?  nothing  can  be 
more  ridicule  us,  or  more  contrary  to  reafon  and  com- 
mon fenfe. — Mr.  Serjeant  Afhley  the  other  day  told  your 
lordfhips  of  the  emblem  of  a  king  ;  but  by  his  leave 
he  made  a  wrong  ufe  of  it,  for  the  king  holds  in  one 
hand  the  globe,  and  in  the  other  the  fceptre,  the  types 
of  fovereignty  and  mercy ;  but  his  fword  of  juftice  is 
ever  carried  before  him  by  a  minifter  of  juftice,  which 
fhews  tliat  fubjeds  may  have  their  remedies  for  injuftice 
done,  and  that  appeals  lie  to  higher  powers." 

The  conclufion  of  the  debates  of  this  houfe  was, 
that  a  commitment  by  the  king  or  his  council  is  good 
in  point  of  authority  ;  and,  if  the  caufe  of  the  commit- 
ment was  juft,  then  it  was  good  in  point  of  matter  ; 
but  that  thefe  two  concellions  were  no  way  to  prejudice 
the  king's  authority,  nor  yet  the  propofitions  of  the. 
houfe  of  Commons. 

Notwithstanding  the  continual  importuning  mef- 
fages  with  which  the  Commons  were  plied  from  the 
throne,  they  were  at  this  time  folely  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing  the  Petition   of  Right.     The  fubfidy-bill   had  not 
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^Ann.  1&2S.  paflcd,  and  Charles  was  in  a  perplexing  fituation  :  Tlic 
Commons  he  found  deaf  to  every  propofal  that  thwarted 
their  intended  purpofe  }  to  lofe  the  fupply,  and  diflblvc 
the  parliament,  on  the  refufal  of  aflenting  to  that  which 
had  been  clearly  proved  the  legal  privileges  of  the  fub- 
jea,  was  a  meafure  that  cveii  the  defperate  Buckingham 
would  not  venture  on.  To  confirm  privileges  which 
clalhed  fo  entirely  with  the  pretenfions  of  the  crown, 
privileges  which  evinced  the  injuftice  of  the  late  mea- 
fure, was  a  condefcenfion  infupportably  humiliating  to 
the  monarchical  Charles. 

His  party  had  prevailed  fo  far  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
that  they  had  font  the  following  meflage  to  the  Com- 
mons :  That  they  concurred  with  that  affembly  in  their 
ddlre  of  all  juft  liberties  to  the  fubjecft,  but  they  found 
it  fit  and  neccllaiy  alfo  to  prefcrve  the  juft  prerogative 
of  the  king  :  And  to  the  end  that  both  houfes  might 
a<Trcc  therein,  they  defired  another  conference  on  the 
fubject.     In  this  conference  the  archbiQiop  of  Canter- 
bury, who,  though  a  good  man,  was  an  indifFcTcnt  po- 
Ephemeris      i^iciau,  propofcd  that  certain  proportions,  inflead  of  the 
ria.  p  su  &  Petition  of  Right,  fhould  be   prefcnted  by  both  houlcs 
^'^'  to  the  king  for  his  aflent.     The  fubftance  of  thefc  pro- 

pofitions  was,  Tiiat  the  king  fliould  declare  that  Magna 
Charta,  and  the  fix  fubfequcnt  ftatutcs,  were  yet  in  force  ; 
that  cverv  free  fubjcd  had  a  property  in  his  goods  ; 
that  it  was  his  royal  plcafure  that  his  fubjcdts  fliould 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  their  anceftors  enjoyed  under  the 
beft  and  the  moft  noble  of  his  progenitors  -,  that  in  all 
caufes  within  the  cognizance  of  the  civil  law,  and  con- 
cerning the  liberty  of  the  fubject,  he  would  proceed  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  laws  eftabliOied  in  the  realm ;  that  he 
would  refolve  not  to  ufe  his  prerogative  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  people ;  and  if  he  fliould  find  juft  caufe  of  ftate 
to  imprifon  or  rcftrain  any  man's  perfon,  that  he  would 
gracioufly  declare  that  he  would,  within  a  convenient 
time,  exprefs  the  caufe  of  the  commitment  or  reftraint, 
either  general  or  fpecial,  and,  upon  a  caufe  fo  exprefled' 
would  leave  him  immediately  to  be  tried  according  to 
the  common  juftice  of  the  kingdom. 

9 

Men  lefs  judicious  and  clear-fighted  than  were  the 
members  which  compofed  the  prefent  houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  might  have  feen  that  thefe  propofitions  were  fo 
far  from  anfwering  the  purpofe  of  reftraining  the  pre- 
rogative,  that  they  acknowleged  a  power  in  the  king 
which  defeated  the  intent  of  every  ftatute  that  had  been 
made  in  favour  of  the  fubject  The  Commons  avoided 
quarrelling  with  the  Lords  at  this  critical  jundlure  ; 
therefore,  without  making  any  comment  on  their  pro- 
pofal,  they  in  very  civil  terms  excufed  themfelves  from 
aflenting  to  it,  and  fteadily  adhered  to  their  own  refo- 
lution. 

This  conference  was  immediately  followed  byafpeech 
from  tlie  lord-keeper,  which  aflhred  the  two  houfes,  that 
the  king  looked  upon  the  ftatutes  infifted  upon  for  the 
fubjecfts'  liberty  to  be  all  in  force ;  that  he  will  main- 
tain  all  his  fubjec^s  in  the  juft  freedom  of  their  per* 
fons,  and  fafety  of  their  eftates  ;  that  he  will  govern  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  ftatutcs  of  the  realm  -,  and  that 
they  fliall  find  as  much  fecurity  in  his  royal  word  and 
promife,  as  by  any  law  they  could  make. 
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It  would  fwell  this  work  with  much  infipid  matter 
to  relate  all  the  abfurd  fpeeches  and  meflages  which 
paffed  on  this  occafion  :  Secretary  Cook  enlarged  upon 
Pariiam.Hift.  them  all.     The  following  argimients  were  at  diiFercnt 
rt  Tfeq^'  times  ufed  by  this  tool  of  royalty,  to  bring  the  Com- 
p.  95,  &  feq.  ^^^g  ^^  acknowlegc  the  court  creed ;  viz.  A  fovereignty 
in  the  prince  fuperior  to  laws  ;  that  thefe  might  dire^, 
but  could  not  reflrain,  a  monarch  j  and  that  confequently 
the  fubjeds'  fureft  dependance  was  on  the  word  of  their 
king,  who  would  look  upon  himfclf  as  bound  by  the 
facred  ties  of  honour  to  keep  what  he   had  folemnly 
promifed.     "  Whatfoever  law  we  can  make,  faid  Cook, 
mull  come  to  his  majefty's  allowance ;  and  if  his  ma- 
jefty  find  caufe  in  his  government,  he  need  not  put  life 
to  it.     We  daily  fee  all  laws  are  broken,  and  all  laws 
mull  be  broken  for  the  public  good.     The  wrath  of  a 
king  is  like  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  and  all  laws,  with 
his  wrath,  are  of  no   cfFcd  ;  but   the   king's  favour  is 
like  the  dew  of  the  grafs ;  there  all  will  profper  ;  and 
may  God  make  him   the  inftrument  to  unite  all  our 
hearts.     The  king's  heart  is  in  his  promife  ;  is  not  his 
majefty  engaged  in  his  royal  v.^ord  ?  can  we  do  more  ? 
we  are  come  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubje^l,  and  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  king.      I  hope  we  fhall  not  add  any 
thing  to  ourfelves  to  deprcfs    him.     Will  we    in   this 
neceflity  ilrivc   to  bring  ourfelves   into  a   better  condi- 
tion,   and   greater   liberty,    than   our   fathers    had,  and 
-     the   crown    into   a   worfc  ?    1   dare  not  advife  his  ma- 
jefty to  admit  that.     We  deal  with  a  wife  and  valiant 
prince,  that  hath  a  fword  in  his  hand  for  our  good  j 
aid  this  good  is  fupportcd  by  power.     Do  not  think 
that  by  cafes  of  law  and  debate  we  can  make  that  to 

be 


CHARLES 


L 


411 


nn.  io:S. 


be    no   law,   which,   in  experience,   we  every  dav  find  a 
iiecefTary.     Make   what    law   you  will,   government   is 
a  folid  thing,    and   muft  be    fupportcd   for  our  good. 
If  I  will  difcharge  my  duty,  added  he,  and  the  oatli  I 
have  taken  to  his  majefty,  I  muft  commit,  and  neither 
exprefs  the  caufe  to  tlie  goaler  nor  to  the  judges,  nor 
to  any  counfellor  in  England,  but   to  the  king  himfelf. 
Yet  do  not  think  I  go  without  ground  or  reafon,  or  take 
this  power  committed  to  me  to  be  unlimited ;  yea,  to 
me  it  is  rather  a  charge,  burden,  and  danger  j  for  if  I, 
by  this  power,  fhall  commit  the  pooreft  porter,  if  it  ap- 
pears I  do  it  not  upon  a  juft  caufe,  the  burden  will  fall 
heavier  upon  me  than  the  law  can  inflid,  for  I  fhall 
lofe  my  credit  with  his  majefty,  and  alfo  my  place ;  and 
I  befeech  you  confider  whether  thofe  that  have  been  in 
the  fame  place  have  not  committed  freely,  and  not  any 
doubt  made  of  it,  nor  complaint  from  the  fubjed." 

Had  tlic  meaning  of  Charles's  anxiety  to  get  rid  of 
the  Petition  of  Right  been  lefs  apparent  to  the  Com- 
mons  than  it  really  was,  this  dodlrine  would  have  fuffi- 
ciently  fliewn  what  ufe  the  monarch  intended  to  make 
of  the  demanded  forbearance ;  that  what  the  Commons 
infifted  on  as  their  undoubted  right  he  would  have  con- 
ftrued  as  flowing  from  royal  favour;  that  the  power 
of  princes  could  -not  be  limited  by  human  bonds ;  and 
tliat  the  rectitude  of  their  judgment  was  the  only  fafe- 
guard  of  fubjeds  ;  that  all  laws  muft  give  way  to  rea- 
fons  of  ftate,  of  which  reafons  of  ftate  fovereigns  were 
the  fole  judges. 


«  Was  ever  a  verbal  declaration  of  the  kin?,  faid  Sir  P-iriJam. Hiii. 

^  '        ,  ,  vol.  VIII.  p, 

^^  S  S  '  Edward  »C4,  &  fcq. 
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Edward  Coke,  verbum  regis  f  When  grievances  be,  the 
parliament  is  to  redrefs  theni.  Did  ever  parliament  rely 
on  meflages  ?  they  put  up  petitions  of  their  grievances, 
and  tlie  king  ever  anfwered.  The  king's  anfwers  are 
very  gracious  :  But  what  is  the  law  of  the  realm  ?  that 
is  the  queftion.  All  fucceeding  kings  will  fay,  "  Ye 
mud  truft  me  as  ye  did  my  predeceflbrs,  and  truft  my 
meflages."  But  meflages  of  love  never  came  into  a  par- 
liament ;  let  us  put  up  a  Petition  of  Right,  not  that  I 
diftruft  the  king,  but  that  I  cannot  take  his  trufl:  but  in 
a  parliamentary  way." 

«  Never  houfe  of  Commons,  faid  Sir  Thomas  Went- 
worth,  trufted  more  in  the  goodnefs  of  their  king,  fo 
far  as  regarded  themfelves  only,  as  the  prefent ;  but  we 
are  ambttious  that  his  majefty's  goodnefs  may  remain 
to  pollerity,  and  we  are  accountable  to  a  public  truft  : 
And  therefore,  feeing  there  hath  been  a  public  violation 
of  the  laws  by  his  minifters,  nothing  can  fatisfy  them 
but  a  public  amends." 

The  fubftance  of  this  fpeech  was  deUvcred  to  the- 
Ling  in  an  anfwer  to  the  many  importunate  meflages  he 
had  fent  the  Commons  to  rely  upon  his  royal  word. 
This  drew  from  him  an  aflent  to  the  propofed  bill  •,  but 
the  very  next  day  fecrctary  Cook  again  importuned  the 
houfe  on  the  old  ftrain  of  depending  on  the  faith  of  the 
crown  *.      Charles,  as  a  proof  how  much  that  faith  was 

♦  Secretary  Cook  propofed  that  this  point  {hould  be  debated  before 

the  houfe,  and  not  before  a  committee,  laying,  that  it  was  a  new. 

courfe  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.     I'his  propofal  of 

fecrctary  Cook  was  not  aflcnted  to,  and  Sir  John  Elliot  replied,  that 
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to  be  relied  on,  after  having  given  the  Commons  to  un-  Ann.  1628. 
derftand  that  he  aflented  to  their  defire  of  a  confirmation  vof.  viii.  p.' 
of  the  privilege  of  the  fubjedl  in  their  own  way,  fent  a  *^°'  ^^^^' 
letter  to  the  Lords  to  fruftrate  the  intent  of  the  petition ; 
viz.  That  he  could  not  give  up  the  point  of  committing 
in  matters  of  ftate ;  that  he  promifed  for  the  future  to 
be  very   tender  of  the  peoples'  privileges  ;    to   commit 
none  for  not  lending  money ;  and  that  the  caufes  of  alL 
commitments  fhould  be  exprefled  as  foon  as  they  could 
with  fafety. 

Trifling  and  unfatisfadlory  as  were  thefe  afliirances,. 
they  had  fo  much  weight  with  the  Lords  *  that  they  re- 
commended to  the  Commons  that  their  petition  might 
be  reduced  within  the  compafs  of  the  king's  letter.  The 
Commons  refufed  to  proceed  upon  the  letter,  as   being 
contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  parliaments  ;  but  offered  to 
confer  on  any  alterations  which  fliould  be  propounded 
by   the   Lords.      The  Lords,   after  having   debated  this  The  Lorda 
matter  fome  days,  refolved  on  the  following  addition  tOadd^Jio^nw 
the  petition,  which  the  Commons  had  referred  to  their  of^R^it^'^ 
approbation :  "  We  humbly  prefent  this  petition  to  your 
majclly,  not  only  with  a  care  of  preferving  our  own 
liberties,  but  with  due  regard  to  leave  entire  that  fovc- 

the  proceeding  in  a  committee  w^as  more  honourable  and  advantage- 
ous, both  to  the  king  and  the  houfe ;  for  that  way  led  mod  to  truth, 
as  it  was  a  more  open  way,  where  every  man  might  add  his  reafons, 
and  make  anfwer  upon  the  hearing  of  other  mens'  reafons  and  argu- 
ments.    Parltam.  Hift.  vol.  VIII.  p,  104. 

*  Whilft  the  Commons  had  been  wholly  employed  on  the  compre— 
henfive  fubject  of  public  liberty,  the  Lords  had  been  bufied  in  mat- 
ters concerning  their  own  particular  arillocratical  privileges. 


?' 


>.,' 


ti 


\-^ 


'J: 


414 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


CHARLES 


I. 


415 


Aaa.  16.8.    Tclgn  powcF  whcrcwlth  your  majefty  is  truftcd  for  the 
protcaion,  fafety,  and  happinefs,  of  your  people  -." 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  the  Lords  could  be  fo 
totally  blind  to  confequences  as  not  to  perceive  the 
weighty  objections  to  this  claufe ;  or  that  the  popular 
lords  would  have  fuffered  it  eafdy  to  pafs,  if  they  had 
not  been  certain  of  its  fate  in  the  lower  houfe.  It  was 
rejeAed  there  with  a  warmth  equal  to  the  importance  of 
the  quellion. 

Debates  on  «<  Let  US  look  iuto  the  rccords,  faid  Mr.  Alford,  and 

toZZt^'  fee  what  this  fovereign  power  is.     Bodin  faith  that  it  is 

voK  r  p.  562,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^y  conditions  :  By  this  we  fhall  acknowlegc 

a  regal  as  well  as  a  legal  power.     Let  us  give  that  to 

Xhe  king  the  law  gives  him,  and  no  more." 

«  All  our  petition,  faid  Mr.  Pym,  is  for  the  laws  of 
England  ;  and  this  power  feems  to  be  another  diflindt 
power  from  the  power  of  the  law.  I  know  how  to  add 
fovereign  to  the  king's  perfon,  but  not  to  his  power." 

«  We   cannot   admit,    faid  Mr.  Hackwell,    of    thefe 

♦  In  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  the  contents  of  this  peti- 
tion, the  lord  Say  moved,  that  thofe  lords  who  flood  for  the  liberties 
X)f  the  nation  might  make  their  protcftation,  and  that  to  be  upon  re- 
cord ;  and  the  oppofite  party  fhould,  with  the  fubfcription  of  their 
names,  enter  their  reafons,  to  remain  upon  record  ;  that  fo  pofterity 
might  not  be  to  feek  who  they  were  that  fo  ignobly  betrayed  the  free- 
dom of  their  country.     Coke,  ed.  1719,  vol.  I.  p.  252. 

The  oppreffed  bilhop  of  Lincoln  was  the  fycophant  that  chiefly 
x>romoted  the  adding  this  claufe  to  the  petition. 

words 


words  with  fafety  ;  they  are  applicable  to  all  the  parts  Ann.  162^^, 
of  the  petition  ;  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  faving ;  all  the 
laws  we  cite  are  without  a   faving  ;  and  yet  now,  after 
the  violation  of  them,  muft  we  add  a  faving.^ 

"  Th  I  s  is  magnum  in  parvo,  faid  Sir  Edward  Coke ;  ic" 
is  a  matter  of  great  weight  •,  it  will  overthrow  all  our 
petition  ;  it  trencheth  to  all  parts  of  itj  it  flies  at  loans, 
at  the  oath,  at  imprifonment,  and  at  billeting  of  fol- 
diers  ;  this  turns  all  about  again.  Look  into  all  the 
petitions  of  former  times,  they  never  petitioned  wherein 
there  was  a  faving  of  the  king's  fovereignty.  I  know 
that  prerogative  is  part  of  the  law;  but  fovereign  power  is- 
no  parliamentary  word.  In  my  opinion  it  weakens  Magna 
Charta,  and  all  the  llatutes ;  for  they  are  abfolute,  with- 
out any  faving  of  fovereign  power:  And  fliould  we  now^ 
add  it,  it  will  weaken  the  foundation  of  law,  and  thea^ 
the  building  muft  fall.  Take  wc  heed  what  we  yield 
unto :  Magna  Charta  is  fuch  a  fellow  that  he  will  have: 
no  fovereign." 

Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  and  Mr.  Noy  Ipoke  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  Mr.  Selden  fliewed  that  there  never  had  beea 
fuch  a  claufe  in  any  preceding  ftatute,  excepting  in  one 
petition  of  the  parliament  in  28  of  Pldward  I.  but  this 
was  fo  much  diftiked  by  the  people,  that,  on  a  repre- 
faitation  to  the  king,  it  was  taken  away  by  the  next 
parliament.  Mr.  Mafon  made  an  excellent  fpeech  on  the 
fame  fubjedt:  After  having  obferved  that  Magna  Chana 
was  framed  to  limit  the  arbitrary  power  which  the  Nor- 
man race  alTumcd  on  the  conqueft  of   our  anceftors^ 
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"  The  ftatutes  then  mentioned  in  our  petition,  added  he, 
reftraining  that  abfokite  power  of  the  conqueror.    If  we 
xecite  thole  ftatutes,  and  fay  wc  leave  entire  that  fove- 
reign  power,  we  do  take  away  that  reftraint  which  is 
the  virtue  and  ftrength  of  thofc  ftatutes,  and  do  hereby 
fet  at  liberty  this  claim  of  fovereign  power  of  a  con- 
queror, which  then  will  be  limited  and  reftraincd  by  no 
laws.      And  it  was  faid,  that  all  fovereign  power  is  not 
mentioned  to   be  left,   but  only  that   with  which  the 
king  is  trufted  for  our  protection,  fafety,  and  happinefs. 
But  I  conceive  this  to  be  an  exception  of  all  fovereign 
power ;  for  all  fovereign  power  in  a  king  is  for  the  pro- 
tedion,  fafety,  and  happinefs  of  his  people.     If  all  fo- 
vereign power   be  excepted  you   may  eafdy  judge  the 
confequence,  all  loans  and  taxes  being  impofed  by  co- 
lour of  that  fovereign  power.     The  word  trufied  is  veiy 
ambiguous,  whether  it  be  meant  trufted  by  God  only 
as  a  conqueror,  or  by  the  people  alfo  as  a  king,  who  is 
to  govern  according  to  law,  ex  paclo  *. — If  this  addition 
does  not  refer  to  the  petition,  it  is  merely  ufelefs  and 
unneceflary,  and  unbefitting  the  judgment  of  this  grave 
and  great  affembly  to  add  to  a  petition  of  this  weight. 
If  it  hath  reference  to  it,  then  it   deftroys  not  only  the 
virtue  and  ftrength  of  our  Petition  of  Right,  but  our 
rights   themfelves  ;  for  the  addition  being   referred  to 
each  part  of  the  petition,  it  will  neceflarily  receive  this 
conftrudion  ;  viz.  That  none  ought  to  be  compelled  to 

•  Both  Charles' and  his  father  infinuated  on  all  occafions  that  they 
held  their  power  from  God,  and  were  to  him  only  accountable  for 
their  adions.  This  was  not  the  creed  of  the  houfe  of  €ommons  -, 
but  they  no  where  exprefs  their  fentiments  on  this  head  more  ftrongly 
than  dicy  arc  here  exprclfcd  in  this  part  of  Mr.  Mafon's  fpeech. 
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make  any  gift,  loan,  or  fuch-like  charge,  without  com-  Ann.  1628. 
mon  confent  or  ad:  of  parliament,  unlefs  it  be  by  the 
fovereign  power  with  which  the  king  is  entruftcd  for 
the  protection,  fafety,  and  happinefs  of  his  people ;  that 
none  ought  to  be  compelled  to  fojourn  or  billet  foldiers, 
unlefs  by  the  fame  fovereign  power  ;  and  fo  of  the  reft 
of  the  rights  of  the  petition  :  And  then  the  moft  fa- 
vourable conftrudlion  will  be,  that  the  king  hath  an  or- 
dinary prerogative,  and  by  that  he  cannot  impofe  taxes 
or  imprifon ;  that  is,  he  cannot  impofe  taxes  at  his  will, 
or  employ  them  as  he  pleafeth ;  but  that  he  hath  an  ex- 
traordinary and  tranfcendant  fovereign  power,  for  the 
protedion  and  happinefs  of  his  people,  and  for  fuch  pur- 
pofe  he  may  impofe  taxes  or  billet  foldiers  as  he  pleafeth. 
And  we  may  afTure  ourfelves  that  hereafter  all  loans, 
taxes,  or  billeting  of  foldiers,  will  be  faid  to  be  for  the 
protecflion,  fafety,  and  happinefs  of  the  people ;  cer- 
tainly hereafter  it  will  be  conceived,  that  an  houfe  of 
parliament  would  not  have  made  an  unneceftary  addi- 
tion to  this  Petition  of  Right  ;  and  therefore  it  will  be 
refolved,  that  the  addition  hath  relation  to  the  petition, 
which  will  have  fuch  operation  as  I  have  formerly  de- 
clared. And  I  the  rather  fear  it,  becaufe  the  late  loan 
and  billeting  have  been  declared  to  have  been  by  fove- 
reign power,  for  the  good  of  ourfelves :  And  if  it  be 
doubtful  whether  this  propofition  hath  reference  to  the 
petition  or  not,  I  know  who  fhall  judge  whether  loans 
or  imprifonments  hereafter  be  by  that  fovereign  power 
or  not  *.'* 

*  This  judicious  member  had  influenced  the  houfe  not  to  make 
their  refolutions  on  the  point  of  perfonal  liberty  the  premifes  of  their 
Bill  of  Rights,    «  Becaufe,  faid  he,  if  by  an  adt  of  explanation  we 
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Such  were  the  debates  of  the  Commons  when  a  mcf- 
fage  from  tlie  king  to  both  houfcs  occafioncd  another 

ihall  provide  only  that  the  caufe  ought  to  be  exprcfl*cd  upon  the  return 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  then  out  of  the  words  of  the  ftatute  it  will 
neceflarily  be  inferred,  that  before  the  return  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
the  caufe  need  not  to  be  exprefTed,  becaufe  the  ftatute  hath  appointed 
the  time  of  the  exprefllon  of  the  caufe.     This  then,  which  we  term 
an  aa  of  explanation,    will  be  an  aft  for  the  abridging  of  Magna 
Charra,  and  the  reft  of  the  ftatutes.     In  my  underftanding,  the  words 
of  this  intended  law,  "  That  no  freeman  ought  to  be  committed  with- 
out caufe,"  can  no  way  advantage  us,  or  fatisfy  the  obje<5lion.     For  till 
the  return  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  he  that  commits  is  judge  of  the 
caufe,  or  at  leaft  hath  a  licenfe  by  this  law  till  that  time  to  conceal 
the  caufe,  and  the  gaoler  is  not  fubjefl  to  any  aftion  for  the  detaining 
the  prifoner  upon  fuch  a  command :  For  if  the  prifoner  demand  the 
caufe  of  his  commitment  of  the  gaoler,  it  will  be  a  fafe  anfwer  for 
him  to  fay  that  he  detained  the  prifoner  by  warrant,  and  that  it  be- 
longs not  unto  him  to  defire  thofc  who  commit  the  prifoner  to  fhew 
the'^caufe  until  lie  returns  the  Habeas  Corpus.    And  if  the  prifoner  be 
a  fuitor  to  know  the  caufe  from  thofe  that  committed  him,  it  will  be 
a  fufficient  anfwer  for  them  to  fay,  they  will  exprefs  the  caufe  at  the 
return  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.     In  this  cafe  there  will  be  wrong,  be- 
caufe the  commitment  is  without  caufe  cxpreffed,  and  one  who  luffers 
that  wrong,  viz.  the  party  imprifoned  ♦,  and  yet  no  fuch  wrong-doer 
but  may  excufc,  if  not  juftify  himfelf,  by  this  law.     And  if  the  pri- 
foner procure  a  Habeas  Corpus,  and  be  brought  into  the  King's  Bench 
by  virtue  of  it,  yet  the  caufe  need  not  to  be  then  cxpreffed,  the  pro- 
vifion  of  this  law  being,  that  if  no  caufe  be  then  exprefled  he  ftiall 
be  bailed ;  and  no  caufe  being  (hewn  upon  the  return  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus,  yet  it  may  be  pretended,  that,  at  the  time  of  his  commit- 
ment, there  were  ftrong  prcfiimptions  of  fomc  great  offence  ;    but, 
upon  farther  examination,  they  are  cleared.     So  we  may  be  frequently 
imprifoned  in  this  manner,  and  never  undcrftand  the  caufe  j  and  have 
often  fuch  punifhmcnts,  and  no  means  to  juftify  ourfelvcs  :  And  for 
all  thefe  proceedings  this  very  lav/  will  be  the  juftification  and  colour. 
If  by  this  ad  there  be  a  toleration  of  imprifonmcnt,  without  ihcwing 
caufe  until  the  return  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  yet  it  is  pofilble  to  ac- 
cocnpony  tint  imprifonn>er-t  with  fuch  circumftances  of  clofe  reftjaint. 
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conference  on  the  fiibjecl:.     The  rational  part  of  the  ar-  Ann.  1628. 
gumcnts  urged  to  the  Lords  againft  this  propofal  were  WecTboi'.i 
pretty  much  the  fame  with  thofe  contained  in  Mr.  Ma-  *'''"''** 
fon's  fpeech*.     The  convidlion  they  carried  with  them 
did  not  prevent  tlie  Lords  from  defiring  another  confer- 
ence to  confider  of  any  other  way  to  exprefs  a  refped  of 
the   king's  power,  eitha*  by  manifeftation,    declaration, 
or  proteft.     This  propofal  was  rcjedled  by  the  Commons 
with  difdain,  and  the  Lords  at  length  concluded  this  te- 
dious affair  with  a  refolution  to  clear  themfelves  from 

and  others  which  I  forl>car  to  exprcft,  as  may  mjikc  nn  imprifocimcnt 
for  that  fliort  time,  as  great  a  puniflimcnt  as  a  perpetual  imprifonmciic, 
in  the  ordinary  manner.**  Here  Mr.  Mafon  fticwcd  that  the  knk  o£ 
thefe  rcfolutiong  might  be  fo  far  evaded,  that  a  man  might  be  trAt\(' 
latcd  from  one  prifon  to  another,  and  his  whole  life  be  fpent  in  tHI% 
peregrination.  In  the  conclufion  of  tWia  fpccch  he  obfcrvcd,  (hit  no- 
thing but  fixh  an  aa  of  pirianxnt  could  give  the  king  1  leg*l  povk-cf 
to  commit  without  cxpfclTing  a  lawful  cauic;  and  added,  ihtu  by  pro 
v'lding  for  TC2foi\%  ot*  fticc  ihcy  might  fpring  a  J«k  which  might  fink 
all  their  liberties,  2nd  open  a  (tp  through  which  Magfti  Claru>  and 
all  the  ftaiutcs,  nught  ifllie  out  and  vanifh.  Par/ww,  H>Jf.  vol.  VI U. 
p.  8p>  ^  /7- 

•  Sir  Heory  Martin  pat  the  Lords  in  mind  of  the  (nodcradcm  uiih 
whkh  the  CommOM  hid  cond^i^cd  this  affair.  «  Wc  are  not  ig^»- 
ranc»  {aid  he,  in  what  languj^e  our  prrdcccfTors  were  ^tuxit  to  cxprc(i 
them(rh*c5  on  much  lighter  pro\x>CA(wmi  and  in  what  iHIc  chcy  franxd 
their  pctitioni.  fio  Jcfs  anvend*  couW  krrc  their  turn  than  irrcre  com- 
mifions  to  enquire  tipoo  the  violaicr$  of  their  libcnies ;  btAaAnVnc  of 
fome,  execution  of  other  otfcwierx,  more  libenirj,  nnr  oaths  of  m*- 
giftrates,  judges  and  ofliccn,  with  miay  oclier  provirso-.s.  wricten  in 
lloo<L  Yet  from  us  thctc  h«h  been  beard  do  angry  ^rds  in  this 
[Kiitioo  I  DO  min'$  perfon  is  lumcd  1  wc  fay  r>o  more  thin  what  -a 
worm  trodden  upon  v^ould  Ci)\  I  pray  cre«d  upon  nic  do  nxcc.  Par* 
'    1./^.  YoLVm.  p., 3;,  6f//y. 
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Ann.  1628.    any  defign  to  reilrain  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  hj 
the  following  declaration : 

«  May  it  pleafe  yoiir  mod  excellent  majefty;  we, 
the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  your  high  court  of 
parliament  aflemblcd,  do  humbly  and  unanimoufly  de. 
clare  unto  your  majefty,  that  our  intention  is  not  to  lef- 
fen  or  impeach  any  thing  which,  by  the  oath  of  fupre- 
macy,  we  liave  fworn  to  affift  and  defend." 

The   Lords  were  told  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham, 
that  this  declaration  was  moft  welcome  to  his  majefty. 
The  Petition  The  petition  now  pafled  both  houfes,  and  in  four  days 
;Lrest\h     afterwards  the  king  came  to  the  houfe;  and,  after  hav- 
ing obferved  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  the  fhortnefs  of 
the  time  he  had  taken  to  anfwer  their  petition,  and  the 
lord-keeper  had  put  both  houles  in  mind  that  they  had 
profefled  to  have  no  intention  to  lefTcn  or  diminifti  his. 
majefty's  prerogative,   the  petition  being  read,   Charles, 
gave  this  anfwer : 

"  The  king  willeth  that  right  be  done,  according  to> 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  realm,  and  that  the  ftatutes 
be  put  in  due  execution,  that  his  fubjeas  may  have  no 
caufe  to  complain  of  any  wrong  or  opprefllon  contrary- 
to  their  juft  rights  and  Ubcrties  ;  to  the  prefervatioa 
whereof  he  holds  himfelf  as  much  obliged  as  of  his 
own  prcrogatrsx." 
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houfes. 
June  2. 


The  krng*s 
•nlwer  10  the 
Petiion  of 
Right. 


If  the  Commons  had  imagined  themfclves  on  the  point 
of  receiving  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  ingenuity,  and 
forbearance,  they  muft  have  been  inflamed  with  difap- 

point  men  t, 


pointment,  as  well  as  indignation,  at  this  frcfli  infult  Ann.  162?. 
on  their  underftandings.  It  is  very  certain  that  they  re- 
turned in  a  very  ill  humour  to  their  houfe :  The  king's 
anfwer  to  their  Petition  of  Right  was  read,  and  dif- 
pleafed  every  patriot.  On  this  occafion  Sir  John  Elliot  thckbgv^ 
made  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  pathetically  fet  ^^^"^^^^  ' 
forth  all  the  paft  and  prefent  grievances  of  the  times. 
Sir  Edward  Coke  propounded  that  a  rcmonftrance 
fhould  be  prefented,  touching  the  prefent  dangers,  and 
the  means  of  fafety,  for  the  king  and  kingdom :  This 
was  agreed  on,  and  entrufted  to  the  committee  for  the 
bill  of  fubfidies.  Secretary  Cook  compleated  the  prefent 
difguft,  by  giving  the  houfe  to  underftand,  that  his  ma- 
jefty having,  upon  the  petition  exhibited  to  him  by  both 
houfes,  given  an  anfwer  fo  full  of  juftice  and  grace, 
that  themfelves  and  their  pofterity  had  juft  caufe  to  blefs 
him,  intended  to  put  an  end  to  this  feflions  of  parlia- 
ment on  Wednefday  the  eleventh. 

The  Petition  of  Right  had  fo  wholly  engrofled  the 
attention  of  the  Commons,  that  all  other  bufmefs  was 
for  a  time  fufpended.  The  offender  Manwaring  now 
felt  the  whole  weight  of   their   refentment :    A   heavy  Charge 

*-*  ^  againlt 

charge  was  brought  in  againft  this  fycophant,  who  had  Manwaring 
fo   prophanely  proftituted  reUgion   to    the  purpofes   of 
bafe  policy  *.      The  Commons  were  employed  in  this 

*  Amongft  other  offenfive  fermons  which  had  been  preached  before 
the  king,  one  by  Dr.  Goodman  bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  afferted,  in  a 
pofitive  and  literal  explication  the  real  prefence  of  Chrift  in  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  lord's  fupper.  This  dod:rine  occafioned  great  fcandal  ; 
but  the  king  would  not  fuffer  the  convocation  to  take  cognizance  of 
it,  but  referred  it  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  bithops  of 
'         .    "   ~      ^  -  -  Wiuchcfter^ 
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Ann..  1623.  bufincfs  wlicii  tlicy  received  the  kind's  mcfTagc  concern- 
ing tlie  termination  of  the  feffions.  The  mefTage  was 
entirely  difrcgarded,  a  declaration  againft  Manwaring 
complcatcd,  and  Mr.  Pyni,  who  prelided  in  all  the  com- 
•niittces  concerning  religion,  managed  the  charge  that 
was  brought  againft  him  in  the  upper  houfe. 

pariiam. Hill.  Charles,  being  highly  offended  at  the  flight  that  was 
Z%,  &  iel  put  upon  his  laft  meffage,  ordered  the  Lords  to  adjourn 
for  a  day;  and  lent  another  meilage  to  the  lower  houfe, 
requiring  them  not  to  enter  upon  new  bufincfs,  that 
might  fpend  greater  time,  or  might  lay  any  fcandal  or 
afperfion  upon  the  government.  Warm  debates  enfued 
on  the  occafion  of  this  ungracious  interruption :  Sir  Ro- 
bert Philips  propofed  to  addrefs  the  king  for  leave  to 
return  home  immediately,  fince  they  were  ftoppcd  from 
giving  advice,  and  what  they  had  hitherto  done  of  ad- 
vantage to  their  country  had  been  grofly  mifreprefented. 
Sir  John  Elliot  began  a  fpeech  to  the  fame  effe^ft,  but 
«  was  interrupted  by  the    fpeaker  ;    who,  imagining  he 

was  going  to  tax  Buckingham,  ftarted  up  from  his 
chair,  and  faid,  "  There  is  a  command  laid  upon  mc 

m 

Winchefter,  Durham,  and  St.  David's,  and  the  affair  was  concluded 
by  the  bifhop's  preaching  the  fermon  again,  with  explanatory  obfer- 
vations.  Before  I  leave  this  fubjedt,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  no- 
lice,  that  Laud  had  been  fent  by  Buckingham  to  Andrews,  bilhop 
of  Winchefter,  to  propofe  that  the  convocation  Ihould  take  under 
confideration  the  fubjed  of  difpute  between  the  Arminians  and  their 
antagonifts  the  Calvinifts.  On  Andrews*s  reprefentation  of  the  affecr 
Xions  of  the  clergy,  the  bufinefs  was  poftponed,  as  the  Arminian 
tenets  were  not  fo  generally  entertained  as  to  truft  the  determination 
x)f  thofe  poiots  to  a  convocation.    Hejflin*s  Ufe  of  Laud,  fol,  cd.  1 668y 

'  to 
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to  mterrupt  any  that  fhall  go  about  to  lay  an  afperfion  Ann.  i6z«i 
on  the  minifters  of  ftate."   On  this  interruption  Sir  John 
Elliot  fat  down :  Some  of  the  court-party  faid  that  the 
fpeech  lately  made  by  that  member  had,  they  feai'ed, 
given  offence  to  his  majefty.     This  occafioned  a  declara' 
tion  of  the  houfe,  that  every  member  was  free  from 
any  undutiful  fpeech,  from  the  beginning  of  the  par- 
liament  to  that  day.     After  this  they  turned  themfelves 
into  a  grand  committee  j  but  the  fpeaker  defired  leave 
to  withdraw   for  half  an  hour  *.      His   requeft  being 
granted,    the   houfe   proceeded   on  their   debate.       Mr. 
Wandsford  faid,  «  I  think  it  is  fit  we  go  to  the  king,' 
for  this  doth  concern  our  liberties.     Let  us  not  fear  to 
make  a  remonftrance  of  our  rights ;  we  are  his  coun- 
fellors.     There  are  fome  men  that  call  evil  good,  and 
good  evil.     Juftice  is  now  called  fadtion."     Sir  Edward 
Coke,  afcer  having  dilated  on  the  moderation  with  which 
the  Commons  had  conduded   themfelves,   after  fuch  a 
violation  of  their  privileges,  and,  from  the  examples  of 

♦  On  all  the  important  debates  which  had  been  held  this  feffions,, 
the  ferjeant  was  ordered  to  attend  on  the  out-fide  of  the  door  of  the 
houfe,  and  no  man  was  to  offer  to  go  out,  upon  penalty  of  being 
fcnt  to  the  Tower.     Mr.  Kirton  obferved,  that  for  the  fpeaker  to  de^ 
fire  to  leave  the  houfe  in  fuch  a  manner,  was  never  heard  of  before  • 
he  feared  it  would  be  ominous.     The  following  expreffion,  which  this 
member  had  ufed  in  the  houfe,  was  cdled  in  queftion  by  the  court- 
party  :  That  the  enemies  of  the  commonwealth  had  prevailed  on  the- 
king  to  difpute  their  rights,  but  he  doubted  not  but  God  would  fend: 
them  hearts,  hands,  and  fwords,  to  cut  the  throats  of  the  fenemies  to- 
the  king  and  people.     The  houfe  refolved,  that  in  this  he  had  faid. 
nothmg  beyond  the  bounds  of  duty  and  allegiance  ;  and  that  they  all 
concurred  with  him  therein.     Par/iam.  Iliji.  vol.  VIII.  p.  164,  19.2; 
199. 
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former  times,  had  Ihewed  that  nothing  could  grow  to 
abufc  but  what  that  houfe  had  power  to  treat  of,  added, 
"  Let  us  paUiate  no  longer:  I  think  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham is  the  caufe  of  all  our  miferies."  On  the  nam- 
ing this  detelled  minifter  as  the  general  nuifance,  the 
whole  houfe  cried  out,  "  'Tis  he !  'tis  he !"  Every  mouth 
was  open  to  accufe  him.  Mr.  Scklen  advifed  that  a  de- 
claration fhould  be  drawn  up,  under  four  heads ;  i .  To 
cxprefs  the  houfe's  dutiful  carriage  towards  his  majefty ; 
2.  To  tender  their  liberties  that  were  violated  ;  3.  To 
prefent  what  the  purpofe  of  the  houfe  was  to  have  dealt 
in ;  4.  That  that  great  perfon,  the  duke,  fearing  him- 
felf  to  be  queftioned,  did  interpofe,  and  caufe  the  pre- 
fent diftradion.  "  All  this  time,  faid  he,  we  have  caft 
a  mantle  on  what  was  done  laft  parliament ;  but  now, 
being  driven  again  to  look  upon  that  man,  let  us  pro- 
ceed with  that  which  was  then  well  begun  ;  and  let  the 
charge  be  renewed,  that  was  made  laft  parliament 
againft  him ;  to  which  he  made  an  anfwer,  but  the 
particulars  thereof  were  fo  infufficient,  that  we  might 
demand  judgment  on  that  very  anfwer." 

Mr.  Selden  having  thus  concluded  his  fpeech,  whilft 
the  motion  was  making  to  put  thefe  things  to  the 
queftion,  the  fpeaker,  who  had  been  privately  with  the 
king,  brought  word,  his  majefty  commanded  that  the 
houfe  fhould  adjourn  till  next  morning,  and  that  all 
committees  in  the  mean  time  fhould  ceafe.  The  houfe 
thought  fit  to  comply  with  this  command.  On  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  the  fpeaker  endeavoured  to  footh  them  by 
many  profeffions  of  his  own  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  that 
Jioufe,  with  alTuring  them  that  they  had  mifconftrued 

tlie 


CHARLES 


L 


4^. 


the  king's  laft  mciragc.  At  the  fame  time  he  delivered  Ann.  1628. 
them  another  to  this  purpofe:  That  the  king  had  no 
meaning  of  barring  them  of  their  rights,  but  only  to 
prevent  a  longer  time  of  confideration  than  what  he  had 
•  fixed  ;  and  that  all  Chriftendom  might  take  notice  of  a 
fwcet  parting  .between  him  and  his  people. 

Notwithstanding    this   fweetning,    the   houfe   re- Debate  and 
fumed   their  debates  upon  grievances,  with  an  earneft-  fetmed"' 
nefs  that  boded  no  relaxation  to  the  firmnefs  of  their 
preceding  refolutions.     Amongft  other  abufes,  they  fell 
upon  the  defign  of  bringing  into  England  a  body  of 
German  horfe.      This  was  intended  to  be  a  fecret,  but  it 
was  found  out  by  fome  of  the  popular  members,  and 
communicated  to  the  houfe.     On  this  intelligence  Burle- 
machi  was  ordered  to  attend :  He  acknowleged  that  he 
had   received  thirt)^  thoufand   pounds,  by  privy  feal,   to 
buy  horfes.  Such  a  difcovery  gave  room  for  the  blackeft 
comments ;  the  ill  intentions  of  the  miniftry  blazed  con- 
fpicuous  to  the  public  ;  and  Charles,  under  the  oppro- 
brium of  the  darkeft  fufpicions,   was  obliged  to  comply 
with  a  requeft  of  the  Commons,  that  he  would  give  a 
clear  and  fatisfadlory  anfwer  to  the  Petition  of  Right  *. 

*  The  petition  of  Right. 
Humbly  fhew,  That  whereas  it  is  declared  and  enaded,  by  a  fla- 
tute  made  in  the  time  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I,  commonly 
called  Statutum  de  tallagio  non  concedendo^  that  no  tallage  or  aid  fhall  be 
laid  or  levied  by  the  king  or  his  heirs,  in  this  realm,  without  the  good 
will  and  aflent  of  the  archbifhops,  bifhops,  earls,  barons,  knights,  bur- 
gefles,  and  other  freemen  of  the  commonalty  of  this  realm ;  and  by 
authority  of  parliament,  holden  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  it  is  declared  and  enaded,  that  from  henceforth  no  perfon 
fliall  be  compelled  to  make  any  loans  to  the  king  againft  his  will,  be- 
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Aon.  i62».    This  requeft  was  made  next  day  by  the  lord-keeper,  in 
the  name  of  both  houfcs  j  and  the  petition  being  read, 


caufe  fuch  loans  were  againft  reafon,  and  the  franchifc  of  the  land  5 
and  by  other  laws  of  this  realm  it  is  provided,  that  none  Ihould  be 
charged  by  any  charge  or  impofition  called  a  Benevolence,  nor  by  fuch- 
like  charge ;  by  which  the  ftatutes  before-mentioned,  and  other  the 
good  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  your  fubjeds  have  inherited  this 
freedom,  that  they  (hould  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  tax, 
tallage,  aid,  or  other  like  charge,  not  fet  by  common  confent  of  parlia- 
ment :  Yet,  neverthelefs,  of  late  divers  commifllons,  direded  to  fundry 
commiflioners  in  feveral  counties,  with  inftruftions,  have  ifliied ;  by  means 
whereof  your  people  have  been  in  divers  places  aflembled,  and  required 
to  lend  certain  funis  of  money  unto  your  majefty ;  and  many  of  them, 
upon  their  refufal  fo  to  do,  have  had  an  oath  adminiftred  unto  them,  not 
warrantable  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  and  have  been  con- 
ftrained  to  become  bound  to  make  appearance  and  give  attendance  be- 
fore your  privy  council,  and  in  other  places,  and  others  of  them  have 
been  therefore  imprifoned,  confined,  and  fundry  other  ways  molefted 
and  difquieted  ;  and  divers  other  charges  have  been  laid  and  levied 
upon  your  people  in  feveral  counties,  by  lord-lieutenants,  deputy-lieu- 
tenants, commiflioners  for  mufters,  juftices  of  peace,  and  others,  by 
command  or  diredion  from  your  majefty,  or  your  privy  council,  againft 
the  laws  and  free  cuftoms  of  this  realm  : 

And  whereas  alfo  by  the  ftatute  called  the  Great  Charter  of  the  li- 
berties of  England,  it  is  declared  and  enacted,  that  no  freeman  may 
be  taken  or  imprifoned,  or  be  difleifed  of  his  freeholds  or  liberties,  or 
his  free  cuftoms,  or  be  out-lawed  or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner  de- 
ftroyed,  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land  ;  and  in  the  eight  and  twentieth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  it  was 
declared  and  enaded,  by  authority  of  parliament,  that  no  man  of  what 
cftate  or  condition  that  he  be,  fliould  be  put  out  of  his  lands  or  tene- 
ments, nor  taken,  nor  imprifoned,  nor  difinherited,  nor  put  to  death, 
without  being  brought  to  anfwer  by  due  proctfs  of  law : 

Nevcrthtlefs,  againft  the  tenor  of  the  faid  ftatutes,  and  other  the 
good  laws  and  ftatutes  of  your  realm,  to  that  end  provided,  divers  of 
your  fubjcds  have  of  late  been  imprifoned  without  any  caufc  flicvved; 
and  when,  for  their  deliverance,  they  were  brought  before  juftices,  by 
your  majefty's  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  there  to  undergo  and  receive 
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the  king    confirmed   it  in   the   fuUeft  formj  viz.  Soit  Am.  i6zB. 

The  king  paf- 
festhePetition 
as  the  court  ftiould  order,  and  their  keepers  commanded  to  certify  the  ^^ ^igli^- 
caufe  of  their  detainer,  no  caufe  was  certified,  but  that  they  were  de- 
tained by  your  majefty's  fpecial  command,  fignified  by  the  lords  of 
your  privy  council ;  and  yet  were  returned  back  to  feveral  priibns, 
without  being  charged  with  any  thing  to  which  they  mighc  make  an- 
fwer by  due  procefs  of  law  : 

And  whereas  of  late  great  companies  of  foldiers  and  mariners  have 
been  difperfed  into  divers  counties  of  the  realm,  and  the  inhabitants, 
againft  their  wills,  have  been  compelled  to  receive  them  into  their 
houfes,  and  there  to  fuffer  them  to  fojourn,  againft  the  laws  and  cuf- 
toms of  this  realm,  and  to  the  great  grievance  and  vexation  of  your 
people  : 

And  whereas  alfo  by  authority  of  parliament,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year 
of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  it  is  declared  and  enaded,  that  no 
man  ftiould  be  forejudged  of  life  or  limb  againft  the  form  of  the  Great 
Charter,  and  laws  of  the  land;  and  by  the  faid  Great  Charter,  and 
other  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  your  realm,  no  man  ought  to  be  ad- 
judged to  death  but  by  the  laws  eftabliftied  in  this  your  realm,  either 
by  the  cuftoms  of  the  fame  realm,  or  by  afts  of  parliament ;  and 
whereas  no  offender  of  what  kind  foever  is  exempted  from  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  ufed,  and  punilhments  to  be  inflided,  by  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  your  realm ;  neverthelefs,  of  late  divers  commifllons, 
under  your  majefty's  great  feal,  have  iflued  forth,  by  which  certain 
perfons  have  been  afligned  and  appointed  commiflioners,  with  power 
and  authority  to  proceed  within  the  land,  according  to  the  juftice  of 
martial  law,  againft  fuch  foldiers  and  mariners,  or  other  diflblute  per- 
fons joining  with  them,  as  fliould  commit  any  murder,  robbery,  felony, 
mutiny,  or  other  outrage  or  mifdemeanor  whatfoever  ;  and  by  fuch 
fummary  courfe  and  order  as  is  agreeable  to  martial  law,  and  as  is 
ufed  in  armies  in  time  of  war,  to  proceed  to  the  trial  and  condemna- 
tion of  fuch  offenders,  and  then  to  caufe  to  be  executed  and  put  to 
death,  according  to  the  law  martial ;  by  pretext  whereof  feme  of  your 
majefty's  fubjeds  have  been,  by  fome  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  put 
to  death  ;  when  and  where,  if  by  the  law  and  ftatutes  of  the  land  they 
had  deferved  death,  by  the  fame  laws  and  ftatutes  alfo  they  mighr,  and 
by  no  other  ought  to,  have  been  adjudged  and  executed  : 

And  alfo  fundry  grievous  oftenders,  by  colour  thereof  claiming  an 
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exemption,  have  efcaped  the  punifhments  due  to  them  by  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  your  realm,  by  reafon  that  divers  of  your  officers  and 
minifters  of  juftice  have  unjuftly  refufed  or  forborn  to  proceed  againft 
fuch  offenders  according  to  the  lame  laws  and  ftatutes,  upon  pretence 
that  the  faid  offenders  were  puniftiable  only  by  martial  law,  and  by 
authority  of  fuch  commiffions  as  aforefaid  •,  which  commiffions,  and 
all  other  of  like  nature,  are  wholly  and  diredly  contrary  to  the  faid 
laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  your  realm  : 

They  do  therefore  humbly  pray  your  moft  excellent  majefty,  that  no 
man  hereafter  be  compelled  to  make  or  yield  any  gift,  loan,  benevo- 
lence, tax,  or  fuch-like  charge,  without  common  confent  by  ad  of 
parliament ;  and  that  none  be  called  to  make  anfwer,  or  take  fuch 
oath,  or  to  give  attendance,  or  to  be  confined,  or  otherwife  molefted 
or  difquieted  concerning  the  fame,  or  for  the  refufal  thereof;  and  that 
no  freeman,  in  any  fuch  manner  as  is  before  mentioned,  be  impri- 
foned  or  detained ;  and  that  your  majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  remove 
the  faid  foldiers  and  mariners,  and  that  your  people  may  not  be  fo  bur- 
dened in  time  to  come ;  and  that  the  forcfaid  commiffions  for  pro- 
ceeding by  martial  law  may  be  revoked  and  annulled,  and  that  here- 
after no  commiffions  of  like  nature  may  iffue  forth  to  any  perfon  or 
perfons  whatfoever,  to  be  executed  as  aforefaid,  left,  by  colour  of 
them,  any  of  your  majefty's  fubjeds  be  deftroyed,  or  put  to  death, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  franchifes  of  the  land. 

All  which  they  moft  humbly  pray  of  your  moft  excellent  majefty, 
as  their  rights  and  liberties,  according  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this 
realm ;  and  that  your  majefty  would  alfo  vouchfafe  to  declare,  that 
the  awards,  doings,  and  proceedings,  to  the  prejudice  of  your  peo- 
ple, in  any  of  the  premifcs,  ftiali  not  be  drawn  hereafter  into  confe- 
quence  or  example  ;  and  that  your  majefty  would  be  alio  graciouHy 
plealed,  for  the  future  comfort  and  fafcty  of  your  people,  to  declare 
your  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  in  the  things  aforefaid  all  your  of- 
ficers and  minifters  ftiall  fcr\'e  you  according  to  the  laws  and  'ftatutes 
of  this  realm,  as  they  tender  the  honour  oi  your  majefly,  and  the 
prolpcrity  of  this   kingdom.     Siaiiiles  at  Large,  vol.  II.   p.  1096,  ^ 

This  Petition  of  Right  was  drawn  up  by  Sir  Edward  Coke. 
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words,    the   Commons   gave  a    general    and   loud  ap-  Ann.  1628. 
plaufc  *. 


The  fubjecfb  of  fupply,  which  had  been  fome  time  The  Com - 
laid  afide,  was  now  refumed,  and  an  order  pafTed  that  ^n'gl^v'^c«^. 
the  committees  for  religion,  trade,  and  courts  of  juftice, 
fliould  ceafe,  and  the  houfe  to  proceed  only  on  griev- 
ances of  the  moft  moment.  Under  this  head  fell  a  com- 
miflion  to  certain  ftatc-officers  to  confider  of  ways  and 
means  for  raifmg  money  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of 
government.  Though  there  is  no  mention  of  an  excifc 
in  this  commiflion,  yet  we  arc  told  fuch  a  fcheme  had 
been  under  confideration  immediately  before  the  meet- 
ing of  parliament  ;  and  Mr.  Windcham  affirmed  in  the 
houfe,  that  books  of  precedents  were  come  over,  in 
which  the  manner  of  the  excife  in  Holland  was  relat- 
ed f.     The  commiffion  was  brought  into  the  houfe,  and 

*  When  it  was  generally  known  that  the  petition  had  been  pafled 
in  the  proper  form,  the  city  of  London  refounded  with  the  rejoicings 
of  all  ranks  of  people.  Bonfires  and  the  ringing  of  bells  proclaimed 
the  applaufe  of  the  public.     Sanderfon*s  Life  of  Charles  L  p.  113. 

f  The  words  of  the  commiflion  are  as  follow : 

"  And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  appoint,  and  ftricT:ly  will  and 
require  you,  that,  fpeedily  and  ferioufly,  you  enter  into  confideration 
of  all  the  beft  and  fpecdieft  ways  and  means  you  can,  for  raifing  of 
monies  for  the  moft  important  occafions  aforefaid  ;  which,  v/ithout  ex- 
tremeft  hazard  to  us,  our  dominions,  and  people,  and  to  our  friends 
and  allies,  can  admit  of  no  long  delay  ;  the  fmie  to  be  done  by  im- 
pofitions,  or  otherwife,  as  in  your  wifdoms  and  beft  judgments  ye 
ftiall  find  to  be  moft  convenient  in  a  cafe  of  this  inevitable  neceftlry; 
wherein  form  and  circumftance  muft  be  difpenfed  with,  rather  than* 
the  fubftance  be  loft  or  hazarded." 

In  a  conference  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  concerning  this 
commiflion,  the  Commons  recommended  to  the  Lords  to  make  an  en- 
quiry 
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Ann.  162S.  aftei-wards,  by  the  dcfire  of  the  Lords,  canccUetl  by  the 
Their  remon-  j^jng.  Sir  Johii  Strangcways,  though  a  famous  royaUft, 
advifed  the  pcrfeding  the  remonftrance  on  the  Hate  of 
the  adminiftration  :  This  advice  was  acceded  to,  and  a 
remonftrance  framed,  fetting  forth.  The  unconftitutional 
fyftem  of  government  which  had  been  lately  put  in 
practice  ;  the  many  innovations  which  had  been  made 
on  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  in  confequcnce  of  that 
fyftem  ;  the  national  difhonour  and  danger  brought  on 
the  Englifh  from  the  ill  conducting  of  public  affairs'; 
the  illegal  commiflion  granted  to  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham to  be  general  of  an  army  in  the  land  in  time  of 
peace  *  ;  the  dangerous  purpofe  of  bringing  into  the 
country  foreign  troops  t  >  the  abufcs  introduced  into  the 
oeconomy  of  the  finances ;  the  decay  of  trade  ;  the  lofs 
of  fhips  t  '>  the  abufc  of  power  ;  and  the  late  compofi- 

quiry  who  was  the  projeflor  of  the  device  ;  and,  if  he  could  be  found 
out,  to  inflid  an  examplary  punifliment  on  him.  Rujhworth,  vol.  L 
p.  6 1 4,  ^  feq.  p.  616. 

•  This  could  not  properly  be  called  a  time  of  peace  •,  it  was  only  a 
ceflation  of  arms.  Such  was  the  prudent  jealoufy  of  our  anceftors 
that  they  could  not  endure  the  Ihadow  of  a  military  force,  except  on 
occafions  of  immediate  neceflity. 

t  The  paffage  alluded  to  is  as  follows  :  «  We  are  bold  to  declare 
to  your  majefty,  and  the  whole  world,  that  we  hold  it  far  beneath  the 
heart  of  any  free  Englilhman  to  think  that  this  vidorious  nation 
(hould  now  (land  in  need  of  German  foldiers  to  defend  their  own 
king  and  the  kingdom.** 

X  The  committee  for  trade  had  brought  in  a  report  to  the  houfc, 
that  of  the  (hipping  of  an  hundred  tons,  or  upwards,  there  had  been, 
in  the  laft  three  years,  decayed,  caft  away,  and  taken  by  the  enemy, 
two  hundred  and  forty-eight  great  fhips,  and  with  them  a  proportion- 
able number  of  mariners,  befides  great  loflcs  in  lefs  veflels ;  that  the 
merchants  whofe  fhips  had  been  taken  up  twenty,  thirty,  thirty-fix 
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tions  made  with  popifh  recufants  *  ;    other  grievances  ^nn.  1628, 
relative  to  the  encouragement  of  popery  and  arminian- 
ifm  t  ;    the  frequent  difTolutions    of  parliaments  were 
not  forgot ;  and  the  great  truft  and  power  which  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  enjoyed   was   mentioned    as  the 

months,  all  complained  that  they  were  not  paid  the  fmall  freight  of 
two  fhillings  per  ton  at  firft  promifed.     By  the  means  of  this  difcou- 
ragement,  few  of  them   built  new  vefTels ;  and  thofe  that  did  build, 
topk  care  to  build  them  unfit  for  public  fervice,  to  avoid  their  beino-    - 
prefTcd.     Epbemeris Parliament ariay  p.  201,  ^  feq^. 

*  The  Commons  here  put  the  king  in  mind  of  his  anfwer  to  their 
petition  at  Oxford  on  this  fubjeft  -,  the  public  refort  to  mafs  at  the 
queen*s  chapel,  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  that  anfwer. 

t  A  proclamation  had  been  ifTued  by  Charles,  forbidding  his  fub- 
je6ls  to  publifh  any  religious  doftrine,  contrary  to  the  difcipline  of  the 
church  of  England :  The  ufe  made  of  this  order  was,  that  all  books 
tending  to  puritanifm  were  fupprelTed,  whilft  the  arminians  enjoyed 
unmolefted  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  This  abufe  of  power  is  particu- 
larly inflanced  in  the  remonftrance,  and  the  bifhops  Laud  and  Neil  are 
mentioned  as  enjoying  too  much  authority  for  the  fafcty  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  flate. 

The  Commons  complained  that  popery  was  openly  profefTed  in  Ire- 
land without  controuli  that  popifii  jurifdidions  were  exercifed  and 
avowed  ;  that  monaftcries,  nunneries,  and  other  fuperftitious  houfes, 
were  newly  ereded,  re-edified,  and  repleniilied  with  men  and  women 
of  feveral  orders,  and  in  a  plentiful  manner  maintained  at  Dublin, 
and  moft  of  the  great  towns,  and  divers  other  places,  of  the  kin^y- 
dom  of  Ireland. 

The  papifts  in  Ireland  were  at  this  time  driving  a  bargain  for  an 
avowed  toleration,  and  offered  the  terms  of  maintaining  for  the  king's 
fervice  five  hundred  horfe  and  five  thoufand  foot.  On  this  propofal, 
the  Irilh  bifhops  unanimouQy  fubfcribed  a  proteftation,  in  which  they 
reprclented  that  fuch  a  toleration  would  be  finful,  and  a  matter  of 
dangerous  confequence.  On  this  Ipirited  feafonable  oppofition  the  court 
of  England  dropped  the  affair.  Remonjhance  of  the  Commons.  Farliam. 
Hiji.     Complete  Hijl.  of  Englandy  p.  34,  ^  feq. 
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chief  caufcs  of  thcfc  mifchiefs  *.  To  balance  the  fevc- 
riticsiii  this  rcmonftrancc,  the  fiibfidy-bill  at  the  fame 
time  paflccl  tlie  lioufe,  and  was  fcnt  up  to  the  Lords  t 
when  the  remonllrance  was  prefcnted  J. 

The  Commons  having  thus  fweetened  this  bitter  pill 
of  reproof  with  the  gift  of  live  fubfidies,  they  entered 
into  debate  on  the  illegal  power  the  king  had  afTumed 
of  exading  tonnage  and  poundage  without  having  re- 
ceived that  grant  from  parliament.  Mr.  Selden  proved, 
that  though  fuch  fupplies  had  been  given  time  out  of 
mind,  yet  it  was  in  the  fcnfe  of  a  free  gift,  and  the  an- 
fwer  to  fuch  bills  had  been  ever  the  fame  as  was  the 
anfwer  to  the  bill  of  fubfidies;  viz.  "  The  king  heartily 
thanketh  the  fubje(5ls  for  their  good  will."  The  refult 
of  the  debate  was  a  remonllrance  to  the  king  on  this 
fubje(51:.  The  Commons  (hewed  that  the  fliortnefs  of 
their  remaining  time  rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to 

*  The  rpcaker  would  have  excufed  himfelf  from  prefcnting  this  re- 
monftrance  -,  but  the  Commons  inlifted  on  his  performing  this  part  of 
his  duty. 

-f-  The  Lords  objeded  to  the  form  of  the  bill  of  fubfidies,  the  com- 
mons having  named  themfclves  only  in  the  grant.  After  one  confer- 
ence on  the  fubje6t  the  affair  was  dropt,  and  the  bill  pafied  without 
any  alteration,  Charles  not  being  willing  to  part  with  it  after  it  got 
into  the  upper  houfe. 

J  With  the  bill  of  fubfidies  the  Commons  fent  up  the  following 
propofitions  to  the  Lords :  That  the  new-granted  fubfidies  might  be 
expended  in  the  repairing  of  the  navy  royal,  and  the  decayed  fea  mu- 
nition. Secondly,  in  the  re-edifying  of  the  breaches  made  in  the 
forts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  haven  tov/ns.  Thirdly,  for  a  fpeedy  aid 
and  afllftance  to  the  king  of  Denmark.  And,  fourthly,  they  recom- 
rocnded  that  the  mariners  might  be  paid  the  wages  which  had  been 
Jong  due  to  them.     Epbcmeris  Parliamentarian  p.  204,  i^  feq. 
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perfeA  fuch  a  bill  this  feffions,  being  a  bufmefs  that  re-  Ann. 
quired  conferences  with  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
merchants,  not  only  of  London,  but  of  remote  parts  *. 
They  then  reprefent  their  undoubted  right  of  ailent  to 
this  as  to  other  taxes  ;  the  illegality  of  laying  any  im- 
pofitions  on  the  fubjedl  without  adt  of  pai'liament.  They 
afTure  themfelves  that  his  majelly  will  obferve  his  an- 
fwer to  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  refrain  for  the  future 
from  thefe  arbitrary  a(5ls. 

Charles,  inflamed  and  alarmed  at  proceedings  which 
levelled  an  important  blow  at  the  independance  of  the 
crown,  repaired  in  hafte  to  the  houfe  of  Lords  f,  and 
fent  for  the  Commons,  who  had  already  engrolled  their 
remonftrance,  and  were  reading  it  at  the  time  they  were 
fimimoned  to  attend  the  king,  who  addreffed  both  houfes 
in  the  following  flrain : 
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"  It  may  feem  ftrange,  fays  he,  that  I  come  fo  fud-  The  king's 
denly,  before  I  give  my  aifent  to  the  bills :  I  will  tell  tZtZ^l^. 
you  the  caufe,   though  I  muft  avow   that  I  owe  the  P^f^Jam.  hki. 

rt  •  ^°*-  VIII.  p. 

accoimt  of  my  actions   to   God   alone.     It  is    known  24 »»&  <eq. 
to    every  one,    that  awhile    ago   the  houfe   of   Com- 

*  The  Commons,  on  granting  of  thefe  bills,  fettled  the  rates  of 
impofitions ;  but  the  crown  frequendy  exceeded  thefe  bounds.  They 
had  been  enormouQy  tranfgrcfled  by  James,  and  Charles  had  laid  on 
new  impofitions,  which  were  much  complained  of  by  the  merchants. 

t  Charles's  motion  on  this  occafion  was  fo  hafty,  that  neither  himfelf 
nor  the  peers  were  dreffed  in  their  formalities.  The  fpeaker  had  been 
fo  long  with  him  in  the  morning  that  he  did  not  attend  his  office  till 
nine  o'clock.  The  Commons  at  this  time  met  early  -,  they  ufually  had 
finifhcd  their  bufinefs  at  the  hour  of  twelve.  Parliam,  Hiji.  vol.  VIIL 
p.  241. 
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raons  gave  me  a  remonftrance  ;  how  acceptable  every 
man  may  judge,  and,  for  the  merit  of  it,  I  will  not  call 
that  in  (jueflion,  for  I  am  fure  no  wife  man  can  juftify 
it.     Now  fince,  I  am  truly  informed  that  another  re- 
monftrance is  preparing  for  me,  to  take  away  the  profit 
of  my  tonnage  and  poundage,  one  of  the  chief  main- 
tenance of  my  crown,  by  alleging  I  have  given  away 
my  right  thereto  by  my  anfwer  to  your  petition.     This 
is  fo  prejudicial  to  me,  that  I  am  forced  to  end  this  fef- 
fions  fome  few  hours  before  I  meant,  being  not  willing 
to  receive  any  more  remonftrances  to  which  I  muft  give 
a  harfh  anfwer.      And  fince  I  fee  that  even  the  houfe  of 
Commons  begins  already  to  make  falfe  conftrudlions  of 
what  I  granted  in  your  petition,  left  it  be  worle  inter- 
preted in  the  country,  I  will  now  make  a  declaration 
concerning  the  true  intent  thereof.      The  profeflion  of 
both  houfes  in  the  hammering  of  this  petition  was   no 
way  to  trench  upon  my  prerogative,  faying,  they  had 
neither  intention  nor  power  to  hurt  it :    Therefore,   it 
muft  needs  be  conceived,  that  I  have  granted  no  new,  but 
only  confirmed  the  ancient,  liberties  of  my  fubjedls.    Yet, 
to  (hew  the  clearnefs  of  my  intentions,  that  I  neither  re- 
pent nor  mean   to  recede   from  any  thing  I  have  pro- 
mifed  you,  I  do  here  declare  myfelf,  that  thofe  things 
which  have  been  done,  whereby  many  have  had  fome 
caufe  to  expedt  the  liberties  of  the  fubjcdt  to  be  trenched 
upon,  which  indeed  was  the  firft  and  true  ground  of 
the  petition,  fhall  not  hereafter  be  drawn  into  example 
tor  your  prejudice  ;  and  from  time  to  time,  on  the  word 
of  a  king,  ye  (hall  not  have  the  like  caufe  to  complain: 
But  as  for  tonnage  and  poundage,  it  is  a  thing  I  cannot 
want,  and  was  never  intended  by  you  to  afk,  nor  meant 
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by  me,  I  am  fure,  to  grant. — To  conclude,  I  command  Ann.  162s. 
you  all  that  are  here,  to  take  notice  of  what  I  have 
fpoken  at  this  time  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  what  I  granted  you  in  your  petition  ;  but  efpecially 
you,  my  lords  the  judges,  for  to  you  only,  under  me, 
belongs  the  interpretation  of  the  laws  :  For  none  of  the 
houfes  of  parliament,  either  joint  or  feparate,  what  new 
dodlrine  foever  may  be  raifed,  have  any  power  to  make 
or  declare  a  law  without  my  confent." 

As  an  antidote  to  the  bill  of  rights,  Charles  ordered  this 
fpeech  to  be  entered  in  the  Journals  of  the  Commons. 
Thofe  bills  that  were  prepared  received  the  royal  afi^nt, 
and  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  twentieth  of  proro^S 
Odtober  *. 

Charles's  fpeech  on  the  occafion  of  this  prorogation 
fliews  a  want  of  judgment   that  renders  it  a  difficult 

*  A(5bs  pafled  this  fefllons. 

1.  The  petition  exhibited  to  his  majefty  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  con- 
cerning divers  rights  and  privileges  of  the  lubjedt,  with  the  king's  af-  • 
fcnt  thereunto  in  full  parliament. 

2.  An  afb  for  further  reformation  of  fundry  abufes  on  the  Lord's 
day,  called  Sunday. 

3.  An  a<5t  for  fupprefling  of  all  unlicenfed  alehoufes. 

4.  An  adl  to  reftrain  the  fending  over  of  any  to  be  popiflily  bred 
beyond  feas. 

5.  An  aft  for  five  entire  fubfidies  granted  by  the  clergy. 

6.  A  declaration  of  the  Commons  againft  Dr.  Manwaring. 

7.  An  a(5l  for  repeal  and  continuance  of  divers  ftatutes. 

8.  An  adb  for  the  eftablilhing  Sutton's  hofpital. 

Several  private  ads.     Vide  Parliam.  Hift,     Statutes  at  Large.     RuJJj- 
wortb. 
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Ann  1 528.    matter  to  determine  which  of  the  two,  his  head  or  his 
heart,  is  the  mod  deferving  of  cenfure.    His  declaration 
that  tonnage  and  poundage  was  excluded  in  the  bill  of 
rights,  is  too  wretched  a  piece  of  fophiftry  to  fuppofe  it 
meant  for  the  purpofes  of  deceit.     He  was  undoubtedly 
himfelf  deluded,  and  pafled  this  petition  without  being 
acquainted  with  all  its  imponance.     When  he  avowed 
an  intention  to  confirm  the  already-granted  privileges  of 
the  fubjed,  he  little  underftood  the  largenefs  of  their 
extent.    The  ufurpations  of  his  predeceilbrs  he  regarded 
as  unqueflionable  authorities  ;  and,  in  his  declaration  of 
making  no   additions  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  he 
fancied  he  referved  to  himfelf  a  power  of  treading  in 
the  footfleps  of  former  tyrants,  and  exerting  every  adt 
of  violation  which  had  been  pradtifed  by  the  mod  for- 
tunate and  moft  powerful  of  the  EngliQi  fovereigns.  The 
Commons,   more   accurate  in  their  judgment,  had   fa- 
thomed the  true  flate  of  the  queftion :  Though  the  fta- 
tutes  framed  by  their  anccftors  to  fecure  public  liberty 
had,  through  a  concurrence  of  favourable  circumftances, 
been  often  infringed  with  impunity  by  tyrannical  princes, 
*yct  they  had  never  been  cancelled  ;  and  their  late  con- 
firmation on  the  fubjedl  of  the  apparent  abufe  of  power 
gave  them  a  luftre  which  time  and  negledl  had  in  feme 
meafure  darkened.      The   frequent    declarations   which 
Charles  made  that  he  had  only  confirmed  the  anticnt  li- 
berties of  the  people,  by  his  aflent  to   the  Petition  of 
Right,  added  to  its  importance,  and  gave  it  the  weight 
of  an  unconti'overtible  inheritance.    No  exprefiions  could 
be  more  plain  or  full  than  the  words  of  the  petition,  or 
more  dire(5lly  contrary  to  what  Charles  had    affirmed  ; 
namely,  that  tonnage  and  poundage  was  excluded  from 
7  the 
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the  fenfe  of  it.  The  Commons  plead  that  they  could 
not  be  compelled  to  contribute  any  tax,  talliage,  aid,  or 
other  like  charge,  but  by  common  confent  in  parliament. 
The  vaft  increafe  of  trade,  and  the  arbitrary  charges  im- 
pofed  on  it  by  the  late  and  prefent  king,  had  brought 
in  immenfe  fums  to  the  government.  This  growing 
fund  Charles,  on  the  opinion  of  his  privy  council,  and 
fome  of  the  moft  corrupted  of  his  judges,  thought  him- 
felf inconteftably  pojOfefiTed  of:  But  this  was  in  contra- 
didtion  to  the  avowed  claims  of  the  Commons,  who  had 
early  protefted  againft  thefe  pretenfions  ;  and,  from  un- 
deniable precedents,  proved  the  juftnefs  of  their  claims  *. 
Such  being  the  ftate  of  the  queftion,  there  muft  have 
been  a  particular  claufe  in  the  petition,  excluding  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  to  have  given  rationality  to  Charles's 
peremptory  affirmations. 


Before  the  conclufion  of  this  feffions,  the  Lords  had  Pariiam. Hifi. 
given  the  Commons  ample  fatisfadlion  on  the  juftice  ifi^&^it^' 
they  demanded  on  the  offisnder  Manwaring.  This  cri- 
minal was  fentenced  to  fine  and  imprifonment  ;  to 
make  fubmiffion  and  acknowledgment  of  his  offisnces  at 
the  bar  of  both  houfes  ;  to  be  fufpended  for  the  term 
of  three  years  from  the  exercifing  of  the  miniftry;  to  be 
difabled  for  ever  to  preach  at  court  •,  to  be  difabled  for 
ever  from  having  any  ecclefiaftical  dignity  ;  that  his 
book  being  worthy  to  be  burnt,  his  majefty  be  moved 
to  grant  a  proclamation  to  call  in  the  printed  copies,  that 

*  The  Commons  fliew  in  their  remonftrance,  that  a  certain  fpace  of 
intermiOion  was  often  obferved  in  this  grant,  that  the  right  of  the 
fubjed  might  be  more  evident. 


X» 


they 


438 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


CHARLES 


L 


43  9 


Ami.  .1628.  they  might  be  burnt  in  London,  and  in  both  the  uni- 
verfities  ;  and  for  the  inhibiting  the  printing  thereof 
hereafter,  upon  a  great  penaky  *.  Wlien  Manwaring  . 
was  firft  brought  to  the  bar,  he  attempted  to  vindicate 
bis  writings  on  the  fame  abfurd  principles  on  which  he 
.  y  had  eilabhflied  his  do(5trine  f.     On  this  occafion  the  re- 

*  verend  prelate  Abbot  reprimanded  him  for  the  ill  ufe  of 

the  favour  that  houfe  had  done  him  in  giving  him 
time  to  recollect  himfelf  before  he  was  called  to  anfwer. 
"  I  fee  in  you,  fays  he,  that  there  are  fome  men  who 
are  miferi,  fed  non  miferendi,  I  am  forry  to  hear  fuch  an 
anfwer  to  the  accufation  of  the  Commons."  •   To  this 

*  The  Lords  made  a  kind  of  apology  for  a  fentence  which  they 
termed  too  mild  for  the  offences  of  the  criminal  •,  the  attributing  to 
tlie  king  a  participation  of  God*s  omnipotence,  and  an  abfolute  power 
of  government,  his  fcandalous  aflertions  againft  parliaments,  and  his 
branding  thofe  gentlemen  with  damnation  who  refufed  the  loan. 

Part  of  the  charge  the  Commons  brought  againft  him  was  the  preach- 
ing a  fecond  fermon  of  the  fame  tendency  as  the  firft,  at  his  parifti- 
•  church,  after  the  commencement  of  the  parliament.     Parliam.  Hift. 

vol.  VIIL  p.  204,  210. 

-|-  Relying  on  a  favourable  interpretation  from  the  bifliops,  he  de- 
fired  the  fpiritual  lords  might  be  judges  of  the  inferences  and  logical 
deductions  in  his  fermons.  The  houfe  reprimanded  him  for  this  rc- 
queft,  as  an  attempt  to  divide  his  judges. 

On  an  enquiry  the  lords  had  made  touching  the  authorizing  of  this 
publication,  Mountaign  bifhop  of  London,  and  Laud  bifhop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  flung  the  whole  blame  on  the  king,  and  protefted  that  the 
fermon  was  publilhed  by  his  abfolute  command,  and  not  by  their  ap- 
probation.    Farliam.  Hift,  p  205,  212,  ^  feci. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  feffions,  the  lord  Suffolk  had  been  accufed 

by  Sir  John  Strangcways  of  having  averred  that  Mr.  Sclden  had  erafed 

f     fa  record,  and  defcrved  to  be  hanged  for  it.     This  the  earl  had  the 

'^    '  meannefs  to  deny :  He  was  confuted  by  fevcral  witneflcs.     'Journals  of 

fbe  CommonSy  vol.  \.  p.  883,  ^  fe^, 

the 
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the  archbifliop  added,  that  he  both  miiliked  and  ab-  Ann.  1628. 
horred  his  fermons  :  Touching  the  participation  they 
gave  the  king  with  God,  that  it  was  very  blafphemy  ; 
touching  the  other  his  aflertion,  that  there  is  no  juftice 
but  between  equals,  not  between  God  and  man,  the  pa- 
rent and  his  children,  nor  between  the  king  and  his 
people,  it  was  impious  and  falfe,  and  that  he  had  drawn 
an  infamy  upon  his  country  and  religion.  The  arch- 
bifliop ended  this  admonition  with  putting  Manwaring 
in  mind  of  the  judgment  inflicted  by  the  king  of  Cy- 
prus on  the  philofopher  Anafarchis,  to  be  brayed  in  a 
brazen  mortar,  as  a  proper  judgment  on  all  flatterers  of 
princes. 


END  of  the  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


To  the  First  Edition. 


The  Author  would  be  wanting  in  that  due  refped 
which  every  individual  owes  the  Public,  if  flie  did  not 
acknowledge  her  grateful  fentinients  of  the  very  favour- 
able reception  they  have  given  her  Firft  Volume.  The 
beft  return  (he  can  make  to  the  friends  of  Liberty  and 
the  Conftitution  is  a  diligent  perfeverance  according  to 
the  plan  laid  down  in  the  Introdudion. 

She  flatters  herfelf  that  the  Second  Volume  will  be 
received  with  the  fame  candor  as  the  Firft,  knowing 
that  it  hath  coft  her  much  more  pains  and  labour,  well 
beftowed  if  they  at  all  contribute  to  the  ends  propofed 
in  this  difficult  attempt. 

The  period  of  time  in  this  Volume  is  fliort;  but  the 
judicious  will  perceive  the  difficulty  of  drawing  thefe 
important  tranfadions  into  a  narrower  compafs,  with- 
out depriving  the  reader  of  neceffary  information,  and 
defeating  the  great  intention  of  the  work. 


St.  James's  Placi^ 
Jan,  10,  1765, 
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Attempt  to  relieve  Rochelle, Death  of  Buckingham. ^--^-.-^ATiot her 

attempt  to  relieve  Rochelle.^^»—-*Rochelle  taken  by  the  French 
king.       ■  Peace  concluded  with  France.— '•—^Merchants  impri" 
Joned.~-*—^JVent  worth  bought  off  from  the  popular  party,' 
New  fejjion  of  parliament  .-^■'—^Froteftation  of  the  Commons, 
Imprifonment  of  feveral  members,       ■  Dijfolution, 

TH  E  Petition  of  Right,  though  it  did  not  pro-  Ann.  162*. 
duce  a  change  in  the  conftirution,  yet  it  con- 
firmed to  the  fubjedt  every  privilege  which 
their  anceflors  had,  for  any  length  of  time,  enjoyed, 
fince  the  Norman  Conqueft  had  given  the  fatal  blow  to 
that  enlarged  fyftem  of  Liberty  introduced  by  the  Sax- 
ons. Notwithftanding  the  importance  of  this  event,  no 
lefs  threatening  were  the  fymptoms  at  the  breaking  up 
of  this  parliament,  than  had  been  thofe  that  attended  the 
preceding  ones :  A  precipitate  conclufion  of  the  feflion  ^ 
Vol.  II.  B  anger 
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Ann.  1628.  s^gcr  ^^^  diftruft  on  both  fides  ;  a  remonllrance  com- 
pofed  of  difgraceful  truths,  that  fet  in  a  fuU  light  the 
infamous  practices,  and  contemptible  management  of 
the  government.  Had  Charles  given  his  extorted  aflent 
to  the  Bill  of  Rights  with  a  feeming  alacrity,  the  Com- 
mons would  have  been  inclined  to  have  thrown  the 
mantle  of  oblivion  over  paft  offences ;  but  his  evafions 
and  delays  had  not  only  excited  a  dangerous  jcaloufy, 
but  had  taken  away  all  pretence  of  merit  from  the  forced 
compliance.  This  head-flrong  prince,  notwithftanding 
he  had  received  the  greateft  fubfidy  that  was  ever  granted 
to  any  King  of  England  ;  notwithflanding  the  manifeft 
indications  which  the  parliament  had  (hewn  that  they  in- 
tended to  give  him  a  legal  right  to  the  revenue  arifing 
from  tonnage  and  poundage }  concluded  the  feflion  with 
indecent  warmth,  becaufe  the  Commons  had  declared  that 
he  had  no  right  to  fuch  impofitions  without  confent  of 
parliament.  Had  he  fquared  his  condm5t  by  die  rules  of 
common  policy,  on  the  reraonft ranee  prefented  to  bim  on 
this  fubjedl,  he  would  have  oiFercd  to  have  prolonged  the 
feflion  till  a  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage  could  have 
been  perfe(5l:ed.  This  would  have  dillrefled  die  popular 
members,  who,  fufpedling  that  he  would  foon  violate 
the  laws  he  had  lately  confirmed,  when  releafed  from  the 
fhackles  of  a  parliament,  wanted  to  leave  him  in  a  fitua- 
tion  that  would  render  another  meeting  of  this  aflembly 
neceflary ;  and  had  carefully  avoided  touching  on  this 
captious  fubject  till  the  Petition  of  Right  was  clearly 
pafled.  This  fagacious  conducffc  in  the  Commons,  no 
doubt,  arofe  from  the  impolitic  arguments  wliich  had 
been  continually  urged  by  the  courtiers  to  bring  them  to 
comply  with  the  demands  of  the  crown.  They  endea- 
voured 
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voured  to  intimidate,  by  reprefenting  that  if  minifterial  Ann.  1628. 
meafures  were  oppofed,  the  King  would  alTume  every 
part  of  the  legiflature,  and  govern  without  parliaments. 
Thefe  fuggeHions  might  give  warning,  but  could  not 
firike  terror.  Such  a  government  muft  ever  be  regarded 
as  a  tyranny,  and  confequently  its  duration  be  very  pre- 
carious ;  whereas  if,  with  a  prefervation  of  the  forms 
of  the  conftitution,  the  Commons  had  tamely  yielded 
to  the  King  the  power  he  had  afliimed,  Liberty  would 
have  been  irrecoverably  loft,  and  abfolute  monarchy 
cftabliflied  by  law. 

The  numberlefs  inftances  in  which  Charles  had  vio* 
lated  the  laws  of  the  land,  roufed  the  attention  of  the 
nation  to  develop  the  real  genius  of  the  conftitution 
and  the  accuracy  with  which  the  Commons  at  this  pe- 
riod examined  the  legal  rights  of  the  monarchy,  may 
be  attributed  to  an  impolitic  exertion  of  power,  that 
crouded  into  one  point  of  view  all  the  oppreifive  ufurpa- 
tions  of  the  crown. 


The  firft  military  exploit  which  the  miniftry  engaged  Attempt  to 

r  1  i'/vt«  r      t  1*  relieve  Ro- 

m  after  the  diliolution  or  the  parliament,  was  an  at-  chdie. 
tempt  to  relieve  Rochelle.  At  the  prefilng  inftances  of 
the  duke  de  Soubife,  and  deputies  from  this  town,  the 
earl  of  Denbigh,  with  a  fleet  that  confifted  of  ten  fiiips 
of  the  line,  and  fixty  fmaller  veflels,  was  fent  to  fuccour 
the  befieged  with  a  recruit  of  men  and  victuals.  A 
complication  of  treachery,  ignorance,  and  cowardice,  that 
appeared  in  the  condu6t  of  this  expedition,  rendered  it 
abortive  ;  and  Charles  was  either  apparently  betrayed 
by  his  fervants  and  creatureSj  or  himfelf  an  accomplice 
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Aaa.  1628.  in  a  deceit  that  mud  needs  prove  the  fhip wreck  of  his 
confcience  and  his  honour,  and  the  diflipaiion  of  that 
treafure  which   he  had  dearly  purchafed   from  the  laft 

DuChcyne.  padiament.  May  the  firft,  the  Englidi  fleet  anchored  at 
Charleboy,  in  the  road  of  Rochelle ;  on  the  eighth  day,  by 
the  means  of  a  high  tide,  and  a  ftrong  favourable  wind," 
a  fhallop,  that  carried  the  news  of  their  arrival,  got  fafe 
into  the  harbour. 


The  inhabitants,  thus  advertifed  of  the  approach  of 
their  allies,  erecfled  fignals  on  the  top  of  their  towers, 
and  difcharged  their  cannon,  to  fhew  that  they  were 
ready  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  favour,  by  a  diverfion, 
the  entry  of  the  deftined  fuccours.  After  an  ineffedtual 
attempt  to  pafs  a  bar  which  the  French  had  made  to 
prevent  the  paflage  of  the  Englifh  fhips,  a  council  of 
war  was  called.  The  majority  of  the  Englifli  captains 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  Rochellers  had  deceived 
them  in  their  account  of  the  facility  of  the  enterprize. 
The  vice-admiral  and  another  officer,  named  Car,  ex- 
claimed againft  the  backwardnefs  of  the  reft ;  and  the 
French  hugonots  in  the  fleet,  whofe  whole  forces  con- 
fided of  two  or  three  and  twenty  fmall  vefTels,  offered, 
with  the  affiftance  of  four  merchant-fhips  well  armed, 
and  three  fire-fhips,  with  a  proportionable  number  of 
foldicrs,  to  fling  fuccours  into  the  place:  With  this  offer 
the  Rochellers  agreed  to  pay  for  all  the  Englidi  fhips 
that  might  mifcarry  in  the  attempt.  Denbigh  excufed 
himfelf  on  the  impradlicability  of  it,  and  on  the  words 
of  his  commiflion,  which  were,  not  to  fight  unlcfs  pre- 
vioufly  attacked  by  the  enemy.  He  obftinately  refufed 
to  give  any  afllftance  towards  the  relief  of  the  diflrreffed 

town ; 
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town  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  tears  and  prayers  of  the  Ann.  16*8*. 
deputies  from  Rochelle,  he  fet  fail  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land.    On  the  depofition  of  Andrew  Le  Brun,  a  French- 
man, concerning  Denbigh's  remiflhefs,  a  letter  was  fent  pPjj^^^'^' 
by  the  council   to  the  lord-high-admiral  Buckingham,  ""j?^'  p-  "6, 
fignifying,  that  it  was  the  King's  pleafure  that  the  earl 
of  Denbigh,  with  an  addition  to  his  fleet  of  other  fhipa 
prepared    at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,    Ihould  return  Guthrie,  toI. 
back  to  relieve  the  town  of  Rochelle.     This  mandate  ^'  p*  ^^^' 
was  difobeyed.      Denbigh  remained  at  home;  and  Buck- 
ingham, who  entertained  the  projedt  of  appearing  once 
more  in  a  military  capacity^,  caufcd  ten  fhips  to  be  buil^, 
with  other  preparations  towards  the  fitting  out  a  naval 
armament  that  fhould  be  equal  to  the  dignity  of  the 
commander.      The   earl   of    Marlborough,    the    prefent 
treafurer,  was  difmifled  from  his  office,  as  a  man  whofe 
frugal  difpofition  might  be  a  bar  to  the  deftined  expence 
of  the  expedition  ;  and  Sir  Richard  Wefton,  the  prefent 
chancellor  of    the  Exchequer,    a  notorious  Papift,    and 
an  approved  creature  of    Buckingham,    was  promoted 
to  the  treafurer's  ftaff,  with  the  title  of  lord  Wefton  *.  .  ' 
On   the  vaft  preparations  made  for  this  expedition,,  it  is 
reported  that  all  the  fubfidies  given  by  parliament  had 
been  expended. 

Buckingham  had  repaired  to  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  P«a/^ ^^ 

*  .  Buckinghain 

furvey  the  preparations  for  the  intended  embarkation, 
when,  on  the  twenty-third  of  Auguft,  whilft  he  was  talk- 
ing with  warmth  to  the  duke  de  Soubife,  and  other  French  . 


•  He  was  afterwards  created  earl  of  Portland. 


officers, 
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officers  *,  on  his  inclining  his  head  to  give  direcflions  to 
Sir  Thomas  Fryer,  he  received  a  deadly  wound  from  an 
unfeen  hand,  which  ftruck  a  knife  into  his  heart.      He 
withdrew   the   fatal    inftrumcnt,    fell    proftratc    on    the 
ground,  and  expired  inllantaneoufly  f*  to  the   furprize 
and  horror  of  the  by-ftanders,  who  looked  with  fufpi- 
cious  afpecls  on  the  French  gentlemen,  whofe  geflicula- 
tions  had  been  very  vehement  in  this  converfation.      The 
zeal  of  his  attendants,  who  were  running  about  with 
drawn  fwords,  in  quell  of  the  aflafTm,  might  have  been 
productive  of  mifthicf,  if,  in  the  midft  of  the  confufion, 
a  hat  had  not  been  found,  in  the  infide  of  which  was 
fewed  a  paper  that  contained  part  of  that  remonilrance 
of  the  Commons  which  declared  the  defunct  an  obftacle 
to  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  prime 
caufe  of  all  its  grievances.     This  difcovery  preferved  the 
foreigners  from  the  danger  of  a  maflacre.     It  was  im- 
mediately concluded  that  the  owner  of  the  hat  mud  be 
the  murderer.     In  the  midft  of  the  anxiety  that  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  not  overtaking   the  fugitive  occafioned,  a 
man  ftepped  forth,  and  prefenting  himfelf  to  the  com- 

XVUIllWVJJ  kllf 

voi.i.p.635.  pany,  faid,  **  I  am  the  perfon  who  commuted  the  ac- 
tion ;   let  not  the  innocent  fuffer."     This  afTallin  proyed 

*  Buckingham  had  been  communicating  fome  advices  he  had  re- 
ceived, as  if  a  convoy  had  got  into  RochcUe.  This  he  communicated 
to  the  duke  de  Soubife,  and  the  French  gentlemen  in  his  train,  who 
infifted  with  great  vehemence  that  this  advice  was  falfe,  and  only,  in- 
tended to  retard  the  expedition. 

f  Clarendon,  in  his  pompous  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  very  ferioufly 
tells  a  long  (lory  of  the  ghoft  of  Sir  George  Villiers,  the  father  of  Buck- 
ingham, appearing  feveral  times,  and  prefaging  the  death  of  his  fon. 
Clarendons  Hijiory  of  the  Civil  IFars,  fol.  Ox.  j  702,  vol.  I.  p.  34. 


Ru(h  worth, 
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to  be  one  John  Feltoft,  a  man  that  was  brave,  honeft,  Ann.  1628. 
and  confcientious  ;  but  melancholy,  revengeful  *,  and 
enthufiaftical.  He  had  ferved  in  the  ftation  of  a  lieute- 
nant under  Buckingham,  in  his  expedition  to  the  Ifle  of 
Rhee,  and  had  conceived  a  perfonal  averfion  to  him  for 
his  having  promoted  an  officer  over  his  head  f.  The 
loud  complaints  of  the  nation,  coinciding  with  his  pri- 
vate  refentment,  inflamed  the  melancholy  revengeful  hu- 
mours in  his  compofition  to  a  black  phrenzy,  and  his 
enthufiafm  prompted  him  to  render  himfelf,  by  an  indi- 
redl  means,  an  inftrument  of  juftice  on  the  declared  enemy 
of  the  public. 

Thus,  by  the  arm  of  a  melancholy  lunatic,  fell  this 
objecSt  of  almoll-univerfal  liatred,  George  Villiers,  duke 
of  Buckingham:  a  man  of  memorable  infufficiency as  a 
flatefman  and  a  foldier,  and  who,  with  no  other  eminent 
qualities  than  what  were  proper  to  captivate  the  hearts 
of  the  weakeft  part  of  the  female  fex,  had  been  raifed 
by  thefe  qualities  to  be  the  fcourge  of  three  kingdoms  ; 
and,  by  his  peftilent  intrigues,  the  chief  caufe  of  that 
diftrefs  which  the  French  Proteftants  at  this  time  Ian- 
guilhed  under:  a  man,  whofe  extraordinary  influence 
over  two  fucceflive  princes,  will  ferve,  among  other  ex- 
amples of  this  kind,  as  an  everlafling  monument  of  the 

*  Felton,  having  received  an  injury,  cut  off  a  piece  of  his  little  fin- 
gcTy  and  Tent  it  with  a  challenge  to  the  genilcman  who  had  alfronted. 
him,  with  this  mcflage  :  That  he  valued  not  the  expofing  his  whole 
body  to  dcftru6tion,  fo  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  be  rcvenc/ed.. 
Rufiswortb^  vol.1,  p.  638,  ^ 

t  Befides  this  injury,  he  had  long  waited  in  vain  for  his  arrears  of 
pay.     Complete  Hiji.  of  England,  vol  111.  p.  45, 

contemptible 
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Am.  i6i5.  contemptible  govermient  which  magnanimom  nations 
muft  fubmit  to,  who  groan  under  the  mean,  though  op- 
prefCive  yoke  of  an  arbitrary  fway,  entrufled  to  the  ca- 
price of  individuals. 

Th  e  expenfive  parade  of  the  courtiers  in  thefe  times, 
and  the  glitter  that  furrounded  the  minions  of  royalty, 
can  be  by  no  fingle  example  fo  fully  illuftrated  as  by  the 
account  of  Buckingham's  body-ornaments  :  The  jewels 
he  left  behind  him  were   eftiraated  at   three   hundred 
thoufand  pounds  ;  a  fum  which,  at  the  intereft  that  mo- 
ney then  bore,  would  have  brought  in  an  income  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  a-year.     Charles  was  perform- 
ing a  public  ad  of  devotion  when  the  death  of  his  fa- 
vourite was  made  known  to  him:  The  compofure  that 
appeared  in  his  countenance  on  the  recital  of  this  aflaf- 
fination,  gave   the  by-ftanders  a  notion  that  he  was  not 
difpleafed  with  an  incident  that  rid  him  of  the  man  who 
efFedually  deprived  him  of  the  love  and   good  opinion 
of   his  fubjedts.      His   after  deportment   convinced    the 
public  that  he  retained  the  fame  fond  affedtion  to  his 
memory  that  he  had  fhewn  to  his  perfon.     He  not  only 
continued  to  heap  favours  on  his  whole  tribe  of  kin- 
dred,  but   on  all   thofe  dependants  who   had   attached 
themfelves  to  his  fortune  ;  and  paid  a  vaft  debt  which 
he  had  contracted  *. 

*  Charles  was  within  four  miles  of  Portfmouth  when  the  account 
of  his  favourite's  death  was  made  known  to  him.  He  was  on  his 
knees  at  prayers  -,  no  difcompofure  appeared  in  his  anions,  nor  altera- 
tion in  his  countenance,  till  the  fcrvicc  was  over,  when  he  retired  to 
his  chamber,  and  threw  himfelf  on  his  bed  -,  where  he  gave  vent  to  his 
forrow  in  a  flood  of  tears,  and  paflionate  exprefTions  of  regard  to  the 

memory  of  the  deceafed.    Ckrend.  Hift,  vol  I.  p.  25. 
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Felton  was  carried  to  London,  where  he  underwent  ^°°-  *^^^- 
feveral  examinations  before  the  council.     Laud,  who  had 
been  lately  promoted  to  the  bifhopric  of  London,  fug- 
gelled  a  fufpicion   that  the  Puritans  were  at  the  bottom     ' 
of  the  mifchief,  and  threatened  the  delinquent  with  the 
rack  *      Felton  told  them  that  if  that  was  to  be  his  cafe, 
he  did  not  know  whom  he  might  name  in  the  extremity 
of  torture ;  and  if  what  he  fliould  then  fay  was  to  go 
for  truth,    he  could  not  tell  whether  his  lordfliip  the 
bifliop  of  London,  or  which  of  the  lords  at  the  council- 
board,  he  might  accufe ;  for  torture  would  draw  unex- 
pe(5led  things  from  him.     By  a  refolution  of  the  King 
and  council,  the  judges  were  confulted  on  the  queftion, 
whether  Felton  might  legally  be  put  to  the  torture  I  The 
judges  determined  in  the  negative ;  and  the  King  gra- 
cioufly  declared,  that  fmce  it  could  not  be  done  by  law, 
he  would  not,  in  this  point,  ufe  his  prerogative.     On  fo'iV"'? *o. 
Thurfday,  the  twenty- feventh  of  November,  Felton  was  J^^i^iocic, 
brought  to  his  trial.     The  unhappy  enthufiafl  felt  fo  ex-  p".^*".'  '^^*' 

It  was  reported  that  Charles,  to  Ihew  his  afFedion  for  his  departed 
favourite,  gave  a  command  for  a  magnificent  funeral.  The  treafurer 
diverted  the  projed  by  telling  him,  that  the  teftimony  of  his  favour 
would  be  more  lafting,  if,  inftead  of  that  tranfitory  pomp,  he  was  to 
credl  a  (lately  monument  to  his  memory.  Charles  aflented  to  this  pro- 
portion; but  when  he  renewed  the  fubjed  of  the  monument,  the 
treafurer  evaded  the  King's  intention  by  the  following  fpeech  :  «  Sir, 
I  am  loath  to  tell  your  majefly  what  the  world  will  fay,  both  at  home 
knd  abroad,  if  you  (hould  raife  a  monument  for  the  duke  before  you 
.  credl:  one  for  your  father."  The  Reign  of  Charles,  by  H.  L.  fol.  ed.  1 66 s» 
p.  9i»  ^  feq- 

*  He  had  been  frequendy  examined  concerning  this  queftion,  and 
conftantly  denied  that  he  had  any  prompters  to  this  adlion.  Rujhwortb^ 
vol.  I.  p.  638. 
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Ann.  i6zg.  quifitc  a  remorfe  for  the  crime  he  had  committed,  that  on 
the  court's  paffing  fentence  of  death  upon  him,  he  offered 
that  hand  to  be  cut  off  which  did  the  fadt.  Though  the 
court  difclaimed  this  requeft,  as  not  within  the  compafs 
of  the  law,  and  out  of  their  power  to  grant,  Charles 
fent  to  the  judges  to  intimate  his  delire  that  FeUon's  hand 
might  be  cut  off  before  execution  of  the  fentence  of 
death.  The  judges  returned  anfwer,  that  the  King's  will 
could  not  be  complied  with -,  for  in  all  murders  the  judg- 
ment  was  the  fame,  unlefs  when  the  ftatute  of  25  E.  III. 
altered  the  nature  of  the  offence. 


CHARLES       L 


Another  at- 
tempt to  re- 
lieve Ro- 

chelk. 
Rvn).  Feed. 

vol.  XVI  tr. 


On  the  death  of  Buckingham,  the  command  of  the 
fleet  deftined  for  the  relief  of  Rochelle  was  given  to  the 
earl  of  Lindfey.     Notwithftanding  the  money  that  had 
been  already  expended,  when  the  fhips  {lores  came  to  be 
inlpcdled,    they,  were  found  deGcient  both  in  quantity 
and  quality;  and  the  preparations  were  not  ready  till 
the  eighth  of  September,  when  the  French  had  finifhed 
a  mole  acrofs  the  harbour,  which   rendered    the  relief 
of  the  town  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible.     When  the 
fleet  came  before  Rochelle,  they  made  feveral  vain  at- 
tempts  on  the  mole  -,  two  days  were  fpent  in  cannonad- 
ing  the  works,  without  damage  on  either  fide ;  and  the 
duke  de  Soubife  began  to  fufpea:  that  the  Eng4ifli  com- 
mander, who  had  fent  feveral  private  meffages  into  the 
trench  camp,  was  treating  fcparatcly  with  the  enemy. 
On  receiving  intelligence  that  the  town  could  not  hold 
out  above  two  days,  he  offered,  with  the  French  (Inps., 
to  attempt  the  mole,  if  the  Engliih  would  promife  to 
follow  him.     The  count  of  Laval  propofed,  with  artifi- 
cial mines,  contrived  in  three  (hips  lined  with  bricks,  to  at- 
tempt 


tempt  to  blow  it  up.     Both  thefe  propofals  were  rcjeftcd 
in  a  council  of  war,  and  more  time  confumed  in  fruit- 
lefs   cannonading.     The  Englifli  captains   in   the  fleet, 
who  had   been   all  of   Buckingham's  nomination,  and 
who  had  hitherto  refufed  to  affent  to  any  effedual  me- 
thod of  combating  the  obftacles  that  prevented  the  fling- 
ing in  relief  to  the  town,  at  length  determined,  in  a 
council  of  war,  to  make  one  decifive  attack.     Before  this 
could  be  put  in  execution,  Rochelle  was  forced  to  capi- 
tulate *.     It  exhibited  a  fcene  of  mifery  that  even  pride, 
bigotry,  and  the  luft  of  power,  could  not  behold  with- 
out  emotions  of  compaffion  :  The  vain-glorious  Richlieu, 
in  the  midfl  of  his  exultations  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
projedbs  to  forge  everlafting  chains  for  his  countrymen, 
with  his  pupil-monarch,  bred  in  the  fchool  of  defpotifm, 
and  trained  in  thofe  principles  of  tyranny  that  render 
confcience  an  accomplice  to  adts  of  cruelty  and  injuftice, 
on  viewing  this  horrid  theatre  of  human  fufferings  ex- 
preffed  fome  marks  of  forrow  and  regret.     Of  twenty- 
two  thoufand  perfons  who  had  been  fhut  up  in   the 
town,  four  thoufand  alone  furvived  the  hardfliips  that 
they  had  undergone.     The  living  not  being  in  number 
fufficient,  or  in  a  condition  to  bury  the  dead,  vermin  and 
birds  of  prey  fed  on  the  expofed  carcaffes.     The  dying 
carried  their  own  coffins  into  the  church-yards,  and  there 

•  Guiton,  the  mayor  of  this  town,  who  had  made  fo  obflinate  a  de- 
fence, going  in  his  formalities  to  receive  the  conquerors,  was  told  by 
Richlieu,  that  he  muft  difmifs  his  halberdiers,  for  the  king  would  be 
fole  matter  and  mayor  of  Rochelle.  He  anfwered,  with  a  fpirit  truly 
V  noble,  «  If  I  had  known  you  would  not  have  kept  your  word  with  me, 
the  burghers  fhould  have  defended  themfelves  to  the  laft  man,  and  1 
would  then  have  buried  myfclf  under  the  ruins  of  the  town.",  Larrej^ 
vol.1,  p.  207.  ,  ^ 

c  2  lay 


ti 


Ann.  .162^. 


Rochelle 
taken  by  the 
French  king. 


Ruftiworth, 
vol.  I.  p.636. 


Sanderfon, 

p.  127. 
Hift.  of  King 
Charles,  by 
H.  L.  p.  93. 
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Ann.  1628.  V  l^y  down  and  breathed  their  laft.  Rats,  dogs,  cats,  mic^, 
8v"ed!  17 16,  ^unaan  flelh,  and  other  diftafteful  food,  had  been  the  only 
voj.i.p.2o6.  provifion  on  which  thefe  martyrs  to  the  caufe  of  Rehgion 
and  Liberty  had  for  fome  time  fed.  The  few  inhabitants 
that  furvived  thefe  miferies  appeared  like  the  fkeletons  of 
men.  The  flory  of  their  fufFerings  fhews  the  mighty 
influence  that  virtue  has  over  a  people  actuated  by  a  jufl: 
fenfe  of  Freedom,  that  it  not  only  over-ballances  every 
motive  of  felf-prefervation,  fubdues  thofe  frailties  that 
are  infeparable  from  humanity,  but  raifes  the  mind 
above  the  fenfe  of  evils  that  are  the.moft  infupportable 
to  the  nature  of  man.  Rochclle  thus  reduced  in  the  face 
of  the  Englifh,  their  fleet  failed  home  j  and  the  French 
monarch,  with  his  minifter  Richlieu,  entered  the  con- 
quered town,  where  they  re-eflablifhed  the  exercife  of  the 
Roman-Catholic  religion,  deftroyed  the  fortifications,  and 
deprived  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  privileges  they  had 
enjoyed  from  the  edidl  of  Nantes  in  the  year  15-98  *. 
Lewis,  who  had  obtained  a  complete  viftory  over  a  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  fliut  up  within  the  walls  of  a  townj 
befieged  by  land  and  by  fea  with  the  whole  force  of  the 
French  nation,  returned  to  Paris,  in  which  place  he  tri- 
umphed with  as  much  oftentation  as  if  he  had  defended 
his  country  from  a  formidable  invafion. 

The  redu6lion  of  Rochelle,    the  fl:rongcfl  town  that 
the  French  Proteftants  poflefled,  and  the  only  remaining 

•  The  original  edict  was  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  Rochdlers,  who 
prefcrved  it  in  their  town  till  its  deftrudion,  as  a  facred  depofit.  la 
this  fbrtrefs  the  refornied  held  their  lynods,  nnd  all  thofe  general  af- 
fcmblics  in  which  they  coniuUcd  on  iheir  common  iniercit.  Moreri^ 
vol.  VII.  p.  154,  (J  fq» 

biilwark 


bulwark  of  Gallic  liberty,  was  an  irrecoverable  blow  to  Ann.  1628. 
the  reformed,  and  a  neceflary  Hep  towards  the  eftabliflied 
defpotifm  of  the  French  monarchy.     The  bigotry  of  its 
fubjedls,  notwithftanding  that  the  confequences  of  this 
cataftrophe  were  obvious,  affifted  their  fovereign  in  this 
fatal  conqueft  with  an  admired  alacrity  ;    one  fenfible 
Frenchman,  the  marefchal  de  Baflbmpiere,  alone  excepted,  f^^ff* 
who  faid,  "  I  think  we  fliall  be  at  laft  fuch  fools  as  top- no- 
take  Rochelle." 

O  N  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  England,  the  earl  of  Rufliworth. 
Lindfey  made  fundry  complaints  on  the  behaviour  of 
his  officers,  of  the  badnefs  of  the  provifions,  tackle,  and 
other  neceflaries   for  the  expedition.      An  enquiry  was 
ordered  on  the  report  of  thefe  particulars :  After  fome  of 
the  officers  had  been  confined  a  ihort  time,  and  commif- 
fions  iffiied  to  try  others,  the  aflfair  was  entirely  dropped. . 
Many  hiftorians  have  charged  Charles  with  the  guilt  off 
being  an  acceflary  to  the  deftru<5lion  of  the  town  of  Ro-- 
chelle.      If  we  acquit  him  of  this  black  treachery,  it 
muft  be  at  the  cxpence  of  his  underftanding.     It  appears 
plainly  that  if  his  intentions  were  honed,  he  was  groily 
abufed  by  the  people  he  trufted.     Whether  the  remiffiiefs 
ot  their  conduct  was  occafioned  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
queen  his  wife,   who  had  now  gained  a  mighty  influ- 
ence over  him ;  whether  it  proceeded  from  Buckingham, 
whom  report  avers  to  have  facrificed  Rochelle  to  the  ca- 
jolements of  the  court  of  France,  and  to  the  romantic 
projedl   of    an    amorous    conne<5lion   with    the   French 
queen  *,  muft  be  left  to  conjedlure ;  fince  record  does 

•  An  author,  very  partial  to  the  Stewart  family,  relates,  that  In  the 
unfortunate  expedition  to  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  Toras,  the  commander  of, 
the  French  garrilbn,  being  much  prcflcd  with  famine,  fcnt  a  mefiase 

of 
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AnB.  i6zs.  not  afford  fafficient  authorities  to  warrant  an  hiftorian's 
giving  cither  of  the  two  reafons  for  matter  of  fad.  Whe- 
ther it  proceeded  alone  from  a  palpable  caufe  that  the 
men  trufted  with  the  execution  of  public  affairs  were  m- 
capable  of  performing  any  enterpiize  of  importance,  cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  Rochellers  had  endured  all  their  extreme 
miferics  through  the  promifes  of  Charles,  and  had  been 
prevailed  on  to  commence  hoftilities,  not  only  by  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  their  affairs,  but  by  the  united  force  of  the 
mod  earneft  perfuafions,  and  the  moft  flattering  affurances 
of  protedion  from  the  king  of  England. 

Ru(hworth.        The  perfecution  of  the  reformed  churches  was  fo  vio- 
vol.  I.  p.  636.  j^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  redu^ion  of  this  fortrefs,  that  they  were 
again  obliged  to  implore  aid  of  Charles :  this  they  <lid  in 
thefe  terms :   "  That  what  they  wrote  was  with  their 
tears  and  their  blood."     This  emphatical  expreffion  had 
no  effea :  A  treaty  of  peace  was  now  on  foot  between 
rS""i   the  two  crowns  J  it  was  concluded  in  the  beginning  of 
France.        ^^^  foUowiug  ycai,  without  any  flipulations  for  the  m- 
^:^^A  tereft  or  the  prefervation  of  the  French  Proteftants,  though 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  between  Charles  and 
Id. p.  1211.   the  Rochellers  is  exprefly  as  follows:  "  And  in  cafe  it 
fhall  fo  happen  that  his  majefty  (hall  hereafter  lend  an 
ear  to  propofals  of  peace  with  the  Moft  Chriftian  king, 
the  faid  people  of  Rochelle  fliall  be  called  to  the  confer- 

of  furrender  to  Buckingham.  Buckingham  returned  anfwer,  that-  he 
doubted  not  but  they  were  too  courageous,  and  of  greater  fidehty  to 
their  king,  than  to  render  their  caftle  •.  but  fince  they  were  obhged  to 
yield  to  neceflity,  they  Ihould  have  honourable  terms.  On  this  an- 
other  meflaoe  was  fent  to  Buckingham  to  name  his  conditions.  He 
.deferred  dofng  it,  and  the  French  found  means  to  fling  fuccours  into 
the  caftle.     Sander/en's  Reign  of  K.  Charles,  p.  9 '  • 

ences, 
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ences,  and  no  treaty  fhall  be  concluded  without  exprefs  Ann.  1628. 
ftipulations  that  their  privileges  and  immunities  (hall  be 
preferved  to  them,  according  to  the  inftrudtions  they  are 
to  furnifh  on  that  head.  His  majefty  farther  obliges 
himfelf  to  guarantee  the  faid  treaty  to  them."  This 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  crowns  of  France  and 
England,  in  which  Charles  fo  bafely  deferted  the  Ro- 
chellers, contrary  to  the  articles  of  alliance,  was  in  agi- 
tation before  the  death  of  Buckingham ;  and  it  was  with 
a  view  to  this  treaty  that  he  was  appointed  to  ferve  in 
the  laft  expedition  *.  The  Venetian  minifter  managed 
the  negociation,  and  brought  it  to  fuch  a  forwardnefs  in 
two  conferences,  one  with  the  King  and  the  other  with 
the  duke,  that  the  latter  agreed  to  conclude  the  whole 
before  he  failed;  and  the  lord  Dorchefter  was  fent  to 
him  from  the  court  the  very  morning  on  which  he  was 
affaffmated,  when  going  to  take  horfc  to  fini(h  the  bu(L- 
nefs  in  his  mafter's  clofct.  This  fecret  negociation,  tranf- 
adted  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Rochellers,  at  a  time 
when  they  expelled,  from  the  faith  of  promifes,  written 
with  Charles's  own  hand  t>  a  vigorous  afliftance,  is  a 

♦  Gn  the  fubjed  of  this  treaty,  the  firft -minifter  of  both  kings  were 
to  have  an  interview  at  the  head  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  refpec? 
tive  nations.     Htftorical  Preface  to  Sir  Dudley  Carle  ton's  Letters,  P-  3  ^  • 

-}"  The  following  are  two  letters  from  Charles  to  the  Rochellers,  on  > 
the  return  of  that  fleet  which  was  fent  to  their  fuccour  und;:r  the  cam-  - 
mand  of  the  earl  of  Denbigh. 

"  Gentlemen, 
"I  have  been  troubled  to  hear  that  my  fleet  was  upon  the  pmnt  of 
returning  without  anfwering  my  commands,  which  were  to  torce  the 
entry  of  your  provifions,  whatever  came  of  it  •,  and  have  givc^n  it  new 
orders  to  return  into  your  road,  and  not  ftir  till  it  has  relieved  you 
with  vidluals,  or  that  I  have  fent  them  an  additional  ftren^tb,  fos 

which. 
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Aiin.  1628.  very  fufpicious  circumilance,  and  renders  it  probable 
that  his  intentions  were  not  honefl  with  regard  to  this 
fuffering  deluded  people,  and  that  they  were  to  be  the 
neceflary  facrifice  to  the  intended  peace.  The  French  af- 
terwards infilled  on  the  reftitution  of  Canada  and  Acadia, 
taken  from  them  in  this  year  1628;  the  only  advantage 
that  Great  Britain  had  gained  in  the  courfe  of  this  dif- 
graceful  war. 

The  unhappy  fate  of  the  Rochellers,  and  the  mifera- 
ble  fituation  of  the  reformed  churches,  could  not  fail  of 
exciting  in  the  Englifh  a  frefli  difguft  at  the  condudl  of 
the  miniftry :  this  was  inflamed  by  many  other  caufes 
of  complaint.  Charles,  who  had  in  fome  meafure  been 
the  means  of  fixing  the  French  monarchy  on  the  bafis 
of  an  eftabliOied  defpotifm,  feemed  at  prefent  more  than 
ever  determined  to  raife  his  own  government  to  the  fame 
fublime  height  of  tyranny,  and  had  digefted  his  former 
proje<5ts  into  a  more  regular  plan  of  execution.  The  fol- 
diers  that  returned  from  the  Rochelle  expedition  were 

which  I  have  caufed  men  to  work  with  all  diligence.  Be  aflured  that 
I  will  never  abandon  you,  and  that  I  will  employ  all  the  force  in  my 
kingdom  for  your  deliverance,  until  it  pleafe  God  to  blefs  me  with 
giving  you  an  aflured  peace." 

"  Gentlemen, 
«  Be  not  difcomforted,  though  my  fteet  be  returned;  hold  out  to 
thelaft;  fori  am  refolved  that  all  my  fleet  fliall  perifli,  rather  than 
you  fliall  not  be  relieved ;  and  to  this  end  I  have  countermanded  it, 
and  have  fent  fliips  to  make  them  change  their  defign  that  they  had 
taken  to  come  back.  I  fliall  fliortly  fend  you  fome  number  of  fliips 
to  reinforce  it;  and,  with  the  help  of  God,  the  fucccfs  will  be  happy 
for  your  deliverance."  Guthrie^  vol.  III.  p.  887.  Larreyy  vol.  I. 
:p.  201. 

not 


not  difbanded  %  but  quartered  in  different  parts  of  the  Ann.  1628. 
kingdom  j  fome  were  fent  into  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  fome 
into  Eflex,  where  they  committed  great  outrages. 

Since  the  lad  feflion  of  parliament,  feveral  wine-mer-  Merchants 
chants  had  been  committed  to  the  Fleet  for  refufing  to  fub-  '""P"^*""'^' 
mit  to  an  impofirion  of  twenty  fhillings  on  the  ton  j  and 
Charles  declared  in  full  council,  that  it  was  his  abfolute 
will  and  pleafure  that  a  new  duty  of  two  fhillings  and 
two-pence  the  hundred  on  currants  fhould  be  added  to 
the  old  one  of  three  (hillings  and  four-pence.  Richard 
Chambers,  a  merchant,  was  committed  to  the  Marflialfea 
prifon  for  faying,  "  That  greater  impofitions  were  re- 
quired of  the  merchants  in  England  than  in  any  other 
place,  and  that  they  were  more  fcrewed  up  than  the 
Turk."  Thefe  words  not  having  been  exprelTcd  in  the 
return  of  the  writ,  it  was  judged  infufficient,  and  the 
warden  of  the  prifon  dire<5led  to  mend  it :  But  the  pri- 
foner  was  advifed  by  the  court  to  fubmit  to  the  lords  of 
the  council,  and  petition  them  for  his  enlargement  Be- 
fore this  time  and  his  fecond  return,  Mr.  Jermyn,  the 
counfel  for  the  prifoner,  moved  that  he  might  be  dif- 
mifled  or  bailed,  as  it  appeared  by  the  return  he  was 
not  committed  for  treafon,  and  that  the  return  did  not 

*  About  this  time  thofe  troops  who  had  fervcd  abroad  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  and  who  had  a  long  time  with  great 
bravery  defended  Stoad,  fituated  about  twenty  miles  from  Hambo- 
rough,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe,  after  its  furrender  were  lent  to 
the  king  of  Denmark  for  the  defence  of  Luckftat ;  and  the  thoufand 
horfe  levied  in  Germany,  for  the  fervice  of  Charles,  entered  into  the 
pay  of  the  king  of  Sweden  and  the  duke  of  Savoy.  Rujljworth^ 
vol.  I.  p.  S^y, 
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Ann.  1628.    Ihew  what  the  words  were  whereto  he  might  give  an- 
fwer.     The  King's  attorney  defired  that  he  might  have 
lime  to  confider  of  the  return,  and  be  informed  of  the 
words,  and  that  in  the  interim  the  prifoner  to  attend 
the  council-table,  and  petition.     The  prifoner  ilood  upon 
the  juftice  of  the  law,  and  the  inheritance  of  the  fubje(5t. 
On  his  importunity  the  court  commanded  him  to  be 
bailed  *  ;  but  withal  told  him,  that  he  was  indebted  to 
the  clemency  of  the  court,  it  being  in  their  power  to 
draw   an   indidtment  againft   him,  if  they  would,  for 
contemptuous  words.     The  judges,  on  account  of  the 
bailing  of  Chambers,  were  fent  for  to  attend  the  lord- 
keeper,    the  lord-treafurer,  the  lord-privy-feal,   and   the 
chancellor  of  the  duchy.     The   lord-keeper  declared  to 
them,  that  the  enlargement  of  Chambers  was  without 
due  regard  had  to  the  privy- council,  they  not  having 
been  previoully  made  acquainted  with  it.     The  judges 
excufed    themfelves   by  faying,    that  the  lord-chief-juf- 
tice  had  acquainted  the  lord-keeper  in  private,   before 
they  had  proceeded   to  bail  the   party ;  and  moreover 
added,  that  what  they  had  done  in  that  affair  was  ac- 
cording to  law,  juftice,  and  confcience.     On  this   they^ 
were  told,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  ftate,  that  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  council-table 
fhould  be  preferved,  and  that  it  could  not  be  done  with- 
out a  correfpondency  from  the  courts  of  juftice.     The 
attorney-general  exhibited  an  information  in  the  Exche- 
quer againft  Samuel  Vaffal,  a  merchant  of  London,  for 

•  On  a  recognizance  of  four  hundred  pounds  :  four  fecurities  were 
bound  in  a  recognizance  of  an  hundred  pounds  each.  Rujhwortky 
vol.  I.  p.  640. 
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refufing  to  pay  the  new  duty  of  five  (hillings  and  fix-  Ann.  1628. 
pence  on  every  hundred  weight  of  currants  *.  To  this 
information  VafTal  pleaded  the  ftatute  of  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  ftatute  de  tallagio  non  concedendo ;  and  that  tliis  duty 
was  impofed  without  aflent  of  parliament.  The  barons 
of  the  Exchequer  refufed  to  hear  VafTars  counfel  argue 
for  him  ;  and  faid  that  the  King  was  in  pofTefGon,  and 
they  would  keep  him  in  it  f .  On  this  they  fent  VafTal 
to  prifon,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  King.  The  goods 
of  one  Rolls,  a  merchant,  and  a  member  of  parliament, 
were  likewife  feized,  and  the  fame  judgment  given  againft 
him  in  the  Exchequer.  Thofe  groveling  inftruments  of 
oppreflion,  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  who,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  bafenefs  of  their  education,  are  infolent  in 
office,  faid,  with  unprecedented  impudence,  "  If  all  the 
parliaments  were  in  you  we  would  take  your  goods." 
Divers  merchandizes  belonging  to  the  fore-mentioned 
Richard  Chambers,  having  been  feized  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, he  fued  forth  a  writ  of  replevin  to  regain  poflef- 
fion ;  The  barons  of  the  Exchequer  fent  an  injundlion 
under  the  feal  of  their  court,  commanding  the  fherifF 
not  to  execute  the  writ,  or  any  the  like  writs  of  replevin 
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*  The  information  fet  forth,  that  king  James  did,  by  his  letters  pa- 
tent, command  the  taking  the  faid  impofitions ;  that  his  majefty  that 
now  is,  by  his  letters  patent  dated  the  26th  of  June,  2  Caroli,  did, 
by  the  advice  of  his  privy-council,  declare  his  will  and  pleafure  to  be, 
that  fubfidies,  cuftoms,  and  impofts,  (hould  be  levied  in  fuch  manner 
as  they  were  in  the  time  of  king  James,  until  it  might  receive  a  fet- 
tling by  parliament ;  that  the  faid  Samuel  Vaffal,  before  the  ift  day 
of  October,  4  Car.  did  bring  into  the  port  of  London  4638  hundred 
weight  of  currants,  for  which  he  refufed  to  pay  duty.  Rujhwmb^ 
vol.  I.  p.  641. 

f  Vaffal's  goods  had  been  feized  and  lodged  in  the  Cuftom-houfc. 

D  2  that 
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that  (hould  be  afterwards  fued  forth  for  the  delivery  of 
any  goods  in  the  like  nature  detained ;  and  declared  in 
court  that  fuch  goods  were  not  repleviable  by  law.     On 
this  the  flieriffs  of  Ix)ndon  refufed  to  execute  the  writ  of 
replevin.     Chambers,  finding  it  impoffible  to  obtain  juf- 
tice,  offered  to  give  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  du- 
ties that  were  demanded.     The  court  refufed  to  take  his 
fecurity,  and  direcfled  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  to  de- 
tain double  the  value  of  the  fums  which  had  been  by 
them  demanded,  and  to  reftore  the  refidue.     To  thcfe 
adts  of  violence  committed  againft  the  London  merchants, 
the  court  gave  another  caufe  of  difguft,  by  levying  an 
oppreflive  fine  on  the  occafion  of  a  riot,  in  which  one 
Lamb,  a  fuppofed  conjuror  *,  and  a  creature  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  was  killed. 

Dr.  Manwaring's  fermons  were  fupprcffed  by  procla- 
mation t ;  but  himfelf,  who  had  been  difabled  from  cc- 

*  This  Lamb  was  notorious  for  an  ill  fame.  As  he  was  coming  fi-om 
the  playhoufe  one  evening,  the  rabble  gathered  thick  about  him,  and  re- 
viled him  with  the  appellation  of  witch,  devil,  and  the  duke's  conjuror. 
He  took  fenftuary  at  a  vintner's,  who,  fearing  tliat  his  houfe  would  be 
pulled  down  by  the  violence  of  the  tumult,  thruft  him  out ;  whereupon 
the  nnob,  feeing  that  the  city-guard  were  coming  to  his  rcfcue,  fell  upon 
Him,  and  bruited  him  in  I'uch  a  manner  that  he  died  the  {ame  nighf. 
The  city  of  London  endeavoured  to  find  out  the  moil  adive  pcrfpns  in 
this  riot,  but  the  aggrefifors  were  fo  faithful  to  each  other  xhat  no  wit- 
nefs  appeared  againft:  any  individual.  The  court,  who  looked  upon  this 
action  as  an  infult  on  the  favourite,  fined  the  city  6000 1.  Complete  Hift. 
vol.  III.  p.  45.     Rufmvortb^  vol.  I.  p.  618. 

•j-  In  the  beginning  of  this  proclamation  the  King  declares,  that 
the  grounds  of  the  fermon  were  rightly  laid  to  periuade  obedience 
from  the  fubjecls  to  their  fovcreign,  and  that  for  confcicncc  fake. 
At  the   fame  tknc  came  out    two  proclamations  concerning  recu- 
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clefiaftical  preferments  in  the  church  of  England  by  cen-  Ann.  i62«. 
fure  of  parliament,  was  prefented  to  the  rich  endow- 
ment of  the  rectory  of  Stamford-Rivers  in  Eflex,  and  had 
a  difpenfation  to  hold  it  with  that  of  St.  Giles  in  the 
Fields  *.  About  the  fame  time,  Mountague,  the  author 
of  tliat  noxious  performance  entitled  Appello  Caefarem  f, 

was  preferred  to  the  bifhopric  of  Chichefter.     A  pro-  fji'^xix^*' 

p.  26. 

fants :  One  for  the  apprehending  of  Richard  Smith,  titular  bilhop  of 
Calcedon,  and  other  priefts  and  Jefuits  that  had  taken  orders  by  au- 
thority from  the  fee  of  Rome  ;  and  another  declaring  the  King*s  plea- 
fure  for  proceeding  with  Popiih  recufants,  and  direftions  to  his  com- 
miflioners  for  making  con^pofitions  for  two  parts  in  three  of  their  eftates 
due  by  law.  Thefe  proclamations  gave  little  fatisfadion ;  the  firft  be- 
caufe  die  delinquents  taken  were  thought  to  be  treated  too  favoura- 
bly, and  the  fecond  for  the  fame  reafon ;  viz.  The  recufants  got  off 
upon  eafy  terms,  by  means  of  compofitions  at  under-value,  and  by 
letters  of  grace  and  protedion  to  the  moft  wealthy.  According  to 
Prynne,  the  proclamation  againft  the  biftiop  of  Cakedon  was  pro- 
cured at  the  earneft  folicitations  of  the  regular  priefts  in  England  and 
Ireland,  who  violendy  oppofed  Smith's  epifcopal  jurifdidion.  Rujh- 
worth,  vol.  I.  p.  633.  Rymer's  Fa^deray  vol,  XVIIL  p.  1024,  1037,, 
vol.  XIX.  p.  6. 

*  He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  deanry  of  Worcefter,  and. 
finally  to  the  bifliopric  of  St.  David's.     HeylirCs  Life  of  Laud,  p.  1 80. 

-f-  This  book  was  wrote  on  the  following  occafion  :  Two  divines  of 
the  Norwich  diocefe,  Yates  and  Ward,  had  informed  againft  Mounta- 
gue*s  dangerous  errors  of  Arminianifm  and  Popery,  difleminated  through 
a  work  which  he  had  publilhed  in  anfwer  to  one  that  had  been  written 
by  the  Papifts,  called  the  Gagger  of  Proteftants.  Mountague  wrote 
this  fecond  work  to  vindicate  his  principles.  He  dedicated  it  to  the 
King,  and  entitled  it  Appello  Casfar em  ;  applying  the  words  which  had 
been  once  ufed  to  L.ewis  of  Bavere,  emperor  of  Germany  -,  Domine  Im- 
peratcvy  defende  me  gladio,  6f  ego  te  defendam  calamo.  *'  Lord  Emperor, 
■defend  me  with  thy  fword,  and  I  will  defend  thee  with  my  pen."  Ful- 
ler's Church  Hijl.  cd,  1655,  book  11,  p.  119. 
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Ann.  1628.  clamation  *  was  iffued  to  call  in  his  book,  with  a  pro- 
hibition againft  preaching  and  writing  pro  or  con  on  the 
fubjedl.  Before  this  was  done,  the  edition  of  Mounta- 
gue's  book  had  been  vended,  and  out  of  rifk  of  feizure ; 
but  it  effedlually  fupprefled  the  feveral  anfwers  to  it, 
written  by  Dr.  Goad,  Dr.  Featly,  Burton,  Ward,  Yates, 
Wotton,  and  Francis  Roufe,  Efq.  Divers  of  the  printers 
of  thefe  performances  were  queftioned  in  the  Highcom- 
miffion  court. 

Laud  was  now,  on  the  death  of  Buckingham,  be- 
come fupreme  favourite  f-  Before  the  meeting  of  the 
parliament,  which  had  been  prorogued  from  the  twen- 
tieth of  Odtober  to  the  twentieth  of  January,  Charles 
held  a  confultation  with  his  cabinet  council.  Here  a 
fettled  plan  of  action  was  determined  for  the  enfuing 
feffion,  in  what  manner  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
were  to  behave  in  particular  cafes.  That  if  the  houfe 
of  Commons  urged  the  delivery  of  the  merchants  goods 
before  they  proceeded  on  the  bill  of  tonnage  and  pound- 
age, then  the  anfwer  of  the  privy-counfellors  to  be  as 
follows  :  That  if  the  houfe  intend  to  grant  tonnage 
and  poundage  to  the  King,  as  it  hath  been  granted  to 
his  predeceffors,  it  will  end  all  difputes.     If  this  anfwer 

•  To  both  Manwaring  and  Mountague  was  granted  a  royal  pardon 
of  all  errors  heretofore  committed  by  them,  either  in  fpeaking,  writ- 
ing, or  printing,  for  which  they  could  be  any  way  liable  to  be  hereafter 
queftioned.     Complete  Hift.  of  England^  vol.  III.  p.  SZ- 

t  William,  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  chancellor  of  Oxford,  to  flatter 
Charles,  committed  his  power  over  the  univerfity  to  Laud-,  who  this  year 
framed  ftatutes  for  limiting  the  free  eledlion  of  proftors.  Rujhworth^ 
vol.  I.  p.  637.  Laud'i  Diary^  in  tbeBreviate  of  his  Life  hyPryme,  p.  15. 

did 


did  not  fatisfy,  then  the  King  was  to  declare,  that  if  Ann.  i628, 
they  would  pafs  the  bill  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  an- 
ceftors  had  it  *,  he  would  gracioufly  acknowledge  the 
holding  it  by  grant  of  parliament.  If  this  was  refufed, 
then  to  avow  a  breach.  To  complete  this  kingly  plan, 
a  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage  was  to  be  prepared  by 
the  miniftry,  before  the  parliament  met.  Other  mat- 
ters were  likewife  taken  into  confideration :  That  fhould 
the  parliament  proceed  to  cenfure  the  actions  of  the  late 
duke  of  Buckingham  ;  to  accufe  upon  common  fame 
the  King's  fervants  now  living ;  to  charge  them  with  ill 
counfel  to  the  King ;  to  handle  matters  of  religion,  only 
proper  for  his  majcfty  and  a  convocation  to  determine  ; 
to  raife  objecflions  againft  his  majefty's  fpeech  the  lafl 
day  of  the  laft  feffion,  as  trenching  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjedt ;  in  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  fliould  the  houfe 
proceed  towards  a  refolution,  then  the  privy-counfellors 
who  were  of  that  houfe  were  to  intimate  that  fuch  de- 
bates would  tend  towards  a  breach,  and  would^  not  be 
admitted :  on  this  the  King  was  to  declare  that  he  would 
not  fuiFer  fuch  irregular  courfes  of  proceeding. 

It  was  not  without  fome  grounds  that  the  refolutions 
of  the  miniftry  were  thus  arrogant  and  afTuming.  They 
had  at  this  time,  •  with  the  bribe  of  a  peerage,  and  the 
prefidentfhip  of  the  council  in  the  northern  parts,  bought  Rym.  Feed. 


off  from  the  popular  party  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  f,  a 

♦  That  is,  without  guarding  the  fubjeft  from  arbitrary  impofitions, 
not  limited  by  parliament. 

t  He  was  at  firft  created  Baron  Wentworth  of  Wentworth  Wood 
Houfe,  and  then  a  vifcount. 

man 
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Ann.  1628.  man  whofe  principles  of  oppofuion  had  been  flrongly 
fiimulated  on  an  envious  pique  againft  Sir  John  Saville, 
a  neighbour  of  his,  an  avowed  creature  of  the  court  *, 

*  Sir  John  Saville  had  been  formerly  of  the  popular  party.  The 
fame  means  had  been  taken  to  debauch  him  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  to 
the  public  as  were  now  praftifed  to  entice  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth ; 
viz.  loading  him  with  court-preferment.  He  was  firft  made  comp- 
troller of  the  houfhold,  and  then  created  a  peer. 

It  appears  by  letters  and  difpatches  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford, 
publilhed  by  William  Knowles  in  1739,  that  there  had  formerly  fub- 
fifted  a  kind  of  intimacy  between  the  two  families  of  the  Savilles 
and  the  Wentworths,  and  that  this  continued  while  they  were  both  in 
the  oppofition.      Sir  John   Saville,   on   fome  threatenings   from  the 
court,  made  a  voluntary  refignation  of  his  place  of  cuftos  rotulorum 
to  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth.     When  Sir  John  Saville  was  taken  into 
favour,  on  the  terms  of  his  apoftacy,  Buckingham  demanded  of  Sir 
Thomas  Wentworth  that  he  fhould  yield  this  place  again  to  Sir  John 
Saville.     Hence  arofe  Wentworth's  animofity  to  Saville,  who  from  this 
period  till  the  apoftacy  of  the  former,  received,  to  the  great  difguft  of 
bis  rival,  continued  inftances  of  favour  and  partiality.     The  following 
inftance  of  Wentworth's   inveteracy  to  Saville  (hews  the  character  of 
the  former  in  a  flrong  light,  that  all  his  pretended  notions  of  Juftice 
and  Liberty  were  put  on  to  indulge  fome  prcfent  paflion,  or  profpedt 
of  future  advantage.     Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  and  Sir  George  Calvert, 
fecretary  of  ftate,  ftood  in  the  year  1 620  for  knights  of  the  Ihire  for  the 
county  of  York.     Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  had  heard  that  Sir  John 
Saville  intended  to  propofe  himfelf  to  the  county,  and  on  this  intelli- 
gence writes  in  the  following   manner  to  Sir  George  Calvert :  "  Sir 
John  Saville  is  by  his  inltruments  exceeding  buly,  intimating  to  the 
common  fort,   under-hand,   that  yourfelf,  being  not    refientc  in  the 
county,  cannot  by  law  be  chofen  ;  and  being  his  majefty*s  fecretary, 
and  a  (Granger,  one  not  fafe  to  be  trufted  in  the  country  :  but  all  this, 
according  to  his  manner,  (o  clofely  and  cunningly,  as  if  he  had  no  part 
therein  •,  neither  doth  he  as  yet  farther  declare  himfelf,  but  only  that 
he  will  be  at  York  the  day  of  eledion  :  And  thus  finding  he  cannot 
work  them  from  me,  labours  only  to  fupplant  you.     I  endeavour  to 
meet  with  him  as  well  as  I  may,  and  omit  nothing  that  my  poor  un- 
dcrftanding  tells  me  may  do  you  fcrvice.     My  lord-prefident  hath  writ 
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whofe  favour  from  Buckingham  had  given  Wentworth  Aon.  1628. 
fuch  difguft,   that  he  put  himfelf   at  the  head  of  the 

to  his  freeholders  on  your  behalf ;  andv  feeing  he  will  be  In  town  on 
the  eledion-day,  it  were,  1  think,  very  good  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
(hew  himfelf  for  you  in  the  Caftle-yard,  and  that  you  writ  unto  him  a 
few  lines,  taking  notice  you  hear  of  fome  oppofuion,  and  therefore 
defire  his  prefence  might  fecure  you  of  fair  carriage  in  the  choice.  I 
have  heard  that  when  Sir  Francis  Darcy  oppofed  Sir  Thomas  Lake  in 
a  matter  of  like  nature,  the  lords  of  the  council  writ  to  Sir  Francis 
to  defift.  I  know  my  lord-chancellor  is  very  fenfible  of  you  in  this 
bufinefs :  A  word  to  him,  and  fuch  a  letter  would  make  an  end  of 
all." 

The  following  letter  of  Sir  Arthur  Ingram  to  Sir  Thomas  Went- 
worth (hews,  that  the  latter  had  at  this  time  a  view  of  making  ufe  of 
his  intereft  in  the  country,  to  render  himfelf  of  confequence  enough 
to  be  bribed  by  the  court. 

Sir  Arthur  Ingram  to  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth. 

«'  I  find  your  and  my  good  friend  removed  from  his  place,  and  the 
fcal  <»iven  to  Sir  Thomas  Coventry.  By  this  you  and  I  both  have  loft 
a  worthy  and  good  friend  j  but  it  is  eafier  in  thefe  times  to  lofe  a  good 
friend  than  to  get  one  :  But  thefe  be  things  of  the  world,  in  which  a 
man's  beft  help  is  patience.  Another  good  friend  of  yours,  which  is 
my  lord-marflial  *,  hath  the  hand  of  the  great  duke  upon  him,  who  •  Lord  Amn- 
hath  brought  the  King  that  he  will  hardly  fpeak  to  him.  The  man  that  ^^ 
hath  done  you  much  wrong,  both  to  the  King  and  him,  is  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  duchy ;  but,  on  my  creed,  you  are  much  beholden  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  hath  done  you  good  offices  with  the 
King,  and  will  continue  the  fame  upon  all  occafions." 

The  good  friend  firft  mentioned  was  Williams,  at  this  time  lord- 
keeper.  He  had  made  feveral  propofals  to  Buckingham  to  engage 
Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  to  his  party,  by  granting  him  court-fa- 
vour: Thefe  propofals  Buckingham  rejeded  with  difdain,  and  the 
decline  of  the  keeper's  influence  retarded  the  meafure  till  after  the 
death  of  Buckingham.  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Ri- 
chard Wefton,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  relates,  "  That  at  the 
diffolved  parliament  at  Oxford  he  had  been  moved  from  and  in  behalf 
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Aan.  i6j8.  couiitry  intercft  in  that  county,  and  being  a  good  fpeaker, 
Wentworth's  had  great  fway  in  the  houfe.  The  frail  man  was  at  firft 
apoftacy.      j^Q^^jj^^j  q£  j^jg  apoftacy  *,  and  concealed  his  change  of 

voKIlV.82.  fentiments  ;  but  at  length  pretended  to  juftify  himfelf  by 
condemning  the  principles  of  his  former  aflbciates.  Mr. 
Pym  bad  him  be  at  no  pains  to  excufe  his  condud; 
«  You  have  left  us,  fays  he,  but  I  will  not  leave  you 
whilfl  your  head  is  on  your  fhoulders  f." 

of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  with  promife  of  his  good  efteem  and  fa- 
vour i  that  he  had  anfwcrcd,  he  honoured  the  duke's  perfon,  and  was 
ready  to  ferve  him  in  the  quality  of  an  honeft  man  and  a  gentleman. 
'«  You  are  privy,  writes  he  to  Sir  Richard  Wefton,  how  I  performed 
what  I  promifcd.     The  confequence  of  all  this  was  the   making  me 
iheriff  the  winter  after.     It  is  true  the  duke,  a  little  before  Whitfun- 
tide  laft,  at  Whitehall,  in  your  prefcnce,  faid  it  was  done  without  his 
grace's  knowledge  i  that  he  was  then  in  Holland.    At  Whitehall,  Eafter 
laft,  you  brought  me  to  the  duke  •,  his  grace  did  before  you  contract, 
as  he  pleafed  to  term  it,  a  friendlhip  for  me ;  all  former  miftakes  laid 
afleep,  forgotten.     After  I  went,  at  my  coming  out  of  town,  to  receive 
his  commands,  to  kifs  his  grace's  hands,  where  I  had  all  the  good  words 
and  good  ufage  that  could  be  expected,  which  bred  in  me  a  great  deal 
of  content,  a  full  fecurity.     Now  the  confequence  here  again  is,  that 
even  yefterday  I  received  his  majcfty's  writ  for  the  difcharging  me  of 
the  poor  place  of  cuftos  rotulorum,  which  I  held  here."     Wentworth, 
thus  difappointed  in  his  hopes  of  preferment,  returned  again  to  his  pa- 
triotifm :  His  ftiff  refufal  of  the  loan,  and  his  fpirited  condud  in  that 
parliament  memorable  for  the  pafling  the  Petition  of  Right,  was  after  this 
period.     SirtifcnVs Letters,  fol.ed.  1739,  vol.1,  p.  11, 13,  28,  34,  ^  feq, 
HeyMs  Life  if  Laudy  p.  194. 

*  This  black  crime  of  proftituting  public  virtue  to  private  gain  was 
not  in  thefc  days  countenanced  by  the  number  of  the  offenders. 

f  When  he  was  about  making  his  peace  with  the  court,  he  defired 
an  interview  with  Pym  ;  difcourfed  with  him  on  the  danger  they  were 
likely  to  run,  and  what  advantages  they  might  have  if  they  would  but 
liften  to  fome  offers  that  would  probably  be  made  them  from  the  court 
WellwQod^s  Mem.  p.  48* 
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OxN  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  ^  the  iirfl  aifl  of  Ann.  1628. 
the  Commons  was  to  revive  all  their  committees  f.  They  !o  Tan'^'°''' 
next  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  J  in  what  parti- 
culars the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  had  been  invaded,  con- 
trary  to  the  Petition  of  Right.  It  was  ordered  that  Mr, 
Selden  and  others  fliould  fee  if  that  Petition  and  the  an- 
fwer  were  inrolled  in  the  parliament-rolls  and  courts  at 
Wellminfler,  according  to  the  promife  his  majqily  had 
made  laft  feifion.  On  Mr.  Selden's  report  that  the  King's 
fpeech  on  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament  was  entered 
together  with  the  Petition,  the  houfe  went  into  an  im- 
mediate debate,  notwithftanding  a  motion  of  Mr.  Pym 
that  it  might  be  deferred  till  Thurfday,  on  the  account 
of  the  thinnefs  of  the  affembly :   "  This  matter."  faid  P'?=^^^i«g» 

.  '  *  and  Debates 

birjohn  Elliot,  "  concerns  the  honour  of  the  houfe,  and  of '^e  Houfe 
the  liberties  of  the  kingdom.      It  is  true   it  deferves  to  by  sTr^Tho-' 
be  deferred  till  a  fuller  houfe,  but  it  is  good  to  prepare  rd!',^o7' 
things,  for  I  find  this  to  be  a  point  of  great  confequence.  ^'  ^*  ^^*'^' 
I  defire,  therefore,  that  a  fele<5t  committee  may  both  en- 
ter into  confideration  of  this,  and  how  other  liberties  of 
this  kingdom  have  been  invaded.     I  find  in  the  country 
the  Petition  of  Right  printed  indeed,  but  with  an  anfwer 
that  never  gave  any  fatisfadion.     I  defire  a  committee 
may  confider  thereof,  and  prefent  it  to  the  houfe  ;  and 
that  the  printer  may  be  fent  for  to  give  fatisfadlion,  and 
to  be  examined  about  it,  and  to  declare  by  what  war- 

*  The  parliament  had  been  prorogued  from  the  20th  of  Odober  to 
the  20th  of  January. 

t  On  privilege,  on  religion,  on  courts  of  juftice,  on  grievances,  on 
trade.     Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  I.  p.  920. 

J  The  whole  houfe  was  refolved  into  a  committee.     Jourmls  of  the 
Commons^  vol.  I.  p.  920. 
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Ann.  1628.    rant  it  was  printed.     "  For  this  Petition  of  Right,  faid 
Mr.  Selden,  it  is  well  known  how  lately  it  hath  been 
violated  fince  our  lad  meeting.     Our  liberties  for  life, 
perfon,   and    freehold,   how   have    they  been    invaded  ? 
Have  not  fome  been  committed  contrary  to  that  petition  ? 
Now  we  know  this  invafion,  we  muft  take  notice  of  it. 
For  liberties  in  eftate,  we  know  of  an  order  made  in  the 
Exchequer,  that  a  fheriff  was  commanded  not  to  execute 
a  replevin  j  and  mens  goods  are  taken  away,  and  muft 
not  be  reftored.     No  man  ought  to  lofe  life  or  limb  but 
by  the  law,  and  hath  not  one  lately  loft  his  ears  *  ?  Next 
they  will  take  away  our  arms,  our  legs,  and  our  lives. 
Let  all  fee  we  are  fenfible  of  this.     Cuftom  creeps  on 
us.     Let  us  make  a  juft  reprefentation  to  his  majefty." 
The  houfe  having  given  way  to  Sir  John  Elliot's  motion  ; 
Norton,  the  King's  printer,  was  called  to  the  bar,  and 
examined  concerning  the  additional  fpeech  printed  with 
the  Petition  of  Right.     Mr.  Selden  and  four  other  mem- 
bers, on  a  command  of  the  houfe,  went  home  with  Mr, 
Norton,  and   informed  themfelves  of  the  warrants   by 
which  he  had  a6ted.     They  reported,  that  on  their  exa- 
mination of  Mr.  Norton  and  Mr.  Bill,  the  King's  prin- 
ters, they  found  that  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  Lords 
had  fent  the  original  Petition  of  Right,  with  the  King's 
fecond  anfwer  to   it;    that   during   the   fitting  of  par- 
liament they  had  printed  about  fifteen  hundred  copies, 
of  which  few  were  divulged  ;  that  the  day  after  the  fef- 
fion  was   ended,  Mr.  Attorney  fent  for  Mr.  Bill  to  his 
chambers,   and   told    him,  by   his  majefly's   command, 

*  This  fe verity  was  inflidcd  on  one  Savage,  by  order  of  the  Star- 
chamber. 
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that  thcfe  fliould  not  be  publiflied,  and  that  the  lord-  Ann.  1628. 
privy-feal  told  him  as  much;   that  foon  after  he  was  fent 
for  to  court,  where  Mr.  Attorney  told  him,  he  muft  print 
the  Petition  of  Right,  with  his  majefty's  firft  anfwer  to 
it,  and  his  laft  fpeech. 


OxN  Thurfday  the  twenty-fecond,  Mr.  Rolls,  a  ^c*""  {?o""^o„°*^ 
ber,  informed  the  houfe  that  his  goods  were  feized  for  vol.  i.  p.  921. 
not  paying  the  cuftoms  demanded,  although  he  offered  viif.  p.  247! 
to  pay  what  the  law  adjudged  to  be  due.  "  By  this  chew's  Dc- 
information,  faid  Sir  Robert  Philips,  you  fee  the  mif-  ^^^^^  p-  s^ 
fortunes  of  thefe  times,  and  how  neceffary  it  is  for  this 
afifembly  to  meet  to  ferve  his  majefty,  and  preferve  our- 
felves :  I  am  confident  we  came  hither  to  do  both.  Great 
and  weighty  things  wound  deep.  Caft  your  eyes  which 
way  you  pleafe,  you  fhall  fee  violations  on  all  fides: 
Look  on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  look  on  the  privi- 
leges of  the  houfe  ;  let  any  fay  if  he  read  or  faw  the 
like  violations  by  inferior  minifters  that  over-do  their 
commands.  They  knew  the  party  was  a  parliament- 
man  ;  nay,  they  faid,  If  all  the  parliament  was  in  him, 
they  would  do  the  thing,  and  juftify  it.  If  we  fuffer 
the  liberties  of  this  houfe  to  wither  out  of  fear,  we  (hall 
give  a  wound  to  the  happinefs  of  this  kingdom.  The 
courfe  of  juftice  was  interrupted.  Order  was  made  in 
the  Exchequer  for  the  ftay  of  the  goods ;  fince  this  there 
has  been  a  feizurc  to  the  amount  of  five  thoufand 
pounds,  for  pretended  duties  of  two  hundred.  In  the 
firft  of  king  James,  by  reafon  of  a  ficknefs,  the  parlia- 
ment was  prorogued,  and  then  there  was  fome  boldnefs 
to  take  tonnage  and  poundage ;  and  then  we  queftioned 
the  men  that  demanded  it,  for  there  was  no  right  to 
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Ann.  1628.  demand  it.  Let  us  proceed  with  perfeverance  in  our  du- 
ties to  make  up  breaches ;  let  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  confider  of  thefe  duties." 

Here  fecretary  Cook  made  a  fpcech,  recommending 
moderation.  To  this  Mr.  Littleton  made  the  following 
reply :  "  We  have  had  moderation  preached  to  us  in  par- 
liament, and  we  follow  it.  I  would  others  did  the 
like  out  of  parliament.  Let  the  parties  be  (tnt  for  that 
violated  the  liberties  of  parliament,  that  they  may  have 
Journals  of  their  doom."  Before  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution  on 
voiTp?92i.  the  fub}e(fl,  they  were  interrupted  by  a  meflage  from  the 
King,  which  intimated  a  defire  that  farther  proceedings 
fhould  be  forborn  till  the  morrow,  when  his  majefty  was 
refolved  to  fpeak  with  both  houfes  in  the  banqueting- 
houfe  at  Whitehall. 


According  to  the  refolutions  of  the  privy-council, 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  Charles  ad- 
drefled  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  the  following  manner : 
*•  The  care  I  have  to  remove  all  obftacles  that  may  hin- 
der the  good  correfpondency,  or  caufe  a  mifunderftand- 


Crew*s  Pro- 
ceedings of 

Comn^ons,°  iug,  betwixt  mc  and  this  parliament,  made  me  call  you 
p.  9,  &  feq.  jjj^y^gj.  ^^  ii^ig  tinie,  the  particular  occafion  being  a  com- 
plaint lately  moved  m  the  lower  houfe.  And  as  for  you, 
•my  lords  of  the  higher  houfe,  I  am  glad  to  take  this, 
and  all  other  occafions,  whereby  you  may  clearly  un- 
deiftand  both  my  word§  and  adlions  ;  for  as  you  are 
nearer  in  degree,  fo  you  are  the  fitted  witnefles  for  kings. 
The  complaint  I  fpeak  of,  is  for  flaying  of  mens  goods 
that  deny  tonnage  and  poundage.  This  may  have  an 
eafy  and  fliort  concluSon,  if  my  words  and  acflions  are 

rightly 


rightly  underftood;  for  by  paffing  the  bill  as  my  anceftors  Ann.  1628. 
have  had  it,  my  pad  actions  will  be  concluded,  and  my 
future  proceedings  authorized  ;   which  certainly  would 
not  have  been  flrucken  upon,  if  men  had  not  imagined 
that  I  had  taken  thofe  duties  as  appertaining  unto  my 
hereditary  prerogative,  in  which  they  are  much  deceived  5 
for  it  ever  was,  and  ilill  is,  my  meaning,  by  the  gift  of 
my  people  to  enjoy  it.     And  my  intention  in  my  fpeech 
at  the  end  of  the  lad  feflion  was  not  to  challenge  ton- 
nage and  poundage  as  of  right,  but  de  bene  eje ;  fhewing 
you  the  neceffity,  not  the  right,  by  which  I  was  to  take 
it  until  you  had  granted  it  unto  me ;  affuring  myfelf, 
according  to  your  general  profeffions,  that  you  wanted 
time,  and  not  good-will,  to  give  it  me :  wherefore,  hav- 
ing now  opportunity,  I  expedt  that,  without  lofs  of  time, 
you   make  good  your  former  profeffions  j   and  fo,    by 
paffing  the  bill,  to  put  an  end  to  all  quedions  arifmg 
from  this   fubjed ;  efpecially  fince  I  have  removed  the 
only  obdacle   that  may  trouble  you   in   this   bufinefs."' 
Charles  ended   his   fpeech  with  blaming  the  Commons 
for  enquiring  into  the  infractions  of  the  Petition  of  Right,     ' 
and  recommended  a  mutual  confidence,  that  this  feffion 
might  end  in  a  perfedl  and  good  correfpondency  "between 
tliem. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Commons  af- 
ferted  their  right  of  aflent  to  this  tax  with  a  view  to  op- 
pofe  the  illegal  pretenfions  of  the  crown,  and  to  redrain 
the  power  it  had  ufurped  of  making  arbitrary  impofitions 
on  the  fubjedt.  This  could  no  otherwife  be  effeaed  than 
by  making  tonnage  and  poundage  a  temporary  tax,  or 
by  paffing  the  bill  in  a  manner  that  fhould  indifputably 
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fix  the  rate  of  cuftoms  as  limited  by  parliament.  For- 
mer fovereigns  (Iridly  kept  to  the  fcnfe  ot  the  obliga- 
tion. It  had  never  been  violated  from  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward III.  till  the  reign  of  Mary.  This  princefs's  exam- 
ple of  laying  on  one  arbitrary  impofition  had  been  fo 
much  improved  by  her  fucceffors,  as  to  have  become  a 
heavy  burden  on  trade,  and  rendered  the  revenue  of  the 
crown  too  much  independent  of  the  parliament  for  the 
fafety  of  the  conftitution. 

This  hiftory,  perhaps,  does  not  furnifli  us  with  any 
fingle  example  that  more  fully  expofes  the  fliallownefs  of 
the  miniftry,  than  the  attempt  to  impofe  this  ridiculous 
expedient  mentioned  in  the  King's  fpeech,  of  fettling  the 
prefent  weighty  point   in  difpute.      Had  the  parliament 
pafTed  the  acb  in  the  manner  that  Charles  had  didated, 
and  without  reftitution  of  the  goods  taken  in  the  inter- 
mediate period,  they  would  not  only  have  given  up  the 
means  of  redrefling  tTie  moft  important  grievance  of  the 
nation,  but  would  have  efFedlually  authorized  an  exam- 
ple, that  rendered  this  unlimited  revenue  as  independent 
of  parliament,  as  any  other  of  the  mod  indifputable  ap- 
pendages of  the  crown.      If  the  parliament  will  accede  to 
the  power  of  laying  on  impofitions,  Charles  gracioufly 
promifcs  to  acknowledge  that  he  holds  it  by  fuch  a  con- 
ceffion :  But  this  is  a  privilege  I  cannot  want,  fays  he ; 
it  is  neceffary  to  the  freedom  and  grandeur  of  the  mo- 
narchy ;  your  obftinacy  in  this  point  juftifies  the  taking 
that  from  you  by  force,  which  it  is   in  your  option  to 
make  your  own  adt  and  deed.    Might  not  the  fame  pow- 
erful arguments  be  ufed  for  the  taking  fubfidics,  or  any 
other  violation  of  the  conftitution  ?  and  might  it  not  be 
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faid,  according  to  this  cafuiflry,  that  it  was  the  fault  of  An.  i^zs. 
the  parliament  if  any  illegal  acfts  were  committed  by  the 
government,  fnice  it  was  in  their  power  to  authorize  ty- 
ranny, and  give  the  ftrength  of  law  to  ufurpation.  Give  / 
me  your  purfe,  and  you  will  no  longer  fuffer  the  injury 
of  violence.  Surrender  willingly  your  liberty,  and  what 
you  now  complain  of  as  tyranny  will  become  law. 

The  Commons  took  no  immediate  notice  of  this  con- 
ciliating propofal.  They  rejedted  a  motion  of  fecretary 
Cook,  that  the  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage  might  be 
read,  and  entered  with  great  warmth  on  the  important 
point  of  religion.  This  debate  was  opened  by  Mr.  Sher- 
land.     It   was   purfued  by  Mr.  Roufe  *    Mr.  Pvm,  and  ^'^^f''  ^"*' 

i_  trr      1  r  1  ceedings  and 

others.  *<  We  have  of  late  entered  into  confideration  of  Debates  of 
the  Petition  of  Right,  faid  Mr.  Roufe,  and  the  violation  p.'i^!&T^/' 
of  it ;  and  upon  good  reafons :  for  it  concerns  our 
goods,  liberties,  and  lives.  But  there  is  a  right  of  an 
higher  nature,  that  preferves  us  far  greater  things,  even 
the  eternal  life,  our  fouls,  yea,  our  God  himfelf ;  a  right 
of  religion  derived  to  us  from  the  King  of  Kings,  con- 
firmed to  us  by  the  kings  of  this  kingdom,  and  enadled 
by  laws  in  this  place,  ftreaming  down  to  us  in  the  blood 
of  martyrs,  and  witnefled  from  Heaven  by  miracles,  even 
miraculous  deliverances.  This  right,  in  the  name  of 
this  nation,  I  now  claim  j  and  defire  that  there  may  be 
a  deep  and  ferious  confideration  of  the  violations  of  it. 
— Lower  natures  being  backed  by  higher,  increafe  in 
courage  and  ftrength  j  and  certainly  man  being  backed 

•  This  was,  in  all  probability,  the  author  of  one  of  thofe  anfwers 
to  Mountague's  book  which  had  been  fuppreffed  by  the  miniftry. 
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Aon.  1628.  with  omnipotency,  is  a  kind  of  omnipotent  creature. 
All  things  are  poflible  to  him  that  believeth  ;  and  where 
all  things  are  poffible,  there  is  a  kind  of  omnipotence. 
Wherefore,  let  it  be  now  the  unanimous  confent  and 
refolution  of  us  all,  to  make  a  vow  and  covenant  from 
henceforth  to  hold  fad  one  God  and  one  religion  ;  and 
then  we  may  expedt  profperity.  To  this  covenant  let 
every  one  fay  Amen." 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  Arminianifm  was  termed 
the  fpawn  of  Popery  ;  it  was  affirmed,  that  the  fuccefs  of 
this  dodlrine  was  more  to  be  feared  than  a  fecond  Spanifti 
invafion.  Mr.  Pym  aflerted,  that  regulations  in  religious 
matters  could  nowhere  fo  well  be  determined  as  in  parlia- 
ment ;  that  the  convocation  had  not  fuch  a  power,  becaufe 
it  was  but  a  provincial  fynod  •,  that  the  high-commiffion 
could  not,  becaufe  it  had  its  authority  from  parliament, 
and  the  power  of  the  derivative  was  inferior  to  that  of 
the  original.  Sir  Francis  Seymour  obferved,  that  his  ma- 
jefty's  name  was  ufed  to  ftop*proceedings  againfl  Papifts, 
contrary  to  his  public  profeffions,  nay,  to  his  own  pro- 
clamations, and  in(lru(5lions  to  the  judges.  "  Whatfo- 
ever,  added  he,  is  done  in  the  country  is  undone  above." 

Calendar  of  BoTH  houfcs  agreed  to  petition  the  King  for  a  faft  *  on 
Ihe SfJ'of  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the  reformed  chinches.  Their 
Lords,  Mss.  rafes,  favs  the  petition,  we  do  with  bleeding  hearts  com- 

folio.  »         /  r  n      1  • 

Pari.Hiff.voh  mifcrate.  The  King  granted  this  requcft,  but  m  a  man- 
VIII.  p.  264,  jjgj.  jj^j^j  j^^  j^Qt  i^gip  (o  conciliate  the  afFcdions  of  the 

*  At  the  keeping  of  this  faft,  three  fermons  were  preached  before 
the  houfe.    Purl.  Hijh  vol.  VIII.  p.  310* 

par- 
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parliament.  "  The  chiefefl  motive  of  your  petition, 
faid  he,  being  the  deplorable  Hate  of  the  reformed 
churches  abroad,  is  but  too  true ;  and  our  duty,  fo  much 
as  in  us  lieth,  is  to  give  them  all  poffible  help.  Yet  cer- 
tainly fighting  *  will  do  them  more  good  than  falling ; 
and  though  I  do  not  wholly  difavow  the  latter,  yet  I 
muft  tell  you  that  the  cuflom  of  fading  every  feffion  is 
but  lately  begun ;  and  I  confefs  I  am  not  fatisfied  with 
the  neceffity  of  it  at  this  time :  yet,  to  fhew  you  how 
fmoothly  I  defire  your  bufmefs  to  go  on,  efchewing  as 
much  as  I  can  queftions  of  jealoufies,  I  do  willingly 
grant  yoiir  requefts  herein  ;  but  with  this  note,  that  I 
expedt  that  this  fhall  never  hereafter  be  brought  into  a 
precedent  for  frequent  fails,  except  upon  great  occafions ; 
and  for  the  form  and  time,  I  will  advife  with  my  lords 
the  biffiops,  and  then  fend  a  particular  anfwer  to  both 
houfes." 


Ann.  1S28. 


i^-i 


1st 


A  REPORT  was  made  from  the  committee  of  religion, 
that  a  remonflrance  on  that  fubjedl  had  been  com- 
manded away  by  the  King,  for  want  of  which  the  com- 
mittee could  not  proceed.  Secretary  Cook  returned  this 
remonflrance  to  the  houfe,  with  a  meflage  from  the  King 
to  the  following  purport:  That  he  hoped  they  would 
proceed  with  tonnage  and  poundage,  and  give  prece- 
dency to  that  bufmefs,  to  put  an  end  to  farther  difputes 
between  him  and  fomc  of  his  fubjec^s.  Sir  Walter  Earl 
moved,  that  religion  Ihould  have  the  precedency  of  all 
matters.     "  But  let  no  man  miftake  me,  faid  he,  as  if 

*  The  recent  examples  of  the  expeditions  to  the  Ifle  of  Rhe  and 
Rochelle  (hew  that  fighting,  under  the  management  and  dircdlions  of 
Charles  and  his  miniftry,  had  been  of  little  fcrviceto  them. 

F  2  I  were 
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Ann.  1628.  I  were  lefs  fenfible  of  the  violations  of  the  fubjefts  li- 
berties than  any  man  elfe  that  fits  here,  whofoever  he 
be.  No«  Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  full  well  that  the  caufc: 
of  juftice  is  God's  caufe,  as  well  as  the  caufe  of  religion. 
But  what  good  will  thofe  rights  and  liberties  do  me  or 
any  man  elfe  that  refolves  to  live  and  die  a  Proteftant? 
Nay,  what  good  will  they  do  any  man  that  refolves  to 
live  and  die  a  freeman,  and  not  a  flave  ;  if  Popery  and 
Arminianifm,  joining  hand  in  hand,  as  they  do,  be  a. 
means,  together  with  the  RomiQi  hierarchy,  to  bring  in 
a  Spanifh  tyranny  among  us  ?  under  which  thofe  laws- 
and  liberties  muft  of  necefSty  ceafe."  The  houfe  af- 
fented  to  Sir  Walter  Earl's  propofal  ;  and  moreover,  on. 
a  fpirited  fpeech  of  Sir  John  Elliot,  in  which  he  af- 
firmed, that  their  faith  and  religion  were  in  danger  by 
the  late  declaration  publiflied  in  the  King's  name  *,  theyr 

♦  By  the  advice  of  Laud,  the  book  of  articles  was  re-printed  and 
publilhed,  with  a  prohibition  prefixed  to  them,  that  no  dodrine  Ihould 
be  taught  that  differed  in  the  leaft  from  the  faid  articles.  A  declara- 
tion that  follows  this  prohibition  is  what  Sir  John  Elliot  alludes  to.- 
The  offenfive  paflage  is  as  follows :  "  That  we  are  fupreme  governors* 
of  the  church  of  England ;  and  that  if  any  difference  arife  about  the 
external  policy,  concerning  injundions,  canons,  or  other  conftitutions 
whatfoever  thereunto  belonging,  the  clergy  in  their  convocation  is  to 
order  and  fetde  them,  having  firft  obtained  leave  under  our  hand  and 
fcal  fo  to  <io  i  and  we  approving  their  faid  ordinances  and  conflitutions,, 
providing  that  none  be  made  contrary  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
land.  That  out  of  our  princely  care  that  the  churchmen  may  do  the 
■work  which  is  proper  unto  them,  the  bifhops  and  clergy  from  time  to 
time  in  convocation,  upon  their  humble  defire,  (hall  have  licence  un- 
der our  broad  feal  to  deliberate  thereof,  and  to  do. all  fuch  things,  as 
being  made  plain  by  them,  and  affented  to  by  us,  (hall  concern  the 
fettled  continuance  of  the  do<5krine  and  difcipline  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land eftabli(hed  •,  from  which  we  (hall  not  endure  any  variation  or  part- 
ing in  the  leaft  degree." 

From 


came   to  a  refolution   to  make  the  following  protefta- Ann.  1628.- 
tion  * :  "  We,  the  Commons  now  in  parliament  aflem-  joomais  of 
bled,  do  claim,  profefs,  and   avow  for  truth,  the  fenfe  voi.i.p.924. 
of  the  articles  of  religion  which  were  eftabliflied  in  par* 
liament  in  the  reign  of  our  late  queen  Elizabeth,  which 
by  public  a6t  of  the  church  of  England,  and   by   the 
general  and  concurrent  expofitions  of  the  writers  of  our 
church,  have  been  delivered  to  us;  and  we  do  rejeifl 
the  fenfe  of  the  Jefuits  and  Arminians  wherein  they  dif-* 
fer  from  us."     On  a  fecond  meflage  from  the  King  con-  Crew'sPra- 
cerning  the  precedency  of  tonnage  and  poundage.  Sir  "^^'"s*  °^ 
Thomas  Edmunds^  the   treafurer   of  the  houfhold,  at- ^(eq. 
tempted  to  advance  the  bufihefs,  and  reproved  the  Com- 
mons for  their  delay.     He  was  fliarply  anfwered  by  Mr; 
Coriton  ;  and  the  houfe  fent  up  a  kind  of  apology  to  the 
throne,  in  which  they  complained  that  there  had  been. 

"  From -this  declaration,  faid  Sir  John  Elliot,  we  are  in  danger  to  be 
ruined  and  overwhelmed.  I  befeech  you  mark,  the  ground  of  our  re- 
ligion is  in  the  articles.  If  there  be  any  difference  of  opinions  con- 
cerning the  fenfe  and  interpretation  of  them,  the  bifhops  and  clergy  in 
convocation  have  a  power  admitted  to  them  to  do  any  thing  which 
(hall  concern  the  continuance  and  maintenance  of  the  truth  pro'efTed  • 
which  truth  being  contained  in  thefe  articles^  and  thefe  articles  being 
different  in  the  fenfe,  if  there  be  any  difpute  about  that,  it  is  in  them 
to  order  which  way  they  pleafe  -,  and,  for  aught  I  know.  Popery  and 
Arminianifm  may  be  a  fenfe  introduced  by  them,  and  then  it  muft  be 
received."  Hey/in' s  Life  of  Laud,  p.  iHS,  ^feq.  Crew^s  Proceedings  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p   37. 

*  On  bifhop  Laud  and  Montague's  being  mentioned  in  the  houfe- 
as  the  advifers  of  this  declaration.  Sir  Humphry  May,  a  privy-counfelr 
lor,  faid,  "  That  though  thefe  two  men  had  been  cenfured  by  the  Com- 
mons as  Arminians,  yet  they  had  on  their  knees  before  the  King  and 
council,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  protefted  they  hated  thefe  novelties.'* 
Pari.  Hijl,  vol.  VIII.  p.  y^-j^., 
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Ann.  1628.  an  irregularity,  contrary  to  their  privileges,  in  the  bring- 
ing in  the  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage  ;  that  the  fre- 
quent interruptions  the  King's  meflages  occafioned,  forced 
them  to  fpend  time  in  framing  apologies,  which  might 
be  more  profitably  employed  in  fervices  of  his  majefty 
and  the  commonwealth,  a  duty  they  had  with  all  dili- 
gence applied  themfelves  to ;  and  having  found  that  re- 
ligion was  threatened  with  extreme  danger,  they  thought, 
and  ftill  continued  to  think,  that  they  could  not,  with- 
out impiety  to  God,  difloyalty  to  his  majefty,  and  un- 
faithfulnefs  to  thofe  for  whom  they  were  put  in  truft, 
retard  their  proceedings  on  this  point,  till  fomething  was 
done  to  fecure  that  which  they  preferred  above  their  lives, 
and  all  earthly  things  whatfoever. 

Charles,  in  his  anfwer  to  this  apology,  affirmed, 
that  he  had  a  prerogative  to  recommend  bills,  but  dif- 
avowed  Cook's  offering  that  of  tonnage  and  poundage 
in  his  name:  he  infilled  on  the  ridiculous  argument, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  the  aggreflbrs  in  the 
quarrel  between  him  and  his  fubjedls,  fince  it  was  in 
their  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  difpute,  by  giving  him 
a  right  to  what  he  was  now  obliged  to  take  by  violence ; 
and  prefled  the  giving  precedency  to  tonnage  and  poun- 
Pari.  Hift.  dage  in  preference  to  religion.  Charles's  difavowal  ol> 
p?277,&*fcq.  liged  the  officious  fecretary  to  make  an  aukward  excufe 
to  the  houfe.  He  confelled,  that  he  had  faid  his  majefty 
defired  the  bill,  and  that  he  required  it  in  his  majefty's- 
name ;  but  that  he  had  made  ufe  of  thofe  expreffions  to 
cut  all  difputes  fliort.  The  fpirited,  judicious  Sir  John 
Elliot  did  not  fail  to  make  an  advantage  of  this  incident* 
«  I  find,  faid  he,  his  majefty's  ears  open  j  and  if  thefe 

things 
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things  be  thus  as  we  fee,  that  then  he  is  not  righdy  Ann.  1628. 
counfelled.  I  am  confident  we  fhall  render  his  majefty 
an  account  of  what  he  expedeth.  But,  Sir,  I  apprehend 
a  difference  between  his  majefty's  expreffion  and  thofe 
of  his  minifters.  Firft,  that  bill  was  here  tendered  in  his 
majefty's  name,  and  now  we  find  that  his  majefty  dis- 
avows it.  What  wrong  is  this  done  to  his  majefty  and 
this  houfe,  to  prefs  things  in  his  fovereign's  name,  to 
the  prejudice  and  diftrac^ion  of  us  all  ?  I  think  him  not 
worthy  to  fit  in  this  houfe."  Sir  John  Finch,  the  fpeaker, 
interfered  in  favour  of  Cook.  His  infignificant  charac- 
ter prefcrved  him  from  any  farther  attack  ;  and  the  de- 
bates of  the  Commons  turned  on  the  King's  declaration 
concerning  uniformity  in  the  dodlrine  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Coriton  faid,  that  it  was  to  fupprefs  the  truth  ;  and 
that,  to  the  grief  of  all  good  men,  the  profefTors , of  Ar- 
minianifm  had  the  preferments  in  the  church.  The 
pardons  which  had  been  granted  to  Mountague,  Sibthorp, 
Manwaring,  and  Coufins   *    were   noticed  in  the  houfe 

*  Coufins  had  written  a  book  for  the  fuppofed  ufe  of  the  countefs  of 
Denbigh,  the  lifter  of  Buckingham.     She  was  fufpecled  of  being  much, 
inclined  to  Popery.     The  book  was  intitled,  *'  A  colledion  of  private 
Devotion,  or  the  Hours  of  Prayer."     There  were  in  it  prayers  for  the 
firft,  third,  fixth,  and  ninth  hours,  as  alfo  for  the  vcfpers  and  com- 
pline, known  by  the  name  of  canonical  hours.     On  the  frontifpiece  of 
this  book  was  the  name  of  Jefus,  figured  in  three  capital  letters  [IHS] 
with  a  crofs  upon  them,  encircled  with  the  fun  fupported  by  two  an- 
gels, and  two  women  praying  towards  it.     This  work  was  looked  upon 
as  a  preparatory  to  uOier  in  the  luperftitions  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
It  was  encountered  by  Prynnc  and  Burton.     Prynne  charged  it  for  be- 
ing  framed  in  general  according  to  the  horaries  and  primers  of  the 
church  of  Rome.     Prynne  dedicated  this  charge  to  the  parliament,  who 
ccnfured  Coufins  as  a  churchman  tainted  with  Popiih  opinions.     Hey- 
lin*s  Life  of  Laitdy  p.  173,  ^fe^. 

with 
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Ann.  1628.  with  great  difapprobation  :  and  it  was  ordered,  that  a 
fub-committee  fhould  have  power  to  fend  for  the  records 
and  privy-feal,  and  other  incidents  belonging  to  the  par- 
don  ;  that  they  fliould  fend  to  the  parties,  and  queftion 
Mr.  Attorney  about  his  knowledge  therein,  and  by  whofe 
inftigation  they  were  obtained.  Mr.  Attorney  lignified, 
that  a  warrant  was  fcnt  to  him,  under  the  King's  hand, 
to  draw  a  pardon  j  that  after  he  had  drawn  it,  the  bi- 
(hop  of  Winchefter  fent  to  fee  it.  and  intcrhned  it ;  and 
whereas  he  had  drawn  it  but  for  one,  Mountague  *  put 

'•  The  houfe  attempted  to  annul  Mountague*s  confccration,  on  fome 
irregularities  in  the  manner  of  it.     It  was  an  ancient  cuftom,  that  the 
cledion  of  all  bilhops  in  the  province  of  Canterbury  was  folemnly  con- 
_  firmed  by  the  archbilhop,  or  his  vicar- general,  in  the  court  of  the 

arches  held  in  St.  Mary*s  church  in  Cheapfide.  At  and  before  this 
confirmation,  there  was  public  notice  given,  that  if  any  pcrfon  knew 
any  thing  to  object  againft  the  party  cleded,  or  the  legality  of  his 
cledion,  he  fliould  come  and  tender  his  exceptions.  This  fignifica- 
tion  being  made,  as  Mountague  ftood  ready  to  be  confirmed,  one 
Jones,  accompanied  with  many  more,  excepted  againft  him,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Popery,  Arminianifm,  and  other  heterodoxies,  for  which 
his  books  had. been  condemned  in  parliament-,  and  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  cenfures  of  that  court,  which  had  rendered  him  incapable  of 
church-preferment.  Brent,  -the  vicar-general,  had  devolved  his  office 
for  that  time  on  Dr.  Reeves,  the  King's  advocate,  who  evaded  the  in- 
tention, by  proceeding  with  the  confirmation  on  pretence  that  the  ex- 
ceptions were  deficient  in  point  of  form  ♦,  viz.  Not  figned  by  the 
hand  of  an  advocate,  nor  prefented  by  any  of  the  proAors  authorized 
to  attend  that  court.  This  difficulty  over,  Mountague  haftencd  to  his 
confecration,  which  was  performed  at  Croydon,  Laud  and  Ncile  affift- 
.  ing  at  it. 

On  thefe-grounds'the  Commons  objeftcd  to  die  legality  of  Mounta- 
gue's  coafccrat^on  -,  this  they  waved  on  a  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Mar- 
ten, who  affirmed,  that  by  the  common  law  the  proclamation  fliould 
only  be  at  the  cathedral-church  of  the  diocefe  where  the  bifliop  was  to 
be  ck^cd  I  and  that  the  dean,  chapter,  and  clergy,  were  the  only  pcr- 

(ons 
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four  in  it ;  viz,  himfclf,  Coufins,  Sibthorp,  and  Man-  Ann,  1628. 
waring.     On  this  occafion,  OHvcr  Cromwell,  a  member 
of  the  houfe,  Ihcwed  how  very  active  the  bifhop  of  Win- 
chefter had  been  in  the  favour  that  had  been  ihewn  to  vm;"'^?'* 

V  ill.  p.  209. 

Manwaring,  and  that  he  gave  countenance  to  minifters 
who  preached  flat  Popery. 

Whilst  the  Commons  were  on  thefe  matters  of  reli- 
gion, an  information  was  brought  in  from  Mr.  Rolls, 
that  fmce  his  lafl  complaint  of  the  breach  of  the  liber-  cornlVoLi. 
ties  of  parliament,  his  warehoufe  had  been  locked  up  ?'  ^^^' 
by  one  Mailcy,  a  purfuivant ;  and  that  the  day  before 
he  had  been  called  forth  from  the  committee  in  the  Ex- 
chcquer-chambcr,  and  l*cr\cd  with  a  fubpocna  to  ;»ppcar 
in  the  Star-chamber ;  but  the  attorney -general  had  lincc 
fent  him  word  that  it  was  a  miftakc.     The  houfe  voted  ^Ste^f^ 
thi«  a  breach  of  their  privileges.     Skcmington,  the  mef-  ^^'  ^  ^' 
fcngcr  th^u  favpd  the  fubpccna,  was  fcnt  for.     Mr.  Sd- 
dcQ  obfcrvedi  that  the  ill-judged  lenity  they  l)ad  hitherto 
ihewn  was  the  occafion  of  the  late  afTront  ♦.  '  The  griev- 
ances of  the  other  merchants  were  now  enquired  into- 
Shcriflr  A&on,  who  had  behaved  in  a  contemptuous  man* 
ncr,  was  fcnt  to  the  Tower.     On  this  cafe,  Mr.  Scldca 

iCM  th«t  couid  Ic^Ally  except.  Beftdes,  added  he,  I  conceive  it  is 
piiifli,  chat  tlx  King  and  tbe  law  luvc  poiA^r  to  deprive  h'lca  of  his  bt- 
ll)Opcic»  if  he  defend  t!Sc  fwnc:  therefore  ic  vrrc  good  to  dcxUne. 
this  drfpotc  fo«r  the  pctfrrif,  unA  iO  feck  to  rtniovc  hi^.  Hfyirx*s  JJfi 
tfU^i,  p.  185,  t^fiq.  Pari.  thfi.  vol  VIII.  p.  185,  Ftdkr't  Clxrtb 
Hf0,  p.  1^1,  ^ft<^, 

•  Mr.  Scldcn  reported  frwn  ffcc  Comenitrcc  appoimcti  to  cxjtmu>c 
x\m  mMtcr,  thit  the  pfv>ce6  ft^itinll  Rolls  wjs  mailc  lyjt  by  varrinc 
undrr  Mr.  Attorney's  own  hind.  'J<4crKA\s  tf  ibi  CMrK^:^  \xA,  L 
p.  9:9. 
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Ann.  1628.  faid,  he  remembered  when  the  houfe  committed  both  the 
flieriffs  of  London  to  the  Tower  for  an  abufe  of  a  lefs 
nature ;  only  for  countenancing  a  ferjeant  in  an  arrefl 
on  a  member  of  parliament,  though  they  did  acknow- 
ledge their  faults  at  the  bar,  which  this  man  had  not 
done. 

The  houfe  next  took  into  confideration  a  petition  of 
the  bookfellers  and  printers,  concerning  their  having  been 
purfuivanted  for  printing  orthodox  books  j  and  that  li- 
cenfing  of  books  was  now  reftrained  to  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
don and  his  chaplains.  Mr.  Selden  moved,  that  a  law 
might  be  made  to  remedy  this  evil.  He  faid,  that  there 
■was  no  law  in  England  to  prevent  the  printing  of  any 
book,  and  no  other  authority  for  fuch  a  reftraint  but  a 
decree  of  the  Star-chamber.  That  a  man  in  this  cafe 
fliould  be  fined,  imprifoned,  and  have  his  goods  taken 
from  him,  was  a  great  invafion  on  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jecfl.  Mr.  Kirton  obferved,  that  Coufms  had  caufed  the 
book  of  Common-Prayer  to  be  newly  printed,  and  had 
changed  the  word  Minifter  into  the  word  Prieft  j  and  had 
put  out,  in  another  place,  the  word  Eleft  *  ;  that  his  lord- 
Ihip  the  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  though  he  had  leaped 
through  many  bifhoprics  t»  yet  he  had  left  Popery  be- 
joum.  Com.  ^^^^^   y^-^^   -^^  ^^,^^y  qj^^^     js^  complaint  was  preferred 

Pari.Hiii.voi.  aeainft  this  prelate  by  one  Dr.  Moore,  who  reported  that 

VIII.  p.  293.     ^  ,,,.,.  Ill 

the  bifhop  had  told  hun,  that  times  were  altered  j  that 

*  A  fele£t  committee  was  ordered  to  take  confideration  of  the  dif- 
ferences in  the  imprefTion  of  the  thirty-nine  articles,  eftablilhed  by  ad 
of  parliament,  13  Eliz.    Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  I.  p.  926. 

t  Rochefter,  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  Lincoln. 

he 


he  muft  not  preach  againft  Papifts  now ;  that  he,  Moore,  Ann.  1628. 
had  a  brother  that  preached  againft  bowing  at  the  name 
of  Jefus,  which  he  liked  not  j  and  that  the  communion- 
table ftood  as  in  an  alehoufe,  but  he  would  have  them 
fet  as  high  altars. 

The  houfe  began  to  grow  warm  on  this  fubjeft  ^^ '^^^^^f^^°l\ 

religious  grievance :  "  If  we  fpeak  not   now,  faid  Sir  &  fe«i. 

Walter  Earl,  we  may  for  ever  after  hold  our  peace ;  when, 

befides  the  Queen's  mafs,  there  are  two  other  maffes  daily 

in  the  Queen's  court  j  fo  that  it  is  grown  common  in  dif- 

courfe.  Will  you  go  to  mafs  ?  or.  Have  you  been  at  mafs 

in  Somerfet-Houfe  ?  there  coming  five  hundred  at  a  time 

from  mafs.     I  defire  it  may  be  known  by  what  warrant 

the  Jefuits,  lately  in  Newgate,  were  releafed  ?"     Mr.  Co- 

riton  moved,  that  the  King's  late  declaration  might  be 

taken  into  ferious  confideration.     Sir  Richard  Grofvenor, 

after  having  related  the  proceedings  againft  Popery  laft 

feflion,  with  the  King's  feveral  promifes  on  that  head, 

Ihewed,  that  all  the  evils  then  complained  of  were  not 

leflened  but  increafed.     "  To  thefe  griefs  and  difcou- 

ragements,  added  he,  I  find  an  addition  of  that  nature 

that  threatens  the  very  ruin  and  defolation  of  us  all  s 

This  is  the  countenancing  and  preferring  of  a  plotting, 

undermining,  and  dangerous  fed  of  upftart  divines.   You 

remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  care  and  pains  this  houfe 

took  (as  a  matter  of   great  confequence)  to  frame  a 

charge  againft  Mountague ;  yet  was  this  man,  fliortly 

after  the  ending  of  the  feflions,  dignified  with  the  fa- 

cred  title  of  a  bi(hop ;  and  biftiop  of  that  fee  wherein 

his  prcdeceflbr  *  (a  grave  and  orthodox  prelate)  had  la-  *  Caleton* 

boured,  both  by  his  pen  and  doftrine,  to  ftrangle  thofe 
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Ann.  1628.  errors  and  confute  Mountague.  Another  alfo  of  his  own 
profefGon,  little  better  than  himfelf,  I  mean  time-plcaf- 
ing  Manwaring,  hath  alfo  tailed  extraordinary  favour. 
.  This  man  attempted  to  make  his  holy  funclion  a  means 
to  feduce  the  King's  confcience,  to-  mifguide  his  judg- 
ment, to  disjoint  his  afFedtioh  from  his  people,  to  avert 
his  mind  from  calling  of  parliaments  :  the  particulars 
of  his  damned  dodlrine  are  yet  frefli  in  our  memory. 
They  that  go  about  thus  to  feduce  and  corrupt  a  prince 
deferve  to  be  hated  of  all  men,  as  much  as  thofe  that 
attempt  to  poifon  a  public  fpring  or  fountain,  of  which 
all  drink.  For  this  offence  he  received  a  jufl  but  mode- 
rate cenfure.  One  particular  was,  that  he  fliould  be  dif- 
abled  for  ever  from  holding  any  ecclefiaftical  dignity  in 
the  church:  Yet  was  this  man,  immediately  after  our 
rifing,  releafed  from  his  imprifonment ;  obtained  his  par- 
don in  folio;  was  preferred  to  a  rich  living,  and  (if  fome 
fay  true)  cheriflieth  aflured  hopes  of  dignity  in  the  church. 
If  thefe  be  ileps  to  ecclefiaftical  preferments,  God  be  mer- 
ciful to  thofe  churches  that  fall  under  the  government 
and  feeding  of  fuch  a  clergy." 

Sir  Robert  Philips  faid,  that  the  increafe  of  Papifts 
was  by  connivance  from  perfons  in  authority ;  that  nine 
hundred  and  forty  of  EngUHi,  Scots,  and  Irifh  Papifts, 
were  maintained  in  the  Netherlands  by  their  brethren  in 
England. 

An  order  paffed,  that  all  members  of  the  houfe  who 
had  any  letters,  or  copies  of  letters,  written  for  ftay  of 
profecution  for  proceeding  againft  Papifts,  fliould  bring 
them  into  the  fub-committee  for  religion.     Mr.  Coritoa 

moved, 
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moved,  that  they  fliould,  by  fome  law  or  ad  of  ftate,  Ann.  1628. 
remove  from  their  offices  thofe  Papifts  which  they  had  journals  of 
juft  caufe  to  fufpect.      On  a  motion  of  Mr.  Sclden's,  the  ^^^  ^°™',  r 

•'  *  >  *-  mons,  vol.  I. 

houfe  went  on  an  enquiry  concerning  an  undue  releafe  p-  932- 
of  fome  Jefuits  that  had  been  arraigned  at  Newgate,  and 
had  formed  themfelves  into  a  focicty  at  Clerkenwell.  In 
this  cafe,  fecretary  Cook,  who,  though  an  arrant  court- 
tool,  feems  to  have  been  very  averfe  to  the  profeffors  of 
Popery,  gave  a  detail  of  thefe  Jefuits,  that  inflamed  the 
refentment  of  the  houfe  on  account  of  the  favour  which 
had  been  fliewn  them.  In  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry, 
the  attorney-general,  the  earl  of  Dorfet,  and  the  lord- 
chief-juftice  of  the  Common-Pleas  *,  fell  under  fevere  •Richardfon 
cenfures. 

Notwithstanding  the  warmth  of  thefe  debates  on 
religious  grievances,  the  Commons  did  not  forget  the 
important  point  of  privilege,  and  the  illegal  violence 
which  had  been  ufed  in  exadling  tonnage  and  poun- 
dage. At  a  grand  committee  on  this  queftion,  Mr.  Co- 
riton  moved,  that  the  goods  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  merchants,  fliould  be  reftored  to  them  before  they 
went  upon  that  bill.  "  Kings,  faid  he,  ought  not,  by 
the  laws  of  God,  to  opprefs  their  fubjecfls.  I  know  we 
have  a  good  king,  and  this  is  the  advice  of  his  wicked 
minifters  ;  but  there  is  nothing  can  be  more  diflionoura- 
ble  to  him."  Mr.  Waller  obferved,  that  there  was  not 
fewer  than  five  hundred  merchants  threatened  in  this 
dealing.  Mr.  Noy  faid,  that  they  could  not  fafely  give, 
unlefs  they  had  pofleflion,  the  proceedings  in  the  Exche- 
quer nullified,  alfo  the  informations  in  the  Star-chamber, 
and  the  annexations  to  the  Petition  of  Right.     "  I  will 

not 
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Ann.  162S.    not  give  my  voice  to  this  bill,  added  he,  unlefs  thefe  in- 
terruptions be  declared  in  it.     That  the  .King  hath  no 
right  but  by  our  free  gift :  If  it  will  not  be  accepted  as 
it  is  fit  for  us  to  give,  we  cannot  help  it.     If  it  be  the 
King's  already,  as  by  their  new  records  it  feemeth  to  be, 
we  need  not  give  it."     Mr.  Selden  feconded  a  motion  of 
fending  a  meiTage  to  the  Exchequer.      He  mentioned  a 
precedent  of  a  meflage  fent  into  the  Chancery  for  a  flay 
of  proceedings,  and  that  the  meflage  was  obeyed.  "  What 
anfwer  foever  the  judges  return,  adds  he,  it  cannot  pre- 
judice us :  the  law  fpeaks  by  the  records ;  and  if  thefe 
records  remain,  they  will  to  pofterity  preferve  the  law." 
"  For  the  point  of  right,  faid  Mr.  Littleton,  there  is  no 
lawyer  fo  ignorant  to  conceive  it,  nor  judge  of  the  land 
to  affirm  it ;  I  am  againft  giving  to  the  King,  or  going 
on  with  the  bill.     In  this  cafe,  by  the  law,  a  man  can- 
not be  put  to  a  petition  of  right,  but  fhall  recover  with- 
out petition."     "  The  merchants,  faid  Sir  John  Elliot,  are 
not  only  kept  from  their  goods  by  the  cuilomers,  but  by 
a  pretended  juftice.     I  conceive,  if  the  judges  of  that  court 
of    Exchequer    had    their    undcrftandings    enlightened 
of  their   error   by   this  houfe,  they  would  reform    the 
fame,  and  the  merchants  thereby  come  by  their  goods." 
The  refult  of  the  debate  was  a  meflage  fent  to  the  court 
of  Exchequer,  requiring  them  to  make  void  their  orders 
and  affidavits  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  merchants. 


journals  of 
Ihe  Cora, 
vol.  I.  p. 929- 


On  a  motion  of  Sir  John  Elliot,  concerning  the  pri- 
vilege of  merchants,  the  houfe  pafled  an  order  that  a 
man  having  a  plaint  depending  there,  he  fhould  be  pri- 
vileged in  his  perfon,  though  not  freed  from  fuits  ;  and 
that  an  intimation  Ihould  be  given  the  lord -keeper,  that 

no 
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no  attachment  fliould  go  forth  againft  the  merchants  *,  Ann.  1628. 
during  the  privilege  granted  them  in  parliament.     The 
barons  of  the  Exchequer  returned  an  anfwer,  in  which  feeding^ o7 
they  infifted  that  their  proceedings  had  been  regular  ;  con[^°o"i!t  °^ 
that  they  did  not  determine,  nor  any  ways  trench  upon,  p-  9^'  &  ^^* 
the  right  of  tonnage  and  poundage  j  that  they  had  de- 
clared the  fame  openly  in  the  court  at  the  making  of 
thofe  orders  ;  that  they  had  nor,  by  the  fame  orders  and 
injunctions,  barred  the  owners  of  the  faid  goods  to  fue 
for  the  fame  in  a  lawful  courfe  ;  but  that  writs  or  plaints 
of  replevin  was  no  lawful  adtion  or  courfe  in  the  King's 
caufe,  nor  agreeable  to  the  prerogative  f.     On  the  report 
of  this  mefl[age,  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution  to  fend 
for  Sir  John  Wolftenholme,  Daws,  and  Carmarthen,  the  pari.HUhvoi, 
three  farmers  of  the  cuftoms,  to  their  bar.     Daws  in- Vl^' ^'^^°* 
formed  them,  that  the  King,  a  few  days  before,  had  or- 
dered him  to  make  no  other  anfwer  but  that  the  goods 
were  taken  for  fuch  duties  as  were  due  in  king  James's 
time.     Sir  John  Wolftenholme  pleaded  the  fame  com- 
mand ;  but  moreover  faid,  that  he  fought  not  to   farm 
the  cuftoms  ;  and  had   told   the  King,  being  fent  for, 
that  he  was  not  willing  to  deal  therein,  until  the  par-, 
liament  had  granted  it.     The  other  two  acknowledged 
the  feizing  the  goods,  though  they  knew  that  Rolls  was 

•  An  information  had  been  prefented  againft  Mr.  Chambers  for  re- 
fufing  to  pay  tonnage  and  poundage,  while  his  petition  of  relief  was 
lodged  in  parliament.     Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  I.  p.  931. 

■j-  Oldmixon  makes  a  very  apt  remark  on  this  anfwer  of.  the  barons 
of  the  Exchequer :  "  That  the  merchants  had  been  imprifoned  and 
plundered  for  refufing  to  pay  a  tax  which  the  judges  durft  not  deter- 
mine they  ought  to  pay."  OldmixorCs  Hiji,  cf  the  Stewarts,  fol.  cd. 
1730,  p.  104. 

a  par- 
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Aon.  1628.  a  parliament-man,  They  all  three  faid,  that  they  (lid  not 
conceive  any  privilege  of  the  parliament  to  lie  againll  the 
King  *  in  that  cafe. 

The  houfc  foon  put  the  King's  name  out  of  the  qucf- 
tion,  and  fell  into  a  high  debate  concerning  their  privi- 
leges. Mr.  Littleton  argued,  that  all  privileges  were  al- 
lowed for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth ;  that  the 
parliament's  privilege  was  above  any  other,  and  the  par- 
liament could  only  decide  on  the  privilege  of  parlia- 
ment, not  any  other  judge  or  court  ;  that  there  was  a 
Pari.Hift.voi.  j^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  -^  j^-,g|^  trcafou  to  kill  a  parliament-man  ; 

and  that  all  privilege  was  good,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  high 
treafon,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace.  Sir  John  Elliot 
declared,  that  the  commonwealth  received  life  from  the 
privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  was  refolved  on  the  queftion,  that  Mr.  Rolls  fhould 
have  privilege  of  parliament  for  his   goods  feized  the 

« 

»  On  the  examination  of  the  cuftomers,  the  King's  warrant  was 
read  in  the  houfe.  "  Whereas  the  lords  of  the  council,  taking  into 
confideration  our  revenue,  and  finding  that  tonnage  and  poundage  is 
a  principal  revenue  of  our  crown,  and  hath  been  many  ages,  have 
therefore  ordered,  &c.  Know  ye  that  we,  by  the  advice  of  the  lords 
of  our  council,  do  declare  our  will  hereby,  that  all  thofe  duties  be  le- 
vied and  coUeded  as  they  were  in  the  time  of  our  fa'.d  father,  and  in 
fuch  manner  as  we  (hall  appoint.  And  if  any  perfcn  rcfufe  to  pay, 
then  our  will  is,  that  the  lords  of  the  council,  and  t'le  treafurer,  fliall 
commit  to  prilbn  fuch  lb  refufing,  until  they  conform  themfelves.  And 
we  give  full  power,  to  all  our  officers  to  receive,  levy,  and  colle*^  ;  and 
we  command  our  barons  and  officers  from  time  to  time  to  give  all  af- 
fiftance  to  the  farmers  of  the  fame,  as  fully  as  when  they  were  coHeftcd 
by  authority  of  parliaments." 

thirtieth 


thirtieth  of  October  *.     When  they  were  going  to  pro-  Ann.  1628. 
ceed  on  the  delinquency  of  the  farmers  of  the  cuftoms,  journals  of 

1  ij     u  Commons, 

they  were  interrupted  by  fecretary  Cook,  who  told  them  vo!.i.p.93t» 
from  the  King,  that  what  had  been  done  by  his  farmers 
and  officers  of  the  cuftoms  had  been  done  by  his  own 
direction  and  commandment ;  and  therefore  he  could  not 
in  this  fever  the  a^l  of  his  officers  from  his  own  a6t ; 
neither  could  his  officers  fufFer  for  it,  without  high  dif- 
honour  to  majefty. 

This   meflage   was   received  with    fuch  indignation, 
that  the  Commons,  with  almoft  a  general  voice,  cried 
out,  «  Adjourn,  adjourn."     On  their  re-meeting,  on  the  ^^^g^[^ 
twenty-fifth  of  February,  after  reading  certain  articles  f  H.L.p.  i^. 

*  When  the  queftion  of  privilege  was  argued,  an  order  paffed  the 
houfe,  that  no  member  Ihould  go  out  of  town  without  leave,  and  every 
member  after  mne  o'clock  fhould  attend.  Journals  of  the  Commons, 
vol.  I.  p.  929. 

f  Among  thcfe  articles  were  the  following  ones  -,  viz.  Ere(S:ing  of 
altars  -,  changing  the  ufual  and  prefcribed  manner  of  placing  the  com- 
munion-table, and  letting  it  at  the  upper  end  of  the  chancel,  north 
and  fouth,  in  imitation  of  the  high  altars,  adorning  it  with  candle- 
fticks,  making  obeifance  by  bowing  to  it ;  commanding  men  to  ftand 
up  at  Gloria  Patria  •,  bringing  men  to  queftion  and  trouble  for  not  obey- 
ing that  command,  for  v/hich  there  is  no  authority ;  enjoining  that  n6 
women  be  churched  without  a  veil  •,  fetting  up  of  pidures,  lights,  and 
images  in  churches  ;  praying  towards  the  Eaft  ;  croffing  at  Omnem  mo- 
turn  ^  geftum ;  the  fuppreffing  and  reftraints  of  the  orthodox  dodrine 
contained  in  the  articles  of  religion,  confirmed  13  Eliz.  •,  publifliing 
books,  and  preaching  fermons,  contrary  to  the  former  orthodox  doc. 
trine ;  the  preferring  thofe  that  are  known  to  be  unfound  in  religion, 
inftance,  Mr.  Mountague  made  bifliop  of  Chicheftef;  the  late  bifliop 
of  CarliQe  advanced  to  the  bifliopric  of  Norwich ;  a  known  Arminian 
made  bilhop  of  Ely,  the  bifhop  of  Oxford,  a  long-fufpeded  Papift, 
advanced  to  the  bilhopric  of  Durham  ;  Mr.  Coufms  advanced  to  dig- 
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Ann.  1628.  concerning  the  dangers  of  Popery  and  Arminianifm,  they 
were  farther  adjourned,  by  the  King's  command,  till  the 
fecond  of  March. 

Crew's  Pro-  On  this  dav,  Sir  John  Elliot,  after  prayers  were  end- 
Com"p!r45.  ed,  addrcfled  the  houfe  in  the  following  manner:  "  The 
misfortunes  we  fufFer  are  many:  Arminianifm  under 
mines  us ;  Popery  comes  in  upon  us.  They  mafk  not 
in  llrangc  difguifes,  but  expofe  themfelves  to  the  view 
of  the  world.  In  the  fearch  of  thefe,  we  have  fixed 
our  eyes  not  on  the  aiStors,  the  Jefuits  and  priefts,  but 
upon  their  mailers,  thofe  that  are  in  authority:  thence 
it  cometh  we  fuffer;  the  fear  of  thefe  makes  our  inter- 
ruptions. You  have  fome  prelates  that  are  their  abet- 
tors ;   the  great  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  we  know  what 

nity  and  a  great  living  -,  Dr.  Wren  made  dean  of  Windfor,  and  one  of 
the  High-commiffion  court.     Pari.  Hift.  vol  VIII.  p.  3 19,  ^  /^?. 

Dr.  Wren  was  one  of  the  chaplains  whom  James  fent  mto  Spain  to- 
his  fon,  as  a  man  whofe  principles  did  not  differ  widely  from  the  ce- 
remonTes  of  the  Romifh  worftiip.  The  following  curious  articles  are 
among  the  inftruftions  that  were  given  him  relative  to  his  office :  That 
the  room  appointed  for  prayers  Ihould  be  adorned  chapel-wife  with  an 
altar,  fonts,  palls,  linen-coverings,  demy-carpet,  candleflicks,  tapers, 
chalices,  pattens,  a  fine  towel  for  the  prince,  t)ther  towels  for  the 
houfhold,  a  traverfe  of  water  for  the  communion,  a  bafon  and  flaggon-, 
two  copes ;  that  every  one  be  uncovered  at  prayer,  kneeling  at  due 
rimes,  (landing  up  at  the  name  of  Jefus ;  that  the  communion  be  cc*. 
lebrated  in  due  form,  with  an  oblation  of  every  communicant,  and  ad«- 
mixing  water  with  the  wine  j  the  communion  to  be  as  often  ufed  as  it 
fhall  pleafe  the  prince  to  fet  down ;  fmooth  wafers  to  be  ufed  for  the 
bread  j  that  they  carry  the  articles  of  our  religion  in  many  copies,  the 
books  of  Common-Prayer  in  feveral  languages,  (tore  of  Englifh  fer- 
vicc- books,  the  King's  own  works  in  Englifh  and  Latin.  He^'lin's  Life 
ef  Laud,  p.  106.. 

he 
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he  hath  done  to  favour  them.  This  fear  extends  to  fome  Ann.  i6a8. 
others  ;  the  lord-treafurer,  in  whofe  perfon  all  evil  is 
contracted,  both  for  the  innovation  of  our  religion,  and 
invafion  of  our  liberties :  He  is  a  great  enemy  of  the 
commonwealth.  I  have  traced  him  in  all  his  adlions, 
and  I  find  him  building  on  thofe  grounds  laid  by  his 
mafler,  the  great  duke :  He  fecretly  is  moving  for  this 
interruption.  And  from  this  fear  they  go  about  to 
break  parliaments,  left  parliaments  fhould  break  them. 
I  find  him  the  head  of  all  that  party,  the  Papills  ;  and 
all  the  Jefuits  and  priefts  derive  from  him  their  flielter 
and  prote(5lion.  And  I  proteft,  as  I  am  a  gentleman,  if 
my  fortune  fhall  be  ever  again  to  meet  in  this  ho- 
nourable aflembly,  where  I  now  leave  I  fliall  begin 
again." 

On  this  fpeech  of  Sir  John  Elliot,  the  fpeaker,  fearing 
that  the  houfe  would  come  to  fome  fpirited  refolution, 
delivered  from  his  chair  a  meflage  from  the  King  to  ad- 
journ till  the  Tuefday  fevennight.  Notwithftanding  this 
interruption,  Sir  John  Elliot  offered  a  remonftrance  on 
tonnage  and  poundage  *.     The   popular  members  ob- 

*  This  remonftrance,  after  (hewing  the  illegality  of  taking  tonnage 
•and  poundage  without  grant  of  parliament,  ends  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  "  And  therefore  mod  humbly  befeech  your  majefty  to  forbear 
any  farther  receiving  the  fame  •,  and  not  to  take  it  in  ill  part  from 
thofe  of  your  majeily's  loving  fubjcfls  who  fhall  refufe  to  make  pay- 
ment of  any  fuch  charges,  without  warrant  of  law  demanded ;  and  as 
by  this  forbearance  your  mod  excellent  majefty  (hall  manifeft  unto  the 
world  your  royal  juftice  in  the  obfervation  of  your  laws,  ib  they  doubt 
not  but  hereafter,  at  the  time  appointed  for  their  coming  again,  they 
(hall  have  occafion  to  exprels  their  great  defire  to  advance  your  majefty's 
honour  and  profit."    Pari  Hijl.  vol.  VIII.  p.  330. 

H   2  jCLTicd, 
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Ann.  lOzS.    ]t^ec],  that  it  was  not  the  office  of  the  fpeaker  to  deliver 
any  fuch  command ;  that  the  adjournment  of  the  houfe 
properly  belonged  to  the  houfc  itfelf  *  ;   and  after  they 
had  fettled  fome  things  they  thougiu  convenient  to  be 
fpoken  of,  they  would  fatisfy  the  K;ng.     The  remon- 
llrance  on  tonnage   and  poundage  was  again  offered  to 
be  put  to  the  queftion  ;  but  the  fpeaker  refufed,  faying, 
he  was  commanded  otherwife  by  the  King.     This  drew 
a   fliarp  reprimand  from  Mr.  Selden.     Sir  John  Finch, 
trembling,  replied,   that   he    had  an  cxprefs  command 
from  the  King,  fo  foon  as  he  had  delivered  his  meflage 
to  rife.     On  this  he  left  his  chair,  but  was  drawn  to  it 
again  by  Mr.  HoUis,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Clare,  and  Mr. 
Valentine.     Sir  Thomas  Edmunds,  and  other  creatures 
of  the  court,  endeavoured  to  free  the  fpeaker  ;  the  po- 
pular party  kept  him  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  HoUis  fwore 
he  fliould  fit  flill  till  it  pleafed  the  houfe  to  rife.     "  I  do. 
not  fay  I  will  not,  fays  the  fpeaker,  fobbing ;  I  dare  not. 
Do  not  command  my  ruin.     I  dare  not  fin  againfl  the 
command  of  my  fovereign."     Mr.  Selden,  with  many 
llrong  arguments,  endeavoured  to  roufe  a  fenfe  of  virtue 
in  him  ;  but  he  ftill  refufed,  though  with  extremity  of 
weeping  and  fupplicaiory  orations,  to  proceed  on  his  duty. 
Sir  Peter  Hayman,  a  countryman  and  relation  of  his, 
*  told  him,  that  he  was  forry  he  was  his  kinfman  ;  that 
he  was  the  difgrace  of  his  country,  and  a  blot  to  his  fa- 
mily ;   that  all   the  inconveniences  that  fhould  follow 
(yea,  iheir  deftrudlion)  fliould  be  derived  to  poilerity  as 

*  The  12  and  1 8  Jac.  the  houfe  refolved,  that  it  was  in  their  power 
to  adjourn  or  fit.  Sir  Edward  Coke  faid,  the  King  makes  a  proroga- 
tion, the  houfe  adjourns  itfelf.  A  commifllon  of  adjournment  the  houfe 
never  read ;  but  fay,  the  houfe  adjourns  itfelf, 
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the  ifllie  of  his  bafenefs  ;  that  he  would  be  remembered  An.  1628. 
with  fcorn  and  difdain ;  that  fince  he  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  do  his  duty,  he  thought  fit  he  fhould  be  called 
to  the  bar,  and  a  new  fpeaker  chofen.     Neither  counfel, 
entreaty,  nor  threats  prevaiUng,  Mr.  Hollis  was  required  ceedTngsInd 
to  read  the  following  articles,  as  the  proteftation  of  the  S^^'j;^„°„^„,^ 
houfe;  viz.*  p.i57.&fcq. 

«  First,  Whofoever  fliall  bring  in  innovation  in  re-  orihc^cLm. 
ligion,  or  by  favour  feek  to  extend  or  introduce  Popery  mons. 
and  Arminianifm,  or  other  opinions  difagreeing  from  the 
true  and  orthodox  church,  fliall  be  reputed  a  capital 
enemy  to  this  kingdom  and  commonwealth.  Secondly, 
Whofoever  fliall  counfel  or  advife  the  taking  and  levying 
of  the  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  not  being 
granted  by  parliament,  or  fliall  be  an  acflor  or  inflru- 
ment  therein,  fliall  be  likewife  reputed  an  innovator  in 
tlie  government,  and  a  capital  enemy  to  this  kingdom 
and  commonwealth.  Thirdly,  If  any  merchant,  or 
other  perfon  whatfoever,  fliall  voluntarily  yield  or  pay 
the  faid  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  not  being 
granted  by  parliament,  he  fliall  likewife  be  reputed  a 
betrayer  of  the  liberty  of  England,  and  an  enemy  to 
the  fame.'* 


After  the  pafling  thefe  proteftations  the  houfe  rofe  f.. 

•  The  clerk,  after  the  example  of  the  fpeaker,  refufed  to  read  the 
articles,  though  he  was  commanded  to  read  them  by  the  houfe.  ParL 
Hiji.  vol.  VIIL  p.  37.7. 

-f  On  the  clofe  of  every  one  of  thefe  proteftations  the  houfe  gave  a 
loud  applaufe.     Saunderforiy  p.  131.     Pari,  Hijt,  vol.VIIl.  p.  332. 
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The  King  having  heard  that  they  had  continued  to 
fit,  notwithftanding  his  command  for  the  adjournment, 
fent  a  mefTenger  for  the  fei^^eant  with  his  mace:  The 
houfe  ftayed  the  ferjeant,  locked  the  door,  and  depofited 
the  key  in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  members.  Not 
only  this  meflenger,  but  Maxwell,  the  uflier  of  the  black 
rod,  having  been  denied  entrance,  Charles  grew  into  a 
rage,  and  diredled  the  captain  of  the  penfioners  and 
guards  to  force  the  door.  The  mifchief  that  this  in- 
tended violence  might  have  occafioned,  was  prevented  by 
the  fudden  rifmg  of  the  houfe,  which  was  adjourned  to 
the  tench  of  March.  In  the  intermediate  fpace,  Denzil 
Hollis,  Efq.  Sir  Miles  Hobart,  Sir  John  Elliot,  Sir  Peter 
Hayman,  John  Selden,  William  Coriton,  Walter  Long, 
William  Stroude,  and  Benjamin  Valentine,  Efqs.  were  or- 
dered to  appear  before  the  council.  Mr.  Hollis,  Sir  John 
Elliot,  Mr.  Coriton,  and  Mr.  Valentine,  attended  ;  but  rc- 
fufing  to  anfwer  out  of  parliament,  they  were  committed 
rai  members.  qIq[q  prifoucrs  to  the  Towcr.  Warrants  were  at  the  fame 
vii^'xix^*  time  ifliied  for  apprehending  the  reft,  and  for  fealing  up 
p.  64.         their  fludies  *. 


5  Maich. 


fmpr:f:)n- 
nienc  ot'  feve 


*  The  following  are  the  interrogatories  and  anfwers  that  pafled  on 
this  occafion  at  the  council-board. 

Mr.  Mollis  was  afked,  why  he,  contrary  to  his  former  ufe,  did  that 
morning  that  the  tumult  was  in  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament,  place 
himielf  above  divers  of  the  privy. counfellors  by  the  chair  ^  He  an- 
fwered,  that  he  at  Ibme  other  times  as  well  as  then  feated  himfelf  in 
that  place  •,  and  as  for  his  fitting  above  the  privy-counfellors,  he  took 
it  to  be  his  due  in  any  place  whatfoever,  unlefs  at  the  council-board; 
that  he  came  into  the  houfe  with  zeal  to  do  his  majefty  fervice ;  yet 
•finding  his  majeily  was  now  offended  with  him,  he  humbly  delired, 
xhat  he  might  ratiicr  be  the  iubjcci  of  his  mercy  than  his  power.     You 
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On  the  tenth  of  March  the  King  came  to  the  houfe  Ann.  1628. 
of  Lords,  where,  without  the  ceremony  of  calling  the  [orXi  mss. 

mean  rather  of  his  majefty's  mercy  than  his  juftice,  anfwered  the  lord- 
treafurer.     I  fay,  of  his  majefty's  power,  replied  Mr.  Hollis. 

Sir  John  Elliot  was  queftioned,  whether  he  had  not  fpoken  fuch  and 
fuch  words  in  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament  ^  and  fliewed  unto  the 
faid  houfe  fuch  and  fuch  a  paper  ?  He  anfwered,  that  whatfoever  was 
faid  or  done  by  him  in  that  place,  and  at  that  time,  was  performed  by 
him  as  a  pubhc  man,  and  a  member  of  that  houfe  ;  that  he  was,  and 
always  would  be,  ready  to  give  an  account  of  his  fayings  and  doings 
in  that  place,  whenfoever  he  ftiould  be  called  unto  it  by  that  houfe ; 
where,  as  he  took  it,  he  was  only  to  be  queftioned. 

Sir  Miles  Hobart  being  interrogated  concerning  his  demeanor  in  the 
lower  houfe  of  parliament,  and  for  ftiutting  the  door  ?  anfwered,  that 
he  defired  to  know  by  what  warrant  he  was  examined  to  give  an  ac- 
count in  that  place  of  his  adlions  in  parliament,  being  a  member.  He 
believed  it  was  a  courfe  without  a  precedent.  That  no  council  nor 
commifiion  could  take  notice  of  any  thing  done  in  parliament,  but  a 
parliament  itfelf.  Neverthelefs,  he  would  not  ftick  to  confefs,  that  it 
was  he  that  fhut  the  door  that  day,  and  when  he  had  locked  the  door, 
he  put  the  key  in  his  pocket ;  and  he  did  it  becaufe  the  houfe  de^ 
manded  it. 

Sir  Peter  Hayman  was  afked,  why  he  reproved  the  fpeaker  fo  fliarp  ^ 
ly  ?  He  anfwered,  becaufe  he  was  the  fpeaker,  and  fo  the  fervant  of 
the  houfe,  and  one  that  ought  to  have  applied  himfelf  to  the  command 
of  the  houfe  J  he  did  it  with  the  more  freedom  and  deteftation,  be« 
caufe  he  was  his  countryman;  but  yet  (hould  have  done  it  to  any 
other  man,  that  in  the  fame  kind  ftiould  have  deferved  it  as  he  did. 
On  being  farther  demanded,  what  he  would  have  done  himfelf  on  be- 
ing fpeaker,  and  commanded  by  the  King  to  deliver  fuch  a  meflagc  to 
the  houfe  ?  he  anfwered,  he  would  have  thrown  himfelf  at  his  majefty's 
feet,  and  having  given  his  majefty  to  underftand  that,  in  refped  of  his 
ofiice,  he  was  the  moft  improper  and  unfit  perfon  of  any  to  deliver  fuch 
a  mefiage  •,  he  would  have  moft  humbly  fupplicated  his  majefty  to  have 
elected  fome  other  to  have  performed  that  part.  Parl.Hift.  vol.VIIL. 
P-354>  Cjf/7-   • 

The  parliament  was  not  diflblved  when  thefe  members  were  com* 
mitted  prifoners  to  the  Tower.     RuJhiJuQrth^ 

Commons 
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Ann.  .6z8.   Commons  to  the  bar,  he  diffolved  the  parhament  -.     la 
""a  n!;«r'the  fpeech  he  made  on  this  occafion,  he  called  the  party 
in  the  oppofition  vipers ;  beftowed  great  praifes  on  his 
own  adherents,  and  particularly  on  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
whom  he  commended   for  a  dutiful  demeanour.     In- 
deed,  the  behaviour  of  this  body  had  been  fo  pacific 
and'inofrenfive,    that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  this  fcf- 
fion,  during  the  fpirited  exertions  of  the  Commons,  their 
proceedings    had    been  wholly  confined    to   the    fram- 
ing  a  petition,   concerning  the  old  grievances  of  pre- 
cedency to  Scotch  and  IriQi  titles.     This,  they  alleged, 
tended  not  only  to  the  differvice  and  prejudice  of  his 
Pari.  Hm.     majefty.  but  his  realms.      Charles  fent  a  civil  denial  to 
rlsr&'feq.  the  petition ;  and  thefe  important  pretenfions  continued 
lo"rd"!''°^    yet  undetermined. 

Amongst  the  animated  meafures  of  the  lower  houfe 
that  dignify  the  proceedings  of  this  feffion,  the  warm 
debates  which  the  Commons  had  entered  into  on  thofc 
innovations  in  the  dodrines  and  forms  of  religion  which 
had  been  introduced  by  Laud,  Neile,  Manwaring,  and 
other  bigoted  priefts,  has  been  fevcrely  cenfured  by  fen- 
iible  and  candid  writers. 

Had  this  circumftance  been •  examined  with  that  ac- 
<niracy  which  the  importance  of  it  demands,  thefe  active 
patriots,  who,  to  ferve  the  bed  purpofes,  metamorphofed 
themfelves  into  mere  gownmen,  would  not  only  have; 

♦  No  aas  paflcd  tliis  feffion.     A  bill  to  enlarge  the  liberty  of  hear- 
ing the  word  oi  God  was  among  thofe  that  went  dirough  the  lower 

houfe. 

been 


been  juftified  from  adding  on  the  narrow  principles  of  Ann,  1628.. 
religious  bigotry,  but  would,  from  this  exertion  of  their 
theological  talents,  appear  pofTefled  of  an  eflential  qua- 
lification neceflary  to  form  able  legiflators.     Superflition, 
that  weaknefs  infeparable  from  the  mind  of  man,  has, 
from  the  firil  period  o£  recorded  time,  been  the  quality 
the  mod  fatally  inftrumental  in  degrading  his  nature  to 
an  abjedl,  yet  willing  dependence,  on  the  creature  of  his 
own  rank  ;  and  overturning  divine  and  moral  law,  has 
fixed  an  acknowledged  inferiority  where  God  has  marked 
equality.     Every  eftablifhed  form  of  worfliip  has,  for 
thefe  reafons,  been  fubordinate  to  the  purpofes  of  policy ; 
and  the  engine  religion  been  ufed  with  never-failing 
fuccefs  to  enflave  the  many  to  the  few,  and  to  fix  on  the 
firm  bafis  of  confcience,  tyrannies  irreconcileable  to  the 
wifdom  of  God,  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  and  the 
welfare  of  mankind.     Modes  of  faith  powerfully  ope- 
rate on  every  government ;  and  the  ecclefiaflical  conftitu- 
tion  of  a  country  has  an  irrefillible  influence  on   the 
political.     We  muft  confider,  therefore,  thefe  illuflrious 
patriots  as  combating  errors,  which,  however  trivial  they 
may  appear   on  a  flight  view,  yet  carried  with  them 
alarming  confequences  to  Liberty.     The  eflential  points 
of  faith  in  Arminianifm  or  Puritanifm  had  in  them  no- 
thing repugnant  to  the  freedom  of  the  Englifli  conftitu- 
tion  ;  but  the  followers  of  the  former  were  fl:udioufly 
bent  to  exalt  the  power  of  churchmen,  and  were  wedded 
to  thofe  forms  and  ceremonies  that  degrade  the  pure  fpi- 
rit  of  religion  into  an  idolatrous  worflbip  of  the  objecfls 
of  fenfe  ;  and  convert  that  contemplation  of  the  Creator, 
which  elevates,  refines,  and  enlarges  the  human  mind, 
into  an  implicit  fubjeftion  to  the  intercfted  opinions  of 
Vol.  II.  I  men. 


si 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


CHARLES       L 


^9 


Ann.  1628.  men.  In  thefe  refpefts,  the  innovations  which  the  Ar- 
minians  were  daily  making  in  the  religious  worfhip, 
was  a  proper  objedl  of  parliamentary  enquiry  ;  and  the 
difcipline  of  the  church  was  in  its  confequences  too  im- 
portant to  be  trufted  to  the  diredlion  of  a  prince  who 
had,  like  Charles,  evidently  manifefted  an  inclination  to 
exalt  the  fovereignty,  not  only  beyond  the  fpirit,  but 
the  forms  of  the  conllitution.  In  the  firft  progrefs  of 
the  reformation,  thofe  monarchies  that  had  adopted  the 
fpeculative  dodtrine  of  the  reformed  churches,  retained 
a  great  deal  of  that  pomp  of  worfhip  eflential  to  the 
Popifh  fuperftition,  and  agreeable  to  the  pampered  fenfes 
of  princes :  neither  had  they  relinquiflied  fubordination, 
nor  that  ecclefiaflical  fervitude,  that  refignation  of  pri- 
vate judgment,  which  is  fo  favourable  to  civil  tyranny. 
This  was  the  ftate  of  church-government  in  England 
a^ter  the  Reformation  had  taken  place  ;  and,  as  I  have 
dfewhere  obferved,  it  flrengthened  the  tyranny  of  the 
crown,  by  flinging  into  the  fcale  of  regal  power  that  ab- 
folute  and  unlimited  jurifdidlion  which  had  been  wrefted 
from  the  bifliop  of  Rome. 

Those  refugees  who  had  taken  ilielter  in  the  Low- 
Countries  from  the  terrors  of  Mary's  perfecuting  fpirit, 
brought  with  them,  on  their  return  to  England  at  the 
acceflion  of  Elizabeth,  more  enlarged  and  independent 
notions  than  were  agreeable  to  the  views  of  this  arbi- 
trary princefs ;  and  fhe  made  ufe  of  that  confidence  the 
Proteflants  placed  in  her,  and  their  fears  of  Popery,  to 
eredl  anew  the  court  of  High-commiffion.  In  the  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  her  reign,  fhe  fo  entirely  maflered  a  pufil- 
lanimous  parliament,  as  to  get  an  ad  pafled,  that  all 
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perfons  above  the  age  of  fixteen,  who  were  abfent  from  Ann.  1628. 
church  a  month,  or  who  by  word  or  writing  declared 
their  fentiments  againfl  the  eflablifhed  religion,  fhould 
be  imprifoned  till  they  made  an  open  declaration  of  their 
conformity.  This  if  they  refufed  during  three  months, 
they  were  to  abjure  the  realm  ;  and  if  they  either  re- 
fufed fuch  abjurations,  or  flayed  in  England  beyond  the 
time  limited,  they  were  to  fufFer  as  felons,  without  be- 
nefit of  clergy.  Thus  fhe  involved  the  Romanifls  and 
the  DifTenters  under  the  title  of  Recufants. 

The  natural  good  fenfe  of  the  people  of  England, 
flrengthened  by  an  increafe  of  knowledge,  could  not 
long  languifh  under  this  diabolical  tyranny,  without 
feeking  a  remedy  from  the  powers  of  the  conflitution : 
And  in  James's  firfl  parliament,  the  lower  houfe  pafTed 
a  bill  againfl  the  eflablifhment  of  any  ecclefiaflical  ca- 
nons without  confent  of  Lords  and  Commons.  The 
higher  houfe,  more  open  to  James's  cajolements, 
rejedled  the  bill.  Notwithflanding  this  difcourage- 
ment,  the  adlive  vigilant  fpirit  of  the  Commons  exert- 
ed itfelf  during  the  reign  of  this  prince  in  fuch  a  vi- 
gorous oppofition  to  the  fpiritual  jurifdidlion  of  the 
crown,  that  this  exertion,  with  the  mild  condudl  of  Ab- 
bot, and  feveral  other  rational  and  amiable  prelates,  en- 
abled men  openly  to  aflert  the  natural  right  of  exercif- 
ing  their  reafon.  The  literary  difputes  this  occafioned 
brought  over  great  numbers  to  the  caufe  of  freedom. 
Charles  and  his  prieflhood  endeavoured  to  reftrain  the 
fubjedls  in  that  liberty  they  had  exercifed  during  the 
reign  of  James,  and  demanded  a  rigid  conformity  to 
ceremonies  which  had  been  long  laid  afide,  and  which 
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Ann.  162S,    were  at  this  time  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  greatefl  part  of  the  nation. 

It  was  to  thefe  pretences  that  the  Commons  in  this 
feflions  of  parliament  oppofed  themfelves  with  the  joint 
force  of  reafon  and  eloquence  ;  and  fliewed  that  the  ec- 
clefiallical  authority  Charles  claimed,  the  ufe  of  which 
he  had  already  given  a  difagreeable  fpecimen  of,  had 
been  all  granted  by  parliament ;  that  it  mud  be  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  power  that  created  it,  and  the  abufe  of  it 
liable  to  be  corrected,  and  farther  limited,  by  the  after- 
refolutions  of  that  aflembly  *.  The  contempt  which  the 
abettors  of  tyranny  affedled  to  fhew  for  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  had  irritated  this  illuftrious  aflembly,  in  fe- 
deral inflances,  into  an  undue  exertion  of  their  authority. 

•  The  Commons  in  this  fcfTions  declared,  that  the  articles  of  Lam- 
beth were  the  prefent  eftablifhed  doctrine  of  the  church  of  England. 
Thefe  were  fettled  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  bifliops 
and  divines,  aflembled  at  Lambeth  in  1595,  on  the  following  occafion. 
Calvin's  opinions  of  predeftination,  grace,  and  perfeverance,  were  then 
received  as  the  only  true  orthodox  dodlrine,  and  fo  maintained  in  the 
fchools  of  Cambridge,  till  Peter  Baro,  a  Frenchman,  taught  in  his  pub- 
lic lectures  a  contrary  perfuafion.  He  was  complained  of  by  the  heads 
of  the  univerfity  unto  Whitgift,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  He> 
afiembling  at  Lambeth  with  Fletcher  bilhop  of  London,  and  Vaughan 
cledl  of  Bai^gor,  agreed  on  nine  articles  to  be  fent  to  Cambridge  to 
compofe  the  controverfies.  Matthew  Hutton  archbilhop  of  York, 
afterwards  affented  to  thefe  articles-,  but  the  jealous,  tenacious  Eli- 
2abeth  was  fo  offended  with  the  prelates  for  not  calling  in  her  au- 
thority, that  (he  threatened  to  attaint  them  all  of  a  premunire ;  and 
commanded  Whitgift  to  call  in  and  fupprefs  the  articles.  They  were 
produced  by  Dr.  Reynolds  in  the  conference  at  Hampton-Court,  who 
ftiled  them  the  Nine  Aflfertions  Orthodoxall.  Sanderfon's  lifi  of  Charles^ 
p.  128,  y/fj.     HeylirCs  Lifeof  Laudy  p.  204,  (^Jeq, 
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They  cenfured  Lewis,  Witherington,  and  one  Burgefs,  a  Ann.  1628. 
prieft,  for  trifling  verbal  offences  *. 

Sir  John  Eppefly,  a  member  of  the  Commons,  defired 
leave  to  anfwer  a  complaint  againft  him  in  the  higher 
houfe.     Mr.  Selden  objected,  that  fuch  a  concefGon  would  joum.  Coni. 
affe<fl  the  privilege  of  the  Commons  ;  that  nniil  the   i  8  pari.mfvot 
king  James  there  had  never  been  fuch  a  precedent  f.  ^ua-p-soo- 
The  chancellor  of  the  duchy  and  fecretary  Cook,  though 
two  confummate  courtiers,  feconded  Mr.  Selden's  motion. 
Secretary   Cook  faid,  "  I  am  as   careful  to   maintain  a 
good  correfpondency  with  the  Lords  as  any  man  j  but 
connivancy  in  this  kind  may  overthrow  the  fundamental 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  houfe :  Let  it  therefore  be 
ferioufly  confidered  of ;  for  this  not  only  concerneth  the 
right  of  this  houfe,  but  the  liberty  of  the  whole  com- 
monwealth."    The  refult   of  the  debate   was,  that   Sir 
John  Eppefly  fliould  not  have  leave  to  anfwer. 

The  Commons  took  into  confideration  a  petition 
againft  lord  Lambert,  a  member  of  their  houfe  ;  who 
being  a  colonel,  had  impofed  four-pence  on  every  foldier 

*  Thefe  kind  of  offences  are  feldom  proved  by  undoubted  teftimo- 
ny  i  and,  if  they  are  in  themfelves  criminal,  are  little  formidable  to 
juft  authority  and  upright  government;  fince  the  multitude  will  be 
determined  in  favour  of  that  which  contributes  to  their  own  happinefs, 
and  not  biaffed  by  the  petulant  opinions  of  a  few  prejudiced  or  ill- 
meanino-  citizens.  There  is  not  a  more  certain  mark  of  an  ill-deficrn-  ,  . 
ing  or  impotent  adminiflration,  than  attempts  to  reftrain  the  liberty  of  ^ 
fpeaking  or  writing.  Virtue  in  high  places  is  fure  to  gain  the  univcr- 
fal  plaudit  of  mankind. 

f  The  cafe  that  Mr.  Selden  refers  to  is  the  trial  of  Sir  Giles  Mom- 
peffon,  a  member  of  the  Commons  houfe. 
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Ann.  1628.  towards  his  officers  charges.  The  petitioner  refufing  to 
pay,  was  firfl  fet  in  the  (locks,  and  after,  by  the  lord 
Lambert,  committed  to  a  public  prifon.  Amongfl  the 
number  of  complaints  that  were  brought  before  the 
Commons  this  feflions,  one  was   preferred  againft  the 

Journals  of    lord-dcputy  of  Ireland  and  others,  for  appropriating  the 

Commons,  ^  r     ^  •   •  ^i     •  r      ait 

vol.1. p.pji.  eftate  of  the  petitioner  to  their  own  ufes*. 

*  The  following  black  tranfaftion  will  ferve  as  a  fpeeimen  of  the 
kind  of  barbarity  and  injuftice  pradifed  at  this  time  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland.  Sir  Richard  Graham,  an  officer  in  the  army,  gdt  poflef- 
fion  of  part  of  the  lands  of  Phelim  Mac  Pheagh  Byrne,  lord  of  the 
Byrne's  territory.  On  commiflloners  having  been  appointed  by  James 
to  examine  into  this  affair,  Graham  put  a  flop  to  their  proceedings  by 
undertaking  to  prove,  that  the  crown  was  entitled  to  the  lands ;  and  a 
commilTion  was  eafily  obtained,  that  empowered  him,  and  others  in 
his  intereft,  to  enquire  into  the  faid  pretended  title.  Sir  William  Par- 
fons  got  the  lord-deputy's  warrant  to  put  him  in  poflelTion  of  part  of 
the  lands,  and  fued  Bryan,  thefon  of  Phelim,  in  the  Exchequer  forthofe 
of  which  he  ftill  retained  the  poflelTion.  Bryan  maintaining  his  right, 
he  and  his  brother,  on  the  information  of  fuborned  witnefles,  were, 
on  March  13,  1623,  committed  clofe  prifoners  to  Dublin-caftle.  One 
of  thele  having  refufed  to  be  an  evidence,  was  cruelly  tortured  till 
he  confented  to  accufe  the  two  brothers.  On  the  information  of  thele 
witnefles,  two  bills  were  preferred  againft  them.  Two  feveral  grand- 
juries,  not  finding  the  bills,  were  profecuted  in  the  Star-chamber,  and 
fined.  On  king  Charles's  fending  an  order  to  the  lord-deputy  to  pafs 
the  lands  to  Phelim  and  his  fon,  a  new  profecution  was  fet  on  foot. 
The  two  brothers  were  committed  clofe  prifoners  to  the  Caftle  of  Dub- 
lin, loaded  with  irons,  without  any  diet  from  the  crown,  or  leave  for 
any  friend  to  vifit  and  relieve  them.  The  whole  family  was  involved 
in  one  common  accufation  of  keeping  company  with,  and  relieving  Mar- 
rogh  Baccogh  Kevenagh,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  rebellion.  Eight 
men,  who  had  incurred  the  penalty  of  the  law,  were  the  witnefles.  A 
grand-jury,  confiftingof  men  interefted  in  the  profecution,  was  impannelied 
to  try  Phelim  and  his  family.  They  found  the  bill  •,  yet  other  witnefles 
were  necefl*ary  to  the  trial  of  the  parties :  to  obtain  thefe  very  illegal  powers 
were  exerted.     People  were  tried  and  condemned  by  martial  law,  at  a 
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TAe  Kmg*s  decIaration.^^^-'^Proclamation,  ■  \Proceedings  againjl 
the  members  of  parliament  .^-^^^Death  and  character  of  Sir  John 
Elliot,  Peace  with  France, ---^•^-^Peace  with  Spain.  Eng^ 
lijh  conful  infulted.—^~^Tonnage  and  poundage  levied  with  rigor* 

'Affairs  of  Ireland. ^—•'.-^Meafures  to  advance  the  hierarchy. 

'Perfecution  of  minijlers  .^^■.--^Leightori  s  cruel  ufage.  In^ 
novations  in  religious  ceremonies.  A5ls  of  power,— ^^^Impoji^ 
tions  and  monopolies.     <    Affairs  of  Germany,     1    Proclamations, 

ASls  of  power  * 

'T^HE  violence  ufed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Ann.  iSas. 
*     the  commitment  of  the  members  during  the  fitting 
of  parliament,  were  outrages  refulting  from  the  deter- 
minations taken  previous  to  its  meeting,  by  the  interefted 
individuals  that  compofed  the  cabinet  and  privy-councils. 

time  when  the  courts  of  juftice  were  fitting :  Ibme  of  thefe  were  exe- 
cuted, and  publickly  declared,  that  they  came  to  that  fate  becaufe  they 
could  not  accufe  Phelim  and  his  fons.  The  friends  of  the  perfecuted 
gentlemen  made  application  in  their  behalf  to  the  king  and  council  ia 
England  :  the  chief  of  thefe  friends  who  thus  interpofed  was  Sir  Fran- 
cis Annefly,  afterwards  Lord  Mountnorris.  And  this  is  the  ground  of 
the  imputation  laid  upon  him  by  Clarendon,  of  being  an  enemy  to 
the  deputies  of  Ireland.  A  commiflion  was  direfted  to  the  lord-pri- 
mate of  Ireland,  the  lord-chancellor,  the  archbifiiop  of  Dublin,  the 
lord-chief.juftice,  and  Sir  Arthur  Savage,  who  taking  the  depofitions 
of  a  great  number  of  witnefles,  the  truth  of  the  above-mentioned  cir- 
cumftances  fully  appeared.  This  reftored  the  gentlemen  to  their  liberty, 
but  not  to  their  eftates ;  a  confiderable  part  whereof  had  been,  during 
their  imprifonment,  paflfed  to  Sir  William  Parfons,  by  a  patent  dated 
t!ie  4  Auguft,  4  Car.  Carte's  Hift.  of  the  Life  of  James,  Duke  ofOrmond, 
fol.  1736.  p.  27,  6?  feq^. 
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Ann.  i6z8.    Of  this  noxious  tiibc,  Laud,  Neile,  and  Wefton,  the  trea- 
furer,  had  mod  to  dread  from  the  enfuing  feffion.     Laud 
in   his  Diary  tells  us,  that   the   parliament  broken  up 
Laud'sDiary,  March  I  0th  laboured  his  ruin.     Wefton  was  particularly 
of ht L?fc!by  marked  by  Sir  John  Elliot  as  the  objed  of  an  intended 
rrynncp.is.  pj-Q^g^^tion.     It  is  faid  that  the  King,  as  he  was  difrob- 
ing  after  the  diilblution  of  the  parliament,  with  much 
paflion  vowed,  that  he  would  never  put  on  thofe  robes 
again.    The  court-parafites  every  where  declaimed  againft 
the  refpedlable  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  an  aflembly  of 
pragmatical,  fadious  demogogues  j  and  the  noble  fenti- 
ments  of  Liberty,  which   had  animated  their  proceed- 
ings, were  not  at  this  time  fo  generally  difFufed  as  to 
afFedl  the  public  with  a  confternation  equal  to  their  im- 
minent danger,  in  being   expofed   to   the   unreftrained 
power  of  a  projecting,  wicked  miniftry.     It  is  affirmed, 
that  the  courtiers  at  firft  were  fuccefsful  in  their  endea- 
vours, to  make  the  vulgar  believe,  that  the  Commons 
Guth    8  6.  were  the  aggreflbrs,  after  the  King  had  pafled  the  Petition 
of  Right.  Notwithftanding  this  difcouragement,  together 
with  the  lofs  of  that  adive  patriot.  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
through  difability    from  age   and    infirmities,  and   Sir 
Thomas  Wentworth,  through  the  means  of  bribery,  the 
\     oppofition  kept  firm.  They  were  compofed  of  the  greateft 
men  England  ever  produced ;  well-founded  in  their  prin- 
ciples ;  poflefTed  of  almoft  all  the  polite  learning  that 
was   in  the  nation  ;  intrepid  in  their  condudl,  from  a 
convidlion  of  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe ;  united  in  their 
counfels,  from  the  fmcerity  of  their  intentions  ;  and  not 
to  be  diverted  by  any  difficulties  from  purfuing  the  laud- 
able end  they  aimed  at. 

So  MB 


Some  people  of  the  lower  fort,  warm  in  the  intereft  Ann.  1628. 
of  the  party,  a  few  days  after  the  diflblution  of  the  par-  ^ouTp.662. 
liament,  threw  two  papers  into  the  dean  of  St.  Paul's 
yard  ;  one  againft.  Laud,  to  this  effisdl:  "  Laud,  look  to 
ihyfelf ;  be  affiired  thy  life  is  fought,  as  thou  art  the 
fountain  of  all  wickednefs.  Repent  of  thy  monftrous 
fins  before  thou  be  taken  out  of  the  world  ;  and  afliire 
thyfelf,  neither  God  nor  the  world  can  endure  fo  vile  a 
counfellor  or  whifperer  to  live."  The  other,  againft  the 
treafurer  Wefton,  was  to  the  fame  purpofe. 


Charles  attempted  to  vindicate  to  the  p\:blic  his  il- 
legal violent  condud  in  a  declaration,  fetting  forth  his 
reafons  for  diflblving  the  parliament.  They  were  frivo- 
lous and  weak,  full  of  afTertions  of  his  upright  inten- 
tions, without  reconciling  one  of  his  meafures  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  or  the  Petition  of  Right ;  re- 
plete with  abufive  accufations  of  the  patriot  party  in  the 
lower  houfe;  whilft  the  matter  of  the  accufations  fliews, 
that  the  grievances  of  the  nation  could  no  otherwife  be 
redrefled  than  by  the  fpirited  exertion  which  it  condemns. 
He  acknowledges,  that  tonnage  and  poundage  was  ever 
enjoyed  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  therefore  it 
was  agreeable  to  his  kingly  honour  to  take  it  without 
the  authority  of  parliament.  The  Commons  were  charged 
with  not  obeying  the  adjournment  immediately,  and  the 
King's  power  in  that  point  fuppofed  to  be  incontefta- 
ble  *.     There  is  no  mention  of  the  immediate  caufe  of 

*  The  power  of  adjonrning,  tlio'  it  had  not  been  formerly  difputed, 
was  a  point  of  privilege  that  the  Commons  had  by  no  means  given  np 
to  the  crown :  thtir  right  had  been  afiertcd  by  feveral  of  the  popular 
members,  and  never  contradided  by  a  refolucion  of  the  houfe. 
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Ann.  1628.  their  non-compliance;  viz.  a  manifeft  breach  of  the 
freedom  of  parliament,  in  the  fpeaker's  refufing,  by  the 
King's  exprefs  command,  to  put  the  queftion.  The  de- 
claration finifhes  with  an  affurance  of  good  govern- 
ment ;  but  that  to  depend  on  the  King,  and  not  in  the 
llrength,  vigor,  and  goodnefs  of  the  laws,  to  oppofe  a  bad 
one.  If  Charles's  mofl  inveterate  enemy  had  penned  an 
acrimonious  libel  on  his  adminiftration,  it  could  not 
more  fully  have  ferved  the  purpofe  of  fowing  the  feeds 
of  difcontent,  jealoufy,  and  refentment,  than  this  impolitic 
endeavour  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people  to  his  ty- 
rannical prctenfions. 

The  Commons  not  having  been  called  up  on  the  dif- 
Rufhworth.  folution  of  the  parliament,  a  proclamation  was  ifTued 
voi.i.p.66o.  (Q  give  notice  to  all  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
knights,  citizens,  burgefles,  and  others  concerned  in  the 
parliament,  that  they  might  depart  about  their  needful 
affairs,  without  attending  any  longer  in  London.  The 
declaration  fetting  fonh  the  rcafons  for  diffolving  the 
parliament  had  an  effccfl  fo  different  from  its  intended 
purpofe,  that  the  people  murmured  highly  for  another  j 
and  faid,  if  there  was  not  one  prefently  called  all  things 
would  be  unfettlcd,  and  out  of  order.  On  this  a  pro- 
clamation was  iffued  for  fupprcffmg  fuch  difcourfes  ; 
that  it  was  prcfum prion  in  any  to  prefcribe  any  time  to 
his  majclly  for  parliaments,  the  calling,  continuing,  and 
diffolving  them,  being  always  in  the  King's  own  power*; 
that  his  majefty  will  be  more  inclinable  to  meet  his 

♦  Never  was  there  a  more  barefaced  av5l  of  tyranny  than  this  prohi- 
bition, fopported  by  an  aflcrtion  fo  notorioufly  falfe ;  the  people,  by  two 
ftatutcs  then  in  force,  having  a  right  to  demand  an  annual  parliament. 

parliament 
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parliament  again,  when  his  people  fliall  fee  more  clearly  Ann.  1628. 
into  his  intentions  and  adtions  j  when  fuch  as  have  bred 
this  interruption  fliall  receive  their  condign  punifliment, 
and  thofe  who  are  mis-led  by  them,  and  fuch  ill  reports 
as  are  raifed  upon  this  occafion,  fhall  come  to  a  better 
underftanding  of  his  majefty  and  themfclves  *. 

Charles  was  now  determined  to  govern  entirely  by 
his  council,  and  to  raife  money  by  his  prerogative.     To 
juftify  his  proceedings  againft  the  imprifoncd  and  ab- 
fconded  members,    the  judges  were   affembled  on  the  A""*  '^'5* 
twenty-fifth  of  April,  and  certain  refolutions  f  extorted 

*  The  courtiers  were  fo  emboldened  by  the  King's  openly  avowing 
an  intention  to  call  no  parliaments  till  the  people  were  rendered  fub- 
miflive  to  his  will,  that  one  Atkinfon  having  fued  a  fervant  of  the  King, 
the  earl  of  Montgomery,  the  lord- chamberlain,  committed  him  for  hav- 
ing done  it  without  his  leave.  Atkinfon  was  delivered  on  his  Habeas 
Corpus  •,  and  that  very  day  Montgomery  again  committed  him,  in  con- 
tempt of  the  court.  Hyde  denied  to  grant  a  warrant  for  another  Habeas 
Corpus,  but  it  was  obtained  from  the  reft  of  the  judges.  Before  its  re- 
turn, Atkinfon  was  difcharged  from  prifon.     Wbitlockj  p.  13. 

-f-  The  qucftions  put  by  the  attorney-general,  and  didated  by  Laud, 

with  the  refolutions  of  the  judges. 

To  the  queftion,  "  Whether  if  any  fubjeft  hath  received  probable 
information  of  any  treafon,  or  treacherous  attempt  againft  the  King 
and  ftate,  that  fubjeft  ought  not  to  make  known  to  the  King,  or  his 
majefty's  commiflloners,  when  thereunto  he  (hall  be  required,  what  in- 
formation he  (hall  receive,  and  the  grounds  thereof,  to  the  end  that  the 
King,  being  truly  informed,  may  prevent  the  danger  ?  And  if  the  faid 
fubjedt  in  fuch  cafe  ftiall  rcfufe  to  be  examined,  or  to  anfwer  the  qucf- 
tions which  fliall  be  farther  demanded  of  him,  for  farther  enquiry  and 
difcovery  of  the  truth,  whether  it  be  not  a  high  contempt  in  him,  pu- 
nifliable  in  the  Star  chamber,  as  an  offence  againft  the  general  juftice 
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Ann.  1629.   from  them,  calculated  not  only  to  juftify  the  proceedings 
of  the  miniftiy,  but  to  awe  any  future  parliament  from 

The  judges  anfwered,  that  it  was  an  offence  punifhable  as  aforefaid ; 
fo  that  it  did  not  concern  himfelf,  but  another,  nor  draw  him  to  dan- 
ger of  treaibn  or  contempt  by  his  anfwer. 

"  Whether  it  be  a  good  anfwer  or  excufe,  being  thus  interrogated,  to 
fay,  that  he  was  a  parliament- man  when  he  received  this  information, 
and  that  he  fpake  thereof  in  the  parliament-houfe  i  and  therefore,  the 
parliament  being  now  ended,  he  refufed  to  anfwer  to  any  fuch  queftions 
but  in  the  parliament-houfe  ? " 

The  judges  gave  a  private  anfwer  to  Mr.  Attorney,  that  fuch  an  ex- 
cufe was  in  nature  of  a  plea,  and  not  an  error  of  judgment  j  therefore 
not  punilhable  till  over-ruled. 

"  Whether  a  parliament-man,  committing  an  offence  againft  the  King 
or  council,  not  in  a  parliament-way,  might,  after  the  parliament  ended, 
be  punilhed  ? " 

The  judges  anfwered,  he  might,  if  he  be  not  punifhed  for  it  in 
parliament.  They  agreed,  that  he  could  not  regularly  be  compelled, 
out  of  parliament,  to  anfwer  things  done  in  parliament  in  a  parlia- 
mentary courfe;  but  it  was  otherwife  where  things  were  done  exorbi- 
tantly, for  thofe  were  not  the  ads  of  a  court. 

"  Whether  if  one  parliament-man  alone  fliall  refolve,  or  two  or  three 
(hall  covertly  confpire,  to  raife  falfe  flanders  and  rumours  acrainft  the 
lords  of  the  council  and  judges,  not  with  intent  to  queftion  them  in  a 
legal  courfe,  or  in  a  parliamentary  way,  but  to  blaft  them,  and  to 
bring  them  to  hatred  of  the  people,  and  the  government  into  con- 
tempt, he  be  punilhable  in  the  Star-chamber  after  the  parliament  be 
ended  ? " 

The  judges  anfwered,  that  the  fame  was  punifhable  out  of  parlia- 
ment, as  an  offence  exorbitant  committed  in  parliament,  beyond  the 
office,  and  befides  the  duty,  of  a  parliament-man. 

To  the  following  queftion  put  by  Mr,  Attorney,  *«  whether  if  a  par- 
liament-man, by  way  of  digreffion,  and  not  upon  any  occafion  arifmg 
.  concerning  the  fame  in  parliament,  fhall  fay,  the  lords  of  the  council 
and  the  judges  had  agreed  to  trample  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed, 
and  the  privilege  of  parliament,  he  were  punifhable  or  not  ? "  the  judges 
defired  to  be  fpared  to  make  any  anfwer,  bccaufe  it  concerned  them- 
felves  in  particular.     RuJhwGrth^  vol.  I.  p.  662,  ^  fei. 

difputing 


difputing  the  will  of  the  court.     Judge  Whitlock,  not-  Ann.  1629. 
withflanding  that  he  gave  his  afTent  with  the  reft  of  his  p.  13. 
brethren,  faid,  if  Laud  went  on  to  get  previous  determi- 
nations to  juftify  all  his  arbitrary  meafures,  he  would 
kindle  a  flame  in  the  nation.     Chambers,  for  the  words  ^'{^'^®"i''« 

'  TOl.l.  p.  070* 

he  had  fpoken  at  the  council-board,  that  the  merchants  *f«i- 
in  England  were  more  fcrewed  up  than  in  Turkey,  was 
fined  in  the  Star-chamber  2000  1.  and  to  acknowledge 
his  offences  at  the  council-board,  the  Star-chamber  bar, 
and  the  Exchange.  Notwithftanding  his  plea  that  thefe 
words  were  only  fpoken  in  the  prefence  of  the  privy- 
council,  and  not  abroad  to  ftir  up  difcord  amongft  the 
people,  and  with  no  other  view  than  to  introduce  his 
juft  complaints  againft  the  inferior  officers,  the  fine  was 
thought  very  moderate  by  this  court :  fome  of  the  mem- 
bers voted  it  to  be  3000  1.;  of  this  number  was  bifhop 
Laud.  When  the  draught  of  the  fubmiflion  was  read 
to  Chambers,  he  thus  fubfcribed  it :  "  All  the  abovefaid 
contents  and  fubmiffions,  I  Richard  Chambers,  do  utterly 
abhor  and  deteft,  as  moft  unjuft  and  falfe ;  and  never 
till  death  will  acknowledge  any  part  thereof  *."  Cham- 
bers put  in  a  plea  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  againft 
paying  the  fine  ;  that  the  faid  fine  was  impofed  by  the 
King  and  the  council,  and  not  by  a  legal  judgment  of 
his  peers,  nor  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  nor  according  to 
the  manner  of  his  offence,  nor  faving  his  merchandize, 
&c.     To  this  plea  he  annexed  a  petition  to  the  lord- 

*  The  fubftance  of  the  fubmiflion  was  as  follows :  That  Richard  Cham- 
bers having  been  convented  before  the  lords  and  others  of  his  majefty*s 
moft  honourable  privy-council-board,  did  then  and  there,  in  infolenr, 
contemptuous,  and  fcditious  manner,  falfcly  and  malicioufly  fay  and 
affirm,  &c.     Rujhworth^  vol.  I.  p.  672. 
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Ann.  1629.  chief-baron,  and  the  other  barons,  humbly  defiring  the 
filing  the  plea,  with  other  reafons,  in  the  manner  of  a 
motion  at  the  bar,  becaufe  council  would  not  move, 
plead,  nor  fet  hand  to  it.  On  the  reprefentation  of  Mr. 
Attorney,  that  this  plea  was  frivolous,  infufficient,  and 
derogatory  to  the  honour  and  jurifdidtion  of  the  Star- 
chamber,  the  court  over-ruled  it,  and  the  petitioner  was 
imprifoned  fix  years  for  not  fubmitting  to  the  fentence 
of  the  court. 

Proceedings  Qn  Eaftcr-Tcrm  Mr.  Stroud  and  Mr.  Long,  two  of  the 
Sberl  of  imprifoned  members,  brought  their  Habeas  Corpus  to  be 
parliament,    ^^jj^-^^^^  ^q  j^^ji      The  judgcs,  intimidated  by  a  warrant 

the  King  had  fent  under  his  own  hafnd  for  their  deten- 
tion, remanded  them  *  ;  but  before  the  next  term  they 


Whitlock, 
P-I3- 


•  Mr.  Aflc  of  the  Inner-Tcmplc  was  of  council  for  Mr.  Stroiide, 
and  Mr.  Mafon  of  Lmcoln*s-Inn  for  Mr.  Long.  Mr.  Long  argued, 
that  the  words  in  the  warrant,  "  notable  contempts  againft  our  govern- 
ment, and  ftirring  up  fcdition  againft  us,"  were  too  indefinite  and  ge- 
neral for  the  prifoners  to  be  remanded  on  fuch  a  return;  that  there 
were  in  the  law  many  contempts  of  diftlrent  natures,  which  had  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  punifhment :  every  contempt  made  to  the  King  was 
notable  againft  our  government  -,  and  that  it  appeared  not  to  the  court 
of  what  nature  the  contempts  mentioned  in  the  King's  warrants  were ; 
that  befides,  the  King  cannot  imprifon  any  man,  becaufe  no  a6bion  of 
falfe  imprifonment  lies  againft  the  King  •,  that  there  were  no  fuch 
words  in  the  law-books  as  SefUrion,  but  taken  adjedively,  as  feditious 
books,  feditious  news,  &c. ;  that  in  the  ftatute  of  the  firft  and  fecond 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  the  penalty  impofed  on  fuch  fedition  is  but  a 
fine.  Here  Mr.  Afk  qu  ted  law-cafes,  to  fiiew  that  a  general  accu- 
fation  of  a  mutinous  and  feditious  man  was  not  adjudged  aflionable. 
Mr.  Mafon  faid,  he  would  not  argue  the  firft  warrant  committed  by 
the  Kin<»  and  privy-council,  becaufe  the  infuificiency  of  fuch  a  return 
was  claimed  as  an  ancient  right  pertaining  to  the  fubject  in  the  Petition 
of  Right,  whereto  the  iving  had  given  his  confent.     For  the  fecond 
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fent  a  letter  to  the  King,  in  which  they  reprefented,  that  Ann.  1629. 
by  their  oaths   they  were   to  bail  the   prifoners  ;  but  vo].l'^'66s, 

&feq. 

warrant,  for  ftirring  up  fedition  againft  us  and  our  government :  Sedi- 
tion is  not  any  determined  offence  within  our  law.  Our  law  gives  de- 
finitions and  defcriptions  of  other  offences ;  to  wit,  of  treafon,  mur- 
der, felony,  &c.  but  there  is  no  crime  in  our  law  called  Sedition.  Be- 
fore the  ftatute  of  Ed.  III.  cap.  2,  it  was  not  clear  enough  what  was 
treafon,  what  not ;  by  which  ftatute  it  is  declared  what  ftiall  be  faid 
treafon ;  and  that  the  judge  fliall  not  declare  any  thing  to  be  treafon 
that  is  not  contained  within  the  faid  ftatute  -,  and  that  ftatute  fpeaks 
not  of  fedition  ;  nor  the  ftatute  of  the  firft  of  Hen.  IV.  cap.  10,  which 
makes  fome  things  treafon  that  are  not  contained  within  the  faid  fta- 
tute of  23  Ed.  III.  The  ftatute  of  1  Ed.  VI.  cap.  12,  takes  away  all 
intervening  ftatutes  which  declared  new  treafons ;  and  the  faid  adb  de- 
clares other  things  to  be  treafon,  but  mentions  not  Sedition.  Sedition 
is  the  quality  of  an  offence,  and  is  oftentimes  taken  adverbially  or  ad- 
jedively.  Here  Mr.  Mafon  quoted  law-cafes  to  prove,  that  fedition 
was  never  taken  as  a  fubftantive ;  and  alleged,  that  the  prefent  cafe 
was  clearly  within  the  Petition  of  Right,  in  which  Magna  Charta  and 
the  ftatutes  of  the  25  and  28  Ed.  III.  were  recited.  The  grievance 
there  was,  that  divers  have  been  imprifoned  without  any  caufe  ftiewn 
to  which  they  might  make  anfwer  according  to  law  ;  and  upon  this 
return  nothing  appeared  to  be  objeded  to  which  he  might  make  an- 
fwer. It  appears  not  what  that  a6t  which  is  called  Sedition  is.  This 
is  the  grief  intended  to  be  remedied  by  that  ftatute.  To  this  he  can- 
not anfwer  according  to  law  :  It  appears  not  whether  this  were  a  fedi- 
tious act,  trefpafs,  or  flander,  or  what  it  was  at  all.  Serjeant  Barcklay 
argued  for  the  King,  that  the  return  was  fufficient  in  law  to  detain 
them  in  prifon  -,  that  the  cafe  was  not  fo  general  as  it  had  been  made, 
but  particular  upon  this  particular  return.  To  the  objection,  that  the 
commitment  was  by  the  lords  of  the  privy-council,  and  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  the  caufe  by  the  King — That  the  lords  of  the  council  do  it  by 
t[ie  command  of  the  King,  and  they  only  purfued  his  command.  To 
the  objedlion,  that  Markham  faid  to  king  Edward  IV.  that  he  cannot 
arreft  a  man  for  fufpicion  of  treafon  or  felony,  becaufe  if  he  do  wrong 
the  party  cannot  have  his  aftion — That  the  book  there  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  a  wrongful  arreft,  for  there  is  fpoken  of  an  aftion  of  falfc 
imprifonment  -,  and  a  wrongful  arreft  cannot  be  made  by  the  King; 
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thought  fit,  before  they  did  it,  or  publiflied  their  opi- 
nions therein,  to  inform  his  majefty  thereof,  and  hum- 
bly to  advife  him,  as  had  been  done  by  his  noble  pro- 
genitors ia  the  like  cafe,  to  fend  a  diredion  to  his  juf- 
lices  of  the  bench  to  bail  the  prifoners.  Charles  told 
the  judges,  that  he  was  diflatisfied  with  the  contents  of 
their  letter,  and  ordered  them  to  take  no  ilep  in  bailing 
the  prifoners  till  they  had  advifed  with  the  judges  of  the 
other  benches.  During  this  delay,  the  prifoners  were 
removed  into  other  prifon-. ;  the  King  fending  a  letter  to 
the  judges  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  removal  was  occa- 
fioned  by  their  mfolent  carriage  at  the  bar  of  the  Star- 
chamber,  and  at  the  bar  of  the  King's-Bench  *. 

To  the  obje(flion,  that  the  return  was  general  and  uncertain — That  the 
council  of  the  other  fide  had  divided  the  words  of  the  return.     Nota- 
ble was  a  word  obfervable  in  the  law  j  and  that  though  fedition  in  it- 
felf  might  be  a  general  offence,  yet  fedition  againft  us  and  our  go- 
vernment made  it  particular ;  that  there  were  many  writs  more  uncer- 
tain than  this  return,  and  yet  good ;  that  the  writ  concerning  the  tak- 
ing an  apoftate  was  general,  yet  there  were  feveral  forts  of  apoflacies  -, 
that  on  the  writ  concerning  the  remove  of  lepers  the  words  were  ge- 
neral, yet  there  were  two  kinds  of  lepers.     To  the  objedion,  that  by 
the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  111.  the  parliament  ought  only  to  determine  what 
was  trealbn,  what  not — That  upon  the  laid  ilatute  the  pofitive  law  had 
always  made  explication  and  expofition.     It  was  fit  to  rellrain  the  pri- 
foners of  their  liberty,  that  the  commonweahh  might   not  be  damni- 
fied.    It  was  lawful  to  pull  down  a  houfc  to  prevent  the  fpreading  mif- 
chief  of  fire.     It  was  lawful  to  reftrain  a  furious  man.     RuJhiL'ortb^ 
vol.1.  Appendix,  p.  i?»  ^  M' 

•  The  firft  day  of  Trinity-Term,  Mr.  Selden  having  been  brought 
on  an  Habeas  Corpus  to  the  bar  of  the  King's- Bench,  Mr.  Littleton 
argued,  that  the  caufe  of  the  return  being  the  fam.e  which  had  been 
brought  with  the  other  prifoners,  it  was  infufficient,  and  againft  the 
Petition  of  Right ;  that  in  the  warrant  of  the  King,  as  certified  by 
tht  return,  there  was  not  a  fufficient  caufe  for  detaining  the  prifoner. 
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It    was   not   till  Michaelmas -Term    following,    that  Ann.  1629. 
Charles  was  brought  to  confent  that  the  prifoners  (hould 

For  the  firft  part  of  it,  "  For  notable  contempts  by  him  committed 
againft  ourfelf  and  our  government."     For  contempts,  all  contempts 
are  againft  the  King  mediately  or  immediately,  and  againft  his  govern- 
ment.    Notable  is  all  one  with  notorious  and  manifeft,  as  appears  by 
the  ftatute  of  Weftminfter  i,  cap.  15,  and  26  Ed.  III.  71.     Notable  is 
but  an  emphatical  expreftion  of  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  alters  it 
not.     "  Againft  us.'*     All  riots,  routs,  batteries,  and  trcfpaftes,  are 
againft  us,  and  againft  our  crown  and  dignity.     Contempt  againft  our 
court  of  juftice  is  a  contempt  againft  us.     But  if  the  return  were,  that 
he  was  committed  for  a  contempt  made  in  Chancery,  the  party  fliall 
be  bailed,  as  it  was  refolved  in  this  court  in  Michael  Apfley's  cafe, 
and  in  Rufwell's  cafe,  13  Jac.     Mr.  Littleton  quoted  a  good  many 
ftatutes  and  law-cafes  to  prove,  that  fedition  was  not  an  offence  of  it- 
felf,  but  the  aggravation  of  an  offence ;  and  no  indidment  was  ever 
feen  of  fedition  fingly  by  itfelf  on  the  entire  return.    He  faid,  the  King 
joined  fedition  with  notable  contempts,  mentioned  in  the  firft  part. of 
the  return,  fo  that  it  made  it  but  a  contempt.     Here  Mr.  Littleton 
quoted  the  cafe  of  Peter  Ruffel,  in  the  9  Ed.  III.  who  was  bailed  on  a 
return  of  having  committed  divers  feditions  againft  the  lord  the  king. 
«*  It  has  been  affirmed,  faid  Mr.  Littleton,  that  there  can  be  no  con- 
vidion  as  this  cafe  is,  therefore  there  ought  to  be  coercive  power  to 
reftrain  the  prifoners.     This  is  ftrange  news  to  me,  that  there  ftiall  be 
an  offence  for  which  a  man  cannot  be  convid.     If  there  be  no  con- 
vidion,  it  hence  follows  there  can  be  no  offence ;  and  if  there  be  no 
offence,  there  ought  by  confequence  to  be  no  puniftiment.     The  cafe 
of  the  14  Henry  VII.  8.  hath  been  objeded,  that  a  juftice  of  peace 
may  commit  rioters  without  bail.     I  confefs  it ;  for  thi«  is  by  force  of 
a  ftatute  that  ordams  it.     It  hath  been  objeded,  that  if  a  houfe  be  on 
fire,  it  is  lawful  to  pull  down  the  neighbour's  houfe  for  the  prevention 
of  farther  mifchief :  and  the  cafes  of  22  Aff.  and  22  Ed.  IV.  that  every 
man  may  juftify  the  coercion  of  a  madman.     I  anfwer,  that  thole  cafes 
are  true,  for  of  nccefllty,  and  no  other  evafion  :  but  here  bail  is  prof- 
fered, which  is  body  for  body.     Fire  is  fwift,  and  cannot  be  puniflied, 
and  no  caution  can  be  obtained  thereof.    But  obferve  the  true  inference 
and  confequence  of  this  argument:  If  my  houfe  be  on  fire,  my  neighs 
hour's  houfe  muft  be  pulled  down  :  Mr.  Selden  is  feditious  j  ergo,  Mr. 
.  ^^^^'  ^1'  L  Herbert, 
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Ann.  1629.    be  bailed,  provided  they  gave  fecurity  for  their  good  be- 
haviour.    This  was  a  point  of  law  in  favour  of  the 


Herbert,  his  neighbour,  muft  be  imprifoned.  It  hath  been  obje<5led, 
that  the  cafe  is  out  of  the  Petition  of  Right,  becaufe  in  this  return 
there  is  a  caufe  fhewed  ;  but  the  grievance  whereupon  the  Petition  of 
Right  was  framed  was  where  no  caufe  was  returned.  It  is  true  that 
the  orrievance  goes  no  farther  but  where  no  caufe  was  returned,  for 
that  was  the  grievance  at  that  time  -,  but  the  words  of  the  Petition  of 
Right  are  farther,  without  being  charged  with  any  thing  to  which  they 
might  make  anfwer  by  the  law,  which  implies,  that  fuch  caufe  ought 
to  be  contained  in  the  return,  which  being  put  into  an  indictment,  the 
party  may  have  his  anfwer  thereto.  It  was  objeded,  that  the  return 
Ihall  not  be  conftrued  and  expounded  by  fraftions.  I  anfwer  that  we 
need  not  make  fuch  an  expofition,  for  the  joint  conftrufbion  thereof 
makes  more  for  us  than  the  feveral,  as  is  fhewed  before.  It  has  been 
objected,  that  a  general  return  is  fufficicnt,  and  that  it  need  not  have 
terms  of  art  in  it,  as  an  indidment  ought  to  have.  Fdr  anfwer,  I 
confefs  it ;  but  I  affirm,  as  above,  that  a  return  ought  to  be  fo  parti- 
cular that  the  nature  of  the  offence  appear  out  of  it :  and  it  is  not  to 
be  compared  to  general  writs,  Apojiata  capiendo^  Idiota  examinandc,  Le- 
p-os  amGvendo,  and  the  like ;  for  thofe  writs  are  good  enough,  becaufe 
they  contain  the  very  matter.  It  hath  been  objected,  out  of  30  AfT. 
p.  19,  that  the  King  would  have  one  drawn  or  hanged  for  bringing 
into  England  the  bulls  of  the  Pope  -,  but  the  book  anfwers  itfelf,  for 
he  was  not  drawn  or  hanged.  The  ftatute  of  Weflminfter  was  objeft- 
cd ;  but  as  often  as  that  Itatute  is  objedted,  I  will  always  cry  out.  The 
Petition  of  Right,  the  Petition  of  Right,  as  the  king  of  France  cried 
out  nothing  but  France,  France,  when  all  the  feveral  dominions  of 
the  king  of  Spain  were  objeded  to  him.  I  will  remember  one  cafe, 
which  perhaps  may  be  objeded,  and  fo  conclude :  1 1  Rich.  II.  Parlia- 
ment-Roll 14,  in  the  printed  flatute,  cap.  3  and  5,  where  it  appears, 
that  divers  queftions  were  propounded  by  the  King  to  Trefilian  and 
Bealknap,  the  two  chief-juftices,  and  to  the  other  juflices;  one  of 
which  queflions  was.  How  they  are  to  be  punifhed  who  refifl  the  King 
in  exercifing  his  royal  power,  &c.  ?  The  anfwer  of  the  judges  was^ 
una  vocgy  that  they  are  to  be  punifhed  as  traitors  ;  and  2  Rich.  II.  cap. 
21,  this  opinion  was  confirmed  i  but  afterward,  in  the  i  Hen.  IV.  cap. 
3  and  4,  and  i  Hen.  IV.  in  the  Pari.  Rolls,  numb.  66  and  (>'j^  the 
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crown,  which   the  judicious  Mr.   Selden,  with  a  ^  fpirit  Ann.  1629. 
truly  magnanimous,  refufed  to  afTent  to,  fince  giving 

judges  being  queflioned  for  their  opinion  in  parliament,  they  anfwered, 
that  they  were  threatened  and  enforced  to  give  it,  and  that  they  were, 
in  truth,  of  the  contrary  opinion.  Bealknap  faid,  that  he  protefted 
aforehand  to  the  earl  of  Kent,  that  his  opinion  was  always  to  the  con- 
trary. The  parliament  was  not  content  with  thefe  excufes,  and  they 
were  all  adjudged  traitors." 

Sir  Miles  Hobart,  Benjamin  Valentine,  Denzil  Hollis,  Efqs-,  were 
at  the  bar  upon  an  Habeas  Corpus  diredted  to  the  feveral  prifons,  and 
their  council  was  ready  to  have  argued  the  cafe  j  but  the  fame  return 
being  made  for  them  as  was  made  for  Mr.  Selden,  they  all  agreed  to 
rely  upon  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged  by  Mr.  Littleton. 

Sir  Robert  Heath,  the  attorney- general,  argued,  that  the  return  was 
good,  and  that  the  prifoners  ought  not  to  be  bailed  ;  that  the  firfl  ge- 
neral warrant  by  command  of  the  lord  the  king  was  in  former  times 
held  a  very  good  return,  when  due  refped  and  reverence  was  given  to 
government — but,  tempora  mutantur  ;  that  this  return  was  not  weak- 
ened by  any  latter  opinion  :  for  notwithfbnding  that,  the  firfl  commit- 
ment of  a  man  might  be  general ;  for  fhould  the  true  caufe  be  revealed  ' 
to  the  gaoler,  the  complices  of  the  fadb  might  efcape  :  but  when  the 
caufe  was  returned  in  court,  more  certainty  was  requifite  •,  for  then,  as 
it  had  been  objeded,  fomething  ought  to  be  exprefTed,  to  which  the 
party  might  make  anfwer,  and  to  this  purpofe  the  Petition  of  Right 
had  been  much  infifted  on ;  but  the  law  was  not  altered  by  it,  but  re- 
mained as  it  did  before.  Here  Mr.  Attorney  ridiculoufly  and  treafonabljr 
afTerted,  that  the  King's  declaration  after  thepafTing  the  Petition  of  Right, 
that  he  had  granted  no  new,  but  only  confirmed  the  ancient  liberties  of  the 
fubjea,  rendered  it  not  effeftive  in  this  cafe;  and  he  fhould  confider  how 
the  law  was  taken  before  the  Petition.  "  It  feems,  faid  he,  that  there  is 
iuch  a  crime  contained  in  this  return,  which  is  a  good  caufe  for  de- 
taining  the  prifoner.  It  is  true,  that  it  was  confidently  urged  in  par- 
hament  in  3  Car.  that  general  returns  that  were  committed  by  the  lord 
the  King  were  not  good,  &c.  and  that  thofe  arguments  remain  as  mo- 
numents  on  record  m  the  upper  houfe  of  parliament ;  but  I  will  not 
admit  them  for  law  ;  but  I  will  remember  what  was  the  opinion  in  for- 
mer times."  Here  Mr.  Attorney  quoted  Newton,  and  faid,  that  the' 
contrary  opinion  was  grounded  on  Magna  Charta,  which  was  a  general 
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Ann.  1629.   ball  for  good  behaviour  was  a  punifhment,  and  im- 
plied an  offence,  that    yet    remained    to   be  tried   and 

law,  and  literally  had  no  fenfe  to  that  purpofe  -,  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  ufual  pradice  in  criminal  cafes,  in  which  the  imprifonment  was  al- 
ways lawful  until  the  trial,  although  made  by  a  juftice  of  peace  or  con- 
ftable.     Mr.  Attorney  quoted  law-cafes,  and  faid,  that  there  were  in- 
numerable precedents  to  this  purpofe ;  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  that 
court  in  3  Car.  that  the  law  was  not  altered  fince,  and  he  hoped  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  was  not  altered.     Mr.  Attorney  further  argued, 
that  fedition  was  a  word  well  known  in  the  law,  and  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence  j  that  out  of  the  ftatutes  enaded  againll  treafon,  it  appeared 
there  was  a  narrow  difference  between  it  and  treafon,  if  there  was  any 
at  all.     To  the  objedion,  that  the  gentlemen  had  been  a  long  time  im- 
prifoned,  and  no  proceeding  againft  them—"  It  is  well  known,  faid 
Mr.  Attorney,  there  have  been  fome  proceedings  againft  them,  and  they 
declined  them  ;  and  alfo,  more  than  three  months  is  requifite  for  the 
preparations  of  fuch  proceedings ;  and  the  King  intends  to  proceed 
againft  them  in  convenient  time.     If  any  injury  be  done  to  the  pri- 
foners,  they  themfelves  are  the  caufe  of  it,  for  not  fubmitting  them- 
fclves  to  the  King.     And  for  the  inftance  which  Mr.  Littleton  ufed,  of 
the  judges  in  the  2  Rich.  11.  although  they  fuffered  for  their  opinions 
given  to  the  King,  I  defire  that  the  time  when  their  opinion  was  de- 
livered may  be  confidered,  to  wit,  in  the  time  of  Rich.  II.  and  the  time 
when  they  fuffered,  to  wit,  in  the  time  of  Hen.  IV.     And  it  was  the 
feying  of  a  noble  gentleman,  the  lord  Egerton,  that  Bealknap  fuffered 
rather  by  the  potency  of  his  enemies,  than  the  greatnefs  of  his  offence. 
And  yet  it  is  to  be  confcffcd,  they  might  have  given  better  counfel : 
But  there  was  no  time  to  difpute  the  juftnefs  of  their  counfel,  when 
the  fword  was  in  the  hands  of  the  conqueror.     It  hath  been  relied 
upon  the  refolution  of  all  the  juftices  in  England  in  34  Eliz.  which  re- 
folution  is  now  regiftered  in  the  upper  houfe  of  parliament,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  Commons,  in  tertio  Carcli  regis  •,  but  I  leave  it  to  you,  as 
that  refolution  Ihall  fway  your  judgment.     The  faid  refolution  is,  that 
the  caufe  ought  to  be  certified  in  the  generality  or  fpeciallty  :  and  here 
the  creneral  caufe  is  certified  at  leaft,  if  the  fpecial  be  not  fo.     Upon 
the  whole  matter,  the  bailment  of  thefe  prifoners  is  left  to  your  di'.'cre- 
tion  i  and  I  have  Ihewed  to  you  the  difcretion  of  your  predeceffors  : 
and  if  any  danger  appear  to  you  in  their  bailment,  I  ani  confident  that 

ye 


proved  *.  The  reft  of  the  prifoners,  animated  by  Mr.  Ann.  1629. 
Selden's  example,  determined  to  defend  this  conftirutional 
point,  at  theexpence  of  their  perfonal  liberties.  On  their 
refufal  to  find  bail  for  their  good  behaviour,  they  were 
remanded  to  the  Tower,  and  an  information  lodged 
againft  them  in  the  King's-Bench  for  fedition  and  con- 

ye  will  not  bail  them  if  any  danger  may  enfue.  But  firft  you  are  to 
confult  with  the  King ;  and  he  will  fhew  you  where  the  danger  refts. 
Therefore,  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  pray  that  they  may  be  remanded. 

When  the  judges  were  ready  to  have  delivered  their  opinions  on  the 
errand  Habeas  Corpus  for  Mr.  Selden  and  others,  the  prifoners  were 
not  brought  to  the  bar,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  court :  therefore 
proclamation  was  made  for  the  keepers  of  the  feveral  prifons  to  bring 
in  their  prifoners.  None  of  them  appeared  but  the  marfhal  of  the 
King's-Bench,  who  faid  that  Mr.  Stroude,  who  was  in  his  cuftody,  was 
removed  yefterday,  and  put  in  the  Tower  of  London,  by  the  King's 
own  warrant.  And  fo  it  was  done  with  the  other  prifoners :  each  was 
removed  out  of  his  prifon  in  which  he  was  before.  Notwithftanding 
this,  it  was  prayed  by  the  council  of  the  prifoners,  that  the  court  would 
deliver  their  opinion  for  the  matter  in  law.  But  the  court  refufed  to  do 
that,  becaufe  it  was  to  no  purpofe ;  for  the  prifoners  being  abfent,  they 
could  not  be  bailed,  delivered,  or  remanded. 

The  laft  day  of  the  term,  a  letter  came  to  the  court  from  the  King 
himfelf,  to  inform  the  court  concerning  the  reafons  wherefore  the  pri- 
foners were  not  fuffered  to  come  at  the  day  appointed,  for  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  judges;  yet  that  Selden  and  Valentine  Ihould  appear  the 
next  day.  About  three  hours  after,  the  judges  received  other  letters, 
intimating  that  neither  Selden  nor  Valentine  (hould  appear.  Rujhwortby 
vol.  I.  Appendix^  p.  28,  i^  feq.     Rufcworth,  vol  I.  p.  680,  ^  feq, 

*  The  judges,  to  prevail  with  the  prifoners  to  affent  to  this  illegal 
demand,  alfured  them,  that  one  bail  ftiould  fuffice,  and  all  (hould  be 
written  on  one  piece  of  parchment.  They  were  every  one  fo  refolute 
in  their  denial,  that  when  Afhly,  the  king's  ferjeant,  offered  his  own 
bail  for  Mr.  Hollis,  who  had  married  his  daughter  and  heirefs,  the 
court  was  obliged  to  rejed  ir»  becaufe  Mr.  Hollis  refufed  to  be  bound 
in  the  obligation.    Baker's  Cbrcnicles,  p.  445.  Rvfiwortby  vol.  I.  p.  6Z^^ 
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Ann.  1629.  tempt ;  and  againft  Mr.  Long  for  that  he,  being  chofen 
fheriiF  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  and  by  his  oath  to  keep 
within  his  county,  unlefs  he  had  the  King's  licence  to 
the  contrary,  yet  he  did  come  to  parliament,  and  ferve 
as  a  member  there,  and  in  the  time  of  parliament  re- 
fided  out  of  his  county  *.  All  the  parties  under  profe- 
cution  excepted  to  the  jurifdicftion  of  the  court.  This 
exception  in  the  cafe  of  Long  was  treated  as  a  deroga- 
tion of  the  jurifdi(5tion  of  the  court :  He  was  fentenced 
to  be  committed  to  the  Tower,  there  to  remain  during 
the  King's  pleafure,  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  thoufand 
marks  to  the  King's  ufe,  and  to  make  humble  fubmif- 
fion  and  acknowledgment  of  his  offence,  both  in  the 
court  of  Star-chamber  and  to  the  King,  before  his  en- 
largement. 

•  Mr.  Long  had  been  profecuted  for  this  offence  in  the  Star- 
chamber.  His  plea  there  was,  that  the  oath  of  a  (heriff  to  refide 
in  his  county  does  not  exempt  him  from  obeying  the  king's  com- 
mand out  of  the  county,  when  the  king  requires  it ;  and  that  by 
the  king's  command  in  his  higheft  capacity,  he  being  chofen  a 
member  of  parliament,  was  obliged,  as  well  by  the  king's  command 
as  by  a  trull  repofed  in  him  by  his  county,  to  ferve  as  a  member  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Long's  council  might  have  added,  that  the  queftion  had,  in  Sir 
Edward  Coke's  cafe,  been  determined  in  favour  of  the  defendant ; 
fince  on  that  patriot's  having  been  made  high-fheriff  of  Buckingham- 
fhire,  to  impede  his  ferving  his  country  in  parliament,  he  had  never- 
thelefs  been  eleded  a  member,  and  his  eledion  had  been  refolved  to  be 
good  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  is  faid,  that  when  Mr.  Long's  council  pleaded  ancient  records  to 
exempt  members  of  parliament  from  the  jurifdifbion  of  that  court  in 
matters  concerning  the  parliament,  that  bifhop  Harfnet  rephed,  *'  Don't 
trouble  us  with  moth-eaten  precedents  j  we  fit  here  not  to  be  guided 
by  precedents,  but  to  make  them.'* 

To 


To  the  other  exceptions  againft  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Ann.  1625, 
court,  notwithftanding  that  the  council  for  the  prifoners  j^^j^^^^j,, 
had  proved,  that  there  never  was  a  precedent  of  fuch  voi.i.Appen. 
offences  having  been  punifhed  in  that  court,  where  any   ""' ^' ^^' 
plea  was  put  in,  the  judges  agreed,  that  the  court  had  Rufliworth, 

*  ,  Vy"  •  -i     •  vol.1,  p.  680.. 

jurifdidion,  though  the  offences  were  committed  m  par-  &  feq. 
liament ;  and  that  the  members  imprifoned  ought  to  anr- 
fwer  *.     They  ftill  refufing  to  plead  before  the  court, 
the  following  judgment  wa«  given  againft  them  upon  a. 
M^/7  Dicit : 

"  That  every  of  the  defendants  (hall  be  imprifoned 
during  the  King's  pleafure.     Sir  John  Elliot  to  be  im- 

•  The  four  judges  were,  the  lord-chief-juftice  Hide,  Whitlock, 
Crooke,  and  Jones.  Hide  gave  an  opinion,  that  offences  committed 
in  parliament  might  be  puniftied  out  of  parliament,  and  no  court  more 
proper  for  that  purpofe  than  the  court  of  King's-Bench.  Jones  ar- 
gued, that  the  privilege  of  parliament  did  not  hold  in  three  cafes  : 
treafon,  felony,  and  in  fuit  for  the  peace  -,  and  that  this  laft  was  the 
cafe  in  queftion.  To  thefe  arguments  Whitlock  added  the  following 
ridiculous  diftinftion  :  That  the  prefent  queftion  was  between  private 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  King,  and  not  between 
the  King  and  the  parliament  -,  that  that  which  is  done  in  parliament  by 
the  confent  of  all  the  houfe,  fhall  not  be  puniftied  elfewhere  ;  but  if 
any  private  members  put  off  the  perfons  of  judges,  and  cloath  them- 
felves  in  the  perfons  of  malefa6tors,  they  are  feditious.  Charles  faid 
of  Whitlock,  that  he  was  a  ftout,  wife,  and  a  learned  man,  and  one 
who  knew  what  belonged  to  uphold  magiftrates  and  magiftracy.    ^bii- 

Icck,    p.   II. 

Juftice  Crooke,  as  abfurd  as  Whitlock,  laid,  that  all  offences  againft. 
the  crown  were  to  be  puniftied  in  the  court  of  King's-Bench.     Indeed 
what  was  done  in  a  parliamentary  way  could  not  be  puniftied  there ; 
but  what  was  done  falfely  and  unlawfully  could  not  be  a  parliamentary 
courfc,  and  therefore  fuch  offences  were  puniftiable  out  of  parliament. 
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Ana.  1629.    prifoned  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  the  other  defen- 
dants in  other  prifons. 

«  That  none  of  them  (hall  be  delivered  out  of  prifon, 
until  he  give  fecurity  in  this  court  for  his  good  beha- 
viour, and  have  made  fubmiffion  and  acknowledgment 
of  his  offence. 

"  Si  II  John  Elliot,  inafmuch  as  we  think  him  the  great- 
eft  offender  and  ring-leader,  (hall  pay  to  the  King  a  fine 
of  two  thoufand  pounds ;  Mr.  Hollis  a  fine  of  two  thou- 
fand  marks  ;  and  Mr.  Valentine,  becaufe  he  is  of  lefs 
ability  than  the  reft,  (hall  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
pounds  *." 

♦  Whidock  informs  us,  that  about  this  time  fome  conftables,  and 
other  men  of  low  condition,  were  committed  by  the  council ;  and 
bringing  their  Habeas  Corpus,  were  removed  from  purfuivant  to  pur- 
fuivant,  and  could  have  no  benefit  of  the  law.  The  proceedings  of 
the  High-commifllon  court  were  carried  fo  high,  that  one  Huntly,  a 
parfon  in  Kent,  having  difobeyed  an  order  to  preach  a  vifitation-ler- 
mon,  was  committed  to  prifon  by  the  High-commifllon  court:  the  re- 
turn on  his  Habeas  Corpus  being  default  in  his  canonical  obedience,  he 
was  firfl  bailed,  and  afterwards  delivered  upon  this  reafon,  becaufe 
breach  of  canonical  obedience  is  an  offence  punifhable  by  the  ordinary, 
by  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  and  not  by  the  commiflioners  ecclefiaftical,  by 
fine  and  imprifonmcnt. 

Huntly  brought  his  aftion  againft  the  keeper,  and  fome  of  the  com- 
mifTioners  by  name.  The  attorney-general  moved,  that  the  aftion 
might  lay  againft  the  gaoler  only,  and  not  againft  any  of  the  perfons 
of  °he  High-commiflion.  The  court  ordered,  that  two  of  the  commif- 
fioners  fhould  anfwer.  Laud  infinuatcd  to  the  King,  that  it  would 
much  prejudice  the  authority  of  his  High-commiflion  court,  if  the 
judt^es  of  it  were  expofcd  to  perfonal  adions.  Charles  fcnt  his  advo- 
catei  Dr.  Ryves,  to  the  lord-chief-juftice,  requiring  him  to  proceed  no 
farther  in  the  caufe  till  he  had  fpokcn  with  him.     On  the  receipt  of 
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The  imprifonmcnt  of  thefe  illuftrious  fufferers  was  Ann.  1629. 
long,  their  treatment  under  confinement  rigorous  and 
cruel :  they  were  denied  the  ufe  of  pen  and  ink,  and, 
even  in  their  ficknefles,  all  communication  with  their 
wives  and  families.  Under  thefe  oppreflions  died  Sir 
John  Elliot,  It  is  the  peculiar  duty  of  hiftory  to  do  juf-  f  ^j**\?[j^'^ 
tice  to  injured  and  afperfed  virtue.  The  merits  of  Sir 
John  Elliot  demand  a  particular  attention,  as  the  firft 
martyr  to  the  pre-eminent  caufe  of  Liberty.  It  is,  per- 
haps, the  early  exit  of  this  undaunted  patriot  that  has 
left  his  memory  rather  a  prey  to  calumny,  than  diftin- 
guiflied  by  thofe  ftrong  lines  of  virtue  that  marked  the 
real  man.  Notwithftanding  the  pains  that  monarchical  Hischaraaer, 
writers  have  taken  to  wound  his  private  character,  they 
have  never  produced  a  fingle  anecdote  againft  him, 
grounded  on  any  good  hiftorical  proof.  In  his  public 
life,  he  eminently  appeared  an  independent  agent  for 
the  people,  a  faithful  truftee  of  that  facred  charge  com- 

the  mandate,  the  judges  came  to  a  refolution,  that  a  mefTage  which 
commanded  an  indefinite  ftay  of  a  caufe  between  party  and  party,  and 
might  ftop  the  courfe  of  juftice  as  long  as  the  King  would,  did  not 
ftand  with  their  oaths.  They  farther  declared  the  dodlor  to  be  no  fit 
meflenger,  all  meflages  from  the  King  to  them,  in  caufes  relating  to 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  being  ufuaily  by  the  lord-keeper,  or  the 
attorney-general.  On  this,  Charles  feat  for  the  judges,  and  laid  an 
exprefs  command  upon  them,  that  they  ftiould  not  put  the  commif- 
fioners  to  anfwer.  The  general  odium  excited  by  the  power  that  thefe 
ecclefiaftical  officers  had  aflumed,  changed  ths  fubmifllve  difpofitions 
of  the  judges :  they  ftoutly  replied  to  the  King,  "  That  they  could 
not,  without  breach  of  their  oaths,  perform  his  commands."  It  was 
determined  after  at  the  council-table,  that  the  judges  had  done  their 
duty,  and  that  the  commiflioners  ought  to  anfwer.  Kennefs  CoiVpUu 
Hijlory  of  England^  vol.  III.  p.  58.     JVhidock^  p.  1 2,  1 3. 
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Ann.  1629.   mitted  to  a  reprefentative  by  his  condiments,  an  intre- 
pid ailertor  of  the  privileges  of  parliament,  auid  a  zeal- 
ous defender  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje<5t ;  [determined 
in  his  oppofition  to  the  unconflitutional  preteniions  of 
the  crown,  and  the  arrogant  and  dangerous  encroach- 
Wood  Athc  ments  of  favourites  and  minifter$J  By  this  fteady,  manly 
fes!foL°edr  condudt,  he  gained  fo  much  of  the  efteem  and  confidence 
1721,  vol.  I.  q£  ^Y\c  public,  that  from  the  year  1618  to  the  year  1628 
CornwaU.     ^^  was  always  ele<5led  a  knight  of  his  county,  or  a  bur- 
gefs  for  fome  borough  therein,  to  ferve  in  all  parlia- 
ments.    The  enemies  to  his  virtues  would  infinuate,  that 
his  fpirited  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty  had  no  other 
fource  than  private  pique  to  Buckingham  ;  but  his  ani- 
mated  conduct   in   the  parliament   fucceeding   the   de- 
ceafe  of  that  favourite,  evidently  confutes  that  aflertion. 
He  poflefled  a  bold,  fpirited,  and  nervous  elocution,  a 
lively  imagination,  and  a  ready  wit  *.     He  was  a  more 

*  There  is  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  a  very  valuable  MSS.  entitled, 
"  The  Monarchy  of  Man,  a  treatife  philofophical  and  moral,  compofed 
by  Sir  John  Elliot,"  whilfl:  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower.  The  fame  ipirit 
of  liberty,  the  fame  juft  notions  of  government,  animated  the  writer  as 
animated  the  orator.  After  aflerting,  from  Theodofius  and  other  au- 
thorities, that  kings  are  fubjeft  to  laws,  he  obfcrves,  "  It  is  their  ma- 
jefty,  their  honor,  their  exaltation,  fo  to  be :  The  reafon  is,  that  the 
law  is  the  ground  of  all  authority ;  all  authority  and  rule  dependent  on 
the  law."  The  following  paflage  is  a  lively  pidure  of  the  miferable 
fervitude  of  the  times  in  which  Sir  John  Elliot  lived,  and  under  the  ty- 
ranny of  which  he  died,  with  the  fmall  profpedt  there  then  was  that 
this  country  would  ever  attain  to  that  glory  and  freedom  which  it  has 
fince  enjoyed.  "  The  qucftion,  whether  laws  have  an  influence  on 
princes,  is  a  queftion  involved  in  difficulties,  as  lying  within  that  myf- 
.  tery,  the  prerogative  of  kings,  which  is  a  point  fo  tender  it  will  hardly 
bear  the  mention :  we  may  not  handle  it  with  roughnefs,  left  it  reflc<5fc 
new  beams  of  terror  on  ourfclves.     If  we  turn  our  difquilition,  and 
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forward  leader  of  oppofition  than  any  of  his  cotempo-  Ann.  16Z9. 
raries,  and   the  mod  daring  champion  for  the  public 
caufe*." 

thus  ftate  it.  What  power  the  King  has  upon  the  laws  ?  there  is  fuch 
a  confluence  of  flattery  conducing  to  our  prejudice ;  fuch  labour  to 
make  a  monarchy  unlimited,  an  abfolutenefs  of  government  without 
rule ;  fo  much  aff^cdion,  or  corruption  rather,  fpecified ;  fuch  diftor* 
tion  and  perverfion  of  authorities  to  that  end  •,  learning  made  pro- 
llitute  to  fallacy  -,  religion  turned  to  policy ;  Heaven  brought  down  to 
earth  ;  light  transformed  to  darknefs  ;  as  to  attempt  againft  it  is  now 
to  row^ againft  the  tide,  againft  the  ftream  and  current  of  thefe  times  to 
feek  a  pafl"age  unto  truth. To  confute  thofe  who  inculcate  the  doc- 
trine of  tyranny  unto  princes  were  not  a  talk  of  hardnefs,  if  the  dan- 
ger did  not  exceed  the  trouble  ;  but  the  infedion  of  thefe  times  is  in- 
compatible with  fuch  labours,  when  fcarce  the  leaft  difeafe  is  curable." 
The  treatife  concludes  with  a  panegyric  on  the  independence  of  the 
mind :  "  The  affeftions  being  compofed,  and  the  adions  fo  direded, 
the  perfedion  of  our  government,  that  fummum  bonum  in  philofophy, 
the  bonum  publicum  in  our  policy,  the  true  end  and  objed  of  the  Mo- 
narchy of  Man."    Br,  Mufeum  MSS.  numb.  2228. 

N.  B.  This  treatife  contains  240  folio  pages,  fairly  written,  with  this 
motto :  Deus  nobis  hac  otia  fecit. 

*  Wood,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Oxford-writers,  tells  us,  that  Sir  John 
Elliot,  after  having  ftudied  three  years  at  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
finiflied  his  education  at  the  inns  of  court,  and  was  there  made  a  barri- 
fter.  The  ftudy  of  the  common  law  of  England  was,  in  thefe  days, 
confidered  as  a  very  neceflary  part  of  education  for  the  men  of  fortune 
who  afpired  to  the  honour  of  ferving  their  country'  in  the  important 
fundion  of  members  of  parliament.  Modern  education  is  on  a  very 
different  plan :  the  tour  of  Europe  fucceeds  the  univerfity,  and  com- 
pletes the  fine  gentleman ;  whilft  his  attention  to  fafliions,  and  to  all 
the  trifling  parts  of  foreign  manners,  take  place  of  the  more  drudg- 
ing fcience  of  the  law,  the  ftudy  of  politics,  and  the  conftitution  of  / 
his  country.  To  this  change,  perhaps,  may  be  juftly  afcribed  part  of 
thofe  misfortunes  which  are  intirely  imputed  to  the  venality  of  the  pre- 
fent  times. 
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The  forementioncd  feverities  pradlifed  on  thefe  gentle- 
men of  refolved  and  llubborn  virtues,  were  not  the  only 
endeavours  ufed  to  break  and  difunitc  the  party.  Thofe 
eminent  parliament-men  that  were  of  a  pliant  temper 
were  all  preferred :  Sir  Dudly  Diggs  was  made  mafter  of 
the  rolls,  Noy  was  made  the  King's  attorney  *,  and  Lit- 
tleton his  folicitor  f. 

Charles,  wholly  engaged  in  quelling  the  obftinacy 
of  his  Englifli  fubjedls,  and  fettling  on  a  firm  bafis  his 
plan  of  arbitrary  power,  liftened  with  pleafure  to  pacific 
propofals  from  the  French  court.  Richlieu  knew  that 
both  the  Englifli  king  and  miniftry  were  eager  for  peace  ; 
and  though  he  had  now  entertained  a  projecfl  of  dimi- 
nifliing  the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  Lewis 
was  on  the  point  of  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  Italy, 
yet  he  difdainfully  rejected  the  mediation  of  the  king  of 
Denmark  and  the  States-General,  agreed  to  by  Charles, 
and  infifled  that  the  Venetians  (hould  interpofc  their  good 
offices  between  the  two  crowns.  The  articles  of  this  treaty 
were  trifling.  The  peace  was  concluded  at  Sufa,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  April,  and  publilhed  on  the  twentieth  of  May, 
before  Privas,  a  Proteflant  town,  at  this  time  befieged 
by  the  French  king.  On  the  fame  day  Privas  was  fum- 
moned  to  furrender :  it  held  out  till  the  twenty-ninth. 

•  Sir  Robert  Heath,  the  late  attorney.general,  was  preferred  to  a 
judge's  place,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Walter,  who  was  difcharged  from 
his  fervice  becaufe  he  did  not  give  a  fatisfaclory  anfwer  to  the  queries 
concerning  members  of  parliament.     Whitlocky  p.  i6. 

\  It  is  faid,  that  Sir  John  Elliot  had  been  tampered  with,  but  that 
be  was  found  proof  againft  all  temptation.  Rapin^  note,  vol.  X.  p.  26^* 
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The  firft  fruits  of  the  new-fworn  amity  between  the  ^UU;J^^^J^- 
two  monarchs  was  the  importation  of  twelve  capuchin  vol.  n.  p.  25. 
friars  to  ferve  in  the  queen's  chapel,  and  the  relcafe  of  du  cheyne, 
certain  priefts  and  recufants,  delivered  to  the  French  am-  p-  *"^- 
baffador  Chateauneuf,  who  came  to  receive  Charles's  rati- 
fication and  oaths.     The  next  meafure  taken  by  the  mi- 
niftry was  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace   with  Spain. 
The  overture  was  made  by  Rubens,  the  Flemifh  painter, 
at  the  inftance  of  the  arch-duchefs  Eugenia.     Don  Car- 
los de  Colonna  was  fent  from  the  court  of  Madrid  inta 
England   to  conclude   the   negociation.     The  views  of 
Spain  were  at  this  time  turned  towards  Italy  and  France  j 
and  the  great  objed  of  the  politics  of  the  king  of  Spain's 
favourite,  Olivares,   was  to  humble  Richlieu.     Charles 
eagerly  embraced  a  propofal  fo  propitious  to  the  defigns 
he  had  formed  againft  his  own  fubjedts.     The  articles  of  Peace  with 
the  peace  were  figned  at  Madrid,  the  fifth  of  November,  ^p*'"* 
1630.     They  only  confirmed  former  treaties,  and  were 
equally  difgraceful  as  were  the  articles  of  the  lately-con- 
cluded treaty  with  France.      In  the  one,  no  ftipulations 
were  demanded  in  favour  of  the  Hugonots,  who,  con- 
trary to  the  moft  folemn  promifes  of  prote(5lion,  were 
abandoned  to  the  will  of  their  fovereign  *  ;  in  the  other, 

*  The  duke  de  Rohan  implored  the  performance  of  thefe  promifes 
in  the  following  pathetic  letter  : 


cc 


Sir, 


«'  The  deplorable  accident  of  the  lofs  of  Rochelle,  which  God  hath 
pleafed  to  permit,  to  humble  us  under  his  hand,  hath  redoubled  in  the 
fpirit  of  our  enemies  the  pallion  which  they  have  for  our  ruin,  and  the 
hopes  to  attain  thereunto:  but  it  hath  not  taken  away  from  thofe 
churches  of  the  provinces  tliat  courage  or  aflfedion  of  oppofing,  by.  a 
JLvft  and  vigorous  defence,  their  unjuft  defigns.     This  is  that  which. 
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Ann.  1629.    no  conditions  were  made  for  the  Palatine,  though  his 
reftitutioa  was  the  only  objed;  of  the  war.     Nor  were 

hath  made  them  take  up  a  refolution,  and  aflemble  themfelves  toge- 
ther, and  to  ftand  in  a  body  amidft  thofe  commotioos,  to  affift  me  with 
their  good  counfel,  and  provide  with  me  means  for  their  deliverance. 
And  becaufe  the  moll  powerful  mean  which  God  hath  raifed  them 
upon  earth  is  the  aid  which  our  churches  have  received,  and  do  exped 
from  your  majefty,  the  general  aflembly  have  defired  that  my  letter 
(which  folely  hitherto  reprefented  the  intereft  of  the  public  caufe) 
might  be  joined  to  the  moft  humble  fupplication,  which  they  repre- 
fent.  I  do  it.  Sir,  with  fo  much  the  more  afFeftion,  becaufe  I  am  wit- 
nels  that  this  poor  people  breathe  after  your  affiftance,  having  once 
laid  down  their  arms,  which  the  opprcffion  of  the  enemy  made  fo  ne- 
celTaryi  and,  becaufe  they  knew  it  was  your  defire,  took  them  up 
again,  when  they  learned  that  your  majefty  obliged  them  to  it  by  your 
counfel,  and  by  your  promifes.  Upon  this  fole  affurance,  they  have 
cxpofed  themfelves  to  all  dangers,  overcome  all  obftacles,  confumed 
their  goods,  and  are  ftill  ready  to  fpill  their  blood,  even  to  the  laft 
drop.  Your  good  will  they  have  found  more  dear  than  their  lives ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  promifes  and  menaces  which  their  enemies' have 
made  ufe  of  to  move  them,  they  have  not  been  induced  to  make  any 
breach  of  thofe  oaths  by  which  they  were  tied  never  10  hearken  to  any 
treaty,  but  with  your  majefty's  confent.  All  the  churches  of  this  king, 
dom,  which  are  linked  together  to  an  unexampled  fidelity,  are  glorious 
objeds  of  your  charity  and  power :  you  are,  Sir,  defender  of  tfat  faith 
which  they  profefs.  Do  not  fuffcr  it  to  be  unjuftly  opprefled.  You 
^  have  ftirred  up  their  affedions  by  your  royal  promifes,  and  thofe  facred 
words,  that  your  majefty  would  employ  ail  the  power  of  your  king- 
doms to  fhield  thofe  churches  from  the  ruin  that  threatened  them,  and 
have  been,  next  to  the  favour  of  God,  the  only  foundation  of  their 
hopes.  They  thought  it  to  be  one  of  the  higheft  crimes  they  could 
commit  to  doubt  of  the  performance  thereof  If  the  beginning  of 
their  miferies  hath  moved  your  compafllon,  this  fad  fubjed  hath  in- 
crcafed  upon  them  with  fo  much  violence,  that  there  is  nothing  but 
your  affiftance  can  prevent  their  abfolute  dcftrudion  :  for  at  this  day 
the  greateft  mifdemeanors  which  our  enemies  accufe  us  of,  and  publifh 
that  it  cannot  be  expiated  but  by  our  blood,  is  the  imploring  and  hop- 
ing 


CHARLES!- 


S7 


the  States  confulted  in  this  pacific  meafurc,  tho'  Charles  Ann.  1629. 
had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them  to  check  the  ambi- 
tious views  of  the  Spanifli  monarch. 

The  difgraces  which  the  Britifli  arms  had  lately  fuf- 
tained,  funk  the  reputation  of  England  to  fo  low  an  ebb, 
that  Ihe  was   infulted  by  all  nations.     In  the  port  of 

ing  for  your  affiftance.  Our  goods  for  this  are  confifcated  and  de- 
ftroyed  ;  our  farms  defolate  and  burned  to  afties ;  our  heads  expofed  to 
the  block ;  our  families  baniftied ;  our  temples  demoliftied  ;  and  every 
where,  where  the  cruelty  of  our  ruinous  enemies  can  extend,  men 
and  women  beaten  to  mafs  with  ftaves.  In  Ihorr,  the  horror  and  pcr- 
fecution  we  fuffcr  is  fo  great,  that  our  words  are  too  weak  to  exprefs 
them. 

*'  Furthermore,  we  fee  even  at  our  doors  powerful  armies,  which 
only  wait  the  time  to  deftroy  thofe  retiring-places  that  are  left,  and 
after  that  banifti  the  exercife  of  religion,  and  maffacre  the  faithful 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Hereupon,  if  I  ftiould  entreat  your  majefty 
not  to  abandon  us,  I  fear  by  thefe  words  to  offend  a  great  king,  fo 
powerful  and  fo  faithful :  but  I  will  take  upon  me  the  boldnefs,  by 
reafon  of  our  preffing  neceffities,  to  fupplicate  your  ready  affiftance  to 
hinder  our  falling  under  the  ftrength  of  our  enemies.  Your  majefty 
need  not  fearch  elfewhere  but  in  your  own  profound  wifdom  and  expe- 
rience, to  render  your  fuccour  redoubtable  to  thofe  that  defpife  it,  and 
advantageous  to  thofe  people  that  expeft  it.  By  this  means  you  will 
gain  the  greateft  glory  that  can  be  defired  :  You  wUl  free  from  fire  and 
fword  300,000  families,  which  pray  to  God  continually  for  your  pro- 
fperity;  will  preferve  a  people  whom  God  hath  purchafed  by  his  blood, 
and  have  kept  their  faith  towards  God  and  man,  amidft  the  greateft 
diftradions  and  cruel  fufferings ;  will  place  the  fidelity  of  your  word, 
the  reputation  of  your  ftate  and  your  armies,  in  a  point  worthy  of  fo 
much  grandeur ;  and  in  checking  the  boldnefs  of  thofe  who  undertake 
to  blaft  it  daily  with  unworthy  reproaches,  will  add  to  your  title  that 
of  the  reftorer  of  the  moft  innocent  people  in  the  world,  and  the  moft 
inhumanly  perfecuted."     Rujhwcrlh,  vol.  II.  p.  4,  (^  feq, 
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Alexandria,  before  the  peace  with  France  was  concluded, 
four  Englifli  men  of  war  pillaged  three  fmall  veflels  of 
Marfeilles.  On  the  complaint  of  the  French  conful  to 
the  bafliaw  of  Aleppo,  the  Englifli  merchants  were  im- 
prifoned,  and  their  magazines  and  merchandize  feized. 
Moreover,  the  grand  vizier,  at  that  time  encamped  at 
Aleppo,  in  his  way  to  Babylon,  fent  for  the  Englifli  con- 
ful, and  after  ufmg  him  with  great  indignity,  ordered 
him  to  be  hanged,  with  his  interpreter.  The  interpreter 
was  immediately  put  to  death.  The  conful,  after  hav- 
ing lain  fome  time  in  a  dungeon,  o'ltained  his  life  and 
liberty,  at  the  price  of  30,000  ducatoons.  It  does  not 
appear,  that  this  injurious  outrage  was  ever  refented  by 
the  Englifli  court :  The  heroifm  of  Charles  and  his  mi- 
niflry  was  totally  confined  to  the  triumphs  they  daily 
obtained  over  the  laws  and  conflitution  of  their  country. 
The  duties  of  tonnage  and  poundage  were  now  prefled 
with  fuch  unremitting  violence,  that  the  opulent  merchants 
began  univerfally  to  take  the  alarm,  which  was  greatly 
encreafed  by  the  fcverity  of  the  orders  *  iflued  from  the 
council-board  to  that  efled. 
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To  prevent  the  danger  of  a  mutiny,  directions  were  Ann.  i6i9. 
fent  to  the  lord-lieutenants  of  the  refpedive  counties, 
and  to  the  lord-mayor  of  London,  to  put  the  militia  on 
a  formidable  footing.  The  farce  of  proclamations  and 
orders  from  the  council-board  againfl  recufants,  was 
again  played  over,  and  the  bifliop  of  Chalcedon  was 
hunted  out  of  England  by  the  regular  pricils,  who  had 
for  fome  time  feverely  perfecuted  him ;  he  was  received 
and  cheriflied  by  cardinal  Pvichlieu. 

Ireland  abounded  with  fuch  enormous  grievances,  Affairs  of 
that  an  offer  was  made  to  Charles  from   that  diftreffed  Ruj^worth. 
people  of  a  releafe  of   150,0001  which  had  been  bor- ^"];^"' ?•  •^' 
rowed  of  them,  with  a  grant  of  three  fubfidies  to  be 
paid  in    three  years,  on  condition  that  certain   oppref- 
fions   fliould  be  redreffed,  and  a  parliament  called    to 
provide  for  fuch  things  as  fliould  be  found  neceffary 
for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth.     The   conditional 
favours  that  were  granted  the  Irifli  on  the  acceptance  of 
this  offer,  fhew  the  illegality  of  the  government  that  had 
been  hitherto  exercifed  over  this  people  *. 


f 


*  That  warrants  fliould  be  dire<5led  to  the  ofEcers  of  the  cufloms 
in  the  ports  of  London  and  elfewhere,  to  fcize  and  detain  the  goods  of 
any  that  fliould  attempt  to  land  without  warrant  till  the  cuitoms  were 
paid;  that  luch  merchant- goods  as  remained  on  fliip-board  be  removed 
into  llore-houfes  at  the  cuftom-houfe-quay,  and,  for  want  of  room, 
into  the  Tower  •,  to  remain  there  till  his  majefl:y's  duties,  and  the  freight 
due  to  fliip-mafters,  were  fatisfied.  And  whereas  attempts  were  made, 
by  replevin  directed  to  the  flieriff  of  London,  to  obtain  thofe  goods 
out  of  the  llore-houfes,  the  meflengers  of  the  council  were  appointed 
to  detain  them  in  their  keeping,  and  to  apprehend  and  keep  in  fafc 
cuftody  all  perfons  that  fliould  make  refiftance.     Letters  of  command 

were 


were  fent  to  the  ofBcers  and  magiftrates  of  the  ports  of  the  kingdom, 
to  aflifl:  the  officers  of  the  cufl:oms  in  cafe  of  oppofition. 

Another  flirid  order  was  made,  enabling  the  meflTengers  of  the 
council  to  enter  into  any  fliip  or  vefl!el,  houfe,  warehoufe,  to  fearch 
in  any  trunk  or  cheft,  to  break  any  bulk  whatfocver,  in  default  of  the 
payment  of  cuftom.s ;  and  to  apprehend  all  perfons  that  fliould  give 
out  any  fcandalous  fpeechcs  againft  his  majefl:y's  fervice,  or  caufe  any 
difturbance. 

*  In  confequence  of  the  terms  obtained  from  the  Englifli  court  by 
the  Irifli  deputies,  the  following  inftrudtions  were  fent  to  lord  Falk- 
land, then  deputy,  and  to  the  council  of  Ireland :  That  provifion 
fliould  be  made  againfl:  the  laying  any  burthen  upon  the  Irifli  for  the 
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To  the  regulations,  calculated  for   the  general  good 
and  quiet  of  the  realm,  was  added  one  in  favour  of  Ro- 

payment  of  foldiers,  except  in  cafes  of  inevitable  necefllty  -,  and  againil 
the  granting  protc<5tion  to  perfons  againft  whom  judgment  had  been 
given  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  •,  to  refume,  or  limit  in  their  excr- 
cife,  feveral  grants  and  patents  for  the  felling  of  aqua  vitse,  wine,  and 
other  commodities;  regulations  to  be  made  in  the  commifTions  for  re- 
(training  the  oppreflions  of  foldiers,  in  the  manner  of  coUedbing  the 
King's  rents,  of  laying  afleflments  for  robberies,  of  granting  reprieves 
to  malefaftors,  of  fummoning  grand-juries,  and   impofing  fines  upon 
the  abfcnt  -,  the  fees  of  officers  of  courts,  flieriffs,  and  clerks  of  the 
market,  to  be  moderated ;  the  number  of  provofts-marfhal  to  be  re- 
duced to  one  in  a  province,  their  power  reftrained,  fo  as  not  to  execute 
any  perfons  that  might  be  brought  to  a  trial  at  law,  unlefs  in  time  of 
rebellion  ;  witnefles  in  private  caufes  not  to  be  bound  over  to  the  Ca- 
ftle-chamber,  nor  jurors  to  be  bound  over  to  any  court,  but  upon  very 
apparent  fufpicions  of  corruption  and  partiality ;  cuflodiums  of  lands 
granted  upon  out-lawrics  to  be  difcharged  immediately  upon  fight  of 
certificates  of  the  reverfal  thereof-,  the  teftimony  of  perfons  notorioufly 
infamous,  and  capitally  convided,  not  to  be  admitted  for  the  condem- 
nation of  any  fubjedV,  but  under  certain  reftridlions ;  fpeedyjuftice  to 
be  done  to  the  poor  •,  the  court  of  wards  to  be  regulated  -,  certain  rules 
to  be  obferved  for  the  better  difcharge  of  the  paftoral  care  ;  certain  in- 
dulgences to  be  granted  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  fuch  as  the 
tranfporting  out  of  the  kingdom,  tallow,  hides,  frelh  beef,  and  pork 
in  cafk,  without  licence;  for  the  better  fecuring  the  fubjefls  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  lands,  the  King  to  take  no  advantage  of  any 
title  accruing  to  him  antecedent  to  the  term  of  fixty  years  -,  the  Scots 
of  the  undertakers  in  Ulfter  to  be  made  denizens,  and  all  of  them  to 
be  confirmed  in  their  eftates,  on  doubling  their  rents,  and  paying  a 
fine  of  thirty  pounds  for  every  thoufand  acres.     To  quiet  the  minds 
and  fecure  the  poflcflions  of  the  lords,  gentlemen,  and  freeholders  of 
Connaught  and  Clare,  they  were  admitted  to  inrol  the  furrender  made 
in  the  laft  reign  •,  and  fuch  as  had  a  mind  to  make  new  furrcnders, 
were  to  have  the  fame  accepted  and  inrollcd,  and  new  patents  pafled 
to  them.     The  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  province  of  Connaught 
and  the  county  of  Clare,  had,  on  a  compofition,    furrendcred   their 
eftates  into  the  hands  of  Elizabeth,  but  had  negledcd  to  inrol  their 
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man  Catholics ;  that  the  lawyers,  and  fuch    as  held  in  Ann.  16^9. 
6-apite  of  the  crown,  fhould  be  difpenfed  with  in  regard 
of  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  and,  on  their  taking  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  Charles   as  lawful  king  of  the  realm, 
allowed  to  pradlife,  and  fue  their  liveries  oujler  les  mains. 
On   this  and  other  indulgences,  the  PopiQi  party  grew 
fo  afTuming,  that  they  openly  profefled  their  religion  in 
every  part  of  Ireland.     They  founded  a  new  univerfity 
at  Dublin,  to  breed  up  the  youth  in  an  entire  devotion 
to  the  Pope;  ere<5\:ed  friaries,  monafteries,  and  nunne- 
ries, and  repleniQied  them  with  votaries  ;  faid  mafs  in 
the  churches,  excommunicated  thofe  who,  even  in  ma- 
trimonial caufes,  applied  to  the  Spiritual-court,  and  raifed 
a  tumult  at  Dublin  on  the  magiftrates  attempting  to  ap-  Guthrie, 
prehend  an  officiating  prieft.     On  the  lord-deputy's  iflii- ' 
ing  out  a  proclamation,  commanding  them  to  forbear 
the   public  exercife  of   their  PopiQi  rites,  they   carried 
their  complaints  to  court  againft  the  government  of  Ire- 
land. The  King  had  the  complaifance  to  recal  the  deputy, 

furrender,  and  to  take  out  letters-patent  for  them.  Thefe  were  granted 
them  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  king  James  ♦,  but  not  being  inrolled  in 
Chancery,  their  tides  were  ftill  defedive.  This  omilTion  was  occafioned 
by  the  negleft  of  a  clerk  entrufted  by  therru  They  had  paid  near 
three  thoufand  pounds  to  the  officers  at  Dublin  for  the  inrolment.  Not- 
withftanding  that  an  ad  of  ftate  had  paffcd  in  their  favour  in  the  year 
1 61 8,  and  that  they  had  paid  great  fums  of  money  for  it,  the  crown 
entertained  a  project  of  refumption.  It  was  laid  afide  on  the  danger 
that  might  accrue  from  making  fuch  an  experiment  on  a  province:, 
ftrong  from  its  fituation,  and  from  tlie  number  of  its  Inhabitants.  For 
a  farther  fecurity  to  all  the  proprietors,  their  feveral  eftates  to  be  con- 
firmed to  them  and  their  heirs  by  the  next  parliament  to  be  held  in 
the  kingdom,  in  which  an  ad  was  to  be  pafTcd  for  a  general  pardon. 
Cartels  L'fe  of  Ormondy  vol.  I.  p.  47,  iS  feq. 
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Ann.  1629.  and  appointed  Loftus  the  lord-chancellor,  and  the  earl  of 
Cork,  the  lord-treafurer,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  that 
kingdom.  Thefe,  it  is  faid,  had  private  orders  to  flacken 
the  perfecution  which  was  intended  by  the  council  of  Ire- 
land againil  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Heyiin'sLife      Whilst,  from  the  negledl  or  connivance  of  govern- 
of  Laud,  ^    ment,  the  Papifts  thus  triumphed  in  Ireland,  fome  im- 
Meafures  to   portant  llcps  wcrc  taken  to  improve  the  hierarchical  ty- 
htrarch  '^^  T^nny  in  England.     Laud,  and  Harfnet  archbifhop  of 
York,  drew  up  a  paper  for  the  benefit  of  the  church: 
after  it  had  received  the  King's  approbation,  it  was  fent 
to  the  archbilliops,  by  them  to  be  communicated  to  the 
bifhops  of  both   provinces.     It  contained  nine  articles, 
called  Regal   Inflru(5lions :   they  are  precautions  againft 
the  Puritans,  or  any  diilenting  from  the  dodrine  approved 
of  by  authority.     Laud  wrote  letters  to  all  the  archdea- 
cons in  his  diocefe,  exhorting  them  to  the  performance 
of  what  the  King  required,  at  the  peril  of  lofing  his  ma- 
jefty's  favour,  or  whatfoever  elfe  might  follow  *. 

*  In  confequence  of  this  exhortation,  and  the  aforefaid  inflrufkions, 
one  Pahner,  a  popular  minifter,  was  filenced  by  the  commifTiorters,  on 
the  accufation  of  Dean,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  That  he  read 
prayers  againft  the  miniftry's  will,  and  not  according  to  the  canon ; 
that  in  the  catechifmg  he  took  upon  him  to  declare  the  King's  mind  in 
his  inrtrudions  j  that  he  had  never  heretofore  read  prayers,  or  iifcd  the 
furplice  in  the  church ;  that  he  preached  a  fadious  fcrmon  in  the  ca- 
thedral-church, and  detraded  from  divine  fervice  there  ;  that  fa<5liou^ 
parties  in  all  the  parifhes  in  the  town  were  his  auditors  Abbor,  the 
archbifhop  cf  Canterbury,  who  dilliked  the  limitations  ccncernirg  lec- 
turers, in  the  King's  inftrutTcions,  with  other  articles  tending  to  cftab- 
lifh  Arminianifm,  and  knowing  the  worth  and  innocence  of  Palmer, 
authorized  him,  and  one  Udnay,  another  filenced  minifter,  ngain  to 
preach,  and  inhibited   the   archdeacon   from   his   jurifdidion.     Many 

other 


As  a  reward  to  the  minifters  of  the  city  of  York  for  Ann.  1629. 
their  punduality  in  obferving  the  late  inftrucflions  to  the 
clergy,  an  addition   was  made  to  their   yearly   mainte- 
nance, by  an  arbitrary  tax  laid  on  the  rent  of  houfes  in 
York.     Davenant,  bifliop  of  Sarum,  was  called  before 

other  minifters  were  fufpended,  and  enjoined  recantation,  for  lightly 
touching  on  any  points  contrary  to  Popery,  or  the  new  dottrine. 

A  patent  having  pafled.  the  great  feal  for  a  collcAion  towards  the  re- 
lief of  the  exiled  Palatine  minifters,  Laud  objeding  to  a  particular 
claufe  in  it,  the  patent  was  cancelled,  and  a  new  one  granted,  with  the 
ofFenfive  paflage  left  out.  The  claufe  was  as  follows :  "  Whofe  cafes 
are  more  to  be  deplored,  for  that  this  extremity  is  fallen  upon  them 
for  their  fmcerity  and  conftancy  in  the  true  religion,  which  we,  toge- 
ther with  them,  do  profefs,  and  which  we  are  all  bound  to  maintain  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  powers ;  whereas  thefe  religious  and  godly  perfo/s, 
being  involved  amongft  others  their  countrymen,  might  have  enjoyed 
their  eftates  and  fortunes,  if,  with  other  back-fliders,  in  the  time  of 
trial,  they  would  have  fubmitted  to  the  antichriftian  yoke,  and  would 
have  renounced  or  difiembled  the  true  religion." 

Prynne  tells  us,  that  when  the  patent  with  the  above  claufe  was 
ftiewed  to  Laud,  he  fell  in  a  great  paftion,  and  protefted,  that  were  it 
not  for  his  refpeft  and  engagement  to  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  the  Pa- 
latine minifters  ftiould  have  no  colledion  i  that  he  could  find  in  his 
heart  to  quafti  it  -,  however,  he  would  have  a  patent  drawn  in  another 
form.  After  this,  fecretary  Cook  and  the  lord-keeper  Coventry  were 
fent  for  to  the  King  :  They  acquainted  him,  that  the  patent  was  made 
according  to  the  former  precedents ;  that  they  had  his  majefty's  hand 
and  royal  aflcnt  thereto  j  it  had  palTed  the  great  feal,  and  could  not 
now  be  altered.  To  this  the  King  anfvvered,  "  It  muft  be  altered; 
the  archbiftiop  v/ill  have  it  lb ;  draw  another  according  to  his  mind." 
So  crreat  was  this  prelate's  care  left  the  Englifti  church  Ihould  be  fuUied 
with  the  principles  of  the  reformed  religion,  that  on  the  prince  pala- 
tine's coming  into  England  in  the  year  1637,  a  declaration  of  the  faith 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Palfgrave's  churches  being  publiQied,  they  were  . 
ftridly  called  in,  and  feized  by  the  High-commiflion  purfuivants.  Trifl 
of  Laud t  by  Prynne^  p.  391,  ^7^^. 
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Ann.  1629.  the  council,  and  feverely  reprimanded  for  having,  in  a 
fermon  preached  at  court,  flightly  touched  on  the  points 
prohibited  in  the  King's  declaration.  The  univerfity  of 
Oxford  vied  with  its  rival,  Cambridge,  in  complaifance 
to  the  royal  inclinations :  on  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  which  happened  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  they  eleiSted  Laud  their  chancellor  *,  who  ruled  the 


*  There  was  not  a  general  conformity  among  this  learned  body  to 
the  humours  and  defigns  of  the  court.  Ford  of  Magdalen-college, 
Thome  of  Baliol  college,  and  Hodges  of  Exeter- college,  being  con- 
vented  before  the  vice-chancellor  Dr.  Smith,  for  preaching  againft 
the  King's  inftrudions,  appealed  from  him  to  the  convocation  :  The 
pro(^ors  received  the  appeal.  By  the  means  of  Laud,  the  matter  came 
before  the  King  and  council,  who  pafled  a  fentence  that  Ford,  Thorne, 
and  Hodges,  fliould  be  banilhcd  'the  univerfity,  and  that  both  the 
proftors  fhould  refign  their  offices.  Dr.  Prideaux  reftor  of  Exeter- 
college,  and  Dr.  Wilkinfon  principal  of  Magdalen-Hall,  received  a 
lliarp  admonition  for  their  behaviour  in  this  bufmefs.  The  town  of 
Plymouth  (hewing  an  intention  to  chufe  Ford  their  ledurer,  they  were 
required  not  to  do  it,  on  pain  of  the  King's  difpleafure,  and  the  bifliop 
of  Exeter  was  enjoined  not  to  admit  him  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Hodges,  on  an  abjedt  fubmifTion  in  the  following  prefcribed  form 
was  reftored  to  the  Univerfity:  id,  A  public  recantation-femion  in 
St  Mary's  church  in  Oxford,  confefling  his  great  offences  in  preach- 
ing contrary  to  his  majefty's  declaration  2dly,  A  fubmifllon  and  re- 
cantation in  the  convocation- houfe,  before  the  whole  afTembly  of  doc- 
tors, pro^lors,  &c.  In  this  he  was  to  acknowledge,  that  he  fell  upon 
the  delivery  of  thofe  points  which,  by  his  majefty's  royal  injundlions 
were  forbidden  him  to  meddle  with  at  all ;  and  that  he  let  fall  fome 
paffages  which  might  be  taken  to  the  difparagement  of  the  o-overn- 
ment  of  the  church  -,  for  which  offence  he  had  deferved  the  fharpeft 
of  cenfures,  and  fevereft  of  punifhments ;  and  therefore  his  royal  ma- 
jefty  juftly  rewarded  him  for  the  fame.  He  was  to  implore  the  par- 
don of  the  Univerfity  in  general,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  moft  ho- 
nourable chancellor  of  that  Univerfity.  Rupwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  no, 
i^feq.  HejlitC s  Ufe  of  Laud,  p.  215.  Prynnes  Trial  of  Laud,  p.  174' 
^  feq, 
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confcience  of  his  pious  matter  with  a  defpotic  tyranny.  Ann.  1629. 
He  was  his  fpiritual  and  political  guide,  and  from  this 
circumllance  had  an  entire  fway  in  the  High-commiffion 
court,  the  Star-chamber,  and  the  Privy-council ;  which  laft. 
had  now  eredled  itfelf  into  an  abfolute  court. 


Mr.  Bernard,  ledlurer  of  St.  Sepulchre's,  London,  perfecutionof 
preached  a  fermon  at  St.  Mary's  in  Cambridge,  in  which 
were  fome  paffages  againft  the  introducing  of  Pelagian 
errors,  and  Romilh  fuperftitions,  into  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. On  his  refufmg  to  make  a  public  recantation, 
penned  for  him,  he  was  fined  in  the  High-commiffion 
court  one  thoufand  pounds,  fufpended  from  his  mini- 
ftry,  condemned  in  cofts  of  fuit,  and  committed  to  pri- 
fon,  where  he  died  :  The  confequence  of  his  imprifon^ 
ment,  it  is  faid,  fliortened  his  life.     One  Workman,  lee-  Prynne's 

^    ^1  /I  r  1-         rr  TrialofLaut*, 

turcr  in  the  liberty  of  Gloucefter,  was,  tor  the  ottence  p.  103,5c  feq. 
of  preaching  againft  images,  fufpended  from  his  office, 
excommunicated,  ordered  to  make  recantation  of  his  er- 
roneous and  fcandalous  dodtrine,  condemned  in  cofts  of 
fuit,  and  imprifoned.  The  corporation  of  Gloucefter, 
approving  much  of  this  man  for  his  diligent  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  his  function,  had,  on  account  of  his 
great  family,  granted  him  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds 
per  ann.  under  their  common  feal.  For  this  adl  of  ge- 
nerofity.  Laud  fummoned  the  mayor,  and  other  of  the 
aldermen,  before  the  council-table,  as  delinquents.  The 
deed  was  cancelled,  ,and  two  of  the  defendants  fined  ten 
pounds  a-piece,  though  their  council  alledged,  that  the 
grant  ought  firft  to  have  been  proved  illegal,  and  the 
whole  corporation,  whofe  a<5l  it  was,  made  parties  to 
the  fuit.     The  unfortunate  Mr.  Workman,  thus  deprived 
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Ana.  1630.  of  his  annuity,  having,  after  fome  months  imprifon- 
ment,  obtained  his  Ubcrty,  taught  children  in  private: 
Laud  forbid  him  to  follow  this  occupation.  He  then 
pracftifcd  phyfic  for  the  fupport  of  his  family  ;  but  the 
mercilefs  Laud  prohibiting  him  this  refource,  the  diftrefled 
man  funk  under  his  poverty  and  afflicStion,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  died. 


Leigh  ton*s 
cruel  ufage. 


These  excefles,  when  compared  to  what  follows, 
were  but  moderate  abufes  of  that  abfolute  fovereignty 
which  Charles  had  aflumed,  and  delegated  to  Laud. 
Alexander  Leighton,  a  do6lor  of  divinity,  a  Scotfman, 
and  a  zealous  Puritan,  by  the  defire  of  fome  of  the  party, 
had  written  and  publilhed  a  book,  called,  "  Zion*s  Plea 
againll  Prelacy."  It  contained  fome  warm,  imprudent 
invectives  againft  the  prelates,  and  the  conducft  of  thofe 
in  power.  Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  work, 
without  an  information  upon  oath,  or  legal  proof  * 
who  was  the  author,  Leighton,  as  he  was  coming  from 
church,  was  arretted  by  two  High  commilhon  purfui- 
vants.  They  dragged  him  to  the  houfe  of  Laud,  where 
he  was  kept  till  feven  in  the  evening,  without  food. 
Laud  returning  home  at  this  time  in  great  pomp  and 
ftate,  with  Corbet  bifliop  of  Oxford,  Leighton  demanded 
10  be  heard.  The  haughty  Laud  did  not  deign  to  fee 
him,  but  fent  him  to  Newgate :  He  was  clapped  into 
irons,  and  confined  in  an  uninhabitable  apartment, 
where,  notwithftanding  that  the  weather  was  cold,  and 
the  fnow  and  rain  beat  in,  there  was  no  convenient 
place  to  make  a  fire.     From  Tucfday-night  to  Thurfday- 


*  The  book  was  printed  beyond  fea. 
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noon,  he  was  unfupplied  with  food  ;  and  in  this  infer-  Ana.  1630. 
nal  dwelling  was  kept  fifteen  weeks,  without  any  friend, 
not  even   his  wife,  being  fuflfered  to  come  near  him. 
His  own  houfe  was  in  the  mean  time  rifled  by  the  of- 
ficers of  the  High-commifl[ion  court ;  his  wife  and  child 
treated  by  thefe  rufi[ians  with  great  barbarity  ;  himfelf 
denied  a  copy  of  the  commitment  j  and   the  fheriflfs  of 
London  refufed  to  bail  him,  on  his  wife's  petition.     At 
the  end  of  the  fifteen  weeks,  he  was  ferved  with  a  fub- 
pcena.       Heath,   the   attorney-general,   on    an   afTurance 
that  he  fhould  come  off  well,  extorted  a  confefliion  from 
him,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  book.     An  infor- 
mation   by  Heath  being   lodged   in    the   Star-chamber,  Rufhworth, 
he   confeiTed  the   writing   of    the  book,   but   with   no&feq.*^'^^' 
fuch  ill  intention  as  the   information   fuggefted.      He 
pleaded,  that  his  aim  was  to  remonftrate  again  ft  cer- 
tain grievances  in  church  and  ftate,  under  which  the 
people  fuffcred,  to  the  end  that  the  parliament  might 
take  them  into  confideration,  and  give  fuch  redrefs  as 
might  be  for  the  honour  of  the  King,  the  quiet  of  the 
people,  and  the  peace  of  the  church.     This  anfwer  not 
being  admitted  as  fatisfaftory,  the  following  cruel  fen- 
tence,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the  members  of 
this    tyrannical    court,    was    pronounced    againft    him, 
though  fick  and  abfent :  "  That  he  Ihould  pay  a  fine  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds  to  his  majefty's  ufe  j  and  in  re- 
fpe<5l  that  the  defendant  had  heretofore  entered  into  the 
miniftry,  and  the  court  of  Star-chamber  did  not  ufe  to 
inflict  any  corporal  or  ignominious  punifliment  upon 
any  perfon   fo  long  as    they  continued  in   orders,   the 
court  referred  him  to  the  High-commiflion,  there  to  be 
degraded  of  his  miniftry  j  that  done,  for  farther  punifli- 
VoL.  H.  .  O  ment, 
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Ann.  165c.  mcnt,  and  example  to  others,  the  delinquent  to  be 
brought  into  the  pillory  at  Weftminfter  (the  court  fit- 
ting), and  there  whipped ;  after  his  whipping,  to  be  fet 
in  the  pillory  for  fome  convenient  fpace ;  to  have  one  of 
his  ears  cut  off,  his  nofe  flit,  and  to  be  branded  in  the 
face  with  S.  S.  for  a  fower  of  fedition  ;  then  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  prifon  of  the  Fleet ;  and  at  fome  other  con- 
venient time  afterwards  to  be  carried  into  the  pillory  at 
Cheapfide  upon  a  market -day,  to  be  there  likewife  whip- 
ped, then  fet  in  the  pillory,  have  his  other  ear  cut  off, 
and  then  be  carried  back  to  the  prifon  of  the  Fleet,  there 
to  remain  during  life,  unlefs  his  majelly  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  enlarge  him  *."  This  fentence  was  given  at 
the  end  of  Trinity-term.  It  was  not  till  Michaelmas- 
term  following,  after  the  degradation,  that  it  was  put 
in  execution.  The  evening  before  the  intended  day  of 
fufFering,  Leighton  efcaped  out  of  prifon.  He  was  ap- 
prehended in  Bedfordfhire,  and  brought  again  to  the 
Fleet  t« 

On  Friday,  November  the  fixteenth,  part  of  his  fen- 
tence was  executed  in  this  manner :  In  the  New-Palace- 


*  It  is  faid,  that  when  this  fentence  was  pFonounced,  bifhop  Laud 
pulled  off  his  cap,  and  gave  God  thanks  for  it. 

f  Laud,  the  fuperintendant  of  all  the  cruelties  committed  at  this 
period,  made  on  this  incident  the  following  memorial :  "  Leighton 
was  degraded  at  the  High- commiffion,  Tuefday  the  ninth  of  Novem- 
ber. That  night  Leighton  broke  out  of  the.  Fleet.  The  warden 
fays.  He  got,  or  was  helped,  over  the  wall ;  and  moreover  profcfl'cd, 
he  knew  not  this  till  Wed nefday- noon :  He  told  it  not  me  till  Thurf- 
day-night..  He  was  taken  again  in  Bedfordfhire,  and  brought  back  to 
tlii?.Fket  within  a  fortnight."    Laud\s  Diary  by  Prynncy  p^  16. . 
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Yard  at  Weftminfter,  in  term-time,  he  was  fevcrely  whip-  Ann.  1630. 
ped,  then  put  in  the  pillory,  where  he  had  one  of  his 
ears  cut  off,  one  fide  of  his  nofe  flit,  branded  on  one 
cheek  with  a  red-hot   iron   with  the  letters  S.  S.   and 
afterv^rards  carried  back  again  prifoner  to  the  Fleet,  to 
be  kept  in  clofe  cuftody.     On  that  day  fevennight,  his 
fores   upon  his  back,   ears,  nofe,  and  face,  not  being 
cured,  he  was  whipped  again  at  the  pillory  in  Cheap- 
fide,  and  there  had  the  remainder  of  his  fentence  exe- 
cuted upon  him,  by  cutting  off  the  other  ear,  flitting 
the  other  fide  of  the  nofe,  and  branding  the  other  cheek. 
Dr.  Leighton,  in  his  own  account  of  this  horrid  execu- 
tion, adds,  that  the  hangman  was  made  half  drunk,  and 
enjoined  to   perform   his  office  with  ferocity;  that  he 
ftood,  after  receiving  the  punifliment  of  the  lafli,  almoft 
two  hours  in  the  pillory,  expofed  to  froft  and  fnow,  and 
then  fuffered  the  reft  ;  that  being  with  thefe  miferies  dif- 
abled  from  walking,  he  was  denied  the  benefit  of  a  coach, 
and  carried  back  to  prifon  by  water,  to  the  farther  en- 
dangering his  life.     Elphinfton  and  Anderfon,  two  of  his 
friends  and  countrymen,  who  helped  to  procure  his  ef- 
cape,  were  for  this  a6l  of  humanity  fined  in  the  Star- 
chamber  five  hundred  pounds  a-piece,  and  committed  to 
the  Fleet  during  the  King's  pleafure. 


I  HAVE  been  more  particular  in  the  account  of  this 
barbarous  exertion  of  power,  becaufe  almoft  every  other 
hiftorian,  either  from  tendernefs  to  the  character  of  the 
government,  or  from  motives  of  abhorrence  to  the  na* 
cure  of  the  offence  given  by  the  wretched  fullcrcr,  has 
paiTed  it  over  in  a  very  flight  manner.     It  muft  be  own- 
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Ann.  1630.  ed,  that  Leighton,  fired  by  an  ungovernable  zeal,  and 
provoked  by  the  mifchievous  conducfl.  of  the  people  in 
power,  had  made  a  very  bold  attack  on  the  ecclefiaftical 
conftitution  as  maintained  by  Charles,  and  had  been  bit- 
ter in  his  reflexions  on  the  queen,  who,  from  the  in- 
fluence fhe  had  now  gained  over  her  hufl)and,  was  ge- 
nerally regarded  as  the  principal  caufe  of  his  unpopular 
government.  Notwithftanding  all  that  may  be  faid 
againft  the  condu6l  of  this  unfortunate  enthufiaft,  his 
offence  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  his  punifhment ; 
his  treatment  and  profecution  notorioufly  inhuman  and 
illegal ;  the  judgment  pafled  againft  him  was  by  an  ar- 
bitrary court,  whofe  jurifdidtion  was  unconftitutional, 
in  a  manner  created  by  the  crown,  and  cherifhed  as  a 
never-failing  engine  of  defpotifm.  The  tyranny  it  at 
prefent  exerted  outwent  every  example  of  former  ages : 
It  was  the  ready  minifter  of  vengeance  to  all  that  op- 
pofed  the  weak  and  wicked  defigns  of  a  bigoted,  arbi- 
trary monarch  ;  and  entirely  influenced  in  its  condudl 
by  the  perfecuting  furious  fpirit  of  an  arrogant  ufurp- 
ing  prieft,  who  was  purfuing  with  the  utmoft  violence 
the  plan  of  an  abfolute,  independent,  ecclefiaftical  go- 
vernment. The  fentence  it  had  lately  pafled  againft  the 
unhappy  Leighton  was  dire(5tly  contrary  to  the  humane 
fpirit  of  the  Britifti  laws ;  and  the  Angle  inftance  of  fuch 
an  execrable  barbarity  would  have  difgraced  the  govern-  • 
ment  of  an  abfolute  monarch. 

The  public  were  ftrongly  afFedled  by  this  impolitic 
aft  of  cruelty.  Laud  increafed  the  popular  clamour  by 
feveral  Popifli  fopperies  which  he  introduced  on  his  con- 

fecration 


fecration  of  St.  Catherine's  Creed's  Church,  which  had  ^2^^^,l] 
been  new  built  by  the  parifliioners,  and  for  fome  lime  voui-  p-  76, 
prophanely  made  ufe  of  for  religious  offices,  without  the 
ceremony  of  a  new  confecration.  This  coming  to  the 
pious  prelate's  ears,  he  fufpended  it  from  all  divine  fer- 
vice  till  he  had  performed^ this  office,  which  he  did  with 
much  folemnity,  to  the  furprize  of  an  infinite  number 
of  fpedtators,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  necefllty  of 
fuch  a  ceremony  *.     The  communion-table  was  removed 

♦  On  his  coming  to  the  Weft  door  of  the  church,  feveral  loud 
voices,  previoufly  prepared,  cried  out,  "  Open,  open,  ye  everlafting 
doors,  that  the  king  of  glory  may  come  in.'*  On  the  doors  opening, 
the  bilhop  entered  the  church,  and  fell  on  his  knees ;  then,  with  his 
eyes  lifted  up,  and  his  arms  expanded,  he  uttered  thefe  words  :  "  This 
place  is  holy ;  the  ground  is  holy ;  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  San, 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  I  pronounce  it  holy."  Then  going  towards  the  chan- 
cel, he  feveral  times  took  up  the  duft,  and  threw  it  in  the  air.  When 
he  approached  the  communion-table,  he  bowed  frequently  towards  itj 
and  returning,  he  and  his  attendants  went  round  the  church  in  procef- 
fion,  repeating  the  hundredth  pfalm ;  after  this  the  nineteenth  pfalm ; 
and  then  faid  a  form  of  prayer,  which  concluded  thus :  "  We  confe- 
crate  this  church,  and  feparate  it  unto  thee  as  holy  ground,  not  to  be 
prophaned  any  more  to  common  ufes."  After  this,  the  bifhop,  at  the 
communion-table,  pronounced  imprecations  on  all  that  fhould  pollute 
that  holy  place,  by  mufters  of  foldiers,  keeping  prophane  law-courts, 
or  carrying  burthens  through  it.  On  the  conclufion  of  every  curfe  he 
bowed  towards  the  Eaft,  and  faid,  **  Let  all  the  people  fay  Amen." 
When  the  imprecations  were  ended,  he  poured  forth  blefllngs  on  all 
thofe  that  had  any  hand  in  framing  or  building  that  facred  and  beauti- 
ful edifice,  and  on  thofe  that  had  given,  or  Ihould  hereafter  give  to  it 
any  chalices,  plate,  ornaments,  or  utenfils.  On  the  conclufion  of 
every  bencdiflion  he  in  like  manner  bowed  towards  the  Eaft,  and  faid, 
«»  Let  all  the  people  fay  Amen."  A  fermon  fucceeded.  Then  the  bi- 
(hop  confecrated,  and  adminiftred  the  facrament  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  As  he  approached  the  communion-table,  he  made  many  low  re- 
verences, and  coming  up  to  that  fide  of  the  table  where  the  bread  and 
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Ann.  1630.  from  the  middle  of  the  area,  where  it  had  hitherto  flood 
in  all  churches,  except  in  cathedrals  :  it  was  placed  in 
the  Eaft-end,  and  denominated  an  altar.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  how  violent  the  zeal  of  this  man  was  to  in- 
troduce thefe  kind  of  innovations.  In  adminiftring  the 
facrament,  kneeling  at  the  altar  and  ufing  of  copes  were 
rigoroufly  infilled  on  ;  the  crucifix  refumed  its  confe- 
quence ;  and  the  churches  were  ornamented  with  pi(5lures 
that  were  to  be  found  in  the  mafs-books  *. 


wine  were  placed,  he  bowed  feven  times.  After  reading  many  prayers, 
he  approached  the  facramental  elements,  and  lifted  up  the  corner  of 
the  napkin  wherein  the  bread  was  laid.  When  he  beheld  the  bread, 
he  fuddcnly  let  fall  the  napkin,  ftarting  back  a  ftep  or  two,  bowed 
three  feveral  times  towards  it,  then  drew  near  again,  opened  the  nap- 
kin, and  bowed  as  before.  Then  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  cup,  let  it 
go  again,  went  back  and  bowed  thrice  towards  it,  then  drew  near  and 
lifted  up  the  cover  -,  on  feeing  the  wine,  he  let  fall  the  cover,  again 
retired  back,  and  bowed  as  before.  After  this  ceremony,  he  received 
the  facrament,  and  adminiftred  it  to  others.  Many  prayers  followed, 
which  concluded  the  foJemnity  of  the  confecration. 

The  fame  was  acted  over  at  the  church  of  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields  : 
and  Laud  after  this  confecrated  two  new-built  churches  •,  the  one  at 
Hammerfmith,  and  the  other  at  Stanmore  Magna  in  the  county  of 
Middlcfex,  with  divers  chapels,  obliging  the  feveral  pariflies  to  pay 
fees  to  himfelf  and  officers  for  performing  thofe  ceremonies.  He)lin's 
Life  of  Laud  J  p.  212,  i^  feq, 

♦  Sherfield,  the  recorder  of  Salifbury,  was  profecutcd  in  the  Star- 
chambcr  for  having,  in  the  windows  of  St.  Edmund's  .church  in  that 
city,  deftroyed,  by  an  order  of  the  veftry,  fome  panes  of  painted  glafs 
that  reprefented  the  Creation.  To  the  information  lodged  againft  him 
in  this  court,  he  argued,  that  the  church  was  a  lay-fee,  exempted 
from  the  jurifdidion  of  the  biQiop  of  the  dioccfe;  and  that  the  pa- 
rilhioners  had  lav/ful  power,  without  fpecial  licence  from  the  bilhop, 
to  take  down  the  glafs  of  the  window,  and  repair  it  with  wliite  glai's. 
He  farther  pleaded,  that  the  window  was  not  fair  and  ccilly,  as  ti^e 
information  let  forth,    but  of  very  rude  work  i   that  it  \\a.s  of  four 
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To  give  to  religion  that  external  magnificence  agree-  Ann.  1630. 
able  to  the  defigns  of  the  Arminian  prelacy,  the  adive 

liohts  only,  and  not  any  of  the  fair  windows  in  the  church.  He  de- 
nied the  riotous  breaking  of  the  window :  He  took  a  few  fmall  quar- 
ries of  it  down,  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner  -,  that  it  was  not  a 
true  hiftory  of  the  Creation,  but  a  falfe  defcription  of  the  fame,  wretch- 
edly executed  •,  that  the  painter,  to  exprefs  God  the  Father,  had 
painted  the  forms  and  pidures  of  divers  little  old  men,  feeming  bare- 
footed, and  cloathed  in  long  blue  coats  -,  that  he  held  it  ungodly,  and 
altogether  unlawful,  to  frame  any  image  or  fimilitude  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther, Creator  of  Heaven  and  earth,  and  the  firll  perfon  in  the  Holy 
Trinity,  that  this  his  belief  was  the  doftrine  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land eftablilhed  by  adl  of  parliament  in  13  Eliz. ;  that  according  to  an 
a(ft  of  parliament,  ami.  i  of  this  queen's  reign,  injunftions  were  pub- 
lilhed,  whereby  all  that  had  cure  of  fouls  were  commanded  to  inrtru6b 
their  pariftiioners  to  deftroy  pivStures  and  monuments  of  idolatry  and 
fuperftition,  that  no  memory  thereof  might  remain  in  walls,  glafs 
windows,  or  elfewhere;  that  it  was  to  be  enquired  of  in  the  vifitations 
whether  all  images,  pidures,  paintings,  and  other  monuments  of  ido- 
latry, were  removed;  and  that  thefe  injundions  being  grounded  on 
the  ilatute  of  the  i  Eliz.  were  yet  in  force. 

Notwithftanding  this  plea,  the  court  pronounced  fentence,  That 
Mr.  Sherfield  (hould  be  fined  five  hundred  pounds,  and  removed  from 
his  office;  that  he  Ihould  repair  to  the  lord-biffiop  of  his  diocefe,  and 
make  acknowledgment  of  his  offence  and  contempt,  before  fuch  per- 
fons  as  the  bilhop  fhould  call  unto  him-,  and  that  he  (hould  be  bound. 
to  his  good  behaviour. 

Biffiop  Laud,  who  was  very  vigilant  in  this  profecution,  made  a. 
long  fpeech,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  cuftom  o\  fet- 
ting  up  images  was  not  only  inoffenfive  but  laudable.     "  God  the  Fa- 
ther,  in  the  proj^het  Daniel,  was  called  the  Ancient  of  Days;    and. 
images  had  been  uicd  in  the  earlieft  times  of  the  church.     However 
that  might  be,  the  ad  which  Mr.  Sherfield  had  committed  was  highly 
criminal,  becaufc  done  in  contempt,  or  at  leaft  in  neglect,  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  church.     If  it  had  been,  the  idol  of  Jupiter,  and  the- 
people  had  profefled  divine  worfhip  to  it,  it  would  hav^e  been  criainid 
in  Mr.  Sherfield  to  deface  it,  without  lawful  authoricy,  as  couki   be 
proved  from  fcripture."     Laud  complained,  tliat  there  had  been  many 

iafblenCiCS* 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 

Ann.  1630.    Laud  undertook    the   repairinc:  and   rebuilding   of   St. 

Kulnworth,  *  o  o 

vol.11,  p.  83,  Paul's.     His  devout  mafter,  by  his  authority  and  coun- 
*^*  tenance,  encouraged  the  expenfive  projedt,  and,  with  all 

infolencies  committed  in  that  church  :  A  bi(hop*s  bones  had  been  taken 
up,  and  all  to  bury  a  tanner's  wife.  Mr.  Sherfield  had  been  guilty  of 
breaking  a  confecrated  thing :  it  pleafed  God  to  give  him  a  fall  upon 
the  place ;  yet  thefe  things  had  not  wrought  him  to  confefTion  that  he 
had  done  amifs.  Laud  fini(hed  his  harangue  with  prophefying,  that 
the  time  would  come  in  this  kingdom  when  all  thofe  who  defpifed  the 
church  would  be  brought  low.  • 

Neile,  archbifliop  of  York,  made  an  elogium  on  the  ufe  of  images 
and  the  crucifix-,  he  reprimanded  the  defendants  for  afierting,  that  the 
authority  queen  Elizabeth  had  to  reform,  and  let  forth  her  injundions, 
were  given  her  by  parliament :  the  ftatute  of  the  firft  of  Elizabeth,  he 
faid,  was  but  an  ad  declaratory,  not  to  be  taken  as  if  the  Queen,  with- 
out it,  had  no  power  to  meddle  with  the  things  of  the  church.  He  that 
faid.  Per  ms  reges  regnant^  givcth  this  authority  to  the  King. 

Lord  Cottington  gave  a  fevere  fentence  againft  Sherfield,  as  did  the 
lord  Arundel,  who  alleged,  that  it  was  not  unlawful  to  exprefs  God 
the  Father  by  reprefentation.  The  earl  of  Dorfet  faid,  that  in  the  text 
of  Daniel  was  meant  God  from  eternity,  and  not  God  to  be  pidured 
like  an  old  man,  creating  the  world  with  a  pair  of  compafles.  He  and 
all  the  temporal  members,  who  differed  from  the  prelates  in  this  fen- 
tence, made  many  profefTions  of  their  veneration  for  the  power  of  the 
church  i  that  Sherfield  was  highly  criminal  in  not  paying  due  refpeft 
to  its  authority,  and  ought  to  make  acknowledgment  to  the  bilhop. 
State  Trials,  vol.1,  p.  ^yy,  (^  feq^. 

Smart,  prebend  of  Durham,  having  complained  to  the  Commons  in 
the  year  1628,  that  Dr.  Cofens  had  introduced  in  that  cathedral  feveral 
Popilh  innovations,  he  was,  after  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  fuc- 
ccflively  brought  into  the  High  commiflion  courts  at  Durham,  Lam- 
beth, and  York,  deprived  of  all  his  ecclefiaftical  livings,  imprifoned 
feveral  years,  and  his  preferment  given  to  others. 

From  the  accefllon  of  Charles  to  this  period,  the  plague  had  conti- 
nued to  rage  with  more  or  lefs  violence  in  the  city  of  London.  It 
carried  off  this  year  13 17  pcrfons.     Rufiwortby  vol.  IL  p.  to. 
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the  oftentation  of  royal  parade,  made  a  vifit  to  this  ca-  Ann.  1631. 
thedral ;  where,  after  divine  fervice  was  performed,  he 
folemnly  promifed  not  to  be  wanting  in  the  piety  of  his 
beft  endeavours  to  the  repair  of  thofe  ruins  which  time, 
the  cafualties  of  weather,  or  any  other  accident,  had 
brought  upon  it.  Legal  juflice  was  a  virtue  that  made  '^^^^ 
no  part  of  the  religious  or  moral  charader  of  Charles  : 
fo,  in  the  execution  of  this  new  fcheme,  power  fupplied 
the  defers  of  law,  and  every  obftacle  to  the  undertak- 
ing was  removed  by  an  exertion  of  that  unlimited  au- 
thority which  he  had  afliimed  over  his  fubjedls.  By  an 
order  of  the  privy-council,  St.  Gregory's  church,  being 
an  impediment  to  the  work  in  hand,  was,  at  the  great 
expence  of  the  inhabitants,  removed.  Houfes  and  fhops 
were  pulled  down,  and  the  proprietors  obliged  to  ac- 
cept fuch  a  compenfation  as  fliould  be  adjudged  ade- 
quate by  commiffioners  appointed  by  authority.  In 
thofe  counties  where  ihere  was  found  a  flownefs  in  con- 
tributing to  the  briefs  ifliied  forth  under  the  great-feal, 
perfons  of  wealth  and  influence  were  quickened  by  re- 
prehenfions  from  the  council-table  *. 


*  Sir  Francis  Knowls  and  Sir  Thomas  Vachel,  two  juftices  of  peace 
for  the  county  of  Berks,  received  letters  wherein  they  were  taken  to 
ta(k,  "  for  delaying  to  publifh  his  majefty's  commifilon,  and  forbear-  . 
ing  to  exprefs  their  own  liberalities  to  fo  pious  a  work  ;  and  were  en- 
joined, for  the  redeeming  of  opportunity  already  let  flip,  to  redouble 
their  diligence,  and  to  return  an  exaft  account  of  the  money  given  by 
themfelves  and  others,  that  the  King,  being  therewith  acquainted, 
might  diftinguifli  between  fuch  as  were  forward  and  well  affeded, 
and  fuch  as  were  flack  and  remifs  in  doing  God  and  him  fervice." 
To  fhew  the  expence  requifite  to  repair  this  cathedral,  and  orna- 
ment it  according  to  Laud's  plan,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  relate, 
that  from  the  zeal  of  that  fadion  devoted  to  the  church,  and  mo- 

VoL.  IL  P  ncy 


166 
Ann.  1 63 1. 


Rufhworth, 
Preface  to 
vol.  U. 

Impontions. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

Whilst  Laud  was  thus  exalting  the  crofier,  render- 
ing his  mafter  the  fubftitute  of  metropolitical  power, 
and  the  privy-council  the  executioners  of  ecclefiaftical  in- 
folence  and  cruelty,  Charles  was  fludying  the  means  to 
raife  a  fum  of  money  that  (hould  provide  fufficiently  for 
the  fupport  of  the  crown,  without  the  afliftance  of  par- 
liament. The  firft  expedient  pradlifed  was  not  only  to 
continue  tonnage  and  poundage,  but  alfo  to  enhance 
the  book  of  rates  upon  feveral  merchants  goods  ;  and 
the  coUedlion  of  fuch  rates  to  be  enforced  out  of  the 
courfe  of  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice.  The  next  was 
a  proclamation,  in  which  every  man  that  had  been  pof- 
fefled  of  forty  pounds  a-year  for  three  years,  and  had 
not  been  knighted  at  the  King's  coronation,  was  fum- 
moned  to  compound,  as  well  for  their  fines  and  con- 
tempts, as  for  their  refpite  to  take  that  order  upon  them  *. 
Many  were  put  to  great  expence  in  the  Exchequer  and 
Star-chamber,  for  refufing  to  pay  the  compofition-mo- 

ney  extorted  by  various  ways  from  the  reft  of  the  fubjedls,  the  pub- 
lic contributions  amounted  to  upwards  of  101,330!.  The  King  gave 
upwards  of  10,000 1.  and  the  fines  and  commutations  in  the  High- 
commiflion  and  fpiritual  courts  were  commonly  afTigned  to  this  ufe: 
A  general  murmur  arofe,  that  penalties  were  impofed  for  a  tax  to  St. 
Paul's.  The  public  was  not  only  diflatisfied  at  the  arbitrary  manner  in 
"which  this  bufinefs  was  conduced,  but  at  the  many  new  images  and  or- 
naments with  which  this  (lately  edifice  was  adorned.  Complete  Hijl.  vol. 
III.  p.  67.     IVbitlocky  p.  17.     Heylin^s  Life  of  Laiidy  p.  222,  ^  feq. 

*  This  was  an  exceffive  degree  of  opprefllon,  becaufe  Charles  had> 
on  account  of  the  plague  which  raged  in  London  at  the  time  of  his  co- 
ronation,  in  a  manner  difpenfed  with  the  attendance  of  fuch  fubjeds 
as  were  qualified  to  be  knights.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  mo- 
ney was  extorted  from  people  that  were  not  in  poflefllon  of  forty  pounds 
a-year.     Vide  Strafford's  Letters^  i^c.  vol.  I.  p.  419. 
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xyev  *    reauircd  to  be  one  third  and  a  half  as  much  as  Ann  i6,t,: 
the  perfons  compounding  would  be  rated  m  tne  gatner-  Annau. 
ing  of  a  tax  of  three  fubUdies  and  a  half.  '^' '^'' 

*  James  Malverer,  of  Arncliffe  in  the  county  of  York,  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  Exchequer,  what  fine  they  fi^.ould 
think  fit  to  impofe  on  him.  The  court  refufed  that  courfe  of  impof- 
ing  a  fine,  and  put  the  party  fubmitting  to  compound  with  commif- 
fioners  in  the  county.  Malverer  complained,  that  afterwards,  upon 
writs  of  diftraint  from  the  Exchequer,  feveral  excefilvc  fines  were  re- 
turned upon  his  lands,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds, 
a  great  part  of  which  he  paid.  In  like  manner  the  lord  chief  baron, 
and  the  reft  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  did  order  the  fame  undue 
proceedings  againft  Thomas  Moyfer,  Efq-,  and  againft  feveral  other  his 
majefty's  fubjeds,  in  different  parts  of  the  realm,  to  the  undoing  of  many 
of  them.     Rufhworth,  vol.  II.  p.  135*  ^  fii- 

It  is  faid,  that  above  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  brought  into 
the  Treafury,  extorted  on  this  bufinefs  of  knighthood.  The  impofi- 
tion  was  fo  univerfally  difiiked,  that  many  of  the  fheriffs  negledled  to 
execute  their  orders,  and  return  the  names  of  perfons  qualified.  The 
attorney-general  was  direfbed  to  proceed  by  information  in  the  Exche- 
quer, againft  the  fheriffs  that  (hould  appear  to  have  been  moft  negli- 
gent.    Rufhworth,  vol.  II.  p.  70. 

This  impofition  was  grounded  on  a  ftatute  made  in  the  firft  year 
of  Ed.  II.  called  Statutum  de  Militibus.  It  exempted  thofe  from  taking 
knighthood  that  were  not  poffeffed  of  twenty  pounds  a  year ;  thofe 
that  were  not  of  age,  and  thofe  whofe  land  was  held  in  manors,  that 
were  ancient  demefnes  of  the  crown,  which  land  was  obliged  to  pay 
talliage;  thofe  clerks  in  holy  orders  which  held  lay-fees,  and  thofe 
which  held  burgage-land ;  thofe  who  had  held  their  lands  but  a  fmall 
time  i  thofe  who  pleaded  great  age,  default  of  their  members,  or  any 
other  incurable  infirmity,  as  charge  of  children,  or  of  fuits,  were  ad- 
mitted to  compound  on  reafonable  fines.    Vide  Statutes  at  Large, 

This  ftatute  was  enaded  when  the  fyftem  of  feudal  fervices  in  per- 
fon  during  war,  exifted;  and  though  it  was  now  aboliftied,  yet  as  this 
ftatute,  which  had  been  made  whilft  it  was  in  full  force,  remained  un- 
repealed, Charles's  miniftry  pretended,  that  the  right  of  impofing  the 
honour  remained  ftill  with  the  crown  i  and  that  the  King  might  oblige 
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Ann.  1631.        In  order  to  exercife  the  militia,  and  put  them  on  a 
formidable  footing,  each  county  was  afTefled  at  a  certain 
fum  for  the  entertainment  of  a  mufter-mafter  appointed 
for  that  fervice.     Compofitions  were  again  openly  made 
with  recufants,  notwichflanding  a  ftatute  enadted,  in  the 
kft  parliament  of  James's  reign,  againft  the  difpenfa- 
tion  of  penal  laws.      The  fame  ftatute  had  abolifhed  mo- 
nopolies, but  had  left  an  exception  in  favour  of  new  in- 
.vioncpoUes.  ventions.     Under  the  pretext  of  thefe,  and  of  erec5ling 
Ruihvvorth.    new  companies  and  corporations,  monopolies  were  again 
voL  n!  Tnd  revived  on  all  forts   of  commodities :  foap,  fait,  wine, 
voK  ii.p.i2.  leather,  fea-coals,  pins,  ftarch,  even  to  the  fole  gathering; 
of  rags  *. 

A  LARGE  revenue  was  raifed  by  thefe  oppreflibns  f. 
Proclamations  continually  ifliied  from  the  council,  en- 


all  perfons  to  be  knighted,  or  to  pay  compofition  ;  the  qualification  to. 
be  forty  pounds  a  year. 

Befides  the  palpable  injuftice  of  receiving  a  tax  founded  on  a  fyflem 
that  did  not  now  exift,  twenty  pounds  a- year  in  the  time  of  Ed.  II.  was 
equivalent  to  two  hundred  in  the  feventeenth  century. 

*  An  ofScc  was  ereded  for  the  fcaling  of  cards  and  dice,  a  new  il- 
legal tax.  A  patent  was  granted  to  one  Francis  Tucker,  gentleman, 
and  others,  giving  them  power  to  dig  or  delve  in  any  place  in  England 
and  Wales  for  hidden  treafure,  on  their  paying  to  the  crown  the  fourtii- 
part  of  what  they  fliould  find,  and  making  fatisfadion  according  to 
the  valuation  of  the  next  juftice  of  peace.  Another  patent  was  granted 
to  one  David  Ramfey,  for  the  fole  privilege  of  feparating  metals,  oiv 
condition  that  one  third  of  the  profit  ftiould  be  paid  to  the  crown. 
'  Rujkwortb^  voL  11.  p.  103,  ^  feq.     Rymsr^  voli  XIX.  p.  157,  201. 

-f-  Soap-boilers  were  prohibited  the  trade,  unlefs  they  entered  into 
the  new-ereftcd  corporation.  It  paid  io,oool.  in  advance,  and  ^\.  per 
toa.  Moreover,  an  office  was  ereded  with  full  powers  to  fuperintend 
the  faid  Qorporation^  and  to  mack  fuck  foap  as  (hould  be  thought  fic^ 

for. 


CHARLES 


I. 


I'Of> 


Toining  what  was  not  enjoined  by  law  ;  and  the  Scar-  An..  ,63., 
chamber  cenfured  by  heavy  mul^s  and  imprilonmenis 
any  difobedience  to  thefe  proclamations  *. 

for  file  •  The  fubjed  was  prohibited  to  fell  any  foap  unlefs  fo  marked. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee  the  evil  confequences  to  trade  that  fuch  an  opprciTive 
power,  exercifed  by  the  crown,  muft  produce:  Like  other  national 
evils,   it  aflumed   pretenfions   to   public   utility-the   preventing   the 
brin-in-  any  bad  foap  to  market.     An  information  was  prefixed  in  the 
Star°chrmber,  by  Noy,  the  attorney-general,  againft  fixteen  foap-mak- 
ers,  defendants,  charging  them  with  feveral  ofFences  contrary  to  letters- 
patent,  and  proclamations  touching  the  making  and  uttenng  of  foap, 
and  ufing  the  trade  of  foap-makers.     The  defendants  fet  forth  feveral 
ads  of  parliament,  letters-patent,  charters,  cuftoms,  and  afts  of  com- 
mon-council of  the  city  of  London,  and  other  matters  materially  con, 
ducing  to  thek  defence,  and  in  conclufion  pleaded  Not  Guilty.     The 
court  of  Star-chamber  referred  to  Sir  Robert  Berkley,  one  of  the  juf- 
tices  of  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  to  confider  of  the  impertinency, 
as  it  was  termed,  of  the  defendants   anfwer.     Berkley  certified  the 
faid  court,  that  the  whole  anfwers,  excepting  four  words,  and  the  ten 
laft  lines,  fhould  be  expunged,  leaving  no  more  fubftance  than  the 
plea  of  Not  Guilty.     On  another  reference  to  Sir  Robert  Berkley,  on 
the  pretended  impertinency  of  the  interrogatories,  and  depofitions  of 
witneffes- taken  on  the  defendants  part,  he  certified,  that  the  faid  tn- 
terrogatories  fliould  be  fuppreffed.     By  reafon  of  this  certificate,  the 
fixteen  defendants  were,  by  a  fcntence  of  the  court  of  Star-chamber, 
committed  to  the  Fleet,  difabled  from  ufing  their  trade  of  foap-mak- 
ing-  one  of  them  fined  in  the  fum  of  1500I.  two  of  them  m  loool. 
a-piece,  and  four  of  them  in   looo  marks  a-piece.    The  corporation 
of  ftarch-makers  covenanted  to  pay  into  the  Exchequer,  for  the  firft 
y<ar  the  fum  of  1500I.  for  the  fecond  year  the  fum  of  2500I.  and 
after  the  faid  two  years  the  fum  of  3500 1.  per  am.     A  furveyor  and 
commiflioners  were  alfo  appointed  by  the  crown  to  fuperintend   tins 
company.     Ruflr^orth,  vol.  II.  p.  12,  ^ M.   p.  136.  165.  voL  III.  Ap,. 

pCndiXy    p.    109.  rr  r  c 

*  This  court,  on  eveiy  pretext,  condemned  to  excefTiVe  fines  foe 
the  Kind's  ufe  all  thofe  that  were  cited  before  them.  The  printers  of  a 
new  edition  of  the  book  of  Gommon-Praycr  fuflfered  a  large  pecuniary 
nmldl  for  leaving  out  one  letter. .  *' 
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Ann.  163!.  The  old  obfelete  laws  of  the  forcd  were  revived,  by 
which  not  only  great  fines  were  impofed,  but  great  an- 
nual rents  intended  to  be  fettled  by  way  of  contra^. 
The  better  to  effect  the  fame,  examples  were  made,  by 
fentence  in  the  Star-chamber  againft  feveral  perfons  for 
depopulations,  nuifances  in  building,  pretended  encroach- 
ments  upon  the  forcfts ;  with  other  things  of  the  like 
Proclamation,  naturc  *.  A  proclamation  was  ifTued  to  inform  the  pub- 
One  AlHnfon,  for  faying  that  the  archbifhop  of  York  had  afked  a 
limited  toleration  for  the  Papifts,  was  condemned  to  a  fine  of  loool. 
to  be  committed  to  prifon,  to  be  bound  to  his  good  behaviour  during 
life,  to  be  whipped,  to  be  fet  in  the  pillory  at  Weftminftcr,  and  at 
York,  Ipfwich,  and  Yarmouth. 

Lord   Morley  was  fined   11, cool,   for  quarrelling  in    the  court  of 
Whitehall  with  Sir  George   Theobalds,  one  of  the  King's  fervants. 
Laud  gave  his  vote  that  this  ccnfure  fliould  be  20,oool.     Rujhwortb 
vol.  II.  p.  269.     Strafford* s  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  ^'^^, 

One  Maud  was  fined  5000I  for  faying,  that  he  heard  the  King  went 
to  mafs  with  the  Queen.     Pickering,  for  faying  the  King  was  a  Papift 
an  his  heart,  was  deeply  fined,  fet  in  the  pillory  in  two  feveral  places 
Und  loft  both  his  ears.     Strafford* 5  Letters,  vol.  II.  p.  1 80. 

One  Grccnvile  was  fined  4000I.  and  to  pay  4000 1.  damages,  for 
faying  that  the  earl  of  Suffolk  was  a  bafc  lord.  Rujhwortb,  vol.  Ill, 
Appendix. 

Sir  Richard  Wifcman,  for  fome  offences  of  the  fame  kind  againft 
the  lord-keeper,  was  deeply  fined,  both  to  the  King  and  to  that  lord 
was  fet  in  the  pillory,  and  degraded  from  his  rank  of  a  baronet.    Str af- 
firms Letters,  vol.  II.  p.  1 80. 

One  Bennet  was  fined  loool.  to  the  King,  and  lOool.  to  H^t  earl 
of  Marlborough,  for  faying,  that  the  faid  earl  had  dealt  bafely  with 
him,  in  not  paying  him  30 1.  which  was  due  upon  bond,  Strafford's 
Letters,  vol.  II.  p.  128. 

•  On  the  authority  of  fome  old  ftatutes,  which  had  been  repealed 
in  the  twcnty-firft  of  James,  againft  depopulations,  or  the  converting 
arable  lands  into  pafturc.  Sir  Anthony  Roper  was  fined  4000 1.  This 
fcvcrc,  illegal  icntcncc  terrified  others  into  compofitions,  which  brought 
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lie,  that  his  majefty  had  renewed  a  commifGon  to  fome  Ann.  i6ji. 
lords,  judges,  and   council   learned,  to  fell,  grant,  and 
confirm  to  them,  all  pofleflions  to  which  their  titles  were  Ry'"^^^^^- 
any  way  defective,  by  making  fuch  compofitions  as  the  p.  ,68. 
faid  commiflTioners  fhould  approve  and  accept.     Letters 
were  fent  to  the  juftices  and  barons  of  the  Exchequer  to 
frame  orders  for  an  office  of  receiver  and  coUedlor  of 
fines  and  forfeitures  ereaed  by  the  late  King,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  prefent.     On  the  meeting  of  the  judges^ 
they   concluded   that   the   patents   for   this   office   were 
againft  law  and  the  King's  profit.      Nor  was  the  beha- 
viour of  the  judges  of  Weftminfter-Hall  fo  condefcend- 
ing  as  it  had  been  *  :  They  ftrenuoufly  refufed  to  com- 

in  a  large  fum.  Like  compofitions,  or  heavy  fines,  were  exafted  for 
encroachments  on  the  King's  Foreft,  the  limits  of  which,  by  parlia- 
mentary decrees,  had  been  efteemed  arbitrary  and  unjuft :  They  were 
now  extended  much  beyond  the  ufual  bounds.  The  foreft  of  Rock- 
ingham was  increafcd  from  fix  miles  to  fixty  •,  and  the  encroachers  were 
fined.  The  earl  of  Salift)ury  20,oocl.  the  earl  of  Weftmoreland  19,000!. 
Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton  1 2,000 1.  Sir  Lewis  Watfon  4000I.  lord  New- 
port 3000 1.  Sir  Robert  Bannifter  3000 1.  with  many  other  Icfs  fines. 
Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  335.  337.  vol.  II.  p.  117. 

The  Foreft  bufinels  was  fo  highly  refented,  that  many  hundreds  of 
the  ordinary  fort  underwent  heavy  fines  for  refifting  thofe  that  cnclofed 
for  his  majefty's  ufe  according  to  the  new  claim.     Rujhwortb,  vol.  III..' 

Appendix. 

On  the  authority  of  a  ftatute  of  the  3 1  Eliz.  a  commiffion  was  exe^ 
cuted  againft  poor  cottagers  who  had  not  four  acres  of  ground  laid  to 
their  houfes.  This  was  even  more  burdenfome  to  the  poor  than  the 
tax  of  ftiip- money.     Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  II.  p.  117. 

*  Sir  Giles  Arlington  was  queftioncd  by  the  High-commifTiOners  for 
baving  married  his  niece :  he  pleaded,  that  it  was  not  within  the  Le- 
vitical  imerdid  \  and  brought  the  affair  into  the  Common-Pleas.  The 
court  of  Common-Pleas  granted  two  rules  ♦,  one  requiring  the  High- 
commiiTioners  to  Ihew  caufe  why  a  prohibition  fhould  not  be  granted,. 
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Ann.  1531.  ply  with  the  royal  commands,  not  to  grant  any  more 
prohibitions  againft  the  Prerogative-court,  of  which  Sir 
Henry  Martin  was  judge  *, 

and  the  other  intimating,  that  if  they  proceeded  a  prohibition  Ihould 
follow.  Charles  feverely  chid  the  judges  for  this  encroachment,  as  he 
termed  it.  On  Laud's  protefting,  that  he  would  excommunicate  them 
in  his  own  diocefe,  and  denounce  it  himfelf  at  St.  Paul's,  if  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  did  not  do  it  in  his  province,  they  defifted.  Sir 
Giles  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  High-commilTion  court :  He  was 
fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  12,000 1.  to  the  King,  to  give  20,000!.  fecu- 
rity  never  to  cohabit  with  his  niece,  and  to  be  imprifoned,  or  give  fuf- 
ficient  bail,  till  himfelf  and  bride  had  done  penance  at  St.  Paul's  Crofs, 
and  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Cambridge. 

•  This  command  was  in  compliance  with  the  difbates  of  a  paper  pre- 
fented  by  bifliop  Laud  to  the  King,  entitled,  Confiderations  for  the 
better  fettling  the  church  government. 

The  nation  was  kept  in  continual  alarm  by  the  vifible  advances 
Charles  and  his  favourite  Laud  were  daily  making  towards  the  over- 
throw of  the  conftitution.  Some  time  before  this,  a  paper  had  been 
handed  about,  entitled,  A  Propofition  for  his  Majefty's  Service,  to  bri- 
dle the  Impertinence  of  Parliaments.  It  confided  of  two  parts ;  the 
firfl:  was  to  fubdue  the  power  of  parliaments,  and  the  other  for  in- 
creafing  the  royal  revenue.  The  reader  may  fee  the  propofal  at  large 
in  Rujhwcrtb,  vol.  I.  Appendix^  p.  12,  i^  feq.  Many  of  the  particu- 
lars have,  to  the  misfortune  of  this  country,  been  fuccefsfully  and 
fubftantially  carried  into  execution  by  the  minifters  who  fuccecd- 
cd  thefe  times.  They  were  but  too  congruous  to  the  pradlices  of 
\  Charles,  to  his  arbitrary  levies  of  money,  to  his  declarations  againft 
parliaments,  his  infringement  of  their  privileges,  and  avowed  relb- 
lution  not  to  acquiefce  in  their  determinations.  When  they  were 
communicated  to  the  public,  they  fet  the  nation  into  fuch  a  flame, 
.  that  the  court  found  it  neceflarv  to  endeavour  to  vindicate  them- 
felves.  The  earl  of  Bedford,  the  earl  of  Somerfet,  the  earl  of  Clare, 
Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Mr.  Selden,  and  Mr.  Si.  John,  were  committed  to 
prifon,  and  profecuted  in  the  Star-chamber,  for  being  the  authors  and 
publifhers  of  the  libel.     In  the  courfe  of  the  trial  it  appeared,  on  the 
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Whilst  England,  in  regard  to  foreign  affairs,  en- Ann.  1631, 
joyed  a  perfed  calm,  whilft  its  fubjeas  were  totally  en- 
gaged in  making  feeble  defences  againft  the  vigorous 
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attacks  of  the  crown  and  hierarchy,  Germany  exlubitea  Germany. 
an  aaive  fcene  of  a  different  nature.  The  authority  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  had  gained  in  that  continent  threat- 
oath  of  Sir  David  Fowlis,  that  the  fcheme  had  been  written  fome  time 
ago  by  Sir  Rob.  Dudley,  a  difcontented  Papift  refiding  in  Tufcany,  who, 
in  right  of  his  grandfather,  had  taken  upon  himfelf  the  title  of  duke  of 
Northumberland.  This  fcheme  he  had  fent  to  James,  on  the  differences 
between  him  and  his  parliament;  "  concluding,  as  the  ingenious  Mr. 
Walpole,  in  his  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,  fuppofes,  no 
method  fo  eafy  or  fure  of  recovering  his  own  right,  as  to  inftrufl  the 
King  how  to  ufurp  upon  the  rights  of  his  fubjefts."  Sir  Robert  Peyton 
avers,  that  the  written  projeft  was  taken  out  of  the  King's  cabinet  by  a 
fervant  of  the  houfhold,  and  carried  to  Carr  earl  of  Somerfet,  who  Ihewcd 
it  to  the  earl  of  Clare,  Mr.  St.  John,  and  Mr.  Seldtrn. 

The  defendants  denied  their  having  any  concern  in  the  publication, 
and  pleaded  that  they  ought  not  to  be  queftioned  for  it,  being  written 
in  the  time  of  king  James,  and  not  in  reference  to  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment, which  they  had  not  the  leaft  thought  or  intention  to  fcandalize. 

Before  the  determination  of  the  caufe,  Charles  fent  a  mefiage  to  the 
court  to  ftop  farther  proceedings  againft  the  defendants,  on  account  of 
the  queen's  being  brought  to-bed  of  a  fon  :  this  happened  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  May,  1630.     The  King  rode  with  extraordinary  pomp  to  St. 
Paul's,  to  give  God  thanks  for  the  public  bleffing.     A  ftar  happening 
at  the  fame  time  to  appear  in  a  clear  (ky,  the  court-flatterers  infiftcd 
much  on  the  incident ;  medals  were  ftruck  in  honour  of  the  prince's  na- 
tivity, reprefenting  the  ftar  at  his  birth,  and  the  following  motto:  Hac- 
renus  Anglorum  milli.     Monarchical  writers  complain,  that  the  people  i;i 
general  teftified  little  joy  on  this  occafion  :  they  rather  mourned  the  in- 
creafe  of  a  family  that  had  (hewed  themfelves  fuch  enemies  to  the  irzc- 
dom  of  the  conftitution-,  and  the  birth  of  a  prince  who  would  fuck  in 
fuperftition  with  his  milk,  and  from  education  and  example  imbibe  thol<i 
principles  of  arrogance  and  tyranny  that  rendered  his  parents  tormuiablc 
10  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.     Rujhwcrtb,  vol.  II.  p.  5  r ,  '^  fn-  ^-chard, 
vol.  II.  p.  93.     Cuthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  ^^^'^  ^  M- 
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Ann.  1631.  ened  the  entire  fubverfion  of  the  free  conftitution  of  the 
empire;  and  was  become  fo  formidable  to  the  neigh- 
bouring potentates,  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  began  to 
enter  into  deep  and  ferious  fchemes  for  abating  the  grow- 
ing power  of  that  rival  family.  The  opprefllon  of  the 
Proteftants  raged  witli  an  exceeding  violence  *  :  Ferdi- 
nand declared,  that  there  lliould  be  none  but  Catholic 
Rarnwcrth.  niugiftrates  through  all  his  hereditary  dominions.  In 
&  fe<J!"  ^'  ^^'  ^^^e  circle  of  Suabia,  orders  were  given  that  they  Hiould 
be  deprived  of  their  poflciTions,  and  the  Catholics  rein- 
ftated  in  the  goods  of  the  church,  hi  confequence  of 
this  mandate,  the  Proteftant  churches  were  fliut  up  j  the 
adminiilration  of  the  univeifity  of  Prague  vcfled  in  the 
hands  of  tlic  Jcfuits  ;  the  pallors  of  the  reformed  religion 
not  only  ordered  to  forbear  the  exercifc  of  their  faith, 
but  to  leave  the  country,  and  live  in  a  perpetual  banifli- 
iiient.  The  fame  fcveriiics  v/cre  excrcifcd  in  the  town 
of  Halberftadt.  Wallenftein,  the  general  of  the  Impe- 
rialids,  was  invelled  with  the  dukedoms  of  Mecklen- 
burg, and  a  declaration  publiflied  by  the  emperor  againfl 
the  legal  pofTeflbrs,  accufing  them  of  high-treafon.  The 
court  of  Vienna  no  longer  diflembled  its  defigns  to  fup- 
prefs  the  Proteftant  religion,  extinguifli  the  liberties  of 
the  empire,  and  render  the  Imperial  crown  hereditary  in 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Wallenftein  openly  boafled,  that 
the  eledtors  would  foon  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
Spanifh  grandees.  An  edidt  was  publilhed  at  Vienna, 
commanding  the  Proteftant s  to  reftore,  without  lofs  of 
time,  the  ecclefiaftical  benefices  in  their  pofTeffion,  parti- 

♦  The  Proteftant  married  women  of  Bohemia  were  perfecuted  in  an 
extraordinary  manner.  VideHarts*sUfeofCuJiai}UsAdclpbuSy^io.  I739> 
vol.  L  p.  121,  ^  feq, 
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cularly  the  archbifhoprics,  biflioprics,  prelacies,  hofpitals,  Ann,  1631. 
and  all  the  other  effects  of  the  church,  occupied  by  them 
fince  the  treaty  of  PaiTaw  in  the  year  1555. 

On  this  momentous  occafion,  the  eyes  of  all  men  were 
fixed  on  Guftavus  Adolphus,  king  of  Sweden,  whofe  war- 
like genius  had  rendered  him  the  moft  diftinguiOied  mo- 
narch of  that  or  any  other  age.     He  was  at  this  time  en- 
gaged  in  a  war  with  the  king  of  Poland.     The  kmgs  of 
England  and  France  joined  their  good  offices  to  mediate 
a  peace  *,  in  hopes  of  engaging  Guftavus  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Europe.      From  the  per- 
fuafions  of  thefe   princes,    and   the   invitations    of    the 
German  Proteftants,  Guftavus  undertook  the  invafion  of 
that  country.     The  king  of  England   agreed  to  furnifh 
him  with  fix  thoufand  men  ;  but  that  he  might  preferve 
the  appearance  of  neutrality,  they   were  levied   in  ihe 
marquis  of  Hamilton's  name. 

During   thefe  fecret  negociaticns,  the  emperor  con- 
voked a  diet  at  Ratilbon,  in  order  to  prevail  with  the 
princes  to  elecT:  his  fon  king  of  the  Romans.     He  had 
already  invefted   him  with  the  kingdom  of  Hungary, 
and  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  which  he  now  confidered  as  ^  ^ 
an  indefeafible  inheritance  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Fcr-  ^^^^^^^'^^^ 
dinand  endeavoured  to  vindicate  himfelf  from  being  the  ^  iccj. 
author  of  a  war  that  had  fo  long  ravaged  the  empire, 
and  laid  the  whole  blame  on  the  princes  of  the  Evange- 
lical league,  but  particularly  on  the  Palfgrave.     He  pro- 
pofed  to  the  diet,  to  pafs  an  ad  that  he  fliould  contuiue 

*  A  truce  was  agreed  on  for  fix  years  between  Sweden  and  Poland. 
7?,^:...//^  vol. II.  p, 55.  ^^^  abaniaicd 
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Ana.  1631.  a  banifhcd  man,  and  that  the  princes  there  affembled 
fhould  never  entertain  peace  or  amity  with  him.  He 
then  excufed  himfelf  concerning  his  feizing  the  duchy 
of  Mantua  on  the  death  of  its  prince,  pretending  that 
it  was  only  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  empire  in 
Italy.  He  propofed,  that  if  a  treaty  then  on  foot,  touch- 
ing a  difference  between  him  and  the  king  of  Sweden, 
did  not  fuccced,  that  the  princes  of  the  empire  (hould 
provide  money  for  maintaining  a  Handing  army  ;  that 
they  fhould  take  meafures  to  reftore  martial  difcipline, 
to  eftablifli  proper  regulation  for  the  quarters  and  paf- 
fagcs  of  foldiers  ;  and  that  the  king  of  Sweden  fliould 
be  threatened  with  the  whole  power  of  the  empire.  In 
anfwer  to  thefe  propofals,  the  princes  eledlors  laid  open, 
the  grievances  of  the  empire.  The  ele6lor  of  Saxony, 
protedlor  of  the  Augfburg  Confeflion,  prefTed  him  to  re- 
peal his  cdi(5l,  reftore  the  city  of  Augfburg  to  the  frui- 
tion of  its  ancient  liberty,  and  compel  his  officers  to  re- 
fund the  contributions  they  had  levied  in  almoft  all  the 
provinces  of  the  empire.  His  old  ally,  the  eledtor  of 
Bavaria,  dreading  the  confequence  of  his  growing  great- 
nefs,  had  privately  folicited  cardinal  Richelieu  to  un- 
dertake the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  empire  ;  and 
now  declared,  that  the  deliberations  of  that  afTembly 
could  not  be  free  whilft  the  emperor  had  an  army  of 
150,000  men  at  his  devotion.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
Catholic  princes  exhorted  him  to  divert  the  Proteftants 
from  an  union  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  by  granting 
to  them,  for  a  term  of  forty  years,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  benefices  they  had  poflefled  fmce  the  treaty 
of  Paffaw.  Farther  they  gave  him  to  underftand,  that 
as  a  previous  Hep  towards  the  accomphflimcnt  of  his 
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fon's  eleftion,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  difband  the  great-  Ann,  163U. 
eft  part  of  his  troops,  and  take  the  command  of  his 
army  from  Wallenftein,  to  whofe  large  commiffion,  given 
without  their  confent,  they  attributed  great  part  of  the 
outrages  and  injuries  they  had  fuiTered  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war.  Ferdinand  yielded  to  thefe  remonftrances, 
difmiffed  Wallenftein  from  his  fervice,  obliged  him  to 
refign  the  inveftiture  of  the  duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  and  . 
retained,  of  all  his  army,  but  40,000  troops. 

On  the  meeting  of  this  diet,  Charles   gave  orders  to  • 
Sir  Robert  Anftruther,  his  refident  at  the  court  of  Den-  - 
mark,  to  apply  to  the  emperor  in  favour  of  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  eledor-palatine.  to  his  dignity  and  patrimony. 
The  ambaffador  pleaded,  that  nothing  could  affca:  his  . 
mafter  more  than  the  confideration  of  the  daily  calami- 
ties undergone  by  his  brother-in-law,  the  prince  elector, 
his  wife  and  children  ;   that  no  place  was  more  expedient 
to  treat  of   peace,   reconciliation,    and    re-eft abliilimenr,  , 
than  in  the  diet:  therefore  he  made  it  his  ardent  requeft 
to  his  Imperial  majefty,  that  having  regard  to  the  many 
interceftions   of  his   late   father,   and   other   kings    and  : 
princes,  he  would  remit  the  difpleafure  conceived  againft 
his  brother,  and  recal  the  prefcription  iffued  out  againft 
him.     True  it  was  his  brother  had  offended,  and  was  in- 
excufably  guilty,  unlefs  the  raflinefs  and  precipitation  of 
youth  might  fomewhat  plead  for  him ;  but  others  had 
been  as  culpable,  whom  yet  his  Imperial  majefty  had  re- 
ceived into  favour  ;  and  would  he  be  pleafed  to  extend 
to  him  the  fame  clemency,  it  would  oblige  his  mafter  to 
demonftrations  of  the  greateft  gratitude,  and  raife  a  glo- 
rious emulation  in  others  to  imitate  fo  excellent  a  pattern;  . 
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Ann.  1631.  that  the  Palfgrave  would  entertain  his  favour  with  a 
heart  fo  firmly  devoted  to  his  fcrvice,  fo  as  all  the  inten- 
tions of  his  fpirit  ihould  be  difpofed  to  compenfation 
and  reparation  of  his  former  mifcarriages  ;  that  his  ma- 
jeily  of  Great  Britain  held  nothing  fo  dear  as  the  affec- 
tion of  his  Imperial  majefty,  and  eftablilliment  of  a  dura- 
ble peace  between  them  ;  and  as  upon  all  occafions  he 
had  been  forward  to  rcprefent  himfelf  folicitous  for  it, 
fo  at  this  time  he  was  ready  to  give  more  ample  tefti- 
mony,  if  his  Imperial  majefty  was  plcafed  to  incline  to  a 
treaty.  The  anfwer  returned  to  this  humble  interceflion 
was,  that  if  the  prince  would  afk  pardon,  renounce  the 
crown  of  Bohemia  for  ever,  and  his  own  electorate  for 
himfelf  and  his  heirs,  and  enter  into  no  farther  intrigues, 
cither  with  German  princes  or  foreigners  ;  on  thcfe  con- 
ditions he  promifed,  from  motives  of  bounty  and  cle- 
mency, to  reftore  to  him  part  of  a  province,  and  allow 
him  a  penfion.  Frederic  rejedled  thefe  propofals  with  fpi- 
rit, notwithftanding  the  king  of  England  had  given  An- 
flruther  powers  to  become  refponfiblc  for  his  fuhmifTion. 
Charles  was  fo  amufed  with  the  emperor's  propofals,  that 
it  prevented  him  from  entering  into  an  avowed  alliance 
with  the  king  of  Sweden,  tho'  he  had  taken  fomc  pains 
10  bring  that  prince  into  Germany. 


The  Proteftant  princes,  after  the  breaking  up  of  the 
diet,  obtained  leave  to  hold  one  for  themfelves  at  Leip- 
fick,  on  pretence  of  concerting  meafures  for  an  accom- 
modation with  the  emperor  touching  the  edic^  of  refti- 
tution.  The  deliberations  of  this  affembly  turned  upon 
the  grievances  of  the  empire.  They  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  to  levy  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  and  to 
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form  a  ftanding  council.  They  fent  a  declaration  to  the  Ann.  1631. 
emperor,  importing,  that  notwithftanding  their  refolution 
to  raife  troops,  they  Ihould  be  perfedlly  well  difpofed  to 
preferve  the  peace,  if  the  grievances  they  complained  of 
were  redreffed.  After  the  conference  at  Leipfick,  all  par- 
ties prepared  for  hoftilities^ 

On  the  landing  of  Guftavus,  he  was  immediately 
joined  by  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  and  other  Pro- 
teftant princes.  The  Imperial  troops  were  in  a  fhort 
lime  driven  out  of  the  ifland  of  Pomerania,  and  from 
this  period  a  continued  feries  of  victory  attended  the 
arms  of  the  Swedifli  hero.  In  an  important  battle  fought 
at  Leipfick,  the  experienced  general  Tilly,  and  his  army 
of  veterans,  were  totally  defeated  by  the  valour  of  the 
Swedes,  and  the  conducSl  of  their  leader.  The  affairs  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  began  to  grow  dcfpcrate :  Half  of  Ger- 
many was  fubdued  by  the  vidlorious  Swede;  the  duke  of 
Saxony  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Bohemia  ;  the  land- 
grave of  HcfTc  had  caft  himfelf  on  the  iid^  of  the  con- 
queror ;  and  the  duke  of  Bavaria  v/as  inclining  towards 
the  fcale  of  fuccefs.  In  this  turn  of  fortune,  the  em- 
peror had  again  recourfe  to  his  old  general  Wallenftein, 
whom  he  inceffantly  preffed  to  rcfume  his  command ;  at 
len^|i  Wallenftein  complied,  and  imdertook  to  raife  an 
army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  provided  that  during  his 
fervice  he  was  fole  and  abfolute,  not  to  be  commanded 
by  the  king  of  Hungary,  the  emperor's  fon,  or  directed 
by  the  councils  of  Vienna.  This  experienced  officer  foon 
changed  the  face  of  affairs :  He  recovered  Egra,  Prague, 
and  all  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia.  A  battle  was  fought 
at  Lutzen,  betv/een  him  and  the  Swedifti  monarch,  who 
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Ann.  163!.  4>eri(hed  in  the  midft  of  the  conteft  *.  To  the  almoft 
fingular  honour  and  reputation  of  his  troops,  they  ob- 
tained a  complete  victory,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of 
their  leader. 

Harte'sLife  SoME  time  after  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  Wallenftein,  by 
AMUsT  ^^e  dilates  of  the  treacherous  councils  at  Vienna,  was 
vo!.u.f.52.  pj.jvately  profcribed  by  the  emperor,  and  himfelf  and 
four  colonels  under  his  command,  who  were  particularly 
attached  to  his  perfon,  bafely  murdered  at  Egra.  The 
bloody  deed  was  perpetrated  by  fome  Scotch  and  Irifli 
officers,  the  Germans  and  Italians  having  refufed  to  im- 
brue their  hands  in  their  general's  blood.  After  his 
death  the  emperor  feized  on  all  his  efFecSts.  Thus  he  re- 
warded the  man  who  had  facrificed  every  confideration  to 
his  fervicc  f,  and  by  whole  military  endowments  he  had 
been  enabled  to  tyrannize  over  Germany. 

By  the  fagacity  and  condud  of  that  diflinguifhed  po- 
litician Oxienftern,  who  governed  the  affairs  of  Sweden 
during  the  minority  of  their  young  queen  Chriftina,  the 
war  was  kept  alive  in  Germany  for  feventeen  years.  The 
French  contributed  their  affiilance,  and  after  the  death  of 
Guftavus  openly  declared  war  againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
Notwithftanding  a  jealoufy  and  divifion  among  t|p  al- 
lies, a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at  Munfter,  much  to 
the  advantage  of  France,  Sweden,  and  the  Proteftant  in- 

♦  PufFendorf,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Swedes,  fays,  that  Guftavus  was 
killed  by  his  ally,  Francis- Albert  duke  of  Lawenburg,  who  had  been 
bribed  by  the  Imperialifts  to  commit  this  infamous  aft. 

+  Wallenftein  had  been  bred  a  Proteftant. 
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tereft,  and  to  the  great  weakening  of  the  power  of  the  Ann.  1631. 
Auftrian  family. 


The  unhappy  ele(n:or- palatine,  foiled  in  every  at- 
tempt to  re-eftabli(h  his  broken  fortune,  had  reaped 
no  fruit  from  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuccefs  which 
had  attended  the  king  of  Sweden.  The  manner  in 
which  the  king  of  England  had  aflifted  him,  rather 
difgufted  than  obliged  this  monarch.  The  Britifli  aux- 
iliaries, commanded  by  Hamilton,  in  his  own  name, 
fliewed  Charles  either  afraid  or  afliamed  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  Liberty,  and  had  caft  a  damp  upon  the  Proteft- 
ant intereft.  The  States  General  refufed  to  engage  in  the 
quarrel,  unlefs  the  king  of  England  would  declare  him- 
felf a  contracting  party ;  and  the  princes  of  Germany 
grew  cold  and  referved.  Guftavus  expoftulated  on  this 
condudt,  and  required  that  the  BritiQi  monarch  fliould 
fend  over  ten  thoufand  men,  to  be  paid  by  himfelf  as  a 
party  againft  the  emperor :  If  this  was  agreed  to,  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton  fliould  be  general  in  chief,  and 
no  peace  concluded  with  the  emperor  till  the  eledlor- 
palatine  was  reinftated.  Charles,  inftead  of  immediately 
cloftng  with  this  advantageous  propofal,  fent  over  Sir 
Henry  Vane  to  negociate  a  treaty  *.  He  had  been  fo 
long  in  determining  the  point,  that  Guftavus  told  his 
ambaflador,  it  was  too  late  to  enter  into  engagements  for 
the  reftitution  of  the  Palatinate.     He  could   not  ftipu- 


Rudiworth, 
vol.  II.  p.  62. 


Rufhworth, 
vol.11,  p.  13 1. 


■  *  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  who  had  been  fome  time  agent  at  Guftavus's 
court,  was  recalled,  becaufe  he  fhewed  himfelf  forward  and  zealous  for 
Charles's  contributing  a  powerful  afTiftance.  Sir  Henry  Vane  was  fcnt  in 
his  place,  as  a  man  more  inclined  to  peace,  and  whofe  opinions  were 
more  congruous  to  the  king  of  England's  councils. 

Vol.  n.  R  late 
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Ann.  1631.    late  to  make  war  upon  Bavaria  for  the  prefcnt,  having 
juft  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  French,  by  which  they 
were  to  furnifli  him  a  yearly  penfion  of  1,200,000  li- 
vres  during  the  continuation  of  the  league  ;  he  having, 
on  his  part,  obliged  himfelf  to  grant  a  neutrality  to  the 
duke  of  Bavaria.     That  his  mafler  had  too  long  depended 
on  the  Spanifh  treaty,  which  was  a  fault  had  prejudiced 
the  caufe  much.     "  If,  added  he,  we  had  concluded  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  French  ambaflador,  I  could  have 
attacked  Bavaria,  but  I  cannot  undertake  to  war  againft 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  France,  and  the  Catholic  league." 
He  afterwards  propofed,  that  the  king  of  England  (hould 
furniQi  an  addition  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  twenty- 
five  thoufand  poimds  per  month  for  their  maintenance ; 
that  he  fliould  engage  to  enter  into  a  war  with  Spain,  if 
Sweden  was  attacked  from  that  quarter ;  and  moreover, 
that  the  Lutheran  religion  fhould  be  cftablifhed  in  the 
Palatinate.      On   thefe  conditions,  he  faid,  he  would  en- 
gage never  to  (heath  his  fword  till   the  Palatinate  (hould 
be  re-conquercd,    and  delivered  to  its  lawful  pofTefTor. 
Guftavus   moreover  made   it   his   requeft,    that  Frederic 
(hould  repair  immediately   to   the  Swedifli   army,   and 
march  with  it  into  his  own  dominions.     Thefe  propofals 
were  in  a  manner  rejected  by  Sir  Henry  Vand.      Guila- 
vus,  totally  difgufted  with  the  politics  of  Charles,  whom 
he  had  fo  often  in  vain  prcfled  with  many  arguments 
to  furnifli  an  effcdlual  alliftance  *  j  and,  perhaps  elated 

*  At  the  end  of  a  letter  he  wrote  to  inform  Charles  of  his  viflory 
at  Leipfick,  he  fays,  "  We  doubt  not  but  you  will  receive  the  news  of 
this  viftory  with  affeiftion  and  joy ;  that  you  wiU  confidcr  the  prefent 
opportunity  as  a  circumftance  not  to  be  neglected,  dirccfling  your  whole 
attention  to  this  finglc  objed,  and  making  it  your  royal  care  to  advance 
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with  that  torrent  of  fuccefs  which  had  attended  his  arms,  Ann.  1631. 
in  a  farther  conference  with  the  ambaiTador,  talked  in 
the  following  high  terms  concerning  the  reftitution  of 
the  Palatinate. 

««  That  the  Palfgrave  (hould  hold  his  dominions  as  a  Runiwortb, 

o  vol.II.p.»oo# 

donative  of  the  king  of  Sweden : 

«  That  he  (liould  make  no  martial  levies  without 
the  Swede's  confent: 

"  That  during  this  war  he  (hould  furnifh  the  Swede 
with  fo  many  thoufand  men  upon  his  own  pay : 

«  That  two  of  his  chiefeft  towns  (hould  (land  cau- 
tionaries  for  the  performing  of  covenants : 

"  That  he  (hould  make  no  league  nor  article  with 
any  other  prince,  without  the  Swede's  confent." 

Sir  Henry  Vane  propofed,  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Mc'^°;«of^ 
En«^land,  that  Hamilton  (hould  have  the  complement  of  Hamilton,^ 
Swedilh  foldiers  which  had  been  firft  (lipulated  to  him  j  p°  21.' 
that  they  (hould  be  paid  with  Engli(h  money,  and  aug-  ^f  g'uLvus*; 
mented  with  a  body  of  troops  from  Great  Britain,  that  ^^°J:^p-357. 
(liould  make  a  large  army,   to  be  led  by  Hamilton  into 
the  Palatinate.     Guilavus,  who  was  now  determined  not 
to  admit  Charles  but  in  the  quality  of  a  fubordinate  ally, 

the  good  of  the  Chriftian  world,  and  promote  the  welfare  of  your  own 
relations,  by  affiftances  in  men  and  money,  and  by  magnanimous  refo- 
lutions."     Harte's  Lift  of  Guflavus,  vol.  I.  p.  4 1 2,  6f  feg. 
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Ann.  1631.  rejecT:ed  the  propofal  with  difdain,  and  ordered  the  nego- 
ciations  to  be  broke  oiF.  Sir  Henry  Vane  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Hamilton  were  recalled.  What  remained  of  the 
linglifh  troops,  reduced  to  two  regiments,  were  left  be- 
hind, and  continued  to  ferve  the  king  of  Sweden. 

Hamilton,  by  the  concurrence  of  unfortunate  ac- 
cidents, had  gained  neither  honour  to  the  Britifh  arms, 
nor  advantage  to  the  king  of  Bohemia.  On  his  in- 
terview with  the  king  of  Sweden,  immediately  before 
the  battle  of  Leipfick,  it  was  determined  that  he  fliould 
guard  Cuftrin,  Frankfort,  Laufberg,  and  the  other  paf- 
fages  on  the  Oder,  that  if  a  battle  was  loft  the  Swedes 
might  make  a  fafe  retreat.  On  his  arrival  at  Frank- 
fort, the  plague  carried  oil  one-third  of  his  army.  Af- 
ter the  battle  of  Leipfick,  he  was  ordered  to  march 
into  Silefia,  with  a  reinforcement  of  two  hundred  horfe, 
and  three  hundred  foot.  He  relieved  CrofTcn,  furprized 
Guben,  and  was  preparing  to  attack  Glogaw,  when  he 
received  difpatches  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  informing 
him,  that  the  eledlor  of  Saxony  had  undertaken  the  con- 
queft  of  Silefia.  Hamilton  was  commanded  to  march 
back  again,  through  the  fame  defolatcd  countries  he  had 
left  in  Lower  Saxony,  in  order  to  beficge  Magdeburg  *, 
a  well-fortified  town,  wliich  had  three  thoufand  men  in 
garrifon.  His  army  confilled  of  his  Britifh  troops,  now 
diminiflicd  to  fifteen  hundred  men,  three  thoufand  Ger- 

*  This  place  had  been  taken  the  year  before  by  Tilly.  The  Impe- 
rialifts  committed  execrable  cruelties  :  The  whole  city  was  reduced  to 
afhes,  except  the  cathedral,  and  a  few  fifliing  huts  on  the  banks  of 
the  Elbe.     Above  thirty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  perilhed  in  the 
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man  foot,  and  one  thoufand  Swedifli  horfe.     Guftavus  Ann.  1631. 
fent  him  a  reinforcement  under  general  Bannier,  that  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  his  forces  to  feven  thoufand  men. 
Magdeburg,  after  having  been  reduced  to  great  difficul- 
ties, was  upon  the  point  of  capitulating,  when  the  gar- 
rifon was  unexpectedly  relieved  with  a  recruit  of  thirteen  Ann.  163Z. 
hundred  men  ;  and  Pappenheim,  with  a  body  of  Impe- 
rial forces,  was  coming  to  its  affiftance.      Hamilton  flre- 
nuoufly  infilled  on  fighting  die  enemy :  Bannier  differed 
in  opinion,  and  produced  a  commiffion  from  Guftavus, 
appointing  him  general  of  the  Swedes  and  Dutch  in.  that 
army,  together  with  orders  not  to  hazard  an  engagement. 
Hamilton  was  forced   to  fubmit,  and  to  draw  off  his 
troops  from  the  town.      Pappenheim  carried  off  the  gar- 
rifon of  Magdeburg,  with  all   the  rich  efFedts  that  Tilly 
had  brought  together  from  the  plunder  of  his  victories. 
On  his  retreat,  Hamilton  took  pofTcflion  of  Magdeburg. 
After  this  expedition,  he  got  fo  little  affiftance  from  the 
king  of  Sweden,   who  was  determined   not   to   indulge 
him  with  an  independant  command,  that  he  was  obliged 
to    incorporate    his   remaining   forces   into   the  German 
troops  ;  whilft  he  himfclf,  till  he  was  recalled,  ferved  as 
a  volunteer  under  Guftavus  *." 

*  This  German  expedition  of  Hamilton's,  which  turned  out  fo  In- 
diiTerently,  had  fubjeded  him  to  a  whimfical  accufation  of  treafon. 
From  motives  of  refentment,  either  on  the  fufpicious  death  of  his 
father,  whom,  it  was  vulgarly  noifed,  died  by  poifon,  or  from  hatred 
to  Buckingham  on  another  fubjed — the  being  forced  to  marry  his  niece 
by  the  countefs  of  Denbigh — he  had  retired  from  court.  In  this  private 
way  of  life  he  continued  from  the  laft  year  of  James's  reign  till  the 
death  of  Buckingham,  when,  by  the  repeated  folicitations  of  Charles, 
he  accepted  of  the  place  of  mafter  of  the  horfe,  gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber, and  was  made  privy  counfellor  of  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland 
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Thus  Charles  loft  a  fair  opportunity  of  fliaring  the 
glories  and  the  conquefts  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  that 

and  England.     Soon  after  this,  by  the  advice  and  direclion  of  Charles, 
he  entered  into  the  forementioned  engagements  with  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, for  the  levy  of  the  ftipulated  contingency.     Charles  not  only  fur- 
nilhed  him  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  but  granted  him  a  leafe  of  the 
cuftoms  of  the  wines  in  Scotland  for  fixtcen  years.     Thefe  and  other 
extraordinary  marks  of  royal  favour  railed  fo  much  envy  amongft  the 
creatures  of  the  court,  that  one  Ramfey,  a  man  employed  by  Hamilton 
in  the  bufmefs  of  levying  foldiers,  having  talked  to  the  lord  Reay,  a 
general  officer  in  the  Swcdifh  fervice,  in  a  loofe  unguarded  manner  con- 
cerning the  tyrannical  conduct  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  towards  the  Pu- 
ritans, with  other  exprtfllcns  of  diftafte  to  the  government,  Reay  pre- 
tended Rarnfcy  had  acquainted  him,  that  the  levies  which  were  going 
on  under  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  were  to  be  employed  in  aflerting 
his  claim  to  the  crown  of  Scotland ;  that  he  was  to  be  joined  by  the 
earls  of  Haddington,  Roxburgh,  and  Buccleugh,  who  were  to  furprize 
the  forts,  imprifon  the  royal  family,  and  flrike  off  the  heads  of  the 
chief  minifters,  both  in  Scotland  and  England.     This  the  lord  Reay 
carried  to  the  lord  Ochiltree,  the  lord  Ochiltree  to  Wefton  the  hich- 
treafurer,   who  magnified  it  in  luch  a  manner  to  the  King,  as  to  allege 
a  probability  that  the  marquis,  if  admitted  into  the  King's  bed-cham- 
ber, might  murder  him.     Charles,  who  was  not  apt  to  entertain  fuf- 
picions  againft  his  favourites,  treated  the  matter  (lightly,  admitted  Ha- 
milton to  his  prefence,  and  difclofed  to  him  in  a  very  friendly  manner 
the  accufation  which  had  been  charged  againft  him.     The  marquis  de- 
fired  to  be  immediately  tried,  and  offered  himfelf  to  reftraint  till  he 
was  cleared.     To  this  the  King  would  not  confent  •,  and,  as  a  farther 
mark  of  an  extraordinary  confidence,    commanded  him  to  lie  in  the 
bed-chamber  that  night.    When  Ramfey  was  called  upon,  he  abfolutely 
denied  the  converfation  with  which  he  was  charged  by  Reay.     There 
being  no  proof  on  either  fide,  and  the  King  being  fond  of  every  thing 
that  was  pompous,  confentcd  that  they  (hould  be  admitted  to  clear 
themfelves  in  the  ancient  way  of  combat.     A  court  of  chivalry  was 
creded,  and  Robert  earl  of  Lindfey  made,  for  the  occafion,  conftable 
of  England.     The  whole  proceedings  of  the  trial,  the  petitions  and 
anfwers,  with  all  the  farcical  folemnities  ufed  by  this  court,  are  enter- 
taining :  they  may  be  found  at  length  in  Rufhworth  j  but  are  too  long, 

and 


prince  having  offered  to  wage  war  till  the  reftitution  of  Ann.  1632. 

the  Palatinate,  if  he  would  have  avowed  himfelf  a  party 

againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Unhappily  for  Charles, 

his  ambition  was  entirely  confined  to  the  making  him- 

felf  defpotic  at  home.     Had  he  avoided  all  diffentions 

with  his  own  fubjedts,  he  might,  at  this   period,  have 

rendered  very  important  fervices  to  the  Proteftant  caufe» 

and  not  only  reinftated  his  brother-in-law  in  his  former 

pofleffions,   bu:    added   to    them   fome   of   the  Imperial 

fpoils.     The  unfortunate  Palfgrave,  after  a  long  ferics 

of  difappointmcnts,  died  at  Mentz,  a  few  months  after 

the  battle  of  Lutzen.     He  followed  Guftavus's  fortunes, 

and  had  fo  great  a  reliance  on  his  honour,  as  to  depend 

on  being  reftorcd  to  his  territories  by  his  means :    He 

was  fo  fanguine  in  this  notion  as  to  tell  both  Vane  and 

Hamilton,  that  he  believed  he  fhould  fpend  his  Chriftmas 

at  Heidelberg,  his  capital.     Nor  was  it  without  reafon  ^f  cufta^uf 

that  he  relied  on  the  honour  of  this  illuftrious   prince :  Adoiphus, 

*.  vol.11,  p.  10$. 

Guftavus  had  ever  lliewed  himfelf  fincere  in  all  his  pro- 
fellions,  and  open  and  candid  in  all  his  treaties.  It  is 
true  he  would  not  bind  himfelf  in  any  formal  engage- 
ment with  the  king  of  England  for  the  reftitution  of  the 
Palatinate,  becaufe  that  monarch  had  continually  refufed 


Fields. 


and  of  too  trivial  a  nature,-  to  be  inferted  here.  A  day  was  awarded 
for  the  combat.  The  champions  mounted  the  ftage  *  in  rich  drefles :  *  .'^J*^'^^* 
When  the  combatants  were  going  to  engage,  the  King's  order  inter- 
pofed,  and  the  bulinefs  was  flayed.  A  revocation  of  their  letters-pa- 
tent for  trying  this  caufe  was  brought  to  the  lord-conftable  and  mar- 
fhal,  and  thus  the  affair  ended.  The  lord  Ochiltree  was  carried  to 
Scotland,  and  after  a  trial  for  the  part  he  had  afted,  he  was  con- 
demned to  perpetual  imprifonment.  Burnetts  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
Hamilion,  p.  7,  10,21,  ^  feq.  Rufhworth,  vol.  II.  p.  112,  ^  feq^'  Gu- 
ttrie^  vol.  III.  p.  9 10,  ^  feq^, 

to 
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Ann.  1632.  to  bear  any  part  of  the  expencc  or  hazard  ;  but  Gufta- 
vus,  in  a  converfation  with  Vane,  declared,  that  though 
he  was  tender  of  promifing  one  iota  niore  than  lie  could 
perform,  yet  he  would  at  all  events  difcharge  the  duties 
of  a  man  of  honour,  and  referve  to  himfelf  the  glory 
of  executing  more  than  he  had  promifed.  He  folicited 
ftrongly  the  French  king  to  co-operate  with  him  in  rc- 
floring  the  Palatine  ;  and  alleged,  that  his  anccftors  had 
fupported  Henry  IV.  againfl  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  He  afterwards  took  Frederic  under  his  im- 
mediate protection,  when  the  king  of  England  had  re- 
linquiflied  his  intereft,  and  gave  him  as  magnificent  a  re- 
ception as  if  he  had  been  in  poflefTion  of  the  crown  of 
Bohemia.  The  news  of  Guftavus's  death  was  fuch  an  af- 
flidtion  to  this  unfortunate  prince,  that  it  at  once  put  an 
end  to  his  hopes  and  his  life.  After  his  deceafe,  Charles 
invited  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  with  her  family,  to  refide 
at  his  court;  She  excufed  herfelf  on  the  account  of  her 
great  grief,  which  rendered  her  incapable  of  taking  a  long 
journey.  Some  time  before  this.  Sir  Henry  Vane  had  been 
inftruded  to  fet  before  her,  in  the  flrongeft  colours,  the  ex- 
pediency of  permitting  her  eldefl  fon  to  be  bred  a  Papiil  in 
the  court  of  Vienna,  with  a  view  to  match  him  with  one 
of  the  daughters  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  To  this  propofal, 
it  is  faid  that  the  queen  made  the  following  refolute  reply  : 
"  That  rather  than  be  guilty  of  fo  irreligious  and  mean 
a  condefcenfion,  fhe  would  be  her  fon's  executioner." 


RuihworiK         Besides   the  auxiliaries  which  Charles  had  fent  into 

vol.ll.p.  184* 

&feq.  Germany,    he  gave   the  emperor  of  Mufcovy   leave  to 

raife  a  regiment  of  two  thoufand  men,  to  be  employed 
againfl  the  Poles.     The  emperor's   defign  was    againft 
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Sraolenfko.  Whilft  difpofitions  were  making  for  the  at-  Ana.  1632 
tack,  Sanderfon,  the  commander  of  the  Britifli  troops, 
was  murdered  in  the  trenches  by  one  Lefley  *,  a  Scotch- 
man.  The  Poles  taking  advantage  of  the  diftradlion 
which  this  accident  occafioned,  fell  upon  the  enemy, 
and  put  them  to  a  total  rout.  The  Mufcovite  was  con- 
flrained  to  accept  of  a  peace  upon  very  diflionourable 
terms  f. 

To  return  to  the  afFairs  of  England :  Charles  and  his 
prime-minifter.  Laud,  continued   to  indulge  themfelves 
in  the  exercife  of  an   unlimited  power.      Proclamations  Prochma- 
fupplied  the  defects  of  law  J,  and  the  High-commiflion 

*  Lefley  was  fent  over  a  prifoncr  into  England,  but  efcaped  juftice 
becaufe  he  could  not  be  tried  for  a  murder  committed  in  a  foreign 
country.  He  returned  to  Mufcovy,  where,  for  fufpicion  of  treafon, 
he  was  thrown  from  the  top  of  a  tower  on  fiiarp  fpikes  j  and  in  that 
torture  endured  a  lingering  death.     Rujhworth^  vol.  II.  p.  185. 

\  After  the  Ruffian  general  returned  home,  he  had  his  head  cut  off. 
His  fon,  the  lieutenant-general,  was  whipped  to  death,  and  his  family 
banirtied  into  the  country  of  Siberia,  there  to  catch  fables  for  the  em- 
peror's profit.     Rujhworthy  vol.  II.  p.  1 85. 

J  All  things  reladve  to  the  civil  government  of  the  country  were 
fettled  by  proclamations.  The  unbounded  power  the  King  exercifed 
in  this  particular,  was  in  eifcdt  that  of  taxation.  The  fale  of  tobacco 
was  reftrained  by  proclamation  :  this  produced  from  all  the  towns  and 
villages  in  England  a  certain  price  for  a  licence  to  fell  the  prohibited 
drug ;  and  a  confiderable  revenue  was  extorted  from  the  fubjed. 

The  lord-treafurer  Portland  had  infifted  with  the  vintners,  that  they 
(hould  fubmit  to  a  tax  of  a  penny  a-quart  upon  all  the  wine  that  thcy^ 
retailed.  On  their  refufal,  a  decree  was  made  in  the  Star-chamber, 
.  forbidding  them  to  fell  or  drefs  viduals  in  their  houfes.  To  compound 
this  matter,  they  were  obliged  to  give  the  King  6000I.  and  fubmit  ta 
pay  half  the  duty  that  was  demanded  of  them.  After  this  the  vint- 
ners, for  a  rent  of  30,000!.  a-year  to  the  King,  obtained  a  licence  to' 
raife  wines  one  penny  and  two  pence  a  quart  more  than  diey  were  ufu- 
ally  fold  at. 

Vol.  II,  S  A  pro- 
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Ann.  1633.   court  pcrfecuted  as  Puritans  all  who  refufed  to  fubmir  to 
defpotic  government.     This  drove  many  that  were  well 

A  proclamation  declared,  that  nc  hackney  coaches  (hould  be  fuffcP' 
cd,  and  that  no  perfon  (hould  go  in  any  kind  of  coach  in  the  ftreets 
of  London  and  Weftminfter,  except  the  owner  of  the  coach  con- 
ilantly  kept  four  able  horfes  fit  for  his  majefty's  fervice  whenfoever 
his  majefty's  occafions  fhould  require,  upon  pain  of  his  majefty's  high 
difpleafure  and  indignation,  and  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as  might  be 
inflided  for  the  contempt  of  his  majefty*s  royal  commands. 

Commiflloncrs  were  appointed  to  make  a  certificate  to  the  council- 
board,  or  in  the  court  of  Star-chamber,  of  thofe  that,  contrary  to  for- 
mer proclamations,  had  enlarged  the  city  of  London  by  new  buildings, 
or  had  divided  houfes  into  fcveral  dwellings  :  500 1.  2000I.  fines  were 
iet  on  thofe  tranfgreflbrs  againft  the  letter  of  the  proclamations,  though 
they  had  taken  the  precaution  to  procure  licences. 

Ray,  having  tranfportcd  fullers  earth,  contrary  to  a  proclamation, 
was  fiijed  in  the  Star-chamber  2000I.  and  fet  in  the  pillory.  Like 
tines  were  levied  on  Terry,  Eman,  and  others,  for  difobeying  one  that 
forbad  the  exportation  of  gold.    Rymer.  Rujbivorlh,  Strafford*s  Letters. 

Lords,  gentlemen,  clergymen,  and  others,  whofe  ftay  in  Londoa 
was  not  abfolutely  necelTary,  were  ordered  to  refule  in  their  refpedive 
counties.  An  information  was  lodged  in  the  Star-chamber  againft  fg- 
veral  hundreds  of  people  of  quality  and  fortune,,  for  that  they  had  un- 
lawfully agreed  together  how  they  might  withftand  his  majefty*s  pro- 
clamation, and  royal  pleafure  therein  exprefled. 

An  order  was  fent  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace  to  prefent  all  noble- 
men, that  had  not  particular  leave  of  the  King,  who  (hould  be  found 
in  town;,  and  to  impri(bn  aH  gentlemen.  This  was  inflidled  on  one 
Palmer,  who  was  commiited  to  the  Fleet,  and  fined  1000 1.  Rujhworthf 
vol  III.  j^pendix^  P»  51- 

Tliere  were  more  reafons  than  one  for  prohibiting  people  of  fortune 
to  refort  to  town  i  The  oppre(nons  of  the  times  were  become,  in  every 
-fecial  meeting,  the  univcrfal  topic  of  convcrfation. 

Al^  the  fubjefts  likewife  were  forbid  to  depart  the  realm,  without 
licence  from  the  King,  or  fix  of  his  privy- counfellors. 

There  had  been  many  of  thefe  kind  of  proclamations  in  the  laft 
reign.  This  was  fo  far  from  being  an  acknowledged  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  that  by  a  temporary  ad  of  parliament  it  was  granted  to  Henry 
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affected  to  the  Church  of  England  into  the  necelllty  of  Am.  1633. 
fiding  with  that  party,  to  enable  them  to  oppofe  the  ar- 
bitrary meafurcs  of  the  court ;  and  Puritanifm,  notwith- 
{landing  the  endeavours  of  the  church  and  King,  daily 
gained  ground.  The  Prefbyterians,  to  ftrengthen  them- 
felves  againft  the  defigns  of  their  enemies,  had  entered 
into  a  projedl  to  fet  up  ftipendiary  lectures  in  fcveral  mar- 
ket-towns, and  had  raifed  a  ftock  to  buy  in  fuch  impro- 
priations as  were  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  laity. 
A  fociety  was  eftabliflied,  under  the  title  of  Feoflles  for 
buying  in  of  impropriations  to  be  beftowed  on  preaching 
minifters.  Twelve  popular  and  religious  men  were 
erected  into  a  kind  of  corporation  to  manage  this  bufi- 
nefs ;  and  the  fcheme  received  fo  much  encouragement 
and  applaufe,  that  the  jealoufy  of  Laud  was  at  length 
roufed.  The  feoffees  were  profecuted  by  Noy,  the  attor- 
ney-general, in  the  court  of  Exchequer,  under  pretence 
that  they  ufurped  upon  the  King's  regality.  The  feoff- 
ment was  condemned;  the  impropriations  purchafed 
confifcated  to  the  King's  ufe ;  and  the  merits  of  the 
caufe  referred  to  a  farther  cenfure  in  the  Star-cham- 
ber. New  formalities  were  continually  fuggefted  by 
Laud,  and  approved  by  the  King:  A  form  of  divine 
fervice  was  introduced  in  the  fuperftitious,  whimfical 
ceremony  of  performing  the  cure  of  fcrophulous  ,dif- 
eafes  by  the  royal  touch.  With  thefe  fantaftical  .no-  hT-^o?* 
velties,  more  important  encroachments  marked  the  po^  vo?iu'*\6o 
tent  influence  of  this  arrogant  prelate.  The  following 
queftions  were  propofed  to  the  judges  concerning  the  li- 
berties and  exemptions  of  the  clergy :  «  Whether  clergy- 

VIII.  with  a  favingthe  lives  and  properties  of  the  fubjed.     The  aft 
was  repealed  in  Edward  VI.'s  time. 
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Ann.  1653.  nien  were  bound  to  find  watch  and  ward  day  or  night? 
whether  clergymen  might  be  compelled  to  take  appren- 
tices by  the  itatutes  of  the  poor?"  To  the  firft  of  thefe 
jnicrrogatories  the  judges  did  not  think  fit  to  give  a  po- 
fidvc  anfwer,  but  dclired  leave  10  inform  themfelves  of 
the  practice  of  the  fev-ral  counties  of  England.  To  the 
fccond  they  agreed,  that  no  man  was  exprefly  out  of  the 
fiaiute ;  but  there  was  a  difcretion  in  that  point  to  be 
lifcd  by  the  juilices  of  the  peace. 

Among  the  exertions  of  abfolute  fovereignty  recorded 
in  the  tranfadtions  of  this  reign,  there  is  one  of  an  enor- 
flixix,^'  "^o^^s  nature,  unnoticed  by  hiftorians.  A  commifTion  was 
p.28o,&fcq.  granted  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  privy-council,  for  regulating  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  courts  of  juftice.  Thefe  commifiioners  were 
to  examine  all  queftions,  controverfies,  and  debates,  arif- 
ing  about  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  courts  ccclefiaftical  and 
civil.  They  were  conftituted  with  powers  to  call  before 
them,  as  often  as  they  would,  any  of  the  judges  of  the 
faid  courts,  or  parties  contending ;  to  examine  upon  oath 
the  oflicers  and  clerks  ;  to  hear  and  debate  the  queftions 
and  caufes  ;  to  confider  and  advife  on  the  fubjecft ;  and 
then  to  lay  before  the  King  the  faid  confiderations,  that 
he  might  determine  by  his  authority  the  matter  in 
difpute  *. 

*  In  the  preamble  to  this  extraordinary  commiflion  the  King  aflerts, 
that  the  fovereignty  of  juftice  was  entirely  in  him  by  virtue  of  his 
kingly  office ;  that  for  the  eafe  and  benefit  of  the  fubjeft  it  was  dif- 
penled  and  limited  to  other  perlbns  and  courts,  according  to  fuch  or- 
ders as  have  been  approved  and  eftabliihed  by  ancient  cuftom  and  law, 
or  as  the  King  had,  or  fhould  think  fit  to  dired  and  appoint :  "  Which 
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The  earl  of  Warwick,  taking  no  notice  of  a  com-  Ann.  .633. 
miffion  of  this  fort,  which  had  been  given  to  determine 
on  appeals  from  the  court  of  Admiralty,  appealed,  on  a 
judgment  of  this  court,  to  the  court  of  Chancery.     This 
produced  an  order,  that  the  earl  of  Warwick's  caufe  fliould 
be  heard  and  judged  by  the  commiffioners  which  had  R>,- f-^- 
been  appointed  by  the  crown  for  the  purpofc  of  deter-  p.  300. 
mining  on  the  aforefaid  appeals. 


CHAP. 


III. 


ne  King's  journey  to  Scotland. tranfaBiom  there. Death 

of  Abbot. Advancement  of  Laud. Hhjchemes  and  arbi- 
trary proceedings. Profecution  of  Prynne WentwortVs 

behaviour  as  prefident  of  the  council  of  Tork,  and  deputy  of  Ire- 
land.  Affairsoftbat  country. ProjcB  ofjhip-money. 

Death  of  Sir  Edward  Coke. Scheme  of  a  reconciliation  u-ttb 

the  church  of  Rome Impofitions. 

CHARLES  had  ruled  England  four  years  defpotically  ; 
that  is,  had  exercifed  by  his  fingle. authority  every 
ac^  of  legiQation.  He  had  not  only  ufurpcd  the  power 
of  raiCng  money  without  confent  of  the  people ;  can- 
celled the  right  of  property  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  feoffees ; 
impofed,  by  the  judgment  of  his  Star-chamber,  rigorous 
and  arbitrary  penalties  on  offences  not  legally  puniOia- 
ble-  He  had  not  only  difpenfed  with  confirmed  flatutes, 
but  his  proclamations  were  confidercd  by  the  mipiftry  as 

power,  fays  the  preamble,  is  not  only  our  undoubted  and  hereditary 
right  by  our  royal  prerogative,  but  alfo  agreeable  to  the  ?"«■«  cf 
our  royal  progenitors  in  this  our  kingdom,  and  to  the  equity  and  true 
intention  of  our  laws,"  ^ 
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fo  many  new  ones ;  the  breach  of  Awhich  was  as  feverely 
■puniflied  as  was  the  breach  of  the  eftabliOied  laws  of 
•the  realm.     Notwithftanding  an  iifurpation  fo  violent 
«nd  unnatural,  the  people,  Tvho  have  a  kind  of  dread 
«nd  reverence  for  eftabliflicd  power,  though  unfupported 
'by  an  adequate  force,  and  being  deprived  of  the  protec- 
tion of  their  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  legally  in- 
verted with  authority  to  oppofe  openly  and  boldly  the 
ufurpations  of  the  crown,  had  in  a  manner  feemingly 
fubmittcd   to  the  yoke  of  fcrvitude.     Though  difcon- 
tent  fat  vifible  on  the  public  brow,  yet  there  was  no  like- 
■lihood  of  its  ripening  into  a  civil  commotion.     Charles 
had  not  only  freed  himfclf  from  the  expence  of  war, 
•tut  had  recruited  his  coffers  with  the  pillage  of  his  peo'- 
ple.     The  venal  tribe  that  furroundcd  him  flattered  him 
on  the  profpcct  of  his  affairs,  on  his  principles  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  inftilled  into  him  the  pernicious  notion, 
that  though  fome  turbulent  individuals  might  complain] 
yet   the  people  in  general  found  themfelves  eafy  and 
happy  under  his  adminiftration.     In  this  funfhine  of  his 
fortune,  he  undertook  a  journey  to  his  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land.    Two  important  objefts,  befides  the  Angular  plea- 
fure  of  a  coronation,  excited  him  to  this  expedition  •  to 
get  money  of  a  parliament,  and  to  reduce  the  kirk  of 
Scotland  to  a  perfed  conformity  to  his  plan  of  church- 
government.     In  the  year  162:,  James,  by  the  increafe 
of  the  power  he  Iiad  gained  on  fucceeding  to  the  crown 
of  England,  found  means  to  rertore  epifcopacy  in  Scot- 
land, and  give  to  bifliops  their  ancient  jurifdiaion  over 
ibe   church.     CharJes  was  determined  to  render  tl^em 
powerful ;  and  to  this  purpofe  entered  into  a  defign  of 
rfluming  all  the  church  lands  which  had  been  granted 

dur- 
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during  his  father's  minority.     He  bought  the  abbey  of  A„.,.^.633^_ 
Aberbroth,  and  the  lordfhip  of  Glafgow,  from  the  fa-  of.his  o«„ 
milies  of  Hamilton  and.  Lenox,  and  added  them  to  the  ed.17H.voi. 
two  archbiQioprics.     Burnet  relates,  that  in  the   third  ^  f-°' 
year  of  his  reign,  the  earl  of  Nithfdale  »  was  not  only 
fcnt  down,  with  a  power  to  receive  the  furrender  of  thofe 
that  would  willingly  pay  this  extraordinary  compliment, 
but  to  aflure  others,  that  the  King  would  take  rough 
courfes,  if  they  did  not  fubmit  their  rights  to  his  dif. 
pofal      The  alarm  that  arofe  on  the  report  of  this  inten, 
fion  occafioned  fuch  a  heat,  that  Nithfdale  was  deterred 
from  opening  his  inftruaions,  and  the  attempt  was  re- 
tarded for  fome  time.     Charles  having  hitherto  carried 
things  with  an  high  and  fuccefsful  hand  in  England ; 
and,  ipurred  on  by  the  impatient  Laud,  who  looked  upon 
all  moderation  as  a  betraying  the  dignity  of  the  church, 
now  determined  to  attempt  in  his  own  perfon  certain 
points  necefTary  to  ettablifli  ccclefiaftical  matters  on  tho 
true  hierarchical  principles  in  Scotland.. 

The  parade  of  majeRy  was  not  neglefted  on  this  im-.  TheSngv 
portant  occafion.     The  King  was  attended  by  the  prune  scou.^^a.^^ 
i)f  tlie  Englith  nobility,  who  vied  witli  each  other  in  the  ,.oi.ii.p.i;8. 
fliew  of  equipage.     The  fame  abfurd  emulation  took  «••  f-i- 
place  among  the  Scots.     The  creatures  and  dependents  of 
the  court  feafted  the  King  fo  fumptuouny  during  his  pro- 
grefs,  that  it  is  faid  the  earl  of.  NewcaRle.  expended  on 
the  occafion  fevcral  thoufands  of  pounds.     Though  the 

•  The  earl  of  Nithfdale  had  mamed  a  niece  of  the  duke  of  Buck, 
ingham.  He  was  at  this  time  believed,  a  Papift,  and  before  Ins  death 
ju-ofeffed  himfelf  one.     BiirmI,  vol.  I.  p.  20- 
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Ann.  i6yj.  joumcy  was  commenced  May  the  thirteenth,  it  was  not 
till  the  fifteenth  of  June  that  Charles  reached  Edinburgh. 
His  entry  and  coronation  were  managed  with  fuch  pro- 
fufion,  and  ornamented  with  fuch  coilly  pageantry,  that 
the  whole  country  felt  the  importance  of  their  vifitor. 
Laud,  the  dircv5lor  of  the  King's  confcience,  was  not  for- 
gotten :  He  was  made  a  privy- counfellor  of  Scotland,  the 
very  firil  day  of  the  King's  arrival  at  Edinburgh,  and 
was  fo  arrogantly  officious  at  the  ceremony  of  the  coro- 
nation, that  Lindfey,  the  archbifliop  of  Glafgow,  thro' 
moderation  having  avoided  the  putting  on  the  gaudy 
robes  of  his  order  *,  Laud  forcibly  thruft  him  from  his 
place  at  the  King's  left-hand,  and  fupplicd  it  with  Max- 
well biQiop  of  llofs,  fliying,  "  Are  you  a  churchman, 
and  want  the  coat  of  your  order  ?"  The  whole  condu6l 
of  the  intended  reformation  was  intruded  to  this  impru- 
dent zealot,  who  acquired  fuch  an  influence  over  the 
Scots  bidiops,  that  they  flung  off  their  former  modera- 
tion, and  not  only  adopted  his  principles,  but  his  vio- 
lent  meafures.  All  the  vacant  church-preferments  were 
filled  up  with  his  own  creatures.  Edinburgh  was  eredled 
into  an  cpifcopal  fee ;  and  one  Forbes,  whofe  religious 
opinions  were  little  (hort  of  Popery,  appointed  the  firfl; 
bifliop. 

Ijranfaaions  Yhe  parliament  of  Scotland  was  not  only  mtmiflcent 
in  their  grants  to  the  King  -f,  but  complimented  him 


•  The  robes  of  his  order  were  embroidered.  RuJJjwcrtb,  vol.  IL 
p.  182. 

-f  Concerning  the  grant  given  by  the  parliament,  Charles  thus  ex- 
prefTes  himfelf :  *'  He  was  pleafed  to  accept  of  it  as  the  mite  of  their 
bumble  afFedion,  in  teftimony  of  their  thankful  gratitude  for  fo  great 
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with  pafling  every  acfl:  that  he  propofed,  two  only  ex-  Aon.  i6jj. 
cepted.      The  firfl  was,  the  regal  prerogative  eftabliflied  Annlis!' ' 
as  it  had  been  afferted  by  a  ftatuie  made  in   the  year  GuhrieVGe" 
1606;    to  this  an   addition  was  made  of  another  adl  ^5^^  "',^:// 
palled  in  the  year  1609,  giving  the  crown  a  power  of  ps«9' 
prefcribing  habits  to  ecclefiaftics.     The  fecond  was  a  re- 
iumption  of  thofe  church-lands  and  tythes  which  had 
been  alienated  in  the  minority  of  the  former  reign.     The  Rudiworth, 
majority  of  the  Nobility  and  Commoners  that  compofed  rurnerfvofi 
the  parliament  *  agreed  to  all  that  the  firfl  acl  contained  ^'  ^'*  ^  ^''^' 
relating  to  the  King's  prerogative  afferted  in  the  ftatute 
of  1606  -,    but  diffented   from   his  power  of   impofing 
upon  ecclefiaftics  their  habits  ;  and  defired  that  the  adls 
might  be  divided.     Charles,  who  was  prefent  at  the  de- 
bate, pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  lift  of  all  the  members 
that  compofed  the  houfe,  and  infifting  that  the  two  acT:s 
fhould  not  be  disjoined,  added,  "  Gentlemen,  I  have  all 
your  names   on  this   paper,  and  I  will  know  who  will 
do  me  fervice,  who  will   not,   this  day."      Notwithftand- 
ing  the  King's   impctuofity,  the  bill  was  rejedled  by  the 
major  part  of  the  affembly  ;  but  the  clerk  of  the  re- 
gifter,  who  gathered  the  votes,  removed  this  difliculty  by 
declaring,  that  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.      The 
carl  of  Rothes  afferted  the  contrary  ;  but  the  King  took 
up  the  matter,  and  infifted  that  the  clerk  of  the  regifter's 
declaration  (hould  be  held  good,  unlcfs  the  earl  of  Rothes 
would  go  to  the  bar,  and  accufe  him  of  falfifying  a  re- 

a  blefling  as  the  perfonal  prefence  of  us,  their  facred  lord  and  fove- 
reign."     State  Trials,  vol.  I.  p.  409. 

*  The  King,  Nobility,  and  Commons,  fit  together,  and  make  but 
one  houfe. 
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Ann.  1533.    cord  of  parliament  *,  which  was  punifliable  by  death  ; 
and  the  earl  of  Rothes,  if  he  had  failed  in  the  proof, 
was  liable  to  the  fame  penally.     He  did  not  chufe  to 
venture  on  the  dangerous  accufation,  and  the  King  car- 
ried his  point.    This  outrage  on  the  moil  important  point 
of  the  conftitution,  in  that  folemn  feat  of  juftice  the  fe- 
nate-houfe,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  people  aflembled  in 
their  reprefentative  body,  made  the  nation  conclude,  that 
all  their  liberties  were  fubverted  ;  that  a  parliament  was 
become  a  piece  of  idle  pageantry,  fince  it  was  in  the 
power  of  a   corrupt   individual,    the    clerk,   to   declare 
and  determine   the  majority  of  votes.     This  was    not 
the  only   inftance  which  Charles  fhewed   the  Scots  of 
his  arbitrary,  violent  difpofition.     Hague,  who,  though 
the  King's  folicitor,  was  zealous  for  the  freedom  of  his 
country,  drew  up  a  paper,  fetting  forth  the  public  grie- 
vances, and  particularly  what  related  to  the  tranfadtions 
in   the  lad  parliament.      This  was  to  be  figned  by  the 
anti-minifterial  lords,  and  by  them  prefented  to  the  King. 
The  earl   of  Rothes,  from  a  motive  of  court-complai- 
fance,  gave  it  to  Charles  to  perufe,  before  it  was  to  be  pre- 
'  fented  in  form.     Charles,  having  read  the  paper,  return- 
ed it,  faying,  "  No  more  of  this,  my  lord,  I  command 
you  f."     This  authoritative  expreffion  fo  intimidated  the 
party,  that  they  dropt  the  bufmefs.     Balmerino  fuffered 

*  Barnet  relates,  that  the  King  knew  the  bill  was  rejeded  by  the 
majority,  for  he  had  called  for  a  lift  of  the  members,  and  had  marked 
every  man's  vote. 

t  The  King  at  the  fame  time  reje(fled  a  petition,  prefented  to  him 
by  feveral  miniftcrs,  fetting  forth  the  diforders  and  innovations  which 
had  crept  into  the  church.     Rujhwcrthy  vol.  III.  /Appendix,  p.  143. 

It 


Biftop  Go- 
thrie's  Me- 
moirs, 
8vr.ed.1702 
p.  9,  ii  feq. 


it  to  remain  fome  time  in  the  pofTefllon  of  one  Dan-  Ann.  1633. 
moor,  a  lawyer:  it  fell  into  the  archbifliop  of  St.  An- 
drew's hands,  who  carried  it  immediately  to  the  King. 
Balmerino  acknowledged,  that  he  was  in  pofleffion  of 
the  original  draught.  There  was  a  law  in  Scotland  that 
made  it  high-treafon  to  fpread  lies  of  the  King  or  his 
government,  commonly  called  leafeing-making.  This 
law  was  enforced  by  a  flatute  made  in  the  late  King's 
time ;  and  the  feverity  of  it  increafed  by  an  addition, 
that  it  fliould  be.  likewife  treafon  to  know  of  any  that 
did  it,  without  fpecifying  the  nature  of  thofe  lies.  The 
words  of  the  adl  were  fo  general,  that  it  was  as  bad  as 
the  lefa  majejiatis  amongft  the  enflaved  Romans  ;  that  en- 
gine with  which  Tiberius  rooted  up  the  remaining 
virtue  in  Rome.  This  law,  which  prevents  all  fug- 
geftions  againft  an  adminiftration,  however  badly  exer- 
cifed,  rendered  the  legal  conftitution  of  Scotland  an 
abfolute  tyranny,  without  other  redrefs  than  from  the 
native  fpirit  of  the  people,  which,  when  roufed  and 
provoked  beyond  the  bounds  of  manly  fuffering,  often  ^ 
had  recourfe  to  natural  juftice,  by  aflembling  in  bodies, 
and  executing  thofe  ftatefmen,  judges,  or  juries,  from 
whom  they  had  received  injuries.  Balmerino's  offence 
was  thought  within  the  forementioned  fta:ute  :  An  or- 
der was  fent  for  his  commitment,  and  a  fpecial  commif- 
fion  came  down  for  his  trial :  He  was  profecuted  for 
high-treafon,  and  condemned  to  die*.     The  malevolence 

*  Charles  let  flip  no  opportunity  of  teaching  his  fubje6ts  their  duty 
to  majefty ;  and  in  thefe  documents  he  always  fuppofcs  himfelf  invellcd 
with  abfolute  fovcreignty.  In  his  charge  againft  Balmerino  there  is 
the  following  paflage :  "  In  fo  far  as  albeit  by  the  law  of  God,  and 
laws  of  all  nations,  the  perfon  of  tlie  fupreme  and  fovereign  prince  is 

T  2  and        ' 
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Ann.  1633.    of  the  profccution,  and  the  injuftice  of  the  fentence,  were 
fo  highly  refented  by  the  Scots,  that  they  had  afTociaied 

and  ought  to  be  facred  and  inviolable,  and  he  ought  to  be  reverenced, 
honoured,  and  feartd,  as  God's  lieutenant  on  earth  j  and  that  all  fub- 
jeds  are  bound  and  tied  in  confcience  to  content  themfelves  in  humble 
fubmiflion  to  obey  and  reverence  the  perfon,  laws,  and  authority,  of 
their  fupreme  fovereign."  The  whole  charge  is  in  fo  peculiar  a  ftyle, 
that  it  is  worth  pcrufal.     State  Trials,  vol.  1.  p.  40;,  i^  feq. 

The  fubftance  of  Burnet's  account  of  Balmerino's  trial  is  as  follows. 
In  Scotland  there  is  a  court  for  the  trial  of  peers,  diftinft  from  the  jury, 
who  are  to  be  fifteen,  and  the  majority  determine  the  verdid  :  the  fafb 
is  only  referred  to  the  jury,  the  law  is  judged  by  the  court.     If  the 
majority  of  the  jury  are  peers,  the  reft  may  be  gentlemen.     The  earl  of 
Traquair,  the  prcfent  lord-treafurer,  was  thought  the  moft  capable  man 
for  bufinefs,  and  the  beft  fpeaker  in  the  kingdom.     He  was  charged 
with  the  lord  Balmerino's  trial.     Hague  owned  himfelf  the  author  of 
the  petition,  and  withdrew  into  Holland.     In  the  naming  the  judges, 
there  appeared  a  defign  to  have  the  lord  Balmerino's  life,  for  they  were 
very  weak  or  very  poor.     Much  pains  was  taken  to  get  a  jury  of  the 
proper  completion.      It  was  long  co.ifidercd,  on  what  the   prifoner 
llioukl  be  tried  :  His  hand  interlining  the  paper,  plainly  foftenino-  the 
matter,  was  not  thought  evidence  that  he  drew  ir,  or  was  acceflary  to 
ir,  and  they  had  no  other  proof  againft  him;  nor  could  they  from  that 
i[iter  that  he  was  the  divulgcr,  fince  it  appeared  it  was  only  fhewed  by 
him  to  a  lawyer  for  counfel ;  fo  it  was  fettled  to  infift,  that  the  paper 
tended  to  alienate  the  fubjed  from  their  duty  to  the  King,  and  that  he, 
knowing  who  was  the  author,  did  not  difcover  him.     1  he  lord  Balme- 
rino  pleaded,  that  the  ftatute  for  difcovery  had  never  been  put  in  exe- 
cution  ;  that  it  could  never  be  meant  but  of  matters  that  were  noro- 
rioully  feditious  -,  that  till  the  court  judged  fo  he  did  not  take  the  pa- 
per to  be  of  that  nature,  but  conHdered  it  as  full  of  duty,  defigned  to 
fct  himfelf  and  fome  others  right  in  the  King's  opinion  •,  that  he  com- 
municated the  matter  to  the  earl  of  Rothes,  who  told  the  King  of  the 
def.gn  J  and  that  upon  the  King's  faying  he  would  receive  no  fuch  pe- 
tition, it  was  quite  laid  afide.     A  long  debate  had  been  much  infifted 
on,  whether  the  earl  of  Traquair,  or  the  King's  minifters,  might  be  of 
the  jur)-  or  not  ?  the  court  gave  it  in  his  favour.     When  they  were 
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to  execute  juftice  after  the  old  Scotch  fafliion,  and  to  cut  Ann.  1633. 
in  pieces  the  judges  and  the  eight  jurors.     Charles  was 
on  this  account  obliged  to  grant  Balmerino  a  pardon. 

fhut  up,  Gordon  of  Bucky,  who  forty-three  years  before  had  aflifted  ia 
the  murder  of  the  earl  of  Murray,  and  was  thought  on  this  occafion 
to  be  a  fure  man,  excufed  his  prefumption  in  being  the  firft  that  broke 
filence,  but  defired  they  would  all  confider  what  they  were  about ;  it 
was  a  matter  of  blood,  anJ  they  would  feel  the  weight  of  it  as  long 
as  they  lived :  he  had  in  his  youth  been  drawn  in  to  fhed  blood,  for 
which  he  had  the  King's  pardon,  but  it  coft  him  more  to  obtain  God's 
pardon ;  it  had  given  him  many  forrowful  hours,  both  day  and  night. 
As  he  fpoke  this,  the  tears  ran  down  his  face;  a  fudden  damp  was 
ftruck  on  the  aflcmbly :  but  the  earl  of  Traquair  taking  up  the  ar- 
gument, faid,  they  had  it  not  before  them  whether  the  law  was  a  hard 
law  or  not,  nor  had  they  the  nature  of  that  paper  before  them  which 
was  judged  by  the  court  to  be  leafing- making  •,  they  were  only  to  con- 
fider whether  the  prifoner  had  difcovered  the  contriver  of  that  paper 
or  not.  Upon  this,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  who,  though  a  profefled 
enemy  to  the  lord  Balmerino,  took  up  the  argument  againft  what  the 
earl  of  Traquair  had  urged,  faid,  that  fevere  lav/s  never  executed 
were  looked  on  only  to  terrify ;  that  though  a'ter  the  court  had  judged 
the  paper  to  be  feditious,  it  would  be  capital  to  conceal  the  author, 
yet,  before  fuch  judgment,  the  thing  could  not  be  thought  fo  evi- 
dent that  the  party  was  bound  to  reveal  it  On  thefe  heads  the  mat- 
ter was  debated  many  hours  ;  but  when  it  came  to  the  vote,  Balme- 
rino was  caft  by  one.  This  occafioncrd  fuch  a  general  difiatisfadlion, 
that  it  was  rtfolved  to  force  the  prifon  to  fet  him  at  liberty  ;  and  if 
that  failed,  to  revenge  his  death  b:.th  on  the  court  and  the  eight  iu^ 
rors.  The  earl  of  Traquair  gave  the  King  to  underftand,  that  the 
lord  Balmerino's  life  was  in  his  power,  but  that  the  execution  was  in 
no  fort  advifable,  and  thus  procured  his  pardon.  "  My  father,  conti- 
nues the  author  of  this  account,  knew  the  whole  ftcps  of  this  matter, 
having  been  the  earl  of  Lauderdale's  moft  particular  friend.  He  often 
told  me,  that  the  ruin  of  the  King's  affairs  in  Scotland  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  that  profecution.  Burnet's  HijUry  of  His  Own  limes, 
fol.ed.  London,  1724,  p.  22,  i^  feq. 

The  manner  in  which  the  lord  Balmerino's  life  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  court,  would  fingly  b^  a  fufEcient  example  of  the  impor- 
tance 
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Aaii.i6jj.         Notwithstanding  the  cordial  reception  the  King 
had    received    from   his   countrymen,   yet   the  averfioii 
they  had  fiiewn  to  innovations  in  their  rehgious  wor- 
ship, or  to  any  extenfion  of  the  royal  prerogative,  gave 
fuch  a  diftafte,  that  immediately  after  the  diflblution  of 
the  parliament  Charles  polled  in  all  hade  out  of  Scot- 
Ruihworth,    land.     The  non-conformifts  had  been  treated  with  fo  un- 
v^.ui.p.iS3.  favourable  an  afped:,  that  when  the  provofls  of  Sliding 
and  Linlithgow,  each  of  them,  prefented  the  King  with 
a  piece  of  plate,  one   of  them  being  a  Prclbyterian  was 
not  admitted  to  kifs  his  hands.     The  nobility  and  gen- 
try of  Fife  had  propofed    a   magnificent  entertainment 
for  him  ;   but  the  greatcft  part  of  them  being  Prefbyte- 
rians,  he  took  another  road  to  avoid  accepting  their  in- 
tended civility. 

Whilst  the  King  was  thus  venting  his  difguft  in  thefe 
childifli  exprelTions  of  refenrment,  Laud  was  appointed 
to  preach  Jn  the  royal  chapel,  which  had  been  fitted  up 
and  ornamented  according  to  his  own  directions,  where 
lie  made  violent  declamations  in  favour  of  conformity 
to  religious  difcipline  and  ceremonies.     Charles,  before 

tancc  of  that  privilege  which  the  conftitution  of  England  gives  to  its 
llibjefbs  i  viz.  that  the  jiir\',  compofcd  of  men  of  an  equal  condition 
Avith  the  perlbn  profecuted,  are  judges  as  well  of  the  law  as  the  fad. 
This  may  be  pronounced  the  great  bulwark  that  defends  the  life,  pro- 
perty, and  perfonal  freedom,  of  every  Englilh  fubjed  from  the  exor- 
bitant  exertions  of  monarchical  power.  May  this  important  cesnfi- 
deration  have  its  due  weight  with  the  public  !  May  no  plaufible  ora- 
tions from  a  time-ferving  judge  feduce  an  Englifh  jury  to  give  up, 
on  any  occafion,  a  right  on  which  alone  their  own  fecurity,  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  fecurity  of  their  pofterity,  fo  evidcndy 
depend  ! 

.     ^  he 
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he  left  Scotland,  created  the  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's  Ann.  1635. 
chancellor  of  the  kingdom  *,  and  admitted  feveral  pre- 
lates to  feats  in  the  privy-council,  and  in  the  college  of 
juftice.  Thus  the  Scots,  could  they  have  had  any  doubt 
of  the  King's  inclination,  were  by  this  conduct  thoroughly 
convinced  that  material  alterations  were  intended  in  their 
church-government  f . 

The  firfl  flep  that  he  took  on  his  return  to  England 
was  to  appoint  Laud  to  the  metropolitical  dignity  of  the 
fee  of  Canterbury.     The  death  of  the  pious,  learned,  and  Death  of 
moderate  prelate,  George  Abbot,  happened  on  the  fourth  '^^^°'' 
of  Auguft,  this   year.     He  was  fmgular  for  preferving  Hischaraaer. 
his  honefty,  and  fome  fmall  degree  of  dignity  ;  though 
a  courtier,  was  never  exceffivcly  fond  of  power,  or  de- 
firous  of  carrying  the  prerogatives  of  the  church  to  any 
extraordinary  height ;  this  prudent  moderation  drew  upon 
him  many  malevolent  refle(5lions  from  feveral   bigoted 
hiftorians  of  his  own  time.      Among  thefe,  Heylin,  a 

*  This  office  had  never  been  in  the  hands  of  a  churchman,  fincc 
the  pope's  authority  had  been  fuppreffed  in  Scodand.  Clarendon,  vol.  I. 
p.  67, 

t  The  courtiers  had  been  at  great  pains  to  have  it  believed  in  Eng- 
land, that  thofe  Scots  who  had  received  favours  from  Charles  and  hts 
father  v;ere  men  of  the  greateft  interefl:  in  their  country  •,  but  the  Eng- 
hlh  who  attended  Charles  in  this  journey,   and  who  were  willing  to 
know  the  real  (Irength  of  his  party,  quickly  perceived  the  falOiood  of 
this  fuggeftion.     They  faw  the  Scots  in  general  benave  with  great  con- 
tempt towards  the  royal  favourites  of  their  own  nation  ;  and  that  the 
men  of  weight  were  in  an  intereft  againft  the  court.     This  produced  the 
foundation  of  a  correfpondence  between  the  principal  men  of  the  two 
kingdoms.     Charles  appeared  to  be  fenfible  of  this ;  it  was  the  occafion 
of  his  quick  return  into  England.     Gutbrie,  vol.  III.  p.  909. 
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Ann.  1635.  creature  of  Laud,  taxes  him  with  want  of  benevolence, 
Bio  ra  hia  ^^^^  ncvcrthelcfs  this  good  archbifliop  was  eminent  for 
Briiannica,    a  munificcnt  hofpitalitv  *,  and  a  well-direcl:cd   charity. 

fol.  cd.  i'»47,       ...  ' 

vol.  I.  note.  The  true  mccntives  to  this,  and  other  unjuft  and  acri- 
**'  *  *  monious  afperfions,  are,  that  Abbot  had  ever  oppoled  the 

preferring  Laud,  on  account  of  Iiis  furious  opinions,  had 
fometimes  fcreened  the  non- con  form  ills  from  unjuft  and 
illegal  profecutions,  and  laftly,  endeavoured  to  ellablifh, 
as  a  fundamental  principle  in  ecclcfiaftical  concerns,  that 
the  clergy  fhould  attract  the  reverence  of  the  laity  by  the 
fan(5lity  of  their  manners,  and  the  uprightnefs  of  their 
morals,  rather  than  to  claim  it  as  a  prerogative  due  to 
their  fundion. 


Advancement  Laud,  now  raifcd  to  thc  hiehcft  dignity  in  the  church, 
was  enabled  to  enforce  with  rigor  that  ecclefiaftical  dif- 
cipline  which  he  could  not  fully  eftablifh  during  the  life 
of  his  worthy  predeccflbr  f.  Very  exceptionable  orders 
were  fcnt  into  Scotland,  as  a  prelude  to  a  general  refor- 
mation %,  In  England,  arbitrary  oaths  were  impofed  by 
and  arbitrary  the  bilhops  ou  the  church-wardcus,  who  were  to  dilate 
proceedings.  ^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  -SiOitiS.  Contrary  to  the  articles  that  were  en- 

•  •  He  had  been  reproached  by  fome  of  the  high-church  party  for  this 

virtue,  that  he  lived  too  high,  had  too  much  company,  and  became 
thereby  too  popular.     Rujfjworth^  vol.  I.  p.  454. 

f  The  non-conforming  divines,  having  loft  in  Abbot  all  prote^bion 
from  the  fury  of  Laud,  fled  into  Holland,  into  New-England,  and  other 
colonies.     Prynne's  Trial  of  Laud,  p.  361,  ^  fei. 

J  For  thefe  inftrucflions  v'de  Rujfjwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  206.  An  article 
relative  to  the  coronaiion-fervire  gives  rile  to  a  fufpicion,  that  Laud 
had  been  altering,  or  adding  to,  the  form  of  that  ceremony,  as  he  had 


before  done  in  L  ngland. 
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forced  by  authority  *.     Farther,  to  exclude  Pre%terlans  Ann.  165^. 
from  getting  into  the  church,  and  render  minifteis  more 

♦  The  following  are  fome  of  the  articles  prefcrlbed  by  Mountague 
bifhop  of  Chichefter,  and  Wren  bifhop  of  Norwich,  ac  their  feveral 
vifi  cations. 

Has  your  chancel  afcents  up  to  the  altar  ?  Have  you  two  fair  fur- 
piices,  that  no  point  of  divine  fervice  may  be  done  but  in  minifterial 
veftments  ?  Do  your  parifhioners  uncover  their  heads,  fit  bare  all  fer- 
vice-time,  bowing  towards  the  chancel  and  communion-table,  and  ufc 
thofe  feveral  poftures  which  fit  the  feveral  ads  and  parts  of  divine  fer- 
vice ?  Do  they  ftand  alfo  at  the  reading  of  the  gofpel,  and  bend  or  bow 
at  the  glorious,  facred,  and  fweet  name  of  Jefus  ?  Does  your  miniftcr 
read  the  fecond  or  latter  fervice  at  the  communion-table?  Is  the  grave 
made  Eaft  and  Weft  }  Is  the  body  buried  with  the  head  to  the  Weft  > 
Doth  any  married  woman  negled  after  child-bearing  to  come  to  church 
to  give  thanks .?  Doih  (he  come  veiled  in  a  decent  manner,  kneeling 
nigh  to  the  communion-table  ?  Are  all  the  pews  and  feats  in  the  church 
lo  ordered,  that  all  they  that  are  in  them  kneel  down  with  their  faces 
towards  the  Eaft  ?  At  the  end  of  every  pfalm  do  they  ftand  and  lay. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  ^c,r  Have  you  in  your  parilh  any  that  do 
not  reverendly  behave  themfelves  entering  into  the  church  j  that  is  by 
bowing  towards  the  altar .?  Does  your  minifter  perform  all  the  fervices 
of  the  church  in  liis  furplice,  and  never  omit  the  wearino-  of  the  fame 
or  of  his  hood  if  he  be  a  graduate  ?  Amongft  other  injundions  the 
communicants  were  to  come  up  and  receive  the  facrament  at  the  nevr 
rails  kneeling.  ^  "cw 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  oath  adminillred  to  the  church-wardens. 
"  That  you  Ihall  duly  confider,  and  diligently  enquire  of  all  and 
€very  of  thefe  articles  given  you  in  charge,  and  tendered  unto  you- 
and  that  all  affeftion,  favour,  malice,  hatred,  hope  or  reward,  gain! 
difp leafure  of  great  men,  malice,  or  other  finifter  refped,  fet  afide,  ycu 
Ihall  faithfully  difcharge  your  duty,  and  truly  prefent  all  and  every  (lich 
perlon  of  and  in  your  parilh  as  hath  made  any  default,  or  committed 
any  offence  in  or  againft  thofe  articles,  or  that  be  vehemently  fufpeded 
or  defamed  of  any  fuch  oftence.or  crime ;  wherein  you  (hall  deal  up- 
rightly,  truly,  and  fully,  prefenting  all  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  without  partiality,  having  God  before  your  eyes,  and  an  earneft 

^°^""'  U  Chriftian 
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Ann.  1633.  dependent  on  the  bifliop,  flrivfl  rules  were  made,  whertby 
no  led:urer  whatfocvcr  was  admitted  to  be  a  canonical  ti- 
tle. All  ordination  of  minillers  to  fupply  le6lures  were 
totally  excluded,  nor  any  chaplainlhip  to  a  nobleman's 
family  allowed  to  be  a  fuflicicnt  title.  By  this  means 
new  interrogations  were  introduced,  and  orders  denied  in 
cafe  of  diifent:  Such  as,  whether  the  church  liad  autho- 
rity in  matters  of  faith  i  whether  bowing  towards  the  al- 
tar at  approaching  it,  or  at  coming  in,  or  going  out  of 
the  church,  ^r.  were  commendable  *  ? 


Chriftlan  zeal  to  maintain  truth,  order,  and  religion,  and  to  fupprefs  the 
contrary.     So  help  you  God,  and  the  contents  of  this  book." 

At  this  time  all  ledlures  and  fermons  were  in  a  manner  fupprefTed  j 
even  the  minillers  that  enlarged  on  the  queftions  and  anfwers  in  the 
catechifm,  were  lliarply  removed  and  enjoined  penance  for  the  offence  : 
fo  fearful  were  the  prelates  left  the  people  fhould  exert  their  right  of 
reafoning  in  matters  of  religion.  Of  one  Leigh,  a  prebend  of  the 
church  and  college  of  Wolverhampton  in  the  diocefe  of  Litchfield, 
Laud  writes  thus  :  "  If  you  can  faften  any  thing  upon  him  whereby 
he  may  be  jufUy  cenfured,  pray  fee  it  be  done,  and  home ;  or  bring 
him  to  the  High-commiflion  court,  to  anfwer  it  there.  But  however, 
let  him  not  obtain  any  licence  to  preach  any  lefture  there,  or  in  an- 
other exempt  place  hard  by  (Tettenhall),  whither  thofe  of  Wolver- 
hampton do  now  run  after  him  out  of  their  parilh. — For  the  church 
hath  not  much  need  of  fuch  men."     Prjnne^s  Trial  of  Laud,  p.  ^^,  6f  fe(^. 

P.27H,  e?/f^. 

*  The  communion-table  of  St.  Gregory's  having  been,  by  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  removed  from  the  middle  of  the  chancel, 
and  placed  altar-wife,  the  parilhioners,  in  an  appeal  to  the  court  of 
arches,  complained  of  the  innovation,  and  pleaded  that  the  book  of 
Common  Prayer,  and  the  eighty-two  canons,  gave  liberty  to  place  the 
communion-table  where  it  might  ftand  with  moft  convenience;  that 
by  a  general  cuftom  it  had  been  determined  towards  the  body  of  the 
church,  or  the  bottom  of  the  chancel.  Laud  brought  this  queftion 
before  the  King  and  council.  The  King  declared,  that  he  well  ap- 
proved and  confirmed  the  a(5t,  and  required  it  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
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Ln    the  year  1627,    according  to  an  a6l  wliich  had  Ann.  16^3. 
pafled  in  the  llrft  parliament  of  Charles's  reign,  chief- 

dean  of  the  arches,  if  tlie  parilhioners  fliould  proceed  in  thtir  appeal. 
The  council  for  the  parifh  having  quoted  billiop  Jewel,  and  other  di- 
vines, (whofe  books  were  enjoined  to  be  kept  in  all  churches  for  the 
perufdl  of  the  people)  that  the  communion  table  ought  to  ftand  in 
the  middle  of  the  church,  archbifliop  Laud  got  up  in  a  fury,  and  faid, 
"  If  this  be  the  ufe  they  make  of  thefe  books.  Jewel  and  Fox,  I  de- 
fire  they  may  be  taken  out  of  churches."  The  decree  of  the  council 
concerning  Sr.  Gregory's  declares,  that  all  churches  ought  to  be  guided 
by  the  cathedral  mother  church.  Thefe  kind  of  innovations  occafioned 
the  like  dilputes  to  arife  in  many  pariflies.  The  archbifhop  gave  par- 
ticular directions  to  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  that  wiihin  that 
city  all  galleries  and  raifcd  feats  which  were  level  to  the  high  ahar, 
fliould  be  taken  down.  His  brother  prelates,  whom  he  had  raifed  for 
this  purpofe,  were  no  lefs  afliduous  in  their  diocefes.  The  church- 
wardens ot  Beckington  in  Somerfetftiire  were  excommunicated  by  the 
biihop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  for  refufing  to  remove  and  rail  in  the  com- 
munion-table, and  pull  down  the  feat  that  ftood  above  at  the  Eaft-end 
of  the  church.  Having  been  excommunicated  a  whole  year,  they  were 
imprifoned  in  the  common  gaol  ;  where  after  lying  a  long  time,  they 
were  at  length  relcafed,  on  their  public  fubmifTion  and  repentance,  ac- 
knovv'ledging,  that  they  had  grievouOy  offended  the  divine  majefty  of 
Almighty  God,  and  the  laws  ecclefiallical  of  die  reajm  of  England,  in 
not  having  obeyed  the  command  of  their  right  reverend  father  in  God 
the  lord-bift»op  of  Bath  and  Wells.  The  church-wardens  of  other  pa- 
rifties  being  profecutcd  in  the  fame  manner,  were  obliged  to  fly  into 
New-England.  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  all  the  examples  of  a  like 
nature  that  happened  on  the  oppofition  that  thcie  innovations  met  witJL 
Several  miniftcrs  were  fufpcnded  and  imprifoned,  and  enjoiiicd  fubmif- 
fion  and  recantation.  Hundreds  of  fcrupulous  people  were  excommu- 
nicated in  almoft  every  diocefe  in  England,  for  refufing  to  receive 
the  facrament  at  the  new  rails.  Miniftcrs  were  perfecuted  in  the  High- 
commifTion  court,  for  adminiftring;  the  facrament  to  fome  of  thefe  t;on- 
fcicntious  people.  Notwithftanding  the  extreme  rigor  with  N^hich  this 
ceremony  was  exaded,  biHiop  Mountaguc,  in  a  letter  to  Laud,  owns, 
that  he  knew  of  no  law,  article,  advertifenicnr,  canon,  or  injundion, 
that  required  it ;  nor  could  he  tell  where  or  by  whom  it  came  up,  only 
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H^viin''^^'  ^^^*^^  Walter,  and  Denham  one  of  the  puifne  barons 
p.255.&feq.  of  the  court  of  Exchequer,  made  an  order  at  the  fum- 
voi'iLpa^'j,  «i^r-aflizes  held  at  Exon,  for  fupprefling  all  revels,  whicli 
^^'^i'  had  been  ufed  upon  the  Sunday,  requiring  the  juRices 
of  the  peace  to  fee  the  fame  put  in  execution ;  and  that 
every  minifter  in  his  parifh-church  fhould  read  the  faid 

IP'uX''"^'^'^'^^'^  ^^^'^^'  ^"^  ^^'^  ^'^  ^^"^^y  '"  February.     Richard- 
p  i28,&fcq.  fon,  the  chief.juftice  of  the  King's-Bcnch,  on  being  im- 
portuned with  many  enormities  that  had  happened  at 
country-feafts,  made,  at  the  Lent-affizes  in  the  county  of 
Exon,  a  fevere  order  againft  all  wakes  and  revels,  accor- 
ding to  a  flatute  which  had  paffed  in  the  fifth  and  Cxth 
of  Edward  VI.     This  was  reprefented  as  a  fupprefling  of 
religious  ceremonies  ;   fuch  as  feafts  of  dedication,  en- 
joined  by  former  popes  j  and  if  the  people  fhould  be 
deprived  of  thefe  recreations,  they  would  either  go  into 
conventicles,  or  into  tippling-houfes,  and  talk  of  mat- 
ters  of  the  church  and  ftate.     Laud  took  fire,  and  com- 
plained to  the  King,  that  an  encroachment  was  made  on 
the  ecclefiaftical  power,  in  irapofing  on  men  in  holy  or- 
ders  the  publifliing  of  warrants  and  commands  from 
the  fecular  judges.     On  this  complaint,  Richardfon  was 
commanded  to  revoke  his  order :  He,  knowing  that  he 
was  obeying  the  dilates  of  two  confirmed  ftatutes,  dif- 
regarded  the  injundion,  and  at  the  next  aflizes  publ'ifhed 
the  fame  in  a  more  peremptory  manner  than  before.     On 
this  he  was  commanded  to  appear  before  the  council  ^ 
where  he  was  fo  roughly  treated  for  his   former  con' 
tempt  by  archbifliop  Laud,  that  on  his  difmiffion  he  com- 

that  it  was  the  praaice  of  the  Roman  church,  at  lead  in  Italy  and 
Rome.     Pfyfwe's  rrialofLattd,  p.  ^,  ^  fc^.  p.  96,  ^  fe^. 
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plained  that  he  had  been  almofl  choaked  with  a  pair  of  Ann.  163^. 
lawn  fleeves.  He  was  directed  to  revoke  his  order,  which 
he  did  in  the  following  manner:  That  he  was  com- 
manded by  his  majefty  to  repeal  his  former  order ;  which 
being  warranted  by  fo  many  precedents,  he  conceived 
he  had  no  power  abfolutely  to  reverfe,  but  he  did,  as 
much  as  in  him  lay,  revoke  it.  This  produced  a  peti- 
tion, figned  by  all  the  juftices  of  the  peace  upon  the 
bench,  defiring  leave  to  fupprefs  unlawful  aflemblies. 
Laud  engaged  the  King  to  ratify  a  former  declaration 
made  by  his  father,  which  revived  and  enjoined  the  ob- 
fervation  of  wakes  and  feafts  of  dedication,  and  licenfed 
fports  on  the  Lord's-Day.  This  ratification  was  contrary 
to  the  exprefs  purport  and  words  of  the  fore-mentioned 
a<5t,  and  was  fo  adverfe  to  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the 
age  *,  that  it  occafioned  a  greater  murmuring  than  al- 
moft  any  other  illicit  exertion  of  power  which  had  hap- 
pened in  this  reign  f . 


♦  Charles  paid  fo  litde  attention  to  the  opinion  of  the  public  in  re- 
gard to  keeping  Sunday,  that  civil  affairs  were  ufually  debated  at  the 
council-table ;  and  that  day  was  allotted  for  mafks,  plays,  and  fuch 
other  amufements,  contrary  to  a  (latute  enaded  in  the  firft  cf  his  reign. 
Hift.of  K.  Charles^  by  H,  L,  p.  129. 

t  Many  hundreds  of  clergymen,  for  refufing  to  publifii  the  King's 
licence,  were  fufpended  from  their  miniftry,  fequcftred  from  iheir  liv- 
ings, excommunicated,  and  profecuted  fo  feverely  in  the  High-commif- 
fion  court,  that  they  were  forced  to  leave  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Laurence 
Snelling,  minifter  of  St.  Paul's  Cray,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  having 
been  deprived  for  this  offence,  objefted  to  the  authority  of  the  court  in 
a  cafe  merely  civil.  Laud,  who  prefided,  gave  order  not  to  accept  his 
anfwer,  infolendy  adding,  that  whoever  (hould  make  fuch  a  defence,  it 
fhould  be  burnt  before  his  face,  and  he  laid  by  the  heels  for  his  pains. 
Prynnis  Trial  of  Laud^  p.  15 1» 

The 
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Mn.tOy.         The  Dutch,  the  Walloons,  and  the  French,  who  had 

taken  refuge  in  England  from  that  torrent  of  perfecution 

that  deluged  ahnoil  every  other  part  of  Europe  during 

the  fixtccnth  century,  had  obtained  from  former  kings 

the  liberty  of  celebrating  divine  fervice  after  their  own 

manner.     Laud  was  now  determined  to  deprive  them  of 

that  privilege :   Having   previoufly  obtained  the   confent 

of  the  King  and  council,  he  fummoned  their  minifters 

to  appear  before  his  vicar-general,   who  delivered  them 

Ri: '.uurih,     ^^'o  injundions.      Firft,  that  all  the  natives  of  the  Dutch 

vr.LU  p.2-.,  aj^j  Walloon  congregations  in  his  grace's  dioccfc,  fliould 

Hevi.n.         itpair  to  thofe  feveral  pariQi-churches  where  they  inha- 

p  270,  Sckq.    I  •      J  , 

bited,  to  hear  divine  fervice  and  fermons,  and  perform 
all  duties  and  payments  required  in  that  behalf.  Se- 
condly, that  the  miniflers,  and  all  other  of  the  Dutch 
and  Walloon  congregations  who  were  not  natives,  and 
born  fubjec^s  to  the  King's  majefty,  or  any  other  Gran- 
gers that  fliould  come  over  to  them,  while  they  remained 
llrangcrs  might  have  and  ufc  their  own  difcipline,  as 
formerly  they  have  done ;  yet  it  was  thought  fit  that 
tlie  Englilh  liturgy  fhould  be  tranflated  into  French  and 
Dutch,  for  the  better  fettling  their  children  to  the  Englifh 
government.  Such  injuncflions  were  as  a  thunderflroke 
to  thefe  Grangers,  who  had  hitherto  found  in  England  an 
happy  afylum  from  all  degrees  of  perfecution.  They  pre- 
fented  a  petition  and  remonftrance  to  the  archbifhop,  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  the  injunctions  now  impofcd  were  oppofite 
to  all  the  privileges  which  had  been  continued  to  them 
during  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  VI.  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  king  James,  and  confirmed  to  them  by  his  now  ma- 
jefty's  regal  word.  Laud  returned  anfwer,  that  his  ma- 
jefty 
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jefty  was  refolved  his  in(lrui5lions  fliould  hold  ;  and  far-  Am.  1C33. 
ther  added,  in  the  true  ftyle  and  fpirit  of  a  perfecuting 
zealot,  "  For  my  part,  I  doubt  not  but  yourfeive?,  or 
your  pofterity  at  lead:,  fhall  have  caufc  to  thank   both 
the  flate  and  the  church  for  their  care  taken  of  you  ; 
But  if  you  refufe  (as  you  have   no  caufe  to  do)  and  I 
hope  you  will  not,  I  (hall  then  proceed  againft  the  na- 
tives  according   to    the    law  and    canons    ecclefiailical." 
Thefe  threats  were  fo  feverely  executed,  that   thoufands  &?e,[;^  -^'^' 
of  families  were  driven  out  of  this  country  into  Holland  ^^^"^^'^• 
and  New-England,  to  the  great  damage  of  all  kind  of 
manufa<5lures  *. 


*  Coke  relates,  that  one  hundred  and  forty  families  of  the  workers 
of  the  woollen  manufactory,  which  fupplied  Hamburgh  and  the  coun- 
tries within  the  Sound,  went  into  Holland,  where  the  Dutch  for  fe- 
vcn  years  eftabliflied  them  free  of  houfe-rent  and  excife;  and  from 
thefe  exiles  became  inftruded  in  the  woollen  manufactory,  which  they 
were  before  unacquainted  with. 

The  city  of  Canterbury  had  pedtioned  in  behalf  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  congregations  dwelling  among  them ;  infifting,  among  other 
things,  on  the  great  charge  they  Ihould  incur,  if  the  relief  of  the  poor 
FVench,  which  had  hitherto  been  maintained  on  the  common  purl'e  of 
that  church,  (liould  be  caft  upon  them ;  and  the  great  want  of  work 
which  would  happen  to  their  own  poor,  if  the  manufadures  of  the 
French  fhould  be  difcontinued.  This  produced  no  other  effeCl  than 
the  following  claufe  added  to  the  injunction  :  That  the  natives  fliouM 
continue  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  their  miniftry,  and  the 
poor  of  their  church  ;  and  that  an  order  fhould  be  obtained  from  his 
majefly,  if  it  were  defired,  to  maintain  them  in.  their  manufactures, 
againfl  all  fuch  as  fhould  endeavour  to  molcft  them  by  informations. 

It  is  faid,  that  Richelieu  made  the  following  fpeech  on  this  exaCled 
conformity.  **  If  a  king  of  England,  who  is  a  Proteltant,  will  not 
jpermit  two  difciplines  in  his  kingdom,  why  fhould  a  king  of  France, 
vlio  is  a  Papift,  admit  two  religions  ? " 
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Ann.  ,653.        To  render  the  church  of  England,  formed  after  the 
new  model,  as  much  marked  and  as  much  diffufed  as 
7^m:scC.,.  '^^  ^^"^^^  of  Rome,  Laud  advifed,  that  the  EngHfh  ii. 
turgy,  with  all  the  new  rites  and  ceremonies  prefcribed 
(hould  be  impofed  on  the  regiments  and  trading  compa- 
nies abroad.     The  King^s  ambafTadors  in  foreign  coun- 
tries  had  orders  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  com- 
munion  of  the  Hugonots :  And  thus  was  entirely  loft  to 
the  crown  of  England  the  honour  and  the  advantage  of 
being  efteemed  the  head  and  the  fupport  of  the  Refor 
fourT^'v  ™^'^^''-      ^"  ^"^^'^  tranflation  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury 
^fcq.  the    chapels    of  Lambeth   and  Croyden  were   fuddenly 

adorned  with  all  the  trappings  of  Popery  *  The  ftories 
of  the  old  remains  of  paintings  in  the  windows  were 
made  up  according  to  the  Roman  milTal.  The  furniture 
and  ornaments  of  the  communion-table  were  adequate 
to  the  windows  ;  and  as  thefe  were  to  be  the  leading  ex- 
amples  to  all  the  other  churches,  copes  in  adminiftrin? 
the  facramcnt  were  conftantly  worn,  bowing  towards  the 
altar  was  punctually  obferved,  with  all  the  other  puerile 
ceremonies  which  made  up  the  eflentials  of  Laud's  reli- 

The  following  was  king  Charles's  anfwer  to  the  deputies  of  the  fo 
rcign  churches,  the  thirtieth  of  April,   ,625.     "  I  aflbre  you,  that  I 
will  continue  to  you  the  fame  favour  which  the  King  my  father  did 
ihew  unto  you ;  and  I  hope  that  my  marriage  fhall  not  be  any  damaac 
to  you,  but  rather  occaGon  much  good  to  your  countrymen  »     Ccke 
vol.1,  p.  311,^/,^.     Heyli^,p.2y^,(f^feg,     Trial  of  Laud,  h  P^nn/ 

p.  397.  ^  »   y      fjuncf 

♦  A  rich  large  crucifix,  embroidered  with  gold  and  filver,  was  hung 
lip  in  the  King's  chapel,  over  the  altar;  to  which,  as  Prynne  tells  us 
the  chaplains  were  ordered  to  make  their  bcft  bows.     Laud  fet  the  ex' 
»mple  at  his  ingrefs  and  egrefs,  a  lane  being  made  for  him  to  fee  the 
altar,  and  do  his  reverence  to  it. 
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gion.     So  indefatigable  was  this  prelate  in  introducing  Ann.  ,633. 
thefe  innovations,  which  refembled  the  RomiQi  ritual, 
that  not  only  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain,  but  all  Eu- 
rope, believed  the  church  of  England  to  be  relapfing  fail 
into  the  true  orthodox  fuperftition.     The  court  of  Rome 
entertained  hopes   of  regaining  its    authority;  and,  in 
order   to   forward   Laud's   pious   intentions,  made   him 
twice  an  offer  of  a  cardinal's  hat.     He  declined  accept-  Laud'sDiar 
ing  It,  faying,  «  That  fomething  dwelt  within  him  which  in^heBreS 
would  not  fuffer  his  compliance,  till  Rome  were  other  Prj^e^^'a' 
than  it  is." 


Laud's  objedion  was  to  the  prctenfions  of  the  Pope: 
He  did  not  chufe  to  fubjedl  his  metropoliiical  power  to 
the  court  of  Rome.     It  is  very  plain,  that  the  genius  of 
his  religious  opinions  were  very  much  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  Romifli  faith.     If  himfelf  or  his  matter  had 
any  objecflion  to  Popery,  it  arofe,  in  the  one,  from  the 
authority  the  Pope  claimed  over  princes,  and  from   the 
king-killing  principles  of  the  Jefuits ;  in  the  other,  from 
the  defire  of  enjoying  a  papal  authority  in  Great  Britain. 
The  fame  profound  veneration  was  demanded  to  the  Li- 
cerdotal  chara^er  as  the  church  of  Rome  exaAed ;  the 
fame  abfolute  fubmiiHon  to  the  creeds   and  decrees  of 
ecclefiaftical  councils  ;  the  fame  pomp  was  affeded   in 
worfhip;   and  the  fame  fuperllitious  regard  to  ceremo- 
nies, days,  pollures,  meats,  and  veftments.     This  fuper- 
ftition, which  as  much  defiled  the   purity  of  religion, 
arid  was  as   noxious  to  civil  liberty  as  Popery,  both  the 
King  and  Laud  avowed,  and  attempted  by  force  to  ef- 
tabliOi ;   appealing  to  the  unfettled  opinions  of  half-con- 
verted prelates  on  the  early  dawn  of  Reformation,  and 
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«^33-  to  the  authority  of  fathers  who  wrote  in  ages  when 
the  Chriftian  church  more  than  inclined  to  an  idolatrous 
fuperflition,  and  was  deeply  I'ulhed  with  the  drofs  of 
time. 


Whilst  all  England  trembled  at  the  power  Taud  ex- 
erted, from   his  influence   over  the   council-table,  Star- 
chamber,  and  High-commiffion  court ;  whilft  the  terrors 
of  Leighton's  punifliment  hung  yet  on  the  mind  of  the 
public  i  the   courage,  or   rather   hardinefs,  of  William 
Prynne,  a  barrifter  at  law,  give  rife  to  a  fcene  of  almoft 
equal  butchery.     This  man  was  a  Prcfbyterian,  as  obfti- 
nate,  as  zealous,  and  as  limited  in  his  opinions,  as  Laud 
himfelf.     His  religious  affeaions  were  much  fhocked  at 
the  increafmg  profligacy  of  the  times,  excited   and  en- 
couraged by  a  fwarm  of  theatrical  performances,  whofe 
numbers  had  in  a  manner  deluged  the  age.     The  wor- 
thy purfuits  of  fcience  were,  with  never-failing  watch- 
fulnefs,  barred  from  the  fubjed  by  thofe  Argufes   that 
guard  tyranny,  the  licenfers    of   the  prcfs.     Thus    ex- 
cluded from  the  ufcful  paths  of  literature,  the  people  of 
genius  and  fancy  applied  ihemfelvcs  folely  to  the  writing 
of   plays,  and   fuch   kind    of  compofitions,  which,  iho* 
ihey  gave  no  oITence  to  power,  were  very  dcftruc^ive  to 
the  morals  of  the  people,  who  purfued  thefe  amufements 
with  an  eager  uncloy'd  appetite.      The  King,  the  Queen, 
and  the  whole  court,  entered  with  glee  into  a  fpecies  of 
entertainment,  which,  whilft  it  varied  the  a<5lion  of  the 
idle  bufnicfs  of  a  monarchical   life,  helped  to  diflipate 
that  rededion  in  the  public  which  is  fo  formidable  to 
ill-defigning  princes.     Mafks  and  mummings,  drolls  and 
liaucings,  were  now  the  chief  occupation  of  life  ;  and 
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Charles,  who  from  his  infancy  had  imbibed  a  tafte  for  Ann.  1633. 
romances,  made  one  with  the  queen,  the  noblemen,  the 
ladies,  and  other  followers  of  the  court,  in  thefe  exhibi- 
tions *.  In  the  midil  of  this  general  rage  for  what  was 
called  pleafure,  Mr.  Prynne  took  up  the  pen,  and  wrote 
a  book,  levelled  againft  the  darling  diverfions  of  both 
King  and  fubjec^.  He  tells  us,  in  his  dedication  to  the 
law-fociety  of  Lincoln's-fnn,  that  he  was  incited  to  this 
daring  adl  on  having  fcen,  in  four  feveral  plays,  great 
wickednefs  and  lewdnefs  ;  that  fome  young  gentlemen 
of  his  acquaintance,  who  frequented  play-houfes,  from 
being  civil  and  chafte,  became  fo  vicious  and  prodigal, 
that  they  were  difmherited  by  their  parents ;  that  the 
number  of  players,  play-books,  and  play-houfes,  were 
flill  encreafing  ;  that  above  forty  thoufand  playbooks 
were  primed  within  two  years  ;  that  two  old  play-houfes 
were  lately  re-edified  and  enlarged,  and  one  new  one 
eredled  ;  that  the  multitude  of  London  play-haunters 
were  fo  augmented,  that  all  the  ancient  play-houfes,  be- 
ing five  in  number,  were  not  fufTicient  to  maintain  their 
troops ;  that  a  fixth  was  now  added  to  them :  whereas, 
even  in  Nero's  reign,  there  were  but  three  Handing  the- 
atres in  Rome.  Mr.  Prynne's  great  zeal  to  reform  the 
age  made  him  fwell  this  performance  to  cne  thoufand 
pages,  being  a  colledion  of  all  the  palliigcs  againft  the- 
atrical performances  he  had  found  in  the  fathers,  and 
other  grave  authors,  with  his  own  prolix  remarks.  This 
llupendous  work  was  entitled,  "  Llillrio  Maftix.'*     It  ap- 
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Ann.  1633.  pearcd  fo  inofTcnfive,  that  he  got  it  formerly  licenfed  by 
archbidiop  Abbot's  chaplain.  Six  weeks  after  it  came 
out,  .^he  queen  aa:ed  a  part  in  a  paftoral.  Laud,  who 
was  a  great  enemy  to  Prynne  *,  Ihewed  this  book  to 
the  Khig  and  queen,  laying  a  malicious  flrefs  on  a  re- 
ference in  the  table  of  the  work,  «  Women -adtors  noto- 

Profecurionof  ^o^is  whorcs."  Prynuc  was  confined  to  the  Tower.  Dr. 
Heylin,  Laud's  creature,  was  fet  to  Golle<5l  all  the  feverc 
palfages  in  the  performance ;  and  Noy  was  charged  to 
profecute  the  offender  in  the  Star-chamber  f.     Noy  truly 

*  For  having  dete6led  him  in  his  endeavours  to.  impofe  Arminiaa 
tenets  as  the  orthodox  opinions  of  the  church  of  England  ;  on  account 
of  his  publication  againft  the  necefTity  of  epifcopacy,  againft  the  inno- 
vations introduced  in  religious  worfhip  ;  and  becaufe  of  his  fuccefs  in 
procuring  prohibitions  to  Laud's  proceedings  againll  him  in  the  High- 
commifljon  court.  Prynne  in  this  performance  afTertcd,  that  bifliops 
ought  to  invite  the  poor  to  their  tables,  to  have  part  of  the  fcripture 
'  read  at  meals,  and  preach  conftantly  once  a  day  ;  that  minifters  ought 
not  to  meddle  with  fecular  affairs,  nor  bear  fecular  offices.  Ptynnc's: 
lyial  cf  Laud. 

t  The  behaviour  of  the  individuals  that  compofcd  this  inftmous 
court  of  Star-chamber,  on  the  judgment  they  gave  againft  Prynne  is 
fo  puerile,  infolent,  and  unbecoming  the  denomination  of  a  court  of 
juftice,  that  it  is  proper  in  an  hiftory  of  thofe  times  to  expofe  it  to  the 
contempt  of  the  public. 

The  firft  that  fpoke  was  lord  Cotiington.  He  declared,  that  Mr.. 
Prynne,  in  ilut  libellous  book,  had  exprelTed  a  malice  againft  all  man- 
kind, and  the  beft  fort  of  mankind,  kings,  princes,  peers,  prelates, 
magiftrares,  and  governors  j  that  he  was  afTifted  immediately  by  the 
Devil  himlclf,  or  rather,  that  he  had  affjfted  the  Devil.  Among  other 
curious  paflfages  in  Cottington's  fpeech,  he,.  addrefTing  the  afTembly, 
faid,  "  My  lords,  fhall  not  all  that  hear  thefe  tidings  think  that  it  is 
the  mercy  of  the  King  that  Mr.  Prynne  is  not  deftroyed  i  Have  not 
we  ktn  men  condemned  to  be  hanged  and  quartered  for  far  lefs  maty- 
ters  ?  One  Pinchman,  I  was  myfelf  employed  with  others  in  the  exa- 
mining him :  He  confefTed,  that  the  writing  for  which  he  was  quef- 
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performed   the  part  of  the  king's   attorney,  inflaming  Ann.  1633^ 
his   charge  with  forced  conftruclions   and  aggravating 

tioncd  was  a  fermon,  which  he  did  intend  to  preach ;  the  words  were 
againft  the  perfon  of  the  King,  yet  he  never  preached  it ;  yet  becaufe 
he  had  written  it  with  an  intention  to  preach  it,  he  was  brought  upon 
this  point,  and  condemned  to  die.  But  this  book  is  in  print :  It  is 
againft  all  magiftrates,  and  particular  againft  our  fovcrcign  and  hir, 
blcfled  confort.  And  yet,  my  lords,  it  pleafcih  his  majefty  to  let  Mr. 
Prynne  have  his  trial  here.  Mr.  Attorney  noted  unto  your  lordftjip% 
that  you  fliould  fee  how  neceflary  it  was  that  Mr.  Prynne  ftiould  b(» 
clean  cut  off",  as  one  that  had  a  long  time  endeavoured  to  move  the 
people  againft  the  King.  So  I  fay  with  Mr.  Attorney,  it  is  high  time 
that  Mr.  Prynne  may  be  cut  off,  fo  far  as  may  go  with  the  cenfure  of 
this  court.  My  lortls,  Mr.  Prynne  is  better  dealt  withal  than  he  wouKi 
ha^^e  princes  dealt  with  :  he  has  had  fair  trials." 

The  next  perfon  who  fpoke  was  the  lord-chief-juftice  Richardfon. 
"  My  lords,  faid  he,  every  man  taketh  upon  him  to  underftand  what 
he  conceiveth,  and  thinks  he  is  nobody  unlefs  he  is  in  print.  We  are 
troubled  here  with  a  monfter  (movfirum  borrenditm  infcrme  ingem).  \ 
do  not  think  that  Mr.  Prynne  is  the  only  ador  in  this  book,  but  that 
tliere  were  many  heads  and  hands  in  it  bcfidcs  himfclF.  I  would  to 
God  in  Heaven  that  the  Devil,  and  alj  die  that  had  their  heads  and 
hands  therein  bcfides  Mr.  Prynne,  were,  ^c,  for  1  think  that  they  are 
all  ill-willers  to  the  ftate,.  and  defcrve  puniQiment  as  well  as  Mr.  Prynne 
doih.  For  the  book,  I  do  hold  it  a  moft  fcandalous,  infamous  libel 
to  the  King's  majcfty— a  moft  pious  and  religious  King;  to  the  queen's  - 
majefty— a  moft  excellent  and  gracious  queen;  fuch  a  ore  as  tliis  king- 
dom never  enjoyed  tJie  like,,  and  I  think  the  earth  never  had  a  better. 
I  faid,.  it  was  a  feditious  libel :  This  point  of  fedition  is  the  only  thin'r^ 
that  troubles  me ;  and  it  is  that  which  I  fliall  offer  to  your  iordniips"^ 
for  I  do  know  it,  the  good  opinion,,  heart,  will,  and  affeaions  of  the 
King's  fubjeas,  are  his  greatcft  treafure.  Now  if  this  be  fo,  for  anv 
man  cunningly  to  undermine  thefe  things,  to  take  away  the  hearts  of 
the  fubjeds  from  the  King,  and  to  bring  the  King  into  an  ill  opinion 
among  his  people,  this  is  a  moft  damned  offence;  and  if  I  were  in  my 
proper  place,  and  Mr.  Prynne  brought  before  me,  I  fliould  go  another 
way  to  work.  I  proteft  unto  your  lordfhips,  it  maketh  my^  heart  to- 
fwcU,  and  my  blood  in  my  veins  to  boil  (fo  cold  as  1  am)  to  fee  this 
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Ann.  1633.    terms,  till  general  invedives  againft  plays  were  mounted 
to  a  treafonablc  libel,  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the 

or  any  thing  attempted,  which  may  endanger  my  gracious  fovereign  : 
it  is  to  me  the  greateft  comtort  in  the  world  to  behold  his  profperTty. 
Mr.  Prynne  writeth,  that  Tribellius  Pollio  relates,  that  Martian,  Hera- 
clius,  and  Claudius,  three  worthy  Romans,  confpired  together  to  mur- 
der Gallicnus  the  emperor,  a  man  much  befottcd,  and  taken  up  with 
plays,  to  which  he  likewife  drew  the  magiftratcs  and  people  by  his  lewd 
examples ;  as  Flavius  and  others  confpired  Nero*s  murder  for  the  lelf- 
fame  caufe.  Now,  my  lords,  that  they  (hould  be  called  three  worthy 
perlbns  that  do  confpire  an  emperor's  death  (though  a  wicked  empe- 
ror), it  is  no  Chrirtian  exprefTion.  If  fubjefts  have  an  ill  prince,  marry 
what  is  the  remedy ;  they  mull  pray  to  God  to  forgive  him ;  and  not 
fay  they  are  worthy  fubjcds  that  do  kill  him.  If  \hey  were  worthy 
afti,  Mr.  Prynne,  I  can  tell  what  you  are.  No  man  will  confpire  to 
murder  a  king,  that  can  be  a  worthy  adlor;  for  the  very  thought  of  it 
is  high-treafon.  He  fpeaketh  of  thcfc  three,  that  they  were  three  wor- 
thy Romans  that  did  confpire  to  murder  Nero.  This  is  molt  horri- 
ble;  and  here  can  be  no  manner  of  expofition,  but  in  the  worft  fenfe. 
For  his  cxcufe,  he  hath  made  none  at  all,  only  that  it  was  not  his 
intention.'* 

The  earl  of  Do^fer,  the  queen's  chamberlain,  was  the  lafl  man  that 
fpoke  :  He  ran  oi.t  into  an  elogium  on  his  miftrefs.  "  Now,  my  lords, 
faid  he,  as  he  hath  wounded  his  majefly  in  his  head,  power,  and  <yo- 
vcrnmcnt,  and  l:er  majtfty,  his  majelly's  dear  confort,  our  royal  queen, 
and  my  gracious  miftrefs,  I  can  fpare  him  no  longer ;  1  am  at  his  heart. 
Oh,  quantum  !  i^c.  If  any  cad  afperllons  and  ccnlures  on  our  queen 
and  her  innocency,  filence  would  prove  impiety,  rather  than  ingratitude 
in  me,  that  daily  contemplate  her  virtues.  I  will  praife  her  for  that 
which  is  her  own  i  (he  drinks  of  the  fpring-head,  whilft  others  take  up 
with  the  ftream.  I  fhall  not  alter  the  great  truth,  that  has  been  faid 
with  a  heart  as  full  of  devotion  as  a  tongue  of  eloquence,  the  other 
day,  as  it  came  to  his  part.  Sir  John  Finch  :  "  My  lords,  her  own  ex- 
ample to  all  virtues,  the  candor  of  her  life,  is  a  more  powerful  mo- 
tive than  all  pnccpts.  than  the  fevereft  laws  ;  no  hand  of  fortune  or  of 
jx)wer  can  hurt  her  ;  her  heart  is  full  of  honour,  her  foul  of  challitv ; 
majefty,  mildncfs,  and  meeknefs,  are  fo  married  together,  and  fo  im- 
paled in  her,  that  where  the  one  begettcth  admiration,  the  other  love. 

Her 


CHARLES 


I. 


^59 


realm  and  ilate.      Prynne  having  owned  himfclf  the  au-  Ann.  1633, 
ihor,  the  following  cruel  fentence  was  pafled  upon  him : 

Her  foul  of  that  excellent  temper,  fo  harmonioufly  compofed  ;  her  zeal 
in  the  ways  of  God  unparalleled  j  her  affedions  to  her  lord  fo  great, 
if  fhe  offend  him  it  is  no  fun-fct  in  her  anger ;  in  all  her  adions  and 
affedions  fo  eledive  and  judicious ;  and  a  woman  fo  conftant  for  the 
redemption  of  all  her  fex  from  all  imputation  which  men   fometimes 
lay  on  them-,  a  princefs  for  the  fweetnefs  of  her  difpofition,  and  for 
companion,  always   relieving  fome  opprefled  foul,  or  rewarding  fome 
deferring  fubjcd.     Were  all  fuch  faints  as  fhe,  I  think  the  Roman 
church  were  not  to  be  condemned.     On  my  confcience,  (he  troubleth 
the  ghoftly  father  with  nothing,  but  that  flie  hath  nothing  to  trouble 
him  withall.     And  fo,  when  I  have  faid  all  in  her  praife,  I  can  never 
fay  enough  of  her  excellency  -,  in  the  relation  whereof  an  orator  can- 
not flatter,  nor  a  poet  lie."     When  the  earl  of  Dorfet  had  finilhed  his  • 
exalted  panegyric,  he  gave  his  fentence  againft  Mr.  Prynne  in  the  fol- 
lowing  low,  illiberal,  abufivc  terms.     "  Mr.    Prynne,  faid  he,  I  do 
declare  you  to  be  a  fchifm-maker  in  the  church,  a  fedition-fower  in 
the  commonwealth,  a  wolf  in  flieep's  cloathing;  in  a  word,  cm:vum  ma- 
Icrum  nequijfmus.     I  fhall  fine  him  io,oool.  which  is  more  than  he  is 
worth,  yet  Ms  than  he  defervcth.     1   will  not  fet  him  at  liberty,  no 
more  tlian  a  plagued  man,  or  a  mad  dog,  who,  though  he  cannot  bite, 
he  will  foam.     He  is  fo  far  from  being  a  fociable  foul,  that  he  is  not  a  . 
rational  foul  j  he  is  fit  to  live  in  d.-ns  with  fuch  beafts  of  prey  as  v/olves 
and  tigers  like  himfclf;  therefore,  I  do  condemn  him  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment,  as  thofe  monfters  that  are  no  longer  fit  to  live  amon-r 
men,  nor  to  fee  light.     Now,  for  corporal  punifhment,  my  lords,  whe"^ 
ther  I  fhould  burn  him  in  the  forehead,  or  Git  him  in  tiie  nofe  i  for  I 
find  that  it  is  confefTed  ojf  all,  that  Dr.  Leightoa's  ofl^ence  was  lefs  than 
Mr.  Prynne's— then  why  fhould  Mr.  Prynne  have  a  lefs  punifhment  ? 
He  that  was  guilty  of  murder  was  marked  in  a  place  where  he  might 
be  feen,  as  Lain  was :  I  fhould  be  loth  he  fhould  efcape  with  his  ears, 
for  he   may  get  a  perriwig,  which  he  now  fo  much  inveighs  againfl:' 
and  fo  hide  them,  or  force  his  confcience  to  make  ufe  of  his  unlovely 
love-Iocs  on  both  fides ;  therefore,  I  would  have  him   branded  in  the 
forehead,  flit  in  the  nofe,  and  his  ears  cropt  too,  my  lords.     My  lords 
I  now  come  to  this  ordiire,  I  can  give  no  better  term  to  it,  to  burn  it] 
as  it  is  common  in  other  countries  i  or  otiiervvife  we  fhall  bury  Mr! 
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iZrnciin    "  ^^  ^^  P"^  ^^^"^  ^^^^  ^ar }  to  bc  cxcluded  from  the  fo- 

Pryone.        ciety  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  and  degraded  at  Oxford  ;  to  ftand 

in  the  pillory  at  Wcilminfler  and  Chcapiide,  with  a  paper 

Vrynp.c,  arxl  fuffcr  his  ghoft  to  walk  :  I  fhall  therefore  concur  to  the 
burning  of  the  book.  But  let  there  be  a  proclamation  made,  that  who- 
foevcr  fhall  keep  any  of  the  books  in  his  hands,  and  not  bring  them  to 
fome  public  magiftrate  to  bc  burnt  in  the  fire,  let  them  fall  under  the 
ll-ntence  of  this  court." 

The  earl  of  Dorfet,  in  the  beginning  of  this  harangue,  faid,  that 
he  Ihould  do  that  which  a  judge  ought  to  do ;  viz.  afiift  the  pnfoner  at 
the  bar.  "^ 

Mr.  Pr>'nne  had  lain  a  whole  year  in  the  Tower  before  he  was  brought 
to  this  court  to  receive  fentence.  In  the  following  year  he  was  aglin 
profecuted  for  having  written  a  letter  to  Laud,  with  very  free  animad- 
verfions  on  the  feverity  of  his  treatment :  He  efcaped  a  fecond  punilh- 
ment  by  dexteroufly  getting  the  letter  in  his  hands,  and  thus  deprived 
the  archbifliop  of  evidence.  Noy  opened  the  charge  by  fayincr,  that 
he  had  had  much  more  favour  (hewn  him  than  he  deferved  ;  he  had 
been  mercifully  dealt  withal.  He  had  been  in  prifon,  he  had  been 
degraded,  he  had  had  his  ears  cut  off,  he  had  undergone  all  fhame. 

There  is  a  paflage  in  lord  Cottington's  fpeech,  on  his  fentence  given 
agamft  Prynne,  which  gives  rife  for  fufpicion  that  there  were  cruelties 
praftifed  by  Charles  and  his  miniftry,  againfl:  the  oppofers  of  the  court 
Which  arc  unknown  to  pofterity.  One  Pinchman  was  condemned  to 
die  for  writing  a  fermon  he  never  intended  to  preach,  I  believe  there 
IS  a  miftake  in  the  printing  this  name,  and  that  the  fad  Cottington 
mentions  relates  to  one  Edmund  Peachum,  who,  in  the  twelfth  of 
James,  was  tried  in  Somerfetlhire  for  the  aforefiid  offence  and 
brought  in  guilty  of  high  treafon  :  He  had.  been  kept  in  prifon  a 
whole  year  before  his  trial  In  prifon,  he  had  been  racked  feveral 
imies,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  firft  volume  of  this  Hiftory.  James 
was  fo  defirous  of  obtaining  his  condemnation,  that  he  fcnt  his  fcr 
jeant  and  folicitor  down  to  prpfecute  him.  In  this  reign,  I  find  an 
inftance  of  a  man  imprifoned  and  racked  on  a  falfe  information  of 
treafon.  Rujlwcrdy  vol.  II.  p.  247,  ^sf/.y.  Vol.  III.  Jppe^dix,  p.  34. 
Leuen  Speeches,  L-r.  ly  Dr.  Birch,  p.  47,  note.  S^afe  Trials,  vol  I  p. 
395,  (s'/q.  ^  ^ 
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on  his  head,  declaring  his  offence  to  be  an  infamous  li-  Ann.  16^3 

bel  againft  the  King,  the  ftate,  and  the  government ;  to 

lofe  an  ear  in  each  place ;  to  have  his  book  burnt  be- 

fore  his  face  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman ; 

to  be  fined  five  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King ;  and  to 

fuffer  perpetual   imprifonment.      Michael  Sparkes,  the 

publifher  and  printer  of  the  book,  was  fined  five  hun- 

dred  pounds,  and  to  fland  in  the  pillory.     Buckner,  the 

chaplain,  who  licenfed  it,  fifty  pounds.     He  was  ufed 

with  this  lenity  becaufe  he  avowed  to  the  court,  that  he 

approved  of  all  the  ceremonies  then  ufed  in  the  church  ; 

church-mufic  he  did  allow  of,  and  bowing  at  the  nam« 

of  Jefus. 


The  illegal,  barbarous  punifliment  that  had  been  in- 
flidled  on  Prynne,  inftead  of  roufing  the  half-fubdued 
fpirit  of  the  Englifli,  gave  rife  to  a  pompous  perform- 
ance of  the  fame  fort  which  the  unfortunate  barrifler  had 
with  fo  much  hardinefs  condemned.     Noy  the  attorney- 
general,  Sir  Edward  Finch  the  fpeaker.  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  other  dependents  of  the  court,  had  fo 
much  influence  on  their  brethren,  as  to  inftigate  them 
to  offer  a  mafk  to  the  King  and  queen,  to  wipe  off  the 
fiain   of   being   thought    difaffecfted    to   their  favourite 
amufement.     To  the  ridicule  of  every  perfon  of  com- 
mon  fenfe  in  the  kingdom,  the  four  grave  focieties  of  the 
inns  of  court  threw  afide  their  law-ftudies,  and  attached 
themfelves  with    earneftnefs  to  the   important   bufinefs 
of  a  maik,  the  regulating  of  which  was  entrufted  to 
committees  and  fub-committees  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.      Neither  pains  nor  coft  was  neglcdled :  It  is  faid 
that    this    compliment    coft    the    lawyers    upwards    of 
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Ann.  163J.  1 1,000  1.*  The  King  and  queen  were  fo  delighted 
with  the  fhow,  that,  according  to  their  defire,  it  was 
again  repeated  in  the  city,  at  the  expence  of  the  lord- 
mayor,  who  entertained  them  with  a  magnificent  din- 
Strafford's  ner  5  and  the  city  had  the  complaifance  to  prefent  the 
Yoi.i.p.  207.  queen  with  a  jewel  worth  four  thoufand  pounds.  They 
had  offered  a  prefent  of  two  thoufand  pounds;  but  that 
was  rejected  by  the  queen's  chamberlain,  as  a  gift  not 
coftly  enough  f. 

*  The  lawyers  {hewed  their  diflike  to  patents  and  monopolies  by  a 
piece  of  fatire  introduced  in  the  mafk.  Patents  were  ridiculed  by  a 
man  riding  on  a  little  horfe  with  a  great  bit,  himfelf  wearing  a  bit, 
head-ftall,  and  reins,  and  begging  a  patent  that  none  in  the  kingdom 
might  ride  their  horfes  but  with  fuch  bits  as  they  fliould  buy  of  him. 
Monopolies  were  ridiculed  under  the  charader  of  a  man  with  a  bunch 
of  carrots  upon  his  head,  and  a  capon  on  his  fill,  begging  a  patent  of 
monopoly,  as  the  firft  inventor  of  the  art  of  fattening  capons  with  car- 
rots,    ^^bjilock,  i>.  iS,  ^  fe^. 

f  Among  the  proclamations  of  this  year,  one  enjoined  the  ufe  of 
the  bow  and  pike  in  military  difcipline.  Another  was  publiflied  for 
prizing  of  wines :  The  price  of  the  beft  French  wine  was  fixed  at  one 
fhilling  a  quart.  Another  rellrained  the  fale  of  tobacco ;  and  another 
limited  the  prices  of  viduals  within  the  houfhold  :  This  order  was  exe- 
cuted by  an  officer  nominated  the  Clerk  of  the  market  of  his  majefty's 
houfhold,  who  not  only  fet  arbitrary  rates  on  provifions,  but  regulated, 
the  bufinefs  of  weights  and  meafures,  and  all  abufes  therein.  So  very 
monarchical  was  the  practice  of  thefe  times,  that  this  officer  was  in- 
vefted  with  a  power  to  inflid  not  only  pecuniary  but  corporal  punifh- 
ment  on  offending  and  refractory  perfons.  Farther  to  fliew  the  power 
which  the  King  and  privy-council  exercifed  to  diflate  in  all  matters  re- 
lative to  the  police  of  the  country,  an  order  of  the  council  was  hung 
lip  in  a  table  near  St.  Paul's  and  the  Black  Friars,  to  command  all  that 
reforted  to  the  playhoufe  to  fend  away  their  coaches  to  difpcrfe  abroad 
in  St.  Paul's  church-yard,  and  other  places,  not  to  return  to  fetch  their 
company,  but  they  to  go  on  foot  to  their  coaches, 
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The  mod  acflive  fecond  of  Laud  in  all  his  arbitrary  Ann.  1633. 
pradlices  was  the  lord  vifcount  Wentworth  *.  This  man, 
fince  he  commenced  courtier,  had  become  fo  great  a  tool 
of  monarchy,  and  given  fuch  way  to  his  vanity,  and 
other  contemptible  paflions,  that  he  feems  to  have  facri- 
ficed  with  his  virtue  all  pretenfions  to  common  fenfe. 
During  his  prefidentfhip  of  the  council  of  York,  he  ex-  Wentuorth'* 

"  *  *  '      ^       ^         behaviour  as 

ercifed  his  power  not  only  unjuilly,  but  with  a  childifli  prefidcntof 
infolence.     Sir  David  Fowlis,  one  of  the  council  of  York,  ©f  York. 
a  deputy-lieutenant,  and  juftice  of  the  peace ;  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lay  ton,  flierifF  of  the  county  j  and  Henry  Fowlis, 
Efq.  were  by  him  brought  into    the  Star-chamber  for 
difcouraging  people  from  paying  their  compofition-mo- 
ney  in  the  matter  of  knighthood.     Tho'  the  charge  was 
frivolous,    and  amounted  to  nothing  but  fome  trifling  * 
cenfures  of  the  prefident,  and  juft  refledlions  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  council  of  York ;  after  afTerting  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  in  the  bufinefs  of  knighting,  the 


A  commiflion  was  given  to  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  the  bifliop 
of  London,  and  others,  for  the  compounding  of  differences  between 
debtors  and  their  creditors.  This  ad  of  arbitrary  fovereignty  had  been 
exercifed  both  by  Elizabeth  and  James. 

Among  the  numberlefs  proclamations  of  this  reign,  there  is  one  againft 
merchants,  filhermen,  and  mariners,  who  having  in  king  James's  time 
been  prohibited  to  trade  with  the  favages  of  New-England,  did  barter 
away  to  thofe  favages  fwords,  pikes,  mulkets,  match,  powder,  (hot, 
^c.  with  which  they  deftroyed  the  Englilh  who  fold  thofe  weapons 
to  them.  Slrafford's  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  175,  ^  f-q-  Rymer,  vol.  XIX. 
p.  210,  22S,  i^  feq, 

*  Wentworth's  firft  advice  in  council  was,  that  the  King  (hould  take 
tonnage  and  poundage  as  belonging  to  his  prerogative,  if  the  parlia- 
ment refufcd  to  grant  it ;  and  to  protedl  the  farmers  of  the  cuftoms  in  • 
defiance  of  that  aflembly.    Lloyd^slVorthies,  fol.  ed.  Lond.  166^,  p.  22. 
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Ann.  1633.  court  fined  Sir  David  Fowlis,  as  the  principal  offender, 
five  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King,  and  to  acknowledge 
his  great  and  feveral  offences  to  his  majefty  and  the  lord 
vifcount  Wentworth,  not  only  in  the  court  of  Star-cham- 
ber, but  in  the  court  of  York,  and  likewife  at  the  open 
aflizes  in  the  fame  county,  where  the  decree  was  to  be 
publidy  read  ;  moreover,  to  pay  three  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  lord  Wentworth.  As  the  council  urged  no  proof 
againll  Sir  Thomas  Layton,  he  was  difmiiled  without  cen- 
fure.  Henry  Fowlis  was  committed  to  the  Fleet,  and  to 
pay  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  King's  ufe  *. 

*  In  the  following  manner  did  Wentworth  prejudge  the  caufe,  and 
iblicit  his  fellow-coiinfellors  for  a  fentence  flattering  to  his  vanity  and 
his  revengeful  difpofition.  To  lord  Coctington  he  writes  thus  :  '*  The 
fentencing  this  man  (Fowlis)  fettles  the  right  of  knighting  bufinefs 
bravely  for  the  crown ;  for  in  your  fentence  you  will  certainly  declare 
the  undoubted  right  and  prerogative  the  King  hath  therein,  by  com- 
mon law,  ftatute  law,  and  the  undeniable  pradice  of  all  times :  And 
therefore  I  am  a  fuitor  by  you  to  his  majefty,  that  he  would  be  grii- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  the  caufe  to  the  lords,  as  well  in  his  own 
right,  as  in  the  right  of  his  abfent  poor  fervant,  and  to  wifh  them  all 
to  be  there.  You  are  like  to  begin  the  fentence  •,  and  I  will  be  bold 
to  tell  you  my  opinion  thereon :  You  have  been  pleafed  fometimes,  as 
I  fat  by  you,  to  afk  me  my  conceit  upon  the  caufe  then  before  us ;  ad- 
mit me  now  to  do  it  upon  my  own  caufe  •,  for  by  my  truth  1  will  do 
it  as  clearly  as  though  it  concerned  me  not.  Firil,  I  delire  you  to  re- 
member how  Greenfield  was  fined  for  calling  my  lord  Suffolk  only 
bafe  lord  •,  how  a  jury  gave  three  thoufand  pounds  damages  to  my 
lord  Say  for  the  fame  words  -,  and  then  balance  the  flander  moft  ignomi- 
nioufly  and  malicioufly  put  upon  me  by  Sir  David  and  his  fon,  and  let 
me  not  be  leis  valued  than  other  men,  when  I  conceive  that  I  merit 
to  be  more  regarded  than  they :  For,  firft,  I  fulTer  merely  for  my  zeal 
in  his  majefty*s  fervice,  never  having  given  him  the  lead  perfonal  of- 
fence in  all  my  life.  Secondly,  I  was  then  in  the  heat  of  his  majefty's 
bufinefs,  which  might  by  this  means,  taking  away  my  credit,  have 
keen  dcftroyed :  I  was  (albeit  unworthy)  in  that  place  chief  governor 
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The  council  of  York  had  been  erecfled  by  Henry  VIII.  Ann.  1634. 
without  any  authority  of  parliament,  under  the  fpecious 
pretence  of  eafing  thofe  fubjedls  who  had  not  money  to 


under  his  majefty,  his  lieutenant,  and  prefident  of  his  council  there, 
which  makes  this  a  diredt  mutiny,  and  ftirring  up  a  fedition  againfl: 
the  regal  authority,  as  well  as  me.  Thirdly,  it  is  the  moft  untrue,  as 
well  as  malicious  calumny,  that  ever  was  fet  on  a  man. — Much  more  I 
could  fay,  if  I  were  in  the  Star-chamber  to  fpeak  in  fuch  a  caufe  for 
my  lord  Cottington.  But  I  will  conclude  with  this,  that  I  proteft  ta 
God,  if  it  were  in  the  perfon  of  another,  I  ftiould,  in  a  caufe  fo  foul,, 
the  proof  fo  clear,  fine  the  father  and  the  fon.  Sir  David  and  Henry 
Fowlis,  in  two  thoufand  pounds  a-piece  to  his  majefty,  and  in  two 
thoufand  pounds  a-piece  damage  to  myfelf  for  their  fcandal ;  and  they 
both  to  be  fent  down  to  York,  and  there  publicly,  at  York- aflizes  next, 
to  acknowledge  in  the  face  of  the  whole  country  the  right  his  majefty 
hath  to  that  duty  of  knightings,  as  alfo  the  wrong  he  hath  done  me ;. 
humbly  craving  pardon  of  his  majefty,  and  exprefling  his  forrow  fo  ta 
have  mifreprefented  his  majefty's  moft  gracious  proceeding,  even  in  that 
courfe  of  compounding,  where  the  law  would  have  given  him  much 
more,  as  alfo  for  fo  falfly  flandering  and  belying  me  without  a  caufe. 
For  Sir  Thomas  Layton,  he  is  a  fool,  led  on  by  the  nofe  by  the  two 
former ;  nor  was  I  v/illing  to  do  him  any  hurt,  and  fo  let  him  go  for  a. 
coxcomb  as  he  is ;  and  when  he  comes  home,  tell  his  neighbours  it  was 
well  for  him  he  had  lefs  wit  than  his  fellows." 

On  Wentworth's  compliments  on  this  account  to  Laud,  he  returned 
anfwer,  That  whereas  he  (Wentworth)  fcrved  the  church  fo  heartily,, 
church-men  would  be  much  to  blame  if  they  did  not  ferve  him. 

Wentworth  brought  a  yet  more  childifti  complaint  againft  Henry  Bel- 
kfis,  fon  to  the  lord  Falconberg.  He  was  called  before  the  council- 
board  to  anfwer  his  not  having  pulled  oflT  his  hat  to  the  lord^prefident.. 
Notwithftanding  he  pleaded  he  was  talking  to  the  lord  Fairfax,  and 
that  his  face  was  turned  another  way,  he  was  committed  to  the  Gate- 
houfe,  till  he  had  on  his  knees  made  an  acknowledgment  to  the  offended 
prefident.  Strafford's  Letters^  vol.1,  p.  145,  212,  ^  feq^.  RuJJjworthy 
vol  II.  p.  8. 
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Ann.  1634.  profecute  their  fuits  in  the  courts  of  Weftminfter.  The 
jurifdidlion  of  this  unconftitutional  court  extended  over 
Yorkfhire,  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and  Weflmore- 
land,  the  bifhopric  of  Durham,  the  counties  of  the  ci- 
ties of  York,  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  and  Newcaflle  upon 
Tyne.  At  the  firll,  it  adled  according  to  the  rules  of 
other  criminal  courts  ;  but  king  James,  in  the  very  firft 
year  of  his  reign,  by  his  commiflion  to  the  lord-preC- 
dent,  made  it  depend  on  inftrudtions  which  the  King 
fhould  fend ;  its  bounds  to  be  limited  or  enlarged  accor- 
ding to  the  conveniencies  of  (late.  Charles,  who  im- 
proved upon  every  plan  of  ufurpation  which  had  been 
traced  out  by  his  father,  at  the  defire  of  the  lord  Went- 
worth,  renewed  the  commiflion  to  him,  with  fuch  exor- 
bitant powers  that  it  made  the  council  of  York  a  court 
of  equity,  with  an  extenfive  civil  jurifdidion,  independent 
of  the  courts  of  Weftminfter,  and  every  rule  of  law  in 
wTxix^'  ^^^  kingdom.  Among  other  matters,  the  prefident  and 
p.4i4,&feq.  council  were  to  punifli  divers  offences,  whether  the  fame 
was  provided  by  adl  of  parliament  or  nor,  fo  as  the  fines 
impofed  were  not  lefs  than  were  appointed  by  parliament. 
Like  wife,  to  hear  and  determine,  according  to  the  courfe 
of  proceedings  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  all  manner  of 
complaints,  and  to  flay  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law,  by  injunctions  or  otherwife,  as  is  ufed  in  the 
courts  of  Chancery  ;  that  no  prohibition  fhould  be  grant- 
ed at  all,  but  in  cafes  where  the  prefident  exceeded  the 
limits  of  his  inflrudlions ;  and  that  if  a  Habeas  Corpus 
was  granted,  the  party  not  to  be  difcharged  till  he  per- 
formed the  decree  of  the  court ;  if  any  fine  or  amercia- 
ment fliculd  be  fet  for  not  freeing  fuch  perfons  com- 
mitted 
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mitted  before  the  decree  was  performed,  the  treafurer  Ann.  1634. 
and  barons  of  the  Exchequer  were  by  the  inflrudlions  or- 
dered to  difcharge  it.  And  if  any  commiffion  of  rebel- 
lion againfl  the  decree  of  the  faid  court  fhould  be  fued 
out  of  the  court,  and  the  party  fhould  happen  to  fly 
out  of  the  jurifdidion  of  the  faid  court,  the  ferjeant 
at  arms  attending  the  lord-prefident  or  vice-prefident,  or 
any  other  they  fhould  authorize  in  that  behalf,  were  to 
attach  the  pcrfon  fo  offending  in  any  parts  of  the  realms 
of  England  *.  "  And  whereas,  added  the  inflrudlions^ 
we  perceive  that  mildnefs  and  favours  do  much  bolden 
the  evil-difpofed,  we  earneftly  require  the  faid  lord-prefi- 
dent and  council,  for  fome  convenient  feafon  from  hence- 
forth to  ufe  feverity  againft  notable  offenders,  and  to  pu- 
nifh  them  without  long  delay,  not  only  by  pain  of  body 
and  imprifonment,  but  alfo  by  good  fines  and  amercia- 
ments, fo  as  the  opinion  and  report  of  feverity  may  work 
that  by  force  which  is,  and  hath  long  been  feen  will  not 
be  obtained  by  favour  and  gentlenefs  -[J* 


*  Thefe  inftrudlions  were  even  more  arbitrary  than  thofe  that  were 
given  to  the  lord-prefident  of  the  principality  of  Wales.  The  govern- 
ment of  this  country  had  been  thought  fo  oppreffive,  that  James  had 
been  continually  petitioned  by  the  Commons,  though  in  vain,  to  give 
up  this  part  of  his  prerogative,  and  admit  that  the  Welfh  fliould  be 

Ainder  the  fame  jurifdidlion  as  were  the  fubjedb  in  England. 

•  Thefe  additional  claufes  were  added  on  the  lord  Wentworth  hav- 
ing exerted  a  tyranny  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  inftrudtions.  One 
Vaux  procured  a  prohibition :  he  was  arrefted  by  a  warrant  from  the 
lord  Wentworth,  and  afterward  refcued.  Another  warrant  was  direded 
for  the  bringing  the  refcuers  from  London  to  York,  where  they  were- 
imprilbned :  Wentworth  faying,  that  whofoever  brought  a  prohibition 
there  he  would  lay  them  by  the  heels ;  that  he  would  try  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  court  of  York-,  and  if  the  judges  did  not  remand  the  caufe 
back  again,  he  would  appeal  to  the  King.     Mr.  Thorpe,  a  lawyer  and 
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Aon.  1634.        The  attention  of  the  miniftry  for  the  firfl  five  years 
of  Charles's  reign  had  been  fo  entirely  direcfted  to  the 


juftlce  of  peace,  on  obtaining  a  prohibition,  was  put  out  of  his  office. 
He  having,  at  the  quarter- feflions,  declared  he  would  appeal  from  that 
court  to  the  judges,  Wentworth  brought  him  upon  his  knees  to  make 
fubmilTion  -,  faying,  that  he  would  teach  him  there  were  other  men  for 
him  to  complain  to,  the  prefident  and  council,     Wentworth  was  angry 
with  Thorpe  for  not  continuing  long  enough  on  his  knees,  and  bound 
him  over  to  his  good  behaviour,  and  to  make  fubmifTion  at  the  feffions 
for  having  defended  his  client's  caufe  with  warmth,  though  he  appealed 
to  the  King's  council  whether  he  had  fpoken  any  thing  contrary  to  law. 
This  was  not  the  only  profecution  Thorpe  met  with  from  the  angry  de- 
puty :    One  day,  as  he  attended  a  caufe  in  the  Star-chamber,  Went- 
worth accofted  him  thus :  "  I  command  you  not  to  depart  the  town." 
In  compliance  with  this  injunction,  Thorpe  attended  fome  time,  with- 
out being  told  the  nature  of  his  offence,  only  that  he  did  oppofe  the 
lord  Wentworth,  and  he  ihould  attend.     At  length,  by  the  intereft  of 
the  lord  Goring,  he  was  difmifled  into  the  country,  with  an  order  to 
pay  knighthood- money,  though  he  had  not  been  in  poflefTion  of  forty 
pounds  a-year  three  years  before  the  coronation,  as  mentioned  in  the 
writ.     Another  offender  having  been  arrefted  by  a  ferjeant  at  arms,  and 
kept  eighteen  weeks  in  confinement,  appealed  to  the  King  at  the  coun* 
cil-table.     Wentworth  being  prefent,  fell  on  his  knees,  and  befought 
the  King  to  let  him  leave  his  fervice,  if  his  inftru6tions  might  not  be 
fo  good  as  to  bring  in  a  delinquent  that  had  Hepped  over  the  water. 
The   prefident  complaining    to  Cottington  that  the  Exchequer-men 
had  fent  out  warrants  to  bind  all  recufants  to  their  good  behaviour, 
writes,  "  And  to  help  this  matter  the  better,  juftice  Vernon  openly 
in  his  charge  at  York-afTizes  delivered,  as  he  faid,  my  lord-keeper's  di- 
reftions,  and  the  King's  command,  concerning  recufants ;  that  his  ma- 
jcfty's  pleafure  was,  that  the  juftices  of  the  peace  fhould  execute  alt 
the  ftaiutcs  upon  them,  which  was  obferved  to  be  very  faintly  and  re- 
mifsly  performed,  and  efpecially  that  of  twelve-pence  a-Sunday ;  and 
preflfcd  it  fo  far  as  to  make  their  former  neglect  of  execution  difloyalty, 
if  not  perjury.     It  feems,  either  did  my  lord-keeper  very  effeftually 
deliver  his  majefty's  pleafure  to  the  judges  before  the  circuit,  or  this 
juftice  Vernon  very  dutifully  obferve  it.     Betwixt  them,  I  am  fure  they 
iiave  made  all  the  recufants   ready  to  run  from  their  compofitions. 
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fubduing  the  determined  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  fubjeft,  Ann.  1634. 
that  Ireland  had  been  in  a  manner  neeleded.     To  the  ^^^'^  ""^ 

.n         t  •  It  Ireland. 

Iriih  plantations,  undertaken  by  king  James,  Scotland 

thinking  that  there  is  no  faith  to  be  kept  with  them  on  this  earth  ;  and 
fo  hazards  the  overthrowing  a  greater  fervice  than  they,  put  them  both 
together,  will  do  his  majefty,  I  believe,  this  feven  years.  Nor  was 
Mr.  Juftice  Vernon  lefs  peremptory  with  his  majefty  at  Durham  :  for 
being  on  the  bench,  hearing  a  Nifi  Prius,  there  were  offered  by  the 
one  fide  certain  depofitions  to  be  read,  taken  before  the  prefident  and 
council  J  the  judge  rejedbed  them.  It  was  replied,  by  the  King's  in- 
ftrudtions  they  were  commanded  to  be  read ;  and  offered  to  fliew  that 
article  in  the  inftrudions  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  which  fo 
ordains  it ;  but  my  gentleman,  he  knew  of  no  fuch  matter — the  in- 
ftruftions  were  nothing  to  him — and  fo  would  not  fuffer  either  the 
reading  of  the  depofitions  or  articles.  If  this  were  not  a  goodly  exam- 
ple, in  the  face  of  a  country  living  under  the  government  of  a  prefi- 
dent and  council^  for  the  refped  and  obedience  due  to  the  authority 
fet  over  them  by  his  majefty,  of  that  awful  reverence  and  duty  which 
we  all  owe  to  his  majefty's  declared  good  will  and  pleafure,  under  the 
great  feal,  I  am  much  miftaken.  I  do  therefore  moft  humbly  befeech 
this  judge  may  be  convented  at  the  council-board,  charged  with  thefe 
two  great  mifdemeanors ;  which  if  he  deny,  I  pray  you  fay  openly  in 
council,  that  1  am  the  perfon  will  undertake  to  prove  them  a^^ainft 
him;  and  withal  affirm,  that  by  thefe  ftrange  extravagant  courfes  he 
diftrads  his  majefty's  government  and  affairs  more  than  ever  he  will  be 
of  ufe  to  them ;  and  that  therefore  I  am  a  moft  earneft  fuitor  to  his 
majefty  and  their  lordlliips,  that  lie  be  not  admitted  to  go  that  circuit 
hereafter :  and  indeed,  I  do  moft  earneftly  befeech  his  majefty  by  you, 
diat  we  may  be  troubled  no  more  with  fuch  a  peevifii,  indifcrcet  piece 
of  flefii.  ^ 

«  I  confefs  I  difdain  to  fee  the  gown-men  in  tills  fort  hang  their 
nofes  over  the  flowers  of  tiie  crown,  blow  and  fnuffle  upon  them,  till 
they  take  both  fcent  and  beauty  off  them ;  or  to  have  them  put  fuch 
a  prejudice  upon  ail  forts  of  men,  as  if  none  were  worthy  to  be  trufted 
with  honour,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice,  but  themfelves  "  Ru/h- 
worth,  vol.  II.  p.  158,  Of  fe^.  Strafford's  Letters  and  Lifpatcbes,  vol.  I. 
p.  129,  i^  feq. 
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c^ieJ'sEc-  ^^^  tranfplanted  the  greateft  number  of  adventurers: 
ciefiafticai  thcfc  plantcFS  gavc  the  tindl  of  Calvinifm  to  the  re- 
foi.cd.'i7i4,  formed  religion  in  that  country.  In  the  year  1615,  by 
voi.u.p.708.  ^YiQ  management  of  the  learned  Dr.  James  Uiher,  then 
provofl  of  Dublin-college,  and  afterwards  lord-primate, 
the  whole  doctrine  of  Calvinifm  was  received  as  the  pub- 
lic belief  of  the  Irifli  church,  and  ratified  by  the  lord 
Chicheiler  in  the  King's  name.  James  having  earneflly 
engaged  in  the  controverfy  with  Vorflius,  could  not  im- 
mediately rejedl  thofe  opinions  which  he  had  counte- 
nanced, and  in  a  manner  fupported,  in  Holland.  Laud 
was  now  determined  to  introduce  in  Ireland  the  belief 
and  difcipline  he  had  eftablifhed  in  England.  The  re- 
venue of  that  country  was  not  fufficient  to  fupply  the 
expence  of  the  government,  and  to  maintain  the  addi- 
tion of  troops  which  had  been  eftablifhed  on  Charles's 
acceflion  *. 

Standing  armies  are  always  agreeable  to  the  views 
of  arbitrary  princes.  The  infolence  of  the  Irifh  Tapifts, 
who  had  been  hitherto  favoured  by  the  miniftry,  fur- 
niflied  a  pretence  for  the  augmenting  the  military  force 
in  that  kingdom.  To  effect  this,  and  thereby  to  model 
the  frame  of  the  government  on  the  true  prerogative 
fcoting,  to  raife  the  revenue  to  a  height  that  fliould  not 
only  render  that  crown  lefs  burdenfome  to  the  monarch, 
but  furnifli  an  overplus  to  fupport  the  magnificence  of 

*  He  had  incrcafed  his  army  in  Ireland  from  1500  men  to  5000 
foot  and  500  horfc,  and  had  quartered  them  in  feveral  troops  and  com- 
panies upon  the  counties  and  towns  of  the  kingdom,  to  maintain  them, 
in  their  turns  for  three  months  at  a  time,  with  money,  cloaths,  and. 
victuals.     C arts' s  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  p.  50. 
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his  ftate  in  England,  became  the  prime  object;  of  Charles's  Ann.  1634. 
council.  To  execute  thefe  great  defigns,  none  was 
thought  fo  proper  as  the  vifcount  Wentworth :  his  info- 
lent  behaviour  whilft  he  prefided  in  the  council  of  the 
North,  was  mifconftrued  by  the  King  into  a  maintain- 
ing his  dignity  ;  the  inflexibility  he  had  fliewn  in  the 
illegal  courfes  which  had  been  prefcribed  to  him,  was 
regarded  as  a  fulfilling  the  duties  of  a  minifter,  and  an 
honeft  attachment  to  the  rights  of  the  crown.  In  the 
year  16  31  he  was  appointed  deputy  of  Ireland.  His 
powers,  at  his  own  requeft,  were  enlarged  beyond  thofe 
of  any  of  his  predecellbrs  j  with  liberty  to  raife  as  nu- 
merous an  army  as  he  pleafed  *. 

Thus  inverted  with  a  plenitude  of  authority^  he  un- 
dertook to  perform  wonders  in  Ireland,  and  to  more  than 
fatisfy  all  the  expectations  of  the  Englifh  miniftry.    The 
folly  and  infolence  of  his  carriage,  on  his  entrance  into  Cartels  Life 
his  ofl[ice,  was  of  a  piece  with  his   behaviour  in  Eng-  vo1.l"J)°"s8, 
land.      He  treated  all   the  men  of  rank  and  fortune  in  *'^^^* 
the  country  with  a  fupercilious  ftate,  and  the  council  as 
if  they  had  been  his  fervants  f.     The  revenue  of  Ireland 

*  The  following  were  two  of  the  propofitions  made  by  Wentworth 
on  his  acceptance  of  this  office  •,  they  were  agreed  to  by  the  Kino- : 
viz.  That  no  particular  complaint  of  injuftice  or  oppreflion  be  admit- 
ted againft  any,  unlefs  it« appear  the  party  made  his  firfl  addrefs  to  the 
deputy. 

That  the  places  in  the  deputy's  gift,  as  well  of  the  civil  as  the  mar- 
tial, be  left  freely  to  his  difpofe;  and  that  his  majelty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleaftd  not  to  pafs  them  to  any,  upon  fuit  made  tq  him  here.  Stmf- 
ford's  Letters^  vol.  I.  p.  66, 

t  The  firfl  council  he  fummoned  was  only  a  particular  number  that 
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Ann.  1634,    was,  On  the  commencement  of  Wentworth's  government, 
under  vaft  anticipations,   and  moreover  loaded  with  a 

were  the  moft  diftinguiflied  by  the  dignity  of  their  offices  :  thcfe  he  of- 
fended by  making  them  wait  two  hours  before  he  came  to  them. 

As  trifling  anecdotes  are  often  of  fervice  to  inveftigate  the  true  cha- 
raders  of  men,  I  fhall  notice  the  following  ceremony  Wentworth  ufed  on 
his  return  from  his  inauguration  :  PafTing  through  the  prince's  chamber, 
he  (lopped  at  the  chair  of  (late,  and  there  he  made  a  low  and  folemn 
reverence.  He  was  fo  fondly  attached  to,  and  defirous  of  being  treated 
with,  all  the  foppiOi  formalities  of  Itate,  that  he  wrote  to  the  King  and 
council  of  England  for  leave  to  extend  the  ceremonies.  "  The  meet- 
ings and  proceedings  of  this  council,  writes  he,  albeit  much  for  the  bet- 
ter fince  I  came,  yet  are  they  not  with  the  civility  and  dignity  which 
fhould  become  the  honour  of  his  majefty's  fervice,  and  the  place :  there- 
fore I  defire  that  the  orders  fet  down  for  the  privy,  council  of  England 
might  be  fent  unto  us,  with  this  addition,  that  no  man  fpeak  covered, 
fave  the  deputy,  and  that  their  fpeech  may  not  be  dire^ed  one  to  an- 
other, but  only  to  the  deputy. 

*'  I  am  commanded  by  my  inftruftions,  to  call  upon  the  nobility 
and  others  to  attend  the  deputy  upon  all  folemn  proceffions  to  church, 
and  fuch-like.  This  is  not  fo  well  obierved  as  it  ought ;  and  they 
grow  generally  more  negligent  than  is  fit  they  were :  not  truly,  I  trufl, 
in  any  diftafte  to  me — for  to  my  perfon  they  give  as  much  refped  as 

I  defire  from  them  j  but  I  know  not  how,  in  point  of  greatnefs fomc 

of  them  thinking  it  too  much,  perchance,  to  be  tied  to  any  thing  of  duty 
—rather  defirous  it  might  be  taken  as  a  courtefy.  It  would  do  therefore 
very  well  his  majefty  were  gracioully  pleafed  by  letter  to  fignify  what 
the  attendance  is  he  requires  at  their  hands ;  viz.  that  the  noblemen, 
bifhops  in  their  rochets,  and  counfellors,  attend  the  deputy  upon  their 
foot-cbths,  or  otherwife  oa  horfeback,  the  judges  and  his  learned 
counfel  likewife  upon  theirs,  upon  fuch  folemn  days  as  formerly  have 
been  accuftomed;  and  the  captains  and  gentry  which  are  not  coun- 
fellors, to  go  on  along  with  the  reft  of  the  company  before  the  de- 
puty :  which  1  will  caufe  to  be  entered  in  the  council-book,  and  obeyed 
accordingly. 

"  The  rooms  of  this  houfe  are  almoft  become  common,  every  or- 
dinar)'  gentleman  thinking  it  a  difparagement  to  ftay  any  where  but  in 
the  drawing-chamber  5  which  indeed  is  occafioned  in  part  by  fuifering 

the 


debt  of  I  0(^,0  0  0  1.  In  thefe  circumftances  it  was  nc-Ann.  i^sf. 
ceflary  to  raife  an  immediate  fupply.  Wentworth,  by 
the  promife  of  a  parliament,  procured  the  continuation 
of  the  voluntary  contribution  *.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Cavan,  and  Bedell  the  bifliop  of  Kilmore  at 
their  head,  remonftrated  againft  the  continuance  of  this 
impofition,  and  the  excefles  committed  by  the  foldiers. 
This  Wentworth  confidered  as  an  infolent  attack  on  his 
authority,  and  exprefled  great  indignation  againft  the 
bifliop ;  but  felt  the  neceflity  of  remedying  the  diforders 

the  prefence  to  be  fo  familiar,  that  for  the  moft  part  it  is  filled  with 
the  fervants,  whilft  the  mafters  are  within.  Left,  therefore,  the  King's 
greatnefs,  albeit  but  in  the  type,  become  lefs  reverenced  than  truly  it 
ought  to  be,  I  pray  to  receive  the  like  commands,  that  upon  days  of 
meeting  none  but  noblemen  come  farther  than  the  drawing-chamber ; 
the  gallery  only  free  for  thofe  that  be  of  the  council ;  and  that  all  their 
fervants  ftay  in  the  great  chamber,  where  they  and  all  others  are  to  be 
bare,  as  well  as  in  the  prefence,  there  being  there  a  ftate  as  well  as  in 
the  other."  Carte's  Life  of  the  D.  of  Onnond,  fol.  ed.  vol.  I.  p.  ^^^  ^  feq. 
Strafford's  Letters^  vol.  L  p.  200,  i^  fcq. 

*  The  lord  Balfour  and  others  having  refufed  a  former  contribution, 
they  were  proceeded  againft  as  delinquents.  On  this  bufinefs,  Went- 
worth, who  had  not  yet  taken  pofleffion  of  his  government,  writes  thus 
to  fecretary  Cook  :  "  When  I  come  on  the  other  fide,  believe  me  I  will 
teach  both  them  and  others  better  grounds  of  duty  and  obedience  to  his 
majefty  than  they  have  fhewn  in  this  wanton  and  faucy  boldnefs  of 
theirs  :  and  fo  much  the  more  careful  muft  we  be  to  corred  this  peccant 
humour  in  the  firft  beginning,  in  regard  this  is  a  great  revenue,  which 
his  majefly's  affairs  cannot  fubfift  without ;  fo  that  we  muft  either  con- 
tinue that  to  the  crown,  or  get  fomething  from  that  people  of  as  much 
value  another  way:  wherein  I  conceive  it  moft  neceflary  to  proceed  moft 
feverely  in  the  punifhment  of  this  offence,  which  will  ftill  all  men  elfe 
for  a  many  years  after ;  and  therefore,  if  the  King  or  yourfclf  conceive 
otherwife,  help  me  in  time,  or  elfe  I  (hall  be  fure  to  lay  it  on  them 
foundly."     Strafford's  Letters^  vol.  I.  p.  88. 
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that  were  fpecified  in  the  complaint.  He  was  fo  induf- 
tiious  in  rertoring  dilcipUnc,  that  the  ignorant  Irifli,  who 
had  only  confidered  the  army  as  a  grievance  on  account 
of  the  violences  committed  by  the  foldiers,  now  chear- 
hilly  fubmitted  to  that  formidable  inftrument  of  tyranny, 
a  ftanding  military  force. 

The  voluntary  contributions  were  to  be  continued  but 
for  two  years  ;  it  had  already  exifted  ten,  and  the  people 
were  under  great  uneafinefs  left  this  fliould  be  eftablifhed 
by  cuftom  into  a  perpetual  tax  ».  A  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  neceflary  to  accompliHi  the  defign  of  rendering 
the  crown  independent,  and  confequently  abfolute.  This 
was  propofed  by  Wentworth  to  be  done  by  a  parliament 
Property  was  at  this  time  very  precarious  in  Ireland* 
many  proprietors  of  land  could  derive  no  title  from  the 
crown ;  the  letters-patent  of  others  were  infufficient  in 
law,  defeaive,  doubtful,  or  not  plain  enough  to  pre- 
vent difpute.  The  fubjec^  longed  to  be  made  eafy  by  an 
ad:  of  parliament  which  fliould  bind  the  crown  and 
give  them  an  abfolute  fecurity  in  their  eftates  'This 
was  agreeable  to  the  dcHgns  of  the  deputy,  who  could 
advance  his  maftcr's  revenue  by  the  compofitions.  and 

•  Subjeas  ought  to  be  very  careful  how  they  give  way  to  bad  pre- 
cedents :  The  moft  noxious  privileges  of  princes  are  often  eftabliLd 
on  no  better  foundat.on  Charles  and  his  minifter  Wentworth  looked  on 
this  contr,bution,  though  a  voluntary  one,  as  the  King's  right.  The 
deputy  affures  h,m,  tl,at  though  he  were  luccefsful  to  procurf  from  the 
parhament  a  compenfation  in  lieu  of  the  contribution.^e  fhou  d  take 

iic  tuture.     ^iraf Old's L^mrs,  vol.  I.  p.  245. 
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obtain  from  the  parliament  a  confiderable  grant  in  re-  Ann,  1634. 
turn  for  fcreening  them  from  farther  moleftation  in  the 
pofTefTions  of  their  eftates :  Befides,  the  two  factions  of 
Papifts  and  Proteftants,  more  intent  on  thwarting  each 
other  than  in  maintaining  their  mutual  rights,  were  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  views  of  a  minifter.  A  parliament  was 
refolved  on.  Wentworth's  next  care  was  to  name  pro- 
per (herifFs,  and  other  officers,  who  fliould  manage  the 
elc(5lions  in  a  manner  that  the  two  parties  of  Roman- 
Catholics  and  Proteftants  being-  equally  balanced,  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  fhould  throw  the  fcale  upon  the 
fide  of  royalty  *.  As  he  was  defirous  that  the  large  fum 
of  money  he  hoped  to  obtain  from  the  Commons  fliould 
not  be  clogged  with  concefTions  from  his  maftcr,  he  dc- 

♦  "  I  (hall  endeavour,  writes  Wentworth,  the  lower  houfe  may  be 
fo  compofed  as  that  neither  the  Recufants,  nor  yet  the  Protelhnts,  Hiall 
appear  confiderably  more  one  than  the  other,  holding  them  as  much 
as  may  be  upon  an  equal  balance ;  for  they  will  prove  thus  eafier  to 
govern  than  if  any  party  were  abfolute.     Then  would  I,  in  private  dif. 
courfe,  lliew  the  Recufants  that  the  contribution  ended  i;i  December 
next  J  if  your  majefty's  army  were  not  fupplied  fome  other  way  before, 
the  twelve-pence  a-bunday  muft  of  necedity  be  exadcd  upon  them  • 
and  (hew  the  Proteftants,  that  your  majefty  muft  not  let  go  the  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  contribution,  nor  yet  difcontent  the  other  in  matters 
of  religion  till  the  army  were  fome  way  elfe  certainly  provided  for  • 
and  convmce  them  both,  that  the  prefent  quarterly  payments  are  not 
fo  burdenfomc  as  they  pretend  them  to  be,    and  that  by  the  graces 
they  have  had  already  more  benefit  than  their  money  came  to.     I  will 
labour  to  make  as  many  captains  and  officers  burgelFcs  as  pofTibly  I 
can-,  who  having  immediate  dependance  upon  the  crown,  may  almoft 
Iway  the  bufinels  betwixt  the  two  parties  wliich  way  they  pleafe.     In 
the  higher  houlc  your  majefty  will  have,  I  truft,  the  bifliops  wholly 
for  you ;  the  titular  lords,  rather  than  come  over  themfelvcs,  will  pui 
their  proxies  into  fuch  fafe  hands  as  may  be  thought  of  on  this  fide.- 
Siraford s  LeUcrs,  vol.  J.  p.  1^6^,^ /eg,. 
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Ann.  1634.  terniined  to  make  two  feflions  of  this  parliament :  One 
to  fecure  the  fupply,  and  the  other  to  pafs  thofe  bills 
he  deemed  proper  for  the  crown  to  aflent  to  *.  A  par- 
liament in  Ireland  was  an  excellent  object  for  minifterial 
Rofhworth,  craft  to  work  on.  The  natives  had  been  fo  long  de- 
vo^^.p.209,  prived  of  this  privilege,  and  fo  negligent  of  their  re- 
cords, that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  into  England  for 
precedents  concerning  the  cuftoms  of  parliament  f. 

*  «  There  being  fome  of  your  ma)efty*s  graces,  writes  Wentworth, 
which  being  pafTed  into  laws  might  be  of  great  prejudice  to  the  crown; 
and  yet  it  being  to  be  feared  they  will  prefs  for  them  all,  and  it  is 
uncertain  what  humour  the  denying  any  of  them  might  move  in  their 
minds,  I  conceive,  under  favour,  it  would  be  much  better  to  make 
two  fc/Tions  of  it,  one  in  fummer,  the  other  in  winter;  and  in  the  lat- 
ter to  en  ad  fo  many  of  thofe  graces  as  in  honour  and  wifdom  fhould 
be  judged  equal;  when  the  putting  afide  of  the  reft  might  be  of  no  ill 
confequence  to  other  your  royal  purpofes.  If  the  parliament  fliould 
meanly  caft  from  them  the  mighty  obligations  the  nation  owes  to  your 
^  majefty,  your  majefty's  affairs  can  never  fuffer  lefs  by  their  ftarting 
afide,  when  the  general  peace  abroad  admits  more  united  counfel  in 
your  majefty,  and  lei's  diftracted  thoughts  in  your  minifters,  to  chaftife 
iuch  a  torgetfulnefs,  to  call  to  their  remembrance,  and  to  enforce  from 
them  other  and  better  duties  than  thefe." 

t  Wentworth  gives  the  following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
abridged  the  privileges  of  the  fubjcd :  "  Previous  to  the  meetintr  of 
parliament,  the  lord-chancellor  had  moved,  that  the  lords  of  the  pale^ ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  former  parliaments,  might  be  conferred  withal 
concerning  the  matters  therein  to  be  propounded  :  I  prefently  filenced 
it  by  a  direcl  and  round  anfwer,  that  fhould  we  do  fo,  I  feared  his  ma- 
jefty  might  judge  we  had  exceeded  our  dircdions,  opening  his  council 
to  any  but  ourfelves,  without  his  fpecial  warrant.  Within  fome  four 
days  after,  xhc  earl  of  Fingal  told  me,  the  report  went  there  would  be 
a  parliament,  and  that  their  lordlhips  of  the  pale  had  been  accuftofned 
to  be  confulted  with  before  thofe  meetings,  to  aflemble  and  take  ad- 
vice together  what  to  propound  for  the  good  of  the  people.  My  an- 
fwer was  quick  :  I  told  him,  that  the  calling  of  parliaments  was  the 
peculiar  of  king.s,  and  fo  locked  up  in  the  facred  breaft  of  his  majefty, 
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On  the  firft  meeting  of  the  parliament,  the  deputy,  Ann.  1634. 
in  a  very  magifterial  manner,  acquainted  both  houfes 

as  it  were  want  of  good  manners  in  me  his  fervant  to  pry  into,  or  im- 
part his  councils,  fooner  than  fhould  in  his  own  good  time  be  revealed 
unto  me;  that  I  muft  tell  him,  I  conceived  his  majefty  might  jud^^c  it 
with  fome  more  reafon  a  high  prefumption  in  him,  or  any  other  pri- 
vate man,  to  eled  themfelves  inquifitors  over  his  gracious  purpofes 
towards  his  fubjefts,  which  were  fet  with  fo  much  love  and  juftice,  in 
fo  much  height   and  perfedion,   as  could  not   by  them   all  put  to- 
gether be  fo  well  difpofed  and  guided  as  they  were  already  by  thofe 
clearer  lights  of  his  own  wifdom  and  goodnefs ;  that  afTuredly  his  ma- 
jefty would  rejeft  with  fcorn  and  difdain  all  fuch  foreign  inftruclions 
between  him  and  his  people ;  neither  muft  his  lordftiip  or  any  other 
expedt  his  majefty  would  confult,  in  the  calling  of  his  people,  any,  or 
in  other  manner  than  he  fhould  judge  fit  and  convenient;  that  there- 
fore himfelf  and  the  reft  were  to  wait  the  times  and  the  feafons,  and 
not  think  of  applying  any  thing  in  the  calling  of  parliaments  to  them- 
felves, as  not  belonging  to  them,  nor  indeed  the  appointing  of  any 
other  meetings,  or  other  conferences,  to  be  had  by  any  fubjeds  in 
thofe  public  affairs,  but  in  their  open  afTemblies  of  parliament,  which 
his  majefty  would  gracioufly  vouchfafe  to  hear,  containing  their  dif- 
courfe  within  the  bounds  of  fobriety  and  moderation  ;  and  to  give 
them  fuch  anfwers  as  were  fit  for  the  reft :  His  own  councils  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  govern  his  own  affairs  and  people,  without  borrowino-  from 
any  private  man  whatfoever;  whofe  duty  it  was  not  altumfapere,  as  to 
look  upon  thefe  deep  myfteries  of  ftate  before  thereunto  called  by  his 
majefty." 

Wentworth  had  in  this  bufmefs  of  an  Irifh  parliament  recommended 
an  inviolable  fecrecy  to  the  council  of  England,  that  he  might  have 
an  eafier  prey  of  this  unguarded  people,  and  afcertain  his  future  fa- 
vour from  eftabliftiing  government  on  the  King's  own  principles  in  Ire- 
land :  But  he  did  not  find  the  council  fo  abjedly  devoted  as  to  be 
very  forward  to  deftroy  their  own  liberties  to  the  advancement  of  his 
private  defigns.  He  writes,  he  was  fain  to  work  off  fome  little  diffi 
culties  ;  that  underftanding,  by  the  mafter  of  the  rolls  and  Sir  Georo-e 
Radcliffe,  that  the  council  grounded  their  opinion  much  upon  pleafinc*- 
the  people ;  that  they  moved  to  have  the   bill  of  monopolies  nrc^ 
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Aiw.i6|4.  what  was  expecfVed  from  them  *:   That  ioo,oooI.  debt 
was  to  be  difchargcd,  and  a  yearly  revenue  of  2o,oool, 

pounded ;  divers  other  bills  of  grace  -,  and  infifled  much  upon  havin* 
the  general  pardon  go  over  witli  the  fubfidies,  as  good  inducements  to 
content  the  houfes  -,  that  they  were  not  inclinable  to  fend  the  bill  of 
fubfidies  with  blanks,  but  to  grant  two  in  certain ;  that  upon  eftimate 
made  of  an  entire  fubfidy  to  be  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  they  arew  to 
forecaft,  that  in  cafe  thefe  fubfidies  were  anfwered  by  one  in  a  year, 
whereas  now  the  contribution  was  but  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  there 
would  be  ten  thoufand  pounds  above  the  ordinary  charge ;  and  fo 
confequently,  for  fear  all  furplufage  fhould  be  fweeped  away  upon  fuit 
in  England,  the  coin  tranfportcd,  to  the  impoverilhing  the  kingdom, 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  proportion  the  fupply  fo  even  as  there  might 
not  be  any  to  fpare,  which  might  be  effeded  by  enacling  the  payments 
to  be  but  one  third  part  half  yearly. 

"  I,  added  Wentworth,  not  knowing  what  this  might  grow  to,  went 
inftantly  unto  them,  when  they  were  in  council;  told  them  plainly,  I 
feared  they  began  at  the  wrong  end,  thus  confulting  what  might  pleafe 
the  people  in  a  parliament,  when  it  would  better  become^'a  privy- 
counfellor  to  confider  what  might  pleafe  the  King,  and  induce  him  to 
call  one ;  that  albeit  I  had  not  in  particular  as  yet  to  refoive  them 
what  it  was  his  majefty  would  propound,  yet  I  knew,  as  all  oiiier 
great  and  wife  princes,  his  majefly  cxpeded  to  be  trufted— nor  did 
ever  any  deferve  it  better  from  his  people  •,  that  he  would  not  in  any 
cafe  admit  of  conditions,  or  be  proceeded  withal  by  way  of  bargaii 
or  contraa ;  that  he  would  be  provided  for  as  the  head,  and  care  for 
his  people  as  members,  through  all  the  cxprefTions  of  a  gracious  and 
good  king,  but  ftill  according  to  the  order  of  reafon,  nature,  and  con- 
fcience— himfelf  firft,  his  people  afterwards ;  that  as  for  the  bill  of  mo- 
nopolies, it  was  not  to  be  granted  at  ail— the  other  bills  of  grace  not 
feafonable  now. 

*  As  fome  of  Wentworth's  popular  fpeeches  have  been  quoted  in 
this  Hiftory,  the  reader  perhaps  will  not  be  difpleafcd  to  be  acquainted 
with  his  eloquence  in  the  minilterial  drain.  He  began  his  oration  to  the 
parliament  in  the  true  prerogative  ftyle,  after  the  manner  of  the  Stewart 
family.  "  Albeit,  faid  he,  the  reafons  leading  and  refolutions  fet  in 
aflembling  of  parliaments  be  the  hidden  fecrets,  the  privileged  pecu- 
liars 
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fettled  for  the  payment  of  the  army.     With  this  he  in-  Ann.  1634. 
limated  the  King's  refolution  to  make  two  fcffions  ;  the 

liars  of  kings,  for  which  they  are  in  no  kind  accountable,  nor  ou  jjit 
any  fubjedl,    uncalled,  to  intermeddle  ;  yet  is   his  majefty  gracioufly 
pleafed  that  I  thus  fet  forth  the  grounds  of  this  prefent  meeting  faith- 
fully and  evidently  before  you ;  and  if  temples  conditutcd  by  Jupiter 
and  the  Pagans  to  their  Apollo,  and  thofc  other  gods  of  the  greater  vo- 
lume, were  (as  the  archited:  rules  it)  to  be  left  fiib  dio,  without  any 
other  than   Heaven  for  a  covering,  quoniam  bcrum  Deorum^  £s?  fpecies 
^  effelus  in  aperto  mundo  atque  lucente  prj^Jentes  videmus  •,  then  fure,  with 
far  better  reafon  than  thofe  their  fiditious  gods,  are  the  princely  and 
juft  intendments  of  my  gracious  and  great  mafter  to  be  by  us  all  this 
day  celebrated  under  the  fun,  confidering  that  if  we,  who  have  the 
happinefs  to  gather  the  blefled  fruits  of  his  government,  could  prove 
fo  ingrate  as  not  to  acknowledge  them,  yet  fliall  their  own  weight  and 
piety  convey  them  along,  proclaim  him  aloud  to  future  ages  famous 
even  among  the  beft  of  kings."     After  this  bomball:  flourilh,  Went- 
worth dated  the  debts  of  the  crown,  and  conditions  of  the  revenue ;  he 
urged  the  great  merits  of  the  King  in  his  government,  and  the  obli- 
gations  that  lay  upon  the  parliament  for  granting  a  fupply.     «  There 
mufl:  be  a  (landing  revenue,  continued  he,  (mark  it  well)  provided  by 
you  to  fupply  and  fettle  the  conftant  payments  of  the  army :  For  it  is 
far  below  my  great  mafter  to  come  at  every  year's  end,  with  his  hat  in 
his  hand,  to  intreat  that  you  would  be  pleafed  preferve  yourfelves.— 
Next  let  me  advife  you,  fuffer  no  poor  fufpicions  or  jealoufies  to  vi- 
tiate  your  judgments;  much  rather  become  you  wife  by  others  harms. 
You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  misfortunes  thefe  meetings  have  feeri 
of  late  years  in  England  i  ftrike  not  therefore  upon  the  fame  rock  of 
diftruft  which  hath  fo  often  (hivered  them  :  For  whatever  other  acci- 
dent this  mifchief  may  be  afTigned  unto,  there  was  nothino^  elfe  that 
brought  it  upon  us  but  the  King's  juft  ftanding  to  have  the^onour  of 
our  truft,  and  our  ill-grounded  obftinate  fears  that  would  not  be  k- 
cured.     This  was  that  fpirit  of  the  air  that  walked  in  darknefs,  abuf' 
ing  both ;  whereon  if  once  one  beam  of  light  and  truth  had  happily 
refleded,  it  had  pafTed  over  as  clouds  without  rain,  and  left  the  Kin^ 
far  better  contented  with  his  people,  and  them  much  more  happy  (zt 
belt  as  they  are)  thanks  be  to  God  and  his  majefty,  they  are  the  hap. 
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firft  for  his  own  bufinefs,  and  the  fecond  for  the  public  ; 
but  withal  gave  flrong  afluranccs  of  his  majefty's  inten- 
tion to  comply  with  their  defires,  provided  they  tacked 
no  conditions  to  their  fupply. 

The  majority  of  this  parliament  feem  to  have  been 
deficient  in  abilities,  rather  than  in  inclination,  to  pre- 
ferve  their  power  aind  independency.  The  Commons 
were  on  the  point  of  reje<5ling  the  recorder  of  Dub- 
lin for  their  fpeaker,  who  had  been  recommended  by 
the  deputy,  but  did  not  infill  on  this  point.  Such 
was  their  ignorance  of  the  privileges  of  parliaments, 
that  they  fubmitted  to  the  documents  of  Wentworth, 
who  in  very  arrogant  language  told  them,  it  was 
their  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  King's  choice;  and  quot- 
ed the  example  of  the  EngliQi  parliaments  for  a  con- 

pieft  in  the  world — Finally,  I  wifh  you  had  a  right  judgment  in  all 
things  J  yet  let  me  not  prove  a  Caflandra  among  you,  to  fpeak  truth 
and  not  be  believed :  However,  fpeak  truth  I  will,  were  I  to  become 
your  enemy  fbr  it.  Remember  therefore  that  I  tell  you,  you  may  eafily 
make  or  marr  this  parliament.  If  you  proceed  with  refpeft,  without 
laying  cloggs  and  conditions  upon  the  King,  as  wife  and  good  fubjeds 
ought  to  do,  you  fhall  infallibly  fet  up  this  parliament  eminent  to  po- 
flcrity,  as  the  very  bafis  and  foundation  of  the  greateft  happinefs  and 
profperity  that  ever  befel  this  nation.  But  if  you  meet  a  great  kino- 
with  narrow  and  circumfcribed  hearts,  if  you  will  needs  be  wife  and 
cautious  above  the  moon,  remember  again  that  I  tell  you,  you  fhall 
never  be  able  to  caft  your  mifts  before  the  eyes  of  a  difcerning  king . 
you  fhall  be  found  out  i  your  fons  fhall  wifli  they  had  been  the  chil* 
dren  of  more  believing  parents ;  and  in  a  time  when  you  look  not  for 
it,  when  it  will  be  too  late  for  you  to  help,  the  fad  repentance  of  an  un- 
advifed  breach  fhall  be  yours,  lafling  honour  fhall  be  my  maflcr's." 
Strafford's  Leiiers^  vol.  I.  p.  286,  ^  fe^, 
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(lant  acquicfcence  in  this  point.  The  divifion  on  the  Ann.  1634, 
firit  queftion  convinced  him,  that  he  had  fuccceded 
in  his  plan  of  balancing  equally  the  two  parties  of 
Roman  Catholics  and  Proteftants  ;  the  Recufants  rang- 
ing themfelves  on  one  fide,  and  the  Proteftants  on 
the  other.  The  queftion  was  moved  by  the  Recufants  : 
It  was  for  purging  the  houfe ;  and  was  carried  againfl 
them  by  eight  voices  only.  On  this  difcovery,  Went- 
worth writes,  that  he  grew  confident  of  fuccefs,  and 
moved  for  the  fupply  the  next  day,  having  previoufly 
prepared  the  council,  and  direded  them  in  what  manner 
to  behave  ;  withal  charging  them  to  fpeak  earneftly  for 
ii^  fubfidies,  and  to  prepare  their  friends  to  ufe  all  their 
power  and  credit  to  gain  the  point.  Each  man's  beha- 
viour, he  faid,  in  this  bufinefs  he  fhould  tranfmit  to  the 
King.  On  this  unexpedted  propofal,  the  Recufant  party 
moved  a  ftay  till  the  houfe  fhould  be  purged  of  thofe 
members  who  had,  by  fraud  and  connivance,  gained  an 
undue  elec5lion  ;  but  the  Proteftant  party  determined  to 
thwart  their  enemies,  clofed  in  with  the  propofal,  and 
the  fupply  was  carried  by  twenty-eight  voices.  This  im- 
portant point  gained,  the  deputy  and  his  dependants 
found  means  to  fpin  out  the  feffion  without  concluding 
any  thing,  or  pafling  other  laws  than  the  a(5ls  of  fubfi- 
dies, and  one  more,  which  was  alfo  to  bring  money  to 
the  crown,  the  confirming  compofiiions  which  fliould  be 
made  upon  defedlive  titles. 


The  Lords,  according  to  the  gentle  nature  of  nobi- 
lity, were  not  behind-hand  with  the  Commons  in   tefti- 
fying  their  obedience  to  the  crown,  and  obfervance  of 
the  deputy ;  nor  did  the  deputy  fliew  lefs  infolcnce  of 
1  office,. 
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Ann.  163^.  office,  or  treat  them  with  lefs  arrogance,  than  he  had 
ufed  to  the  Commons.  They  had  pafled  laws,  and  given 
orders  to  the  attorney  general  to  draw  them  up  in  form 
to  be  tranfmitted  for  the  King's  approbation.  Went  worth 
fired  at  this  encroachment  on  his  authority,  but  fup- 
prcfTcd  his  refentment  till  the  bill  of  fubfidies  had  paflld 
both  houfes:  He  then,  in  a  tone  of  high  fuperiority, 
gave  the  Lords  to  underftand,  that  they  had  proceeded 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  power ;  he  intimated,  that  he 
imputed  it  to  their  ignorance,  and  not  to  any  indired 
purpofc  ;  he  (hould  content  himfelf  with  entering  liis 
proteftation  againft  it  in  the  King's  behalf,  which  he 
required  might  be  recorded  in  the  houfe ;  and  dcfired 
them  for  the  future  not  to  exceed  the  power  that  was 
left  them  by  Poyning's  Adt  * — a  liberty  only  to  offer  by 
petition  to  the  deputy  and  council  fuch  confiderations  as 
they  fliould  think  good  for  the  commonwealth,  by  them 

♦  Noy  the  attorney-general  had  given  his  advice,  that  the  parliament 
fhould  have  power  to  pats  ads,  and  tranfmit  them  to  England.  Went- 
worth  oppofed  this  popular  meafure,  and  reprefented  to  the  King,  that 
it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  his  prerogative,  gotten  by  the  wifdom 
of  former  ages :  For  now  fhould  they  grow  importunate  in  their  pro- 
pofals,  the  deputy  might  filence  them  by  giving  thrm  to  underftand, 
that  they  incurred  danger  by  difcourfing  on  matters  to  which  they 
were  not  authorized  by  his  majefty's  warrant.  Carte,  though  a  man  of 
moft  arbitrary  principles,  reafons  thus  of  this  ftatute,  called  Poyning's 
A£t :  »♦  The  Irifh  may  think  themftlves  downright  flaves  by  this  adt, 
which  reflrains  them  from  making  any  law,  or  taking  any  meafures, 
to  redrefs  their  grievances ;  fubjeds  them  to  the  will  of  perfons  who 
have  different  interefts  from  theirs  ;  difables  them  from  making  appli- 
cation to  the  King,  but  by  the  intervention  and  mediation  of  his  mi- 
nifters,  generally  fent  from  another  kingdom,  too  jealous  of  the  pro- 
fperity  and  commerce  of  Ireland."  Strafford's  Letters^  vol.  I.  p.  269. 
Qariis  Ltfe  of  Ormond,  vol.  I.  p.  80. 
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to  be  tranfmitted  or  flaid.     The  Lords,  far  from  Qiew-  Ann.  1634. 
ing  themfelves  angry  at  the  manner  or  the  matter  of 
the  deputy's  oppofition,  acquiefced  with  his  didlates,  and 
declared  it  had  not  been  their  intention  to  offend.     Both 
houfes  had  prefTed  much  for  the  graces,  efpecially   the 
law  of  England  for  threefcore  years  poileilion   to  con- 
clude the  rights  of  the  crown :  In  the  lower  houfe,  fome 
had  ventured  to  urge  the  King's  promife;  the  Commons 
had  named   a  committee  to  attend  the  chancellor,  and 
other  law-officers    appointed    by    Wentworth,  to    make 
ready  thofe  laws,  which  were  to  be  tranfmitted  at  the 
next  meeting.     This  credulous  afTembly  imagined   they 
were  on  the  point  of  reaping  the  fruit  of  their  genero- 
fity  and  unlimited   complaifance  to  the  crown,  and  in- 
ceflanily  importuned  the  deputy  and  council  for  the  per- 
formance  of  what  had    been  largely  promifed   in  the 
King's  name.     The  deputy  called  the  council  together, 
and  finding  them  complaifant  enough  to  fliare  with  him 
the  odium  of  being  guilty  of  a  bafe  deceit,  plainly  told 
the  committee,  that  they  fhould  not  give  way  to  the 
tranfmitting  of  the  law  of  threefcore  years,  nor  any  other 
of  the  graces  that  were  prejudicial  to  the  power  of  the 
crown  *. 

*  Wentworth,  in  his  account  of  the  tranfaflions  of  this  parliament, 
writes,  that  there  fell  a  breach  between  the  two  houfes.  which  kept 
them  afunder  all  the  fclTion  :  The  Commons  would  not  confer  with 
the  Lords,  unlefs  they  might  be  covered  as  well  as  their  lordHiips, 
which  the  other  would  by  no  means  admit.  »'  For  my  part,  adds  hei 
I  did  not  lay  it  vrry  near  my  heart  to  agree  them,  as  having  heretofore 
leen  the  effeds  which  follow  when  they  are  in  ftrid  underftandino-,  or 
at  difference  among  theaifelves.  Befides,  I  faw  plainly,  that  keeping 
them  at  diftance  J  did  avoid  their  joining  in  a  petition  for  the  graces, 
which  infaihbly  they  would  have  done,  which  now  comes  only  fmgly 

from 
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Ann.  i5?(.  ^  HAVE  thought  it  necefliiiy  to  be  full  in  my  quota- 
tion of  the  account  Wcntworth  gives  of  the  manage- 
ment of  this  parliament,  fmce  it  expofes  to  the  public 
the  infamous  artifices  of  ftatefmen,  and  fhews  that  par- 
liaments are  noxious  things  when  they  become  the  dupes 
of  minillers  ;  that  aflemblies  inverted  with  fuch  autho- 
rity ought  carefully  to  weigh  and  examine  the  fpecious 
pretences  of  thofe  tools  of  power,  left,  deluded  by  the 
bafe  arts  of  king-craft,  they  become  the  fuicides  of  their 

from  the  Commons.  I  conceive  it  will  be  very  eafy,  the  next  fefiions, 
either  to  agree  or  keep  them  dill  afunder :  I  defire  there  may  be  a  thou^^ht 
bellowed  upon  it  at  fome  leifure,  and  let  me  have  my  di regions." 

In  the  fecond  feflion  of  this  parliament,  the  Lords  having  pro- 
ceeded fome  fteps  to  bring  one  Sir  Vincent  Gookin,  an  offender,  to 
juftice,  Wcntworth  told  them,  that  they  might  not  aflume  a  judica- 
ture of  any  thing  which  had  not  been  firft  tranfmitted  as  good  and  ex- 
pedient by  the  deputy  and  council  •,  for  fo  Poyning's  Ad:  prefcribed, 
not  only  in  all  a6ls,  but  in  every  ordinance  of  parliament. 

"  Thus  far  I  went,  added  he,  to  prevent  their  gaining  of  judica- 
ture, wherein  I  did  believe  his  majefty  was  not  fo  fully  refolved  in  the 
convenience  and  fitnefs  thereof  by  any  effed  it  hath  produced,  fmce  it 
was  rcftored  to  the  houfe  of  parliament  in  England.  Yet  I  do  fee 
that  unlefs  fome  ftridl  courfe  be  held  againft  him  to  bring  him  to  judg- 
ment, they  will  be  much  difcontented ;  that  the  offence  will  bear  a 
deep  fine  to  his  majefty  •,  and  that  Sir  Vincent  Gookin,  a  very  rich 
man,  will  be  able  to  undergo  it.  Therefore,  to  ftill  them  from  farther 
prying  into  the  powers  and  ufage  of  parliaments,  I  do  humbly  advife 
that  there  may  be  diligence  ufed  on  that  fide  to  fend  down  a  ferjeant 
at  arms  to  apprehend  him  -,  and  that  he  may  under  fafe  cuftody  be 
brought  back  to  us  here,  where  the  attorney  will  have  an  information 
ready  to  put  in  againft  him  in  the  Caftle-chamber.  So  may  he  in  a 
fliort  time  come  to  fentence  ;  and  yet  by  this  means  the  queftion  in  a 
parliamentary-way  be  altogether  filenced,  with  fatisfadion  to  them,  and 
with  honour  and  benefit  to  his  majefty."     Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  I.  p. 
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own  liberties,  and  the  fatal  inftrument  of  deflroying  thofe  Ann.  163+. 
rights  they  were  conftitutcd  to  defend. 


The  deputy  thus  obtained  from  the  parliament  a 
fum  beyond  his  fondeft  expectations,  and  that  with- 
out any  conditions  ftipulatcd  for  the  juft  privileges 
and  honours  of  that  afTembly,  or  laws  pafled  for  the 
eafe  and  welfare  of  the  people.  The  graces,  on  which 
they  had  already  forgiven  a  debt  of  150,0001.  and 
contributed  160,000  1.;  the  graces,  on  the  hopes  of 
which  being  refolved  into  confirmed  laws  they  had 
moreover  parted  with  fix  fubfidies  j  were  almoft  all  en- 
tirely laid  afide  ^  and  the  King  rendered  abfolute  by 
the  uncertain  flate  of  their  conftitution,  and  the  inde- 
pendance  he  had  attained  by  their  indifcreet  bounty.  Of 
all  the  graces,  that  which  excluded  the  King's  title  after 
threefcore  years  poflefTion,  according  to  an  acl:  which  had 
paffed^in  the  Englifli  parliament  in  the  twenty-firfl:  of 
James's  reign,  was  the  mod  eagerly  defired  by  the  Irifli, 
and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  addrefs  of  the  Com-  strafFord-s 
mons  to  the  deputy  as  the  King's  cxprefs  promife.  This  ^^""''^°^-^- 
was  rejected  by  Wcntworth,  as  a  peculiar  difadvan- 
tage  to  his  farther  defigns  on  that  country.  Nothing 
pafled  in  the  fecond  feflion,  but  fome  laws  to  regulate 
the  police,  fome  relative  to  the  undertakers  in  the  feve- 

*  Among  this  number  was  that  which  excluded  the  acciifations  and 
teftimonies  of  perfons  notorioufly  infamous,  and  convided  of  capital 
offences,  for  convincing  evidence  to  condemn  any  fubjedt.  We  have 
already-  feen  how  this  power  was  exerted  to  the  deftrudion  of  the  fa- 
mily of  the  Byrnes ;  the  denying,  therefore,  the  pafling  the  defired  grace 
into  a  confirmed  law,  fhews  as  corrupt  and  inordinate  an  affedion  for 
unbounded  power,  as  can  be  inftanced  in  hiftory. 
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Ann.  16,4.  ral  plantations,  the  denization  of  the  Scots,  fome  fa- 
vourable to  the  church  *,  and  two  ftatutes  of  ufes  and 
wills,  which  encreafed  the  King's  power  and  profit  in 
one  of  the  mod  exceptionable  branches  of  his  preroga- 
live,  of  wardfliip  f.  The  infamous  treatment  this  par- 
liament met  with,  after  they  had  yielded  the  full  grant 
©f  what  was  demanded  of  them  from  the  crown,  and 
this  on  the  faith  of  minifterial  afTurances,  illuflrate  the 
propriety  and  utility  of  that  cautious  diffidence,  which, 
during  the  firft  period  of  this  reign,  marked  the  counfels 
of  the  Englifh  fenate ;  a  condutfl  which  has  been  attacked 
in  a  mod  wanton  and  unjuftifiable  manner  by  many 
writers  of  thofe  times. 


The  manner  that  fubfidies  had  been  raifed  in  Ireland 
was  after  the  ancient  cuftom  of  thefe  taxes  in  England : 
a  certain  fum  impofcd  upon  the  ploughed  lands.  This 
Wentworth,  by  an  exertion  of  power,  abolifhed  -,  and 
appointed  commiflioners  to  levy  the  fubfidies  out  of 
lands  and  goods.  The  frighted  Commons,  not  know- 
ing to  what  fum  their  grant,  by  this  manner  of  levying,, 
might  amount,  offered  to  raife  each  fubfidy  from  thirty 
to  forty  thoufand  pounds  a-piece,  exclufive  of  the  nobi-^ 

♦  One  of  thefe  was  to  enable  rcftitution  of  impropriations,  tythes, 
and  other  ecclcfiaftical  rights  to  the  clergy,  with  a  reftraint  of  alienat- 
ing  the  fame,  and  dired:ion  of  preiitntation  to  churches.  Carte's  Life  of 
Ormonde  vol.  I.  p.  72. 

t  Wentworth  writes  thus  of  them  :  »^  Howbeit  we  fet  a  fair  ftyle 

upon  thefe  laws,  as  beneficial  only  for  the  commonwealth,  yet  are  there 

of  them  concerning  fraudulent  conveyances  and  wills,  which,  I  dare 

confidendy  affirm,  will  be  worth  the  King  at  lead  four  thoufand  pounds 

a-year  in  his  court  of  wards  and  alienations  j  a  point  my  matters  of  the 

houfc  dream  not  of." 
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lity  and  clergy,  provided  they  might  have  liberty  to  raife  Ann.  1634. 
them  by  commiflioners  of  their  own  *.     With  this  large 

*  "  This  being  the  courfe,  wrote  Wentworth,  which  1  did  defire  to 
lead  them  to,  I  gave  them  encouragement  to  go  on  with  the  confide- 
ration  thereof,  fo  as  being  haftened  with  their  own  fears,  they  come  to 
that  at  the  firft  word  which  I  fhould  have  been  glad  might  have  been 
wrought  at  laft  with  all  our  labours.  I  told  them  I  would  advtnture 
to  accept  of  their  offer  for  the  firft  four  fubfidies,  but  for  the  laft  two, 
in  regard  there  was  to  be  but  one  of  them  paid  in  one  year,  I  would 
expedt  they  Ihould  make  them  up  forty-five  thoufand  pounds  a-piece, 
provided  they  Ihould  make  it  up  neat  money  for  the  v^hole  fix  fubfi- 
dies :  all  which  the  next  day  the  houfe,  with  all  imaginable  alacrity, 
affented  to,  leaving  them  the  whilft  the  beft  contented  that  is  pofTi- 
ble,  and  ourfelves  free  from  their  fcandal  and  out- cry.  We  have  like- 
wife  proceeded  to  the  taxing  the  nobility,  which  comes  to  fix  thoufand 
pounds  fterling ;  the  clergy  will,  I  truft,  be  about  three  thoufand 
pounds,  fo  as  by  this  time  you  fee  thefe  fix  fubfidies  will  be  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  good  in  his  majefty*s  Exchequer; 
and  the  fubfidy,  which  was  never  yet  afcertained  in  this  kingdom,  will 
now  fettle  at  fifty-four  thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  and  I  did  purpofely 
draw  them  up  for  the  two  laft  fubfidies  to  five  thoufand  pounds  more 
a-piece  than  the  reft,  that  I  might  fo  leave  them  precedents  to  the  crown 
for  future  times." 

The  houfe  being  divided  into  two  fadions  of  Proteftants  and  Pa* 
pifts,  was  the  apparent  caufe  that  enabled  Wentworth  to  carry  every 
point  for  the  crown  in  fo  triumphant  a  manner.  He  was  fo  con- 
fident to  render  this  parliament  fubfervient  to  all  the  defigns  of 
the  crown,  that  he  advifed  the  keeping  it  on  foot  by  a  prorof^a- 
tion,  to  give  a  fanftion  to  other  important  projeds.  "  It  can  do 
no  hurt,  faid  he,  confidering  it  can  exercife  no  power  during  the  pro- 
rogation, and  may  at  any  time  before  the  meeting  be  blown  over 
with  the  leaft  breath  from  his  majefty."  To  this  the  council  of  Eng- 
land anfwered,  that  the  King  held  his  refolution  not  to  have  it  pro- 
rogued, but  diflblved  at  Eafter ;  it  being  a  known  experiment  that 
parliaments  never  grow  better  by  fitting  long.  "  As  for  that  Hydra, 
wrote  Charles  in  a  previous  letter  to  Wentworth,  take  you  good  heed, 
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Abo.  1654.  wfy^;  the  ereateft  that  ever  was  known  to  be  raifed  in 

StraHord's  1  , 

Letters        hdand,  Went  worth  emancipated  the  crown  from  a  debt 

IT 

voui/p.^8^,'  of  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  *  ;  bought 
^'*^'  oiF  all  the  incumbrances  on  the  revenue,  which,  by  the 
commifllon  on  defc(5live  litles,  licenfmg  ale-houfes,  the 
fale  of  tobacco,  the  tranfportation  of  pipe-ftaves,  the 
making  the  crown  fole  merchant  of  the  commodities  of 
fah  f ,  and  the  increafe  of  the  money  arifmg  from  the 
court  of  wards,  made  an  improvement  of  forty  thou- 


for  you  know  that  here  I  have  found  it  as  well  cunning  as  malicious. 
It  is  true  tliat  your  grounds  are  well  laid,  and  I  afilire  you  that  1  have 
a  great  truft  in  your  care  and  judgment;  yet  my  opinion  is,  that  it 
will  not  be  the  worfe  for  my  Icrvice,  though  their  obftinacy  make  you 
to  break  them,  for  I  fear  they  have  fome  grounds  to  demand  more  than 
it  is  fit  for  me  to  give."     Strafford^s  Letters^  vol.  I.  p.  235. 

*  This  debt  was  paid  with  fcandalous  defalcations,  and  the  Com- 
mons were  again  rendered  the  dupes  to  take  off  the  odium  from 
the  crown.  *'  The  Commons-houfe,  wrote  Wentworth,  hath  in  their 
fub-committee  proceeded  to  confider  all  the  debts  of  the  crown,  toge^ 
ther  with  the  feveral  natures  and  conditions  thereof;  and  by  means 
of  fuch  intelligence  as  I  held  amongft  them,  concluded  fuch  an  advice 
in  each  particular  as  better  could  not  be  defired,  fo  as  I  trufl  we  fhall 
difcharge  thefe  debts  better  cheap  than  you  could  have  looked  for  on 
that  fide,  and  yet  not  only  draw  his  majefty,  but  ourfelves  too,  forth 
of  their  blame  or  hard  conceit,  by  (hewing  them  the  opinion  and 
pleafure  of  the  houfc,  leading  and  concluding  the  courfe  which  is  to 
be  held  in  the  difcharge  thereof.  So  here*s  an  end  of  this  matter,  and 
a  very  excellent  ufe  made  of  them  to  the  advantage  of  the  crown." 
Strafford's  Letters^  vol.  I.  p.  402. 

f  "  Salt,  writes  Wentworth,  is  of  fo  abfolute  necefllty,  as  it  cannot 
ftay  upon  his  majefty's  hand,  but  muft  be  had  whether  they  will  or  no 
and  may  at  all  times  be  raifed  in  price,  lb  far  forth  as  his  majcfty  fhali 
judge  to  Hand  with'  reafon  and  honour ;  witnefs  the  gabell  of  fait  in 
France."     Stinfford^s LeHers.yoi.l.  V-  \()V 
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fand  pounds  in  the  yearly  income  *.  This  bufinefs  com-  Ann.  i6h. 
pleted,  the  next  flep  taken  was  to  refume  the  iniquitous 
attempt  on  the  lands  in  Connaught,  Clare,  and  the  o;her 
provinces.  This  was  diredlly  contrary  to  the  promifc 
prefcribed  by  the  graces,  for  enrolling  former  furrenders, 
and  palling  new  patents  of  eftates,  on  the  faith  of  which 
the  crown  had  already  raifed  fo  large  a  fum  of  money. 
The  fame  projedl  had  been  entertained  by  the  miniflry 
in  the  reign  of  James ;  it  was  then  laid  afide  as  danger- 
ous :  but  the  crown  had  now  a  confiderable  army  on  foot, 
the  Exchequer  was  full,  and  the  deputy  a  man  deter- 
mined to  run  all  lengths  in  rendering  Ireland  a  fruit- 
ful fource  of  riches  to  his  mailer.  The  King's  title  was 
aflerted  from  the  conqueft  of  Henry  II.  and  the  juries  of 
Rofcommon,  Slego,  and  Mayo,  on  afTurances  that  were 
given  them  that  they  (hould  have  eafy  compofitions, 
found  the  right  of  the  crown  to  thofe  particular  coun^ 
ties,  as  well  as  to  the  province  in  general.  The  county 
of  Galloway,  fupported  by  the  earl  of  Clanrickard,  a 
man  of  great  property  and  power  in  thofe  parts,  refented 
the  indignant  ufage,  and  proved  refradlory.  The  furious 
deputy  took  fire  at  the  affront,  and  caufed  the  jury  to  be 
profecuted  for  a  combination  with  the  fheriff  to  defeat 
the  King  of  his  right :  They  were  tried  in  the  Caflle-  p'g^!  ''°^*  ^ 
chamber,  and  fined  four  thoufand  pounds  a-piece,  fen- 
tenced  to  imprifonment  till  the  fine  was  paid,  and  ta 
make  an  acknowledgment  on  their  knees  of  their  of- 
fence f. 


*  According  to  Wentworth,  the  crown  had  got  more  by  the  laws 
that  v/ere  enafted  this  parliament  than  die  fubfidies  could  be  valued  at. 
Strafford* s  Letters^  vol.11,  p.  18. 

-    t  The  county  of  Galloway  fending  agents  into  England  to  folicit 
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The  terrors  of  tliis  feverity  made  thofe  of  Clare  and 
Ormond  *  acknowledge  the  King's  claim,  and  depend 
on  his  mercy  for  the  renewal  of  their  patents,  which 
increafed  ihe  revenue  twenty  thoufand  pounds  a-year. 
Moreover,  the  city  of  London  was  fued  for  non-perfor- 
mance of  articles  in  the  plantation  of  Londonderry  and 
Colerain,  fmed  in  the  Star-chamber  feventy  thoufand 
pounds,  and  the  lands  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  ;  this  was 
again  an  addition  of  eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year.  The 
crown  rendered  thus  wealthy  by  the  treachery  and  ty- 
ranny  of  the  deputy,  his  next  flep  was  to  exert  that  vi- 
gor the  government  had  acquired,  in  over-turning  the 
conftiiution  of  the  church,  ellablifliing  the  mode  of  his 
faith,  and  exalting  hierarchical  power  to  the  fame  pitch 
it  had  attained  in  England.  By  the  fole  authority  of  the 
deputy,  the  High-commillion  court  was  eredted  immedi- 
ately after  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament.  The  zeal  he 
had  exprefled  for  the  church  was  the  loadflone  with  which 
he  had  drawn  the  attention  and  confidence  of  his  mailer : 
his  fuccefs  in  it  was  the  cement  with  which  he  hoped  to 
.fix  his  affecTiion.  From  the  firft  of  his  apoftacy,  he  had 
knit  himfelf  in  a  clofe  confederacy  with  Laud,  as  the 
man  from  whofe  abfolute  fway  over  the  King  he  had 
moll  to  dread,  and  from  whofe  unbounded  intereft  he 
Strafford's  had  evcry  thing  to  hope.  Thus  whilft  he  flattered  Charles 
^yilW'lsu'  with  the  profpedt  of  an  uncontrouled,  unlimited  autho- 
rity, he  canted  with  Laud  in  his  own  flyle ;  That  facri- 
legious   hands  had  carried  away  the  patrimony  of  the 

their  affairs,  they  were,  on  their  return  to  Ireland,  iniprifoned  by  the 
deputy  for  leaving  the  country  without  permiflion. 

*  The  lord  Ormond  was  very  officious  and  inftrumental  to  the  de- 
puty's fuccefs  in  this  bufinefs. 
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church,  and  left  God's  portion  naked  to  poflerity ;  that  Ann.  1634^ 
it  could  not  be  recovered  unlefs  as  violent  and  extraor- 
dinary means  were  ufed  for  the  raifing  it  again  as  there 
had  been  for  the  pulling  it  down.  This  was  the  kind 
of  language  he  continually  ufed  in  his  correfpondence 
w  th  this  prelate;  at  the  fame  time  conveying  through 
him  intelligence  to  the  King,  and  thofe  kind  of  infinu- 
ations  which  moulded  him  to  all  the  purpofes  of  his 
private  views.  Went  worth,  not  only  in  pafling  the  new 
patents,  took  particular  care  of  the  church,  but  in  the 
moil  oppreflive  manner  obliged  proprietors,  by  arbitrary 
decifions  in  the  Caftle-chamber,  to  relinquifh  the  advan-  lJT^T''^  r 
tages  they  had  gained  by  former  leafes,  after  the  affair  p- 380. 25  »► 
had  been  otherwife  determined  by  a  trial  at  common 
law ;  and  this  by  the  fmgle  virtue  of  a  letter  of  dire(n:ion 
from  the  King  to  proceed  in  all  queftions  concerning  the 
patrimony  of  the  church,  and  that  fuch  caufes  fhould  be 
determined  by  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  deputy, 
and  not  elfe where*.  «^  ♦    ^ *  «''. 


*  The  earl  of  Cork,  a  very  opulent  and  powerful  nobleman,  was. 
proceeded  againft  in  this  manner  in  the  Caftle-chamber :  he  was  not 
only  compelled  to  relinquifh  upwards  of  two  thoufand  a-year  to  the 
church,  but  underwent  a  fevere  fine,  and  was  commanded  to  pull 
down  a  very  fine  monument  which  he  had  built  at  a  great  expence  in 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Patrick  at  Dublin,  becaufe  Laud  took  offence  that 
it  was  too  near,  and  elevated  above,  the  high  altar. 

On  this  fubjedb  of  determining  caufes  Went  worth  writes  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  "  I  find  thac  my  lord  Faulkland  was  reftrained  by 
proclamation  not  to  meddle  in  any  caufes  betwixt  party  and  party, 
which  certainly  did  lefTcn  his  power  extremely.  I  know  very  well  the 
common  lawyers  will  be  paffionately  againft  it,  who  are  wont  to  put 
fuch  a  prejudice  upon  all  other  profeflions  as  if  none  were  to  be  trufled; 
or  capable  to  adminifter  jufticc  but  themfelvcs:  yet  how  well  this  fuits. 
with  monarchy,   when  they  monopolize  all  to  be  governed  by  theic 

year^ 
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Ann.  1634.  The  opulency  of  the  clergy  being  thus  provided  for, 
the  next  point  was  to  bring  the  church  of  Ireland  to  a 
pcrfed:  conformity  in  her  doctrine  and  difcipline  to  that 
which  was  eftabliilied  in  England.     A  convocation  being 

Cartels  Life    called  to  manage  this  bufinefs,  fcvcral  members  made 

or  Ormond,  •    1       i_  •        • 

vol.  I,  p.  77,  material  objedtions  to  the  body  of  canons  they  were  rc- 
^*^*  quired  to  fubfcribe.     The  lower  houfe  appointed  a  feled 

committee  to  confidcr  the  matter.     Wentworth  under- 
ftanding  that  the  judgment  of  this  ecclefiaaical  ailembly 
was  not  likely  to  be  favourable  to  the  dcfign  in  hand, 
-'  fent  for  the  committee,   and  after  reprimanding  them 
■  in  an  infolent  manner  for  their  prefumption  in  attempt- 
ing to  determine  articles  of  faith   without  the  privity 
and  confent  of  ftate  or  bifliop,  he  enjoined   dean  An- 
drews, chairman  of  the  committee,  not  to  report  any  of 
their  tranra(flions  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  which  was 
then  fitting  j   and  commanded  dean  Lefly,  their  prolo- 
cutor, that  if  any  of  them  propounded  fuch  a  queftion 
not  to  put  it  to  the  vote,  but  break  up  the  fitting.      On 
'  this  tyrannical  proceeding,  it  was  moved  to  petition  for 

year-books,  you  in  England  have  a  coftly  experience :  and  I  am  fure 
his  majefty*s  abfolutc  power  is  not  weaker  in  this  kingdom,  where  hi- 
therto the  deputy  and  council-board  have  had  a  ftroke  with  them."  "  I 
know  no  rcafon,  writes  Wentworth  to  Laud,  but  you  may  as  well  rule 
the  common  lawyers  in  England  as  I,  poor  beagle,  do  here  -,  and  yet 
that  I  do  and  will  do,  in  all  that  concerns  my  mailer's  fervice,  upon 
the  peril  of  my  head.  I  am  confident  that  the  King,  being  pleafed  to 
fet  himfelf  in  this  bufinefs,  is  able,  by  his  wifdom  and  minifters,  to 
carry  any  juft  and  honourable  adion  through  all  imaginary  oppofition, 
-for  real  there  can  be  none ;  that  to  ftart  afide  for  fuch  panic  fears, 
phantaftic  oppofitions,  as  a  Prynne  or  an  Elliot  (hall  let  up,  were  the 
mcaneft  of  folly  in  the  whole  world."  Prynne*s  Trial  of  Laud.  Straff 
iw£s  Letter 5y  vol,L  p.  201,  173. 

3  .'^'frce 


a  ftee  fynod ;  but  fuch  was  the  terror  that  the  deputy*s  Ana.  1634, 
violence  and  feverity  occafioned,  that  no  one  member 
would  take  upon  him  to  draw  it  up  or  prefent  it.  Went- 
worth not  approving  of  the  canons  which  the  comply- 
ing primate  Ufher  by  his  command  had  undertaken  to 
frame,  drew  them  up  himfelf,  more  exadtly  after  thofe 
of  England,  obliged  the  primate  to  get  it  voted  accord- 
ing to  this  form  in  the  upper  houfe:  and  by  the  force 
of  his  authority,  and  the  pufillanimity  of  the  members 
of  the  lower  houfe,  it  was  carried  there,  one  individual 
only  difTenting.  Notwithflanding  fo  outrageous  an  in- 
fult  on  Law  and  Liberty,  fuch  was  the  confidence  of  this 
madman,  that  he  wrapped  himfelf  up  in  the  opinion  of 
an  entire  fecurity,  on  the  bare  flielter  of  a  letter  from  the 
King  approving  thefe  exploits. 

Thus  aflfured,  his  condu(5l  during  the  courfe  of  his  go- 
vernment was  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  exertions  of  de- 
fpotifm  ;  and  his  whole  behaviour  favoured  of  the  highefl 
drain  of  frantic  infolence.  He  reprimanded  the  earl  of 
Kildare,  the  firft  peer  of  Ireland,  for  oppofing  his  pro- 
pofitions  to  the  parliament ;  and  afterwards  obliged  him, 
without  any  legal  proceeding,  to  fubmit  his  title  to  an 
eftate  to  his  decifion,  and  imprifoned  him  a  whole  year 
on  this  bufinefs.  The  lord  Mountnorris,  a  nobleman 
who  had  long  held  employments  under  the  government, 
an  officer  in  the  army,  and  now  vice-treafurer,  be- 
ing difgufted  with  the  deputy's  behaviour,  fpoke  fomc- 
thing  flightingly  of  him  at  the  chancellor's  table  *  :  He 
was  for  thofe  words  hurried  before  a  court-martial,  with- 

*  The  charge  againft  Mountnorris  was  this :  On  being  told  that  a 

kinfman  of  his  had  by  accident  hurt  the  deputy's  foot,  he  having  the 

VouII.  Cc  '  gout, 
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Ann.  1634.  out  knowing  his  crime,  tried  for  mutiny  againft  his  ge- 
neral, and  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours  condemned  to  die. 
The  King  gave  him  his  life,  but  he  was  difmiffed  from 
the  army,  obliged  to  make  fubmiflion  to  the  deputy,  and 
acknowledge  the  juftice  of  the  fentence  ;  he  was  impri- 
foned  for  three  years.  Nor  were  thefe  all  the  feverities 
he  met  with  from  Wentworth,  who  in  an  illegal  manner 
put  him  out  of  the  poffeflion  of  an  eftaie  he  had  en- 
joyed for  feveral  years. 

Carte's  Life        ^iR  Picrs  Crofby  had  voluntarily  ferved,  with  great  re- 

voi^/^^^fe   pu^^^io^i  in  ^J^e  expedition  to  the  ifle  of  Rhe ;  to  him 

Rufhworth,    was  attributed  the  principal  means  of  faving  the  Eng- 

strafFord's*  '  Hfli  forccs  iu  their  retreat.     He  had  for   thefe   reafons 

J^urp.23o,  ^^^n  made  colonel  of  one  of  the  (landing  regiments  in 

*52»  307-     Ireland,  and  counfellor  of  flate.     This  gentleman  refent- 

ing  the  high  manner  in  which  things  were  carried  in 

parliament,  exerted  himfelf  vigoroufly  againft  the   mea^ 

ill  res  of  the  crown.     Wentworth  fequeftered  him  from 

the  council-board  ;  and  a  paper  foon  after  coming-  out, 


gout,  the  lord  Mountnorris  faid,  Perhaps  it  was  done  in  revenge  of 
that  public  affront  my  lord  deputy  did  him  formerly  j  but  I  have  a 
brotlier  that  would  not  have  taken  fuch  a  revenge.  The  words  fpoken 
by  this  nobleman,  according  to  Clarendon's  relation,  were  as  follows  : 
Wentworth  had  given  Mountnorris*s  kinfman  a  blow  for  having  acci- 
dentally hurt  his  foot ;  which  being  fpoken  before  Mountnorris  at  the 
chancellor's,  he  obfcrved,  that  the  gentleman  had  a  brother  who  would 
not  have  taken  fuch  an  aHPi-ont.  Nalfon^  vol.  II.  p.  59.  Strafford*s  Let- 
UrSy  vol.  I.  p.  499,  Ci?/^.     Clarendon*!  Hifi.  vol.  I.  p.  174. 

Of  the  witncffes  againft  Mountnorris  was  the  lord  Moor,  who 
being  of  the  court-martial,  was  at  the  fame  time  evidence  and  judge. 
The  King  deprived  Mountnorris  of  all  his  offices,  and  bellowed  the 
vice-trcafurerlhip  upon  Sir  Adam  Loftus,  a  creature  of  Wcntworth*s, 


and  one  who  had  been  an  evidence  againft  Mountnorris. 


which 
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which  refleded  on  the  condud  of  the  deputy,  Sir  Piers  Anr.  1634. 

was  by  his  order  arrefted  by  the  captain  of  his   guard, 

and  committed  to  prifon,  whilft  Sir  Philip  Manwaring, 

the   fecretary  of  ftate,  broke   into  his  ftudy,  rifled  his 

papers  in  hopes  of  finding  a  copy   of  the  libel.      Sir 

Piers  was  afterward,  by  the   King's  diredion,  removed 

from  the  council-board  * ;  and,  on  another  fufpicion  of 

the  fame  kind,  he  and  the  lord  Mountnorris,  with  the 

lord  Efmond  and  others,  were  profecuted  by  the  deputy 

in  the  Star-chamber  in  England  f.     The  earl  of  Holland 

being  neceflitated,  to  his  great  regret,  to  give  a  tcftimony 

on  oath  on  the  converfation  that  had  pafled  between  him 

and  Crofby  on  Wentworth's  particular,  a  great  fine  and 

damages,  according   to  the    cuftom  of   this  court,  was 

given  againft  hmi :  He  would  have  abfconded,  but  the 

implacable  deputy  urged  the  King  to  iflue  out  a  warrant 

to  apprehend  him,  and  keep  him  in  cuftody  till  he  had  Runiworth,' 

anfwered  the  information  lodged  againft  him  in  the  Star-      '  '^'' 

chamber.  :      .    - 

*  The  earl  of  Ormond,  who  had  feconded  with  great  zeal  every  mo- 
tion from  the  court,  was  made  a  counfellor  in  his  room. 

•f-  The  fubjed  of  the  profecution  was,  that  the  defendants  had  i'pread 
a  report  that  one  Efmond  died  of  fome  blows  he  received  from  the 
lord-deputy.  In  Laud's  I'peech  in  the  Star-chamber  on  this  occafion, 
he  faid,  "  That  as  kings  were  lively  pldures  of  God  drawn  (liort,  fo 
deputies  were  reprefentations  of  kings.  I'he  ftate  could  not  be  fafe 
unlefs  every  one  of  its  officers  were  upheld  in  their  authority ;  and 
thofe  who  reported  any  circumft:ance  againft  them  ought  to  be  puniftied^ 
whether  the  report  was  true  or  falfe."  Finch,  the  keeper,  laid  Ibme- 
thing  to  the  fame  purpofe.  This  doifbrine,  that  a  libel  is  not  lefs  penal 
for  being  true,  firft  broached  in  the  Star  chamber,  has  fince  been  intro- 
duced in  the  KingVBench.  , 

The  fentences  of  Cottington,  Finch,  and  Laud,  were  (cvcre  againft 
all  the  defendants.  The  lord  Mountnorris  efcaped,  becaufe  nothing 
could  be  proved  againft  him.     Ruflnvo'th^  vol.  III.  p.  891,  ^  feq^. 

C  c  2  Adam 
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Adam  vifcount  Loftus  of  Ely,  a  peer  of  Ireland,  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  was  imprifoned  by  Went- 
vvorth,  and  obliged  to  deliver  up  the  great  feal,  for  not 
fubmitting  to  an  arbitrary  decree  of  the  deputy  and 
council,  on  a  petition  of  the  chancellor's  father-in-law, 
Larrey,  vol.  Sir  John  GilFord  *.  This  acH:  of  power  was  even  contrary 
^''  '"  to  his  inftructions ;  for  in  them  it  was  regulated,  that 
the  chancellor  might  appeal  from  the  deputy  and  coun- 
cil to  the  King  :  But  in  all  thefe  undue  exertions,  Went- 
worth  was  Ih'ongly  abetted  by  the  King,  whofe  whole 
condud  in  regard  to  Ireland  was  directed  by  wires  ma- 
naged by  the  deputy,  and  drawn  through  the  channel  of 
Laud. 


The  Dutch  were  at  this  time  making  great  advances 
in  commerce,  and  a  kind  of  rivalfliip  fubfifled  between 
them  and  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  in  the  article  of 
trade  j  neverthelefs,  thefe  republicans  were  ftrongly  fa- 
voured by  the  anti-courtiers  in  England,  and  thofe  whofe 
bias  was  at  all  on  the  fide  of  Liberty.  On  the  contrary, 
the  high  monarchical  and  minifterial  facflion  were  as 
much  attached  to  Spain  -f.     Charles  flill  fondly  inclined 

♦  This  petition  was  in  favour  of  the  chancellor's  wife,  on  a  differ- 
ence between  her  and  her  hufband,  concerning  the  poflcfllon  of  an  ef- 
tate.  Wentworth  was  accufed  of  a  love-intrigue  with  this  lady,  for 
whom  he  exerted  himfelf  with  fuch  violence.  On  her  death,  feveral 
amorous  letters  were  found  in  her  cabinet  from  him.  Amongft  other 
things  which  he  alkdged  as  heinous  crimes  againft  the  chancellor,  was 
the  giving  a  negative  voice  on  the  voluntary  contributions  for  the  army. 
JRuJkwortb^  vol.  II.  p.  725. 

t  The  Spanifh  pirates  taken  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  were  treated  by 
Wentworth  with  great  lenity  and  indulgence.     Strafford's  Letters, 
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to  that  admired  feat  of  regal  fublimity,  and  was  fhocked  Ann.  1634. 
with  the  independent  fpirit  of  the  haughty  Dutch ;  who, 
notwithftanding^all  prohibitions  to  the  contrary,  dill  per- 
fifted  to  fifli  upon  the  Britifli  coail,  and  at  length  aflertcd 
a  right  founded  upon  immemorial  poilcflion.  This  pro- 
duced a  literary  controverfy  between  the  famous  Hol- 
lander, Hugo  Grotius,  and  the  Englifli  Selden,  two  men 
eminent  for  their  learning,  for  their  oppofition  to  the 
encroachments  of  power,  and  their  fufFerings  from  the 
tyrannical  government  of  their  rcfpeclive  countries.  The 
book  written  by  Grotius  was  entitled  Mare  Liherum ;  and 
the  anfwer  to  it  by  Selden,  whidi  a  (lens  the  exclufive 
right  the  Kings  of  England  had  to  the  dominion  of 
the  feas.  Mare  Claufum,  Charles  readily  embraced  a 
plaufible  pretext  to  quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  put  the  finifhing  flroke  to  that  new  mo- 
del of  government,  which  he,  with  his  two  minifters 
Wentworth  and  Laud,  had  in  a  manner  eflablifhed  in 
Great  Britain.  This  was  no  other  than  to  graft  on  the 
fubverted  conilitution  a  right  to  levy  money  on  the  peo- 
ple, and  thus  entirely  exclude  parliaments.  Without 
fuch  a  prerogative,  the  only  pillar  to  fupport  defpotifm, 
he  held  a  very  precarious  tenure  in  the  tyranny  he  had 
ufurped.  The  immenfe  fums  otherwife  extorted  from 
his  people  were  but  barely  fufficient  to  maintain  the 
more  than  Eaftern  fplendor  of  his  court,  andMefray  the 
neceflary  expcnce  of  his  government.  Should  any  oc- 
cafion  then  prefent  itfelf  that  required  an  extraordinary 
fupply,  he  muft  perchance  be  enforced  to  demand  it  in 
a  legal  manner  of  his  people,  by  the  old  method  in 
parliament.  This  objedl  of  terror,  like  the  fword  of  the 
tyrant  Dionyfius,  hung  fufpended   over   his   head,  and 

'  thofe 
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Am.  1634.    thofe  of  his  miniflers,  ready  to  crufh  his  aflfumed  def- 
.potifm,  and  execute  jullice  on  thofe  parricides. 


On  this  occafion,  Noy,  who  ever  fince  he  had  been  veiled 
with  office  had  ufed  his  drudging  talents  to  fet  a  legal 
colour  on  every  minifterial  project,  was  referred  to.      Noy 


Projeft  of 


m 


Slip-money,  ^cli  again  on  the  expedient  of  fliip-money,  grounding  his 
opinion  on  obfolcte  ufages  and  cuftoms,  for  furnifliing 
a  certain  nunnber  of  (hips  for  defence  of  the  feas,  a  bu- 
finefs  for  which,  fince  the  more  frequent  ufe  of  parlia- 
ments, thofe  aflemblies  had  ever  allotted  tonnage  and 
poundage,  a  tax  never  yet  given  on  other  pretexts.  On 
ihefc  authorities,  produced  by  Noy,  writs  were  ifRicd  our, 
ictting  forth  that  the  feas  were  inveflcd  with  pirates,  and 
commanding  the  city  of  London,  on  their  allegiance, 
and  under  the  forfeiture  of  all  they  could  forfeit,  to  fit 
out  feven  fhipft  of  war :  Power  was  given  by  the  faid 
writs  to  aflefs  all  men  in  the  city,  and  to  imprifon  thofe 
who  fliould  be  rebellious  and  contrary  in  the  prcmifes, 
there  to  remain  until  farther  orders  fliould  be  given  for 
their  delivery.  Such  writs  were  likewife  dircded  to  all 
the  counties  of  England  *.     With  thefc  writs  went  in- 

•  Previous  to  the  iflliing  of  tliefe  writs,  two  proclamations  had  been 
publiflicd :  One  of  them  forbade  any  fca-faring  men,  fubjeds  to  the 
crown  of  England,  to  enter  into  the  fcrvicc  of  any  prince  or  foreign 
ftate,  or  to  be  employed  out  of  the  realm,  without  h\%  majefty*s  li- 
cence, or  the  licence  of  the  admiral  of  England  ;  and  if  any  be  in  foc'i 
fcrvice,  that  they  return,  under  a  great  penalty.  The  other  had  in  it 
much  of  the  chara(fler  of  the  iitewart  family  ;  It  prohibited  the  fub- 
jeds  of  any  of  the  King's  nations  and  kingdoms  to  prclbme  to  carry 
the  union-flag  in  the  main-top,  or  other  parts  of  their  fhips  ♦,  but  that 
the  fame  union-flag  be  ftill  rcferved  as  an  ornament  proper  for  the 
King*s  own  (hips,  and  (hips  in  his  immediate  fervice  and  pay,  and  no 
pthcfs.     Aad  hi%  mi-c^y's  farther  will  led  pkjfttic  is»  thit  a11  oi><t 


fttudions  from  the  council  to  the  flieriffis  of  the  feveral  Ann.  1634. 
maritime  counties  for  afleffing  and  levying  of  fhip  mo- 
ney: Thofe  who  ref ufed  payment  of  their  portion  were 
to  be  diftrefled,  and  their  goods  fold  for  the  payment, 
without  any  refpedl  of  perfons,  except  clergymen,  who 
were  to  be  treated  with  the  deference  due  to  their  per- 
fons and  callings.  If  the  conftables,  bailiffs,  and  other 
officers  negle(5ted  to  do  their  duty,  they  were  to  be  bound 
over  to  anfwer  their  fault  at  the  board ;  and  the  ffierifFs 
were  to  appoint  fuch  inflruments  as  they  fhould  choofe 
to  fee  the  bufmefs  effisdled.  Moreover,  all  fuch  fums  as 
fliould  be  left  unlevicd  l>y  the  (licrilf,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were  to  be  levied  upon  him  by  his  fucccflbr. 

The  city  of. London,  on  receiving  their  writ,  fct.fonli, 
that  by  grants  and  a<fl.n  of  parliament  they  were  cxempjt 
from  fuch  a  charge  ;  and  petitioned  that  they  might  en- 
joy their  privileges.     On  tlic  mayor  of  London's  rctciv-  stwi&id'* 
ing  a  reprimand,  with  the  city- council,  who  were  ad- vohrfLjsf. 
moniflicd  to  take  heed   how  they   advifed   tlie  city  in   a^^^'^^* 
cafe  fo  clear  for  the  King,  wherein  hi.',  majcfty  had  firft 
confuhcd  with  his  learned  counicl  and  his  council  of 
flatc,  they  yielded,  tho'  with  great  murmuring^.     Seve- 
ral individuals   would  not  pay  till  after  imprifonracnr, 
tliat  it  might  ftand  upon  record  they  were  forced  to  ir. . 
Some  oppofiiion   likewife  arofc  in  the  counties  of  Dc- 
vonrtiire  and  Suilex ;  but  on  the  flicrilTs    beginning  to  • 
di:lrain,  and  on  the  dcputy-lieatenancs,  ^nd  other  gen— 

fiiip*  of  hi$  fwbjcas  of  Engljkod,  or  South-BriciJn,  bearing  ftjp^  fKiH 
from  hc/Kcfarch  cirr>-  the  red  cfo6,  comniocJy  c»Iled  Sc.  Gcorgt'i 
Croff,  ana  that  all  ihc  lliips  cf  tV  Kwg's  ftil^c^t  0^  ijcochnd  f^iU 
from  bcnce^rtii  carry  tbc  white  croft,  con^nonly  called  Sc.  Aodccir*« 
Cro6»    Kjmt'j  V^iJUr^  v«l  XIX.  ^  ^i,^, 
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Ann.  1634.  tlemen,  who  had  figned  a  petition,  being  fent  for  up  ta 
appear  before  the  council,  and  receiving  a  fevere  repri- 
mand,  they  fubmitted,  and  paid  their  money. 


DeaAof  NoY    the   attomcy-general,    who  countenanced    this 

^°'*  meafure,    died  before   any    progrefs    was    made  in  it. 

Hischaraacr.  Hc  had  rcccived  no  other  favour  from  the  crown  but 
the  laborious  office  of  attorney-general — a  narrow  re- 
compence  for  the  facrifice  of  virtue,  honour,  and  a 
good  name.  From  being  a  great  patriot,  and  an  oracle 
for  precedents  favourable  to  the  powers  of  parliament, 
he  became  fo  fafcinated  to  the  defigns  of  the  monarch, 
through  tlie  fedudlion  of  court-folicitation,  that  he  was 
the  moft  keen  of  all  the  miniflerial  gang  in  every  ille- 
gal meafure  that  the  times  produced,  in  all  oppreffive 
profecutions,  the  peculiar  bufmefs  of  his  office  :  Equal 
to  a  place  of  this  fort,  he  filled  it  with  the  highefl  de- 
gree of  infamy.  As  his  demerits  were  great,  fo  was  he 
completely  hated  by  the  public:  After  languifhing  out  a 
long  illnefs,  he  died  without  being  regretted  by  his  own 
party,  on  account  of  his  bodily  infirmities,  which  pre- 
vented his  being  fo  acflivc  an  agent  as  the  bufinefs  in 
hand  required  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  he  lay  under 
the  infernal  odium  of  being  the  propounder  of  lliip-mo- 
ney  *.  Sir  John  Banks  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  at- 
torney-general in  his  {lead.     Sir  Robert  Heath,  the  chief- 

•  Laud,  to  whom  he  had  devoted  himfelf,  obferves  thus  of  his 
death  :  "  I  have  loft  a  dear  friend,  and  the  church  the  greateft  flie 
had  of  his  condition,  fince  (he  needed  any  fuch.'*  The  public,  on  this 
cataftrophe,  fported  the  following  witticifms:  That  his  body  being 
opened,  there  was  found  in  his  head  a  bundle  of  proclamations,  in  his 
maw  moth-eaten  records,  and  in  his  belly  a  barrel  of  fcap.  Laud's 
$ije  hy  Pryune,  p.  19.     RuJIrocrthy  vol.  II.  p.  213. 
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juftice  of  the  Common-Pleas,  whofe  merits  on  the  fide  Ann.  ic^^. 
of  government  have  been  recorded,  was  now  found  not 
to  have  quite  villainy  or  hardinefs  enough  for  the  prefent 
defigns :  he  was  removed,  and  Sir  John  Finch,  the  queen's 
attorney,  appointed  in  his  place.  It  was  refolved  that 
fliip-money  fhould  be  extended  to  the  inland  as  well  as 
the  maritime  counties,  and  made  a  general  tax  all  over 
England  *. 


The  very  errors  of  the  government  were  at  this  time 
a  favourable  circumftance  for  furprizing  the  people  into 
a  kind   of    acquiefcence   to    this    exoibitant    Hretch    of 
power.     Shipping  had  been  wholly  negledled ;  the  naval 
force  of  England  was  on  fo  contemptible  a  footing,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  country  was  left  unproiedled.     The 
Dutch  not  only  continued  to  fi(h  on  the  Britifli  coaft 
but  infulted  its  fubje^s.     The  Algerines  paid  yearly  vifits' 
to  the  feveral  iflands  in  its  empire,  and  committed  great 
depredations,  carrying  the  natives  prifoners  to  France,  and 
from  thence  Ihipping  them  off  to  Algiers.     This  made 
the  merchants  and  people  in  general,  whofe  commercial 
intereft  was  flrongly  affedled,  more  patient  in  the  prefent 
circumflances.     This  patience  threw  the  court  and  mini- 
ftry  into  a  perfect:  fecurity.   Giarles  and  his  queen  made  a 
magnificent  progrefs  beyond  the  Trent,  where  they  were 
received  by  the  vulgar  with  a  joy  and  cxpence  as  if  no 
caufe  of  diffatisfac^ion  had  been  given  f . 

♦  According  to  the  rates  on  the  new  plan,  this  tax  was  to  bring  in 
near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

t  On  this  occafion  the  marquis  of  Newcaftle  expended  fix  thoufand 

pounds  in  an  entertainment  given  to  the  King  and  queen  at  his  own 

^<^^-"-  Dd  houfe; 
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Ann.  1634.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  nation  fuftained  the  lofs 
Ed^Vok^i'  of  that  diftinguiffied  patriot  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  died 
in  the  eighty-fixih  year  of  his  age,  at  his  manfion-feat 
in  Buckinghamlhire,  where  he  had  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  from  the  year  1628-9,  ^^  •*-  ^^i^^  retirement, 
Hischaraaer.  univerfally  beloved  and  refpedled.  From  a  juft  fenfe  of 
the  fervices  this  great  man  rendered  his  country  in  the  lat- 
ter and  more  experienced  period  of  his  life,  it  were  to  be 
wifhed  that  all  his  failings  had  been  buried  in  a  total  ob- 
livion ;  but  a  (Iridl  regard  to  truth,  that  cathoHc  virtue  in 


houfe-,  an  entertainment  almoft  equally  expenfive  by  this  nobleman, 
on  the  King's  journey  to  Scotland,  has  been  already  mentioned.  This 
voluntary  tax  to  the  pleafures  of  his  Ibvereign  had  not  its  motive  from 
the  exuberance  of  fortune  which  he  poflclTed,  but  from  his  peculiar 
vanity,  or  fome  little  perfonal  civility  he  had  received  from  the  court. 
He  wrote  to  Wentworth  on  the  following  particulars  :  "  That  children 
came  on  apace ;  that  his  weight  of  debt  lay  upon  him  j  that  Welbeck 
that  fummer  had  not  recovered  him  of  the  prodigal  difeafe  ;  concern- 
ing Wentworth's  trying  his  friends  in  his  behalf."  To  this  letter  Went- 
worth returned  the  following  advice  and  inftrudlion :  "  That  on  the 
King's  journey  from  Welbeck,  Newcaftle  (hould  gently  renew  a  mo- 
tion that  had  been  made  in  his  favour  i  that  if  the  King  declmed  grant- 
ing it,  he  Ibould  teltify  that  he  was  ready  chearfuUy  to  acquiefce  in  his 
majefty's  good  pleafure;  that  he  Ihould  farther  befeech  the  King  to 
reckon  of  him  as  a  fcrvant  that  would  lay  down  his  life  for  him,  v/hen- 
cver  he  Ihould  plcafe  to  require  it ;  that  he  did  not  covet  the  favour 
for  any  private  bettering  of  his  fortune,  but  merely  that  he  might  have 
the  happinefs  to  fpend  his  life  near  that  perfon  whom  he  did  not  only 
reverence  as  his  fovereign,  but  infinitely  love  and  admire  for  his  piety 
and  wifdom."  This  anecdote,  though  a  trifling  one,  illuftrates  the 
humours  of  the  nobility,  the  extreme  paflion  they  had  for  a  domrftic 
attendance  on  the  perfons  of  the  King  and  queen :  it  farther  fiicws  the 
tranfcendant  folly  and  vanity  of  Newcaftle,  in  the  fpending  upwards  of 
te.i  thoufand  pounds  with  a  view  only  to  get  a  place  at  court.  He  was 
fome  time  after  this  gratified  in  his  defire,  by  being  appointed  tutor  to 
the  prince.     Striffcrd's  Letiers,  vol.1,  p.  101,  274. 
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an  hiftorian,  renders  it  neceflary  to  enter  into  fome  pans  Ann.  163^. 
of  his  conduct,  the  defed;  of  which  is  fo  glaring  that 
nothing  but  a  long  fucceffion  of  patriotic  exertions  could 
have  refcucd  his  memory  from  that  pit  of  infamy  to 
which  the  bafe  timefcrvers  of  thofe  ages  have  fo  de- 
fervedly  been  condemned.  Very  early  in  life  he  was  ef- 
pecially  noticed  by  Burleigh  for  the  admirable  talents  he 
difplayed  at  the  bar,  and  was  frequently  confulted  in  the  ^ 
Queen's  affairs.  Burleigh  found  fo  much  folid  judgment 
in  him,  that  he  promoted  him  before  his  own  kinfman 
Bacon,  whofe  law-learning  he  accounted  fomewhat  fu- 
perficial  * :  Coke  was  made  Queen  s  folicitor,  and  then 
her  attorney.  In  thefe  capacities  he  was  confulted  by 
the  miniflers  in  all  points  of  difficulty  ;  and  he  too  of- 
ten gave  a  legal  colouring  to  the  mod  tyrannical  of  their 
pra6tices.  But  the  very  exceptionable  parts  of  his  con- 
dudl  were  the  profecutions  of  Eflex  and  Raleigh,  who 
were  to  be  wrangled  out  of  their  lives  to  fatisfy  the  in- 
famous ends  and  caprices  of  a  court.  In  thefe  bufineffes 
he  (luck  not  to  take  the  moft  unjuft  and  illegal  methods 
to  compafs  the  condemnation  of  the  two  fufferers.  But 
from  the  time  that  he  attained  a  more  exalted  ftation  in 
the  law,  after  he  was  made  chief-juftice  of  the  Com- 
mon-Pleas, in  the  yeat  1^06,  he  began  to  fliew  himfelf 
no  friend  to  a  boundlefs  prerogative,  objedling  in  the 
points  of  proclamations,  prohibitions,  and  other  fuch 
matters.  His  noble  and  dignified  behaviour  on  king 
James's  calling  him  to  account  for  his  afferting  the 
rights  of  the  courts  of  common  law,  and  arguing  the 

♦   This  was  the  ground  of  that  hatred  which  Bacon  ever  bore  to 
Coke. 

D  d  2  point 
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point  of  comraendams,  have  been  already  mentioned. 
Wliea  he  began  to  find,  in  the  experience  of  the  unjuft 
ufagc  he  had  received,  the  venom  that  lay  in  preroga- 
tive ;  when  he  began  to  confider  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Stewart  family ;  that  the  confequence  of  fuch  claims,  if 
allowed  and  eftabliflied  in  the  conftitution,  would  render 
the  line  of  law  of  no  effecfl ;  that  the  very  forms  of  it 
would  be  fubverted  to  the  ends  and  purpofes  of  regal 
tyranny  j  he  from  this  time  exerted  in  the  Commons- 
houfe  *  an  unconquerable  zeal  for  correding  abufes,  for 
eflablifliing  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  confining  the 
prerogative  to  its  proper  bounds.  From  thefe  moft  laud- 
able attempts  he  was  not  to  be  diverted,  either  by  the 
threats  or  cajolements  of  a  court :  for  at  the  period  that 
he  was  much  trufled  and  employed,  after  being  re-taken 
into  favour,  he  was  fo  far  from  acting  the  part  that  on 
thefe  confiderations  was  expedted  of  him,  that  in  the  par- 
liament which  met  in  the  year  16  21  he  towered  beyond 
all  preceding  patriots  in  the  abilities  he  fliewed  in  guid- 
ing the  counfels  of  that  aflembly,  in  the  ftrengih  and 
propriety  of  the  arguments  he  urged  for  the  authority 
and  privileges  of  parliament,  turning  by  this  conducfl 
the  fmiles  of  the  court  into  a  commitment  to  the  Tower, 
and  a  rifling  his  papers.  He,  to  his  everlafting  honour,' 
was,  in  the  fucceeding  reign,  the  man  that  propofed  and 
framed  the  Petition  of  Right.  The  cares  of  the  greateft 
part  of  his  life  were  not  only  for  the  age  he  lived  in, 
but  that  pofteriiy  might  feel  the  advantages  of  his  al^ 
mofl-unequalled  labours.     He  was   the  firfl  that  reduced 

•  On  James's  difpleafure.  Coke  was  di.placed  from  his  office  of  lord- 
chitf-juftice,  and  thus  enabled  to  fcrve  hi^  country  in  parliament. 

the 
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the  knowledge  of  the  Englifh  laws  into  a  fyftem.     His  Ann.  1634- 
voluminous  writings  on  this  fubjed  have  given  light  to 
all  fucceeding  lawyers  ;  and  the  improvements  that  have 
been  made  in  this  fcience  owe  their  fource  to  this  great 
original :    the  fervices  he  rendered  his  country  in  this 
relped:  are  invaluable.      But  whilil  he  laboured  to  his 
very  laft  moments  to  render  the  law  intelligible,  and 
confequently  ferviceable  to  his  fellow-citizens,  he  conti- 
nued to  be  opprefled  in  the  moft  illegal  manner  by  the 
government.     Secretary  Windebank,  by  virtue  of  an  or- 
der of  the  council  for  feizing  fediiious  papers,  entered  Coke,voi.r, 
his  houfe  at  the  time  that  he  was  dying,  took  away  his  ^  ^*^^ 
Commentary  upon  Littleton,  his  Hiftory  of  that  Judge's 
Life,  his  Commentary  upon  Magna  Charta,  his  Pleas  of 
the  Crown,    and  Jurifdicftion  of  Courts,  with  fifty-one 
other   manufcripts,    together   with   his   will    and    tefla- 
menr.      This  laft  was  never  returned,  to  the  great  dif- 
iradion  of  his  family  affairs,  and  lofs  to  his  numerous 
pofterity. 

In  the  year  i62S>  Charles  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  forty  Ann.  1635. 
fail  of  fhips,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Lindfey, 
and  a  fquadron  of  twenty  fhips,  under  the  earl  of  Efl^ex. 
Their  inftrudtions  were  to  fecure  the  narrow  feas,  and 
the  trade  of  England.  The  conjoined  fleets  of  the  French 
and  Dutch,  on  the  fight  of  this  formidable  armada,  re- 
tired towards  their  own  harbours,  and  by  this  retreat 
left  the  Englilli  undiiputed  mafters  of  the  feas  ;  the  great 
benefit  whereof  accrued  to  the  Spaniards,  for  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands  were  preferved  from  being  over-run  by  the 
united  force  of  France  and  Holland.  Notwithftandin<^ 
ihis  fcrvicc,  and  the  loan  of  an  Irifli  regiment  under  the 
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Ann.  1635.  command  of  colonel  Prefton,  which  defended  BrufTels 
againft  the  French,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at 
Prague  between  the  emperor  and  the  eledlor  of  Saxony, 
and  nothing  (lipulated  in  favour  of  the  Palatine  family  .- 
Thus  Charles,  whilfl  he  infulted  his  own  people,  was 
treated  with  fcorn  by  foreign  powers.  Algernoon  earl  of 
Northumberland,  a  pcrfonal  favourite  with  the  King  and 
queen,  was,  on  fome  diftafte  that  had  been  taken  againft 
Lindfey,  made  lord-high-admiral,  and  a  command  given 
him  of  fixty  fail  of  large  fliips  j  the  greateft  fleet  that 
England  ever  had  put  to  fea.  A  proclamation  was  iflued, 
forbidding  all  who  were  not  natives  of  Britain  fifhing 
upon  its  coafts,  excepting  thofe  who  fhould  obtain  licences. 
Some  Dutch  fhips  were  furprizcd  and  funk ;  and  that 
people  confented  to  pay  thirty  thoufand  pounds  for  the 
privilege  of  fifhing. 

Charles  now  feems  to  be  in  the  meridian  of  what 
he  termed  glory  :  he  had  fairly  placed  the  yoke  on  the 
neck  of  his  own  fubjeds,  and  by  the  feizure  of  their 
purfe  had  found  means  to  humble  the  Hollanders,  whofe 
independent,  flourifliing  flate  had  ever  been  an  eye-fore 
to  the  Stewart  family.  Notwithftanding  the  formidable 
power  of  the  Englilh  navy,  the  people  looked  with  hor- 
ror and  difdain  on  the  means  by  which  fuch  a  force  was 
acquired  :  a  fleet  was  indeed  a  dcfirable  object;  but  was 
it  a  recom pence  for  the  facrifice  of  all  their  confti- 
lutional  rights  ?  It  would  be  impertinent  to  repeat  the 
obvious  objedlions  which  lay  level  even  to  the  eyes  of 
the  vulgar,  againft  the  illegal  means  by  which  it  was 
fupported :  murmurs  and  oppofitions  continually  increafed' 

againft 


againft  Ship-money  *.    Several  people  fued  the  magiftrates  Ann.  1635. 
and  other  oflftcers  appointed  to  levy  it :    amongft  thefe  Letters, 
was  the  lord  Say,  a  nobleman  who  had  ever  been  one  of  ^°  '^  '^'    * 
the  forwardeft  in  all  the  firm  and  fpirited  meafures  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  parliament  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
defpotifm.     Chambers,  who  had   before  fufFered  fo  fe- 
verely  for  his  refufal  to  yield  to  the  impofition  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  was  fent  to  prifon  by  Sir  Edward 
Bromfield  lord-mayor,  for  refufing  to  comply  with   this 
tax :  he  again  exerted  fpirit  enough  to  appeal  to  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  long-fufpended  laws,  and  brought  an  adion 
againft  Bromfield  for  a  trefpafs  and  falfe  imprifonment. 
Sir  Robert  Berkley,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  court,  would  Rufliworth, 
not  fuffer  Chambers's  counfel  to  argue  againft  the  lega-  &  fe<i!^'^'^* 
lity  of  fhip-money,  avowing,  in  the  face  of  the  court, 
ferjeant  Atliley's  do6lrine,  that  there  was  a  rule  of  go- 
vernment which  fuperfeded  the  rules  of  law.     The  lord- 
keeper  Coventry,  who  had  been  feverely  reprimanded  by 
the  King  for  once  mentioning  a  parliament,  was  now, 
on   this   correction,   grown  as   pliable  as  was   defired  f : 
he  made  a  copious  fpeech  to  the  judges  of  afliize  to  the 
following  purpofe :  That  they  fliould  in  all  their  charges 
inftru6l  the  people  that  they  were  bound  in  duty  to  con- 

*  In  this  year  1635  the  eledor-palatine,  and  his  brother  prince  Ru- 
pert, came  over  to  England  to  concert  meafures  with  Charles  for  their 
reftoration  •,  and  the  queen  was  brought  to-bed  of  a  daughter,  the 
princefs  Elizabeth. 

f  On  this  pliablenefs  of  the  keeper,  Wentworth  makes  this  obferva- 
tion  :  "  It  it  (hall  pleafe  God  his  majefty  begin  to  apply  premium  ^ poena 
luftily  and  roundly,  you  will  find  he  may  have  excellent  ufe  of  him,  and 
fome  others  too-,  for  I  muft  tell  you,  a  fow's  ear  may  prove  good  foufe,, 
albeit  no  filken  purfe."     Strafford's  Letters^  vol.  I.  p.  163. 
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Ann.  1635.  command  of  colonel  Prefton,  which  defended  BrufTels 
againft  the  French,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at 
Prague  between  the  emperor  and  the  eledlor  of  Saxony, 
and  nothing  ftipulated  in  favour  of  the  Palatine  family  .- 
Thus  Charles,  whilfl  he  infulted  his  own  people,  was 
treated  with  fcorn  by  foreign  powers.  Algernoon  earl  of 
Northumberland,  a  pcrfonal  favourite  with  the  King  and 
queen,  was,  on  fome  diftafte  that  had  been  taken  againft 
Lindfey,  made  lordhigh-admiral,  and  a  command  given 
him  of  fixty  fail  of  large  fhips  ;  the  greateft  fleet  that 
England  ever  had  put  to  fea.  A  proclamation  was  ifliied, 
forbidding  all  who  were  not  natives  of  Britain  fiihing 
upon  its  coafts,  excepting  thofe  who  fhould  obtain  licences. 
Some  Dutch  fhips  were  furprizcd  and  funk ;  and  that 
people  confented  to  pay  thirty  ihoufand  pounds  for  the 
privilege  of  lifliing. 

Charles  now  feems  to  be  in  the  meridian  of  what 
he  termed  glory  :  he  had  fairly  placed  the  yoke  on  the 
neck  of  his  own  fubjeds,  and  by  the  feizure  of  their 
purfe  had  found  means  to  humble  the  Hollanders,  whofe 
independent,  flourifliing  flate  had  ever  been  an  eye-fore 
to  the  Stewart  family.  Notwithflanding  the  formidable 
power  of  the  Englifli  navy,  the  people  looked  with  hor- 
ror and  difdain  on  the  means  by  which  fuch  a  force  was 
acquu-ed  :  a  fleet  was  indeed  a  defirable  objec5l ;  but  was 
it  a  recom pence  for  the  facrifice  of  all  their  confti- 
lutional  rights  ?  It  would  be  impertinent  to  repeat  the 
obvious  objecSlions  which  lay  level  even  to  the  eyes  of 
the  vulgar,  againft  the  illegal  means  by  which  it  was 
fupported :  murmurs  and  oppofitions  continually  increafed' 

againft 


againft  Ship-money  *.    Several  people  fued  the  magiftrates  Ann.  1655. 
and  other  officers  appointed  to  levy  it :    amongft  thefe  LcutTs,  * 
was  the  lord  Say,  a  nobleman  who  had  ever  been  one  of ''^^•"•P'^^* 
the  forwardeft  in  all  the  firm  and  fpirited  meafures  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  parliament  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
defpotifm.     Chambers,  who  had   before  fuflfered  fo  fe- 
verely  for  his  refufal  to  yield  to  the  impofition  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  was  fent  to  prifon  by  Sir  Edward 
Bromfield  lord-mayor,  for  refufing  to  comply  with   this 
tax :  he  again  exerted  fpirit  enough  to  appeal  to  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  long-fufpended  laws,  and  brought  an  acftion 
againft  Bromfield  for  a  trefpafs  and  falfe  iraprifonment. 
Sir  Robert  Berkley,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  court,  would  Ruflworth. 
not  fuffer  Chambers's  counfel  to  argue  againft  the  lega-  &  feq!^*^^^' 
lity  of  lliip-money,  avowing,  in   the  face  of  the  court, 
ferjeant  Alhley's  dodlrine,  that  there  was  a  rule  of  go- 
vernment which  fuperfeded  the  rules  of  law.     The  lord- 
keeper  Coventry,  who  had  been  feverely  reprimanded  by 
the  King  for  once  mentioning  a  parliament,   was  now, 
on   this  correction,  grown  as   pliable  as  was  defired  f  *• 
he  made  a  copious  fpecch  to  the  judges  of  aflize  to  the 
following  purpofe :  That  they  fliould  in  all  their  charges 
inftru(5l  the  people  that  they  were  bound  in  duty  to  con- 

*  In  this  year  1635  the  elecftor-palatine,  and  his  brother  prince  Ru- 
pert, came  over  to  England  to  concert  mealures  with  Charles  for  their 
reftoration  -,  and  the  queen  was  brought  to-bed  of  a  daughter,  the 
princefs  Elizabeth. 

-f  On  this  pliablenefs  of  the  keeper.  Went  worth  makes  this  obferva- 
tion  :  *'  If  it  fhall  pleafe  God  his  majeily  begin  to  apply  premium  i^ poena 
luftily  and  roundly,  you  will  find  he  may  have  excellent  ufe  of  him,  and 
.fome  others  too  •,  for  I  muft  tell  you,  a  fow's  ear  may  prove  good  foufc,, 
albeit  no  filken  purfe."     Strafford's  Utters^  vol.  I.  p.  ib^^ 
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Ru";Jo1^!h;  ^''^"^^^  "^''^  ^^^""'"'y  ^°  '^^  ^^^  ^^  Ihip-money.  The  city 
V0I.11.P.33V  of  London  petitioning  an  abatement  of  their  quota,  re- 
ceived a  threatening  anfwer  from  fecretary  Cook /and 
Charles  was  now  fo  fure  of  the  thorough  ferviiity  that 
reigned  amongft  the  expounders  of  the  law,  that,  to  ra^ 
move  all  objeaion,  he  fent  the  following  cafe  to  be  re- 
fulved  by  the  judges. 

"  When  the  good  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral is  concerned,  and  the  whole  kingdom  in  danger, 
whether  may  not  the  King,  by  writ  under  the  great  feal 
of  England,  command  all  the  fubjedls  of  our  kingdom, 
at  their  charges  to  provide  and  furnifh  fuch  a  number  of 
fliips  with  men,  visuals,  and  munition,  and  for  fuch 
time  as  we  (hall  think  fir,  for  the  defence  and  fafcguard 
of  the  kingdom  from  fuch  danger  and  peril  j  and  by  law 
compel  the  doing  thereof  in  cafes  of  refufal  or  refradlo- 
rinefs  ?  and  whether,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  King  is  not  the 
fole  judge  of  the  danger,  and  when  and  how  the  fame 
is  to  be  prevented  and  avoided  ? " 


Whltlock, 
p.  24. 


Finch  diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  much  about  this  bufi- 
nefs  as  he  had  done  before  in  the  courfe  of  his  office  as 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  Commons.  He  clofeted  the 
judges,  and  at  length,  by  the  joint  means  of  flattery  and 
threats,  extorted  from  them  the  following  opinion :  «  That 
the  King  might,  on  the  occafions  fpecificd  in  the  qucftion 
compel  the  fubjedls  to  furnifli  aid  j  and  that  in  fuch  a 
cafe  he  was  the  fole  judge  both  of  the  danger,  and  when 
and  how  the  fame  might  be  prevented."  Hutton  and 
Crook  were  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  King  was  not  the 
judge  of  the  danger,  and  that  this  was  one  of  thofe 
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cafes  in  which  he  was  obliged  by  the  conftitution  to  af-  Ann.  1636. 
femble  and  confult  with  his  parliament ;  fince  no  man's 
property  could  be  taken  away  from  him,  other  than  by 
the  legiflative  authority,  which  the  King  by  himfelf 
had  not.  After  a  long  and  folemn  argument,  Hutton 
and  Crook  feeing  themfelves  oppofed  by  the  majority, 
at  length,  to  avoid  danger,  yielded,  and  fubfcribcd  the 
opinion. 


This  point  gained,  Charles's  next  (lep  was  to  enter 
this  opinion  on  record  in  all  the  courts  at  Weftminfler  *. 
The  lord-keeper  Coventry  by  his  orders  aflembled  all  the 
judges  in  the  Star-chamber,  and,  to  the  confufion  and 
amazement  of  the  greatell  number  of  them,  read  in  full 
court  the  queftion,  with  their  opinion  ;  and  afterwards 
addrefled  the  aflembly  in  the  following  drain  : 

"My  Lords, 

«  This  being  the  uniform  refolution  of  all  the  judges 
opinion,  with  one  voice,  and  fet  under  their  own  hands ; 
I  fay,  this  being  fo  refolved,  as  they  do  here  exprefs 
upon  every  man's  particular  ftudying  of  the  cafe,  and 
upon  a  general  authority  among  themfelves,  it  is  of  very 
great  authority;  for  the  very  lives  and  lands  of  the  King's 
fubjedls  are  to  be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  thefe 
reverend  judges,  much  more  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  which 
God  knoweth  cannot  be  burdenfome  to  any,  but  is  of  a 

♦  The  making  the  extra-judicial  opinions  of  the  judges  a  law,  by 
•which  the  courts  of  juftice  were  to  proceed  in  judging  the  fuits  which 
might  afterwards  be  brought  about  this  affair,  is  one  of  the  extraor- 
dinary precedents  peculiar  to  this  reign.  It  was  what  had  never  been 
done  by  any  authority  lefs  binding  than  an  ad  of  parliament. 
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A«a.  1636.  fingular  ufe  and  confequence,  and  for  the  fafety  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  The  commandment  from  his  majefty 
is,  that  1  Ihould  pubhOi  this  your  opinion  in  this  place, 
and  give  order  that  it  fliould  be  entered  in  this  court,  in 
the  high  court  of  Chancery,  in  the  courts  of  King's- 
Bench,  Common-Pleas,  and  Exchequer;  for  this  is  a  thing 
not  fit  to  be  kept  in  a  corner.  And  his  farther  command 
is,  that  you  the  judges  do  declare  and  publifli  this  gene- 
ral  refoluiion  of  all  the  judges  of  England,  throughout 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  all  men  may  take  notice 
thereof,  and  that  thofe  his  fubjedls  which  have  been  in 
any  error  may  inform  themfclvcs,  and  be  reformed.  You 
have  great  caufe  to  declare  it  with  joy,  and  you  can 
hardly  do  it  with  honour  enough  to  the  King,  that  in  fo 
high  a  point  of  his  fovereignty  he  hath  been  pleafed  to 
defcend  and  communicate  with  you  his  judges,  which 
fheweth  that  jullice  and  fovereignty  doth  in  his  majefty 
kifs  each  other.  His  pleafure  farther  being,  that  you  let 
all  know,  that  it  is  not  in  his  purpofe  by  this  refolution 
to  ftop  or  check  the  anions  or  fuits  which  any  have 
brought,  or  fhall  bring,  concerning  this ;  for  it  is  his 
majefty's  command,  that  all  fuch  as  proceed  in  an  adlion 
about  the  fame  fliall  have  equal  and  mete  juftice,  and 
that  they  be  fuffered  to  proceed  in  courfe  of  law,  fo  as 
you  call  the  King's  learned  counfel  unto  their  proceed- 
ings, that  they  may  not  be  furprifed.  Now,  my  lords, 
1  have  little  more  to  fay  ;  but  this  I  am  fure  of,  that  if 
any  contrary  opinion  fhall  remain  among  men,  it  muft 
proceed  from  thofe  that  are  fons  of  the  law,  or  from 
fome  not  towards  the  law.  Of  the  latter  I  will  fay,  Fe/i^ 
fcs  dmum  ejfent  artes,  fi  de  illh  folum  judicarent  artificer.  And 
as  to  the  former,  you  the  judges  of  the  realm  are,  and 
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ever  have  been,  accounted  the  fathers  of  the  law ;  then  Ann.  1656, 
will  it  become  the  fon  to  difpute  againft,  or  take  upon 
him  to  be  wifer  than,  the  father  ?  Having  thus  delivered 
to  you  that  which  I  received  in  commandment  from  his 
majefty,  as  his  majefty  doth,  fo  do  I,  leave  it  to  your 
judgment." 


Could  there  be  any  aggravation  of  the  injury  the  fub- 
je6l  fuftained  by  the  violation  of  their  rights  in  the  exa(5t- 
ing  of  fliip-money,  it  would  be  the  provoking  infult  of 
thus  impofmg  it  as  the  law  of  the  realm.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  conceive  the  joy  this  proftitution  of  juftice  gave 
the  miniftry,  how  they  triumphed,  how  they  exulted,  in 
their  fancied  fecurity.  "  This  for  ever  vindicates  the  roy- 
alty, faid  they,  from  the  conditions  and  reftraints  of  fub- 
jedls; this  eftabliflies  the  King's  throne  in  wealth,  ftrcngth, 
and  glory,  far  above  any  of  his  progenitors  *." 

*  The  following  are  opinions  written  by  Wentworth  on  this  extraor- 
dinary occafion :  "  It  is  plain  indeed,  that  the  judges  declaring  the 
lawfulnefs  of  the  afTignment  for  the  (hipping,  is  the  greateft  fervice 
that  profefiion  hath  done  the  crown  in  my  time.  But  unlefs  his  ma- 
jefty hath  the  like  power  declared  to  raife  a  land-army,  upon  the  fame 
exigence  of  ftate,  the  crown  feems  to  me  to  ftand  but  upon  one  It^ 
at  home,  to  be  confiderable  but  by  halves  to  foreign  princes  abroad. 
Yet  fure  this  methinks  con\  inceth  a  power  for  the  fovereign  to  raife 
payments  for  land-forces,  and  confequently  fubmits  to  his  wifdom  and 
ordinance,  the  tranfporting  of  the  money  and  men  into  foreign  Hates. 
And  if  by  degrees  Scotland  and  Ireland  be  drawn  to  contribute  their 
proportions  to  thefe  levies  for  the  public,  omne  tiilit  pinHum'^  Wcnr- 
worth  perfuades  the  King  dill  to  abftain  from  entering  into  the  broils 
on  the  continent;  and  fays,  «  That  the  people  muft  be  firft  accuftomed 
to  thefe  new  levies,  left  they  grow  peevifh  and  backward  in  their  pay- 
ments, when  they  find  his  majefty  not  at  fo  entire  leifure  to  difcipline 
their  untowardnefs  as  in  time  of  peace."  Strafford's  Letters^  vol.  II. 
p.  61,  i^  fcq, 
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Though  Charles  was  from  his  difpofition  and  educa- 
tion infinitely  attached  to  arbitrary  principles  in  govern- 
ment, yet  he  did  not  want  for  flimulations  to  urge  him 
on  towards  his  natural  bias.  The  queen,  to  whom  he 
was  dotingly  attached,  entertained  him  continually  with 
the  example  of  France.  The  uxorious  monarch  liftened 
with  pleafure  to  the  fedudlive  tale,  That  that  crown  had, 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  acquired  a  power  to  impofe  taxes  and  levy  money 
without  parliaments ;  and  by  its  refolute  and  wife  con- 
dudl:  had  entirely  changed  the  nature  of  the  government. 
Gn  the  topic  of  French  politics,  flie  infinuated  thofe 
maxims  that  Charles  held  in  the  greateft  veneration,  that 
the  power,  opulence,  and  authority  of  the  French  clergy 
were  the  firm  fupports  of  the  crown.  In  this  (he  was 
well  feconded  by  Laud,  and  Charles  grew  every  day  more 
fond  of  a  religion  whofe  dodlrine  was  fo  favourable  to 
thefe  good  purpofes  *.  Thus  encouraged,  the  Papifts 
threw  off  all  rellraint  or  decency  of  deportment:  Not- 
withftanding  the  fevere  laws  ftill  extant  againft  priefts,. 
many  Jefuits  openly  appeared  in  that  character  j  mafs  was 

*  Orleans  the  Jefuit  writes,  that  the  queen  was  very  zealous  for  the 
rcftoring  th^  Catholic  religion  in  England  j  and  being  full  of  that  fpi- 
rit  which  warms  the  blood  of  abfolute  monarchs,  a  limited  authority  to 
be  ufed  with  art  feemed  to  her  no  better  than  fervitude,  which  caufed 
her  to  make  the  utmoft  efforts  to  refcue  the  King  her  hufband  and 
herfelf  from  it  -,  that  Ihe  always  kept  about  her  a  nuncio  of  the  pope's, 
and  entertained  correfpondency  with  the  Catholic  lords ;  that  fhe  flood 
up  for  every  thing  that  regarded  the  church  with  authority,  and  fome- 
times  with  heat ;  and  having  a  confiderable  number  of  clergymen  about 
her,  who  were  reflored  to  her-  by  the  peace,  fhe  had  frequent  controver- 
fics  with  the  zealous  Proteflants,  wherein  the  King,  who  loved  her,  gave 
her  full  liberty,  and  fometimes  fupported  her.  Father  Orleans's  Hiji. 
«ft.  cd.  1722,  p.  22,{ffy?£, 
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publicly  reforted  to  at  Somerfet-Houfe,  which  was  eredled  Ann.  1636; 
into  a  kind  of  convent  for  the  Capuchins.     With  thefe 
infults,  the  Papifts  entered  into  all  thofe  projedls  which 
were  thought  the  moft  grievous  to  the  fubjecSl :  The  cor«- 
poration  of  foap-makers  were  almoft  all  of  that  fecfl. 

There  feems  to  have  been  this  year  a  resrilar  plan  fet-  Scheme  of  a 

.        ,  '  or  reconciliatioa 

tied  of  bringing  about  the  favourite  fcheme  of  a  reconci-  with  the 

1*      •  •  i_     1  1  1        z'  .<-.  •  church  of 

nation  with  the  church  of  Rome.  One  Gregorio  Con,  a  Rome. 
Scotchman,  came  into  England  in  the  character  of  the  voUL^"376. 
pope's  nuncio  *  ;  and  Sir  William  Hamilton,  a  Scotch- 
man, was  fent  to  Rome,  as  an  agent  for  the  Englifh 
court  f.  Laud  had  feveral  private  conferences  with  one 
Davenport,  who,  under  the  name  of  Santa  Clara,  pub- 
liflied  a  work,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the 
Proteftants  to  the  church  of  Rome.     Popifli  primers  and 

*  Con  brought  over  with  him  a  large  cargo  of  relicks  of  faints,  and 
medals  of  the  pope,  with  other  things  of  the  fame  kind.  It  is  not  to 
be  imagined  how  many  people  of  the  higher  rank,  efpecially  wo- 
men, were  made  converts,  by  the  queen's  influence,  the  afliduity  of 
the  nuncio,  and  the  effeds  which  this  trumpery  wrought  on  their 
iftiaginations. 

•f  Charles  laid  afide  that  formality  he  ufed  to  his  own  fubjefts,  and 
grew  familiar  with  Con ;  he  admitted  him  in  all  his  parties.  Propoli-. 
tions  were  made  on  both  fides  towards  the  defired  reconciliation,  in  a 
book  intitled,  "  The  Englifh  Pope."  h  is  affirmed,  that  when  Con 
undertook  the  management  of  that  affair,  matters  began  to  grow  to-- 
-wards  an  agreement.  This  Laud's  own  creature  and  bofom-friend, 
Heylin,  does  not  deny,  but  vindicates  it  in  the  following  ftrain :  "  The 
greateft  part  of  the  controverfies  betwixt  us  and  the  church  of  Rome, 
not  being  in  the  fundamentals,  or  in  any  effential  point  in  the  Chriflian  . 
religion,  I  cannot  otherwife  look  upon  it  but  as  a  moft  pious  work  to 
endeavour  an  atonement  in  the  fuperftrudlures."  Ur^lirCs  Life  of  Laud^ , 
p.  412,  ^  fefly 

catechifma^. 


of  Laud, 

P-  349'  543» 
Sc  i'eq. 

Ibid,  p.  252 
&  feq. 
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Ann.  1636.    catechifms,  and  other  books  of  the  kind,  were  imported 
Prynne'sTriai  with  impunity,  Contrary  to  the  flatute  of  the  third  of 
of  Laud.       James.     At  the  fame  time,  the  feverefl  penahies  were 
impofed  on  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  who  by  negHgence 
,  had  fufFered  a  parcel  of  Geneva  bibles  to  pafs  unnoticed. 
PafTages  againft  Popery  were  expunged  in  all   the  books 
whofe  publications  were  licenfed  *.     Ahnofl  every  thincr 

*  Laud  caufed  a  decree  to  be  made  in  the  Star-chamber,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  abftrad:  That  all  books  concerning  the  common  laws 
ihall  be  licenfed  by  the  lord-chief-juttice;  all  books  of  hiftory  belonging 
to  the  (late  by  the  fecretaries  of  flate;  books  of  heraldry  by  the  earl-mar° 
fhal  i  and  books  of  divinity,  phyfic,  (^c.  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
and  bifhop  of  London,  or  the  chancellor  or  vice-chancellors  of  either  of 
the  univerfities  ;  provided  always,  that  the  chancellor  or  vice-chancel- 
lors of  either  of  the  univerfities  fhall  licenfe  only  fuch  books  as  are  to  be 
printed  within  the  limits  of  the  univerfities,  not  meddling  either  with 
books  of  the  common  law  or  matters  of  flare;  That  every  perfon  au- 
thorized to  licenfe  books  (hall  have  a  copy  of  the  intended  publication, 
wjiich  is  to  be  kept  in  the  public  regifters  of  the  lord-archbi(hop,  or  with] 
L^c.  &c.  to  the  end  they  may  be  fecure  that  the  copy  fo  licenfed  be  not 
altered  without  their  privity :  That  every  importer  of  books,  before  they 
expofe  any  to  (ale,  (hall  give  a  true  catalogue  to  the  lord-archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  or  the  lord-bi(hop  of  London:  That  no  importer  (hall 
prefume  to  open  any  parcel  of  books  coming  from  beyond  the  feas 
nor  any  officer  belonging  to  the  Cuflom-houfc  fuller  the  fame  to  pals' 
till  the  lord-archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  or  lord-bi(hop  of  London    ap' 
point  perfons  to  view  the  fame  :  That  if  there  be  found  any  offcnTive 
books,  the  lord-archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  and  lord-bi(hop  of  London 
may  caufe  the  offender  to  be  punilhed :  That  every  perfon  that  here- 
after prints  any  books,  ballads,  charts,  pidlures,  or  any  other  things 
whatfoever,  fiiall  put  their  names  to  the  fame,  and  the  name  of  the 
author :  That  no  perlbn  fiiall  import  any  Englifii  books,  whether  the 
fame  have  been  formerly  printed  or  not:  That  no  perfon  fliall  ert-a 
any  prmtmg  houfc,  or  kt  any  room  for  that  purpofe,  without  giving 
firft  notice  to  the  company  of  ftaiioners:  That  no  workman  fiiall  make 
any  prmting-prefs,    no  founder  caft  any  letters,  no  one  import  any 
from  beyond  lea,  nor  buy  any,  without  firfi  acquainting  the  mafter  and 
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however  grofs,  was  permitted  that  favoured  the  Romifli  Ann.  1636. 
tenets  *.     A  re-publication  of  the  old  flanding  books 

wardens  of  the  company  of  flationers.  Farther  to  check  publication, 
this  decree  ordained,  Thar  there  (hould  be  but  twenty  m after- printers 
allowed,  except  his  majefty's  printers,  and  the  printers  allowed  for  the 
univerfities :  That  the  archbifiiop  of  Canterbury,  and  bifiiop  of  Lon- 
don, were  to  fill  up  vacancies  :  That  every  perfon  allowed  to  have  the 
ufe  of  a  prefs  (hould  be  bound  in  three  hundred  pounds  penalty  not  to 
print  any  thing  that  was  not  lawfully  licenfed  :  That  no  allowed  prin- 
ter fhould  keep  above  two  prefTes,  except  the  mafter-warden  of  the 
company,  who  was  permitted  to  keep  three  :  That  no  perfon  reprint 
any  book,  though  formerly  printed  with  licence,  without  obtaining  a 
new  licence :  The  mafter- warden  of  the  company  not  to  keep  above 
three  apprentices  ;  a  mafter-printer  of  the  livery  of  the  company  not 
above  two  ;  and  a  mafter-printer  of  the  yeomanry  not  above  one  :  Be- 
caufe  a  great  part  of  the  fecret  printing  is  occafioned  by  the  want  of 
employment  for  journeymen-printers,  every  journeyman-printer  free  of 
the  company  Ihall  be  employed  within  the  company,  and  the  mafter- 
printer  fhall  be  obliged  to  employ  them,  though  their  apprentices  can 
do  the  work :  That  no  mafter-printer  (hall  employ  any  that  have  not 
been  apprentices  to  the  myftery  of  printing.  The  fame  regulations 
and  reftriftions  were  laid  on  the  founders  of  letters,  who  were  to  be 
but  four  in  number.  For  the  better  difcovery  of  printing  in  corners  ' 
without  licence,  any  printers  appointed  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
or  biftiop  of  London,  to  have  power  and  authority  to  take  what  alfift- 
ance  they  think  needful,  and  fearch  any  houfes  and  fiiops  they  think  fit, 
and  bring  the  delinquents  before  the  archbifiiop  of  Canterbury,  or  bifiiop 
of  London :  That  no  perfon  (hall  land  books  coming  from  any  place 
beyond  fea,  but  in  the  port  of  the  city  of  London.  The  penalty  of 
offending  againft  the  orders  of  this  decree  were  to  be  whipping,  dif- 
abling,  fine,  and  imprifonment,  what  meafure  of  punifiiment  the  court 
of  Star-chamber  or  court  of  High-commifilon  ftiould  think  fit  to  inflid. 
RuJJjwortb,  vol.111.  Appendix,  p.  306,  i^  feq, 

*  Among  other  tenets  of  the  fame  kind  that  were  broached  at  this 
time,  Mountague  maintained,  that  faints  had  a  peculiar  patronage,  and 
that  priefts  had  an  immediate  power  from  God  to  forgive  fins.  One  An- 
thony Stafford,  in  language  highly  ridiculous,  and  even  blafphemous, 
extolled  the  invocation  of  the  Virgin.     Prymis's  Trial  of  Laud,  p-  ^  1 5. 
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AflR.  i6j6.  againft  Popery  was  refufed  *.  The  laws  were  almoft  every 
day  fufpended  in  favour  of  Papifls  f.  A  fevere  pafTage 
againft  this  fe(5l  was  omitted  out  of  the  fervice  compiled 
for  the  fifth  of  November ;  whilft  all  the  Proteftants  who 
did  not  conform  to  the  new  mode  of  worfliip  were 
treated  with  the  utnioft  rigor  f.  Laud,  who  affumed 
the  characfter  of  univerfal  bilhop  §,  made  a  metropoliti- 
cal  vifitation  in  all  the  diocefes  of  England.  He  caufed 
|[7lud,  ^'^*  all  the  communion-tables  throughout  the  kingdom  to  be 
p.29i,&fcq.  (jifpQfgj  according  to  the  new  plan  ;  and  framed  bodies 
of  ftatutes  for  the  government  of  cathedrals,  where  bow- 
ing at  the  altar  was  by  article  enjoined.  On  the  occafion 
of  this  general  vifitation,  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  pleaded,  that  they  were  exempt  from 
other  vifitation  than  from  the  King,  their  founder.  Laud 
reprefented  this  as  binding  up  the  hands  of  the  church 
from  enforcing  a  reformation  ii  j  and  the  matter  was  re- 


^  Jewel's  Worlds,  Prafticc  of  Piety,  and  the  Book  of  Martyrs. 

■f-  Letters  of  grace  were  often  figned  by  the  King's  own  hand.     Pro- 

'te<5lions  were  granted  that  the  courts  of  jufticelhould  not  proceed  againft 

•certain  Popifh  Recufants.     Thefe  were  fignified  by  a  letter  from  a  fecre- 

itary  of  ftate  to  the  judges  of  the  court,  that  they  Ihould  not  be  eftreated 

into  the  Exchequer.     One  Grey,  with  other  meflengers,  were  by  Laud 

and  fecretary  Windebank,  his  creature,  threatened  to  be  laid  by  the  heels 

if  they  molefted  Popilh  Recufants.     /2«/&it;i>r/i?,  vol.11,  p.285.  Prynne's 

Trial  of  Laud,  li.  s^g^  i^  feq.  458. 

J  At  the  fame  time  thatPuritanifm  was  with  fuch  rigor  exterminated 
.from  Oxford,  friar  St.  Giles,  a  Romifti  prieft,  was  maintained  with  a 
•royal  penfion  in  that  univerfity.     Prynne's  Trial  of  Laud,  P-  456. 

§  The  heads  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  others  of  Laud's 
•creatures  and  dependants,  in  their  addrefles  ufed  to  give  him  the  pope's 
titles,  Holinefs  and  Moft  Holy  Father.  Prynne's  Trial  of  Laud,  p.  194. 
MeylirCs  Life  of  Laud^  p-  3 1 6. 

g  The  archbilhop  urged,  that  there  were  three  chapels  in  Cambridge 

not  confecratedj  that  they  came  into  the  chapels  without  furpliccs;  and 
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ferred  to  the  King  and  council  Sir  John  Banks,  the  at-  Ann.  1636. 
torney-general,  pleaded  for  the  archbifhop's  rights  ;  whilft 
the  devout  Charles  argued  the  cafe,  and  gave  judgment 
againft  himfelf :  Laud,  thus  feconded,  behaved  with  great 
infolence  even  to  the  monarch.  The  decifion  went  againft 
the  univerfity,  though  the  earl  of  Holland,  chancellor  of 
Cambridge,  offered  to  admit  of  Laud's  vifitation  by  com- 
miffion  from  the  King  *  The  archbifhop  having  thus 
carried  his  point,  the  two  univerfities  were  fupplied 
with  images,  and  the  firft  queftion  afked  at  the  metro- 
political  vifitation  was,  "  Is  there  due  reverence  paid  to 
the  altar?"  On  entering  the  chapels  at  Cambridge, 
none  were  permitted  to  approach  it  but  in  fandals,  and 
a  confecrated  knife  was  fet  apart  to  cut  the  facramental 

other  dangers  growing,  that  the  univerfity  would  be  paft  remedy  be- 
fore any  complaint  was  made.  About  this  time  the  new  ftatutes  for 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford  were  finilhed,  and  publilhed  in  convocation  : 
The  preface  difparaged  king  Edward  the  Sixth's  time  and  government, 
declaring  the  difcipline  of  the  univerfity  was  difcompofed  by  the  King's 
injunftions,  and  that  it  did  revive  and  flourilh  again  in  queen  Mary's 
days,  under  cardinal  Pool,  when,  by  the  much-to-be-defired  felicity  of 
thofe  times,  an  in- bred  candor  fupplied  the  defeft  of  ftatutes.  Frank- 
lyrCs  Annals,  p.  473.     Rufhworth^  vol.  II.  p.  324. 

♦  There  are  things  faid  by  the  King  during  the  courfe  of  this  con- 
troverfy  which  may  ferve  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  his  charader 
and  opinions.  On  Laud's  advancing,  that  the  exceptions  to  the  arch- 
bilhop's  vifiting  the  univerfity  came  from  the  pope,  "  I  dare  fay,  faid 
the  King,  that  the  pope  doth  as  much  to  beat  down  bifhops  as  any  Pu- 
ritan doth  in  England."  Serjeant  Thin,  who  was  of  counfel  for  the 
univerfity,  having  faid  that  Richard  the  Second,  in  a  particular  cafe 
had  miftaken  the  law,  «  I  will  not  grant,  Mr.  Serjeant,  interrupted 
t^harles,  that  my  predeceflbr  did  miftakc  the  law— Perhaps  he  might 
be  mis-informed  of  the  law."    Rufhwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  324,  ^/^^. 

^^^•"-  Ff  bread. 
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Aon.  1635.  bread  *.  To  complete  the  triumphs  of  Laud,  Juxon,  his 
creature,  whom  he  had  caufed  to  be  made  bifliop  of  Lon- 
don, was,  on  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Portland,  promoted 
to  the  treafurer's  flafF  f.  This  brought  Laud  into  great 
reputation  with  his  brethren :  It  was  the  higheft  encou* 
ragement  to  devote  themfelves  to  his  meafures,  fince 
they  might  afpire,  through  fo  powerful  a  recommenda- 
tion, to  all  the  great  offices  in  the  kingdom  J.     Notwith- 

impofitions,  ftanding  the  tax  of  fhip-money,  the  people  were  daily 
plagued  with  various  kinds  of  impofitions  §  i  and  as  the 

*  Laud,  in  a  letter  to  the  vice-chancellor,  ordered  divine  fervice  to 
be  performed  at  Oxford  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  that  the  vice-chan- 
cellor and  thofe  who  officiated  (hould  be  furc  to  wear  furplices.  In  a 
poftfcript  to  this  letter.  Laud  directs  that  all  his  letters  of  this  nature 
ihould  be  regiftere.d.  In  the  margin  is  written,  "  My  letters  of  impor- 
tance to  be  rcgiftcrcd."  Laud*s  Hiji..  of  bis  Cbancellorjhip  of  Oxford^  in  the 
Second  Volume  of  his  RemainSy  fol.  ed.  1 700. 

i"  Laud,  in  his  Diary,  obferves  thus  of  this  promotion :  "  Sunday, 
William  Juxon  lord-bilhop  of  London  was  made  lord-high- treafurer  of 
England  :  No  churchman  had  it  fincc  Henry  the  Seventh's  time.  I 
pray  God  blefs  him  to  carry  it  fo,  that  the  church  may  have  honour, 
and  the  King  and  the  (late  fervice  and  contentment  by  it.  And  now  if 
the  church  will  not  hold  up  themfelves,  under  God,  I  can  do  no  more." 
On  a  previous  promotion  of  this  Juxon,  Laud  obferves,  "  Dr.  Juxon 
the  dean  of  Worcefter,  at  my  fuit,  fworn  clerk  of  lus  majefty*s  clofet,. 
that  I  might  have  one  that  I  might  truft  near  his  majefty,  if  I  grow 
weak  or  infirm — as  I  muft  have  a  time."  Prynne's  Breviate  of  Laud's 
Lifcy  p.  17,  20. 

J  "  The  clergy  are  fo  high  here,  writes  one  of  the  newfmongers  of 
the  court,  fmce  the  joining  of  the  white  fleeves  with  the  white  ftafF, 
that  there  is  much  talk  of  having  a  fecretary  a  bifbop,  and  a  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  This  comes  only  from  the  young  fry  of  the  clergy  : 
There  is  not  much  credit  given  to  it ;  but  they  fwarro  mightily  about 
the  court.'*    Str affords  Letters^  vol.  II.  p.  2. 

§  A  place  was  creftcd  for  one  Lcflcy  out  of  the  fines  for  prophanc 
cttrfing  and  fwcaring.     A  fixic  was  impofcd  on  every  fubje^  who  de- 

7  parted 


opulence  of  the  clergy  was  to  increafe  with  that  of  the  Anj^-jM- 
crown,  an  attempt  was  made  to  enhance  the  value  of  voi.ir.p.269. 

* 

parted  the  kingdom  without  licence  from  the  King  and  council.     The 
Poft-office  was  rendered  a  job  to  one  Wetherings.     A  new  impofition 
of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  was  laid  on  all  fea-coal  that  was  tranf- 
ported.     The°King  appropriated  to.  himfelf  the  fale  of  gun-powder: 
The  fubjed  was  forbid  by  proclamation  to  fupply  himfelf  otherwife 
than  out  of  the  King's  ftores,  at  fuch  rates  as  the  King  (hould  pleafe  to 
appoint.     Moreover,  arbitrary  prohibitions  were  made  concerning  the 
not  paving  any  kind  of  out-houfes,  which  otherwife  would  be  good 
nurfcries  for  the  breed  of  falt-petre.     Juftices  of  the  peace  and  other 
officers  were  commanded  to  make  fearch  in  all  dove-houfes,  cellars, 
vaults,  out-houfes,  to  prevent  all  deceit  or  evafion  of  the  orders  con- 
tained in  the  proclamation  j  that  no  ftables,  other  than  the  (tables  of  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  of  gentlemen  of  quality,  be  pitched, 
paved,  or  graveled,  where  the  horfes  feet  are  to  (land. 

One  Hilyard  was  fined  five  thoufand  pounds  for  felling  of  falt-petrc 
againft  proclamation.  Penalties  were  infiifted  on  heavy  carriages  that 
travelled  the  high- ways.  The  fubjed  was  again  called  upon  to  confirm 
by  money  their  refpedive  titles  and  eftates.  All  proprietors  were  obliged 
to  produce  their  titles,  to  which  the  commifTioners  were  fure  to  make 
objedions  :  This  made  many  people,  to  avoid  a  law  fuit  with  the  King, 
compound  with  the  commifTioners,  and  give  a  fum  of  money  to  fecure 
their  lands  without  farther  trouble. 

A  patent  was  granted  for  the  fole  making  of  ftrong  waters  through 
Enc^land  and  Wales  ♦,  and  many  other  monopolies  eftablifhed,  to  the 
great  detriment  and  vexation  of  the  fubjed. 

An  office  was  ereded  for  the  fole  making  of  iron,  and  a  furveyor  ap- 
pointed of  all  iron-works,  furnaces,  and  forges,  within  England  and 
Wales,  by  letters-patent.  The  officers  were  appointed  to  have  fees  at 
the  time  of  furveying  and  marking ;  and  all  perfons  were  required  to 
permit  the  faid  officers  or  their  deputies  to  enter  into  their  warehoufcs, 
iron-works,  (^c.  The  King  declared,  that  his  officers  or  their  depu- 
ties might  enter  into  any  woods  or  wood-grounds,  where  any  woods 
were  or  (hould  be  felled  to  be  converted  into  coals  for  the  making  of 
iron  or  iron-metal. 

An  office  was  credcd  for  Ikenfing  fubjeds  to  travel  in  foreign  parts. 

.  F  f  2  .  An 
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Ann.  1636.  tythes  Within  the  city  of  London,  by  fubjedling  a  quef- 
tion  in  difpute  between  the  clergy  and  the  citizens  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  King  and  council. 


Ann.  1637. 


CHAP.        IV. 

Trial  concerning  Ship-money ArundeTs  fruitlefs  negociation  in 

Germany Pacific  meafures  of  the  minijlry Profecution 

of  Williams  hijhop  of  Lincoln Profecution  of  Prynne,  Bur- 
ton, Bajiwick,  and  others Refolution  of  many  to  quit  their 

native  country, 

Tl^HILST  the  nation  impotently  groaned  under  the 
^  ^  deepeil  wound  the  EngliOi  conttitution  ever  had 
received  ;  whilll  the  two  eftates  of  Lords  and  Commons 
were  precluded  all  hopes  of  ever  re-aflliming  their  rights, 
privileges,  and  authorities;  whilft  law  itfelf,  conveyed 
through  the  polluted  channel  of  corrupt  gown-men,  was 
rendered  the  inflrument  of  defpotifm  ;  one  man,  the  fame 
Kufliwo/th.  ^^^  ^^^  before  fuffeied  imprifonment  rather  than  con- 
td.i.p.428.  fent  to  an  illegal  loan,  again  flood  forth,  and  combated 
this  new  flate-monfter,  Ship-money. 

John  Hampden^  of  an  ancient  family  and  confidera- 
ble  fortune,  had  been  rated  at  twenty  fhillings  for  an 

A»  office  was  crcfted  for  the  furvcying  and  fcaKng  of  a  reel  ap- 
pointed to  be  ufed  by  the  manufadturers  in  cloth  and  yarn.  This  ereft- 
ing  of  new  offices  with  fees  was  illegal :  An  office  of  of  worfted, 

in  Edward  the  Third's  time,  was  adjudged  void  and  repealed  ;  and  an 
office  of  meafurage,  granttd  by  Henry  the  Fourth,  was  complained  of 
m  parliament  as  againft  the  ftatute  De  Tallagio  non  Concedendo.  Rymer, 
vol.  XIX.  p.  601,  ^feq.  Rufiwmh,  vol.  IIL  Appendix,  p.  69,  ^  fei 
Rapln^  vol,  X.  p.  254,    Straffitrd's  Utters,  vol.  I,  p.  446. 
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eftate  which  he  held  in  the  county  of  Buckingham:  And  Ann.  1637, 
notwithftanding  the  powers  of  the  conftitution  feemed  to 
be  entirely  fubdued  by  the  rapacious  encroachments  of 
monarchy ;  notwithftanding  there  was  no  profpecH:  of  re- 
lief from  parliament ;  notwithftanding  the  minifters  of 
Charles  were  armed  with  power,  and  held  in  one  hand  the 
fword,  in  the  other  the  yoke,  over  the  neck  of  their  help- 
lefs  country  ;  this  illuftrious   individual,  by  an  appeal 
to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  refolutely  ftood  the  refent-  ceming  ihip- 
ment  of  a  tyrant,  rather  than  tamely  fubmit  to  the  ille-  "*°°'^* 
gal  impofition.     Mr.  St.  John  and  Mr.  Holbourne,  two 
lawyers  of  great  eminence,  were  of  his  counfel.     After 
many  pleadings  and  traverfes,  the  caufe  was  heard  be- 
fore all  the  judges  in  the  Exchequer-chamber.     Twelve 
days  were  expended  in  the  pleadings  of  the  lawyers,  and 
the  cafe  was  afterwards  argued  by  the  judges.     Prece- 
dents of  writs  as  ancient  as  the  Saxon  times  were  pro- 
duced :  Thefe  writs,  when  examined,  were  found  only  to 
require  the  fea-ports,  fometimes  at  their   own   charge, 
fometimes  at  the  charge  of  the  counties,  to  fend  their 
Ihips  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.     But  this  power 
which  the  crown  had  exercifed,  to  iffue  fuch  writs,  was 
entirely  abolifhed  by  the  ftatute  De  Tallagio  non  concedendo ; 
all  the  authority  that  remained  was  to  prefs  fliips  into 
the  public  fervice  to  be  paid  by  the  crown.     Yet  not- 
withftanding this,  and  that  Mr.  Hampden's  counfel  un- 
anfwerably  proved  the  illegality  of  the  tax,  from  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  pofitive 
didlates  of  the  Great  Charter,  and  other  conftitutional 
ads,    and  to  the  Petition  of  Right,    which  had  lately 
been  fo  folemnly  enabled  by  the    concurrence  of  the 
whole  legiflature,  the  proftituted  bench  of  judges,  four 
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Ann.  1637,  individuals  excepted,  gave  fentence  in  favour  of  the 
crown.  The  judges  Wefton,  Crawley,  Berkley,  Vernon, 
Trevor,  Finch,  and  Bramllon,  for  the  King  ;  Crook,  Hut- 
ton,  Denham,  and  Davenport,  for  Mr.  Hampden. 

The  great  Littleton,  who  had  made  fo  noble  a  figure  in 
all  proceedings  againfl  the  ufurpations  of  the  crown,  and  in 
pleading  the  caufe  of  the  imprifoned  members  j  had  cried 
out,  "  The  Petition  of  Right,  the  Petition  of  Right ;"  was 
now  funk  into  a  folicitor-general,  and  argued  on  the  fide 
of  tyranny  with  all  the  petulance,  arrogance,  prevarica- 
tion, and  fallacy,  of  a  true  crown-lawyer ;  who,  fafe  un- 
der the  royal  banners,  clamours  nonfence  and  falflioods 
at  the  bar  with  unlimited  impunity.  The  point  in 
difpute  was  fo  impotently  contefted  by  the  pleaders  on 
the  fide  of  prerogative,  that  nothing  could  equal  the  ini- 
quity of  their  intentions  but  the  weaknefs  of  their  ar- 
guments. On  the  other  fide,  Mr.  St.  John  fupported  his 
with  a  great  weight  of  authorities,  and  fhewed  a  depth 
of  learning,  and  ftrength  of  reafon,  equal  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  occafion.  Mr.  Holbourne  was  manly  and 
rhetorical :  He  expofed  the  iniquity  of  the  tax,  upon  the 
principles  of  hiftory,  law,  and  civil  policy  * :  But  when 
at  the  greateft  diftance  he  pointed  towards  matters  of  go- 
vernment, he  was  checked  and  interrupted  from  the 
bench  by  that  confummate  tool  Finch,  who  in  open  court 

*  This  work  having  been  already  enriched  with  a  number  of  notes 
neceflary  to  illuftrate  or  enforce  the  matter  in  the  text — that  the  page 
might  not  be  disfigured  with  a  very  long  one  relating  to  this  important 
trial,  the  author  has  thought  proper  to  add  it  by  way  of  Appendix, 
which  the  reader  is  carnelUy  defired  to  perule. 

reproached 


reproached  Crook  and  Hutton  with  having  receded  from  Ann.  1^37. 
their  opinions  given  in  private  *.  In  the  fpeeches  that 
Hutton  and  Crook  made,  thcy.excufed  the  feeming  dif» 
ference  in  their  judgments,  affirming,  that  the  former 
opinion,  which  had  been  fubfcribed  with  their  hands, 
was  extorted  from  them  by  their  brethren,  more  ancient 
than  themfelves :  They  had  afllired  them,  that  it  was  not 
fit  in  cafes  of  a  nature  fo  much  concerning  the  King,  for 
fonie  to  fabfcribe,  and  others  to  forbear  their  fubfcrip- 
tion  *,  and  although  they  did  fubfcribe,  it  did  not  fo 
bind,  but  that  if  the  cafe  came  in  queftion  judicially  be- 
fore them,  they  might  give  their  judgments  as  they 
fhould  fee  caufc,  after  hearing  the  argunaents  on  both 
fides.  Judge  Hutton  farther  faid,  that  if  he  was  now 
of  the  fame  opinion  he  had  before  fubfcribed  to,  yet 
this  writ  did  not  purfue  that  dire6lion  ;  for  it  was  then 
agreed,  that  the  King  might  charge  in  cafe  of  a  gene- 
ral darker,  not  a  danger  of  pirates,  but  on  imminent 
ncceffity  and  apparent  danger,  which  could  not  otherwife 
be  avoided. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  pleadings  it  had  been  confefifed^ 
that  public  and  private  danger  might  be  fo  imminent  as 
to  occafion  a  neceflary  cefllation  of  property,  whilll  the 
parties  were  providing  for  their  fafety :  But  how  abfui  d 
was  the  plea  of  neceflity  in  the  prefent  cafe  ?  Urgent  dan- 
ger muft  be  obvious  to  the  public  eye,  and  men  will 

*  Denham  being  abfent  on  account  of  ficknefs.  Finch  repaired  to 
his  chamber,  to  urge  him  to  retraft  his  opinion  j  and  on  his  refufal, 
ufed  fomc  threatning  expreflions.  Commons  Charge  againji  Finchy  Rujh- 
worthy,  vol,  lY.  p.  187. 
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Ann.  1637.  then  readily  fubmk  to  an  irregular  authority,  when  ex- 
erted for  their  prefervation.  What  is  there  common  be- 
twixt fuch  fuppofitions  and  the  prefent  condition  of  the 
nation,  faid  rfie  popular  lawyers  I  England  enjoys  a  pro- 
found  peace,  and  the  enmity  fubfifting  between  her  neigh- 
hours  fecures  her  tranquillity.  The  writs  which  are  if- 
fued  for  the  levying  of  fhip-money  pretend  only  that  the 
feas  are  infefled  with  pirates,  and  allow  feveral  months 
for  equipping  the  fliips :  This  muft  be  a  fpecies  of  ne- 
ceffity  that  would  admit  of  delay  beyond  the  time  requi- 
fite  for  fummoning  a  parliament.  It  was  farther  re- 
marked, that  the  pretended  neceffity  had  continued,  with- 
out interruption,  for  three  years ;  and  during  fo  long  a 
time  had  remained  invifible  to  the  whole  nation. 

This  trial,  which  had  been  permitted  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  judicial  record  in  favour  of  defpotifm,  helped  to 
roufe  the  public  from  that  effeminate  paffivene^^  which 
riches  and  luxury  had  occafioned.  A  long  peace,  an^ 
national  induftry,  had  greatly  enlarged  the  commerce, 
and  encreafed  the  opulence,  of  the  people  of  England. 
Thefe  advantages,  due  alone  to  their  diligence  and  vir- 
tue, they  now,  by  a  logic  which  included  all  the  pro- 
perty in  the  kingdom,  faw  themfelves  irrecoverably  de- 
prived  of.  The  more  the  late  tranfaftions  were  canvafTed, 
the  more  evidently  did  it  appear,  that  the  old  conftitu- 
tion  was  totally  fubverted,  and  tyranny  eftabliflied  in  its 
Head ;  the  utmoft  violence  exercifed  againft  mens  per- 
fons  and  property,  under  the  pretence  of  law  and  reafon  : 
If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  indignity  the  public  re- 
ceived, it  muft  be  fuch  a  mockery  of  their  underftand- 
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ing.     The  judgment  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money  bound  Ann.  1637. 
all  men  to  a  forced  acquiefcence ;  for  the  queftion,  whe- 
ther the  King  could  impofe  taxes  without  confent  of  par- 
liament, was   never  afterwards  fuffered  to   be  debated: 
The  lord  Say  endeavoured  to  procure  a  new  trial  on  the 
fame  point,  but  was  refufed.     Juftice  Crawley,   at   an  Acherieys 
aflize  in  the  Weftern  circuit,  affcrted,  in   the  face  of  the  fu'^^Jr^^'" 
country,  that  the  power  of  impofing  was  fo  inherent  in  P'^^^* 
the  crown,  that  no  parliament  could  take  it  away.     Juf- 
tice Berkley,  at  the  York-aflizes,  in  the  fame  public  man- 
ner, declared,  that  the  judges  were  in  fome  cafes  above 
parliaments. 

The  zeal  which  thefe  coiTupt  lawyers  (hewed  in  the 
caufe  of  flavery  could  not  be  equalled  but  by  the  frenzy 
of  the  clergy.  One  Harrifon,  a  well-beneficed  divine, 
and  chaplain-extraordinary  to  bifliop  Juxon  the  treafurer, 
took  notes  of  judge  Button's  fpeech  in  the  cafe  of  (hip- 
money  ;  and  four  days  after  prefTed  up  to  the  bar  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  crying,  he  came  to  difcover  high-treafon. 
On  being  told,  that  the  King's-Bench  court  was  more 
proper  for  that  acaifation,  he  faid,  "  No ;  the  party  fat  Strafford's 

,  *  -'  Letters, 

m   that  court,  and  there  he  would  charge  him  :  It  was  voi.ij.p.167. 
judge  Hutton."      The  croud  about  the  bar  (aid  he  was  Se  Trials, 
mad.     «  No,  replied  his  curate  ;  he  will  make  good  his  Tf/qT^^' 
accufation.'*     On  being  taken  into  cuftody  and  examined, 
he  juftified  his  behaviour,  and  faid,  that  Mr.  Juftice  Hut- 
ton,  in  his  argument,  had  denied   that  fupremacy  and 
fupremc  power  which,  by  the  orthodox  opinion  of  all  di- 
vines, was  inherent  in  the  King,   whereby  he  had  power 
to  aflefs  what  fum  focver  he  in  his  confcicnce,  between 
God  and  him,  thought  fir,  for  the  good  of  the  common- 
VoL.  H.  G  g  xvcalth. 
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wealth,  notwithftanding  any  ftatutes,  laws,  or  cufloms, 
to  the  contrary  ;  that  all  the  flatutes  were  but  favours 
from  the  Kings  of  this  realm,  which  they  might  break 
at  their  pleafure.  The  miniftry  were  fo  afhamed  of  this 
flight  of  Harrifon,  that  they  gave  diredlions  to  proceed 
againft  him  in  the  King's-Bench,  where,  for  the  mifde- 
meanor  of  infulting  a  judge  in  his  oflSce,  he  was  fined 
five  thoufand  pounds,  and  to  make  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  offence. 

Relative  to  this  important  trial  and  judgment  in  the 
eafe  of  fhip-money,  I  mufl  remark  an  anecdote  that  does 
honour  to  the  female  fex.  Judge  Crook,  fearful  of  ex- 
pofing  himfclf  to  the  rcfentment  of  a  wicked  and  power- 
ful miniftry,  had  determined  to  give  judgment  for  the 
King ;  but  his  wife,  a  woman  of  true  virtue,  addrefTed 
him  in  a  flyle  of  Spartan  magnanimity  ;  conjured  him 
not  to  err  againft  his  confcience  and  his  honour  for  fear 
of  incurring  danger  or  poverty  ;  for  herfelf,  fhe  would 
be  content  to  uifFer  want  or  any  mifery,  rather  than  be 
the  occafion  of  his  a<5ling  againft  his  judgment  and  his 
confcience.  Crook,  ftruck  with  the  exalted  fentiments,. 
and  ftrcngthened  with  the  farther  encouragements,  of  fo 
dear  and  perfuafive  a  friend,  altered  his  purpofe,  and  not 
only  gave  his  opinion  againft  the  King,  but  argued  with 
a  noble  boldnefs  and  firmncfs  on  the  fide  of  Law  and 
Liberty.  That  there  is  an  example  of  this  kind  in  the 
hiftory  of  my  country,  gives  me  infinite  pleafure  ;  that 
there  are  few,  I  feci  with  a  fenfible  regret.  Were  the 
principles  of  the  generality  of  the  fcx  as  juft  and  as  well 
founded  as  were  ihofe  of  this  refpedable  woman,  it 
would  have  a  very  happy  effect  on  the  condu(5l  of  fociety: 

We 
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We  fliould  not  have  to  lament  fo  many  melancholy  in- ^^nn.  1637. 
fiances  of  human  weaknefs,  nor,  particularly  in  this 
country,  fuch  a  continued  fuccelTion  of  patriots  falling 
from  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  reputation  into  the  pit  of 
fliame  and  infamy,  and  facrificing  the  effcntial  fuperiori- 
ties  of  virtue  and  honour  to  the  fancied  diftindions  of  a 
peerage  and  a  ribbon ! 

SHIP-Mo^EY  continued  to  be  exadled  with  the  utmoft 
rigor ;  and,  to  keep  up  appearances,  a  fleet  for  feme  time 
paraded  on  the  feas :  but,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the   lord-admiral    •',    it    was    of    fo    little    fervice,    that  *  Nonhum- 
the  King  might  have  faved  his  charges,  and  kept  it  at  stiafford's 
home.     Indeed,   the  miniftry  feemed  to  confider  its  ufes  vo" ir. 'p. 84, 
only  as  a  colour  to  their  pretences  ;  for  at  this  very  time  *'7- 
the  Dutch  re-ailumcd  their  claim,  and  refufed  to  purchafe 
licences  for  fiQiping.    The  neutrality  of  the  Englifli  ports 
were  not  only  violated  by  Spain,  Holland,  and  France, 
but  the  EngliQi  merchant-men  were  frequently  taken  by 
the  fliips  of  thefe  feveral  powers  ;  the  pafTage-boats  car- 
rying the  King's  packets  were  fpoiled  and  arretted  by  the 
French.     The  earl  of  Leicefter,  ambafTador  to  that  King,  Sidney's  state 
writes  to  fecretary  Cook,  "  That  the  feas  were  dangerous  p.  375,  435, 
by  reafon  of  the  Dunkirkers  ;  that  the  French  committed  oidinuon, 
frequent  and  infufFerable  infolencies  upon  the  Englifh  ;  P-  ^-^• 
that  the  King's  purveyor  having  made  provifion  of  fo- 
reign wine,  part  was   taken  by  the  Bifcayners,  and  car- 
ried into  Spain,  and  the  other  part  flayed  in  France.'*     Sir 
Philip  Carteret,    governor   of   Jerfey,    coir  plained,    that 
there  was  a  general  arreft  of  all  Englifli  fhips  and  goods. 

♦At    this  juncture,    three   Englifh  Eaft-India   fliips   were 
taken  by  the  Hollanders,  the  Bona-Efperanza,  the  Dra- 
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Ann.  i«37.    gon,  and  Katherine,  valued  at   35*0,000 1.     The  Alge- 

wmmhfeTby  "^^^  piratcs  continucd  to  infeft  even  the  Britifh  Channel,. 

the  Turks.  ^^^  made  {xjLch  captures  that  they  were  at  one  time  in^ 
pofleflion  of  between  four  and  five  ihoufand  fubjedls  of 
the  crown  of  England.     Sallee,  a  town  fituated  in  the 

ftlovcd.  province  of  Fez,  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  the  great  ren- 
dezvous of  thefe  fea-robbers,  revolting  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  that  prince  fent  an 
ambaffador  to  Charles  to  defire  him  to  attack  the  town 
by  fea,  whilfl  he  aflauhed  it  by  land.  Captain  Rainflx)- 
rough,  an  experienced  fea-ofEcer,  was  this  year  fent  with 
four  {hips  and  two  pinnaces,  with  inftrudlions  to  block 
up  the  port  of  Sallee.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  at- 
tacked by  a  very  powerful  land-force,  and  foon  reduced; 
the  fortifications  were  demoliflied,  and  the  leaders  of  the 
rebellion  put  to  death.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  re- 
lUidlion  of  Sallee  was  of  any  very  material  fervice  to  the 
Englifli  fubjet^s,  for  the  Turks  continued  their  depreda- 
tions many  years  aficr  this  event. 

The  peace  of  Prague  had  difcontented  all  parties,  but 
particularly  the  Swedes,  who,  abetted  by  the  French  and 
Dutch,  invaded  the  elcdlor  of  Saxony's  dominions.  This 
contention  among  almoft  all  the  great  powers  in  Europe 
rendered  Charles  of  feme  confequence :  he  had  been 
courted  in  turns  by  the  three  ftates  in  confederacy  againft 
the  houfe  of  Auftria — Holland,  France,  and  Sweden.  Of 
the  increafing  power  of  the  French  and  Dutch  he  had 
conceived  a  j^aloufy,  and  was  fo  cold  towards  entering 
into  any  alliance  with  the  Swedes,  that  the  chancellor 
Oxeniliern's  fon,  who  had  been  fent  by  bis  father  into  ^ 
England    to   profecute   the   projeft  of   the  negotiation 

a  which 


which  had  been  broken  off  by  Vane,  was  fo  little  re-  Adb.  16^7. 
garded,  and  treated  in  fo  flighting  a  manner,  that  he 
left  the  kingdom  in  great  difcontent,  not  even  accepting 
the  prefents  that  were  made  him  in  the  charader  of  am- 
baffador.   Charles  negle<n:ed  all  the  offers  of  affiAance  that 
thefe  powers  tendered  him  towards  the  reftitution  of  the. 
Palatinate  family,  and  chofe  dill  to  depend  on  the  houfe. 
of  Auftria,  who,  at  this  crifis,  he  imagined  would  ha 
glad  to  purchafc  his  friendfhip.     At  the  acceffion  of  the  Arundel's 
new  emperor,  the  earl  of  Arundel  was  fent  into  Ger->  ^'^^ll^l^^' 
many,  to  negotiate  the  reftoration  of  the  elcdor's  patri-  ^^"'^j^""^^* 
mony.     The  ambaffador  received  an  anfwer  fo  little  fa-.  &feq. 
lisfadtory  to  the  defires  of  the  couit  of  England,  that 
he  returned  home  in  great -difguft,  without  taking  leave*. 
Charles,  inflamed  by  the  account  which  the  earl  of  Arun- 
del gave  of  his  fruitlefs  embaffy,  began  to  liften  to  pro- 
pofit ions  that  were  made  him  by  the  French  king,  whofe 
country  was  at  this  time  invaded  by  the  arch-duke.    For 
the  affiftance  of  the  Englifli  fleet,   and  fome  levies  of 
men,  Charles  was  to  have  a  fliaie  in  all  the  conquefls- 
gained  from  the  Auftrian  family,  and  no  peace  to  be* 
concluded  before  the  prince  ele^^or  was  reftored  to-  his^ 
pofleflions  and  dignities  f- 

*  The  duke  of  Bavaria  plainly  told  him,  that  what  he  had  gained  by 
the  fword  he  would  keep  by  the  fword.     Rujhworib,  vol.  II.  p.  365. 

-f  There  was  at  this  time  an  effort  made  to  get  money  from  the  Pa-  / 
ritans,  under  pretence  that  the  prince- eledtor,  who  was  yet  in  England, . 
was  defirous  of  being  in  ad:ion,  and  would  attempt  an  expedition  againft, 
Spain.  This  did  not  take:  the  people  of  England  were  too  much  ex-, 
afperated  with  forced  impofitions  to  come  into  the  fcheme  of  a  voluntary, 
contribution.    Strafford's  LetUrs,  vol.  II.  p.  49. 

There^. 
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There  were  at  this  time  two  faflions  in  the  court  ; 
one  of  them  favoured  the  houfe  of  Aullria  *,  and  the 
other  inclined  to  the  French  and  Dutch.  The  firfl:  had 
drank  deep  of  the  intoxicating  cup  of  tyranny,  and 
had  planned  all  the  meafures  which  had  been  purfued 
to  fubvert  the  conftitution :  They  found  their  fafety  de- 
pended on  preferving  a  profound  peace,  and  ufed  all 
their  influence  to  prevent  their  mafler  from  engaging 
himfelf  in  the  quarrel  on  the  continent,  or  entering 
too  far  into  the  intcreft  of  his  filler  and  his  nephews. 
The  other  faction  had  kept  well  with  the  court,  for  the 
fake  of  places  and  preferments  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
impatiently  expected  an  occafion  which  would  drive 
Charles  and  his  cabal  into  the  neceflity  of  fummoning 
a  parliament :  This  event,  they  hoped,  would  prove  a 
means  of  freeing  their  enflavcd  country,  and  confound- 
ing the  hitherto-fuccefsful  fchemes  of  her  enemies.  They 
continually  reprcfented  to  the  King  the  deplorable  fitua- 
tion  of  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  and  that  now  was  the 
favourable  crifis  to  recover  by  honourable  means  the  Pa- 
latinate, and  revenge  the  indignities  the  Stewart  family 
had  received  from  the  houfe  of  Auftria  f . 

•  Northumberland,  who  was  of  the  council,  wrote  word  to  Leicefter, 
Charles's  ambalTador  in  France,  that  Laud,  Hamilton,  and  Wentworth, 
who  were  the  people  that  abiblutely  governed,  were  as  much  Spanifli 
as  OHvares ;  that  there  was  not  any  body  about  the  King  more  Spanifh 
than  Wentworth.  Moreri  accufes  him  of  being  a  penfioner  to  Spain. 
5ir  Thomas  Roe  wrote  out  of  Germany,  that  he  had  good  intelligence 
there,  that  fecretary  Windcbank  betrayed  the  counfels  of  the  Englilh 
court  to  the  Spaniards  and  Imperialifts,  and  that  he  was  their  penfioner. 
Sidney's  State  Papers^  vol.  II.  p.  617,  621. 

t  Wentworth  perfectly  underftood  the  aims  of  this  fadion,  and  ex- 

prefled  his  fears  to  Laud.     «  Good  my  lord,  writes  he,  if  it  be  not 

4  too 
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The  prefent  appearance  of  a  war  ftruck  the  cabal  of  mi-  Ann.  16 j;;. 
nifters  and  all  their  adherents  with  conflernation :  a  par- 
liament, that  objedl  of  terror  to  wicked  ftatefmen,  reprc- 
fented itfelf  to  their  imagination,  armed  with  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  injured  conftitution ;  and  their  gviili  made  them 
fenfible  that  they  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the  fcvere 
but  equitable  juftice  of  that  affembly.  The  alarm  ran  strafFord'* 
thro'  the  whole  minifterial  fadlion  :  Tho*  Charles  aiTured  ^Tn.^.  53, 
Wentworth  that  his  warfare  fliould  be  by  fea,  not  by  59*^^^^- 
land,  that  he  was  determined  not  to  meddle  with  land- 
forces,  and  that  by  this  management  he  fhould  keep 
free  from  the  neceflity  of  calling  a  parliament,  yet  this 
did  not  calm  the  apprehenfionsof  this  felf  convided  crimi^ 
nal :  He  reprefented  in  a  very  preflSng  manner,  "  the  dan- 
ger the  King  ran  of  entering  into  foreign  engagements 
till  the  crown  was  difcharged  of  debts,  the  royal  coffers 
filled,  and  the  fovereignty  fet  upon  its  right  foot  through- 
out the  three  kingdoms  j  but  that  this  foundation  laid, 
nothing  could  Ihake  the  monarchy,  or  ftay  the  career  of 
his  majefty's  triumphs.  It  was  to  be  coniidered  how  far 
his  majefty  was  obliged  to  interrupt  the  profperity  of  his 
own  affairs,  for  the  reftltution  of  the  prince-elector  his 
nephew  j  how  far  anfwerable  in  piety  towards  his  fifter 

too  late,  ufe  your  beft  to  deliver  us  from  this  war;  it  will  necelTarily 
put  the  King  upon  all  the  high  ways  pofllble;  and  if  thefe  fail,  the 
next  will  but  be  the  facrificing  thofe  that  have  been  his  minifters 
therein.  I  profefs  I  will  lay  down  my  life  to  ferve  my  mafler;  but  it 
would  fomething  trouble  me  to  find  even  thofe  that  drew  and  engaged 
him  in  all  thefe  mifchiefs  bufy  about  me  themfelves  in  fitting  the  halter 
about  my  neck,  and  in  tying  the  knot  fure  that  it  fliould  not  flip  -,  as 
if  they  were  the  perfons  in  the  world  the  mod  innocent  of  guilt,  how* 
beit  in  truth  as  black  as  Hell  itfelf,  and  on  whom  the  punifliment  ought 
to  lie."     btrafford's Letters^  vol.II.  p.  66,. 

and. 
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Ann.  1637.    and  his  nephews,  having  fo  royal  and  plentiful  an  iffuc 
of  his  own  to  be  provided  for  according  to  their  great- 
nefs,  and  that  in  the  firfl  place,  whereas  by  this  means 
they  feemcd  poHponed  ;   it  was  to  be  confidered,  whe- 
ther fhip-money  would  be  brought  in  fo  readily  this 
year  as  it  was  the  lall,  or  wl^thcr  his  majefty's   being 
engaged  in  a  war  might  embolden    the  ill  afTeaed   to 
grow  more  backward  in  their  payments,  finding  him 
not  at  fo  entire  leifure  to  difcipline  their  untowardnefs 
as  in  time  of  pea<:e.     Should  the  fleet  going  out  fall  into 
any  misfortune,  what  likelihood  that  the  fubjcd  would, 
without  hefitation,  make  up  the  breach  by  a  fecond  levy  t 
that  failing,  what  other  means  had  the  crown  to  enforce 
it  but  by  parliament  ?  and  what  wifdom  did  advife  the 
fummoning  one  in  a  time  fo  conditioned  ?  Were  it  not 
more  opportune  to  endeavour  the  reftitution  by  treaty,  to 
fatisfy  the  duke  of  Bavaria  and  other  pretenders  with 
two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  amongft  them, 
rather  than  to  enter  into  a  war  accompanied  with  uncer- 
tainties, inconveniencies,  and  dangers  ?  It  might  be  afk- 

ed,  where  was  fo  great  a  fum  to  be  had  > Of  the  fub- 

jecfls  of  England ;  and  thus  infcnfibly  gain  a  precedent, 
and  fettle  a  right  in  the  crown  to  levies  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, which  drew  after  it  many  advantages,  more  proper 
to  be  thought  of  at  fome  other  fcafon  than  the  prefent." 
To  thefe  confiderations  Wcntwonh  added,  that  the  confe- 
quences  of  a  war  would  be  the  decreafe  of  the  cuftoms 
of  Ireland  *  ;  it  would  prove  an  obflacle  in  the  fettling 

•  By  the  means  of  many  opprefTivc  impofitions,  the  receipt  of  the 
cuftoms  in  Ireland  was  railed  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  Wentworth 
had  a  great  Ihare  in  thefe  farms,  and  was  accufed  of  putting  more  money 
4n  his  own  pocket  by  thefe  improvements  than  he  did  in  his  jmafter*s. 

plan- 
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plantations,  and  that  all  the  propofitions  given  to  his  Ann.  1637. 
majefty  for  the  advancement  of  his  revenue  would  be  ac 
a  Hand* 

Arguments  of  this  nature  could  not  fail  of  having 
their  due  weight.     The  entering  into  a  league  with  the 
fore-mentioned  confederate  powers  was  entirely  laid  adde, 
and  Charles  afTured  his  minifters,  that  nothing  fliould  in- 
cite him  to  meddle  with  war.     He  refufed  to  enter  into  sidney»sStat« 
an  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  treaty  with  France,  and  flighted  fo*Led*  1746, 
every  propofition  of  alliance  with  that  court.  Lewis  refented  ^^l^;  P"^^*' 
this  behaviour,  and  told  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  the  Englifli  446*  45 »» 
ambafTador,  that  his  mailer's  embracing  or  rejecting  the 
amity  proffered  depended  on  the  refolutions  of  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  that  he  had  made  ufe  of  a  pretended  treaty 
with  France  to  render  the  emperor  more  compliant  to  his 
demands.  Lewis  farther  complained,  that  the  King  of  Eng- 
land openly  alllfted  the  enemies  of  France,  the  Spaniards, 
and  earneftly  advifed  Charles  to  break  off  all  correipon- 
'dence  with  the  emperor,  for  he  was  aflured  that  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  would  never  give  him  any  kind  of  fatisfaftion, 

Trom  the  circumftances  that  have  been  mentioned  k 
is  cafy  to  gather  what  were  the  true  reafons  for  Charles's 
obflinate  neutrality  during  the  conteft  between  the  houfes 
of  Auftria  and  Bourbon,  when  almoft  all  the  other  ftate^ 
in  Europe  were  engaged  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other. 
On  this  Dccafion,  moft  writers  have  complimented  him 
with  a  lagacity  and  difmtereftednefs,  which  make  no  part 
of  his  ciiaradler  ;  they  have  given  him  the  merit  of  un- 
derftanding  the  true  intereft  of  Europe,  of  forcfeeing  the 
formidable  grcatnefs  of  the  Bourbon  family,  and  ad:ing 

Vol.  it.  H  h  by 


i: 


234  HIStORY     OF    ENGLAND. 

Ann.  1637.  by  this  knowledge  on  the  fleady  principles  of  juft  policy. 
To  fuch  fuppofitions  it  may  be  objeded,  that  Charles's 
government  was  of  a  nature  that  obliged  him  to  keep 
out  of  every  war,  but  that  which  he  was  making  on 
the  Englifli  conflitution ;  that  the  balance  of  power  was 
at  this  time  apparently  in  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  a  family 
who  had  in  a  manner  deftroyed  both  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious  liberties  of  Germany  ;  that  had  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, by  an  upright  government,  united  his  fubjeds  in- 
tereft  with  his  own,  he  would  have  been  afTifted  in  a 
manner  that  would  have  rendered  him  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  principals  in  the  war.  The  houfe  of  Auftria 
might  have  been  defpoiled  of  fome  of  that  power  it  had 
fhamefully  abufed ;  and  the  Palatinate  family,  not  the 
French,  come  in  for  a  great  part  of  the  plunder :  where- 
as, by  permitting  Lewis  to  become  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  confederacy,  one  of  thefc  two  inconveniencies 
were  likely  to  follow:  either  the  houfe  of  Auftria  get 
the  better,  and  thus  become  more  formidable  by  the  con- 
tention  j  or  be  worfted,  and  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ac- 
quire a  great  acquifition  of  power. 

"wnfilms?       Williams  biOiop  of  Lincoln,  notwithftanding  many 

if  la  cd  *  ^^.^^^^^  efforts  to  recover  power  and  influence,  continued 

R^ftiworth^    ftill  the  obje(^  of  difgrace :  the  implacable  Laud,  who 

ChJch  Hift.  ^^^  conceived  an  infuperable  jealoufy  of  his  abilities, 

perfecuted  him  with  repeated  injuries.      Buckingham's 

enmity  and  fufpicions  have  been  related  on  the  diflblu- 

tion  of  the  affembly  at  Oiford.     Williams  attempted  to 

ward  off  the  expeded  blow,  by  putting  into  the  King's 

hand  the  hiftory  of  his  condudt :   That  he  had  never 

fpoken  with  any  of  the  ftirring  members  but  with  Phi- 

lips, 
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lips,  and  with  Wentwoi;th  for  the  fervice  of  the  duke ;  Aon.  1637. 
that  he  did  crofs  the  popular  way  more  than  any  of  the 
council,  in  advifing  his  majefty  to  referve  to  himfelf  the 
execution  of  laws  againft  Recufants,  in  poftponing  the 
bill  againft:  them,  and  in  ftaying  the  bill  of  tonnage  and 
poundage,  which  was  promoted  by  lord  Say  *  5  that  he 
had  offered  his  fervice  to  his  majefty  for  the  executing 
of  any  directions  that  fhould  be  given  to  him  in  pri- 
vate ;  that  he  had  waited  on  his  majefty  and  the  duke 
feven  times  for  fuch  commands,  and  had  received  none ; 
that  as  the  duke  was  endeavouring  to  ruin  him  in  par- 
liament, he  could  not  ftickle  at  that  time  without  em- 
ployment from  his  majefty. 

Charles  was  fo  fatisfied  with  Williams's  juftifying  him- 
felf from  having  any  honeft  intentions,  that  he  received 
him  gracioufly ;  but  Buckingham  and  Laud  were  too  ear- 
neftly  intent  on  his  ruin  to  fufFer  him  to  favc  his  plumage : 
he  was  deprived  of  the  feals,  under  pretence  that  they  were 
given  him  by  James  but  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and 
were  defigned  by  that  King  to  be  kept  triennially.  Wil- 
liams pleaded,  that  he  had  been  by  his  late  mafter  permit- 
ted to  keep  his  office  above  that  term,  and  that  Charles  had 
continued  him  in  it  without  any  condition  or  limitation 
of  time  ;  he  defired  leave  to  fpeak  with  the  King,  which 
was  granted  him,  on  condition  that  he  would  not  prefs 
his  majefty  to  yield  reafons  for  removing  him  from  the  feals 
and  from  the  council-board.  In  this  interview  he  made 
feveral  petitions,  which  the  King,  who  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  him,  promifcd  to  grant,  but  fell  lliort  in  the  perfor- 

*  Th's  was  a  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage  for  a  limited  time,  fent 
up  by  the  Commons,  and  rejeded  by  the  Peers. 
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Ann.  1657.   mance ;  and  the  bifliop  was  farther  mortified  with  orders 
to  confine  himfelf  to  his  epifcopal  fee,  not  to  appear  at 
the  coronation,  nor  ro  attend  the  next  parliament.     In 
the  third  parliament  of  this  reign  he  was  called  up  by 
an  exprefs  dire<5lion  from  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  diA 
played  fuch  a  zeal  for  the  court  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Petition  of  Right,  on  the  cenfure  of  the  commiflion  to 
raife  money,  and  in  urging  the  paffing  a  bill  of  ton- 
nage  and  poundage,  that  he  obtained  a  private  audience 
with  the  King  and  duke.     On  fome  advice  that  he  gave 
how  to  allay  the  animofity  of  the  Commons,  it  was  de- 
termined that  a  degree  of  indulgence  fliould  be  (hewed 
to  the  Puritans.     This  inflamed  Laud's  malice  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  Williams  was  perfecuted  without  ceafing  by 
the  tools  of  this  prelate,  and  at  length  a  Star-chamber 
bill  was  drawn  up  againft  him,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
betrayed  the  King's  counfel,  in  telling  to  Sir  John  Lamb, 
Drs.  Sibthorp,  Burden,  and  Allen,  four  of  Laud's  creaiuresj 
and  officers  in  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  *,  that  it  was  the 
royal  pleafure  the  Puritans  fhould  be  treated , with  fome 
condefcenfion  f. 

*  Sir  John  Lamb  was  dean  of  the  arches.  He  owed  his  fortune 
to  Williams,  and  had  by  his  intereft  efcaped  parliamentary  cenfure. 
J^ulier's  Church  Hijl.  B.  XI.  p.  1^5. 

t  The  biihop  put  in  an  anfwer  that  this  was  a  confpiracy  and  com- 
bination of  the  pcrfons  named  ia  the  bill  j  viz.  Sir  John  Lamb,  ^c. 
*rom  an  intent  to  advance  tbemfelves,  and  hatred  they  bore  to  him  for 
not  pernwtiing  them  to  get  money  out  of  the  King's  fubjcds  in  Leicef. 
terfliire,  by  hauling  them  into  their  nets,  ex  officio  mm,  under  an  ima- 
ginary colour  of  Puritanifm.  AU  that  made  for  the  defbadant  in  this 
anfwtr  was  expunged  by  the  court,  on  pretence  that  none  muft  im- 
peach the  credit  of  the  King's  witnelTcs,  who  depofing  ^ro  dcmlno  reg, 
muft  be  reputed  holy  and  facred  in  what  they  aver.  FulUr's  Church  Hill. 
13.  XI.  p.  is,^r^^  feq* 
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A  COMMISSION  was  fet  on  foot  to  enquire  if  he  took  Ann.-i6j^.. 
any  bribe  whilft  he  kept  the  great  feal.  The  prebenda- 
ries of  the  church  of  Weftminfter  were  prevailed  on  to 
prefer  articles  of  mis-government  againft  him*.  A  kind 
of  bargain  was  carrying  on,  that  Williams  fhould  part 
with  four  thoufand  pounds,  his  deanry,  and  two  com- 
mendams,  or  pay  eight  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King's 
uie.  Laud,  unwilling  that  he  fhould  come  off  at  fo 
eafy  a  rate,  brought  another  falfe  and  frivolous  charge 
into  the  Star-chamber  againft  him,  for  tampering  with 
the  King's  witneffes,  and  fuborning  people  to  fupport, 
by  perjury,  the  credit  of  a  man  who  was  prefent  when 
the  converfation  pafled  between  him.  Lamb,  and  Sib- 
thorp, and  was  to  give  teftimony  in  his  favovw?.  This 
ridiculous  accufation  was  in  the  cafe  of  a  baftard-child ; 
an  offence  that  could  not  polTibly  affe^  the  judicial  tef- 
timony of  the  offender.  Though  it  was  apparent  that 
the  profecution  was  a  malicious  confpiracy  againft  the 
liberty  and  property  of  the  bifhopj  though  it  was  ma- 

*  A  very  unequal  tax  was  laid  upon  him  in  the  levy  of  fliip-money. 
When  he  requefted  Cottington  to  inform  him  what  he  fhould  do  to  ob- 
tain his  peace,  Cottington  anfwered,  that  his  majefty  did  not  like  he 
ftiould  be  fo  near  a  neighbour  to  Whitehall— he  would  be  better  con-, 
tented  if  he  would  part  with  his  deanry  i  that  the  luftre  in  which  he  liv-. 
cd,  the  great  company  which  reforted  to  him,  and  his  profufe  hofpitality, 
were  objeded;  it  being  not  the  King's  meaning,  that  one  whom  hehadj 
plucked  down  fhould  live  fo  high.  On  condition  of  his  obtaining  peace, 
the  following  hard  terms  having  been  offered  to  Williams  -,  viz.  that  he 
fhould  refign  the  bifhopric  of  Lincoln,  and  deanry  of  Weflminfler,  and 
take  a  bifhopric  in  Ireland,  he  abfolutely  refufed  them,  %ing,  he  had 
much  ado  to  defend  himfelf  againft  Laud  here;  but  if  he  was  in  Ire-^. 
land,  the  carl  of  Strafford  would  cut  off  his  head  within  one  month.^^ 
JIadet's  Life  of  IVilUams,  od.  ed.  p.  1 84,  ^  fe^i.     Clarendon's  Hifi.  vol.  L. 
p.  274,  ^  feci. 
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naged  by  tools  notorioufly  profligate ;  yet  it  employed 
the  members  of  the  Star-chamber  nine  days :  and  at  laft 
fentence  was  given,  That  Williams  fliould  pay  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  the  King ;  fuffer  imprifonment  during 
pleafure ;  be  fufpended  from  his  ecclefiaftical  fundion  * ; 
delivered  over  to  the  High-commiflion  court ;  and  more- 
over to  pay  one  thoufand  marks  to  one  Sir  John  Munfon, 
whom  he  had  accufcd  of  mal-pradices  againfl  him  f! 

•  During  Williams's  fufpenfion.  Laud  exercifcd  every  kind  of  eccle- 
fiaftical jurifdiaion  in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln.  He  fent  a  warrant  to 
the  prebendaries  of  the  collegiate  church  of  Weftmiiifter,  to  ad  and 
pafs  all  orders  during  the  fufpenfion  of  their  dean.  Thefe  were  to  go 
in  the  dean's  name.  This  commiffion  was  deemed  by  the  lawyers  irre- 
gular and  Illegal.     Baker's  Chronicle,  p.  457.     Wbitlcck,  p.  25. 

t  The  plague  having  broke  out  in  London,  and  all  proce/Tes  at  law 
fufpended,  by  a  proclamation,  till  Hilary-term,  the  bi(hop  claimed  the 
privilege  that  his  caufe  might  be  deferred  till  then.  The  lord-keeper 
Coventry  told  him,  that  the  proclamation  was  clear  on  his  fide  but  he 
had  fpecial  diredions  that  he  Ihould  have  no  benefit  of  it. 

Before  the  members  of  the  Star-chamber  fat  in  judgment  on  this 
caule    they  debated  in  another  room  concerning  the  punifhment  they 
Ihould  inflid  on  Williams;  and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  the  more 
modcrraie  members,  who  feared  the  buftle  that  fuch  a  bufinefs  would 
inake,  prevented  his  being  degraded,  with  a  view  of  inflidin^r  on  him 
corporal  punifhments,  whipping,  branding,  cropping  ears,  and  the  piT- 
ory.  Finch  and  Windebank,  two  of  Laud's  moil  devoted  tools,  dec  ar  d 
thatif  others  would  have  concurred,  they  would  have  laid  fome  ignominv 
on  Williams  sperfon.     Laud's  malice  got  the  better  of  his  zeal  fo^the 
dignity  of  billiops :  he  not  only  endeavoured- to  infiicft  on  Williams  this 
bafe  pun:a.ment,  but  juftified  his  inllrun.ent,  Kilvcrr,  in  publicly  a 
poncing  him  in  the  grodeft  mann.r.     F.nch,  to  who:n  Lincoln  had  fo  - 
merly  been  very  friendly,  altered  a  certificate  which  he  and  fom.  of  , L 
%1  ow-judges  had  figned  in  his  behalf:  on  being  queilioned  for^h./  l 
anlwered.  that  he  had  been  foundly  chicMen  by  his  S    an.      '   u 
not  deftroy  himfelf  for  any  man's  L,    I.  .his^l  V:^^^:rZ 
the  lord-keeper  Coventry  jo^cd  with  him  in  opinio.,  tliat  it.wi  "t 
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Laud  made  a  long  pedantic  fpeech  on  the  occafion  :  he  Ann.  1637. 
/  laboured  to  perfuade  the  court,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
on  his  knees,  five  feveral  times,  to  ferve  the  bifliop  witli 
the  King ;  but  that  his  obflinacy  in  not  owning  his  of- 
fence had  defeated  all  applications  in  his  favour  *.  He 
told  a  tedious  impertinent  flory  from  St.  Auftin  concern- 
ing St.  Cecilia's  trial ;  inveighed  bitterly  againft  the  fm 
of  perjury ;  ran  through  the  v^^hole  detail  of  its  progref- 
fion  ;  fhewed  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  made  no  mention 
of  fuch  a  crime  for  the  firft  three  thoufand  years  of  the 
world  ;  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  refufcd  to  name  Jeze- 
bel's falfe  witnefTes,  otherwife  than  under  the  character 
of  men  of  Belial ;  related  the  determination  of  councils 
concerning  the  crime ;  infmuated  that  the  fentence  was  a 
very  merciful  one — for  the  wifefl  nations,  on  the  like  oc- 
cafions,  had  inflidled  death ;  therefore,  though  he  much 
compafTionatcd  the  bifliop's  fate,  yet,  confulering  his  guilt 
was  fo  great,  he  did  agree  with  the  heavieft  cenfure, 

KiLVERT,  a  profligate  man,  and  an  efpecial  inflru-  Echard. 
ment  of  Laud,  was  appointed  to  levy  the  fine.  In  the  ^'^  ** 
execution  of  this  commiilion  he  did  all  pofTiblc  mifchief 

neceffary  in  that  court  to  have  a  truth  proved  by  two  or  three  witnefies: 
**  For  my  part,  faid  Finch,  fmgularis  tijiis  fliall  many  times  move  and  in- 
duce me  verily  to  believe  an  a£t  done,  when  more  proofs  are  fhunned.** 
Hackees  Life  of  ff^illiams,  o6t.  ed.  p.  1&9,  ^d'/fj.  fol.  ed.  part  II.  p.  125. 
Rt'Jhwortb,  vol.11,  p.  416,  i^  fe({, 

*  The  following  paflage,  in-  an  account  of  this  bufinefs  written  to 
Wcntworth  by  one  of  the  court-parafites,  (hews  fully  the  ftyle  of  think- 
ing and  talking  of  thefts  contemptible  beings.  "  The  bilhop's  pride  and 
obftinacy  in  not  fubmitting  to  the  King  in  due  time  has  undone  him ; 
nay,  fince  his  cenfure  they  fay  he  pleads  to  all  his  friends  his  innocency, 
or  clfe  he  is  horribly  belied."     Strafford's  Letiers^  vol.  II.  p.  Sy. 

to 
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.    to  the  property  of  the  unfortunate  prifoner:  he  felled 
his  timber,  killed  his  deer,  fold  his  goods  for  a  twen- 
tieih  part  of  what  they  cod.      The  biOiop's  benefices, 
lands,  and  leafes,  were  offered  to  be  rented  at  four  thou- 
I'and  ffvc  hundred  pounds  a-year,  with  fufficient  fecurity 
to  pay  the  King.     Kilvert  brought  a  letter  from  fecrerary 
VVindcbank,   to  direct   the  jury  to   receive   no  evidence 
againa  the  King^s  profit,  but  to  find  the  particulars  at 
half  the  rate,  or  lefs:   the  jury   obeyed    the  dire(5lion, 
and  Kilvert  and  his  gang  lived  upon  the  eflate,  and  col- 
leded  the  rents  at  their  pleafure.     Under  all  thefe  mor- 
tifications, Lincoln  not  fubmitting  to  certain  propofiiions, 
Laud   raifed  another  profecution  againft  him,  for  licenf^ 
ing  a  book  called  «  The  Holy-Table  Name  and  Thing," 
of  which  he  was  the  fuppofed  author.     Whilft  in  prifon, 
a  third  information  was  lodged  agaiafl  him  in  the  Star-' 
chamber,  on  the  fhameful  pretence  of  having  concealed 
a  letter  written  by  one  Ofbaldiflonc  a  fchool-mafler,  in 
which  mention  was  made  of  «  a  little  great  man,  a  little 
urchin."   This  letter  had  been  feized  among  Lincoln's  fur- 
niture and  books;  and,  by  inferences  and  conflrucftions, 
the  epithets  in  it  were  applied  to  Laud.     Williams  was 
tried  for  entering  into  a  confpiracy  with  Ofbaldiflone  to 
contrive  and  divulge  fcandalous  libels  againft  the  arch- 
bifhop  and  the  flate.     Notwithftanding  it  was  pleaded, 
that  the  evidences  that  appeared  againft  him  were  his 
own  fervants;  that  they  had  been  lately  cenfured  for 
tampering  with  witnefTes,   and  were  perfons  expecfting 
the  mercy  of  the  court  *  ;  and  moreover,  that  the  wit- 
nefs  Walker,  Lincoln's  fecretary,  had  commiffion  to  open 

♦  They  had  been  all  cenfured  ;  but  their  fines  were  commuted  into 
offices  of  krviDg  as  witnefles  againft  WiUiams.    Ecbard,  p.  462. 
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his  letters  in  his  abfence,  and  if  thofe  letters  were  found  Ann. 
at  his  houfe  they  were  laid  up  and  concealed  by  the  faid 
Walker  '• ;  yet  he  was  fentenced  to  pay  five  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  King,  and  three  thouland  to  the  prelate. 
Ofbaldiftone  to  pay  five  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King, 
and  five  thoufand  to  the  archbifliop,  and  to  fland  with 
his  ears  nailed  to  the  pillory  in  Dean's-Yard,  before  his 
own  fchool  -f.  In  the  fpeeches  that  each  member  made  in 
pafllng  this  fcandalous  fentence,  they  took  an  occafion  to 
run  our  in  encomiums  upon  Laud.  The  earl  of  Dorfec 
reviled  Ofbaldiftone,  who  was  a  man  of  great  eminence 
in  his  profeffion,  in  the  fame  low  ftyle  as  he  had  before 
ufed  to  Prynne.     Juftice  Brampton  faid,  that  he  Hiould 

*  The  fubftance  of  the  biftiop's  defence  was  denying  the  fad.  Banks 
the  attorney-general  obferved,  that  from  this  circumftance  he  was  guilty 
of  perjury,  and  that  perjury  was  punifhable  in  that  court,  though  not 
charged  in  the  information.  In  the  courfe  of  this  trial,  this  fcrvile  and 
iniquitous  doftrine  was  highly  aflerted,  that  if  a  libel  was  concealed 
concerning  a  private  perfon,  it  was  no  offence ;  but  if  it  concerned  a 
public  officer,  the  concealer  to  be  punilhed  as  a  libeller.  After  Lin- 
coln was  fufpended  by  the  High-commiQlon,  he  was  twice  examined  in 
the  Tower  by  two  bifhops  and  three  dodtors,  on  articles  that  took  up 
twenty-four  fheets  of  paper  written  on  both  fides.  They  were  all  of 
them  of  the  following  fort :  Whether  all  books  licenfed  by  his  grace 
of  Canterbury's  chaplain,  as  Manwaring's  Sermons,  ^c.  were  not  to 
be  prefumed  by  all  true  fubjefts  to  be  orthodox,  and  agreeable  to  found 
religion  ;  concerning  bilhop  Williams  having  faid,  that  all  flefh  in  Eng- 
land  had  corrupted  their  ways ;  that  he  had  called  a  book  entitled  "  A 
Coal  from  the  Altar,"  a  pamphlet,  ^c.  Though  Lincoln  gave  very 
wary  anfwers  to  every  one  of  the  articles,  yet  on  thefe  examinations 
he  was  reprefented  to  the  King  as  much  difaffeded  to  the  prefent  go- 
vernment. Ru/J.ivorth,  vol.  II.  p.  803,  6f  fe^.  Fuller's  Church  Hiji. 
book  XI.  p.  159. 

t  He  faved  his  ears  by  abfconding,  and  keeping  hi mfelf  concealed. 
Vol.  n.  li  ^^^ 
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Ann.  1657.  not  (land  upon  the  validity  of  the  witnefTes,  for  he  was 
convinced  that  Lincoln  was  guilty.  And  the  lord-keeper, 
obferved,  that  Lincoln  had  been  thrice  examined  upon 
the  letter,  which  was  a  flirewd  argument  to  him  that  he 
knew  there  was  fcandalous  matter  contained  in  it  *. 

These  unjufl  profcciitions  carried  on  againft  this  bi- 
fhop,  notorious  in  their  nature,  were  particularly  the  ob- 
je<5l  of  public  attention  and  refentment,  from  tliat  quick 
lenfibility  which  was  at  this  time  among  the  people, 
proceeding  from  the  government  having  irritated  them 
without  ceafmg,  not  only  by  tyrannical  acfls,  fubverfive 
of  the  conftitution,  but  by  barbarous  violations  of  all 
laws,  human  and  divine.  It  was  for  this  reafon  that 
Lincoln  met  with  great  pity  from  the  populace,  who 
thronged  every  day  to  the  court  of  Siar-chamber  to  at- 
tend his  trial. 

Profecutionof      Lmmediately  bcforc  this  bifliop  was  brought  on  the 
wkr'and '^"  ^^Se.  their  attention  had  been  riveted  on  an  objed  of  a 
Prynne.        yet  morc  intcrefling  nature.     Burton  a  divine,  Baflwick 
a  phyfician,  and  Prynne,  the  fame  lawyer  who  had  al- 
ready been  fo  cruelly  handled  in  the  Star-chamber,  pro- 
Ig^mii  Pre-  vokcd  ancw  the  furious   Laud,  by  fcveral  publications 
Filler's        againft  the  jus  divinum  of  billiops.      Thefe  books,  though 
R^fiiw^or"'^*  they  contained  difagreeable  truths,  yet  they  were  written 
in  fo  fanatic  and  dilTufive  a  ftyle,  that  nothing  but  the 
extreme  fcarcity  of  performances  on  this  fide  of  the  quef- 

*  Finch  and  Windebank  voted,  that  the  bilhop's  fine  fhould  be  ten 
thovifand  pounds.    RuJJjwortb^  vol  II.  p.  8 1 1 . 
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tion,  occafioned  by  the  reftraint  on  the  prefs,  with  the  Ann.  1637 
averfion  the  public  had  to  the  prefent  pretenfions  of  the 
church,  could  have  procured  them  a  tolerable  reception. 
Dr.  Baft  wick,  for  publifhing  a  work  entitled,  FLgcUum 
Pontificis  ^  Ipifcopontm  LatiaUum,  had  his  houfe  ranfacked 
by  a  purfuivant,  all  his  books  and   papers  carried  off, 
himfelf  accufed  in  the  High-commifllon  court,  there  fined 
one  thoufand  pounds,  excommunicated,  debarred  from 
the   pradice  of  phyfic,  his  books  ordered  to  be  burnt, 
and  his  body  imprifoncd  till  he  fliould  make  recantation. 
Whilft  under  confinement,  he  wrote  another  book,  taxing 
the   proceedings   of    the    High-commiiTion   court.      Mr. 
Burton  had  not  only  publiflied  feveial  books  ofFenfive  to 
the  hierarchy,  but  had  preached  a  fermon  on  the  fifth 
of  November,  in  which  he  pointed  out  many  innova- 
tions in  the  forms  of  the  Englifii  worfliip  *.     Prynne, 
though  in  prifon,  had  again  employed  his  pen  on  the 
fame  fubjea.      Thefe  men  Laud  brought  into  the  Star- 
chamber  f.     The  delinquents  finding  that  the  terrors  of 
the  court  had  made  their  counfel  fliy,  they  petitioned 
that  they  might  figa  their  anfwers  themfelves  t.     This 

*  The  following  are  fome  of  the  innovatior.s  with  which  he  taxed 
the  prelates,  in  a  book  entitled,  "  News  from  Ipfwich  :"  That  divine 
fervice  on  the  faft-days  was  enjoined  to  be  without  fermonsi  that 
Wednefdays  were  appointed  for  Vait-days,  en  purpofe  to  fupprefs  the 
ledures  which  were  read  on  diofe  days  •,  the  changing  the  word  "  /»" 
tor  "  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  lliall  bow."  Stale  Trials,  vol.  L 
p.  466,  ^  fe'i- 

f  A  large  number  of  Burton's  parifhioners  having  lent  a  petition  to 
the  King  to  intreat  for  his  pardon  and  liberty,  the  two  people  that  car- 
ried it  were  committed  to  prifon.     Strnfford*s  Letters,  vol.  II.  p.  S7' 

t  Prynne  pleaded,  that  it  was  impofTible  for  him  to  put  in  an  an- 
fwer  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  court :  for  that  in  order  to  difable 
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Ann.  ,637.  requeft  being  denied,  they  with  great  fpirit  put  in  a 
crofs-biU  againft  the  prelates,  charging  them  with  ufurp- 
ing  upon  the  prerogative-royal  with  innovations;  and 
fet  forth  the  fubftance  of  their  anfwers  *      The  court  of 

him  in  the  profecution  of  his  caufe,  his  friends  were  reflrained  from 
him  i  he  was  prohibited  accefs  to  his  counfcl;  debarred  the  ufe  of  pen, 
ink,  and  paper  j  and  moreover,  his  lervant,  who  fliould  folicit  his  bu- 
finefs,  and  help  to  copy  and  engrofs  his  anfwer,  was  by  Laud*s  direc- 
tion detained  a  clofe  prifoner  in  a  meffenger's  hands.  On  the  receipt 
of  this  petition,  counfel  was  ordered  to  repair  to  Mr.  Prynne ;  but 
when  his  anfwer  was  drawn  up,  it  yet  remained  unfigned,  for  that  his 
counfel  Holt  was  forbid  to  put  his  name  to  it.  Moreover,  Gardiner  a 
clerk  belonging  to  the  Tower,  for  writing  the  petition,  was  b/  a  war- 
rant from  the  archbifhop  apprehended  by  a  purluivant,  and  kept  a 
prifoner  fourteen  days.  Prynne  againjt  Prelates,  410  ed.  1641,  p.  ig, 
^  feq. 

*  On  this  unexpected  exertion,  Laud  obtained  the  following  certifi- 
cate from  the  juflices  of  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  Common  Pleas, 
and  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer :  "  That  procefs  may  iffiie  out  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  courts  in  the  name  of  the  bifhops  ;  that  a  patent  un- 
der the  great  feal  is  not  necelTary  for  the  keeping  the  faid  courts,  or 
the  enabling  of  citations,  fufptnfions,  excommunications,  or  other  cen- 
fures  of  the  church ;  and  tliat  it  is  not  necefiTary  that  procelfcs  ecclefi- 
allical  in  the  faid  court,  or  corredions  of  ecclefiaftical  offences,  be  in 
the  King's  name,  or  with  the  (lyle  of  the  King,  or  under  the  Kiiicr»s 
feal,  or  that  their  feals  of  office  have  on  them   the  King's  arms  ;  and 
that  the  ftatute  of  i  Ed.  VI.  cap.  2    which  cnadcd  the  contrary,  is  not 
now  in  force.     We  are  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  bifhops,  arJideacons 
and  other  eeclefiaftical  perfons,  may  keep  their  vifitations  as  ufually 
they  have  done,  without  commiflion  under  the  great  feal  of  England 
fo  to  do."     This  certificate  was  by  the  King's  diretlions  enrolled  in 
the  courts  of  Exchequer,  King'^-Bcnch,  and  Common  Picas,  and  rc- 
giftered  in  the  courts  of  High-commifTion  and  Star-chamber.     More- 
over, a  proclamation  was  iflfucd  to  flop  the  mouths  of  all  unquiet  per- 
fons, that  they  ftiould  not  for  the  future  prefume  to  cenfure  his  ma- 

jelly's  eeclefiaftical  courts  in  their  juft  and  warranted  proceedincrs . 

Chades,  who  was  fo  tenacious  of  power,  thus  difclaiming  a  preroga- 
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Star-chamber  refufed  to  receive  the  crofs-bill  againft  the  Ann.  1657. 
bifhops  *.  Mr.  Burton  got  one  Holt  a  lawyer  to  draw 
and  lign  his  anfwer.  Finch  told  Holt,  that  he  deferved 
to  have  his  gown  pulled  over  his  ears  for  drawing  it  f . 
All  the  anfwer  was  expunged,  excepting  the  plea  of  Not 
Guilty.  Burton  refufing  to  be  examined,  unlefs  his  an- 
fwer was  admitted ;  the  court  ordered  the  matter  of  the 
information  to  be  taken  againft  him  pro  confejjb,  rejedled 
the  anfwers  of  his  co-defendants  becaufe  they  could  not 
get  lawyers  to  fign  them  in  proper  time,  and  proceeded 
to  pafs  fentence.  The  three  prifoners  were  condemned  Jaffe<fon^°*^^ 
to  lofe  their  ears  in  the  palace-yard  of  Weftminfter ;  to  ^^^"* 
be  fined  five  thoufand  pounds  a-piece  to  the  King's  ufe  ; 
to  perpetual  imprifonment  in  three  remote  places  of  the 
kingdom,  namely,  the  caflles  of  Carnarvon,  Cornwall, 
and  Lancafter  J.     Finch  added  to  Mr.  Prynne's  cenfure, 


tivc  allowed  him  by  the  major  part  of  his  fubjeds,  is  a  very  remarkable 
inftance  of  the  potent  influence  thefe  prelates,  by  flattery  and  cant,  had 
gained  over  his  vain  and  fuperftitious  mind.  Rymcr's  Fcedera,  vol.  XX. 
p.  144,  156,  168.  - 

*  It  was  committed  to  the  judges  to  give  their  opinions,  whether 
the  three  complainants  might  not  be  tried  in  the  King's- Bench  for  their 
lives  for  fedition  ?  But  the  judges  refolved  that  they  could  not,  becaufe 
the  bill  was  tendered  in  a  legal  way,  and  might  not  in  point  of  law  be 
refufed  ;  the  King's  courts  of  juflice  being  open  indifferently  to  all  his 
fubje6ls  to  fue  and  be  fued.     Prymie  againft  Prelates^  p.  20. 

-f  Mr.  St.  John  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  upon  a  fufpicion  that  he  had  an 
hand  in  drawing  Burton's  anfwer,  had  his  fl:udy  fearched,  and  all  his 
papers  carried  oflf.     i^trafford's  LetterSy  vol.  II.  p.  85. 

J  The  prifoners  attempted  to  fpeak  for  themfeives,  but  were  com- 
manded filence.  Prynne  endeavoured  to  expoflulate  on  his  cafe,  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  compel  his  counfel  to  fign  his  anfwer,  when 
they  refufed.     The  following  dialogue,  which  paiTed  in  the  Star-charr  - 
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Ann.  1637.  that  he  fliould  be  branded  in  each  cheek  with  S.  L.  for 
a  feditious  libeller.  To  this  the  whole  court  agreed. 
Laud  made  a  long  fpeech  to  excufe  himfclf  and  brother- 
prelates  from  the  charge  of  introducing  innovations  ;  af- 
ferted  that  the  King  was  the  perfon  principally  abufed 
by  the  adverfe  party  ;  he  fhcwed,  that  zeal  without  know- 
ledge was  a  dangerous  quality,  himfelf  breathing  out 
wiih  ardor  an  cnthufiaftic  attachment  to  all  the  trifling 
ceremonies  he  had  with  fuch  an  indifcreet  rigor  exacted ; 
he  railed  with  the  utmoft  gall  and  bitternefs  againil  the 
unhappy  prifoners,  whiltl  he  magnified  his  own  religious 
patience  in  bearing  injuries  ;  lallly,  he  fell  upon  the  book 
fuppofed  to  have  been  publiQied  by  the  bill>op  of  Lin- 
coln, and  faid  that  the  author  had  abufed  both  himfelf 
and  his  readers;  and  ended  his  fpeech  with  givipo-  the 
court  thanks  for  their  cenfure  on  the  three  prifoners  *. 

ber,  is  another  curious  fpecimen  of  the  behaviour  of  the  officers  of 
law  and  ftate  in  this  reign :  The  firR  time  that  Finch  fixed  his  eyes  on 
Prynne  he  faid,  "  I  thought  Mr.  Prynnehad  had  no  ears  •,  but  it  Items 
he  has  ears,  and  fomething  elfc."  Mr.  Prynne  faid,  "  My  lords,  there 
is  never  a  one  of  your  honours  but  would  be  forry  to  have  your  ears  as 
mine  are.'*  "  In  good  faith,  faid  the  lord  keeper,  he  is  fojrewhat 
faucy."  "  I  hope  your  honours  will  not  be  offended,  replied  Mr. 
Prynne  :  Pray  God  give  you  ears  to  hear."  On  this  trial  the  biihops 
declared  in  open  court,  that  they  held  their  jurildiclion  from  God  only. 
^'iiUe  Trials,  vol  L  p.  461.     IVhithck,  p.  22. 

*  This  fpeech  of  Laud's  pleafcd  Charles  fo  much  that  he  ordered  it 
to  be  printed  and  publiihcd.  1  he  archbifhop  prefixed  to  it  a  flatter- 
ing dedication  to  the  King,  in  which  he  afTerts,  that  blafphemy  againft 
God,  and  flandering  the  footftcps  of  his  anointed,  were  joined  together : 
«  For  he  that  blai'phemcs  God  will  never  flick  at  the  flander^of  his 
prince;  and  he  that  gives  himfelf  the  liberty  to  Hander  his  prince  will 
quickly  afcend  the  next  highefl,  and  blafpheme  God.'*  He  magnified 
the  royal  clemency  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  a  court  of  mercy  as 

^  well 
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The  cruel  fentence  pafTed  on  Prynne,  Burton,  and  Ann.  1657. 
Baftwick,  was  yet  more  cruelly  executed  :  The  hangman 
performed  his  bloody  office  with  an  approved  barbarity. 
Burton's  ears  were  taken  off  fo  clofe,  that  a  confiderable 
branch  of  the  temporal  artery  was  wounded,  and  the 
blood  dreamed  down  the  fcaffold.  Prynnc's  were  hacked 
barbaroufly  ;  he  loft  a  large  piece  of  his  check  with  the 
remainder  of  his  ears,  and  the  executioner  applied  the 
burning  iron  twice  to  the  brandmg  of  one  cheek.  The 
patient  and  even  magnanimous  behaviour  of  the  fuffer- 
ers  heightened  the  pity  and  inclination  of  the  people : 
They  crouded  with  impatience  round  the  fcaffolds,  and 
every  wound  given  by  the  executioner  produced  an  uni- 
verfal  groan  and  lamentation.  The  three  heroes  of  this 
tragic  fcene  harangued  the  populace  in  their  turns: 
Prynne,  with  fome  fenfc  and  dignity,  told  them,  that 
rather  than  have  his  caufe  a  leading  caufe  to  deprive 
the  fubjee^s  of  their  liberty,  he  had  expofed  his  perfon 
to  be  a  leading  example  to  bear  that  ignominious  pu- 
nishment ;  he  proved  to  them  the  illegality  of  the  fen- 
tence pafTed  on  himfelf  and  fellow-fufferers ;  that  there 
was  no  law  in  the  realm  that  authorized  fuch  tyranny, 
the  ftatute  of  queen  Mary  limiting  the  punifhment  of  a 
libeller,  even  of  the  King  or  queen,  to  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  and  one  month's  imprifonment,  no 
corporal   puniQiment,  unlefs  the  delinquent   refufes  to 

well  as  juftice  •,  and  infinuated,  that  the  times  demanded  greater  feve- 
rity  than  had  been  hitherto  exercifed.  Lau^s  Ranains,  vol.  II.  p.  6g, 
(^  feq.     State  Trials. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  defence  he  was  guilty  of  an  abfurd  overfight,  in 
alleging  that  the  King  had  no  enemy,  when  at  the  fame  time  the  fhip- 
writs  fignified  that  the  kingdom  was  in  imminent  danger. 

pay 
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Ann.  1637.  pay  the  fine  ;  in  the  flature  of  Elizabeth,  the  pcnahy  was 
heightened  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  three 
months  imprifonmenr,  but  no  cenfurc  to  be  pafled  un- 
Icfs  it  was  fully  proved  by  two  witnefles,  who  were  to 
produce  a  certificate  of  their  good  demeanor,  for  the 
credit  of  the  report,  or  elfe  the  crime  to  be  confefled  by 
the  libeller  *.  In  the  courfe  of  Prynne's  harangue  he 
told  the  people,  that  the  oiTence  which  himfclf  and  fel- 
lows had  committed  was  the  not  allowing  the  calling  of 
bifhops  to  he  jure  divino ;  that  might  he  be  admitted  fair 
difpute,  he  would  maintain  this  point  againfl  all  the  pre- 
lates in  the  world.  On  this  his  audience  gave  a  loud 
and  general  fliout  f.     The  popularity  thefe  three  men 

*  From  what  Mr.  Prynne  here  advances  it  is  plain,  that  heavy  fines, 
long  imprifonment,  and  thofe  ignominious  piiniihments  of  whipping 
and  the  pillory,  for  writing  libels,  are  contrary  to  ftatute-Iaw.  That 
they  arc  inconfiftent  with  Liberty  is  obvious  ;  fince  it  is  incongruous 
to  tlie  privileges  of  a  freeman  to  be  fubjedl  to  thefe  Haviih  corredions, 
for  other  than  for  crimes  that  debafe  his  nature  as  a  man.  The  con- 
ftitution  of  this  countr>'  has  never  been  purged  from  the  venom  with 
which  it  was  infedted  by  the  eredion  of  the  Star-chamber :  Its  infa- 
mous dodrine  and  fervile  difcipline  have  in  many  inftances  been  adopted 
in  the  courts  of  common  law. 

t  Laud,  whilft  he  was  fitting  in  the  Star-chamber,  being  told  of 
the  nature  of  Prynne's  harangue,  moved,  that  he  might  be  gagged, 
and  have  fome  farther  cenfure  laid  on  him.  This  motion  the  court  did 
not  contradid,  but  waved  it  by  telling  Laud,  that  it  was  beneath  him 
to  notice  what  men  fpake  when  they  were  in  pain  on  the  pillory.  Pnnne 
againjt  Prelates,  p.  44,  i^  feq. 

Of  this  Laud  complains  to  his  friend  Wentworth  in  the  followin<y 
ftrain  :  "  What  fay  you  that  Prynne  and  his  fellows  ftiould  be  fuffered 
to  talk  what  they  pleafed  while  they  ftood  in  the  pillory,  and  win  ac- 
clamations from  the  people,  and  have  notes  taken  of  what  they  fpoke 
and  thole  notes  fpread  in  written  copies  about  the  city  ?  And  that  when 
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had  gained  by  their  fufFerings  was  fo  formidable  to  Laud,  Ann.  1657. 
that  he  procured  aa  order  for  removing  them  from  the 
deftined  places  of  their  confinement  to  Guernfey^  Jerfey, 
and  Scilly  *  with  fpecial  directions  that  they  fliould  be 
conveyed  privately,  and  no  one  to  come  near  them  dur- 
ing their  pafTage ;  they  were  forbid  to  have  any  but  ca- 
nonical books  ;  reftrained  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and  pa- 
per, and  all  communication  whatfoever.  The  wives  of 
Baftwick  and  Burton  were  not  permitted  to  fet  their  feet 
on  the  illands  where  their  hufbands  were  confined  f- 

they  went  out  of  town  to  their  feveral  imprifonments,  there  were  thou- 
fantis  fuffered  to  be  on  the  way  to  take  their  leave,  and  God  knows  ^^ 
what  elfe  ?  When  any  thing  comes  to  be  afted,  be  it  but  the  execu- 
tion of  a  fentence  in  which  lies  the  honour  and  fafety  of  all  juftice,  yet 
there  is  little  or  nothing  done ;  nor  Ihall  I  ever  live  to  fee  it  otherwife." 
Wentworth,  whofe  malice  and  mifchief  was  at  lead  equal  to  Laud,  re- 
turned anfwer,  that  the  eyes  of  the  triumvirate  were  not  fealed  fo  clofc 
as  they  ought  to  have  been. 

This  profligate  tool  of  power  fpit  his  venom  on  a  charafber  that  had 
defervedly  gained  the  applaufe  of  every  good  and  unprejudiced  indivi- 
dual in  the  kingdom-,  this  was  the  patriot  Hampden  •,  of  whom  he  writes 
to  Laud  in  the  following  fcurrilous  ftrain:  "  In  truth,  I  wilh  that  Mr. 
Hampden,  and  others  to  his  likenefs,  were  well  whipt  into  their  right 
fenfcs.  If  that  the  rod  be  fo  ufed  as  that  it  fmarts  not,  I  am  the  more 
forty."     Strafford's  Lettersy  vol.  II.  p.  99,  ^  feq,  p.  119,  158. 

*  Prynne  to  the  caftle  of  Mont-Orgueil  in  the  ifle  of  Jerfey ;  Bur- 
ton to  Caftle-Cornet  in  the  road  of  Guernfey ;  and  Baftwick  to  St, 
Mary's  Caftle  in  the  Ifle  of  Scilly.  During  this  their  rigorous  confine- 
ment, they  had  no  allowance  of  diet  from  the  crown,  but  were  kept 
by  the  charitable  contributions  of  their  friends.  About  this  time, 
Leighton  was  alfo  removed  to  one  of  the  remoteft  prifons  in  the  king- 
dom. Ecbard,  p.  461.  Prynne  againji  Prelates,  Strafford*s  Letters^ 
vol.  II.  p.  85. 

-|-  Laud's  malice  againft  thefe  men  carried  him  fuch  an  abfurd  length, 

that  fome  few  individuals  of  the  town  of  Chefter  having  vifited  Prynne 
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Ann.  1657.  The  next  vi(5lims  to  Laud's  infatiable  rage  were  John 
of  LiWne,  Lilboume  and  John  Wharton,  accufed  in  the  Star-cham- 
ma«on.and  [^j,  f^^  publifhing  forbidden  books.     Thefe  men  refuf- 

^our"  6  ^^^  ^°  ^^^^  ^"  ^^^^  ^°  anfwer  interrogatories,  and  plead- 
&feq.  '  ing  that  no  Englifliman  was  bound  by  the  law  to  accufe 
himfelf,  they  were  condemned  to  be  whipped,  pilloried, 
and  imprifoned.  While  execution  was  performed  on 
Lilbourne,  he  harangued  the  populace,  and  declaimed 
againft  the  tyranny  of  bifliops.  The  Star-chamber  or- 
dered him  to  be  gagged,  and  added  to  his  former  pu- 
nilhment,  the  lying  in  irons,  and  confinement  in  that 
part  of  the  Fleet  where  the  bafeft  and  meanefl  fort  of  pri- 
foners  are  ufed  to  be  put. 

in  his  way  to  Carnarvon,  they  were  profecuted  by  the  High-commif- 
lion  ;  their  houfes  broke  open  and  ranfacked  by  purfuivants ;  fined 
large  fums  of  money ;  and  to  make  public  acknowledgment  of  their 
crimes  in  the  cathedral-church  and  in  the  town-hall  of  Chefter.  All 
the  lediirers  and  preachers  in  the  cicy  were  enjoined,  in  their  lectures 
and  fermons,  to  make  public  exprelTion  of  their  hearty  deteftation  of 
the  offences  for  which  the  three  offenders  were  cenfured.  This  order 
was  fo  well  obeyed  by  fome,  that  the  churches  for  many  days  refounded 
with  the  moft  bitter  inveftives.  This  did  not  fatisfy  Laud :  he  de- 
fcended  to  fo  mean  an  ijiftance  of  malice  as  to  perfecute  a  painter  in 
Chefter  who  had  drawn  fcveral  pi<^urcs  of  Prynne.  All  the  faid  pic- 
tures were,  by  a  warrant  from  the  High-commiffion,  ordered  to  be 
ipoiled  and  defaced,  and  the  frames  to  be  ptiWicly  burnt.  Prynne's 
lervant,  whom  Laud  had  detained  a  prifoner,  having  been  in  vain  at- 
tempted by  promifes  and  threats,  and  conftantly  refufing  to  accufe  his 
mailer,  was  articled  againft  in  the  High-commiffion  court  j  aiad  for  his 
refufal  to  take  an  ex  officio  oath  before  fight  of  the  articles,  the  articles 
were  taken  againft  him  pro  confejfo.  He  was  fined  one  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  King^  coodemned  to  pay  cofts  of  fuir,  (though  there  was  no  pro- 
fecutor  affigned)  excommunicated,,  commuted  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Counter,  and  afterwards  fent  down  to  Wcft^eck-Caftle.  Frynne  againfi 
Prelates^  4  to  pajfim. 

Neither 
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Neither  women,  lunatics,  nor  fools,  efcaped  the  fury  Arm.  1637. 
of  the  archbiQaop's  revenge  and  bigotry.     On  fome  dif^ 
agreeable  news  coming  to  court,  Archibald  Armttrong, 
the  King's  jefter,  feeing  the  prelate  pafs  by,  called  out, 
«  Whaw's  feule  now:"  for  this  offence  the  harmlefs  buf- 
foon, who  by  his  office  had  the  privilege  of  paffing  jokes 
with  impunity,  was  ordered,  by  a  fentence  of  the  coun- 
cil, to  have  his  coat  pulled  over  his  head,  and  to  be  dif- 
miffed  the  King's  fervice.     The  lady  Davies,  a  woman  H«^^n. 
difordered  in  her  fenfes,  for  having  prophefied  Laud's  sandcrVon. 
death,  was  profecuted  in  the  High-commiffion  court.   And  ?*  '°5- 
the  lady  Purbeck,  Sir  Edward  Coke's  daughter,  on  the 
fufpicion  of  having  an  intrigue  with  Sir  Robert  How- 
ard, and  for  fome  words  fpoken  in  refentment  againft 
Laud,  was    condemned    to   do   penanqe   bare-foot,  was 
committed  to  the  Gatehoufe,  and  for  the  fpace  of  fe- 
veral  years  perfecuted  fo  hotly  by  that  prelate,  that  flie 
was  obliged  to  conceal  herfelf  in  different  parts  of  the 
dominions,  and  at  length  made  her  efcape  in  mens  cloaths, 
and  fled  to  France ;  where  yet  flie  did  not  find  repofe 
from  the  malice,  of  her  enemies.     Sir  Robert  Howard, 
who  had  been  once  refcued  by  the  parliament  from  an 
arbitrary  feizure,  was  now,  without  any  regular  proceed- 
ing paffed  againft  him,  committed  to  prifon,  and  there 
ordered  to  lie  till  he  fliould  produce  the  perfon  of  the 
abfconded  female.     He  was  at  length  releafed  on  his 
giving  a  bond  of  one  thoufand  pounds  that  he  would 
never  fee   the  lady  Purbeck  again.     The  poor  woman's 
perfecution  did  not  ceafe  here:  an  exprefs  meffenger  with 
a  privy-feal  was  fent  after  her,  to  fummon  her  into  Eng- 
land, under  pain  of  being  farther  proceeded  againft. 
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One  Bowyer,  who  was  half  tnad,  for  having  fpread 
a  report  of  Laud,  that  he  was  under  cenfure  for  corrc- 
fpondency  with  the  pope,  was  committed  to  clofe  con- 
finement to  Bridewell  during  life ;  fined  three  thoufand 
pounds;  to  be  fet  in  the  pillory  at  Weftminfter  and 
Cheapfide,  with  a  paper  on  his  head  acknowledging  his 
offence ;  to  be  branded  in  the  forehead  with  the  letters 
L  and  R,  and  to  have  his  ears  nailed  to  the  pillory  at 
Reading. 


Hume's  Hift.      SoMt  young  gentlemen  ot  Lincoln's  Inn  having;,  on  a 

voUI.p.  216.     *  4        ^-t  ,  ,.,.,, 

time  that  they  were  heated  with  wme,  drank  "  Confufion 
to  the  archbifliop,"  the  revengeful  prelate  cited  them  be- 
fore the  Star-chamber :  they  efcaped,  with  difficulty,  the 
difcipHne  of  this  court,  by  faying,  that  one  of  the 
drawers,  the  only  evidence  againft  them,  was  miflaken, 
and  that  they  had  drank  "  Confufion  to  the  archbiOiop's 
enemies  *." 

Ruftworih,        Amo??c  the  violations  of  the  Petition  of  Rieht,  therr 
&feq.  tfras  at  this  time  a  complaint  made,  that  Sir  Robert  Berk- 

ley  had  refufed  bail  or  releafe  upon  their  Habeas  Cor- 
pus to  Jennings,  Pargiter,  and  Danvers,  three  men  who 

*  6cforfe  I  conclude  this  detail  of  the  adls  of  violence  and  tyranny 
cotamitted  by  Laud,  and  through  his  means,  I  muft  remark  the  cafe 
of  one  Foxly,  a  divine,  who  had  fhewed  himfelf  zealous  in  the  bufinefs 
of  buying  in  impropriations.  The  houfe  of  this  man  was  rifled  by 
virtue  of  a  general  warrant  to  fcarch  for  Popifh  books  and  fufpe(5lcd 
perfons  ;  and  himfelf,  without  any  judicial  proceeding  againft  him,  cbfe 
jmprifoned  twenty  months,  to  the  great  damage  of  his  health,  denied 
the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  the  company  of  his  wife  and  friends. 
Prynne's  Trial  of  Laud,  p.  38  7,  fc?  fe^, 

had 


CHARLES 


L 


Si's 


had  been  committed  by  the  King  and  council,     Berkley  Ana.  1637; 
had  denied  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  feveral  individuals 
who  had  demanded  them;    and  when  they  had  been 
granted,  he  conftantly  remanded  the  prifoners,  though 
they  were  by  the  law  clearly  bailable  *. 

The  enormous,  yet  increafing  height  of  i^o^^^chical  Many^rcfoi^ 
tyranny  which  raged  at  this  time  in  England,  together  native  coubt 
with  the  fmall  profpedt  of  redrefs  the  times  promifed,  ^^' 
o<::cafioned  numbers  of  the  natives  to  fell  their  eftates, 
and  to  (hip  themfelves  off  for  America,  there  to  enjoy  a 
Liberty  loft  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  f-     But 
thofe  avowed  deftroyers  of  all  the  rights  of  humanity, 

♦  The  monopolies  and  other  Impofitions  of  this  year  were.  The  ereft- 
ing  a  company  of  rtialtfters  and  brewers,  with  a  prohibition  that  none 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  out-dwellers  for 
four  miles  extant,  fhould,  without  a  licence  to  be  had  of  the  faid  com- 
pany, make  malt  or  brew  beer. 

A  fpccial  commiCTion  for  licenfing  the  keeping  of  hackney-coaches 
and  horfes,  granted  to  the  marquis  of  Hamilton. 

An  office  erected  for  the  fealing  of  butter,  with  a  power  to  the  com- 
miffioners  to  go  and  enfc  into  fairs,  markets,  (hops,  warehoufes,  ports, 
harbours,  (hips,  ve(rcls,  abd  other  places  whatfoever,  to  fearch  and  dif- 
cover  butter  put  to  fale  uhbranded,  or  branded  with  any  counterfeit 

brand.  ^ 

Another  commiflTion  was  ere(5led  for  the  marking  of  cafks,  with  the 
fame  power  of  entrance  into  (hops,  warehoufes,  houfes,  and  cellars. 
Rymer^s  Fcedera,  vol.  XX. 

f  In  the  year  1635,  the  lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  the  lord  Brook,  fent 
one  Fenwick  to  prepare  a  retreat  for  them  and  their  friends  on  the 
continent  of  America.  In  confequence  of  this  commifiion,  a  fmall 
town  was  built,  and  called  by  their  joint  names,  Saybrook.  JValpole's 
Catalogue  sf  Royal  and  Noble  Authors^,  ed.  1759,  vol.  I.  p.  206. 
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AMtui6if.  the  bofom-friends  and  minifters  of  Charles,  unwilling 
that  their  fellow-citizens  fliould  any  where  poflefs  the 
blefllngs  of  Freedom,  prevailed  with  their  mailer  to  iflue 
out  a  proclamation,  debarring  the  adventurers  accefs  to 
thofe  uncultivated  fhores.  Eight  fhips  lying  in  the 
Thames,  and  ready  to  fail,  were  flayed  by  an  order  of 
the  council  *.  Embarked  in  thefe  were  Sir  Arthur  Ha- 
zelrig,  John  Hampden,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  three  men 
of  fpirit,  who  refolved  for  ever  to  abandon  a  country 
where  the  laws  had  loft  their  power  to  proteifl,  and  fly 
to  the  other  extremity  of  the  globe,  there  to  endure  a 
painful  folitude  in  wild  defarts,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a 
government  that  degraded  their  fpecies  beneath  the  con- 
•    dition  of  beafts !  f 

*  A  warrant  was  likewife  given  to  the  lord-admiral  to  remand  back 
thofe  minifters  who  had  already  left  England  without  the  approbation 
of  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  or  bilhop  of  London. 

f  Laud  cxprcfles  to  Wentworth  his  furprize  at  this  inclination,  on 
the  latter*s  having  complained  that  he  wanted  men  to  complete  the 
plantations  of  Ormond  and  Clare :  "  I  am  forry  that  you  want  men  to 
fill  that  marvellous  great  work  for  the  honour  and  profit  of  the  King, 
and  fecurity  of  the  nation.  This  is  the  more  confiderable  a  great  deal, 
that  you  fliould  want  men  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  while  there  fhould 
be  here  fuch  an  univerfal  running  into  New- England.  But  thus  it  is, 
when  men  think  nothing  is  their  advantage  but  to  run  from  govern- 
ment."   Strafford's Lctiers,  vol  II,  p,  i6^. 
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CHAP.       V. 

Slafe  of  religion  in  Scotland. Commotions  in  that  kingdom,' 

I'be  King  and  the  Scots  prepare  for  war. Conduct  of  the  de* 

puty  of  Ireland. Arbitrary  oaths  impofed  there  and  in  Eng^ 

land. I'be  King's  forces  retreat  before  the  Scots. — ^—Faci^ 

feat  ion. Naval  engagement  in  the  Downs. ^-^^^Difjimula^ 

tion  of  Charles. Scotch  tranfadHons. Preparations  for  an^ 

other  war. Parliament  in  Ireland. Parliament  in  Eng^ 

kind. Dijfolution, A£ls  of  power, Convocation 

Impofitions Retreat  of  the  Englijh  forces Council  of 

peers.y    ■     Treaty  of  Rippon. 

npHE  grievances  under  which  England  laboured  were  Ann.  1637, 
•*•  fo  oppreflive^  that  the  nation  may  juftly  be  re- 
proached for  its  feeming  infenfibility.  Life,  freedom  of 
perfon,  and  pofleflion  of  property,  were  held  by  a  pre- 
carious tenure.  The  laws,  difarmed  of  their  wonted 
power  to  protecft,  lay  proftrate  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,, 
to  be  trampled  upon  with  impunity :  nor  was  the  condi- 
tion of  any  individual  ia  the  kingdom  great  enough  to 
feeure  him  from  the  la(h  of  royal  and  ecclefiaftical  pre- 
rogative. Notwiihftanding  a  fervitude  thus  miferable  and 
ignominiaus,  the  patriot  party  found  it  impoflible  to 
roufe  the  heavy  multitude  to  action,  or  engage  them  to 
refiil  the  growing  evil.  The  patient  herd  yet  waited  their 
redrefs  from  parliament,^  though  there  was  not  at  this 
time  a  profpec^  that  the  King  would  ever  be  reduced  to 
the  necefiity  of  calling  one.  Not  the  mod  diftant  hopes 
of  relief  fubfifted,  when  a  fmall  cloud  began  to  rife  in 
the  Norths  increafmg  its  ominous  appearance,  till  it  pra 

diicedl 


y 


4<i 


ts^ 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


Ana.  1637.  duced  a  ftorm  which  fpread  itfelf  all  over  th^Britifli  do- 
minions,  and  at  length  defcended  with  memorable  exe- 
cution on  that  complicated  fabric  of  imperious  power  ^ 
which  had  many  years  domineered  in  this  country. 

The  Scots  had  a  long  time  murmured  at  the  innova- 
tions  made  by  Charles  and  his  father  in  their  ecclefiafli- 
cal  and  civil  liberties :  thefe  murmurs,  by  repeated  pro- 
vocations, arofe  to  a  mutiny,  and  that  mutiny  to  an 
avowed  affociation  to  defend  the  conftitution  of  their 
country  againft  the  dangerous  invafion  of  the  crown.  To 
Ihew  the  nature  of  thofe  injuries  which  urged  this  brave 
and  fpirited  people  to  arm  in  defence  of  their  violated 
rights,  and  thus  to  lead  the  way  to  Freedom  and  to  Glory, 
it  will  be  necefTary  to  take  the  fubjed  up  higher  than  the 
prefent  period,  and  fliew  the  illicit  fteps  of  power  that 
were  taken  in  the  preceding  reign. 

^  ,.       The  government  of  the  reformed  church   of  Scot- 
state  of  reli-  o  ^     ,        ,  .        1  r     1    J  ^1- 

gion  in  Scot-  land  was,  by  the  flate  of  that  kmgdom,  fettled  on  the 
^^'  plan  of  the  churches  of  Switzerland  ;  and  the  preferva- 

tion  of  its  difcipline  was  committed  to  the  care  of  pref- 
byteries,  provincial  and  national  fynods.     Nor  did  the 
prelates  obtain  other  favour,  than  leave  to  enjoy  their 
revenues,  on   the  condition   that   they  fliould   embrace 
Spotfwood,   the  reformation,  and  maintain  minifters.     Queen  Mary, 
P-  *7S-        affilled  with  the  Popiih  party  in  the  kingdom,  found 
means  to  prevent  the  parliament  from  pafling  an  adl: 
whereby  epifcopacy  ihould  be  exprefly  aboliflied.     Never- 
thelefs,  the  national  fynod,  or  general  affembly,  to  whom 
from  their  firft  inftitucion  was  entrufted  a  great  autho- 
rity, folemnly  approved  of  the  Geneva  difcipline,  and  pa- 
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rity  among  minifters.  In  1587*  after  many  ftruggles  Ann.  1637. 
of  the  court  to  re-eftablifli  epifcopacy,  and  after  fome 
ac^s  of  parliament  had  been  obtained  in  favour  of  bi- 
fliops,  the  parliament  annexed  to  the  crown  all  the  lord-  ";,fjn^J^,;i. 
Ihips  and  baronies  appertaining  to.  archbiftiops,  biChops,  r»62.&fe<i. 
abbots,  &c.  In  15*92,  all  the  adts  in  favour  of  prelacy 
were  repealed,  and  the  jurifdidlion  of  biihops  aboliflied. 
This  ad  was  confirmed  in  1593  J  and  in  1^94  the  au- 
thority of  prefbyteries  was  folemnly  acknowledged.  King 
James,  who  was  continually  entering  into  projeds  to  en- 
large his  power,  found  that  epifcopacy  was  a  necefTary 
eftatc  in  parliament,  and  carried  an  adt  in  1597,  which 
granted  the  privilege  of  a  voice  to  the  whole  church,  and, 
under  that  name,  to  bifliops  and  abbots,  even  as  in  times 
of  Popery  j  but  this  was  to  be  no  prejudice  to  the  eftab- 
liflied  difcipline  and  jurifdidion  of  the  church. 

To  filence  the  oppofition  which  this  occafioned,  James  Spotfwood. 
called  a  general  aflcmbly,  held  at  Montrofs  in   the  year  LVinivoUX. 
1600,  and  prefiding  himfelf,  he  prefTed  fo  earneftly  the  p-3'9'^'^"^^- 
confirming  the  ad  which  the  parliament  of   1597   had 
granted  in  favour  of  bifliops,  that  the  aflembly,  rather 
than  fuifcr  the  inconveniency  of  a  rupture  with  a  prince 
who  was   every  day  growing  more  powerful,  complied 
with  his  requeft,  under  the  following  conditions :  "  That 
the  bifliops  fliould  obtain  a  commiflion  from  the  gene- 
ral aflembly,  to  whom  they   fliould  be  accountable   for 
the  difcharge  of  their  oflice  ^  that  they  fliould  move  no- 
thing without  an  e^^prefs  order  from  the  church,  nor 
be  filent  when  its  liberties  were  in  quellion  ;  that  they 
fliould  fubmit   iheir  condud  to  the   cenfure  of  the  na- 
tional fynod,  without  appeal ;   that  they  fliould  not  en- 
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Aim.  J637.  deavour  to  enlarge  their  benefices,  to  the  burden  of  mi- 
nifters,  nor  fuffer  them  to  go  to  decay,  nor  difpofe  of 
any  thing  belonging  to  them  without  the  confent  of  the 
King  and  general  aflembly ;  that  they  fliould  exercife  the 
fundions  of  paflors  in  their  own  congregations,  be  fub- 
je<5l  to  the  cenfure  of  their  own  prefbyteries,  the  provin- 
cial and  general  aflembly,  like  the  reft  of  the  minifters 
that  were  not  commiflioncd  j  that  they  (hould  ufurp  no 
power  or  jurifdidion  beyond  others  ;  and  that  they  (hould 
not  be  members  of  the  general  aflembly,  unlefs  they  were 
exprefly  deputed  by  their  prefbyteries." 

When  James  acceded  to  the  throne  of  England,  he 
acquired  fuch  an  additional  influence  over  the  Scotch 
parliament,  by  the  emoluments  he  was  enabled  to  be- 
llow on  the  individuals  of  that  naxion.that  in  i  606  the 
av5lof  annexation  was  annulled-,  and  in  1609  the  autho- 
rity, privileges,  and  jurifdidlion,  of  prelacy  were  reflored, 
and  the  bifliops  took  pofl!eflion  of  the  government  of 
the  church,  notwithftanding  the  conditions  of  the  Mon- 
trofs  aflembly,  none  of  w^hich  had  ever  been  performed 
by  them.  The  general  ailembly  protcfled  againft  the 
a(ft,  and  affirmed  the  parliament  had  no  power,  with- 
out their  confent,  to  reftore  a  fpiritual  oflice  which  had 
been  aboliflied  This  having  a  great  q[Tq^  upon  the 
people,  James  called  a  general  afl[embly,  to  be  held  at 
Glafgow;  and  by  tlic  help  of  the  bilhops,  who  had  now 
a  great  influence  in  ele(ftions,  he  gained  before-hand  a 
majority  of  votes,  and  accordingly  the  corrupt  afl^cmbly 
gave  its  voice,  that  the  bifliops  fliould  rcfume  their  fpi- 
ritual fun(5lion,  and  the  government  of  the  church.  In 
1617,  the  parliament,  which  was  now  entirely  at  the  devo^ 
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tion  of  the  crown,  ordained  that  biihops  fliould  be  elected  Ann.  1637. 
by  chapicrs,  and  confecrated  by  the  accuftomcd  rig! as. 

After  epifcopacy  was  thus  fully  reflored,  James,  who 
had  contracted  an  averfion  for  every  thing  that  belonged  to 
Calvinifm,  and  entertained  a  vehement  dcflre  to  introduce 
into  Scotland  the  dodlrine,  as  well  as  the  difcipline,  of 
the  church  of  England,  impofcd  upon  that  kingdom  the 
five  articles  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of 
his  reign.  The  bifliops  now  bore  an  abfolute  fway  in 
prefbyteries ;  and  by  making  themfelves  moderators,  the 
general  alFembly  was  compofed  of  deputies  of  their  own 
eledlion  :  this  new  innovation,  therefore,  was  confirmed 
by  one  held  at  Perth  in  the  year  i  6  i  7  *.  James,  who 
now  drove  on  at  a  furious  rate,  fet  up  in  Scotland,  by 
his  own  authority,  a  High-commifllon,  though  the  Scots 
had  never  even  complimented  their  King  with  being  fu- 
preme  head  of  the  Church.  If  any  oppofltion  yet  re- 
mained, it  v^ras  conquered  by  the  feverities  which  this 
new  court  of  judicature  exercifcd  ;  and  an  aflembly  at 
Aberdeen  agreed,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  draw  up  a 
liturgy  to  be  ufed  in  every  church  in  Scotland. 

The  pafllon  James  had  for  rooting  out  Calvinifm  was 
at  length  diverted  by  an  objedt  which  engaged  his  whole 
attention,  the  matching  his  fon  with  a  daughter  of 
Spain ;  and  the  church  of  Scotland,  defaced  in  its  form, 

*  To  render  the  church  more  at  his  devotion,  James,  when  in  pof- 
fefTion  of  the  regal  revenue  of  England,  made  an  addition  to  the  fti- 
pcnds  of  the  minifters  \  which,  on  their  (hewing  a  rcluflance  to  com- 
ply with  this  innovation,  was  ftopped  for  a  whole  year  before  this  ai- 
fembly  was  called.     Spoifwood^  p.  536. 
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Ann.  1637.  and  innovated  in  its  difcipline  and  faith,  was  fuffercd  for 
fome  time  to  remain  in  rcpofe :  It  was  left  to  the  more 
zealous  and  more  inflexible  fon  to  complete  what  the  fa- 
ther had  left  unfiniflied. 

■m 

Charles,  when  he  had,  as  he  thought,  firmly  cflab- 
lifhed  an  uncontroled,  unlimited  power  over  Great  Bri- 
tain,  ferioufly  entered  into  the  project:  of  bringing  about 
in  the  three  kingdoms  a  perfed  conformity  to  that 
form  of  worfliip  he  deemed  moft  agreeable  to  abfolute 
monarchy.  We  have  feen  that  James,  in  his  fcheme  of 
enlarging  his  authority,  endeavoured  to  corrupt  the  de- 
mocratical  powers  in  church  and  flatc,  and  render  them 
the  means  of  their  own  deftrutftion  :  The  more  un- 
daunted Charles  kicked  them  out  of  the  conflitution, 
and  as  he  had  entirely  difcarded  parliaments  in  Eng« 
land,  fo  he  never  fufFered  a  national  fynod  to  meet  in 
Scotland. 


In  the  year  1633,  when  he  returned  from  that  king- 
dom, he  left  in  charge  with  the  bifliops  there  to  com- 
to!Tp°83.  P^^^  ^  liturgy  and  a  book  of  canons  :  Thefe  were  to  be 
tranfmitted  into  England  for  Laud's  approbation,  who 
called  to  his  alliftance  Juxon  biOiop  of  London  and  Wren 
bifhop  of  Norwich  ;  this  lail  equalled  the  primate  in  bi- 
gotry, and  in  fournefs  of  difpofition.  Notwithftanding 
the  fceming  triumphant  ftate  of  the  monarch,  the  men 
of  power  and  intereft  in  Scotland  did  not  fo  readily  yield 
to  his  pretenfions  as  they  had  fubmitted  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  his  father.  The  fplendor  of  his  ellate,  at  his 
acceflion  to  the  triple  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
had,  by  its  novelty  and  brilliancy,  dazzled  their  eyes  ; 
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the  abjedlnefs  of  the  Englifli  nobility  had  infec5led  them  Ann.  1637. 
with  a  like  tind  of  fervility  ;  the  profufion  of  favours 
which  the  prodigal  James  had  laviihed  on  them  ren- 
dered them  for  fome  time  blind  to  the  concerns  of  their 
real  interefts  -,  but  many  circumftances  now  concurred 
to  take  away  that  film  of  venality  which  had  fo  long 
obfcured  their  judgment.  Thofe  golden  dreams  of  con- 
tinuing the  fpecial  favourite  of  a  powerful  monarch, 
of  being  conilantly  fed  with  the  riches  of  England, 
whilil  they  yet  enjoyed  their  own  conflitution,  were  now 
vaniflied,  and  the  difmal  profpec^  fucceeded  of  their 
country  finking  into  a  province  to  a  ilate  governed  by 
tyrannic  fway.  The  weight  of  the  yoke  which  they 
had  helped  to  fix  on  their  own  necks  grew  infupporta- 
ble.  The  bifliops,  who  enjoyed  the  largeft  fliare  of  the  the  oX'^of 
pious  King's  favours,  exerted  their  new-acquired  autho-  Hamiiron. 
rity  with  a  provoking  impcrioufnefs :  not  fatisfied  with 
the  general  High  commiflTion,  they  produced  warrants 
from  the  King  for  fctting  up  fuch  a  jurifdidiion  in  their 
feveral  diocefcs  ;  this  was  put  in  pradice  by  the  bifliop 
of  Galloway.  They  exacted  a  new  oath  of  intrants,  in 
which  ihey  were  obliged  to  obey  the  articles  of  Penh  *, 
and  fubmit  to  the  defigned  liturgy  and  canons.  They 
got  one  Learmonih,  a  minifter,  prefentcd  abbot  of  Lin- 
dores,  and  entered  into  a  project,  which  was  counte- 
nanced by  the  King,  to  get  the  ftate  of  abbots,  with  the 
revenue  and  power  belonging  to  it,  reftored  into  the 
hands  of  churchmen.  Not  contented  with  fuch  a  pleni- 
tude  of   fpiritual  jurifdidtion,   they  voracioufly   grafped 

♦  At  the  pafling  the  articles  of  Perth,  it  had  been  expredy  condi^ 
tioned,  that  none  fliould  be  obliged  to  conform  to  them. 
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Ana.  1657.  the  civil  oiHces,  which  were  dealt  out  to  them  with  a 
bountiful  hand  by  their  bigoted  mafter.  Spotfwood 
archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's  was  created  chancellor,  nine 
bifliops  were  privy-counfellors  j  they  polIefTed  places  in 
the  Exchequer,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the 
firft  inftitution  of  the  college  of  juftice,  half  of  which 
were  to  be  churchmen.  Befides  thefc  grievances,  which 
were  highly  refented  by  the  Scotch  nobility,  the  manner 
in  which  Charles  had  impofed  on  themnhe  law  of  rc- 
fumption  of  the  crown-lands  ;  and  the  law  wliich  en- 
larged his  power  in  ecclefiaftical  matters,  ^r.d  confirmed 
religion  in  its  prefent  flate,  rendered  them  quite  defperate. 
They  concluded  very  judicioufly,  that  the  phyfic  muft  be 
violent  which  reftored  the  conftiiu.ion  to  its  natural  health 
and  beauty.  Thefe  fentimcnts  were  concealed  with  the 
utmoft  caution;  they  waited  with  iinpuience  the  oppor- 
tunity when  Charles,  by  anacfl  of  apparent  illegal  power, 
fliould  convince  the  multitude  that  the  times  demanded 
a  determined  oppofition. 

The  nature  of  the  canons  and  liturgy  that  were  to  be 
impofed  on  the  nation  was  no  fccret  to  them  j  and  it  is 
faid  that  both  fides  eagerly  expected  their  publication  ;  the 
bifliops  to  poiTefs  an  addition  to  their  power,  and  the  no. 
biliiy  and  difcontented  minifters  the  occafion  that  fliould 
provoke  the  already-enraged  multitude  to  mutiny  * 

So  wanton  were  Charles  and  Laud  in  the  exercife  of 
their  power,  fo  much  did  they  defpifc  any  fuppofed  op- 

*  The  extreme  feverity  with  which  the  non  conformifts  had  been 
lately  ufed  in  England,  inflamed  the  averfion  which  the  Scots  had  to 
the  government  of  bifhops.     Larny,  vol  I.  p.  22'S.  ■ 
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pofition,  that  the  canons,  which  ordained  a  puncftual  Ann.  1637. 
compliance  with  the  liturgy,  were  publilhed  a  whole 
year  before  the  people  were  fuppofed  to  know  what  that 
liturgy  was.  The  canons  ihemfelves  were  of  the  mod 
oflenfive  kind,  containing  matters  fo  fuperflitious  and 
arbitrary,  that  they  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  tliC 
people  what  part  it  behoved  them  to  act  on  the  intro- 
duction of  the  liturgy.  They  aflerted,  that  the  King's 
power  and  prerogatives  were  in  every  thing  equal  to 
thofe  of  the  Jewifli  kings,  abfolute  and  unlimited.  They 
ordained,  that  no  ecclefiaftic  fliould  become  bound  for 
any  man  ;  that  no  affembly  of  the  clergy  Ihould  be 
called  but  by  the  King  only ;  that  ecclefiaftical  perfons. 
dying  without  heirs  of  their  body,  (hould  leave  a  good 
part  of  their  eftate  to  the  church,  and  tho'  they  fliould 
have  children,  yet  to  leave  fome  to  the  church. ;  that  the 
clergy  fliould  have  no  private  meetings  for  expounding, 
the  fcriptures  ;  that  they  fliould  not  pray  extempore,  but 
be  obliged  to  pray  by  the  printed  form  prefer i bed  in  the 
liturgy  ;  that  whofoever  fliould  aifirna  that^  the  form  of 

• 

worfliip  inferted  in  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer,  and  . 
Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments,  did  contain  any  thing 
repugnant  to  the  fcriptures,  or  were  corrupt,  fuperftir 
tious,  or  unlawful,  in  the  fervice  and  worfliip  of  God, 
fliould  be  excommunicated,  and  not  be  reftored  but  by 
the  bifliop  of  the  place,  or  archbifliop  of  the  province, 
after  his  repentance  and  public  revocation  of  that  wicked 
error;  that  no  one  fliould  teach  fchool  without  a  licence 
from  the  bifliop  of  the  diocefe  ;  that  neither  excommu- 
nication fliould  be  pronounced,  or  abfolution  given,  but 
by  approbation  of  the  bifliop  ;  that  prefl^yters  fliould 
uot  reveal  what  they  received  in  confeffion,  except  their. 
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Ann.  1637.  lives  becamc  forfeited  by  concealment ;  that  no  perfon 
ftiould  be  admitted  in  holy  orders,  or  perform  any  eccle- 
fiaftical  function,  without  firft  fubfcribing  thefe  canons. 

Notwithstanding  the  effedt  that  this  publication 
mud  have  on  a  people  averfe  to  flavery,  and  who  ab- 
horred the  mod  ditlant  approach  towards  Popery,  yet 
fuch  was  the  excellent  order  in  which  the  multitude  were 
kept  by  thofe  who  guided  the  popular  counfcls,  that  no- 
thing like  a  mutinous  fpirit  appeared  in  the  nation  for 
the  whole  year  that  thefe  were  promulged  before  the 
reading  of  the  liturgy.  The  general  difquiet  was  vented 
in  fuch  low  murmurs,  that  the  bifliops  exulted  in  a  fan- 
cied fecurity  that  the  royal  commands  would  meet  with 
an  obfequious  obedience.  The  liturgy  intended  to  be 
impofed  on  Scotland  was  copied  from  that  of  England, 
except  fome  alterations  which  feemed  to  approach  nearer 
the  do<5lrine  of  tranfubftantiation  *. 

*  One  of  the  alcerations  was  in  the  confecrating  prayer.  **  Sanftify 
by  thy  word  and  fpirit  thefe  creatures  of  bread  and  wine,  that  they 
may  be  to  us  the  body  and  blood  of  thy  beloved  fon."  One  ot  the 
reafons  which  Charles,  in  a  declaration,  gave  for  thefe  alteritions,  was, 
that  the  Roman  party  might  not  upbraid  us  with  any  material  differ- 
ence in  our  liturgy.  Mad  Motteville,  a  domeftic  of  Ann  of  Auftria, 
in  her  Memoirs  of  that  Princefs's  Life,  fays.  That  Charles  put  the 
fervice-book  into  his  queen's  hand,  telling  her,  he  would  have  her  pe- 
rufe  it,  that  flie  might  fee  how  near  they  came  to  the  faith.  Guthrie 
the  hiltorian  obferves,  that  Laud  had  a  view  to  farther  n  finements  in 
theE.nglifh  liturgy,  in  compiling  a  new  one  for  Scotland,  which  had  in 
it,  both  in  the  dodlrinal  and  exterior  part,  more  of  Popery  than  that 
which  was  at  this  time  obfervcd  in  England.  May's  Ilijloiy  of  the  Pci" 
Uame  t  cf  England^  fol.  ed.  1647,  p.  31,  i^  fcq.  Fdhrs  Church  /  • '. 
book  XI.  p.  160,  yj  /eg.  Ctiihriis  General  Hiji.  cf  EnglancU  vc.  'II. 
p.  qi^, 
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On  the  flxteenth  of  July  i  637,  the  miniflers  in  Edin-  Ann.  1637. 
burgh  intimated  from  their  pulpits,  that  the  next  fab- 
bath  the  new  fervicc-book  would  be  read  in  all  the 
churches  :  This  intelligence  was  received  by  their  feve- 
ral  congregations  with  an  apparent  compofure ;  and,  on 
the  appointed  day,  the  bifhop  of  Edinburgh  came  in 
great  ftate  from  Holyrood-houfe  to  afliil  at  St.  Gileses, 
the  cathedral-church  of  the  city.  No  fooner  was  the  fa-  commotiow 
tal  book  opened,  and  the  dean  arrayed  in  his  furplice  Jj"^^***'  ^'"S" 
began  to  read,  than  the  multitude  raifed  a  frightful  out- 
cry, clapping  their  hands  and  exclaiming,  «  A  pope !  a 
pope!  antichrift!  flone  him  I  (lone  him!"  The  bifhop 
then  mounted  the  pulpit,  and  prepared  to  reprove  the 
people ;  but  an  old  woman  flinging  a  llool  at  his  head, 
he  quickly  retreated  from  that  place  of  eminence  *  Spotf- 
wood  the  chancellor  commanded  the  provoil,  and  the 
other  magiftrates  of  the  city,  to  fupprefs  the  diforders  : 
They  turned  the  mod  clamorous  of  the  multitude  out  of 
the  church,  and  the  dean  proceeded  to  read  the  liturgy. 
He  was  not  at  all  attended  to  by  the  remaining  congre- 
gation ;  and  thofe  that  were  without  broke  the  windows, 
and  continued  to  pelt  the  reverend  paftors  with  ftones  and 
dirt :  It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the  bifhop  got 
home  in  a  whole  fkin. 

In  this  firfl  onfet  there  appeared  no  a(51:ors  but  of  the 
lower  fort  of  people  f.  Traquaire  the  treafurer,  who  had 
been  the  only  layman  confulted  in  thofe  matters,  in  his 

*  Bifhop  Guthry  fays,  that  it  was  concerted  among  Alexander  Hen- 
derfon  and  other  minifters,  that  the  women  Ihould  begin  the  tumult. 
Cuth.  Alemojrs,  p.  20,  U  feq. 

t  The  populace  were  wittily  compared  to  Balaam's  afs,  whofe  moutjf 
the  Lord  had  opened.     Smollett's  Complete  Hift.  vol.  VII.  p.  148. 
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Ann.  1637.  difpatches  to  the  court,  laid  great  blame  on  the  bifliops 
for  the  violence  and  forwardnefs  of  their  condudl,  and 
fcemed  to  infinuate,  that  the  King's  commands  might, 
with  a  more  circumfpedt  carriage  in  the  prelates,  be 
eafily  accomplilhed,  without  farther  refiftance.  At  the 
defire  of  the  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh,  the  council  in- 
terdiifled  the  reading  the  liturgy  till  the  people  fliould 
•  be  more  difpofed  to  receive  it ;  and  all  things  continued 
in  a  ilate  of  quietnefs  for  fome  time:  But  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  October,  when  the  harveft  was  over,  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  flocked  to  the  metropolis 
to  petition  againft  the  fcrvice-book  ;  and  now  the  men  of 
rank  and  property  avowed  their  difcontent.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Hendcrfon  and  Mr.  James  Bruce,  two  minifters 
who  had  been  charged  to  read  the  liturgy  under  pain 
of  horning,  fupplicated  the  council  for  a  fufpenfion  of 
their  charge,  pleading,  that  in  matters  of  God's  wor- 
Ihip  they  were  not  bound  to  a  blind  obedience  ;  and 
that  the  reformation  of  religion  was,  by  the  independent 
conftiturion  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  left  to  the  care 
of  general  aflemblies.  The  council,  to  the  great  morti- 
fication of  tlie  bidiops,  difmifled  the  minifters  without 
any  marks  of  difpleafure,  and  moreover  promifed  to  re- 
fer their  petition  to  the  King.  In  vain  did  the  council 
ifTue  out  proclamations  to  difpcrfe  the  multitude :  They 
bcfet  the  council-houfe,  and  threatened  to  kill  all  within, 
unlefs  they  engaged  to  join  in  oppofition  to  the  fervice- 
book,  and  to  reftore  to  their  pulpits  three  filenced  mini- 
fters, Ramfay,  Rollock,  and  Hendcrfon. 

These  tumults  were  fuececded  by  an  orderly  deputa- 
tion of  commiflioners  to   prefent  two  petitions  to   the 

4  council 


council  againft  the  fervice-book  and  book  of  canoils ;  Ann.  1637. 
one  from  the  men,  women,  children,  and  fcrvants  in 
Edinburgh,  and  the  other  in  the  name  of  the  noblemen, 
gentry,  minifters,  and  burgeftes.  Charles  was  little  in- 
clined to  give  fatisfadlory  anfwers  to  the  petitioners,  the 
moft  forward  of  which  he  was  determined  to  punifli  fe- 
verely.  He  commanded  the  privy-council  to  put  out  a 
proclamation,  avowing  a  deteftation  of  Popery  and  fu- 
perftition,  and  that  nothing  fliould  be  allowed  within 
his  dominions  but  what  tended  to  the  advancement  of 
true  religion,  as  at  prefent  profcfTed  ;  nor  was  any  thing 
intended  againft  the  laudable  laws  of  that  kingdom. 
This  was  little  calculated  to  appcafe  the  growing  difcon- 
tent, fince  "  religion  at  prefent  profefled"  contained  the 
hierarchy ;  and  every  body  knew  that  the  King  under- 
ftood  that  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  gave  him  a  power 
to  impofc  on  his  fubjedls  what  alteration  in  the  forms 
of  religion  he  pleafed.  The  earl  of  Traquairc  went  to 
London  to  lay  the  ftate  of  affairs  fully  before  the  King, 
and  to  endeavour  to  make  him  delift.  from  his  attempt. 

In  every  circumftance  of  this  national  difcontent  fymp- 
toms  had  appeared  which  threatened  a  dangerous  infur- 
redlion  ;  yet  was  the  King  inflexible  j  no  arguments  could 
prevail  on  him  to  give  his  people  affurances  that  they 
Ihould  not  be  prefled  to  conform  to  any  farther  innova- 
tions in  matters  of  religion.  All  that  he  could  be 
brought  to  was,  to  ifTue  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  Ann.  1638. 
pardoned  all  paft  oflences  ;  but  forbad  them  to  alFemble 
again  on  pain  of  high-treafon  ;  and  that  no  perfon  fliould 
prefume  to  approach  Stirling,  whither  the  council  was 
removed,  without  permiflion.     He  commanded  all  no- 
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Ann.  1638.  blemen,  gentlemen,  and  others,  not  belonging  to  the 
council  or  court  of  jullicc,  to  quit  that  town  in  fix  hours, 
otherwife  they  Ihould  be  declared  traitors.  The  day  af- 
ter publilhing  this  proclamation  at  Stirling,  the  earls  of 
Home  and  Lindfey  read  a  proteftation,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  againil  it :  This  was  afterwards  repeated  at 
Lithgow  and  Edinburgh.  From  this  crifis  the  oppofition 
carried  a  very  formidable  appearance.  The  mutineers 
became  fo  enraged,  that  they  talked  of  putting  the  chan- 
cellor (Spotfwood)  to  death,  a  fate  which  had  attended 
Hamilton,  one  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  the  archiepifcopal 
fee  of  St.  Andrew's.  Spotfwood  was  fufpedled  of  Pope- 
ry  *,  and  was  deiefted  on  the  account  of  the  officious 
part  he  had  a<5ted  in  the  profccution  of  the  earl  of  Bal- 
merino. 

m 

The  multitude  were  diverted  from  an  attempt  on  his 
life  by  their  leaders;  and  an  excellent  order  fucceeded, 
the  party  forming  themfelves  into  four  tables  :  One  con- 
fided of  nobility,  another  of  gentry,  a  third  of  burgefTes, 
and  a  fourth  of  minifters.  The  table  of  gentry  was  di- 
vided into  fubordinate  ones,  according  to  their  feveral 
counties.  -  Each  table  confulted  on  matters  to  be  propofed 
to  a  general  table,  compofed  of  commiffioners  chofen 
from  the  other  four.  Orders  were  ifliied  out  from  this, 
which  were  every  where  obeyed  with  the  utmoft  pundlu- 
ality.  A  folemn  league  and  covenant  was  the  firfl  ac^ 
that  this  admirable  fyftem  produced:  It  was  fworn  to 
with  the  utmoft  alacrity  by  the  whole  party  ;  and  con- 

•  He  had  been  formerly  profccutcd  for  having  been  openly  at  mafs 
in  France.     Oldmixon^  p.  1 1 7. 
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filled,  firft,  of  a  renunciation  of  Popery,  formerly  figned  Ann.  1633. 
by  James  in  his  youth  j  to  this  was  annexed  a  bond  of 
union,  by  which  the  fubfcribers  obliged  themfelves  to 
rcfift  innovations  in  religion,  and  to  defend  each  other 
again  ft  all  oppofition.  Zeal  w^as  exprefled  for  the  King's 
perfon  and  government ;  but  this  was  conditional,  it  be- 
ing always  joined  with  the  maintenance  of  the  true  re- 
ligion of  the  church  of  Scotland.  There  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  a  more  politic  machine  invented  to  unite  people 
of  every  kind  of  dir{X)fition  ;  all  ranks,  all  ages,  and  fexes,- 
flockcd  to  fubfcribe ;  the  King's  minifters  and  counfellors 
followed  the  example  ;  and  none  but  the  confirmed  tools 
of  the  court,  or  men  infcdled  wiih  Popery,  withdrew 
themfelves  from  what  was  cfteemed  fo  falutaVy,  and  io^ 
pious  a  combination. 

Scotland  now  grew  too  hot  for  the  prelates.  The 
hated  bifliop  of  Galloway  had  been  purfued  with  exe- 
crations, and  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  the  council-room.. 
The  archbiOiop  of  St.  Andrew's  had  a  very  narrow  efcape 
at  Stirling.  They  fled  in  a  body  to  London,  from  the 
fury  of  the  covenanters  ;  and  Charles,  who  looked  upoa 
no  fin  to  be  equal  to  that  of  difobedience  to  monarchsy 
was  furprifed  at  the  increafe  of  power  and  influence 
which  the  party  in  oppofition  had  gained.  He  began  ta 
apprehend  the  confequences  j  and  fent  the  marquis  of 
Hamilton  as  his  commiffioner  to  treat  with  the  cove- 
nanters: The  covenant  was  required  to  be  renounced; 
and  he  thought  he  made  very  confiderable  conceffions, 
when  he  offered  to  fufpend  the  canons  and  liturgy  till, 
in  a  fair  and  legal  way,  they  could  be  received  j  and  fo 
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Ann.  iC:^s,    to  model  the  High-commiffion  that  it  fliould  no  longer 
be  ajufl  grievance. 

It  is  a  queRIon  whetlicr  fuch  general  declarations 
would  ever  have  given  content  ;  but  in  the  prefcnt  cir- 
cumftances  they  were  treated  with  the  utmofl  contempt. 
Hamilton,  in  an  anfwer  to  the  King's  demands,  was  told, 
that  they  would  fooner  renounce  their  baptifm  than  the 
covenant ;  and  he  was  invited  by  the  miniflers  to  fub- 
fcribe  it:  They  had  taken  care  that  the  commifTioner 
iliould  not  be  in  a  fituation  to  give  himfelf  airs  of  au- 
thority, for  his  vafTals  were  forbid  to  attend  him  during 
his  (lay  in  Scotland  ;  and  having  been  invited  to  refide 
at  Holyrood-lioufe,  the  chief  covenanters  met  him  with 
fixty  thoufand  followers  in  their  train  *  He  was  told 
by  the  earl  of  Lindfcy,  that  the  people  infifted  on  hav- 
ing  the  articles  of  Penh  annulled,  epifcopal  authority 
aboliflied,  and  that  if  a  free  general  afTembly  and  par- 
liament  were  not  called  by  the  King,  they  would  call  one 
themfclves.  In  the  mean  time  they  had  not  been  idle: 
Two  large  fhips  came  loaden  into  their  ports  with  arms 
and  ammunition  ;  by  a  decree  of  the  tables,  the  keys 
of  tlie  city  were  taken  from  the  magirtrates  of  Edin- 
burgii  ;  a  guard  of  fifteen  hundred  men  fct  upon  its 
aveiuics,  and  another  flrong  guard  prevented  the  rein- 
forcing  the  caftle.  When  Hamilton  talked  over  the  ftate 
of  afHiirs  with  the  council,  he  found  that  if  he  proceeded 
to  any   mcafurcs  that  were  difagreeable,  he  would  not 

♦The  covenanters  fent  Hamilton  a  prohibition  agalnft  reading  the 
fervice-book  in  the  King's  c  hapel.  ^J  Sh:rl  View  cf  the  Trcubles  of  En.- 
land,  by  Str  mHiarn  Du^dale,  fol.  ed.  1 6S  i .  p.  47. 
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only  be  affronted  in  the  exercife  of  his  authority,  but  1  e  Ann.  163s. 
defertcd  by  the  majority  of  the  council :  He  endeavoured 
to  prevail  on  the  eminent  lawyers  :\\v\  judges  of  the 
feffion  to  declare  the  covenant  unlawful ;  bin  Uicy  cxculcd 
themfelves,  on  pretence  that  they  feared  the  rcicnrmcni  of 
the  people. 


In  this  fituation  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  fjpprcfs^ 
in  a  declaration  he  had  brought  down  witli  him,  that 
part  which  required  the  fubjct5ls  to  renounce  the  cove- 
nant ;  as  this  declaration  ftill  ran  on  the  general  ex- 
prefTions  of  the  King's  averfion  to  Popery,  and  his  llea- 
dinefs  in  the  true  religion,  promifing  nothing  more  than 
what  had  been  already  tendered.  It  was  met  by  a  very 
fenfible  proteftation,  which  avowed,  that  they  never  doubt- 
ed his  majefty's  orthodoxy,  and  therefore  defired  to  in- 
form him  how  far  the  innovations,  which  the  enemies  of 
their  religion  attempted  to  introduce,  were  full  of  Popifli 
errors  j  and  farther  complained,  that  his  majefty's  pro- 
clamation took  no  notice  of  their  fupplications  and  juft 
grievances,  but  under  the  name  of  the  great  incrcafe  of 
diforders,  faults,  and  mifdemeanors  *, 


*  This  declaration,  which  gave  fo  little  content  to  the  covenanters, 
was  but  a  copy  of  Charles's  countenance,  till  his  military  prt-parations, 
which  he  was  at  this  time  providing  with  great  fecrecy,  were  complete. 
He  writes  word  to  Hamilton,  that  he  is  content  that  he  forbears  infill- 
ing on  the  covenant's  being  given  up  till  he  hears  that  his  fleet  is  ready 
to  fet  fail  for  Scotland ;  that  he  gave  him  leave  to  flatter  the  party  with- 
what  hopes  he  pleafed,  provided  that  he  did  not  conient  to  the  calling 
a  parliament  or  general  aflembly  till  the  covenant  was  given  up  ;  that 
though  the  ruin  oF  his  people  for  fome  time  would  be  a  lofs  to  him, 
yet  when  he  confidered  that  his  crown  and  reputation  were  at  (lakey. 
Uc  had  rather  fuflfer  the  firft,  which  time  would  help,  than  the  laft  ^ 
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\nn.  1638.  Hamilton's  next  care  was  to  get  an  a6l  figned  by 
the  council,  approving  the  King's  declaration,  with  an 
opinion  that  the  people  ought  to  reft  fatisfied  with  it. 
This  was  obtained  craftily,  in  the  abfence  of  members 
who  had  pubhcly  avowed  their  difapprobaiion  ;  but  the 
next  day,  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  prevailed  with 
to  fign  told  him.  that  upon  fecond  thoughts  they  found 
they  had  wronged  their  confciences  5  therefore  defired  he 
would  call  a  new  council,  that  they  might  retradt  what 
had  been  too  haftily  determined.  In  vain  were  Hamil- 
ton's endeavours  to  divert  this  humour  :  He  was  told, 
that  another  way  would  be  found  to  make  the  retrac^a- 
tion  known;  and  was  at  length  obliged,  the  acl  not 
having  been  yet  regiftercd,  to  tear  it.  According  to  the 
King's  diredtion,  the  p;irty  was  gratified  with  the  bring- 
ing back  the  fefGon  to  Edinburgh;  and  the  tommif- 
fioner  returned  to  court,  leaving  the  covenanters  in  hopes 
that  he  would  be  back  again  in  three  weeks  or  a  month 
with  a  favourable  anfwer  to  their  demands.  He  more- 
over made  them  a  kind  of  promife  of  fummoning,  at 
his  return,  a  general  aflembly ;  but  with  the  following 
reftridlions  :  That  no  laicks  fhould  have  voices  in  chuf- 
ing  the  minifters  to  be  fent  from  the  feveral  prefbyteries 
to  the  general  aflembly,  nor  any  but  tlie  minifters  of  the 
fame  prefbyteries  ;  that  the  aflembly  fliould  not  go  about 
to  determine  of  things  eftabliflied  by  adl,  or  orherwife 
than  by  remonftrancc  or  petition  to  the  parliament.  The 
tables  rejedled  thefe  conditions  ;  and  in  the  abfence  of  the 

and  that  he  would  fooncr  die  than  yield  to  their  impertinent  and  dam- 
nable demands.     £urm*s  Memcirs  of  the  Duke  cf  Hamiiion,  p.  5.,  6f 
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commiflioner  refolved,  that  a  general  aflembly  Ihpuld  be  Ann.  1638. 
held  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  September. 

Hamilton  reprefented  to  the  King,  in  its  full  light, 
the  fituation  of  his  affairs  in  Scotland,  the  ftrength  and 
firmnefs  of  the  covenanters  ;  he  convinced  him,  that  he 
was  deceived  in  the  imagined  forwardnefs  of  his  mili- 
tary preparations,  and  that  it  was  necefTary  to  keep  on 
the  mafk  of  condefcenfion  till  he  had  colle6bed  a  fufli- 
cient  force  to  give  the  law  to  his  Northern  fubjedls. 
Hamilton's  council  was  followed ;  he  was  again  fent 
down,  with  farther  concefTions :  the  difcharge  of  the  fer- 
vice-book,  the  book  of  canons,  and  the  High-commif- 
fion.  Moreover,  to  break  that  perfedt  union  which  the 
covenant  had  efFedled  in  Scotland,  and  to  remove  the  ill 
opinion  the  Scots  had  adopted  concerning  the  religious 
fentiments  of  their  King,  it  was  propofed,  that  the  con- 
feflion  of  faith  eftabHflied  at  the  Reformation  fhould  be 
renewed,  with  a  general  bond  prefcribed  by  the  King  *. 
This  exprefTed  to  the  fovereign  an  abfolute  duty,  without 
any  conditions  of  good  government,  or  the  weal  of  the 
church  and  ftate. 

It  was  not  without  reafon  that  the  minifters  from  the 
pulpits  had  warned  the  people  to  beware  of  trufting  to 
appearances,  and  falling  into  the  fnare  of  the  enemy  ; 
they  declaimed  violently  againft  the  new  covenant,  which 

*  This  was  a  very  mean  hypocrify  in  Charles,  fince  this  confefTion  of 
faith  which  he  figned  was  not  only  a  violent  renunciation  of  the  mate- 
rial part  of  Popery,  but  of  the  Arminian  tenets,  the  confecration  of 
churches,  and  many  other  particulars  which  Laud  had,  by  his  appro- 
bation^, introduced  into  the  church  of  England. 
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Am.  163?.  ifter  it  had  been  figncd  by  the  council  *,  with  an  order 
for  a  general  fubfcription,  was  followed  by  a  proclama- 
tion for  fummoning  a  general  aflembly  at  Glafgow  the 
twenty-firft  of  November,  and  a  parliament  at  Edinburgh 
the  fifteenth  of  May  the  year  following ;  the  fervice-book 
and  canons  having  been  previoully  difcharged.  The  co- 
venanters were  fo  far  from  avowing  themfelves  fatisfied 
with  thefe  feeming  conceflions,  that  they  eredled  a  fcaf- 
fold  under  the  Crofs  at  Edinburgh,  and  mounting  it  with 
their  fwords  in  their  hands,  protefted  againfl  the  new 
covenant,  as  a  machine  of  (late,  invented  to  deftroy  the 
efficacy  of  the  old  one,  to  entrap  them  into  a  felf-con- 
demnation,  as  if  their  own  fubfcription,  not  urged  by 
authority,  was  unlawful,  and  thus  ftigmatife  the  like 
laudable  courfes  in  the  like  neceffity  to  be  taken  by  po- 
llerity  f .  They  affirmed,  that  the  fubfcription  and  oath 
attempted  to  be  impofed  on  them  might  confift  with  all 
the  corruptions  which  had  lately  crept  into  the  church. 
They  cavilled  at  the  nature  of  the  King's  proclamation, 
which  only  difpenfed  with  the  pra(5lice  of  the  articles  of 
Perth,  but  yet  declared  an  intention  that  thofe  adts  of 
the  general  aflembly  and  parliament  which  ordained 
them,  fliould  ftand.  They  objedled  likewife  to  the  di- 
redlions  concerning  the  oath  to  be  given  to  minifters 
at  their  entry,  it  fuppofing  that  the  office  of  bifliops 


*  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  Hamilton  prevailed  on  the  council 
to  fign  the  King's  covenant.     Memoirs  of  the  D.  of  Hamilton,  p.  1 80. 

-f-  In  the  King's  declaration,  before  the  confeflTion  and  bond  which 
was  now  required  to  be  fubfcribed,  it  was  aflerted,  that  that  which 
had  been  prcvioufly  taken  muft  be  null  and  void  in  itfelf,  becaufe  not 
taken  by  royal  leave  and  authority.  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton^ 
p.  67,  Csf  fei, 
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was  unqueftionable ;  but  above  all,  his  majefly's  declar-  Ann.  1638. 
ing  that  he  would  admit  no  innovation  therein ;  his 
fummoning  all  prelates  to  be  prefent  at  the  enfuing  par- 
liament and  national  fynod ;  his  warning  all  archbi- 
fliops  and  bifliops  to  be  prefent,  as  having  place  and  voice 
in  that  aflembly,  contrary  to  the  caveats,  a(5ts  of  the 
church,  and  the  declinator,  which  had  been  offered  againfl: 
them.  They  complained  that  the  King,  by  reftri<5lions, 
additions,  and  ambiguous  claufes,  rendered  of  no  effedl 
all  his  conceflions,  referving  to  himfelf  a  liberty  to  main- 
tain, at  a  more  convenient  feafon,  all  thofe  novelties  he 
feemed  to  depart  from. 

Before  the  innovations  made  in  the  lafl:  reign,  it  had 
been  ufual  for  each  prefljytery  to  fend  to  the  aflfcmbly, 
befides  two  or  three  minifters,  one  lay-commiflioner ;  the 
boroughs  and  univerfities  fent  likewife  commiflioners. 
James,  who  dreaded  fuch  an  alloy  to  the  corruption  he 
had  found  among  ecclefiaftics,  aboliflied  this  inftitution. 
It  was  now  revived  by  the  covenanters  ;  and  as  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  caufe  depended  on  the  integrity  of  the  com- 
miflfioners,  by  an  edicfl  of  the  Tables  it  was  ordained, 
that  a  lay-elder  from  each  parifli  fliould  attend  the  pref- 
bytery,  and  give  his  vote  in  the  choice  of  commiflTioners. 
Every  commiflioner  was  allotted  four  or  five  lay-aflfeflTors, 
who  had  leave  to  interpofe  with  their  advice  on  the  mat- 
ters to  be  agitated  in  the  aflfembly. 

♦ 

The  mal-contents  having  thus  taken  every  neceflfary 
ftep  to  render  the  tranfadions  of  this  meeting  agreeable 
to  their  views,  on  the  appointed  twenty-firft  of  Noveni- 
ber  the  aflfembly  met  at  Glafgow ;  and  as  James,  by  his 
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Ana.  1638.  corrupt  management,  had  taken  care  to  get  every  thing 
palled  which  he  dcfired,  fo  the  Tables  now  turned  the 
tide  upon  the  crown,  and  took  certain  means  to  get  all 
thofc  pernicious  tranfaclions  annulled.  Hamilton  had 
given  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  the  King's  advocate,  orders  to 
follow  him  to  Glafgow,  and  prepare  himfelf  to  defend 
cpilcopacy,  and  prove  it  to  be  according  to  the  laws  of 
Scotland.  This  man,  who,  though  a  fervant  of  the 
crown,  was  honeft,  and  loved  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try, anfwered.  That  it  was  againfl  his  confcience  fo  to 
do ;  that  he  judged  epifcopacy  to  be  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  to  the  laws  of  the  church  and  king- 
dom. The  lord  Lorn,  whofe  father,  the  earl  of  Argyll, 
a  Roman-Catholic,  being  lately  dead,  was  now  at  full  li- 
berty to  declare  his  principles,  avowed  the  caufe  of  the 
mal-contents,  and  affifted  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  aflembly. 
Argyll's  *  example  was  followed  by  that  of  the  lord  Are- 
Ikyn,  eldefl  fon  to  the  earl  of  Marr,  and  three  more 
of  lefs  note,  who  dcfired  to  be  admitted  to  receive  the 
covenant. 

The  fate  of  the  bifliops  was  the  firft  thing  the  aflem- 
bly decided :  a  charge  was  brought,  accufing  them  of 
perjury,  in  the  not  obferving  the  cautions  of  the  Mon- 
trofs  aflembly,  to  which  they  had  folemnly  fworn  ;  and 
likewife  of  herefy,  fimony  f,  bribery,  cheating,  fornica- 

*  He  came  to  the  aflembly  in  quality  of  afleflbr  to  the  commiflioner. 
Gutbrie*s  Memoirs^  p.  40. 

i*  General  complabts  had  been  made  of  fimoniacal  padions  with  the 
bifbops  fervants ;  in  which  pradice,  as  they  had  never  been  reftrained 
by  their  maftf  rs,  the  crime  was  imputed  to  them.  As  for  the  other 
offences,  it  was  alleged,  that  they  had  all  been  committed  by  fbme  one 

or 


tion,  adultery,  inceft,  fwearing,  drunkennefs,  gaming,  Ann.  1638. 
and  breach  of  the  fabbath.  The  bifliops  declined  *  the 
authority  of  the  aflembly,  and  the  commiflioner,  who 
had  orders  from  the  King  merely  to  fuffer  the  aflembly 
to  meet  as  a  literal  performance  of  his  promife,  pro- 
tcfted  againft  it,  as  illegally  conftituted,  and  in  the  King's 
name  diflblved  it  f.  This  meafure  gave  no  difturbance 
to  the  matters  in  hand ;  the  court  continued  to  fit,  and 
to  finifli  their  bufinefs,  firft  entering  a  proteftation,  in 
which  they  proved,  by  the  records  of  the  general  aflem.- 

or  other  of  the  body,  and  therefore  it  might  julUy  be  put  into  a  gene- 
ral charge,  in  which  it  was  impoflible  to  ftate  the  particular  crimes  of 
each  individual.  Though  the  offences  in  point  of  morality  which  were 
charged  againft  thefe  bi(hops  are  doubtlefs  much  aggravated,  yet  it  is 
acknowledged  by  all  impartial  hiftorians,  that  the  lives  of  the  prelates 
were  not  fo  pure  as  were,  in  thefe  times,  thofe  of  the  generality  of  the 
minifters. 

*  In*  the  bifhops'  declinator,  they  difckimed  the  holding  their  call- 
ing from  commilTion  by  the  a6t  of  the  Mon  trofs  aflembly,  but  by  his 
majefty's  confent  and  approbation  ;  that  they  acknowledged  him  only 
Dea  minorenij  next  unto  God  in  all  caufes,  fupreme  governor  over  ali 
perfons  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  that  it  was  abfurd  and  contrary  to  the^ 
practice  of  all  Chriftian  churches,  that  archbifliops  and  bifliops  fliould 
be  judged  by  prefljyters  ;  that  the  a(5l  of  parliament  abrogating  in  ec- 
clefiaftical  caufes,  did  not  infer  the  abrogation  of  that  authority  which 
they  received,  not  from  the  parliament,  but  from  Chrift,  who  entrufted 
to  them  the  fpiritual  overfight  of  the  clergy  under  their  charge,  whereto 
belongeth  the  prefidentfliip  of  all  afliemblics  for  matters  fpiritual,  al- 
ways with  due  fubmifllon  to  the  fupreme  governor.  Nalfotty,  vol.  L 
p.  109,  i^  /^. 

-f-  The  King  having  appointed  fix  privy  counfellors  to  be  afleflbrs 
to  his  commiflioner,  the  aflembly  abfolutely  refufed  to  admit  of  their 
fuffrages.     At  the  fame  time  they  declared,  that  if  the  King  himfelf 
was  prefent,  he  fliould  have  but  one  voice,  and  that  no  negative  one* 
EcbarJ,  p.  469. 
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blies,  and  in  particular  by  the  example  of  one  held  in 
the  year  1582,  a  right  of  fitting  notwithftanding  any 
command  to  the  contrary. 

They  then  proceeded  to  annul  the  acHis  of  every  af- 
fcmbly  fince  the  year  1605  ;  the  fervice-book,  the  book 
of  canons,  the  book  of  ordination,  the  High-commiflion 
court,  and  the  articles  of  Perth,  were  condemned,  epif- 
copacy  aboliflied,  and  the  bifhops  all  depofed  and  excom- 
municated, except  four,  who  never  having  approved  of 
the  condudt  of  their  brethren,  acknowledged  the  autho- 
rity of  the  aflembly,  and  fubmitted  to  return  to  the 
rank  and  calling  of  ordinary  prefbyters.  The  book  of 
canons  had  been  pretended  by  the  King  to  be  no  other 
than  an  abftratSt  of  the  acfls  of  all  the  national  fynods ; 
it  was  for  this  reafon  that  the  real  acfls  were  with  great 
care  colle<5led  by  the  covenanters,  and  produced  in  this 
aflembly.  Before  the  fynod  broke  up,  they  ordained  an- 
nual meetings,  and  appointed  one  to  meet  at  Edinburgh 
the  firfl  of  July  1639. 

When  the  lords  of  the  council  figned  the  King's  co- 
venant they  made  an  adl,  declaring,  that  they  fubfcribed 
the  confeflion  of  faith  according  to  the  tenor  and  date 
of  that  of  the  fecond  of  March  1580.  This  was  not 
agreeable  to  Charles's  views,  who  intended  by  the  word 
"  prefent "  all  thofe  novelties  in  religion  which  had  been 
introduced  by  himfelf  and  father.  The  covenanters  not 
having  been  able  to  prevent  the  confeflion  of  faith,  with 
the  obligatory  claufe  annexed  to  it  by  the  King,  from 
being  figned  by  many  people,  laid  hold  on  the  explana- 
tion \vhich  had  been  made  by  the  privy  council,  and  de- 
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clared  the  prefent  covenant  to  be  the  fame  wdch  that  Ann.  1638. 
which  had  been  allowed  in  the  year  1580  by  king  James, 
and  that  epiicopacy  was  by  the  former  abjured.  This 
was  protcfted  againft  by  Hamilton  in  the  King's  name, 
alleging,  "  That  all  oaths  mull  be  taken  according  to 
the  intention  of  that  authority  which  exadleth  the  oath  ; 
and  that  it  was  never  by  his  majefty  intended,  that  epif- 
copal  government  fhould  be  abjured,  or  any  thing  elfe 
which  was  eftabliflied  by  a(5ts  of  parliament  or  adts  of 
the  church  now  in  force,  and  which  were  fo  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  the  oath."  This  was  followed  by  a  procla- 
mation, forbidding,  in  very  high  terms,  the  fubjedls  to 
pay  any  obedience  to  the  dicffcates  of  the  Glafgow-aflem- 
bly,  and  the  prefbyteries,  fefllons  of  the  kirk,  and  mi- 
nifters,  to  prefume  privately  or  publicly  to  authorife,  ap- 
prove, jullify,  or  allow,  the  faid  unlawful  meetings 

It  has  been  alleged  by  many  authors,  that  Charles's 
conceflions  were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  fatisfied  the  Scots,, 
though  that  is  a  point  that  cannot  be  granted  by  any 
rule  of  good  policy ;  yet  certain  it  is,  that  the  Scots 
knew  that  thofe  conceflions  were  not  fmcere  ;  that  he 
only  waited  the  opportunity  to  retradl  them  ;  that  he  had 
been  all  the  time  fecretly  making  warlike  preparations 
to  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  punifli  the  heads  of  the 
covenanters,  and  to  fecure  himfelf  from  any  oppofition 
to  his  farther  defigns  on  their  country.  The  earl  of  Ar- 
gyll was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  King's  real  fentiments,  knew  that  the  future  li- 
berty of  Scotland  depended  on  the  vigorous  and  deter- 
mined condu(5l  of  the  covenanters  ;  that  if  the  party 
was  divided,  they  rauft  hom  henceforth  take  the  law 
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Ajm.  1638.  from  Charles  and  his  cabal.  It  was  for  this  realbn  that 
he  fell  entirely  in  with  the  mal-contcnts,  and  was  the 
foremoft  in  all  the  fpirited  meafures  that  were  taken 
againft  the  crown  *. 

*  The  bufy  officious  Wentworth  wrote  Argyll  feveral  letters  of  ad- 
vice concerning  his  condud,  with  many  abufive  animadverfions  on  the 
carriage  of  the  Scots,  and  on  thofe  points  of  difcipline  on  which  they 
fo  rigidly  infilled.  Thcfc  were  aniwered  by  the  earl  with  great  temper 
and  prudence,  giving  Wentworth,  at  the  fame  time,  a  check  for  his 
meddling  wiiii  the  conftitution  of  a  church  and  ftate  of  which  he  was 
not  a  member,  and  m  which  he  had  no  concern.  In  the  firft  of 
Wencworth^s  leucrs  he  tells  Argyll,  that  "  It  is  his  intcreft,  as  a  no- 
bleman, to  be  aaive  in  upholding  the  prerogatives  and  full  dominion 
of  the  crown." 

Nothing  can  be  a  ftronger  pidlure  of  the  man,  nor  of  thofe  mean 
principles  which  aduatcd  him,  than  this  fentiment ;  his  whole  ambition 
-was  now  centered  in  being  the  fatellite  of  a  tyrant :  but  the  wifcr  Ar- 
gyll could  not  be  afFe^ed  by  this  weak  argument;  his  jufter  politics 
concluded,  that  the  gj^acer  the  property  and  the  privileges  of  a  fubjed 
were,  the  more  it  bciioved  liim  to  keep  the  power  of  the  crown  in  its 
due  bounds;  fmce  when  the  prerogative  of  an  individual  is  unlimited, 
nobles,  like  the  meaneit-conditioned  plebeian,  are  liable  to  be  infukcd 
and  trampled  on,  not  only  by  the  tyrant,  but  by  his  minions :  the 
deputy's  behaviour  in  Ireland  to  many  men  of  rank  and  property,  was 
a  recent  example  of  this  kind.  Wentworth  is  very  high  in  his  anfwer 
10  Argyll's  rebuke  :  *«  His  majefty,  writes  he,  hath  by  his  royal  pro- 
clamation declared  to  the  whole  world  his  own  mod  excellent  judgment 
of  the  fa(5l.  For  my  part,  I  fo  deeply  reverence  my  mafter's  approved 
wifdom,  that  I  fliould  condemn  it  in  myfelf  as  a  high  prcfumption,  to 
difcourfe  any  farther  a  queftion  rcfolved  by  royal  fentence  and  autho- 
rity. Thus  we  have  been  taught,  and  thus  we  praftife ;  fo  as  for  the 
time  to  come  I  (hall  perfedly  obey,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  wiih  I  (hould, 
to  wit,  meddle  little ;  yea  in  truth,  not  at  all,  with  a  point  thus  clear- 
ed i  fo  as  neither  the  difobedience,  nor  yet  the  thought  of  it,  by  the 
jirace  of  God,  fliall  ever  enter  farther  into  my  heart,  but,  quieted  in 
myklf,  intirely  and  attentively  execute  as  his  majefty  ftiall  ordain  for 
a.^v.     Finally,  my  prayer  and  truft  is,  that  God  ftiall  of  his  grace  give 

us 


CHARLES 


1. 


23% 


•     The  tranfadions  of  the  Glafeow-aflembly  caufed  both  Ann.  1638 

"  '  Both  Char.'ci 

fides  to  pull  oil  the  mafk,  and  openly  prepare  to  defend  ar.d  the  Scotf 

by  arms  their  fcvcral  preteniions.     The  beginning  of  thenar. 

year  1639  was  fpent  in  vigorous  preparations  againfl  Aan.  1639. 

the  Scots.     Charles  fummoned  all  the  Englifli  nobility 

to  meet  him  at  York  on  the  firft  of  April  following. 

In  this  he  affected  the  ancient  manner ;  but  in  this,  as 

in  all  other  adls  of  adminiftration,  he  was  very  defedlivc 

in  point  of  law :   for  the  pofTeflbrs  of  certain   crown-  Rapin.voi.x. 

.lands  lying  in  Northern  counties  were  the  only  people   *     * . 

obliged  to  furniQi  troops  for  the  Northern  borders.     This 

was  not  the  only  unpopular  method  taken  to  fupport  the 

deftined  war :  the  Papifts  fliewcd  great  zeal  againft  the 

covenanters  ;  and  the  queen,  dcfiious  of  ingratiating  her 

party  of  llecufants  yet  more  into  her  hufband's  favour, 

wrote  circular  letters  to  the  whole  body,  requiring  them 

to  contribute  largely  towards  the  King's  neceilities.     Her 

chief  agent  was  Sir  Kenclm  Digby,  whofe  father  had 

been  executed  for  the  Popifli  plot.     A  kind  of  emulation 

appeared  between  the  Papifts  and  the  Englifl^  clergy,  who 

had   been  ftimulated  by  Laud,  to  out-do  each  other  in 

contributions  towards  the  war  againft  the  Scats  *.     This 

circumftance  helped  to  cool  the  zeal  of  the  reft  of  the 

-us  a  right  underftanding  to  pay  thofe  duties  to  thofe  Gods  on  earth  he 
hath  commanded.-,  and  were  there  no  law,  yet  might  his  majefty's  own 
perfonal  piety  perfuade  us  ail  thereunto."  Thefe  letters,  with  Argyll's 
anfwers,  were  all  fent  by  Wentworth  to  the  King.  Strafford's  Letters^ 
vol.  II.  p.  210,  246,  290,  299. 

*  The  civilians  alfo  contributed  their  ftiare.  Laud  had  procured 
fome  privileges  from  the  King  in  behalf  of  tliis  body:  That  half  of 
the  mafters  in  Chancery  fliould  be  always  civil  lawyers,  and  that  they 
fliould  ferve  as  mafters  of  Requeft. 
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Eiiglifh  fubjedls,  who  called  it  "  the  bifliops  war,'*  and 
in  ridicule  termed  Charles  "  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury's knight." 

On  the  fame  of  thefe  proceedings  in  England,  the 
Scots  feized  on  the  caftles  of  Edinburgh  and  Dumbarton, 
and  on  the  arms  and  ammunition  they  found  in  the 
King's  magazines  ;  they  made  levies,  formed  an  army, 
and  appointed  Alexander  Lefslie  their  general,  an  expe- 
rienced officer,  who  had  ferved  with  great  reputation  un- 
der the  king  of  Sweden.  The  care  of  the  coaft  adjacent 
to  Ireland  was  committed  to  the  earl  of  Argyll  * ;  and 
Aberdeen,  the  univerfity  of  which  had  declared  for  the 
King,  to  the  earl  of  Montrofs.  They  fortified  Leiih, 
the  fea-port  of  Edinburgh :  as  this  was-  a  place  of  gre^t 
confequence,  the  works  were  carried  on  with  rapidity  ; 
not  only  the  inferior  fort,  and  thofe  who  aillfted  for  pay, 
performed  the  drudgery  of  manual  labour,  but  nobles, 
gentry,  women  of  all  ranks,  laid  afide  the  effeminacy  of 
their  manners,  and,  emulating  Grecian  virtue,  intermin- 
gled with  the  low  herd,  and  carried  on  their  fliouldcrs 
the  materials  requifite  for  completing  the  fortifications. 

*  The  carl  of  Antrim,  a  weak,  bragging  nfian,  who  had  married 
the  duchcis-dowager  of  Buckingham,  pretended  a  title  to  part  of  the 
carl  of  Argyll's  eftate.  Charles  had  the  imprudence,  before  this  no- 
bleman had  cieclared  himfclf,  to  promifc  Antrim  afTiftance  in  a  fchemo 
of  invading  Ai-gyirs  territories  in  Scotland.  This  ftrved  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  give  Argyll  the  alarm,  and  furniQi  him  with  a  vindication, 
if  he  had  wanted  one,  for  the  part  he  afted  •,  fmce  Antrim,  though  a 
grand.'on  of  Tyrone,  and  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Popifh  party  in  Ire- 
land, was,  from  the  poverty  of  his  circumllances,  and  the  wcaknefs  of 
his  abilities,  unable  to  fulfil  any  part  of  his  engagements.  Strafforas 
Lexers,  vol.  II.  p.  325. 
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The  covenant  was  fworn  to  by  almofl  all  the  Scots  in  fo-  Ann.  ir.39. 
feign  parts,  and  the  officers  who  had  acquired  reputaiion 
in  the  German  war  repaired  home  to  alTift  tlvcir  country 
in  her  prefent  necellity. 

The  mofl  z^'ivc  agent  againft  this  brave  and  deter-  eonduftof^^ 
mined  people  was  the  deputy  of  Ireland,  a  man  tvho  Ireland.  ' 
had  entirely  devoted  himfelf  to  the  word  defigns  of  the 
CQurt,  and  had  run  lengths  that  no  Englifh  fubjedl  had 
ever  yet  done  without  paying  the  forfeit  of  his  life.  He 
WAS,  from  thefe  circumllances,  as  much  perfonally  en- 
gaged in  the  quarrel  as  Charles  hiniCeif.  Not  only  the 
maintaining  that  (laiion  in  the  government,  to  the  pre- 
carious enjoyment  of  which  he  had  facrificed  his  ho- 
nour, the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  the  liberties  of 
his  pofleriiy,  but  even  the  fecurity  of  his  life,  depended 
•on  the  power  of  his  maikr.  He  was  fo  great  a  dupe  to 
his  own  vicious  afFedions,  and  had  ^o  little  knowledge 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  EngliQi  people  towards  the  go- 
'vernment,  and  their  real  fentimcnts  on  the  important 
occafion  of  the  intended  war  with  Scotland,  that  he  fan- 
cied the  jealoufy  which  had  hitherto  exifted  between  the 
two  nations,  and  which  had  flamed  out  violently  on  the 
partiality  James  had  fliewn  to  fome  of  his  Scotch  fub- 
rjeds,  would  have  made  the  Englifli,  notwithftanding 
the  infults  and  provocations  they  had  received  from  the 
Stewart  family,  notwithftanding  the  fubjedled  flate  of 
tlieir  once-free  conftitution  and  the  deprivation  of  all 
their  privileges  and  immunities,  afllft  their  King  in 
his  pretenfions  on  Scotland  ;  and  for  the  fake  of  dif-  ^ 
treffing  a  people  who  had  never  done  them  any  in- 
jury,  exalt  their  real  enemies,  fix  the  yoke  on  their  own 
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necks,  and  becoiie  eqiiil  flaves  with  the  people  they 
affifted  to  conquer.  Deceived  by  thefe  idle  notions,  he 
gave  the  King  the  mod  violent  counfel,  indeed  fuch  as 
his  circumftances  would  not  permit  him  to  pradtife  ;  viz. 
the  anfwcring  the  demands  of  the  covenanters  with  a  true 
,  monarchical  imperioufiiefs — attaching  the  perfons  of  the 
prefbytcrs,  and  holding  them  in  clofe  imprifonment ;  but 
above  all,  not  to  fubmit  to  any  eflential  conceflions  : 
"  For  fliauld,  argued  he,  thefe  rude  fpirits  carry  it  thus 
from  the  King*s  honour  to  their  own  churlifh  will,  it 
would  have  a  moft  fearful  operation  upon  England  ; 
therefore  God  Almighty  guide  his  majefty's  counfels  and 
ftrengthen  his  courage,  for  if  he  mailer  not  them,  and 
this  affair  fo  much  tending  to  the  tranquility  of  his 
kingdoms,  to  the  honour  of  Almighty  God,  I  fhall  be  to 
feek  for  any  probable  judgment  what  is  next  like  to  be- 
fal  usJ' 


Whilst  Wentworth  thus  advifed  the  King  to  main- 
fain  to  the  utrrloft  his  afllimed  prerogatives,  he  was  not 
wanting  in  his  eflbrts  to  fecond  thefe  prctenfions  with  a 
competent  force.  By  the  means  of  the  (landing  army, 
he  had  made  himfelf  abfohue  maRer  over  Ireland,  and 
had  drawn  dbv^-n  a  body  of  men  towards  the  fca-coaft 
oppoHtc  to  S.  orland,  which  prevented  a  junc^lion  between 
the  covenan  LTS  in  that  country  and  tlvc  Scotch  Prefbyte- 
rians  fettled   in  Ireland.      By  the  terrors  of  tlx;  fame  ar- 

Afbitrary  1         •  r    1  v  i  1  1  • 

oathsimpoftJ  my,   he  inr  j>olcd  an  arbitrary  oath  on  that  people  ;   viz. 

!i!ui't!n1."iand.  *'   That  ihc'v  would   nvjinrain  the  King's  power  and  au- 

u  p.  345.     thority,   never  t alec  arms   againfl:   it,   nor  proteft   ngainft 

any  of  the  royal  commiinds,  but  fubmit  thcmfclves  with 

all  due  obedience ;  that  they  would  not  enter  into  any 

cove- 
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covenant,  oath,  or  bond,  without  his  majefty's  fovereign  Ann.  1639. 
and  regal  authority  ;  and  that  they  renounced  and  ab- 
jured all  covenants,  oaths,  and  bonds  whatfoever,  con- 
trary  to  what  they  had  in  that  oath  fworn,  promifed,  and 
profefled," 

The  King  approved  highly  of  this  a^:  of  power,  and 
impofed  the  fame  oath  on  the  Scots  refiding  in  England^ 
he  fourid  them  a  more  refradlory  body,  for  many  fub^ 
mitted  to  imprifonment  rather  than  comply  with  fo  ille- 
gal an  injunction.  Not  only  thofe  who  did  not  conform 
to  the  worfliip  which  had  been  newly  eftablilhed  in  Ira^ 
land  were  imprifoned,  but  the  churchwardens  were  pei> 
fecuted  for  not  impeaching  their  fellow-parifliioners  *% 
A  well-appointed  regiment  of  five  hundred  men  was  {eiM 
from  that  country  to  garrifon  the  town  of  Carlifle.  He 
had  provided  three  hundred  men  for  the  relief  of  the  callle 
of  Dumbarton,  furniflied  the  magazines  with  arms  and 
ammunition  for  eleven  thoufand  men,  and  by  the  vafl  in- 
creafeof  the  King's  revenue  was  enabled  to  tranfmit  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  inmoney,  with  large  quantities  of  pro- 
vifions  for  victualling  the  frontier-towns.  Bcltdes  this,  a  W-  p-29^-^ 
thoufand  troops  wereraifed  in  Ireland,  and  tranfporiedover 
to  join, the  King's  troops  in  the  North.  The  lords  lieu-  . 
tenants  of  the  feveral  counties  received  orders  for  levying 

*  Archibald  Adair,  .a  Scotchman,  bi(hop  af  Killala,.  for  having  refufed 
to  prefer  ane  Corbet,  a  Scotch  parlbn,  who  had  written  a  libel  againft 
his  countrymen  the  covenanters,  and  fo:  having  dropped. fome  fcniimenis 
in  favour  of  that  party,  was  by  Wencworth's  dircdions  brought  by  a 
pu rfui van t  before  the  High-comminion  court  at  Dublin,  and  lentenccd  ; 

to  be  fm(^i\y  imprifoned,  and  tltunwcd.     lie  was  fiitctedcd  by  John 
M.ixwell,  one  of  the  inotl  hoc-hcadcd  of  the  Scotch  .hifliops.     Cartes 

Life  of  OrmcnJ,  vol.  I.  p.  oj,  ^  fej^ 

foot  ; 
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Aft«.  1639.  foot;  die  tramed  banck  were  muftercd ;  and  the  officers 
who  had  gained  expc^iicnce  in  foreign  fervice  were  or- 
dcixxl  home.  By  ihefe  methods  an  army  was  raifed, 
confilliiig  of  {i^  tiioufind  horfe  and  twenty  thoufaud 
foot,  hcfidcs  a  fqnadron  of  fliips  with  live  thoufand  men 
on  board,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of  Ha- 
mihon,  who  was  to  hind  in  the  Frith  of  Edinburgh,  and 
endeavour  to  join  the  marquis  of  Huntley,  a  noted  Pa- 
pfd,  and  a  great  partifan  of  the  royal  caufe,  to  whom, 
with  other  noblemen,  commiifions  had  been  fent  im- 
powcring  them  to  raife  men  for  the  King  ;  whihl  the 
4ieer,  umler  the  command  of  the  carl  of  Northumber- 
land, was  to  flop  the  trade  of  the  Scots,  arnl  make  a 
divcrfion  for  guarding  the  eoali.  The  earl  of  Arundel, 
a  man  thought  to  be  very  inveterate  againft  the  Scotr, 
and  fufpccled  of  Popery,  was  for  thefe  reafons,  notwith- 
ilanding  his  total  ignorance  of  military  affairs,  appointed 
general  of  the  army.  The  generalfliip  of  the  horfe 
Avas  taken  from  the  carl  of  EiFex,  to  his  great  difcon- 
^ent,  and,  through  the  interefl  of  the  queen,  given  to 
*the  earl  of  Holland.  Eflex  was  made  lieutenant  general 
of  the   army  *.      Notwithflanding  the  necelTary  prepara- 


*  Notwithflanding  the  enormous  fums  of  money  which  the  King  had 
'fcy  various  means  extorted  from  his  people,  yet  fuch  was  his  dilTipR- 
lion,  that  he  had  at  this  time  no  provilion  of  money  to  fupport  a  war : 
This  appears  by  the  following  paflage  in  a  letter  of  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland to  the  deputy  of  Ireland.     **  The   martial  preparations 
here  have  made  a  great  noife  -,  but  1  afTure  your  lordfliip,  we  are  in  as 
ill  a  pofture  to  invade  others  as  we  were  a  twelvemonth  fince.     The 
•difcontents  at  home  do  rather  increafe  than  Icflen.     The  King's  coffers 
'•-were  never  emptier  than  they  are  at  this  time ;  and  to  us  that  have  the 
honour  to  be  near  about  him,  no  way  is  yet  known  how  he  will  find 
tmcans  cither  to  maintain  or  begin  a  war,    without   the   help  of  his 
4  45cop!e." 
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tions  which  had  been  made  by  the  covenanters  to  de- Arb.  1639. 
fend  their  Liberty,  yet  they  flill  kept  up  appearances, 
and  fent  a  letter  to  the  King  with  an  account  of  the 
tranfadions  of- the  afTembly,  accompanying  it  with  a  pe- 
tition written  in  very  fubmiflive  terms,  neverthelefs  jus- 
tifying their  proceedings  ;  the  legality  of  which,  they, 
faid,  would  appear  in  the  enfuing  parliament.  At  the 
fam^  time  they  complained,  that  their  enemies,  with  an 
intention  to  ruin  them,  had  fpread  reports,  that  they  de^ 
figned  to.  iavadfi  England.. 

The  King  publi'flied  two  declarations,  containing  a.« 
full  narrative  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  tumults  in 
tbe  North  ; .  but  as   they  contained  high  encomiums  of 
the,  difcipline  introduced  into  the  cUurch   of  England,  . 
•with  fevere  cenfures  on  the  deformity  of  the  Scotch  wor- 
ftiip,  afTertions  againft  the  covenanters,  witha  juftifica- 
tion  of  the  royal  condudt,  but   witliout  bringing   any 
proof  that  it  was  conformable  to  the  laws  of  Scotland,  , 
they  could  only  convince  thofe.who,.  like  Charles,  were 
bigoted   to  Xaud's   new  model  of  church  difcipline,  and  • 
who  believed,  with  their  prince,  that  infallibility  was  at- 
tached to  fovereignty*     At  the  end  of  the.  declaration  -,  . 

people."  Nortlnimbcrland  in-a  letter  to  his  brot-herriaiaw  the  earl  of  , 
Leiccfter,  fw^s,  that  Rich  was  the  poverty  of  ^he. court, .that  no  krvant  v 
of  rhe:King,  of  .what  condition  ii)ever,  could  get  cither  wages  or  pen-  - 
fion  paid.  StraffcriTs  letars,  vol.  II.  p.  267.  Sidmy's  SUite.l'apers,  . 
vol.. 11.  p.  ^s^'y 

*  One  of  the  paragraphs  in  what  is  called  ihe  Icffct  declaration  is  fo  ^ 
true  a  piaure  of  Charles's  fcntinDenrs  concerning  the  4acr«.'dners. of  jiis-^. 
office,  that  it  is  worth  inferting.  «  They  have  treacheroufly.  faid  he,  . 
induced  many  of  our  people  to  fwear  to  a  bond  agairtft  us-,  which  bond  : 
and  covenanr,  or  rather  confpiracy  of  ihcirs,  could  pot  be  .with  God,  be. 
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Ann.  1639.  the  King  endeavours  to  convince  his  EngUlh  iubjecfls,  that 
the  intentions  of  the  covenanters  are,  under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  rcdrcfling  rchgious  grievances,  to  invade  Eng- 
land, and  enrich  themfelvcs  with  the  fpoils  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  South-Brirain. 


Thc  Scots,  on  their  fide,  difperfed  in  England  a  great 
number  of  papers,  in  which  they  fct  forth  their  griev- 
ances, and  the  King's  intentions  ;  difavowed  having  any 
purpofe  to  molcn:  the  Enghfli ;  and  intimated,  that  it 
concerned  them,  no  lefs  than  themfelvcs,  to  withlland 
the  arbitrary  power  tliat  Charles  was  grafping  at  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  in  Scotland.  On  the.  twenty-feventh  of 
March,  the  King  fet  out  to  join  his  troops  at  York,  in 
which  place  he  revoked  fundry  monopolies,  licences,  and 
comniiUlons,  granted  by  his  letters-patent  *.     This  was 

r-iufe  againfl  ns,  the  Lord's  anointed  ovei-  them.     But  it  was  and  is  a 
bond  and  co\'cnant  pretended  to  be  with  God,  that  they  may  with  the 
l^vttcr  countenance  do  the  works  of  the  Devil,  fuch  as  all  treafons  and 
'Rebellions  are.'* 

*  This  afl,  intended  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  exafpcrated  peo- 
ple, was  a  very  injudicious  piece  of  politics,  as  it  gave  the  public  a 
-taftc  of  the  advantages  they  received  from  the  diftreflcd  fituation  of 
their  King ;  and  convinced  them  of  the  utility  of  keeping  him  in  a 
ilate  of  dependancc  on  their  good-will,  fince  it  was  only  on  occafions 
that  he  wanted  the  afTiftance  ot  his  fubjecls  to  maintain  his  power,  that 
he  could  be  brought  to  do  them  jufticc.  The  following  are  fome  of 
-the  monopolies  and  commiflions  that  were  called  in,  noted  here  be- 
caufe  they  have  not  been  yet  mentioned  in  this  hiftory.  A  commifllon 
touching  fcriveners  and  brokers.  A  commifllon  for  compountling  with 
offenders  touching  tobacco.  A  commilnon  for  compounding  with  of- 
fenders for  tranfporting  of  butter.  A  commifllon  for  compounding 
with  offenders  in  the  importing  and  ufing  logwood.  A  commifllon  to 
compound  with  IherifTs,  and  fuch  as  have  been  llieriffs,  for  felling 

then* 
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intended  as  a  popular  aft,  but  it  was  followed  by  alio-  Ann.  1639. 
ther  that  was  quite  the  reverfe  j  the  impofing  on  all  the 
chief  officers  in  the  army,  and  the  nobles  afTembled  in 
the  camp,  by  way  of  teft,  an  oath  profefling  loyalty 
and  obedience  to  the  King,  and  difclaiming  and  renounc- 
ing the  having  any  intelligence,  or  holding  any  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  rebels.  This  oath  was  taken  by  all 
the  Scots  and  others  in  the  King's  train,  excepting  the 
lord  Say  and  the  lord  Brook,  who  had  the  fpirit  to  refufe 
it,  as  an  unconftitutional  exadlion :  On  this  refufal  they 
were  confined  to  their  houfes  *. 


their  under-fherifl's  places.  A  commifllon  for  compounding  for  deftruc- 
tion  of  woods  in  iron-works.  A  commifllon  for  concealments  and  en- 
croachments within  twenty  miles  of  London.  A  licence  to  tranfport 
Dieep-fkins  and  lamb-fkins.  A  commifllon  to  take  men  bound  to  drefs 
no  venifon,  pheafants,  or  partridges,  in  inns,  alehoufes,  i£c.  A  com- 
mifllon touching  the  ufe  of  wine-caflvs.  A  comm.ifllon  for  licenfing  of 
brewers.  A  licence  for  the  fole  tranfporting  of  lamperns.  A  grant  for 
weighing  hay  and  fl:raw  in  London  and  Weftminfl:er,  and  three  miles 
compals.  An  office  of  regifter  to  the  commifllon  for  bankrupts  in  di- 
vers counties  of  the  realm.  An  ofHce  or  grant  for  gauging  of  red- 
herrings.  An  office  or  grant  for  fealing  bone- Lice.  A  grant  of  privi- 
lege touching  kelp  and  Tea- weed.  An  ofnce  or  grant  of  factory  for 
Scottifh  merchants.  An  office  or  grant  fbr  the  fearching  and  fealing 
ef  foreign  hops.  An  office  or  grant  for  the  fealing  of  buttons.  All 
grants  ot'  lines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  before  judgnient  granted, 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  by  letters-patent,  privy-feals,  figrcts,  fi jn- 
manual,  or  otherwife.  I'hc  iVvcral  grants  of  incorpor.;tion  mr.  j.c  unto 
hatband-makers,  luteftrlng-makers,  fpeflacle- makers,  comb  rn  l.^-r?;, 
tobicco-pipe-makers,  butchers,  and  homers.  Ri'Jhii-ynl^  vol.  ill.  p, 
915,  i^  fc^. 

*  The  examples  of  the  lord  Say  and  tl^e  lord  Frook  cccafioned  other 
lords,  who  had  taken  the  oath,  to  make  a  prorcitation  of  what  Lnfe 
they  took  it  in.  This  protcff:ation  was  fo  offenfivc  to  the  court,  that 
the  oath  was  notofi^;rcd  afterwards.    Stniffcrd's  Leila  s,  vol.  II.  p  3^1. 
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Ann.  1639.  the  King  endeavours  to  convince  his  Englith  fubjeds,  that 
the  intentions  of  ilic  covenanters  are,  under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  rcdrefling  rcHgious  grievances,  to  invade  Eng- 
land, and  enrich  themfelvcs  with  the  fpoils  of  the  inha- 
bitants  of  South-Britain. 


Thc  Scots,  on  their  fide,  difperfed  in  England  a  great 
number  of  papers,  in  which  they  fct  forth  their  griev- 
ances, and  tlic  King's  intentions  ;  difavowed  having  any 
purpofe  to  molcfl:  the  EngliQi ;  and  intimated,  that  it 
concerned  them,  no  lefs  than  themfelves,  to  withftand 
ihe  arbitrary  power  that  Charles  was  grafping  at  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  in  Scotland.  On  the.  twenty-feventh  of 
March,  the  King  fet  out  to  join  his  troops  at  York,  in 
which  place  he  revoked  fundry  monopolies,  licences,  and 
commilfions,  granted  by  his  letters-patent  *.     This  was 

iwuft  againfl  us,  the  Lord's  anointed  over  them.     But  it  was  and  is  a 
bond  an  J  covenant  pretended  to  be  with  God,  that  they  may  with  the 

*bcttcr  countenance  do  the  works  of  the  Devil,  fuch  as  all  treafons  and 

•rebellions  are.** 

*  This  adl,  intended  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  exafpcrated  peo- 
ple, was  a  very  injudicious  piece  of  politics,  as  it  gave  the  public  a 
-taftc  of  the  advantages  they  received  from  the  diftrefTed  fituation  of 
their  King  •,  and  convinced  them  of  the  utility  of  keeping  him  in  a 
"ilate  of  dcpendancc  on  their  good-will,  fmce  it  was  only  on  occafions 
that  he  wanted  the  affiflance  of  his  fubjects  to  maintain  his  power,  that 
he  could  be  brought  to  do  them  juflice.  The  following  are  fome  of 
the  monopolies  and  commiffions  that  were  called  in,  noted  herebe- 
caufe  they  have  not  been  yet  mentioned  in  this  hiftory.  A  commifTion 
touching  fcriveners  and  brokers.  A  commiflion  for  compoumling  with 
offenders  touching  tobacco.  A  commillion  for  compounding  with  of- 
fenders for  tranfporting  of  butter.  A  commifTion  for  compounding 
with  offenders  in  the  importing  and  ufmg  logwood.  A  commiflion  to 
compound  with  fheriflfs,  and  fuch  as  have  been  flieriffs,  for  felling 
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intended  as  a  popular  aft,  but  it  was  followed  by  ano-  Ann.  1639. 
ther  that  was  quite  the  reverfe  ;  the  impofmg  on  all  the 
chief  officers  in  the  army,  and  the  nobles  afTembled  in 
the  camp,  by  way  of  teft,  an  oath  profeffing  loyalty 
and  obedience  to  the  King,  and  difclaiming  and  renounc- 
ing the  having  any  intelligence,  or  holding  any  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  rebels.  This  oath  was  taken  by  all 
the  Scots  and  others  in  the  King's  train,  excepting  the 
lord  Say  and  the  lord  Brook,  who  had  the  fpirit  to  refufe 
it,  as  an  unconflitutional  exadlion :  On  this  refufal  they 
were  confined  to  their  houfes  *. 


their  under-fheriffs  places.  A  commiflion  for  compounding  for  deflruc- 
tion  of  woods  in  iron-works.  A  commiflion  for  concealments  and  en- 
croachments within  twenty  miles  of  London.  A  licence  to  tranfporc 
flieep-fkins  and  lamb-fkins.  A  commiflion  to  take  men  bound  to  drefs 
no  venifon,  pheafants,  or  partridges,  in  inns,  alehoufes,  (^c.  A  com- 
miflion touching  the  ufe  of  wine-cafl<s.  A  commiflion  for  licenfing  of 
brev;ers.  A  licence  for  the  fole  tranfporting  of  lamperns.  A  grant  for 
weighing  hay  and  flraw  in  London  and  Wefl:minfl:er,  and  three  miles 
compafs.  An  ofilce  of  regifter  to  the  commiflion  for  bankrupts  in  di- 
v-ers  counties  of  the  realm.  An  office  or  grant  for  gauging  of  red- 
herrings.  An  oflice  or  grant  for  fcaling  bonc-lace.  A  grant  of  privi- 
lege touching  kelp  and  fca-weed.  An  office  or  grant  of  fae^ory  for 
Scottifh  merchants.  An  office  or  grant  for  the  fcarching  and  fcaling 
of  foreign  hops.  An  office  or  grant  for  the  fcaling  of  buttons.  All 
grants  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  before  juJgnient  granted, 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  by  letters-patent,  privy- Teals,  fjgr.cts,  fi^n- 
manual,  or  otherwife.  The  fcvcral  grants  of  incorporation  made  unto 
liatband-makers,  Kiteftring-makers,  fpeflacle-makers,  comb  makers, 
tobicco-pipe-makers,  butchers,  and  homers.  Rufiwyrtb,  vol.  III.  p, 
915,  &  fc(i. 

*  The  examples  of  the  lord  Say  and  the  lord  Erook  occafjoned  other 
lords,  v.ho  had  talvcn  the  oath,  to  make  a  proreftation  of  what  Unk 
they  took  it  in.  This  proteftation  was  fo  offenfivc  to  the  court,  that 
the  oath  was  not  oflxrcd  aficrwards.    StreiJ[Qyd''s  Letters^  vol.  11.  p  .'?^i. 
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Thb  Scots  fent  addrcfles  to  the  King  at  York,  ia  which 
they  defired  to  be  admitted  to  his  prefence,  and  lay  their 
grievances  at  his  feet.  They  obeyed  a  proclamation 
publiihed  in  Scotland  to  forbid  them  to  approach  within 
ten  miles  of  the  borders  of  England  j  and  by  this  judi- 
cious behaviour,  congruous  to  their  profeffions,  they 
convinced  the  Englifli  that  the  quarrel  was  entirely  the 
King's,  and  that  they  were  called  out,  not  to  defend 
their  own  property,  as  the  courtiers  endeavoured  to  make 
them  believe,  but  to  affift  a  wicked  adrainiflration  in  the 
moft  unjuftifiable  defigns,  againft  a  people  to  whom? 
they  were  in  a  manner  united  by  the  parity  of  circum- 
flances,  and  fimilarity  of  grievances.  If  Charles  had 
already  claimed  a  fuperiority  over  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, how  fatally  might  he  make  thofe  pretenfions  good 
when  he  had  reduced  Scotland  to  a  conquered  province, 
when  he  could  pour  forth  armies  of  difciplined  Haves  to 
feed  on  the  paftures  of  thofe  who  (hould  venture  to  op- 
pofe  him  in  the  reft  of  his  dominions  ?  It  was  in  this 
view,  and  in  thefe  circumllances  only,  that  the  Scots 
were  to  be  dreaded  by  their  Southern  neighbours.  On 
the  contrary,  whilft  they  maintained  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent fpirit,  their  generous  example  and  afllftance  might 
encourage  England  to  purfue  the  glorious  track,  and  re- 
cover, by  the  way  of  arms,  her  loft  Laws  and  Liberties. 
Thus  argued  the  chief  officers  in  the  Englifli  army. 


Charles,  who  was  fanguine  in  all  things  that  con- 
cerned his  authority,  imagined  that  the  Scots  obeyed 
him  through  fear,  and  detached  the  earl  of  Holland, 
with  three  ihoufand  foot  and  a  thoufand  horfe,  to  march 
into  Scotland  by  the  way  of  Kelfo  ;   the  earl  of  Eflex  had 
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been  fent  before  to  take  pofleffion  of  Berwick.  Leflcy  Ann.  1639. 
advanced,  at  the  head  of  four  or  five  thoufand  men,  to 
meet  Holland :  Favoured  by  his  fituation,  he  drew  up 
his  forces  in  a  manner  that  made  them  appear  double 
their  real  number,  and  Holland  received  intelligence  that 
there  were  yet  twenty-four  thoufand  behind.  On  this 
he  difpatched  orders  to  flop  the  march  of  his  foot ;  and 
returning  back,  fpread  through  the  whole  camp  the 
alarm  of  the  enemies  great  force.  On  the  retreat  of  xhe  King's 
Holland,  the  Scots,  inftead  of  advancing,  modeftly  drew  ^^e  tr' 
back,  and  fent  letters  to  each  of  the  Englifli  generals,  Scou. 
afliiring  them,  that  they  had  not  the  leaft  thoughts  of 
entering  into  a  war  againft  England,  their  only  intent 
being  to  defend  their  Rights  and  Liberties  till  they  might 
have  accefs  to  his  majefty  to  expofe  their  complaints  to 
him.  Soon  after  this,  the  Scots  fent  the  earl  of  Dum- 
fermling  with  a  petition  to  the  King,  entreating  him  to 
appoint  commiflioners  to  negociate  a  peace.  This  was 
feconded  by  the  voluntary  advice  of  almoft  all  the  no- 
bility which  furrounded  the  camp ;  and  Charles  was  in 
a  manner  obliged,  contrary  to  thofe  fchemes  of  conqueft 
he  had  projected,  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Scots,  and 
countermand  the  orders  he  had  fent  to  Hamilton  to  do 
what  mifchief  he  could  to  the  rebels  * :  Hamilton  has 
becH  much  condemned  by  the  violent  royalifts  and  pre- 
latifts  for  the  moderate  part  he  acfted  in  the  execution 

♦  He  wrote  to  Hamilton,  that  he  muft  now  keep  upon  the  defcn- 
five,  for  he  was  clearly  and  fully  fatisfied  in  his  own  judgment  that 
what  pafled  in  the  gallery  betwixt  them  had  been  too  much  verified 
on  this  occafion;  viz.  That  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England  would 
never  incline  to  invade  Scotland,  and  thereby  begin  an  offenfive  war. 
Nalfon^  vol.  I.  p.  231. 
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^f  ^g.  jglljlj^^  lUe  Sfcbts.     This  nobleman,  though 

Charles's  minion,  and  fattened  with  the  oppreffions  of 
the  people  *,  had  not  yet  arrived  to  the  profligate  felfifh- 
nefs  of  a  Wentworth.  He  could  not  look  without  hor- 
ror on  the  profpe6b  of  his  country  conquered  by  Charles, 
and  taking  the  law  from  a  triumvirate  f,  with  whofe 
arbitrary  principles  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted.  Full 
of  thefe  apprehenfions,  he  was  far  from  being  in  a 
hurry  to  perform  the  violent  commands  of  his  mailer, 
and  always  reprefented  the  ftate  of  the  covenanters  in  a 
very  formidable  light;  but  particularly  when  fent  down 
with  a  force  that,  many  authors  are  of  opinion,  might 
have  brought  the  mal-contents  to  any  terms  of  fubmif. 
fion  ;  it  was  from  thefe  reprefentations  that  he  received 
commands  not  to  adl  on  the  offenfive,  but  to  amufe  the 
covenanters  with  the  profpea  of  a  treaty,  till  Scotland 
ihould  be  invaded  by  the  King's  army  J ;  and  it  was  art 
the  time  that  Holland  had  received  orders  to  attack  the 
Scots,  that  he  was  commanded  to  commence  hoftilities. 
He  obeyed  fa  pundually  the  king's  diredlions  to  keep 
on  the  defenfive,  that  the  commiffion  of  lieutenancy  he 
fent  to  the  zealous  Huntley  was  fo  full  of  thefe  cautions, 

*  Many  of  the  oppremve  commiffions,  monopolies,  and  licences, 
had  been  granted  to  him. 

t  The  King,  Laud,  and  Wentworthi 

J  After  Hamilton  had  entered  the  Frith,  he  received  a  proclamation 
from  Charles,  offering  pardon  to  the  rebels  who  fliould  lay  down  their 
arms,  with  orders  to  perfecute  all  with  fire  and  fword  who  ihould  re- 
fufe.  By  Hamikon's  reprefentations,  thefe  orders  were  countermand- 
td,  and  directions  given  to  keep  on  the  defenfive  till  the  King  fliould 
invade  Scotland  with  his  army.  M'/awW  c/  ths  Duh  of  Hamilton 
p.  123.  ' 
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that  Huntley  parleyed  with  the  enemy,  and  was  fent  pri-  Ann.  163^. 
foner  to  the  caille  of  Edinburgh  for  refufmg  to  fign  the 
covenant* 

Besides  the  compundlons  which  a  man  of  any  de- 
gree of  virtue  mud  have  in  Hamilton's  afFediing  circuni- 
flances,  an  interefting  occafion  excited  his  humane  feel- 
ings. The  covenanters,  after  the  example  of  the  Ro- 
mans in  the  fame  exigencies,  fent  Hamilton's  mother  to 
try  her  influence  over  her  fon :  She  was  a  pious  woman, 
and  a  warm  covenanter,  and  no  doubt  made  ufe  of  thofe 
llrong  arguments  the  fubje(5t  would  admit,  to  make  him 
forbear  from  any  hoftile  attempts  on  his  country.  What- 
ever might  be  his  refolutions  on  entering  the  Frith,  like 
Coriolanus  he  could  not  refift  the  united  folicitations  of 
two  parents,  nor  break  through  that  double  tie  of  filial 
duty  with  which  he  was  bound  both  to  his  country  and 
the  fair  negociator.  In  this  fituation  of  mind  he  receive 
ed,  no  doubt  with  infinite  pleafure,  Charles's  orders  to 
repair  to  Berwick,  and  aflift  with  his  advice  in  the  in- 
tended treaty.  He  obeyed  this  command  with  fuch  ala- 
crity,  that  the  earl  of  Airly,  and  Aboyne  Huntley's  fon^ 
who  had  taken  up  arms  in  the  North,  were  facrificed  by 
his  abrupt  departure.. 

The  King  infilled,  before  the  negociation  was  en- 
tered on,  that  the  proclamation,  which  the  covenanters- 
would  not  fufier  to  be  read  at  Edinburgh,  fliould  be 
publilhed  at  the  head  of  the  Scotch  army  :  On  this  punc- 
tilio being  complied  with,  commiirioners  were  named 
for  the  treaty.  On  the  King's  fide  were  the  carls  of 
Arundel,  Eflex,  Holland,  Salisbury,  Berkihire,  and  fecre- 
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Ann.  1639.    tary  Cook;  on  that  of  the  Scots,  the  earls  of  Rothes, 
-Dumfermling,  and   Lowdon,  Sir  William  Douglas   the 
fherifF  of  Teviotfdale,  and  two  minillers,  Johnfon  and 
Henderfon.     When  the  commifTioners  had  met  in  the 
earl  of  Arunders  tent,  and  were  on  the  point  of  enter- 
ing on  the  treaty,  they  were  furprifed  with  the  fudden 
appearance  of  the  King,  who  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
Scotch  deputies,  told  them,  that  underftanding  they  gave 
out  they  could  not  be  heard,  he  was  come  to  hear  them 
in  perfon.     This  proceeding  fliocked  the  commiffioners  ; 
they  concluded  that  the  treaty  was  never  intended  by  the 
King  to  be  a  fair  one,  fince  himfelf,  the  fovereign  of 
both  people,  and  a  principal  party  concerned,  over-awed 
by  his  prefence  free  debate.     The  earl  of  Rothes  evaded 
entering  into  particulars,  and  faid  in  general,  that  all 
they  defired  was  to  be  fccured  in  their  religion  and  li- 
berties.    The  earl  of  Lowdon,  younger  than  Rothes,  and 
full  of  ardor,  was  entering  into  an  harangue ;  but  he 
was  interrupted  by  Charles  in  the  following  high  drain: 
"  Sir,  I  will  not  admit  of  any  of  your  excufes  for  your 
by-paft  adions ;  but  if  you  come  to  fue  for  grace,  fet 
down  your  defires  particularly  in  writing,  and  you  (hall 
receive  your  anfwcr."     On  this,  the  Scotch  deputies  fet 
down  the  following  demands,  with  conftitutional  reafons 
and  grounds  for  them :  «  That  the  ac5ls  of  the  late  af- 
fembly  at  Glafgow  fhould  be  ratified  in  the  enfuing  par- 
liament ;  that  all  matters  ecclefiaftical  fhould  be  deter- 
mined by  the  aflemblies  of  the  kirk,  and  matters  civil 
by  parliament ;  that  his  majefty's  fhips,  and  forces  by 
land,  be  recalled  ;  that  all  perfons,  fhips,  and  goods,  ar- 
refted,  be  reftored ;  and  that  all  excommunicated  perfons, 
incendiaries,  and  informers  a^ainil  the  kingdom^  who 
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had  caufed  thefe  commotions  for  their  own  private  ends,  Ann.  1639. 
might  be  given  up,  10  fuffer  their  deferved  cenfure  and 
puniftinieni." 

The  King  was  now  in  the  utmoft  perplexity :  He  had 
gone  too  far  to  retreat  without  giving  great  diftafte  to 
the  Englifh,  who  feemed  extremely  defirous  that  the  Scots 
fhould  be  fatisfied  in  all  their  reafonable  demands.  The 
demands  they  had  made  he  did  not  chufe  to  grant,  yet 
he  could  not  deny  but  they  were  confonant  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  conftitution.  After  he  had  publiflied  the 
horrible  rebellion  of  the  Scots,  after  having  levied  a^ 
powerful  army  and  fitted  out  a  fleet  to  defend  England 
againft  their  attack,  thefe  reputed  rebels,  thefe  barbarous 
robbers  and  invaders,  in  a  pacific  manner  fling  them- 
felves  at  his  feet,  and  implore  leave  to  enjoy  their  civil; 
and  religious  rights  *,  and  that  thofe  incendiaries  who 
had  endeavoured  to  fet  two  neighbour-kingdoms,  united 
under  one  fovereign,  at  variance,  might  be  tried  by  the 
laws  of  their  country,  and  receive  the  punifliment  they 
deferved.  The  reafonablencfs  of  thefe  dt-fires  could  not 
be  difputed  J  were  they  preremptorily  refufed,  it  would 
fully  convince  the  public  how  grofly  they  had  been^ 
abufcd  by  Charles's  reprefentation,  and  that  the  Scots  had 
more  reafon  for  their  oppofiiion  than  he  chofe  to  allow. 
Hampered  with  thefe  difficulties,  he  concluded  a  fudden  pa^jficat 
pacification,  without    other    than  general    flipulations  : 

♦  In  the  courfe  of  the  negociatlon,  the  Scots  told  the  King,  that 
it  he  would   give  them  leave  to  enjoy  their  religion  and  their  laws* 
they  would,  at  their  own  expence,  tranfport  their  army  to  affill  in  the 
recovery  of  the  Palatinate — a  memorable  circumftancc,  unnoticed  bjv 
yitocianj.    &i«9V  SiaU  Px^rf^  vol  11.  p.  602. 
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Anti  i6j9.  '^'l»^t  the  King  fliould  withdraw  his  fleet  and  army ;  the 
Scots  difmifs  their  forces  ;  the  King's  forts  be  reftored  to- 
him ;  that  there  fliould  be  no  meetings  among  his  fub- 
jects  but  fuch  as  were  warranted  by  adl  of  parliament ; 
and  that  a  general  aflembly  and  parliament  fliould  be  im- 
mediately fummoned  to  compofe  all  differences. 

The  King*s  anfwers  to  the  demands  of  the  Scots  were 
fo  ambiguous  and  equivocal,  that  it  appeared  plainly 
both  fides  eagerly  embraced  an  opportunity  to  get  out  of 
their  prefcnt  fituation,  and  avoid  coming  to  extremities. 
It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  Scots  would  have  been 
content  with  general  flipulations,  had  they  not  found 
the  King,  contrary  to  their  expectation,  accompanied  with 
an  army  of  twenty-two  thoufand  men.  They  had  ima- 
gined that  the  general  difcontent  of  the  Englifli  nation 
would  have  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  to  bring  any 
confiderable  force  againft  them  :  To  their  great  aflonifli* 
ment  they  found  themfelves  deceived  *  ;  and  moreover, 
their  trade  was  entirely  (lopped  by  the  King's  fleet.  In 
thcfe  circumflanccs  the  Scotch  deputies  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  accept  of  terms,  cxprcfled  in  a  manner  that 
would  bear  a  very  favourable  interpretation  for  tlicin, 
when  a  proper  opportunity  offered  to  difcufs  the  point. 
The  King,  though  his  army  was  infinitely  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  Scots,  was  not  without  fufpicions  that  they 
might  have  a  purpofe  to  betray  him  ;  if  nor,  it  was  a 
very  doubtful   point  whether  they  would  venture  ilieir 

*  It  was  generally  believed  in  England,  that  the  nobility  would  have 
refufcd  to  attend  the  King  in  his  expedition  againft  the  Scots.  Syd,ie)-\* 
Sf^te  Fttpers,  vol  IL  p.  r,^ I. 
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lives  in  his  quarrel ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  battle  might  be  Ann.  1639. 
the  lofs  of  his  three  kingdoms.  He  therefore  did  not 
hefitate  to  promife,  that  the  Scots  fliould  enjoy  their  re- 
ligion and  liberties  according  to  the  ancient  laws  of  that 
kingdom,  determining  to  conftrue  thefe  terms  in  a  fenfe 
that  fliould  do  no  injury  to  his  pretcnfions. 

When  the  deputies  returned  to  their  camp,  their 
principals  were  much  difappointed  to  find  that  in  the  fli- 
pulations no  mention  was  made  of  the  abolition  of  epif- 
copacy,  nor  acknowledgment  of  the  Glafgow-affembly. 
On  this  difcontent,  the  deputies  drew  up  a  paper  con- 
taining certain  qualifications,  which  they  afferted  ought 
to  have  the  force  of  pofitive  flipulations.  Whether  thefe 
were  mfercnces  drawn  from  Charles's  ambiguous  expref- 
fio  iS,  or  whether  they  were  pofitively  mentioned  in  the 
courfe  of  the  treaty,  is  uncertain  ;  fince  Clarendon,  a  co- 
temporary  hiflorian,  a  profefled  panegyrift  of  Cliarles,  ^ohTp^.'^e 
and  a  violent  enemy  of  the  Scots,  obfcrves,  that  what  ^  '■-a* 
paffed  in  the  treaty  before  figning  the  articles  was  verbal, 
very  little  material  being  committed  to  writing,  and  that 
no  two  who  had  been  prefent  agreed  in  the  fame  rela- 
tion of  what  was  faid  and  done.  The  fame  author  far- 
ther acknowledges,  that  though  every  body  difavowed  the 
contents  of  the  paper  the  Scots  publiflied,  yet  nobody  would 
undertake  to  publifli  a  copy  in  contradidion  to  it. 


The  Scots,  on  the  encouragement  they  had  met 
with  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  Englilh  noblemen, 
entered  a  public  proteftation,  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  vacate  any  of    the  proceedings  of   the  late  general 
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aflembly  at  Glafgow,  by  which  prelacy  was  abolifli- 
ed,  and  the  bifliops  excommunicated ;  and  declared^ 
that  the  adls  of  the  approaching  fefGon  of  the  college 
of  juftice  fhould  be  null,  becaufe  it  was  appointed  with- 
out  a  legal  notice,  to  their  great  prejudice.  Charles's 
pride  was  hurt  by  not  having  been  able  to  challife 
the  Scots,  or  to  have  reduced  them  to  fubmiflive  ac- 
knowledgments ;  and  foon  repented  having  concluded 
on  terms  he  thought  much  too  honourable  for  rebels  *, 
Thefe  refentments,  on  his  remrn  to  London,  were  much 
inflamed  by  the  queen  and  Laud  :  The  queen  upbraided 
him  with  cowardice  for  having  loll  the  opportunity  of 
erufliing  rebellion  in  its  bud,  and,  by  an  example  of 
vengeance  on  the  Scots,  deterred  others  from  attempting 
to  oppofe  royal  authority.      Laud  was  quite  furious  in 


•  He  had  determined  to  be  prefent  at  the  general  aflembly  and 
parli^ent,  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  pacification,  were  to  be  held  in 
Scotland.  He  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  Scots  would  have  been  una- 
ble to  withftand  the  beams  of  majefty,  and  that  he  (hould  have  influ- 
ence enough,  by  his  prefence,  to  get  epifcopacy  eftablifhc':',  and  the 
ccclefiaftical  canons  received.  The  condu<^  of  the  Scols,  and  the  per- 
fuafjons  of  Wentworth,  made  him  return  to  London  to  take  other 
counfels  •,  Wentworth  ftill  flattering  him  with  the  hopes,  tiiat  England 
and  Ireland  would,  if  rightly  managed,  furnifli  him  with  :.i\  aflillance 
fufficient  to  oblige  the  Scots  to  conform  to  his  wilK  »'  Nothing,  fays 
he,  ought  to  be  yielded  to  them,  which,  by  precedent,  may  encourage 
the  Englifh  to  conteft  your  royal  commands,  or  the  laws  already 
eftablilhed.*'  He  farther  advifed  the  King  to  keep  ftrong  garrifons 
in  Berwick  and  Carlifle,  to  perfeft  the  lortifications  of  Leith,  and  if 
poflible,  to  furnifh.  it  with  a  large  body  of  men  approved  for  their  ioy- 
ahy  to  his  fervice.  "  As  for  myftfif>  faid  he,  I  fhall  ufe  all  diligence 
in  taking  the  oath  of  the  Scots,  to  allay  the  pofiu-.c  demands  your 
majefly  may  meet  with  in  the  next  afl'embly  of  covenanters,  when  they 
find  all  are  not  minded  to  dance  after  their  pipe."  SfrnJford*s  Leitersy 
voK  II.  p.  362,  '^yz,    Nalfon^  vol.  I.  p.  240,  ^  feq^. 
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his  rage,  and  fligmatized  all  thofe  who  had  any  hand  in  a 
the  pacification.  The  army  was  difbanded  with  marks 
of  difpleafure  ;  Arundel,  Salilbury,  and  Pembroke,  were 
treated  coldly ;  Holland,  though  fupported  by  the  queen, 
could  hardly  maintain  a  footing  in  the  court ;  and  Ef- 
fex,  who  had  obeyed  every  direction  that  had  been  given 
him  with  the  utmoft  pun(5luality,  and  whofe  behaviour 
in  this  bufinefs  is  commended  by  the  courtiers,  was  not- 
withftanding  difcharged  in  the  croud,  without  ceremony 
or  any  ordinary  civility  paid  him ;  and  fome  time  after 
refufed  the  command  of  the  foreft  of  Needwood,  a  fuit 
he  had  made  with  earneftnefs,  becaufe  the  foreft  was  con- 
tiguous to  his  eftate. 

Secretary  Cook,  that  old  drudge  of  the  court,  and 
tool  of  every  adminiftration,  was  made  the  facrifice  to 
appeafe  the  queen's  anger  and  the  King's  chagrin :  Tho* 
near  fourfcore  years  of  age,  he  was  turned  out  of  his 
office,  on  pretence  that  he  inferted  fomething  in  the 
treaty  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done.  This  difgrace 
put  on  the  old  man  was  much  againft  Wentworth's  in- 
clination, whofe  creature  Cook  had  ever  profefTed  him- 
felf: Moreover,  the  deputy  was  farther  mortified  by 
Vane's  being  appointed  to  the  fecretary's  office,  a  man 
whom  he  utterly  detefted,  whofe  advancement  he  had 
fometime  flopped,  and  for  whom  the  queen  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Hamilton  were  fain  to  exert  all  their  intereft. 

The  King  next  vented  his  difpleafure  on  the  paper 
publiflied  by  the  Scots,  alleged  to  be  the  grounds  and 
fubftance  of  the  treaty :  It  was  ordered  to  be  burnt,  and 
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Ann.  1639.  a  proclamation  was  iflued,  commanding  all  perfons  who 
had  any  copies  to  deliver  them  to  the  juftices  of  peace  *. 
This  gave  fuch  a  general  alarm  to  the  Scots,  that  tho' 
the  King  had  difbanded  his  troops  without  referve,  they 
took  fuch  precautions  in  difmiffing  their  forces  as  made 
it  eafy  to  draw  them  together  again,  and  continued  the 
authority  to  their  Tables,  alleging  it  was  neceflary  they 
fliould  ad  till  all  danger  was  blown  over. 


From  the  firft  figning  the  pacification,  Charles  had 
cxprefTed  uneafmefs  concerning  what  might  be  agitated 
in  the  approaching  general  aflembly  and  parliament  in 
Scotland.  He  wanted  to  gain  over  fome  of  the  heads 
of  the  popular  party  j  and  for  this  purpofe  fummoned 
fourteen  of  the  covenanting  lords  to  attend  him  at  Ber- 
wick, to  confult  on  the  affairs  of  their  country :  The 
Scots  apprehended  treachery,  and  would  not  permit  above 
three  of  their  chiefs  to  obey  the  mandate ;  thefe  were 
Montrofe,  Lowdon,  and  Lothian.  The  two  laft  refifted 
all  the  temptations  they  met  with  in  this  interview  j  but 
Montrofe,  a  young,  giddy,  hot-headed  nobleman,  of  no 
fixed  principles,  whofe  refentment  on  fome  mortifications 
received  from  the  ftiff,  formal  carriage  of  Charles  had 
been  his  only  inducement  to  enter  into  the  oppofition,. 
was  immediately  gained  over  by  the  affecfled  fmiles  of  a 

*  Guthrie  the  hiftorian  obfervcs,  that  Charles  was  fo  little  cured  of 
his  execrable  notions  of  government  by  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with: 
from  the  Scots,  that  he  minuted  this  order  in  the  council-book  by  the 
name  of  an  Aft  of  State,  a  term  introduced  by  him,  and  which  im- 
plied that  it  ought  to  have  the  force  of  an  aft  of  parliament.  Guthrit, 
vol.  III.  p.  968. 
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court,  and  foon  convinced  his  party  that  he  was  not  a  Ann.  163^, 
man  in  whom  they  could  place  any  confidence. 


During  the  interval  of  peace  an  incident  happened  Lettrcs  d'Ef- 
which  equally  alarmed  the  fubjecfts  of  England  and  Scot-  Lend'.  1743. 
land.      Cardinal   Richlieu  had   concerted  meafures  with-  p  "^1^2!  &  fe^- 
the  prince  of  Orange  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  on  the 
dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,     The  Dutch,  with  a- 
French  fubfidy,  were  enabled  to  fit  out  a  very  large  fleet 
to  go  againft  Antwerp,  whilft  France  undertook  to  be- 
fiege  St.  Omers.     The  court  of  Spain  having  intelligence 
of  the  intentions  of  thefe  powers,  fitted  out  a  fquadroa 
confiding  of  fifty  Ihips,  with   twelve  thoufand  foot  on. 
board,  which  was  to  join  another  fquadron  lying  in  the 
port  of  Dunkirk.      The  vigilant  Richlieu  gave  advice  of  ja.  p.  3^; 
this  armament  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  received  ^  ^^^' 
intelligence  from  a  fpy,  chief  clerk  to  the  government 
at  Bruflels,  that  the  Spanifh  general,  Antonio  Doguendo^ 
was  inftrudled  to  put  himfelf  under  the  protection  of 
the  Englifli  fleet,  and  to  land  his  men  on  the  coaft  of 
Flanders.     In  the  ftraits  between  Dover  and  Calais,  the  gurchcti'a 
Spanifti  fleet  was  met  by  Van  Trpmp,  the  Dutch  admiral,  Naval  Hift. 
who,  with   a   very    inferior   force,  engaged    them,  and  ' 

forced  them  into  the  Downs.  The  prince  of  Orange 
feized  the  opportunity  of  revenging  the  infults  his  coun- 
try had  lately  received  from  Charles  :  He  fent  the  Dutch, 
admiral.  Van  Tromp,  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  with  or- 
ders to  purfue  and  fight  the  enemy,  tho'  flieltered  un- 
der the  protedlion  of  England.  Van  Tromp  fignified  to 
the  Englifli  admiral,  that  if  he  took  part  with  the  Spa- 
niards his  orders  were  to  fight  both  fleets.  In  vain  did 
the  Spaniards  demand  the  ailiftance  they  had  fought 
I  froffii 
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Aon.  i6j9.  from  their  profefled  friend  the  king  of  England. 
^  Charles's  fleet,  notvvithftanding  the  heavy  tax  he  had  ex- 
acted on  the  pretence  of  fliipping,  was  in  very  bad  or- 
dcr,  nor  could  he  be  certain  of  the  obedience  of  the 
failors,  who,  with  the  reft  of  hi^  fubjecfts,  were  im- 
prefTed  with  a  notion  that  the  Spaniards  were  come  to 
affift  him  in  his  fchcmcs  of  government,  and  to  fubdue 
all  oppofition  to  the  tyranny  of  priefthood.  The  Spanifh 
fleet  was  ill  provided,  and  though  confiding  of  fixty-fe- 
ven  fhips,  was  much  inferior  in  number  to  the  Dutch, 
whofe  mighty  force  was  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  large 
veiTels.  In  thefe  diftrefling  circurriftances,  Charles  en- 
deavoured to  maintain  the  appearance  of  impartiality, 
and  fent  orders  to  Sir  John  Pennington,  who  lay  in  the 
Downs  with  thirty-four  men  of  war,  to  join  that  fleet 
which  Ihould  be  firft  attacked.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
advifed  the  Spaniards  to  flip  away  with  the  firft  fair  wind, 
for  he  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  the  fuccefs  of  an  en- 
gagement  if  they  were  attacked  by  the  Dutch.  Charles's 
fcheme  was  fruftrated  by  Van  Tromp,  who  began  the 
Naval  en-  attack  on  prctcnce  that  the  Spaniards  had  violated  their 
fhTDownsI  privilege  of  protection  by  killing  a  feaman  on  board  his 
own  barge.  This  circumftance  furniflied  Pennington 
with  an  excufe  to  keep  the  dcfired  neutrality.  The  Spa- 
niards, who  had  found  means  to  run  over  twelve  of  their 
fhips  to  Dunkirk,  were  hemmed  in  on  all  fides  by  the 
Dutch,  who  forced  them  to  run  twenty-three  vefltls  a-(hore, 
feven  of  which  were  deftroyed ;  of  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  fix- 
teen  fhips  were  taken,  two  burnt,  and  fourteen  loft  near 
Bulloign  and  Calais  ;  the  remaining  number  of  the  twenty- 
three  forced  a-fhore,  after  having  been  deferted  by  the 
Spaniards,  were  manned  by  the  Englifh,  and  delivered  to 
^  their 
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their  owners.  In  this  complete  vidlory,  the  Dutch  loft  Ann.  1639. 
but  ten  fhips  ;  and  thus  the  naval  armament  of  Spain, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  Englifh  fubjedts,  who  had  con- 
ceived an  inexpreflible  terror  at  their  firft  appearance,  met 
with  an  irrecoverable  blow,  though  flieltered  in  a  man- 
ner in  the  very  arms  of  their  fecret  ally  the  king  of 
England  *.  Charles  complained  loudly  of  this  infult,  and 
made  ufe  of  it  as  an  argument  to  exad  with  redoubled 
feverity  the  tax  of  fliip-money* 

The  marquis  of  Hamilton,  who  found  that  Charles 
did  not  intend  to  be  fincere  in  his  dealings  with  the 
Scots,  and  that  he  was  determined  againft  the  total  abo- 
lition  of  epifcopacy,  the  only  conceflTion  that  could  con- 
tent the  covenanters,  declined^  adding  again  as  high-com- 
miflfioner.  On  his  refufal,  the  earl  of  Traquaire  was  in- 
verted with  that  oSicQ.  Traquaire's  inftrudlions  were  very 
minutely  drawn  up;  among  other  articles  were  the.foU 
lowing  concerning  bifhops :  "  For  the  better  facilitating 
our  other  fervices,  and  the  more  peaceable  and  plaufible 
progrefs  in  all  bufinefTes  recommended  to  you,  we  allow 
you,  at  any  time  you  fliall  find  moft  convenient  after 
opening  the  aflfembly,  to  declare,  that  notwiihftanding 
our  own  inclination,  or  any  other  confiderations,  we  are 
contented,  for  our  people's  full  fatisfadlion,  to  remit 
epifcopacy  and  the  eftates  of  bifliops  to  the  freedom  of 
the  aflcmbly ;  but  fo  as  no  refped  be  had  to  the  deter- 

*  Northnmberland  writes  to  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  that  his  majefty's 
defiens  were  a  litde  to  be  wondered  at,  that  he  Ihould  endanger  the 
receiving  an  affront,  and  expofe  his  fliips  to  much  hazard,  rather  than 
comman^d  both  the  Spanifh  and  Holland  fleets  out  of  the  Downs.     Syd-. 
Mefs  State  Papers y  vol.  II.  p.  6x2, 
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mination  of  the  point  in  the  laft  aflembly.  But  in  giv- 
ing  way  to  the  abolifhing  epifcopacy,  be  careful  that  it 
may  be  done  without  the  appearing  of  any  warrant  from 
the  bilhops  ;  and  if  any  offer  to  appear  for  them,  you 
are  to  enquire  for  their  warrant,  and  carry  the  difpute 
io  as  the  concl  ifion  feem  not  to  be  made  in  prejudice  of 
epifcopacy  as  unlawful,  but  only  in  faiisfa(5tion  to  the 
people,  for  fettling  the  prefent  diforders,  and  fuch  other 
reafons  of  (late  ;  bur  herein  you  mufl  be  careful  that  our 
intentions  appear  not  to  any." 


DitTimuktion 
cfChailss. 


On  the  perufal  of  thefe  articles,  an  unobferving  reader 
would  imagine,  that  Charles  m.tnded  to  leave  off  trifling, 
and  anfwer  to  the  full  the  expectations  and  wiihes  of 
his  Scotch  fu^jedts.  This  was  far  from  his  intention: 
The  appeal ance  of  i  coiiceffion,  contrary  to  the  didlaies 
of  his  confciencc,  and  iiis  p  inciples  of  government,  was 
a  meer  fubierfuge,  and  never  intended  but  to  deceive. 
At  the  fame  time  that  thefe  inflrudions  were  given  to 
Traquairc.  a  letter  was  icnr  to  the  bilhops,  with  direc- 
tions to  gire  in  to  the  commiflioner  a  proteitation  againfl 
the  affembly  and  parliament,  not  to  be  read  or  argued 
in  theaffembly:  «*  But,  fays  the  letter,  to  be  rcprefented 
to  us  by  our  commiffioncr,  which  we  promife  to  take  fo 
into  confideraiion  as  becometh  a  prince  fenfible  of  his 
own  intereft  and  honour,  joined  with  the  equity  of  your 
defires.  And  you  may  reft  fecure,  that  though  perhaps 
we  may  give  way  for  the  prefent  to  that  which  will  be 
prejudicial  both  to  the  church  and  our  own  government, 
yet  we  fliall  not  leave  thinking  in  time  how  to  remedy 
both  :  We  do  hereby  affure  you,  that  it  fhall  be  flill  one 
of  our  chiefeft  ftudies  how  to  reftify  and  eftablifli  the 
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government  of  that  church  aright,  and  to  repair  your  Ann.  163^. 
loffes,  which  we  defire  you  to  reft  fatisfied  with." 

Charles  imagined  that  a  proteftation  from  the  bi- 
fliops  would  affedl  both  the  conclufions  of  the  affembly 
and  parliament :  For  as  bilhops,  in  his  opinion,  had  a 
right  which  they  could  never  be  deprived  of  but  by 
their  own  confent,  fo  the  determinations  of  a  parlia- 
ment, from  which  they  were  forcibly  excluded,  would 
of  courfe  be  invalid ;  and  thus,  when  a  proper  opportu- 
nity prefented,  its  ac^s  might  be  declared  vacate,  though 
they  had  obtained  the  royal  affent  *. 

The  Scots  either  had  very  good  intelligence  of  all  the  scotch  tnnf. 
fchemes  plotted  at  court,  or  feem  to  have  had  a  thorough  *^^°^'* 
knowledge  of  the  King's  difpofition  and  temper :  Though 
after  the  pacification  they  quitted  the  form  of  an  army, 
yet  they  kept  together  in  bodies,  and  retained  all  their 
officers  in  pay ;  they  carried  on  their  fortifications,  and 
bought  up  large  quantities  of  arms  in  foreign  ftates. 
Thus  prepared,  when  the  fynod  met,  they  declared  all 
thofe  affemblies  null  which  had  been  condemned  in  the 
laft  meeting,  and  paffed  an  ac%  which  was  ratified  by 
the  commiffioncr,  with  a  promife  that  he  would  rtaify 
the  fame  in  parliament,  imputing  the  troubles  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  following  caufes :  The  liturgy,  the  ca- 
nons, confecration,  ordination,  the  five  articles  of  Perth, 
the  change  of  the  church-government  into  epifcopacy, 
the    introdudion  of  ecclefiaftics   into  civil  offices,  and 

*  It  was  the  earl  of  Traquaire  that  fuggcfted  this  to  the  King.     Me- 
mirs  of  the  Duke  of  Hamiltony  p.  149. 
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Ann.  i659.  ^^^  interruption  of  general  affemblies.  The  covenant 
was  commanded  to  be  fubfcribed,  with  a  new  explana- 
tion,  and  another  ailembly  was  appointed  to  meet  at 
Aberdeen,  in  the  month  of  July  in  the  following  year  *. 
On  the  new  explanation  of  the  covenant,  it  was  taken 
by  the  commiflioner  and  the  reft  of  the  council  f .  Tho'. 
the  explanation  was  favourable  to  the  royal  authority, 
and  was  a  great  point  gained,  as  matters  then  ftood,  yet 
Traquaire  incurred  the  refentment  of  his  mafter  for  a 
compliance  whicli  fhocked  both  his  pride  and  his  prinr 
ciples  J, 


*  During  the  fitting  of  this  aflembly,  the  bifhops  of  Dunkeld  and 
the  Orkneys  abjured  epifcopacy,  as  having  no  foundation  in  the  word 
of  God,  and  which  had  had  pernicious  confequences  in  many  parts  of. 
Ghriftendom,  and  particularly  in  Scotland.     MonUib,  p.  50,  (^  feq. 

f  Explanation  of  the  covenant.  "  We  do  fwear  not  only  our  mu-t 
tual  concurrence  and  afliftance  for  the  caufe  of  religion,  and  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  our  power,  with  our  means  and  lives,  to  (land  to  the  defence 
of  our  dread  fovereign  and  his  authority  in  the  prefervation  and  de- 
fence of  the  faid  religion,  liberties,  and  laws  of  this  kirk  and  kino-- 
dom,  but  alfo  in  every  caufe  which  may  concern  his  majefty's  honour, 
we  (hall,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  duty  of  good 
fubjefts,  concur  with  our  friends  and  followers,  in  quiet  manner  or  in  • 
arms,  as  we  (hall  be  required  of  his  majefty's  council,  or  any  having 
his  authority."  The  following  claufe  was  prefixed  to  the  names  of  the 
fubfcribcrs  :  "  We  fubfcribe  this  covenant  according  to  the  explana- 
tion it  hath  received  from  the  general  a(rembly ;  that  is,  as  declaring 
the  five  articles  of  Perth,  the  government  of  the  church  by  bifhops, 
and  the  beflowing  of  civil  places  on  churchmen,  to  be  unlawful  in  this 
church."  Traquaire  avowed,  that  he  figned  the  covenant  as  a  fubjed:, 
not  as  his  majefly's  high-commifTioner.  Nalfon^  vol.  I.  p.  253.  Rapin, 
vol.  X.  p.  387.     Montethy  p.  50. 

J  Part  of  Traquaire's  indrudions  were,  to  have  an  efpecial  care  that 
the  bond  (hould  be  the  fame  as  was  in  James's  time,  and  that  he  gave 

no 
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The  conduct  of  the  parliament  was  no  iefs  animated  Ann.  1639. 
than  that  of  the  general  aflembly.  The  covenanting 
party  flione  forth  in  the  meridian  of  their  glory  j  and 
.fuch  was  the  influence  of  the  fpirit  of  Liberty,  that 
thefe  Northern  chiefs,  the  inhabitants  of  an  hitherto-un- 
civilized country,  had  condudled  their  oppofiiion  to  ty- 
ranny with  a  regularity  and  judgment  that  would  have 
graced  the  councils  of  an  eftabliflied  commonwealth. 
And  when  by  wife  and  vigorous  meafures  they  had  ex-  * 

torted  from  their  unwilling  fovereign  a  parliament,  to 
fettle  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  the  nation,  they 
exerted  talents  that  rivalled  the  reputation  of  Grecian  le- 
giflators.  The  fchcme  of  the  party  was  to  redlify  and 
fix  the  conftitution  of  Scotland,  till  now  inconfiftent,  pre- 
carious, and  unfettled  ;  and  this  fagacious  parliament, 
compofed  of  the  chief  members  of  the  oppofition,  feem 
in  their  purpofed  model  to  liave  had  an  eye  to  fome  of 
the  pureft  and  the  firmeft  fundamentals  in  the  fyllem  of 
the  Englifli  monarchy.  Their  fir  ft  attempt  was  to  abo- 
liQi  the  lords  of  the  articles,  and  thus  reinftate  the  par-  King's  De- 
liament  in  that  authority  which  had,  by  the  means  of  RufWth, 
this  inftitution,  been  entirely  ingroffed  by  the  crown.  p^J^fj'&fcq. 
They  prefented  to  the  high-commiflioner  an  adl,  declar- 
ing, that  nothing  done,  or  to  be  done,  in  parliament, 
fhould  be  valid,  except  the  form  of  ele(5ling  articles 
heretofore  obferved  were  altered,  and  every  eftate  allowed 
to  chufe  their  own  articles  *.     The  a6t  of  the  general 


no  aiTent  to  the  farther  interpretation  of  it  than  what  might  fland  with 
the  King's  intentions,  well  known  to  him. 

♦  They  for  this  time  gave  way  to  the  commiflioners,  chufing  eight 
noblemen  in  the  place  of  the  bifhops ;  but  they  voted  it  Ihould  be  no 
example  for  the  future.     JllAtlock,  p.  20,  Csf /7. 

R  r  2  aflem- 
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whhiic^r    ^^^"^^ly  concerning  epifcopacy  was  ratified  ;  and  on  the 
p.  30.  commiffioners  demanding,  that  the  third   eftate   ihould 

be  reprefented  by  fourteen  lay-abbots  of  the  King's  chuf- 
ing,  it  was  reje(fted  with  fpirit ;  and  a  vote  pafTed,  that 
the  third  eaate  fhould  be  completed  by  fmall  barons,  to 
be  elc<5tcd  by  the  commonahy. 

Rufhworth,  The  next  bufmefs  the  parliament  undertook  was  to 
Fll^^'&f-"^'  abridge  the  power  of  the  crown  in  the  point  of  coin,  a 
^*^*  privilege  which  rendered  property  precarious  and  depen- 
dent  on  the  monarch.  To  fecure  the  fubjedt  from  this 
grievance,  they  paffed  an  ad  ordaining,  that  the  coin 
Ihould  not  be  meddled  with  but  by  advice  in  parlia- 
ment. The  King  having  made  two  Englifhmen  gover- 
nors of  the  caftles  of  Edinburgh  and  Dumbarton,  the 
Scots  took  the  alarm,  and,  that  they  might  not  be  bri- 
dled with  foreign  garrifons,  prefented  an  adl  ordaining 
that  no  ftrangers  fhould  be  intruded  with  the  keeping 
any  caflles,  nor  other  perfon  put  in  them,  but  by  advice 
of  the  eftates.  The  next  a^  ordained,  that  no  patent  of 
honour  fhould  be  granted  to  any  flranger,  but  fuch  as 
had  a  competency  of  land-rent  in  Scotland :  This  was 
very  important  to  the  fecurity  of  the  country,  fince,  with- 
out this  reftridion,  Charles  might  have  filled  the  parlia- 
ment with  Englifhmen,  the  creatures  of  his  court.  The 
fixth  adl  ordained,  that  no  commiiTion  of  jufliciary  or 
lieutenancy  fhould  be  granted  but  for  a  limited  time. 
And  the  feventh  protedcd  againft  the  precedency  of  the 
lord-treafurcr  and  lord-privy-feal,  becaufe  not  warranted 
by  law  *.     There  were  other  falutary  adls  pafTed  of  the 

♦  The  parliament  were  fo  jealous  of  being  treacheroufly  dealt  with 
that  they  defired  leave  to  appoint  fomc  of  their  members  to  fit  by  the 

*  clerk. 
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fame  nature  ;  fuch  as  fettling  the  book  of  rates '  by  ad-  Ann.  1639. 
vice  of  parliament ;  limiting  the  power  of  the  Exche- 
quer ',  demanding  that  the  council  fhould  be  cenfurable 
by  parliament ;  an  adt  touching  proxies  and  ward-lands, 
with  a  fupplication  that  the  authors  of  the  book  called 
"   The  Large   Declaration,"  in  which  the  Scots  had  been  Rufhwonh, 

°  .  vol.  Hi. 

grofly  abufed  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  juilice  of  p.  g^jc 
the  kingdom  *.  Charles  receiving  intelligence  of  thefe 
proceedings,  ordered  his  commiflioner  to  prorogue  the 
parliament  till  the  fecond  of  June  i  640  ;  and  if  he  met 
with  oppofition,  to  declare  that  the  members  who  fhould 
continue  to  fit  were  guilty  of  high-treafon  f. 

clerk,  and  fee  that  the  votes  were  rightly  taken.     Rujhworthy  vol.  III. 

p.  lOIO. 

*  It  was  penned  by  Balcanqual  dean  of  Durham.     Memoirs  of  the 

Duke  of  Hamilton^  p.  116. 

-|-  The  following  diredions,  which  the  King  wrote  to  Traquairc  on 
the  bufinefs  of  the  parliament,  furnilh  a  frefh  proof  of  the  inlincerity 
of  his  intentions  in  regard  to  the- Scots;  **^  As  we  have  formerly  written 
to  you,  we  cannot  confent  to  the  refcinding  any  afts  of  parliament 
made  in  favour  of  epifcopacy  •,  nor  do  we  conceive  that  our  refufal  to 
abolilh  thofe  a6ts  is  contradiflory  to  what  we  have  confented  to,  or  to 
what  we  were  obliged  to.  There  is  lefs  danger  in  difcovering  any  fu- 
ture intentions  of  ours,  or  at  the  bed  letting  them  guefs  at  the  fame, 
than  if  we  fhould  permit  the  refcinding  thofe  ads  of  parliament' 
which  our  father  with  fo  much  cxpence  of  time  and  induftry  eftablilh- 
ed,  and  which  may  hereafter  be  of  great  ufe  to  us.  And  though  it 
fhould  perhaps  cafl  all  loofe  (as  you  exprcfs)  yet  we  take  God  to  wit- 
nefs,  we  have  permitted  them  to  do  many  things  in  this  afTembly,  for 
cftablifhing  of  peace,  contrary  to  our  judgment.  And  if,  on  this  point, 
a  rupture  happen,  we  cannot  help  it  ♦,  the  fauk  is  on  their  part,  which 
one  day  they  will  fmart  for,  Wc  likewife  wrote  formerly  to  you,  that 
we  thought  it  not  fit  at  this  time  that  the  power  of  the  lords  of  articles 
fhould  be  refined,  and  that  you  are  to  avoid  the  fame,  and  to  be  fiire 
not  to  confent  thereunto."  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton^  p.  15&;. 
i^feq. 

The 
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Ann.  1639.  The  parliament  drew  up  a  declaration,  fetting  forth 
the  irregularity  of  thefc  proceedings ;  that  the  comniif: 
fioner  had  uifringed  tlieir  privileges  in  many  articles, 
and  that  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament,  witbrut  their 
own  confent,  was  contrary  to  the  ufagc  of  the  kingdom  • 
and  that  though  they  were  willing  to  break  up,  to  give 
the  Kmg  a  proof  of  their  obedience,  yet  tliey  thought  it 
neceffary  to  leave  a  committee  of  each  cftate  to  prefent 
a  remonarance  to  his  majefly,  and  attend  his  gtacious 
anfwer. 


The  earls    of  Dumfermling  and   Lothian  were  the 

Kan,«.«h.    perfons  fent  up  to  prefent  this  to  the  King,  and  to  de- 

p.  9j6.        mand  the  royal  affent  to  the  aa:s  tliat  liad  paffed   this 

parliament.     The  King  refufed  to  give  the  dcputie.  au- 

dience,  on  pretence  that  they  came  without  a  warrant 

H.^p..o3,,   from  his   commiffioner.     When  the  earl  of  Traquaire 

arrived,  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  Englifli  council 

what  had  paired  in  Scotland  fmce  the  pacification.     The 

council,  without  being  acquainted  with  the  conaitution 

of  the  kingdom,  the  legality  of  the  paft  tranfadtions. 

the  rationality  of  the  claims,  precipitately  declared,  that 

It  was  abfolutely  necelTary  to  reduce  the  Scots  to  their 

duty  by  the  force  of  arms  *.     The  committee  at  Edin- 

burgh  at  length  obtained  leave  to  fend  deputies  to  juftify 

Id.  p.  59,,    ;;'^/°"d"<^  of  'he  parliament.     Thefc  refufed  to  plead 

*4  before  a   committee  of  the   council,  and  alleged   that 

•  The  earl  of  Morton  faid,  that  as  the  King  had  given  the  Scot, 
leave  to  petu.on  ,n  parliament  for  redrefs.  there  wj  not  fuffic e" 
ground  for  war  „U  their  reafons  were  heard.    On  this  .he  earl  of  Staf- 

they 
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they  were  fent  to  the  King  and  not  to  the  council  of  Ann.  1639, 
England,  who  had  no  jurifdicflion  over  the  Scots.     The 
King  at  length  vouchfafed  to  give,  them  a  perfonal  au- 
dience, in  the  prefence  of  the  appointed  committee.      The 
earl  of  Lowdon  was  the  mouth  of  the  deputation :  He 
vindicated  all  that  had  been  done  in  Scotland,  and  infift- 
ed,  in  a  very  decent  though  determined  manner,  on  the 
confirmation  of  the  conftitutional  points.     Charles  pre- w.  p.  1033, 
tended  to  believe,  that  the  deputies  were  come  to  treat  ^^^^' 
with  him  about  conceffions  :  He  firft  afked  them,  how 
he  could  be  fure  they  were  fent  by  the  people  they  pre- 
tended to  reprefent  ?  and  then  what  power  they  had  to 
give  him  fatisfa(5lion  I  The  deputies,  after  {hewing  their 
authorities,  anfwered,  if  what  they  had  to  propofe  was 
agreeable  to  law,  they  were  convinced  his  majefty  would 
be  fatisfied.     Who  is  to  be  judge  of  that,  faid  the  King  ? 
The  law,  returned  the  deputies,  is  fo  clear,  that  there 
is  no  need  of  a  judge.     Charles,  after  trifling  in  this 
manner,  declared,  that    the  deputies  were  not  invefted . 
with  proper  authority  to  treat  about  an  accommodation ; . 
that  their  application  was  undutif ul ;  and  that  enough . 
had  been  done  already  to  give  the  Scots  fatisfa(5tion  * 


*  Laud,  who  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  en^ 
tered  into  a  dilpute  with  the  deputies,  and  alleged,  that  the  King 
was  not  obliged  to  ratify  the  conclufions  of  the  afiembly  ;  the  de- 
puties affirmed  that  he  was.  In  the  courfe  of  this  difpute  Laud 
grew  warm,  and  faid,  that  the  clergy  of  England  in  their  convocation- 
houfe  did  not  aflume  fuch  authority  as  the  general  aflembly  of  Scot- 
land. To  this  the  deputies  anfwered,  with  great  fpirit,  that  the  com- 
parifon  would  not  hold ;  for  the  convocation-houfe,  which  did  only 
confift  of  prelates,  and  a  part  of  the  c'ergy,  was  of  a  different  nature 
from  their  general  aflemblies,  where  his  majelly  or  his  comn^iflioner 
fat, , and  where  the  whole  congregations  and  parilhes  of  the  kingdom 


were 
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King's  De- 
claration. 
Rufhworth, 
vol.  Ill 


Ann.  1639.  Determined  on  war,  he  publiflied  a  declaration  to 
vindicate  his  own  condudl,  and  accufe  the  Scots  :  In  this 
he  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  the  refentment  of  the  EngliOi 
againft  them,  on  the  objedlion  made  to  the  intruding 
of  important  charges  in  the  hands  of  ftraneers  ;  and  at- 

p.io27.ifeq.  tempted  to  fliew  that  all  their  demands  were  not  only  il- 
legal but  abfurd.  His  arguments  on  this  head  are  pue- 
rile, and  can  only  convince  thofe  who,  like  himfelf,  ido- 
lized monarchical  power.  Traquaire,  who  was  hated 
by  the  prelates  on  a  fufpicion  that  he  had  betrayed  them  *, 
afid  who  had  incurred  the  King's  refentment  for  the  mo- 
deration with  which  he  had  behaved  in  the  characfler  of 


were  reprefcnted  by  their  commiffioners  from  prefbyteries,  Co  that 
what  was  done  by  them  was  done  by  the  whole  church  and  king- 
dom. At  this  Laud  exclaimed,  with  great  heat,  "  That  the  con- 
vocation-houfc  in  England  was  as  eminent  a  judicature  as  the  gene- 
ral afiembly  in  Scodand  j  that  the  clergy  and  himfelf  had  been  a  long 
time  members  of  the  parliament ;  and  that  neither  the  Englifli  nor  any 
reformed  church  had  lay-elders  as  the  Scots  had  in  their  aflemblies, 
:ind  he  would  lofe  his  life  before  they  (hould  have  them."  Rufiworth 
vol.  III.  p.  998,  (J  feq. 

*  It  has  been  faid  by  fome  authors,  that  on  the  bifliops  writing  to 
Laud  to  prevail  with  the  King  to  have  the  fervice-book  kept  back  till 
the  nation  was  better  prepared  to  receive  it,  that  Traquaire,  with  a 
defign  to  ruin  the  bifhops,  rode  poll  to  London,  and  aflured  Laud, 
that  there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended,  and  that  himfelf  would' 
undertake  to  carry  the  bufinefs  through  without  any  difturbance.  The 
credulous  archbifliop  was  fo  affeded  with  thefe  promifes,  that  he  com- 
manded the  biOiops  to  proceed  in  the  work  at  all  hazards,  and  that 
they  Ihould  acquaint  the  earl  of  Traquaire  with  all  their  proceedings.  To 
thefe  commands  Laud  added,  that  no  bifhops  (hould  prefume  to  fuffer 
any  faft  to  be  kept  on  the  Lord's  Day ;  and  if  the  canons  were  not  al- 
ready printed,  they  fhould  make  one  on  purpofe  againft  that  unworthy 
cuftom.     Rujhworihy  vol.  II.  p.  314. 
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his  commiffioner  *    found  that  he  could  no  otherwife  Ann.  16^9. 
{land  his  ground  but  by  humouring  the  inclination  of 
the  court  for  a  war,  and  inveighing  with  great  animo- 
fity  againft  his  countrymen.     He  reprefented,  that  they  HamUtoV^ 
were  not  to  be  fatisfied ;  that  the  circumftance  of  the  p-  »6«?' 
King's  ftrength  in  Scotland  was  fuch,  that  if  a  better 
concerted  invafion  was  fet  on  foot,  Ruthwen,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  would  foon  teach  them 
their  duty  f-     To  furnifli  the  King  with  a  pretext  for 
hoftile  refolutions,  he  put  into  his  hands  a  letter  he  had 
picked  up,  written  by  feven  of  the  covenanting  lords  to 
the  king  of  France,  defiring  his  protedlion  and  afliftance. 
This  letter  ±,  on  the  pacification,  had  been  referved,  and 
never  fent. 


*  Previous  to  his  being  intruded  with  this  office,  he  had  been  put 
under  arreft  for  his  too  eaiy  giving  up  the  caftle  of  Dalkeith,  in  which 
were  lodged  the  Scotch  regalia.  The  prelates  had  reprefented  his  con- 
dud  as  proceeding  either  from  cowardice  or  treachery ;  but  he  made  it 
appear  that  the  place  was  indefenfible.  At  the  fame  tiri^e  this  hap- 
pened, the  earl  of  Roxborough,  a  ftaunch  friend  and  creature  of  the 
court,  was  confined  becaufe  his  fon  had  joined  the  covenanters. 

f  A  little  time  after  this,  a  great  part  of  the  walls  of  Edinburgh- 
caftle,  mounted  with  cannon,  fell  down  of  themfelves,  and  the  cove- 
nanters very  prudently  prevented  their  being  rebuilt. 

J  It  was  as  follows  : 

*'  Sir,  your  majcfty  being  the  refuge  and  fanduary  of  afflided 
princes  and  ftates,  we  have  found  it  neceflary  to  fend  this  gentleman, 
iVIr  Colvill,  to  reprefenc  unto  your  majefty  the  candor  and  ingenuity, 
as  well  of  our  actions  and  proceedings,  as  of  our  intentions ;  which 
we  defire  to  be  engraved  and  written  to  the  whole  world,  with  a  beam 
of  the  fun,  as  well  as  to  your  majefty.  We  therefore  moft  humbly 
befeech  you,  Sir,  to  give  faidi  and  credit  to  him,  and  to  all  that  he 
fliuil  fay  on  our  part  touching  us  and  our  affairs,  being  moft  affurcd. 
Sir,  of  an  afliftance  equal  to  your  wonted  clemency,  heretofore  and  fo 

Vol  II.  S  f  often 
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To  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Englifh  court,  now,  for 
the  firft  time,  was  difcovered  the  real  fource  from  whence 
the  Scots  had  obtained  their  affiftance  of  men  and  mo- 
ney.    Charles  had  attributed  it  to  the  Dutch,  or  to  the 
party  of  Calvinifts  fpread  over  Europe :  it  never  once  en^ 
tered  his  head  that  the  reformed,  whom  he,  a  Proteftant 
prince,  had  treated  with  the  utmoft  rigor,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  was  courting  the  triple  crown  at  Rome, 
could  receive  encouragement  from  a  prelate  of  the  Romifli 
church ;  and  fo  much  was  he  imprelTed  with  his  father's 
notion  of  a  fympathetic  amity  among  fovereigns,  that 
he  imagined  brother-monarchs  bound  by  every  tie  moral 
and  political  to  aflift  each  other  againft  rebellious  fub- 
jeds.      U  was   the  part  he  had  always  adled,  when  he 
followed   the  impulfe  of   his   own   inclinations   in   the 
quarrel  between  the  king  of  France  and  the  Proteftants 
of  that  kingdom.     The  falfe   light  in  which  he  viewed 
ihefe  things,  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  revengeful 
fpirit  of  a  vindidlive  pried. 

To  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme  which  Richlieu, 

•  with  the  dates,  had  formed  on  the  Auftrian  Netherlands, 

it  was  neceflary  at  lead  to  obtain  a  neutrality  from  the 

often  fhewed  to  this  nation  •,  which  will  not  yield  the  glory  to  any  other 
whatfoever  to  be  eternally.  Sir,  yotir  majefty*s  moft  humble,  moft 
obedient,  and  moft  affectionate  fervants,  Rothes,  Montrofe,  Lefley, 
Marr,  Montgomery,  Lowdon,  Forrcfter." 

Biihop  Burnet  fays,  that  this  letter  was  propofed  and  dilated  by  the 
earl  of  Montrofe  ;  that  when  it  was  brought  to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale 
to  fign,  he  objedled  that  it  was  written  in  falfe  French -,  and  that  on  this 
objection  it  was  laid  afide  for  fome  time.  Burnet's  Hijiory  of  His  Own 
TimeSi  vol.  1.  p.  30. 
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king  of  England.     To  bring  about  this  bufmefs,  d  Lf-  Ann.^,639. 
trade  was  fent  by  the  cardinal  to  the  Englifh  court,  with  ,.E..de, 
indruaions  to  offer  the  King  his  own  terms.     Richlieu  r. 

(who  had  been  long  on  an  ill  footing  with  the  queen  of  p-  ^>  ^^   ^• 
England,  through  the  means  of  madam  de  Chevreufe 
who  had  reprefented  him  as  a  devil  in  the  part  he  had 
adted  againd  Mary  de  Medicis,    the   queen-mother,    ot 
France)  gave  d'Edrade  particular  directions  to  make  his 
fird  applications  to  Henrietta,  to  endeavour  to  remove 
the  prejudice  fhe  had  taken  againd  him,  and  to  make 
profeffions  on  his  part  of  a  paffion  to  ferve  her,  and  to 
dedroy  by  his  anions  the  ill  offices  that  had  been  done 
him  by  madam  de  Chevreufe.     Hemietta  received  the 
cardinal's  civilities  with  all  the  haughtinefs  that  could 
be  expedted  from  her  inexperience,  pride,  and  paffionate 
temper :  £he  not  only  filenced  d'Edrade  on  his  offering 
to  enter  on  a  vindication    of    Richlieu's   condudt,    but 
moreover  told  him,  that  (he  wanted  nothing  ^\^'^\^' 
aider,  and  was  determined  never  to  have  any  fnendfliip 
for  him.     The  anfwer  that  Charles  made  to  the  propo- 
fal  of  the  ambaffador  was  as  open  and  fincere  as  was 
that  of  the  queen:  On  d'Edrade's  affuring  him,  that  it 
he  would  comply  on  the  fubjed  of  the  defired  neuti  aliry 
the  cardinal  would  prevail  with  the  French  king  to  lend 
him  affidance  againd  fuch  of  his  fubjecfts  as  might  have 
rebellious  views,  he  anfwer ed,  that  he  ^f^^^^'^'^^'' 
of  foreign  aid  to  reduce  his  fubje^s  ;  and  fhould  be  lo 
far  froni  obferving  a  neutrality,  that  he  was  determined 
to  have   a  fleet  in    the  Downs   with   fifteen   thoufand 
troops  on  board,  ready  to  land  in  Flanders  in  cale  of 
need.     Richlieu  received  the  intelligence  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  offers  and  civilities  had  been  refufed  with 
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Ana.  1639.  all  that  indignant  fpirit  of  revenge  which  might  have 
been  expedted  from  a  man  confcious  of  his  power,  abi- 
lities, and  confequence. 

This  happened  at  the  beginning  of  the  breaking  out 
of  the  commotions  in  Scotland.  D'Eftrade  received  im- 
mediate orders  to  wiilidraw  into  Holland,  to  perfuade 
the  prince  of  Orange  to  attack  Antwerp,  with  intelli- 
gence that  Richlieu  would  fend  his  almoner,  a  Scotch- 
man, to  Edinburgh,  to  encourage  the  Scots  in  their  un- 
dertakings againfl  Charles,  and  to  promife  them  the  af- 
liftance  of  the  king  of  France.  "  It  was  proper  and  ad- 
vantageous, wrote  he  in  his  difpatches  to  d'Eflradc,  to 
difcover  the  fentiments  of  the  king  and  queen  of  Eng- 
land :  if  they  had  had  the  addrefs  to  conceal  them,  they 
would  have  perplexed  us  greatly.  But  before  the  end  of 
the  twelvemonth  they  Ihall  repent  their  having  refufed 
the  offers  which  you  made  them  from  his  majefty.  You 
could  not  have  fpoken  better,  nor  could  you  have  better 
anfwered  the  king  of  England  on  my  account :  he  (hall 
foon  know  that  I  am  not  dcfpicable." 

All  Charles's  panegyrifls,  and  many  capdid  authors, 
who  have  been  willing  to  add  light  to  a  chara<5ter  almoft 
totally  (haded  with  prejudice  and  vice,  have  taken  the 
opportunity,  on  this  part  of  his  conducft,  to  beftow  infi- 
nite praifes  on  what  they  term  patriotifm  and  heroifm. 
They  fuppofe  he  had  at  length  acquired  a  juft  idea  of 
national  intereft ;  and  give  him  great  merit  on  his  refuf- 
ing  to  be  biaffcd  by  the  proffers  made  him  of  affillance 
againfl  the  rifing  fpirit  of  his  fubje^5ls.  If  the  motives 
afljgned  by  thefe  authors  had  been  the  real  ones  that 
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adluated  him  on  this  important  occafion,  nothing  would  Ann.  1639. 
be  more  unjuft  than  to  deprive  him  of  the  praifes  due 
to  a  refolution  at  once  fpirited  and  difmterefted :  Charles 
had  not  at  this  time  any  idea  of  wanting  a  foreign  af- 
(iftance  j  and  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  Scotch 
tumults  were  at  firft  held  very  contemptible  by  the  Eng- 
lifli  court ;  that  the  King  was  naturally  fanguine  in  all 
contefls  that  concerned  the  royal  authority,  which  he 
thought  could  not  but  meet  with  fupport  from  every  in- 
dividual tha.t  had  fenfe  or  honefty;  befides,  he  was  en- 
tirely governed  in  this  affair  by  Henrietta  his  wife,  who 
mortally  hated  Richlieu,  and  had,  with  her  mother  Mary 
of  Medicis  *,  who  was  at  this  time  entertained  at  the 
Englifh  court,  efpoufed  the  Spanilh  fadion.  The  du-  StrafFord-s 
chefs  of  Chevreufe  had  been  obliged  to  fly  her  country  voi.u.p.nj, 
for  intriguing  with  the  Spaniards  ;  Henrietta  invited  her  *"*  '  *^  * 


♦  Her  intrigues  m  France  had  made  that  country  no  place  of  abode 
for  her.  She  fled  to  BruHels,  >\here  flie  was  much  carefled  by  the 
cardinal  infanta  i  bin  flie  was  fo  hated  by  the  peoplt^,  that  for  fear  of 
violence  to  her  perfon  llie  removed  to  Holland,  from  whence  fhe  was 
invited  into  England  by  the  queen  her  daughter  •,  where  fhe  arrived 
Odober  i6^S,  with  a  great  train  of  Popifli  attendants,  and  was  con- 
ducted in  high  ftate  through  the  ftreets  of  London.  The  public  ex- 
prefled  great  diflfatisfaL^ion  at  this  event.  IVhitlcck,  p.  28.  Eckard, 
fol.  ed.  1720,  p.  467. 

The  king  of  France  expoftulated  with  the  Englifh  ambaduior  on  the 
admittance  of  the  queen-mother  into  England.  He  faid,  that  fhe  was 
altogether  Spanifh,  and  would  try  all  means  to  hinder  a  conjundion  be- 
tween the  courts  of  France  and  England.  Lewis  farther  complained, 
that  all  the  Roman- Catholics  in  England  were  Spanilh  •,  and  argued» 
that  the  expence  of  keeping  the  queen-mother  in  England,  if  other- 
wife  employed,  might  recover  the  Palatinate ;  and  that  fhe  had  in  her 
train  people  who  would  caufe  diforders  in  the  court  of  England.  Syd- 
uefi  State  Papers^  vol.  II.  p.  461,  518,  5S0y  §y6,       •:  ?? 
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Ann.  1639.  over  into  England  *,  where  flie  was  fumptuouily  cntcr- 
aiained,  and  a  large  allowance  appointed  her.  Father 
-Orleans  fays,  that  many  of  the  French  nial-contents  took 

Orleans,  rcfugc  in  England  ;  that  it  was  not  queftioned  in  France 
but  that  fo  many  difgiilled  women  would  confpire  to  unite 
the  King  of  England  with  the  houfc  of  Auftria,  whofe 
minifters  had  daily  conferences  with  the  queen,  and  the 
"King  himfelf  was  prelent.  Charles,  through  female  in- 
fluence, was  fo  deeply  engaged  with  that  court  f,  that  had 
he  had  the  inclination,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for 
him  to  have  aded  the  part  of  neutrality  that  was  de- 
manded of  him  by  the  French  king. 


Memoirs  of  On  the  difcovcry  of  the  letter,  Colvil  and  the  earl  of 
p!*i'6o,Tfeq.  Lowdon  wcre  fent  to  the  Tower.  Lowdon  vindicated 
himfelf  on  the  following  plea :  That  the  letter  was 
written  before  the-  pacification,  and  for  that  reafon 
was  buried  in  oblivion.  He  offered  to  be  tried  by  his 
peers  in  Scotland,  from  which  place,  he  faid,  he  came 
on  his  majcfty's  warrant,  and  ought  to  be  returned 
back  again  a  freeman.  It  is  reported,  that  Charles  was 
«nuch  inclined  to  deprive  him  of  his  life  ;   but  was   dif- 

m 
* 

*  Henrietta  was  fo  fond  of  this  intriguing  woman,  that  fhe  permit- 
ted her  to  fit  in  her  prefcnce.  This  was  a  privilege  which  it  feems  was 
denied  not  only  to  the  French  ambaffadrefs,  but  to  the  women  of  the 
firft  quality  in  England.  This  important  point  was  formally  debated 
on  by  the  Englifh  ambafifador  and  the  court  of  France.  Sydney's  Stiite 
Papers. 

■]-  Charles  was  at  this  time  liftening  to  propofals  of  a  crofs- marriage 
between  two  of  his  children  and  a  fon  and  daughter  of  the  king  of 
Spain.  The  treaty  was  carried  on  by  madam  de  Chevreufe.  Sydney's 
State  Papers,  vol.  II.  p.  636. 
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fuaded  from  this  violent  ftieafure  by  the  marquis  of  Ha-  ^""*  '^^'^' 
'milton,   who  was    fenfible    of    the   mifchief   the   King 
would  bring  on  himfelf  by  fuch  a  procedure  *.     The 
enraged  party  at  court,  being  determined  at  all  hazards  Ann.  1640. 
to  reduce  the  Scots  to  obedience  by  the  force  of  arms, 
began  to  take  meafures  to  raifc  a  numerous  army  :  The  ^^^^^^^.^^^ 
counties  were  taxed  for  their  quotas,  and   fliip-money,  for  another 
with  the  arrears  due,  was  exaded  with  the  utmoil  ri-  '^^'* 
gor.     All  this  being  very  infufficient  to  fupply  the  exi- 
gencies of  a  war,  Wentwortb,  lately  created  earl  of  Siraf- 

*  The  following  is  the  ftory  told  by  Burnet,  from  a  paper  written 
by  Dr.  White  Kennet  bidiop  of  Peterborough.     Charles,  in  a  fit  of 
paffion,  fent  a  warrant  to  Sir  William  Balfour  lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
to  execute  the  prifoner  Lowdon  for  high-treafon.     Balfour,  at  the  de- 
fire  of  Lowdon,  confulted  with  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  on  what  was 
to  be  done  in  the  prefent  exigence.     Balfour  and  Hamilton  wxnt  im- 
mediately to  the  King,  whom  they  found  in  bed  :  Balfour  fell  on  his 
knees,  and  ufed  many  arguments  to  perfuade  the  King  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  a  warrant  which  could  not  be  legally  proceeded  on.     The 
King  faid,  the  warrant  was  his,  and  it  Ihould  be  obeyed.     On  this  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton  entered  the  chamber,  and  told  the  King,  that  if 
he  was  fo  determined,  himfelf  would  ride  poll  for  Scodand,  and  tell 
his  countrymen,  that  he  had  no  hand  in  it.     The  Kmg  was  fo  ftruck 
with  this  peremptory  declaration  that  he  tore  the  warrant..    Afpend.x  ta 
the  Enquiry  into  Glamorgan's  Tranfa^ions,  p.  15. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  the  year  163Q,  the  prince-palatine,  who 
havincr  raifed  a  fmall  army  in  Holland,  was  beat  by  Hatzfield,  one  of 
the  emperor's  generals,  in  Weftphalia,  made  another  vifit  to  his  uncle 
the  king  of  England,  to  folicit  a  fupply.  Charles  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  grant  the  requeft,  and  fent  the  young  prince  incognito  through 
France  to  the  allied  army,  which  had  promifed,  on  his  appearance,  to 
acknowledge  him  general  in  the  room  of  duke  Barnard  Saxe-Weymar, 
lately  decelfed :  He  was  difcovered  at  Lyons,  and,  by  an  order  from 
the  court  of  France,  confined  as  a  prifoner. 
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A«n.  1640.  ford  *,  who  had  been  fent  for  over  on  this  preffing  oc- 
cafion,  together  with  Laud  and  Hamilton,  the  three  men 
whom  Charles  confuhed  on  important  points,  encou- 
raged by  an  opinion  that  a  general  averfion  and  indig- 
nation againft  the  Scots  raged  through  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  and  depending  much  on  the  circumftance  of  the 
intercepted  letter,  advifed  the  King  to  recede  from  his 
determined  plan ;  and  once  again  try  the  old  conftitu- 
tional  expedient  of  a  parliament. 


Warwick's 
Memoirs, 
p.  144. 


When  this  refolution  was  told  to  the  council,  they 
gave  an  univerfal  voice  of  approbation :  but  Strafford, 
whom  confcious  guilt  rendered  fufceptible  of  doubts 
and  jealouly,  and  whofe  fate  was  wound  up  with 
that  of  his  mailer's,  was  determined,  if  poflible,  to 
render  him  capable  of  making  his  own  terms,  and 
fubfcribed  twenty  thoufand  pounds  as  a  free  loan  ;  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  a  young  nobleman  of  no  confider- 
able  parts,  gave  forty  thoufand.  The  example  influ- 
enced many  other  great  officers  in  church  and  flate  t» 
and  the  King  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  proceed 
with  his  armament  without  waiting  for  a  fubfidy.  Pre- 
fuming  on  this   unexpected  fupply,   he   determined   to 


*  He  had  often  folicited  this  dignity ;  but  Charles,  who  was  flow  in 
granting  favours  even  to  his  mod  determined  tools,  had  pofl:poned  the 
indulging  his  defires  till  this  period,  when  his  appearing  with  a  new 
lultre  in  Ireland  might  render  that  people  the  more  complying  to  his 
demands  in  this  prefling  neceflity  of  the  crown.     Strafford's  Letters. 

-f  Whitlock  fays,  that  the  judges  and  officers  of  the  courts  of  juflicc 
ccclefiaftical  and  civil  were  airciTt-d  by  the  council  according  to  the 
quality  and  profit  of  their  places, 
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flievv  the  .parliament  they  were  not  convened  out  of  ne-  Ann.  1540. 
ccfllty,  and  that  he  thought  himfelf  on  a  footing  to 
treat  them  in  his  ufual  flyle.  Ship-money  was  conti- 
nued to  be  levied,  altho'  the  grand-jury  of  Northamp- 
tonfhire  had  the  fpirit  to  prefcnt  it  as  illegal  *.  An  un- 
mitigated rigor  was  ufed  in  the  ecclefiallical  courts  f.  On 
the  death  of  Coventry  J,  which  happened  about  this  time, 
the  obnoxious  Finch  was  preferred  to  the  great  feal,  and 
created  baron  of  Fordich.  Fie  began  the  cxcrcife  of  his 
office  with  calling  the  judges  together,  and  giving  them 
a  charge  to  promote,  in  their  circuits,  the  ready  chear- 
ful  payment  of  fliip- money  ;  and  had  the  imprwlent  pre- 
fumption  to  declare,  on  a  demurrer  put  in  to  a  bill  then  CLrer.<^on 

*  '  ^  vol.  1.  p  58. 

before  him,  which  had  the  authority  of  an  orcier  of  the 
lords  of  the  council,  but  no  equity  in  it,  "  That  whiht 


*  Sir  Chriflopher  Yelverton,  high  fheriff  of  Northamptondilre,  hav- 
ing lent  to  the  council  a  copy  of  this  prefentment,  was  fliarply  repri- 
manded, and  ordered  to  do  his  office  on  pain  of  exemplary  puniihmenr. 
Rapin^  vol.  X.  p.  398,  ^  feq, 

-f  Some  tenants  of  the  church  of  Durham  having  combined  toge- 
ther, and  raifed  money  to  carry  on  a  profecution  againft  the  dean  and 
chapter  for  raifing  their  fines  exorbitantly,  contrary  to  a  decree  of  the 
court  at  York  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  they  were  called  before  the 
council,  and  Grey  and  Smith,  two  men  who  had  been  the  moft  bufy 
in  this  afrair,  were,  by  a  motion  of  Laud's,  committed  to  the  Gate- 
houfe.  Laud  laid,  that  the  dean  and  chapter  would  do  well  to  proceed 
againft  the  profecutors  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  never  renew  the  leafes 
to  them  or  their  children  ;  he  was  confident  it  was  a  praiflice  againft  the 
church,  and  that  there  was  a  farther  dcfign  in  the  bulinefs.  RupivcrlL\ 
vol.  III.  p.  i05i,^>,j. 

J  Coventry  died  with  the  following  document  in  his  mouth,  or  ra- 
ther requeft  to  the  King  :  That  he  v/ould  take  all  diibftes  from  the 
parliament  wir'i  p u.ienve,  and  nor  ^'iid  it  wirli  an  vmkind  difib-lution. 
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Afln.  1640.  ford  *,  who  had  been  fent  for  over  on  this  prefling  oc- 
cafion,  together  with  Laud  and  Hamilton,  the  three  men 
whom  Charles  confulted  on  important  points,  encou- 
raged by  an  opinion  that  a  general  averfion  and  indig- 
nation againft  the  Scots  raged  through  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  and  depending  much  on  the  circumflance  of  the 
intercepted  letter,  advifed  the  King  to  recede  from  his 
determined  plan ;  and  once  again  try  the  old  conftitu- 
tional  expedient  of  a  parliament. 


Warwick's 
Memoirs, 
p.  14^. 


When  this  refolution  was  told  to  the  council,  they 
gave  an  univerfal  voice  of  approbation :  but  Strafford, 
whom  confcious  guilt  rendered  fufceptible  of  doubts 
and  jealoufy,  and  whofe  fate  was  wound  up  with 
that  of  his  mailer's,  was  determined,  if  poflible,  to 
render  him  capable  of  making  his  own  terms,  and 
fubfcribed  twenty  thoufand  pounds  as  a  free  loan  ;  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  a  young  nobleman  of  no  confider- 
able  parts,  gave  forty  thoufand.  The  example  influ- 
enced many  other  great  ofTicers  in  church  and  flate  t> 
and  the  King  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  proceed 
with  his  armament  without  waiting  for  a  fubfidy.  Pre- 
fuming  on  this  unexpeded  fupply,   he   determined   to 


•  He  had  ofcen  folicited  this  dignity  i  but  Charles,  who  was  flow  in 
granting  favours  even  to  his  moft  determined  tools,  had  poftponed  the 
indulging  his  defires  liU  this  period,  when  his  appearing  with  a  new 
luitre'in  Ireland  might  render  that  people  the  more  complying  to  his 
demands  in  this  prefling  necefllty  of  the  crown.     Strafford's  Letters. 

i"  Whitlock  fays,  that  the  judges  and  officers  of  the  courts  of  jufl:ice 
ccclefiafl:ical  and  civil  were  aflriTt-d  by  the  council  according  to  the 
quality  and  profit  of  their  places. 
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flievv  the  .parliament  they  were  not  convened  out  of  ne-  Ann.  1640. 
ccflity,  and  that  he  thought  himfelf  on  a  footing  to 
treat  them  in  his  ufual  flyle.  Ship-money  was  conti- 
nued to  be  levied,  altho'  the  grand-jury  of  Northarap- 
tonfhire  had  the  fpirit  to  prefcnt  it  as  illegal  *.  An  un- 
mitigated rigor  was  ufed  in  the  ecclefiaflical  courts  f .  On 
the  death  of  Coventry  J,  which  happened  about  this  time, 
the  obnoxious  Finch  was  preferred  to  the  great  feal,  and 
created  baron  of  Fordich.  He  began  the  cxcrcife  of  his 
office  with  calling  the  judges  together,  and  giving  them 
a  charge  to  promote,  in  their  circuits,  the  ready  chear- 
ful  payment  of  fliip- money  ;  and  had  the  imprudent  pre- 
fumption  to  declare,  on  a  demurrer  put  in  to  a  bill  then  ciaren(!on 

*  '  ^  vol.1,  p  5^. 

before  him,  which  had  the  authority  of .  ata.  or4er,  of  the 
lords  of  the  council,  but  no  equity  in  it,  "  That  whilft 


*  Sir  Chrifliopher  Yelverton,  high  flieriff  of  NorthamptonQiIre,  hav- 
ing fent  to  the  council  a  copy  of  this  prefentment,  was  fl:arply  repri- 
manded, and  ordered  to  do  his  office  on  pain  of  exemplary  puniihnrerir. 
Rapin,  vol.  X.  p.  398^  ^  feq, 

-f  Some  tenants  of  the  church  of  Durham  having  combined  toge- 
ther, and  raifed  money  to  carry  on  a  profecution  againfl:  the  dean  and 
chapter  for  raifing  their  fines  exorbitantly,  contrary  to  a  decree  of  the 
court  at  York  in  the  time  of  EHzabeth,  they  were  called  before  the 
council,  and  Grey  and  Smith,  two  men  who  liad  been  the  mofl:  bufy 
in  this  afi^liir,  were,  by  a  motion  of  Laud*s,  committed  to  the  Gate- 
houfe.  Laud  laid,  that  the  dean  and  chapter  would  do  well  to  proceed 
againft  the  profecutors  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  never  renew  the  leafes 
to  them  or  their  children  ;  he  was  confident  it  was  a  pratSlice  againft  the 
church,  and  that  there  was  a  farther  dcfign  in  the  bufinefs.  Rufl^ijocrth^ 
vol.111,  p.  1051,  £s?y?y. 

I  Coventry  died  with  the  following  document  in  his  mouth,  or  ra- 
ther requeft  to  the  King  :  That  he  v/ould  take  all  diftaftes  from  t!ie 
parliament  vvirli  patience,  and  not  end  it  with  an  unkind  difiblution. 


Vol.  II. 
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Ann.  1640.  he  was  keeper,  no  man  fliould  be  fo  faucy  as  to  difpute 
thofe  orders,  but  that  the  wifdom  of  that  board  (hould 
be  always  ground  enough  for  him  to  make  a  decree  in 
Chancery." 

The  parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  April.  The  pleafure  this  news  gave  to  the 
lovers  of  Liberty  baffles  all  dcfcription  :  "  What,  cried 
they  in  their  mutual  congratulations,  are  our  tyrants 
at  length  unexpedledly  drove  into  the  neceffity  of  calling 
a  parliament,  after  their  ufe  has  been  fo  long  and  fo 
fuccefsfully  laid  afide  ?  and  this  when  our  hopes  are 
grown  languid  j  at  a  time  when  the  remembrance  of 
that  auguft  aflembly,  when  the  veneration  its  condudt  fo 
juftly  acquired,  is  grown  faint  on  the  minds  of  the  vul- 
gar." The  exultation  of  the  public  began  to  jfhew  itfelf 
on  feveral  occafions :  The  prefentment  of  the  North amp- 
ton(hire  jury  againft  the  illegality  of  Ihip-money  ;  the 
fpirited  exertion  of  one  Bagfliaw,  a  lawyer,  reader  of 
the  Middle-Temple,  who  argued  againft  the  lawfulnefs 
of  the  ieat  and  jurifdi(fl:ion  of  bifhops  in  parliament  *. 

*  He  argued  on  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  III.  and  divided  his  matter 
into  feveral  parts,  alloting  a  cafe  for  every  day  in  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  read.  His  arguments  being  reported  to  Laud,  he  was  com- 
manded not  to  proceed.  He  applied  to  Finch  the  lord-keeper,  who 
fcnt  him  to  Laud,  telling  him,  it  was  good  law,  but  he  could  not  pro- 
ceed without  a  licence.  Laud  told  him,  he  had  fallen  on  an  unfit  fub- 
jcft  in  an  unfeafonable  time,  which  would  ftick  by  him  as  long  as  he 
lived.  He  was  again  commanded  filence,  on  which  he  went  out  of 
town.  Forty  or  fifty  gentlemen  of  the  inns  of  court,  to  do  him  honour, 
and  fliew  their  approbation  of  his  intention  to  inftrudb  his  audience,  at- 
tended him  on  horfeback.     Wh'uhck^  ?•  3>^  ^ [eq. 

Nqi- 


Notwiihftanding  thefe  favourable  omens,  there  was  at  Ann.  16491 
thistime  too  much  leaven  of  priefthood,  and  other  fla- 
grant prejudices  in  the  nation,  for  the  Puritans,  the  great 
oppofers  of  the  late  tyrannical  proceedings,  to  carry  the 
majority  of  eledlions.  On  this  important  occafion,  there- 
fore, many  members  were  chofen  who  had  too  fcrupu- 
lous  a  regard  for  what  they  called  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  and  church,  to  engage  heartily  with  that  party  in 
corredling  the  abufes  and  reforming  the  corruptions  of 
either. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Englifli  parliament, 
StraiFord  was  fent  over  into  Ireland,  with  the  title  oi\^'^^^ 
lord-lieutenant,  and  the  ornament  of  a  blue  ribbon,  to 
gain  from  that  eafy  credulous  people  a  fum  of  money 
fuflicient  to  execute  the  defigns  which  had  been  concerted 
between  him  and  his  matter.     A  parliament  was  accor- 
dingly called  in  that  kingdom,  which  anfwered  fo  well  straffbrd's 
the  hopes  of  the  miniftry,  that  they  immediately  granted  Yo\\\' 
four  fubfidies,   exprefTed   a   violent   zeal   for   the    caufe,  ^% 
drew  up  a  declaration  containing  an  acknowledgment  of 
favours  and  benefits  enjoyed  under  his  majefty's  happy 
and  gracious   government,   with  a  promife  for  a  farther 
fupply  to  the  utmoft  of  their  abilities  if  the  King's  oc- 
cafions fliould  require  it.     This   was  not  only  entered 
into    the    Englifli    council-caufes,    and   copies   difperfed 
abroad,  but  mentioned  at  the  end  of  the  King's  decla-  Rufhuonh, 
ration  againft  the  Scots,  with  an  intimation  that  the  lub-  p^lo^'J.' 
jecSts  of  England  would  do  well  to  follow  fo  good  an 
example  *. 

*  Such  was  the  fubjedion  in  which  the  Irifh  parliament  was  held  by 
•the  lieutenant,  that  he  procured  the  following  claule  to  be  inferted  in 

T  t  2  their 
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f^!^  ^^^'"^  ^^^  thirteenth,  the  parliament  met*  Eager 
of  England,  expcaation  took  poflcfnon  of  almoft  every  EngUai  breall ; 
nor  were  the  Scots  lefs  free  from  this  turbulent  affedlioni 
feeing  that  their  fuccefs  or  ruin  entirely  depended  on  the 
Piri  H-  .  ^^^^^"^^^^s  ^^  ^^^is  alTembly.  After  a  (liort  preface  from 
vui^P^^gjl  ^^^  ^i'^S'  the  lord-keeper  Finch  made  a  long  fpeech  to 
^'^1-  both  hoiifes;   this  performance  out-did  his  ufual  bom- 

baft :  He  began  with  highly  extolling  his  mailer's  con- 
Fhch's  ^^^^^"^^on  in  calling  a  parliament.  "  His  majefty's 
ip:cch.  kingly  refolutions,  faid  he,  are  feated  in  the  ark  of  his 
facred  bread  ;  and  it  were  a  prcfumption  of  too  high  a 
nature  for  any  Uzziah,  uncalled,  to  touch  it :  Yet  his 
majefty  is  plcafed  to  lay  by  the  fhining  beams  of  ma- 
jefty,  as  Phoebus  did  to  Phaeton,  that  the  diftance  be- 
tween fovereignty  and  fubjccflion  fhould  not  bar  you  of 
that  filial  fieedoiia  of  accefs  to  his  perfon  and  counfels ; 
only  let  us  beware  how,  with  the  fon  of  Clymene,  we. 

their  declaration  :  «  And  particularly  in  placing  over  us  fo  jufl,  wife, 
and  vigilant  a  govc -nor  as,  (s^c.  who  by  his  great  care  ami  travail  of 
body  and  mind,  flnccre  and  upright  adminiftracion  of  jullice  without 
partiality,  ^r."     Wentworth  having  obtained  this  claule  to  be  thruft 
into  the  declaration  ot  the  IriOi  parliament,  boafted  much  of  his  inre- 
reit  in  that  kingdom.     «  I  have  left,  wrote  he  in  a  letter  to  fecretary 
Wmdebank,  ihe  Irilh  {Kople  as  fully  lutisfied  as  can  poflibly  be  wiflied 
for,  notwithft.uuiing  t  le  philolophy  of  fome  amongft  you  in  the  court 
who  muft  needs  have  it  believed,   that  people  are  infinitely  diftaftecl 
with  the  prelent  gov  inirent,  and  hating  of  me;   which  error  I  can 
eafily  remit  unto  them,  confidering  that  thereby  the  truth  will  be  more 
clearly  underftood   unto   all,   and   in   conclufion  the  fhame  fall  unto 
themfelves."     ( me^sL:fi  cf  Orm.nc:',  yol  l.  p.  g 5,     Straff.rd^s  Uturs 
vol.  II.   p.  403.  '^  "'» 

♦  Wren  bilhop  of  Ely,  one  of  tl:e  mofl  obnoxious  prelates  in  the 
kingdom,  preached  before  the  King  on  this  occafion  at  Weftminfter 
Naljui,  vol.  1.  p.  306. 


aim 
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aim  not  at  the  guiding  the  chariot,  as  if  that  were  the  Ann.  1640. 
only   tellimony   of  fatherly  affection.     But  let  us  ever 
remember,  that  though  the  King  fomctimes  lays  by  the 
beams  and  rays  of  majefty,  he  never  lays   by  majefty 
itfelf."       After   this    introducStion,   Finc)i    expatiated    on 
the  King's   goodncfs   in    eafmg   the  parliament  of  the 
trouble  of  giving  advice  concerning  the  bufmefs  of  the 
nation,  and  the  having  for  twelve  years  taken  that  bur- 
den on  himfelf.      He  then  proceeded  to  invedtives  againft 
the  Scots,  who,  he  faid,  defigned   to  introduce  an  army 
of  foreigners  into  their  country,  fo  that  there  was   an 
abfolute  neceflity  to  make  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  England.     He  gave  an  account  of  the  zeal   the  Irifli 
parliament  had  exprefled  for  the  King's  fervice,  ran  out 
in  a  high-llown  panegyric  on  the  King  and  his  govern- 
ment, on  the  queen,  and  the  reft  of  the  royal   family  : 
He  introduced  the  old  topic  of  tonnage  and  poundage, 
which  he  faid  the  King  would  gracioufly  accept  as  a 
gift  from  the   parliament;  and  ended  with  an  exhorta^ 
tion  to  the  Commons  to  grant  a  liberal  fupply.     After 
this  empty  harangue,  Charles  produced  the  letter  which 
had  been  fent  by  the  covenanters  to  the  French  king, 
and  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  fent  the  lord  Low^ 
don  and  Mr.  Colvil  prifoners  to  the  Tower  *.      Finch  had 
told  both  houfcs,  that  in  the  difpute  between  the  King  . 

*  Finch  endeavoured  to  aggravate  this  imputed  crime  by  infifling 
much  on  the  trifling  circumftance  of  the  fuperfcription  of  the  letter  j 
a  ftyle,  he  faid,  never  written  by  any  Frenchman  but  to  their  king. 
However,  the  fuperfcription  was  denied  by  the  parties  concerned,  who 
aflerted,  that  it  was  added,  with  a  view  of  blackening  them,  after 
their  e.iemies  had  gotten  poflefiion  of  the  letter.  Pari,  lliji.  vol.  VIII. 
p.  406. 

and 
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Ann.  1640.    and  tTic  Scots,  his  majefty  would  not  admit  any  one  to 
ititerpofe  an  office  of  mediation. 


Serjeant 

Olanville's 

fpeech. 


The  Commons  chofe  ferjeant  Glanville  for  their 
fpeaker  *,  a  man  of  fome  abilities,  and  at  this  time  not 
very  difpleafmg  to  any  party  in  cither  houfe.  In  his 
fpeech  to  the  throne  he  expatiated  on  the  excellence  of 
monarchy  royal  and  hereditary,  and  bcftowed  great  en- 
comiums on  the  King's  government,  on  his  piety,  and 
his  other  perfonal  virtues.  After  this  incenfe,  he  en- 
tered on  the  fubje(ft  of  the  prerogative,  which,  he  faid, 
could  do  no  hurt,  provided  it  admitted  the  temperament 
of  law  and  juftice.  He  explained  what  he  called  the 
highefl  prerogative,  "  The  King  can  do  no  wrong,"  a 
maxim  in  law  which  had  ever  been  fo  abfurdly  and  in- 
famoufly  mifreprcfented  by  crown-lawyers.  Every  unjuft 
command,  faid  he,  is  made  void  by  this  privilege ;  and 
therefore,  though  the  King  in  his  perfon  is  innocent,  the 
adlors  of  thofe  abufcs  Hand  liable  and  expofed  to  (Irit^ 
examination  and  juft  cenfurc.  He  then  infinuated  the 
neceffity  of  enadting  plain  flatutes,  that  the  fubjed:  might 
be  enabled  to  underfland  what  is  expected  of  him,  and 
what  he  may  call  his  own.  «*  Were  we  never  fo  valiant, 
concluded  he,  never  fo  wealthy,  if  love  and  unity  be  not 

*  The  perfon  ^who  brought  the  fpeaker- eledl  the  meflage  to  attend 
the  King  in  the  upper  houfe  was  of  no  better  condition  than  a  quar- 
ter-waiter: The  neceflary  ceremony  on  this  occafion  was  neglcded 
lall  parliament,  and  noticed  by  that  aflembly  as  an  affront  to  the 
houfe.  Glanville#  commanded  the  waiter  to  tell  Maxwell,  the  gentle- 
man-uftierof  the  houfe  of  Lords,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  have  come 
and  brought  the  meflage  himfelf.  Journals  0/  the  Commons,  vol.  II. 
p.  3. 

amongft 


amongft  us,  what  good  will  our  wealth  do  to  ourfelves  Ann.  164a. 
or  to  your  majefty  ?   he  that  commands  a  heart  in  love, 
he  and  he  only  commands  afluredly  tlie  purfe  to  pay, 
and  the  hands  to  fight." 

The  Commons,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  fevered 
parliaments,  previous  to  their  entering  on  matters  of  im^ 
portance,  conferred  with  the  Lords  concerning  the  peti- 
tioning the  King  for  a  faft,  with  the  ufual  bufinefs  of 
fettling  eledlions,  and  determining  matters  of  privilege  *. 
The  firft  days  of  the  feffion  were  fpent  in  reading  peti- 
tions poured  in  by  feveral  counties  in  England  againft 
lliip-money,  projedls,  monopolies,  the  tranfadions  of  the 
Star-chamber,  the  High-commiffion  court,  and  other 
grievances.  The  King,  who  imagined  that  the  Commons 
would  be  in  a  flame  on  the  fubjecH:  of  the  letter  that  was 
written  to  the  French  king  f,  fent  them  a  meflage  by  fe- 
crerary  Windebank,  enlarging  on  the  affronts  and  indig- 
nities the  Scots  had,  by  fiich  an  appeal  to  a  foreign 
prince,  put  on  their  fovereign.  The  Commons  were  at 
this  time  fo  taken  up  with  their  own  grievances,  that 
they  took  no  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  fecretary 
Windebank.  The  debate  on  the  national  oppreflions 
was  opened  by  Harbotile  Grimftone,  member  for  Efilex: 
•*  The  bufinefs  that  had  been  recommended  to  their  con- 
fideration  by  his  majefty,  he  faid,  was  a  weighty  bufi- 

•  It  was  this  fefllon  determined,  that  every  member  (hould  have  pri- 
vilege for  fixteen  days  before  the  beginning,  and  fixteen  iifter  the  end- 
ing, of  parliament.     Journals  of  the  Commons ,  vol.  II.  p.  10. 

-}-  The  Lords  had  been  fo  complaifant  as  to  vote,  that  the  lord  Low- 
don  fhould  be  detained  a  jprlfoner  in  the  Tower  till  farther  evidence 
fljould  appear  in  this  affiiir.     Wbitlock,  p.  32. 

nefe,, 
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Ann.  1640.  ncfs,  and  very  worthy  the  advifement  of  that  great  coim- 
cil  ;  but  there  was  a  caib  at  home  of  as  great  a  confe- 
quence,  and  fo  much  ilie  more  dangerous,  becaufe  it 
was  home-bred,  and  ran  in  the  very  veins  of  the  body 
l)ohtic :  That  cafe  was  the  violation  of  Magna  Charta  ; 
itfelf  but  a  renovation  and  reiliiution  of  the  ancient 
laws  of  the  kingdom  ^  a  charter  v.hich  had  been  con- 
firmed above  thirty  times,  and  in  his  prefent  majcRy's 
reign  more  than  confirmed  by  an  a(5t  declaratory,  invellcd 
with  the  title  of  Petition  of  Riglu.  What  expofitions, 
added  he,  contrary  to  that  Law  of  Riglu,  have  fome  men 
given,  to  the  undermining  the  Liberty  of  the  fubjecl, 
with  new-invented,  fubtle  diilin<5tions  ?  alTuming  to  them- 
felves  a  power  to  make  void  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 
The  commonwealth  hath  been  mafTacred,  all  property 
and  liberty  fhaken,  the  church  diikacfted,  the  gofpel  and 
profcfTors  of  it  perfecuted,  and  the  whole  nation  over- 
run with  fwarms  of  proje(5ling  canker-worms  and  cater- 
pillars, the  word  of  all  the  Egyptian  plagues.  As  the 
cafe  {lands,  I  conceive  there  are  two  points  very  conlide- 
rable  in  it :  the  firft,  what  hath  hiten  done  any  way  to 
impeach  the  liberties  of  the  fubjccfl,  contrary  to  the  Peti- 
tion of  Right ;  the  fecond,  who  have  been  the  authors 
and  caufers  of  it." 


The  next  who  fpoke  after  iVlr.  Grimftone  was  Sir 
Benjamin  Rudyard,  an  honeft,  plain,  well-meaning  coun- 
try-gentleman, a  man  of  good  fenfe,  but  neither  of  depth 
of  underftanding,  or  knov.  ledge  enough  in  the  wayr  of 
men,  to  cope  with  the  vicious  politics  of  a  court.  He 
lamented  the  heavy  grievances  the  nation  had  fuftaincd 
in  the  intermiffion  of  parliaments  j  he  aflerted,  that  if 
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parliaments  were  gone  all  was  gone ;  and  pathetically  Ann.  1640. 
recommended  to  the  houfe,  to  ingratiate  themfelves  by 
their  carriage,  that  the  race  of  parliaments  might  not 
be  rooted  out.  The  lad  member  that  fpoke  in  this  im- 
portant debate  was  Mr.  Pym,  a  man  in  the  prime  of 
his  age,  but  old  in  the  fervice  of  parliaments ;  much 
noted  for  his  abilities,  but  yet  of  greater  weight  with 
his  party  from  the  Heady  uncorrupted  uniformity  of  his 
condudl  in  the  important  office  of  a  fenator;  to  the  re- 
putation he  had  acquired  in  this  particular  was  united  a 
life  moral  and  pious,  a  religion  totally  free  of  the  pre* 
vailing  corruptions  of  the  times :  this  procured  him  the 
refpecH:  of  all  the  good  and  moderate  men  in  the  king- 
dom, and  from  his  reputed  knowledge  in  theology,  the 
houfe  had  ever  appointed  him  the  manager  of  all  the 
bufincfs  which  concerned  religion.  This  excellent  pa- 
triot, in  a  difcourfe  which  held  above  two  hours,  but  in 
which  there  was  no  word  without  its  weight,  enume- 
rated all  theoppreffion  of  the  times  *. 


*  When  Mr.  Pym  mentioned  the  long  intermiflion  of  parliaments, 
he  told  the  houfe,  that  by  two  ftatutes,  not  yet  repealed,  a  parliament 
ought  to  be  held  once  a-year.     On  the  fubjedt  of  impofition,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  impofitions  were  not    only   multiplied  upon   merchants 
goods  that  were  exported  out  of,  and  imported  into,  the  kingdom,  but 
that  there  was  a  growing  mifchief  in  plotting  for  the  impofition  of 
goods  not  of  the  produce  of  England,  nor  ever  brought  into  it,  but 
that  were  conveyed  from  one  foreign  (jountry  to  another  by  Englifh 
merchants,  a  courfe  never  before  heard  of.     In  treating  of  the  grievance 
of  fliip-money,  he  afferted,  that  though  there  was  a  judgment  given  for 
it,  it  was  againft  all  former  precedents  and  laws ;  it  was  a  grievance 
that  had  no  limits  either  for  time  or  proportion  ;  and  whoever  endea- 
voured to  defend  it  muft  be  fenfible  that  both  his  reputation  and  con- 
fcience  lav  at  (lake  in  the  defence.     In  expatiating  on  the  fervile  doc- 
trine at  this  time  preached  by  the  clergy,  he  faid,  that  Dr.  Manwar- 
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Pym  never  harangued  in  vain:  the  houfe  came  to  a 
refolution,  and  ordered  that  the  records  and  proceedings 
in  the  Star-chamber  and  King's-Bench,  concerning  feve- 
ral  members  of  the  houfe  in  the  laft  parliament,  fhould 
be  fent  for  immediately ;  that  a  feledl  committee  be  ap- 
pointed  to  meet  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  houfe 
touching  the  violation  of  the  privilege  of  parliament,  the 
laft  day  of  the  laft  parliaments  ;  that  the  records,  enrol- 
ments, judgments,  and  proceedings  in  the  Exchequer, 
and  all  courts  whatfoever,  concerning  fliip-money  *,  fliould 
be  fent  for. 


On  the  queftion  concerning  the  behaviour  of  the 
fpeakcr,  the  houfe  refolved,  that  the  fpeaker's  refuf- 
ing  to  put  the  queftion,  after  a  verbal  command  from 
his  majefty,  fignified  by  the  fpeaker  to  the  houfe,  to 
adjourn,  and  no  adjournment  made  by  the  houfe, 
is  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  houfe.  Though 
the  Commons  had  fat  but  a  few  days,  yet  as  they  had 
taken  little  notice  of  the  bufinefs  recommended  to  them 
by  the  lord-keeper,  Charles  grew  impatient,  and  ordered 

ing  had  for  that  fault  been  brought  upon  his  knees  the  laft  parlia- 
ment: «*  He  did  not  think,  that  being  brought  fo  low,  he  would 
have  leaped  fo  foon  into  a  bifhopric."  Pari,  Hifi,  vol.  VIII.  p.  432, 
Of  feq. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  concerning  grievances,  one  Peard  a 
lawyer,  with  fomc  warmth  of  expreffion,  called  Ihip-money  an  abomi- 
nation. He  was  reprimanded  by  Herbert  the  queen's  folicitor,  whofe 
reprehenfion,  as  Clarendon  alTcrts,  was  thought  to  have  fo  much  weight 
in  it,  that  Mr.  Peard  very  hardly  efcaped  a  fevere  reprimand  ;  "  which  I 
mention,  adds  this  pompous  courtier,  that  the  temper  and  fobriety  of 
that  houfe  may  be  taken  notice  of,  and  their  diflblution,  which  fhortly 
after  fell  out,  the  more  lamented.".    Clarendon,  vol.  I.  p.  105,  ^feq. 
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both  houfes  to  attend  him  at  Whitehall.  Finch,  the  per-  Ann.  1640. 
fon  whom  they  had  juft  cenfured  as  the  violator  of  their  of  the  Lwds. 
liberties,  by  the  King's  diredlions,  acquainted  them,  that 
the  army  was  now  upon  its  march ;  that  it  coft  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  a  month ;  and  that  without  an 
immediate  fupply  the  honour  of  their  prince  and  nation 
would  be  loft.  He  attempted  to  palliate  the  tax  of  fliip- 
money,  as  neceflary  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  the 
Britifli  flag,  and  made  a  ridiculous  diftindlion  on  the 
obje(ftion  that  tonnage  and  poundage  were  ufed  to  be 
given  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fleet  at  fea.  "  It  was  a 
tax  never  intended,  he  faid,  but  for  ordinary  prefervation 
of  the  fea,  not  for  extraordinary."  He  next  fet  before  the 
Commons  the  example  of  the  two  laft  Irifli  parliaments, 
and  boafted  what  great  advantages  they  had  gained  by 
their  dutiful  behaviour.  To  crown  the  whole  of  this 
extraordinary  harangue,  he  told  the  houfes,  that  his  ma- 
jefty could  not  this  year  forbear  to  levy  fhip-money,  but 
expe(5led  their  concurrence  in  the  raiflng  it  for  the  future. 
He  concluded  with  magnificent  promifes,  in  the  King's 
name,  to  give  them  fatisfadlion  in  point  of  fecurity  for 
their  liberties,  provided  they  would  firft  fatisfy  him  in 
the  matter  of  fupply. 


The  Commons  referved  the  confideration  of  this 
fpeech  to  the  next  day,  when  Edmund  Waller,  a  young 
man  of  a  good  eftate  and  promifing  parts,  in  a  very 
fenfible  manner  anfwered  the  arguments  that  had  been 
urged  by  the  keeper,  and  that  in  a  ftrain  of  elo- 
quence which  procured  him  the  attention  and  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  whole  aflembly.  The  purport  of  his  fpeech 
was  to  perfuade  the  houfe  to  infift  on  the  redrefs   of 
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Ann.  1640.   grievances  before  they  gave  a  fupply:  This,  he  faid,  was 
the  cuftom  of  all  parliaments,  and  now  particularly  re- 
quiiite ;  he  acknowledged  that  his  raajefly's  occafions  for 
money  were  evident,  for  the  calling  of  a  parliament  was 
an  effed  which  no  light  caufe  could  have  produced  ;  he 
cenfured  the  condud:  of  the  clergy  in  a  very  Ihrewd  man- 
ner: "  I  am  forry  thefe  men,  faid   he,  take  no   more 
care  to  gain  our  belief  of  thofe  things  which  they  tell  us 
for  our  foul's  health,  while  we  know  them  fo  manifeflly 
in  the  wrong  in  that  which  concerns  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  fubjeds  of  England;   But   they  gain 
preferment,  and  then  'lis  no  matter  though  they  neither 
believe  themfelves,  or  are  believed  by  others.      Yet  fince 
they  are  fo  ready  to  let  loofe  the  confcience  of  the  King, 
we  ought  the  more  carefully  to  provide  for  our  protec- 
tion againft  this  pulpit-law,  by  reinforcing  the  munici- 
pal laws  of  the  kingdom.     It  is  worthy  the  obferv^ng 
how  new  this  opinion,  or  rather  this  way  of  rifing,  is, 
even  among  themfelves.     Mr.  Hooker,  who  was  no'  re- 
fractory man  (as  they  term  it)  thinks,  that  the  firfl  go- 
vernment  was  arbitrary,  till  it  was  found  that  to  live  by 
one  man's  will  became  all  mens  mifery  ;  and  if  we  look 
farther,  our  hiflories  will  tell  us  that  the  prelates  of  this 
kingdom  have  often  been  mediators  between  the  King  and 
his  fubjc(5ls,   to  pray  rcxlrefsof  tlieir  grievances.     They 
then  had  love  and  reverence  from  the  people." 

Mr.  Waller's  motion,  that  the  redrcfs  of  grievances 
fliould  precede  the  fupply,  was  aflcnted  to  by  the  houfe, 
and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Lords  ihould  be  confulted 
on  ihis  fubjed:.  Matter  was  prepared  for  the  conference, 
aad  th:  grievances  divided  into  three  clafles,  •according 
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to  the  order  Mr.  Pym  had  ufed  in  his  fpeech :  Firft,  con-  Ann.  1640. 

.  .  f,         ,.     m  /•  ji        Journals  of 

cernmg  innovations  m  matters  or  religion ;  lecondly,  commons, 
property  of  goods;  thirdly,  liberties  and  privileges  of  """^'^^P'"" 
parliament  *.  Charles,  hearing  what  was  going  forward 
in  the  lower  houfe,  went  to  the  Lords  in  a  great  rage ; 
told  them,  that  the  Commons  had  put  the  cart  before 
the  horfe  j  that  inftead  of  performing  his  occafions,  they 
had  held  confultations  of  innovations  in  religion,  pro- 
perty of  goods,  and  privileges  of  parliament  j  that  as 
for  religion,  his  heart  and  confcience  was  with  the  reli- 
gion now  eftabliflied  in  the  church  of  England  i  ;  that 
if  the  houfe  of  Commons  would  but  truft  him,  he  would 
make  good  what  he  promifed  by  the  lord-keeper  J.  "  I 
conjure  your  lordfhips,  added  he,  confider  your  own  ho- 
nour, and  the  prcpofterous  courfe  of  the  Commons ;  and 
defire  that  your  lordlhips  will  not  join  witli  them,  but 
leave  them  to  themfelves.  I  defue  you  to  be  careful  in 
this  point  ;  elfe,  if  the  fupply  come  not  in  time,  I  will 
not  fay  what  mifchief  may  and  mull  follow." 

The  Lords,  confiding  on  the  large  promifes  made  by 
the  King,  or  overcome  by  his  importunity,  or  depending 


•  Mr.  Pym  was  appointed  for  the  firft  clafs,  and  to  make  the  intro- 
dudlion  to  the  whole  bufinefs  -,  Mr.  St.  John  for  the  fccond ;  and  Mr. 
Holbourne  for  the  third.     Pari,  Hifi.  vol.  VIII.  p.  456. 

f  The  fopperies  of  Laud's  religion,  which  Charles  had  eftablifhed  in 
the  church,  was  one  of  the  prime  grievances  that  the  Commons  com- 
plained of. 

X  By  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  hints  which  fell  from  the  King 
and  the  lord- keeper,  the  graces  Charles  was  to  grant  to  his  people,  af- 
ter the  obtaining  a  fupply,  were,  hat  if  the  Commons  would  grant 
him  the  tax  of  fhip- money,  with  tonnage  and  pounda^^e,  he  would  ac- 
cept them  as  a  gift,  and  not  raife  them  by  virtue  of  prerogative. 
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Ann.  1640.  on  the  fuperior  virtue  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  de- 
termined to  put  the  tafk  of  a  refufal  on  them  :  they 
voted,  that  the  fupply  fhould  have  precedency,  and  be 

Sf  th/Lord^.  ^^^^^^^^  "PO^  before  any  other  matter  whatfoever  j  and 
that  there  fliould  be  a  conference  with  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  in  order  to  difpofe  them  thereto  *.  The  King 
fent  to  thank  the  Lords  for  this  refolution,  and  to  aflure 
them,  that  nothing  was  more  agreeable  to  him  than  to 
have  a  good  underftanding  with  their  lordfliips.  Their 
advice  on  this  fubjedt  was  no  fooner  reported  to  the 
Commons,  than  that  temper,  or  rather  lukewarmnefs, 
which  had  hitherto  appeared  to  have  infedled  their  coun- 
fels,  entirely  vaniflied  ;  they  grew  warm,  and  with  una- 
nimous confent  voted  it  to  be  fo  high  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege, that  they  could  not  proceed  upon  any  other  matter 
until  they  had  firft  received  fatisfadtion  from  the  upper 
houfe. 


The  next  day  Mr.  Pym,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons, gave  the  Lords  to  underfland,  that  it  was  not  their 
province  to  meddle  with  the  matter  of  fupply  till  it 
fliould  be  moved  to  them  by  the  Commons ;  that  if  they 
had  taken  any  notice  of  orders  in  their  houfe  concern- 
ing religion,  property,  and  privileges,  that  thefe  were  to 
precede  a  fupply,  that  then  they  would  freely  join  with 
the  Commons  in  thofe  things  j  but,  for  the  future,  they 

*  One  Edward  Bradlhaw,  for  felling  falfe  proteftions,  was  by  the 
Lords  committed  to  the  Fleet,  fentenced  to  (land  in  the  pillory  at  two 
places,  fined  one  hundred  pounds,  and  fent  to  the  houfe  of  corre(5lion 
till  he  found  fureties  for  his  good  behaviour ;  as  he  was  a  gentleman 
born,  they  remitted  the  punifhmcnt  of  whipping.  MS,  Journal  of  the 
Lordsy  vol.  L 
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defired  them  to  take  no  notice  of  what  fliould  be  debated  ^^*  *^^^' 
in  their  houfe  till  themfelves  fliould  declare  it  to  their 
lordfliips  *.     The  Lords  feemed  at  firft  determined  to  re- 
fent  the  free  expoftulations  of  the  Commons,  but  at  length 
became  fenfible  of  their  error,  and  acknowledged  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  Commons  in  this  point,  withal  intreating 
them  not  to  let  the  difference  be  an  occafion  of  wafting 
time ;  but  that  they  would  proceed  in  their  own  way  on  the 
weighty  affairs  of  the  kingdom  f .  The  manner  in  which 
this  acknowledgment  was  made  being  not  full  enough,  clarendon, 
or  in  other  particulars  not  pleafing  to  the  Commons,  they  &°fcq/'*°^' 
were  preparing  a  proteftation  to  be  fent  up  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  to  be  entered  in  their  own  Journal,  when 


*  In  this  difpute  the  Commons  infiftcd,  that  the  money-bills,  after 
they  had  pafled  their  houfe,  and  were  confented  to  by  the  Lords,  ought 
to  be  re-delivered,  and  by  their  fpeaker  prefented  to  the  King,  as  their 
free  gift  and  donation.     Pari.  Hijt,  vol.  VIII.  p.  462. 

f  The  Lords  began  the  fefllon  with  a  very  different  fpirit  from  what 
they  (hewed  in  the  important  point  of  fupply.  They  objedted  to  Man- 
waring  bi(hop  of  St  David's  fitting  among  them  ;  read  over  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Commons,  and  their  own  fentence  againft  him,  and  put 
that  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  a  committee ;  when  the  King  fent  to 
affure  them,  that  he  had  given  command  that  Manwaring  (hould  not 
fit  in  parliament,  nor  fend  a  proxy.  The  earl  of  Middlefex  petitioned 
them  for  leave  to  take  his  feat  amongfl:  them  :  this  the  houfe  did  not 
this  feflTion  determine  in  his  favour,  though  the  King  had  fent  him  a 
writ  of  fummons.  Thefe  fpirited  proceedings  were  pufhed  on  by  the 
popular  party  in  the  houfe ;  but  whea  affairs  began  to  grow  to  a  crifis, 
and  the  miniilry  found  it  neceffary  to  make  ufe  of  threats  and  promifes, 
thofe  peers  who  were  by  fortune  and  inclination  entirely  independent 
of  the  court  found  themfelves  too  inconfiderable  a  body  to  make  any 
oppofition  to  that  undue  influence  which  prevailed  in  the  upper  houfe. 
MS.  Journals  of  the  Lords^  vol.  I. 

they 
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Saturday, 
2  May. 


Ann.  1640.  they  received,  by  Sir  Henry  Vane  fccreiary  of  flate,  and 
treafurer  of  the  houfhold,  a  mefTage  from  the  King,  im- 
porting, that  he  had  by  divers  ways  acquainted  the  houfe 
with  his  urgent  neceflity  for  a  fupply,  and  had  hitherto 
received  no  anfwer ;  he  did  again  defire  them  to  give 
him  a  prelent  anfwer  concerning  this  bufinefs  *.  After 
a  long  debate  on  this  meflage,  the  houfe  came  to  no 
other  refolution  than  that  the  debate  fhould  be  rc- 
fumed  on  Monday  in  the  next  week,  and  defired  that  his 
majelly  might  be  acquainted  with  their  determination. 
On  the  day  appointed  for  farther  debate,  they  received 
another  melTage,  to  the  following  purport;  That  his 
majelly,  the  better  to  facilitate  their  refolutions,  thought 
fit  to  let  them  know,  that  of  his  grace  and  favour  he 
was  plcafed,  upon  their  gr.mting  twelve  lubfidies,  to  be 
prefcntly  paflcd,  and  to  be  paid  in  three  years,  with  a 
provifo  that  it  fhould  not  determine  the  feflion,  not  only 
for  the  prefent  to  forbear  tlie  farther  levying  of  fhip- 
moncy,  but  would  alfo  give  way  to  the  utter  abolifliing 
it  by  any  courfe  that  tliemlclvcs  fliould  like  bed  ;  and 
for  their  grievances,  his  majelly  would,  according  to  his 
royal  promife,    give  them  as   much  time  as  could   be 

vui"^  46^  "°^'  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^^  Michaehnas :  He  expecSlcd  a  prefent 
and  pofitive  anfwer,  upon  which  he  might  rely,  his  af- 
fairs being  in  fuch  a  condition  as  could  endure  no  longer 

•  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  in  one  of  the  King's  mefTages  to  the  Com- 
mons he  took  notice  of  what  had  pafled  in  their  houfe  concerning  fti5p- 
moncy,  and  concerning  the  difference  that  fubfilled  betwc  en  them  and 
the  Lords ;  a  circumllance  which,  this  author  admits,  might  have  i^iven 
room  for  exceptions  in  point  ot  privilege,  the  King  not  being  allowed, 
by  the  cullom  of  parliament,  to  obfervc  on  what  pafles  in  either  hou^ 
till  die  fame  fhould  be  declared  by  themfelvcs  in  due  form. 

delay. 


delay.  It  is  afl5.rmed  by  Clarendon,  who  was  at  this  Ann.  1640. 
time  a  member  of  the  lower  houfe,  that  the  majority  of 
the  Commons  feemcd  greatly  difpofed  to  grant  a  fupply, 
though  not  in  the  fame  proportion  or  manner  as  was  dic- 
tated in  the  King's  meflage  *  :  many  obferved,  that  to 
purchafe  the  releafe  of  the  impofition  of  fhip-mpney 
would  be  acknowledging  a  right  in  the  crown  to  exadl 
it;  they  wiflicd  that  matter  might  be  examined  and  de- 
clared void,  and  then  what  they  prefented  to  the  King 
would  appear  a  gift,  not  a  recompence.  Every  other 
member  in  the  houfe  but  thofc  who  were  fupported  by 
the  court,  excepted  againft  the  largenefs  of  the  demanded 
fum  f . 

The  afTcmbly  being  greatly  agitated  by  thcfe  two  ob- 
jeflions,  they  adjourned  the  debate  till  next  day  J,  when 

*  This  attempt  to  engage  the  parliament  to  buy  off  a  tax  the  King 
had  no  right  to  impofc,  had  fuccecdcd  in  Ireland. 

-f  Some  men,  who  were  thought  to  underftand  the  (late  of  the  na- 
tion, affirmed  in  the  houfe,  that  the  amount  of  twelve  fubfidies  was 
a  greater  fum  than  could  be  found  in  all  England  •,  fuch  was  the  happy 
ignorance  and  inexperience  of  thofe  times,  fays  Mr.  Hume,  in  regard 
to  taxes.     Hume*s  Hijt.  vol.  L  p.  241. 

X  Thcfe  were  the  obje6lions  publicly  declared  ;  the  private  difconrfe 
in  the  houfe  was  in  a  different  ftrain.  The  King,  they  faid,  preflcd  the 
nectfllty  of  a  fpccdy  fupply ;  yet  if  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  had 
not  purpofely  been  cklayed  till  io  near  the  commencement  of  military 
operations,  there  had  been  leifure  fufficient  to  have  redrefled  all  na- 
tional grievances.  Others  plainly  faid,  that  the  King  demanded  fup- 
plies  to  carry  on  a  civil  war  •,  that  the  authors  of  thofe  grievances  of 
which  the  Scots  complained,  and  which  had  driven  them  into  fuch  de- 
fperatc  courfes,  v/ere  the  caufers  of  the  grievances  under  which  the 
Englifli  n.ition  had  long  groaned  j  and  the  cutting  off  thofe  incendia- 
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Ann.  1640.  Mr.  Hampden,  whofe  patriotic  exertions  in  the  cafe  of  fliip- 
money,  had  obtained  him  an  almoft-univerfal  popularity, 
obferving  the  temper  of  the  houfe,  very  judicioufly  put  a 
quellion  that  would  meet  with  both  the  objedlions  that  had 
been  made  to  the  King's  meflage:  Whether  the  houfe  would 
confent  to  the  propofition  made  by  the  King,  as  it  was  con- 
tained in  the  meflage?  Hampden's  queftion  was  called  for 
by  many  ;  when  Serjeant  Glanville  the  fpeaker,  who  at  this 
time  had  fome  dependence  on  the  courtiers  ^,  earnellly 
prefled  the  houfe  to  comply  with  the  King's  requeft.  He 
endeavoured  to  prevail  with  thofe  who  thought  the  pro- 
portion too  large,  by  fpecifying  the  fmall  fum  which  he 
himfelf  fliould  pay  towards  this  tax  out  of  a  large  eftate 
which  he  poflefled.  In  the  warmth  of  his  difcourfe  he 
could  not  help  flinging  out  fomc  fevere  exprefllons  againft 
fhip-money ;  which,  notwithftanding  the  zeal  he  had 
fhewed  for  gratifying  the  King,  according  to  Clarendon, 
(hook  his  intereft  at  court.  Glanville's  fpecch  having  made 
fome  impreflion  on  the  houfe,  Mr.  Hyde  a  lawyer,  who 
was  afterwards  created  earl  of  Clarendon,  and  who  at 
this  time  was  eagerly  looking  towards  preferment,  being 
intimate  with  Laud,  and  a  favourite,  of  that  prelate  on 

ries  would  be  the  only  fafe,  eafy,  and  honourable  cure  ;  that  what  the 
Scots  had  done  for  the  recovery  of  their  Liberty  ought  not  to  be  deemed 
illegal  J  that  nothing  could  be  more  unjuft  than  to  fubdue  them  to 
(lavery  by  Englifli  forces,  and  would  terminate  in  fupporting  that 
unlimited  power  which  was  fet  up  in  England.  Humey  vol.  I.  p  241. 
MafsH:fi  of  the  Parliament  of  England^  ed.  1647,  P*  ^^-  Achcrley' s  Bri- 
tannic Conjiitution^  ed.  1727,  p.  396. 

•  Glan-ville  had  been  a  great  oppofer  of  the  illegalities  of  the  admi^ 
niftration  ;  but  Whitlock  tells  us,  he  had  engaged  to  be  a  good  fervant 
to  the  King  this  parliament.    Whitlocky  p.  32. 
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account  of  his  high-church  principles  *,  objedled  to  the  Ann.  1640% 
quellion  put  by  Hampden,  as  a  captious  one,  and  pro- 
pofed  that  it  might  be  only  put,  "  Whether  they  ihould 
give  the  King  a  fupply  or  not  I "  if  that  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  another  queftion  might  be  put  on  the 
proportion  and  the  manner.  Whilft  the  houfe  was  di- 
vided between  the  different  quefl;ions  propofed  by  Mr. 
Hyde  and  Mr.  Hampden,  fome  calling  for  one,  fome  for 
the  other,  Sir  Henry  Vane  flood  up,  and  faid,  "  He  could 
afllire  the  houfe  that  the  putting  and  carrying  Mr.  Hyde's 
queftion  could  be  of  no  ufe,  for  that  he  had  authority  to 
tell  them  that  the  King  would  accept  of  nothing  that 
was  not  in  the  proportion  and  manner  contained  in  his 
meflfage."  Upon  this  the  houfe  arofe.  The  King  being 
told,  that  if  they  came  together  again,  they  would  not 
only  endeavour  to  abolifh  (hip-money,  and  other  illegal 
branches  of  the  revenue,  but  declare  a  difapprobation  of 
the  intended  war  againft  the  Scots,  haftily  determined  to  fhfpari^-''^ 
diflblve  them :  this  he  did  the  next  morning  f.  "'^^^>  5  May. 


*  He  performed  fome  fer vices  for  the  archbifhop  in  the  bufinefs  of 
raifing  money  towards  the  building  of  St.  Paul's.  He  tells  us,  in  the 
Hiftory  of  his  own  Life,  that  Laud's  patronage  procured  him  the 
countenance  of  all  the  judges  at  Weftminfter  Hall  -,  and  in  another 
place  of  this  work,  that  the  favour  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
the  lord  Coventry,  the  lord-privy-fcal,  the  lord- chamberlain,  the  lord 
Holland,  and  other  perfons  of  intereft  in  the  court,  made  people  think 
that  he  would  make  what  progrefs  he  defired  in  his  profefl'ion.  Life  of 
Clarendon^  ed.  1761,  vol.  I.  p.  27,  60,  ^  feq^. 

-j-  Such  was  the  King's  fear  that  the  Commons  would  proceed  to  fome 
fpirited  declaration,  that  he  fent  for  the  fpeaker  in  the  morning  before 
the  houfe  met,  and  would  not  fuficr  him  to  go  out  of  his  fight  till  after 
he  had  difTolvcd  them. 
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Ann.  ,640.        After  many  gracious  expreffions  to  the  Lords  on  the 
complaifant   part   they  had    aded    this    feflion,    he  told 
them,  «  That  the  Commons  had  infifted  much  on  grie- 
vanccs ;  that  there  might  be  fome,  but  he  could  confi. 
denily  affirm  that  there  were  not  by  many  degrees  fo 
many  as  the  public  voice  did  make  ;  that  out  of  parlia- 
ment he  fliould   be  as  ready,  if  not  more  willing,   to 
hear  any  juft  grievance,  as  in  parliament.     There  is  one 
thing,  added  he,  much  fpoken  of  j   I  mean  as  to  matters 
of  religion  ;    concerning  which,  albeit  I  exprcfTed  my- 
felf  fully  the   laft  day  in  this  place,  yet  I    think  it  fit 
again  to  tell  you,  that  as  I  am  concerned,  fo  I  fhall  be 
moft  careful  to  preferve  that  purity  of  religion  which,  I 
thank  God,  is  fo  well  eflablilhed  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ;  and   that  as  well  out  of  as  in  parliament,  I  will 
end  as  I  have  begun,  in  giving  your  lordfhips  thanks  for 
the  care  you   have  of  my  honour  and  affairs,  defiring 
you  to  go  on,  and  afTiIl  me  in  the  maintaining  of  my  go- 
vcrnmcnr,  and  the  liberties  of  my  people,  that  they  now 
fo  much  ilartle  at :  For,  my  lords,  no  king  in  the  world 
lliall  be  more  careful  to   maintain  the  property  of  their 
goods,  the  liberties  of  their  perfons,  and  the  true  religion 
than  I  fliall  be."  ' 


It  muft  be  owned,  that  this  fpeech  carries  with  it 
ftrong  marks  of  that  obftinacy  of  opinion  which  is  fo 
glaring  in  the  charadter  of  Charles,  at  the  fame  time 
Ihat  it  fully  (hews  that  falfe  light  in  which  he  view- 
€d  all  the  illegal  meafurcs  he  had  purfued  ;  a  delu- 
fion  which  mull  ever  have  prevented  him  from  corredl- 
ing  the  errors  of  his  government.  He  was  cci  tainly  fm- 
cere  when  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  rcdrefs  any  juft 
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<Trievances  out  of  parliament ;  becaufe  he  did  not  reckon  Arm.  1640. 
impofuions,  or  the  enlarged  power  of  the  arbitrary  courts, 
under  the  denomination  of  juft  grievances.  He  fpoke 
with  truih  when  he  fliid  he  fhould  be  careful  to  preferve 
the  purity  of  the  church  of  England  •,  for  he  thought 
thai  confift(.d  in  tlie  power  and  grandeur  of  prelates,  and 
thofe  innovations  which  had  with  fuch  fcverity  been  im- 
pofcd  by  Laud.  It  was  in  this  view  of  things  that  he  fo 
often  promifed,  by  the  lord-keeper,  that  if  the  Commons 
would  grant  him  a  lupply  he  would  not  be  deaf  to  their 
rcafonable  demands  ;  but  certainly  thofe  reafonable  de- 
mands would  have  been  reduced  to  fuch  a  trifling,  cqui^ 
vocal  clafs  of  grievances,  that  the  miniftry  might  have 
parted  with  them  on  much  eafier  terms  than  a  fupply 
fufficicnt  to  reduce  the  Northern  dominions  to  the  defired 
l^ate  of  flavery.  It  would  have  been  the  utmoft  folly  in 
the  Commons  to  have  put  out  of  their  hands  the  only 
weapon  ,  with  which  ilicy  were  armed  to  defend  them- 
lelves  and  the  conftitution  againft  the  venom  of  thofe 
arbitrary  principles  which  had  vifibly  taken  deep  root  in 
the  King  and  his  council ;  yet,  according  to  Clarendon's 
account,  the  King  had  the  majority  of  this  parliament 
in  his  favour,  and  the  partizans  of  Liberty  were  obliged 
to  have  rccourfc  to  art  to  prevent  a  good  underftanding 
from  fubfifting  between  the  court  and  the  houfe  of 
Commons. 


The  heads  of  the  popular  party  being  fenfible  that- 
all  was  at  flake,  and  having  perhaps  entered  into  deep 
communication  with  the  Scotch  covenanters,  like  men 
who  had  every  thing  to  lofe,  were  anxious  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  event,  though  the  odds  were  vifibly  in  their 

favour. 
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Aon.  1640.  favour.  It  is  alfo  reafonable  to  believe,  that  they  ex- 
erted all  their  abilities  to  bring  on  conclufions  that  would 
difappoint  the  hopes  of  their  enemies ;  and  that  they  re- 
joiced in  the  diflblution  of  an  aflembly  which  did  not 
appear  properly  aiFeded  with  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, or  properly  warmed  againft  the  fpoilers  of  public 
Liberty  ♦.  But  can  it  be  imagined,  that  an  Englifh  houfe 
of  Commons,  who  all  this  reign,  and  the  gieateft  part 
of  the  preceding  one,  had  fo  vigoroufly  defended  their 
own  peculiar  privileges,  and  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try, had  fo  magnanimoufly  and  refolutely  wiihftood  both 
the  threats  and  entreaties  of  the  court,  and  flrenuoufly 
maintained  that  conftitutional  maxim,  "  No  redrefs  of 
grievances,  no  money:*'  Can  it  be  imagined,  that,  after 
they  had  declared  their  liberties  violated  in  the  mod  ef- 
fential  point,  by  the  tranfadions  immediately  preceding 
the  diflblution  of  the  lad  parliament,  and  by  the  fucceed- 
ing  imprifonment  of  their  members,  after  an  almoft 
twelve  years  intermiflion  of  parliaments,  at  a  period 
when  defigns  were  manifeilly  formed  for  the  entire  fup- 
prefling  the  liberties  of  the  nation :  Can  it  be  imagined, 

*  Clarendon  relates,  that  within  in  hoi  r  after  the  diflblution  of  the 
parliament,  he  met  Mr.  St.  John,  that  eminent  lawyer  who  had  pleaded 
fo  ably  for  Mr.  Hampden  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money  ;  that  though  Mr. 
St.  John  had  naturally  a  cloudy  afpefb,  he  then  wore  a  mofl:  chearful 
one,  and  perceiving  that  Mr.  Hyde  was  melancholy,  he  aflced  what 
troubled  him  ^  Hyde  replied,  the  fame  that  troubled  him,  he  believed, 
troubled  mod  good  men  j  that  in  fuch  a  time  of  confufion,  fo  wife  a 
parliament,  which  alone  could  have  found  remedy  for  it,  was  fo  un- 
feafonably  difmiflcd.  Mr.  St.  John  anfwered  with  fome  warmth,  that 
all  was  well ;  that  things  muft  be  worfe  before  they  could  be  better  5 
that  parliament  could  never  have  done  what  was  neccflary  to  be  done. 
Oar.  Hiji.  vol.  I.  p.  1 10,  &f  Jeq. 
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r  fay,  that  they  would  fo  bafely  degenerate  from  the  Ann.  1640, 
virtue  of  preceding  aflemblies,  as  to  become  dupes  to  the 
very  men  who  had  been  the  moft  criminally  inflrumental  J 
in  altering  the  nature  of  the  government,  and  rivet  their 
own  fetters  by  impofing  chains  on  the  Scots  I 

The  temper  with  which  the  counfels  of  this  parlia- 
ment had  been  condu(5led,  is  no  wellrgrounded  aflurance 
of  its  flexibility  in  this  point,  fince  other  parliaments 
that  have  begun  with  great  moderation  have  ended  with 
rigor.  The  King,  on  being  aflured  that  the  Commons 
were  on  the  point  of  granting  him  a  fupply,  immediately 
repented  a  meafure  which  he  had  been  hurried  into  by 
the  fury  of  the  queen  and  archbifliop  Laud  *,  as  well  as 
by  the  iniemperatenefs  of  his  own  difpofition,  and  the 
artful  infinuations  of  thofe  of  his  attendants  |  who  wifhed; 
well  to  the  popular  caufe.. 

•  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  on  his  hearing  fome  difcourfe  among  the 
courtiers  as  if  the  King  would  diflblve  the  parliament,  he  went  over  to 
Lambeth  to  his  friend  the  archbifliop,  and  earneftly  perfuaded  him  to 
ufe  his  influence  with  the  King  to  prevent  the  diflblution  of  a  parlia- 
ment as  well  conftituted  and  difpofed  towards  the  prefent  government 
in  church  and  ftate,    as  ever  houfe  of  Commons  was  or  would  be  -, 
that  the  number  of  the  difafi^edled  was  very  fmall;  and  though  they 
might  obftruft  for  fome  time  the  quick  relblving  of  what  was  fit,  they       y 
would  n€ver  be  able  to  pervert  their  good  inclinations  and  defircs  to   • 
ferve  the  King.     This  aflfurance  of  the  difpofition  of  the  houfe  had  no 
cffedt  on  the  archbifliop,  who  peeviflily  anfwered  Mr.  Hyde,  "  that  he  ' 
had  not  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  aflfedion  of  the  houfe  as  to  perfuade  • 
their  longer  fitting  if  the  King  was  inclined  to  diflblve  them.*'     Claren- 
den  s  Life ^t  vol.  J.  p.  y^^Ufe^. 

•\  It  is  faid  that  Hamilton,  who  about  this  time  obtained  the  relcafc 
of  Lowdon,  out  of  tender  regard  to  his  country,  promoted  the  diflblu-  ■ 
tion  of  the  parliament. 
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Sir  Henry  Vane  did  not  cfcape  ccnfure  on  tliis  occa- 
fion:  he  has   been  accufed  of  demanding  twelve  fubfi- 
dies  ;  and  afterwards,   without  proper  authority,  aflcrt- 
ing  to  the  houfe,  that  the  King  would  not  accept  of  lefs. 
This  ftatefman  had  been  long  at  enmity  with  the  carl  of 
Strafford,  who  had  lately  highly  offended   him  by  infift- 
ing  on  being  created  baron  of  Raby,  a  houfe  then   be- 
longing to  Sir  Henry  Vane.    It  is  fuppofcd,  thereFore,  that 
he  was  induced  to  a(5l  this  politic   part   in   order  to  dif- 
folve  a  parliament  whofe  condudl  did   not  promife  vigor 
enough  to  bring  to  juflice  the  culprits  of  the  Hate,  amoncr 
whom  Strafford  flood  the  forcmoll  in  almoH  every  man's 
opinion.     Though  private  enmity,  and  other  mean  paf- 
fions,  are   too  often   the  motives  that  induce  men  to  ac- 
tions leading  to  public  utility,   yet  from  feveral  circum- 
flances  it  is  probable,  that  this  charge  againft  Sir  Henry 
Vane  was  without   foundation,   and  proceeded  entirely 
from  the  rancor  of  a  difappointed  fadlion ;  fince,  as  it  is 
obfcrvcd  by  a  very  judicious  hiflorian  now  living,  that 
meffages  of  confequence  are  always  delivered  to  the  houfe 
in  writing,  after  they  have  been  thoroughly  debated  in 
the  cabinet.      When  Vane   affured   the  Commons,    that 
lefs  than  twelve  fubfidies  would  not  be  accepted    he  was 

vol  2dicc  X' 

'  feconded  by  Herbert  the  queen's  folicitor,  whofe  beha- 
viour, through  the  whole  feffion,  had  fhewed  him  a  very 
officious  tool  to  the  court.  Add  to  this,  the  privy- 
counfellors  were  all  prefenr,  and  not  one  of  them  op- 
pofed  or  contradidted  what  had  been  advanced  by  the  fe- 
cretary.  It  is  to  be  imagined,  that  Vane,  and  mai  y 
others  of  the  King's  fervants  who  wifhed  to  fee  revi\e 
in  their  country  the  almoft  extinguifhed  fire  of  Liberty 
were  far  from  exerting  themfelves  to  effedl  a  good  vn- 
®  derflandin 
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derflanding  between  the  King  and  Commons  ;  but  that  Ann.  1640. 
he  fhould  not  have  authority  to  juflify  him  in  what 
he  fo  confidently  afferted  is  difficult  to  believe,  fince  his 
enemy  Strafford,  a  man  of  a  mod  implacabk  difpofi- 
tion,  would  not  have  miffed  fuch  an  opportunity  to 
have  obtained  his  immediate  difmiffion  from  the  King's 
fervice  *. 

Charles  attempted  to  apologize,  in  a  declaration  to  Rufhwonh^ 
the  public,  for  this  fourth  premature  diilblution :  As  p!,i6o,&feq.. 
ufual,  he  laid  the  blame  of  what  had  happened  on  a 
few  feditious  perfons  in  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament, 
which  aflembly,  he  faid,  he  had  called  together,  hoping 
that  time  and  experience  had  made  his  loving  fubjefts  fen- 
fible  of  the  diftemper  the  whole  kingdom  was  like  to  be 
put  into  by  the  ill-governed  aj^lions  of  thofe  men.  The 
declaration  ends  with  an  invitation  to  the  fubjeds  who  had 
any  jull  caufe  of  grievances  to  addrefs  themfelves  by  hum- 
ble petitions  to  his  facred  majefly,  who  would  give  fucli 
fitting  redrefs  that  his  people  Ihould  have  jull  caufe  to 
acknowlege  that  no  perfons  or  allcmblies  could  more  pre- 
vail with  his  majefly  than  the  piety  and  jullice  of  his 
own  royal  nature,  and  the  tender  affection  he  did  and 
ever  fliould  bear  to  all  liis  people. 

♦  The  King,  when  he  began  to  refled  on  the  fituation  of  his  affairs 
after  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament,  blamed  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and 
^id,  that  he  knew  well  that  the  reputation  of  his  fubjedts  afllfting  him 
m  that  conjundure  was  all  that  he  defired.  This  is  no  contradiflion  to 
Sir  Henry  Vane's  having  a  proper  authority  for  what  he  aflcrted  in  the 
houfe;  fince  it  might  have  been  refolved  in  the  cabinet,  that  lefs  than 
twelve  fubfidies  wouW-not  fupply  the  necefPity  of  affairs,  or  be  a  lit 
recompence  for  the  abolition  of  fhip-money  -,  and  Sir  Henry  Vane  might 
juftify  himfelf  on  that  refolution.     CLv.  vol.  I.  p.  1 1 1. 
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Ann.  1640.        This  declaration,  intended  to  conciliate  the  affeaions 
of  the  public,  is  written  in  the  (lyle  of  an  Eaacrn  fove. 
reign.     The  King's  prctenfions  to  be  the  fole  judge  and 
the  fole  rcdrcilcr  of  grievances  is,  perhaps,  as  great  an 
infult  as  ever  was  put  on  a  free  people,  who  had  claim 
to  any  kind  of  legiHative  capacity,  or  to  any  protedion 
from  the  authority  of  their  laws.     Charles,  in  declaim- 
ing on  the  ill  condud,  as  he  termed  it,  of  the  parlia- 
ment, fully  cxpofcd  the  unconftitutional  notions  he  had 
conceived  of  the  nature  of  that  afTcmbly  ;  and  his  grofs 
ignorance  of  the  many  inQances   in   tlie  annals  of  the 
Englilh  monarchy  in  which  they  had  exerted  very  ample 
authority,  remonftrated  with  their  princes  in  the  freed 
manner,  and  refufcd  fupplies  when  thofe  remonflrances 
were  not  properly  regarded.     «  Whereas,  faid  he,  thefe 
meetings  and  aflemblies  of  his  majefly  with  the  Peers 
and  Commons  of  this  realm  were,  in  their  firft  original, 
and  in  the  practice  of  all  fucceeding  ages,  ordained  and 
held  as  teftimonics  of  afTcdion   between  the   King  and 
his  people  ;   the  King,  for  his  part,  gracioufly  hearing 
and  redrefling  fuch  grievances  as  his  people  in  humble 
and  dutiful  manner  fhould  rcprefent  unto  him  j  and  the 
fubjeds,  on  their  part,  as  tcftimonies  of  their  duty,  fup- 
plying  his  majelly  upon  all  extraordinary  occafions,  for 
fupport  of  his  honor  and  fovereignty,  and  for  preferving 
the   kingdom  in  glory    and  falcty.     Thofe    ill  affected 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  inflead  of  an  hum- 
ble and  dutiful  way  of  prcfcnting  their  grievances  to  his 
majcfty,  have  taken  upon  them  to  be  the  guides  and  di- 
recflors  in  all  matters  that  concern  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment, both  temporal  and  ecclcfiaftical  ;  and,  as  if  Kings 
were  bound  to  give   an  account  of  their  regal  anions, 

and 
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and  of  their  manner  of  government,  to  their  fubjc(5ls  af-  Ann.  1640. 
fembled  in  parliament,  they  have,  in  a  very  audacious 
and  infolent  way,  entered  into  examination,  and  cenfur- 
ing  the  prefent  government,  traduced  his  majcfty's  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  and,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  ren- 
dered odious  to  the  reft  of  his  majcfty's  fubjefts  not  only 
the  officers  and  minifters  of  ftate,  but  even  his  majcfty's 
government  itfelf ;  which  hath  been  fo  juft  and  gra- 
cious, that  never  did  this  or  any  other  nation  enjoy  more 
bleffings  and  happinefs  than  hath  been  by  all  his  ma- 
jcfty's fubjeds  enjoyed  ever  fince  his  majcfty's  accefs  ta 
the  crown  *." 

Had  the  people  of  England  been  ever  fo  ignorant  of 
their  rights  and  privileges,  had  they  been  ever  fo  much 
inclined  to  take  the  King's  word  for  the  fuperlative  nature 
of  his  royal  power,  yet  fair  promifes  without  anions- 
would  not  have  been  a  remedy  for  that  general  diflfatis- 
fadtion  which  blazed  out  on  the  diflblution  of  the  parlia- 
ment, a  meafure  which  convinced  the  public  that  the  re- 
drefs  of  their  fuffcrings  depended  entirely  on  their  own 
vigor  and  refolute  oppofition  to  the  malice  and  power  of 
their  governors.. 

The  very  day  after  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  Afts  of 
the  houfes  and  perfons  of  the  lords  Warwick  and  Brook  ^^'^^^' 


*  The  exordium  to  this  declaration  is  as  follows  :  "  The  King's  mod 
excellent  majefty  well  knoweth,  that  the  calling,  adjourning,  prorogu- 
int^,  and  diflblving  of  parliaments,  are  undoubted  prerogatives,  infe- 
parably  annexed  to  his  imperial  crown,  of  which  he  is  not  bound  to. 
render  any  account,  but  to  God  alone,  no  more  than  for  his  other  re^ 
gal  anions.'*     Rujhwortb,  vol  III.  p.  1160,  ^ /e^. 

Y  y  2  were 
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Ann.  1640.  were  fearched  for  papers.  Henry  Bellafis,  knight  of  the 
fliirc  for  the  county  of  York  *,  and  Sir  John  Hotham,  were 
called  before  the  council,  and  not  making  fatisfadory 
anfvvers  to  interrogations  concerning  pafTages  in  the  late 
parliament,  were  committed  to  the  Fleet.  John  Crew 
Efquire  was  fent  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  for  rcfufing 
to  deliver  up  the  papers  that  came  into  his  hands,  whilft 
chairman  for  the  committee  of  religion,  and  thus  fcreen- 
ing  from  difcovery  the  names  of  fubfcribers  to  petitions 
which  complained  of  innovations  in  religion,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  High-commiffion  court  f.  Contrary 
to  the  almoft  unvaried  cuftom  of  the  ecclefiaftical  aflem- 
blies,  which  ever  broke  up  with  the  parliament  J,  the 
Convocation  couvocation  Continued  to  fit :  They  not  only  exerted  a 
continues  to  ^^^y  dangcrous  independency  by  granting,  without  the 
fandion  of  parliament,  a  benevolence  to  the  King  of 
four  lliillings  in  the  pound  for  fix  years  j  made  canons  § 

*  The  fame  whom  Wcntworth  had  formally  profecuted  for  not  mak- 
ing him  a  bow.  • 

f  He  was  committed  without  any  caufe  being  exprefled  in  the  war- 
rant.    Rufijworthy  vol.  III.  p.  1168. 

X  Finch,  Manchefler,  Littleton,  and  other  court- lawyers,  gave  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  convocation  called  by  the  King*s  writ  was  not 
to  conclude  but  by  tiie  King's  writ,  though  the  parliament  (liould  be 
difTolved.  They  continued,  therefore,  to  lit  as  a  convocation,  and  the 
King  granted  them  a  new  commiflion  to  tVame  canons.  Heylin's  Li^e  of 
Laudy  p.  429,  ^  feq. 

§  Several  of  which  were  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  fubjed,  and  the  right  of 
parliament.  One  canon  was  againft  Popifli  recufants ;  another  ex- 
acted the  new  ceremonies  of  placing  the  communion-table,  and  ap- 
proved the  bowing  towards  the  Eall ;  another  condemned  all  fedaries  to 
the  fame  penalties  mentioned  in  the  canon  againft  Popifli  recufants,  and 
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approving  the  new  ceremonies  of  placing  the  commu-  Ann.  1640. 
nion-table,  and  bowing  towards  the   Eaft  j  but  framed 

all  thofe  to  be  excommunicated  who  Ihould  make,  import,  print,  pub- 
lifh,  or  difperfe,  any  book  or  writing  againft  the  difcipline  and  govern- 
ment of  the  church,  and  thpfe  who  fhould  maintain  or  abet  any  opi- 
nion or  dodrine  againft  the  fame,  and  all  thofe  who  reforted  not  to 
church  to  join  in  public  worfhip  of  God,  but  were  content  to  hear  fer- 
mons  only  •,  a  third  ordained,  that  all  ftiould  be  punifhed  who  did  not 
keep  holy,  and  come  diligently  and  reverendly  to  church,  the  day  of 
his  majcfty's  moft  happy  inauguration  -,  a  fourth  concerned  regal  power. 
Here  Laud's  rage  and  oppofition  to  the  Scots,  the  paflion  now  upper- 
moft  in  his  breaft,  occafioned  him  to  allow  in  this  canon,  that  the  care 
of  God's  church  was  entirely  committed  to  Kings  •,  that  if  in  the  firft 
times  of  Chriftianity  prelates  ufed  this  power,  it  was  only  becaufe  in 
thofe  days  there  were  no  Chriftian  kings  -,  and  in  cafe  it  was  re- 
quired, they  were  to  fubmit  their  lives  even  to  Pagan  princes.  For 
any  perfon  or  perfons  to  fet  up,  maintain,  or  avow,  any  independent 
power,  either  diredly  or  indire6lly,  to  undermine  the  great  royal  of- 
fice, was  to  overthrow  the  moft  facred  ordinances  which  God  himfclf 
had  ordained ;  was  treafonable  againft  God,  as  well  as  againft  the  King. 
For  fubjefts  to  bear  arms  againft  their  King,  offenfive  or  defenfive,  was 
to  rcfift  the  powers  that  were  ordained  by  God  -,  and  though  they  did 
not  invade,  but  only  refift,  as  St.  Paul  tells  them  plainly,  they  fliall  re- 
ceive to  themfelves  damnation.  This  canon  eftablillied  every  part  of 
Sibthorp*s  dodlrine  -,  relblvcd  all  diftindions  of  regal  power  into  the 
abfolute  monarchy  of  the  Roman  empire ;  and  aftcirtcd,  with  a  blaf- 
phemous  extravagance,  that  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  confirm  fuch 
tyrannies.  In  the  preamble  of  the  canon,  it  was  required  to  be  read 
upon  fome  one  Sunday  in  every  quarter  of  the  year ;  the  miniver  was 
to  be  fufpcnded  on  negledt  •,  and  no  bifhop,  prieft,  or  minifter,  was  to 
prcfume  to  fpeak  of  his  majelly's  power  any  other  way  than  was  ex- 
prefied  in  the  canon  ;  all  perfons  who  fiiould  maintain  any  point  or  doc- 
trine contrary  to  the  faid  proportions  and  explications,  were  to  be  pu- 
niftied  with  excommunication  and  a  fufpenfion  of  two  years,  for  the 
^irft  offence,  and  deprivation  for  the  fecond. 

The  convocation  had  taken  other  things  into  deliberation ;  fuch  as 
a  pontifical,  which  was  to  contain  the  form  and  manner  of  the  King's 
t:oronation,  to  ferve  for  a  rule  on  the  like  occafions  j  a  form  to  be  ob- 

I  fcrved 
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Am.  1640.  ^^  oath  to  be  impofed  on  the  clergy  and  graduate?  of 
the  univcrHry  ;  by  which  they  were  to  fwear  they  ap^ 
proved  the  dodrine  and  difcipline  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  they  would  maintain  its  government  by 
archbifnops,  bifliops,  deans,  chaplains,  ^c  *.     This  oath, 

ien-ed  in  the  confccrating  holy  places  •,  and  a  third  for  reconciling  pe- 
nicents  who  had  done  open  penance,  or  who  had  revolted  from  the 
faith ;  a  fourth  for  confirmation ;  and  a  fifth  for  ordaining  bifhops, 
pricfls,  and  deacons.  Laud  alfo  had  made  a  motion  for  the  new  print- 
ing the  Common-Prayer  in  the  Latin  tongue ;  but  thefe  things  could 
not  be  brought  to  conclufion,  for  their  fitting  occafioned  fuch  difturb. 
ance  and  clamour,  that  they  were  obliged  to  rife  before  they  had  per- 
fecled  their  work. 

Among  the  arbitrary  canons  framed  by  this  convocation  is  one  enti- 
tled, "  Concerning  Licences  to  marry."  It  contains  the  fame  reftric- 
tions  in  granting  licences  which  have  been  fince  adopted  with  addi- 
tional rigor  by  the  legiflature,  and  univerfally  complained  of  as  a  grie- 
vance i  viz.  that  one  of  the  parties  fhould  be  refident  a  whole  month 
m  the  jurifdidion  of  the  ordinary  immediately  before  the  licence  wa3 
demanded  :  As  the  law  now  Hands,  one  of  the  parties  muft  be  refident 
a  month  in  the  pariOi  where  they  are  married,  immediately  before  the 
ceremony  is  performed. 

This  convocation  was  nominated  the  mofl:  holy  and  facred  fynod. 
Laud  opened  it  with  a  fpeech  in  which  he  told  the  members,  they  were 
much  indebted  to  the  King  for  empowering  them  with  a  privilege  they 
had  not  enjoyed  for  many  years,  the  altering  and  making  canons  for 
the  better  government  of  the  church.  All  the  clergy  who  from  fear  or 
confcience  abfented  themfelves  from  this  afiTembly  were  punifhed  for 
contumacy,  and  the  bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  becaufe  he  would  not  avow 
that  he  willingly  fubfcribed  to  the  new-made  canons,  was  fufpended 
from  his  ecclcfiaftical  fundion,  and  committed  to  the  Gatehoufe.  Be- 
fides  the  canons  which  have  been  already  mentioned,  there  was  one 
which  ordained  the  obfervation  of  thofe  abfurd  articles  which  had  been 
lately  introduced  at  vifitations.  Heylin,  p.  439.  Fuller's  Church  Hift, 
book  XL  p.  168.  Nalforty  vol.  I.  p.  371,  ^  feq, 
*  The  minifters  were  enjoined  by  the  biOiops  to  take  this  oath  kneel- 
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ing.    Fuller's  Church  Hiji.  book  XI.  p.  171. 


which 


which  was  defigned  to  make  the  ecclefiailics  of  England  Ann.  1640. 
as  much  independent  of  the  legiflative  power  as  the 
Scotch  covenant,  fo  much  condemned  by  Laud,  had  made 
their  church,  was  confirmed  and  approved  by  Charles, 
but  met  with  infurmountable  oppofition  from  every  other 
quarter.  It  was  looked  on  with  abhorrence  by  fome,  be- 
caufe in  their  confciences  they  did  not  approve  of  the 
prefent  dodlrine  or  difcipline  of  the  church ;  by  others, 
becaufe  they  efteemed  fuch  an  impofition,  not  ratified  by 
confent  of  parliament,  illegal  ;  and  an  oath  which  con- 
tained an  et  catera  in  the  middle  of  it  was  ridiculed  by 
every  one.  On  the  prolongation  of  this  ecclcfiaftical  af- 
fembly,  the  King  declared  in  council,  that  he  had  granted 
fuch  a  commiffion  for  the  remedying  all  juft  grievances, 
according  to  his  gracious  fpeech  at  the  diflblution  of  the 
laft  parliament.  All  the  forementioned  canons  were  con- 
firmed by  letters-patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England, 
with  a  command  that  they  fhould  be  read  by  the  mini- 
fters in  the  time  of  divine  fervice  ;  and  that  all  who  had 
ecclcfiaftical  jurifdidion  fliould  take  fpecial  care  that  the 
faid  canons  were  in  all  points  duly  obferved,  not  fparing 
to  execute  the  penalties  in  them  feverally  mentioned,  on 
all  wilful  tranfgreflbrs  *.  The  difgufts  which  the  people 
had  taken  at  the  continued  fucceflion  of  cpprefTive  adls 
of  power,  obvioufly  contrary  to  the  dictates,  as  well  as 

*  The  ratifying  the  illegal  ordinances  of  this  afiTembly  ;  the  afb  of 
riolence  on  the  lords  Brook  and  Warwick,  in  fearching  their  ftudies 
and  pockets  for  papers  •,  with  the  unlawful  commitment  of  the  late 
members  of  the  lower  houfe  -,  were,  according  to  Charles's  fenfe  of  thefe 
matters,  an  entire  fulfilling  the  promifes  he  had  made  of  remedying 
juft  grievances,  and  taking  a  proper  care  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt. 
Ru/ljwortb,  vol.  III.  p.  1172. 

the 
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Ann.  1640.  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  were  now  come  to  matu- 
jiry,  and  fymptoms  began  to  appear  which  threatened  vi- 
olent convulfions  in  the  body  poHtic.  A  large  number  of 
apprentices,  with  others  of  the  lower  fort,  befet  the  arch- 
bifiiop's  houfe  at  Lambeth,  and  one  of  them,  only  be- 
caufc  there  happened  to  be  a  drum  in  company,  was 
taken  and  tried  for  treafon,  and,  on  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed» 
III.  condemned,  and  accordingly  hanged,  drawn,  and  quar- 
tered, and  his  limbs  fet  on  London-Bridge.  Notwithfland- 
ing  this  fevere  example,  the  King  was  obliged  to  appoint 
both  horfe  and  foot  to  fecure  the  pafTages  about  Lambeth^ 
and  guard  the  convocation,  with  a  double  guard  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  the  fury  of  the  populace.  A  body  of 
two  thoufand  people  entered  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  where 
the  High-commiflion  court  fat,  and  pulled  down  the 
benches,  crying,  «  No  High-commiffion !  no  bifhop  l" 

Ship-money  was  every  where  difputed ;  the  fherifFs 

were  not  only  threatened  by  the  council,  but  the  attor- 

Ru!ii«'orth,    ney-general  was  required  to  fend  for  the  fherifFs  of  the 

vol»  111* 

p.1173,1182.  counties  of  London,  Middlefex,  York,  Berks,  Surry,  Lei- 
celler,  Eflex,  and  Northampton,  to  examine  them,  and  to 
proceed  againft  them  as  he  fhould  fee  caufe  for  their 
contempt  in  fo  important  a  fervice.  The  court  and  city 
entered  into  clofe  cabals.  The  King  had  his  private 
juntos,  of  which  Sir  Henry  Vane,  notwithilanding  Cla- 
rendon's afFenion  that  he  was  at  this  time  fufpedted  of 
treachery,  was  always  one  *  -,  and  the  heads  of  the  dif- 

*  As  a  farther  proof  that  a  confidence  was  at  this  time  placed  in  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  Charles,  having  a  fufpicion  that  his  fccret  counfcls  were 
betrayed,  ililied  out  a  ridiculous  commiflion  to  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and 
other  his  chief  counfellors,  to  examine  and  enquire,  by  depofition  of 

witnefles 


contented  party  had  tlieir  meetings  and  councils  with  Antj.  1640. 
the  agents  of  the  covenanters.  The  King  was  ndW  ob-  impofitions. 
liged  to  have  recourfe  to  his  power  to  fupply  his  urgent 
neceffities  j  the  money  the  convocation  had  granted  him, 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  *  : 
But  this,  with  the  fum  he  had  raifed  from  his  other 
friends  and  dependents,  being  not  fufficient  to  defray 
the  expence  of  the  great  preparations  that  were  mak- 
ing againft  the  Scots,  he  attempted  to  force  the  city  of 
London  into  a  loan  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
The  rifmg  fpirit  of  Liberty  repelled  the  attack,  and  the 

witnefles  upon  oath,  who  were  the  people  that  revealed  the  King's  fe- 
crets.     Guthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  981.     Nalfon,  vol.  I.  p.  344. 

*  It  is  faid  that  the  King  found  friends  enough  in  the  kingdom  to 
raife  a  fubfcription  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  but  perhaps  this 
fupply,  mentioned  by  feveral  authors,  is  no  other  than  the  loan  raifed 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  ;  becaufe  had  he  had  in- 
tercft  enough  in  the  kingdom  to  obtain  two  fuch  large  fubfcriptions, 
he  could  not  have  been  in  the  diftreflcd  circumftances  which  it  is  very 
certain  he  was  in  at  this  time.  Northumberland  writes  to  the  earl  of 
Leiccfter,  that  notwithftanding  the  unhappy  breach  of  parliament,  the 
King  defigned  to  levy  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  foot  and  three  thou- 
fand horfe :  "  But,  adds  he,  I  cannot  learn  by  what  means  we  are  cer- 
tain to  get  one  fhilling  to  pay  the  expence.  It  grieves  my  foul  to  be 
engaged  in  fuch  counfels."  It  is  worth  obferving,  that  fuch  was  the 
diffipation  of  the  Englifh  court,  that  at  the  time  when  Charles  was  in 
great  ftraits,  when  preparations  were  making  for  a  war  againft  the 
Scots,  the  King  and  queen  began  to  praAife  a  mafk :  Northumberland 
writes  to  the  countefs  of  Leicefter,  "  I  afliire  you  their  majefties  are 
not  lefs  bufy  now  than  you  have  formerly  feen  them  at  fuch  exercifes  ;" 
and  in  another  place,  "  The  King  is  daily  fo  employed  about  the  mafk, 
that  till  that  is  over  we  fliall  think  of  nothing  elfe."  Fourteen  hundred 
pounds  was  appointed  for  the  charge  of  one  of  thefe  entertainments. 
Sydney's  State  Papers,  vol.  II.  p.  531,  621,  629. 
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Ann.  1640.    King  was  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  the  pitiful,  yet 
dangerous,  revenge  of  imprifoning  three  aldermen  for 
refufing  to  colled  the  names  of  thofe  who  were  able  to 
contribute  towards  the  demanded  fum ;  and  profecuting 
in  the  Star-chamber  the  lord -mayor  and  aldermen  for 
not  diftraining  citizens  who  had  not  paid  fliip-money  * 
The  bullion  in  the  Tower  was  feized,  and  forty  thoufand 
pounds  forcibly  borrowed  from  the  merchants  to  redeem 
the  reft.     All  the  pepper  was  bought  of  the  Eaft-India 
company  upon  truft,  and  fold  again  at  a  great  difcount 
for  ready  money  f.     The  refolution  of  debafing  the  coin, 
by  mixing  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds   of 
copper  money  with  a  fourth  part  filver,  was  with  diffi- 
culty  diverted  by  a  very  ftrenuous  difcourfe  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Rowc,  in  which  he  ftrongly  reprefented  the  many 
inconveniencies  and  fatal  confequences  that  might  fol- 
Kufhworih,    low.     Coat  and  condud-money  was  again  exadled  J,  and 
r.ji8<j,&re^.  the  city  of  London  was  ordered  to  furnifli  it   for  four 
thoufand    men.     Knighthood-money  was    fet    on   foot, 
with  the  commifllon  of  array,  and  thofe  who  held  lands 
in  cjpite  of  the  King,  were  fummoncd  to  fend  men,  horfes, 
and  arms. 

*  An  order  was  at  this  trmc  iffued  to  take  the  fword  from  the  lord^ 
mayor.     Memoirs  of  Edmund  Luilow,  cd.  1721,  p.  4. 

t  The  thoughts  of  a  crofs-marriage  with  the  court  of  Spain  was  at^aiii 
renewed,  and  an  attempt  was  at  this  time  made  to  procure  a  funT  of 
money  from  that  king.     Sydney's  State  Papers^  vol.  II.  p.  655, 

X  The  payment  of  it  was  almoft  every  where  refufed  ;  and  innume- 
rable warrants  were  fent  from  the  council  to  commit  refradory  perfons 
and  conftables  and  lower  officers  who  had  negleaed  to  make  returns! 
Rujhwcrtb^  vol.  III.  p.  1202,  Gf  y?^.. 
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These  various  exa(ftions  occafioned  a  reprcfcntation  Ann.  1640, 
from  the  deputy-lieutenants,  fetting  forth,  that  the  gentry 
did  not  know  which  fervice  perfonally  to  apply  themfelvcs 
to ;   that  which  the  commiflion  of  array  required,  name- 
ly, the  putting  the  trained  bands  in  a  readinefs  to  march, 
or  the  other  according  to  efcuage,  and  tenures  in  knight- 
fervice  ;  and  deiiring  to  be  informed  how  the  money 
fliould  be  raifed  for  the  charge  of  the  faid  bands  and 
forces,  when   required  to    march.     The  council  folved 
thefe  difficulties  by  the  following  diredtions:   That  the 
fervice  impofed  upon  the  trained  bands  and  other  forces, 
were  to  be  performed  by  every  man  in  his  own  perfon ; 
for  the  attendance  on  his  majefty,  required  by  the  other 
proclamations,  according  to  the  tenures  in  knights-fer- 
vice,  it  might  be  done  by  deputy,  or  elfc  by  way   of 
compofition  ;  and  for  the  difficulty  how   to  provide  for 
the  charge  of    the  forces,    when  they    fliould    march, 
they  were   to  ferve  at  their  own  expence  *.     If  the  no- 
blemen and  gentry  fliewed  a  kind  of  timid  refiftance  to 
oppreffions  that  were  every  day  multiplying,  the  brave 
and  fpirited  commonalty  continued  to  exhibit  fymptoms 
of  a  more  formidable  difpofition.     Mutinies  arofe  among 
the  foldiers  ;  they  openly  avowed  diftafte   to  the  caufe 
for  which  they  were  to  fight,  ran  from  their  colours,  and  vol.  in. 
laid  violent  hands  on  feveralof  their  commanders,  whom  P-^'94.&fq- 
they  fufpecfted  to  be  Papifts  \,     Such  was  the  general  ap- 

*  Thcfe  warlike  preparations  were  required  to  be  fo  entirely  at  the 
expence  of  the  rubje<5t,  that  they  were  obliged  to  buy  all  their  gun- 
powder at  an  exceflive  rate  of  the  King. 

f  In  the  orders  of  the  privy-council  concerning  thcfe  arc  complaints 
that  the  deputy-lieutenants,  and  others  to  whom  that  bufinefs  apper- 
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A««.  .640.    Pearance  of  affairs  in  England ;  an  appearance  which 
might  ftrike  terror  to  a  lefs  guihy  adminiftration  ! 

While  the  King  and  council  were  thus  bufied,  the 
Scots  had  not  been  idle  in  reforming  the  abufes  of  church 
and  ftate,  and  making  neceffary  preparations  to  defend 
their  pretenfions  *.  Their  parliament  having  been  pro- 
rogued  till  the  fecond  of  June,  on  that  day  they  aflem- 
bled.  The  King  fcnt  down  an  order  for  a  fecond  pro- 
rogation 5  but  there  being  a  deficiency  of  form  in  the 
commiffion  by  which  it  was  to  be  executed,  the  parlia- 
ment made  ufe  of  this  omiffion  to  finilh  their  bufinefs  • 
After  paffing  feveral  falutary  ads.  they  entered  into 
a  bond  for  adhering  to  them,  and  profecuting  the  in- 
cendiaries of  the  kingdom.  They  raifed  a  more  nume- 
rous  body  of  troops  than  they  were  able  to  bring  into  the 
field  the  laft  year,  and  exafted  a  tenth  penny  throughout 
the  land ;  large  fums  were  borrowed  upon  truft,  and  the 
Scotch-women,  imitating  the  Roman  matrons  on  a  like 
memorable  occafion,  gave  up  their  jewels  and  ornaments 
to  fupply  the  neceffity  of  their  country.  The  Scotch 
army,  though  more  numerous,  was  fooner  ready  than 

tained,  were  (6  backward  in  affifting  the  officers  in  punifhing  and  reduc- 
ing the  malcontents,  and  in  the  raif.ng  of  hue-and-cries  for  the  appre- 
hending thofe  who  ran  away,  that  they  Teemed  to  foment,  rather  than 
endeavour  to  fupprefs  thefe  mutinies.    Rujhwerib,  voL  III.  p.  ,  ,p,. 

•  So  powerfully  did  the  fpirit  of  order  and  unanimity  reign  amonc 
tfus  peopk  during  their  ftruggles  for  Liberty,  that  though  neither  coun- 
cil nor  feffions,  nor  any  other  regular  court  of  judicature  fat,  and  though 
their  meetings  were  very  numerous,  yet  they  had  not  been  difturbed 
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the   King's:  They  befieged  and  took  Edinburgh-caftle,  Ann.  1640. 
and  then  marched  towards  the  borders  of  England,  ua- 
der  the  command  of  general  Lefley. 

The  army  that  Charles  had  raifed  to  oppofe  them  con- 
filled  of  twenty  thoufand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe» 
All  the  generals  which  had  ferved  in  the  laft  campaign 
were  laid  afide,  becaufe  they  were  not  in  friendfhip^ 
enough  with  Strafford,  who  was  the  foul  of  this  bufi* 
nefs  *,  to  enter  with  alacrity  into  all  his  counfels.  The 
earl  of  Northumberland,  who,  though  a  great  favourite 
both  of  Strafford  and  Laud,  had  conducted  himfelf  in- 
a  manner  not  to  have  loft  all  popularity,  was  for  this 
reafon  appointed  generaL  Strafford,  after  having  raifed 
eight  thoufand  men  in  Ireland,  which  he  left  to  the  care 
of  his  creature,  the  earl  of  Ormond,  came  over  from  that 
country  to  command  as  lieutenant-general  •,  and  the  lord 
Conway,  a  great  debauchee,  notwithftanding  his  charac- 
ter as  a  foldier  had  fuffered  in  tlie  expedition  to  the  ifle 
of  Rhe,  was,  from  the  fole  merit  of  being  devoted  to 
the  court,  and  talking  to  Laud  of  church-matters  in  his 
own  ftyle,  appointed  general  of  the  horfe. 

Among  the  other  advantages  of  the  Petition  of  Rigiir> 
it  had  abolifhed  court-martials,  and  the  law^^rs,  who  Rufhworth, 
now  began  to  think  the  day  of  reckoning  might  be  near,  ptu^^.&fe^; 
had  declared,  that  martial  law  could  not  be  exercifed  till 
the  Scots  had  invaded  England.     The  generals,  notwith- 
ftanding this,  had  executed  a  mutineer,  and  applied  for 

♦  It  was  by  Strafford's  advice,  that  the  generals  who  ferved  in  the 
laft  campaign  were  laid  afide.     Lloyd's  Worthies,  p.  29. 
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Awj.  1640.  a  pardon  to  the  crown.  On  this  occafion  the  forward 
Gonway  gave  it  as  his  advice,  that  the  King  fhould  grant 
a  commiflion  for  the  execution  of  martial  law,  on  his 
own  authority ;  and  if  any  lawyer  was  fo  imprudent  as 
to  difcovcr  the  fecret  of  its  illegality  to  the  foldiers,  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  refute  him,  and  hang  the  lawyer 
hiralelf  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial :  «  For,  faid 
he,  the  foldier  may  bring  the  country  to  reafon  on  their 
difobedience  in  regard  to  Ihip-money,  but  who  fhall  com- 
pel  the  foldier  ?" 

Northumberland  fo  much  diftafted  the  being  called 
forth  to  ad  the  moft  confpicuous  part  in  a  bufmefs  which 
no  good  man  in  the  kingdom  reliflied,  that  he  made  ufe 
of  a  flight  indifpofition  to  declare  himfelf  totally  unfit 
to  perform  the  offices  of  his  function  * ;  and  Strafford, 
tho'  really  in  an  ill  flate  of  health,  but  too  much  in- 
terefted  to  be  inadive,  exercifed  the  fupreme  command 
in  his  flead,  but  ftill  with  the  title  of  lieutenant-general ; 
not  caring,  in  this  critical  juna:ure,  to  affiime  that  of 
general,  becaufe  of  the  extreme  envy  and  popular  odium 
ihat  attended  him. 


Whilft  affairs  carried  a  different  appearance,  he  attached  himfelf 
^o  Strafford  and  Laud,  and  had  the  art  to  infinuate  himfelf  fo  much  into 
their  good  graces  as  to  make  them  the  means  of  obtaining  what  he  de- 
fircd  of  the  King.  Neverthelefs,  he  had  a  diffike  to  both  his  benefac 
tors:  He  writes  flightingly  of  Strafford ;  and  of  Laud  he  fays,  "  That 
for  a  man  to  think  well  of  the  reformed  religion  was  enough  to  make 
that  prelate  his  enemy."  When  the  popular  party  began  to  grow  for- 
midable, he  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  ftate-cabal,  and  engaged  with 
the  oppofite  faction.     Sidney's  State  Papers,  vol.  U.  p.  623. 
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The  Scots,  notwithftanding  their  warlike  equipage,  Ann.  1640. 
continued  to  preferve  the  utmofl  decorum  of  language 
and  manner.  On  their  entry  into  England,  they  dif- The  scotch 
perfed  two  large  remonftrances :  In  thefe  they  fet  forth,  E^Ud."' 
in  a  flrong  manner,  the  nature  of  their  provocations. 
They  had  not  only  for  many  years  patiently  fufFeredj 
they  faid,  the  tyranny  and  infolence  of  prelates,  and- 
their  continual  oppofition  to  the  truth  and  power  of  re- 
ligion, but  alfo  the  violation  of  all  their  liberties,  and  al- 
moft  the  total  fubveifion  of  their  religion ;  that  when 
grofs  Popery  was  obtruded  upon  them  in  the  book  of 
Canons  and  Common-Prayer,  their  petition  to  the  King 
on  this  head  was  utterly  rejedted,  and  they  forbid  to  in- 
fill under  the  pain  of  treafon ;  that  when  nothing  left 
than  a  total  fubverfion  of  all  their  liberties  would  fatisfy^ 
the  pride  and  malice  of  their  enemies,  and  when  the  King 
was  marching  towards  them  with  a  great  army,  rather 
than  fall  in  feeming  difobedience  to  their  fovereign,  or 
give  the  fmal left  diftafte  to  their  brethren  in  England; 
they  complied  fo  far  with  his  majefty's  pleafure,  thatj 
notwithftanding  the  determinations  of  their  lawful  aA 
fembly,  they  were  contented  that  a  new  free  aflembly 
and  parliament  fhould  be  appointed,  where  alL  thing* 
concerning  their  religion  and  liberties  might  again  ba 
confidered  and  eftabliflied  :  But  when,  according  to  the 
articles  of  pacification,  matters  ecclefiaftical  were  deter* 
mined  in  the  afifembly,  according  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  churchy  and  his  majefty's  high-commifFioner  Kadi 
promifed  to  ratify  them  in  parliament,  the  parliameat 
convened  for  perfecfling  the  work  was  prorogued,  contrary 
to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  kingdom ;  war  was  de- 
termined againft  them  at  the  councilrtable  of  England^ 

without: 
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Aw.  1640.  without  hearing  what  their  commiffioners  had  to  fay  in 
tbeir  defence ;  the  petition  of  their  parliament  was  rc- 
jedled ;  their  commiflioncrs  reflrained ;  one  of  their  no- 
blemen imprifoned ;  garrifons  of  ftrangers  fet  over  them^ 
who  had  exercifed  cruelty  even  againft  women  and  chil- 
dren ;  their  fliips  and  goods  taken  and  funk  *  ;  the  own- 
ers flripped  naked  f,  and  more  cruelly  ufed  by  the  fub- 
jed:s  of  their  own  King  than  by  Turks  and  infidels  ; 
great  armies  prepared  againft  them,  with  a  terrible  com- 
miffion  to  fubdue  and  deflroy  them,  their  Religion,  Li- 
berty, and  Laws. 

These  their  intolerable  evils  and  provocations,  they 
faid,  proceeded  from  the  bilhop  of  Canterbury,  the  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  with  the  Hifpaniolifcd  Papifts,  a  too 
powerful  fadlion  in  England,  who  had  driven  them  to  the 
neceflity  of  this  invafion,  to  ftir  up  the  Englifli  againft 
them,  that  they  might  with  their  own  fwords  extirpate 
their  religion,  and  be  made  the  authors  of  the  flavery  of 
both  nations  :  The  purfuing  ihefe  incendiaries,  and  de- 
manding juflice  againft  them  of  the  King  and  parliament 
of  England,  was  not  coming  againft  England,  as  their 
enemies  would  infmuate :  That  there  could  be  no  juft 
caufe  of  a  national  grievance,  feeing  the  kingdom  of 
England,  convened  in  parliament,  had  refufed  to  contri- 
bute to  any  fupply  againft  them  ;  and  this  when  the  par- 

♦  Their  (hips  were  arrefted  in  the  ports  of  England  and  Ireland.  In 
their  rcmonftrancc  they  fay,  that  thcfy  forbore  to  make  reprifals  on  the 
(hips  and  goods  of  their  dear  brethren  in  England.  Montttb's  Hiji,  of 
the  Troubles  of  Great  Britain^  p.  ^^, 

t  The  garrifon  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  committed  ads  of  hofti- 
lity  upon  the  city  and  its  inhabitants.     Id.  ibid, 

liamcnt 


liament  of  Ireland  had  offered  their  perfons  and  eftates  Ann.  1640. 
for  that  purpofe  ;  when  all  plots  and  policies  were  fet 
to  work ;  v/hen  public  declarations  by  authority  were 
made ;  when  they  were  proclaimed  traitors  and  rebels 
at  every  parifli-church  *  :  Yet,  fo  wife,  fo  grave,  fo  juft 
was  that  high  court  of  parliament,  that  no  threatenings 
nor  fears,  no  promifes  nor  hopes,  no  finefTe  nor  cun- 
ningly-dcvifed  fuggcdion,  could  move  them  to  grant  any 
fubfidy  for  a  war  againft  their  brethren  ;  but  rather,  by 
their  fpeeches,  grievances,  and  complaints,  as  much  as 
in  them  was,  did  juftify  the  caufe  which  they  defended. 
This  recent  favour  did  fo  bind  their  hearts,  that  if  their 
power  was  never  fo  great,  they  fhould  judg^  themfclves 
the  moll  unworthy  of  men,  and  could  look  for  no  lefs 
than  vengeance  from  the  righteous  God,  if  they  fliould 
a6t  againft  a  nation  fo  reprefented  to  them  in  that  ho- 
nourable meeting.  In  this  their  thankful  acknowledg- 
ment, they  defired  the  city  of  London  might  have  their 
own  large  fliare  for  the  noble  profcflions  they  had  given 
of  their  conftant  afFedlion  for  religion,  and  the  peace  of 
both  kingdoms,  notwithftanding  the  continual  aftaults  of 
the  miflcaders  of  the  King  againft  them,  always  render- 
ing them  feditious  in  his  ears.  This  was  followed  by  a 
folemn  oath,  that  the  Scots  intended  no  enmity  or  ra- 
pine, and  that  they  would  take  no  mens  goods,  or  en- 
gage themfelves  in  blood,  unlefs  they  were  forced  to  it ; 
that  they  would  not  take  from  their  friends  and  bre- 
thren, but  for  their  own  money  and  juft  payment.     The 

*  The  King  publifhed  a  proclamat'on,  which  declared  the  Scots  and 
their  adherents  rebels  ♦,  and  a  prayer  was  publifhed,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  in  all  churches,  for  the  King's  fuccefs  in  his  expedition  againft  the 
rebels  of  Scotland.     fViiiilcck,  p.  33. 
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Ann.  1640.  foul  of  wifdom  taught,  that  both  nations  mud  (land  or 
fall  together ;  that  the  devices  of  the  enemy  were  for  the 
opprciling  of  both :  they  come  among  them  very  fcnfi- 
ble  of  their  pad  fufferings  and  prefent  dangers,  both  in 
Religion  and  Liberties,  and  mofl  willing  to  do  them  all 
the  good  they  could,  for  the  help  they  had  given  them 
at  the  Reformation,  in  freeing  them  from  the  French  : 
That  in  return  they  did  expert,  from  the  fenfe  of  their 
intolerable  diftrefs  which  forced  them  from  their  own 
country,  that  the  Englilh  would  join  and  concur  with 
them  in  noble  ways  to  obtain  their  juft  defires  ;  and  when 
their  means  were  fpenr,  would,  upon  a  fufficient  fecurity 
of  payment,  provide  what  was  neceilkry  for  the  enter- 
tainment or  their  army^ 


These  remonflrances  ended  with  an  affu ranee  that 
the  Scots  would  demand  nothing  of  the  King,  but  the  fet- 
tling  and  fccuring  of  the  true  Religion  and  Liberties  of 
their  country,  according  to  the  conftitutions  and  adls  of 
the  lute  allemblies  and  parliament,  and  what  a  jufl  prince 
owed,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  to  his  grieved 
fubjecfls  J  that  their  abode  in  England  fhould  be  no  longer 
than  their  juft  grievances  might  be  lieard  and  rcdrefled 
by  the  Englifh  parliament,  and  fufficient  aflurance  given 
them- for  the  legal  trial  and  punifhment  of  the  authors 
of  evil  to  the  two  nations,  and  for  the  fettling  the  Reli- 
gion and  Liberties  of  both  in  peace  againft  the  machina- 
tions of  Romifh  contrivance,  adled  by  their  degenerate 
countrymen  ;  that  their  return  fhould  be  with  expedi- 
tion, peace,  and  order ;  that  if  the  Lord  fhould  blefs  their 
endeavours,  and  their  intentions  were  not  crofled  by  the 
oppofition  of  the  Englilli,  the  fruits  would  be  fweet,  and 
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the  efFeds  good  to  both  nations  and  their  pofterity,  and  Ann.  1640. 
to  the  reformed  churches  abroad  ;  Scotland  would  be  re- 
formed, as  at  the  beginning  ;  the  Reformation  in  Eng- 
land, long  prayed  and  pleaded  for  by  the  godly,  would 
be  according  to  their  wiflies  and  defires,  perfected  in 
dodrine,  worfhip,  and  difcipline  •,  Papifts,  prelates,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  antichriftian  hierarchy,  wiih  their 
idolatry,  fuperllition,  and  human  inventions,  packed  off, 
and  the  names  of  Seds  and  Separatifts  would  no  more  be 
mentioned. 

If,  when  the  laft  Englifli  parliament  was  fummoned, 
there  remained  in  the  majority  of  the  nation  a  tender- 
nefs  towards  the  power  of  their  monarch,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  prelates,  that  difpofition  no  longer  exifted : 
the  diflblution  of  a  parliament,  which,  during  the  twelve 
years  remiiiion  of  thofe  aflemblies,  had  been  fo  impa- 
tiently expected,  and  fo  much  depended  on  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  grievances  ;  the  innumerable  oppreffions  which 
had  been  crouded  into  the  fliort  fpacc  between  that  diflb- 
lution and  the  invafion  of  the  Scots  ;  with  the  exorbU 
tances  of  the  convocation  ;  wrought  fo  powerful  an  ef- 
fedl  on  the  minds  of  men,  that  the  threatenings  thefe  re- 
monftrances  breathed  out  againft  prelates  were  pleafing 
to  the  generality  of  the  Englilli ;  and  the  fharp  expref- 
fions   againft  the  form  and  difcipline  of  their  church, 
gave  very  few  but  the  court-fadlion  difguft.     The  whole 
of  thefe  declarations  tended  fo  much  to  gather  the  affec- 
tions of  men  in  their  prefent  ftatc  of  difcontent,  that  the 
Scots  were  expected  with  impatience,  and  every  accident 
that  retarded  their  march  gave  pain  to  the  public.     The 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  the  bifliopric  of  Dur- 
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Ann.  1640.  ham,  which  lay  immediately  expofed  to  the  invaCon,  ab- 
foliuely  rcfufcd  to  lend  money  to  pay  troops,  or  to  furnifli 
horfcs  to  mount  the  mufketeers  j  and  the  trained  bands 
would  not  ilir  without  pay. 

Conway,  at  the  head  of  a  thoufand  horfe  and  five 
hundred  foot,  advanced  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  but 
was  driven  back  to  Ncwcaflle.  In  a  council  of  war  held 
at  this  place,  it  was  determined  to  fortify  the  river  Tyne 
at  Newburn.  Conway,  who  could  not  draw  together 
above  five  thoufand  foot  and  two  hundred  horfe,  when  he 
viewed  the  inirenchmcnts  judged  it  impolTible  to  guard 
this  pafs,  and  prepared  to  retreat  yet  farther  back,  when 
Im^Ts^^'  he  received  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Strafford,  who,  with 
voui.p.413  the  King,  was  at  this  time  arrived  at  York.  Strafford  re- 
proached Conway  for  not  having  fkirmifhed  with  the 
enemy  during  their  march,  fpoke  with  great  contempt  of 
the  Scotch  army,  and  conjured  the  general  to  redeem  his 
honour  by  fome  notable  a<5tion,  and  to  give  the  enemy 
battle  upon  their  paffing  the  river.  On  this  peremptory 
advice  Conway  altered  his  refolution,  and  prepared  his 
troops  to  difputc  the  paffage. 

The  Scots  framed  their  behaviour  to  their  profeffions  : 
They  careffed  every  Englifliman  that  came  into  their 
camp ;  and  Lefley,  in  a  very  civil  meffage,  demanded  li- 
berty to  pafs  the  river  at  Newburn  with  his  countrymen, 
that  they  might  prefent  their  petitions  to  the  King:  On  a 
refufal,  he  prepared  to  force  the  paffage.  The  Englifh  fol- 
diers,  far  trom  ihewing  any  alacrity  to  engage  the  enemy, 
began  to  murmur  at  the  hardnefs  of  their  duty  ;  and  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  their  officers  could 

^  perfuade 


perfuade  them  to  fland  the  firfl  onfet.     Engliflimen  fel-  An»'  ^640. 
dom  fland  in  need  of  being  exhorted  to  behave  with  ala- 
crity   in  the   bufmefs  of  fighting  ;    but  the   arguments 
commonly  ufed  on  thefe  occafions  could  little  avail  with 
men  who  dreaded  vidlory  worfc   than  a  defeat.      On   a  ^^J^'buJn 
few  of  their  fellows  beiner  flain  by  the  artillery  of  the 

111  n      1  11  Englilhforcf* 

Scots,  the  whole  army  lied  to  Durham,  leavmg  the  moft  rcutai  before 
obftinate  of  their  oflicers  to  be  killed  or  taken  by  the 
enemy  *      The  Scots  took  poffeflion  of  the  town  of  New-  Ri'^^^j'^ti^* 
caftle,  with  the  King's  magazines  of  powder,  ammuni- p^^s^- 
tion,  and  provifion.      They  feafted  with  the  mayor,  drank 
the  King's  health,  and  entertained  the  inhabitants  with 
three  fermons,  preached  by  their  own  divines. 

Strafford,  whofe  weak  flate  of  health  f  had  hi-  Cbrerdon^ 
therto  prevented  his  entering  into  action,  found  the  beaten 
army  at  Durham :  He  behaved  with  fuch  injudicious 
haughtinefs  on  the  firfl  entering  into  his  charge,  that  he 
foon  became  the  only  enemy  tlie  army  defired  to  over- 
come. They  openly  vindicated  their  condudl  at  the  fight 
of  Newburn ;  and  faid,  that  no  man  could  wifli  fuccefs 
in  the  war  againfl  the  Scots,  without  wifliing  England 
to  be,  by  the  like  illegal  power,  enflaved  :  So  properly 
did  even  the  common  foldiers,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
judge  of  the  important  queftion.  The  prudent  conduct 
of  the  Scots  fupported  and  increafed  that  good  opinion 
which  was  every  where  entertained  of  them :  Far  from 

*  Burnet,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton,  fays,  that  tlie 
lord  Conway  was  not  in  th>'  engagement.     Hamilton's  Memoirs^  p.  178. 

■f-  He  was  much  fubjed  to  the  (tone,  and  was  at  this  time  jull  reco- 
vered from  a  violent  attack  of  that  painful  dillecipec. 
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Mm,t6^.  iliewing  elation  at  their  vidory,  they  deplored  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  being  obliged  to  flied  the  blood  of  then-  Englifli 
breihrcn,  and  treated  the  priloners  they  had  taken  with 
fuch  extraordinary  cxpreffions  of  love  and  civility,  that 
they  made  converts  of  all  their  captives ;  whofe  reports 
did  them  infinite  fervice.  Strafford  being  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  ttic  difpofition  of  the  army,  found  it  necef- 
iciry  to  bring  them  back  to  Yorklhire ;  himfelf  and  the 
King,  who  was  advanced  as  far  as  North-Allerton,  retired 
to  York  *.  In  a  lliort  time,  the  Kmg  received  a  petition 
from  his  Scotch  fubjcc^s,  craving  the  redrefs  of  their 
,grievances,  and  that  he  would,  by  the  advice  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  parliament,  re-fettle  the  public  tranquility  of  the 
illand. 


Nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to  pleafe  the  pub- 
lie  than  this  well-timed  application.  The  neccffity  of  the 
King's  affairs  not  only  fubjec^led  him  to  the  mortification 
of  receiving  the  petition  and  ihe  advice  of  ihofc  he  termed 
rebels,  but  to  fend  them  a  civil  anfwer :  He  required  the 

•  Before  Charles  fet  out  on  this  fecond  expedition  againft  the  Scots, 
he  i/Tued  a  proclamation  to  revoke  tiie  fame  monop  j^ies,  licencts,  and 
commifrons,  which  had  been  mentioned  in  hi.  laft  proclamation  on  the 
like  iubjea.  This  (hews  that  the  other  had  bejn  only  regarded  as  an 
expedient,  and  never  executed.  At  this  time,  a  proclamation  was 
iflued  againft  the  abufes  of  his  niajefty's  royal  preroL^ative  in  the  levy- 
ing of  debts,  and  another  for  the  better  regulating  th::  clerk  of  the 
•market  and  the  King's  water-bailifF,  and  to  reftrain  the  execution  of 
the  charter  of  brick  and  tile-makers.  By  the  matter  contained  in 
ihefe  two  lail  proclamations  it  appears,  that  in  thele  points,  as  in 
others,  the  fubjccts  had  been  greatly  abufcd  in  the  exerciie  of  the  King's 
afTjmed  prerugadve.  Jir^pn,  vol.  X.  p.  368.  Rjmer's  Fadera,  vol.  XX. 
r-  344>  40i- 
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petitioners  to  exprefs  the  particulars  of  their  defires,  he  Ann.  1640. 
having  been  always  ready  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of 
his  fubjecSts.  The  Scots  immediately  returned  anfwer, 
That  the  fum  of  their  deHres  was,  that  his  majefty 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  command  that  the  lafl' 
adts  of  parliament  might  be  publiQied  in  his  name,  with 
the  eftates  of  parliament  ;  that  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh 
be  furnillied  and  ufed  for  the  defence  of  the  fubjecls  ; 
that  their  countrymen  in  his  majefly's  dominions  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  be  freed  from  cenfure  for  fubfcribinrj. 
the  covenant,  and  be  no  more  prefled  with  oaths  and 
i^bfcriptions  unwarrantable  by  law  j  that  the  common 
incendiaries,  who  had  been  the  authors  of  the  com^ 
buftions,  might  receive  their  jufl  cenfure;  that  their 
iliips  and  goods,  with  all  the  damage  thereof,  might  ba 
reflored  ;  that  the  wrongs,  lofTes,  and  charge,  wiiich. 
they  had  fuftained,  might  be  repaid  ;  that  the  declara- 
tion made  againft  them  as  traitors  might  be  recalled  y 
tliat,  by  the  advice  and  counfel  of  the  itate  of  England^; 
his  majcfty  might  be  pleafed  to  remove  the  garrifons 
from  the  borders,  and  all  impediments  which  ftoppcd 
free  trade,  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  faid  parliament, 
condefcend  to  all  particulars  that  might  eftablifli  a  per- 
manent and  w^ell-groundcd  peace,  for  the  enjoying  their. 
Religion  and  Liberties. 

The  King  received  thefe  propofals  with  all  the  indig- 
nant rage  which  could  be  expected   from  a  man  of  his- 
difpofition  and   ftrong   prejudices  j   but  the  conlcqucnces' 
of  his  imprudent  adminiftration  began  to  prefs  him  now^ 
on  all  fides  :   His  Exchequer  was  empty  ;  his  revenue  an- 
ticipated j  every  expedient  for  fupply  tried  to  the  mmoft  5^ 

hia.- 
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Ar.p.  1640.  his  army  undiiciplincd  and  difaflecled ;  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  people  that  (hewed  dif'gud  at  all  his  mea- 
furcs  ;  his  bofom  friend  Hamihorj,  and  the  tool  of  his 
tyranny  Finch,  unable  to  adminiiler  any  comfort,  were 
folely  engroflcd  in  the  care  of  tlieir  own  prefervation, 
the  ingratiating  themfelves  with  thofe  wlio  were  able  to 
proredt  them  on  the  day  of  reckoning,  when  they  fliould 
account  for  their  pad  crimes  to  a  parliament,  who  pro- 
niifcd  to  be  more  formidable  than  any  one  that  ever  had 
fat  in  England  *. 


^^. 


Strafford,  whofe  fituation  was  too  defpcrate  to  ad- 
mit of  management,  advifed  fighting  -f  ;  but  Cliarles 
met  with  fuch  freezing  looks  of  difapprobation  to  this 
counfel  in  all  the  reft  of  the  military  ofTiccrs  who  at- 
tended him,  that  he  was  again  ol)ligcd  to  fubmit  to  the 
humiliating  circumftance  of  entering  into  another  treaty 
with  his  Scotch  fubjeds.  Before  he  aflented  to  this  mor- 
tifying condefcenfion,  he  tried  the  affcdtion  of  the  York- 

*  Hamilton  was  fo  inflrumental  in  bringing  the  King  to  aficrnt  rea- 
dily to  pacific  mcafiires,  that  the  popular  party,  both  of  linglifli  and 
Scots,  became  from  this  period  much  reconciled  to  him. 

t  Lord  Herbert  was  the  only  man  who  fcconded  Strafford  in  this  ad- 
vice:  he  propofcd  to  the  King  the  fortifying  York,  and  making  it  a 
garrifon-town,  and  fupported  this  opinion  with  feveral  arguments  that 
had  a  very  pernicious  tendency.  The  rcfl  cf  the  people  about  the 
King  who  dared  to  deliver  their  opinions  on  this  point,  were  of  fuch 
different  fentiments  from  thcfe  two  noblemen,  that  Charles  beincr  defir- 
ous  to  throw  into  Stockton-caflle,  a  place  of  importance  on  the  river 
Tees,  an  additional  force,  he  was  earneftly  diflliaded  from  ir,  as  a 
meafure  that  mi^ht  give  fufpicion  and  jealoufy  to  the  Scots.  Strafford 
had  given  a  commifTion  to  the  earl  of  Worcefter,  and  his  fn  the  lord 
Herbert,  to  make  arbitrary  levies  in  the  counties  of  England  and  Wales. 
Rup^wortb^  vol.  III.  p.  1293,  ^  fcq^ 
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(hire  gentlemen,  and  Strafford  attempted  to  animate  them  Ann.  1640. 
againll  the  Scots  by  lliewing  them,  that  if  the  invaders  voT.  m.  ' 
once  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  their  foil,  they  would  not  be  ch.^endon, 
in  a  hurry  to  depart;  with  his  ufual  warmth  he  told  ^^'-^'^  "^ 
them,  that  they  were  bound,  out  of  their  allegiance,  to 
attend   his  majefty  in  this  fervice ;  that  it  was  little  lefs 
than  high-treafon  ;   and  they  were  no  better  tb.an  beafls 
if  they  refufcd.      This  petulant  harangue  of  Strafford's 
had  no   other   effctft   than   to   increafe   that   refentment 
which  his  tyrannical  government  of  this  country  had 
raifed  againll  him :  inftead  of  making  the  provifion  that 
was  required  of  them,  they  propofed  petitions  of  advice 
to  call  a  parliament  *,  that  the  prefent  differences  might 
be  compofed,  and  a  happy  peace  fettled  between  the  two 
nations. 

In  this  extremiry  of  affairs,  the  King  had  recourfe  to 
an  antiquated  cuflom,  which  had  never  been  practifcd 
fmce  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  of  calling  all  the  Peers  by 
writs  under  the  great  feal,  to  attend  him  at  York.  The 
complaifant  behaviour  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  lad  par- 
liament had  undoubtedly  filled  him  with  hopes,  that  tl.c 
Peers  would  prefent  him  with  a  fum  of  money,  or  be  {o 
radi  as  to  raife  fubfidies  by  their  own  authority  f.     This 

*  Previous  to  this,  they  had  prefented  a  petition  againll  the  billeting 
of  Ibldiers,  complaining  of  the  enormous  charge  they  had  been  put  to  in 
the  laft  year's  expedition,  and  reprefenting,  they  could  not  draw  togc- 
thcr  the  trained  bands  without  fourteen  days  pay  from  his  majelty. 
Strafford  refulcd  to  prefent  that  petition  in  which  they  advifed  the  King 
to  call  a  parliament.  RuJIjivorib,  vol.  III.  p.  12 14,  ^  feq^.  1230.  i?.'/:-, 
vol.  X.  p.  448.     Sinollcu's  Hijh  vol.  VII.  p.  i  Cy. 

■f  Clarendon  fays,  that  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  did  make 
fuch  a  propofal.     Clarendon,  vol.  f.  p.  11 5, 

Vol.  II.  B  bb  expedient 
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Ann.  1640.  expedient  caufed  fuch  a  general  alarm,  that  petitions  pour- 
ed in  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances ;  againft  the  bringing 
Irifli  troops  inro  the  kingdom  *  ;  for  a  treaty  with  the 
vol  uT  '  Scots  ',  and  fummoning  a  parliament.  The  firfl  petition 
p,i26o,&frq.  prefented  to  the  King  on  this  fubjed  was  figned  by  the 
peers  Bedford,  EfTex,  Hertford,  Warwick,  Briftol,  Mul- 
grave,  Say  and  Seal,  Howard,  BoHngbrook,  Mandeville, 
Brook»  Paget  f.  The  fecond  petition  came  from  the  city 
of  London  J,  to  whom  the  Scots  had  very  judicioully  fent 

*  The  Irilh  army,  con  filling  of  ten  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred horfe,  were  to  have  invaded  the  Weftcrn  part  of  Scotland,  whilft 
the  Scots  were  attacked  in  the  South  by  the  Englilh  army.  Ten  thou- 
fand men,  under  the  command  of  the  lord  Herbert,  were  to  be  fenc 
into  the  North  of  Scotland,  and  a  fleet  of  Ihips  into  the  Frith.  The 
plan  of  the  war  was  not  ill-concerted,  and  could  it  have  been  fully 
executed,  it  might  have  been  attended  with  a  fatal  luccefs  :  but  the 
inftant  that  Strafford  turned  his  back  upon  Ireland,  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom,  encouraged  by  the  example  of  the  Englifh  houle  of 
Commons,  began  to  make  objections  to  the  new  manner  ot  levying 
iubfidies,  and  threw  fuch  interruptions  in  the  way  of  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  that  the  "Irifh  army  was  not  ready  to  march  at  the  appointed 
time.  The  diligence  of  the  Scots,  and  the  backwardnefs  of  the  Eng- 
lilh, prevented  the  execution  of  the  reft  of  the  plan.  Strafford  was  to 
have  returned  to  Ireland  to  take  command  of  that  army,  had  not  the 
earl  of  Northumberland's  pretended  illnefs  difconcerted  the  affairs  in 
England.     Guihriis  General  Hiji.     CarU's  Life  of  Ormcnd. 

t  The  lord  Wharton  averted,  that  himfelf  and  the  lord  Howard,  for 
delivering  this  petition,  or  a  petition  of  the  like  nature,  were  put  un- 
der arrcft  j  and  Strafford  moved,  that  they  fhould  be  fhot  for  fedition. 
Burnet's  Hift.  of  His  Cwn  limes,  vol.  I.  p.  29. 

X  The  privy-council,  hearing  that  the  city  was  about  to  petition 
againft  grievances,  and  for  a  parliament,  fent  them  a  long  letter,  in 
which  they  endeavoured  to  pcrfuade  them,  that  it  was  a  very  improper 
time  to  fend  fuch  a  petition,  when  his  majcfty  was  engaged  in  perfon 
for  the  defence  of  the  city  ;  and  that  the  demanding  at  fuch  a  time  a 

redrefs. 


a  complaifant  and  afFe(5lionate  letter,  inviting  them  to  Ann.  1640, 
continue  the  Newcallie-trade,  and  alluring  them  of  a  per- 
fcdl  lecurity.  Such  being  the  loud,  the  univcrfal  cry  of 
the  nation,  Charles,  to  prevent  the  clamorous  petitions 
that  were  preparing  in  all  quarters,  at  tl\e  fnft  meeting 
of  the  great  council  of  Peers  told  thai  allembly,  he  was 
refolved  to  call  a  paiHanient ;  weakly  adding,  that  the 
queen  had  advifed  huii  to  it.  Thus  he  avowed  to  the 
public,  what  had  been  long  fufpedled,  and  much  mur- 
mured at,  that  he  fuffered  his  wite  to  have  an  influence 
over  his  mod  important  counfcls. 

The  firft  thing  determined  on  by  the  Peers  was,  that  Council  of 
the  King  ought  to  enter  into  an  immediate  treaty  with 
the  Scots.  They  named  (ixteen  of  their  own  members 
for  this  commifTion,  all  of  them  popular  men  *,  the 
King  having  received  the  mortifying  advice,  that  he  mud 
not  appfMut  any  that  were  difagreeable  to  the  Scots,  for 
fear  of  fruflraiing  the  good  effecSs  intended  by  the  treaty. 
Charles  added  fix  afliftants  to  the  fixteen  peers ;  the  earls 
of  Traquaire,  Morton,  Lanerick,  Secretary  Vane,  Sir 
Lewis  Steward,  and  Sir  John  Borroughs  ;  men  who,  he 
faid,  were  either  verfed  in  the  laws  of  Scotland,  or  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  former  pafTages  in  this  bufinefs. 
The  commiflioners  were  recommended  to  make  the  ar-  Rufiiwonh, 
tides  of  pacification  tor  lail  year  the  grounds  of  their  p.i'zSj.&feq. 

redrefs,  which  they  might  be  fure  to  gain  from  his  majefty*s  grace  and 
goodnefs,  would  be  ajuftcenfure  upon  them  in  future  times.  Rufh- 
worth,  vol.  III.  p  126  . 

♦  Earls  of  Bed^b>d,  Hertford,  EfTex,  Salift)ury,  Warwick,  Briftol, 
Hollmd,  Berkfhire,  vifcount  Mandeville,  lords  Whanon,  Paget,  Brook, 
Pawlct,  Howard,  Saville,  Dunfmore 
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treaty ;  but  not  to  yield  to  any  of  the  new  demands  of 
the  Scots.  York  was  the  city  the  King  dcftincd  for 
the  meeting,  that  matters  might  be  expedited  by  a  quick 
communication ;  but  it  was  changed  to  Rippon,  on  the 
Scots  declaring  that  they  could  not  trufl  their  commif- 
iioners  in  a  place  where  the  Icid-Iieutcnant  Strafford  ruled, 
againft  whom,  ar.  a  chief  incendiary,  they  intended  to 
inlid,  who  had  declared  them  traitors  in  Ireland  before 
ihe  King  had  done  it  in  England,  who  defued  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  treaty,  whofe  commiflion  was  to  dcftroy 
them,  and  who  had  in  his  army  a  great  many  Papifls, 
who  dreaded  the  pacification  as  produclive  of  their  ruin 
and  diffolation  ;  that  there  were  many  ungodly  perfons 
about  the  King,  who  waited  the  occafion  of  expreffmg 
tlieir  malice  and  revenge  againft  the  whole  nation. 
They  objeaed  alfo  to  the  earl  of  Traquaire  affifting  ac 
the  treaty,  becaufe  he  was  another  of  the  grand  incen- 
diaries of  whom  they  complained.  This  difficulty  was 
folved  by  a  declaration,  that  the  affiltants  were  not  au- 
thorized to  treat  with  the  commiffioners  of  Scotland,  or 
to  have  any  voice  or  vote  in  the  debating  or  concluding 
of  any  thing. 


Matters  being  thus  fettled,  the  Scots  fent  commif- 
fioners *  to  the  place  appointed  for  the  treaty.  They  cx- 
cufed  their  not  being  of  numbers  or  quality  equal  to 
thofc  they  were  to  treat  with,  becaufe  of  the  abfcnce  of 
their  nobility  from  the  army,  and  that  themfelves  were 

*  The  ead  of  Dumfermling,  lord  Lowdon,  Sir  Patrick  Hepburn,  Sir 
William  Douglas,  John  Smith,  Alexander  Wcdderbourn,  Alexander 
Hendcrfon,  Archibald  Johnfton* 

"^  but 
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but  a  fmall  committee  from  the  parliament.    After  m.-r.y  Ann.  1640. 
frienJly  debates,  or  rather  conferences,   it  was  agreed  on, 
as  the  preliminaries  of  ihc  treaty,   that   the  Scots  Ihould 
be  allowed  for  their  m.aintenance  eight  hundred  and  ilfiy 
pounds  a-day,  a  contribution  they  had  laid  on  the  counties 
of  Northumberland   and   the   bifliopric  of  Durham,   bc- 
fules  what  they  had  plundered  from  their  declared  enemies 
the  Papifls  and  prelates :   This  maintenance  was  on  con- 
dition that  the  Scots  would  content  themfelves  with  that 
fum,  and  neitlier  moleit   Papifts,  prelates,  nor  their  ad- 
herents  ;   free  trade  and  commerce  was  to  be  redored  be- 
tween the  two  nations  ;  the  vie^luals  and  other  neceiTanes 
to  fupply  the  anny  were  to  be  free  of  cuilom  ;   no  viduals^ 
arms,   or  ammunition,  were  to  be  imported  into   Nev/- 
callle  ;   and  there  was  to  be  a  ceffation  of  arms,  accord- 
ing  to   the   paiticulars   to  be   agreed  upon.      The   coin- 
mifaoners  for  the  treaty  had   the  addrefs  to  continue  the 
debates  fo  long  upon  thefe  preliminaries,   that  it  was  the 
twenty-fixth  of  October  before  the  conditions  of  the  truce 
were  determined  :  it  was  therefore  impoffible  to  difcuis 
the  articles  that  were  to  be  the  fubjee^  of  the  treaty  before 
the  third  of  November,  the  day  appointed  by  the  writs 
for  the  meeting  of  the  parliament.      The  King  was  very  R^f -"^^ 
deQrous   to  have  both   armies   dilbanded  ;    but   this   the  p.  1297. 
Scots  would  not  agree  to,  nor  to  another  propofal  which 
had    been    made   of  diminifning   the  number   of  both 
armies  :  He  was   fo  earneftly  pielfed  by  his  own  coni- 
milTioners  to  remove  the   treaty  trom  Rippon  to  London, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  comply  with  this,  as  well   as  10 
the  ceflaiion  of  arms,  by  which  the  Scots  were  aiTured  of 
the  maintenance  they  had  demanded  -,   and  the  river  Tecs 
was  made  the  boundaries  of  both  parties.     To  fupply 
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^0. 1640.  the  large  fum  that  was  neceflary  to  fupporc  two  numerous 
armies,  and  to  preferve  the  Northern  counties  from  far- 
ther depreciation,  a  loan  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  borrowed  of  the  city  of  London  :  this  money  was 
willingly  advanced  by  the  citizens,  the  lords  of  the  great 
Rufhworth,  council  of  York  having  made  it  their  requeft,  with  a 
p.i279,&fcq.  promile  that  all  the  peers  in  the  kingdom  (hould  be  bound 
for  the  payment. 

Ri^pofl.*'  ^^  ^^^  ^*^^  meeting  of  the  commiffioners  of  both  par- 

ties, the  Englifh  were  accofted  by  the  Scots  with  a  very 
unpromifing  referve  and  coldnefs.  The  furprizc  with 
which  they  were  ftruck  on  this  behaviour  was  farther 
encreafed  on  the  earl  of  Rothes  upbraiding  vifcount  Man- 
deville  for  not  having  (hewed  themfelves  more  early  in 
the  fupport  of  the  caufe :  Mandeville  appearing  afto- 
niflied  at  this  charge,  Rothes  pulled  out  of  his  pocket 
a  letter  figned  by  the  earls  of  Bedford,  ElTex,  Brook,  and 
Warwick,  with  the  lords  Mandeville,  Saville,  Say  and 
Seal  ;  in  which  they,  in  general  terms,  promifed  an 
hearty  concurrence  with  the  Scotch  covenanters,  on  their 
entering  with  an  army  into  England.  The  fix  lords  whofe 
hand-writing  had  been  counterfeited  concurred  in  fo  fo- 
lemn  an  afTurance  that  the  whole  was  a  forgery,  that 

oMmix<»»5    they  at  length  fatisfied  the  Scots.     The  deceit  was  after- 

Hill .  of  the  I      r 

Stewarts,  wards  found  out  to  be  a  contrivance  of  the  lord  Saville  : 
P.J41,  eq.  jj^^  Scots  had  written  to  their  agen»s  in  London,  to  get 
feme  folid  afTurance  of  affiftance  from  their  friends  in 
England,  on  which  they  might  more  certainly  depend 
than  on  general  promifes  ;  the  lord  Lowdon  tranfmitted 
this  requeft  to  the  lord  Saville  j  Saville  fent  his  fecretary 
to    the  fix  lords   above-mentioned,  who  every  one  of 

them 
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them  promifed  their  good  offices  on  every  opportune  Ann.  1640. 
occafion  that  prefented  itfelf,  but  refufed  to  fign  any 
compact:  Saville  framed  a  letter  on  thefe  good  inten- 
tions, and  figned  it  with  their  forged  names.  He  after- 
wards wrote  another  letter  in  his  own  name  to  Lowdon, 
in  which  he  earneftly  exhorted  him  to  perfuade  his  coun- 
trymen to  enter  England  with  their  army ;  gave  him 
many  encouragements,  which  had  fome  foundation,  and, 
to  make  the  profpecfl  more  flattering,  many  falfe  pieces 
of  intelligence  ;  he  gave  very  judicious  advice  conccining 
the  condudl  of  the  Scots  after  their  entry  into  England, 
which  they  feem  to  have  followed  exadlly  *.  Saville,  who 
had  taken  all  this  pains  to  ftrengthen  the  popular  party 
in  England  by  a  conjun(n:ion  with  the  difcontented  Scots, 
was  a  determined  courtier,  and  a  man  who  had  no  pri^ 
vate  principle  of  honefty,  nor  a  difinterefted  one  in  regard 
to  the  public:  His  fole  inducement  to  a(ft  this  dangerous 
part  was  an  invincible  hatred  he  bore  to  Strafford,  who 
had  overtopped  him  in  regard  to  court  favour,  and  who 
had  thwarted  him  on  many  occafions :  the  only  way  to 
ruin  his  rival  efTcdtnally  was  to  bring  in  his  potent  ene- 
mies the  Scots.  Thus  the  public  is  fometimes  benefited 
by  the  vices  as  well  as  the  virtues  of  particulars,  and  re- 
ceives important  advantages  from  the  irregular  afFedlions 
of  the  worft  members  of  fociety. 

The   difcovery  that  the  fore-mentioned  letter  was  an 
impofture  cleared  up  all  matters  of  difference  among 


*  Befides  this,  when  the  Scots  were  on  the  point  of  invading  Engr 
land,  they  received  another  letter  to  encourage  them  in  their  cnterprize,, 
and' quicken  them  in  their  motions.     Oldmixon,  p.  145. 
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Ann.  1640.  the  commifTioners.  The  Scots  highly  carefTeJ  the  Englifii 
lords,  to  whom  they  protclled  what  they  had  urged  in 
their  declaration,  that  they  had  no  other  defign  than  to 
concur  with  the  Englilh  parliament ;  to  bind  the  prero- 
gative within  due  limits  ;  to  circumfcribe  the  high  claims 
of  the  clergy  ;  to  chaftife  the  infolence  of  the  Papifts ; 
and  to  fettle  on  a  firm  eftabli(hmetn  the  conftitution  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  on  free  and  eqiiitable  principles.  To 
thcfe  proteflations,  of  themfelves  fufficiently  perfuafive, 
the  Scots  added  other  endearments:  They  brought  with 
them,  and  delivered  up,  two  officers  of  quality,  Wilmot 
and  O'Neal,  taken  at  the  fight  at  Kewburn  ;  they  had 
treated  them  with  great  politenefs,  and  had  been  at  pains 
to  give  them  high  ideas  of  their  courage,  refolution,  dif- 
cipline,  good  intention,  and  the  jullice  of  their  caufe. 
Wilmot  and  O'Neal  were,  from  fome  private  injuries  they 
had  fuftained,  among  the  number  of  Strafford's  enemies  ; 
and  their  reports  of  what  they  had  feen  and  heard  in  the 
Scotch  camp  added  to  thofe  prepoffeffions  the  Englilli 
had  conceived  in  their  favour,  and  increafed  the  popular 
odium  againft  -the  hated  Strafford  ;  who,  when  almoft 
every  mouth  poured  forth  imprecations  againfl  him,  had 
Ihev^red,  in  a  mod  improper  manner,  his  courage  and 
zeal  againll  the  covenanters,  by  fending  a  party  of  horfe 
to  attack  them  in  their  quarters  at  Durham,  whilfl  mat- 
ters were  fettling  concerning  the  ceffation,  by  the  com- 
miflioncrs  at  Rippon  *. 

*  Notwithftanding  the  treaty  in  hand,  he  advifed  the  King  yet  to 
iight  the  Scots  arid  committed  this  outrage  to  (hew  how  eafily  they 
might  be  driven  out  oi  the  kingdom.  He  defeated  feveral  parties,  and 
took  fome  of  the  Scotch  officers  prifoners. 

Lesley 
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Lesley  complained  loudly  of  this  hollility,  faying  he  Ann.  1640. 
had  himfelf  forborn  to  make  any  fuch  attempt,  out  of  re- 
fped:  to  the  treaty.  The  Englilli  commiflioners  refented 
it  as  an  affront  to  them  ;  and  v;hen  it  was  known  that 
the  officer  who  condudled  the  cnterprize  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  it  raifed  fuch  an  outciy  that  the  King  was  ob- 
liged to  fend  his  pofitive  commands  to  the  general  not 
to  give  any  more  fuch  orders.  Before  the  ceffation  of 
arms,  and  whilft  things  remained  in  an  uncertain  flate, 
the  Scots  difcovered,  through  the  means  of  their  friends 
about  the  court,  that  they  were  betrayed  by  tlie  earl  of 
Montrofe,  who  had  kept  up  a  fecret  correfpondcnce  with 
Charles ;  one  of  his  letters  was  fent  to  Lefley.  Mon- 
trofe, on  being  taxed  with  holding  intelligence  with  the 
enemy,  openly  avowed  the  facft,  and  afked,  who  was  the 
man  would  affert  the  King  was  an  enemy  ?  This  boldnefs 
filenced  the  greater  part  of  his  accufers  ;  but  the  more 
valiant  and  more  judicious  Leflcy  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  he  ought  to  be  tried  and  executed  by  a  court-mar- 
tial *.  Charles's  fituation  was  fo  defperate,  that  he  could 
make  no  advantage  of  Montrofe's  treachery ;  he  was  ob- 
liged to  ratify  all  that  his  commiffioners  had  concluded  o/theu'eaty. 
on  t,  and  prepare  for  his  journey   to  London,  there  to 

*  An  act  had  pafied  in  a  committee  of  the  Scotch  parliament,  that 
none  Ihould,  under  pain  of  death,  write  any  letters  to  the  court,  but 
fuch  as  were  {ten  and  approved  by  at  lead  three  of  the  committee. 
Memoirs  of  the  Dukes  of  Hamllic;!,  p.  179. 

■\-  The  council  of  Peers  with  an  unanimous  voice  determined,  that 
it  was  necelTary  to  ratify  what  had  been  concluded  on,  and  proceed  in 
the  intended  treaty  with  the  Scots :  Even  Strafford,  overcome  by  the 
general  voice,  declared,  that  it  was  not  polTible  to  keep  the  counties  of 
Cumberland  and  Weftmoreland  from  the  Scottifh  power ;  thar.  New- 
callle  was  not  to  be  gotten  out  of  their  hands  this  winter,  if  the  King 

Vol.  II.  C  c  c  had      . 
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Ann.  1640.  nieet  a  parliament,  and  to  endeavour  to  fatisfy  the  im- 
portunate demands  of  two  enraged  nations,  whom  he  had 
provoked  with  a  variety  of  injuries,  and  with  whofe  power 
he  was  at  this  time  in  no  capacity  to  contend. 

Ruihworth,  These  were  not  all  the  difficulties  that  agitated  him 
J^l'jlo'Weq.  a^  ^his  time  :  Himfelf  and  his  beloved  counfellor  Laud 
?oTm!  ^^^^^  alarmed  at  the  pretended  difcovcry  of  a  plot  among 
p.986,&feq.  thc  Papills,  which  threatened  both  their  lives.  It  was 
communicated  to  Sir  William  Bofwell,  Charles's  refident 
at  the  Hague,  by  Andreas  ab  Habcrnfield,  a  domeftic  of 
thc  queen  of  Bohemia,  who  pretended  to  have  it  from 
a  Papift  converted  to  the  Proteflant  faith,  and  let  into  the 
fecret  on  account  of  his  fuppofed  orthodoxy.  The  (lory 
imported,  that  the  pope  and  cardinal  Richlieu  were  deeply 
concerned  in  fomenting  the  troubles  of  Charles  j  and  that 
meafures  had  been  taken  by  Con  and  Roiletti,  two  nun- 
cios from  Rome,  for  poifoning  both  the  King  and  the 
archbifliop.  This  was  fupported  by  a  detail  of  cabals, 
meetings,  and  charadlers,  among  the  Popifli  fadion,  of 
which  it  was  affirmed  the  queen,  the  carl  and  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Arundel,  were  patrons  and  directors.  Laud  was 
the  only  perfon  in  England  to  whom  this  plot,  under 
the  promife  of  an  inviolable  fecrecy,  was  difcovcrcd.  He 
communicated  it  to  Charles,  witli  the  fame  cautions  ; 
and  Charles  chofe  to  fupprefs  the  matter,  rather  than 
quarrel  with  his  good  friends  the  Papifts,  who  in  this 
lime  of  his  neceffity  had  advanced  him  large   funis  of 

had  an  army  on  foot  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men  ;  that  the  boundaries 
of  Yorkfhire  were  not  to  be  defended  -,  and  the  King's  army  could  not 
be  truflcd.     RuJbwcrtJty  vol.  III.  p.  1308,  i^  fe^i. 
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money.  It  is  likely  he  did  not  give  much  credit  to  the  Ann.  1640. 
tale,  fince  nothing  could  be  more  improbable  than  that 
confpiracies  fliould  arife  from  that  quarter.  Had  it 
been  related  of  the  Puritans,  he  would  have  been  glad 
of  an  opportunity  to  have  feized  their  perfons,  and  ren- 
dered them  fufpedted  to  the  public.  Without  any  im- 
peachment of  liis  underftanding,  he  might  treat  very 
flightingly  an  intelligence  that  involved  in  treafonable 
deiigns  againft  his  perfon  both  his  beloved  queen,  who, 
by  the  power  fhe  had  over  him,  governed  with  an  un- 
controuled  fway,  and  a  party  for  whofe  fake  he  had  in- 
curred the  refentment  of  his  whole  people.  The  affair, 
perhaps,  had  no  foundation,  but  in  the  imagination  of 
the  queen  of  Bohemia,  who  might  have  trumped  up 
this  ftory  from  public  report  and  fecret  intelligence,  at- 
tempting, by  the  alarming  tale,  to  fet  Charles  againft 
a  fadion  who  had  ever  fliewn  themlelves  her  inveterate 
enemies. 
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VI. 


Parliament — ^—Strafford  impeached  of  high'treafon^ — And  others, 

Windebank  Jlies, Laud  accufed. — .^Wren  and  Pierce 

profecuted. Patents  for  monopolies  cancelled, Ship-money 

--Plies, 

— Bin 


declared  illegal. Finch  accufed  of  high-treafon  :■ 

Judges  accufed. Judge  Berkley  fent  to  prifon 

for  triennial  parliaments ^rial  of  Strafford, Attempt 

to  debauch  the  army Plot  difcovered. Protejlation,- 

Bill  for  cojitinuing  the  parliament. 
•His  cbaradier. 


-Strafford's  execution. 


Ann.  1640.  TJ^NGLAND  had  for  a  long  feries  of  years  fufFered  her 
•*-'  princes  to  exert  a  very  unconfliiutional  authority  over 
her:  the  tyranny  of  Charles  was  borne  with  a  patience 
that  gives  us  a  defpicable  idea  of  the  temper  of  the  na- 
tion during  the  flrft  fifteen  years  of  that  prince's  reign. 
The  Scots  at  length  broke  the  chain  of  paffive  obe- 
dience, which  had  fo  long  fafcinated  their  neighbours  : 
The  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  which  had  been 
reilrained  by  the  Tudors,  and  totally  fupprefled  by  the 
Stewarts,  burfl  from  its  confined  ftate  with  energy  ;  like 
a  mighty  torrent,  contemning  the  weak  bounds  of  arr, 
it  broke  through  regal  reftraint,  and  the  people  with  one 
voice  demanded  a  parliament.  This  their  privilege  of 
legiflation  extorted  from  the  crown,  they  were  careful  in 
whofe  hands  they  fhould  truft  the  precious  dcpofit.  The 
court,  notwithllanding  its  utmofl:  efforts,  was  unable  to 
make  any  party  in  the  enfuing  eledlions  :  fo  fl:rong  was 
tire  fenfe  the  people  had  of  their  pad  fuflFerings,  fo  dear 
to  them  the  profped  of  recovering  their  loft  Liberty,  that 
4  the 
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the  votes  univerfally  ran  in  favour  of  thofe  whofe  adions  Ann.  1640. 
and  fufFerings  proclaimed  their  attachment  to  popular 
privileges.  On  thefe  principles,  patriots  were  returned, 
whofe  number,  virtues,  and  abilities,  were  greater  than 
had  ever  been  convened  together  in  any  age  or  country. 
On  this  parliament,  which  the  people  had  chofen  to  re- 
drefs  their  ^yrongs,  and  to  execute  popular  plans,  left  im- 
perfed  by  the  abrupt  diflblution  of  other  affcmblies  ;  on 
this  parliament,  fummoned  at  a  time  of  univerfal  difcon- 
tent,  did  the  King,  by  his  neceffities,  entirely  depend. 

Strafford  was  fenfible  of  what  irrefiftable  powers  the  whidock,, 
leaders  of  the  oppofition  would  be  pofTefTed  j  and  earncPJy 
requefted  the  King  to  permit  him  to  go  back  to  Ireland, 
that  he  might  there  take  meafures  for  his  majefly's  fei^vice, 
and  fecure  his  own  perfon  from  the  refentment  of  his 
enemies.  Charles,  notwithftanding  the  mortifications  hp 
had  undergone  the  lall  three  months  of  his  reign ;  not- 
withftanding the  apparent  union  of  the  Scotch  mal-contcnts 
with  the  majority  of  his  EngliQi  fubjeds  j  yet  fondly  ima- 
gined, that  there  was  fomething  in  his  kingly  capacity 
that  could  withftand,  if  not  over-power,  the  rage  of  the 
popular  party.  He  told  Strafford  that  his  counfcl  and  pre- 
fcnce  would  be  necefTary  to  him  *,  that  as  he  was  King  of 
England,  he  had  power  to  fecure  him  from  danger ;  and 
that  the  parliament  fliould  not  touch  one  hair  of  his  head. 
Strafford,  contrary  to  his  own  conviaion,  yielded  to  his 
matter's  entreaties,  and  confented  to  come  to  London  after 
he  had  fettled  the  necefTary  affairs  of  his  array  \ 

♦  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  thefe  afifairs  were  to  fupprefs  the  mutinous 
fpirit  of  the  army,  and  to  difpofe  the  county  of  York  towards  the 
King's  fervice  j  that  in  both  thcfe  bufmefles  Strafford  met  with  great 
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On  the  third  of  November  the  parliament  met  ;  and 
fuch  was  the  a(5tive  Ipirit  of  the  times,  that  the  houfe  of 
Commons  was  almoft  full  at  the  very  opening  of  the  {(zf- 
fion.  The  King,  as  it  atraid  and  afliamed  to  meet  the 
public  eye,  refufed  to  ride  in  his  accuftomed  pomp,  and 
went  privately  in  his  barge  to  the  Parliamcnt-ftairs.  In 
his  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  he  refledled  on  the  incredulity 
of  thofe  who  refufed  to  truft  his  perfonal  aflurances  in 
regard  to  the  defigns  of  the  Scots.  He  recommended, 
with  fome  warmth,  the  chafing  the  rebels  out  of  the  king- 
dom; told  them  he  was  refolved  to  put  himfelf  freely 
and  clearly  on  the  love  and  afFedion  of  his  Englifh  fub- 
JQdis  ;  and  promifed  an  hearty  concurrence  in  redrefling 
their  >uft  grievances :  He  offered  them  a  full  and  circum- 
flantial  account  of  affairs,  if  they  dcfired  it ;  he  recom- 
mended to  them  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  his  array, 
which  muft  otherwife  be  difbanded,  whilft  that  of  the 
rebels  was  kept  on  foot ;  and,  laftly,  conjured  them  to 
lay  afide  all  fufpicion  ;  for  it  (hould  not  be  his  fault  if 
this  was  not  a  happy  parliament  *.  When  the  King  had 
finifhed  his  fpeech,  the  lord-keeper  Finch  began  a  long 
detail  of  the  (late  of  affairs :  He  juftified  the  King,  and 

mortifications :  The  officers  repaired  to  London  to  ferve  in  parliament, 
in  defiance  of  his  authority,  when  he  had  denied  them  leave  of  ab- 
fence ;  and  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  county  who  had  moft  depended  on 
him  withdrew  -their  attendance,  and  entered  into  a  combination  with  his 
enemies.     Clarendon's  Hijl.  vol.  I.  p.  126. 

*  This  fpeech  of  Charles  breathes  a  greater  air  of  franknels  than  he 
had  ever  before  ufcd ;  but  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  words  to  divert 
the  refolutions  of  this  aflembly.  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  before  the 
meeting  the  members  made  no  fcruple  to  avow  their  intention  of  pull- 
ing up  the  caufes  of  grievances  by  the  roots ;  at  the  fame  time  dcclarirtg, 
that  if  all  men  would  do  their  duty  the  event  muft  be  happy. 
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dwelt  much  on  the  ill  behaviour  of  the  Scots  ;  but  took  Ann.  16^0. 
care  to  compliment  the  city  of  London  on  their  readinefs 
to  advance  the  required  loan :  He  concluded  with  expa- 
tiating on  the  dangers  of  the  nation,  and  the  mifery  the 
Northern  counties  muft  continue  to  fuffer,  if  the  parlia- 
ment did  not  effedlually  co-operate  with  the  King  *. 

Charles  had  fixed  on  his  creature  Sir  Thomas  Gardi- 
ner to  be  appointed  fpeaker ;  but  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  that  he  was  not  returned  to  ferve  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  houfe  +.  The  ele6fcion  fell  on  Mr.  Lenthall,  a 
lawyer  of  narrow  drudging  abilities,  inoffenfive  in  his 
condud:,  and  pitched  on  by  the  King,  becaufe  he  had 
never  fignalized  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  government 
of  church  or  fiate. 

Lenthall,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  throne,  expatiated  on  s  November. 
the  utility  of  parliaments :  "  They  bound  the  crown  to 

•  In  this  long  harangue  he  did  not  omit  to  flatter  the  King  and  his 
family  with  much  fulfome  panegyric  :  He  told  the  Commons  to  wipe  the 
glafs,  and  wipe  their  eye«,  and  then  they  would  fee  their  king  a  king 
of  exemplary  piety  and  juftice,  of  rare  endowments  and  abilities  of  na- 
ture^  of  unparalleled  moderation  in  great  affairs  •,  his  other  part,  the 
queen,  was  a  mirror  of  virtue,  from  whom,  fince  her  happy  arrival,  no 
fubjedl  e\  er  received  oiher  than  gracious  and  benign  influence.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  elogium,  he  ran  into  the  King's  error,  and  avowed  the  in- 
fluence the  queen  had  over  the  public  counfels,  by  alleging,  that  none 
could  more  co-operate  to  the  happy  fuccefs  of  this  parliament  than  her 
majefty.  He  advifed  the  Commons  to  moderate  counfels,  in  the  fol- 
lowing trope;  "  Sail,  faid  he,  between  the  tropics  of  moderation,  that, 
there  be  no  deJcnfion  from  the  pole  of  fecurity." 

i"  This  man,  though  recorder  of  London,  was  rejefted  with  difdain 
by  that  city,  and  otner  places  he  had  tried  in  vain.  This  is  a  llrong 
inilunce  of  the  activity  and  llrength  of  the  popular  party. 

the 
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Ann.  1 5^0.  ihc  facred  temples,  he  faul,  and  freed  majedy  from  the 
inicrpietarioii  of  miicloing."  He  did  not  forget  to  put 
the  ailcinbiy  in  raind  of  the  treaibn  intended  to  be  per- 
petrated againil  tlic  two  houfes  of  pailiamcnt  by  the  Ro- 
.man-Cathoiics.  In  the  coiirfc  of  his  fpeccii  he  aimed  a 
blow  at  the  judges,  whom  he  compared  '*  to  ciRerns  of 
fair  water,  wherein  each  deviation,  eacli  wrinkle,  was 
difcernablc." 

The  King  had  very  imadvi(edly  termed  his  Scotch  fub- 
jeds  rebels ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  trcr.ty  then  in 
agitation,  recommended  the  chafing  them  home.  When 
the  Commons  were  withdrawn,  he  dcfiied  the  Lords  to 
relate  to  the  lower  houfe  thofe  great  affairs  for  which 
they. were  called  together;  and  again  termed  the  Scots 
rebels ;  talked  of  making  them  know  their  duty,  and 
fending  diem  home  whether  they  would  or  no.  This 
intemperance  of  fpeech  gave  great  ofTcnce  to  the  majority 
rari.Hift.voU  [^  \^q[1^  houfcs.      The  Commons  had  no  fooner  fettled  tl:e 

IX.  p  33, 

Aieq.  c-cremony  of  a  fail,  than  immediately  they  entered  upon 

bufineft:  Large  committees  were  appointed  for  privileges, 
for  eledlions,  for  religion,  for  grievances,  for  courts  of 
jullice,  for  trade,  and  for  Irifli  ailairs.  Such  a  multi- 
plicity of  complaints  poured  in  upon  them,  that  thefe 
were  fubdivided  into  forty  leiler  committees.  Every  hour 
brought  frefh  proofs  of  the  general  difcontent  of  the  na- 
tion, befides  petitions  in  behalf  of  Burton,  Prynne,  Bail- 
wick.,  Lilbourn,  Lcighton,  and  other  private  fufferers, 
which  were  all  favourably  received  * ;  not  a  county  that 

•*  When  a  queftion  was  put  relating  to  a  conHderable  grievance,  not 
<inc  mecibcr  offered  to  put  a  negative.     Far/.  Hiji.  vol.  IV.  p.  108. 
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did  not  fend  up  a  long  lift  of  grievances.     Thefe  were  Ann.  1640. 
prefentcd  to  the  houfe  by  their  feveral  reprefcntatives. 

The  lord  Digby,  member  for  Dorfetfliire,  related  the 
difcontents  of  that  county  by  word  of  mouth  :  *'  L  would 
not  have  you  think,  faid  he,  that  I  ferve  for  a  land  of 
Goflien  ;  that  we  live  there  in  funlhine,  whilft  darknefs 
and  plagues  overfpread  the  reft  of  the  land.  As  little 
would  I  have  you  think,  that  being  under  the  fame  fharp 
meafure  as  the  reft,  we  are  either  infenfible,  or  that  the 
ihirc  wanteih  a  fervant  to  reprefent  its  fufferings  boldly." 
After  enumerating  the  heads  of  thofe  complaints  him- 
felf  and  partner  had  received  from  their  conftituents  on 
the  day  of  election,  fuch  as  fliip-money,  prefling  of  fol- 
diers,  military  taxes,  monopolies,  and  the  new  canons, 
he  thus  purfued  his  difcourfe  :  "  Doth  not  every  parlia- 
ment-man's heart  rife  to  fee  the  prelates  thus  ufurp  to 
themfelves  the  grand  pre-eminence  of  parliaments,  the 
granting  of  fubfidies  ;  and  that  under  fo  prepofterous  .1 
name  as  a  benevolence,  for  that  which  is  a  malevolence 
indeed  ?  Who  can  think  with  patience  on  fuch  an  cnfnar- 
ing  oath  as  that  tlie  new  canons  enjoin  I  where,  bcfidcs 
the  fwearing  fuch  an  impertinence  as  that  things  necef- 
fary  to  falvation  are  contained  in  difcipline  ;  befides  the 
fwearing  that  to  be  of  divine  right  which  the  learned 
never  pretended  was  fo,  as  the  arch  things  in  our  hie- 
rarchy ;  befides  ilic  fwearing  not  to  confcnt  to  the  change 
of  that  which  the  ilaic  may  upon  great  reafon  think  fit 
to  alter;  befides  the  bottomlefs  perjury  of  an  et  cat  era  , 
men  muft  fvvcar  that  they  fware  freely  and  voluntarily 
what  they  arc  compelled  unto ;  and  laftly,  that  they 
fwear  that  oath   in  tlie   literal  fenfe,  whereof  no  two   of 
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Ann.  1640.  the  makers  themfclves,  that  I  have  heard  of,  could  ever 
agree  in  the  undcrftanding.  For  thofe  particular  heads 
of  grievances  whereby  our  eftates  and  properties  are  ra- 
dically invaded,  it  hadi  been  a  metaphor  frequent  in  par- 
liament, and,  if  my  memory  fail  me  not,  was  made  ufe 
of  in  the  lord-keeper's  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  laft^ 
that  what  money  Kings  raifcd  from  their  fubjedls  it  was 
but  as  vapours  drawn  up  from  the  earth  by  the  fun,  to 
be  diflilled  upon  it  again  in  fru(5lifying  fliowers.  The 
comparifon,  Mr.  Speaker,  hath  held  of  late  in  this  king- 
dom too  unluckily :  What  hath  been  raifed  from  the  fub- 
jed:  by  thofe  violent  attra(5tions  hath  been  formed,  it  is 
true,  into  clouds  to  darken  the  fun's  luftre,  and  hath 
fallen  again  upon  the  land,  but  in  hail-flones  and  mil- 
dews, to  batter  and  prollrate  our  liberties,  to  blaft  and 
wither  our  afFetStions."  Lord  Digby  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  a  motion,  that  a  remonftrance  fhould  be  prefented 
to  the  King,  clearly  pointing  out  the  pernicious  authors 
of  public  calamities. 

Sir  John  Colepeper,  one  of  the  members  for  Kent,  ex- 
patiated on  the  public  evils,  and  the  particular  ones  of 
his  county.  Mr.  Grimflone  obferved,  that  this  was  the 
age  which  produced  Achitophels,  Hamans,  Woolfies,  Emp- 
fons,  Dudleys,  Trellilions,  and  Belknaps,  monflers  of  all 
forts.  Mr.  BagQiaw  aflerted,  that  the  honour  of  a  king 
confided  in  the  wealth  of  his  people ;  that  to  make  a 
people  rich,  they  mud  have  eafe  and  juftice  ;  cafe  in  their 
confciences  from  the  bane  of  fuperftition,  the  tortures  of 
flrange  oaths  ;  eafe  in  their  perfons  from  illegal  arrefts 
and  imprifonment ;  in  their  lands  from  forefts  where  ne- 
ver deer  fed  j  from  depopulations  where  never  farm  was 
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decayed  ;  and  from  inclofures  where  never  hedges  were  Ann.  1640. 
made.  They  mull  have  juftice,  or  they  could  not  fub- 
fift  ;  if  the  ftreams  of  juftice  were  by  unrighteoufnefs 
turned  into  gall  and  wormwood,  or  by  cruelty  into  blood, 
the  people  who  drank  of  thofe  brooks  muft  needs  perifli. 
Mr.  Bagftiaw  obferved  on  the  ftridnefs  of  the  oaih  the 
judges  were  obliged  to  take,  and  on  the  infringements  of 
that  oath,  "  It  will  be  never  better  times,  faid  he,  if  the 
authors  of  thefe  evils  go  unpunifhed  ;  during  parliament 
like  frozen  fnakes,  their  poifon  dries  up  ;  but  let  the  par- 
liament dilFolve,  and  then  their  poifon  fcatters  abroad, 
and  does  more  hurt  than  ever.  What  the  plaifter  will 
not  do  muft:  be  done  with  the  faw :  Let  them  be  cut  off 
in  their  wickednefs  who  have  framed  mifchief  as  a  law ; 
let  the  violation  of  the  ftatute  of  monopolies,  and  the 
Petition  of  Right,  be  made  felony,  or  premunire  at  the 
leaft  J  and  in  the  interim  let  the  authors  of  our  miferies 
be  made  examples  of  punifliment." 

The  eminent  fpeakers  did  not  fail  to  reprefent  the  na- 
tional grievances  with  the  high  colouring  of  the  mod 
lively  eloquence  :  But  the  houfe,  tho'  fufficiently  warmed 
with  the  difcufFion  of  thefe  topics,  were  at  prefent  too 
much  ingrofTed  on  a  very  particular  and  interefting  point 
to  come  to  any  refolutions  on  thefe  general  heads.  Sir 
John  Clotworthy,  an  Irifli  gentleman,  on  the  very  firft  day 
of  the  Commons  entering  on  bufmefs,  had  drav/n  fuch  a 
pidture  of  the  tyrannical  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  as  increafed  the  prejudices  of  the  Houfe  againd 
its  already-deteded  governor. 

On  the  eleventh  of  November,  when  it  was  certainly  chr^er 
known  that  Strafford  was  arrived  in  London,  Mr.  Pym, 
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Ann.  .640.    in  a  long  dircx)urfe  in  which  he  enumerated  all  the  grie- 
vances of  the  nation  *,  faid,  "  If  any   thing  could  in- 
cixarc  their  indi-nation  againfl  the  enormous  and  crimi- 
nal  project  which  had  been  formed  of  fubverting   the 
lawi  and  iibcrtici  of  the  kingdom,  it  would  be  to  find. 
that  theconflitution  had  been  endangered  by  the  word  of 
mmiilcrs  under  tlie  iciga  of  a  pious  and  virtuous  King. 
V/e  muft  enquire,  added  he,  from  what  fountain  thefe 
waters  of  bittcrncfs  How ;   and  though  doubtlefs  many 
evil  counfcllors   will  be  found  to  have  contributed   their 
endeavours,  vet  there  is  one  who  claims  the  guilty  pre- 
eminence,  that  is  StraHbrd  ;  a  man  who,  in  the  memory 
of  many  prefcnt,  hath  fat  in  this  houfe  an  earned  vindi- 
cator  of  the  laws,   and  a  moil  zealous  afTertor  and  cham- 
pion for  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;  but  it  is  long  fince 
he  turned  from  thelc  good  affections,  and,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  apoflates,  is  become  the  greatefl  enemy  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  the  greateft  promoter  of 
tyranny  that  any  age  hath  ever   produced."     Sir  John 
Hotham,  a  Yorkfhire  gentleman,  and  others,  fpoke  to 
the  flime  effecl ;  and  after  many  hours  fpent  in  inveigh- 
ing  againil  this  notorious  criminal,  the   doors  having 
been  previouily  locked  to  prevent  difcovery  of  the  intend- 
ed  purpofc,  when  the  refentment  of  the  houfe  was  in- 
flamed to  its  highed  pitch,  it  was  fuddenly  moved,  that 

«  "^l""  v^''  ^"/^Y^tJon,  Mr.  Pym  mentions  the  fale  of  nuifances  • 
The  King  fa.d  he,  is  to  take  care  of  the  public  commodities  and 
advantages  of  the  Rjbjeft,  as  rivers,  high-ways,  common-fewers,  by  or- 
dinary  writs  ad  quod  c^nnwum ;  but  now  it  is  done  by  a  courfe  extra-iu- 
dicial,  by  enforcing  compofitions;  foifa  nuifance  is  compounded  for 
u  ,s  a  hurt  to  the  people,  if  no  nuilance,  then  it  is  ufed  to  the  party's 
prejudice."    Part.  Hifl,  vol  IX.  p.  65.  ^    ^ 
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the  earl  of  Strafford  fliould  be  immediately  impeached  of  ^^nn.  1540. 
liigh'tjcafon. 

This  motion  was  received  with  univerfiil  approbation  ; 
nor  had  there  been  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  debate  one 
perfon  who  offered  tedimony  in  favour  of  the  offender. 
Ix)rd  Falkland,  a  man  greatly  bigoted  to  forms,  propofed 
that  the  particulars  which  had  been  mentioned  lliould  be 
diged:ed  by  a  committee  before  accufation  ;  declaring  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  was  fully  farisfied  there  was 
enough  for  a  charge.  Pym  foon  removed  this  interrup- 
tion by  telling  Falkland,  that  the  delay  he  propofed  would 
probably  blad  all  their  hopes ;  that  the  earl's  power  with 
the  King  was  fo  great,  that  when  he  fhould  learn  his 
wickednefs  was  difcovered,  he  would  immediately  pro- 
cure the  diffolution  of  the  parliament,  or  attempt  fome 
other  defperate  meafure  for  his  prefervation  ;  whereas,  if 
he  was  unexpectedly  impeached  of  high-treafon,  the  lords 
in  judice  would  be  obliged  to  commit  him  to  fafe  cudo- 
dy,  and  thus  he  would  be  fequedered  from  having  acccfs 
to  his  majedy.  The  Commons,  convinced  by  this  argu- 
ment, voted  the  accufation  -,  and  Mr.  Pym  was  chofen  ^Oy^^,_^^^^ 
carry  it  up  ;  and,  to  Hiew  their  unanimity  on  this  point,  ^;^;g';;;^^ 
almod  the  whole  body  attended  the  meffenger.  i.i^i.-uauu.. 

Strafford  was  at  this  time  in  the  houfe  of  Peers: 
It  is  conjectured,  that  he  had  an  intention  this  day  to  ac- 
cufe  the  lord  Say  and  other  members  of  both  houfes, 
who  were  thought  to  have  held  a  correfpondence  Vvith 
the  Scots.  He  found  the  Lords  in  a  deoate  that  took 
ihem  up  a  confiderable  time  -  ;  and  whild  he  was  wait- 


♦  The  debate  was  concerning  the  Scotch  treaty. 
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Ann.  1640.  ing  for  an  opportunity  to  addrefs  them,  Mr,  Pym  ap- 
peared at  the  bar,  and,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Commons 
of  England,  impeached  him  of  high-treafon,  and  defired 
that  he  might  be  fequeflered  from  all  councils,  and  be 
put  into  fafe  cuftody.  No  fooncr  was  Mr.  Pym  retired, 
than  the  Lords,  with  almoft  one  voice,  called  upon 
Sirallbrd  to  withdraw.  He  having  obtained  leave  to  be 
heard,  endeavoured  to  influence  the  Lords,  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  them,  that  it  would  be  of  bad  confequence  to  their 
privileges  and  birth-right,  if,  upon  fuch  a  general  charge, 
they  fhould  fuffer  a  peer  of  the  realm  to  be  committed 
to  cuftody,  and  deprived  of  his  feat  in  parliament.  Po- 
tent as  thefe  reafons  muft  appear  to  an  ariftocratical  af- 
fembly,  yet  on  this  occafion  they  had  not  the  intended 
effed: :  The  Lords,  with  very  little  debate,  refolved  he 
fliould  be  committed  to  the  uQier  of  the  black  rod,  to 
remain  under  his  care  till  the  Commons  fhould  bring  in 
a  particular  charge.  Upon  his  knees,  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  was  this  determination  pronounced  to  him.  The 
lord-keeper  having  performed  this  office,  Strafford  was 
taken  away  by  the  ufher ;  and  Mr.  Pym  was  called  in, 
and  informed,  that  the  Lords  had  complied  with  the  de- 
fire  of  the  Commons. 

Liberty  had  now  begun  her  triumphant  courfe  ;  her 
inveterate  enemy  was,  on  the  firft  attack,  fubdued.  The 
arrogant  Strafford,  who  the  year  before  entered  the  up- 
per houfe  with  the  parade  of  a  conqueror,  and  whilft  he 
related  the  wonders  of  his  Irifli  adminiftration,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Lords  with  applaufe  for  the  fuppofed  wif- 
dom  of  his  conduct,  and  who  this  very  day  had  entered 
that  aflembly  with  imperious  thoughts,  and  difdainful 


fcntiments  againft  the  Commons,  was  in  an  inftant,  by  ^nn.  1640. 
the  enemies  he  defpifed,  reduced  as  a  criminal  to  receive 
on  his  knees  the  fentence  of  imprifonment.      The  Com- 
mons fent  over  to  Ireland  for  Sir  George  Radcliffe   and 
Sir  Robert  Ring,   to  appear  as  witnefles  againft  Strafford  ; 
but  on  being  informed,  that  Radcliffe  had  been  the  tool 
which  Strafford  had  made  ufe  of  to  execute  all  his  infa- 
mous purpoles,  they  likewife   impeached  him  of  high- 
treafon  *,  and  fecured  his  perfon.     Mr.  Pym,  with   his 
ufual  accuracy,  in  a  conference  with  the  Lords  on  this 
fubjed,  made  this  diftinc^ion  on  the  nature  of  the  cor- 
ruption which  had  influenced  thefe  minifters :  "   In  the 
crimes  committed  by  the  earl,  faid  he,  there  is  haughti- 
nefs  and  fiercenefs ;  in  thofe  of  Sir  George  Radcliffe  more 
of  bafenefs  ;   having  refigned  and  fubjedled  himfelf  to  be 
adled  upon  by  the  corrupt  will  of  another.     The  earl  of 
Strafford  hath  not  been  bred  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  and 
having  ftronger  lufts  and  paffions   to   incite,  and    lefs 
knowledge  to  reftrain,  might  more  eafdy  be  tranfported 
from  the  rule ;  but  Sir  George  Radcliffe,  in  his  natural 
temper  and  difpofuion  being  more  moderate,  and  by  his 
education    and    profeffion    better   acquainted    with   the 
grounds  and  diredions  of  the  law,  was  carried  into  his 
offences  by  a  more  immediate  concurrence  of  will,  and  a 
more  corrupt  fuppreffion  of  his  reafon  and  judgment." 

♦  He  had  been  already  impeached  of  high-treafon  by  the  Irifti  Com- 
mons houfe.  Audley  Mervin,  who  carried  up  his  impeachment  to  the 
Irifh  Peers,  told  them,  that  his  treafons  had  tranfcended  fo  much  all 
former  ones,  that  they  feemed  to  be  but  petty-larcenies  in  refpedt  ot 
his-  In  this  fpeech  of  Mervin  he  complains,  that  the  claufe  m  the  Irifh 
addrefs  relating  to  Strafford  was  fraudulently  inferted.  Rujbworth  vol. 
IV.  p.  214.. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  houfc  of  Commons  were 
equally  quick  in  regard  to  other  criminals  :  they  had  exa- 
mined two  mcflengers,  Newton  and  Gray,  and  the  keepers 
of  the  prifons  about  London,  on  the  very  day  of  Straf- 
ford's impeachment ;  and  fecretary  Windebank  was  or- 
dered to  anfwer  for  the  many  interruptions  he  had  given 
to  the  procefTes  againfl  priefts  and  Papifts.  This  delinquent, 
who  had  been  formerly  Laud's  creature,  and  promoted  to 
the  office  of  fecretary  by  that  prelate,  had  fo  entirely  de- 
voted himfelf  to  the  queen,  that  he  became,  if  not  a 
Papia  himfelf,  a  profcll  patron  of  that  fea:.-  he  not  only 
protedcd  priefts  in  his  houfe,  but  terrified  the  meiTengers 
by  threats  from  molefting  them.  One  of  the  articles  in 
liis  impeachment  mentioned  feventy-four  letters  of  grace 
to  Recufants,  figned  by  his  own  Iiand :  another  was,  fix- 
ty-four  priefls  difcharged  from  the  Gatchoufe,  twenty-nine 
of  the  number  by  his  verbal  order.  Windebank  was  in 
the  houfe  when  thefe  warrants  of  difcharge  were  pro- 
duced ;  whilft  the  matter  was  debated,  he  was  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  finding  that  the  proofs  would  be  very 
ftrong  againft  him,  he  retired  to  his  own  houfe,  and  fled 
the  kingdom  the  next  morning.  From  Calais  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  wherein,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  other  offending  minifcers,  he  vindic'^ted 
himfelf  on  the  unconftitutional  plea  of  having  committed 
offences  in  obedience  to  his  mailer's  commands  * 

*  Windebank  bad  obtained  a  difcharge  from  the  Kincr  of  aH  penal- 
ties that  he  might  incur  from  liis  condud  in  re-ard  to  Recufantc'  He 
got  fafe  out  of  the  kingdom  by  a  mandate,  figned  by  the  Kin^,  to  fuf- 
itr  him  to  pafs  without  moleftation.  His  p.pers  were  f.cv^-ed  from 
learch  by  Cottington  :  among  thofe  that  came  to  h'ght  were  found  rc^r^s 

m  Trial  of  Laud,  p.  124,  131,  146. 

TjI£ 


CHARLES       I. 


S9S 


The  public  did  not  long  languifli  for  a  parliamentary  Ana.  1640. 

profecution  againfl  the  objedt  of  their  extreme  hatred.  The 

prelate  Laud,  that  declared  zealot  for  tyranny  and  perfecu- 

tion,  could  not  long  efcape  in  the  flria  fcrutiny  that  was 

now  making  concerning  grievances :  After  a  long  debate  on 

the  new-made  canons,  it  was  refolved,  that  they  did  not 

bind  either  the  clergy  or  the  laity  of  the  land  ♦,  that  the 

faid  canons  and  conftitutions  contained  in  them  matters 

contrary  to  the  King's  prerogative,  to  the  fundamental 

laws  and  flatutes  of  the  realm,  the  rights  of  parliament, 

the  property  and  liberty  of  the  fubjedl ;  and  were  matters 

tending  to  fedition,  and  of  dangerous  confequence :  it  was 

refolved  Mo.nullocontradicente,  that  the  contribution  granted 

to  the  King  by  the  clergy  in   the  feveral   convocations 

holden  at  London  and  York  in  1640,  were  contrary  to  the 

laws,  and  ought  not  to  bind  *.    In  the  debate  previous  to 

thefe  refolutions,  Sir  Edward  Deering,  one  of  the  members 

for  Kent,  a  man  who  poffefTed  volubility  in  fpeaking,  and 

who  had  taken  fome  pains  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  the 

nature  and  grounds  of  thofe  pretenfions  of  the  prelates 

that  were  now  become  the  fubjecfl  of  difpute,  made  a  long  R„niwor:h, 

fpeech,  in  which  he  expofed  all  the  palpable  objections  ^°'|^^^^- 

that  lay  againft  the  convocation  or  fynod,  as  they  termed 

themfelves.    He  called  it  a  conventional,  fynodical  affem- 

bly  of  commiffioners,  a  threefold  chimera,  a  monflcr  to 

the  law  of  the  land,  and  a  Cerberus  to  the  religion.     He 

entered  into  a  deep  difcuffion  on  fynods,  and  alleged,  that 

•  Many  of  the  inferior  clergy  petitioned  againft  the  power  the  convo- 
cation had  ufurped,  of  taxing  their  brethren  without  the  authority  of  par- 
liament. The  penalty  which  had  been  impofed  for  non-payment  was, 
deprivation  of  their  fundion,  to  be  ftripped  ot  their  freehold,  and  ex- 
communication.    Kennet's  CompUie  Hift.  if  Eng^  vol.  III.  p.  103. 
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Ana.  1640.  from  the  time  of  the  apoflles  they  were  eccleiiaftical  coun- 
cils, chofcn  by  the  free  voice  of  clergy  and  laity ;  that  even 
the  Roman-Catholics  acknowledged,  that  the  church  could 
not  be  reprefented  if  the  laity  were  excluded  ;  for  the  adls 
of  national  fynods  being  binding  to  the  whole  nation,  it 
could  not  juftly  be  fo  if  the  laity  had  no  fliare  in  the  con- 
fultation,  or  choice  in  the  confulters. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  fon  to  the  lord  Say,  a  young 
man  of  good  parts  and  great  reading,  made  a  long,  yet 
judicious  harangue,  on  the  enormities  that  were  in  the 
canons.    In  the  firft,  he  faid,  the  convocation  had  aflTumed 
a  parliamentary  power  in  a  very  high  degree :  they  had 
not  only  defined  what  the  power  of  the  King  was,  what 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjed:,  but  had  forbid  perfons  to  fpeak 
in  any  other  way  than  according  to  their  definition.     He 
aflerted,  from  the  authority  of  their  own  text,  the  facred 
Icriptures,  that  all  magiftracy  was  the  ordinance  of  man: 
«  But  thefe  divines,  continued  he,  have  an  aim  in  teach- 
ing that  kings  are  an  ordinance  of  Go'd ;  for  then  they 
muft  receive  the  manner  of  their  government  from  the 
prescript  of  God's  word  ;  and  confequently,  if  there  is  no 
text  in  either  of  the  Teftamcnts,  that  kings  may  not  make 
laws,  nor  lay  impofitions  without  parliaments,  they  may 
do  it  out  of  parliament.     In  the  fecond  canon  they  have 
alfo  aiTumed  to  themfelves  a  parliamentary  power,  to  ap- 
point holidays  contrary  to  the  exprefs  words  of  the  ftatute. 
In  the  canon  againft  fedtaries  there  is  an  efpccial  provifo, 
that  it  fhould  not  derogate  from  any  ftatute  or  law  made 
againft  them ;  as  if  their  canons  had  power  to  difannul 
an  ad  of  parliament.     In  the  fourth  canon,  againft  So- 
cinianifm,  they  determine  an  herefy  not  determined  by 

law; 
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law ;  a  point  exprefly  referved  to  a  parliamentary  deter-  Ann.  1640. 
mination :  in  this  canon,  for  the  moft  trifling  oiFenccs, 
fuch  as  bringing  a  book  over  from  beyond  fea  which 
dififers  from  the  difcipline  of  the  church  of  England,  men 
are  to  be  excommunicated  ipfo  faBo,  and  lie  under  the  fame 
penalty  as  if  they  had  maintained  an  opinion  contrary  to 
the  moft  material  point  of  faith.  In  the  fixth  canon  they 
have  undertaken  to  impofe  new  oaths  on  the  fubjecl,  a 
power  of  an  higher  nature  than  to  make  a  law  ;  for 
a  law  binds  no  longer  than  till  another  law  is  made,  or 
whilft  the  perfon  refides  in  the  land ;  whereas  an  oath 
binds  for  a  man's  life."  Mr.  Fiennes  proved,  that  thofe 
canons  which  had  the  moft  favourable  appearance  carried 
in  them  a  great  degree  of  malignancy,  and  moved  that 
the  houfe  would  proceed  to  condemnation, 

Th  e  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  votes  concern- 
ing thefe  matters,  had  particular  diredlions  to  confider 
how  far  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  had  been  an  ador 
in  thefe  proceedings ;  and  farther  to  examine  what  part  he 
had  adled  in  the  great  defign  of  the  fubverfion  of  the  laws 
and  religion  of  the  realm ;  and  to  prepare  and  draw  up 
a  charge  againft  him,  and  fuch  others  as  fliould  appear 
offenders  in  thefe  particulars.     This  was  the  prelude  to 
Laud's  impeachment :  Complaints  poured  in  on  all  fides  ; 
he  was  accufed  by  the  Scotch  commiffioners  of  being  the 
prime  caufe  of  thofe  innovations  in  their  religion  which 
had  occafioned  the  prefcnt  commotions  ;  letters  were  pro- 
duced that  had  pafled  between  him  and  the  Scotch  bifliops: 
Thefe  proved,  that  he  had  for  fome  years  dircded  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  affairs  of  that  kingdom  j  and,  by  the  force  of 
menaces  and  promifes,  had  maintained  an  high  degree  of 
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Ann.  1640.    authority  over  the  cp'fcopal  order.     On  the  report  of  their 
cominittcc,  the  houfe  ot'  Commons  did  not  hcfitate  to  accufe 
u-J.  nccufed  i^ijn  (Q  (h^  upper  houfe  ot  the  crime  of  treafon.  Mr.HoUis 
fon.  .  was  appointed  to  carry  up  the  meUage,  and  the  Lords  im- 

mediately committed  him  to  the  cuilody  of  their  uflier. 

On  this  acciifation,  Laud  dcfired  leave  to  fpeak  :  He 
entered  into  a  protellation  of  his  innocency,  and  had  the 
imprudence  to  fay,  that  there  was  not  a  member  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  who  beUeved  in  his  heart  he  was  a 
traitor  :  for  this  unguarded  expreflion  he  was  fharply 
reprehended  by  the  earl  of  Eflex.  He  defired  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  ancient  parliamentary  way,  but  was 
checked  by  the  lord  Say  for  pretending  to  didtate  to  the 
houfe.  He  begged  leave  to  recant  what  he  had  faid, 
but  was  refufed.  And  thus  this  arrogant  churchman, 
who  had  for  many  years  dire(5led  almoil  every  court  of 
juftice  in  the  kingdom,  was  in  a  moment  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  criminal,  and  denied  thofe  indulgencies 
and  civihties  which  a  lefs  deteflcd  perfon  of  his  age  and 
rank  would  have  found  in  fuch  mortifying  circum- 
ftances  *.  Many  bitter  fpceches  had  been  made  againft 
him  in  the  lower  houfe  :  Sir  Edward  Peering  declared, 
he  had  exercifed  a  fupremc  ccclefiaftical  power  in  the 
three  kingdoms  ;  and  mentioned  fome  particulars  con- 
cerning his  arbitrary  proceedings  ;  that  he  pleaded  fair 

•  The  Lords  fined  him.  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  imprifonment 
of  Sir  Thomas  Howard.  Sir  John  Lamb  and  Sir  Henry  Martin  were 
fined  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a-piece  for  the  fame  caufc.  Frank- 
iyn's  Annuls,  p.  881. 

Laud,  in  his  Diary,  makes  the  following  obfervation  on  this  fentence: 
«*  In  fuch  a  cafe,  fay  the  imprifonment  were  more  than  the  law  allowed, 
what  may  be  done  for  honour  and  religion  fake  ? "  Rujhw.yo\.ll\ .  p.  1  oS  7. 

for 


for  a  patriarchate  ;  but  if  there  muft  be  fuch  a  gover-  Ann.  1640. 
nor,  a  pope  at  Rome  would  do  lefs  hurt  than  a  patriarch 
at  Lambeth.  Mr.  Grimftone  laid,  "  that  he  was  the  fly 
of  all  peftilential  fihh  ;  that  it  was  him  that  had  infedled 
the  ftate  and  government  of  the  commonwealth  ;  he 
was  the  author  of  all  the  miferies  it  now  groaned  under ; 
he  had  brought  in  the  eail  of  Strafford*  ;  given  the  fe- 
cretaryfliip  to  Windebank ;  and  promoted  Montague, 
Manwaring,  and  all  thofe  prelaies  who  were  fufpedled  of 
Popery  ;  there  was  fcarce  any  grievance  or  complaint  in 
which  he  was  not  mentioned  ;  like  a  bufy  angry  wafp, 
his  {ling  was  in  every  thing  j  he  was  the  corrupt  fountain 
that  had  vitiated  all  the  dreams  ;  till  that  was  purged, 
clear  channels  could  not  be  expelled."  Laud  petitioned 
the  upper  houfe  for  liberty  to  take  the  air  ;  this  favour 
was  granted,  with  a  provifo  that  he  ftiould  do  it  in  the 
company  of  his  keeper,  and  not  be  fuffered  to  fpeak  to 
any  body  out  of  his  prefence. 

The  inftruments  of  this  prelate's  tyranny  did  not  el^ 
cape  the  avenging  arm  of  Juftice,  who  had  now  fet  up 
her  ftandard  in  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Matthew 
Wren  bithop  of  Ely,  and  Pierce  biOiop  of  Bath  and  Wells» 
were  informed  againfl  for  many  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors  ;  fuch  as  pradifing  and  enforcing  fuperfthion 
and  idolatry,  and  perfecuting  thofe  who  did  not  fubmit 
to  thefe  corruptions.  At  the  defire  of  the  Commons, 
they  were  ordered  by  the  Lords  to  give  bail  for  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  ftand  the  judgment  of  parliament.  Every 
member  of  the  late  convocation  was  condemned  to  large 

♦  Strafford  was  brought  in  by  the  earl  of  Pordand,  and  immediately 
patronized  and  promoted  by  Laud.     Lloyd's  Worthies,  p.  22. 
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Ann.  1640.  fines ;  and  numbers  of  ecclefiaftical  delinquents  were  fe- 
verely  punifhed  by  imprifonment,  or  otherwife,  for  being 
guilty  in  their  feveral  cures  of  perfecution  and  idolatry  *. 

The  attack  on  the  clergy  did  not  flop  at  the  puniQi- 
ment  of  the  individuals  of  the  order :  A  bill  pafled  the 
lower  houfe  for  difabling  bifhops,  or  any  clergyman,  from 
being  privy-counfellors,  or  in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace, 
or  to  have  judicial  power  in  the  Star-chamber,  or  in  any 
civil  court.  Mortifications  of  all  forts  overwhelmed  that 
body,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  the  church  triumphant. 
The  name  of  the  fpiritual  lords  was  left  out  in  adls  of 
parliament,  and  the  law  ran  in  the  name  of  King,  Lords 
and  Commons  f .  On  the  day  appointed  for  a  folemn  fad 
and  humiliation,  the  whole  order  of  temporal  peers,  con- 
Diumai  Oc-  ^^^^7  ^^  formcr  pradlice,  in  going  to  church  took  place  of 
currcnces.ed.  jj^g  fpiritual.  Carliflc  and  Morton,  two  moderate  bifliops, 
were  appointed  to  preach  ;  and  whilfi  the  fecond  fervice 
was  reading  at  the  communion-table,  it  was  interrupted 
by  the  fudden  finging  of  a  pfalm.  Marfhal  and  Burgefs, 
two  clergymen  who  had  been  ftigmatized  with  the  epi- 
thet of  puritanical,  preached  feven  hours  before  the 
Commons ;  and,  as  a  requilite  preliminary  to  their  re- 
ceiving the  facrament,  the  communion-table  was  removed 
from  the  Eaft-end  of  St.  Margaret's  to  the  middle  of  the 

*  The  fevcrity  of  jufticc  was  fiiaqDcncd  from  the  refentment  of  that 
(Criiel  ufage  which  the  non-conformifts  had  met  with  in  this  reign.  One 
Dr.  Layfield  pleaded,  that  he  had  privilege  as  a  member  of  the  convo- 
cation-houfej  but  the  Commons  refolved  that  he  fhould  be  fent  for  as 
a  delinquent,  notwithftanding  his  plea.     Paijhivcrthy  vol.  IV.  p.  r^g. 

'\  The  clerk  of  the  upper  houfe,  in  reading  the  bills,  turned  his  back 
upon  the  bench  of  bilhops.    Hume^  vol.  I.  p.  264. 

area. 


area*.  This  was  a  prelude  to  the  following  order:  That  Ann.  1640. 
commiflioners  be  fent  into  all  counties  for  the  defacing, 
demolifliing,  and  quite  taking  away,  all  images  or  tables 
turned  altar-wife,  crucifixes,  fuperflitious  picflures,  monu- 
ments, and  relics  of  idolatry,  out  of  all  churches  and 
chapels  f.  A  refolution  pafled,  that  the  ftatuie  made  Rufhworth, 
twenty- feven  years  ago  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  im-  p.  149* 
pofing  upon  young  fcholars  a  fubfcription  according  to 
(he  thirty-fixth  article  of  the  canons  made  in  the  year 
1603,  is  againft  law  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecfl,  and 
ought  not  to  be  prefled  upon  any  ftudent  or  graduate 
whatfoever  J.  A  committee  which  was  appointed  by  the 
Commons  to  take  cognizance  of  the  offences  of  ecclefiaftics, 
and  ufually  denominated  the  committee  of  fcandalous 
miniflers,  received  daily  accounts  of  fuch  follies  and  enor- 
mities committed  by  that  body,  that  the  refentment  of  the 
houfe  was  continually  fupplied  with  new  fuel  §• 

*  Williams  dean  of  Weftminfter  told  the  committee  of  the  Commons 
who  came  to  him  on  this  bufmefs,  that  he  would  readily  obey  the  Com- 
mons, and  do  the  like  on  the  requeft  of  any  parilhioner  in  his  diocefe. 

The  lord-mayor,  and  the  juftices  of  peace  for  Middlefex  and  Weftmin- 
fter,  received  orders  from  the  Commons,  that  the  Itatutes  concerning  the 
Lord's-Day  lliould  be  put  in  execution.   Rufmvcrth^  vol. IV.  p. 53,  7.23. 

7  Sir  Robert  Harley,  a  zealous  Prefbyterian,  to  whom  the  execution 
of  this  order  was  committed,  removed  all  crofles  out  of  ftreets  and 
niarkets.     TVhitlcck^  p.  45. 

t  Ordered,  that  the  fame  order  that  was  made  concerning  fubfcrip- 
tions  to  canons  for  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  fliall  be  made  for  the 
r.nivcrfity  of  Oxon  ;  and  the  houfe  doth  farther  declare,  that  neither 
©f  the  univerfities  fliall  be  fubje(5l  to  the  injunftion  of  doing  reverence 
to  the  communion-table.     J  cut  nals  cf  the  Commons^  vol.11,  p.  191. 

§  A  complaint  was  made  againft  a  minifter  for  faying,  that  Puritans  • 
were  damned   rogues  becaufc  they  refufed  the  oath  ;    he  hoped  they 
would  hang  in  H'vll ;  and  NviHied  himfelf  in  Hell  to  be  their  hangman  ; 
^  and 
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The  prefent  temper  of  the  Commons  encouraged  the 
public  to  hope  an  entire  releafe  from  the  fpiritual  tyranny 
they  had  fo  long  endured.  The  citizens  of  London,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand,  fubfcribed  a  petition 
againft  the  hierarchy  and  government  of  the  church  of 
England.  To  the  petition  was  annexed  twenty  eight  arti- 
cles, containing  objections  to  the  epifcopal  office :  thofe 
objedlions  were  founded  on  the  unlawfulnefs  of  the  or- 
der, the  vices  of  thofe  who  compofed  it,  and  the  abufes 
with  which  it  had  been  exercifed.  This  petition  was  pre- 
fenied  to  the  houfe  by  alderman  Pennington,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  three  more  of  the  fame  kind  ;  one  from  Glo- 
cefter,  one  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Kent, 
and  another  fubfcribed  by  feven  hundred  minifters.  Thefe 
petitions  were  very  warmly  attacked  by  the  lord  Digby, 
and  with  much  learning  defended  by  Mr.  Fiennes ;  the 
houfe  had  the  complaifance  to  order,  that  they  fhould  be 
committed,  and  in  convenient  time  debated. 

Hitherto  the  King  feemed  to  have  refigned  himfelf 
to  the  fudden  fate  which  had  fo  unexpcdedly  fallen  upon 
him — In  one  moment  of  time  reduced,  from  governing 
with  an  abfolure  fway,  to  be  the  mott  infignificant  and 
the  mod  impotent  part  of  the  legiQative  power  :  But 
roufed  by  the  danger  which  now  threatened  his  beloved 
epifcopacy,  he  fent  for  the  two  houfes  to  Whitehall,  and 
told  them,  that  he  intended  to  reform  all  innovations  in 

and  taught  in  his  pulpit,  that  every  one  ought  to  learn  to  dance  for 
thofe  who  could  not  dance  would  be  damned  Another  complaint  was 
exhibited,  that  in  a  certain  parifti  in  the  Weft  country  two  days  were 
^nt  in  the  dedication  of  an  altar-cufhion  and  pulpit-cloth.  Biurnal 
Occurrences^  j^.  ^2^  i^  fe^, 
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church  and  ftate,  and  to  reduce  matters  of  religion  and  Ann.  1640. 
government  to  what  they  were  in  the  pureft  times  of 
queen  Elizabeth ;  but  that  fome  men,  encouraged  by  the 
fitting  of  this  parliament,  more  malicioufly  than  igno- 
rantly,  put  no  difference  between  reformation  and  altera- 
tion of  government :  hence  it  came  that  divine  fervice  was 
irreverently  interrupted,  petitions  were  tumultuoully  given, 
and  much  of  his  revenue  detained  and  difputed.  "  Now, 
added  he,  I  put  great  difference  betwixt  reformation  and 
alteration  of  government ;  tho'  I  am  for  the  firft,  I  can- 
not give  way  to  the  latter.  I  will  not  fay  that  bifliops 
may  not  have  over-flretched  their  power,  or  encroached 
upon  the  temporal,  which,  if  you  find,  corred  and  re- 
form the  abufe  according  to  the  wifdom  of  former  times  ; 
and  fo  far  I  am  with  you :  nay  farther,  if  upon  ferious 
debate  you  fliall  fhew  me  that  bi(hops  have  fome  tem- 
poral authority  inconvenient  to  the  ftate,  and  not  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  church  for  the  fupport  of  epifcopacy,  I  fliall 
not  be  unwilling  to  perfuade  them  to  lay  it  down  *.  Yet 
by  this  you  muft  underftand,  that  I  cannot  confent  to 
the  taking  away  of  their  voice  in  parliament,  which  they 
have  antiently  enjoyed  under  fo  many  of  my  predeceflbrs, 
even  before  the  Conqueft,  and  ever  fince,  and  which  I 
conceive  I  am  bound  to  main^tain,  as  one  of  the  funda- 
mental inftitutions  of  this  kingdom." 

*  Rapin  obferves,  that  the  King  feemed  to  banter  the  Commons  in 
faying,  that  if  they  would  Ihew  him  the  bilhops  had  any  temporal  au- 
thority inconvenient  to  the  ftate,  he  ftiould  not  be  unwilling  to  defire 
them  to  lay  it  down ;  as  if  the  parliament  ought  to  have  expeded,  from 
the  pure  condefcenlion  of  the  bilhops,  the  reformation  of  an  authority 
prejudicial  to  the  ftate ;  a  maxim  dircfbly  contrary  to  the  principles  they 
then  aded  on.     Rapin^  vol.  XI.  p.  80,  ^  fe^. 
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All  the  partizans  of  the  church-faflion,  and  thofe  of 
monarchical  principles,  have  been  very  liberal  in  their 
commendations  of  this  fpeech,  and  in  their  cenfures  of 
the  parliament  for  not  feizing  the  opportunity  fo  gra- 
cioufly  offered  by  the  King,  of  effeding  a  thorough  re- 
conciliation of  parties,  of  piecing  up  the  machine  of 
government,  and  fuflering  it  to  run  on  quietly  on  its 
old  axis.  Such  are  the  fcntiments  of  thofe  who  hold  in 
veneration  the  regal  and  hierarchical  tyranny  that  fo 
long  prevailed  in  this  country.  To  the  fenfible  part  of 
both  houfes  of  parliament  furcly  it  muft  have  appeared 
highly  ridiculous  to  have  heard  the  King,  who,  by  his 
cxercife  of  the  power  he  foimd  the  crown  poilefled  of  at 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  had  fully  expofed  the  abufe  to 
which  it  was  liable  ;  who,  by  the  general  deteftation  his 
tyrannical  government  had  occafioned,  was  in  a  manner 
unkinged,  and  all  his  prerogatives  at  the  mercy  of  an 
able  popular  parliament ;  to  hear  him,  at  fuch  a  junc- 
ture, and  in  fuch  circumftances,  offer,  as  a  favour  to  his 
people,  to  concur  with  them  in  meafures  to  bring  things 
back  to  their  old  channel,  and  to  leave  him  in  a  fituation 
10  run  another  career  of  tyranny,  with  power  to  perfecute 
every  individual  who  had  entered  into  any  adive  meafure 
againft  the  malignancy  of  his  prerogative. 

Neither  houfe  of  parliament  took  any  notice  of  the 
King's  fpeech:  They  joined  in  a  remonilrance  which 
Ihewed  how  many  priefls  had  been  difcharged  within  a 
few  years  ;  that  the  pope  had  a  nuncio  or  agent  at  Rome 
refident  in  the  city  of  London ;  that  the  Papifts  as  pub- 
licly reforied  to  hear  mafs  at  the  queen's  palace  as  others 
did  to  attend  their  parifli-churches.     For  thefe  reafons, 
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they  infiftcd  on  the  neceflity  of  the  laws  being  put  into  Ann.  1640. 
execution  againft  Jefuits  and  feminary  priefts  ;  and  that 
one  Goodman,  a  prieft,  fhould  be  left  to  the  juftice  of 
the  law.     To  this  the  King  thought  fit  to  return  anfwer^ 
that  he  would  provide  againft  Jefuits  and  priefts,  by  fet- 
ting  forth,  with  all  fpeed,  a  proclamation  commanding 
them  to  depart  the  kingdom,  under  pain  of  being  pro- 
ceeded againft  according  to  law ;  that  as  to  lloffetti,  he 
had  no  commiffion  as  a  nuncio,  but  to  entertain  a  per- 
fonal  correfpondence  between  the  pope  and  the  queen : 
he  would  perfuade  her  to  remove  him,  fince  the  mifun- 
derftanding  of  his  condition  gave  offence  ;  that  he  would 
take  care  to  reftrain  his   fubjedls  from  rcforting  to  mafs 
at  Denmark-houfe,  St.  James's,  and  the  chapels  of  am- 
baffadors ;  for  Goodman  the  prieft,  he  had  reprieved  him, 
becaufe,  as  neither  queen  Elizabeth  nor  his  father  avowed 
that  any  priefts  were  executed  merely  for  religion  *,  it 
might  be  of  bad  confequence  to  his  fubjedts  and  the  Pro- 
teftants  abroad ;  but  he  remitted  that  particular  cafe  to 
both  houfes.     The  Commons  fent  an  order  to  all  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  of  Weftminfter,  London,  and  Middle- 
fex,  and  all  the  counties  in  England  and  Wales,  'enjoining 
them  to  command  the  churchwardens,  and  other  officers, 
to  prefent  the  names  of  the  feveral  Recufants  within  their 
pariflies,  that  they  might  be  proceeded  againft  according 
to  law,  notwithftanding  any  inftitution  or  reftraint. 

The   circular   letters   written   by  the  queen,   by  Sir 
Kenelm  Digby,  Mr.  Mountaguc,  and  the  body  of  Papifts 

*  If  the  law  was  a  bad  one  It  ought  to  have  been  repealed,  and  not 
always  difpenfed  with  by  the  authority  of  the  King. 
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A...  .640.  m  London,  were  laid  before  the  Commons  ;  and  Digby 
Mountague,  Sir  John  Winter,  and  Sir  Bafil  Brook,  were 
ftiiaiy  examined  concerning  the  difpofal  of  the  monies 
raifed,  and  the  authority  which  Con  and  Rofletti  had  from 
the  pope.     The  queen  fent  a  letter  to  the  Commons 
informing  them,  that  it  was  flie  who  had  written  ef- 
feftually  to  the  King  to  perfuade  him  to  call  a  parlia- 
ment ;  that  fince  flie  has  been  willing  to  do  all  good  of- 
fices  between  the  King  and  the  people,  Ihe  would  remove 
Rofletti  m  convenient  time ;  and  for  the  refort  complained 
of,  would   be  careful  not  to  exceed  that  which  was  con- 
venient and  neceflary  for  her  religion.     She  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  parliament  was  not  fatisfied  with   the 
manner  of  raifing  money  at  her  entreaty  from  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  that  flie  was  moved  thereunto  by  her  dear  and 
tender  regard  to  the  King :  if  it  was  illegal,  flie  was  ig- 
norant of  the  law,  but  promifed  hereafter  not  to  do  any 
thing  that  did  not  fland  with  the  eftabliflied  laws  of  the 
realm.     This  meflage  was  intended  to  conciliate  the  af- 
fedions  of  the  Commons ;  perhaps  there  was  a  mixture 
of  female  vanity  in  it :  but  furely  the  only  probable  ef- 
fedl  It  could  have  was  to  convince  the  Commons  of  the 
uxorioufnefs  of  their  monarch  ;  that  he  did  not  adV    on 
the  moft  important  occafions,  by  the  dilates  of  his  own 
judgment ;  but  was  entirely  fwayed  by  the  prevailing 
paHion  of  the  perfoh  to  whom  he  had  devoted  his  af- 
fcaion.     No  other  anfwer  was  returned  to  the  queen's 
letter,  but  that  the  Commons  gave  her  majefty  thanks 
for  her  gracious  expreflions. 

Some  time  after,  the  King  fliewed  to  the  upper  houfe  • 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  Goodman  the  prieft  j  where- 

ia 


in  he  defired  to  be  executed  rather  than  live  the  fubjeft  Ann.  1640. 
of  difcontent  between  the  King  and  people.  The  letter 
probably  had  the  efFedt  for  which  it  was  written,  and  ex- 
cited feelings  of  compaffion  in  the  parliament :  the  Com- 
mons dropt  the  purfuit,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  Good- 
man's execution.  The  profecution  of  other  kind  of  cri- 
minals took  up,  at  this  time,  the  attention  of  the  houfe. 
The  Commons  having  fecured  the  two  notorious  offenders, 
Strafford  and  Laud,  mortified  the  church,  and  put  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  affairs  of  the  kingdom  in  fome  train  of  refor- 
mation :  they  took  into  confideration  the  general  heads  of 
their  civil  grievances ;  they  cancelled  all  the  patents  which  Patents  for 

o  J  *  monopolies 

had  been  granted  for  monopolies^  as  contrary  to  exprels  canceiied.ana 
ftatutes ;  declared  every  one  concerned  in  them  delin-  c^nS.  ' 
quents  ;  and  expelled  all  their  members  who  were  mo- 
nopolifts  or  projedors.    On  the  grievance  of  monopolifts, 
Sir  John  Colepeper,  member  for  Kent,  made  to  the  houfe 
the  following  ludicrous  reprefentation ;  "  The  monopolifts  fo'jI^iV."*^' 
and  polers  of  the  people,  faid  he,  like  the  frogs  of  Egypt,  p-33.  *feq. 
have  gotten  poffeffion  of  our  dwellings ;  we  have  fcarce 
a  room  free  for  them  ;  they  fup  in  our  cup,  they  dip  in 
our  difh,  they  fit  by  our  fire ;  we  find  them  in  the  dye- 
fat,  wafli-bowl,  and  powdering-tub ;  they  (hare  with  the 
butler  in  his  box  j  they  have  marked  and  fealed  us  from 
head  to  foot.     Mr.  Speaker,  they  will  not  bate  us  a  pin ; 
we  may  not  buy  our  own  cloaths  without  their  brokage : 
thefe  are  the  leeches  that  have  fucked  the  commonwealth 
fo  hard  that  it  is  almoll  become  hedtical.    Some  of  them 
have  a  vizard  to  hide  the  brand  made  by  that  good  law 
in  the  lad  parliament  of  king  James ;  they  flieher  themr 
felves  under  the  name  of  a  corporation." 
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Arn.  1640,  To  fhew  the  privy-counfellors  what  the  Commons 
thought  of  their  paft  conduct  and  pretenfions,  one  Mr. 
Neville,  a  member  of  parliament,  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  for  reporting  to  the  council  what  had  been  fpoken 
in  the  houfe.  Sir  William  Saville  was  fent  for  as  a  de- 
linquent on  the  fame  account.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  coniideration  the  breaches  of  parlia- 
mentary privikge,  both  in  the  laft  parliament,  and  that 
of  the  third  of  this  reign,  and  efpecially  the  proceedings 
againll  Mr.  Hollis,  Sir  John  Elliot,  &c.  to  confider  what 
reparations  were  fit  to  be  granted  to  the  parties  grieved, 
and  of  fome  courfe  to  prevent  the  like  hereafter.  On 
Journals  of  the  qucftion,  it  was  refolved,  nullo  contradicente^  that  the 
vorn.°p.'46-  ^^^^^^  impofed  upon  the  fubjedt  for  the  providing  and 
ro"cy°d?.*^"  ^urnifliing  of  fhips,  commonly  called  fhip-money,  was 
ciared  illegal,  agaiuft  the  hw  of  the  realm,  and  the  fubjeds  right  of 
property,  contrary  to  foimer  refolutions  of  parliament, 
and  to  the  Petition  of  Right ;  that  the  extra-judicial  opi- 
nions of  the  judges  were  contrary  to  the  faid  laws  and 
refolutions,  and  likewife  all  the  writs  commonly  called 
fliip-writs  y  and  the  judgment  in  the  Exchequer  in  Mr. 
Hampden's  cafe,  both  in  matter  and  fubftance-  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  go  to  the  feveral  judges,  to  en- 
quire of  them,  in  what  manner,  and  by  whom,  they 
were  folicited  or  threatened  to  give  any  opinion  or  judg- 
ment concerning  fhip-money  *. 

*  A  committee  was  alfo  appointed  to  draw  up  a  charge  againfl  the 
lord  Finch,  and  the  reft  of  the  judges  in  this  bufinefs ;  to  enquire  alfo 
of  the  feveral  denials  of  Habeas  Corpus  and  prohibitions,  their  extra- 
judicial proceedings  and  opinions  concerning  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion, 
and  the  court  of  Admiralty,  their  denial  of  legal  and  ordinary  proceed- 
ings in  cafes  of  juftice,  and  binding  of  the  whole  kingdom  in  one  man's 
purucular  <:are.     Rufi'-joorth,  vol.  IV.  p.  89,  ^  feq. 

These 


These  votes  of  the  Commons  were  fent  up  to  the  Ann.  :64o. 

.        Nallon,  vol.1. 

Lords  by  Mr.  St.  John,  who,  in  a  very  elaborate  and  ju-  p.jos.&feq. 
dicious  difcourfe,  fet  forth  the  extreme  malignancy  of  the 
impofition  of  fliip-money,  determined  by  the  judges  in 
favour  of  the  crown.      "  The  mefTage   the  Commons 
have  entrufted  me  with,  faid  he,  is  of  fo  high  and  ge- 
neral a  concernment,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  king- 
dom, both  peers  and  people,  are  interefted  in  it.  •  It  is 
not  that  (hip-money  hath  been  levied  upon  us  ;   but 
it  is  that  whereby  fliip-money  is  claimed,  which  is  the 
gift  and  earneft  penny  of  all  we  have.     It  is  not  that 
our  perfons  have  been  imprifoned  for  payment  of  fhip- 
money  ;  but  that  oar  perfons  and  our  lives  are,  upon 
the  fame  ground  of  law,  delivered  up  to  will  and  plea- 
fure.      It  is  that  our  birth-right  is  loft,  and  that   there 
hath  been  an  endeavour  to  reduce  us  to  a  lower  ftate 
than  villainage.     The  Lord  might  tax  his  villain  de  haute 
^  de  baffe  ;   might  imprifon  him,  but  his  life  was   his 
own ;  the  law  fecured  him  that.     But,  my  lords,  as  the 
law  is  now  declared,  it  is  difputable  whether  it  does  fo 
much  for  us.     My  lords,  the  fubjed  of  this  mefTage  is 
to  prefent  the  fenfe  of  the  Commons  to  your  Lordfliips  : 
that  the  laws  of  the  realm  have  been  entrufted  into  fuch 
hands  as  have  endeavoured  to  force  upon  them  a  con- 
trary end  to  that  for  which  they  were  ordained  ;  of  de- 
fenfive  to  turn  them  into  ofFenlive  j  and  inftead  of  pro- 
tecting us,  to  make  them  the  inftrument  of  taking  from 
us  all  we  have."     Mr.  St.  John  produced  the  opinion  of 
the  judges  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money,  and  obferved  that 
they  were  enrolled  in  all  the  courts  of  Weftminfter,  in 
■perpetuam  ret    memorlam,      "  My    lords,    proceeded   he,    if 
their   opinion  extend  only  to  fhip-money,  his  majefty 
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Ann.  1640.    may  take  what  he  will,  and  when  he  wUl ;  but  (hip. 
money  is  not  the  whole  extent  of  them :  Ship-money  is 
due  becaufe  his  majefty  is  the  fole  judge  of  the  danger 
of  the  kingdom,  and  how  the  fame  is  to  be  prevented ; 
becaufe  his  majefty,  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom^ 
may,  at  his  will  and  pleafure,  charge  his  people.     Upon 
the  fame  reafon,  compulfion  may  be  ufed  for  maintaining 
armies,  caftles,  forts,  bulwarks;  it  may  be  multiplied 
ad  infnitum.     His  majefty,  in  cafe  of  refradlorinefs,  may 
compel  the  doing  of  this ;  he  is  the  fole  judge  of  the 
danger,  and  how  the  fame  is  to  be  prevented.     Whether 
perfonal  compulfion  may  extend  fo  far  as  life ;  whether 
the  words,  «  How  it  is  to  be  prevented,"  doth  not  leave 
the  matter  of  it  wholly  in  his  majefty's  breaft  ;  I  leave  to 
your  lordfhips  confideration."     Mr.  St.  John   obferved, 
that  the  fliip-writs  gave  authority  to  the  AeriiFs  of  each 
county  to  diftrain  and  imprifon,  and  that  the  judgment 
given   againft  Mr.  Hampden  was   a  plenary  execution 
of  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  and  of  the  fliip-writs,  and 
was  fo  binding  to  the  fubjed,  that  an  honourable  perfon 
was  denied  any  argument  or  debate,  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  that  it  had  been  adjudged  already  in  the  Exchequer! 
Mr.  St.  John  related  the  votes  of  the  Commons  on  thefe 
proceedings ;  votes  pafled  nullo  contradkenle,  on  the  confider- 
ation  of  the  tranfacflions  of  the  parliament  held  the  third 
of  Charles,  when  the  Petition  of  Right  was  framed.     He 
fliewed,  that  the  King's  levying  money  on  the  fubjeft  on 
any  pretence  was  in  this  parliament  condemned ;  even 
where  not  only  the  King's  honour,  but  the  fafety,  and  very 
exiftence  of  the  King  and  people,  and  of  the  true  religion 
abroad,  were  in  apparent  danger,  and  when  the  fupplies 
^ould  not  ftay  for  a  parliament  j  when  the  people  were 
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affured,  on  the  royal  word  of  a  king,  that  their  money  Ann.  1640. 
fliould  be  beftowed  on  thofe  public  fervices,  wherein  every 
one  of  them,  their  wives,  children,  and  poflerity,  had 
their  common  and  perfonal  intereft,  and  tliis  in  a  cafe 
where  only  binding  of  money  was  cxprefled  ;  but  it  be- 
came compulfory  by  the  inftru6lions  to  bind  over  to  the 
board  and  iraprifonment  for  refufal.  This  was  firft  re- 
folved  in  the  Commons  houfe  to  be  againft  law,  after- 
wards by  the  houfe  of  Peers,  confented  unto  by  his  ma-  . 
jcfty,  and  declared  fo  in  the  Petition  of  Right. 

After  Mr.  St.  John  had  thus  proved  the  illegality  of 
fliip-moncy,  he  proceeded  to  fliew  the  hcinoufnefs  of  the 
offence  the  judges  had  committed  in  giving  an  opinion 
againft  the  plain  dicfbates  of  the  law:  they  did  not  only 
break  their  own  oath,  but,  being  entruftcd  with  the  per- 
formance of  this  part  of  his  majefty's  oath,  were  guilty 
of  an  infamous  breach  of  truft,  and,  as  far  as  in  them 
lay,  blemiflied  the  facred  perfon  of  the  King  with  the 
hateful  fin  of  perjury.  Mr.  St.  John  produced  examples 
where,  baniihmenr,  death,  and  forfeiture  of  lands  and 
goods,  were  adjudged  the  punifhment  of  this  offence, 
even  when  the  trahfgreflion  was  not  fo  dangerous  to  the 
fubjedt  as  the  cafe  in  queftion.  Judgment  of  high-trca- 
fon  was,  in  a  parliament  of  the  eleventh  of  Richard  II, 
given  againft  judges  for  an  opinion  contrary  to  what 
had  been  ordained  by  a6t  of  parliament.  Violence  had 
been  offered  to  thefe  judges,  but  fear  and  cowardice  were 
not  thought  fufficient  pleas  ;  it  was  but  one  ad  ;  if  they 
had  been  put  to  it  a  fecond  time,  perhaps,  they  had  re- 
pented, for  two  of  them  the  next  day  declared  their  grief 
tor  what  they  had  done;  but  the  judges  now  in  queftion 

Vol.  n.  ^gg  proceeded 
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Ann.  1640.  proceeded  a  pfjjimo  ad  pejus  peffimo^  declared  their  opinion 
in  their  circuits  with  additions,  and  a  year  after  con- 
firmed them  by  an  indi(5tment  in  the  Exchequer.  Mr.  St. 
John  farther  obferved,  that  in  the  parliament  of  the  ele- 
venth of  Richard  IL  eighteen  perfons  of  eminent  rank 
were  condemned  of  high-treafon  for  adling  contrary  to 
what  had  been  ordained  by  parliament ;  that  of  the 
eighteen  eight  were  executed,  three  fled,  and  the  reft  were 
pardoned  the  forfeiture  of  their  lives,  but  baniflied. 

The  intereft  of  the  Lords  was  in  this  cafe  too  appa- 
rently concerned  to  need  the  force  of  ilimulating  argu- 
ments :  they  did  not  hefitate  to  vote  the  illegality  of 
Ihip-money,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Commons ;  and 
that,  nemirie  contradicente,  they  ordered  the  records  of  the 
Ruflivvorth,  extra-judicial  opinion  of  the  judges  to  be  erafed  out  of 
p.  194,  &feq.  all  the  courts  wherein  they  had  been  enrolled,  and  the 
jiidgment  in  Mr.  Hampden's  cafe  to  be  brought  into  their 
houfe,  and  cancelled  in  their  prefence.  They  likewife 
ordered,  that  a  copy  of  what  they  had  done  fliould  be 
delivered  to  the  judges,  to  be  publifhed  at  the  afTizes,  and 
that  an  ac^  of  parliament  (hould  be  prepared  concerning 
this  matter. 

No  one  was  more  liable  to  ccnfure  on  thefc  points, 
and  indeed  on  all  illegal  meafures,  than  the  lord-keeper 
Finch ;  all  his  promotions  had  been  owing  to  the  mcan- 
nefs,  corruption,  and  villainy  of  his  conducl :  He  it  was 
who  being  fpeakcr  in  Charles's  third  parliament  had" 
left  the  chair,  and  refufcd  to  obey  the  commands  of  the 
houfe;  he  it  was  who  had  declared  publicly,  that  whilft 
he  was  keeper  an  order  of  the  council  fliould  always 

8  with 


with  him  be  equivalent  to  a  law ;  he  it  was  who  by  Ana.  1640. 
perfuafions  and  menaces  had  procured  the  extra-judicial 
opinions  of  the  judges,  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money,  in 
foreft-afFairs  *  ^  in  all  opprellive  pradlices  he  had  been 
ever  the  moft  active  agent.  To  appeafe,  if  poflible,  the 
rifmg  anger  of  the  Commons,  which  increafed  as  thefe 
matters  were  fcrutinized,  Finch  defired  to  be  heard  at 
their  bar ;  this  was  an  unprecedented  thing,  and  it  could 
not  but  be  pleafing  to  the  patrons  of  Liberty  to  fee  one 
of  the  fatellites  of  the  crown,  who  had  long  infulted 
over  the  conftitution,  who  had  raifed  himfelf  to  an  en- 
vied eminence  by  trampling  on  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try, reduced  to  plead  before  that  democratical  aflembly, 
whofe  authority,  when  their  fervant,  he  had  rejected,  and 
10  whom  he  had  very  lately  dicStated.  The  keeper's  re- 
queft  was  granted  with  little  hefitation :  there  was  a 
chair  fet  to  make  ufe  of  if  he  pleafed,  and  he  was  of- 
fered leave  to  put  on  his  hat  j  he  waved  the  acceptance 
of  both  thefe  civilities,  laid  his  purfe  upon  a  ftool  placed 
for  the  purpofe,  and  continued  bare-headed  and  ftanding 
all  the  time  he  fpoke  to  the  houfe. 

He  pretended  to  juftify  his  condudl,  but  had  nothing 
ftronger  to  urge  than  that  he  was  not  the  author  and  ad- 
vifer  of  thofe  things  that  were  complained  of;  he  de- 
nied that  he  had  ufed  perfuafions  or  menaces  to  the 
judges  t ;  and  pretended,  that  in  his  own  opinion  on 
Ihip-money  he  had  followed  the  didiates  of  his  confcience, 

*  He  faid,  he  would  make  it  good  that  all  England  ftood  upon  fo- 
reft-laws,  except  three  counties.     Diurnal  OccurrenceSy  ^,  10, 

f  On  the  examinations  of  the  judges,  it  appeared,  that  fome  of  them 
had  been  folicited  and  threatened. 
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Aim.  1640.  and  thai  he  meant  it*  ihould  be  taken  in  cafes  of  appa- 
rent danger,  when  there  could  be  no  other  refource.  On 
the  foreil-buiinefs,  he  faid,  he  had  gone  by  records  of 
Edward  IV.  *  Unfatisfa<^ory  as  this  defence  of  Finch's 
was,  the  humble  manner  in  which  it  was  delivered,  with 
the  eloquence  of  the  pleader,  moved  the  houfe  to  fenti- 
menis  of  compaflion. 

Mr.  Rigby,  fearing  that  the  foftnefs  which  had  in- 
fedled  his  fellow  members  would  incite  them  to  drop 
the  intended  profecution,  honeflly  told  them,  that  their 
pity  was  foolifh,  and  their  mercy  cruel,  if  either  extended 
to  that  filver-tongued  fyren,  who  had  effeifled  fuch  mif- 
chief  to  the  kingdom,  who  had  recorded  his  injuftice  in 
every  court  in  Weflminiler.  "  Shall  we,  faid  he,  like 
little  children,  when  we  have  been  whipped  and  beaten, 
be  pleafed  again  with  fweetmeats  ;  when  we  have  been 
injured  and  abufed,  be  gained  again  with  fair  words  and 
compliments.  Some  birds,  in  the  fummer  of  parlia- 
ment, will  fing  fweetly  ;  but,  in  the  winter  of  perfecu- 
tion,  will  for  their  prey  ravenouQy  fly  at  all.  We  fee, 
by  the  folemn  appointments  of  our  courts  of  juftice, 
what  provifion  the  wifdoni  of  our  ahceflors  has  made 
for  the  prefervaiion  and  honour  of  juftice  ;  witnefs  our 

•  He  would  have  a£lcd  more  prudently  if  he  had  gone  by  the  (la- 
tute  of  27  and  28  Ed.  I.  In  Effex,  being  of  the  King's  counfcl,  he  pro- 
cured jurors  to  make  undue  returns,  and  ufed  threatenings  to  obtain 
a  verdidl  for  the  King.  People  were  fined  or  turned  out  of  eftates  they 
had  enjoyed  for  near  three  hundred  years,  for  pretended  encroachments 
on  the  foreft.  Afterwards,  having  been  promoted  to  be  chief-juftice 
•  of  the  King'S'Bcnch,  he  advifed  the  juftices  in  eyre  to  refufe  traverfe 
offered  hy  the  country,  and  all  evidence  but  what  Ihould  be  verbally 
delivered.     Rujkworthj  vol.  IV.  p.  137. 
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terms,  feflions,  and  aflizes ;  the  pomp  and  flate  of  the  Ann.  1640. 

judges  in  their  circuits  ;   by  the  flieriffs,  knights,  and 

juftices  attended,  for  the  lianging  of  a  poor  thief  for  the 

Healing  of  a  hog  or  fliecp  ;  in  feme  cafes  for  the  flcal- 

ing  of  a  penny  ;  and  very  juftly  too,  in  terrorem  ;  and  fhall 

not  fome  of  them  be  hanged  that  have  robbed  us  of  all 

our  property,   have  flieared  all  our  fhcep?"     Mr.  Rigby 

concluded  with  defiring  the  houfe,  not  to  be  fo  merciful 

to  thefe  wicked  inftruments,  as  to  be  mercilefs  to  the 

whole  kingdom.      The  good  fcnfe  of  the  Commons  could 

not  oppofc  the  di^lates  of  this  fcafonable  fpeech.     They 

voted  that  the  lord  Falkland  fhould  go  up  to  the  houfe 

of  Peers,  and  accufe  Finch  of  hieh-treafon,  in  that  he  had  Finch accufcA 

'  *^  '  of  high- 

endeavourcd  to  fubvcrt  the  fundamental  laws  and  govern-  treafor. 

ment  of  the  realm,  and,  inftead  thereof,  to  introduce  an 

arbitrary  and  tyrannical  government.      It  was  fo  late  in 

the  day  when  this  vote  pafled  that  the  Peers   had  rifen : 

the  impeachment  was  by  necefilty  deferred  -,  which  gave  Files  beyond 

the  criminal  time  to  efcape  beyond  fea. 


fea. 


Clarendon  accufcs  the  Commons  of  partiality  and 
defign  in  fufFering  thefe  two  guilty  minifters,  Winde* 
bank  and  Finch,  to  fly  the  avenging  arm  of  Juftice ;  and 
infinuates,  that  they  were  either  biailed  by  perfonal  fa- 
vour to  thefe  criminals,  or,  fearing  that  Sir  Henry  Vane 
would  be  found  involved  in  their  crimes,  were  glad 
to  get  rid  of  them.  Whatever  was  the  rcafon  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Commons,  whether  thefe  affigned  by  Cla- 
rendon, or  whether  they  feared  the  popular  tempeft  would 
be  too  foon  appealed,  and  the  people  become  fatiated 
with  blood  if  all  the  ftate  malefadtoi  s  were  brought  to» 
execution,  certain  it  is,  that  -if  they  had  been  defirous. 
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to  fecure  the  perfons  of  thefe  offenders,  they  would  have 
ufed  more  caution  and  expedition  in  their  proceedings 
againft  them.     Finch's  impeachment,  which  confifted  of 
ten  articles,  was,  notwithftanding  his  flight,  carried  up 
to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  enforced  by  lord  Falkland  • 
He  faid  that  Finch  had  committed  crimes  of  fupercrogal 
tion  ;   that   high-treafon  was   but  part  of  his  charge  • 
thefe  crimes  purfued  him  through  the  feveral  condition^ 
of  his  life,  as  a  f.lent  fpeaker.  an  unjuft  judge,  and  an 
unconfcionabie  keeper.     Falkland  obferved,   that   Finch 
had  endeavoured  to  lay  the  fubjedl  open  to  the  worft  of 
invafions,  that  of  want  and  poverty,  by  deftroying  Li- 
berty, that  proteftor  of  property  and  induftry  ;  that,  if 
he  had  fucceeded  in  making  himfelf  parliament-proof,  in 
this  wealthy  and  happy  kingdom,  there  could  have  been 
left  no  abundance,  but  of  grievances  and  difcontent,  and 
no  fatisfaftion  but  amongft  the  guilty.     "  His  crimes 
faid  he,  are  treafons  as  well  againft  the  King  as  kingdom- 
for  whatfocver  is  againft  the  whole,  is  undoubtedly  againft' 
the  head      They  take  from  his  majefty  the  ground  of  his' 
rule,  the  laws  ;  they  take  from  his  majefty  the  principal 
honour  of  his  rule,  the  ruling  over  free  men ;  they  en- 
deavoured to  take  from  his  majefty  the  principal  fupport 
p.  .39-        ?      '\  '"'^'  '''^  ^^''"'  ='"'*  afFeaions  of  thofe  over  whom 

fj";"„cls?^-  ^/  '"•"■  ^  ^"^'  ='"'1  '""'•"  ftrcngth  to  the  King  than  the 
ed.4t0.L0nd.  ica  IS  to  the  kingdom  *. 
4641,  p.  16. 

•  Lord  Falkland  was  the  firft  man  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  who 
n,oved  that  a  fcleft  committee  /hould  be  chofen  to  draw  Ta  char«  ' 
.  againft  Fmch :  "  If  he  ihall  be  found,  faid  he,  guilty  of  tampeZ 
w.th  judges  aga.nft  the  public  fecurity,  who  thought 'tamp  iTlitf 
^.tnefles  m  a  pnvate  caufe  dcferving  of  fo  great  a  fine;  if  he ^1*2 
found  to  have  ^one  before  the  reft  to  this  Judgment,  and  to  have  gon^ 

beyond 
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The  Commons  next  fent  up  an  accufation  againft  Sir  Ann.  164a- 
John  Brampftone,  lord  chief-juftice  of  the  King's-Bench,  accu/ed.^" 
Sir  Humphry  Davenport,  jullice  Berkley,  and  jufticc 
Crawley.  The  Lords  enforced  them  to  enter  into  recog- 
nizance of  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  piece  to  appear  and 
anfwer  before  the  parliament :  at  the  fame  time  they 
ordered,  that  judge  Berkley,  for  taking  infufficient  bail, 
fliould  pay  a  debt  of  five  hundred  pounds,  with  intereft, 
which  was  owing  to  a  citizen  by  the  lord  Weniworth. 
This  infamous  judge,  having  been  found  more  guilty 
than  his  brethren,  was,  on  a  ftric^er  examination  of  his 
conduct,  impeached  of  high  treafon,  and,  to  the  exalta- 
tion of  Liberty  and  Juftice,  and  the  confufion  of  evil  mi- 
nifters,  by  order  of  the  Peers,  taken  off  his  tribunal  in  judge  Berk- 

lev  ibnt  to 

the  court  of  King's-Bench,  and  carried   to  prifon.      Lord  prifon. 
Falkland  diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  very  warm  fpeech  ^"e-l!'''^'^' 
againft  the  judges. 

A  YOUNG  member,  whofe  name  is  not  recorded,  Rufhwortb, 
poured  forth  very  animated  fentiments  on  the  fame  fub-  p.  I30. 
jedl,  and  recommended  to  the  houfe  the  exercife  of  juftice 
rather  than  mercy.  He  obferved,  that  the  examples  of 
Empfon  and  Dudley  had  a  very  happy  efFedl  on  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  ;  that  to  pafs  by  the  guilty  was  equal  in- 
jufticc  as  to  pu nidi  the  innocent;  that  an  omiflion  of  that 
{iuty  v/ould  render  them  lliamed  in  hiftory,  and  curfed 
by  pofterity :  "  The  revenues  of  the  crown  fold  out-right, 

beyond  the  reft  in  this  judgment;  that  in  the  punlflimcnt  of  it  the  juf- 
tice of  this  houfo  may  not  deny  him  the  due  honour  to  precede  and 
exceed  the  reft." 

The  fine  lord  Falkland  alludes  to  was  the  fcDtence  Finch  gave  againft 
Williams.     Rcpitty  vol.  XL  p.  s^'- 

faid 
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Aniu  1640,  fiiul  lie,  will  fcarce  repay  the  lofles  of  this  fuffering  na- 
tion. It  is,  without  all  queftion,  in  poliqr  that  exemplary 
punifhmcnts  conduce  more  to  the  fafety  of  a  flate  than 
pecuniary  reparations.  The  civility  of  our  laws  tells  us, 
that  Kings  can  do  no  wrong,  but  the  flate  is  alone  fecure 
when  the  judges,  their  miniilers,  dare  do  none.  We  fee 
the  bad  efl'e(5t  of  their  bold  erroneous  opinions  :  what  was 
at  firll  but  corrupt  law,  is,  by  encouragement  taken  from 
their  impunity,  become  falfc  do<5trine.  The  people  are 
taught  in  pulpits  they  have  no  property;  kings  inltrudcd 
in  that  ruinous  principle,  that  all  is  theirs.  It  is  thence 
deduced  into  neceflary  llate-policy,  that  he  is  no  monarch 
who  is  bounded  by  any  law :  by  which  bad  confcquences 
the  bell  of  kings  hath  been,  by  the  infufion  of  fuch  poi- 
ibnous  pofitions,  diverted  from  the  fweet  inclinations  of 
his  own  natural  equity  and  juilice  ;  the  very  efTence  of  a 
king  taken  from  him,  which  is  prefervation  of  his  people. 
And  whereas  fi/us  populi  is  or  fhould  be  fuprer/ia  lex,  the 
power  of  undoing  us  is  marked  under  the  flyle  of  v/hat 
.  iaould  be  facred  royal  prerogative.  It  is  high  time  to 
make  examples  of  this  fubverted  law,  bad  counfel,  worfe 
doctrine.  Let  no  man  think  to  divert  us  from  the  pur- 
fuit  of  judice,  by  poifoning  the  clear  dreams  of  cur  affec- 
tion with  jealous  fears  of  his  majefty's  interruption,  if 
we  look  too  high  ;  fhall  we  doubt  his  juflice  becaufe  we 
have  need  of  great  judice  ?  We  may  be  confident  the 
King  well  knows  that  his  judice  is  the  bond  of  our  al- 
legiance, the  proof  of  his  Ibvereignty." 

m 

TfiE  whole  of  this  Ipeech,  which  is  long,  breathes  the 
fame  fpirited  indignation  againft  the  corruptions  and  cor- 
rupt miniders  of  the  times.     The  young  orator  began 
1  this 
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this  addrefs  to  the  aflembly  in  a  ftyle  too  peculiarly  mo-  A«a.  1640. 
ded  and  graceful  to  pafs  unnoticed ;  "  It  was  a  cudom, 
faid  he,  among  the  Romans  (who,  as  by  their  power  they 
once  gave  laws,  fo,  by  the  happy  fuccefs  of  their  long- 
flourifl:ing  government,  might  they  well  give  examples 
to  all  the  world)  that  in  their  fenates  the  younger  men 
fpake  fird,  partly  that  they  might  not  have  their  weaker 
notions  anticipated  by  the  more  knowing  fenators,  and 
partly  that  the  fenate  might  not  be  diverted  from  the 
mature  refolutions  of  the  more  ancient,  by  the  interpo- 
fition  of  the  younger  men ;  they,  as  all  free  dates,  ever 
allowing  free  members  to  exprefs  themfelves  according 
to  their  feveral  capacities  :  and  me  thinks  it  was  a  happy 
method ;  fo  the  opinions  and  inclinations  of  the  afTem- 
bly  being  difcovered,  and  ripened  to  refolutions  by  fuch 
gradations,  the  fentences  of  the  fages  founded  as  judg- 
ment, not  orations ;  their  wifdom  and  gravity  put  a  fea- 
fonable  period  to  perhaps  otherwife  endlefs  difcourfes. 
Their  precedent  encourages  me :  Children  can  point  out 
their  pain,  and  infant  graduates  in  parliament  may 
groan  out  the  grievances  of  a  difeafed  commonwealth ; 
but  they  muft  be  do6lors  in  the  art  of  government  that 
can  apply  apt  remedies  to  recover  it." 

During  the  late  tyrannical  adminidration,  very  illegal 
powers  had  been  exerted  by  the  lieutenants  and  deputy- 
lieutenants  of  counties  :  the  perfons  who  had  fo  adled  n^nitihCTiffs, 
were  declared  delinquents.    The  fheriflFs  who  had  afTeffed  ^X^^a''^''^ 
individuals  on  the  writs  for  (hip-money,  though  obliged  fl»ip-money, 

,  declared 

to  it  under  fevere  penalties,  mcurred  the  fame  cenfure.  criminal. 
This  may  be  thought  a  very  rigorous  procedure;  but  as 
the  King,  by  the  maxims  of  law,  could  do  no  wrong, 
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his  minifters  and  fervants,  of  whatfoever  degree,  were  by 
thofe  maxims  culpable,  in  cafe  of  any  violation  of  the 
conflitution.  Cowardice,  or  the  defire  of  fcreening  one^s 
perfon  or  fortune  from  damage,  ought  never  to  be  ad- 
muted  as  a  fufficient  excufe  for  crimes  of  that  high  na- 
ture :  on  thefe  principles,  all  the  farmers  and  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  who  had  been  employed  in  levying  tonnage 
and  poundage  were  declared  criminal.  They  were  glad 
10  compound  for  a  pardon  by  paying  a  fine  of  an  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  Every  arbitrary  fentence 
of  the  Star-chamber  and  High.commiffion  court  was  re- 
verfed  -,  whilft  all  thofe  who  had  any  hand  in  them  were 
ordered  to  make  reparation  to  the  parties  wronged  *    All 

*  Among  thofe  perfons,  whofc  loflcs  and  injuries  the  Commons  en- 
deavoured  to  repair     Leighton  was  given  fix  hundred  pounds,  and 
made  warden  of  Lambeth-houfe,  converted  into  a  place  of  confinement 
tor  the  (late  dehnquents.     Lilbourn,  Prynne,  Baftwick,  Burton,  and 
others,  were  not  only  reinftated  in  their  feveral  profeffions,  and  their 
fentences  revcrfed,  but  great  damages  were  decreed  them.     When  the 
three  laft  mentioned  fufFerers  Janded  in  England,  they  were  received 
with  the  higheft    demonftrations  of  afFedion,  attended  on  the  road 
by  a  great  confluence  of  people,  and  their  charges  borne  with  macrni. 
ftcence.     On  their  approach  to  any  town,    the  inhabitants  welcomed 
their  arnval  with  (houts  of  applaufe.     Several  miles  from  the  city  of 
London    they  were  met  by  the  zealots  of  their  party;   boughs  were 
carried  before  them,  the  roads  were  ftrewed  with  flowers,  and  the  air 
refounded  with  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  who  mingled  with  ex- 
preOions  of  joy  inveftives  againft  the  prelates  for  their  barbaroi^  cru- 
elty, exemplified  in  the  perfons  of  the  three  triumphers.     The  recen 
tion  of  thefe  men  fufficiently  marks  that  formidable  refentment  which 
the  pubhc  had  fo  juftly  entertained  againft  the  government.     Amon. 
other  fufferers.  Sir  Pierce  Crofbie  was  reinflated,  and  the  King  defired 
to  reftore  him  to  his  place  of  privy-counfcllor  in  Ireland.     Mr  Smart 
prebend  of  Durham,  was  reftored  to  his  prebendary,  and  the  dean  and 
chapter  was  ordered  to  prefent  him  to  the  vicarage  of  Aycliffe.     Nal!o„ 
vol  I.  p.  5,2.    i/^«.^,yol.I.p.26o.     MS,  Journal  of  the  Lords, 
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perfons  who  had  concurred  in  thefe  opprefllons,  were  Ann.  1640. 
voted  to  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  law. 


Thus  at  length,  by  the  genius  of  the  conftitution,  the 
wifdom  and  perfeverance  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
with  the  concurrence  of  other  favourable  accidents,  royal 
power,  which  had  almoft  reached  the  fummit  of  abfo- 
lute  fovereignty,  was  in  a  moment  cruflied,  and  the 
maxims  of  rigid  Law  and  Liberty  eftabliOied  throughout 
the  realm  j  and  this  without  any  violence  or  diforder. 
The  aweful  tribunal,  which  was  newly  erected  in  the 
land,  ftruck  the  guilty  with  difmay.  The  minifters  and 
tools  of  power,  finding  themfelves  involved  in  the  gene- 
ral determinations  of  the  Commons,  were  glad,  by  an 
inoflfenfive  conduct,  to  compound  for  paft  crimes.  And 
thus  the  dependants  of  the  court,  that  contemptible  yet 
noxious  tribe,  were,  by  the  fear  of  a  deferved  punifti- 
ment,  deterred  from  making  any  oppofition  to  the  new 
fyftem  of  government. 

To  the  honour  of  the  upper  houfe,  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  they  had  been  more  than  paflive  in  this  re- 
formation, as  if  they  were  defirous  of  fetting  an  example 
to  the  Commons  in  vindicating  the  honour  and  privilege 
of  parliament:  on  the  very  lirft  days  of  their  entering  on 
bufinefs,  a  motion  was  made,  that  whereas  two  lords 
of  that  high  and  honourable  court  had  had  their  fludies 
and  pockets  fearched  for  papers,  confideration  might  be 
had,  whether  it  was  not  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  efpe- 
cially  as  it  was  done  foon  after  the  diffolution,  and  within 
the  time  of  privilege  of  parliament.  On  the  relation 
that  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  the  lord  Brook  made  of 
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Ann.  1640.  this  matter,  the  houfe  committed  to  the  Fleet  Sir  William 
Beecher  clerk  of  the  privy-council,  and  font  a  mefTage  to 
the  Commons  to  defire  a  conference  with  them  on  the 
bufinefs,  before  they  proceeded  againfl  their  members 
the  fecretaries  Vane  and  Windebank,  by  whom  the  war- 
rants  for  fearching  the  two  peers  were  figned.  Bufinefs 
of  great  importance  crouding  upon  both  houfes,  the  af- 
fair was  dropped.  Befides  this  fpirited  exertion,  the 
Lords  ordered  two  books,  written  by  Dr.  Pocklington,  en- 
titled, Sunday  no  Sabbath,  and  Mare  Cbriftianum,  to  be 

^\lul.  ^^^^^  5  addreffed  the  King  on  the  reftraints  laid  on  the 
embarkation  of  the  fubjeAs  for  the  new  colonies ;  on  his 
having  altered  the  tenure  by  which  the  judges  held  their 
offices,  from  quaindiu  fe  bene  gejfrint  to  durante  bene  placito 
nofiro',  ordered  coat  and  con  dud- money  to  be  repaid  j 
made  the  petition  for  a  parliament,  prcfentcd  by  the  Lords 
at  York,  an  adl  of  their  houfe,  returned  them  thanks 
for  that  fervicej  and  feconded  every  popular  meafurc 
which  had  been  refolved  on  by  the  Commons  * 

-  The  parliament  having  thus  erecfled  their  jurifdicflion 
over  every  part  of  government,  and  repaired  the  damages 
and  loiTes  of  thofe  who  fuffered  under  the  late  tyranny, 
were  no  lefs  exemplary  in  their  gratitude  than  their  juf- 

•  With  thcfc  laudable  exertions  in  favour  of  public  liberty,  they 
were  guilty  of  an  unjuftifiable  aft  of  tyranny,  in  ordering  a  bailiff,  who 
arretted  a  fervant  of  one  of  the  members  of  their  houfe,  to  ride  to  the 
Old-Exchange,  iwith  his  face  to  the  horfe's  tail,  and  a  paper  on  his  head 
denoting  his  offence.  They  alfo  interefted  themfclvcs  much  on  the  tri- 
fling circuroftancc  of  anfwering  on  proteftation  of  their  honour,  in- 
ftcad  of  the  common  pradicc  of  anfwering  on  oath.  MS,  Journal  of 
th  Lords. 


ticc. 


CHARLES 


L 


421 


tice.  The  Scots,  from  whofe  commotions  the  nation  had  Ann.  1640. 
reaped  fuch  great  advantages,  were  treated  with  an  un- 
limited generofity:  their  commiffioners,  of  whom  the 
mod  confiderablc  were  the  earl  of  Rothes  and  the  lord 
Lowdon,  were  lodged  in  the  city,  and  entertained  there 
with  great  refped :  moft  of  the  city  magiftratcs,  being 
Prefbyterians,  held  an  intimate  corrcfpondencc  with  them. 
St.  Antholin's  church  was  affigned  for  their  devotions,  in 
which  they  openly  praftifed  the  Prefbyterian  form  of  wor- 
fhip:  fuch  was  the  propenfity  of  the  people  towards  a  no- 
velty from  which  they  had  been  fo  rigorouHy  reftrained 
during  ihc  late  power  of  the  hierarchy,  that  muhitudca 
of  all  ranks  crouded  to  thid  conventicle.  People  came 
early  in  the  morning,  and  kept  their  places  the  whole 
day;  whilft  others  who  were  excluded  clung  to  the  doors 
and  window*  to  catch  the  moft  diftant  fouiul  of  the  voice 
of  the  preachers,  who  were  heard  with  a*  much  ap- 
plaufe  as  if  thiy  had  been  endued  with  the  eloquence  of 
St.  Paul  ♦.  The  parliament  had  fignified  difguft  at  the 
King's  terming  the  Scots  rcbeh  •,  the  houfe  of  Commons 
had  called  one  of  their  own  members  to  the  bar  for  ufing 
the  fame  cxprclllon  ;  and  were  fo  far  from  finding  fault 
with  the  treaty  at  Rippon,  that  they  allotted  eighty  ihou- 
fand  pounds  a  month  for  the  fubfiaencc  of  the  two  ar- 
mies, and  voted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  as  a  fit 
proportion  for  the  friendly  alTiIlancc  and  relief  of  the 

•  Mr.  Ilumc  makes  tic  foHcxwing  remirk  on  this  cxtrav^iiKc. 
All  the  eloquence  of  padiamcnc,  now  well  reSncd  fro«n  pcdintry,  ani^ 
mated  with  the  fpirit  of  Libert>%  and  cmpk^-^d  in  fixK  impoctiai  in- 
tercfts,  were  not  attended  to  with  ^uch  inUtiibtc  4vwhty  a>  v^ere  thc*c 
Irfturcs,  ilclivcred  with  fKlicuIoo*  cane,  and  a  pcoviiKTal  Kcenc^  luU 
of  barbarir;^)  *«xi  of  igrioraixc.    Humis  Wfi.  vol  L  p.  »<>1. 

0  lode^ 


422 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


CHARLES        L 


Ann.  ,640.    lofles  and  neccffities  of  their  clear  brethren  of  Scotland  • 
Several  fubfidics,  with  a  poll-tax.  were  from  time  :o  time 
voted  to  anfwer  this  charge ;  and  as  large  fums  had  been 
advanced  by  individuals  on  the  faith  of  parliament,  they 
ordered  thefe  taxes  to  be  paid  to  commiffioners  appointed 
by  themfelves.  The  difpute  in  regard  to  tonnage  and  poun- 
dage  was  now  finally  determined  by  the  Commons:  in  the 
preamble  to  the  bill,  in  which  thry  granted  thefe  duties 
to  the  King,  they  afferted  in  the  moll  pofiiive  terms  their 
own  right  of  bettowing  them ;  and  to  diveft  the  crown  of 
the  power  to  increafe  thefe  impoGtions  at  pleafure    they 
gave  them  only  for  two  months,  and  afterwards  from 
time  to  time  renewed  their  grant  for  very  Ihort  periods  f. 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  it  had  been  enatfled 
that  parliaments  Ihould  be  held  once  every  year,  or  more 
frequently  if  necelTary :  in  former  times  this  had  been 
the  pradhce ;  but,  during  the  reign  of  the  Stewarts,  thefe 
allemblies  had  never  been  called  but  when  the  revenue 
was  unable  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  government.     To 

•  An  order  was  entered  for  calling  them  our  brethren  of  Scotland 
The  Scotch  mintfters  who  had  been  turned  out  of  their  livings  by  tlj 
covenanters  were  ordered  to  have  no  preferment,  either  in  England  or 
Ireland.     W/«/.  vol.  VII.  p.  , 80.     Rujlr.c„h,  .ol  IV.  p  f,! 

,„H  !,  I  """^  '*'*'  '^^  Commons  paffed  this  bdl  of  tonnage 

and  poundage  they  fent  a  meflage  to  the  King,  deHring  leave  to  "xa- 
m  ne  ,„to  h.s  mcome  and  expences.  that  they  might  take  mea/urrto 
fettle  a  competent  revenue  on  him.  mcawres  to 

Hume  obferves,  that  the  nature  of  commerce  began  now  to  be  un- 
t^^l"^: r^''"fT  8'"^"  "y  "^-^  ''""ft  of  Com°mons  to  the  com- 

itLl^     1    i         '  ^"'  ''""  '*'^  "'"  "P°"  'he  home  commodities 
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bring  the  conftitution  back  to  its  firft  principles,  to  crufh  a**"-  *^4o» 
the  wicked  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  and  prevent  any  far- 
ther attempt  to  reduce  England  lo  the  (late  of  France,  the 
Commons  pailcd  a  bill  for  triennial  parliaments.  It  was 
llrongly  enforced  by  the  lord  Digby  in  a  very  animated 
fpcech  :  "  If  this  bill  mifcarry,  faid  he,  I  fliall  have  left  f,f  i7"^' 
me  no  public  hopes,  and,  once  paflcd,  I  fliall  have  no  p-h^*^'*^^- 
public  fears.  I  fhall  be  bold  to  fay,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
an  accumulation  of  all  the  public  grievances,  fince 
Magna  Ghana,  one  upon  another,  unto  that  hour  in 
which  the  Petition  of  Right  palTed  into  an  acft  of  parlia- 
ment, would  not  amount  to  fo  oppreffive,  I  am  fure,  not 
to  fo  deftrudlive,  an  height  to  the  rights  and  properties 
of  the  fubjc(5t,  as  one  branch  of  our  enllaving  fince  the 
Petition  of  Right.  The  branch  I  mean  is  the  judgment 
concerning  fliip  money.  Let  him,  Mr.  Speaker,  who,  for 
the  unmatched  oppreflion  and  enthralling  of  free  fubjects, 
in  the  time  of  the  bed  King's  reign,  and  in  memory  of 
the  bed  laws  enabled  in  favour  of  Liberty,  can  find  a 
truer  caufe  than  the  ruptures  and  intermiilions  of  parlia- 
ments, let  him,  and  him  alone,  be  againft  the  fettling 
of  this  bill  for  the  frequent  holding  them.  Tis  true^ 
wicked  minifters  have  been  the  proximaie  caufe  of  our 
miferies,  but  the  want  of  parliaments  the  primary,  the 
cfTicient  caufe  ;  ill  minifters  have  made  ill  times,  but 
that  hath  made  ill  minifters.  Let  his  majefty  hear  our 
complaints  never  fo  patiently ;  let  him  purge  away  our 
grievances  never  fo  cfficacioufly  ;  let  him  puniili  and  dif- 
pel  ill  minifters  never  fo  exemplarily ;  let  him  make 
choice  of  good  ones  ever  fo  exadlly  ;  if  there  be  not  a 
way  fettled  to  preferve  and  keep  them  good,  the  mifchiefs 
and  they  will  grow  again,  like  Saropfoa's  locks,  and  pull 
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down  the  houfc  upon  our  heads;  believe  it,  Mr.  Speaker, 
they  will.  It  hath  been  a  maxim  among  the  wifeft  Ic- 
giflators,  that  whofoever  means  to  fettle  good  laws  muft 
proceed  in  them  with  a  finifter  opinion  of  all  mankind, 
and  fuppofe  that  whofoever  is  not  wicked,  it  is  for  want 
only  of  opportunity  ;  it  is  that  opportunity,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  we  muft  take  away ;  which  can  never  be  done  but 
by  the  frequency  of  parliaments.  No  ftate  can  wifely  be 
confident  of  any  public  minifter  continuing  good  longer 
than  the  rod  is  over  him.  Let  me  appeal  to  all  thofe 
who  were  prcfent  in  this  houfe  at  the  agitation  of  the 
Petition  of  Right :  of  whofe  promotion  to  the  manage- 
ment  of  aflFairs  do  they  think  the  generality  would,  at 
that  time,  have  had  better  hopes  than  of  Mr.  Noy  and 
Sir  Thomas  Wentworth?  in  that  bufinefs,  moft  keen  and 
adive  patriots  ;  the  latter  of  them  (to  the  eternal  aggra- 
vation of  his  infamous  treachery  to  the  commonwealth 
be  it  fpoken)  the  firft  mover  and  infifter  to  have  this 
claufe  added  to  the  Petition  of  Right,  "  That  for  the 
comfort  and  fafety  of  his  fubjcds,  his  majefly  would  be 
pleafed  to  declare  his  will  and  pleafurc,  that  all  his  mi- 
nifters  (hould  ferve  him  according  to  the  laws  and  fta- 
tutes  of  the  realm :"  and  yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  whom 
now  can  all  the  inundations  upon  our  Liberties  and  Pro- 
perties, under  pretence  of  law,  be  attributed,  more  than 
to  Noy  ?  and  can  thofe,  and  all  other  mifchiefs  whereby 
this  monarchy  hath  been  brought  almoft  to  the  brink 
of  deftru<ftion,  be  attributed  fo  much  to  any,  as  to  that 
grand  apoftate  to  the  commonwealth,  the  now  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  ?  The  firft  I  hope  God  hath  forgiven  in  the 
other  world  ;  and  the  latter  muft  not  hope  to  be  par- 
doned in  this,  till  he  be  difpatcbed  to  the  other.     Let 
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every  man  confider  thofe  men  as  once  they  were  ;  the  Ann.  16^9. 
excellent  law,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fubje(51:,  enaded 
immediately  before  their  coming  to  employment ;  the 
goodnefs  and  virtue  of  the  King  they  ferved  ;  and  yet 
the  high  and  public  oppreflions  which,  in  his  time,  they 
have  wrought  j  and  furely  there  is  none  but  will  conclude 
with  me,  that  as  the  deficiency  of  parliaments  has  been 
the  caufa  caufarum  of  all  the  mifchiefs  of  the  prefent  times, 
fo  the  frequency  of  them  is  the  fole  catholic  antidote 
that  can  preferve  and  fecure  the  future  from  the  like  dan- 
ger. Let  no  man  object  any  derogation  from  the  King's 
prerogative  by  it:  His  honour,  hjjj  power,  will  be  as 
confpicuous  in  commanding  that  a  parliament  ihall  af- 
fcmblc  every  third  year,  as  in  commanding  a  parliament 
to  be  called  this  or  that  year  -,  there  is  more  of  majcfty 
in  ordaining  primary  and  univcrfal  caufes,  than  in  the 
aftuating  fubordinaie  clfeds.  I  doubt  not  but  that  glo- 
rious king  Edward  111.  when  he  made  thofe  laws  for  the 
yearly  calling  of  parliaments,  did  it  with  a  right  fcnfc 
of  his  dignity  and  honour.  The  truth  is,  the  Kings  of 
England  arc  never  in  their  majcftic  fovcreignty  but  in 
parliaments  :  Where  is  ihe  power  of  impofing  taics  ? 
where  is  the  |X)wcr  of  rcftoring  from  incapacities  i  whcft 
is  the  legiflative  authority  *  marry,  in  t!>c  King,  Mr. 
Speaker:  but  how?  in  tin:  King  circled  in  and  invextuatcd 
by  his  parliament.  The  King,  out  of  parUamcnt,  hath 
a  limttcdy  a  ciix:umfaibcd  authority  ;  but,  waited  on  by 
his  parliament,  no  monarch  in  the  Kaft  i$  fo  abfolute  in 
difpclling  gric%'anccs.  In  chafing  ill  miniftcrs,  we  do 
but  diQipatc  clouds  that  may  gather  again,  but  in  voting 
this  bill,  we  (hall  perpetuate  our  fun,  our  fovcreign,  in 
his  vertical,  his  noon-<Iay  luftrc" 
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Ann.  1640.  The  bill  found  a  ready  pafTage  through  the  upper 
niai  pariia-  houfc ;  aud  was  at  length,  after  fome  hefitation,  pafled 
"^^"'''  by  the  King,  to  the  great  and  univerfal  joy  of  the  pub- 
lic. It  was  entitled,  "  An  A<ft  for  preventing  Inconve- 
niencies  happening  by  the  long  Incermiflion  of  Parlia- 
ments," and  bound  the  chancellor,  under  fevere  penal- 
ties, to  iflue  out  writs  by  the  third  of  September  in  every 
year:  if  the  chancellor  failed  in  his  duty,  any  twelve 
or  more  of  the  Peers  to  exert  this  authority :  in  default 
of  the  Peers,  the  fherifFs,  and  other  proper  officers,  were 
to  fummon  the  voters  ;  and,  in  their  default,  the  voters^ 
were  to  meet,  and  proceed  to  the  eledbion  of  members, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  writs  had  been  regularly  iffued 
from  the  crown ;  nor  could  the  parliament,  after  it  was 
aflembled,  be  adjourned,  prorogued,  or  diflblved,  with- 
out their  own  confent,  during  the  fpace  of  fifty  days. 

Besides  thefe  conceflions,  made  to  calm  the  rage  of 
the  people,  Charles  thought  of  weakening  the  popular 
party  by  bellowing  gratifications  on  their  leaders.  By 
the  advice  of  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  a  change  of  mi- 
nifters  was  refolved  on :  the  earls  of  Hertford,  Bedford, 
Eflex,  Briftol,  Warwick,  with  the  lords  Say,  Saville, 
and  Kimbohon,  were  fworn  privy-counfellors.  Juxon 
bifliop  of  London,  a  creature  of  Laud,  who  had  fcconded 
all  the  arbitrary  motions  of  his  patron,  both  in  the  Star- 
chamber  and  High- com miffion  court,  defirous  to  fcreen 
himielf  from  particular  cenfure,  folicited  leave  to  refign 
the  treafurer*s  fiaff:  the  earl  of  Bedford,  a  popular 
leader  of  great  authority,  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  *  j 

•  The  earl  of  Bedford  dying  before  he  took  poflcflion  of  the  office, 
it  was  committed  to  five  commiflioncrs.     Mafs  Hift,  p.  1 19. 

Hollis 
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Hollis  was  to  be  made  fecrctary  of  flate  in  the  place  of  Ahil  1640. 
Windebank  ;    St.  John  folicitor-general  in  the  place  of 
Herbert,  who  was  made  attorney -general  in  the  room  of 
Banks,  promoted  to  the  Common-Pleas  ;  Pym  was  to  be 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  place  of  the  lord  Cot- 
tingtpn,  an  obnoxious  minifter,  and  a  fufpedlcd  Papift  j 
who,  to  efcape  profecution,  had  refigned  both  that  and 
the  office  of  matter  of  the  Wards  ;  the  lord  Say  was  to 
be  gratified  with  this  poft ;  the  earl  of  Eflex  was  to  be 
made  governor,  and  Hampden  tutor,  to  the  prince.    The 
uncorruptible  virtue  that  was  found  in  thefe  men  put  a 
flop  to  mod  of  the  intended  promotions :  St.  John,  who 
was  appointed  folicitor-general,  oppofed  the  court  with 
the  fame  vigor  and  firmnefs  as  before  ;  and  thofe  who 
were  newly  admitted  of  the  privy-council,  inftead  of  vin- 
dicating the  ufurped  power  of  that  board,  and  drawing 
jurifdiaion  to  themfelves,  gave  the  King  on  all  occafions 
this  honeft  advice,  that  he  ought  to  be  direded  on  every 
important  point  by  his  great  council  the  parliament. 

Charles,  finding  that  inftead  of  acquiring  partizans 
he  (hould  be  furrounded  by  troublefome  monitors,  if 
the  intended  change  took  place,  let  the  defign  drop.  It 
is  thought  that  the  leaders  became  more  perfonally  exaf- 
pcrated  againft  him  from  this  difappointment ;  but  there 
are  no  grounds  for  this  fuppofition,  fince  Eflex,  who  was 
gratified  with  the  place  of  chamberlain  in  the  room  of 
Pembroke  *,  continued  as  firm  as  the  reft  to  his  princi- 
ples and  party. 

•   Pembroke  was  turned  out  for  uniting  himfclf  to  the  popular 
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Some  time  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  States- 
General  had  fent  a  fplendid  embafly  to  Charles,  to  pro- 
pofe  fuch  a  league  as  fliould  be  found  conducive  to  the 
interefl  of  both  nations :  at  the  fame  time,  the  young 
prince  of  Orange  demanded  the  princefs  Mary  in  mar- 
riage. Charles  readily  agreed  to  propofitioris  fo  favour- 
ably prefented  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  his  people  :  He 
had  the  complaifance  to  impart  at  this  time  the  propofal 
to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  afk  their  advice  on  it.  The 
Peers  teftified  their  full  approbation,  and  the  marriage 
was  concluded,  to  the  general  fatisfaftion  of  the  public. 
The  princefs  at  this  time  was  not  above  twelve  years  of 
age. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  reformation  in  the 
King's  coildua,  he  cotild  not  obtain  the  confidence  of 
the  public:  His  character  Was  totally  deficient  in  the  qua- 
lities of  honour  and  integrity ;  his  word  had  been  often 
broken,  or  meanly  evaded ;  and  in  all  tranfailions  with 
his  people  he  had  attempted  deceit.  The  conceffions  he 
had  lately  made  were  known  to  be  oppofite  to  his  prin- 
ciples, his  judgment,  and  his  inclinations,  and  confidered 
as  the  effea  of  his  neceffitous  circumflances.  The  par- 
liament  was  determined  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  thofe 
neceiSties. 

STRArroFCii's  impeachment  had  been  all  this  time  pre- 
paring, and  was  now  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords  : 
it  confided  of  twenty-eight  articles,  and  regarded  his  con- 
dua:  as  prefident  of  the  council  of  York,  as  governor  of 
Ireland,  as  counfellor  and  commander  in  England.  The 
articles  in  regard  to  Ireland  related  to  arbitrary  a^s  of 
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jurifdicftion,  governing  by  martial  law,  billeting  foldiers,  Ano.  1641. 
enforcing  obedience  to  arbitrary  decrees  by  military 
power,  deciding  caufes  before  the  council  which  ought 
to  have  been  decided  in  the  courts  of  law  *,  iflfuing  pro- 
clamations, and  punifliing  their  infra(5tion,  enforcing  ar- 
bitrary oaths  t,  fetting  arbitrary  impofitions  upon  mer- 
chandizJe,  granting  exclufive  licences  for  importing  pipe- 
ftaves,  making  monopolies  of  tobacco  and  other  commo- 

*  Among  other  cafes  of  this  fort,  he  was  charged  with  having  caufed 
an  order  of  the  council  to  be  entered  againft  the  lady  Hibbots,  by 
which  (he  was  obhged  to  relinquifli  an  eftate  which  was  conveyed  to  Sir 
Robert  Meredith  for  the  ufe  of  Strafford.  On  the  lady's  hefitating  to 
perform  the  order,  Strafford  faid,  «  If  you  do  not  perform  it  by  i'uch 
a  day,  I  will  fend  you  to  the  Caftle,  and  there  you  (hall  lie  a  month, 
at  the  end  of  which  you  fliall  be  brought  to  the  board,  and  have  five 
hundred  pounds  laid  on  your  head  ;  at  another  month's  end  a  thoufand 
more,  and  you  fhall  go  back  to  the  Caftle  again  ;  and  after  that,  a  third 
month's  imprifonmenr,  and  your  fine  incrcafed.  Your  eftate,  I  know, 
is  very  great,  and  if  it  were  ten  times  bigger  I  will  make  it  crack." 
Rujlnvorih^  vol.  VIII.  p.  221,  227. 

f  The  oath  impofed  on  the  Scots  was  ufhered  in  with  the  fpecious 
introdudlion  of  a  petition  from  fome  of  the  individuals  of  that  nation^ 
that  they  might,  by  fuch  a  teftimony  of  their  allegiance,  purge  them- 
felves  from  the  imputation  of  difaffc6tion,  which  they  might  otherwife 
incur  from  the  trcafunable  condu(5t  of  their  countrymen  the  covenant- 
ers. The  procuring  fuch  a  petition  Strafford  propofed  at  the  Irifti  coim- 
cil-table;  and  the  men  of  fortune  of  the  Scotch  nation  were  fent  for 
immediately  to  Dublin.  On  Strafford's  telHng  them,  that  it  was  ex- 
peded  they  fhould  do  fomethingito  vindicate  themfelves  from  any  af- 
perfions  that  might  be  flung  on  them,  the  biftiop  of  Downe  and  Raffo 
propofed  the  petitioning  that  they  might  join  in  aa  oath.  Sir  James 
Montgomery  making  fome  objections  to  the  flavifti  conclufions  in  the 
oath,  "strafford  anfwered,  "  Sir  James,  you  may  petition,  or  not,  as 
you  will  i  but  if  you  do  not,  or  who  doth  not,  (hall  do  worfe."  The 
feiftiop  of  Raffo  drew  the  oath,  and  the  bifhop  of  Downc  complained 
that  it  was  too  cold  and  mean.     Kujbworthy  vol.  VIII. 
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Ann.  1641,  dities,  and  exercifing  cruelties  on  thofe  who  difputed  thefc 
points.  He  was  charged  with  obtaining  from  the  King, 
that  no  complaint  of  injuftice  done  in  Ireland  fhould  be 
received  in  England,  unlefs  the  party  had  firft  made  their 
application  to  him;  and  that,  to  prevent  any  moleftation 
in  his  tyrannical  courfe,  he  put  out  a  proclamation,  for- 
bidding any  to  depart  the  realm  without  licence  from 
himfelf  *:  he  was  charged  with  raifing  to  his  own  ufe 
an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year  by  fuch  adts  of  op- 
preffion  f .  He  was  charged  with  giving  power  to  the 
bifhop  of  Downe  and  Connor,  by  a  general  warrant  un- 
<ler  his  own  hand,  to  attach  and  arreft  the  bodies  of  all 
fuch  of  the  meaner  fort,  who,  after  citation,  fliould  either 
refufe  to  appear,  or  appearing  fliould  omit  to  fulfil,  or 
undergo  the  decrees  given  againft  them  f.  He  was  ac- 
cufed  of  reftoring  many  Popifli  religious  houfes,  of  raif- 
ing an  army  of  Papifls,  whom  he  paid  pundually,  and 
admitted  to  exercife  their  religion,  whilft  the  Proteftant 
foldiers  were  unpaid.  Thefe  were  the  fubflance  of  the 
ajticles  that  related  to  Ireland. 


♦  The  committees  from  the  Irifli  parliament  could  not  obtain  leave 
to  come  over  to  England,  till,  by  the  dcfire  of  the  EngliQi  parliament, 
Che  rcftraint  whkh  Strafford  had  laid  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  king- 
dom was  taken  off,  and  a  free  communication  opened  between  the  two 
nations.     RuJhworJb,  vol.  VIII.  p.  469. 

t  After  Strafford  was  impeached,  the  Irifh  houfe  of  Commons  feized 
the  books  and  accounts  of  the  farmft-s  of  tobacco,  of  which  the  carl 
of  Strafford  was  chief,  difcharged  their  officers  and  coUedors,  ordered 
the  keepers  of  ttieir  magazines  to  give  a  detail  of  the  debts  owing,  and 
confifcated  the  whole,  to  the  lord  Strafford's  damage  above  eight/'thou- 
fand  pounds.     Cartes  Ufe  of  Ormonde  vol.  I.  p.  127. 

X  This  commiffjon  was  executed  with  the  additional  cruelty  of  wound- 
ing, beating,  and  imprifonment.    Rujhworth,  vol.  VIII.  p.  238. 
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The  crimes  that  he  was  charged  with  as  prefident  of  Ann.  i64;». 
the  council  of  York,  and  counfellor,  were,  That  he,  be- 
ing made  prefident  of  the  King's  council  in  the  Northern 
parts,  had  put  into   execution  inilru^lions   againft  law, 
which  never  had  been  pradtifed  by  other  prefidents,  exer- 
cifcd  an  exorbitant  and  illegal  power  over  his  majefty's 
fubjedls  in  ^hofe  parts,  and  fined  and  imprifoned  many  to* 
their  ruiii;  and  that  he  might  exercife  this  unjuft  power 
with  the  greater  licence,  did  procure  farther  directions,  by 
which  he  was  invefted  with  a  more  oppreffive  and  unlaw- 
ful authority  than  any  of  his  predecefTors.     He  was  ac- 
cufed  of  faying  publicly  at  the  affizcs  held  for  the  county 
of  York,  that  the  King's  little  finger  fliould  be  heavier 
than  the  loins  of  the  law  *.     The  twentieth  and  twenty- 
firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth,  articles  of  his 
impeachment  related  to  his  conduCl  in  the  capacity  of 
counfellor :  That  he  had  incenfed  the  King  againft  the 
Scots,  advifed  him  to  an  offenfive  war,  and  againft  an  ac- 
commodation ;  that  he  had  told  the  King,  if  the  parlia- 
ment did  not  anfwer  his  expe^iation,  he  would  ferve  him 
in  another  way.     He  was  accufed  of  raifing  an  army  in 
Ireland  of  eight  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  horfe;; 
of  publicly  declaring  in  England,  that  liis  majefty  fliould^ 
try  firft  the  parliament  here,  and  if  that  did  not  fupply 
him  according  to  his  occafions,  he  might  ufe  his  prero- 
gative as  he  pleafed,  to  levy  what  he  needed  ;  he  fliould*. 
be  acquitted  both  by  God  and  man  if  he  fupplied  him- 

♦  It  was  on  the  occafion  of  his  laying  a  command  on  Sir  David  Fow- 
IVs  to  repair  a  bridge :  Sir  David  told  him,  he  could  not  do  it  by  law. 
On  this  Strafford  replied,  "  Sir,  fome  are  all  for  law  and  lawyers ;  but 
you  fhall  know  that  the  King's  little  finger  is  heavier  than  the  loins  of. 
the  law."     Kujhworlh^  vol. VIII.  p.  7,1 2. 
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A.n.  .64..  felf,  though  againft  the  will  of  his  fubjeds .-  that  he  had 
advifed  the  King  to  diflblve  the  laft  parliaiTicnt,  and  told 
hitn,  that  having  tried  the  affedions  of  his  people    he 
was  abfolved  from  all  rule  of  government,  and  might  do 
what  power  would  admit ;  that  he  had  an  army  in  Ireland 
that  he  might  employ  to  reduce  this  kingdom  to  obe- 
dience.    He  was  alfo  accufed  of  advifing  the  rigorous  le 
vymg  of  fhip-money ;  of  telling  the  aldermen  of  London 
that  they  deferved  to  be  put  to  fine  and  ranfom,  and 
that  no  good  would  be  done  with  them  till  an  example 
was  made  of  them,  and  that  they  were  laid  up  by  the 
heels,  and  fome  of  them  hanged.     The  twenty-fixth  ar- 
ncle  charges  him  with  having  counfelled  the  King  to 
feize  the  bullion  and  the  money  in  the  Mint*  and  to  de- 
bafe  the  coin,  by  mixing  it  with  brafs  ;  and  that  on  the 
officers  of  the  Mint  giving  him  reafons  againft  debafin- 
the  money,  he  told  them,  that  the  French  king  did  ufe  to 
fend  commiflaries  of  horfe  with  commiffion  to  examine 
mens  property,  that  they  might  know  what  to  levy  on 
them ;  and  that  he  turned  to  the  lord  Cottington,  and  faid 
It  was  a  point  worthy  his  lordfhip's  confideration. 

•    '^u"^"'.!'  ^''^'■^^'^  ^^'"^   ^'"^  ^'  a  commander 
in  the  Enghfli  army  were,  the  levying  by  force,  in  the 

late  Northern  expedition,  eight-pence  f  a-day  from  each 

•  On  feizing  the  money  in  the  Mint,  Strafford  faid,  that  the  mer 
chants  ought  to  bear  the  damage;  though  they  thought  it  a  ftran/J 
bufinefs  here,  yet  beyond  fea  it  was  not  thou-ht  fo  •  if  thev  fi,^^! 
am,fs  they  might  thank  themfelves ;  they  wereCS  i t /Pp  the 
rebels  than  to  g.ve  his  majefty  his  due :  fourteen  thoufandCndKv 
owed  for  fh.p-money.    Rujiworth,  vol  Vlll  ""  Pounds  they 

fJJ^''  '■''  "''  '""'"''  ''y  '""'"'7  f°f"-     Warrants  were  given  tou 
for  paying  ,t.  on  pam  of  ^death.     Strafford  pretended,  that  hf  aled  in 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York  that  were  pof-  Ann.  1641. 
fefTed  of  property  ;  with  having  loll  Newcaftle  by  neg- 
lect ;  and  with  being  the  caufc  of  the  defeat  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  at  Newburn,  by  peremptorily  commanding  the  lord 
Conway  to  fight  the  Scots,  though  Conway  had  repre- 
fented  them  to  be  much  fuperior  to  the  troops  under  his 
command.  The  Commons  had  applied  to  the  King, 
that  he  would  allow  their  committee  to  examine  privy- 
counfellors  with  regard  to  opinions  delivered  at  the  board: 
This  the  King  was  perfuaded  to  aflent  to,  left  the  denial 
Ihould  occafion  very  black  fufpicions  *,  but  the  con* 
ceflion  had  an  effed  he  did  not  forefee  :  It  flruck  an  awe 
on  the  licentious  debates  of  that  board,  where  every 
member,  without  fear  of  enquiry  and  puniflimcnt,  ufed 
freely  to  propofe  illegal  and  treafonable  expedients  for 
the  fupporting  the  tyranny  of  the  crown. 

Strafford  having,  with  his  power,  loft  his  influ- 
ence over  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  that  afTembly  at  this 
period  exerted  a  freedom  of  debate,  and  a  vigour  of 
a(5lion,  which  they  had  never  pra6lifed ;  Each  houfc  fcnt 
over  into  England  a  committee  to  aflift  in  the  profccution 
of  their  governor  f  ;  put  a  ftop  to  the  manner  of  levying 
fubfidies,  which  had  been  forced  upon  them  by  Straf- 

this  afFdir  with  the  confent  of  tlie  council  of  Peers :  The  truth  of  this 
afiertion  thofe  lords  denied  by  a  folemn  proteftation  in  parliament. 
Rujbworth,  vol  Vlll.  p.  37,  (j^fij.   616. 

♦  The  Lords  had  given  leave,  that  the  membtrs  of  their  Houfc 
fhould  be  examined  upon  onth. 

f  Not  one  individual  of  the  Irifh  clergy  had  fpirit  enough  to  exhibit 
a  complaint  again fl  him  for  the  arbitrary  manner  in  which  he  enforced 
the  Englifli  canons  on  their  church  :  So  that  black  part  of  his  condud 
was  not  in  his  charge. 

Vol.  IL  K  k  k  ford  ; 
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Ann.  164!.  fore!  * ;  and  carried  up  impeachments  againil  Sir  Richard 
Bohon  their  prefent  chancellor,  Sir  Gerard  Lowthcr  their 
chief-jullicc,  and  Bramhall  bifliop  of  Derry,  all  of  them 
the  creatures  of  the  heutenant's  promoting,  and  the  tools 
of  his  tyranny  f. 

Westminster-Hall  was  pitched  on  by  the  parlia- 
ment for  Strafford's  trial :  Scallblds  were  crcded,  where 
both  houfcs  fat ;  the  Lords  as  the  judges,  and  the  Com- 
mons as  the  accufers  J.  The  earl  of  Arundel,  in  the  ab- 
fcnceof  the  lord-keeper  Littleton,  who  was  fick  §,  was  ap- 

*  This  tax,  according  to  die  manner  of  levying  it,  dilated  by  Straf. 
ford,  was  fo  heavy,  that  the  earl  of  Cork  in  one  year  paid  thirty-fix 
hundred  pounds  for  his  own  fhare.  The  Irifli  Commons  houfe  hav- 
ing made  an  order  for  the  manner  of  levying  fubfidies  in  future,  Charles, 
in  imitation  of  the  behaviour  of  king  James  to  the  Engliih  parliament,' 
commanded  the  order  to  be  torn  out  of  their  Journals.  He  afterwards 
thought  fit  to  give  way  to  reftoring  the  order,  and  agreed  that  the  fubfi- 
dies ihould  be  afTelTed  in  the  manner  infilled  on  by  the  Commons. 
Carte's  Life  of  Ormond,  vol.  I.  p.  100,   107,  118. 

t  All  the  articles  of  grievances  debated  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
were  oppofed  by  the  whole  bench  of  bilhops  there.  The  bilhop  of 
Meath  moved,  that  as  all  the  lords  fpiritual  were  againft  the  grievances, 
the  naminrr  them  in  their  order  might  be  fpared.  Carte sUfc  cfOnmni 
vol.  I.  p.  12  r. 

X  The  Commons  fat  bare-headed,  whilft  the  lords  were  covered. 
This  the  Commons  condefcended  to  for  the  following  reafon  :  Becaufe 
they  fat  as  a  committee  only  of  the  Commons  houfe,  whilfi:  the  Lords 
leprefentcd  their  whole  houfe.  The  Commons  declared,  they  might 
come  as  a  houfe  if  they  pleafed.  They  refolved,  "  That  if  the  earl 
of  Strafford  had  liberty  given  him  to  fpeak  in  his  defence,  before  the 
managers  appointed  to  manage  the  evidence  entered  into  the  manage- 
ment of  ir,  they  fhould  forbear  to  proceed  till  they  had  farther  orders 
from  the  houfe."     Ruf^^worih,  vcl.  VJII.  p.  40. 

§  On  Finch's  flight,  he  was  promoted  to  the  feals,  and  created  a 
baron. 

pointed 
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pointed  high-Reward  to  prefide  in  the  court  *.  He  was  Ann.  1641. 
thought  at  this  time  to  retain  a  fliarp  refentmcnt  againil 
Straiford  for  difappointing  him  of  fome  lands  in  Ireland, 
to  which  he  imagined  he  had  a  family  claim.  The 
Commons  objected  to  the  bifliops  having  a  voice  in  the 
judgment  given  on  StrafTord,  becaufe  they  were  forbid  by 
an  old  canon  to  affiil  in  any  trial  of  life.  This  canon 
had  never  yet  been  adhered  to  ;  but,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  they  did  not  tliink  fit  to  irritate  farther  the  an- 
ger of  the  Commons,  nor  venture  the  rage  of  the  public, 
by  openly  fupporting  Strafford  \  of  themfelves  they  thought 
proper  to  withdraw :  And  thus  the  criminal  loft  an  ad- 
vantage, which  might  have  put  fome  ftop  to  the  proceed- 
ings againft  his  life.  The  Commons  alfo  voted,  that  the 
new-created  peers  ought  to  ha^ve  no  voice  at  this  trial, 
becaufe  the  accufation  being  agreed  to  whilft  they  were 
Commoners,  their  confent  to  it  was  implied  with  that  of 
the  Commons  of  England  j  and  that  they  would  be  in 
the  double  capacity  of  judge  and  accufer.  This  was  a  very 
wife  precaution,  many  Commoners  having  been  made 
peers  on  purpofc  to  favour  Strafford.  The  majority  of 
this  number  affented  to  the  determination  of  the  Com- 
mons ;  but  Sir  Francis  Seymour,  a  quondam  patriot,  w^ho 
had  gotten  a  title  on  this  occafion,  with  fome  others,  kept 
their  feats,  and  the  matter  was  no  farther  debated  \, 

*  The  earl  of  Lindfey  was  high-conftable. 
f  The  Lords  refolved,  that  no  ufe  fliould  be  made  of  proxies  on 
Strafford's  trial.  It  was  determined,  that  council  fliould  not  be  ad- 
mitted him  as  to  matters  of  faft,  but  only  as  to  matters  of  law.  The 
Lords  referved  to  themfelves  the  liberty  of  judging  what  were  rnatters 
of  faa,  and  what  matters  of  law ;  and  the  Commons  declared,  that  no 
proceedings  in  this  cafe  fhould  be  a  precedent  to  their  prejudice. 

Kkk  2  West- 
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Westminster-Hall  was  crouded  with  fpecftators ;  a 
clofe  gallery  was  prepared  for  the  King  and  queen,  who 
attended  daring   the  whole   trial,  which  lafled  eighteen 
days.    The  managers  for  the  Commons  were,  lord  Digby, 
Sir  Walter  Earle,  John   Pym,  John  Hampden,  Oliver  St! 
John,  JeofFrey  Palmer,  John  Maynard,  John  Glyn,  Efqs. 
They  fupportcd   the  impeachment  by  a  variety  of'  parti- 
cular  inftanccs   of  an   exorbitant   exertion  of  arbitrary 
power.    The  firft  day  was  fpent  in  reading  the  impeach- 
ment ;  on   the   fccond  day  Mr.  Pym  opened   the  plead- 
ings.     *«  Straflbrd   boafts,    faid   this    fagacious   nervous 
orator,  that  he  was  a  means  of  calling  a  parliament: 
my  lords,   parliaments   without    parliamentary  liberties 
are  but  a  fair  and  plaufible  way  into  bondage.    Sir  Pierce 
Crolby,   for   fpeaking  againft   a   bill    in    the   Commons 
houfc,  was  fequeftered  from  the  council-table,  and  com- 
mitted to  prifon.     Sir  John  Clotworthy  was   threatened 
that  he  fhould  lofe  a  leafe  he  had.     Mr.  Barnwell  and 
two  other  gentlemen  were  threatened  they  (hould  have 
troops  of  horfe   put   upon   them   for  fpeaking   in   the 
houfe.     Proxies  by  dozens  were  given.      My  lords,  par- 
liaments,  coming  in  with  thefe  circumftances,  they  be 
grievances,  mifchiefs,  and  miferies ;  no  works  of  thanks 
and  honour.     He  fays,  he  has  executed  his  commiffioa 
with  moderation.      When  you  find  fo  many  men  impri- 
foned,  fome  adjudged   to  death,  fome  executed  without 
law  ;   when  you  find  fo  many  public  rapines  on  the 
ftate  ;  foldiers  fent  to  make  good   his  decrees  ;  fo  many 
whippings  in  defence  of  monopolies  ,  fo  many  jurors 
fined  for  not  giving  verdidts  of  his  fide;  men  of  quality 
difgraced,  fet  in  the   pillory,  and  wearing  papers  ;  can 
you  think  there  was  moderation  ?    If  you  compare  his 
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courfes  with  other  parts  of  the  world,  he  will  be  found  Ann.  1641, 
beyond  all  in  tyranny  and  harfhnefs  ;  but  if  you  com- 
pare them  with  his  mind  and  difpofition,  perhaps  there 
was  moderation :  the  habit  of  cruelty  in  himfelf,  no 
doubt,  is  more  perfed  than  any  adt  of  cruelty  he  hath 
committed.  If  this  be  his  moderation,  I  may  truly  fay 
that  is  verified  in  him,  "  The  mercies  of  the  wicked  are 
cruel."  For  his  honourable  way  of  iiicreafing  the  King's 
revenue ;  if  monopolies,  if  vexation  of  the  fubjedt,  be 
honourable  ways,  we  fhall  leave  that  to  your  lordlhips 
to  judge.  Moil  of  his  increafes  have  been  made  upon 
monopolies.  It  is  true,  there  is  another  way  of  bar- 
gaining  ;  but  it  hath  been  mixed  with  rapine,  rigor,  and 
injuftice :  men  have  been  driven  to  refign  their  eftatcs. 
Is  this  a  jufl  way  of  improving  a  king's  revenue?  That  I 
lliall  fubmit  to  your  lordlhips  *." 

•  Mr.  Maynard,  in  his  pleadings  againft  Strafford,  afferted,  diat 
treafon  againft  the  perfon  of  the  prince  fell  Ihort  of  the  treafons  he  had 
committed  :  One  prince  might  be  fucceedcd  by  another  -,  but  when  Law 
and  Juftice  were  taken  from  the  throne,  and  Will  placed  in  their  ftead, 
there  was  no  hope  of  remedy.  Mr.  Stroud  faid,  that  to  incite  a  prince 
to  tyrannical  ads  was  a  greater  offence  than  to  kill  him :  he  might  die 
otherwife  with  a  fair  reputation.     Rujhworth^  vol.  VIII. 

Strafford  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  tranfaflions  which  had  paffed  in 
Ireland :  when  the  Irifh  remonftrance  was  produced  at  his  trial,  and  that 
it  appeared  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  there  had  voted  him  guilty  of 
high-treafon,  he  exclaimed,  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  dlfappointment, 
that  there  was  fi  confpiracy  to  take  away  his  life.  He  was  reprehended 
for  this  by  the  managers,  and  obliged  to  a(k  pardon  on  his  knees.  Be- 
fides  thofe  complaints  of  the  Irilh  fet  forth  in  Strafford's  impeachment, 
the  Lords,  by  a  committee  of  their  houfe,  complained  to  the  King, 
that  they  were  obliged,  on  their  abfence  from  parliament,  to  leave  their 
proxies  with  the  officers  of  ftate.     Cutbrie.    Carte's  life  of  Ormond, 
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'  In  StralTorcrs  charge,  as  delivered  by  the  managers,  it 
appeared,  that  in  all  liis  employments  he  had  exercilal 
very  arbitrary  acls  of  power,  and  his  whole  condu(5l  fince 
he  had  been  invelled  with  authority  had  been  highly 
infolent  *.      Even  in  hxland,  the  government  of  which 

^  *  Among  the  many  inHanccs  of  imperious  cxprefTions  brought  againd 
him  are  the  following.     On  the  occafion  of  a  petition  being^^prercnted 
to  him,  dcfirin^;  the  benclic  of  the  graces,  he  faid  in  full  parliament, 
*'  You  are  a  conquered  nation,  and  mull:  expcft  laws  as  from  a  con- 
queror;" adding,  «  The  inftruc'lions  given  in  king  James's  time,  for 
the  govcrnoicnt  of  the  courts  of  jullice  in  this  kingdom,  are  inRruc- 
tions  contrived  and  procured  by  a  company  of  narrow-hearted  commif- 
lioners,  who  knew  not  what  belongs  to  government."     He  told  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  Dublin,  on  a  reprcfentation  of  theirs  that  the 
citizens  of  that  town  were  by  law  exempted  from  the  maintaining  fol- 
dkrs,  thc.t  i.Kir  anriquatrd,   worm-eaten  cliarters  were  nothing  worth; 
the  Kin.;  nr-hc  do  what  h-  pleafcd.     On  lord  Cork's  commencing  a 
fit  a:  law  fur  die  recovery  of  a  polkinon  out  of  which  he  had  been  put 
by  Sira.-rurd's  order,  he  laid  to  iiim,  "  Call  m  your  writs,  for  if  you  do 
not  I  will  tiap  you  in  the  Caitle.     I  wdl  not  h.ve  my  orders  difputed 
by  law  nor  lawyers."     On  the  fame  nobleman's  being  prokcuied  for 
breaking  what  was  termed  an  Ad  of  Stale,  he  pleaded,  that  the  ad 
was  n.adc  in  king  James's  time;  and  as  it  had  never  been  publifhed, 
nor  had  he  ever  heaid  of  it,  he  conceived  there  could  be  no  reaf  n  for 
the  pro!ecutii)n :  to  this  Strafford  anfwered,  "  I  tell  you,  my  lord,  as 
great  as  you  are,  I  will  make  you  and  all  tlie  fuljedts  of  Ireland  know 
that  any  ad  of  fiate,  made  or  to  be  made,  (hall  be  as  bindincr  to  you 
during  my  government  as  an  ad  of  parliament."     One  Martin  a  law- 
yer, in  his  pleading  a^caufeat  the  council-table,  faid,  he  had  the  au- 
thority of  an  ad  of  parliament  for  what  he  aflerted  :  on  this  Strafford 
replied,  "  Sir,  I  will  make  you  know  that  an  ad  of  this  board  fhall  be 
as  good  as  any  ftatute."     On  the  Irifh  parliament  flinging  out  an  ad 
which  made  it  felony  to  have  gunpowder  without  licence,  Strafford  fiid 
•*  That  he  would  make  that,  and  other  bills  they  had  voted  againft' 
ads  of  flate,  which  fhould  be  as  binding."  Strafford  declared  publicly  at 
his  own  table,  **  That  if  he  lived  he  would  make  an  ad  of  ftate  to  be 
of  equalpower  with  an  ad  of  parliament."    Sir  Pierce  Crofby  depofed, 
*  that 
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had  been  ever  tyrannical,  he  had  out-gone  former  go^  Ann.  1641. 
vernors,  and  had   been  guilty  of  many  unprecedented 
a6ls  of  power. 

His  anfwer  is    hardly  plaufible,  though    drawn   up 
with  art*:  He  could  not  deny  the  illegality  of  his  a6lions, 

that  this  declaration  was  the  occafion  of  the  breach  between  him  and  the 
lieutenant.  Strafford^^on  the  fining  Stewart  and  Grey  very  heavily,  and 
impriloning  them  for  not  taking  the  oath  he  had  impofed  on  the  Scots 
in  Ireland,  publicly  declared,  "  That  they  were  favourably  dealt  with  ;. 
that  it  was  high-treafon  not  to  take  the  oath,  and  not  to  take  it  in  the 
fenfe  that  they  were  to  be  obedient  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ceremonies  of  the 
church,  either  eftabliflied  or  to  be  edablidied  ;  that  he  would  profecute 
to  the  blood  thofe  that  refilled;  the  Scots  that  hefitated  on  the  takincr  it 
were  traitors  a;id  rebels  ;  and  if  the  King  would  honour  him  lb  much  as 
to  fend  him  back,  he  would  eradicate,  root  and  branch,  out  of  the  king-* 
dom  of  heland,  all  of  that  nation  who  had  any  fuch  fcruples." 

Had  the  King  fucceeded  in  his  fchemes,  Strafford  would  have  had 
full  power  to  execute  his  malicious  intentions  on  the  Scots ;  for,  accord- 
ing to  Carte,  he  was,  by  commiffion  under  the  great-feal,  made  cap- 
tain-general of  all  the  King's  forces  in  Ireland,  with  power  to  lead  them 
into  Scotland,  to  attack  and  fupprefs  the  rebels,  and  pardon  or  de.- 
ftroy,  as  he  fliould  think  fit^  Rujljworthy  vol.  VIII.  Cartes  Life  of 
Ormonde  p- 103- 

.  ♦  To  his  arbitrary  dccifions  againft  law  he  pleaded,  that  they  were 
errors  in  judgment ;  and  errors  in  judgment  were  not  treafon.  To  the 
charge  of  obtaining  an  enlargement  of  his  jurifdidion,  that  it  was  a 
challe  ambition  for  a  man  to  dcfire  as  much  power  as  he  could  get,  that. 
he  might  be  enabled  to  do  the  more  good.  In  excufe  for  what  he  had 
afferted  concerning  the  Dublin-charter,  he  alleged,  the  aldermen  would 
not  be  brought  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  board,  but  flood  on  their  char- 
ters. The  managers  for  the  houfe  of  Commons  replied,  that  this  was  a 
confeffion  that  the  charter  of  the  fubjeds  liberty  had  been  brought  to 
the  council-tab'e,  and  judged  there,  tho'  the  council  had  no  power  to 
declare  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  charters.  To  the  general  charge  of 
words  Strafford  pleaded,  that  it  v.'as  hard  he  fhould  be  brought  in  judg- 
ment for  mere  words,  and  many  of  them  fpoken  a  long  time  ago :  this 
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nor  efiacc  an  air  of  infolcnce  that  ran  through  all   his 
proceedings.     Nothing  can  be  more  puerile  than  his  de. 

was  an  abfurd  plea,  fince  there  was  no  other  reafon  for  his  not  havin^r 
been  brought  to  judgment  when  thole  offences  were  committed,  buT 
his  being  at  that  time  too  powerful :  the  managers  reminded  Jiim  '  that 
he  had  condemned  Mountnorris  to  death  for  words  of  little  importance 
ipoken  againll  himfelF,  an  individual  •,  whereas  the  words  with  which 
he  was  charged  were  treafon  againft  the  conftitution,  and  liberties  of 
the  fubjed.     To  the  charge  of  impofing  arbitrary  oaths,  he  pleaded 
the  King's  command  ;  it  was  an  ad:  of  obedience,  and  he  had  rather 
fuJier  in  obeying  his  majefty  than  difpute  his  commands :  if  that  ad 
ot  impohng  the  oaih  was  trealbn,  notwirhftanding  the  particular  cir 
cumftancc  of  the  King's  affairs,  he  fhould  be  ready  to  fin  aoain    if  the 
occafion  offered  :  To  this  iVIr.  Stroud  flirewdly  replied,  he'did 'believe 
him,  and  that  made  him  confider  a  heavy  thing  that  once  befel  Hnc- 
land,  when  Gavelton  had  opportunity  to  repeat  his  bold  offences      Mr 
AVhitlockc  oblerved,  that  he  had  made  his  words  good  concerning  an 
act  of  ftate ;  for  no  power  could  legally  impofe  an  oath  but  an  alt  of 
parliament.     To  the  charge  of  fining,  imprifoning,  and  whippincr    for 
dilobeymg    proclamations,  Strafford  faid,  that  he  conceived  it  was  a 
fair  and  equitable  punilhment  for  To  foul  a  crime.     To  the  charge  of 
enforcing  his  commands  by  military  power,  he  pleaded,  that  hc'^had 
only  done  it  to  ordinary  fellows.     To  the  charge  of  r-is  laying  a  tax 
on  the  county  of  York,  and  that  this,  and  the  tranfadtions  of  the  like 
nature  in  Ireland,  were  levying  war  on  the  King's  fubjeds,  and  con- 
fequently  conftrued,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as  levying  war  on  the  King 
he  laid,  h-  had  done  thefe  things  for  the  King's  honour  and  authority' 
therefore  it  could  be  no  levying  of  war  on  the  King.     For  his  tranfac- 
tions  of  that  kind  in  Ireland,  he  faid,  that  a  llatute  of  10  Hen.  VII. 
declared,  that  no  war  or  peace  fhould  be  made  but  by  the  deputy's  li- 
cence, and  that  the  deputy  had  power  to  make  war  whenever  he  pleaf- 
cd :  To  the  firft  plea  the  managers  replied,  that  though  there  mioht 
be  no  intent  on  the  King's  perfon,  yet,  if  againft  his  people,  fuch  a 
levying  of  war  was  treafon  i  homicide  of  a.  meaa  fubjeft  is  againft  the 
King's  crown  and  dignity,  becaufe  againft  the  protcftion  and^'fafcty  of 
his  people :  To  the  fecond,  that  it  was  true,  in  cafe  of  hoftility  or  re- 
bellion, the  deputy  might  make  a  defenfive  war  ;  but  to  do  it  in  time 
of  peace,  on  the  King's  fubjeds  under  the  government  of  his  laws,  was 
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fence  on  the  main  article,  that  of  having  advifed  the  Ann.  P641. 
King  to  proceed  in  the  way  of  arms  ;  and,  if  he  was  de- 
nied money  by  parliament,  to  raife  it  by  other  means  *• 

to  make  war  on  the  fovereign  power  that  did  prote<5l  them.  To  the 
charge  of  advifing  the  levying  of  ftiip-money,  Strafford  alleged,  that 
he  had  advifed  no  other  than  had  been  ufed  three  or  four  years  before 
his  coming  into  the  kingdom ;  there  had  been  a  judgment  given  for 
it ;  it  was  not  for  him  to  difpute  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  but  with 
humility  to  fubmit  to  better  judgment  than  his  own  ;  he  had  learnt  in 
his  own  practice,  by  reafon  of  his  weaknefs,  not  to  be  wifer  than  his 
teachers,  or  to  pretend  to  know  more  in  other  mens  profeffions  than  they 
knew  themfelves :  "  We  that  are  not  bound  to  the  profeffion  of  the 
law,  faid  he,  are  not  bound  to  fpeak  the  law  ;  we  can  tell  what  in  our 
hearts  is  honourable  and  juft,  but  what  is  legal  is  another  man's  bufi- 
nefs."  Surely  Strafford  was  not  of  this  modeft  opinion  when  he  argued, 
that  gentlemen  were  as  capable  of  prefiding  over  courts  of  juftice  as 
lawyers;  when  he  difdained  to  fee  gown-men  put  fuch  a  prejudice  upon 
all  forts  of  men,  as  if  none  were  worthy  to  be  trufted  with  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  but  themfelves ;  when  he  advifed  Laud  to  rule  the  law- 
yers in  England  as  he  did  in  Ireland.     Vide  p.  16^,  192,  of  this  vol. 

♦  Uftier  the  lord-primate  of  Ireland  fwore,  that  he  found  Strafford 
of  an  opinion,  that  the  King  might  ufe  his  prerogative  if  he  pleafed. 
The  lord  Conway  fwore,  that  he  heard  Strafford  exprefs  himfelf,  that 
the  King  might  ufe  his  prerogative  if  he  pleafed.  Sir  Henry  Vane 
fwore,  that  to  the  beft  of  his  remembrance  he  heard  Strafford  fay,  that 
if  the  parliament  did  not  fucceed  he  would  be  ready  to  affift  his  ma- 
jefty any  other  way.  The  lord  Newburgh  depofed,  that  he  heard  Straf- 
ford fay,  that  as  the  parliament  had  not  fupplied  the  King,  he  might 
take  other  courfes  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  lord  Holland 
depofed,  that  Strafford  faid,  that  as  the  parliament  had  denied  the  King, 
it  gave  him  advantage  to  fupply  himfelf  other  ways.  The  earl  of  Brif- 
tol  depofed,  that  he  heard  Strafford  fay,  that  falus  reipublica  was  fupre- 
ma  lex-,  the  King  muft  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  mattered  by  the  froward- 
nefs  and  undutifulnefs  of  his  people.  Thefe  different  fets  of  words 
have  but  one  meaning,  and  amount  to  the  principle,  that  the  King 
might  raife  money,  and  levy  armies,  on  the  ftrength  of  prerogative, 
alone.    To  this  ftrong  convidion  Strafford  had  no  other  reply,  than  that 
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Notwithftanding  the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  fa^s  charged 
againft  him,  and  proved  by  a  number  of  able  teflimo- 

cach  different  fct  of  words  was  only  fworn  by  one  evidence.     ««  My 
lords,  faid  he,  on  the  words  fworn  by  the  primate  it  is  to^be  believed, 
and  it  were  a  great  offence  in  any  man  to  think  othcrwife,  that  in  this 
cafe  any  thing  can  pleafe  the  King,  he  is  fo  gracious  and  good,  but 
what  fhall  be  jufl  and  lawful ;  and  then  there  is  no  doubt  but,  fo  far  as 
with  juftice  and  lawfulnefs,  he  may  ufc  his  prerogative  in  cafe  of  immi- 
nent danger,  when  other  means  fail."    To  the  words  fwore  by  lord  Con- 
way he  faid,  »•  Truly,  my  lords,  if  I  (hould  acknowledge  thefe  words, 
I  do  not  iee  how  they  can  be  capital  in  my  cafe :  it  is  a  very  natural 
motion  for  a  man  to  prefervc  himfelf,  though  it  be  to  the  diQiking  of 
another;  and  why  a  king  Ihould  not  do  it  as  wdl  as  a  fubjeA,  is  fuch 
a  prerogative  of  kings  as  I  never  yet  heard  of     For  I  thought,  though 
they  had  been  gods  on  earth,  yet  they  are  men,  and  have  affVdlions  as 
men,  and  fhould  preferve  themfclves,  being  not  only  accountable  for 
themfelves  to  God  Almighty,  but  alfo  for  their  fubje^s  whofe  o-ood 
and  benefit  is  wrapped  up  in  theirs."     Strafford  farther  alleged  in°  his 
defence,  that  he  thought  the  King  had  an  abfolute  power  given  him  by 
God  Almighty  for  preferving  himfelf  and  his  people,  which  could  not 
be  taken  from  him  by  others,  nor  by  himfelf:  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  was  the  firft  in  the  table  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land  • 
it  had  fomcthing  more  imprinted  on  it  than  the  property  of  the  fubjed:* 
it  had  a  divinity  imprinted  on  it;  kings  were  gods  on  earth;  higher 
prerogatives  than  can  be  faid,  or  found  to  be  fpoken,  of  the  property 
or  liberty  of  the  fubjed:.    To  the  documents  given  at  the  council-table 
that  the  King  having  tried  the  affedions  of  his  people,  he  was  loofe 
•  and  abfolved  from  the  rules  of  government,  and  might  do  what  power 
would  admit;  and  that  his  majefty  had  tried  all  ways  and  was  refufed 
and  fhould  be  acquitted  both  before  God  and  men ;  and  that  he  had 
an  army  which  he  might  employ  to  reduce  this  kingdom  to  obedience  • 
Strafford  acknowledged  every  part  of  the  charge,  but  that  of  his  ad- 
vifing  the  King  to  land  the  Iriih  army  in  England,  and  this  becaufe  no 
other  counfellor  at  the  table  remembered  thofe  words  but  Sir  Henry 
Vane.     On  this  part  of  his  charge  lord  Ranelagh  depofed,  that  on  di- 
ledions  being  left  by  Strafford  to  raife  a  large  army  in  Ireland,  his 
creature  and  bofom-friend  Sir  George  Ratcliffe  faid,  that  the  King  liad 
an  army,  it  was  his  own  fault  if  he  wanted  money.    Sir  Thomas  Bar- 
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nies,  and  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  condud  and  conver-  Ann.  i6^u 
fation  J  notwithftanding  the  frivoloufnefs  of  his  defence, 

rington  depofed,  that  Sir  George  Wentworth,  Strafford's  brother,  im- 
mediately after  the  diffolution  of  the  laft  parliament,  declared,  that  the 
commonwealth  of  England  would  never  be  well  till  it  was  conquered 
again.     And  lord  Ranelagh  faid,  that  himfelf  and  other  counfellors 
had  conceived  great  apprchenfions  that  the  Irifh  army  was  to  be  ufed 
to  raife  money  forcibly  in  England.     For  the  words  he  confefTed,  in 
their  nature  as  treafonable  as  thofe  he  denied,  he  made  the  following 
weak  apology :  That  it  was  fpoken  with  a  fecret  refervation,  that  it 
ought  to  be  done  fairly ;  that  thefe  were  conditions  underftood  when  Ruihwortk, 
we  fpoke  of  the  facred  majefty  of  kings;  that  this  implied  it  could  vol.  VIII. 
not  be  high-treafon  to  tell  the  King,  that  having  tried  the  afledions  of  P*  5  S- 
his  people,  he  was  loofe  and  abfolved  from  the  rules  of  government, 
and  might  do  what  power  would  admit :  there  was  an  argument  that 
cleared  the  intendment  and  the  meaning  of  the  words,  which  was,  that 
nothing  had  been  done  by  the  King  or  the  council  againft  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  realm. 

This  childifh  argument,  fupported  by  fo  ridiculous  an  affertion,  Straf- 
ford, in  the  courfe  of  his  pleadings,  contradifts,  by  faying,  that  he  ad- 
vifed  the  King  in  a  proper  time  to  vindicate  the  property  and  liberty 
of  the  fubjea  from  any  ill  prejudice  that  might  fall  from  fuch  a  prece- 
dent ;  which  advice,  if  true,  implied  an  intention  to  fome  unconftitu- 
tional,  violent  ad  of  power.  Strafford  faid,  that  he  had  heard  an  opi- 
nion might  make  an  heretic,  but  never  that  it  could  make  a  traitor. 
This  obfervation  is  little  to  the  purpofe,  fince  though  the  opinion  of  a 
man,  given  by  way  of  argument,  cannot  make  a  traitor,  yet  an  opi- 
nion given  by  a  ftatefman,  as  advice  to  a  prince,  may  certainly  be  trea- 
fonable. Strafford's  plea  on  that  atrocious  fad  of  condemning  the  lord 
Mountnorris  turned  againft  himfelf.  He  made  martial  law,  a  thing 
contrary  to  the  Petition  of  Right,  which  according  to  the  privileges  of 
the  nation  was  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  an  inftrument  of  his  vengeance 
to  effea  what  he  acknowledges  he  thought  cruel,  and  which  could  be 
done  by  no  other  law.  Thus  he  fatisfied  his  pride,  and  ftiewed,  that 
no  officer  in  the  army,  under  his  difpleafure,  had  other  refource  to  fave 
himfelf  from  death,  but  his  clemency.  Befides  this  fentence  pafTed  on 
Mountnorris,  Strafford  had  by  martial  law  condemned  and  executed  one 
Denwit,  a  foldier,  for  ftealing  a  piece  of  beef,  though  he  was  advifed  by 
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a  certain  blandifliment  of  behaviour  which  he  affumed 
on  this  occafion  ;  a  certain  air  of  importance  mifcon- 
ftrued  into  dignity  ;  a  certain  fpecioufnefs  of  manner, 
miftaken  for  decency  and  humility  ;  thefe,  with  the  par' 
ticular  circumftances  of  his  fituation,  reduced  in  an  in- 
ftant  from  the  fummit  of  power  and  fplendor,  to  plead 
as  a  criminal  at  the  bar  of  a  court  of  juaice,  produced 

many  members  of  the  court  martial  to  try  him  by  common  law.  His 
arbitrary  proceedings  againft  the  Jate  chancellor  Loftus  he  endeavoured 
to  throw  entirely  on  the  King;  appealed  to  an  order  he  had  obtained 
from  that  eafy  monarch,  that  the  caufe  (hould  be  determined  by  the 
deputy  and  council  of  Ireland ;  and  alleged,  that  their  decree  had  been 
atterwards  confirmed  by  his  majefty. 

To  obtain  the  fan^ion  of  the  royal  authority  for  what  he  had  afted 
againft  the  chancellor,  he  made  ufe  of  arguments  which  never  failed 
to  have  weight  with  Charles  :  '«  If  the  honour  and  jufticc  of  this  ftatc 
iaid  he,  be  not  vigoroufly  borne  forth  againft  the  chancellor's  untruths 
and  mciviHties,  the  regal  authority  will  perchance  be  as  much  invad- 
ed, as  roughly  dealt  with,  in  this  kingdom  as  in  other  places  ;  whereas 
hitherto,  God  be  praifed,  no  king  can  be  more  abfolute  than  your  ma- 
jefty is  amongft  us."     Farther  he  told  the  King,  that  the  chancellor's 
offence  was  an  high  and  immediate  contempt  againft  his  majefty's  own 
power  and  greatnefs ;  that  his  churlifh  will  prefumed  to  contend  for 
maftery  with  royalty ;  that  he  (Strafford)  contended  for  his  majefty's 
authority,  unmixed  with  any  private  intereft  of  his  own.     It  was  the 
diftemper  of  the  times    to  difpute  the  higher  powers  ;   God  and  his 
inajefty  were  only  able  to  correal  and  ftay  the  madnefs.    He  affured  the 
King,  that  all  his  minifters  took  the  bufinefs  of  the  chancellor  extremely 
to  heart,  and  refted  confident  his  majefty  would  in  his  wifdom  preferve 
his  greatnefs  and  authority.     This  cant  had  fuch  an  cffecfl  on  the  Kine 
that  though  he  had  given  the  chancellor  leave  to  come  over  to  make 
an  appeal,  and  receive  his  difmiffion  by  an  efpecial  warrant  from  him- 
fclf,  yet  he  countermanded  this,  and  gave  way  to  the  deputy's  keep- 
ing the  chancellor  under  reftraint  till  he  had  afked  leave  of  the  board  to 
repair  to  England,  and  had  figned  a  fubmiffion  and  confeffion  that  he 
kad  behaved  ill  and  impertinently  to  the  deputy.     Rujkworth,  vol.VIII. 
Stre^or^i  Letters. 
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fentiments  in  his  favour  from  the  weak  part  of  the  au-  Ann.  1641. 
dience :  the  women,  in  particular,  not  comprehending, 
or  inattentive  to,  the  folidity  of  the  arguments  urged  by 
the  Commons,  deaf  to  the  eloquence  and  ability  of  the 
managers,  attended  with  pity  and  partiality  to  the  un- 
happy prifoner.  Befides  the  favourable  fentiments  which 
he  had  the  art  to  excite  in  his  fpedtators,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  pleadings  he  endeavoured  to  preju- 
dice his  judges  in  his  favour :  his  expreffions  were  full 
of  veneration  for  the  body  of  Peers,  and  he  indnuated 
that  their  privileges  were  interefted  in  his  fate.  Mr. 
Glyn  noticed  this  management,  and  told  the  Lords,  that 
though  the  prifoner  had  magnified  the  Peers  of  the  realm 
almofl  to  idolatry  j  yet  when  he  was  in  his  kingdom  in 
Ireland,  and  had  power  over  them,  he  fhewed  the  re- 
fpec^  he  had  to  the  Peers  of  the  kingdom,  judging  fome 
to  death,  committing  others  to  prifon,  and  feizing  their 
eftates. 

The  Commons  had  unqueftionably  proved  an  inten- 
tion in  Strafford  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom :  this  is  not  within  the  defcription  of  treafon 
in  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  III.  They  proceeded  againft  him 
on  a  falvo  of  that  ac^,  which  provides,  that  the  King  and 
parliament  have  power  of  determining  what  is  treafon, 
what  not.  They  therefore  voted,  that  the  fax5ls  proved 
upon  him  were  treafonable. 


On  the  thirteenth  of  April,  he  was  called  to  the  bar, 
and  commanded  by  the  Lords   to  fum  up  his  evidence : 
This  he  did  in  a  long  fpeech,  the  argumentative  part  of 
which  is  certainly  very  weak  ;  and  his  endeavour  to  ex- 
tenuate 
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Ann.  1641.  tenuate  his  crimes  very  impotent.  His  arbitrary,  extra- 
judicial  adls,  he  called  an  overexercifing  of  a  jurifdidlion. 
It  was  not  high-treafon  in  a  judge  to  enlarge  his  jurif- 
didlion.  "  But,  my  lords,  faid  he,  if  all  ihefe  had  been 
done  without  any  manner  of  authority,  it  had  not  been 
a  fubverfion,  but  rather  a  diverfion  of  the  law ;  fo  long 
as  I  keep  the  rule  of  the  law,  and  do  the  fame  thing 
that  another  man  does  in  a  more  legal  way,  I  mean  in 
a  more  warrantable  place,  I  fay,  piy  doing  of  the  fame 
thing  in  an  improper  place,  is  not  a  fubverfion,  but  a 
diverfion  of  the  law  *  If  you  will  bring  in  the  Thames 
about  Lambeth,  to  come  in  again  below  the  bridge,  the 
river  is  the  fame,  though  the  courfe  be  diverted  to  an- 
other place :  fo  the  fundamental  law  is  the  fame,  though 
the  courfe  be  diverted  to  another  place.  I  fay,  the  fun- 
damental  law  is  the  fame,  only  it  is  carried  in  another 
pipe." 

The  conclufion  of  Strafford's  fpeech,  in  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  repel  the  principal  arguments  on  which  the 
bill  depending  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  was  founded, 
has  been  fo  much  extolled  for  its  ftyle  and  weight  of 
reafon,  that  the  author  of  an  hiftory  of  thefe  times  might 
be  accufed  of  partiality  in  omitting  it.  «  Where  has 
this  fpecies  of  guilt  been  fo  long  concealed,  faid  he  ? 
where  has  this  fire  been  fo  long  buried,  during  fo  many 
centuries,  that  no  fmoke  fhould  appear  till  it  burft  out 
at  once  to  confume  me  and  my  children  ?  Better  it  were 

•  To  divert  a  legal  and  juft  procccdiftg  into  an  arbitrary  one,  Mr. 
Glyn  obfervcd,  was  not  only  turning  but  corrupting  the  clear  and  cry- 


ftal  ftreams  of  legal  jufticc  to  muddy  waters  of  bitternefs  and  death. 
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to  live  under  no  law  at  all,  and,  by  the  maxims  of  Apn.  1641. 
cautious  prudence,  to  conform  ourfelves  the  beft  we  can 
to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  mailer ;  than  fancy  we  have 
a  law  on  which  we  can  rely,  and  find  at  laft  that  this 
law  fliall  inflidt  a  punifliment  precedent  to  the  promul- 
gation, and  try  us   by  maxims  unheard-of  till  the  very 
moment  of  profecution.     If  I  fail  on  the  Thames,  and 
fplit  my  veffel  on  an  anchor,  in  cafe  there  be  no  buoy  to 
give  warding,  the  party  fliall  pay  me  damages :  but  if 
the  anchor  is  marked  out,  then  is  the  ftriking  on  it  an 
my  own  peril.     Where  is  the  mark  fet  upon  this  crime  i 
where  is  the  token  by  which  I  fliould  difcover  it  ?  i£ 
has  lain  concealed  under  water,  and  no  human  pru- 
dence,  no  human  innocence  can  fave  me  from  the  de- 
flru<5tion  with  which  I  am  here  threatened.      It  is  now 
full  two  hundred  and  forty  years  fince  treafons  were  de- 
.fined ;  and  fo  long  has  it  been  fince  any  man  was  touched 
to  this  extent,  upon  this  crime,  before  myfelf.     We  have 
lived,  my  lords,  happily  to  ourfelves  at  home ;  we  have 
lived  glorioufly  abroad  to  the  world :  let  us  be  content 
with  what  our  fathers  have  left  us ;  let  not  our  ambition 
carry  us  to  be  more  learned  than  they  were  in  thofe  kil- 
ling and  deftru(5tive  arts.      Great  wifdom  it  will  be  in 
your  lordlhips,  and  jufl  providence  for  yourfelves,  for 
your  pofterities,  for  the  whojc  kingdom,  to  caft  from 
you  into  the  fire  thefe  bloody  and  myfterious  volumes 
'Of  arbitrary  and  conftruc^tive  trcalbns,  as  tlie  primitive 
Chriftians  did  their  books  of  curious   arts,  and  betake 
yourfelves  to  the  plain  letrcr  of  the  ftatute,  which  tells      . 
you  where  the  crime  is,  and  points  out  to  you  the  path 
by  which  you  may  avoid  it.     Let  us  not,  to  our  own  de- 
tftruaion,  awake  thefe  ilceping  lions,  by  rattling  up  a  com- 
pany 


448 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


A«n.  1641.   pany  of  old  records,  which  have  lain  for  fo  many  ages 
by  the  wall,  forgotten  and  negledled.     To  all  my  af- 
flidions  add  not  this,  my  lords  (the  mofl  fevere  of  any) 
that  I,  for  my  other  fins,  not  for  my  tre^fons,  be  the 
means  of  introducing  a  precedent  fo  pernicious  to  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  my  country.     However  thefe  gen- 
tlemen at  the  bar  fay  they  fpeak  for  the  commonwealth  ; 
and  they  believe  fo  j  yet,  under  favour,  in  this  particu- 
lar it  is  I  who  fpeak  for  the  commonwealth  :  precedents 
like  thofe  endeavoured  to  be  eftablifhed  againll  me,  muft 
draw  along  fuch  inconveniencies  and  miferies,  that  in 
a  few  years  the  kingdom  will  be  in  the  condition  ex- 
prefTed  in  a  ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  and  no  man  Ihall  know 
by  what  rule  to  govern  his  words  and  anions.     Impofe 
not,  my  lords,   difficulties   infurmoun table  upon  mini- 
fters  of  {late,  nor  difable  them  from  ferving  with  chear- 
fulnefs  their  King  and  country.     If  you  examine  them, 
and  under  fuch   fevere  penalties,   by   every   grain,    by 
every  little  weight,  the  fcrutiny  will  be  intolerable  ;  the 
public  affairs  of  the  kingdom  mufl  be  left  wafle,  and  no 
wife  man,  who  has  any  honour  or  fortune  to  lofc,  will 
ever  engage  himfelf  in  fuch  dreadful,  fuch  unknown 
perils.     My  lords,  I  have  now  troubled  your  lordfhips 
a  great  deal  longer  than  I  fliould  have  done,  were  it  not 
for  the  intereft  of  thefe  pledges,  which  a  faint  in  Hea- 

ven  has  left  me.     I  fliould  be  loth "     Here  Strafford 

pointed  to  his  children,  and  his  tears  flopped  his  fpeech. 
**  What  I  forfeit  for  myfelf  is  nothing ;  but  I  confefs, 
that  my  indifcretion  fliould  forfeit  for  them,  it  wounds 
me  very  deeply.  You  will  be  pleafed  to  pardon  my  in- 
firmity :  Something  I  fliould  have  faid  j  but  I  fee  I  fhall 
not  be  able,  and  therefore  I  fliall  leave  it.     And  now. 
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my  lords,  1  thank  God  I  have  been,  by  his  good  blef-  Ann.  1641. 
fing,  fufficiently  inftruded  in  the  extreme  vanity  of  all 
temporary  enjoyments,  compared  to  the  importance  of 
our  eternal  duration.  And  fo,  my  lords,  even  fp  with 
all  humility,  and  with  all  tranquility  of  mind,  I  fub- 
mit  clearly  and  freely  to  your  judgments  ;  and  whether 
that  righteous  doom  fliall  be  life  or  death,  I  fliall  repofe 
myfelf,  full  of  gratitude  and  confidence,  in  the  arms  of 
the  great  Author  of  my  exiflence." 

Strafford's  fituation  is  very  pathetically  exprefled  in 
this  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  ;  but  fure  it  is  very  deficient 
in  argument ;  fince  it  is  apparent  that  a  precedent  of 
fo  great  a  criminal  being  condemned  by  the  whole  power 
of  the  legiflature,  could  not,  in  its  confequenccs,  be  fo 
dangerous  to  the  public,  or  the  liberty  of  individuals, 
as  the  example  of  crimes  of  fo  black  a  nature,  and  fo 
deftrudivc  to  the  commonwealth,  being  committed  with 
impunity.  An  honed  and  a  wife  man  would  never  fear 
the  fevered  fcrutiny ;  and  the  weak  and  the  wicked  be- 
ing deterred  from  accepting  public  ofTices,  or,  if  they 
did  accept  them,  being  kept  within  jud  bounds  by  the 
terrors  of  an  after  enquiry  and  puniflimcnt,  mud  be  of 
infinite  fervice  to  the  well-governing  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom. 


Mr.  Pym,  in  language  manly  and  patheric,  breathing 
fentimcnts  that  notliing  but  the  fpirit  of  Liberty  could 
infpirc,  clofcd  the  plc.ulings  of  the  Commons.  He  af- 
firmed, that  it  had  been  clearly  proved  that  i!ic  carl  of 
Srrafford  had  endeavoured  by  his  words,  actions,  and 
counfcls,  to  fubvcrt  the  fundamental  laws  of  England 
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Ann.  1641.  and  Ireland,  and  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  and  tyran- 
nical government.  He  then  proceeded  to  (liew  the  hein- 
oufnefs  of  the  offence :  "  The  law,  faid  he,  is  the  fafe- 
guard,  the  cuflody  of  all  private  intereil.  Your  honours, 
your  lives,  your  liberties,  your  eflates,  are  all  in  the 
keeping  of  the  law.  There  cannot  be  a  reafon  more 
pregnant  or  fruitful  in  treafon,  than  that  given  by  Straf- 
ford for  overturning  law  in  Ireland  *  :  it  was  a  con- 
quered country  !  No  doubt,  the  conqueror  may  give 
what  laws  he  pleafcs  to  thofe  that  are  conquered  ;  but 
if  the  fucceeding  pads  and  agreements  do  not  limit  and 
reftrain  that  right,  what  people  can  be  fecure  ?  England 
hath  been  conquered,  and  Wales  hath  been  conquered, 
and,  by  this  reafon,  will  be  in  little  better  cafe  than 
Ireland.  If  the  King,  by  the  right  of  a  conqueror, 
gives  laws  to  his  people,  fhall  not  the  people,  by  the 
fame  reafon,  be  reftored  to  the  right  of  the  conquered, 
to  recover  their  freedom  if  they  can  ? "  In  the  courfc  of 
this  excellent  fpeech  Mr.  Pym  obferved,  that  the  great- 
nefs  of  a  king  did  not  confift  in  domineering  over  his 
fubjecis  at  home,  but  to  incline  and  difpofc  the  affairs 
of  other  flates  and  nations  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and 
the  peculiar  advantage  of  his  own  people;  that  this  kind 
of  greatnefs  had  been  impaired  by  the  late  mifchievous 
counfels.  "  As  for  indullry  and  valour,  continued  he, 
who  will  take  pains  for  that  wherein  he  hath  no  other 
intereft,  but  what  is  fubjedt  to  the  will  of  another? 
The  ancient  encouragement  for  men  to  hazard  their  per- 

*  Strafford  in  his  defence  had  faid,  that  Ireland  was  a  conquered 
country,  and  that  his  illegal  exertions  there  were  to  maintain  the  King's 
abfolute  fovereignty. 
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fons  in  defence  of  their  country  was,  that  they  fought  Ann.  1641. 
f)ro  oris  &  focis^  for  their  religion  and  their  houfes  j  but, 
by  the  arbitrary  fway  pradlifed  in  Ireland,  and  coun- 
fclled  here,  no  man  had  a  certainty  either  of  religion  or 
a  houfe.  Befides,  their  tyrannical  courfes  have  an  ill 
operation  on  the  courage  of  a  nation :  a  fervile  condition 
begets  in  men  a  flavifh  temper  and  difpofition.  Thofe 
that  live  fo  much  under  the  whip  and  the  pillory,  and 
fuch  engines  as  were  frequently  ufed  by  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford, may  have  the  dregs  of  valour,  fuUennefs  and  ftub- 
bornnefs,  but  thofe  noble  and  gallant  affedtions  which 
put  men  on  brave  attempts  for  the  prefervation  and  en- 
largement of  a  kingdom,  they  are  hardly  capable  of. 
Shall  it  be  treafon  to  embafe  the  King's  coin,  and  muft 
it  not  be  a  greater  treafon  to  embafe  the  fpirits  of  his 
fubjedls,  and  to  fet  a  flamp  of  ferviiude  upon  them?" 
Strafford's  crimes,  Mr.  Pym  faid,  were  contrary  to  the 
covenant  between  the  King  and  his  people,  confirmed  by 
oath  on  both  fides.  He  obferved,  that  juflice  Thorpe 
was  put  to  death  for  bribery,  becaufe  in  committing 
that  injuftice  he  had  broken  the  King's  oath,  that  folemn 
obligation  which  is  the  fecurity  to  the  whole  kingdom. 
Strafford's  offence  was  contrary  to  the  end  of  govern- 
ment, which  was,  to  prevent  oppreflions,  to  reftrain  the 
violence  of  great  men,  to  open  the  paffages  of  juftice 
with  indifferency  to  all.  The  end  of  government  was, 
that  virtue  fliould  be  cherifhed,  vice  fuppreiled ;  but 
where  arbitrary  power  was  fet  up,  a  way  was  open  for 
the  advancement  and  encouragement  of  evil :  fuch  men 
as  were  apt  for  the  exercife  and  maintenance  of  that 
power  were  only  capable  of  preferment,  whilft  honed 
men,  who  would  not  be  inftruments  of  unjuft  and  ille- 
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gal  commands,  were  not  only  not  pafTable  for  employ- 
ment, but  fiibjed  to  jealoufy  and  danger.  The  end  of 
government  was,  that  all  accidents  and  dcfigns,  all  coun- 
fels  and  events,  fhould  be  improved  to  the  public  good  ; 
but  arbitrary  power  was  apt  to  difpofe  all  for  mainte- 
nance of  itfclf.  The  wifdom  of  the  council  table,  the 
authority  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  the  indudry  of  the  of- 
ficers  of  the  crown,  the  learning  of  the  divines,  the  ju- 
rifdiclion  of  the  bifliops,  had  been  all  difpofed  to  that 
effect.  The  royal  power  and  majcfty  of  kings  was  mod 
glorious  in  the  prol'perity  and  happincfs  of  their  people ; 
the  perfection  of  all  things  confiiled  in  the  end  for  which 
they  were  ordained,  in  attaining  whereof  their  happincfs 
confided  ;  but  if  the  means  and  end  were  fet  in  oppo- 
fition  to  each  other,  they  mufl  needs  caufc  a  dcfci^  in 
both. 

On  the  abfurdity  of  Strafford's  excufes  Mr.  Pym  ob- 
fervcd,  that  it  was  true,  Liberty  belonged  to  counfcllors  ; 
but  then  thofe  matters  which  were  good  and  beneficial 
to  the  commonwealth  were  the  proper  fubjecls  of  coun- 
fels;  not  treafons,  fuch  as  the  fubverfion  of  its  laws, 
and  violation  of  its  liberties :  they  could  not  be  julli- 
fiable  by  any  circumflance  or  occafion.  Strafford  being 
a  counfellor  made  his  fault  more  heinous,  as  being 
committed  againil  a  greater  truft,  and  in  a  way  of 
much  mifchief  and  danger.  Part  of  Strafford's  apology 
was,  that  his  counfels  were.well  intended:  "  Sometimes 
good  and  evil,  continued  Mr. Pym,  truth  and  falfliood,  can 
hardly  be  ,diflinguifhed  ;  matters  hurtful  and  dangerous 
may  ^(Sj^ccompanied  with  fuch  circumftances  as  may 
make  them  appear  ufeful  and  convenient :  in  fuch  cafes 
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good  intentions  will  juflify  evil  counfels,  but  when  the  Ann.  1641. 
matters  propounded  are  evil  in  their  nature,  fuch  as  thofe 
wherewith  the  earl  of  Strafford  is  charged,  to  break  pub- 
lic faith,  and  fiibvert  laws  and  government,  they  can  ne- 
ver be  juftified  by  any  intentions,  how  good  focver  pre- 
tended. He  has  often  infinuatcd  this,  that  his  couixfcl 
was  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  to  maintain  that  fovercign 
power  with  which  he  is  trufted  by  God  for  the  good  of 
his  people.  Doubtlefs,  this  is  none  of  that  fovereign 
power,  that  by  his  own  will  he  iray  lay  taxes  on  his 
people:  this  has  been  live  times  adjudged  in  parlia- 
ment. He  alleges,  that  his  counfcl  v/as  propounded 
with  divers  limitations,  and  repairing  the  liberty  of  the 
people  :  this  implies  a  contradi<!:l:ion,  to  maintain  an  ar- 
bitrary powe^,  and  yet  to  reftrain  it  with  limitarions  and 
provifions ;  for  even  thofe  limitations  and  provifions  will 
be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  abfolute  power,  and  to  be  dif- 
penfed  with  in  fuch  manner,  and  in  fuch  time,  as  itfelf 
ihall  determine."  Mr.  Pym  concluded  his  harangue  with 
obferving,  that  the  forfeitures  inflidlcd  for  trcafon  were, 
by  the  law  of  England,  of  life,  honour,  and  eflate,  all 
that  could  be  forfeited  j  that  nothing  could  be  more 
equal  than  that  Strafford  fliould  perilh  by  the  juftice  of 
that  law  he  would  have  fubverted.  "  Neitlier,  fays  he, 
will  this  be  a  new  way  of  blood  ;  there  are  marks 
enough  to  trace  this  law  to  the  very  original  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  if  it  hath  not  been  put  in  execution,  as  he 
allegeth,  for  this  two  hundred  and  forty  years,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  law,  but  that  all  that  period  hath  not  bred  a 
man  bold  enough  to  commit  fuch  crimes  as  thefe ;  which 
is  a  circumflance  that  aggravates  his  offence,  not  makes 
him  lefs  liable  to  punilhment.'* 
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Ann.  1641.  The  matters  of  fad  being  clofed,  Strafford  demanded 
to  be  heard  by  his  counfel  on  matters  of  law.  The 
Commons  oppofed  this,  becaufe  they  had,  from  the  firft, 
intended  to  proceed  by  bill  of  attainder  after  the  clofing 
the  evidence  of  fac^s.  The  Lords  were  extremely  unwil- 
ling to  give  up  the  privilege  of  being  the  fole  judges  of 
Strafford's  guilt  or  innocence :  They  declared  their  refo- 
lution  of  hearing  his  counfel  on  the  point  of  law  ;  and 
Gardiner,  the  recorder  of  London,  Loe,  Lightfoo^  and 
one  Lane,  attorney  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  were  the  men 
appointed  for  this  bufinefs;  Lane's  argument  was  an  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  the  datute  of  25  Ed.  III.  was  a  de- 
clarative law,  and  fo  not  to  be  interpreted  as  of  confe- 
quence,  equity,  or  conftru(5lion,  but  by  the  exprefs  letter 
only  ;  and  that  an  adl  had  paffed  in  the  fixth  of  Henry 
IV.  which  ordained,  that  the  falvo  fhould  be  holden  re- 
pealed in  all  times  to  come,  and  nothing  to  be  efteemed 
treafon,  but  what  was  contained  in  the  flatute  25  Ed. 
IIL  *     The  Commons  thought  it  below  their  dignity  to 

•  One  of  the  hS:s  which  Mr.  Lane  quoted,  to  prove  his  argument, 
was  the  earl  of  Northumberland's  cafe  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  but 
he  ftated  it  diametrically  oppofiie  to  the  truth.  This  earl  was  charged 
with  treafon,  faid  Lane,  and  if  the  ftatute  of  i  Hen.  IV.  cap!^x. 
•  whereby  the  provifo  is  repealed,  had  not  intervened,  no  doubt  he  had 
been  condemned  of  treafon  ;  but  he  was  convifted  of  felony,  and 
that  becaufe  he  could  not  be  drawn  within  the  letter  of  the  ftatutc 
25  Ed.  III. 

The  earl  of  Northumberland  had  been  in  arms  againft  the  King,  and 
confcquently  within  the  letter  of  the  ftatute.  HenTy  referred  the  con- 
fideraticn  of  his  punifhment  to  the  judges.  This  the  Peers  in  open 
parliament  protefted  againft,  and  declared  that  judgment  belonged  to 
them  :  They  acquitted  him  of  treafon  and  felony,  and  brought  him  in 
guilty  of  a  trcfpafs,  fineable  to  the  King.  This  cafe  is  a  ftrong  evi- 
dence 
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offer  any  anfwer  to  Lane's  argument;  but  told  the  Lords,  Ann.  1641. 
they  would  depute  one  of  their  members  to  fatisfy  them 
on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings.  They  pafled  votes, 
that  it  was  fufRciently  proved,  that  Strafford  had  endea- 
voured to  fubvert  the  ancient  and  fundamental  laws  of 
thefe  realms  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  to  introduce 
an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  government  againft  law,  and 
that  thefe  endeavours  were  high-treafon» 

A  PAPER  was  produced  in  the  houfe,  of  notes  taken  by 
Sir  Henry  Vane  of  a  debate  in  council  after  the  diffolution 
of  the  laft  parliament ;  the  title  of  which  was,  "  No  Dan- 
ger of  a  War  with  Scotland,  if  offenlive,  not  defenlive." 
The  notes  were  as  follows  : 

Ring  Charles,  How  can  we  undertake  offenflve  war,  if 
we  have  no  money? 

Lord  Strafford.  Borrow  of  the  city  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  Go  on  vigoroufly  to  levy  Ihip-money.  Your 
majefty  having  tried  the  affedtions  of  your  people,  is  ab- 
folved  and  loofed  from  all  rules  of  government,  and  to 
do  what  power  will  admit.  Your  majefty  having  tried  all 
ways,  and  being  refufed,  fhall  be  acquitted  before  God 
and  man ;  and  you  have  an  army  in  Ireland  that  you  may 
employ  to  reduce  this  kingdom  to  obedience ;  for  I  am. 
confident  the  Scots  cannot  hold  out  five  months. 

dence  in  favour  of  what  the  Commons  aflerted,  that  former  parliaments 
alfumed  the  privilege  of  declaring  in  matters  of  treafon,  and  difclaimed 
the  judgment  of  inferior  courts  in  all  cafes  of  this  nature  which  came 
before  rhcm,  according  to  a  declaration  of  the  parliament  in  12  Ric.  II.. 
Vide  Gut hriCy  vol.  II.  p.  348,  414. 
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Ann.  1641.        ArMiJhopLaud.  You  have  tried  all  ways,  and  have  al- 
ways been  refufed  ;  it  is  now  lawful  to  take  it  by  force. 

Lord  Cot tington.  Levies  abroad  there  may  be  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  lower  houfe  are  weary 
of  the  King  and  church.  All  ways  fliall  be  juft  to  raife 
money  by,  in  this  inevitable  neceffiiy,  and  are  to  be  ufed, 
being  lawful. 

Jrchbijbop  Laud,  For  an  offenfive,  pot  defenfive  war. 

Lord  Straffbrd.  The  town  is  full  of  lords :  Put  the  com- 
miffion  of  array  on  foot ;  and  if  any  of  them  offer  to  ftir 
we  will  make  them  fmart. 

This  paper  was  fuch  a  corroborating  evidence  to  what 
the  privy-counfellors  had  already  depofed  on  this  debate, 
that  a  bill  of  attainder  of  the  earl  of  Strafford  paffed  the 
houfe,  without  any  greater  oppofuion  than  that  of  fifty- 
nine  diffenting  votes. 

Though  we  admire  that  fpirit  of  refentment  which 
thefe  notes  kindled  in  the  Commons  againfl  the  princi- 
pal offender,  yet  it  muft  be  allowed  they  were  guilty  of 
a  deficiency  of  juftice  in  not  fending  up  at  the  fame  time 
an  impeachment  againft  Cottington,  who  was  in  this 
debate  as  notorioufly  guilty  of  treafon  as  Laud  and  Straf- 
ford. The  partizans  of  tyranny  pretend  to  palliate  Straf- 
ford's guilt  by  alleging,  that  changing  the  word  this 
into  the  word  that,  the  advice  of  reducing  the  king- 
dom could  regard  nothing  but  Scotland,  and  implies  no 
criminal  counfel.     Not  to  lay  any  firefs  upon  the  ab- 
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furdity  of  this  argument  *    the  other  parts  of  the  dif-  Ann.  1641. 
courfe,  acknowledged  by  Strafford  himfelf  to  regard  Eng- 
land, are  evidently  treafonable  f. 

Mr.  St.  John  was  deputed  by  the  Commons  to  fatisfy  the 
Lords  on  the  legality  of  their  proceeding  by  bill  of  attain- 
der. His  difcourfe  was  very  prolix,  and  contained  great 
weight  of  law  and  learning.  He  told  the  Lords,  that  the 
Commons  had  found  Strafford  guilty  of  treafon  within  the 
ftatute  of  2  j"  Ed. HI.  by  levying  war,  upon  the  matter  of  the 
fifteenth  article  of  their  charge  J.  They  found  him  guilty 
of  treafon  by  affeffing  and  laying  foldiers  §  on  the  fubjecfts 

*  Since  the  queftion  in  debate  being  how  to  get  money  of  the  Eng- 
lilh,  the  difcourfe  muft  be  downright  nonfenfe,  if  it  did  not  mean  the 
employing  violence  to  reduce  the  kingdom  which  denied  money. 

-f-  The  notes  either  were,  or  were  pretended  to  be,  obtained  clande- 
ftinely  by  Sir  Henry  Vane's  fon,  out  of  a  cabinet  in  which  he  had  been 
fent  to  fearch  for  other  papers  by  his  father.  If  this  was  only  a  pre- 
tence, to  fcreen  Sir  Henry  Vane  from  being  thought  an  inftrument  in 
expofing  that  which  he  had  no  mind  to  conceal,  it  was  the  moll  unne- 
ceflary  piece  of  hypocrify  that  ever  was  attempted.  The  difcovery 
muft  have  done  him  credit  with  every  perfon  v/ho  thought  juftly ;  fince 
it  is  inconfiftent  with  true  honour,  or  tiie  duty  of  a  good  citizen,  to 
conceal  treafonable  counfel  againft  the  liberty  of  his  country,  wherefo- 
ever  projeded  or  fpoken.  'The  pofition,  that  the  oath  of  a  privy-coun- 
fellor  binds  him  to  be  guilty  of  fo  great  a  crime,  is  dangerous,  illegal, 
and  abfurd. 

X  Mr.  St.  John  (hewed,  that  the  law  made  a  diftinftion  between  fub- 
jed's  levying  of  war  againft  fubjccfl  on  matters  of  a  private  nature,  and 
the  levying  of  war  to  enforce  arbitrary  power,  and  alter  the  laws,  fta- 
tutes,  and  government  of  the  realm. 

§  This  was  inflidcd  by  way  of  puniftiment  for  difobedience  to  the 
deputy's  orders.     The  foldiers  that  were  thus  affcfled  on  the  fubjedt 
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Am.  164J.  of  Ireland,  within  the  Irifli  ftatute  of  i  8  Hen.  VI.  *  and 
laftly,  they  found  him  guihy  of  treafon  by  the  common 
law,  in  endeavouring  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws 
and  government  of  the  realms  of  England  and  Ireland, 
and  inftead  thereof  to  introduce  a  tyrannical  government 
againft  law.  The  flrcfs  of  Mr.  St.  John's  argument  w?s, 
that  StraiFord  was  -guilty  of  treafon  by  the  common  law 
of  the  land,  and  that  the  ftatute  of  i  Hen.  IV.  was  only 
to  regulate  the  common  courts  of  juftice,  not  to  limit 
the  power  of  parliaments.  There  feems  to  be  a  great 
deal  of  reafon  in  what  he  urged  on  this  point.     There 

killed  their  cattle,  and  confumed  their  provifion  at  their  pleafure.  This 
bunhen  the  fubjea:  was  to  fuftain  till  they  conformed  in  all  things  to 
the  deputy's  plealurc. 

♦  Concerning  this  article  Strafford  pleaded,  that  by  the  ftatutes  of 
8  Ed.  IV.  and  10  Hen.  VII.  the  Englifh  ftatutes  were  brought  into  Ire- 
land, and  confequejitly  the  Irifli  ftatute  of  18  Hen.  VI.  was  rendered 
invalid  by  the  i  Hen.  IV.  which  fays,  that  in  no  time  to  come  treafon 
(hall  be  adjudged  otherwife  than  is  ordained  by  the  ftatute  25  Ed.  III. 
This   obJ€(5lion   was  little  efficacious,   becaufe  an  ad  of  parliament, 
cnaded  at  the  fame  time  of  that  of  10  Hen.  VII.  declares,  that  all  the 
Irifh  ftatutes  excepting  two,  whereof  the  Irilh  ftatute  j8  Hen.  VI.  was 
none,  fliould  ftill  be  in  force.     To  an  objedtion  Strafford  made,  that 
he  could  not  be  tried  in  England  for  offending  againft  the  Irifh  laws, 
Mr.  St.  John  brought  examples  to  prove  that  feveral  deputies  had  been 
tried  in  England  for  offences  committed  in  Ireland  -,  that  the  common 
law,  the  expofitor  of  ftatutes,  was  the  fame  in  both  countries;  and 
that  writs  of  error  in  pleas  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  in  civil  caufes,  had 
been  brought  even  in   the  inferior  courts  of  Weftminfter,  upon  judg- 
ment given  in  the  courts  of  Ireland ;  that  writs  of  error  lie  in  the  par- 
liament of  England  on  erroneous  judgment  given  in  the  Irifli  parlia- 
ment i  that  acls  of  parliament  made  in  Ireland  have  been  confirmed  by 
the  parliaments  of  England  ♦,  and  that  there  had  been  ftatutes  made  in 
England  which  concerned  the  lives  of  the  Irifli  fubjcfts.    Rujhwortb 
vol.  VIII. 
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have  been  precedents  flnce  that  time  of  men  being  con-  Ann. 
vidled  at  common  law,  and  impeached  and  attainted  by 
parliament,  for  treafons  not  fpecificd  in  the  ftatute  of 
25*  Ed.  III.  Sir  John  Mortimer,  after  i  Hen.  IV.  ;  the 
duke  of  Suffolk  in  Henry  VI.'s  time,  for  making  an  im- 
proper peace  with  France  ;  and  Empfon  and  Dudley,  in 
Henry  VIII.'s  time,  convifled  at  common  law  of  high- 
treafon,  for  fubverting  the  laws  of  the  land  *.  The  fta- 
tute of  Ed.  III.  feems  to  have  been  framed  with  the  laud- 
able intention  of  protedling  the  fubje6t  againft  the  vio- 
lence of  kings  and  minifters,  and  therefore  has  with 
great  care  enumerated  treafons  that  related  perfonally  to 
the  King,  but  meddles  not  with  original  ones,  for  which 
Strafford  was  impeached  ;  concerning  treafons  againft  the 
nation,  fuch  as  diminifliing  its  power,  its  glory,  or  its 
intereft  in  the  way  of  trade :  concerning  treafons  againft 
the  conftitution  and  laws  of  the  land  it  is  entirely  filent, 
and  leaves  their  punifliment  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Ic- 
giflativc  power.  If  thefe  treafons  were  as  well  defined 
as  thofe  which  relate  merely  to  the  perfon  of  the  King, 
it  certainly  would  be  advantageous  to  Liberty  j  but  a  to- 
leration of  them  is  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of 
the  conftitution.  St.  John  did  not  ftri(5tly  confine  his  ar- 
guments to  points  of  law ;  his  warmth  betrayed  him  into 
the  indifcretion  of  advancing  pofitions  which  have  been 
much  cavilled  at:  That  were  the  teftimony  againft  Straf- 
ford not  ftridly  what  the  law  required,  yet,  in  this  way 


i6^t. 


*  The  lawyers,  in  their  pleadings  for  the  profecuted  members,  Sir 
John  Elliot,  l^c.  quoted  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  III.  and  alleged,  that 
the  parliament  was  to  determine  what  was  treafon,  what  not.  The 
lawyers  for  the  crown  alleged,  that  the  pofitive  law  had  always  made 
explication  and  expofttion  on  that  ftatute.     Vide  p.  72. 
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of  bill,  private  fatisfadlion  to  each  man's  confcicnce  was 
fufiicienr ;  that  the  earl  had  no  title  to  plead  law,  be- 
caufe  he  had  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  law.  "  It  is 
true,  added  he,  we  give  law  to  hares  and  deers,  for  they 
arc  beads  of  chacc  ;  but  it  was  never  accounted  cruel  nor 
unfair  to  deftroy  foxes  and  wolves  wherever  they  can  be 
found,  for  they  are  beads  of  prey." 

Though  it  was  highly  imprudent  to  ufe  thefe  argu- 
ments in  a  difcourfe  that  fliould  have  been  merely  con- 
fined to  matter  of  law,  yet  certainly  there  was  reafon 
in  what  St.  John  advanced  ;  A  full  conviction  of  crimes 
may  be  obtained  from  a  complication  of  fadls  and  cir- 
cumdances,  the  nature  of  which,  as  in  this  cafe,  can-* 
not  admit  of  two  witnefles  to  every  article  ;  but  every 
article  and  circumdance  may  fo  corroborate  the  charge, 
as.  to  amount  to  a  more  convincing  proof  than  what  is 
required  by  the  forms  of  the  law :  thefe  forms  ought 
never  to  be  difpenfed  with  in  any  accufation  of  a  private 
nature  j  yet  the  man  who  would  helitate  to  profecutc 
or  condemn  a  criminal,  who  it  was  rationally  proved 
had,  like  Strafford,  been  guilty  of  atrocious  acSls  of  op- 
preflions,  and  made  bold  attempts  to  enflave  his  country, 
mud  be  very  lukewarm  in  the  caufe  of  public  judice, 
and  have  very  narrow  fentiments  in  regard  to  Liberty. 
The  arbitrary  principles  which  it  was  apparent  were  dif- 
fufed  through  all  his  government,  made  him  a  more 
noxious  minider  than  a  million  of  unjud  a<^s  which  had 
been  clear  of  this  tincft.  Arbitrary  principles  dedroy 
Liberty ;  the  evil  is  univerfal  and  perpetual  :  ac^ls  of 
mere  injudice  are  temporary  evils,  and  affect  but  indivi- 
duals. Strafford  preferred  a  petition  to  the  Lords,  that 
7  he 
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he  might  be  heard  again  in  point  of  law,  to  make  a  de-  Ann.  1641. 
fence  againd  the  bill  of  attainder.     This  the  Lords,  out 
of  refpcd  to  the  lower  houfe,  thought  fit  to  deny. 

Charles,  who  had  been  flattered  that  the  Commons, 
in  their  proceedings  againd  Strafford,  would  find  a  firm 
oppofition  from  the  Peers,  was  fo  greatly  alarmed  at  this 
piece  of  complaifance,  that  he  went  immediately  to  the 
upper  houfe,  and  calling  up  the  Commons  to  the  bar, 
made  a  fpeech  to  both  houfcs  to  the  following  cffedl: 
"  That  he  was  convinced  Strafford  had  been  guilty  of 
fuch  mifdemeanors,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  ferve  him  or 
the  commonwealth  in  any  place  of  trud ;  no  not  fo  much 
as  to  be  a  high-condable.  He  had  been  prefent  at  the 
hearing  of  his  trial  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and 
could  not  in  confcience  condemn  him  of  high-treafon. 
He  hoped  they  knew  what  a  tender  thing  confcience 
was ;  he  would  do  great  matters  to  fatisfy  his  people ; 
but  that  no  fear  nor  refpc(5l:  fliould  ever  make  him  go 
againd  his  confcience." 

This  premature  declaration  fet  the  Commons  in  a 
flame.  At  their  return  to  their  houfe,  they  fell  into  a 
hot  debate,  in  which  it  was  faid,  that  his  majedy  had 
in  his  fpeech  plainly  affertcd,  that  an  attempt  to  fubvert 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  introduce  an 
arbitrary  government,  was  not  trcafon  ;  that  if  the  King 
might  take  notice  of  what  bills  were  pafling  in  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  and  declare  his  opinion  l^cfore 
they  came  before  him  in  a  parliamentary  courfc,  it  was 
to  forejudge  their  counfels,  which  would  prevent  them 

from 
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Abo.  1641.  from  applying  remedies  to  the  commonwealth  fuitable 
to  the  difeafes  it  laboured  under.  On  thefe  arguments 
the  houfe  voted,  that  this  adt  of  the  King's  was  the 
mod  unparalleled  breach  of  privilege  that  had  ever  hap- 
pened *.  The  bill  of  attainder  met  with  fo  great  an  op- 
pofition  amongft  the  Peers,  that  the  Commons  would 
have  found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  fucceed  in  this  import- 
ant point,  had  they  not  been  aflifted  by  feveral  favour- 
able occurrences  arifing  from  the  King's  imprudence,  or 
rather  treachery.  The  facility  with  which  the  parliament 
had  hitherto  obtained  what  they  demanded  of  the  King 
had  been  owing  to  his  extreme  defire  to  get  rid  of  fo 
troublefome  a  fet  of  counfellors :  He  every  day  expedled 
that  they  would  difband  both  armies ;  and,  according 
to  what  they  had  artfully  flung  out  in  feveral  fpeeches, 
fettle  on  the  crown  an  ample  revenue  on  an  independant 
fooling.  In  this  fituation  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  he 
fhould  be  able  to  get  rid  of  thofe  fetters  which  his  forced 
conceflions  had  impofed  on  the  monarchy.  But  finding, 
contrary  to  his  hopes,  that  the  Commons,  diftrufting  his 
fincerity,  were  determined,  notwithftandiug  the  expence, 
to  detain  their  Scotch  friends  till  they  had  perfedled  a  re- 
formation on  a  folid  conftitutional  bafis,  he  became  in- 
flamed with  anger  and  impatience,  and  attempted  a  very 
criminal  expedient  to  free  himfelf  from  a  fituation  which 
his  pride  could  no  longer  endure. 

♦  Strafford  cither  being  fenfible  of  the  bad  effeds  which  the  King's 
interfering  might  have  on  his  fate,  or  difgufted  with  the  expreflions  he 
threw  out  concerning  his  conduct,  was  fo  much  hurt  with  this  ftep,  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King,  lignifying  his  wilhcs  that  he  had  left  him 
to  the  juftice  ot  the  Lords. 
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The  two  armies  remained  ftill  in  the  Northern  parts,  Aan^i64i. 
and  were  fupplied  from  time  to  time  with  money  from 
the  parliament.  On  one  particular  occafion  that  the 
Scots  had  made  very  preffing  demands,  ten  thoufand 
pounds  were  fent  to  them  out  of  fifty  thoufand  which 
had  been  defigned  for  the  Englifli  army.  The  EngliQi 
army,  without  attending  to  circumftances,  or  compre- 
hending the  difficulties  the  Commons  lay  under,  (hewed 
fymptoms  of  great  difpleafure.  Commiflary  Wilmot,  a 
member  of  the  lower  houfe,  told  the  fpeaker,  that  if  the 
Scots  could  get  money  for  fending  a  piece  of  paper,  he 
did  not  doubt  but  the  Englifli  officers  would  fall  upon  the 
fame  expedient.  This  coming  to  the  King's  ears,  he  en- 
deavoured to  turn  this  accident  to  his  advantage,  and  at- 
tach the  army  to  himfelf.  In  all  his  converiation  with 
the  general  officers,  he  lamented  the  partiality  of  the 
parliament  to  the  Scots,  and  promifed  if  the  Englifli  of- 
ficers would  be  faithful  to  him,  he  would  pawn  his 
jewels  to  feed  them  and  their  foldiers.  The  earl  of 
Northumberland  and  other  principal  officers  being  in 
London,  the  army  was  commanded  by  Sir  Jacob  Afhley, 
a  creature  of  the  King's,  and  one  whom  Strafford  had  pre- 
ferred to  his  fervice. 

The  queen,  who,  without  the  requifite  talents,  had 
more  than  a  female  propenfity  to  intrigue,  entered  with 
greater  violence  than  judgment  into  the  extreme  of  the 
King's  propofition,  and  formed  a  fcheme  for  bringing  ^"*™p^  ^^ 
the  army  up  to  London,  to  furprize  the  Tower,  over-  army. 
awe  the  parliament,  and  fortify  Portfmouth.  Two 
poets,  Sir  John  Suckling  and  William  Davenanr,  with  a 
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Ann.  1641.  Mr.  Jermyn,  were  her  confidants  and  counfellors.  The 
fcheme  was  communicated  to  the  fon  of  lord  Goring, 
an  officer  of  a  debauched  and  profligate  chara<5ter.  The 
earl  of  Newcaftle  was  to  be  general,  Goring  was  to  be 
Jicutenant-general,  and  the  King  and  prince  of  Wales, 
with  one  thoufand  horfe,  were  to  join  the  troops  in  Not- 
tinghamfliire.  Piercy  brother  to  the  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, Willmot,  Afhburnham,  Pollard,  Berkley,  and 
O'Neal,  had  communicated  with  the  King  on  a  defign 
to  engage  the  army  in  his  favour  ;  and,  according  to 
diredions,  had  drawn  up  a  petition,  which  he  promifed 
to  get  fubfcribed  by  the  officers  of  the  army,  againft 
the  lefTening  the  power  of  bifliops,  againft  the  difband- 
ing  the  Irifli  army  till  the  Scots  were  difbanded,  and  for 
the  fettling  the  King's  revenue ;  promifing  their  affiftance 
for  the  accomplifhing  thefe  points  *.  To  this  petition 
the  King  had  the  imprudence  to  fign  C.  R.  as  a  token  of 
his  approbation. 

Bold  and  dangerous  as  was  the  defign,  yet  it  did  not 
match  the  violence  of  the  queen's  temper,  nor  entirely 
fatisfy  the  King.  Piercy,  the  principal  agent  between 
the  King  and  thefe  officers,  was  prcfTcd  by  the  King  to 
admit  Goring  and  Jermyn  into  their  cabal ;  and  this, 
notwithftanding  Piercy  reprefented  that  the  things  thefe 
men  aimed  at  were  beyond  what  the  army  could  be 
brought  to  undertake,  it  was  at  length ,  refolved,  that 

•  Clarendon  pretends  to  give  the  true  petition  which  was  prefcnted 
to  the  Kingi  but  Rapin  has  fhewed,  that  this  petition  inferted  in  the 
Hiflory  of  the  Civil  Wars  could  not  be  the  real  one,  becaufe  it  men- 
tions  fads  which  happened  after  the  time  the  plot  was  difcovered  Ra- 
fw,  vol,  XI.  p.  134. 
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the  two  fcts  of  confpirators  fliould  meet  to  determine  on  Ann.  1641. 
a  general  plan  of  adion,  under  an  oath  of  fecrecy  not  to 
communicate  any  thing  that  fhould  pafs  amongft  them. 
The  army,  very  much  to  their  honour,  had  the  good 
fenfe  to  rejedl:  fome  propofals  that  were  made  to  them 
from  this  cabal ;  and  Goring,  having  quarrelled  with 
the  party,  difcovered  the  whole  plot  to  the  leaders  of  the  difcoJcr^cd. 
parliament. 

Mr.  Pym  communicated  the  intelligence  to  the  houfe. 
There  were  informations  given,  he  faid,  of  defperate  de- 
figns,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  againft  the  parliament 
and  the  peace  of  the  nation.  There  was  an  endeavour 
to  difaffedt  the  army,  and  bring  them  to  over-awe  the 
parliament ;  there  was  a  defign  upon  the  Tower,  and 
attempts  for  the  earl  of  Strafford  to  efcape  ;  that  thefe 
combinations  at  home  had  a  correfpondency  with  prac- 
tices abroad :  The  French  were  drawing  down  their 
forces  to  the  fea-fide  ;  there  was  caufe  to  fear  their  in- 
tent was  upon  Portfmouth  ;  divers  perfons  of  eminency 
about  the  queen  were  deeply  engaged  in  thefe  plots. 
Both  houfes  were  fo  affected  with  the  profpecft  of  their 
danger,  that  a  proteftation,  declaring  that  the  fubfcribers  Protcfiaticn 
would  unite  to  defend  their  Religion  and  Liberties,  was  houfes.^ 
taken  by  almoft  every  member  of  the  Commons  houfe*, 


•  The  preamble  to  the  proteftation  relate?,  that  the  members  of  il\c 
Commons  houfe  finding  the  church  in  danger  from  the  late  bold  prac- 
tices of  the  adherents  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  and  that  there  had  been 
and  were  endeavours,  even  during  the  fitting  of  parliament,  to  fub- 
vert  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  to  introduce  aa 
arbitrary  government;  that  through  the  unhappy  breach  of  parlkments 
the  fi.bjeds  had  been  vexed  with  divers  opnreHions,fuper(lition  brought 

Vol.  U.  Ooo  into 
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Ana.  1541.  and  by  all  the  Lords,  except  Southampton  and  Roberts, 
who  refufcd  it  on  pretence  that  there  was  no  law  that 
enjoined  it.  A  few  days  afterwards,  by  an  order  of 
the  Commons,  the  proteftation  was  publifhed,  with  an 
explanation  that  the  dodlrine  of  the  church,  fpccified 
in  it  to  be  defended,  was  only  meant  fo  far  as  it  was 
oppofite  to  Popery  and  Popifh  innovations ;  not  to  ex- 
tend to  the  maintaining  any  form  of  worfliip,  difciplinc, 
government,  rites  or  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. The  proteftation,  with  this  explanation,  was  re- 
commended by  the  lower  houfc  to  be  taken  by  the  whole 
nation*.  ' 


The  Commons  were  not  deficient  in  the  neceflary 
meafures  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  their  enemies  :  They 
fent  cloaths  and  provifions  to  the  army,  with  a  letter 
promiiing  the  fpeedy  payment  of  their  arrears.  The 
lord  Mandeville,  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  and  Sir  John  Clot- 
worthy  were  fent  down  toPortfmouth  to  infpecSt  the  crar- 
rifon,  and,  if  they  faw  caufe,  to  fecure  the  governor :  fif- 

into  the  church,  multitudes  driven  out  of  his  majefty's  dominions,  a. 
Popifh  army  levied  in  Ireland,  and  two  armies  maintained  in  the  bowels 
of  the  kingdom,  to  the  confumption  of  the  treafure  of  the  realm  •,  and 
finding  that  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to  incline  the  Enalilli  armv  to 
fupport  by  force  wicked  counfels,  have,  ^c.  RuJbzx;ortb,  vol.  IV- 
p.  241. 

*  The  Commons  paffed  a  bill  for  the  general  taking  the  proteftation. 
On  the  Lords  throwing  this  bill  out  of  their  houfe,  the  Commons  pafl'ed 
the  following  votes,  and  ordered  them  to  be  printed  ;  "jiz.  That  this 
declaration  is  fit  to  be  taken  by  every  one  that  is  well-afiTe^ted  in  reli^ 
gion,  and  to  the  good  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  therefore  whoever 
refufes  to  take  it  is  unworthy  to  bear  office  in  the  church  or  common- 
wealth.    Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  IX.  p.  463,  i^  fei, 
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teen  barrels  of  gunpowder,  going  that  way,  were  flayed*,  ^"°-  ^^4' 
orders  given  that  the  forces  in  WiltQiire  and  Hampfhire 
be  drawn  towards  Portfmouth,  and  the  forces  in  Kent 
and  SufTex  towards  Dover.  All  the  fea-ports  were  fhut 
up,  and  Strafford  made  clofe  prifoner.  The  Commons 
declared,  that  whofoever  fhould  give  counfel  or  afTiilance 
to  bring  any  foreign  force  into  the  kingdom,  unlefs  by 
command  of  his  majefly,  with  confent  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  fhould  be  adjudged  as  public  enemies  to  the 
King  and  kingdom.  The  queen  having  declared  her 
intentions  to  go  to  Portfmouth,  was  addreiled  by  both 
houfes  to  lay  afide  her  journey. 

On  the  fiifl  intimation  of  a  difcovery,  Piercy  con- 
cealed himfelf,  and  Jermyn  fled  the  kingdom  *.  Pro- 
clamations were  ifTued  for  apprehending  the  confpirators. 
Goring  delivered  his  evidence  before  the  houfe  ;  and 
Piercy  wrote  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  con- 
fefling  all  the  particulars  f :  They  both  agreed  in  their 
teftimonies  with  regard  to  the  oath  of  fecrecy,  which 
circumflance  was  denied  by  Pollard,  Afhburnham,  and 


•  Both  houfes  fent  to  defire  the  King  to  prevent  any  fervant  of  his 
or  the  qviecn  to  abfent  themfelves  till  examination  was  perfected :  this 
he  promifdd  to  perform ;  and  notwithftaliding  gave  a  paffport  to  Henry 
Jermyn.     MS.  Journals  of  the  Lords, 

-f-  The  King  called  God  to  witnefs,  that  he  never  knew  of  any  de- 
fign  to  bring  the  army  up  to  London.  This  circumftance  carries  a 
ftrong  mark  of  Charles's  character.  It  appears  by  this  depofition,  fays 
Rapin,  that  fuch  a  defign  was  propofed  in  the  affembly  of  officers, 
but  not  approved  ;  fo  the  King  could  affirm  he  knew  of  no  fuch  refolu- 
tion,  becaufe,  in  effed,  it  was  never  refolved,  though  he  was  not  igno- 
rant of  its  having  been  propofed. 
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Ann.  1641.  Wilmot.  One  captain  Billingfly  being  examined  upon 
oath,  confefled  that  Sir  John  Suckling  had  offered  him 
promotion  ;  that  having  notice  to  attend  at  the  privy 
lodgings  at  Whitehall,  he  there  received  orders  to  get  an 
hundred  men  to  ferve  in  the  Tower  under  him,  being 
threatened  withal,  that  if  he  failed  he  fhould  anfwer  it 
with  his  life.  Sir  William  Balfour,  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  depofed,  that  he  had  orders  to  receive  captain 
Billingfly,  with  an  hundred  men,  into  the  Tower:  That 
at  the  fame  time  the  carl  of  Strafford  informed  him  of 
his  intended  efcape ;  told  him,  that  without  his  concur- 
rence it  could  not  be  done  -y  that  if  he  would  confent  he 
would  make  him  prefent  payment  of  twenty-two  thou* 
land  pounds,  befides  a  good  marriage  for  his  fon  * : 
That  he,  the  lieutenant,  replied,  he  was  fo  far  from  con- 
curring therein,  that  he  was  not  to  be  farther  moved  in 
fuch  a  thing. 

The  parliament  prefented  an   addrefs  for  difarming 
Papifts  t,  and  removing  them  from  court  J,  and  for  di^ 


•  He  was  offered  a  daughter  of  Strafford's  for  a  match  with  his  fon.^ 
The  lord  Cottington,  conftable  of  the  Tower,  had  mounted  artillery 
on  its  walls ;  but  on  a  reprefentation  of  the  Commons,  the  artillery 
was  difmounted,  Cottington*s  command  cancelled,  and  the  care  of  the 
Tower  wholly  configncd  to  Balfour.  Some  time  after,  the  carl  of  New- 
port was  made  conitable. 

f  In  the  Englilh  army  there  was  a  troop  called  Reformadoes.  This 
troop,  1  imagMie,  confided  of  men  who  had  renounced  Popery.  The 
houfe  of  Commons,  however,  were  jealous  of  them,  and  ordered  the 
lord-gencral  to  dirtjand  them.  By  the  fame  authority,  all  the  officers 
and  common  ibld:crs  who  were  Papifts  were  turned  out  of  the  army. 

J  The  parlian-ent  complained,  that  the  proclamation  which  had  iC 
fued  out  on  a  former  petition  againft  Papifts  was  very  fallacious  and 
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banding  the  Irifli  army.  Charles  anfwcrcd,  that  he  Aon.  1541. 
would  take  care  that  there  fliould  be  no  jufl  caufc  o£ 
fcandal  as  to  Papifts  j  but  he  met  with  difficulties  in  dif- 
banding  the  IriQi  army  ;  that  it  would  become  the  par- 
liament to  begin  with  difbanding  the  two  armies  in  Eng- 
land. This  anfwer  exafperated  the  houfes.  Tumults, 
daily  increafed.  The  frightened  citizens  were  every  day 
alarmed  with  the  account  of  frefli  confpiracies.  In  Lan- 
cafliire  great  multitudes  of  Papifts  were  gathered  toge-- 
ther :  they  held  fecret  meetings,  and  appointed  fafts  for 
the  fuccefs  of  fome  great  event;  and  the  priefts  had  the 
imprudence  to  declare,  that  the  parliament  would  foon- 
be  diffolved,  for  the  Englifli  army  was  to  march  up  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  King,  and  that  they  would  be  joined 
by  French  forces.  Intelligence  was  given  of  provifion  of. 
arms  making  beyond  fea.  Sir  Philip  Cartwrighr,  go- 
vernor of  Guernfey,  wrote  word,  that  he  heard  the  French 
had  a  deUgn  on  that  ifland,  or  on  fome  part  of  England^ 
From  letters  that  were  ftopped  going  to  and  coming  fromi 
France,  it  appeared,  that  the  earl  of  Strafford  was  expedled 
there,  and  that  the  cardinal  had  been  folicited  to  interrupt 
the  proceedings  of  the  parliament  *, 

unfatisfafbory ;  that  they  flill  obtained  letters  of  grace  to  proteft  them>; 
and  that  a  complaint  had  been  made  before  the  judges  in  the  King's- 
Bench  ;  that  there  were  above  fix  thoufand  Recuiants  in  one  pariQi,. 
In  the  heighth  of  that  popular  odium  which  the  party  of  Recufants  had 
incurred,  one  James,  a  Papift,  aflauked  and  ftabbed  with  a  knife  Hey- 
wood,  a  juftiLC  of  peace,  for  having  prepared  a  lift  of  Recufants  to  be 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  Commons.  This  ad  of  violence  helped  to 
inflame  and  alarm  the  nation  to  that  degree,  that  Clarendon  looks  upon 
h  as  one  of  the  incidents  that  hurried  on  the  fate  of  Strafford. 

•  The  following  are  paffages  of  a  curious  letter  \Yritten  from  Father 
yhilips,  the  queen's  confeflbr,  to  Wat  Mountague,  a  Papift  in  France. 
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Ann.  1641.  Twenty  fholirand  inhabitants  of  London,  of  good 
rank  and  quality,  prefented  a  petition  to  both  hoiifes, 
that  they  would  determine  the  fate  of  Strafford  ;  it 
complained  of  grievances  unredreffed  ;  and  that  the  in- 
cendiaries of  the  kingdom,  and  other  notorious  offenders, 
were  left  unpunifhed.  The  names  of  the  fifty-nine 
Commoners  who  voted  againft  the  bill  of  attainder, 
were  pafled  up  under  the  title  of  StrafFordians,  and  be- 
trayers  of  their  country  *.      The  Spanifli  ambafTador, 

**  The  good  King  and  quctn  are  left  very  naked  :  the  Puritans,  if 
they  duril,  would  pull  the  good  queen  in  pieces.  Can  the  go^>d  king 
of  France  fuffer  a  daughter  of  France,  his  filter,  and  lier  children,  to 
be  thus  affronted  ?  Can  the  wife  cardinal  fuffer  England  and  Scotland  to 
unite,  and  not  be  able  to  difcern  that  in  the  end  it  is  like  they  will  join 
together,  and  turn  heads  againft  France  ?  A  ftirring,  adive  ambafTddor 
might  do  good  here.  I  have  fcnt  you  a  copy  of  the  King's  fpeech  on 
Saturday  laft,  at  which  time  he  difcharged  his  confcience  concerning  the 
earl  of  Strafford,  and  was  advifed  to  make  that  fpeech  by  the  earl  of 
Briftol  and  lord  Saville."     Rujhivorib^  vol.  IV.  p.  257. 

Father  Philips  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  tumults  which  hap- 
pened at  this  time :  "  The  King  is  much  deje(5led,  adds  he,  the  Lords 
much  affrighted,  which  made  the  citizens  and  the  houfe  of  Commons 
Ihew  their  heads.  Some  have  braved  little  Icfs  than  to  dethrone  his 
majefty,  who,  if  he  had  but  an  ordinary  fpirit,  might  eafily  fupprefs 
and  quafli  thcfe  people."     Rujhwortby  vol.  Vill.  p.  751. 

Clarendon  accufes  the  lord  Say  of  having,  with  a  treacherous  defign, 
advifed  the  King  to  make  a  fpeech  in  favour  of  Strafford.     Father  Phi- 
lips is  at  this  time  a  better  authority  for  what  related  to  the  fccrcts  of 
the  court. 

*  In  this  lift  was  the  lord  Digby,  who,  to  the  furprize  of  all  his 
hearers,  had  made  a  very  warm  fpeech  in  the  houfe  againft  the  bill 
of  attainder.  This  light  young  man  had  entered  with  great  vehemence 
into  the  oppofition ;  and  his  eloquence  had  gained  him  fo  much  repu- 
tation with  the  party,  that  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  managers  to 
fupport  the  charge  againft  the  earl  of  Strafford.     This  he  did  with  fuch 
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whofe  houfe  was  a  notorious  receptacle  of  Papiils,  was  Ann.  1641, 
infulted  by  the  mob.  The  queen  mother,  who  remained 
ftill  in  England,  was  fo  terrified  with  the  curfcs  and  im- 
precations of  the  people,  that  flie  defired  to  have  a  guard  : 
no  foldiers  could  be  found  who  would  undertake  the 
employment.  This  being  reprefented  to  the  houfe,  they 
agreed,  that  her  perfon  Ihould  be  protected  by  a  guard, 
but  at  the  fame  time  defired  (he  might  be  moved  to  leave 
the  kingdom,  for  the  quieting  of  people's  jealoufies,  oc- 
cafioned  by  ill  inllruments  about  her  perfon,  and  the 
flocking  of  pricfts  and  Papifts  to  her  houfe  *.     The  bill 


judicious  acrimony,  that  when  Strafford  excepted  againft  the  lord  Cork 
as  a  witncfs,  becaufe  he  might  be  influenced  by  refentment  for  received 
injuries,  Digby  replied,  "  Truly  if  ill  will  to  my  lord  Strafford  Ihould 
be  an  exception   to  a  witnefs,  I  am  afraid  there  vail  be  few  in  the  three 
kingdoms  whole  teftimonials  will  not  be  prejudiced."     He  was  not  lefs 
fevere  upon  this  offender  in  his  fpeech  for  triennial  parliaments :  "  He 
muft  not  hope  to  be  forgiven  in  this  world,  faid  he,  till  he  is  difpatched 
to  another."     Notwithllanding  this  appearance  of  zeal  in  the  caule  of 
juftice  and  his  country,  Digby  had  enlifted  under  the  banners  of  Li- 
berty on  no  one  folid  principle.     His  patriotifm  arofe  from  the  refent- 
ment of  the  affronts  his  father  had  received  from  the  King,  and  his  g*   cc  j. 
having  been  himfelf  fent  to  the  Fleet  on  a  trifling  occafion.     On  his  Letter?, 
becoming  confiderable  in  the  lower  houfe,  he  found  a  very  different  ^°l*^*P'*^'* 
reception  at  court,  and  became  fo  intoxicated  on  receiving  fome  fmiles 
from  the  queen,   that  he  entered  with  impetuofity  into  the  meafures 
of  the  crown,  was  the  undertaker  and  executor  of  all  the  low  fchemes 
forged  at  Whitehall,  and  was  fo  bafe,  that  being  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  manage  the  profecution  againft  Strafford,  he  ftole  away  Wnidock. 
the  paper  of  Sir  Henry  Vane's  notes,  and  made  a  folemn  proteftation 
to  the  houfe,  that  he  did  not  convey  it  away,  nor  did  he  know  what 
was  become  of  it. 

*  Sir  John  Holland,  in  ^  fpeech  he  made  concerning  grievances, 
complained,  that  foreigners  and  ftrangers  were  entertained  at  the  excef- 
five  charge  of  the  crown.     The  allowance  Charles  L  made  the  queen- 
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of  attainder  not  having  yet  pafTed  the  Lords,  the  people, 
with  loud  cries  for  juftice,  crouded  round  that  houfe] 
and  when  any  one  of  that  body,  who  were  thought  not 
to  favour  the  bill,  appeared,  they  were  furrounded  by 
the  populace,  who  profefled  that  they  would  be  governed 
and  difpofed  by  the  honourable  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
defend  their  .privileges  according  to  their  late  protefta- 
tion.  At  length,  when  the  dependants  on  the  crown 
were  frightened  from  their  attendance  by  the  rage  of 
the  people,  the  bill  of  attainder  pafTcd,  with  nineteen 
diiTenting  votes,  the  houfe  being  compofcd  of  forty-five 
members  *. 

The  pafling  this  bill  was  not  the  only  advantage  the 
popular  party  gained  by  the  terror  and  refentmcnt  of  the 
public  on  the  difcovery  of  the  late  plot.     All  the  money 

mother  was  one  hundred  pounds  a-day.     Pari.  Hijl.  vol  IX    d  7r 
MafsHtJi.  book  I.  p.  108.  '  ^  '^' 

*  The  following  daufe  is  in  the  bill  of  attainder :  «  Provided  that 
no  judge  or  judges,  juilrce  or  jullices  whatibcver,  fliall  adjudge  or  in- 
terpret any  ac^  or  thing  to  be  treafon,  nor  hear  or  determine  treafon 
in  any  other  manner  than  he  or  they  fhould  or  ought  to  have  dore  be' 
fore  the  paOlng  this  ad."  This  clauie,  which  relates  to  judges  in  in- 
ferior  courts,  is  confiftent  with  all  the  arguments  urged  by  The  Com 
mons  for  the  It-gal.ty  of  their  proceedings  againft  Strafford  ;  the  ftatute 
ot  I  Hen.  IV.  cap.  xvn.  being,  as  they  aflcrted,  to  take  away  the  par- 
liamentary  power  of  declaration  of  treaibns,  whereby  the  inferior  courts 
receive  jurifdiAion,  and  reftrain  it  to  bill,  that  it  might  operate  no  far- 
ther than  to  the  particulars  contained  in  the  bill.  This  claufe  of  the 
Commons,  in  the  bill  of  attainder  againft  Strafford,  fhews  a  very  laud 
able  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  public  Liberty  ;  yet  it  has  been  rc- 
prefented  by  monarchical  writers,  that  the  bill  of  attainder  was  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary  a  nature,  that  the  legiflators  thenjfelves  were  obliged  to  in- 
fert  a  claule  that  it  Ihould  never  be  drawn  into  precedent. 
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for  the  payment  of  the  armies,  and  the  gratifying  the  Ann.  1641. 
Scots,  had  been  raifed  in  the  city  of  London  j  fome  part 
of  it  on  the  credit  of  particulars  who  were  members  of 
the  lower  houfe,  Thefe  creditors  began  now  to  confider 
on  the  defperatencfs  of  their  fituation,  if  the  parliament 
fhould  be  fuddenly  diflblved  before  an  ad  pafTcd  for 
their  indemnification.  The  commifTaries  of  the  money 
negotiation  faid,  there  was  no  hope  of  borrowing  more 
money  on  the  flender  fecurity  of  parliament,  fincc  it  had 
been  found  out,  by  the  late  difcovery  of  a  plot,  that 
there  was  no  good  meaning  towards  that  afTembly.  To 
obviate  thefe  difficulties  it  was  agreed,  that  a  bill  (hould 
be  prepared,  that  this  parliament  fhould  not  be  adjourn- 
ed, prorogued,  or  difTolved,  but  by  a<5t  of  parliament. 
It  was  urged,  that  this  expedient  was  the  only  way  to 
calm  the  fears  of  the  people,  and  fatisfy  them  that  the 
King's  intentions  were  gracious ;  that  for  this  reafon  he 
could  never  deny  his  allent.  The  motion  was  received 
with  univerfal  approbation :  a  fhort  bill  was  prepared, 
and  pafled  the  houfe  with  little  oppofition ;  the  Lords 
propofed  an  alteration,  that  the  time  (hould  be  limited, 
and  not  be  left  indefinite  ;  but  the  Commons  flanding  tinuing*t*he" 
firmly  to  their  own  bill,  the  Lords  gave  up  the  point,  and  p^es"bmh 
pafled  it  without  any  alteration. 


houlcs. 


During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  King's  fituation  was 
truly  pitiable :  His  imprudence  had  raifed  a  ferment 
through  the  whole  kingdom,  which  threatened  a  dan- 
gerous commotion ;  nor  could  he,  in  the  prefent  exigen- 
cies, find  any  refource,  or  other  fecurity  for  his  perfonal 
fafety,  than  fubmitting  to  the  will  of  the  people.  The 
judges,  on  being  confulted,  declared  the  bill  was  legal, 
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Ann.  164!.  and  that  the  earl  was  guilty  of  treafon.  The  privy- 
council,  without  one  of  the  body  venturing  to  interpofc 
other  opinion,  told  him,  that  there  was  no  other  way  to 
prefcrve  himfelf  and  pofteriiy  than  by  paffing  the  bill 
of  attainder  againfl  Strafford.  The  queen  became  an 
importunate  folicitor  for  his  death  :  fhe  was  driven 
to  this  by  her  fears,  and  the  artful  infinuations  of  fome 
of  her  confidants,  particularly  the  earl  of  Holland,  who 
flattered  her  with  hopes  that  on  the  death  of  Strafford, 
and  Laud,  her  authority  over  the  King  would  be  yet  more 
abfolute ;  and  flie  might,  by  interpofing  her  influence  to- 
wards the  obtaining  what  was  fo  ardently  defired  by  the 
public,  gain  fome  intereft  with  the  popular  party.  The 
King,  in  his  anxiety  of  mind,  put  the  cafe  of  confcience 
to  feveral  bifhops  ;  they  applied  themfelves  to  remove 
his  fcruples  :  amongft  thefe  was  Williams,  who,  not- 
withftanding  his  former  difcouragements  and  ill  ufage, 
cringed  and  fawned  to  Charles  *  and  his  party,  and  on 

•  Befidcs  the  profccutions  already  mentioned.  Laud  had  entered  an- 
other againft  this  prelate,  in  order  to  degrade  him.     Williams  appealed 
to  a  parliament  i  but  the  difficulties  of  the  miniftry  increafing,  the  af- 
fair was  dropped.     Williams  had  lain  above  three  years  and  an  half  in 
the  Tower  when  this  parliament  met :  he  in  vain  petitioned  the  King 
for  his  liberty,  and  his  writ  as  a  peer  to  fit  in  parliament.     The  houfc 
of  Lords,  fixteen  days  after  their  meeting,  fent  an  order  to  the  lieutc- 
Bant  of  the  Tower  to  deliver  him,  and  he  was  conduced  by  their  u(her 
to  the  houfe.     Willianw  had  drawn  up  an  hiftory  of  his  fufferings,  with 
an  intention  to  prefcnt  it  to  the  parliament  •,  but  he  no  fooner  was  in  a 
capacity  to  perform  fcrvile  offices  for  the  crown,  than  he  oppofed  all  the 
popular  motions  in  a  manner  which  at  length  drew  fome  civilities  from 
the  King,  who  fent  to  confer  with  him  concerning  his  affairs,  diredcd  all 
t         orders  filed  againft  him  to  be  erafed,  promoted  him  to  the  fee  of  York, 
and  permitted  him  to  hold  his  deanry  of  Wcftminftcr  in  commendam. 
Ihckct's  Ufe  6f  miHams,  fol.  &  od.  cd.    " 

thefe 


thefc  merits  was  promoted  to  the  archbifliopric  of  York.  Ann.  1641. 
Williams  ftated  the  cafe  to  him  in  the  following  man- 
ner;  "  Whether,  as  his  majefty  refers  his  own  judg- 
ment to  his  judges,  in  whofe  perfon  they  ad  in  the 
courts  of  law,  and  it  lies  on  them  if  an  innocent  man 
fufFer,  his  majefty  may  not  fatisfy  his  confcience  in  the 
prefent  matter;  that  fincc  competent  judges  in  law  have 
awarded,  that  they  find  guilt  of  treafon  in  the  earl,  that 
he  may  fufFer  that  judgment  to  ftand,  though  in  his  pri- 
vate  mind  he  is  not  fatisfied  that  the  lord  Strafford  is 
criminal," 

This  is  a  fenfible  date  of  the  queftion,  which  was  in 
reality  a  point  of  honour,  not  of  confcience  ;  fince  a 
King  of  England  ought  never  to  interpofe  his  private 
opinion  againft  the  other  parts  of  the  legiilature,  and 
what  is  declared  by  the  proper  judges  to  be  the  law  of 
the  land.  The  queftion  by  Charles  ought  to  have  been 
confidered  in  this  light ;  Whether  as  Strafford's  guilt  was 
incuiTed  with  his  approbation,  under  the  affurance  of 
his  fupport  and  protection,  the  laws  of  honour  bound 
him  to  run  the  hazard  of  his  perfonal  fafety,  together 
with  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  to  make  good  that  cri- 
minal  promife.  Laws  of  honour,  fuch  as  thefe,  are  ar- 
tificial  bonds,  calculated  for  the  prefervation  of  indivi- 
duals,  affociated  in  illegal  combinations,  and  fubfcribed 
to  by  men.  who,  having  thrown  off  all  civil  ties,  have 
no  rule  of  fafety  but  from  mutual  confidence,  and  the 
hardy  refolutions  of  their  companions  in  villainy.  If  a 
fteady  adherence  to  fuch  principles  may  be  efteemed  laud- 
able among  a  licentious  banditti,  they  cannot,  I  think, 
be  fuppofed  to  bind  a  monarch  in  his  royal  capacity, 
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Ann.  1641.  Charles's  fcruples,  however,  were  invincible ;  and  he  was 
at  length  brought  to  pafs  the  a(fV,  though  he  thought  in 
doing  it  he  committed  an  unpardonable  crime. 

* 

It  is  faid,  that  what   determined  him  was  a  letter 
from  Strafford,  in  which  he  intreated  him  to  put  an  end 
to  his  unfortunate,  however  innocent,  life ;  and  quiet  the 
tumultuous  people  by  granting  them  that  rcqueft  for 
which  they  were  fo  importunate.     "  My  con  lent,  faid 
the  writer,  will  more  acquit  you  to  God  than  all*  tl>e 
world  can  do ;  befide,   to  a  willing  man,   there  i^  no  in- 
jury *      And  as,  by  God's  grace,  I  forgive  all  the  world 
with  a  calmnefs  and  meeknefs  of  infinite  contentment 
to  my  diflodging  foul,   fo,  Sir,   to  you  1  can   refign  the 
life  of  this  world  with  all  imaginable  chearfulnefs."     It 
is  faid  that  this  letter  was  dicftated  by  defpair,  and  that 
Strafford   had  certain   intelligence  that  he  lliould  be  de- 
prived  of  his  life  in  the  Tower,  if  the  King  refufed  to 
pafs  the  bill.     It  is  probable,  that   he  wrote  the  letter 
with  an  intention  to  excite  the  King  to  make  an  effort  to 
fave  him.     It  is  certain,  he  fhewed  figns  of  difappoint- 
ment  and   furprize  when    he  was  informed  by  fecreiary 
Carleton^  that  the  King  liad  granted  a  commiffion  to  four 
lords  to  pafs  the  bill  of  attainder.    It  was  with  fome  diffi- 
culty that  he  could  believe  the  fatal  tidings  ;  but  on  be- 
ing  affurcd  of  their  certainty,  he  rofe  up  from  his  chair 
with  marks  of  aftonifliment  and  horror,  lifted  up  his  eyes 
to  Heaven,  laid  his  hand  on  his  breail,  and  exclaimed, 

•  The'Kinp;  hatl  fcnt  a  letter  to  StrafFord  during  liis  conHnement,  l^n 
which  he  afTarcd  him,  upon  the  word  of  a  King,  thit  he  (hould  not  fuf- 
fcrinlife,  honour,  or  fortune.     S/rafcrd*s  Le/Urs^  vcl.  11.  p.  4;  6. 
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"  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in  the  fons  of  men,  Ann.  i"64i. 
for  in  them  there  is  no  falvaiion." 

The  commiffioners  appointed  to  pafs  the  bill  of  at- The  King 
tainder  were  at  the  fame  time  impowered  to  give  the  s^"afford? 
royal  aflent  to  the  bill  for  the  continuance  of  the  parlia-  attainder.and 

'  ^  to  the  bill  for 

ment.     Charles,  tortured  with  the  pangs  of  (hame  and  continuing 
remorfe  for  the  yielding  to  Strafford's  doom,  paffed  this  menr^""' 
bill  without  attending  to  its  importance.     One  fruitlefs  ^^^ '°' 
effort  was  made  by  the  King  to  fave  his  unfortunate 
minifter:  He  fent  a  letter  to  the  Lords,  defiring  that  he 
might  fulfil  the  natural  courfe  of  his  life  in  a  clofe  and 
perpetual  imprifonment,  but  concludes,  "If  no  lefs  than 
his  life  can  fatisfy  my  people,  I  m«fl  fay  fat  jujiitia:' 
To  this  was  added  a  poflfcript:  "  If  he  mufl  die,  it  were 
charity  to  reprieve  him  till  Saturday  *."  This  letter  of  in*- 
terccflion,  though  delivered  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  did 
not  alter  the  prefent  determinations  of  the  Lords  :   they 
deputed  twelve  of  their  houfe  to  fatisfy  the  King;   that^ 
even  a  delay  of  Strafford's  execution  would  endanger  his 
own  and  his  family's  fafety.     Charles  yielded  to  the  ne- 
ccffity  of  the  juncture,  and  told   the  Lords,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  fave  Strafford  to  his  people's  difcontent.  The- 
twelfth  of  May   was  appointed   for  the  execution,  and: 
Strafford,  being  fenfible  that  all  endeavours  to  poftpone 

♦  Burnet  fays,  that  he  was  told  by  Mollis  himfelf,  whofe  fifter  Straf- 
ford had  marri-d,  that  he  drew  up  a  petition  for  Strafford,  and  a  fpeech: 
for  the  King  to  make  to  both  houfL-s  in  his  favour;  that  the  quera 
not  only  prtv-ntcd  the  King's  goin^/  to  the  parliament,  and' changed 
the  fp-ech  into  a  meflage,  but  prevailed  with  him  to  add  the  poftfcrrpr, 
•*  If  he  mull  die,  it  were  charity  to  reprieve  him  till  Saturday."  Bur- 
ned: Iliji.  cf  lii:  Cwfj  'limiS,  vol.  1.  p.  b  . 
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Ana.  1641.  it  would  bc  incffedual,  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Peers, 
praying  for  their  inierceffion  with  the  King  in  behalf  of 
his  children ;  and  prepared  himfelf  for  death. 

In  thefe  moments  of  terror,  he  wanted  that  confola- 
tion  which  fupports  innocence  when  opprcfled  by  the 
ftroke  of  power  ;  he  wanted  that  fore-tafte  of  glory 
which  accompanies  great  characters,  when  fcfffering  in 
the  caufe  of  virtue ;  he  wanted  the  corapaffion  of  man- 
kind, which  commonly  attends  the  diftrefled.  Deprived 
of  thefe  fuccours,  he  found  in  fuperftition,  that  cordial 
to  the  weak  and  wicked,  ample  refources  on  this  tre- 
mendous occafion.  Strafford,  in  the  courfe  of  his  admi- 
niftration,  had  been  a  great  promoter  of  what  was  called 
the  caufe  of  God;  viz,  the  intereft  of  the  church;  many 
of  his  oppreflions  in  his  Irifh  government  were  com- 
mitted with  a  view  to  enrich  churchmen,  and  exalt  the 
power  of  the  hierarchy.  This  was  regarded  by  Laud  as 
the  moft  orthodox  of  Chriflian  virtues.  Although  Straf- 
ford had  directed  his  conduct  in  this  point  to  the  fole 
view  of  promoting  his  intereft  witli  this  prelate,  yet  he 
flattered  himfelf  he  had  attained  great  merit  in  having 
been  a  promoter  of  the  glory  of  the  church ;  and,  as  his 
oppreflions  on  this  head  were  part  of  his  accufation,  he 
efteemed  himfelf  a  kind  of  martyr  to  the  caufe  of  God. 
The  day  before  his  execution  he  had  earneftly  folicited 
an  interview  with  Laud  ;  on  being  denied,  he  fent  him 
a  meflage,  that  he  defired  his  prayers  that  night,  and  his 
blefling  on  the  morning. 


Strafford's 
execution. 


^H 


In   pafling  from   his   apartment  to  Tower-Hill,  he 
flopped  under  Laud's  windows,  and  entreated  the  aflift- 
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ance  of  his  prayers  in  thofe  awful  moments  which  were  Ann.  1641. 
approaching.  A  very  tender  fcene  pafled  between  thefe 
fellow-fufferers,  who  had  been  aflbciates  in  power :  the 
aged  prelate,  diflblved  in  tears,  pronounced,  with  a 
broken  voice,  a  blefling  on  his  departing  friend  and  con- 
vert ;  then,  over-prefied  with  the  tide  of  forrow,  funk 
down  in  the  arms  of  his  attendants.  Strafford,  with  a 
determined  countenance,  marched  on  to  meet  his  fate : 
Archbifhop  Uflier,  primate  of  Ireland,  attended  him  on 
the  fcafibld.  On  feeing  his  brother  Sir  George  Went- 
worth  weeping,  he  told  him  not  to  lament,  but  rejoice 
in  his  innocence  and  approaching  happinefs  ;  that  no 
thoughts  of  envy,  no  dreams  of  treafon,  jealoulies,  or 
cares  for  the  King  or  ftate,  or  for  himfelf,  would  inter- 
rupt that  eafy  fleep.  He  then  kneeled  down,  and,  in  a 
folemn  manner,  made  a  proteftation,  that  as  far  as  he 
could  underftand  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge,  nor  ever  had  intention  to  prejudice  the 
King,  the  ftate,  the  laws,  or  the  religion  of  the  king- 
dom *.  He  defired  leave  to  make  a  fpeech  to  the  people: 
In  this  fpeech  he  aflerted,  that  he  was  very  far  from  be- 
ing againft  parliaments,  and  did  always  think  parlia- 
ments to  be  the  happy  conftitution  of  the  King  and  king- 
dom, and  the  beft  means  under  God  to  make  the  King 
and  his  people  happy  f*     He  profefled,  that  he  was  an 

•  He  thought  it  no  prejudice  to  the  ftate  or  church  to  aflift  both  kt 
the  attaining  arbitrary  power ;  but  the  queftion  was,  whether  it  was  pre- 
judicial to  the  people  ? 

f  In  this  ilrong  aflertion,  Strafibrd  certainly  meant  dependent  parlia- 
ments, the  greateft  curfe  the  nation  can,  in  a  political  fenfe,  be  afflicted 
•%ith.     He  could  never  mean  independent  ones ;  that  is  contradicted  ia 
all  his  dociunents  of  government  delivered  in  private. 
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Ann.  164.1.  obedient  fon  of  the  church  of  England,  and  wiflied  pro- 
fperity  and  happinefs  might  ever  attend  her.  He  fent 
a  charge  to  his  fon  to  prove  a  faithful  fubjedt  to  the 
King,  and  to  beware  of  meddling  with  church-livings, 
for  that  would  prove  a  canker  to  him  in  his  eftaie ;  and 
advifed  him  to  be  a  fervant  to  his  country,  as  a  juftice  of 
peace  in  his  county,  not  aiming  at  higher  preferments. 
Having  bid  a  lad  adieu  to  his  brother,  and  the  friends 
who  attended  him,  and  fent  a  bleffing  to  his  abfent  re- 
lations, he  added,  «  I  have  now  nigh  done ;  one  flroke 
will  make  my  wife  a  widow,  my  dear  children  father- 
lefs,  deprive  my  poor  fervants  of  their  indulgent  matter, 
and  feparate  me  from  my  afFedlionate  brother  and  all 
my  friends  :  but  let  God  be  to  you  and  them  all  in  all." 
On  preparing  himfelf  for  the  block,  he  faid,  "  I  thank 
God  'I  am  no  way  afraid  of  death,  nor  am  daunted  with 
any  terrors,  but  do  as  chearfully  lay  down  my  head  at 
this  time,  as  ever  I  did  when  going  to  repofe  *."  The 
executioner  performed  his  fatal  office  with  one  blow. 

Thus,  by  the  flroke  of  juflice  and  the  voice  of  his 
country,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  died  Thomas 
vifcount  Wentworth  and  earl  of  Strafford.  His  fate  has 
been  lamented  and  loudly  exclaimed  againft  by  many 

•  There  are  two  fpcechcs  in  Somers*s  ColleAion  of  Trads,  pre- 
tended to  have  been  compored  by  Strafford ;  one  fpoken  to  feme  lords 
who  attended  him  in  the  Tower  immediately  before  his  execution,  the 
other  intended  to  he  fpoken  at  his  death.  They  are  full  of  contri- 
tion for  his  paft  conduft,  and  the  flyle  fo  different  from  the  account 
generaHy  given  of  his  behaviour,  from  his  profeffions,  from  his  advice 
to  his  family,  and  from  his  chara<Sler,  and  the  ftrong  prejuc'^es  he  had 
imbibed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  that  there  is  great  rcafon  to  fufpcfl 
ibcir  authenticity. 
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writers,  who  allege  that  the  fentence  by  which  he  fell  Ann.  1641. 
was  not  according  to  flatute-law,  and  therefore  ini- 
quitous. This  is  an  afTertion  contrary  to  fadl,  fince  part 
of  the  crimes  for  which  he  was  condemned  was  levying 
war  within  the  flatute  of  25  Ed.  III.  and  fefling  foldiers 
within  the  Irifh  flatute  of  i  8  Hen.  VI.  Yet,  allowing 
this  aflertion  to  be  true,  in  the  bed  regulated  govern- 
ments, circumflances  may  arife  of  fo  particular  and  ur- 
gent a  nature,  as  to  render  it  necefTary  for  the  legifla- 
tive  power  to  exceed  the  flridl  letter  of  the  law.  Eng- 
land could  not  at  this  time  be  called  a  fettled  govern- 
ment, fince  the  King,  by  his  illegal  adminiftration,  and 
violent  attempts  to  fubvert  the  conflitution,  had  intro- 
duced a  flate  of  confufion,  which  rendered  adls  of  power 
necefTary  expedients  to  reinflate  the  people  in  their  long- 
lofl  privileges,  and  give  to  violated  laws  their  due  autho- 
rity ;  not  to  mention  that  combination  of  circumftanccs 
which  rendered  the  death  of  Strafford  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  the  fafety  of  reviving  Liberty.  Never  was  cri- 
minal executed  on  principles  of  flri(fler  equity,  nor  was 
ever  the  life  of  a  bad  citizen  more  juflly  due  to  an  in- 
jured country. 

'  Strafford  is  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  monarchical  Hiscbaraaer. 
party,  and  moft  hiflorians  agree  he  was  a  great  man ; 
but  none  of  them  have  taken  pains  to  delineate  his  cha- 
ra<5ler,  or  tell  us  what  were  the  eminent  qualities  of  his 
head  or  heart,  which  con{lituteJ|  that  greatnefs.  It  has 
been  alleged,  that  Strafford  was  a  great  flatefman,  a  cha- 
racter of  the  highefl  eftimation  in  its  jufl  fenfe;  but  in 
that  exalted  appellation,  nothing  more  is  meant  by  the 
vulgar,  than  being  a  proficient  in  the  narrow  circle  of 
Vol.  II.  Qjl^  minifteriul 
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Ann.  1641.  miniflerial  juggling,  the  abilities  of  a  Scapin  to  cheat 
the  credulous  and  unwary  !  A  knowledge  in  the  exten- 
five  fcience  of  politics,  the  different  conftitutions  of  dif- 
ferent focieties,  the  juit  interefls  of  nations,  and  the  ope- 
rative elTed  which  political  inftitutions  have  on  the  public 
weal,  when  united  to  a  head  and  a  heart  capable  of  em- 
ploying it  to  the  real  fervicc  of  mankind,  conftitute  the 
character  of  a  great  ftatefman.  In  the  latter  fenfe  Straf- 
ford will  be  found  totally  deficient ;  in  the  other  he  muft 
be  allowed  to  excel.  His  talents  were  of  that  inferior 
kind,  which  are  always  found  united  to  a  bafe  mind  : 
the  badnefs  of  his  heart  had  fo  corrupted  his  judgment*, 
that  at  the  time  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  defence  of 
the  Liberty  of  his  country,  he  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
aduared  by  any  juft,  honeft,  or  liberal  principle.  He 
was  too  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  laws  of  England,  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the 
ftaie  of  the  queftion  between  the  King  and  his  people  f  ; 
and  entered  into  the  quarrel  with  a  factious  view  to  op- 
pofe  particular  perfons  to  whom  he  had  an  inveterate  en- 
mity, and  to  make  himfelf  of  confequence  enough  to  be 
noticed  by  the  miniftry.  His  patriotifm  difTolved  on  the 
firfl  beam  of  court  favour ;  he  was  intoxicated  on  the 
iiril  tafte  of  power,  and  became  a  more  bold  and  zealous 
inftrument  of  tyranny  than  any  minifter  this  country  ever 
produced.  He  was  of  a  revengeful,  infolent  difpofiiion  ; 
but  his  fupreme  vice  was  an  infatiable  ambition,  dire<5ted 

•  Or  rather,  the  badnefs  of  his  judgment  had  corrupted  his  heart. 

t  He  was  fo  ignorant  of  the  conftitution  of  England,  that  if  in  his 
letters  and  difpatchcs  he  fpeaks  his  real  fentiments,  he  had  no  other  idea 
of  the  duty  of  office,  but  that  of  perfonal  fervice  to  the  King. 
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to  falfe  and  unlawful  obje(5ts.  Among  his  weaknefles  Ann.  1641. 
we  may  reckon  his  vanity.  This  was  the  fource  from 
whence  flowed  his  crimes,  and  this  the  prime  caufe  of 
his  misfortunes.  No  inftance  can  give  us  a  jufter  idea 
to  what  a  height  he  pofTcfled  this  contemptible  folly, 
than  his  perfecution  of  many  people  for  not  complying 
with  thofe  fervile  ceremonies  which  he  imagined  due  to 
his  authority.  His  revival  of  feveral  foppifli  formalities 
of  flate,  during  his  command  in  Ireland,  is  another  ex- 
ample of  the  fame  kind.  In  all  his  letters  to  the  King, 
and  his  patron  Laud,  he  aflTumed  to  himfelf  great  merit 
and  importance  ;  whilfl:  he  degraded  the  fervices  of  every 
other  man,  excepting  thofe  of  his  own  creatures.  His  • 
behaviour  was  infolent  to  his  fellow-fubjedls,  and  abjccft 
to  his  prince.  He  was  continually  flimulating  him  to 
adts  of  tyranny,  by  reprefenting,  in  phrafes  bornbafl, 
the  fublimity  of  his  power,  and  that  it  was  necefTary  to 
curb  the  infolent  oppofition  of  his  fubjedls,  by  fevcre 
and  vigorous  meafures.  Laud  he  conftanily  courted,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  the  abfolute  power  this  prelate  had  ob- 
tained over  the  King.  Such  was  the  man  whom  the 
world  has  loaded  with  applaufe.  His  talents  as  an  ora- 
tor have  been  much  admired :  the  conclulion  of  his  de- 
fence is  infinitely  preferable  to  any  other  of  his  produc- 
tions of  this  kind.  In  his  general  flyle  of  writing  and 
fpeaking  there  is  an  infolence,  a  petulance,  a  vulgar 
quaintnefs,  which  mark  the  genius  and  difpofition  of 
the  man,  and  which  ran  through  the  whole  tenor  of  his- 
condudl.  The  criminality  and  arrogance  of  his  beha- 
viour rendered  him  fo  dangerous  and  obnoxious,  that  no 
lefs  than  three  kingdoms  engaged  with  warmth  in  his 
profecution ;  and  the  fentence  of  death  paiTed  upon  him 
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Ann.  1641.  gave  univerfal  fatisfadion  *.  The  indulgence,  therefore, 
with  which  his  memory  has  been  treated  can  have  no 
other  rife  than  from  the  prejudices  of  party  and  his  fatal 
end ;  The  axe  and  the  haher  are  excellent  fpecifics  to  fub- 
due  anger  and  foften  refentment ! 

•  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  a  cotemporary  writer,  tells  us,  that  in  the 
evening  of  the  day  in  which  he  was  executed,  the  greateft  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy  that  could  pofTibly  be  exprefled  ran  through  the  whole  town 
and  country.  Many  came  up  to  town  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  execution, 
and  rode  in  triumph  back,  waving  their  hats  through  all  the  towns  and 
villages  through  which  they  pafled,  crying,  «<  His  head  is  off!  his  head 
is  off!"     ff^arwick*s Memoirs,  ed.  1701,  p.  163,  ^y^£. 
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I  HAVE  ventured  to  give  the  following  abftrad  of 
all  the  arguments  that  were  urged  in  the  great  trial 
of  Ship-money:  I  am  fenfible  that  the  pleadings  of 
Mr.  St.  John,  Mr.  Holbourne,  and  the  arguments  of  Sir 
George  Crook,  muft  be  greatly  injured  by  an  abridg- 
ment ;  my  defign  in  this  epitome  is  to  excite  the  reader 
to  perufe  this  important  trial  at  length. 

Mr.  St.  John  began  his  argument  by  allowing,  that  there  was  a  fu- 
preme  power  inherent  in  the  monarch,  for  the  government  and  defence 
of  the  kingdom  •,  he  (hewed  the  method  and  known  rules  which  the  law 
of  England  had  ordained,  for  applying  that  power  to  the  intended  end. 
After  going  through  all  the  forms  of  adminiftration  which  the  law  prc- 
Icribes  for  the  common  government  of  the  kingdom,  he  Ihewed  that  the 
alTiftance  of  parliament  was  neccflary  in  all  cafes  that  did  not  come 
within  thefe  forms :  That  the  King  could  not,  out  of  parliament,  alter 
the  old  laws,  nor  make  new  j  nor  make  any  naturalizations  nor  legiti- 
mations, nor  feveral  other  things :  That  in  many  cafes,  without  the  al- 
fiftance  of  parliament,  he  could  not  communicate  either  his  juftice  or 
his  power  to  his  fubjeds :  That  if  this  writ,  which  gave  power  to  fell 
and  alter  the  property  of  the  defendants  goods  hath  ifiued  from  his  ma- 
jefty  otherwife  than  in  parliament,  where  he  (lands  in  the  height  of  fo- 
vercignty  and  perfeftion,  the  queftion  was.  Whether  erroneoufly  ilTjed  or 
not.     In  the  Hating  of  this  great  queftion,  Mr.  St.  John  faid,  he  would 
endeavour  to  prefent  to  their  lordlhips  thofe  known  and  undoubted  ways 
and  means  whereby  the  law  had  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  realm, 
both  at  land  and  fea,  without  the  way  in  the  writ :  that  the  firft  v.'as  by 
tenure  of  lands;  the  fecond  by  the  many  prerogatives  which  the  law  had 
fettled  in  the  crown,  and  made  peculiar  for  the  defence  of  the  kmgdonti 
in  general  j  the  third  was  the  particular  fupplies  of  money  for  tlic  ile- 
fence  of  the  fea  alone  in  times  of  danger  ordinary  and  extraordinary. 
Mr.  St.  John  then  fiiewed  the  nature  of  military  fervice,  as  eftabiiftied 
in  this  ki.mdom  by  William  the  Norman  •,  that  with  this  the  law  had 
appointed  divers  prerogatives  for  the  extraordinary  charge  of  govern- 
ment, and  lor  defence  of  the  realm-,  thefe  were  veiled  in  the  King  >r^ 
corcjt^y  to  be  employed  for  the  public  good.     The  rcafon  why  the  King 
had  treafurc  trove,  and  gold  and  filvcr  mines,  in  the  caic  of  mmcs,  was 
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declared  to  be,  bccaufe  the  King  is  hereby  to  defend  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
St.  John  then  quoted  law  cafes-,  the  ftatutes  of  the  14 Ed.  III.  the  ad- 
vice of  the  lords  of  the  council  in  Richard  II. 's  time;  the  petition  of  the 
Commons  in  the  fame  reign,  to  prove  that  the  conftitution  had  afligned 
all  the  profits  of  the  crown,  but  the  King's  pcrfonal  revenue,  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  third  way  was  particular  fupplies  of  mo- 
ney ;  for  where  the  law  put  the  King  to  any  particular  charge  for  the 
protection  of  the  fubjed,  it  always  enabled  him  thereto.  The  courts 
of  juftice  were  fupported  by  fines,  amerciaments,  ^c.  6ff.  For  the 
defence  of  the  church,  the  King  had  temporalities  of  biflioprics  fede 
vaccme^  firft  fruits  and  tenths,  and  the  tithes  of  all  land  that  lay  not 
within  any  parifh.  Mr.  St.  John  then  entered  into  the  hiftory  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  and  fhewed,  by  the  wording  of  the  grants  in  the 
parliament-rolls,  that  this  tax  was  not  only  given  for  the  protedion  of 
the  merchants,  and  the  ordinary  defence  of  the  fea,  but  for  its  defence 
in  times  of  extraordinary  danger,  and  from  invafion  :  That  it  was  de- 
clared in  the  ftatute  of  14  Ed.  III.  that  aids,  though  granted  in  parlia- 
ment for  defence,  (hould  not  be  brought  into  example,  in  that  it  might 
be  conceived  the  Commons  were  to  bear  that  charge,  which  principally 
belonged  to  the  King :  That  his  majefty  defaSfo  took  tonnage  and  poun- 
dage, though  not  granted  by  parliament;  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
his  reign,  when  this  writ  firft  iffued  out,  he  took  upwards  of  300,0001. 
upon  it:  That  his  majefty  was  pleafed  by  his  proclamation,  printed 
1626,  to  declare  that  thefe  cuftoms  were  always  granted  to  his  proge- 
nitors for  the  guarding  of  the  feas,  and  fafety  and  defence  of  the  realm : 
That  he  did,  and  ftill  muft  purfue  thofe  ends,  and  undergo  that  charge 
for  which  they  were  firft  granted  to  the  crown ;  and  that  he  received 
them  for  the  guarding  the  feas  and  defence  of  the  realm.  Mr.  St.  John 
next  alleged,  that  as  the  law  had  put  the  great  truft  of  the  defence  of 
the  realm  upon  his  majefty,  fo  when  the  ordinary  fupplies  failed,  it  had 
provided  other  ways  for  a  new  fupply  :  thefe  were  the  extraordinary 
aids  and  fubfidies  granted  in  parliament.  To  prove  this,  Mr.  St.  John 
quoted  the  words  of  the  fummons,  and  feveral  inftances  in  each  King*$ 
reign,  on  which  this  aflcmbly  was  called  together  to  confider  on  means 
for  the  defence  of"  the  realm.  He  farther  proved,  that  this  was  the 
only  way  for  an  extraordinary  charge,  by  the  means  that  paft  Kings  were 
obliged  to  take,  when  they  did  not  apply  to  this  remedy  ;  loans  and  be- 
nevolence demanded  with  promifc  of  repayment,  anticipating  their  rents. 
After  enumerating  thefe  inftances,  he  added,  "  That  it  could  not  be  ima- 
gined that  fo  many  powerful  princes  would  bind  themfelves  to  repay- 
ment of  what  they  might  take  as  a  right;  and  that  without  any  falvo  of 
their  rights.'*  Mr.  St.  John  next  objcded  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  way 
intended  by  the  writ ;  that  the  law  delighting  in  certainties,  to  the  end 
the  fubjedl  might  be  fure  of  fomewhat  that  he  might  call  his  own,  had 
nidde  all  thofe  things  that  the  King  challenged  as  peculiar  to  himfelf 
from  the  fubjedt,  cither  certain  in  themfelves,  or  reducible  to  a  certainty, 
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cither  by  the  judges,  jury,  or  parliament.   After  proving  this  by  the  rule 
of  law,  he  added,  "  My  lords,  to  apply  all  to  the  thing  m  queftion, 
there  is  a  caufe  for  raifing  money  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  »o«  de- 
fnitur  in  lege,  what  will  ferve  the  turn  ?  If  his  majefty,  as  in  the  writ, 
may  without  parliament  lay  twenty  ftiilling&  upon  the  defendants  goods, 
I  ftiall  humbly  fubmit  it  to  your  lordftiips,  why,  by  the  fame  reafon 
of  law,  it  might  not  have  been  twenty  pounds,  and  fo  ad  tnfimtum ; 
whereby  it  would  come  to  pafs,  if  the  fubjeft  had  any  thing  at  all,  he 
ftiould  not  be  beholden  to  the  law  for  it,  but  is  left  entirely  to  the  mercy 
and  goodnefs  of  the  King."     Mr.  St.  John  faid,  that  thefe  were  his  rea- 
fons  for  objefting  to  the  legality  of  the  writ.     He  ftiould  now  come  to 
the  fecond  kind  of  proof;  authorities  that  his  majefty  could  not  tax  his 
people  for  fetting  forth  of  land-forces  for  defence ;  for  making  and  main- 
taining forts  and  caftles  for  defence ;  for  viduals  for  a  defenfive  army ; 
for  maintenance  of  prilbners  taken  in  a  defenfive  w*;  for  plidges  and 
hoftages  given  by  foreign  ftates  for  the  keeping  of  peace  :  «'  It,  added 
he,  his  majefty  cannot  tax  his  people  for  the  five  fupports  of  a  de- 
fenfive war,  I  ftiall  then  offer  it  to  your  lordftiips,  whether  it  can  be 
done  at  all."     Mr.  St  John  quoted  precedents  and  ftatutes  to  prove 
that  the  fubjed  was  not  taxable  either  for  wages,  or  viftuals,  or  other- 
wife  for  finding  of  foldiers  out  of  their  counties,  tho'  for  defence  o.  the 
kingdom ;  and  that  by  the  fl^tute  of  Running- mead,  his  majefty  could 
not  tax  his  own  tenants,  nor  proportion  the  fine  according  to  his  plea- 
fure-  if  he  could  not  do  it  when  the  tenant  held  lands  ad  exercitum,  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  much  lefs  could  he  do  it  where  there  was 
no  tenure  for  that  purpofe.     Mr.  St.  John  then  quoted  ads  of  jjar- 
liament  anno  quarto  William  the  Norman,  ftatute  of  Runnmg-mead  17 
John,  the  ftatutes  of  25  Ed.  I.  and  the  ftatute  deTallagio  r.on  concedendo, 
the  ftatute  of  the  14  Ed.  III.  the  ftatutes  of  the  25  Ed.  HI-  againft 
loans  and  benevolences;  the  1  Richard  III.  and  the  31  Hen.  VIII.  tor 
proclamations,  in  which  it  was  enabled.  That  the  King's  proclamations 
Should  be  made  equivalent  to  an  ad  of  parliament,  but  with  a  tull  ex- 
ception  of  the  fubjeds  lands,  goods,  and  chattels.     Mr.  St.  John  forti- 
iied  thefe  authorities  by  many  precedents  ;  among  thefe  was  the  relo- 
lurion  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  the  2  Ric.  II.  who,  when 
the  King  was  befet  with  enemies,  France,  Spain,  and  Scotland,  agreed 
that  the  Commons  could  not  be  charged  but  in  parliament ;  and  there- 
fore, as  the  necemty  was  urgent,  they  lent  money  for  the  prefent,  with 
advice  to  call  a  parliament :  this  was  afterwards  declared  in  parliament, 
and  entered  upon  the  roll  without  any  qualification.     Mr.  St.  John  alio 
urcred  the  commifllon  iflued  3  Car.  to  raife  money  by  in^pofit.on  or  other- 
wile,  which,  without  extreme  danger  to  the  King,  kingdom,  and  peo- 
ple, can  admit  no  long  delay,  wherein  form  and  circumftances  are  to  be 
difpenfed  with  rather  than  the  fubttance  loft.     "  This,  my  lords,  ob- 
fcrved  Mr.  St.  John,  was  a  commifllon  to  tax  \hc  fubjeds  m  time  ot  ne- 
ceflity  for  defence.    In  the  laft  parliament,  this  commilTion,  as  againft 
'  a  2  the 
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the  law,  was  condemned  by  both  houfes,  and  cancelled  in  his  majefty's 
prcfence."     Mr.  St.  John  alFerted  that  tonnage  and  poundage,  when  firft 
granted  for  life,  was,  that  the  King  might  always  have  money  ready  up- 
on liich  fudden  occafions.  The  lalt  precedent  he  quoted  to  ftrengthen  his 
arguments,  was  the  commifTion  of  loans  in  2  Car.  queilioned  afterwards 
in  the  parliament  3  Car.  and  upon  debate  adjudged  by  both  houfes  to 
be  void  in  law  by  the  Petition  of  Right-,  prefented  fo  to  the  Kino-,  his 
inajefty  did  not  deny  it.     Mr.  St.  John  opened  his  laft  day's  argument 
with  the  proof  that  the  fea  had  no  fuch  peculiarity  in  it,  but  that  it  would 
fall  within  that  of  the  defence  in  general :  he  took  his  authority  as  high 
as  Danc-Gek,  a  tax  granted  in  parliament  on  the  frequent  invafion  of 
the  Danes  in  the  time  of  Ethelred,  afterwards  releafed  by  Edward  the 
Confeflbr.     He  urged  the  frequent  complaints  which  ihe  Commons,  in 
the  eariieft  timrs  of  the  Norman  monarchy,  had  made  on  the  infringe- 
ment of  their  libefties,  in  this  particular  of  attempting  to  tax  them  for 
dt fence  of  the  fea;  commifTions  repealed  by  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment which  had  been  iflued  by  the  monarch,  to  charge  the  people  to 
make  fhips  for  the  defence  of  the  realm  ;  and  the  acknowledgments  of 
former  Kings,  that  they  could  nor,  without  the  parliament,  charge  the 
people  with  fafe  keeping  of  the  fea-,  the  refolution  of  the  fages  of  the 
kingdom  in  Ric.  II.'s  time,  who  lent  money  to  provide  an  army  for  the 
fea  till  a  fupply  could  be  raifed  in  parliament.     Mr.  St.  John  finilhed 
his  learned  argument  with  obferving,  that  the  Cinque-Ports  had  divers 
privileges  •,  fuch  as  being  free  from  all  aids  and  fubfidies  granted  in  par- 
Jiament,  from  all  tolls,  murage  and  pontage,  throughout°the  realm,  for 
a  certain  fervice  of  fifteen  days  in  a  year,  and  the  number  of  fhips 'cer- 
tain -,  that  when  their  charge  in  the  number  of  men  and  (hips  exceeded 
two,  allowance  by  the  King  was  to  be  made  them,  as  appeared  by  the 
quire  of  Dover,  and  Par.  roll  of  7  Hen.  VII.  Par.  roll  of  the  19  Hen.  III. 
ifc,     "  My  lords,  concluded  he,  if  thefe  ports  who  are  bound  to  the 
defence  of  the  fea,  when  they  have  performed  that  their  fervice,  be  not 
compellable  to  any  farther  charge,  I  fball  humbly  offer  it  to  your  lord^ 
fnips,  whether  thofe  that  be  not  bound  at  all,  from  the  fame  reafon,  are 
chargeable  at  all  "     Mr.  St.  John  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument  (aid, 
that  before  the  parliament  of  Lincoln,  29  Ed.  I.  all  things  concerninci 
the  King  s  prerogatives  and  the  fubjeds  liberties,  were  altogether  upon 
uncertainties.     The  ftatute  of  Running-mead,  Magna-Charta,  Charta 
de  Forefta,  had  been  confirmed  at  lead  ei^ht  times  from  1 7  John  unto 
the  29Ed.  r-,  and  yet  not  only  the  practice,  but  likewife  the  judges 
went  clear  contrary  10  the  plain,  both  words  and  meaning  of  them.     I3y 
the  fecond  chapter  of  Magna-Charta,  a  baron  pro  bcronia  integra^  was 
to  pay  but  one  hundred  marks  for  his  relief;  the  praftice  and  procefs 
of  the  Exchequer  till  29  Ed.  I.  were  always  for  this  relief,  one  hundred 
pounds  ^c.     That  the  matter  of  (ad  in  ihefc  years,  to  the  violation  of 
the  fubjefts  right,  procured  the  itatutes  that  were  afterwards  enaftcd,  as 
the  ftatute  de  'Inllcgio  non  csiiccd.nJo,  and  others. 
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Sir  Edward  Littleton,  folicitor-general,  pleaded  as  follows  :  J«  I  (hall 
(hew  th*;  King's  right  from  the  foundation  of  the  kingdom  to  that  which 
they  call  the  Norman  conqutft ;  from  the  Norman  conqueit  to  the  time  ot 
Magna-Charta  9  Men.  III.  from  Magna-Charta  to  the  ftatute  ^^/^.Z^^;^ 
ffonconcedcnJo  25  Ed.  I.  from  the  ftatuie  deTallcgio  non  conccdendo  to  the 
fir(t  granting  of  tonnage  and  poundage  ;  from  tonnage  and  poundage 
to  this  very  day  ;  and  that  the  Petition  of  Right  docs  no  way  concern 
the  difpute.     1  (liall  confute  all  precedents,  objeftions,  reafons,  incon- 
veniencies,  auUiorities,  or  records,  of  which  a  great  number  were  ated, 
that  there  (hall  not  be  a  fyllable  left :  and  in  that,  firft,  I  will  either  (hew, 
that  the  record  is  miftaken  or  impertinent,  and  not  to  the  queftion  ;  or, 
fecondly,  thofe  that  are  pertinent,  I  wiii  either  agree  them,  or  take  the 
force  of  them  away,  that  none  of  them  (hall  be  able  to  (land  in  the 
way  of  the  King  in  this  way  of  defence."     After  this  flourifii,  Mr.  So- 
licitor began  quoting  the  rule  oi  fdus  popuU  fuprema  lex,  and  grounded 
his  argunTent  on  the  dodlrine  of  neoclTity  :  "  Pofitive  laws,  laid  he,  are 
abrogated  by  reafon,  when  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  and  people  are  in 
danger."     He  quoted  the  proceedings  in  1588,  when  the  whole  king- 
dom was  in  confternation,  that  direftions  were  given  to  keep  the  enemy 
from  landing  ;  if  they  could  not  keep  them  from  landing,  to  burn  down 
houfes,  Cf?^.    If  an  enemy  approach,  a  man  may  make  bulwarks  and  forts 
on  another's  foil,  zi  Hen.  VII.  ^r.     If  a  fubjed  can  be  enabled  with- 
out parliament  to  do  this,  ftiall  not  the  King,  who  is  pater  patrt^,  do  the 
like  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  ?    A  man  may  pull  down  the  houfe  of 
another  when  the  next  houfe  is  on  fire.     If  two  men  are  fighting  a  man 
may  part  them,  and  put  them  into  feveral  houfes,  becauie  it  is  for  the 
good  of  the  commonwealth.    If  a  madman  be  abroad   he  may  be  taken, 
whipped,  and  imprifoned,  left  he  do  violence  to  himfelf  and  others      A 
furgeon  may  cut  ofi:  one  member  to  fave  the  reft.     If  a  ftorm  arife  at 
feaf  to  caft  out  goods  into  the  fea  is  lawful  for  the  fafety  of  the  other 
goods,  ^c,     mat  talk  we  of  formalities  when  we  are  like  to  lofe  the 
kingdom,  when  the  keeping  of  the  laws  would  end  the  commonwealth  ? 
Mr  Solicitor  quoted  examples  10  fiiew  that  every  man  was  bound  to  de- 
fend the  kingdom  when  attacked ;  and  was  not  the  King  as  much  lord 
of  the  fea  as'the  land  >  It  was  a  Droit  Royal  to  meddle  with  war  and 
peace:  fubiedls  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  true    Heniy  V II.  brought 
military  difcipline  into  the  parliam.ent  to  advance  his  own  ends.     Some- 
times dangers  are  fit  to  be  communicated  to  the  people,  fometimes  no  ; 
they  had  authorities,  which  he  conceived  were  full  examples  m  point: 
hefe,  tho' not  ruled  in  particular  courts  of  juftjce,  were  ftrongerth^^^^ 
any  judgments.     If  men  would  pay,  what  need  judgments  ?   fho  he 
found  nSt  dirca  authority  in  printed  books,  yet  records  were  as  -ood 
eftimonies  and  greater  than  reports :  Thofe  that  concern;.,  pubhcun. 
come  not  into  ordinary  debate,  but  remain  inter  arcana  tmperii,  and 
Ze  would  fpeak  fully!    It  precedents  were  not  fo  full  in  the  year   of 
king  Stephen  and  Henry  IV.  who  were  ufurpers,  it  is  no  wonder ;  If  they 
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had  had  right  to  the  crown,  as  his  majefty  hath,  they  would  not  have  ufed 
compliments.  Before  the  Conqueft,  he  found  that  king  Edgar  bad  his 
tenants,  who  fwore  to  co-operate  with  him  ptr  terram  i^  per  mare.  He 
denied  that  Danes-Gelt  had  ever  been  releafed :  and  affirmed,  that  af- 
ter Magna-Charta,  and  the  ftatute  of  Tallagio  mn  concedcndo.  Kings  had 
laycd  impofitions  on  their  fubjedls.  In  1388  the  city  of  London  was 
defired  to  find  ten  (hips-,  of  themfelves  they  defired  to  find  twenty: 
thefe  was  the  aflfedtion  of  thofe  times  -,  they  did  not  difputc,  but  were 
ready  to  obey.  In  1599  S""^^^  troops  were  aflembled  at  London  for  de- 
fence of  the  Queen,  when  the  tumult  was  about  the  earl  of  Eflex.  In 
King  James's  time  thefe  were  not  much:  His  motto  was,  Beati padjid, 
10  July  2  Car.  a  proclamation  ilTued  that  all  people  (hould  make  fpccdy 
repair  to  feveral  places,  and  fliould  continue  during  the  danger;  and 
for  a  binding  authority,  12  Car.  the  rclblution  of  all  the  judges  undef 
their  hands,  and  inroUed  in  every  court  at  Weftminfter :  a  man  fhould 
have  thought  that  that  Ihould  have  given  fatisfaflion ;  it  would  have  done 
fo  in  former  times.  Mr.  St.  John  obje61:s.  That  in  his  majefty  there  is 
voluntas  interna  and  externa^  his  inward  will  which  he  doth  declare  in 
his  chamber,  and  his  legal  will;  and  withal,  that  the  King  cannot  judge 
himfelf,  2  Rich.  II.  fol.  10,  11.  Can  that  be  wanting  in  the  fountain 
that  iflues  in  the  ftream  ?  that  I  utterly  deny.  Is  it  not  fald  coram  rege 
in  the  King*s-Bench,  and  in  the  Star-Chamber  coram  confiliis  nojiris? 
This  is  a  new  doctrine :  Shall  not  the  King  judge  ^  Did  not  King 
Ed.  IV.  fit  in  perfon  in  the  King*s-Bench  in  the  trial  of  a  rape  ?  and 
that  famous  juftice  Popham  fat  at  the  King's  feet,  and  other  judges  at 
the  King's  fide,  and  therefore  cUkdjuftictani  a  latere  regis.  Sure  he  for- 
got King  James,  who  adjudged  two  cafes  in  the  Star-Chamber,  that  of 
8ellingham*s  and  Sir  Thomas  Lake's.  Now  he  fays  the  parliament  is 
the  higheft  court,  and  the  King  is  there  at  higheft  both  for  magnificence 
and  power ;  but  yet  out  of  the  parliament  the  King  is  King  of  EnHand. 
It  doth  not  follow  becaufe  he  may  do  it  in  parliament,  that  therefore  he 
can  do  it  no  where  elfe.  Oh,  but  the  King  hath  provifion  for  war :  this 
is  but  a  cunning  infinuation  to  make  a  iurvey  of  the  King's  revenue, 
and  to  infinuate  with  the  people;  and  he  begins  with  knight's  fervice, 
and  thefe  in  dangerous  places,  as  Dover,  Durham,  Chefter ;  then  he 
faith  thatefcuagc  is  to  be  afleflfed  in  parliament,  tho'  for  defence  of  the 
kingdom.  If  that  were  the  proper  queftion,  I  could  (hew  when  efcu  • 
age  was  not  by  parliament,  for  it  was  by  another  reafon.  It  was  altered 
by  an  ad  of  parliament  1 7  Johannis,  ftatute  de  Running-mead,  nullum 
fcutagitimy  for  it  was  not  fo  before;  alio  it  concerneth  the  fubjed  as  well 
as  the  King.  No  man  ftiall  be  judge  in  his  own  cafe,  but  therefore  not 
the  King  ;  that  held  no  proportion :  and  Kings  are  faid  to  do  no  wrong. 
Then  he  alleged,  that  the  King  is  in  adual  poflcflion  of  the  wards, 
that  they  ftiould  go  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  war :  he  cannot  ftiew 
any  authority  worth  the  valuing ;  neither  Bradon  nor  Britton  hath  any 
fuch  thing.  It  was  faid  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  that  they  have  many  pri- 
vileges 
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vilegcs  allowed  them  for  the  defence  of  the  fea.     Is  the  Cinquc-Port- 
fervice  a  competent  provifion  to  defend  a  kingdom  againft  hoftilities? 
1  know  no    reafon  but  the  whole  body  fliould   defend  themfelves. 
Then  they  objed  that  tenures  in  ancient  demefne  were  taillable  without 
confent ;  and  their  fervice  for  the  King's  provifion  in  the  houfe,  no  rea- 
fon that  ftiould  exclude  them  from  the  general  fervice.     Then  he  did 
objed  there  was  another  way  of  fupply  of  extraordinary  means,  as 
mines  in  other  mens  land ;    and  here  he  remembered  M.  3  Ric.  II. 
prerogative  comm. ;  difference  taken  between  annual  and  cafual  reve- 
nues for  defence;  then  he  objeded  Rot.  Pari.  6  Ric.  II.  11,  42.  that 
the  King  would  live  of  his  own  revenues ;  and  that  the  mines,  i^c. 
fhould  be  for  defence  of  the  kingdom.     Onflow,  who  argued  the  cafe, 
faid,  that  the  King  was  the  moft  excellent  perfon  both  at  fea  and  land  ; 
therefore  the  royal  fifti  at  fea,  and  the  gold  and  filver  mines  at  land, 
were  given  to  him,  becaufe  he  was  able  to  give  a  ftamp  on  iponey. 
The  King  muft  live  forfooth  of  his  ordinary  revenue,  M.  3  Rich.  II. 
which  cxprefleth  chat  the  King  at  that  time  would  do  fo :  that  the 
King,  by  advice,  for  falvation  of  the  kingdom,  would  ufe  thefe  things 
given  unto  him ;  that  indeed  was  a  reafonable  thing  for  that  time,  but 
muft  it  be  now  turned  for  a  neceflity .?  Mr.  Solicitor  next  affirmed,  that 
tonnage  and  poundage  was  never  given  nor  taken  of  itfelf  fimply,  on 
extraordinary  defence  ;  that  in  all  ages  before  the  granting  of  tonnage 
and  poundage,  the  Kings,  upon  a  general  defence,  had  had  other  aids 
than  this,  by  their  own  power.     Ordinary  charge  for  an  ordinary  de- 
fence ;  all  men  muft  bear  proportion  ably  their  ftiare  in  the  charge  of 
defence.     Oh,  fay  they,  but  this  may  be  done  in  parliament :  by  a  may 
be  a  man  may  anfwer  any  argument,  but  a  may  be  will  never  anfwer  a 
bill.     Mr.  Solicitor  then  quoted  what  he  called  precedents  to  the  cafe 
in  queftion,  and  affirmed,  that  this  right  was  never  meant  to  be  ex- 
cepted in  Magna-Charta,  or  any  of  the  other  ftatutes  agamft  impo- 
fitions ;  and  that  the  ftatute  de  Tallagio  non  concedendo  was  no  ad  of  par- 
liament :  That  Richard  II.'s  parliament,  taking  notice  of  his  tender  age, 
took  much  power  upon  themfelves.    At  the  end,  the  Petition  of  Right, 
neither  Lords  nor  Commons,  jointly  nor  feverally,  could  make  a  new 
law  without  the  King's  confent;  and  that  the  judges,  and  none  but 
them,  were  the  interpreters  of  the  law,  wife  king  James  did  declare. 
He  owned  that  the  ftatute  31  Hen.  VIII.  forbid  to  take  away  inherit- 
ance or  land;   but  here  was  no  lands  or  goods  taken  away.      Mr. 
Hampden  had  none  of  his  goods  touched.  A  commiflion  of  loans  3  Car. 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  :   they  mean  the  commiflion  which 
was  a  confideration  to  levy  moneys  by  reafon  of  the  neceffities  of  the 
times,  it  appeareth  in  the  journal  book  to  be  for  impofitions,  or  other- 
wife  to  raife  money  not  concerning  this  queftion  :  it  appears  by  that, 
that  the  King  gave  a  gracious  anfwer  unto  it,  and  that  it  was  done  for 
the'prefent  time;  a  warrant  for  advice  only.     It  was  done  to  raife  mo- 
ney in  general,  but  no  determination  of  right;  and  faid  at  your  defircs 
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it  (hall  he  cancelled  :  then  there  was  a  commifTion  for  loans  5  FeB. 
2  Car.  and  this  they  fay,  it  was  for  defence  of  the  kingdom.  It  appears 
it  was  for  the  defence  of  the  Palatinate  and  Denmark,  and  for  that,  a 
bilhop  was  fentenced  for  his  miltaking.  Mr.  Pym  brought  up  the  arti- 
cles againft  him. 

Mr.  Holbourn  argued  next :  The  firft  queftion  was,  he  faid,  Whether 
upon  the  whole  record,  the  cafe  did  appear  for  the  King.  That  the  4th 
Auguft  1 1  Car.  being  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  writ,  the  King  could 
charge  the  county  of  Bucks  to  find  a  Ihip  at  their  cofts  and  charges :  If 
he  could.  Whether  he  could  give  power  to  the  (heriffto  aflcls  the  county  ? 
As  in  this  cafe,  admit  he  had  power  to  charge  and  afTefs,  Whether  he 
could  levy  the  money  unpaid,  by  this  courfc  of  certiorari  and  mittimus; 
as  he  might  do  if  it  was  his  own  proper  debt  ?  The  firft,  though  ar- 
gued  fully,  yet  he  doubted  whether  it  Itood  rightly  dated  :  Yet  admit- 
ted by  them,  as  there  was  a  nccefllty  to  ftate  it  on  the  King's  part,  as 
Mr.  Solicitor  had  (Vated  it,  or  wave  the  difpute.  Mr.  Holbourn  then  pro- 
ceeded to  confider  the  firft  queftion,  and  Ihewed  that  there  was  no  fuch 
inftant  necefTity,  but  that  a  parliament  might  have  been  time  enough 
called,  to  have  confidered  of  the  means  of  defence.  That  in  the  writ 
dated  the  4th  of  Auguft  there  appeared  no  danger  of  the  kingdom  be- 
ing  then  loft ;  nothing  but  for  protcding  merchants  and  for  common 
defence  ♦,  and  in  the  mittimus  were  no  exprefs  words  of  danger  to  the 
kingdom  inftant  and  unavoidable.  Mr.  Holbourn  objeded  to  the  word 
fa/us  in  the  mittimus ;  it  was  but  a  metaphor  in  writs ;  and  in  plead- 
ings metaphors  were  dangerous ;  they  did  not  know  how  to  take  ifTue 
upon  them.  He  doubted  whether  if  the  King  put  particular  reafons 
into  the  writ,  the  law  did  permit  any  after-writ  to  put  in  farther  claufes 
of  the  fame  nature  to  the  fame  end  :  That  tho'  it  did  now  appear  by  the 
mittimus,  that  the  4th  of  Auguft  the  kingdom  was  in  danger  of  beir.o- 
Joft,  yet  this  was  not  fufficient  in  law;  nor  could  their  demurrer  hui^ 
them,  becaufe  it  muft  have  lb  appeared  in  the  writ  4  Aug.  iifelf ;  for  the 
writ  and  declaration  in  law  mult  ever  contain  precifely  fo  much  of  mat- 
ter as  is  neccftarily  t»ue  to  warrant  the  demand.  If  a  danger  declared 
made  the  cafe,  how  fliould  the  ful-yecl  know  by  the  writ  4  Aug.  whe- 
ther to  obey  or  not  ?  TV:  law  bound  not  a  man  to  divine  -,  and  if  the 
lubfequent  declaration  mended  the  cafe,  then  the  fubjrd  would  he  a 
wrong  doer  ex  parU  fa  i  The  negative  part  of  my  argument,  faid  he, 
IS,  that  the  Kirg  cannot,  out  of  parliament,  charge  the  fubjcd  j  not 
only  for  guard  of  the  fea  againft  pirates,  but  alio  not  for  the  ordinary 
defence  ot  the  kingdom,  tho'  the  King  judae  the  kingdom  to  be  un- 
avoidably m  danger  to  be  lolt.  My  pofitive  part  is,  that  the  King  is  re- 
gularly  to  be  at  the  charge  for  guarding  the  fea  againft  pirates,  and  for 
the  defence  of  land  and  fea  againft  enemies,  fo  far  forth  as  he  is  able  ;  and 
that  he  has  provifion  for  both,  efpecially  for  the  fea-fervice.  Adrriit  it 
l>e  agreed,  that  by  the  policy  of  the  kingdom  the  Kn.cr  cannot  charge 
the  lubjed:,  \ct  the  King  may  without  advice  in  parhaiv.enr,  in  cafes 
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extraordinary,  where,  in  his  judgment,  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  is 
in  inftant  danger;  and  that  the  bufinefs  will  not  admit  the  calling  of  a 
parliament.     Mr.  Solicitor  fortified  this  diftindion  with  ftrong  reafon- 
ing,  falus  populifuprema  lex-,  and  then,  forefeeing  the  encounter  of  a  re- 
ply, he  laith,  the  fubjedt  muft  not  fay  that  although  the  power  be  in  the 
King,  he  will  enlarge  his  power,  for  the  King  can  do  no  v/rong.     1  he 
diftindion  between  danger  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  where  the  Kuig 
doth  think  a  danger,  and  a  parliament  cannot  be  called ;  that  diftinc* 
tion,  I  fay,  muft  needs  deftroy  the  policy  of  the  whole-,  for  as  I  con- 
ceive, the  end  of  that  policy  is,  that  it  ftiould  never  be  in  the  power  of  any 
governor  to  become  fubjed  to  will  or  error.     The  law-books  fay,  the 
King  can  do  no  wrong,  and  therefore  hath  taken  care  that  he  ftiould 
do  no  wrong  ;  for  he  cannot  make  a  difleifin,  nor  difcontinuance  ♦,  there 
may  be  an  inclination  to  entry,  but  the  law,  becaufe  he  ftiould  do  no 
wrong,  hath  made  this  ad  void.     1  Ihall  offer  the  judgments  of  leveral 
fages  in  England  $  they  ever  thought  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  allow  any 
exceptions  whatfoever,  left  the  party  that  was  meant  to  be  reftrained 
ftiould  be  judge,  and  then  go  out  when  he  would.     Thomas  of  Becket, 
he  would  not  iWear  to  the  laws  of  king  Hen.  II.  unlefs  he  might  put  m 
"  this  cxprcflion,  falvo  honore  Dei.     The  King  never  meant  to  violate  any 
of  thcfc  i  but  if  that  had  been  allowed,  the  clergy  had  been  judges.     In 
all  ads  of  parliament,  where  the  King  was  to  be  limited  or  reftrained, 
they  would  have  it  in  words  fo  punftual, .  that  they  would  not  admit  ot 
matter  of  evafion.     The  ftatute  28  Ed.  I.  after  the  confirmation  of  two 
charters,  and  divers  additions,  there  comes  at  laft  a  falvo,  jure  corona. 
Your  lordlhips  will  find  in  hiftory,  how  all  this  was  fatisfied.     And  29 
Ed.  I.  at  a  parliament  held  at  Lincoln,  the  King  made  a  confirmation 
without  4  falvo.     It  may  be  demanded,  how  came  in  thofe  favings  into 
thofe  aits,  if  the  parliament  did  not  like  them  ?  And  if  they  were  put 
in,  here  was  a  truft.     I'o  give  you  the  true  anfwer,  the  exception  never 
came  in  originally  from  both  houfes,  but  from  the  Lords  themfelves: 
Thofe  were  not  times  of  granting  all  or  denying  all  i  but  to  aniwer  fome 
as  to  fome  part,  and  Ibmetimes  an  exception  •,  and  this  being  read,  the 
ad  drawn  up  upon  the  whole  by  the  King's  counfel :  And  this  mifchief 
was  found  out  5  Hen.  IV.  and  from  that  time  all  petitions  were  wholly 
rrranted  or  denied.     Mr.  Holbourn  fortified  ihefe  aflbrtions  with  prece- 
dents •,  and,  to  ftiew  fully  the  defired  exception,  he  cited  the  example  of 
Normandy,   which,   having  the  lame  privileges  the  Englifti  wbjedts 
claimed,  loft  them  by  allowing  a  falvo.     Mr.  Holbourn  repeated  Mr. 
St.  John's  objedion,  that  if  the  King  might  charge  if  he  would,  as  on 
o-cafion,  fo  on  no  occafion,  as  to  feventeen  pounds  fo  to  ieventcen  hun- 
dred pounds,  ad  infiniium :  And  added,  becaufe  it  is  taken  tor  a  maxim, 
that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  and  therefore  the  law  doth  repofe  this 
truft  in  him,  of  charging  without  any  danger  at  all.     I  ftiall  ihew  that 
t1ic  fame  law  doth  take  notice,  how  and  in  what  manner  the  King  can 
do  amifs,  and  where  it  is  fparing  to  leave  him  a  power  to  lay  a  charge  on 
Vol.  II.  b  ^''^ 
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it  (hall  he  cancelled  :  then  there  was  a  commifTion  for  loans  5  Feb. 
2  Car.  and  this  they  fay,  it  was  for  defence  of  the  kingdom.  It  appears 
it  was  for  the  defence  of  the  Palatinate  and  Denmark,  and  for  that,  a 
bilhop  was  fenienccd  for  his  millaking.  Mr.  Pyni  brought  up  the  arti- 
cles againll  him. 

Mr.  Holbourn  argued  next :  The  firft  queftion  was,  he  faid.  Whether 
Dpon  the  whole  record,  the  cafe  did  appear  for  the  King.  That  the  4th 
Augull  1 1  Car.  being  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  writ,  the  King  coukl 
charge  the  cour.^y  of  Bucks  to  find  a  Ibip  at  their  cofts  and  charges :  If 
he  coukl.  Whether  he  could  give  power  to  the  (heriff  to  aflcfs  rhe  county  ? 
As  in  this  cafe,  admit  he  had  power  to  charge  and  afltfs,  Whether  he 
could  levy  the  money  unpaid,  by  this  courfe  of  certiorari  and  mittimus; 
as  he  might  do  if  it  was  his  own  proper  debt  ?  The  fird,  though  ar- 
gued fully,  yet  he  doubted  whether  it  Itood  rightly  ftated  :  Yet  admit- 
led  by  them,  as  there  was  a  necelTity  to  Hate  it  on  the  King's  part,  as 
Mr.  Solicitor  had  iVated  it,  or  wave  the  diljuite.  Mr.  I  lolbourn  then  pro- 
ceeded to  confider  the  fiill  quellion,  and  (hewed  that  there  was  no  fuch 
inllant  necelfity,  but  that  a  parliament  might  have  been  time  enough 
called,  to  have  confidered  of  the  means  of  defence.  That  in  the  writ 
dated  the  4th  of  Auguft  there  appeared  no  danger  of  the  kingdom  be- 
ing then  loll  i  nothing  but  for  protecting  merchants  and  for  common 
defence  j  and  in  the  mittimus  were  no  exprefs  words  of  danger  to  the 
kingdom  inftant  and  unavoidable.  Mr.  I  lolbourt)  objedcd  to  the  word 
fa/us  in  the  mittimus ;  it  was  bur  a  rnrciphor  in  writs  j  -.umI  in  plead- 
ings metaphors  were  d.«n^^erou5 ;  ihey  did  not  know  how  to  take  ifluc 
upon  them.  He  doubted  whether  if  the  King  put  particular  reafons 
into  the  writ,  the  law  ilid  j>crinii  any  atter-writ  to  put  in  farther  c laufcs 
ot  the  fame  nature  to  the  hme  mil :  That  tho'  it  did  now  appear  by  the 
mittimus,  that  the  4th  ot  Aupull  the  kingdom  was  in  dan;rc  r  of  being 
Jolt,  yet  this  was  not  t\Jlicieru  in  kiw ;  nor  could  iheir  demurier  hurt 
them,  bccaufe  it  mull  l..we  lb  appeared  in  the  writ  4  Au|j^.  i;klf :  for  the 
writ  and  declaration  in  law  mult  cvei'  tontain  piecildy  lo  rmirh  of  mat- 
ter as  is  necelTarily  true  to  w.inart  the  demiw.d.  If  a  dr.M"rr  declared 
made  the  cafe,  how  ilnMikl  the  I'ubject  know  by  the  writ  4  A  up,,  whe- 
ther to  obey  or  not  ?  T  .^  law  bound  not  a  man  to  divitu-  \  mk!  if  the 
lubfequent  declaration  mended  the  cale,  then  the  lubj*  d  would  he  a 
wrong  doer  tx  jprtr/t/i  /.  Thr  negati-e  part  of  my  argument,  laid  he, 
is,  that  the  Kir g  cannot,  out  of  ;  arlianunt,  charge  rhelubjtfti  not 
only  for  guard  of  the  \h\  ai<uifill  pirates,  hut  alio  not  for  the"  ordinary 
defence  ot  the  kingdotn,  rW  (he  Kmu;  jud^jc  the  kingdom  to  be  un- 
avoidably  in  dmger  to  be  lolh  My  j-ontive  j>art  is,  that  ihc  King  in  re- 
gularly  to  be  at  the  charge  for  puarding  ihe  lea  af^ainll  pir..{es,  unl  lor 
the  defmce  of  land  ami  lea  againll  cncn^ieN,  lo  far  forth  as  he  is  able  •,  and 
that  he  has  provifion  for  boiS,  tlpecially  for  the  fea-lervice.  Adrliit  it 
K-  aj^rtci^,  ihA?  by  chc  poixy  of"  the  kingvlom  ibc  Ku  a  ian-o:  ch.^T;:c 
&x  lwbjic>,  >ti  chc  KiHij  miywirhoot  a*lvi«  in  pjiJi*ii;aif,  ia  cifi-j 
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extraordinary,  where,  in  his  judgment,  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  is 
in  inftant  danger ;  and  that  the  bufincfs  will  not  admit  the  calling  of  a 
parliament.     Mr.  Solicitor  fortified  this  diftindion  with  ftrong  reafon- 
ing,  falus  populi  fuprema  lex'i  and  then,  forefeeing  the  encounter  of  a  re- 
ply, he  iaitn,  the  fubjea  muft  not  fay  that  although  the  power  be  in  the 
King,  he  will  enlarge  his  power,  for  the  King  can  do  no  wrong.     1  he 
diftinftion  between  danger  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  where  the  King 
doth  think  a  danger,  and  a  parliament  cannot  be  called  i  that  diftmc- 
tion,  I  fay,  muft  needs  deftroy  the  policy  of  the  whole-,  for  as  I  con- 
ceive, the  end  of  that  policy  is,  that  it  Ihould  never  be  in  the  power  of  any 
governor  to  become  lubjed  to  will  or  error.     The  law-books  fay,  the 
King  can  do  no  wrong,  and  therefore  hath  taken  care  that  he  fliould 
do  no  wrong  ;  for  he  cannot  make  a  difleifin,  nor  difcontinuance  -,  there 
may  be  an  mclination  to  entry,  but  the  law,  becaufe  he  Ihould  do  no 
wrong,  hath  made  this  a^  void,     1  (hall  offer  the  judgments  of  leveral 
fwft  m  lini^Iind ;  they  oxr  thought  it  1  dangerous  thing  to  aliow  iny 
cxcctxioo^  whjrtUxvcr,  left  the  party  thait  wis  meant  to  be  rcftraincd 
Aooid  be  i^gc,  and  then  co  out  when  he  wowkl .     Thoniw  ol  Bccket, 
be  vxM\d  oot  f«car  to  thcTiw*  of  king  Hen.  11.  «nlcl»  he  fOight  \nx  la 
this  cxpnrlliott,  /t/w  hinre  Dei.    The  KiD({  oever  nu^iiu  co  vjoIkc  any 
of  tbck  -,  but  it  thit  IukJ  beet*  ittowed*  tbc  ckfgv  hid  been  jiiilgcJ.     In 
1)1 1^  of  parliament,  where  the  King  w«  to  be  ImiTtcd  or  rcltninrd. 
ihti-  wuuki  Un\x  it  in  w.^Tds  (o  pus^fiu*!,  thit  they  wuU  not  admit  c<l 
mittcf  of  o-jficci.     The  lUoic  ^  8  Ud.  L  i^ficr  tlic  confirmai^xi  of  two 
charicfj.  and  d^vat  JuWicions^  there  cotnes  it  lall  a  Ulvn,  jtre  icr^M. 
Your  lordlh«»>  will  fw>d  in  hillory,  »ki«  all  this  wm  fat»$ficd.     And  ti> 
I'd.  1.  at  1  piflumem  held  at  Lincoln,  the  King  tntdc  a  conh--miiu» 
vukout  A  lilvo.     It  may  be  dcfliarxltd,  hon«r  cinK  in  tliole  UvingJ  into 
thoTe  aib»  i£  tbc  pirli4nwnt  did  not  Wee  tbcm  ?  And  if  they  ^rrc  pot 
in,  here  «aj  a  trolt    To  gi^T  >ou  the  true  anftucr,  the  cxocplioo  ocvcr 
cimc  in  originiily  ftwn  U?ih  houfcs  but  from  the  Lxirdi  ihctnfelycs: 
Tho^  were  not  limes  of  gfHtting  all  or  denying  alU  bo<  to  m^urr  lomc 
av  to  fome  pjrt,  and  fcmciimes  an  exce|»tm;  ar>d  this  bcwg  rcid,  the 
aa  drawn  uji  upon  the  vthc^k  by  the  King%  coun^l :  Ai>J  l>ut  nufch>et 
vni  foand  out  5  Hen.  IV.  md  from  ihit  time  ill  j>cmioos  xwc  whclly 
crtnicd  Q€  denied.     Mr.  Holb<xun  fortified  thele  artertionj  mith  prcce- 
Sinits  i  tind,  to  \hcn  fully  the  defirrd  cicrpik.n,  he  ««'^,J**^,.^*?^P!^'^ 
KocmiiKiy,   whi>ch,   having  the  i*n>c  privikgo  llic  I*Jiglilh  l«j>jc<l^ 
claiiued,  loU  tliem  by  ithmr^  a  IJlw-    Mf  Holbourn  repealed  Mr. 
St.  John'vobjKlKin,  that  if  the  King  might  chwigc  if  he  woukl,  as  ooi 
o:ca6on,  lb  oa  no  occafion,  11$  10  irreoteen  pound*  fo  to  fcvcnceen  hun- 
dftd  inyjnds  tf.Y  ft^^^uum :  Ami  i^lcd»  bccauJe  rt  w  i^kcn  for  a  maxim, 
chat  the  King  cin  do  rw  wrong,  and  therefore  the  »aw  dcjh  reinXe  this 
truft  in  hint,  of  charging  without  r.ny  dunger  1:  all.     i  lh»U  fijfw  thit 
the  f*.^c  hw  doih  ukc  notkc,  Ivo*/  and  in  what  miansr  the  Kiogcon 
60  awili,  and  iiAcic  it  is  ^piring  to  kavc  htm  4  power  to  Iny  a  charge  on 
Vol.  II.  •^  *'*^ 
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the  fubjed,  even  in  fmall  things,  when  the  quantum  refts  in  his  judg- 
ment :  It  is  true,  the  law  doth  allow  the  King  to  command  payment  of 
money  in  fome  cafes,  yet  where  the  quantum  on  occafion  is  I'ubjed  to  a 
trial,  to  fay  that  the  King  cannot  err  in  his  natural  capacity  is  ftrange  j 
human  nature  is  not  capable  of  fuch  a  prerogative.     Princes  are  fubjed 
to  natural  infirmities  ot  the  body,  and  muft  die ;  even  fo  of  the  under- 
flanding  and  will.     How  many  a6ls  cf  parliament  have  we  in  print, 
declaring  the  King's  miilakes  in  the  ads  thcmfelves,  and  providing  re- 
medy for  the  future,  yea  in  their  own  times  ?  As  the  law  faith  the  King 
may  miftake  in  his  natural  capacity,  fo  it  hath  taken  care  that  in  his 
politic  capacity  he  Ihall  not ;  and  hath  provided  means  to  prevent  it,  a 
writ  of  ad  quod  damnum.     Here  Mr.  Hoi  bourn  quoted  law-cafes  and 
ftatutes  to  ihew  how  the  King  was  reftraincd  from  taxing ;  and  defired 
the  judges  to  confider,  how  unwilling  the  common  law  was  to  leave 
him  at  liberty  to  charge  his  fubjeds ;  and  how  he  was  reftrained  by  ads 
of  parliament,  when  the  common  law  before  did  give  liberty,     'i'hefe 
?ds  of  parliament  he  mentioned;  and  anfwered  the  objections  that  Mr. 
Solicitor  had  raifed  to  the  authenticity  and  meaning  of  thefe  ftatutes. 
Mr.  Holbourn  then  brought  many  authorities  to  prove,  that  it  was  the 
pradice  of  former  Kings  in  all  ages  to  refort,  on  exiraordinary  occafions, 
to  parliament  j  and  when  they  could  not  effcd  their  end  by  that  means, 
they  made  many  borrowings,   as  appeared    by  the  parliament  rolls. 
What  other  courfes,  fays  he,  they  have  taken,  appears  by  the  former 
arguments ;  and  when  the  King  received  fuch  fupplies,  it  came  volun- 
tarily, and  with  many  proteltations,   that  thofe  things  fhould  not  be 
drawn  into  example.     The  people  ever  denied  the  pradice  of  raifing 
arbitrary  impofitions  on  them,  under  pretence  of  defence  of  the  k  ng- 
dom.     Mr.  Holbourn  next  enforced  Mr.  St.  John's  arguments  con- 
cerning the  provifion  the  kw  had  given  the  King  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom;  and  farther  infifted,  that  the  King  could  lay  no  charge,  not 
even  in  little  things,  on  the  public;  he  quoted  a  book-cafe  of  the  13  Ed. 
IV.  concerning  a  new  office  of  mealurage,  pro  bono  publico,  and  an  adion 
brought,  complained  of  in  parliament  to  be  againil  the  ftatutes,  to  pro- 
vide that  no  taxes  ftiould  be  laid.     The  anfwer  was,  Lee  the  ftatute  be 
obfervcd.     Lord  Latimer's  cafe,  condemned  to  die  for  laying  on  im- 
pofitions on  merchandize  by  the  King's  order.     Mr.  Holbourn  obferved 
on  the  proteftation  of  the  Commons,  with  the  grant  of  tonnage  and 
poundage  to  Hen.  IV.  To  what  end,  faid  he,  would  they  have  proteft- 
cd,  that  it  was  granted  of  loan,  and  not  of  right,  if  the  King  might 
charge  them  another  way  ?    In  that  cafe,  it  muft  be  all  one  °to  them 
which  way  they  bore  it,  whether  by  tonnage  and  poundage,  or  otherwife. 
The  preamble  to  the  grant  of  tonnage  and  poundage,   i  Jac.  was  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Holbourn,  the  condemnation  of  the  commiflion  of  loans 
and  benevolence,  and  the  commiflion  of  advice  in  the  prefent  reign, 
the  Petition  of  Right,  and,  laftly,  the  judgment  of  both  houfes  on 
Manwaiing's  fermon.     To  the  cafes  where  property  yieidcth  to  necef- 
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fity,  that  Mr.  Solicitor  had  quoted,  fuch  as  a  houfe  on  fire,  a  (hip  in  a 
ftorm,  when  the  danger  is  in  proxima  potentia^  anfwered  Mr.  Holbourn, 
We  may  prevent  it.  When  another  man's  houfe  be  on  fire,  mine  may 
be  pulled  down  to  ftop  it ;  fo  that  we  may  fee  by  what  grounds  we  go  in 
the  cafe  of  ablolute  necefllty  :  If  there  be  a  ftorm,  or  leak  in  a  fhip,  that 
the  danger  be  adual,  it  is  juftifiable  for  the  mafter  to  throw  out  the 
goods ;  but  if  he  lees  a  cloud  arife,  and,  out  of  fear  of  a  ftorm,  he  throw 
out  the  goods,  I  doubt  on  a  jury  which  way  this  would  go.  My  lords, 
concluded  Mr.  Holbourn,  there  are  in  the  cafe  two  points  more  which  I 
fhall  move :  Whether  or  no,  admit  the  King  could  command  the  fubjeds 
to  find  fliips,  he  can  give  power  to  the  ftieriffs  to  make  the  afleffment,  as 
in  the  writ.  The  ground  is  upon  this,  that  in  all  cafes  of  politic  charges, 
the  law  takes  an  elpecial  care  to  make  an  equality.  In  parliaments  of  old, 
they  were  always  careful  to  make  provifion  that  way,  as  upon  fifteenths 
and  fubfidies;  and  in  Dane-Gelt,  they  went  fuch  a  way,  as  there  could  be 
no  inequality  ;  they  went  by  taxing  of  hides.  Now  if  the  law  doth 
make  this  a  legal  way  of  charging,  it  allows  the  like  way  for  afl^eflTment 
that  is  allowed  in  other  cafes  ;  fuch  a  way  as  wherein  there  can  be  no  in- 
convenience. If  a  hundred  be  charged,  they  have  ways  to  lay  it  on  them- 
felves  proportionably.  The  next  thing  is  this ;  admit  a  levy  may  be  well 
made,  whether  the  money  thus  paid  may  be  brought  into  the  Exchequer 
by  a  fcire  facias:  I  do  think  this  is  the  firft  writ  that  ever  was  of  this 
kind.  I  do  not  find  it  regular.  My  lords,  I  think  it  is  hard  to  find 
where  there  is  a  writ  that  commands  and  prefcribes  the  manner  of  levy  : 
it  not  only  gives  you  power  to  levy,  but  fets  the  way  of  levying  by  impo- 
fition,  by  diftrefs,  by  felling;  for  my  part  I  know  no  cafe  can  match  it. 

Sir  John  Banks,  the  attorney-general,  offered  his  argument,  with  an 
aflertion,  that  this  power  of  charging  the  fubjeds  was  inter  jura  fumma 
majejialisy  innate  in  the  perlbn  of  an  abfolute  king,  and  iri  the  perfons 
of  the  Kings  of  England ;  that  it  was  fo  inherent  in  the  King's  perfon, 
that  it  was  not  any  ways  derived  from  the  people,  nor  was  it  confined 
to  the  political  advice  that  the  King  muft  be  in  cathedra,  fitting  in  par- 
liament. That  the  King  of  England  had  an  entire  empire ;  was  an  ab- 
folute monarch:  Nothing  could  be  given  to  an  abfolute  prince  that 
was  not  inherent  in  his  perfon,  as  appeared  by  books,  records,  and  ads 
of  parliament.  That  the  King  held  his  empire  immediately  of  the  God 
cf  Heaven,  and,  at  his  coronation,  his  crown  was  elevated  as  a  fignifi- 
cation  thereof  *.  There  is  an  objedion  made,  faid  he,  that  if  charging 
the  people  ftiould  reft  in  the  power  of  the  King,  he  might  do  it  when 
there  was  no  ground  for  it,  and  without  caufe ;  this  is  clearly  againft 
prelumption  of  law ;  for  where  the  law  trufteth,  we  ought  not  to  dif- 
truft.  The  King,  as  appeareth  by  all  our  books,  is  the  fountain  of  juf- 
tice  and  piety,  and  will  do  juftice  to  all  his  fubjeds ;  all  juftice  is  de- 

•  The  reader  who  is  defirous  of  feeing  this  attorney-general's  doilrine  more  at  large, 
may  confult  a  late  publication  entitled,  Droit  le  Roi  j  a  copy  of  which  was  burnt  by  ihc 
hands  of  the  hangman,  Ann.  17^4.  . 
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rived  from  the  King-,  the  King,  being G(xi*s  lieutenant,  cannot  do  wronff. 
The  King  could  not  be  made  an  inftrumcnt  ot  covin  and  fraud,  but  the 
patent  was  void.     At  the  comn-.on  law,  a  man  committed  by  the  Kin^r 
IS  cot  repleviable^  if  committed  by  his  council,  that  is,  his  reprefcnta"^ 
live  body,  he  is  not  repleviable.    If  the  King  commit  a  man  per  louche 
he  is  not  repleviable  :  For  a  farther  reafon,  thofe  tliat  are  his  deleaates* 
or  Judges,  are  not  to  be  miftrulled.    That  which  a  judge  doth,  as  m  his 
office,  fhall  not  be  afligned  for  error :  If  it  be  fo  in  the  delegate  power 
much  more  in  the  primitive  and  tounrain,  ^c.     The  King,  as  he  is  Kin<^ 
of  :■  ngland  alone,  for  the  common  defence  of  the  realm,  twlyjiatuere.  Sec. 
He  may  do  it  by  tlx-  advice  of  his  council  when  he  plealcs.    He  mav  or- 
da-n  kveral  ways,  by  the  inftitution  of  the  common  law,  by  his  ordinance 
by  his  proclamations,  by  his  patents,  by  his  writs,  and,  in  le^al  matters* 
by  his  judges.    That  this  may  be  done  by  him,  it  is  agreeabfc  to  reafon  • 
for  Kings  wcrebefcrt  parliaments ;  and  then  furely  they  might  have  done 
it.     As  juftice  o.oti\  flow  from  the  crown  originally,  as  it  was  in  Mofes, 
fo  it  is  ill  the  King  of  t  ngland,  only  in  the  King's  perfon.     But  after- 
wjrds,  the  King  did  depute  his  depuiies,  and  gave  other  powers.   There 
was  a  time,  when  there  were  no  municipal  laws,  when  pofitive  laws  were 
noteftabliaied,  when  Kings  did  rule  their  people  according  to  natural 
equity;  fincc  the.e  have  been  pofitive  laws,  and  municipal  laws,  the 
Kings  of  England  tliey  have  ordained,  as  by  thofe  feveral  records  cited, 
appears.     The  King  and  his  lords  m..y  m.ike  an  ordinance  that  Ihall  be 
ai  binding  as  a  ftatute.    There  is  no  claufe,  nor  any  particular  in  the  writ 
4  .-\ug.  1 1  Car.  but  is  warranted  upon  many  precedents,  and  in'this  thing 
the  King  doth  bm  jukrc  ferk^im.    For  the  diredion  it  is,  as  in  this  writ; 
iometimes  upon  one,  as  pro^:s  homihibus  of  fuch  a  county ;  fometimes  the 
direction  is  to  commiflioners, fometimes  one  way,  fometimes  another;  and 
of  this,  of  the  precedents  thcmlclves,  when  your  lordfhips  come  to  fee 
them,  I  (hall  fpcak.     1  hey  would  have  tlic  King  defcend  fo  low  as  to 
give  them  a  realbn  why  he  doth  it;  Ibme  reafons  are  exprefTed  in  the  writ, 
as  quia  fericulum  immintnsy  quia  pro  ddUnfione  rcgni,  tuitione  maris,  fccuri- 
tate  fubdilcrum^  faha  conduflioKe  naviutn^  &c.     My  lords,  all  thcfe  are 
exprefled  in  the  records  9  Ed.  III.  M.  12.  fed  10.  Ed.  Ill  M  20  R 
Aim.  12.  Ed.  III.  M.  I.  R.  Aim.  13  Ed  III.  M.  13      I  find  in  thefe 
writs  the  lame  matter,  power  of  afTcliments,  fometimes  levies  by  diftrefs» 
and   imprifonment ;  nay,  feizure  of  lands  and  tenements,  goods,  and 
chattels,  and  that  it  was  at  the  charges  of  the  counties,  both  inland  and 
maritime;  this  appcareth  R.  fed.  8  Ed.  II.  M.  9.  de  }tavigio  trovidcnd. 
Pat. 9  Ed.  1 1.  M.  2 6.  Pars  2.  I).-  nciigio providtndo pro  cujiedia  maris.  They 
fay  this  power  of  afTelfing  the  people  for  fums  uncertain  ought  to  tc 
no  more  than  efcuage  uncertain,  and  muft  be  aflcfi'ed  in  parliament    a 
lervicc  that  is  to  be  done  by  the  tenant  to  his  lord.     What  if  this  be'  fo 
that  It  mud  be  afiefled  in  parliament .?  your  lordQiips  know,  that  the 
tenants  muft  do  according  to  the  original  duties  of  them  ;  and  if  this  be 
that  the  lord  (hall  not  aflefs  them  but  in  parliamenr,  is  that  an  argument 
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from  a  tenant  to  a  lord  in  this  cafe .?  This  is  fervice  commanded  not  by 
tenure,  but  a  King  from  his  fdbjeds :  Tliis  is  fuitable  to  the  reafon  of 
law  in  other  cales ;  for  thofe  ancient  aids  which  the  law  doth  require  tor 
the  making  his  cldeft  ion  a  knighr,  or  pour  filU  m.urier;  are  not  thofv,* 
certain  at  the  common  law  ?  Mull  there  be  an  aJl  of  parliament  to  allels 
thofe  a  ds  ?  the  books  are  otherwife.  But  they  fay  the  IberifF  is  no  pro- 
per officer,  norfworn  to  execute  this  writ;  this  is  as  wide  as  the  other: 
For,  my  lords,  the  Qieriffs  arefworn  to  execute  all  writs  that  fhall  be  de- 
livered to  them  for  the  King's  fervice.  l^or  the  manner  of  levying  per 
dijlri^iioncs,  and  by  imprifonment  of  thofe  that  do  refule ;  is  dus  new .?  It 
hath  been  fo  in  all  the  precedents  that  have  been  vouched,  both  by  diftrefs 
and  imprifonment.  They  except  to  the  penalty  of  the  writ.  The  pe- 
nalty of  former  writs  have  gone  higher,  i^c.  Mr.  Attorney,  in  his  laft 
day*s  argument,  undertook  to  anfwer  the  feveral  afts  or  parliament,  re- 
cords,'and  reafons,  that  had  been  urged  on  the  other  fide ;  and  to  anlwer 
the  excepuons  that  had  been  taken  to  the  forai  cf  proceedings.  The  (irft 
aa  that  was  infilled  on  was  that  of  V/illiam  I.  This,  he  faid,  did  no  way 
trench  upon  th*  royal  power:  It  wa^  anh-.rent  in  the  Kings  of  Iing'anJ 
before  the  Conquctt,  and  here  was  only  a  coiicelfion  tiiat  they  fiiould  be 
free,  ab  omni  injvjla  exa£f:one.  The  next  thing  infii.ed  on  was  the  charter 
17  Johan.  This  was  an  enforced  ad  froiii  a  diftrefled  King:  Shall  this 
bind  the  crown  ?  For  the  ftatute  of  Magna  Ghana  it  was  made  3  Hen  III. 
The  general  words  of  this  ad  did  no  way  impearh  the  royal  power  ;  for 
the  royal  power  was  kx  t^rra:  for  the  Itaturc  deralUigio  mn  concedcndc, 
it  took  away  no  aids  that  w.ie  due  by  :he  law  of  the  realm :  Yet  the  words 
were  c^eneral,  without  an  exemption,  as  of  aid  for  to  knight  the  King's 
fon,  o^r  to  marry  \\\s  daughter;  yet  the  law  was  obferved  ;  thefe  aids  were 
not  taken  away,  and  fo  it  was  declared  in  the  25  Ed.  I.  cap.  i^- which 
reduced  thefe  aids  to  a  certainty.  The  next  ftatute  objected  was  Ld.  III. 
cap  5.  the  words  are  thefe:  '^  That  no  man  ftiall  be  charged  to  arm 
himfelf  otherwife  than  in  the  time  cf  die  King's  progeniton,  but  where  , 
necefllty  requires,  and  the  fudden  comino;  of  ft  ran  ^^e  enemies  withwi  tne 
realm."  bo  this  Uarute  is  relative  to  what  had  been  formerly  done 
What  hath  been  formerly  done,  appeareth  by  tiie  records  in  the  times  of 
John  and  Ed.  I. ;  that  the  fubjec^s  were  to  fet  forth  (hipping  at  their 
own  charge,  and  then  this  ftatute  alloweth  in  two  cafes,  one  Nvhere  ne- 
cefTiiy  rcqoireth,  the  other  upon  coming  of  ftian>;e  enemies ;  and  this 
writ  requireth  no  other  than  where  there  is  a  necefiity  m  the  King  s 
iudament.  The  next  ftatute  is  i  Ed.  III.  cap.  7.  where  men  at  arms 
were  conveyed  into  hcotland  and  Gafcoigne  without  NNagts ;  the  King 
faith  it  fiiall  be  done  fo  no  more.  The  ftatute  meniioncih  Scotland  and 
Gafcoiene,  foreign  wars.  1  he  next  ftatute  was^  the  iS  !id.  III.  cap.  7. 
men  of  arms,  hobellers,  and  archers,  Ihall  be  at  the  Kings  fervice; 
the  ftatute  fpeaketh  likewife  of  going  out  of  England :  But  he  that  is 
upon  the  defence  of  the  fea,  it  is  no  going  out  or  England.  1  he  next 
ftatute  was  25  Ed.  III.  cap.  8.  no  man  ftiall  be  compelled  to  find  mc^ 
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of  arms,  hobellers,  and  archers,  otherwife  than  thofe  that  hold  of  fuch 
fervice,  without  confent :    This  ftatutc  of  25  Ed.  III.  doth  not  take 
away  former  laws;  thcfc  three  ftatutes  of  i  Ed.  IJI.  18  Ed.  III.  and 
25  Ed.  III.  arc  recited  in  the  llatute  4  Hen.  IV.  and  'tis  enadled,  they 
(hall  be  firmly  holden,  and  kept  in  all  points ;  fo,  if  thefe  ftatutes  muft: 
be  kept  firmly  in  all  points,  then  the  ftatute  25  Ed.  III.  doth  not  re- 
peal any  of  thefe.     They  have  objected,  continued  Mr.  Attorney,  the 
counfel  of  the  fages  of  the  realm  in  the  timeof  Ric.  II. — This  is  no  aft  of 
parliament,  but  a  communication  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 
the  nonage  of  a  young  prince,  who  did  not  affent.     The  next  record 
objefted  was,  9  Kic.  II.  a  tenth  and  a  half,  and  a  fifteenth,  granted  to 
the  King,  on  condition  that  the  great  officers  of  the  kingdom  (hould 
be  named  in  parliament,    and  fervants  appointed  for  difpenfe  of  the 
monies.     If  the  King  doth  accept  of  fubfidies  and  aids  upon  condition, 
does  this  take  away  his  royal  power  ?  There  is  no  more  done  in  this 
than  was  in  the  parliament  2 1  Jac.  for  there  the  officers  and  treafurer 
were  appointed  by  the  houfes  of  parliament.     Farther  it  appeareth  this  . 
was  granted  pro  viaggio  Jobannis  Regis  de  CaJlUe,  and  not  for  the  cuftody 
of  the  fea.     The  next  record  infilled  on  was,  a  tenth  and  a  half,  and  a 
fifteenth  and  a  half,  granted  with  a  proteftaiion  that  it  (hould  not  be 
brought  into  example;  this  is  nothing,  no  more  than  the  ether;  a  pro- 
telhtion  can  no  way  prejudice  the  crown  in  this.     The  King's  fpeech 
7  Ed.  IV.  is  objefted.     My  lords,  this  is  nothing  but  a  gracious  fpeech 
of  the  King's  to  his  fubjefts,  that  he  would  charge  them  but  in  fuch 
cafes  as  fhould  concern  the  defence  of  the  realm.     The  ftatute  next  ob- 
jeded  was,  i  Ric.  III.     This  is  no  benevolence,  but  a  legal  due.    Next 
they  objea  to  the  ftatutes  of  tonnage  and  poundage  granted  to  the  crc/wn 
for  dettnce  of  the  realm.     In  anfwer  to  this  I  fay,  that  there  is  no  aft 
for  tonnage  and  poundage  that  is  now  in  force;  neither  are  any  duties 
taken  to  the  crown  upon  ad  of  parliament ;  thofe  ads  for  tonnaae  and 
poundage  that  have  been  granted  make  for  the  crown,     if  your  lord- 
fhips  look  in  the  ftatute  1  Eliz.  and  i  Jac.  it  was  given  towards  the 
King's  charges,  not  intended  of  extraordinary  defence.     In  the  next 
place,  they  infiiled  on  the  Petition  of  Right,  3  Car.     It  was  never  in- 
tended that  any  power  of  the  King,  by  his  prerogative,  ftiould  be 
taken  away  or  leflened  by  it.     1  dare  be  bold  to  affirm,  for  I  was  of 
that  parliament,  and  was  prefent  at  the  debate,  that  there  was  never  a 
word  fpoken  in  the  debate  of  taking  away  any  power  of  the  King  for 
the  ftiipping  bufinefs ;  bcfides,  it  is  declared,  affented  to,  and  denied 
by  none,  that  there  was  no  intention  by  the  Petition  of  Right  to  take 
away  the  prerogative  of  the  King  :  The  King  thereby  did  grant  no  new 
thing,  but  did  only  confirm  the  ancient  and  old  liberties  of  the  fubjeft. 
For  an  anlwer  to  fcandalous  objeftions,  it  hath  been  faid,  by  Mr  Hoi- 
bourn,  of  thefe  ftatutes  of  the  25  Ed.  I.  and  28  Ed.  I.  that  at  the  time 
of  making  thefe  laws  they  were  pofitive ;  no  fuch  falvo  was  in  them  of 
the  King's  prerogative  ;  that  the  afts  before  Hen.  IV.  were  penned  by 
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the  King's  council,  and  thofe  claufes  of  a  falvo  crept  in  by  the  King's 
council :  Thefe  were  bold  and  prefumptuous  aflertions  of  the  ads  of 
parliament  made  in  the  time  of  Ed.  I.  that  there  fhould  be  any  claufes 
added  by  the  King's  council  tliat  fliould  not  be  added  in  the  record. 
Mr.  Attorney,  having  proceeded  to  make  frivolous  objedions  to  all  that 
had  been  quoted  in  favour  of  the  fubjed,  concluded  with  this  piece  of 
fophiftry :  "  Your  lordftiips  have  obferved,  faid  he,  that  in  all  my  dif- 
courfe  I  have  not  infifted  any  way  upon  any  power  of  impofition,  nei- 
ther is  it  the  queftion  in  this  bufinefs ;  for  no  man's  property  is  in- 
vaded ;  no  feizure  of  any  man's  goods,  unlefs  thev  incur  it  by  contempt, 
and  by  a  wilful  contempt  the  fubjed  may  lofc  his  property.  For  the 
fentence  of  Dr.  Manwaring,  it  is  nothing  to  this  purpofe :  this  writ  de- 
nieth  not  the  property  to  be  in  the  fubjed,  but  faith  the  fubjed  hath  the 
property,  and  therefore  commandeth  the  fherifF  to  diftrain  him  if  he  will 
not  pay.  They  have  objeded  Dr.  Cowell's  book,  which  was  called  in  : 
I  wilh  they  had  read  the  proclamation  ;  there  are  three  caufes  exprelfed  : 
Firft,  becaufe  he  had  writ  things  derogatory  to  the  crown  :  Secondly, 

for and  thirdly,  fpeaking  irreverently  of  the  common  law  :  Jutt 

like  to  the  men  who  do  not  fpare  to  wade  into  all  the  deep  myfteries  of 
princes,  who  are  gods  upon  earth.  For  their  objedion  that  the  King  hath 
a  revenue  belonging  to  the  crown,  for  the  defraying  of  all  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  charges,  and  for  the  guards  of  the  lea,  as  tenures,  i'^c. 
my  lords,  it  is  not  for  us  that  are  lawyers  to  look  into  the  fccrets  of  the 
King's  revenue  :  1  he  ftory  of  Adeon  might  deter  men  from  looking 
into  the  fccrets  of  princes.  They  fay  there  was  no  fufficient  danger 
expreffed  in  the  writ  4  Aug.  1 1  Car.  they  fay  a  fupply  by  the  mittimus 
comes  too  late,  and  that  the  words  of  the  mittimus  are  not  a  good  affir- 
mative. P'or  this,  I  have  given  it  an  anfwer,  that  it  was  not  neceflary 
to  rcprefent  the  danger  in  the  writ :  but,  my  lords,  for  the  fatisfadioa 
of  his  people,  the  King  expreffed  fufficient  caufe  in  the  writ,  quia  falus 
regni  pmditabatur.  They  fay,  that  there  was  no  danger  reprelented  at 
this  time  when  the  writ  was  out.  That  is  miftaken,  for  the  writ  of  mit- 
timus doth  recite  the  writ  4  Aug.  and  that  faith,  qiicd  qitid-m  pr^dones, 
piratay  &c.  which  ftiews  that  danger  was  the  caufe  of  the  iffuing  thefe 
writs.  They  except  at  this  v/ord/^//rj;  it  is  a  phyfical  word,  and  figni- 
fieth  health,  and  you  muft  have  no  metaphors  in  writs.  Surely  the  gram- 
marians tell  us,  that  falus  is  taken  pro  iniOlumitate,  as  well  for  fafety 
as  for  health.  Metaphors  are  ufual  in  writs.  I  dare  be  bold  to  fpeak, 
there  ar^  more  metaphors  in  the  regifler  than  in  any  book.  Tnen  they 
have  left  noftone  unrolled  in  this  cafe  ;  now  they  fay  the  King's  telli- 
mony  in  his  writ  is  infufficient :  Lender  favour,  the  tejie  meipfo  is  with- 
out exception  ;  we  are  bound  to  give  credit  to  it.  The  next  exception 
was  taken  to  the  fire  facias^  that  this  fcire  facias  ought  not  to  go  forth 
for  the  debt;  and  two  reafons  were  given  for  it;  firft,  the  writ  4  Aug. 
doth  dired  a  form  of  levying,  which  is  by  diftrefs,  or  imprifoning  thofe 
that  arc  rebels ;  fccondly,  it  is  no  debt  to  the  King,  and  therefore  ought 
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not  to  be  levied  bjr  the  fare  facias.  My  lords,  for  this,  this  duty  is  due 
to  the  commonwealth  ;  it  is  pro  defenftone  regni,  thcfaurus  publicus  refpicit 
regem ;  whofocver  (hall  detain  any  public  duty,  he  may  be  queftioned  by 
the  King  as  the  head  of  the  body  politic  j  this  Jcire  facias  is  grounded 
upon  the  whole  matter,  the  writ  4  Aug.  the  certicrariy  and  mittimus,  and 
commandeth  that  the  defendants  (hall  (hew  caufc  why  they  fhould  not 
pay  the  money  a(re(red  upon  them  by  the  county." 

After  the  pleadings  of  the  lawyers,  the  judges  proceeded  to  give  their 
opinions,  which  each  introduced  by  a  fpeech,  in  which  they  argued  the 
cafe.  Mr.  Baron  Welton  began :  He  obferved  that  Mr.  Holbourn*s  ex- 
ception to  the  words  in  the  mittimus,  that  it  did  not  make  good  the  de- 
ied  of  the  writ,  was  frivolous,  for  the  demurring  to  all  had  confcflcd  all; 
whereas  it  had  been  obie(5lcd,  that  if  this  power  of  raifing  money  were  ad- 
mitted, it  would  keep  back  parliaments.  If  this  power  be  in  the  King, 
and  it  be  juft  and  equal,  then  it  is  not  to  be  taken  from  him,  becaufe  he 
may  mifemploy  his  power;  if  he  mifufe  his  power,  the  fault  is  i.is;  this 
objcftion  cannot  be  made  unlefs  you  fuppofc  injuftice  in  the  King :  Make 
what  laws  you  will,  if  the  King  be  unruly  he  will  break  them.  For  my 
part,  1  am  fatisficd  there  is  an  apparent  danger,  and  that  there  is  a  ne- 
celTity  this  danger  (hould  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Juftice  Crawley  charged  the  plaintiffs  with  talking  impertinently 
of  tonnage  and  poundage,  when  there  was  no  fuch  grant  on  record  •,  of 
Ihip  money  having  been  charged  for  three  years  together,  of  great  fums 
ot  money  impofed  upon  merchandize :  then  you  talk,  continued  he,  of 
the  lubjeds  lofing  their  property  •,  but  this  rather  to  abufe  the  people 
without  either  colour  or  (hadow.  If  you  at  the  bar  had  not  fpoke  it  argu- 
menii  gratia^  it  could  not  but  have  proceeded  out  of  the  depth  of  malice, 
or  ignorance,  or  both  If  one  be  founcj  guilty  of  murder,  and  the  judge 
knoweth  the  contrary,  what  (hall  be  done  ?  He  ought  to  acquaint  the 
King  therewith,  for  it  is  the  King's  right  of  fovercignty  to  pardon,  but  the 
judge  hath  no  fuch  power.  I  fay  the  whole  cafe  appertaincth  to  the  King 
only,  and  he  is  the  fole  judge  both  of  the  defence  of  lea  and  land.  Among 
the  royal  prerogatives,  Mr.  Juftice  Crawley  reckoned  the  power  to  im- 
pofe  taxes  without  confent  of  parliament;  and  faid,  that  the  King  as 
pater  pattU  was,  by  the  law  of  nature,  entrufted  with  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  this  power  to  tax  his  people  was  but  a  confequenccof 
that :  Albeit  fubfidies  be  a  gift  and  grant,  yet  this  is  in  ri^  ht  and  reafon  -, 
if  the  Ion  give  to  the  father  when  he  wants,  it  is  his  duty.  You  have 
alleged  precedents  both  before  the  Conquelt  and  fince :  That  of  the 
Dane  Gelt,  tho'  it  was  a  heavy  yoke,  yet  it  was  ncccfTary  to  be  borne ; 
whether  it  was  granted  by  parliament  or  no,  ron  lonjlat^  I  fay  it  is  a 
good  precedent,  and  I  hold  it  good  without  parliament.  Some  dilbefled 
Kings,  as  king  John,  Hen.  II.  and  Ric  II.  they  did  indeed  do  that  by 
borrowing  which  they  might  have  took  of  right.  Now  to  give  an  an- 
iwcr  to  the  ftatutes  of  23  Ed.  I.  and  14  Ed:  III.  and  the  Petition  of  Right 
3  Car.  admit,  I  fay,  there  were  an  exprefs  ad  that  the  King,  where  The 
^  realm 


APPENDIX. 

realm  in  never  fo  much  danger,  fhould  not  have  aid  from  his  fubjedi 
but  in  parliament,  it  is  a  void  ad.     Will  any  man  fay  fuch  an  ad  will 
bind  i  this  power  is  as  unfeparable  from  the  crown,  as  the  pronouncing 
of  war  and  peace  is :  In  fome  cafes  it  is  ncceffary  to  leave  the  words  of 
the  law,  and  to  follow  that  which  reafon  and  juiVice  requireth,  and  to 
that  intent  equity  is  ordained.     This  impofition  without  parliament  ap- 
pertains to  the  King  originally,  and  to  the  (uccciVor  ipfo  fa^a,  if  he  be  a 
fovereign  in  right  of  his  fovereignty  from  the  crown.     You  cannot  have 
a  king  without  thefe  royal  rights,  no  not  by  ad  of  parliament.     Again, 
thefe  ads  bind  not,  for  that  a  favourable  conftrudlion,  in  cafe  of  the 
King,  is  to  be  had  in  all  cafes.     You  fay  this  tax  hath  contmued  for 
three  years  -,  put  the  cafe  the  danger  continucth  for  three  years,  and  then 
the  King  ceafeth  to  lay  a  charge,  and  the  danger  begins  again  the  next 
year ;  what,  (hall  not  the  King  require  aid  as  the  danger  increafeth  ? 
And  now  to  conclude  without  repetition,  it  doth  apptar  by  this  record, 
that  the  whole  kingdom  is  in  danger  both  by  fea  and  land,  of  ruin  and 
deftrudion,  didionour  and  opprelTion  ;  and  that  danger  is  prefent,  im- 
minent,  and  inftant ;  and  greater  than  the  King  can,  without  the  aids 
of  fubjcds,  well  refift :  Whether  muft  the  King  refort  to  parliament? 
no,  we  lee  the  danger  is  inftant,  and  admits  of  no  delay.     Shall  we  go 
home  and  fit  together  in  carelefs  fccurity  ?  not  fo.     But  let  us  refort  to 
our  pious  and  jult  King,  whole  prerogative  and  right  of  fovereignty  is 
to  defend  the  realm,  and  to  maintain  his  fubjeds'  liberties ;  and  fo  I 

give  judgment  for  the  King.  ,      r    l    1  •     j 

Mr.  JuiVice  Berkley's  exordium  was,  that  the  people  of  the  kingdom 
were  fubjeds  not  Qaves,  freemen  not  villains,  to  be  taxed  de  alto  Csf  bafjo: 
Thou'^h  the  King  of  England  had  a  monarchical  power,  and  had  jura 
fumm.^  majc/lutis,  and  had  an  abfolute  truft  fettled  in  his  crown  and 
perfon,  for  the  government  of  his  fubjeds  -,  yet  his  government  was  to 
be  fecundtm  leges  rcgni.     The  fubjed  had  in  their  goods  a  property,  a 
peculiar  intereil,  a  meum  ^  tuum.     They  had  a  birthright  in  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom  ;  no  new  laws  could  be  put  upon  them  ;  none  of  their 
laws  could  be  altered  or  abrogated  without  their  confent  in  parliament. 
Thus  much  I  fpeak,  faid  Mr.  Juftice,  to  avoid  mifapprehenfions  and 
mifreports  upon  that  which  I  (hall  fay  in  this  cafe ;  not  as  if  there  were 
caufe  of  faying  fo  much  upon  any  thing  challenged  on  the  Kmg's  fide. 
We  have  in  print  his  majefty's  moll  gracious  declaration,   that  it  is 
his  maxim,  that  the  peoples'  liberties  itrengthen  the  King's  prerogative  ; 
and  that  the  King's  prerogative  is  to  defend  the  peoples'  liberties.     It  is 
plain  that  as  onginally,  even  before  the  Romans'  time,  the  frame  of  this 
kingdom  was  a  monarchical  ilate,  fo  for  divers  hundred  of  years  pa(l, 
upon  the  Romans'  defertion  of  it,  and  after  the  Heptarchy  ended,  it 
was,  and  continued,  and  ftill  continueth,  monarchical :  And  our  gra- 
cious fovereign  is  a  monarch,  and  the  rights  of  free  monarchy  apper- 
tain unto  him ;  and  yet  (till  with  this,  that  he  mult  leges,  &c.     \Vhere 
Mr.  Holbourn  fuppofed  a  fundamental  policy  in  the  creation  of  the 
Vol.  II.  c  ^rame 
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frame  of  this  kingdom,  that  in  cafe  the  monarch  of  England  fhould  be 
mchned  to  cxacfl  from  his  fubjcdts  at  his  plcafure,  he  fhould  be  reftrain- 
cd,  for  that  he  could  have  nothing  from  them,  but  upon  a  commorr 
confent  in  parliament ;  he  is  utterly  miftakcn  therein  j  the  law  knows 
no  fuch  king-yoking  policy.     I  never  heard  nor  read  that  lex  was  rex- 
but  :t  IS  common  and  moft  true,  that  rex  is  lex:  for  he  \s lex loquens,  a 
livmg,  a  fpcaking,  an  ading  law.     There  are  two  maxims  of  the  law 
of  England,  which  plainly  difprove  Mr.  Holboura's  fuppofed  policy  • 
the  firft  is,  that  the  King  is  intrufted  with  the  Hate  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  the  fecond  is,  that  the  King  cannot  do  wrong :  Upon  thefe 
two  maxims,  the  jura  fumma  majejiaiis-  are  grounded,  with  which  none 
but  the  King  himfelf,  not  his  high  court  of  parliament,  without  leave, 
hath  to  meddle,  as  namely,  war  and  peace,  value  of  coin,  parliament 
at  pleafure,   power  to  difpenfe  with  penal  laws,  and  divers  others  • 
amongft  which  I  range  this  allb  of  regal  power,  to  command  provifion 
m  cafe  of  necefllty ;  otherwife  I  do  not  underftand  how  the  King's  maieft\r 
may  be  faid  to  have  the  majeftical  right  and  power  of  a  free  monarch. 
It  IS  the  King's  right  to  have  fupply :  Supply  is  not  merely  a  benevol 
lence  from  the  people.     The  fame  law  that  wills  the  King  to  defend  his 
people,  wills  alfo,  that  the  people  grant  to  him  of  their  goods  in  aid  of 
their  defence.     Give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  the  parliamenc  is  but  a  con- 
dlium,  the  King  may  call  it,  prorogue  and  difTolve  it  at  his  pleafure  i 
and  whatfocver  the  King  doth  therein,  is  always  to  be  taken  for  juft  and 
neceflary.     In  granting  the  Petition  of  Righr,  his  majefty,  who  knowa 
his  own  heart  and  fincere  meaning  bed,  in  his  fecond  fpeeches  to  both 
houfes,  faith,  that  it  muft  needs  be  conceived  that  he  had  granted  no 
new,  but  only  confirmed  ancient  privileges.   Had  there  been  any  exprefs 
claufe  in  thofe  flatutes  which  I  have  before  cited,  that  no  charge  fhould. 
be  impofed  without  common  confent,  no  not  for  neceffary  defence  of 
the  kingdom,  I  certainly  believe,  that  neither  king  Ed.  I.  nor  king 
Ed.  III.  nor  our  fovercign,  would  ever  have  yielded  to  fo  difhonourable 
and  unjufl  an  exprefTion.     Ncceffity  and  the  falus  reipublic^  are,  by  a 
reafonable  intendment,  clear  out  of  the  flatute  de  Tallagio  non  concedendo 
and  the  Petition  of  Right,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  precifely  excepted  \ 
a  literal  expofition  wili  make  laws  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth 
prove  the  bane  and  ruin  of  if.     It  hath  been  faid,  that  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  King  hath  not  proceeded  per  juflictaria^  but  per  fe,  or  in  camera. 
I  anlwer,  that  in  our  cafe,  there  is  not  any  thing  done  in  camera  ;  the 
fhipping-writ  ifTueth  out  of  the  court  of  Chancery  :  Befides,  we  are  not 
now  in  the  cafe  of  afTefTing  a  fine ;  if  we  go  to  diltindion,  there  is  potentia 
abfolutay  and  potejlas  ordinaria :  I  hope  none  will  deny  but  that  the  King 
hath  poteJlrJem  ahfoluiam  in  many  cafes.     A  man  may  be  committed  per 
Speciale  p  aceptum  domitii  regis,  and  is  not  in  that  cafe  bailable.   The  Kino- 
IS  capitalis  jupciarius  AnglU',  I  put  you  the  cafe  of  Hill,  2  Kd.  III.  p.  6* 
One  having  niojiey  of  the  King's  wherewith  to  pay  foldiers,  mifufed 
It,  and  committed  many  outrages  in  Lancafhirej  a  writ  iffucd  to  the 
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HierifF  of  Lancafter  to  attach  him.  Being  by  virtue  thereof  attached, 
and  brought  to  the  King's-Bench,  he  was  there  dilcharged  -,  the  reafon 
given  by  Scroop  the  chief-jullice  was,  bccaufe  the  attachment  being 
grounded  upon  a  fuggeition,  was  againft  the  law  -,  no  fuch  writ  ought 
to  have  ifTued,  unlefs  there  had  been  Ibme  indidment,  prefentment,  or 
information  depending.  But  1  doubt  not,  if  the  King  had  by  his  abib- 
lute  power  made  a  fpecial  precept  in  his  chamber  for  commitment  ot  this 
man,  he  could  not  have  been  difcharged.  It  has  been  objeded,  that  fhip- 
money  is  to  become  an  annual  charge  upon  the  people ;  there  is  caufe  of 
thinking  fo,  becaufe,  fince  1 1  Car.  we  have  had  every  year  new  Jliipping- 
writs.  If  the  necefTity  continues,  the  charge  mult  continue  :  The  fame 
reafon  ferves  for  the  continuance,  as  was  for  the  beginning  of  it.  Yet 
I  deny  that  of  itfelf  it  may  be  annual  •,  this  muft  be  left  to  his  majefty  s 
juftice,  which  God  forbid  that  any  fhould  think  he  will  abufe.  Cafes  of 
necefHty,  cafes  of  bonum  publicum,  and  cafes  of  falus  reipublic^,  are  not 
comprifed  within  ordinary  rules. 

Mr.  Juftice  Vernon.  The  King,  for  the  fafety  and  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  may  charge  his  fubjeds,  notwithftanding  any  adl  of  parlia- 
ment ;  moreover,  a  ftatute  derogatory  from  the  prerogative  doth  not 
t>ind  the  King  j  the  King  may  difpenfe  with  any  law  in  cafes  of  ne- 
cefTity. 

Mr.  Baron  Trevor  ran  up  the  antiquity  of  the  monarchy  five  hundred 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  confirmed  it  by  a  letter  from  the 
pope  to  king  Lucius  -,  and  added.  Our  King  hath  as  much  power  and 
prerogative  belonging  to  him,  as  any  prince  in  Chriftendom  hath.  'Tis 
proper  for  Kings  to  command,  and  fubjefts  to  obey.  We  that  are  the 
jtidges  of  the  kingdom  have  paid  this  tax,  therefore  it  is  fit  our  opinions 
concur  with  our  adtions  in  this  cafe. 

Sir  George  Crook,  juftice  of  the  King's-Bench,  argued  next.  He  dif- 
fented  from  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  and  faid,  he  held  the  writ  not  good 
at  common  law ;  admit  it  was  good  at  common  law,  yet  it  was  againft 
divers  ftatutes ;  that  no  pretence  of  danger  could  warrant  it.  That 
there  was  no  prerogative  in  the  crown  or  power  royal  for  it.  That  it 
was  the  firft  writ  devifed  of  the  kind,  and  the  firft  put  in  pradicc  either 
in  inland  counties  or  maritime  parts ;  and  that  there  was  not  any 
one  precedent,  nor  any  one  record  judicial,  or  judgment  in  point  of 
law  for  it ;  that  the  commands  of  it  were  againft  the  common  and  fta- 
tute-law ;  that  the  affefTments  of  the  writ  were  not  warrantable  by  the 
law  :  If  no  good  writ,  the  fcire  facias  would  not  lie,  and  the  certiorari 
did  not  well  ifTue  as  the  cafe  was.  That  the  King  could  not  impofe  any 
kind  of  tax  upon  his  fubjeds.  Thefe  Mr.  Juftice  Crook  proved  by 
rules  of  law,  refolutions  of  parliament,  ftatutes,  and  the  cuftom  of  the 
kingdom  fince  the  confirmation  of  thofe  ftatutes.  By  the  old  law  of 
Alfred,  he  faid,  parliaments  were  to  be  held  once  a-year,  and  by  ex- 
prefs ftatute  made  4  Ed.  III.  14.  a  parliament  was  to  be  held  every  year, 
if  need  require  it  >  and  by  another  ftatute  for  avoiding  of  grievances, 
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a  parliament  was  to  be  held  every  year.  The  imagination  of  man  can- 
not invent  a  danger,  but  courfe  may  be  taken  for  defence,  till  a  parlia^ 
ment  be  had.  iio  for  my  part,  added  Sir  George  Crook,  I  hold  this 
point  of  necelTity  cannot  be  held  a  fufficicnt  ground  for  this  writ :  The 
King  can  do  no  wrong,  2  Ed.  III.  A  patent  is  made,  which  is  a  wrong 
to  the  ltibje<5t,  the  King  de  jure  regis  ought  to  revoke  that  patent ;  a 
King  to  have  a  royal  power  or  prerogative  to  do  that  by  his  writs  that 
is  againft:  the  exprefs  laws  of  his  kingdom,  is  not  admitted  by  the  law; 
the  royal  power  is  to  be  taken  away,  for  as  it  is  before  faid  by  Fortcf- 
cue,  he  can  change  no  law,  nor  charge  his  people  but  by  common  con- 
fcnt  in  parliament.  Precedents  make  no  right  -,  but  if  that  is  admitted, 
there  is  not  one  precedent  of  writs  going  all  over  England  before  now! 
Claufes  have  been  in  former  writs,  in  cales  of  array,  to  dillrain  if  they 
rtfufe  to  pay  -,  but  never  in  cafe  of  levying  money  to  imprifon.  It  is 
clearly  againft  Magna-Charta  to  be  impriloned,  unlefs  indidcd  by  due 
procefs  of  law.  It  is  not  according  to  law,  to  command  a  fhip  of  war,  of 
450  tons,  and  then  to  turn  it  into  money.  For  if  a  (hip  were  made  by  a 
county,  the  county  (hould  have  it  again-,  but  in  this  cafe,  iKq  fcire  facias 
is  brought  to  have  the  money :  For  the  certiorari^  it  is  direded  to  the 
fheriff  out  of  office,  and  ought  not  fo  to  be ;  all  writs  are  direded  to 
the  prefent  (heriff ;  admit  the  fcire  facias  (hould  go  forth,  it  would  do 
fomcthing,  onerari^  &c.  To  whom  or  how  ?  nothing  here  ;  but  fare 
facias  quareonerari  non  debet ',  but  to  whom  onerari  it\ioth  not  appear. 
If  the  (herifF  levy  the  money,  and  do  not  beftow  it  on  a  (hip,  he  is  ac- 
countable. It  doth  not  appear  that  this  (hip  was  builr,  there  is  no  pre- 
paration for  a  fhip,  the  funi  a(re(red  is  not  legal,  the  writ  is  not  legal, 
becaufe  it  varieth  from  all  former  precedents.  It  varieth  in  the  time^ 
in  the  manner,  for  foldicrs  wages  to  inland  counties,  which  was  never 
before. 

A  more  laboured  argument  of  this  judge's  on  this  cafe  was  afterwards 
prefcnted  to  the  King :  He  confutes  all  the  fallacies  and  falfe  a(rertions 
cf  the  crown  lawyers.  It  hath  been  objeded,  faid  he,  that  by  the  de- 
murrer,^ the  danger  of  the  kingdom  is  confefled,  and  fo  it  is  to  be  al- 
lowed for  a  cafe  of  nece(rity.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  demurrer  con- 
feffeth  not  matters,  but  where  the  matter  is  legally  fet  down  ;  but  if  it 
be  not  a  legal  proceeding,  then  the  demurrer  is  no  confefllng  the  mat- 
ter of  fact.  Where,  by  breach  of  fea-walls,  any  inundation  is  in  the 
country,  the  King  fcndcth  out  commi(rions  to  caufe  all  that  have  lands 
or  commons,  to  be  contributory  to  the  making  up  of  the  fea-walls  • 
this  is  done  by  enquiry  of  a  jury ;  and  this  charge  cannot  be  laid  on  a 
county  or  town  in  general,  but  upon  particular  men  that  have  lofs  or  be- 
nefit, or  may  have  lofs  or  benefit  thereby  ;  fo  it  is  at  this  day  upon  com- 
roifljons  of  fewers,  as  appearcth  by  Coke.  It  hath. been  laid,  that  ton- 
nage and  poundage  is  not  now  granted  to  the  King,  and  therefore  the 
King  is  enforced  to  thefe  extraordinary  courfes  ;  tho'  it  be  not  granted, 
yet  I  think  it  is  taken,  and  I  doubt  not  but  to  the  fame  intent  for  \yhich 
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it  was  firft  granted,  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  guard  of  the  feas. 
It  is  objefted  that  perhaps  the  parliament  would  not  have  confented,  and 
fo  the  kingdom  might  have  been  loft.     It  is  not  to  be  prelumed,  that 
the  parliament  would  deny  to  do  that  which  is  fit  for  the  fafety  and  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom,  their  own  eftates  and  lives  being  in  danger :  But 
I  confefs,  I  think  if  it  had  been  moved  in  parliament,  they  would  never 
have  confented  to  thefe  writs,  fueh  never  having  been  awarded  before 
fince  the  Conqueft;  and  if  they  had  confented,  they  would  have  taken 
a  courfe  how  the  fame  (hould  have  been  made  with  the  moft  conveniency, 
and  not  to  have  left  it  to  the  Iherift'  to  tax  them  how  he  would.     To 
the  objedion  that  a  ftatute  to  inhibit  fuch  a  defence  were  void,  I  anfArer, 
that  if  a  ftatute  were  that  the  King  ftiould  not  defend  the  kmgdom, 
it  were  void :  But  a  ftatute  that  men  (hould  not  be  charged  without 
common  confent  of  parliament,  is  a  good  law,  and  agreeable  to  rea- 
fon.     I  conceive,    if  the  common  law  were  doubtful  whether  fuch  a 
charge  might  be  impofcd  by  writ,  yet  now  it  is  made  clear  by  divers 
exprefs  ftatutes.     Mr.  Solicitor  laboured  much  to  prove,  that  there  was 
no  fuch  ftatute  de  raUagio  non  concedendo.     To  this  I   anfwer.  It   wa«. 
never  doubted  to  be  a  ftatute  until  this  argument  -,  and  that  it  is  a  fta- 
tute appeareth,  firft,  for  that  it  is  printed  in  the  book  of  ftatutes  for  a 
ftatute:  Secondly,  it  is  recited  in  the  Petition  of  Right  to  be  a  ftatute. 
To  that  it  is  not  found  in  the  rolls,  I  anfv/er,  that  many   ftatutes  that 
are  known  ftatutes  are  not  found  in  the  rolls,  as  Magna  Charta  is  rot. 
And  that  it  is  a  ftatute  all  my  brothers  have  agreed  •,  the  only  doubt 
then  is,  Whether  this  ftatute  extendeth  to  aid  for  defence  of  the  king- 
dom ?  I  think  it  doth  •,  for  it  is  the  precife  words  of  it,  1  hat  no  taillage 
or  aid  (hall  be  impofed  but  by  grants  in  parliament.     By  this  law.  laith 
Bodinus,  the  fubjt^s  of  England  have  defended  themlclves  ever  fince, 
as  with  a  buckler:  whereby  it  appeareth,  that  this  was  held  to  be  a  fta- 
tute in  force  in  foreign  parts.     Sir  George  Crook  anfwered  every  fri- 
volous objection  that  had  been  made  to  the  other  ftatutes,  and  to  their 
clficacy,  and  concluded  with  the  Petition  of  Right,  which  he  alTerted 
was  done  by  the  advice  of  the  judges,  and  was  full  in  this  point,  "That 
the  fubjed  Ihould  not  be  charged  without  their  confent.'*    He  concluded 
wiih  oblervin-,  ihar  the  quciVion  was  not  what  had  been  done  de  fa-  0^ 
but  what  might  be  done  deju'e.    Multitudes  of  precedents,  unlefs  con- 
firmed by  judicial  proceedings  in  courts-of  record,  were  not  to  be  re- 
garded,  and  none  of  ihefe  were  ever  confirmed  by  judicial  record,  but 
coiiiplained  of.     To  give  a  more  clear  anfver  to  them,  he  had  read  all 
the  records  which  hall  been  fent  him  on  the  King's  part,  and  having 
taken  notes  of  every  one  of  them,  and  diligently  confidcrtd  them,  he  con- 
ceived there  v^as  not  any  precedent  or  record  of  any  fuch  writ  lent  to 
any  (henff'  of  any  inland  county,  to  command  the  making  oi  (hips  at 
the  charge  of  the  county.    That  this  is  the  firft  precedent  fince  the  Con- 
queft, produced  of  this  kincL 
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Mr.  Juftice  Jones  argued  in  the  following  ftyle :  When  danger  isT.n. 
minent,  the  charge  mult  be  borne  by  all  -,  it  mud  not  be  every  kind  of 
fear  or  rumour  that  muft  draw  a  burthen  on  the  fubjeft,  but  fuch  a 
danger  as  the  King,  in  his  underftanding,  perceiveth  doth  require  a 
fpeedy  defence.  This  power  of  the  King  of  which  I  argue,  is  a  fpecial 
prerogative  m  point  of  government. 

Mr.  Juftice  Hutton  argued,  that  the  power  of  afieffing  money  could 
not  by  law  be  impofed  upon  the  people,  without  mutual  confcnt  in  par- 
liament :  rie  aniwered  the  reafons,  precedents,  and  objeftions,  of  thofc 
that  argued  on  the  other  fide  j  oblerved  that  parliaments  ought  to  be 
frequent ;  and  concluded  with  animadverting  on  the  illegal  powers  which 
the  writ  had  given  to  the  IhcrifF. 

Sir  John  Denham  being  confined  with  illncfs,  fent  a  certificate  that  he 
gave  Ins  opinion  for  Mr.  Hampden. 

Lord-chief-baron  Davenport  argued,  that  aids  granted  by  parliament 
were  not  merely  voluntary,  but  duties :  The  imperial  power  of  com- 
manding aids,  in  cafe  of  ncceffity,  belonged  to  the  crown.    The  Kincr  in 
cxpedancy  at  danger  may  charge  his  fubjeds.     If  an  a6l  of  parlianTcnt 
ihould  reftrain  fuch  a  charge,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  it  would  be  felo  de  fe^ 
and  fo  void  i  for  it  would  dertroy  the>j  resale.     He  diflented  from  the 
majority  of  his  brethren  in  the  point  of  giving  the  power  of  taxation  to 
the  Iherifi",  and  proved  that  the  ancient  and  ufual  manner  of  taxes  and 
affefles,  by  the  cuftom  of  England,  was  not  at  the  voluntary  pltafurc 
of  the  great  officer  of  the  county  ;  but  a  jury  was  chofen  to  ailels  the 
county,  and  power  was  given  to  two  others  out  of  every  town  to  affefs 
the  aflcflbr :  He  objected  next  to  the  manner  of  proceeding  againft  Mr. 
Hampden;  that  the  certiorari  (hould  not  have  iflbed  fo  long  after  the 
firft  writ ;  it  fiiould  have  been  returned  whilft  it  was  in  force,  and  re- 
ferred by  another  court,  and  the  party  prefenced  by  a  jury  upon  default, 
and  the  King  have  remedy   upon  prefentation  and  indidmcnt  i  that 
judgment  could  not  be  given  for  the  King  upon  the  fcire  facias;  for  in 
the  writ  it  was  exprefly  provided,  that  the  money  (hould  be  employed  to 
no  other  ufc  but  the  preparation  of  the  (hip  therein  mentioned.     It  did 
BOt  now  appear  who  were  collectors  therein  appointed  to  receive  the 
money,  whereby  it  became  chargeable  to  the  King-,  it  did  not  appear 
upon  the  record,  that  any  Ihip  was  provided,  or  that  any  fault  was  in 
them  that  were  employed,  or  of  furplufagc  in  the  colledors  hands-,  it 
ivas^not  fo  legally  executed,  as  the  King  might  have  a  writ  of  y;;;-^  fa~ 
ci^ti.     The  fcire  facias  was,  that  Mr.  Hampden  fhouid  fhew  caule  why 
he  fiiould  not  fatisfy  the  fum  impoled  upon  him ;  but  whom  he  fiiould 
latisfy,  or  to  whom  the  money  fiiould  be  paid,  non  conpt,  as  was  well 
opened  upon  the  demurrer :    For  it  is  not,  Ji  domimis  Rex  va/et  aut 
d;heat  cnerare  the  defendant,  but  that  the  defendant.^/j/r^/^r,  ^  mde  fa- 
tisfac:  Nothing  is  put  into  the  record  to  bring  money  ro  the  King; 
therefore  quod  onentur  could  not  be  executed  at  all.     Laftiy,  that  the 
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mittimus  was  only  the  tenor  of  the  record,  and  not  the  record  itfelf  j  in 
fuch  a  cafe  2i  fcire  facias  could  not  iflue,  for  it  was  but  the  extradtof  the 
record  :  The  mandates  in  the  writ  4  Aug.  were  not  good  in  law,  nor 
well  grounded  upon  the  certificate ;  the  information  afterwards  in  the 
mittimus  could  not  make  a  formal  writ  good,  which  was  firft  defedive, 
and  the  return  of  the  ftieriflfs  was  not  efi^eiftual :  For  thefe  reafons  judg- 
ment was  to  be  given  for  Mr.  Hampden. 

Sir  John  Finch  began  with  large  profefTlons  of  a  perfect  integrity, 
which  he  introduced  with  the  following  cant :  "  I  hope  none  of  us  for- 
get the  duty  we  owe  to  God  and  the  King  and  commonwealth,  and  to 
ourfelves :  I  fiiall  endeavour  to  fatisfy  my  confcience  in  all  that  I  ftiall 
fay,  and  they  forget  their  duty  to  the  firft,  and  humanity  towards  us, 
that  fay  or  think  the  contrary  of  any  one  of  us.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
fumed  but  that  we  fiiould  fpeak  our  confciences,  fince  we  well  know 
fliortly,  as  the  Pfalmift  fays,  "  Corruption  fliail  fay,  I  am  thy  father,  and 
the  worm,  I  am  thy  mother."  On  entering  into  the  caufe,  he  blamed 
Mr.  Hampden  for  bringing  the  cafe  to  judgment,  and  complained  that 
arcana  imperii^  nay  imperium  ipfum^  had  been  too  licentioufiy  treated  at 
the  bar;  he  argued,  that  the  King  had  a  property  in  every  fubje<ft*s 
goods,  for  the  common  good  in  times  of  neceflity  ;  none  could  fiiare  with 
the  King  in  his  abfolute  power ;  the  King  was  not  bound  to  call  parlia- 
ments, nor  to  continue  them,  but  at  his  pleafure  ;  the  parliament  was 
an  honourable  court,  he  confeflfed  it ;  an  excellent  means  of  charging  the 
fubjedts,  and  defending  the  kingdom,  he  owned  it ;  but  it  was  not  the 
only  means  :  The  heft  way  to  redeem  thofe  loft  privileges  was  to  give 
all  opportune  appearance  of  obedience  and  dutifulnefs  to  his  majeftv*s 
commands.  There  was  a  King  before  a  parliament ;  for  how  elfe  could 
there  be  an  afl^embly  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons .?  And  then  what 
fovereignty  was  there  in  the  kingdom  but  his  ?  The  law  that  gave  the 
King  the  Ibvereignty  of  defending,  gave  him  alfo  power  to  charge  his 
fubjeds  for  the  neceflfary  defence  of  the  kingdom  ;  private  property 
muft  give  way  to  the  public  ;  this  King  will  charge  his  fubjeds,  but 
only  upon  urgent  necefiity  ;  an  aft  of  parliament  cannot  bar  a  Kincy  of 
his  regality,  nor  bind  him  not  to  coinmand  his  fubjecfts  goods  or  money. 
Sir  John  Finch  farther  afl'ertcd,  that  Dane-Gelt,  or  fomcthing  in  lieu  of 
it,  remained  ftill,  for  it  was  not  taken  away  by  any  adt  of  parliament ; 
and  that  the  precedents  which  had  been  cited  on  the  King's  fide  proved 
that  the  power  was  in  him  to  charge  his  fubjccts ;  and  that  the  prece- 
dents of  2  Ric.  II.  was  no  good  precedent,  feeing  the  King  was  young, 
and  the  parliament  had  the  regency.  That  what  the  King  had  taken 
he  had  fpent  upon  the  public  occafions,  he  had  it  from  his  own  royal- 
mouth ;  but  let  kings  be  as  David  was,  men  after  Goa's  own  heart,  they 
would  not  want  a  Shimei  to  rail  at  them.  But  no  abufe  of  any  thino- 
mult  take  away  the  true  and  lawful  ufe  thereof;  but  it  could  not  be 
fulj^edted  there  v/ould  be  an  abufe  ;  Ubi  co^fdit  Deus  (jj  lexy  ^  jws  etiam 

c^^aJiJitiuiS^ 
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confidimus.  It  had  been  objefted,  that  the  writ  was  illegal,  becaufe  con- 
trary to  Magna-Charta,  Nullus  liber  homo  imprijonetur.  There  was  no 
imprifonment  in  quellion,  but  the  aflcflhicnt  only,  why  he  fhould  not 
py  the  money  aflefled,  or  Ihew  caufe  to  the  contrary.  Sir  John  Finch 
farther  aflerted,  that  the  manner  of  afieffment  by  the  fheriff  was  legal 
and  proper;  and  that  the  writ  oi  fare  facias  was  good,  and  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  cafe  were  well  grounded,  and  according  to  law. 

Sir  John  Brampllon,  lord-chief-juftice  ot  the  King's-Bench,  argued 
with  the  majority  of  his  brethren.  There  is  a  nccefllty  to  prevent  a  ne- 
ceffity,  the  aid  commanded  in  this  cafe  is  not  againft  the  great  laws  con- 
cerning the  fubjects  liberty,  becaufe  it  is  no  taillage  but  a  fervice.  He 
inclined  to  the  opinion  of  the  lord  chief  baron  in  his  exception  to  the  re- 
cord quod  oneretur^  and  not  know  to  whom  it  fliould  be.  His  opinion  in 
all  other  points  agreed  with  the  general  vote  of  the  court.  Siate  Trials^ 
vol.  I.  p.  493,  i^  feq. 


END  of  the  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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Court  of  Star-chamber,  and  other  arbitrary  courts,  abolifijed,- 
Bill  to  deprive  bifioops  of  their  feats  in  parliament  fent  up  to  the 

Lords Bifiiops  and  judges  impeached, The  Star-chamber 

verdidl  againfi  the  city  of  London  reverfed, Concefiions  to  the 

Scots Embafiy  and  manifefto  in  favour  of  the  Palatinate 

family, ^-^--Proceedings   againfi  the  popes  nuncio,   and  other 

Papifis Farther  proceedings  againfi  delinquents  on  the  army 

plot ASls  pafied, Kings  journey  to  Scotland, 

TH  E  death  of  Strafford  was  one  of  thofe  exem-  Ann.  1641. 
plary  ac^s  of  juftice  which  has  done  the  mofl  . 
honour  to  the  independent  fpirit,  which  at 
this  time  eminently  graced  the  counfels  of  the  Englifh 
fenate.  As  it  has  afforded  matter  of  exuUation  to  the 
lovers  of  Liberty,  fo  it  has  been  lamented  by  the  friends 
of  dcfpotifm,  as  the  important  incident  which  drew 
VoL.m.  B  after 
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Am.  1641.  after  it  the  deprivation  of  the  King's  power  and  life. 
The  whole  party  of  royalills  have  been  very  free  in 
their  cenfures  on  Charles  in  this  point,  and  have  con- 
demned the  facrifice  he  made  to  the  demands  of  juftice, 
and  the  united  delires  of  the  people,  as  a  condefcen- 
iion  extorted  from  his  fears  rather  than  his  neceflities. 
The  opinion  tiiat  the  overthrow  of  monarchy  was  the 
immediate  confequence  of  this  circumftance,  or  that 
the  King  could  have  maintained  an  inflexibility  in  re- 
gard to  the  fate  of  Strafford,  are  grounded  on  the  au- 
thority of  Clarendon,  without  other  foundation  than 
the  chimeras  of  this  flimfy  politician ;  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  he  relates  the  fteady  adherence  of  the 
Scotch  army  to  the  Englifh  parliament,  and  the  incor- 
ruptible virtue  of  the  Englifh  troops,  who  had  been 
in  vain  folicited  to  afTifl  the  King  in  his  endeavours  to 
preferve  his  authority ;  who,  norwithflanding  he  re- 
lates that  the  prudent  forefight  of  the  Commons  had 
cut  off  all  the  means  whereby  Charles  could  have  pro- 
cured money,  thofe  nerves  of  power,  without  which 
it  is  impoffible  to  exifl ;  yet  infmuates,  that,  to  have 
defeated  the  popular  party,  nothing  more  would  have 
been  neceffary  on  the  King's  part,  but  a  flubborn  in- 
.  flexibility  to  the  importunate  entreaties  of  his  people, 
and  the  playing  over  the  old  game  of  difTolving  the 
parliament.  Whoever  accurately  confiders  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Charles  at  this  period  mufl  acknowledge,  that 
the  only  means  whereby  he  could  prolong  to  himfelf 
the  fhadow  of  power,  or  the  prefervation  of  life,  was 
to  yield  to  the  torrent  of  the  times,  and  give  way  to 
the  inflant  demands  of  his  people,  who  continued  in 

•a  manner 
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a  manner  unanimous  till  the  fate  of  Strafford  was  Ann.  1641. 
determined  *. 

The  parliament  having  executed  juflice  on  the  great 
enemy  to  the  public  weal,  and  perpetuated  their  au- 
thority by  the  continuance-bill,  proceeded  with  vigor 
to  lop  off  the  noxious  branches  of  the  regal  authority. 
Two  bills,  no  lefs  important  than  abolifhing  the  High-  R"^«jorth» 
•commiffion  court  f,  the  court  of  Star-chamber  J,    the  p-  304- 

council  in  the  Marches  of  Wales,  the  council  of  York  §,  Commons, 

voi.ii.p.171. 

*  The  King  muft  have  funk  under  the  torrent  of  popular  rage,  had 
he  refufed  the  giving  fatisfadlion  to  his  fubjedls  on  this  point.  The  fa- 
crifice of  Strafford  preferved  to  him,  for  fome  time,  his  life  and  crown  ; 
and  procured  him  afterwards  a  party  ftrong  enough  to  wage  war  againft 
his  people. 

-f  The  bill  which  abolifhed  the  High-corn  mi  flion  took  away  all  coer- 
cive power  from  every  ecclefiaftical  perfon  and  court. 

J  The  lord  Andover  was  the  member  who  made  the  motion  for  abo- 
lifhing this  court  -,  and  afferted,  that  it  had  ever  been  a  great  eclipfe  to 
the  whole  nobility ;  for  none  had  been  fo  frequently  vexed  there  as 
noblemen.  The  ftatute  which  eftablilhed  this  arbitrary  court  prohi- 
bited it  to  proceed  againft  any  delinquent  otherwife  than  if  he  were 
convifted  of  the  fame  crime  by  due  proccfs  of  law.  Statutes  at  Large, 
Hujhworthy  vol.  IV.  p.  204. 

§  The  conference  between  the  two  houfes  concerning  the  abolifhing 
the  court  at  York  was  managed  by  Mr.  Hyde :  In  the  whole  fifty- 
eight  inftru<5tions  by  which  this  court  was  to  ad:,  there  was  fcarce  one 
of  them,  he  faid,  that  was  not  againft  or  befide  the  law.  He  infinu- 
ated,  that  the  King  could  not  canton  out  a  part  of  his  kingdom  to  be 
tried  by  commiffion,  though  according  to  the  rules  of  law :  that  thefe 
inftru6tions  allowed  the  commiffioners  to  proceed  according  to  their 
difcretion — that  is,  that  they  (hould  do  what  they  pleafcd  -,  only,  that 
it  might  not  be  fufpefted  that  this  difcretion  would  be  kinder  than 
the  law,   fpecial  provifion  was  made,   that  no  fine,  no  punifhment, 
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antf  other  arbitrary  ^courts  *,  regulating  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  council,  and  abridging  its  power,  pafTed 
the  houfc  of  Commons  unanimoufly  ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing met  with  a  little  interruption,  was  aflcnted  to 
by  the  Lords.  Thefe  bills  were  prefcnted  to  the  King 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  poll-bill  f  •'  he  paflcd  the  lat- 
ter, without  taking  notice  of  the  former ;  but  the 
Commons  adjourning  themfelves  with  fome  warmth, 
and  fhewing  other  high  fymptoms  of  difpleafure  f , 
ct'jVtifSur*  on  their  re-meeting  to  debate  the  point,  they  received 
oth^  irbi-°^  a  meflage  from  the  King,  that  he  was  ready  to  comply 
trary  courts,  with  tlicir  demauds. 

•bolilhea. 

fhould  be  lefs  than  was  by  law  appointed,  but  as  much  greater  as  dif- 
cretion  (hould  think  fit :  that  this  improvement  had  been  found  very 
pregnant  in  arbitrary  courts  -,  for  if  the  law  required  good  behaviour, 
this  difcretion  clofe  imprifoned  -,  if  the  law  fat  a  criminal  in  the  pillory, 
this  difcretion  appointed  him  to  leave  his  ears  there.  Parliameniary 
Hijlory,  vol.  IX.  p.  226,  ^  feq. 

*  The  court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter,  and  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer of  the  County  Palatine  of  Chefter.  Statutes  at  Large^  ed.  1706, 
vol.  II.  p.  1108.         * 

f  The  Lords  thought  themfelves  unequally  taxed  in  this  bill,  and 
claimed  a  right  to  tax  themfelves.  To  this  pretenfion  the  Commons 
did  not  yield.  Sir  Simon  Dewes  (hewed,  by  the  example  of  all  times, 
that  the  Commons  had  exercifcd  the  privilege  of  aflcffing  on  every  oc- 
cafion  where  money  was  raifcd  by  the  power  of  parliament. 

The  Commons  were  fo  jealous  of  a  privilege  with  which  they  had 
effeded  fuch  great  things,  that  having  fent  up  to  the  Lords  a  bill  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  they  defired  it  might  be  re-delivered,  to  be 
brought  up  and  prefented  by  their  own  fpeaker.  Pari  Hiji,  vol.  IX. 
p.  445. 

t  They  voted,  that  all  the  bills  fliould  be  pafled  together,  or  not  at 
all.     Letter  from  General  Ludlow  to  Dr,  Hollingwortb,  ed.  1692. 
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The  interruption  which  the  popular  bills  had  met  Ann.  1641. 
with  from  the  Lords,  was  by  the  Commons  very  juilly 
afcribed  to  the  influence  the  bench  of  biihops  gave  the 
King    in    the    upper   houfe.      That    this    impediment 
might  no  longer  retard  the  reformation,  a  bill  was 
fent  up  for  depriving  the  bifhops  of  their  votes  in  par-  Biiitodepme 
liament,  on  the  rational  pretence,  that  intermeddling  ^^fXt!  in 
with  fecular  affairs  was  a  great  hindrance  to  their  fpi-  P^^f ^^^^^^";,^^ 
ritual  fundion.     This  was  feconded  with  warmth  by  Lords, 
the  popular  peers,  and  oppofed  with  equal  vehemence 
by  the  biihops.     Williams  made  a  long  fpcech  on  the 
occafion :  he  pleaded  that  part  of  the  coronation-oath  l^^-^^'^' 
which  is  relative  to  the  church ;  and  faid,  "  That  the  ^-m^^H- 
King's  confcience  was  fo  upright,  dainty,  and  fcrupu- 
lous,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  put  upon  fwallowing 
fuch  gudgeons  as  to  fill  itfelf  with  doubts  and  diffi- 
culties *."  The  other  argimients  he  made  ufe  of  were, 
the  prieftly  government  of  Judea;  the  great  power  of 
churchmen  in  all  Chriftian  commonwealths  from  the 
age  of  Conitantine,  particularly  in  France  and  the  Saxon 
heptarchy ;   and  abfurdly  applied   the   pious   admoni- 
tions of  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians   on  their  litigious 
fpirit,  as  an  example  to  lliew,  that  it  was  lawful  for 
churchmen  to  intermeddle  in  fecular  affairs :  he  en- 
deavoured to  prove,    that   Icgillative  power  was  the 
birthright  of  the  clergy ;  that  biiliops  held  their  feats 
by  virtue  of  their  ecclefiaftical   capacity,  not  by  the 
baronies  annexed  to  their  fees  -,  and  that  they  had  hi- 

♦  It  would  have  been  a  happy  thing  for  Charles  and  his  family,  if 

his  "  upright,  dainty,  and  fcrupulous  confcience,"  had  reftrained  him 

from  infringing  that  part  of  his  coronation-oath  which  was  relative  ta 

the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  laity. 

thcrto 
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Aan.  1641.  tlierto  made  the  third  eflate  in  parliament  *.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech  he  remarked  a  contradidion  in 
the  motive  for  difpollelling  bifliops  of  their  feats  in 
parliament,  and  a  falvo  in  the  bill  for  bifliops  poflefled 
of  temporal  peerages ;  fince,  as  he  juftly  obferved, 
noblemen  who  had  entered  into  holy  orders  could  be 
no  lefs  tied  by  the  peculiar  duties  of  their  calling  than 
commoners. 

Williams  was  anfwered  in  a  very  judicious  man- 
ner by  the  lord  Say,  who  argued,  from  the  authority 
of  fcripture,  that  Chrift  had  forbidden  the  apoftles, 
and  confcqucntly  their  fuccciTors  (a  title  the  bifhops 
alFuincd)  to  cxercife  jurifdidlion  over  their  brethren. 
He  proved,  from  the  examples  of  all  times,  that  the 
ambition  of  the  clergy  had  introduced  difcord  and 
confufion  in  every  fociety,  and  that  their  pride  had 
occafioncd  them  to  be  the  common  incendiaries  of  the 
Chriftian  world  f .      "  While  they  kept  themfelves  to 

*  This  matter  was  highly  difputed  between  the  popular  party  in  the 
kingdom  and  the  royalifts.  The  popular  party  called  the  King  one  of 
the  three  eftates ;  but  Charles  aflumcd  the  fovereignty  over  the  eftates, 
and  afierted,  that  the  eftates  were,  the  Lords  fpiritual,  the  Lords  tem- 
poral, and  the  Commons.  This  was  a  very  abfurd  pretenfion  ;  fince 
no  power  can  be  fuperior  to  the  legiflative ;  and  if  the  King  is  not  part 
of  the  legiflative,  he  can  be  only  the  executive,  which  is  a  power  fub- 
ordinate  to  the  legiflative. 

The  lawyer  Bagftiaw  argued,  that  bifliops  fat  in  parliament  in  virtue 
of  their  temporal  baronies ;  and  that  their  total  abfencc  from  parlia- 
ment could  no  more  obftrud  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  than  the 
abfencc  of  any  other  number  of  Lords. 

■f  One  of  the  arguments  urged  by  the  Commons  for  difpoflefling 
bifliops  of  their  votes  in  parliament,  was,  diat  that  privilege,  by  fct- 

ting. 


I:harl£SI. 

prayer,  and  the  miniflry  of  the  word,  according  to  Ann.  1641. 
the  examples  of  the  apoflles,  the  world  received  be- 
nefit from  them ;  but  when  they  intermeddled  in  fc-- 
cular  affairs  and  ftate  bufinefs,  when  they  came  to  be 
advanced  above  their  brethren,  their  domineering  fpi- 
rit  had  been  the  caufe  of  a  great  efTufion  of  Chriilian 
blood.      Every  thing  was  efleemed  as  it  was  eminent 
in  its  own  proper  excellency ;   their  proper  excellency 
was  fpiritual ;  the  denial  of  the  world,  pomp,  prefer- 
ments, and  employments  ;  this  they  ought  to  teach, 
and  this  they  ought  to  pracflife  ;  but  when  they  fought 
to  rule  and  domineer,  contrary  to  the  precepts  and 
example  of  Chrift,  inftead  of  honour  and  efteem,  they 
had   brought  upon  themfelves  contempt  and  odiiun* 
The  vain  things  they  fo  eagerly  fought  after,  had  in- 
deed gained  them  cap  and  courtefy,  but  had  caft  them 
out  of  the  confcienccs  of  all  men.     Did  the  apoftles, 
men  of  extraordinary  gifts,  think  it  unreafonable  for 
them  to  be  hindered  from  giv^ing  themfelves   conti- 
nually to  preaching  the  word  and  prayer,  by  taking 
care  for  the  tables  of  the  poor  widows  ?  and  could  the 
bifhops  now  think  it  reafonable  or  lawful  for  them  to 
contend  for  turning  ftatefmen  inftead  of  churchmen?" 
Lord  Say  having  thus  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  the 
pretenfions  of  the  clergy  were  hurtful  to  their  fpiri- 
tual calling,   he  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  political  ob- 
jedlions  which  had  been  made  to  the' bill.      *'  Anti- 
quity, he  faid,  was  no  good  plea,  for  that  which,  by 

ting  too  great  a  diftance  between  them  and  the  reft  of  their  brethren 
in  the  miniftry,  introduced  difquiet  in  the  church,  by  occafioning 
pride  in  them,  and  difcontent  in  their  inferiors.  Ruflyworth^  vol.  IV. 
p.  2b  I,  ^  fe(i. 

experience. 
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Ann.  1641.   experience,  was  found  to  be  hurtful ;  the  longer  it 
had  done  hurt,  the  more  caufe  there  was  to  remove  it. 
For  being  cftablifhed  by  law,  the  law-makers  had  the 
fame  power  and  the  fame  charge  to  alter  old  laws  that 
were  inconvenient,  as  to  make  new  that  were  necef- 
fary.    For  privilege  of  the  houfe,  it  could  be  no  breach 
of  privilege  ;  for  either  eftate  might  propofe,  by  way 
of  bill,  what  they  conceived  to  be  for  tlie  public  good. 
For  the  objcclion,  that  if  the  Commons  removed  bi- 
fliops,  they  might  another  time  remove  barons   and 
earls,  the  reafon  was  not  the  fame  ;   for  the  one  fitting 
by  an  honour  which  was  hereditary,  could   not  be  fo 
cafily  taken  away  as  the  other,  fitting  by  a  barony  de- 
pending upon  an  ofTice.      For  the  objedtion,  that  the 
bill  altered  the  foundation  of  the  houfe,  and  innova- 
tions which  fliook  foundations  were  dangerous  :    if 
there  was  an  error  in   the  foundation,  when  it  was 
found  it  ought  to  be  mended,,  and  not  fuffered  to  run 
on,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ftru<5lure  ;   befides,  the  feat 
of  bilhops  was  not  fundamental  to  the  houfe ;   it  had 
Hood  without  them,  and  done  every  thing  which  per- 
tained to  the  power  thereof,  they  being  wholly  ex- 
cluded." In  the  courfe  of  this  fpeech,  lord  Say  fhewcd, 
that  the  bifliops  had   fuch  an  abfolute  dependence  on 
the  crown,   that   their  privilege  of  voting  in  parlia- 
ci.rfndon     ^'^eut  was  vcry  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  the  king- 
voi.i.  p.i86,  Jom  *.      The  Kind's  influence,  and  the  bifhops'  votes, 

♦  Some  time  after  this.  Laud  publifhed  a  petulant  anfwcr  to  lord 
Say.  He  aflerted,  that  the  fathers  of  the  church  would  never  have  un- 
dertaken the  burthen  of  fecular  affairs,  if  it  had  been  inconfiftent  with 
their  fundion  •,  and  quoted  the  honeft  induftry  of  St.  Paul,  who,  to 
fupport  himfelf  in  a  virtuous  independency,  laboured  at  the  trade  of 

tent- 


at  this  time  prevailing,  the  bill  for  difpofTefling  them  Ann.  1641. 
of  their  feats  was  utterly  rejected. 

The  Commons,  exafperated  at  this  fturdy  oppofition, 
determined  to  Ihew  the  bifhops  that  they  fhould  have 
caufe  to  repent  the  obflrudlion  they  had  given  to  their 
defigns:  the  Prefbyterian  party  took  the  advantage  of 
this  ferment,  and  introduced  into  the  lower  houfe  a 
bill  for  the  total  abolition  of  epifcopacy.  It  was  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  St.  John,  and  prefented  by  Sir  Edward  Deer- 
ing,  who  complimented  the  houfe  on  their  great  mo- 
deration in  applying  fo  gentle  a  remedy  to  reflrain  the 
exorbitances  of  the  clergy  as  was  their  late  bill :  "  But 
this,  he  faid,  having  proved  ineffecStual,  feeing  that 
they  were  grown  more  ftubborn  and  incorrigible,  it 

tent-making,  as  an  authority  that  bifliops  might  intermeddle  in  ftate 
concerns.  If  the  counfel  of  fome  bifliops  had  been  taken,  he  faid, 
neither  the  King  nor  the  church  would  have  been  in  fo  bad  a  condition 
as  they  now  were.  Bifliops  could  preach  the  Gofpel  more  publicly,  and 
to  far  greater  edification  in  a  court  of  judicature,  or  at  a  council,  where 
great  men  were  met  together  to  draw  things  to  an  iflue,  than  many 
preachers  in  their  feveral  charges  could  >  befides,  there  was  not  that  ne- 
cefTity  of  preaching  now  as  formerly,  when  the  world  was  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  Gofpel :  he  prayed  God  it  had  not  got  a  dangerous 
furfeit.  To  fliew  that  parliaments  had  been  the  occafion  of  fliedding 
blood  as  well  as  the  clergy,  he  quoted  the  example  of  that  noble  par- 
liament who  depofcd  Richard  II.  and  called  it  an  irreligious,  traitorous 
parliament.  In  this  anfwer  he  made  it  plainly  appear,  that  he  had  no 
idea  of  the  fenfe  of  moral  obligations  i  for  having  taken  a  great  der.l  of 
pains  to  prove  the  dominion  of  priefls  in  the  Jewifli  commonwealth, 
he  concludes,  that  if  the  law  couki  not  give  rule  in  this  kind  to  thofe 
that  live  under  the  Gofpel,  a  man  might  remove  his  neighbour's  land- 
mark •,  he  might  lead  the  blind  out  of  the  way  •,  he  might  fmite  his 
neighbour  j  for  thefe  things  were  only  prohibited  by  the  law.  Lnud*s 
RemainSy  by  IVharWu 

Vol.  Ill,  C  was 
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Ann.  ,64:.    Avas  HOW  neccffary  to  put  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
tree  *."     The  epifcopal  party  in  the  houfc  inveighed 
a-ainll  the  prefumption,  as  they  termed  it,  of  a  pri- 
vate perfon  to  bring  in  a  bill  which  overthrew  the 
whole  frame  of  church-government  ;    and  earneftly 
urged  the  rejedting  it :  the  other  party  as  earneflly 
prefTed  the  reading  it ;  and  afferted,  that  the  orders  of 
the  houfe  were  in  their  own  power,  to  be  akcred  or 
difpenfcd  with  at  pleafure.      After  a  long  difpute,  the 
Puritan  party  prevailed  ;  the  bill  was  read,  committed, 
and  laid  afide  till   another  favourable  opportunity  of- 
fered for  reviving  it ;  but  on  a  motion  being  made  for 
Tof 'ix'^'     the  taking  away  of  deans  and  chapters,  the  Commons 
F?356'^^«q-  came  to  a  refolution  that  thefe  fliould  be  utterly  abo- 
liftied,  and  their  lands  employed  to  the  advancement 
of  learning  and  piety,  provilion  being  made  that  the 
King  Ihould  be  no  lofer  in  his  rents,  firll-fruits,  and 
other  duties  f-      Farther  to  humble  and  terrify  the  bi- 

•  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  Sir  Edward  Deering  was  very  oppofite  to 
the  deficrns  of  the  Puritan  party  •,  but  that  being  a  man  of  levity  and 
vanity  he  was  eafily  flattered  into  the  undertaking  any  thing  •.  and  that 
his  crreateft  motive  for  prefcnting  this  important  bill  to  the  houfe  was, 
the  opportunity  of  (hewing  his  claflical  knowledge,  by  the  application 
of  the  following  two  verfes  in  Ovid  : 

'^  Cunda  prius  tentanda,  fed  immedicabile  vulnus 
«  Enfe  recidendum  eft,  ne  pars  finccra  trahatur." 

Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  IVars,  vol.  1.  p.  187. 

t  The  two  univerfities -interceded  in  favour  of  this  body;  and 
Hacket,  chaplain  to  bilhop  Williams,  was  permitted  to  plead  their 
caufe.  Dr.  Burgefs  was  appointed  to  anfwer  Hacket ;  and  Mr.  Tho- 
mas, member  for  Caernarvon,  made  a  fpcech  to  the  fame  purpofe :  he 
Ihcwed,  "  That  the  office  of  deans,  as  it  was  now  exercifed,  differed 
much  from  its  original  inftitution  j  that  they  were  only  appointed  ca- 
terers 
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fhops,  an  impeachment  againll  the  fourteen  who  af-  ^^e^^_ 
iifled  at  the  late  convocation  was  carried  up  to  the  peached. 

terers  or  fte wards,  to  provide  food  and  raiment  for  the  inonks -,  and 
this  at  a  time  when  their  garments  were  not  ccftly,  nor  their  food  damty, 
beina:  but  bread  and  water  ;  that  when,  for  the  aufterity  of  their  lives, 
princes  did  beftow  lands  and  revenues  on  them,  then  their  prepofite, 
the  deans,  did  partake  of  their  honours  and  poffeffions  •,  and  being  t  .us 
endowed,  it  was  ordained  they  ftiould  be  chofen  out  of  the  preibytery  : 
from  this  rife  they  afpired  to  the  civil  magiftracy,  lay-offices    and  dig- 
nities :  humility,  piety,  and  induftry,  laid  the  foundation  of  all  thole 
magnlflccnt  ftrudtures  wherewith  churchmen  were  anciently  endowed ; 
-pride,  ambition,  and  avarice,  would  now  demolifh  them."     Mr.  1  ho- 
mas  farther  afferted,  that  the  church,  as  it  encreafed  in  poffeffions,  dc- 
created  in  virtue;  and  that  the  office  of  deans,  as  it  was  now  exerciied, 
did  neither  tend  to  the  honour  of  God,  nor  to  the  propagation  of  piety, 
as  it  had  been  alleged. 

Mr  Pury,  member  for  Glocefter,  produced  the  copy  of  the  ftatutes, 
erants,  and  foundation,  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  that  city  •,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  were,  that  the  dean,  prebendaries,  and  canons    were 
always  to  refide  in  the  houfes  of  the  cathedral ;  there  to  keep  a  family, 
good  hofpitality,  feed  the  poor,  diftribute  alms  to  the  needy,  and  to 
be  careful  to  preach  the  word  of  God.     They  were  to  keep  a  common 
table  in  the  common  hall  of  the  cathedral,  where  the  canons  and  under- 
officers  were   appointed  to  eat  together  :  the  dean  and  chapter  were 
alfo  to  -ive  twenty  pounds  to  the  poor,  befides  to  their  own  almimen,  and 
twenty  pounds  towards  the  repairing  of  bridges  and  highways  -,  for  the 
performance  of  thefe  ftatutes,  the  dean,  prebendaries,  canons,  and  mi- 
nifters  of  the  faid  cathedral  vrere  refpeftively  to  take  an  oath,  that  they 
would  obferve  them  faithfully,  and  to  their  power  procure  all  others  ^ 
to  do  the  fame.     Mr.  Pury  afferted,  that  it  was  notonoufly  known  to 
the  city  of  Glocefter,  and  thereabouts,  that  not  one  of  theie  Itatutes 
were  performed  by  any  of  the  deans  or  prebendaries  of  the  faid  cathe- 
dral:  they  came,  indeed,  once  a-year  to  receive  the  rents  and  prohts 
of  the  lands  •,  but  did  not  diftribute  to  the  poor  and  needy  their  por- 
tion, nealeaed  altogether  tlie  mending  the  highways  and  bridges,  did 
not  keep  any  common  table  at  all,  and,  inllead  of  preaching  th.  word 
of  God  themfelves,  had  been  the  chief  inftruments  to  hir.der  others 
from  doing  it.     Mr.  Pury  farther  afferted,  that  inhnite  were  the  pret- 
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Lords  *,  and  a  charge,  confifting  of  twenty-five  arti- 
cles, againfl  Wren  bifhop  of  Ely  f '  he  was  voted  unfit 
to  hold  or  exercife  any  office  or  dignity  in  the  church 
or  commonwealth  ;  and  the  Lords,  at  the  defire  of  the 
Commons,  committed  him  to  the  Tower. 


f 


A  MESS  AG  £  was  alfo  delivered  by  Mr.  Pym,  that  the 
Commons  did  intend  to  proceed  in  the  bufmefs  con- 

fures  that  many  cities  near  unto  deans  and  chapters  had  endured  by 
them  and  their  procurement  •,  and  feeing  that  the  faid  deans  and  chap- 
ters were  but  truftees,  and  the  profits  of  their  lands  ill  employed  by 
them,  contrary  to  the  truft  repofed,  it  was  fit,  by  a  legiflative  power 
in  parliament,  to  take  them  away,  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
feofees,  to  be  difpofed  of  to  fuch  religious  and  charitable  ufes  as  they 
were  firft  intended  •,  which  propofal,  if  carried  into  execution,  would 
be  fo  far  from  occafioning  a  poor  and  beggarly  clergy,  that  the  over- 
plus of  thefe  donations  -would  afford  a  decent  and  plentiful  mainte- 
nance. Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  IX.  p.  356,  ^ /^£.  Collier* s  Ecclefiajlical  Hijt. 
vol.  II.  p.  803. 

•  The  Lords  not  committing  the  bifhops  on  this  general  charge,  a 
more  particular  one  was  brought  up  by  the  Commons.  This  had  no 
better  effed  ;  and  the  bifhops  were  permitted  to  be  fo  dilatory  in  their 
defence,  that  in  a  quarter  of  a  year  after  the  commencement  of  the 
profecution  they  put  in  a  plea  and  demurrer,  inilead  of  an  anfwer  to 
the  charge  of  the  Commons.  The  Commons  complained  of  die  un- 
neceffary'^delays,  and  particularly  of  the  Lords  admitting  the  demurrer, 
without  calling  up  the  Commons  to  be  prefent  when  the  matter  was 
argued.     Nalforiy  vol.  II.  p.  7i7»  ^  M- 

t  One  of  the  twenty-five  articles  was,  that  the  faid  bifbop  having 
cxaded  of  the  city  of  Norwich  two  fhillings  in  the  pound  in  lieu  of 
the  tithes  of  houfes,  though,  by  the  law  of  the  realm,  no  tithes  ought 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  houfes,  he,  to  eftcd  this,  did  obtain  of 
the  Kina  an  order  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  that  the  perfons  re- 
fufincr  to  pay  (hould  be  heard  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  or  the  confiftory 
of  th°e  bilhop  of  Norwich,  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  no  prohibition  fhould 
be  granted.     Nalfon,  vol.11.  p.35i>  ^  M' 
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cerning  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury ;  therefore  de-  Ana.  1641. 
fued  their  lordfhips  to  appoint  a  feled  committee  to 
examine  fuch  witnefTes  as  the  Commons  fliould  defire,      . 
and  that  to  be  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  members  of  the 
lower  houfe  as  that  houfe  fliould  appoint ;  that  the  ex- 
amination might  be  kept  fecret,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
earl  of  Strafford ;    and,  as  an   order  had   pafTed  the 
Commons  to  examine  their  own  members,  that  the 
Lords  would  provide  that  fuch  members  of  their  own 
houfe  as  fliould  be  nominated  by  the  Commons  be 
likewife  examined :  to  this  meflkge  the  Lords  gave  their 
affent.     Among  thefe  ads  of  juftice,  the  judges  wei^ 
not  forgotten :   an  impeachment  was  fent  up  agamft  impeachn,.^^^^ 
all  thofe  who  had  given  their  opinion  for  the  crown 
in  the  cafe  of  fliip-money,  and  who  in  many  other 
inftances   had  in  the  moft    notorious    and   profligate 
manner  betrayed  the  laws  to  the  invafions  of  power*.  Ruihworth, 
Pierpoint,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Kingflon,  was  appomted  p.3,8,&fccL. 
to  enforce  the  charge  againfl  Sir  Robert  Berkeley.    Many 
of  the  evils  under  which  the  nation  had  groaned,  he 

*  One  of  the  articles  againft  Sir  Robert  Berkeley  was,  that,  contrary 
to  a  ftatute  of  the  five-and-twenticth  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  lome 
illaffeded  perfons  endeavouring  to  bring  a  charge  upon  the  lubjedts 
contrary  to  law,  did  furmife  that  the  price  of  corn  might  be  rated  ac- 
cording to  the  direaion  of  that  ftatute  for  the  ratmg  of  other  kinds  ot 
provifSn,  and  thereupon  great  gain  might  be  raifed  to  the  Kmg  by  h- 
cences  and  difpenfations  for  felling  corn  at  other  prices.  On  thefe  lug- 
eeftions,  a  command  from  the  King  having  been  procured  to  require 
The  iudcres  to  deliver  their  opinion  touching  the  queftion.  Sir  Robert, 
in  furtherance  of  the  faid  unlawful  charge,  did  deliver  his  opinion  that 
corn  was  fuch  vldual  as  could  be  legally  rated.  Rufiworth,  vol.  IV. 
p.  318,  ^fei^ 
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faid,  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  judges  :  their 
unjuil  judgments   had   been  our  records  ;  this  king- 
dom  had   known  wicked   flatefmen,    craftily   politic, 
who  hated  our  laws,   but  not  meeting  with  judges 
moulded  to  their  purpofes,  the  realm  flouriflied:  of 
late  others,  lefs  politic,  meeting  with  judges  every  way 
as  ill  as  they  could  wifli  them,  then  did  the  people 
faint.      Mr.  Pierpoint  juftly  obferved,  that  the  bed  lo- 
vers of  their  Laws  and  Liberty,  the  mod  honeft,  fuf- 
fer  moil  by  an  unjufl  judge  ;   they  moll  oppofe   his 
vices.    He  that  will  do  no  wrong  will  fufFer  none  that 
he  can  help ;   and  he   that  knows  himfelf  to  be  born 
free  will  do  his  utmoll  to  live  fo,   and  leave  that  free- 
dom to  pofterity.   Law  was  Liberty  ;  and  the  unlimited 
power  mufl  be  in  fome  to  make  and  repeal  laws,  yet 
nature  placed  it  in  common  confent  only.      Mr.  Pier- 
point  farther  obferved,   that  the  countryman  followed 
the  plough  with  alacrity  when  he  thought  himfelf  af- 
furcd    of    his    right   of   property   and  freedom ;    but 
when  he  had  lofl  that  afllirance,  idlenefs  was  regarded 
as   w^ifdom,  fnice   induftry   itfelf  could    not    fecure   a 
man  from  beggary.      Mr.  Waller,  who  enforced  the 
charge  againfl  judge  Crawley,  obferved,  that  tho'  the 
delinquent  had,  by  a  fuppofed  neceflity,  declared  the 
diflblution  of  law,  yet  he  had  proceeded   to  condem- 
nation and  punifhment ;  as  if  the  law  was  in  force  for 
our  dcflruction,  and  not  for  our  preferv^ation ;   that  it 
had   power  to  kill,  but  none  to  protect.      On  every 
county  a  fliip  was  annually  impofed,  and  who  would 
not  have  expetT:ed  that  the  feas  would  have  been  co- 
vered with  our  fliips  ?  But  the  daily  complaints  of  the 
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decay  of  our  navy*,  and  the  many  petitions  from  the  Ann.  1641. 
families   of  the   captives   at  Algiers,  fhewed,   that  to 
make  us  Haves  at  home  w^as  not  the  v/ay  to  keep  us 
from  being   flaves   abroad  f  ;   and  that  the  judgment 
in  the  cafe  of  fliip-money  had  been  fo  far  from  re- 
lieving the  prefent,  or  preventing  the  future  neceffity, 
that,  as  it  had  changed   our  real  property  into  the 
fliadow  of  a  property,  fo  of  a   feigned,    it  had  made 
a  real  neccility.      Mr.  Waller  introduced  the  ftory  of 
the  Roman  citizens  refuling  to  fight  theSabines,  whilft   . 
they  were  commanded  by  the  decemviri,  and  prefer- 
ring a  prefent  diminution  of  their  honour,  rather  than 
by  victory  to  confirm   the   tyranny  of  their  new  ma- 
ilers.     This  he  applied  to  the  late  behaviour  of  the 
army  againft  the  Scots  -,   and  added,   that  net  only  the 
rcilitution  of  the  Englifli  laws,  but  the  reftoration  of 
Englilh  courage,  depended  on  the  juftice  of  the  Lords, 
"   Your  lordfliips  have  been  often  told,  added  he,  how 
careful  your  ancellors  were,  though  with  the  hazard 

'*  Notwithflanding  the  afleriions  that  are  to  be  found  in  hiftory  con- 
cerning the  proper  application  of  fnip- money,  the  navy  was  at  this 
time  in  a  very  low  condition  •,  the  provifion  of  the  n:agazines  was  de- 
cayed, and  the  arrears  of  the  naval  officers  very  great ;  a  debt  of  an 
hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  was  incurred.  Rujhzcoiih,  vol.  IV. 
p.  355.     Nii/fi}!,  vol.11,  p.  460. 

t  The  depredations  of  thefe  pirates  on  the  Englifli  fubjeds  had  been 
very  enormous  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  reign :  the  parliament 
at  kngth  prevailed  on  the  King  to  give  liberty  to  certain  adventurers  to 
fet  forth  lliips  at  their  own  charges,  without  giving  any  a<  count  to  the 
King  or  lord-adnv.ral  of  what  Turkifh  prizes  they  took.  By  the  King's 
defire,  thefe  laft  words  were  altered  to,  "  Without  paying  any  duty  to- 
the  Kincr  or  lord  admiral,"  leaving  the  parties  free  to  difpofe  of  men, 
goods,  and  lliips,  to  their  beft  advantage.     Rujbzvorlb,  vol.  IV.  p.  203,, 
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of  their  lives,  to  leave  thole  rights  and  liberties  as  en- 
tire to  poUerity  as  they  received  them  from  their  fa- 
thers :  what  they  did  with  labour,  you  may  do  with 
eafe ;  what  they  did  with  danger,  you  may  do  with 
fecurity.''     Mr.  Hyde  enforced  the  charge  againft  the 
three  barons  of  the  Exchequer  :  they  had,  he  faid,  in 
a  tame  and  eafy  trance  of  flatteiy,  loft  and  forfeited 
that  reputation,  awe,  and  reverence,  which  the  wif- 
dom,  courage,  and  gravity  of  their  venerable  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  contracted  and  procured  to  the  places  they 
held,  and  rendered  that  profeflion,  which  in  all  ages 
had  been  of  honourable  eftimation,  contemptible  and 
vile.     On  the  difpute  between  tlie  King  and  his  fub- 
jeds,  in  regard  to  tonnage  and  poundage,  Mr.  Hyde 
obfen  ed,  that  the  judgment  on  the  point  was  not  fo 
great  a  crime  in  the  judges,  as  that  they  prefumed 
to  judge  at  all,  feeing  that   the   matter  was  undeter- 
mined by  parliament  ^      On  the   fubjec^  of  knight- 
hood, that  there  was  in  the  judges  a  contradiction  of 
crimes  :    in   Malverer's    cafe    they  could    impofe    no 
fine,  only  they  had  found  a  trick,  which  they  called 
the  courfe  of  the  court,  to  make  his  majefty  a  faver. 
Let    the  fubjcc^  appear,  plead,  fubmit  to  the  mercy 
of  the  court,  iiliies  went  on  ftill,  as   if  he  had  done 
neither,  till  he    did  fomcwhat  that  the   court  would 
not  order,  nor  was  bound   to   take  notice  of  when  it 
was  done.     At   the    fame    time    that   the   Commons 
lent  up  thefc  impeachments  againft   the  delinquent 

♦  This  is  not  ftriaiy  true  •,  bccauff,  before  the  judgment  which  Mr. 
Hyde  alludes  to,  viz.  Vafral's  cafe,  the  Commons  had  ftrongly  declared 
againft  the  King's  cxafting  tonnage  and  poundage  wiihout  affent  of 
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judges  *,  they  recommended  to  the  Lords  to  take  into  Ann.  1.641. 
their  confideration  the  merits  of  Sir  Randal  Crew; 
who,  from  having  given  his  opinion  againft  loan-mo- 
ney, was  removed  from  his  office  of  lord-chief-juftice 
of  the  King's-Bench,  and  damaged  in  his  fortune,  by 
the  deprivation  of  the  proj&ts  of  that  place,  twenty-fix 
thoufand  pounds. 

After  repeated  folicitations  from  the  Commons, 
the  King  at  length  found  himfelf  obliged  to  difband 
his  Irifh  army ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  acquainted 
both  houfes,  that  he  had  promifed  to  lend  thefe  troops 
to  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain.  The  Lords  ac- 
quiefced  ;  but  the  more  cautious  Commons,  juftly  fear-  fo"*J^"^' 
ing  that  it  was  an  artifice  of  the  King's  to  keep  on  p-38»»&f«l' 

*  One  of  the  articles  againft  Sir  Humphrey  Davenport,  chief-baron 
of  the  Exchequer,  was,  that  on  the  fentence  of  degradation  againft 
Smart,  prebend  of  Durham,  a  trial  was  afterwards  had  concerning 
the  corps  of  the  prebend,  bir  Humphrey  Davenport  prefiding,  he, 
contrary  to  his  oath,  direfled  the  jury  to  find  againft  Smart  *,  and  being 
then  informed  by  Mr.  Smart's  counfel,  that  though  Mr.  Smart  were 
dead,  or  deprived,  yet  the  profits  of  his  prebend  were  due  to  his  exe- 
cutors till  the  Michaelmas  following,  anfwered,  that  though  he  was 
not  dead,  yet  he  deferved  to  have  been  dead  a  great  while  ago  -,  that  he 
had  no  remedy,  fave  by  application  to  the  King,  and  there  he  fliould 
find  but  cold  comfort,  for  the  King  would  not  go  againft  his  own  pre- 
rogative. On  Sir  Humphrey  Davenport's  not  being  charged  with  the 
judgment  on  (hip-money,  Mr.  Hyde  obferved,  that  though  he  failed 
in  making  a  conclufion  from  his  premifes,  yet  he  quickly  repented  that 
that  mifchief  was  done  without  him,  and  made  all  poifible  hafte  to  re- 
deem himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  juftice,  declaring  publicly  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  that  it  was  adjudged  by  all  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land, that  fhip-money  was  due  to  the  King  •,  and  thereupon  imprifoncd 
a  poor  m.an  for  doing  that,  which,  if  (hip-money  had  been  due  to  his 
majefly,  had  been  lawful  for  him  to  have  done.  Rujhwortb^  vol.  IV. 
p.  344,  ^  feq.  . 
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foot  a  Popilh  army,  ready  trained  and  difciplined, 
which  he  might  always  be  fure  of  having  at  com- 
mand, abfolutely  refufed  their  aflent.  The  King 
fliewed  himfelf  determined  to  ftand  to  his  engage- 
ment ;  but  was  prevented  from  effecling  it,  by  both 
houfes  publifhing  a  declaration,  that  whoever  fliould 
affiil  in  tranfporting  the  Irilh  troops  to  any  foreign 
'  country  fliould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  flate  *. 

During  thefc  tranfa^lions,  the  Commons  came  to 
fome  very  fpirited  refolutions  concerning  the  liberties 
of  the  fubjea,    and  the  privileges  of   parliament  t- 

*  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard  very  warmly  oppofed  the  complying  with 
the  Kina's  promife.     «  If  it  were  policy,  he  faid,  to  breed  a  militia 
at  the  charcre  of  other  ftates,  that  ought  to  be  done  amongft  friends  of 
the  fame  religion  ;  if  thefe  troops  were  fent  away  at  the  very  time  that 
there  was  an°ambafrador  treating  with  the  emperor  about  the  Palati- 
nate, it  would  convince  the  world  that  that  embafly  was  but  a  (ham. 
He  'had  been  ever  againft  fending  the  Irifh  into  Spain ;    befides,  it 
would  be  very  prejudicial  to  England  if  the  Spaniards  prevailed  over 
the  Portuguefe.     Spain  had  had  too  much  connivance  and  afliftance 
heretofore ;  it  had  loft  the  Palatinate  j  he  hoped  now  it  was  come  ta 
the  parliament's  turn  to  dircd,  they  would  not  ad  over  other  mens 
faults."     In  this  fpeech  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard  inculcated  this  wife 
maxim,  that  the  fubj efts  of  Great  Britain  might  be  much  more  profita- 
bly employed  in  cultivating  the  land,  than  being  formed  into  ftanding 
armies,  and  thus  rendered  ufelefs,  if  not  dangerous,  to  the  community. 
Ru/hzvortb,  vol.  IV.  p.  381,  ^  feq, 

+  Refolved,  that  the  iflliing  out  warrants  from  the  lords  and  others 
of  the  pnvy-council,  compelling  Mr.  HoUis,  and  other  members  of 
parliament,  to  appear  before  them,  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament by  thofe  privy-counfellors. 

Refolved,  that  the  committing  Mr.  HoUis,  and  the  reft,  by  the  lords 
and  others  of  the  privy-council,  during  parliament,  is  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  parliament. 
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An  order  was  likewife  pafTed,  that  all  the  fhip-money  Ann.  1641. 
remaining  in  the  fherilFs'  hands  fliould  be  repaid  ;  and, 
that  the  fcourge  of  prerogative  might  no  longer  ter- 
rify the  judges  from  executing  uprightly  the  duties  of 
their  office,   the   parliament  infiftcd  that  their  patents, 

Refolved,  that  the  fearching  and  fealing  of  the  chamber,  and  feiz- 
ing  of  the  papers  of  Mr.  HoUis,  Mr.  Selden,  and  Sir  John  Elliot,  be- 
ing members  of  this  houfe,  during  parliament,  is  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  parliament.  * 

Refolved,  that  the  exhibiting  an  information  in  the  court  of  Star- 
chamber  againft  Mr.  HoUis,  and  the  reft,  for  matters  done  in  parlia- 
ment, being  members  of  parUament,  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
parliament. 

Refolved,  that  there  was  a  delay  of  juftice  towards  Mr.  Hollis,  and 
the  reft  that  appeared  upon  Habeas  Corpus. 

Refolved,  that  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Hollis,  and  the  reft  of  the 
members  of  parliament,  3  Car.  in  prifon,  by  the  then  judges  of  the 
King's-Bench,  for  not  putting  in  fureties  to  good  behaviour,  was  with- 
out juft  or  legal  caufe. 

Refolved,  that  the  exhibiting  the  information  in  the  King's-Bench 
againft  Mr.  Hollis,  Sir  John  Elliot,  and  Mr.  Valentine,  being  members 
of  parliament,  was  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

Refolved,  that  the  judgment  given  upon  a  nihil  dicel  againft  Mr.  Mol- 
lis, Sir  John  EUiot,  &c.  and  the  fine  thereupon  fet,  and  their  feveral 
imprifonments,  was  againft  the  law  and  privilege  of  parUament. 

Refolved,  that  Mr.  Hollis,  Mr.  Stroude,  Mr.  Valentine,  Mr.  Long, 
and  the  heirs  and  executors  of  Sir  John  EUiot  and  Sir  Miles  Hobart, 
refpe6tively,  ought  to  have  reparation  for  their  refpe(ftive  damages  and 
fafferings,  againft  the  Lords  and  others  by  whofe  warrant  they  were  ap- 
prehended and  committed,  and  againft  the  counfel  that  put  their  hands 
to  the  information  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  againft  the  judges  in  the 
King's-Bench. 

Refolved,  that  Mr.  Laurence  Whitacre,  a  member  of  this  houfe, 
be  fent  to  the  fewer  for  fearciiing  the  trunks  of  Sir  John  Elliot,  and 
for  feizing  and  carrying  away  his  papers. 
Rufl^wortb,  vol.  IV.  p.  347. 
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which  had  been  granted  by  Charles  durante  bene  placito, 
Ihould  be  changed  to  guamdiu  fe  bene  gejferint. 


Tlic  Star- 
chair.ber  ver- 
dict again  (I 
the  city  of 
London  re- 
verfed. 
Journals  of 
Commons, 
voLII.p.272 
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The  judgment  given  in  the  Star-chamber  againfl 
the  city  of  London,  for  breach  of  covenant,  coming 
before  the  lower  houfe,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  court 
of  Star-chamber,  whilft  it  flood  as  a  court,  had  no 
power  to  examine  matters  of  freehold  or  inheritance, 
nor  determine  breach  of  covenant  and  truft ;  that  in 
all  proofs  of  the  caufe,  there  did  not  appear  matter 
fufiicient  to  convidt  the  city  of  London  of  any  crime ; 
that,  upon  the  whole  matter,  the  fentence  was  un- 
lawful and  unjuft  ;  that  the  King  ought  to  pay  the 
money  he  had  received  upon  compofition ;  that  the 
citizens  of  London  ought  to  be  difcharged  of  the  judg- 
ment *,  and  be  reflored  to  the  fame  ftate  they  were  in 
before  the  fentence  in  the  Star-chamber  f. 

•  The  King's  commiflion,  proclamation,  and  the  Star-chamber  pro- 
ccedmgs,  on  the  bufmefs  of  foap-making,  was  at  the  fame  time  can- 
celled and  declared  illegal  -,  that  the  reftraining  of  the  fubjefts,  the  ex- 
amination of  them  by  oath  againft  themfelves,  was  contrary  to  law ; 
and  that  the  feveral  parties  who  were  covenanters  were  delinquents,  and 
ought  to  make  amends  to  the  commonwealth,  and  to  thofe  individuals 
who  had  been  oppreffed  in  confequence  of  the  covenant.  Journals  of 
the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  260,  299. 

f  A  difpute  which  arofe  about  this  time  between  the  lord-mayor 
and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  London,  concerning  the  eledion  of  a 
IherifF,  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  Lords.  The  citizens  were  at 
this  time  the  great  creditors  of  the  nation :  the  parliament  were  now 
applying  to  them  for  the  loan  of  forty  thoufand  pounds,  towards  dif- 
banding  the  Scotch  army  •,  therefore  the  Lords,  not  caring  to  offend 
either  fide,  fettled  the  eledbion  of  the  Iheriffs  in  the  commonalty  for 
the  enfuing  year,    with  a  falvo  for  both  parties.     Nalfon^   vol.  IL 
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Whilst  the  Commons  were  thus  afferting  the  dig-  Ann.  1641. 
nity  and  authority  of    parliament,    and   ellablifhing 
the    privilege   of  the  fubjecfl,    Charles,    who   looked 
with  difdain  on  their  pretenfions,   and  with  horror  on 
their  power,  was  plotting  new  fchemes  to  regain  his 
loft  prerogative:  he  had  flattered  himfelf,  that  fair 
words,  with  a  few  conceflions,  and  correcting  fome 
of  the  groffeil  abufes  of  government,  would  have  ob- 
tained from  the  Commons  a  fupply  ample  enough  to 
have  revenged  himfelf  on  his  Scotch  fubjeds.     On 
thefe  hopes  he  called  a  parliament;  whilft  himfelf 
and  his  creatures  endeavoured  to  foment  thofe  feuds 
which  had  ever  fubfifted   between  the  two  nations. 
On  the  meeting  of  this  afTembly,  he  found,  from  the 
ftrong  coalition  of  the  Scotch  army  with  the  prevail- 
ing party  in  parliament,  that  his  invafions  on  the  li- 
berties of  both  people  had  given  rife  to  an  union 
which  baffled  all  his  attempts  to  revive  ancient  jea- 
loufies ;  and  that  the  Scots  were  to  ferve  as  auxiliaries 
to  that  fadlion  in  England  who  had  moft  powerfully 
oppofcd  his   arbitrary  pretenfions.      If  the  oppofition 
of  that  Northern  kingdom  had  roufed  and  enflamed 
his  monarchical  pride,  how  much  more  ftrongly  was 
his  refentment  excited  at  the  progrefs  of  the  reform- 
ation which  was  daily  making   in  Englifli  politics. 
Were  the  utmoft  pretenfions  of  the  Scots  carried  into 
execution,  thofe  immunities,  yielded  from  necefTity, 
might,  on  the  firft  favourable  opportunity,  be  eafily 
regained,  whilft  the  power  of  the  crown  continued 
unfhaken  in  the  reft  of  the  Britifli  dominions.     But 
when    England,    that   ancient    feat    of    monarchical 
pomp,  who  had  long  bowed  her  neck  to  the  yoke  of 
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Ann.  1641.    tyranny,    when  fhc  aiTumed  a  popular  government, 
aflcrtcd  her  native  rights,  and  threw  off  the  galling 
chains  of  regal  and  ecclefiaftical  power,  what  could 
flop  the  progrefs  of  Liberty,  and  in  what  part  of  the 
Britifh  empire  could  dcfpotiim  hopt   to  re-affume   its 
claims  ?   On   this  view  of  the  flate  of  affairs,  Charles 
adopted    new  meafures  ;    he    found    that   the  Scotch 
commiiiioners  had  obtained  all   their  demands  of  the 
.Englifli  parliament,  that  they  had  been  wooed  by  this 
affcmbly,  with  the  utmoft  extent  of  liberality,  to  keep 
lioncflly  to   the   promifes   and  declarations   they   had 
made  of  affilling  England   in  perfecting  the  fame  re- 
formation in  its  government,    as   they  pretended  to 
cllabliih  in  their  own  country.      To  deflroy,  therefore, 
a  harmony  which  had  hitherto  compaffed  fuch  nota- 
ble   atchievements,   and,    if  poflible,    bring  over  the 
Scots  to  the  royal  interell,  was  at  prefent  the  fole  view 
of  the  King.      He   llifled   the  refentment  he   had  hi- 
conceffions    ^licrto  Ihcwu,  and  flrovc,    if  poffible,    to  outvie   the 
10  ihe  Scots,  parliament  in   courtefy  towards  the  Scots.      His  party 
forwarded  every  motion  which  had  been  made  in  their 
favour.      It  was  already  voted,  that  before   they  left 
the  kingdom,   they  Ihould  be  paid  the  arrears  of  the 
monthly  allowance,  and   eighty  thoufand  poimds  out 
of  the  liim  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  agreed 
to  be  given  them  for  their  brotherly  affillance,  and  to 
receive  parliamentary  fecurity  for  the   refidue   to   be 
paid  in  two  years  '.     The  Scotch  commiffioners  had 


*  This  profufion  of  favour  excited  jealoufy.  The  earl  of  Briftol 
could  not  help  faying,  in  a  conference  concerning  the  treaty,  that  the 
Scotch  invafion  had  already  coft  the  nation  eleven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.     Rujhivortb,  vol  IV.  p.  360. 
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fent  in  a  propofition,  that  they  defired,  as  a  fpccial  Ann.  1641, 
means  for  the  preferving  peace  between  the  tv^^o  king- 
doms, a  perfe(5l  unity  in  religion,  and  uniformity  of 
church-government.  The  Commons,  far'  from  ex- 
preiling  any  difpleafure  at  this  intermeddling,  re- 
turned this  civil  anfwer,  "  That  they  did  approve  of 
the  affe(5tion  of  their  brethren  in  their  defnes  of  uni- 
formity in  religion,  and  did  give  them  thanks  for  it: 
and  as  they  had  already  taken  into  confideration  the 
reformation  of  church-government,  fo  they  would 
proceed  therein  as  fliould  befl  conduce  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  peace  of  the  church."  The  Scots  were 
fo  intent  on  this  point,  that  they  made  it  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and  Charles,  even  on 
this  tender  fubjecl,  did  not  deviate  from  the  complai- 
fance  of  the  parliament.  Every  thing  that  the  Scots 
demanded  for  the  fecurity  of  their  civil  rights  was 
granted  them  *.      In  the  point  of  punifhing  offenders, 


11 


Charles  afiented  to  the  roortlfying  condition,  that  the  Scots  fhould  be 
declared  good  fubjeds,  and  their  invafion  approved  of  as  a  laudable 
enterprize.  This  condition,  by  a  vote  of  parliament,  was  ordered  to 
be  read  in  all  churches,  upon  the  day  of  thankfgiving  appointed  for 
the  national  pacification.  Bifhop  Williams,  whofe  condudt  fince  the 
meeting  of  this  parliament  had  already  given  great  diftafte  to  the  Com- 
mons, very  officioufly  compiled  a  fet  office  for  the  fervice  of  the  day 
of  thankfgiving  ;  a  declaration  paficd  the  lower  houfe,  that  Williams 
had  no  power  to  fet  forth  any  prayer,  and  therefore  the  houfe  did  or- 
der, that  that  prayer  fliould  not  be  read  in  the  liberties  of  W^eftmin- 
fter,  or  elfewhere,  and  that  it  fliould  be  taken  into  confideration. 
Nalfofi,  vol.  II.  p.  476,  £s?  feq.     Journals  cf  Commons y  vol.  II.  p.  274. 

*  One  of  the  articles  that  the  Scots  demanded  was,  that  an  ad 
fliould  be  pafTed  in  the  parliaments  of  England  and  Ireland,  that  the 
kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland  fliould  not  denounce  or  make  war 
againll  the  kingdom  of' Scotland,  without  confent  of  the  parliament 
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Ann.  ,641.  Charles  agreed,  that  proceedings  fliould  go  on  againft 
them  in  Scotland,  and  that  they  fliould  be  no  more 
employed  in  Scotch  affairs  *. 

of  England ;  the  parliament  of  Scodand  paffing  an  ad  there,  that  the 
kingdom  of  Scodand  Ihould  not  denounce  or  make  war  agamft  the 
kinc^doms  of  England  and  Ireland,  without  confent  of  the  parliament 
of  Scotland  ;  and  that  no  ihips  fliould  moleft  the  trade  of  either  kmg- 
dom  without  confent  of  parliament,  declaring  a  breach  of  peace-,  the 
Hates  of  the  country  to  punilh  the  offenders  of  this  aft  •,  which,  it 
they  neskded  to  do,  the  negled  was  to  be  counted  a  breach  of  the 
peace  o^f  the  whole  kingdom:  if  any  of  the  fubjeds  of  any  of  the 
kingdoms  Ihould  rife  in  arms  without  the  confent  of  parliament,  that 
then  it  fliould  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  fubjeds  to  convene  to  fupprefs 
fucJi  evil-atfeded  perfons :  and  if  either  parliament  fliould  denounce 
war,  they  Ihould  give  three  months  notice  :   and  that  an  ad  fliould  be 
made  in  the  parliament  of  England  for  ratifying  the  treaty,  which  is 
alfo  to  be  ratified  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  :  and  that  this  treaty, 
and  whole  proceedings  thereof,  may  be  likewife  ratified  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland,  and  a  firm  peace  eftabliflied  ;  it  is  defired  that  his 
majelly  may  be  now  pleafed  to  declare,  that  the  enfuing  parliament  of 
Scotland  may  have  full  and  free  power,  as  the  nature  of  a  free  par- 
liament of  that  kingdom  doth  of  itfclf  import,  to  ratify  and  confirm 
tlie  treaty  and  whole  articles  thereof;  and  to  receive  account  of  all  com- 
miflions  granted  by  them,  examine  their  proceedings,  and  grant  exo- 
neracions^thereupon ;  and  to  treat  deliberately,  conclude,  and  enad, 
whatfoever  fliall  be  found  conducible  to  the  good  and  peace  of  that 
kingdom  ♦,  and  that  his  majefty's  commiflioners  fliaU  be  auihorifed  witli 
full  power  to  approve  whatfoever  ads  and  ftatutes,  which  fliall  be  ac- 
corded unto  by  the  eftates  on  that  behalf,  and  fliall  fit  and  continue 
without  interruption  or  prorogation,  while  all  things  necrflary  for  that 
cflfed  be  determined,  enaded,  and  brought  to  a  final  conclufion.     The 
ad  of  oblivion  not  only  juftified  whatever  had  been  done  in  oppofition 
to  Charles's  government,  but  excepted  from  pardon  all  thofe  who,  by 
his  commiflion,  had  aded  in  oppofition  to  the  intended  reformadon. 
Rujhworib,  vol.  IV.  p.  372. 

*  The  Scotch  prelates,  the  earl  of  Traquaire,  Sir  Robert  Spotfwood, 
Sir  John  Hay,  and  Bakanqual,  who  had  drawn  up  Charles's  declara- 
tion againit  the  Scots,  were  the  perfons  excepted  out  of  the  ad  of 
°  oblivion. 
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With  this  management  the  arts  of  conniption  Ann.  1641. 
were  not  omitted:  they  had  proved  very  fuccefsful 
fmce  the  death  of  the  offender  Strafford  had  diflblved 
that  union  general  hatred  to  his  pcrfon  and  rage  for 
juftice  had  occafioned.  The  force  of  flattery  and  pro- 
mifes  daily  gained  profelytes  to  the  monarchical  fac- 
tion in  parliament.     The  earl  of  Rothes,  who  was  BumefsHift. 

i.Av^x«    *        J-  vol.  I.  p.  30. 

one  of  the  chief  confidants  of  the  covenanters,  was 
won  over  to  the  King's  intereft  with  the  promife  of 
being  made  gentleman  of  the  bedchamber,  and  mar- 
rying a  rich  Englifh  heirefs,  the  comitcfs  of  Devon- 
fliire  *.  The  Scotch  commifTioners  were  not  inexora- 
ble :  the  complaifance  of  the  Englilh  parliament  had 
filled  them  with  fuch  high  notions  of  importance, 
that  they  perfuaded  the  King,  that  their  intereft,  with 
his  perfonal  prefence  in  the  Scotch  parliament,  and  a 
total  compliance  in  matters  of  religion,  would  pro- 
cure him  a  party  ftrong  enough  to  over-awe  his  op- 
pofers.  Whilft  the  treaty  was  concluding  in  England, 
the  divifions  in  Scotland  had  run  high:  the  power  j^jen^oirs of 
and  influence  of  Argyle  had  occafioned  fuch  jealoufy,  ^'.^j;^ 
that  Montrofe,   who   mortally  liated  this    nobleman,  p.  184. 

oblivion.  To  fave  Charles  the  pangs  of  delivering  up  men  who  had 
done  evil  through  his  inftigation,  various  expedients  were  propofed 
and  rejeded  :  at  length  it  was  determined,  that  though  they  ihould 
be  judged  by  the  parliament,  yet  the  cenfure  (liould  be  remitted  to 
the  King. 

♦  It  was  not  from  any  ftruggling  principle  of  honefty,  that  he  was 
not  gained  before.  Burnet  tells  us,  that  Spotfwood  had  once  made  a 
bargain  between  him  and  the  King  before  the  commotions ;  but  that 
the  affair  was  broke  off  by  the  cabals  of  the  earl  of  Traquaire,  who 
could  not  endure  that  Rothes  (hould  be  raifed  above  him.  Burners  Hijl. 
of  His  Own  Times,  vol,  I.  p.  28. 
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Ann.  1641.  was  enabled  to  form  a  confiderable  aflbciation  for  the 
King.  This  aflbciation  was  difcovered  by  the  cove- 
nanters, and  fome  of  his  friends  were  fent  to  prifon ; 
Montrofc  accufcd  Argyle  and  his  followers  with  an 
intent  to  depofe  the  King ;  and  prevailed  with  one 
Stewart  to  give  under  his  hand,  that  he  had  heard 
Ar-^vle  make  fuch  a  propofal.  Stewart  was  committed 
to  prifon :  he  retraded  his  evidence,  as  extorted  from 
him  by  Montrofe  ;  and  a  profecution  was  fct  on  foot 
agamll  this  incendiary,  who  imagined  himfelf  to  be 
of  fuch  confequence,  that  he  fent  flattering  aflurances 
to  the  King,  that  when  he  was  fupportcd  by  his  pre- 
fcnce,  he  fliould  be  able  to  retrieve  his  aflairs  with 
a  high  hand.  Thus  encouraged,  Charles  determined 
on  a  journey  to  Scotland ;  not  without  hopes  that,  in 
his  progrefs  through  the  North,  he  might  And  means 
to  gain  the  Englifli  army. 

Etnbaflyand  To  prcvcut  any  jealoufies  that  might  arife,  and  to 
inanifeftoin  cajolc  botli  houfcs  iuto  good  liumour,  at  the  fame  time 
Paiadnate  that  hc  iuformcd  them  of  his  intended  vifit  to  Scot- 
Rlwcrth,  land,  he  afl^ed  their  advice  and  afliilance  concerning 
^^jXireq.an  embafl>^  and  manifefto  *,  in  favour  of  his  fifter's 

*  The  manifefto  acknowledged,  that  both  Charles  and  his  father 
had  been  grody  deluded  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  ;  that 
their  pious  inclination  and  regard  for  peace  had  induced  them  to  omit 
divers  occafions  whereby  they  might  have  prevented  the  violences  and 
opprefilons  ufed  to  the  Palatinate  family  •,  that  they  had  not  only  been 
drawn  to  forbear  to  engage  in  fo  juft  a  caufe,  but  had  procured  the 
dilbanding  the  forces  of  count  Mansfeklt,  and  had  caufed  the  furrcn- 
der  of  fome  places  of  ftrength  into  tlie  hands  of  the  late  infanta  of 
Spain.  Charles  addrefled  his  parliament  in  a  very  different  ftyle  from 
what  he  had  hitherto  ufed :  "  I  take  an  occafion,  faid  he,  to  prefcnt 
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diftrefled  family,  which  he  propofed  to  fend  to  a  diet  Ann.  1641. 
to  be  held  at  Ratifljon.  Many  members  of  the  Com- 
mons' houfe  fliewed  their  zeal  in  this  buflnefs.  Sir 
Simon  d'Ewes  accufed  the  Jefuits  of  having  been  the 
occafion  of  that  bloody  war  which  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty  years  had  ravaged  Germany:  he  traced  the 
troubles  of  the  empire  from  the  competition  to  the 
dukedoms  of  Cleves  and  Juliers  to  the  prefent  time ; 
related  the  politics  of  the  court  of  England,  includ- 
ing the  Spanifli  treaty,  and  archly  enough  faid,  that 
he  hoped  the  parliament  would  verify  that  excellent 
and  heroic  expreflion  of  prince  Charles,  "  Look  for 
neither  marriage  nor  friendfliip,  wiihout  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  Palatinate  *."  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard,  a 
gi-eat  partizan  of  the  Palatine  family,  earneftly  ex- 
horted the  houfe  to  give  weight  to  the  King's  mani- 
fcflo,  by  publicly  declaring  an  approbation  of  the  fame. 
The  following  refolution  was  the  iflue  of  this  debate : 

» 
that  to  both  houfes  whereby  I  hope  all  the  world  fhall  fee  there  is  a 
good  underftanding  between  me  and  my  people :  It  is  concerning  my 
nephew,  the  cledor-palatine  -,  who  having  defired  me  and  the  king  of 
Denmark  to  give  confent  to  a  writing  concerning  the  diet  at  Ratilbon 
with  the  emperor,  I  could  not  but  fend  my  ambaffador  to  aflift  him, 
though  I  am  afraid  I  fliall  not  have  fo  good  an  anfwer  as  I  exped ; 
which  my  nephew  forefeeing,  hath  defired  me,  for  the  better  counte- 
nancing of  the  fame,  to  make  a  manifeft  in  my  name ;  which  is  a 
thing  of  great  confequence,  and  if  I  fhould  do  it  alone,  without  the 
advice  of  my  parliament,  it  would  rather  be  a  fcorn  than  otherwife  : 
therefore  I  do  propofe  it  unto  you,  if  you  will  advife  me  to  it,  I  do 
think  it  were  fit  to  be  publilhed  in  my  name."  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  a 
ftaunch  friend  of  the  Palatine  family,  was  entrufted  with  this  embafly. 
Rujhwcrth^  vol.  IV.  p.  308. 

♦  Charles  had  lived  in  a  perfe<fl  friendlhip  with  the  court  of  Spain 
for  fome  time. 
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«  That  the  Commons  did  approve  of  his  majeily'.^ 
pious  intention  in  behalf  of  the  Palatine  family  ;  and 
if  the  prefcnt  treaty  Ihould  not  fucceed,  they  would 
be  ready  to  give  him  fuch  advice  and  affiflance  as 
Ihould  {land  v/ith  his  honour,  and  the  intereft  and  af- 
fection of  the  kingdom."  The  Lords  concurred  with 
the  Commons  in  this  refolution,  and  both  houies  de- 
fired  the  King  to  recommend  the  manifedo  to  the  par- 
liament of  Scotland,  that  the  concurrence  of  that 
kingdom  might  be  likewife  obtained  *. 

The  benefits  which  theEnglifli  parliament,  and  par- 
ticularly the  lower  houfe,  had  conferred  on  the  Scots, 
were  of  a  nature  that  exacted  a  return  of  the  lUmoft 
gratitude :  on  this  prefumption,  the  Commons  placed 
fuch  a  confidence  in  this  people,  that,  dreading  no 
treachery  from  their  quarter,  they  were  not  at  firft 
difgufted  at  the  King's  intention  to  pay  them  a  vifit ; 
but  fome  papers,  written  in  a  cypher  from  Montrofe 
and  his  party  in  Scotland,  having  been  difcovered  and 
produced,   the  Commons  took  the  alarm,   and,  by  the 
following  refolutions,  feemed  to  apprehend  that  the 
King  had  fome  defign  of  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Scotch  forces,  and  that  he  hoped  for  the  con- 
currence of  the  Englifh  army :  "  Refolved,  that  both 
houfcs  be  humble  fuitors  to  his  majelly,  that  the  ar- 
mies may  be  diibanded  before  the  King's  going  into 
the  North  •,  that  every  part  of  the  kingdom  be  put 

♦  Mr  Hampden  informed  the  Commons,  that  the  ead  of  EfTex  had 
received  letters  from  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  wherein  (he  gave  humble 
thanks  to  the  parliament  for  their  regard  and  conlideration  of  her. 
ParlHiJi,  vol.  IX.  p.  4^K 

mto 


CHARLES 


I. 


29 


into  a  pofture  of  defence  againR  all  oppofition  what-  Ana.  1641. 
Ibever ;  that  all  counties,  efpecially  the  northern,  be 
well  ilored  with  ammunition  and  arms,  and  that  the 
trained  bands  be  exercifed ;  that  an  cfpecial  eye  be 
had  over  all  counties  where  the  i^apiils  arc  mofl  rcfi- 
dent,  and  that  all  public  bills  for  the  peoples'  fafety 
be  expedited  whilil  the  King  is  among  us  ;  that  fome 
courfe  may  be  taken  for  the  taking  off  all  afperfions 
that  have  been  raifed  concerning  the  parliament  ; 
fome  care  to  be  taken  for  her  majefly's  fafety,  and 
the  fafety  of  the  King's  children ;  and  that  fome  per- 
fon  of  credit,  quality,  and  truft,  may  be  thought  of^ 
to  be  always  near  the  queen,  in  the  time  of  the  King's 
abfence."  A  committee  was  immediately  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  heads  of  a  conference  with  the  Lords. 
Mr.  Pym,  chairman  of  the  committee,  managed  the 
conference.  Ten  proportions  'vvere  ofl'ered  :  the  firfl 
concerned  the  fpeedy  difbanding  of  the  armies :  the 
fecond  infilled  on  the  King's  putting  off  his  journey 
till  this  was  ciFecled,  and  the  bufinefs  of  importance 
depending  in  parliament  difpatched :  the  third,  that 
the  King  fhould  remove  from  his  councils  thofe  who 
had  fliewn  themfelves  malevolent  againfl  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  and  fill  up  their  oilices  v/ith  fuch 
whom  the  parliament  could  confide  in;  the  fourth, 
that  the  queen  fliould  take  fuch  perfons  into  her  con- 
fidence, that  Jefuits  and  priefls  Ihould  be  refirained 
from  coming  to  court,  and  the  college  of  capuchins 
at  Somerfet-Houfe  diffolved :  the  fifth,  that  the  King's 
children  might  be  put  under  the  tuition  of  perfons 
of  public  truft,    and  well   afl'eded    in    religion  :    the 
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fixth,  that  any  pcrfon  who  fliould  come  into  the  king- 
dom with  inilrud:ions  from  the  pope,  flioiild  be  de- 
clared guiky  of  high-trcafon :  the  feventh,  that  the 
militia  Ihould  be  put  in  a  good  pollurc   and   made  fit 
for  fcrvicc,    that  its  oilicers  Ihovild  be  approved  by 
parliament,  and  that  an  efpecial  oath,  authorifed  by 
law,  and  fuch  as  might  fecurc  the  public  in  this  time 
of  danger,  might  be  impofed  on  them ;  that  the  five 
ports,  and  all  the  ports  of  the  kingdom,  might  be 
put  into   good   hands,    and   efpecial   care   taken  for 
their  reparation  and  provifion ;  that  the  lord-admiral 
fhould  inform  the  parliament  in  what  {late  the  navy 
was,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  provided  for  out  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage  for  the  fecurity  and  peace  of  the 
kingdom:  the  eighth,  that  a  general   pardon  Ihould 
be   drawn  up :  the  ninth,  that  a  (landing  committee 
Ihould  be  appointed  by  both  houfes  to  confer  toge- 
ther on  particular  cafes  :    the  tenth,    that  the  King 
would  be  fparing  in  fending  for  Papiils  to  court,  that 
the  laws  might  be  put  in  execution  againil  thofe  who 
came  unfent  for,  that  recufant  ladies  Ihould  be  re- 
moved from  covirt,  that  the  perfons  of  adlive  Papifls 
ihould  be  reftrained,  and  no  penfions  allowed  to  fuch 
recufants  as  were  held  dangerous.      The  Lords  agreed 
with  the  Commons  on  the  main  of  thefe  articles,  but 
objedled  to  that  which  related  to  the  queen,  on  the 
pretence  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  King's  marriage 
articles  *.      The  Commons  not  only  defended  their  ten 


*  The  King's  marriage  articles  were  neither  approved  or  aflcnted  to 
by  parliament,  and  confequently  they  had  a  right  to  infift  on  their  not 
being  executed,  if -found  dangerous,  or  otherwife  ofFenfivc.     All  pri- 
vate 
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propofitions,  but  in  a  few  days  fent  up  five  additional  Ann.  1641. 
ones,  concerning  the  preventing  Papifls  being  har- 
boured in  the  houfes  of  foreign  ambalTadors  ;  the  dif- 
miiling  them  from  all  places  of  truil ;  that  the  arms 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  feveral  counties  iliould 
be  reilored  * ;  and  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  flioidd 
have  fuch  gunpowder  out  of  his  majelly's  flore,  as 
might  be  fpared,  paying  after  the  rate  of  ten-pence 
a-pound  j  and  that,  if  his  majefly  could  fpare  any 
arms  out  of  his  flores,  they  would  purchafe  them. 
The  King  aflented  to  the  five  additional  propofitions, 
without  giving  a  fatisfacflory  anfwer  to  many  of  the 
others  ;  but  the  Lords,  who  had  now  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  Commons,  appointed  a  Handing  committee 
to  meet  with  a  committee  of  the  lower  houfe,  to  con- 
fer about  fuch  courfes  as  fliould  be  mofl  effecflual  for 
the  reducing  all  the  propofitions  to  efFcdt  for  the  pub- 
lic good. 


RossETTi,  the  pope's  nuncio,  and  father  Philips, 
the  queen's  confefTor,  having  been  mentioned  as  two 
of  the  mofl  noxious  agents  about  the  court,  it  was 
refolved  that  they  fliould  be  fent  for  to  attend  the 
committee  for  the  propofitions.  Rofifetti  fled  the  king- 
dom ;  but  father  Philips  had  the  imprudence   to  tell 

vate  refpeds  ought  to  give  way  to  public  good.  The  Commons,  in  a 
conference  with  the  Lords  on  this  fubjed,  declared  there  were  fome 
things  in  them  contrary  to  law. 

*  The  King,  intending  to  make  a  magazine  of  military  flores  in 
the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  had  in  feveral  counties  taken  from  the 
trained  bands  their  arms,  and  fent  them  into  Scotland.  Rapii,  vol.  IL 
p.  230. 

the 
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.na.,6,..    the  mcflbngcr,  that  the  queen  had  ordered  him  not 
to  obey  the  fummons  till  fhe  had  fpoken  with  the 
King,  and  that  he  would  follow  her  dhxaions  before 
the  commands  of  the  houfe  of  Commons.    When  the 
Commons  were  informed  of  this  infolence,  they  fent 
awarram  to  bring  Philips  before  them  ^s  a  dehn- 
quent.     Philips  for  fome  time   fheltered   himfelf  at 
Wliitehall ;  but  on  a  complaint  of  the  Commons,  that 
the  King's  houfe  was  made  a  fanduary  for  crunmals, 
he  made  a  voluntary  appearance,  where,  on  his  knees, 
he  attempted  to  excufe  his  abfurd  oppofition.     After 
remaining  fome  time  in  cuflody,  he  ^vas  fent   to  the 
Tower,  and  twelve  articles  of  a  feditious  and  crimi- 
nal condua  were  drawn  up  againft  l^^n^-    /^  ^^^  ^'^- 
ferred  to  the  committee  for  the  Popifh  hierarchy  to 
enquire  what  penfions  were  allowed  to  Philips  and 
others  for  the    feducing   to  Popery   the    children   of 
Proteflants,  and   what  penfions   were  allowed  to  fe- 
xninarics  beyond  the  feas,  and  to  priefls  within  the 
kingdom. 

The  Commons  were  kept  in  perpetual  alarm  that 
dangerous  defignswere  carrying  on  againft  the  infant 
flate  of  Liberty.     The  Kmg  continued  refolute  not  to 
pollpone  his  journey  to  Scotland  till  the  armies  fiiould 
be   difbanded ;  and  what   rendered    this    inflexibility 
more  fufpicious,  he  prevailed  with  the  Scotch  com- 
mimoners  to  prefent  a  paper  to  the  Commons,  giving 
fome   unf\uisfaaory  reafons  why  their  defires  could 
Fanhcrpro-  not  be  Complied  with.     On  the  intelligence  that  iome 
""'"Irjin  French  forces  were  marching  towards  Picardy,   and 
?^"l!li*"  that  ihc  queen  intcndca  lo  leave  ihc  kingdom  under 

*nryp»»«.  ^  *  the 
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the  pretence  of  want  of  health,  they  entered  into  Ann.  1641, 
new  enquiries  on  the  army  plot:  commilTary Wilmot, 
colonel  Afhburnham,  and  colonel  Pollard,  were  com- 
mitted to  prifon,  and  their  pay  as  officers  fliopped  *. 
AH  foreign  letters,  both  outward  and  inward,  were 
ordered  to  be  opened  ;  and  the  King  was  addrefled  by 
both  houfcs  againfl  the  queen's  intended  journey  f- 

*  Mr.  Selden  fpoke  in  favour  of  thefe  delinquents,  and  urged,  that 
they  were  not  only  acquitted,  but  pardoned,  by  the  a£t  of  pacification. 
To  this  the  houfe  objected,  faying,  that  that  ad  was  not  to  be  fo  in- 
terpreted, for,  if  it  was,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  noto- 
rious offenders,  could  not  be  proceeded  againft.  Although  Clarendon 
accufcA  the  Commons  of  being  in  thi»  cafe  guilty  of  a  fubtcrfuge,  to 
prevent  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  offenders,  clcaping 
with  impunity,  yet  in  this  point  they  were  very  ronfirtcnt,  having  all 
alonp,  declared,  with  the  Scots,  that  the  great  tlrlinqucnra  fl^ould  be 
held  excluded  out  of  any  a6t  of  oblivion,  or  general  pardon.  The 
parliament  aflentcd  to  the  provifo  in  the  atl  of  pacilkation,  put  in  by 
the  i>cotch  commifnoncrs,  viz.  That  no  benefit  in  the  ad  Ihould  ex- 
tend to  thct  .Scotch  prelates,  or  others  purfucd  as  incendiaries  between 
the  two  kinnrdoms,  and  betwixt  the  King  and  his  people,  on  condition 
that  it  fliould  be  reciprocal  between  both  nations ;  and  the  Englilb 
commirtioncrs  for  the  tre.Jty  did  aver,  that  they  never  did  intend  that 
the  ad  of  pacification  Ihould  extend  farther  il>an  to  things  paft  be* 
tween  the  two  kingdoms  of  Isngland  and  Scotland  in  matters  of  hotti* 
lity,  and  things  thereunto  belonging.  Nnlfon^  vol.  II.  p.  625.  PatU 
Hift.  vol.  IX.  p.  378. 

f  The  addrefjii  fel  forih,  that  there  was  caufe  to  doubt  that  the  Pa- 
pifts  had  fon)c  dcfign  in  her  majefty's  journey,  for  they  had  fold  thetr 
lands,  and  been  very  dilip^ent  in  gathering  together  fums  of  money ;' 
many  of  the  better  fort  were  pone  beyond  fca  \  and  tlic  houlc  of  Com- 
mons had  received  information  of  crreat  quantities  of  treafure  in  jewels, 
phte,  and  ready  money,  packed  up  to  be  conveyed  away  with  the 
queen  j  and  becaufe  they  underflooci,  by  her  majclly's  phyficiun,  that 
the  chief  caufe  of  her  ficknels  proccciled  fiofu  difcontcnt  of  mind,  they 
thought  pood  to  declare,  that  if  any  thing  witliin  the  power  of  par* 
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This  interpofition  gave  fomc  interruption  to  the  queen's 
fchemcs :  llie  found  it  ncccfl'ary  to  comply  with  the 
requcfl:  of  parliament ;  and  the  Commons,  in  return 
for  what  they  civilly  termed  an  obligation,  voted  her 
the  thanks  of  both  houfes,  and  inftantly  went  upon  a 
bill  for  the  fettling  her  jointure. 

The    prcfcnt   fituation   of    affairs    continued    in    a 
ticklifli  pofture.     The  King  was  percmptoiy  in  his  rc- 
folution  to  vifit  Scotland.   Neither  army  was  dilbandcd. 
Many  members  of  both  houfes,  either  from  levity, 
corruption,   or  rooted  prejudices,  grew  cool  to  the  po- 
pular interell ;  and   the  condud  of  the  Scotch  com- 
miffioners  was  refradory  and  fufpicious.      Thefe  dif- 
ficulties  did    not  prevent  the  oppofers  of   the  court 
from  proceeding  with  firmnefs  and  vigor.     They  yet 
maintained  a  confiderable  majority  in  the  lower  houfc, 
and  they  exerted  their  power  with  great  fpirit  againft 
the  corrupt  influence  of  the  royal  fadion.     The  lord 
Digby,  who,  fince  his  difaffe«5lion,    had  oppofed  all 
their  meafures  with  a  daring  boldncfs,  fell  under  the 
lafli  of  their  fevereft  cenfure.     Vain  of  his  abilities 
as  a  fpeaker,  he  had  publifhed  his  fpeech  againfl  the 
bill  of  attainder,  after  that  bill  had  paffed  both  houfes, 
and  after  he  had  been  queftioncd  for  the  freedom  he 
had  ufed  in  the  fame  fpeech.     The  Commons  looked 
upon  this  as  a  high  contempt  of  their  authority ;   and 
the  King  having  rewarded  Digby's  apoflacy  with  call- 

liamcnt  could  give  her  content,  they  would  be  ready  to  farther  her  fa- 
tisfaaion  in  all  things,  fo  far  as  might  (land  with  that  public— C^W; 
to  which  they  were  obliged.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  IX.  p.  449,  i^  fcq. 
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ing  him  to  the  houfc  of  peers,  fo  the  Commons,  to  Ann.  1641. 
fignify  their  refentment,  ordered  his  fpeech  to  be 
burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman,  and  palled  a  re- 
folution,  that  the  Lords  iliould  be  moved  to  join  in  a 
petition  to  the  King,  that  he  would  forbear  to  confer 
any  honour  and  employment  on  a  perfon  who  had 
defervcd  fo  ill  of  the  parliament.  The  Commons 
were  now  in  the  utmoft  perplexity :  they  found  innu- 
merable diflicultics  in  difbanding  the  army,  on  ac- 
count of  the  flow  coming  in  of  the  poll-money  *  ; 


•  For  the  fpccdy  ralfing  of  fo  large  a  funi  as  was  ncccflaiy  to  tlx 
difbanding  the  army,  an  order  |>ancd  both  \\o\\k^  for  the  brinp.ing  in 
and  melting  of  plate.  Among  the  rcfolutions  that  pafled  in  the  bufi- 
nelV  of  raifinp,  money,  the  following  one  cut  up  the  evil  of  arbitrary 
impofitions  by  the  roots.  Kcfolvcd,  that  the  cftatcs  of  all  luch  pcr- 
lons  living  or  dcad»  ;i»  have,  by  colour  of  any  patent,  received  from 
the  lubjedi,  under  pretence  of  culloin,ovcr  and  above  that  three- pence 
in  the  pound  anciently  due  unto  the  King  by  law.  or  have  been  Iharcrf 
with  the  patentees,  ought  to  be  made  liable  to  rclliiution  for  lo  much 
as  apiJear.^,  by  their  accounts  and  confeflions,  to  be  clearly  gained  by 
them.  'Ihis  refolution,  which  eX4«fled  a  juft  retribution  of  public 
property,  has  been  cenfurcd  by  a  very  judicious  hiftorian  as  a  ftrctch 
of  arbitrary  power  not  founded  in  equity,  becaufc  the  right  of  impof- 
ing  had  been  adjudged  t<Vthc  King  by  the  courts  of  Wellminder-halL 
The  proflifutc  de|)cndan«i  of  thofc  courtn  ^mm^'m  this  reign  very  no- 
torious i  and  in  cafen  of  private  property,  the  man  wl»o  wilfully  or  ig- 
norantly  purchafes  a  falfc  title,  lul>jcd\8  himfclf  and  his  heirs  to  the 
lurdfhip  of  refundin<3j  whenever  the  right  owner  can  make  good  his 
claim.  The  parliament  had  always  controverted  the  pretenfions  of  llic 
crown  in  this  point  \  and  it  has  been  already  obfcrved,  that  ihc  Kinjj, 
by  the  conftitution,  is  fo  far  a  minor  as  not  10  be  jccocntabte  forcom^ 
mitllng  oflcnces  againll  the  laws.  This  being  the  cafe,  there  <»n  be 
no  other  means  for  fecuring  the  fubjeds  irom  il»c  cncroiclkflients  oi 
power,  but  by  rendering  all  Its  inftrumcnts  liable  to  fcvcfC  ccnParcs. 
An  honed  man,  who  is  fond  of  Lilx-rty,  will  take  Cifc  to  inform  Kim* 
felf  of  every  conftitutional  point  which  relates  to  the  privilege  cd  d>e 
fubicdt     Ignorance  itfell'  is  nor,  in  a  cafe  of  fb  high  an  iiiifORiBce»  a 
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Ann.  1641.  and  the  Scots  fignified  a  determination  not  to  depart 
the  kingdom  till  the  arrears  of  the  monthly  allowance 
were  paid,  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  bounty 


money 


* 


On  Augufl  the  feventh,  the  Commons  fent  to  dcfirc 
the  Lords  to  concur  with  them  in  petitioning  the  King 
to  put  off  his  journey,  urging  that  they  had  only  af- 
fented  f  to  it  on  a  fuppofition  that  they  could  have 

fufficient  cxcufe ;  becaufe  that  very  ignorance  is  in  fome  degree  crimi- 
naU  fince  it  may  be  avoided,  and  renders  men  liable  to  become  tools 
to  the  higher  inllruments  of  opprefTion.  It  was  this  vote  that  raifed 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  compofition- money  from  the 
farmers  of  the  cuftoms. 

At  this  time  the  following  juft  cenfure  paffed  upon  the  vintners. 
**  Refolved,  that  the  company  of  vintners,  by  their  offer  of  forty  (hil- 
lings per  ton  upon  wines  to  his  majefty,  and  demand  of  liberty  to  raife 
the  price  of  wines,  are  contrivers  of  the  faid  unlawful  impofitions,  and 
delinquents." 

Notwichftanding  the  difficulty  the  Commons  found  to  raife  a  fufH- 
cient  fum  to  pay  the  army,  they  were  fo  defirous  of  getting  rid  of  the 
queen-mother,  and  her  train  of  Papifts,  that  being  told  (he  was  ready 
to  depart  if  money  could  be  procured  for  fending  her  away,  they  con- 
fented  to  allow  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the  poll-money  for  that  pui*pofe. 

This  princefs  retreated  to  Cologne  in  Germany,  where  (he  died  in  a 
fhort  time,  without  having  had  other  fupport  than  what  (he  obtained 
from  the  parliament  and  court  of  England.  Journals  cf  the  Commons^ 
vol.  II.  p.  218.     RuJhvuGVth^  vol.  IV.  p.  317. 

♦  They  refufcd  the  repeated  defires  of  the  Commons  to  di(band  their 
army,  and  forbear  infifting  for  five  or  fix  weeks  on  the  payment  of 
forty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  eighty  they  were  to  receive  for  brotherly 
afi'iftance,  upon  perfonal  or  any  other  fecurity  they  (hould  think  fit. 
Jcurnals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  220. 

t  They  had  a(rented  to  his  going  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  and  fent 
the  lord-general  down  to  diiband  the  army,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the 
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effecTfced  the  difbanding  the  army.  The  King  was  then  Ann.  1641. 
petitioned  either  to  flay  fourteen  days  longer,  or  to 
appoint  one  or  more  perfon  or  perfons  to  have  the 
power  of  a  locum  tenens  during  his  abfence ;  and  that 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fliould  have  power  to  give  the 
royal  affent  in  parliament  *.  On  thefe  debates  the 
Commons  fat  till  ten  o'clock  on  the  Saturday-night, 
and  all  the  next  day  t>  pb  ii"^S   ^^^^  K.ii^S  with  conti- 

poU-bill  would  have  brought  in  money  to  pay  both  them  and  the  Scots. 
The  earl  of  Holhmd  was  appointed  general  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  who  had  refigned.  The  earl  of  Holland  made  a  mo- 
tion, that  the  parliament  fliould  grant  him  a  power  to  exercife  martial 
law,  under  pretence  that  without  fuch  an  authority  there  would  be  great 
tumults  and  diforders.  The  Lords  feemed  to  acquiefce  ;  but  the  Com- 
mons, more  tender  of  public  liberty,  rejeded  the  motion,  and  refolved, 
that  the  mutinous  foldiers  (hould  be  puniftied  by  the  civil  powers  ;  and 
that  the  juftices  of  peace,  and  other  civil  officers,  in  the  counties 
through  which  tliey  palTed  to  the  places  of  their  abode,  (bould  provide 
for  their  orderly  conducing.  Journals  of  tbeCemmons^  vol.11,  p.  188. 
Nalfon^  vol.11,  p.  318. 

*  Clarendon  is  very  free  in  his  cenfures  on  the  Commons  for  making 
fuch  a  requell :  he  calls  it  an  extravagance  they  did  not  underfland, 
and  that  no  fuch  commifTion  could  be  legally  granted.  It  was  not 
only  afferted  in  the  debates  on  this  fubjed  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  the 
ancient  and  coniiant  courfe  in  all  times  had  been  always  to  have  a 
locum  tenehs  in  the  King's  abfence,  a  parliament  fitting  not  limited  to 
any  particular  matter,  but  precedents  were  brought  to  fupport  this  af- 
fertion.     Journals  of  the  CommonSy  vol.  II.  p.  240. 

f  "  Ordered,  that  the  houfe  be  called  over  on  Wednefday  fe*nnight, 
and  that  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgefTes,  do  fend  down  to  the  (herifF 
of  every  county,  requiring  their  members  to  retu!"n,  on  pain  of  incur- 
rincr  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe.      , 

"  Ordered,  that  the  houfe  (hall  meet  tomorrow,  being  Sunday,  con- 
cerning the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom. 

«  Refolved, 
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Ann.  1641.  nual  mcllagcs  to  put  off  his  journey.  Thefc  entrea- 
ties were  in  vain ;  Charles  pleaded  his  promife,  and 
got  the  Scots  commiflioncrs  tinaly  to  infifl  on  his  com- 
The  King's  nienciug  his  journey  on  the  appointed  day  ■^■.  On  the 
Sand.''  eve  of  that  day  he  accordingly  lat  forward  f,  after 
Afts  pafled.    pafling  all  the  bills  that  were  made  ready  |,  and  leav- 

"  Refolved,  that  the  hoi.fe  fliall  enter  into  confideration  of  no  bufi- 
nefs  whatfoever  on  this  day,  bur  fuch  as  (lull  immediately  concern  the 
good  and  advancement  of  rchgion,  and  the  lafcty  of  the  kingdom." 

Neither  houfe  thought  thefe  refolutions  a  fuffi.ient  juftification  for 
their  doing  what  the  majority  of  the  nation  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of 
prophanation  of  the  Lord's  Day :  they  published  a  declaration,  that 
they  would  not  have  done  this  but  upon  inevitable  necefllty,  the  peace 
and  fafety  both  of  cliurch  and  Itatc  being  i'o  nearly  concerned;  which 
they  did  declare  to  the  end  that  nciher  any  other  inierior  court  or 
council,  or  any  other  perlbns,  mi.;ht  draw  it  into  example  tor  negled- 
intr  the  due  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  Day.  Journals  of  the  Comu.cNS, 
vol.  II.  p.  245,   iy  fiq. 

*  Notwithftanding  that  the  Commons  fcnt  the  Scotch  commiflioncrs 
word,  that  if  they  would  dilpenle  \v:th  his  majclly's  jvXirney  for  four- 
teen days,  they  would  petition  his  najcdy  to  fend  a  comnjiflloner  for 
the  dlfpatch  of  their  afiairs-,  and  if  they  would  condefcend  to  this  re- 
queft,  in  refped  of  the  great  and  urgent  occafions  of  the  kingdom  of 
En^rland,  they  would  take  it  as  a  great  argument  of  their  atfedlion. 
Journals  cf  tie Coruino.s^  vol.11,  p.  245. 

f  The  parliament  folicited  the  King  to  appoint,  before  his  departure, 
the  carl  of  Salilbury  to  the  office  of  lord-treafurer,  and  the  lord  Pem- 
broke to  the  office  of  high-ftcward,  in  the  room  of  the  carl  of  Arun- 
del, who  left  the  kingdom  with  Mary  de  Medicis,  the  queen-mother. 

J  A(fts  pafled  before  the  King*s  journey  to  Scodand. 

1,  An  a6t  for  the  preventing  inconvcniencics  happening  by  the  long 
intermiffion  of  parliament. 

2.  An  a6l  !or  the  relief  of  his  majclly's  army,  and  the  northern  parts 
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ing,   inftead  of  a  locum  tenens,  a  limited  commiflion  for  Ann.  16^ i. 
pafling  others  with  the  lord-keeper,  the  marquis  of 

3.  An  adl  for  the  reforming  fome  things  mifliaken  in  the  late  ad  for 
the  granting  four  fubfidies,  entitle.!.  An  ad  for  the  relief  of  his  ma- 
jefty*s  army,  &c. 

4.  An  ad  for  the  farther  relief  of  his  majefty's  army,  and  the  northern 
parts  of  this  kingdom. 

5.  An  ad  for  the  better  raifing  and  levying  mariners  for  the  prefenc 
guarding  the  feas,  and  necelfary  defence  of  the  realm. 

6.  An  ad  concernino-  the  limitation  and  abbreviation  of  Michaelmas 

o 

Term. 

7.  An  ad  to  prevent  inconveniencles  by  the  untimely  adjournment 
of  parliaments. 

8.  A  iubfidy  granted  to  the  King,  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  &c. 

9.  An  ad  for  the  fpeedy  provifion  of  money  for  difbanding  the  ar- 
mies, &c. 

10.  An  ad  for  the  regulating  of  the  privy  council,  and  the  taking 
away  the  court  commonly  called  the  Star-chamber. 

11.  A  repeal  of  the  branch  of  a  ^3Xu\.q  primo  EUzabethay  concern- 
ing commiflioners  for  caufes  ecclefiaftical. 

12.  A  fubfidy  granted  to  the  King,  of  tonnage  and  poundage. 

13.  An  ad  for  the  fecuring  of  fuch  monies  as  fliall  be  due  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  York,  and  other  adjoining  counties  wherein 
his  majefty's  army  is  or  hath  been  billeted,  &c. 

14.  An  ad  for  the  declaring  unlawful  and  void  the  late  proceedings 
touching  fiiip-money,  and  tor  the  vacating  all  records  and  proceflfes  con- 
cernins;  the  fame. 

15.  An  ad  againft  divers  encroachments  and  oppreflions  in  the 
ftannary-court?. 

16.  An  ad  for  the  certainty  of  forefts,  and  of  the  metes,  meets,  li- 
mits, and  bounds  of  the  forefts. 

17.  An  ad  for  the  pacification  between  England  and  Scotland. 

18.  An  ad  for  the  fecuring,  by  public  faith,  the  remainder  of  the 
friendly  affiftance  and  relief  promifed  to  our  brethren  of  Scotland. 

19.  An  ad  for  the  better  ordering  and  regulaung  the  office  of  clerk 
of  the  market,  allowed  and  confirmed  by  this  ftatute,  and  for  the  re- 
formation of  falfe  weights  and  meafures. 

20.  Aa 


•^^. 


f: 


ft 

1i 


l-J 


/ 


40 

Ann.  1641. 


H  1  S  T  O  Tx  Y     or     ENGLAND. 

Hertford,  the  carls  of  Mancliefter,  Limlfcy,  EiTcx,  Bath, 

20.  An  aa  for  the  prevention  of  vexatious  proceedings  touching  the 

order  of  knighthood. 

21.  An  ad:  for  the  free  bringing- in  of  gunpowder  and  fak-petre  from 
foreign  parts,  and  for  the  free  making  of  gunpowder  within  this  realm. 

The  Stannary-court  exercifed  its  jurifdiftion  over  miners  •,  but,  by 
the  abufe  and  encroachments  of  power,  it  extended  itfelf  in  a  manner 
that  opprefied  all  the  inhabitants  of  Cornwall  and  Devonihire,  and,  like 
all  the  other  arbitrary  courts,  had  fet  the  common  law  at  defiance,  and 
dilbbeyed  both  prohibitions  and  Habeas  Corpus's  from  the  King's  Bench. 
The  Marfhal's  court  is  not  exprefly  mentioned  in  any  ftatute  -,  but  it 
funk  with  the  rell  of  thole  pclhlential  monlters  which  disfigured  the 
beauty  and  tainted  the  health  of  the  tonltitution.     Clarendon  tells  us, 
that  ic  was  the  ofispring  of  this  fruitful  reign,  of  no  longer  date  than 
the  year  1633-,  that  it  took  cognizance  of  offen five  words ;  and  fuch 
had  been  the  extravagance  of  its  proceedings  fince  the  diffolution  of 
the  lail  parliament,  that  more  damages  had  been  given  in  two  days,  by 
the  fole  judgment  of  the  earl  marlhal,  than  had  been  given  by  all  the 
juries  in  all  the  courts  in  Wcftminfter-hall  in  the  whole  term,  and  the 
days  for  trial  after  it  was  ended.     Clarendon  farther  tells  us,  that,  on 
the  firll  entrance  into  this  inquifition,  an  end  was  put  to  this  update 
court;  and  that  fuch  was  the  eiTed  which  the  authority  of  the  parlia- 
ment had  on  the  proudeil  natures,  that  himfclf,  who  had  taken  the 
lead  in  this  affair,  was  accofted  by  the  lord  Arundel,  the  earl-marfiia), 
with  great  courtely,  who  thanked  him  for  having  treated  his  perfon  (o 
civilly,  when  upon  fo  juft  realon  he  had  found  fault  with  his  adions. — 
It  would    be  difficult  to  reconcile  Clarendon's  pleadings    againft  the 
judges,  and  the  opinion  he  gave  of  the  Marfhal's  court  and  the  Coun- 
cil of  York,  with  the  panegyric  he  makes  of  Charles's  government  in 
his  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars. 

■  There  was  an  attempt  made  to  corre£t  the  fliameful  abufe  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  dillributing  honours.  The  King  was  petitioned  that  titles  of 
honour  (hould  not  be  bought  and  fold,  but  be  the  reward  of  virtue  and 
fnerit.  It  was  refolved  in  the  upper  houfe,  to  confult  with  the  Com- 
mons on  a  bill  for  preventing  a  future  abufe  of  this  privilege. The 

profufion  with  which  this  fpecies  of  royal  favour  has  been  lavilhed  in 
latter  times,  and  yet  continues  to  be  lavilhed,  is  become  an  objed  very 
interefting  to  the  whole  commonalty,  and  particularly  to  the  gentry,  of 
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and  Dorfct  *,  and  appointed  the  earl  of  Eflcx  lieute-  Ann.  1641. 

nant-general,  with  a  power  to  raife  what  forces  fhould 

be  found  neceflary  f.  •  . 


A  REVIEW  of  the   tranfa^lions  of  this   parliament, 
during  the  firil  period  of  their  operations,  mud  fill 

this  kingdom  ;  who  being  no  way  diftinguiflied  by  any  political  privi- 
leges from  the  lowefl  claffes  of  the  people,  if  they  do  not  exert  them- 
felves  in  a  regular  conftitutional  manner,  by  proper  remonftrances  to 
the  higher  powers  againft  this  growing  evil,  will,  in  a  fhort  period  of 
time,  find  themfelves  in  a  more  ignominious  fituation  riian  ever  their 
anceftors  were  in  the  moft  fervile  periods  of  flavery,  even  in  a  worfe 
ftate  than  are  the  gentry  of  any  country  in  Europe,  not  excepting 
thofe  who  live  under  governments  whofe  barbarous  defpotifm  is  a  dif- 
grace  to  humanity  and  civilization. 

The  peers  who  petitioned  for  a  parliament  received  the  thanks  of 
both  houfes ;  the  petition  was  recorded  in  the  Journal  of  the  Lords 
Houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  efteemed  an  ad  of  that  houfe.  Before  the 
King  proceeded  on  his  journey,  it  was  declared  and  voted,  nemine  con- 
tradicente,  by  the  Lords,  that  their  certain  and  undoubted  right  was  to 
chufe  their  fpeaker,  who  was  not  to  depart  when  the  houfe  fat,  without 
leave  of  the  houfe.  Statutes  at  Large ^  vol.  II.  p.  1 105,  ^  y^^.  Life 
of  Clarendon^  vol.  1.  p.  76,  ^  feq^,  MSS.  Journal  of  the  Lords,  Rufb- 
worth,  vol.  IV.  p.  211.     Nalfon^  vol.11,  p.  43^* 

*  The  bills  which  thefe  commiffioners  had  authority  to  pafs  were. 
The  aft  of  treaty  ;  any  bill  for  raifing  money,  as  there  fhould  be  oc- 
cafion  for  raifing  of  forces  for  fervice  at  fea  and  land,  and  to  refift  fo- 
reign invafions,  and  feditions  at  home ;  any  bill  for  tonnage  and  pound- 
at^e,  or  other  duties  upon  the  exportation  or  importation  of  commodi- 
ties ;  for  the  prefervation  of  falt-petre  mines,  and  making  of  gun- 
powder for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom ;  a  power  to  pafs  the  bill 
concerning  the  eight  fubfidies  for  the  clergy.  ParU  Hift,  vol.  IX. 
p.  469,  i^  f€<i. 

f  By  the  defire  of  both  houfes,  the  earl  of  Eflex  had  been  ap- 
pointed lord-lieutenant  of  Yorklhire,  in  the  room  of  the  lord  Saville, 
who  refigned. 
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evciy  mind,  untainted  by  fervile  prejudices,  with  the 
higheft  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  veneration.     The 
free  conftitution  of  England,  which,  from  the  igno- 
rance of  former  ages,  and  the  wicked  policy  of  Kings, 
had  admitted  of  fo  many  arbitrary  principles  that  it 
was  become  a  monfler  void  of  fymmetry,  was  now 
reduced  to  a  fyftem  of  government  confident  and  uni- 
form,  fupporting   itfelf   by   the   pillars   of  law  and 
equity.      Every  arbitrary  court  of  judicature  was  abo- 
lidieci ;   the  authority  of  the  clerk  of  the  market,  who 
had  a  general  infpe^ion  over  weights  and  meafures, 
and  by  whofe  power  the  people  had  undergone  many 
hardfhips,  vexations,  and  extortions,  was  transferred 
to  the  mayors,  fherifFs,  and  other  legal  magiftrates  ; 
the  limits  of  the  forefls  were  reftrained  within  their 
ancient  bounds ;  the  crown  entirely  deprived  of  the 
means  of  impofmg  the  expenfive  honour  of  knight- 
hood *  ;  and  as  no  court  of  juflice  remained  but  thofe 
which  took  cognizance  of  common  and  flatute  law, 
the  King's  power  of  ifluing  proclamations  and  extort- 
ing money  from  the  fubjea  was  entirely  cut  off,  be- 
caufe  every  man  might  difobey  thofe  arbhrary  edids 

♦  The  old  Gothic  cuftom  of  trial  by  battle  was  entirely  abolifhed 
by  this  parliament.  The  houfe  of  Commons  having  received  com- 
plaint, that  the  office  of  (herifF  was  attended  with  exceffive  expence, 
by  reaVon  of  prefents  and  entertainments  given  to  the  judges,  with  larg8 
fees  to  their  fcrvants ;.  and  the  like  complaint  being  made  by  counties, 
cities,  corporations,  and  boroughs,  that  whenever  the  King  pafled  they 
were  obliged  to  pay  large  fums  to  his  officers,  as  pretended  fees  and 
duties  J  it  was  ordered,  that  no  fuch  prefents,  entertainments,  gifts,  or 
pretended  fees,  (hould  be  demanded,  given,  or  paid  •,  and  if  any  per- 
fon  fhould  do  contrary  to  the  faid  order,  they  fhould  be  efteemed  by 
the  houfe  as  giving  examples  inconvenient  to  the  public. 
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with  impunity.  Pafl  grievances  were  not  only  re-  Ann.  1641. 
dreffed,  but  the  exemplary  punifhments  of  flate  de- 
linquents <",  with  the  a6l  for  triennial  parliaments, 
were  now  bulwarks  to  defend  the  conflitution  againil 
the  attacks  of  power.  Many  of  thefe  advantages, 
efcaping  the  corruption  of  time,  and  the  confufion  of 
civil  broils,  arc  yet  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland,  and  ought  to  raife  in  the  heart  of  every  Eng- 
lilhman  a  grateful  monument  of  praife  to  thofe  re- 
nowned patriots  who  procured  fuch  invaluable  blef- 
fings  to  pofterity  f . 


*  A  few  weeks  after  Strafford's  execution,  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
with  more  generofity  than  prudence,  pafled  a  bill  for  reftoring  his  ho- 
nours and  titles  to  his  children.  This  ftridure  may  be  looked  on  as 
fevere ;  but  it  is  not  for  the  advantage  of  a  ftate  that  a  man's  family 
fhould  be  benefited  by  his  public  vices,  neither  is  it  compatible  with 
the  laws  of  equity  that  they  fhould  be  fufFerers  for  them :  therefore, 
if  the  parliament  had  prefcrved  a  juft  medium,  they  would  have  rein- 
flated  the  earl  of  Strafford's  children  in  the  honour  and  fortune  lie 
was  pofTeflTed  of  before  he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  court,  but  de- 
prived them  of  the  enjoyment  of  the  wages  of  iniquity.  This  opi- 
nion, confiflent  with  the  laws  of  juflice  and  found  policy,  is  to  be  taken 
generally ;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  a  refledion  on  the  defcendants  of 
the  earl  of  Straflx)rd,  fince  pofterity  is  not  anfwerable  for  the  crimes  of 
their  anceftors.  The  greateft  patriot,  and  mofl:  virtuous  citizen,  may 
fpring  from  the  loins  of  the  moft  corrupt  member  of  fociety. 


i 


t  Among  thofe  heroic  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty  which  flg- 
nalize  this  houfe  of  Commons,  it  muft  be  owned  that  the  particular 
urgency  of  circumftances  occafioned  them  to  lay  fome  vcr)-  arbitrary 
reftraints  on  the  prefs.  It  was  ordered,  that  all  llationcrs  and  printers 
fhould  take  the  name  of  every  perfon  who  brought  any  thing  to  them 
to  be  printed,  fold,  or  publiflied,  that  they  might,  under  pain  of  in- 
curring the  fame  penalty  as  the  author,  be  ready  to  give  account  as  they 
fliould  be  required.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  printers  themfelves  pre- 
ferred a  biU  for  regulating  their  trade,  and  that  there  fliould  be  hq. 

G  2  books 


j 


44 


Ann.  i64!< 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


C     H     A     F.       II. 

-The  leaders  of  the  popular  party  attempt  to  -wreji  from  the  K!jg 

tbepoJ^er  the  milUia En^lifi  and  Scotch  annus  df- 

tanded. Committee  of  parliament  fent  ,nto  ^^«'^-'^-— 

franfaaions  in  that  kingdom. ^ffa.rs  of  Ireland.— -Ir.fi 

infurreaion.  and  maffacre  of  the  ProteJiants.--Condua  oj  the 

Engl.fi  parliament  on  that  bufnefs «.  K,ng  returns  to 

England. His  public  entrance  into  the  capUaL—Ue  de- 

pies  the  parliament  of  their  guard. Tj^r  pet.t.on,  and 

remonjirance  of  the  fate  of  the  kingdom Tumults Pro- 

tejiation  of  the  bifiops. 

rr^HE  free  conflitution  of  England,  thus  vindicated 
1     from  the  ufurping  pretenfions  of  the  crown  and 
the  mitre,  promifed  fair  to  arrive  at  that  ftate  of  per- 
feaion  ^vhich  allows  an  equal  proportion  of  freedom 
to  the  fubjeft  and  the  fovereign.      Notwithftandmg 
this  favourable  appearance.  Liberty,  though  largely 
enjoyed,  was  not  firmly  eftablifhed  :  the  body  of  the 
nobility  had   never  afted   on  any  extenfive  view  of 
public  utility,  their oppofuion  had  been  folely  founded 
on  private  pique  and  perfonal  jealoufy  ;  they  had  la- 
ther diftafted  the  minifters  of  the  late  opprcflive  mea- 
fures,  than  entertained  any  noble  refentment  at  the 
oppreffion  itfelf.     Since  Laud  and  Strafford,  thofe  two 
envied  objeAs,  were  removed,  the  felfifli  prejudices 
incident  to  their  ftation  inclined  them  to  combat  the 
progrefs  of  a  reformation  which  apparently  tended  to 

books  printed  without  licence.    Jmnals  of  tbe  Commons,  vol.  II.  P-  "O. 
Rujhwortb,  vol.  IV.  p.  357-  .         .  ellablifh 
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eftablifli  a  juft  equality  of  political  privileges  amongft  Ann.  1641. 
all  men. 

The    attempts   of  tlie   crown   to   debauch   feveral 
members  of  the  lower  houfe  from  the  found  princi- 
ples of  Liberty  had  fucceeded  but  too  well.     Thefe, 
according  to  the  nature  of  oppofition,  from  moderate 
opponents  had  become  inveterate  enemies ;  and  the 
repeated  mortifications  they  received  from  the  prevail- 
ing party  in  parliament,  inclined  them  to  run  into  the 
oppofite  extreme  of  their  pretenfions.     The  Commons 
were  better  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  King 
than  to  fuppofe  he  would  remain  quiet  under  the  pre- 
fcnt  diminution  of  royal  power ;  they  knew  he  had 
already  attached  to  himfelf  a  ftrong  party  of  mal- 
contents, befides  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics.     In 
thefe  circumftanccs,  it  was  neceffary  to  the  fafcty  of 
the  public,  that  the  militia  and  forts  of  the  kingdom 
fliould  be  vefted   in   proper  hands.     The   firR   fteps 
made  in  this  attempt  were  the  ten  propofitions  offered 
by  the  Commons,  and  affented  to  by  the  Lords  *.     Of 
thefe  they  were  fo  tenacious,  that  not  meeting  with  a 
ready  compliance,  ftanding  committees  were  appointed 
to  confer  from  time  to  time  on  a  method  of  reducing 
them  to  effed  in  fpite  of  royal  oppofition. 

•  Sir  Arthur  HaOerig,  a  popular  leader  of  great  fpirit,  introduced 
a  bill  for  the  fettling  the  land  and  fea  forces  in  fuch  hands  as  (hould 
be  nominated  by  the  lower  houfe.  He  was  ftrongly  feconded  by  Mr.  . 
St  John,  who  declared,  that  fuch  power  over  the  militia  as  might  be 
neceffary  for  the  ftcurity  of  the  kingdom,  was  not  yet  by  law  veiled 
in  any  perfon,  not  even  in  the  crown.    Clarendon's  Hiji.  vol.  I.  p.  217, 
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Charles,  having  fucceedcd  fo  far  in  the  plan  ot 
his  expedition  as  to  overtake  both  armies  before  they 
were  diibanded,  applied  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  alH- 
duity  to  gain  them  to  his  intereft.  Henderfon,  the 
popular  covenanting  preacher,  was  appointed  his  chap- 
lain, and  the  great  officers  of  the  Scotch  army  were 
treated  with  high  marks  of  favour  and  di{lin<5lion  * ; 
together  with  this  fufpicious  circumflance,  that  the 
earl  of  EiTex  received  intelligence  from  the  earl  of 
Holland,  that  attempts  were  made  to  corrupt  the  Eng- 
lifli  troops.  The  parliament  took  the  alarm ;  an  or- 
der pafTed  both  houfes  for  difarming  all  the  Papifts  in 
England.  The  vaults  under  the  parliament-houfe 
were  fearched  ;  and  the  Lords  were  defired  by  the 
Commons  to  declare,  that  all  privileges  fliould  be 
void,  in  cafe  of  the  convidling  or  difarming  of  recu- 
fants.  The  Scotch  commiffioners  were  moved  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fpeedy  march  of  the  Scotch  army,  who 
were  forbid  to  pafs  through  Berwick  but  in  fmall 
numbers.  Dire(5lions  were  given  to  the  earl  of  Hol- 
land to  difband  both  horfe  and  foot  immediately,  and 
that  no  munition  or  artillery  of  the  King's  at  Hull 
fhould  be  removed,  but  by  order  of  parliament.  A 
fmall  committee  of  both  houfes  f  was  fent  into  Scot- 
land to  keep  up  a  good  correfpondence  between  the 

•  It  is  faid,  that  four  northern  counties,  with  the  plunder  of  Lon- 
don, were  offered  to  the  Scotch  army,  if  they  would  engage  to  in- 
terrupt the  proceedings  of  the  EngliQi  parliament.  Ludlow*s  Me- 
moirs, fol.  ed.  1751.  p.  6.  MyjUty  of  Iniquity y  a  traft,  publifhed.  in 
1643,  p.  22. 

t  The  lord  Howard,  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  Sir  William  Armyn,  Na- 
thaniel Fiennes,  John  Hampden. 
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parliaments  of  each  kingdom,  to  inform  themfelvcs  Ann.  1641. 
of  the  inclinations  of  that  people,  and  to  watch  the 
King's  actions.  According  to  previous  agreement,  the 
ordnance  and  ammunition  of  the  Scots  were  conveyed 
to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  a  very  complaifant  let- 
ter, in  the  name  of  both  houfes,  written  to  the  earl 
of  Holland,  fignifying  an  entire  approbation  of  his 
conduct  and  care  for  the  public  good..  ^ 

The  impreffion  which  the  King  had  made  on  the 
Scotch  and  Englifh  armies  was  followed  with  no  other 
effea:  than  perfonal  civility.      He   had    the    mortifica- 
tion  alfo  to  find,  on  his  arrival  at  Edmburgh,  that  the  in  Scouaud. 
parliament  had  chofcn  the  lord  Balmerino  for  its  pre- 
fident ;  that  they  would  not  fufTer  any  member  to  fit 
among  them  but  thofe  who  had  figned  the  covenant ; 
and  that   Montrofe  and  his  party  had  fo  over-rated 
their  flrength,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  pre- 
vent their  incurring  the  punifhment  which  their  fac- 
tious cabals  had  merited  *.    He  was  determined,  how- 
ever, to  give   full  fatisfadtion,  and  deprive,  if  poffi- 
ble,  his   oppofers   in  England  of  the   fupport  of  the 
Scots.      Every  condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
confirmed  by  parliament.      The  lords  of  the  articles,  Bu.^net»s 
that  efFec1:ual  bar  to  the  freedom  of  thofe  afTemblies,  HamiUcns.* 
w^re  fet  afide.     To  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  ^^'^%l 
that  pradice  which  Charles  and  James  had  exercifed, 
of  giving  Scotch  titles  to  Englifhmen,  and  difpofing 

♦  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  King  obtained  the  padiament's  pardon  for 
his  own  party,  on  condition  that  they  came  not  near  his  prefence,  nor 
received  any  benefit  from  him,  without  their  approbation.     Clarendon's 

Hifi.  vol.  I.  p.  244. 
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Of  their  proxies,  a   law   was   enadcd,   that  no  man 
fliould  be   capable  of  a  Scotch  peerage  who  did  not 
poflefs  upwards  of  five  hundred  pounds  annual  rent 
in  the  kingdom.    A  law  for  triennial  parliajnents  was 
paflcd,  with  an  ordinance,  that  the  lad  aA  of  every 
parliament  ihould  be  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
for  holding  the  enfuing  one.      The  King  was  deprived 
of  a  power,  formerly  enjoyed,  of  enforcing  obedience 
to   proclamations,    under   the    penalty   of    treafon  *. 
Thefe  were  all  falutary  a^s ;  but  the  following  was 
the  crowning  one,  which  gave  entire  liberty  to  the 
Scots,  viz.  that  no  member  of  the  privy-council,  no 
officer   of  Hate,  none   of  the   judges,  Ihould  be  ap- 
pointed,  but  bv  advice  and  approbation  of  parliament ; 
and  all  the  officers  of  Hate  were  to  hold  their  places 
\juamdiufe  bene  geJfrinL    Four  of  the  prefcnt  judges,  who 
had  been  adlive  on  the  fide  of  prerogative,  were  dif- 
placed ;  feveral  of  the  head  covenanters  were  fworn 
of  the  privy-council ;  Loudon  was  made  chancellor ; 
and  the  office  of  treafurer  was  difcharged  by  a  com- 
mittee of  four,  viz.  Argyll,  Glencairn,  Lothian,  and 
Lindfay.     With  thcfc  cflfential  gratifications,  the  lefler 
graces  were  not  omitted  :  Argyll  was   created  a  mar- 
quis;    Loudon,  Lefley,  and   Lindfey,  carls;    Andrew 
Murray,  lord  Belvaird,  and  the  lairds  of  IJudq  and  Ar- 
buthnot,  vifcounts  ;    the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  now 
become  popular,  was  gratified  with  the  title  of  duke. 
Many  of   the  prime   covenanters   obtained  penfions. 

•  It  is  furprizing  the  Scots  fliould  ever  fancy  themfelves  a  free  people 
whilft  they  permitted  their  prince  to  enjoy  a  prerogative  which,  in  a 
manner,  invefted  him  with  the  whole  legiflative  authority. 
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Charles  conformed  himfelf  entirely  to  the  eftabliilied 
church,  and  church  preferments  were  bellowed  upon 
Henderfon,  and  other  popular  preachers.     The  pro- 
feflbrs  in  the  univerfities   had  their  provifions  aug- 
mented  out  of  the  epifcopal  revenues,  and  the  par- 
liament ordained  a  commiffionwith  powers  to  enlarge 
the  ftipends  of  the  reft  of  the  miniftry.     A  judicature 
was  eftabliflied  by  the  parliament  to  order  all  things 
concerning  the  peace  of  the  land,  and  the  preferving 
a  perfea  amity  with  England.     A  committee  was  alfo 
nominated  to  try  Montrofe  and  the  reft  of  the  royalifts  : 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  Kmg  could  pre- 
ferve  their  lives,  by  obtaining  their  cenfure  to  be  re- 
mitted to  himfelf.     Such  were  the  conceffions  necef- 
fary  to  quiet  the  Scots,  and  fuch  the  fruits  of  a  jour- 
ney ftiffly  infifted  on  by  the  King  *  ;  whofe  hopes  of 
meeting  with  a  number  of  partifans  were  entirely  de- 
feated by  the  fudden  death  of  the  earl  of  Rothes,  and 
the  temerity  and  implacable  envy  of  Montrofe,  who 

♦  The  vaft  conceffions  the  King  was  obliged  to  make  to  the  Scots, 
by  exciting  a  jcaloufy,  encreafed  that  defire  for  Liberty  which  already 
llrongly  rdgned  in  the  Englifh;  this  nation  difdaining  to  have  been  at 
fuch  trouble  and  expence  for  the  Scots  to  reap  advantages  fupenor  to 
themfelves.     What  were  the  King's  expedations  on  thefe  conceffions. 
Clarendon,  his  great  counfellor,  informs  us :  "  It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
fays  he,  but,  in  confideration  of  thefe  extravagant  conceffions,  the  Scots 
made  as  extravagant  promifes :  that  by  their  loyal  and  dutiful  comport- 
ment, his  majefty  ihould  find  no  diminution  of  his  power  •,   that  he 
(hould  have  the  entire  obedience  of  that  nation  to  preferve  his  tuU 
rights  and  regalities  in  England,  and  to  reduce  Ireland ;  the  earl  of 
Leven  telling  him,  that  he  would  not  only  never  more  ferve  againft 
him,  but  that  whenever  his  majefty  Ihould  require  his  fervice  he  fhould 
have  it,  without  afking  what  the  caufe  was.     Clarendon's  Biji.  vol.  I. 
p.  244,  ^  fii'  -     J 
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purfued  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  his  brother  the 
carl  of  Lanerick,  with  fuch  inveterate  malice,  that  they 
found  themfelves  under  a  neceiEty  to  join  with  Argyll, 
and  the  reft  of  the  covenanters. 
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cia^endon's        MoNTRosE  had  the  viUany  to  fuggeft  to  the  King, 
Civii  w'ars,    that  it  would  be  for  his  intereft  to  procure   the   mur- 
Toi.i  p.236.  ^^j.  q£  Argyll  and  the  two  brothers  ;   and  offered  him- 
felf  for  the  fervice.     Intelligence  of  this   black  pro- 
portion having  got  abroad,  Hamilton,  Lanerick,  and 
Argyll  withdrew  themfelves  to  their  houfes,  and  pre- 
pared for  a  defence,  declaring  publicly  that  they  knew 
there  was  a  fcheme  on  foot  to  aiTallinate  tlM^m.    Great 
was  the  confternation  which  this   incident  occafioned 
in  the   parliament,  and  the   city  of  Edinburgh.      In 
England  it  was  looked  on  as  an  attempt  to  break  the 
pacification  j  and  that  fuch  a  defign  would  not  have 
Journals  of    been  undertaken  without  the  aflurancc  of  a  ftrong 
Common?,     ^^.j-^-y  ^q  j^bg^  [^  *,    Sir  Tohu  Berkeley  and  O'Neile,  two 
293-  general  officers,  who  had  been  deeply  engaged  m  the 

plot  againft  the  parliament,  were  put  under  arreft. 
Strong  guards  were  placed  in  the  cities  of  London 
and  Weftminfter,  and  letters  of  caution  fent  to  all  of- 
ficers civil  and  military.  The  committee  of  both 
houfes  attending  the  King  in  Scotland  were  ordered 
to  acquaint  him,  that  the  Englilli  parliament  held  it 

♦  In  the  depofition  taken  on  this  occafion  it  appeared,  that  the  earl 
of  Crawford,  the  lord  Amond,  and  colonel  Cockrain,  were  concerned 
in  this  affair.  Captain  Steward  depofed,  that  there  was  a  great  faftion 
of  noblemen  and  others  at  Edinburgh,  who  were  able  to  fnpprefs  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Argyll,  and  their  party.  Rtijhwcnk^ 
vol.  IV.  p.  421. 

a  matter 


a  matter  of  great  importance,  that  the  religion,  li-  Ann.  1641- 
berty,  and  peace  of  Scotland  fhould  be  preferved  ;  and 
that  they  were  refolved  to  employ  their  power  and 
authority  for  fuppreffing  all  fuch  as,  by  any  confpi- 
racy,  pradlice,  or  other  attempts,  fhould  endeavour  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  Scotland,  and  to  infringe  the 
treaty  made  between  the  two  kingdoms :  farther  the 
committee  was  ordered  to  inform  the  King,  that 
whereas  five  companies  out  of  the  garrifons  of  Ber- 
wick and  Carlifle  were  by  his  order  ftayed  from  dif- 
banding,  the  Commons  now  afTembled  in  parliament 
did  declare,  that  they  intended  to  be  at  no  farther 
charge  for  the  longer  ftay  and  entertainment  of  thofe 
men,  nor  for  the  demurrage  of  the  fix  fhips  fent  for 
the  tranfporting  of  his  majefty's  munition,  ordnance, 
and  other  provifions,  if,  by  the  occafion  of  the  afore- 
faid  order,  they  were  kept  out  longer  than  had  been 
agreed  on. 

These  were  not  the  only  tranfadions  which  pafi^cd 
during  the  King's  abfence.  On  the  eve  of  an  adjourn- 
ment, when  many  of  the  members  were  out  of  town, 
fome  of  the  zealous  Prefbyterians  made  a  motion  con- 
cerning alterations  in  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer : 
this  occafioned  a  very  hot  debate,  where  the  no-lefs- 
zealous  Mr.  Hyde,  and  other  bigoted  churchmen,  de- 
fended  the  liturgy  with  fuch  pertinacious  w^armth, 
that  they  at  length  obtained  the  victory,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  laid  afide.  The  Lords,  without  waiting  for 
the  determination  of  the  Commons,  voted,  that  an  or- 
der of  theirs,  made  January  1640,  which  appointed 
a  rigid  obfervance  of  divine  fervice,  as  regulated  by 
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fonner  afts  of  parliament,  fliould  be  rigidly  obferved*. 
The  Commons,  on  their  fide,  publifhed  an  order 
againft  innovations  ;  for  the  ftrid  obfervation  of  Sun- 
day, and  that  all  corporal  bowing  at  the  name  of 
Jefus  fhouW  be  forborn  f-  This  occafioned  a  difpute 
which  renewed  the  attack  on  the  bifhops,  as  the  au- 
thors of  diffentions  between  the  two  houfes  J.  The 
• 

•  Of  twenty-one  lords  who  voted  on  this  occafion  there  were  nine 
diflenting  votes.  Six  peers,  viz.  Bedford,  Warwick,  Clare.  Newport, 
Wharton,  and  Kimbolton,  entered  a  proteft  againft  publifhing  the 
order. 

f  An  order  was  made  for  afternoon  fermons  in  all  parochial  churches. 
Parifhes  had  leave  to  employ  a  lefturcr  at  their  own  charge  -,  and  the 
oath  of  canonical  obedience  was  laid  afide :  in  the  order  againft  inno- 
vations, bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus  was  forbid,  iiid  Edward  Decr« 
ing  made  a  very  warm  enthufiaftic  fpeech  on  this  occafion  -,  he  advanced 
fome  ftrong  reafons  againft  the  validity  of  the  order,  as  it  was  not  in 
the  regular  way  of  bill,  and  contained  an  arbitrary  impofition  on  the 
inclinations  of  men  •,  but  laid  an  abfurd  ftrefs  on  the  corporal  bowing 
at  the  name  of  Jefus,  as  if  this  frivolous  ceremony  was  a  neceflary  part 
of  worlhip.     Nalfon^  vol.  II.  p.  6io,  ^  M- 

%  A  bill  for  abolifhing  epifcopacy,  called,  «  The  Root  and  Branch 
Bill,"  was  at  this  time  warmly  debated  in  the  houfe.     Sir  Edward 
Deering,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard,  Mr.  Waller,  and 
Mr.  Thomas,  were  the  chief  fpeakers  on  this  occafion :  Sir  Edward 
Deering,  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard,  and  Mr.  Waller,  were  for  moderating 
the  power  and  riches  of  biftiops,  cutting  off  what  they  called  the  cor- 
rupt adjunas  of  epifcopacy,  and  reducing  it  to  its  primitive  fimplicity. 
Mr.  Waller  advanced  a  very  felfiih  argument  to  fupport  his  opinion  i 
viz.  that  if  the  people  prevailed  for  rm  equality  in  things  ecclefiaftical, 
thtUx  agraria  might  be  the  next  thing  infilled  on.    The  fpeech  of  Mr. 
Thomas  was  tedious  and  fcurrilous :  he  having  endeavoured  to  Ihew, 
that  the  great  power  of  the  church  had  been  as  fatal  to  monarchs  as  it 
was  repugnant  to  civil  liberty,  he  gave  a  detail  of  the  oppofitions  which 
the  crown  had  met  with  from  former  prelates :   and  very  abfurdly  con- 
founded their  fpirited  endeavours  to  rcftrain  the  growing  power  of  the 
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Commons  had  appointed  a  committee  of  forty-three  Ann.  ,64.. 
and  the  Lords  a  committee  of  feven,  to  take  care  of 
affairs  of  importance  during  their  adjournment  *,  which 
was  to  continue  from  the  ninth  of  September  to  the 
twentieth  of  Odober  f. 

crown,  with  the  mean  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the  Prefent  hierarchy. 
On  th;  fubjea  of  this  debate.  Sir  Simon  D'Ewes  informed  he  houfe 
that  in  the  ancient  manufcript  copy  of  the  Greek  Bible  in  the  King  s 
ibrarv  Timothy  and  Titus  are  addrtffed  by  their  plam  names,  with- 
oSJS^^^^^  from  which  he  inferred,  that  the  ftyling  Tn.o. 
thy  and  Titus  biihops  were  fpurious  additions      The  houfe  proceeded  . 

fo  far  as  to  pafs  an  order,  that  all  biihops,  deans  and  chapters,  and 
prebends,  (hould  be  refpedively  prohibited  to  cut  down  any  timber 
irees  growing  upon  any  lands  belonging  to  any  bilhop  dean  and  chap- 
ter, or  prebend,  until  farther  order  fhould  be  taken  therein.  Journals 
of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  214. 

♦  The  powers  which  the  Lords  gave  their  committee  were    to  open 
the  letters  which  ftiould  come  from  the  committee  m  Scotland  •,  to  re- 
turn  anfwers  -,  with  power  to  recall  that  committee ,  to  fend  down  mo- 
ney to  the  army,  and  to  affift  in  their  di(banding,  and  m  removing 
the  magazines  from  Berwick  and  CarliQe.     The  Commons  gave  their 
committee  more  enlarged  powers,  viz.  To  publilh  the  declarations  of 
the  houfe  concerning  innovations ,  to  go  on  in  preparation  of  proceed- 
incrs  againft  delinquents  -,  to  receive  any  offers  of  difcovery  they  (hould 
n^akef  to  fend  to  all  (heriffs  and  juftices  of  the  peace  upon  information 
of  any  riots  or  tumults,  to  ftir  them  up  in  their  duty  in  reprefling 
them .,  to  take  the  account  of  any  accountants  to  the  Kmg,  m  order  to 
the'reparation  of  the  royal  revenue-,  to  confider  the  fifhmg  upon  the 
coafts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  •,  to  confider  of  framing  and 
onftituting  r  Weft-India  company.     This  commUtee  had  other  th.ngs 
in  charge  concerning  the  exchange  beyond  fea,and  concerning  IriQi  pe- 
titions.     Pari.  Hrjl.  vol.  X.  p.  i,  ^  M- 

+  The  plague,  which  had  more  or  lefs  vifited  this  country  ever  fince 
the  Kin-'s  acceffion  to  the  throne,  raged  at  this  time  exceedingly.  The 
following  were  fome  of  the  orders  that  paffed  both  houfes  on  theocca- 
fion  of  this  calamity  -,  viz.  That  the  bill,  «  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us 
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Nothing  very  material  happened  during  this  re- 
cels,  except  the  confpiracy  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Pym, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  having  made  a  report  to 
the  houfe  touching  this  bulinefs,  a  conference  enfued, 
and  both  houfes  recommended  to  the  earl  of  EfTex  <o 
guard  the  parliament.  They  then  proceeded  to  thofe 
meafures  which  have  been  before  related,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare  heads  for  a  petition 
to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  that  might  happen  to  the 
commonwealth  by  the  choice  and  employment  of  evil 
counfellors,  ambafladors,  and  other  miniflers  of  flatc  *. 
Ameflligc  to  the  following  purport  was  fent  from  both 
houfes  to  the  marquis  of  Hertford  f :  That  he  fliould 
take  the  prince  into  his  efpecial  charge,  and  fee  that 
he  made  his  abode  and  refidence  at  his  own  houfe  at 
Richmond ;  and  that  he  fhould  place  fuch  perfons 
about  him  as  fhould  be  anfwerable  to  parliament  J. 

with  a  large  red  crofs,  be  fet  upon  the  door  of  every  houfe  infedled 
"with  the  plague  V  that  all  the  fluff  in  the  houfe  where  any  had  been 
vifited  with  the  plague,  be  well  aired  before  they  be  difcharged  or  the 
houfe  open  ;  the  houfe  vifited  with  the  plague  to  be  (hut  up,  whether 
any  perfon  therein  do  die  or  nor,  &c.     NalfoUy  vol.  II.  p.  478. 

♦  All  committees  on  private  bufmefs  were  for  fome  time  flopped, 
both  on  account  of  the  contagion,  and  on  the  exigencies  of  public 
affairs. 

•f  Lately  appointed  governor  to  the  prince,  in  the  place  of  the  earl 
of  Newcaftle. 

:|:  The  reafons  that  the  parliament  fcnt  to  the  queen  for  their  direc- 
tions to  the  earl  of  Hertford  were  as  follows :  That  the  prince  lofl  much 
opportunity  in  improving  himfclf  in  his  fludies  by  being  at  Oatlands ; 
that  though  the  parliament  did  not  think  her  majcfly  would  intimate 
any  thing  to  him  concerning  her  religion,  yet  there  were  many  about 
her  who  might  prepare  him  with  imprefTions  that  might  remain  for 

many 


CHARLES 


I. 


SB 


The  leaders  of  the  popular  party  were  now  deter- Ann.  1641. 
mined  to  pufh  the  exclufion  of  bifhops  from  parlia- 
mentary jurifdidlion  :  a  bill  for  difabling  all  perfons 
in  holy  orders  to  exercife  any  temporal  jurifdiclion  ^.^Y.  x.  p.  8- 
and  authority,  pafTed  the  lower  houfe  with  very  little 
oppofition.  Mr.  Pym  and  Mr.  St.  John,  who  w^ere  ap- 
pointed to  manage  a  conference  with  the  Lords  on  this 
fubjec^,  feconded  the  demands  of  the  Commons  with 
very  flrong  arguments  *,  and  petitions  continued  to 
pour  in  from  all  counties  againft  the  hierarchy  f. 
Whilft  the  extinction  of  the  order  of  bilhops  was  un- 
der confideration,  the  King  filled  up  five  vacant  fees  J : 
this  was  regarded  as   an  infult   both   on  the    lower 

many  years  -,  that  it  was  not  the  intentions  of  parliament  that  the  prince 
fliould  entirely  abfent  himfelf  from  her  majefly,  but  that  his  place  of 
refidence  might  be  at  Richmond,  for  otherwife  his  governor  could  not 
take  that  charge  over  him  as  was  required  by  the  parliament,  nor  be 
anfwerable  for  fuch  fervants  as  were  about  him.  Nalforiy  vol  II.  p.  596,. 
^  feq. 

*  One  of  the  demands  of  the  Commons,  on  fending  up  the  bill  of 
exclufioh,  was,  that  the  bifhops,  being  all  of  them  parties,  fhould  aot 
have  a  vote  in  this  queftion. 

f  The  Commons,  in  the  midfl  of  the  hurry  of  thefe  important 
affairs,  did  not  negled  leffer  grievances.  On  a  complaint  of  the  grow- 
ing evil  of  debtors  obtaining  protedion  from  members  of  parliament, 
Mr.  Benfon,  a  Yorkfhire  member,  a  notorious  protedion-feller,  was 
fent  for  as  a  delinquent,  and  voted  unworthy  to  fit  in  parliament.. 
Some  time  after  this,  a  bill  for  waving  the  privileges  of  parliament 
during  the  prcfent  feffion,  paffed  the  Commons,  and  was  earneflly  re- 
commended by  them  to  the  Lords.  Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  595,  ^  /^^. 
Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  X-.  p.  50.     . 

J  Worcefler,  Lincoln,  Exeter,  Briftol,  and  Chichefler.  ParLHifl. 
vol.  X.  p.  146. 
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houfe  and  on  the  public  *,  who  had  warmly  and  ge- 
nerally feconded  every  meafure  their  reprefentativcs 
had  taken  to  abolifli  epifcopal  government.  The  pre- 
carious Hate  of  the  church  had  engaged  the  attention 
of  all  men  •,  but  they  were  now  diverted  from  this 
objea  by  an  unexpcdcd  alarm  of  the  moil  interefling 
nature. 

To  fecure  the  dominion  of  Ireland  to  the  Britifla 
crown,  thofc  lands  which  had  been  forfeited  by  rebel- 
lion, and  others  fraudulently  and  forcibly  obtained 
from  the  inhabitants,  were  conferred  on  Britifh  plan- 
ters, who,  allured  by  gain,  had  gone  over  in  large 
colonies  to  fettle  in  that  barbarous  country.  The  old 
Irifli  held  their  property  by  a  whimfical  tenure,  called 
Taniftry.  Individuals  had  no  hereditary  right :  a  whole 
fept,  or  clan,  had  a  title  to  a  whole  territory ;  thefe 
ufed  to  chufc  the  chieftain  f,  who  took  upon  him 
the  title  of  King,  or  Lord :  he,  thus  elected,  had  the 
feigniory  of  all  the  lands  within  his  territory,  with  a 
power  to  make  an  arbitrary  diilribution  to  his  vafTals  J, 

*  The  Commons  went  fo  far  as  to  determine,  that  a  committee  (hoiild 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  reafons  to  give  the  Lords  to  concur  with  them 
in  petitioning  the  King  to  make  no  new  bifhops,  till  the  controverfy 
fliould  be  ended  concerning  the  government  of  the  church.  Clar.  Hift, 
vol.  I.  p.  240. 

f  Thefe  dedions  were  generally  obtained  by  force  and  violence. 

t  He  might  make  new  diftributions  as  often  as  he  pleafed ;  nor  were 
thefe  tenants  in  villainage  more  fecure  in  the  poireflion  of  their  goods 
and  chattels,  or  even  of  tlieir  wives,  than  of  their  lands ;  thefe  being 
all  liable  to  be  taken  away  at  the  pleafure  of  the  lord.     Carte's  Life  of 
Ormondy  vol.1,  p.  13.  , 
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who  were  all  tenants  in  villainage,  and  were  neither  Ann.  1641. 
qualified  to  be  fworn  on  juries,  or  to  perform  any 
public  fervice.  The  chieftain  himfelf  held  the  feignory 
but  for  life  t>  and  each  new  lord  had  the  power  to 
make  a  new  diilribution  according  to  his  pleafure. 
Thus,  neither  the  dcfcendants  of  the  chieftains  or  vaf- 
fals  had  a  right  to  particular  lands  ;  but,  as  the  lord 
was  always  chofen  out  of  the  principal  branches  of 
the  fept,  the  immediate  defcendants  of  the  old  chief- 
tains fancied  they  had  a  right  to  thefe  feignories,  and 
fondly  imagined,  if  they  could  throw  off  their  de- 
pendance  on  the  ilate  of  England,  matters  would  be 
aljufted  to  their  fatisfac^ion.  As,  from  tlie  uncer- 
tainty of  the  eftates  of  the  old  Irilh,  they  neglected  to 
build,  or  improve  their  lands,  and  were  in  a  manner 
difunited  from  the  government,  by  an  immediate  and 
abfolute  dependance  on  their  chiefs,  who  governed  Carte,  vol.  i. 
them  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  inflicfling  on  them  what  ^' 
punifliments  they  pleafed,  in  the  reign  of  James  and 
Charles  it  was  the  particular  care  of  the  lieutenants 
and  governors  of  that  country  to  obtain  furrenders, 
and  re-grant  them  on  Englifh  tenures  f.     Sir  Arthur 

*  The  eftates  that  were  held  by  the  chieftains  were  annexed  to  the 
feignory,  and  did  not  defcend  by  inheritance.  Carte's  Life  of  Ormond, 
vol.  I.  p.  1 3. 

f  The  civilizing  or  governing  of  Ireland  was  fo  little  attended  to  by 
the  predeceflbrs  of  the  Stewart  family,  that  all  kind  of  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  natives  and  the  Englifti  was  by  law  forbidden,  left  the  Eng- 
Hfti  ftiould  degenerate  into  Irifli  manners.  On  fubdued  rebellions  the 
Irifti  were  re- granted  their  lands  on  their  own  barbarous  tenures ;  and 
that  country  having  been  chiefly  conquered  by  private  adventurers  of 
the  Englifti  nation,  thefe  were  permitted  to  eftablifti  feparate  jurildic- 
tions  and  principalities. 

VoL.IIL  I.  Chichefler, 
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Chicheftcr,  lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  king  James's  time, 
coming  into  his  government  with  the  advantage  of  a 
fubdued  rebellion,  went  great  lengths  towards  the  en- 
tire deftrin5lion  of  the  Irilh  lordfhips.     The  cuftoms 
of  Taniftiy  and  the  Brehon  law  >*  were  in    all    their 
branches  aboliilied  ;  he  ofl^rcd  the  protCiflion  of  the 
Englifh  laws  to  all  the  natives  ;   fent  judges  into  every 
county  of  Ireland  ;  appointed  fherifFs  ;  prohibited  the 
chieftains  from  tyrannizing  over  their  tenants  ;   and 
directed  thefe,  if  they  met  with  oppreflion,  to  com- 
plain  to  the  minifters   of  juftice.      Steps  were   daily 
taken  by  the  government  to  fecure  the   property,   as 
well  as  protedl  the  perfons,  of  thefe  barbarians  ;  yet 
fuch  was  their  ignorance,  that  they  difdained  thefe  un- 
experienced bleffings,   and   envied    the    poflcflions  of 
the  Britilh,  whom  they  looked  on  as  robbers  and  in- 
vaders ;  notwithllanding  that  the  inflruclions  they  had 
received  in  tillage,  buildings,  manufactures,  and  other 
civilized  arts,  was  a  large  return  for  their  unculti- 
vated lands.      It  was  not  only  thofe  who  afpired   to 
feignories  that  kept  up  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  among 
the  wild  Iriih,  but  thepriefts,  who,  though,  during  the 
reigns  of  James  and  Charles,  they  had  been  indulged 
with  a  connivance  amounting  to  a  toleration  f,  yet,  as 

*  By  the  Brehon  law,  no  crime,  however  enormous,  was  puniflied 
by  death.  Murder  itfelf  was  atoned  for  by  a  pecuniary  muld,  and 
each  man,  according  to  his  rank,  had  a  different  rate  affixed  to  him. 
IIunu'sHift.  of  James  I.  p.  43. 

f  Papifts  were  not  only  in  a  manner  tolerated,  but  many  of  them 
were  admitted  to  lucrative  employments  in  tne  (late  and  army,  were 
indulged  with  the  more  fubftantial  advantages  of  purchafing  and  in- 
heriting lands,  of  fitting  as  jurors  on  the  determination  of  life  and  pro- 
perty,   of  voting  for  reprelentativcs  in  parliament,  and  even  having 

feats 
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they  were  deprived  of  their  eccleiiaftical  revenues,  Ann.  1641. 
they  took  cfTevflual  means  to  communicate  their  dif- 
pleafure,  and  prevent  any  cordial  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  old  and  new  inhabitants.  The  fucceflive 
adminiflrations  of  Chichefter,  Grandifon,  and  Falk- 
land, though  attended  with  fome  circumftances  arbi- 
trary and  unjuil,  had  been  upon  the  whole  very  ad- 
vantageous to  the  native  Irifh,  and  the  favourable  in- 
clination of  the  Stewart  family  to  the  principles  of 
the  Roman-Catholic  faith  had  occafioned  them  un- 
common indulgences  in  the  article  of  religion ;  yet 
ftich  was  the  power,  and  fuch  the  intriguing  fpirit, 
of  the  priefls,  that  in  the  fhort  fpace  bctv/cen  the 
years  1603  and  i  6 1  5,  three  different  confpiracics  were  \°^l^^\  f^q. 
raifed  againft  the  Englifli  government  '*'. 

* 

feats  in  both  houfes  themfelves.     They  pradifed  at  the  bar,  they  were 
promoted  in  the  law,  they  obtained  peerages,  and  almoft  every  indul- 
gence in  common  with  the  Proteftant  fubjed.     Clarendon  gives  the 
following  tefliimony  of  the  indulgence  with  which  they  were  treated. 
"  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  whole  nation  enjoyed  an  undifturbed 
exercife  of  their  religion.     Even  in  Dublin,  where  the  feat  of  the  king's 
chiet   governor  was,    they  went    as    publicly  and    uninterruptedly  to 
their  devotions  as  he  went  to  his.     The  bilhops,  priefls,  and  all  degrees 
and  orders  of  fecftilar  and  regular  clergy,  were  known  to  cxercife  their 
functions  among  them  j  and  though  there  were  fome  laws  againft  them 
ftill  in  force,  yet  they  were  fo  rebated  by  the  clemency  of  the  King, 
that  no  man  could  fay  he  had  fufiered  prejudice  or  diiturbance  in  or 
for  his  religion."     To  fuch  a  degree  did  royal  indulgence  extend  to  the 
Irifh  Papilts,  that  the  fifth  of  November  was  forbidden  to  be  cele- 
brated in  that  country,  left  it  fl^ould  give  them  offence.     Ecr'ace's  H:j}, 
cf  tie  Irijh  IJurrcuion^  p.   17.      T^emtles  llijt.   cf   the  Irijh  Rebeliois 
p.  24.     FiSIio?j  UnmafKid^  a  tract  publillied  in  1752,  p.  45.     Clarendon'' s 
Vindicatioi:  of  the  Duke  cf  Ormonde  Svo  ed.  i  ']c^6y  p.  8,  6f  feq^. 

*  In  the  year  1626,  on  the  accefTicn  of  Charles  to  the  throne,  po{^e 
Urban  VJII.  lent  a  bull  diredcd  to  the  Catholic  fubjcds  of  Great  Bri- 
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When  the  carl  of  Strafford  was  entrufled  with  the 
adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  he,  for  the 
better  accomplifhment  of  his   purpofe  to  eflablifh  a 
tyranny,  endeavoured  to  make  a  balance  in  parliament 
between  the  Protellants  and  Papifls,  that  both  parties, 
intent  on  thwarting   each   other,    and  thus  diverted 
from  the  objects  of  their  mutual  interell,  might  be- 
come an  eafy  prey.    By  his  means  the  Recufants  were 
not  only  poffeffed  of  an  equal  ihare  of  the  Icgiilative 
power,  but  were   treated  with  much  more  mildncfs 
and  diilinc^ion  than   the  diffenters.      Notwithflanding 
thefe  advantages,  fo  obvious  grew  his  diabolical  pur- 
pofe, fo  tyrannical  were  the  means  he  was  neceffitated 
to  ufe,  fuch  was  the  provoking  infolcnce  of  the  man, 
that  thefe  very  Papifls  on  whom  he  feemed  to  have 
conferred   obligations,    thefe   very   Papifts  whom  he 
judged  the  propereil  to  be  trufled  with  arms  to  fcourge- 
the  Scots  for  their  generous  endeavours  to  maintain 
their  Liberty,  thefe  very  Papifls  for  whofe  cafe   and 
emolument  he  had  fo  heavily  taxed  the  Proteflants  *, 
joined  in  the  profecution  againfl  him,  and  became  the 
chief  inflruments  of  his  death.      The  difhculties  with 
which  the   King,  by  his  ill  condu(5l,  was   entangled, 
proved  as  advantageous  to  Irifh  as  to  Britifli  Liberty. 

tain,  exhorting  them  rather  to  lofe  their  lives  than  to  take  that  noxious 
and  unlawful  oath  of  allegiance,  by  which  the  facred  fceptre  of  the^ 
iiniverfal  church  might  be  plucked  out  of  the  hands  of  the  vicars  of 
God.     FiSJion  Unmajkedy  p.  46. 

♦  A  round  tax  ufcd  to  be  gathered  from  the  Papifts,  as  a  penalty 
for  their  not  attending  the  public  fervice  of  the  eftablifhed  church. 
This  Strafford  more  than  made  up  to  the  King,  by  fcrewing  up  the  fub- 
fidics  to  an  exorbitant  fum. 

The 
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The  Englifh  houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  good  corre-  Ann.  16^1. 
fpondence  they  maintained  with  the  Irifli  committee, 
who  were  all  of  them  Papifls,  fliewed,  that  tliey 
looked  on  that  privilege  to  be  the  common  right  of 
men  of  all  pcrfuafions,  and  that  they  took  a  brotherly 
concern  in  the  interell  of  that  conquered  country.  By 
means  of  this  encouragement  and  protection,  the  Irifli  ^^g^*^  ^'J^ 
obtained  advantages  beyond  their  mofl  fanguine  hopes  :  voi.i.p.i^a 
the  lifl  of  grievances  their  committee  had  brought 
over  were  confidered  by  the  King  and  his  privy-coun- 
cil, now  compofcd  of  thofe  popular  noblemen,  Man- 
chefler,  Effex,  Warwick,  Say,  and  other  members  of 
rcfped:able  charad:ers  :  by  their  influence,  the  Irifli 
obtained  a  favourable  anfwer  to  almofl  all  their  de- 
mands *.      Thefe  were  but  the   firfl-fruits  of  what 
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*  Subfidies  were  to  be  aflefled  with  moderation  and  equality ;  a  free 
regrefs  out  of  Ireland  was  granted  ;  the  rates  of  cuftoms  on  goods 
were  to  be  fettled  at  five  per  cent. ;  the  duty  on  French  wines  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  parliament  >  the  extra-judicial  proceedings  of  the  council- 
board  and  Caftle-chamber  were  to  be  prohibited  for  the  prelent,  and  a 
future  regulation  made,  according  to  what  was  done  in  England ;  all 
monopolies  were  to  be  cancelled  ;  the  High-commiffion  court  fuf- 
pended ;  gunpowder  was  to  be  fold  by  the  hibjeft  in  Ireland,  at  the 
fame  rate  it  was  fold  in  England  ;  the  rcftraint  on  hawking  and  hunt- 
ing was  to  be  forborne  •,  the  votes  of  the  privy-counfirllors  to  be  free ; 
the  regulation  of  fees  in  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  courts,  and  thofe  of 
the  cuftomhoufe  officers,  were  to  be  determined  by  parliament  •,  wool 
was  to  be  tranfported  into  England  without  licence ;  wearing  apparel 
and  hories,  for  the  ufe  of  private  perfons,  were  to  be  brought  in  and 
out  cuftom-freej  the  tenures  of  fairs  and  markets  were  to  be  determined 
upon  a  fpecial  verdia  by  the  judges  of  the  King's  Bench;  the  aflcfling 
and  billeting  of  foldiers  to  be  reftrained  according  to  law ;  quo  wcir- 
ranto's  not  to  be  fued  but  upon  juft  caufes,  otherwife  reparation  to  be 
made  by  the  King's  officers  to  the  party  aggrieved ;  the  power  of 
provofts-marlhal  to  be  limited,  and  exercifed  only  upon  proclaimed 
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Mv.  1641.  might  be  expcded  from  the  favourable  difpofition  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  Jicarty  concurrence  of  the  Eng- 
liili  reformers  in  not  only  redreffmg  all  grievances, 
but  in  laying  a  firm  eflablilhmcnt  for  an  exalted  fyllcm 
of  Liberty. 

Boriace,p.6.  When  Strafford  was  fummoned  to  fight  againfl  the 
Scots,  he  left  the  government  of  Ireland,  with  the 
title  of  deputy,  to  his  creature  Wandesford,  the  mailer 
of  the  rolls.  Wandesford,  obfcrving  that  the  current 
ran  ilrong  againfl  his  patron,  prorogued  the  parlia- 
ment :  he  attempted  to  Hop  their  committee  from  re- 
pairing to  England  ;  but,  on  the  interpofition  of  the 
Englilh  houfe  of  Commons,  was  commanded  to 
give  way.      On  the  profccution  of  Strafford,  Wandes- 

rebels,  or  to  bring  in  offenders  to  be  anfwerable  to  the  law  ;  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  Wards  and  Caitle-chamber  to  be  regulated  ac- 
cording to  the  courfe  of  the  Star-chamber  and  court  of  Wards  in  Eng- 
land.    An  a<^  of  parliament  was  to  pais,  to  limit  the  title  of  the  clergy 
to  forty  years  J  all  parties,  who  had  been  conftrained  by  Strafford  to 
give  up  impropriated  tythes  and  lands  to  the  church,  were  to  com- 
mence fuits  for  the  recovery-  of  their  rights,  without  any  interpofition 
of  authority.     By  the  advice  of  the  privy-council,  all  the  graces,  the 
eftablilhment  of  which  had  been  heretofore  promiled,  but  Ihamefully 
eluded  by  Strafford,  were  to  be  confirmed  by  parliament:  in  thefe  were 
concluded  the  limiting  the  title  of  the  crown  to  fixty  years,  and  for 
fecuring  the  eftates  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connaught,  and  the  counties 
of  Llare,  Limerick,  and  Tipp.-rary -,  confequenrly  the  intended  planta- 
tion was  to  be  difcharged,  and  by  bill  to  be  declared  void.     Votes  of 
peers  in  parliament  were  reftrained  to  thole  poffeffcd  of  a  certain  por- 
tion of  lands  in  Ireland  j  a  baron  two  hundred  a  year,  a  vifcount  four 
hundred,  and  an  carl  fix  hundred  -,  this  body  of  men  were  likewife  to 
be  indulged  with  an  adt,  enforcing  fome  trifiing  yet  pleaHng  regula- 
tions for  ranking  in  parliament.     Ccrie's  life  of  Oruiond^  vol.  I.  p.  140, 


CHARLES 


L 


^3 


^/«- 


ford 


ford  died  of  fear  and  vexation.  Sir  William  Parfons,  Aim.  1641. 
mailer  of  the  Wards,  and  Sir  John  Borlaffe,  mailer  of 
the  ordnance,  men  at  this  time  very  agreeable  to  the 
Irifh  committee,  were  inveiled  with  the  government  *, 
under  the  title  of  Lords  Juilices :  they  were  united  to 
the  prevailing  party  in  the  Englifli  parliament,  and 
llrongly  abetted  the  popular  intereil  in  Ireland.  They 
admitted  the  abatement  of  the  fubfidy  from  forty 
thoufand  pounds  to  twelve  thouiiind ;  prohibited  the 
handling  of  civil  caufes  at  the  council-board ;  expe- 
dited the  drawing  of  the  bills  obtained  by  the  Irifh 
committee ;  and  gave  all  poffiblc  encouragement  to 
the  parliament  in  the  work  of  legal  reformation. 
The  houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  feem  to  have  im- 
bibed from  the  Englifh  a  fpirit  utterly  unknown  to 
their  rude  and  fervile  anceilors  f  :  they  put  twenty- 
four  queries  to  the  judges  concerning  the  ilate  of  law 
in  Ireland ;  the  judges  not  caring  to  condemn  them- 
felves,  and  render  their  pail  ccMiducl  fubjedl  to  an  im- 
peachment, gave  very  unfatisfadlory  anfwers :  this 
produced  twenty-one  fpirited  declarations  :[:. 

*  The  King  would  have  appointed  Ormond,  another  creature  of  Straf- 
ford's, and  efpecially  recommended  by  him,  to  the  office  of  deputy  •,  but 
thelrilh  committee  would  not  give  way  to  it,  nor  to  the  appointment  of 
the  lord  Dillon,  who  had  engrafted  himfelf  by  marriage  into  the  Went- 
worth  family  wirh  the  earl  of  Strafford's  filler,  and  had  been  adive  in 
fome  of  the  late  ilkgal  proceedings.  Carte's  Life  of  Ormond^  p.  116. 
BorLicey  p.  6. 

f  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  Irilh  houfe  of  Commons 
impeached  feveral  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate :  this  was  the  firft  pre- 
cedent of  the  kind  in  Ireland.     Vide  Carle,  vol.  I. 

J  The  following  are  the  declarations  of  the  Iriffi  parliament  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  law,  and  the  conftitution  of  Ireland. 

I.  The 
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The  uiiiverfity  at  Dublin  did  not  cfcapc  thcfc  dili- 
gent inquifitions  into  grievances.      Strailbrd,  wlio  had 

I.  The  fubjecls  of  Ireland  arc  a  free  people,  and  to  be  governed  ac- 
cordincT  to  the  common  law  of  England,  and  llatutes  cftablilhed  in 
their  own  parliaments. 

II.  The  judges  in  Ireland  ought  to  take  the  oath  eftablifhed  in  fe- 
vcral  parliaments,  and  ought  not,  under  any  pretext  of  diredion  from 
the  King,  to  hinder  or  delay  the  fuit  of  the  fubjed,  or  judgment  there- 
upon;  and  if  any  judge  be  found  in  default  therein,  he  ought  to  un- 
dergo dvje  punilhment,  according  to  former  proviiions  in  parliament, 
or  as  fhall  be  declared  in  parliament. 

III.  The  council  table  is  no  judicatory,  wherein  any  adion  or  fuit 
can  be  determined, 

IV.  Proceedings  before  the  chief  governor  alone,  in  an  adlion  or  fuit, 
arc  coram  nonjuMce,  and  void. 

V.  All  <yrants  of  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  realm, 
and  therefore  void. 

VI.  The  officers  of  (late  ought  not  to  imprifon  the  fubjeft  but  in 
cafes  where  the  common  law  of  the  realm  and  ftatutes  do  enable ;  and 
ought  not  to  fine  or  cenfure  any  fubjeft  in  mutilation  of  members, 
ftanding  in  the  pillory,  or  other  Ihameful  punilhment,  in  any  cafe,  at 
the  council-table  •,  every  pcrfon  retrained  of  their  liberty,  upon  demand 
fhall  obtain  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  upon  the  true  caufe  of  their 
detainer  being  certified,  the  courts  of  juftice  fhall  do  what  to  jufti.e 
fhall  appertain,  cither  by  delivering,  bailing,  or  remanding  the  prifoner 
or  prifoners. 

VII.  An  aft  of  ftate  or  proclamation  cannot  bind  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjed,  nor  alter  the  common  law,  and  the  judges  of  the  law,  who 
do  vote  for  fuch  ads  of  ftate,  are  punilhable  as  violators  of  their  oaths 
as  judges. 

VIII.  No  fubjed  ought  to  be  fentenced  to  death  or  executed  by  mar- 
tial law  J  the  authors  and  aftors  of  any  fuch  fentence  or  execution  are 
punifhable  by  the  law  of  the  land  for  their  fo  doing. 

IX.  No  man  ought  to  be  punilhed  for  taking  a  voluntary  oath  be- 
fore arbitrators,  for  the  affirmance  or  dis-affirmancc  of  any  thing  in 
civil  caufcs. 

X.  No 
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left  the  flain  of  imperious  will  in  every  department  Ann.  1641. 
of  government,  innovated  the  fettled  regulations  of 


X.  No  man  is  bound,  or  ought  to  be  compelled,  to  acknowledge  an 
offence  laid  to  his  charge,  or  the  juftnefs  of  any  cenfure  pafTed  againft 
him  i  nor  no  fuch  forced  confeffion  or  acknowledgment  ought  to  hinder 
him  from  his  bill  of  revifal,  or  view  of  fentence  or  decree. 

XI.  Judges  ought  not  to  deny  copies  of  indi6tments  to  the  parties 
indid:ed. 

XII.  The  raifing  the  refpite  of  homage  fince  the  year  1637  was  arbi- 
trary and  againft  law  ;  and  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  ought  not  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  refpite  of  homage  and  the  true  values  of 
knight's  fees. 

XIII.  The  fubjefts  of  this  kingdom  may  lawfully  repair  into  Eng- 
land, either  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  or  other  their  occafions  ;  eminent 
officers  of  ftate,  or  commanders  of  the  army,  only  excepted. 

XIV.  Deaneries  are  not  de  mero  jure  donative,  but  fome  are  donative, 
fome  eledive,  and  fome  collative;  the  confirmation  of  the  bifhop's  grant 
by  a  dean  de  fa^o  having  Jlallum  in  choroy  ^  vocem  in  capiiulo,  together 
with  the  chapter,  is  good  at  law. 

XV.  The  ifTuing  quo  warrantors  againft  boroughs,  to  fhew  caufe  why 
they  fent  burgefTes  to  parliament,  and  all  the  proceedings  thereupon,  is 
illegal  and  void ;  the  right  of  fending  burgefTes  to  parliament  being 
queftionable  in  parliament  only ;  and  the  occafioners,  procurers,  and 
judges,  in  fuch  quo  warrantors  and  proceedings,  arc  punifhable  in 
parliament. 

XVI.  Jurors  are  the  fole  judges  of  the  matter  of  fad,  and  ought 
not,  for  giving  their  verdid,  to  be  bound  over  to  the  Caftle-chambe.. 

XVII.  No  man  ought  to  be  cenfured  in  the  Caftle-chamber  in  the 
mutilation  of  members,  or  other  brand  of  infamy,  or  in  other  cafes  than 
are  exprefly  limited  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  realm  in  fuch  cafe  provided. 

XVIII.  In  the  cenfures  of  the  Star-chamber  efpecial  regard  ought  to 
be  had  to  the  words  of  the  Great  Charter,  viz.  "  Salvo  contenemento"  &c, 

XIX.  A  felon  who  flies  the  courfe  of  juftice  is  no  traitor,  nor  a  pro- 
clamation cannot  make  him  one. 

XX.  The  teftimony  of  convi£bed  or  protefled  rebels  and  felons  is  no 
fufficient  evidence  in  law  on  a  trial  for  life  j  and  the  credit  of  the  tef- 
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Ann.  1641.  ^^  iiniverfity  of  Dublin :  Laud,  for  this  purpofe,  was 
chofen  chancellor:  he  drew  up  a  body  of  flatutes  on 
the  fame  arbitrary  plan  as  he  had  done  thofe  of  Ox- 
ford. The  Irifli  houfe  of  Commons  appointed  a  feledt 
committee  to  examine  the  charters  of  the  college,  and 
llatutes  in  force :  they  excepted  againft  many  of  them, 
pafTed  a  vote  in  condemnation  of  the  government  of 
the  univerfity,  authorifed  a  committee  to  propofe  out 
of  the  old  llatutes  a  new  draught,  and  forbid  the  pro- 
voft  and  fellows  to  make  any  elections,  or  to  grant  any 
leafes  until  they  had  authority  from  parliament. 

Thu>  was  the  flatc  of  Liberty  in  Ireland  attended 
with  thofe  additional  blefllngs,  plenty,  peace,  and  fe- 
curity.  Trade  and  manufadlories  flour ifhed  ;  taxes 
and  contributions  were  now  in  a  manner  unknown  to 
the  happy  fubjecfls.  Nature,  admitting  the  improve- 
ments of  art,  adorned  the  fertile  foil  with  a  new  face 
of  beauty ;  whilfl  the  enjoyment  of  thefe  benefits 
w^as  heightened  by  the  confclous  pleafure  that  law 
had  rendered  them  permanent.  The  old  and  new  in- 
habitants, Proteflants  and  Papifls,  were  equal  partakers 
of  thefe   advantages  *,    and   linked   together  in   the 

timony  of  pcrfons  accufed  or  impeached,  and  not  convi(^ed,  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  jury. 

XXI.  The  King  grants  lands  to  be  held  in  free  and  common  foe- 
cage,  as  of  a  caftle  or  manor,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  leal; 
and  by  the  fame  letters  patent,  or  by  other  letters  patent,  grants  a  fair 
and  market,  referving  a  yearly  rent,  without  exprefllng  any  tenure  \  as 
to  the  faid  fair  or  market,  it  is  not  held  by  knight's  fcrvice  in  ccpite,  or 
otherwife  in  cafite.     Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  584,  ^  feq^. 

*  Such  was  the  advantaore  that  the  native  Irifti  found  from  Ensl  fli 
commerce  and  cohabitation,  that  many  of  the  Irilh  chieftains  turned 

their 


flrong  tie  of  interefl.  Nor  was  this  the  only  balfam  Ann.  1641. 
to  heal  ancient  animofities  ;  the  yet  more  powerful 
influence  of  focial  converfe,  alliance,  inter-marriage, 
and  confanguinity,  had  operated  for  the  courfe  of 
many  years.  Such  was  the  feeming  harmony  which 
reiened  in  this  country  between  Papift  and  Proteflant,  Cane's  Life 
that  it  2ave  no  umbrage  to  the  latter  that  the  former  voi.i.p.153. 

...  f,  r\'r  1         -U  Guthry'tHift. 

now  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  practiling  at  the  bar  as  ,01. 111. 
lawyers;  ading  in  the  capacity  of  fheriffs,  and  other  v-^ozgMc^^ 
magiflracies,  without  taking  the  oath  of  fupremacy ; 
and  that  priefls  were  as  open  in  the  exercife  of  their 
religion  as  the  Proteflant  clergy :  nor  did  the  Englifh 
parliament  fliew  at  this  jundure  any  diflafle  at  thefe 
immunities. 

This  was  but  a  fhort-lived  calm,  a  fatal  flate  of  i^ifji;;^--: 
fond  fecurity,  by  which  the  working  heads  of  ambi-  facre. 
tious   priefls  were  able  to  introduce  more  diabolical 
mifchiefs    than   perverted   religion,    in  the  mofl  de- 
praved flate  of  man,  had  ever  yet  effecled.    It  is  faid,  ^„^^^,^  Life 
that  one  Roger  More,    of  an    indigent   fortune,   yet  ^^^j^-^^j^ 
fwollcn  with  fanciful  ideas  of  greatnefs  derived  from  &  fe^. 
family   defcent,  and  Owen  O'Neal,    a  colonel  in  the 
Spanifli  fervice,  were  the  men  who  firfl  formed  a  pro- 
jea  to  expel  the  Englifh,  and  afTert  the  independence 
of  Ireland  -.      The  plan  was  propofed  to  lord  Mac- 

their  Irifti  tenants  out  of  their  lands,  and  took  in  Englifti ;  who  not 
only  improved  their  farms,  but  were  able  to  give  better  rents ;  on  the      ^ 
other  hand,  the  Engliih,  becaufe  they  could  be  ferved  at  a  cheaper  rate, 
employed  the  Irifti.     Temple's  Hipry  of  the  Irijb  Rebellion,  ed.  1746, 
p.  24,  Csf  /^y. 

*  In  the  year  1639,  Strafford  had  the  intimation  of  a  plot  that  was 
intended  againft:  the  Proteftants  in  Ireland;  but  not  finding  it  ripe  for 
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Ann.  164T.  guire  and  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal,  two  other  diflblute  ad- 
Elldence!'  veiiturers,  then  to  all  the  Irifli  chieftains,  who  rea- 
^°''!"L  r  ^i^y  embraced  the  propofal,  on  receiving  intelligence, 
from  one  Toole  O'Conley,  a  priefl,  that  Owen  O'Neal 
would  be  with  them  with  his  regiment  of  Irifh  Papifts 
Carte's  Li.^  fifteen  days  after  the  rifmg.  They  were  likewife  af- 
vourp°i59,  flared  by  More,  that  the  Irilli  of  the  pale  *,  or  the  old 
&ie^.  Englifh,  being  all  of  them  Papifts,  would  join  their 

brethren ;  that  the  Irifh  officers  in  the  Spanifh  fervice 
had  promifed  affiftance  ;  the  pope  would  fupply  mo- 
ney ;  cardinal  Richlieu  had  given  afTurance  of  a 
powerful  aid  f  >  and  the  Spanifh  ambailador  had  de- 
clared, that  they  fhould  not  fail  of  fuccours  from 
Spain  f.     It  was  refolved,  that  the  caflle  of  Dublin 

execution,  and  not  caring  at  that  critical  time  to  raife  any  apprehenfions 
of  a  body  of  men  he  intended  to  arm,  he  gave  the  mefTenfyer  who 
brought  him  the  information  a  reward,  and  charged  him  to  conceal  the 
matter,  and  never  again  appear  in  that  capacity.  During  the  time 
that  Strafford  was  in  Ireland,  his  chief  comrade  was  Sir  Toby  Mathews 
one  of  the  moft  turbulent  of  the  Englifh  Jefuits.  The  Plot  or  Progrefs 
Qf  the  Irijb  Rebellion^  a  pamphlet  printed  in  1 644.  Cartels  Life  of  Or- 
mondy  p.  i^^. 

♦  What  is  called  the  Englifli  Pale  is  a  large  circuit  of  land  poflefTcd 
by  the  Englilh  at  the  time  of  the  firfl:  conqueft  of  Ireland,  and,  till 
the  period  now  treated  of,  inhabited  by  them.  Temple's  Hiftory  of  the 
Irifh  Rebellion,  4toed.  1724,  p.  33. 

f  Cardinal  Richlieu  had  formerly  promifed  Tyrone  to  a/Tifl  him  in  an 
enterprizc  on  Ireland,  as  foon  as  the  wars  in  Italy  were  over.  Macguire'i 
Evidtnce.     Nalfon,  vol.  I.  p.  549. 

%  The  Spanifh  ambaffador  told  colonel  Bourn,  an  Irifliman,  that  if 
the  Irifli  Papifts  would  take  advantage  of  the  times,  and  rife,  their  mcf- 
fengers  for  fupply  would  be  received  in  Spi  n  under  canopies  of  gold. 
Macguire*s  Evidence,    Nalfon^  vol.  I.  p.  548. 

fliould 


iliould  be  feized  *  by  Macguire,  Macmahon  f,  More,  Ann.  1641. 
Plunket,  Paul  O'Neal,  an  active  priefl,  and  others  ; 
whilft,  on  the  fame  day,  the  reft  of  the  adventurers 
undertook  to  feize  the  caftlcs  and  forts  of  the  fcveral 
provinces.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  October,  the  day 
preceding  that  afTigned  for  the  enterprize  J,  the  city 
of  Dublin  was  full  of  confpirators.  The  lords  juftices 
had  received  fome  dark  and  general  hints  that  fchcmes 
of  importance  were  tranfadling  among  the  Irifli ;  but 
fuch  was  that  apparent  harmony  and  union  of  intereft 
between  the  Proteftant  and  Papift,  that  the  intelligence 
was  totally  difregarded.  One  O'Conolly,  an  Irifliman 
and  a  Proteftant,  was  truftcd  with  the  fecret :  at  almoft 
the  very  period  of  its  intended. execution,  he  difcovered 
it  to  the  juftices :  the  juftices  fled  for  fafety  to  the 
caftle,  reinforced  the  guards,  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the 
town.  Macguire  and  Macmahon  were  taken.  The 
difcovery  of  a  general  infurredion  and  mafTacre  §  was 

*  The  execution  of  fuch  a  defign  would  have  been  eafy :  there  were 
no  fortifications  about  the  city  and  fuburbs ;  the  lords  juftices,  out  of 
a  due  regard  to  the  privileges  of  the  inhabitants,  had  taken  care  not  to 
quarter  any  foldiers  in  the  town,  though  it  contained  fifteen  Papifts  to 
one  Proteflant.  Thus  the  guarding  of  the  caftle  was  configned  to  the 
care  of  eight  warders,  old  and  weak  men,  and  forty  halberdiers.  Carte's 
Life  of  Ormond,  vol.1,  p.  168,  i^  feq. 

-f-  Macmahon  was  grandfon  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone. 

J  The  commencement  of  this  revolt  \7as  fixed  to  the  winter  fcafon, 
when  it  would  be  difficult  to  tranfport  troops  from  England. 

§  Whilft  Macmahon  was  examining,  he  drew  on  the  walls  thofe 
reprefentations  which  prefented  themlelves  to  his  fancy  concerning  the 
tortures  he  fuppofed  then  inflidling  on  the  Proteftants.  With  the  moft 
hardened  impudence  he  told  the  juftices,  that  all  the  Papifts  in  the 
kingdom  were  engaged  in  the  plot  j  that  what  was  to  be  done  in  oth-r 
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extorted  from  thefe  criminals,  but  too  late  to  prevent 
the  execution.     Sir  Phelim  O'Neal,  and  the  rell  of  the 
infernal  gang,  were  barbaroufly  pundlual  to   the  vil- 
lanies  they  had  promifed  to  perform.      The   perfons, 
houfes,  cattle,  and  goods  of  the  Englifli  were  feized  ; 
an  univerfal  maflacrc  cnfued  *  ;   nor  age,  nor  fex,  nor 
infancy  were  fpared  j  all  conditions  were  involved   in 
the  general  ruin.      In  vain  did  the  unhappy  vidim 
appeal  to  the  facred  ties  of  humanity,  hofpitality,  fa- 
mily conncL^ion,  and  all  the  tender  obligations  of  fo- 
cial   commerce  j    companions,    friends,   relations,  not 
only  denied  protection,  but  dealt  with  their  own  hands 
the  fatal  blow.      In  vain  did   the   pious  fon  plead  for 
his  devoted  parent ;   himfclf  was  doomed  to   fuffer  a 
more   premature   mortality.      In  vain   did   the   tender 
mother  attempt  to  foften  the  obdurate  heart  of  the 
aflaflin,   in  behalf  of  her  helplefs   children ;  ilie  was 
referved  to  behold  them  cruelly  butchered,   and  then 
to  undergo  a  like  fate.      The  weeping  wife,  lament- 
ing over  the   mangled  carcafe  of  her  hufband,  expe- 
rienced a  death  no  Icfs  horrid  than  that  which  ilie  de- 
parts of  t'.e  kingdom  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  was  impoflible  for 
the  wit  of  man  to  prevent  it :  it  was  true  they  had  him  in  their  power, 
and  midit  ufc  him  as  they  plcafed,  but  he  was  fure  he  fhould  be  re- 
venged.    Borhcis  Hijt.  of  the  Irifo  Infurre^kn^  ed.  1680,  p.  20,  ^  /€([. 

*  Carte  fays,  that  the  Irifh  were  at  firft  biify  in  plunder  j  that  the 
maflfacre  did  not  begin  till  the  fecond  week  of  the  infurredlion,  when 
the  rebels  had  fecured  to  themfelves  the  entire  counties  of  Tyrone, 
Monaghan,  Longford,  Leytrim,  Fermanagh,  Cavan,  Donnegal,  and 
Dcrry.  On  their  feizing  the  perfons  and  goods  of  the  Englilh,  they 
would  tell  them,  "  We  only  take  your  goods  now,  but  worfe  will  fol- 
low." CarUt  vol.  I.  p.  iJSi^M'  Report  of  the  Esamhutms  taken 
hfcre  Cmmijfmers  cppinted  bj  the  Kirk's  Authority, 
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plored.  This  fcenc  of  blood  received  yet  a  deeper  Ann.  1(^41. 
llain  from  the  wanton  exercife  of  more  execrable  cru- 
elty than  had  ever  yet  occurred  to  the  warm  and  fer- 
tile imagination  of  Eaflern  barbarians.  Women, 
whofe  feeble  minds  received  a  yet  Itronger  impreffion 
of  religious  frenzy  *,  were  more  ferocious  than  the 
men ;  and  children,  excited  by  the  example  and  ex- 
hortation of  their  parents,  llained  their  innocent  age 
with  the  blacked  deeds  of  human  butchery  f.     The 

*  Slaughtering  the  Englifli  was  reprefented  by  the  prlefl:s  as  the  mofl: 
meritorious  of  religious  ads :  they  exhorted  the  people,  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  to  rid  the  world  of  thefe  declared  enemies  to  the  Catholic 
faith  and  piety.  The  murdering  of  Proteftants,  they  faid,  would  be  a 
good  prefervative  againft  the  pains  of  Purgatory  •,  nor  would  they  ad- 
minifter  the  facrament,  but  on  condition  that  neither  man,  woman,  nor 
child,  Ihould  be  fpared.  Many  of  the  rebels  would  fay,  after  bragging 
of  the  number  of  barbarous  m.urders  they  had  committed,  that  they 
knew  if  they  fhould  die,  their  fouls  would  go  immediately  to  Heaven. 
Nay,  fo  much  did  they  plume  themfelves  on  the  merit  of  thefe  exploits, 
that  an  abbot  was  heard  to  fay,  he  would  not  appeal  to  the  mercy,  but 
to  the  juftice,  of  God,  for  good  fuccefs  to  the  undertakings  of  the  Pa- 
pifts  in  Ireland,  ^he  Siege  of  Droghcda  in  Ireland.  Appendix  to  the  Siege 
of  Drogbeda,     Depofnions  in  l^emplc's  Hiflorj  of  the  L  ifh  Rehdlion. 

-f-  Though  the  faithful  page  of  hiftory  muR  hand  down  to  poflerlrr,, 
with  a  minute  exadnefs,  the  villanies  as  well  as  the  virtues  of  mai'.kind, 
yet,- as  a  particular  detail  of  the  fufferings  mflided  on  the  poor,  de- 
fencelefs,  innocent  Proteiiants,  is  a  reprefcntation  too  (hocking  to  b'j 
dwelt  on  by  a  delicate  humane  mind,  I  think  it  neccfiary  to  give  the 
reader  an  item,  that  the  following  note  will  imprefs  on  his  imagination 
images  of  the  mod  horrid  kind.  Some  thoufands  of  Englidi  were  burnt 
in  their  houfes,  others  were  dripped  naked,  and,  in  hundreds  in  a  drove, 
pricked  forwards  with  fwords  and  fpikes  to  river  fides,  and  from  thence 
pulhed  headlong  into  the  ftream  •,  fome  were  manacled  and  thrown  inio: 
dungeons,  and  there  left  to  perifh  at  leiiure  i  others  were  mangled,  and. 
left  to  languifh  in  the  highways ;  fome  were  happy  enough  to  fuiter 
the  milder  death  of  hanging;   other  more  unfortunate  wretches  were 
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perfons  of  the  Englifli  were  not  the  only  vidlims   to 
the  general  rage :  their  commodious  honfes  and  mag- 
buried  alive— this  was  the  fate  of  a  poor  little  infant,  who,  whilft  he 
was  putting  in  the  grave,  cried  out  to  his  dead  parent,  "  Mammy, 
mammy,  fave  me !  "  yet  could  not  his  innocent  cry  pierce  the  heart  of 
the  hardened  wretch  from  whom  he  received  his  fate  j  fome  were  man- 
gled and  hung  upon  tenter-hooks ;  fome,  with  ropes  round  their  necks, 
were  dragged  through  woods,  bogs,  and  ditches,  till  they  died  i  fome 
were  hanged  up  by  the  arms,  and  then  cut  and  flaftied,  to  fee  hov/  many 
wounds  an  EngUfhman  could  endure  ;  fome  were  ripped  up,  and  their 
entrails  left  hanging  about  their  heels.     Thefe  kinds  of  cruelties  were 
exercifed  on  children  of  all  ages,  and  many  women  with-child  fuffered 
the  fame  fate.     Children  were  forced  to  carry  their  fick  and  aged  pa- 
rents to  the  place  of  flaughter  j  there  were  of  thefe  barbarians  fome  fo 
ingenious  in  their  cruelty,  as  to  tempt  their  prifoners,  with  the  hopes 
of  preferving  their  lives,  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
relations.     Children  were,  in  this  manner,  impelled  to  be  the  execu- 
tioners of  their  parents,  wives  of  their  hulbands,  mothers  of  their  chil- 
dren i  and  then,  when  they  were  thus  rendered  accomplices  in  guilr, 
they  were  deprived  of  that  life  they  endeavoured  to  purchafe  at  fo  hor- 
rid a  price.    Children  were  boiled  to  death  in  cauldrons  •,  fome  wretches 
were  flayed  alive ;  others  were  ftoned  to  death  j  others  had  their  eyes 
plucked  out,  their  ears,  nofe,  cheeks,  and  hands  cut  off,  and  thus  ren- 
dered fpedacles  to  fatiate  the  malice  of  their  enemies  ;  fome  were  bu- 
ried up  to  the  chin,  and  there  left  to  perifh  by  degrees.     One  Proteftant 
minifter  was  put  into  a  cafk  lined  with  iron  fpikcs,  and  then  rolled  up 
and  down  till  he  was  dead.     Parents  were  roafttd  to  death  before  their 
children,  and  children  before  their  parents.     When  any  one,  on  the 
brink  ot  mortality,  defired  leave  to  fay  a  Ihort  prayer,  the  bigoted  bar- 
barians would  exult  over  the  fearful  wretch,  and  tell  him,  that  the  ago- 
nies to  be  inflided  were  but  the  beginning  of  infinite  and  eternal  tor- 
ments.    When  any  of  thefe  vidims,  by  the  dread  of  fuffering,  were 
drawn  to  profefs  the  articles  of  Popery,  they  would  tell  them,  they 
were  in  a  good  faith,  that  they  would  prevent  their  falling  from  it  and 
returning  to  herefy  ;   and  on  this  would  cut  their  throats.     If  any 
cfcaped  the  murdering  hands  of  thefe  human  fiends,  they  were  hunted, 
baited,  and  worried  to  death  by  their  dogs.     Nor  could  the  miferable 
condition  of  thefe  wretches'  excruciating  pangs,  their  anguifh  of  mind, 
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niiiccnt  buildings  were  either  confumed  with  fire,  or  Ann.  1641. 
laid  level  with  the  ground.  Their  cattle,  though 
now  part  of  the  pofleflion  of  their  murderers,  be- 
caufe  they  had  belonged  to  abhorred  heretics,  were 
either  killed  outright  -,  or  covered  with  wounds, 
turned  loofe  into  the  woods  and  defarts,  there  to  abide 
a  lingering  painful  end  f.     This  amazing  unexpeded 

their  agony  of  dcfpair,  afluage  that  lufl  of  cruelty  which  precept,  bi- 
gotry, national  prejudice,  and  the  contagion  of  example,  had  kindled 
in  the  depraved  nature  of  their  brutal  enemies.  In  the  laft  flroke  of 
death  they  exprefied  their  malice  with  the  following  valediflion,  «  Thy 
foul  to  the  Devil ;"  and,  at  the  hazard  of  a  contagion,  obftinately  re- 
fufed  burial  to  their  mangled  bodies. — The  number  of  thofe  who  died 
of  the  inhumanities  fuffered  from  the  Irifh  Papifts,  are  not  thoroughly 
afcertained  :  According  to  the  computation  of  the  rebels,  they  had  (lain 
one  hundred  and  fifty -four  thoufand  in  the  province  of  Ulfter  only. 
Milt  oil's  Eiconaclajies.  ^he  Siege  of  Drcgheda  in  Irelajid.  Appendix  to  the 
Siege  of  Drogheda.  Report  of  the  Exami}iations  taken  before  commijfwners 
appointed  by  the  King's  Authority.     Remonjlrance  f  om  Ireland. 

*  M  they  turned  any  of  thefe  poor  beads  to  ufe,  they  cut  their  legs 
and  flcfli  ofr  when  alive,  and  then  kept  them  three  or  four  days  in  ex- 
quifite  torment.  Carte  fays,  that  many  thoufands  of  thefe  animals, 
whom  rapine  had  made  their  own,  and  which  were  necefi^ary  for  their 
fuftenance,  they  deftroyed  in  thefe  fenfelefs  expreflions  of  rage.  Tem- 
ple's Uijl,  of  the  Irifh  Rebellion.  8vo  ed.  p.  197.  Cartels  Life  of  Ormond^ 
vol.  I.  p.  177. 

t  The  wickednefs  of  thefe  acfls  was  improved  by  a  perfidious  breach 
of  the  laws  of  hofpitality ;  the  Irifli  lodging  themfelves  the  night  be- 
fore and  feafting  at  the  expence  of  thofe  they  intended  to  murder  the 
next  day.  Charlemont,  a  confiderable  fort,  was  furprized  in  this  man- 
ner by  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal :  he  fent  to  Sir  Tobias  Caulfield,  the  gover- 
nor, that  he  would  vifit  him:  Sir  Tobias,  according  to  the  hofpitable 
cufiom  of  the  Irifh,  feafted  him  and  all  his  train ;  towards  the  evening 
the  unfufpedling  landlord  and  his  whole  houfe  were  feized,  and  almpft 
all  murdered,  a  few  making  their  efcape.  .Borlace'sHiJi,  p.  13,  ^  feq^. 
Carte  s  Life  of  Ormonde  p.  lyz^  ^  feq. 
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Aim.  1641.   fcene  of  horror  was  yet  heightened  by  the  bitter  re- 

mrdf'the  vilings,  imprecations,  threats,  and  infuks,  which  every 

irifh  Rebel-  ^^cre  refoundcd  in  the  ears  of  the  aflonifhed  Eng- 

Ik^fcq!* '  ^*  lifh.      Their  fighs,  groans,  Ihrieks,  cries,   and  bitter 

lamentations,   were    anfwered   with   "   Spare   neither 

man,  woman,  nor  child;  the  Englifh  are   meat  for 

dogs  ;   there  (hall  not  be   one  drop  of  Englifh  blood 

left  within   the  kingdom."      Nor  did   there  want  the 

mod  barbarous   infults  and  exultation,  on  beholding 

thofe  expreffions  of  agonizing  pain  which  a  variety 

Idem.  p.  66,  of  tomicnts  cxtortcd.      This  was  the  fcene  which  Ul- 

*^*  fter  produced. 


Remonftrance 
of  the  diftref- 
fedProteftanis 
in  the  pro- 
YinceofMun- 

«er. 

Examinations 
tiken  before 
the  King's 
conimilTion- 
ers. 

Temple, 
4  oed.  1724, 
p.iC2,  &  feq. 


In   the  other  provinces,  where  they  profefTcd  hu- 
manity, they  committed  many  adls  of  blood  and  cru- 
elty, and  not  only  expelled  the  Englifh  their  houfes, 
defpoiled    them    of  their   goods,  wafled    their   lands, 
but  dripped  them  naked,   and  turned  them  out  to  the 
feverities  of  a  very  fliarp  feafon.     Among  the  multi- 
tudes   that   experienced   this    treatment,    the    greater 
number,  through  fecblenefs  of  age,  or  fex,  or  con- 
flitution,  funk  under  the   rigor  of  cold  and  hunger  ^ 
many  of  thofe  who  reached  Dublin  died  of  the  dif- 
eafes  they  had  contracted,  notwithflanding  great  care 
and  application  were  ufed  to  recover  them ;  others,  of 
keen  fcnfations,  reflecting  on  the  horror  of  their  fate, 
from  a  flate  of  plenty  reduced  to  all  the  miferies  of 
poverty,   with    the    additional   lofs    of    parents,    huf- 
bands,  wives,  and  children,    abandoning    themfelves 
to  defpair,  rcfufcd  all  refourcc  but  death,  the  only 
relief  that  could  be  found  for  fuch  multiplied  cala- 
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mities  *.     Nor  was  the  exercife  of  rapine  and  blood  Ann.  1641. 
confined  to  the  lower  clafs  of  rebels  ;  men  of  rank 
not  only  practifed  thefe  enormities,  but  flimulated  the 
brutal  inclinations  of  their  follovsrers  f.      The  oppor-  T^^^p^*^' 
tunity  they  found  to  glut  their  malice  has  been  im- P»34.S:feq. 
puted  to  a  default  in  the  conduA  of  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferers  ;    who,  inflead  of   deferting  their  habitations, 
and  afTembling  together  for  mutual  defence,   relied 
on    the    protedlion    offered    them    by    their    fuppofed 
friends,   their  landlords,  tenants,  and  neighbours,  of 
the  Irifli  families  J,  who,  on  the  faith  of  the  mofl 


*  Such  numbers  of  refugees  died  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  that  the 
church  yards  in  the  town  not  being  fufficient  to  contain  them,  two  large 
pieces  of  new  ground  were  taken  in,  and  fet  apart  for  this  particular 
ufe.     Temple,  8vo  ed.  p.  94,  ^  feq, 

f  It  is  pretended,  that  the  barbvirities  committed  by  the  Irifh  fpruno- 
from  the  impious  policy  of  Ever  Macmahon,  titular  bifhop  of  Downe, 
and  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal,  who  finding  himfelf  fuccefsful  beyond  his  moil 
fanguine  wifhes,  and  having  gathered  together,  in  the  fpace  of  a  week, 
thirty  thoufand  followers,  had  the  foolifh  prefumption  to  fet  himfelf  up 
as  king  of  Ulfter.  He,  being  a  weak  man,  had  no  other  plan  of  keep- 
ing his  adherents  attached  to  him,  but  by  making  them  partakers  in 
his  horrid  villanies,  and  dipping  them  fo  deep  in  blood  anl  adts  of 
cruelty,  that,  defpairing  of  pardon  from  the  Englifh  government,  they 
Ihould  find  themfelves  obliged  from  neceflity  to  adhere  to  his  fortunes. 
His  fcheme  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to  produce  the  following  refledion"  in 
thefe  ruffians :  "  Now,  argued  they,  we  have,  without  injury,  without 
any  kind  of  provocation,  affauked  the  Englifh  in  this  cruel  manner, 
they  who  have  nourilhed  us  in  their  families  as  their  own  children,  and 
have  made  no  difference  between  their  countrymen  and  us,  now  thac 
we  have  requited  them  fuch  bitter  evil  for  good,  they  will  never  trull 
lis  hereafter,  and  we  mud  either  deftroy  them  entirely,  or  be  deftroyed 
by  them."     Temple,  8vo  ed.  p.  166.     Carle,  vol.1,  p.  176. 

J  They  were  in  feme  manner  obliged  to  repofe  this  kind  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Irifli,  from  the  circumftance  of  their  not  being  provided 
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folemn  engagements,  got  pofTcfTion  of  their  goods, 
and  then  cither  murdered  them  thcmfelvcs,  or  deli- 
vered them  up  to  other  deftroyers.  If,  by  a  courage 
alTumed  from  defpair,  any  families  flood  on  their  de- 
fence, they  were  difarmed  by  promifes  of  fafety  given 
tmder  hand  and  feal,  with  the  fevered  execrations  ; 
but,  on  their  furrendcr,  they  experienced  from  the 
hands  of  the  perfidious  villains  the  fame  fate  which 
had  been  impofed  on  their  countrymen.  In  this  man- 
ner was  the  Englilh  colony  exterminated  in  Ulfler. 

The  Scots,  from  their  numbers  being  more  feared 
by  the  rebels,  they  afTedled  at  firil  to  fpare  *,  on  the 
confideration  that  they  were  not  foreigners,  but,  in 
their  original,  of  the  common  flock  with  the  Irifh  f. 
This  policy  did  not  take  its  intended  effect ;  the  Scots 
rofe,  to  the  number  of  five  thoufand,  and  made  fome 

with  arms  to  defend  themfelves.  The  impious  policy  of  Strafford  had 
in  a  manner  difarmed  the  fubje6ts ;  they  were  forbid  to  fell,  or  keep  in 
their  houfes,  either  powder  or  arms,  fave  only  what  was  allowed  from 
the  King's  ftore-houfe  at  Dublin.  Powder  they  were  obliged  to  buy  of 
the  King  for  two  fhillings  a  pound,  and  were  not  allowed  to  have  above 
five  pounds  by  them  at  a  time. 

♦  A  proclamation  was  iffued  out,  that  no  Scotchman,  on  pain  of 
death,  (hould  be  molefted  in  body,  goods,  cr  land.  Carte's  Life  of 
Ormonde  vol.  I.  p.  178. 

-f-  On  the  prefumption  of  treaties  ftill  fubfiiling  between  the  old  Irifh 
and  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  the  Irifli  fancied  the  Scots  fo  much  their 
friends,  that  even  when  forces  landed  from  that  country  to  affift  the 
Englifh  government,  they  fondly  believed  that  they  came  in  the  cha- 
rader  of  friends ;  and  on  this  event  releafed  fome  of  their  Scotch  pri- 
foners,  with  an  injunftion  that  they  ihould  ad  with  thefe  forces.  Jp- 
pendix  to  the  Hifiory  of  the  Siege  of  Drogheda, 
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head  againfl  the  rebels  ;  but  thefe  encreafmg  daily  in  Acn.  1641. 
ftrength,   the  Scots  were  in  their  turn  attacked,  n:ur- 
dered,  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  their  native  country, 
or  fly  to  places  of  fecurity,  and  thus  leave  their  lands 
to  be  defpoiled  by  the  enemy  *^ 

♦  To  take  ofF  the  odium  which  the  principles  of  Popery  have  in- 
curred, from  various  crimes  of  perfidy  and  cruelty  having  been  perpe- 
trated by  tliat  fe6t,  the  friends  and  followers  of  the  Romifh  faith  have 
endeavoured  to  deceive  the  credulous,  the  ignorant,  and  the  idle,  into 
an  opinion  that  circumftances  have  been  greatly  aggravated  in  relation 
to  the  bloody  fadts  which,  at  various  times,  have  been  charged  on  Pa- 
pifts.  The  Irifli  infurreflion,  a  facfb  which,  with  all  its  circumftances 
of  horror,  has  been  ijanded  down  to  pofterity  with  the  concurrent  evi- 
dence of  its  cotemporary  writers,  and  on  the  moft  authentic  authori- 
ties, has,  on  various  occafions,  been  attempted,  by  all  the  arts  of  fo- 
phiftry,  to  be  foftened,  and  the  Irifh  maflacrifts  have  met  with  their 
advocates  :  but  it  is  only  modern  times  has  produced  one  bold  enough 
to  exculpate  them  entirely  from  guilt.  Such  is  the  defign  of  a  perfor- 
mance, entitled  "  The  Trial  of  the  Roman  Catholics,'*  and  publiflied 
in  1764;  but  furely  not  with  the  approbation  of  that  body.  I  fhould 
hope,  in  this  cnhghtened  civilized  age  and  country,  that  the  Papifts 
themfelves,  abhorring  the  atrocious  deeds  of  their  deluded  anceftors, 
would;  from  principles  of  juftice,  humanity,  and  a  fpirit  of  proper  re- 
fentment,  rejoice  to  fee  them  handed  down  to  pofterity  with  all  the 
marks  of  infamy  they  fo  well  deferve. 

The  author  of  the  before- mentioned  tra<5l,  after  dwelling  upon  the 
ancient  animofities  which  fubfifted  between  the  Englifli  and  the  Irifli,  a 
circumftance  which  has  little  to  do  with  an  infurrecStion  begun  v.'hen  civil 
contracts  were  formed  and  mutual  confidence  had  taken  place,  pretend?, 
that  the  feverities  of  the  Englifli  government  were  fuch,  that,  from  the 
general  laws  of  felf-defence,  the  Irifli  were  authorized  in  their  acb  of 
infurgency.  The  feverities  practifcd  by  Charles  on  the  Irifli  Papifls, 
the  fruits  of  his  iniquitous  defire  to  extend  the  power  and  property  of 
the  crown,  had  been  equally  inflided  on  the  Irifli  Proreftants;  and,  on 
the  very  period  of  the  infurredion,  by  an  apparent  coalition  of  the 
two  parties,  were  in  a  fair  v/ay  to  be  redreflied :  Bi^t  an  equal  enjoy- 
ment of  privileges  was  as  oppofite  to  the  views  of  the  Catholics,  as  the 

adting 
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ading  on  principles  of  Liberty  was  oppofite  to  their  religious  preju- 
dices. The  vindicator  of  the  Irifh  mafiacrifts  might,  with  much  more 
probability,  and  lefs  contradi<5tion  to  his  other  alkrtions,  avow,  that 
this  body  thought  they  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  partial  favours  they  had  received,  and  the  further  im- 
munities they  were  promifed,  that  the  ads  of  violence  they  Committed 
On  their  fellow- fubjedls  were  in  pure  compliance  to  the  commands  of 
the  King,  and  with  an  intention  to  extend  rather  than  reftrain  a  power 
from  which  they  expeded  to  regain  fplendor  to  their  religion,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  fubjeding  themfclves  to  all  the  ignominious  miferies  which  at- 
tend civil  and  religious  fervitude.  This  conceffion  would  agree  with 
their  known  principles,  their  declarations,  and  the  aflcrtions  of  the 
autlior. 

"  The  principles  of  their  religion,  fays  he,  preacheth  peace,  adive 
obedience,  and  pafTive  fubmiflion,  to  all  civil  eftablifliments  under  which 
they  (hall  happen  to  live  •,  and  their  condud  hath  been  proved  inva- 
riably conformable  to  the  faid  precept,  from  generation  to  generation, 
beyond  the  memory  of  man."     Though  the  truth  of  this  aflertion  is 
evinced  by  the  abjeft  flavery  fubmiflively  endured  by  Roman  Catholic 
focieiics  from  century  to  century,  and  under  which  almoft  every  ftate 
profefTmg  that  religion  at  prefent  languiih,  yet  it  is  an  abfolute  con- 
tradiction to  that  rational  principle  of  felf-defence  on  which  the  author 
endeavours  to  ground  his  vindication  of  the  infurredtion  of  the  year 
1641.     But  what  does  he  mean  by  an  aflertion  fo  oppofite  to  his  plan 
of  vindication  ?  furely  not  to  recommend  the  Roman  Catholics  to  their 
fellow  fubjeds  of  the  Britilh  empire  :  A  people  whofc  *«  religious  prin- 
ciples teach  them  adtive  obedience  and  palTive  fubmiflion  to  all  civil 
cllablilhmcnts  under  which  they  fliall  happen  to  live,"  whether  thofe 
cftablifliments  are  introduced  by  fraud,  violence,  or  common  aflenr, 
whether  calculated  for  general  or  partial  good,  whether  tyrannical  or 
legal,  may  indeed,  as  proper  tools  of  iniquity,  be  looked  on  with  an 
eye  of  favour  by  ill-defigning  governors,  but,  on  this  account,  mud  be 
regarded  with  contempt,  jealoufy,  and  averfion,  by  a  people  who  pof- 
fcfs  the  blcfllngs  cf  Liberty,  who  know  its  value,  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  equal  rights  of  men,  and  underfliand  the  rational  principles  of 

<yovernment  and  fubjcdion. Could  the  intfntion  of  the  author,  in 

The  fore- mentioned  alicrtion,  admit  of  doubt,  it  is  fully  cleared  by  the 

following 
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refuge  to  the  Englifh,  it  received  within  its  gates  mul-  Ann.  1641. 

following  paflage  preceding  it:  «  Speculative  errors,  or  ignorance, 
fays  he,  may,  in  certain  cafes,  be  more  than  politically  innocent ;  they 
may  be  politically  ufeful :  Auricular  confefllons,  purgatories,  faft:s,  and 
penances,  are,  to  the  members  of  the  church  of  Rome,  what  difcipline 
is  in  the  military  department ;  they  preferve  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
familiar  ufe  and  pradice  of  daily  obedience  :  and  this  habit  of  refped 
and  fubmiflion  to  ecclefiafliical  difcipline  is  not  unnaturally  attended 
with  refped  and  fubmiflion  to  the  fecular  powers.  Thus,  the  obedience 
of  thefe  people  to  the  authority  of  their  church  is  an  earnefl:  of  their 
obedience  to  the  authority  of  all  ftates,  whether  Heathen  or  Chriftian, 
under  which  they  live.  We  cannot,  indeed,  boaft  of  their  being  flick- 
lers  for  popular  rights,  or  champions  for  Liberty,  but  we  can  tmly  af- 
firm that  they  are  the  mofl:  loyal  and  amenable  of  all  fubiefts  under 
the  fun."  "^ 

With  an  intention  to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  the  Catholics,  their  vin- 
dicator endeavours  to  fliew,  that  they  were  forced  into  the  aft  of  re- 
bellion by  the  conduct  of  their  governors,  framed  for  the  purpofes  of 
their  deftruaion ;  but  totally  deftroys  the  force  of  this  aflertion  by  con- 
feffing,  that  feveral  malcontent  Irifli,  of  Englifli  extradion,  being  ad- 
vifed  of  the  commotions  in  Scotland,  and  of  the  fomenting  of  jealou- 
fies  between  the  King  and  Englifli  parliament,  looked  on  this  as  a  fit 
fcafon,  with  the  afliftance  of  foreign  forces,  to  recover  their  lapfed 
eftates,  and  to  eftablifli  the  religion  of  their  forefathers;  and,  in  this 
view,  warmly,  though  privately,  folicitcd  aid  from  the  feveral  Catholic 
powers  of  Spain,  France,  and  Italy. 

The  grounds  on  which  he  attempts  to  juftify  the  Irifli  mafl-acrifts 
from  the  cruelties  with  which  they  have  been  charged,  lias  a  founda- 
tion extenflve  enough  to  vindicate  the  fed  of  Papilts  frotii  every  enor 
mity  theyarefuppofcdto  have  beenguihyof;  viz.  That  the  narrative 
ot  the  maflacre  had  been  handed  down  to  pofterity  by  Proteflant  or 
rather  Puritan,  writers.  This  afl-crt.on  is  falfe-,  for  the  c^rl  of  cin- 
nckard,  a  Papift,  Clarendon,  Carte,  and  others  of  the  hi  Ji-c  hurch  pany 
agree  in  molt  ot  the  particulars  which  he  pretends  to  deny.  But  srant-* 
ing  It  to  be  true,  may  not  the  reality  of  the  maflacre  of  >t.  Bartiiolomcv., 
on  the  fame  prttenfion  viz.  that  ftar.cii  Proteflants  alone  had  iianded 
It  down  to  pollcnty,  with  all  its  horrid  circumltancts,  be  with  equal  rea- 
ion  denicQ  r  ^ 
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Ann.  1641.    timdes  of  thofc  wretched  fupplicants  ;  and  there  not 

Not  to  mention  the  puerile  advantages  he  takes  in  framing  thofe  ar- 
guments he  pretends  to  combat,  this  author,  alter  eftablifhing  the  fore- 
mentioned  principle  of  jullificatior.,  grounds  -reat  matter  of  triumph 
in  the  inaccuracies  vvhich  are  to  be  met  with  in  lord  Clarendon's  ac- 
count of  the  maflacre.  Surely  any  opponent  but  ferjeant  Statute  would 
on  this  particular  have  not  only  obferved,  that  this  circumftance  had 
little  to  do  with  the  argument,  viz.  the  realities  of  the  maflacres  faid 
to  be  committed  by  the  Irifh,  but  that  a  regular  confillent  account  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  infurredion  and  maifacre  is  to  be  found  in  the  let- 
ters tranfmitted  from  the  lords  juftices  to  the  parliament  and  ftate  of 
England  •,  and  that  with  this  account  agree  the  earl  of  Clanrickard,  Sir 
John  Temple,  Carte,  and  all  the  writers  of  note  who  have  treated  of 
that  infurredion. 

It  is  next  pretended,  on  the  authority  of  a  calculation  made,  and  an 
opinion  given,  by  Sir  William  Petty,  fecretary  to  Ireton  in  his  capa- 
city of  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  that  the  number  of  Protcdants  maffacred 
in  the  firil  year  of  the  rebellion  did  not  amount  to  the  number  men- 
tioned by  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  and  confofled  by  the  maflacrifts 
themlelves.  Sir  William  Petty's  obfervation  is  confined  to  the  Englifli 
fuffcrers :  now,  of  the  Britilh  fcttlers  the  Englifli  were  by  much  the 
Icaft  part,  and  the  Scots,  in  their  turn,  experienced  from  the  cruelty 
of  the  Catholics  a  fice  equall)  l.vae  :  thele,  it  iriuft  be  fuppofed,  were 
comprized  in  the  confcfllon  of  tlie  murderers,  and  in  the  account  of 
the  writers  cotempciary  to  thcil-  times.  But  granting  that  the  number 
of  Prouitants  mr.rdercd  in  the  firfc  year  of  the  rebellion  was  much  in- 
ferior to  what  has  been  ^^cntrally  imagined,  fuel,  a  circumllunce  has 
little  weight,  tithcr  in  jufiiiication  cf  the  principles  of  a  religion  which 
initigated  thjc  bloody  maOacrc,  or  its  perpetrators-,  fince  it  is  certain, 
that  almoil  ail  who  fell  into  their  hands,  in  the  firfl:  ftagesof  that  rebel- 
lion, ci.her  were  kdlcd  outiVi^'.t  by  the  rebels,  or  died  of  the  cruelties 
they  fuffcrcd  from  thrm:  su\d  if  any  did  efcape,  it  was  a  very  few, 
from  whuk  fenice  they  intended  to  reap  advantage ;  fuch  as  Bedel 
'  bilhop  of  Kilnxrs,  ^nd  others,  whom  they  were  obliged  to  deliver  up, 
for  pHluners  of  confcquence  of  their  own  party  taken  by  the  ftate. 
And  fo  .-qually  tainiod  v/ere  all  the  Irifli  Catholics  with  the  fpirit  of 
cruelty,  tliuc  f'le  Hnghili  of  ihz  Pale,  after  they  entered  into  rebellion, 

were  as  highly  guilty  in  this  particular  as  the  mere  Irifli. 

But 
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being  at  this  time  above  three  thoiifand  troops  in  the  Ann.  1641. 

But  of  all  the  trivial  circumftances  with  which  the  author  of  the 
Trial  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  availed  hiinfelf  in  defence  of  the 
Irifti  maflacrifts,  there  is  none  in  which  he  fo  highly  exults  as  the  fol- 
lowing ;  viz.  "  That  the  minds  of  the  Proteftants,  to  whom  fancy  ftill 
reprefented  the  Ihocking  fcenes  they  had  beheld,  were  perplexed  with 
delufive  vifions  of  the  ghofts  of  their  brethren,  wandering  about  from 
place  to  place,  and  crying  for  revenge  •,  the  guilty  Papifts  were  equally- 
haunted  with  thefe  vifions  as  were  the  diftrefled  Proteftants."  It  was, 
in  this  fuperftitious  age,  a  very  natural  confequence  of  the  bloody 
tranfadlion ;  but  is  by  no  means  of  force  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  legal 
evidence  of  depofitions  taken  upon  oath,  on  matters  of  a  nature  on 
which  the  deponents  were  not  liable  to  deception  :  its  ftanding  upon 
record,  among  the  other  matters  of  evidence,  fufficiently  evinces  the 
fmcerity  of  thofe  appointed  by  authority  to  take  the  depofitions  -,  whom 
the  author  very  freely,  without  bringing  the  flighteft  proof  againft 
them,  brands  with  the  higheft  infamy. 

Though  I  have  no  defign  to  enter  into  any  difcuflion  on  the  princi- 
ples of  Popery,  yet  I  cannot  help  obferving  on  a  quaintnefs  of  the 
fore-mentioned  author.  "  The  good  principles  of  a  church,  fays  he, 
are  not  neceflarily  attended  by  conformable  pradices  ;  and  confequendy 
the  evil  principles  of  a  church  are  not  neceflarily  produdive  of  the  evil 
pradices  of  its  members."  This  is  faying  very  little  in  favour  of  Po- 
pery or  its  profeflbrsi  fince,  though  fuch  is  that  aptnefs  to  vice  in 
mankind  that  right  principles  in  religion  will  not  fufficicndy  reftrain 
it,  it  will  naturally  be  more  predominant  in  thofe  whofe  confciences 
are  direded  by  evil  principles  in  religion ;  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  that 
evil  adions  in  men  do  not  proceed  from  irregular  appetites,  but  from 
a  perverfe  inclination  to  ad  contrary  to  their  convidion  of  right. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  pains  which  has  been  taken  by  this  au- 
thor, I  cannot  think  the  Irifli  maflacrifts  can,  to  an  unprejudiced  mind, 
ftand  exculpated  from  a  charge  founded  on  the  concurrence  of  the  co- 
temporary  writers  of  all  parties,  on  the  depofitions  of  witneflxis  taken 
upon  oath,  and  their  own  confeflion  * ;  and  this  on  fuch  trifling  circum- 
ftances as  their  vindicator  has  alleged  in  their  defence,  enforced  by  an 
obfervation,  that,  during  the  regency  of  Cromwell,  no  one  would  dare 
to  print  or  publifli  a  fyllable  in  favour  of  Papifts.  This  is  not  true ; 
becaufe  Cromwell,  to  promote  his  ambitious  views,  declared  himfelf 
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•  Temple,  410  ed.  p-  227. 
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Ann.  1641.  whole  kingdom  *,  fomc  of  the  moll  vigorous  of  thefe 
fugitives,  with  others,  in  all  to  the  number  of  four 
thoufand,  were  immediately  enlifled ;  and  bodies  of 
the  army,  which  were  not  furrounded  by  the  rebels, 
were  fummoned  to  defend  the  town.  There  were  in 
the  caftle  at  this  time  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  gun- 
powder, match  and  bullet  proportionable,  arms  for 
ten  thoufand  men,  and  thirty-five  pieces  of  artillery. 
This  military  (lore,  provided  by  Strafford  to  arm  Irifh 

the  prote<5bor  of,  and  in  their  turns  aftually  favoured,  the  followers  of 
every  church,  not  excepting  the  Papifts*  ;  many  of  whom  paid  him  the 
higheft  incenfe  of  flattery.  But  granting  no  fuch  thing  could  be  at- 
tempted during  the  time  of  Cromwell's  ufurpation,  what  prevented 
the  Irifli  Papifts  from  clearing  themfelves  of  fuch  grofs  imputations  in 
the  life  of  their  patron  Charles  I.  who  was  regarded  as  a  party  in  the 
infurreaion,  whofe  character  was  involved  in  their  condud,  to  whofe 
court  and  prefence  many  of  their  leaders  reforted^  and  converfed  freely 
with  his  minifters  and  followers  ?  But  we  find  no  traces  of  any  fuch  at- 
tempt; not  even  in  Clarendon,  who,  from  his  attachment  to  the  court 
and  epifcopacy,  on  the  confideration  that  they  avowedly  abetted  the 
interefts  of  both,  was  inclined  to  favour  the  Irilh  rebels.  He  had  the 
opportunity  of  converfmg  daily  with  their  chiefs,  and  of  learnin<^  from 
them  every  particular  which  favoured  their  caufe ;  though  the  author  is 
pleafed  to  affert,  that  he  relates  his  fads  from  rumour,  and  from  co- 
temporary  hiftorians,  deeply  interefted  in  blackening  and  fupprefline  the 
Irifti  Catholics.  ^ 

•  The  ftanding  army  in  Ireland  was  ufually  two  thoufand  men 
Charles,  to  fupport  the  tyranny  of  Strafford's  ad m in ift ration,  had  raifed 
them  to  five  thoufand  ;  but  the  parliament  of  England,  not  chufing  to 
iruft  him  with  more  of  thofe  dangerous  implements  than  they  deemed 
neccflary  to  prefcrve  the  Englilh  government  in  Ireland,  obliged  him 
to  reduce  them  to  fourteen  troops  of  horfe,  amounting  to  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty  three,  and  forty-one  companies,  making" two  thoufand 
iwo  hundred  and  ninety-fcven  foot  -,  a  much  inferior  force  than  this 
having  in  James's  time  kept  the  peace  of  that  country. 

•  Harris's  Life  cf  Cromwd),  ed.  1762,  p.  44,  &  feq. 
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Papifts  in  fupport  of  tyranny,  providentially  turned  Ann.  1641. 
out  the  means  to  preferve  the  caufe  of  Freedom,  and 
the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Ireland.  Such  a  plenitude  of 
Liberty,  and  fo  full  a  pofTeflion  of  Property,  did  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  enjoy,  at  the  very  time 
when  this  infurretflion  broke  out,  that  there  was  very 
little  or  no  money  in  the  royal  treafury  *.  This  was 
remedied  by  the  care  of  the  officers  of  ftate,  who  re- 
prefenting  to  the  people  their  neceflities,  the  caftle  was  ' 
foon  vit5tualled  with  provifions  to  maintain  the  army 
for  many  months.  Commiflions  were  fent  by  the 
juftices  for  the  raifmg  the  Scots  in  the  Northern  parts. 
Sir  Charles  Coote,  a  zealous  Proteftant,  was  made  go- 
vernor of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  caftle  was  put 
under  the  care  of  Sir  Francis  Willoughby,  an  old-ex- 
perienced foldier.  Six  hundred  men  were  fent  to  the 
relief  of  Drogheda,  a  place  of  importance,  then  be- 
fieged  by  the  Iriih :  the  deftgn  being  betrayed  by  the 
Englifh  of  the  Pale  f,  who  wifhed  well  to  the  rebel- 

*  When  what  is  called  the  ftate  (viz.  the  governing  power  of  a  na- 
tion, in  contradiltindion  to  the  governed)  is  rich,  when  governors  ap- 
pear in  a  plenitude  of  pomp  to  be  fupported  by  the  wealth  of  indivi- 
duals, this  is  a  certain  fymptom  that  that  nation  is  not  free,  that  the 
people  want  one  of  the  eflential  privileges  which  conftitute  Freedom  ;  / 
viz.  fo  fecure  a  pofleffion  of  Property  that  it  cannot  be  uken  from 
them,  on  any  pretext,  but  by  their  aflent ;  which,  it  muft  be  fuppofed, 
would  never  be  gained  but  on  occafions  of  their  own  immediate  pro- 
tcaion  and  advantage,  fince  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  affeftions  of  men'1 
to  defpoil  themfelves  of  what  they  efteem  the  greatefl:  good,  for  the 
particular  immunities  and  enjoyments  of  others. 

t  One  of  lord  Gormonftone's  grooms,  by  command  from  his  mafler, 
went  to  Slaine,  where  the  rebel  army  was  lodged,  and  called  them  out 
of  their  beds  to  encounter  the  Englifh  forces.  Temjile,  4to  ed.  p.  136. 
Borlace,  p.  37,  ^  fe^. 
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Ann.  1641.  lion,  though  they  had  not  yet  declared  themfelves,  the 
convoy,  which  coniifled  of  new-raifed  and  unexpe- 
rienced men,  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  the  enemy, 
and  defeated.  This  vidory  helped  to  fupply  the  re- 
bels with  arms  ;  and  that  reputation  which  attends 
fuccefs  encreafed  the  number  of  their  followers  to 
fo  formidable  an  extent,  that  the  juflices  laid  alide 
all  thoughts  of  adting  ofFenfively,  and  applied  their 
whole  attention  to  the  providing  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  capital. 

When  the  news  of  this  rebellion  reached  the  par- 
liament of  England  *,  it  was  immediately  refolved  in 
.  the  lower  houfe,  that  a  conference  be  defired  of  the 
Lords  on  the  following  articles :  That  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  be  borrowed  of  the  city  of  London  f  -,  that  a 
committee  of  both  houfes  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
the  aiFairs  of  Ireland ;  and  that  this  committee  may 
have  power  to  open  all  packets  going  to  and  coming^ 
from  that  kingdom.  It  was  farther  refolved,  that 
Owen  O'Connoly,  who  difcovered  tlie  treafon,  Ihould 
have  a  gift  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  two  hundred 


Journals  of 
Commons, 
vol.11,  p.300. 


•  The  Commons  firft  received  the  news  of  the  Irifh  rebellion  from 
fcveral  of  the  chief  officers  of  ftate,  members  of  the  houfe  ,of  Peers, 
and  lords  of  the  privy-council.  After  thefe  had  defired  leave  of  ad- 
mittance in  the  ufual  form,  the  houfe  ordered  chairs  to  be  fet  for  them : 
they  entered  the  houfe  uncovered,  nor  did  they  attempt  to  put  on  their 
hats  till  after  themfelves  and  the  Commons  were  feated  ;  after  which 
both  the  Commons  and  the  Lords  remained  covered.  Rujhwortb^ 
vol.  IV.  p.  398. 

-|-  The  city  of  London  was  to  have  eight  per  cent,  for  the  loan,  and 
the  fecurity  of  an  aft  of  parliament.     Rujhworth^  vol.  IV.  p.  411. 
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a-year  penfion ;  that  the  cullody  of  the  Ille  of  Wight  Ann.  16^1. 
fhould  be  fequeilcred  in  other  hands  *  ;   that  the  per- 
fons  of  Papifts  of  quality  he  fecured,  and  that  fuch 
Engliih  Papifts  having  within  one  year  laft  paft  re- 
moved themfelves  to  Ireland,  not  having  an  ancient 
cllate  or  habitation  there,  be  commanded  by  procla- 
mation  to  return,  and,  if  not  obeyed,  fome  courfe  be 
taken  by  acft  of  parliament  for  confifcation  of  their 
eftates ;   that  the  Lords  be  defired  to  join  concerning  Ruihworth, 
the  diflblution  of  the  capuchins,  and  the  fpcedy  fend-  p°405.' 
ing  them  away ;  that  the  ambafTadors  may  be  fent  to  l^x'^'^'^^ 
to  deliver  up  fuch  priefls  of  the  King's  fubjccls  as  are 
lodged  in  their  houfes  j   that  a  lift  be  brought  in  of 
the  queen's   pricfts,  and  other  her  fci'\'ants  ;    that  a 
proclamation  be  ilTued  commanding  all  ilrangers  who 
are  not  of  the  Proteftant  religion  to  deliver  in  tickets 
of  their  names,  and  an  account  of  their  ftay,  other- 
wife  to  depart  the  kingdom ;   that  all  innkeepers,  and 
others  who  entertain  lodgers,  be  commanded  to  give 
in  tickets  of  the  names  of  all  fuch   lodgers   in   their 
houfes   to  the   lord-mayor  and  aldermen  of  London, 
or  to  the  next  juftice  of  the  peace  in  Middlefex.      The 
houfe  of  Commons  farther  ordered,  that  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy  fliould  be  tendered  to  the 
Irifii,   and  fuch  other  fufpetfted  recufants  as  were  ftu- 
dents  at  the  inns  of  court ;  and  that  fuch  Irifhmen  as 
endeavoured  to  pafs  into  Ireland  without  notice  fhould  j^^j^^^ 
be  flopped,  examined,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  ten-  voi.ii.p.6ai> 
dered  to  them ;  that  no  Irifhman  lliould  pafs  out  of 

*  The  earl  of  Portland,  a  fufpeded  Papift,  had  at  this  time  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Ide  of  Wight. 

any 
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Am.  iSfi.  any  of  the  parts  of  this  kingdom  to  return  to  Ireland 
without  fpecial  licence  from  the  committee  of  both 
houfes  for  Irilh  allairs,  or  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council,  or  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  that  no 
arms,  munition,  nor  powder,  fhould  be  tranfported 
without  fuch  a  licence ;  and  that,  on  the  lord-lieute- 
nant's certifying  to  the  juftices  of  Ireland  the  names 
of  fufpevfted  perfons,  and  the  grounds  of  the  fufpi- 
cion,  the  faid  juftices  and  the  reft  of  the  council 
Ihould  enter  into  examination  of  the  parties,  and 
fhould  have  power  to  commit  them  to  prifon  till  the 
truth  was  difcovered  ;  that  the  fer\'ants  belonging  to 
the  King,  queen,  prince,  or  any  of  the  King's  chil- 
dren, ihould,  according  to  law,  take  the  oaths  of  fu- 
premacy  and  allegiance.  The  earl  of  Leicefter*,  who 
had  been  lately  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
was  diredted  to  write  to  the  juftices  to  encourage  them 
in  their  duty  towards  the  defence  of  that  kingdom, 
with  afTurances  of  a  fpeedy  afliftance.  Thefe  were 
the  refolutions  which  pafTed  in  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land on  the  firft  item  of  the  Irifli  infurret^ion  f . 


WfiEN  Charles  received  intelligence  of  the  rebel- 
lion, he  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  Scots, 
who  difpatched  a  fmall  body  of  men  to  fupport  their 

*  This  earl  of  Leicefter  was  grandfon  of  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  who,  at 
different  times,  had  been  eleven  years  governor  of  Ireland. 

f  Before  any  of  thofe  circumftances  of  horror  which  attended  it 
were  known  -,  the  lords  juftices  letter,  being  dated  two  days  after  the 
rebellion  commenced,  fpeaks  only  of  a  common  infurredion,  and  a 
defign  to  furprize  the  caftle  of  Dublin.     Na/fin,  vol.  II.  p.  5 1 4,  6f /^y. 
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own  colony  in  Ulfter,  and  appointed  a  committee  toAnn.1641. 
treat  with  the  Englifh  parliament  on   the  terms  in 
which  they  fhould  engage  farther  in  the  Irifh  war. 
Unfortunately  for  the  king,  the  zeal  that  he  ihewed 
in  this  bufmefs  was  entirely  prevented  from  having 
its  intended  efFea:  by  the  declaration  of  the  rebels, 
who  called  themfelves  the  Queen's  Army,  and  not  onljlp^Xr 
gave  out  that  they  had  their  party  both  in  England  Mervin. 
and  Scotland,  that  tlieir  reafon  for  taking  up  arms 
was  to  vindicate  royal  prerogative  invaded  by  a  puri-  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
tanical  parliament,  that  they  had  authority  from  the  i„fquYty.° 
King  and  queen,  but  even  fliewed  a  commiffion  under  ^^-  »^43. 
the  great  feal  of  Scotland,  in  which  they  were  diredled 
to  feize  on  the  forts  and  ftrong  places  in  Ireland,  and 
arreft  the  goods,  eftates,  and  perfons,  of  the  Englifh 
Proteftants  to  the  King's  ufc,  left,  as  the  commifTion 
exprefled,   the  Protcftant  party  fhould  carry  things   as 
violently  againft  him  in  that  kingdom  as  they  did  in 
England  *.      It  is  eafily  to  be  imagined,  that  a  rebel- 

♦  The  Irifti  committee  returned  to  Ireland  the  fame  month  the  King 
went  to  Scotland.  There  had  been  many  and  frequent  conferences 
between  them  and  the  King  and  queen,  but  particularly  with  the  lat- 
ter; whom  they  flattered  with  hopes  that  they  could  eafily  feize  into 
their  hands  the  government  of  Ireland,  and  then  they  would  aftift  the 
King  to  chaftife  the  hot  fpirits  of  Weftminfter.  In  thefe  conferences 
the  plot  of  the  infurredion  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed.  On  the 
return  of  the  Irifti  committee,  they  left  the  lord  Dillon  behind  them, 
who  was  fent  by  the  queen  into  Scotland.  At  this  time,  it  is  faid,  the 
King  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the  ccmmiflion  to  be  figned  with  the 
broad  feal  of  this  kingdom,  that  depofit  not  being  yet  fettled  in  the 
hands  of  a  proper  oflicer,  but  entrufted  with  the  King's  confidants  ; 
fometimes  with  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  fometimes  with  Endymion 
Porter,  the  King's  domeftic,  and  fometi.mes  with  one  Jolin  Hamiltony 
a  fiery  prelatifl:. 

It 
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Ann.  1641.   lion  attended  with  fiich  enormous  circumflances,  dc- 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  Irifli  at  firft  exadlly  complied  with 
the  words  of  the  commiflion,  contenting  themfelves  with  feizing  on  the 
forts  and  ftrong  places  in  Ireland,  and  arrefling  the  eftates,  goods,  and 
perfons  of  the  Englidi.  Bedel  biftiop  of  Kilmore,  a  prelate  who  had 
infinuated  himfelf  much  into  the  good  graces  of  Strafford,  the  late  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  was  fo  great  a  favourite  with  the  Popifli 
party  that  he  was  not  only  fiiffered  to  live  quietly  in  his  own  houfe, 
whilit  thole  of  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants  were  in  flames,  but  treated 
with  great  refpedt  till  his  death,  which  happened  in  a  few  weeks  after 
the  commencement  of  the  infurredion.  This  bilhop  drew  up  for  the 
rebels,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cavan,  a  remonftrance,  in  which 
it  is  inlerted,  that  the  Irifh  Roman  Catholics,  for  the  prefervation  of 
his  majefty*s  honour  and  their  own  liberties,  thought  fit  to  take  into 
their  hands,  for  his  highnefs's  ufe  and  fcrvice,  fuch  forts  and  other 
jilaces  of  ilrcngth  as,  coming  into  the  poffelFion  of  others,  might  prove 
difadvantageous,  and  tend  to  the  utter  undoing  of  the  kingdom.  The 
manifefto  of  the  UUler  rebels  complained  of  the  general  oppreflions 
fuffcred  by  the  Roman  Catholics  from  fubordinate  governors,  but  pro- 
fefTed  an  immutable  and  pure  allegiance  to  the  King  and  his  fucceflbrs  ; 
they  acknowledged  to  have  enjoyed  fome  liberty  of  religion  out  of  the 
affluence  of  his  princely  goodnefs  -,  but  the  parliament  of  England, 
maligning  and  envying  thole  graces,  were  wrefting  his  prerogative  out 
of  his  hand :  feeing  him  thus  opprefled  by  difloyal  fubjeds,  they  had 
taken  up  arms  for  the  regaining  his  prerogative  (the  eflence  and  life  of 
monarcliy),  and  had  feized  upon  the  ftrong  forts  of  the  kingdom,  to 
be  enabled  to  ferve  his  majefty,  and  defend  themfelves  from  the  tyran- 
nous refolutions  of  his  enemies  j  they  were  ready  to  yield  up  the  places 
ihey  had  taken  when  his  majefty  fliould  command  them,  and  ftiould 
take  a  courfe  for  fecuring  them  and  the  Proteftants  of  the  kingdom 
againft  fadious  and  feditious  Puritans.  The  rebels  of  the  county  of 
Longford  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  fent  a  declara- 
tion to  the  council-board,  wherein  they  demanded  a  general  ad  of 
oblivion,  without  reftitution  of  goods  taken  in  the  commotion,  and, 
befides  many  privileges  to  the  mere  Irifli,  an  entire  repeal  of  the  penal 
laws  againft  Papifls:  thefe  to  be  confirmed  by  parliament.  Buinet*s  Life 
of  Bedel  Bijkop  of  Ktlmore,  Carte's  Life  of  Ormond,  vol.  I.  p.  182,  (^  feq. 
Bum.  Hijt,  of  His  Own  Timejy  vol.  I.  p.  4 1 .  Myjlery  of  Iniquity ^  p.  87,  ^  feq, 
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clared  to  have  been  undertaken  by  the  King's  autho^  Ann.  .64.. 
rity  *,  with  the  concurrence  of,  and  under  proniife  of 

•  I  fliould  neither  do  juftice  to  the  memory  of  this  unhappy  prince, 
nor  to  my  own  charader  as  a  faithful  hiftorian,  if  I  did  not  ftate  the 
arguments  which  appear  on  both  fides,  for  and  againft  the  opinion  of 
his  bein-  concerned  in  the  Irifli  infurredion.  Ihofe  in  favour  of  the 
King  cannot  be  better  ftated  than  they  have  been  already  done  by  the 
very  ingenious  Mr.  Hume :  I  ftiall  therefore  tranfcribe  his  arguments, 
and  annex  fuch  obfervations  as  the  fubjed  is  capable  of. 

Argument.  Ought  the  afiirmation  of  perfidious  infamous  rebels  to 
have  paffed  for  any  authority  ? 

Obfcrvaiion.  From  whom  elfe  could  fuch  an  evidence  be  obtained  ? 
if  the  teftimony  of  accomplices  in  guilt  were  not  to  be  accepted,  few 
crimes  could  be  proved. 

Argument.  Nobody  can  tell  us  what  the  words  of  the  pretended  com- 
miflion  were:  that  which  we  find  in  Rufliworth  and  in  Milton's  works, 
Toland's  edition,  is  plainly  an  impofture,  becaufe  it  pretends  to  be  dated 
in  Odober  164 1,  yet  mentions  fads  which  happened  not  till  fome 
months  after.  It  appears  that  the  Irifli  rebels,  obferving  fome  incon- 
fiftence  in  their  firft  forgery,  were  obliged  to  forge  this  commiflion 
anew,  yet  could  not  render  it  coherent  nor  probable. 

Obfervation*.  That  the  commiflion  was  boafted  of  and  fliewed  by  the 
rebels,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  infurredion,  is  evidenced  by  a  pro- 
clamation fet  forth  by  authority  on  the  thirtieth  of  Odober  1641,  feven 
days  after  the  infurredion  commenced.— It  is  not  likely,  that  both  Sir 
Phelim  O'Neal,  the  fuppofed  author  of  the  forgery,  and  his  accom- 
plices,  fliould  be  fuch  egregious  blunderers  as  to  fail  in  two  attempts 
of  fo  eafy  a  nature  as  were  thofe  of  making  fuch  a  forgery  coherent-, 
and  though  the  pretended  copies  of  the  commiflion  now  extant  do 
mention  fads  which  happened  fome  months  after  the  date,  this  is  no 
argument  that  the  original  commiflion,  boafted  of  by  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal 
at  the  beginning  of  the  infurredion,  contained  any  incoherences  at  all. 
The  words  of  the  original  commiflion  not  being  known,  proves  very 
little  in  favour  of  the  King,  fince  that  fuch  a  commiflion  was  boafted  of 
fo  early  as  the  feventh  of  Odober  is  evidenced  by  the  fore-mentioned 
proclamation  ;  and  the  original  commiffion  being  fuppreflTed  by  the  re- 
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Aon.  1641.    affillance  from,  the  whole  papiilical  body,   operated 
with  great  power  on  the  Protellants,  roufing  all  that 

bels  themfelves,  is  a  prefumption  that  they  thought  it  would  prove  too 
much  againft  the  King,  whofe  charadter  they  foon  found  it  necefiary, 
for  their  own  prefer vation,  to  fupport. 

Argument.  Nothing  could  more  obvioufly  be  pernicious  to  the  King's 
caufe  than  the  Irifh  rebellion,  becaufe  it  encrcafed  his  neceflities,  and 
rendered  him  ftill  more  dependant  on  the  parliament,  who  had  before 
lufficiently  lliewn  on  what  terms  they  would  aflift  him. 

Obfervation.  The  Irifh  rebellion  did  turn  out  to  be  very  pernicious  to 
the  King's  affairs,  but  this  happened  from  crofs  accidents  in  the  exe- 
cution, and  from  the  indilcretion  of  the  rebels,  circumflances  which 
could  not  appear  in  the  plan  of  the  infurredion.     The  plan,  as  them- 
felves declared,  was  no  lefs  than  that  of  reducing  all  the  Proteftants  in 
Ireland,  of  tranfporting  a  large  army  into  England,  and  by  the  force 
.     of  arms  to  eftablifh  the  free  cxercife  of  Popery  in  that  kingdom  *.  This 
projeft  was  not  a  chimerical  one  i  had  the  caftle  of  Dublin  not  been 
faved  by  the  timely  difcovcry  of  the  plot,    had  the  rebels  pofleffed 
themfelves  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  therein  lodged,  they  would 
have  found  no  refiftance  in  that  country,  and  might  with  great  eafe, 
after  the  flaughter  of  all  the  Proteftants,  have  tranlported  a  numerous 
army  into  England.     That  this  army,  when  united  to  the  large  body 
of  Englilh  Papifts,  and  others,  who,  like  themfelves,  were  champions 
for  the  royal  prerogative,  would  have  had  power  to  eftablifli,  by  force 
of  arms,  the  King's  authority  and  the  queen's  religion,  might  have  been 
the  conceit  of  no  mean  politician.     The  King's  projedt  of  rendering 
himfelf  defpotic,   at  the  very  period  when  it  was  in  a  manner  effeded, 
had  been  entirely  defeated  by  a  Scotch  invafion ;  and  as  this  invafion, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  ftaunch  Proteftants  in  England,  had  adled 
fo  powerfully  againft  him.  he  might  be  defirous  to  try  what  an  invafion 
of  Irifh  Papifts,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Englilh  Papifts,  and  his 
other  partizans,  might  aft  for  him.     But  had  the  plan  of  the  infurrec- 
tion  not  been  fo  fully  efteded  as  the  defign  of  it  promifed,  yet  the  Irifh 
rebellion  would  have  been  an  incident  very  much  in  favour  of  the  King, 
had  it  not  been  for  tlie  premature  declaration  of  the  rebels.     It  would 
have  enabled  him,  under  the  pretence  of  vindicating  his  legal  authority 
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latent  terror  and  averfion  which  the  pall  conducl  of  Ann.  1641. 
this  fca  had  imprefled  on  their  minds.      It  was  natu- 

and  defending  his  Proteftant  fubjeas,  to  have  exerted  that  prerogative 
which  was  fuppoled  to  be  yet  in  the  crown,  viz.  to  levy  an  army,  and  ^ 
take  on  himfelf  the  whole  condud  of  the  war.     With  the  opportunity 
this  would  have  given  him  to  treat  with  the  rebels  on  terms  favour- 
able to  their  purpofes  and  his  own,  terms  which  he  then  would  have 
had  power  to  effea: ;  with  the  opportunities  this  would  have  given  him, 
had  things  come  to  extremities,  of  uniting  himfelf,  with  all  his  train 
of  followers,  to  the  rebel  army  i  this  rebellion  might  have  procured 
him  many  fair  chances  to  have  effe6ted  thofe  fchemes  of  power,  the 
execution  of  which  the  Scotch  invafton  had  for  fome  time  poftponed. 
Nor  can  it  be  objeded,  that  Proteftants  would  not  have  co-operated 
with  Papifts  againft  Proteftants,  and  againft  the  fecurity  of  their  own 
religion :  the  contrary  is  evidenced  by  the  condud  of  the  marquis  of 
Ormond,  and  other  Proteftants  in  Ireland,  who  adually  joined  the  re- 
bel armv  ;  the  contrary  is  evidenced  by  the  condudt  of  that  party  which 
yet  adhered  to  the  King  in  England,  who  not  only  ftiewed  themfelves 
ready  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  Proteftant  brethren,  but  to  join  with 
theie  profefled  enemies  to  their  religion  in  a  caufe  fo  facred  as  the  right 
divine  of  defpotifm  in  princes.     That  the  King  was  deprived  of  the 
advantages  this  rebellion  promifed,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  indifcretion 
of  the  rebels  themfelves,  who  blabbed  out  that  which,  till  things  came  to 
maturity,  ought  to  have  been  an  inviolable  fecret,  viz.  that  the  King 
was  no  enemy  to  their  fchemes,  nor  was  it  their  intention  to  adt  againft 
his  power  and  government,  but  merely  againft  thofe  his  Proteftant  fub- 
jefts,  who  wiihed,  for  their  own  prefervation,    to  curtail  his  power. 
This  indifcretion  of  the  rebels,  which  difappointed  fuch  ends  by  giving 
the  parliament  a  pretence  to  take  on  themfelves  the  management  of 
the  Irifh  war,    is  lamented  in  the  following  remarkable  manner  by 
Charles's  great  partizan,  the  earl  of  Clarendon  *.     "  They  fooliftily, 
fays  he,  deprived  themfelves  of  that  protedion  and  mercy  which  his 
majefty  would  willingly  have  vouchfafed  them  for  their  redudlion  and 
prefervation." 

Argument.  The  inftant  the  King  heard  of  the  rebellion,  which  was  a 
very  few  days  after  its  commencement,  he  wrote  to  the  parliament, 

•  Clarendon's  Vindication  of  James  Duke  of  Ormondj  8vo  ed.  1756,  p.  17. 

N  2  ^nd 


92 

Ann.  1641. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

ral  for  the  people  to  look  on  the  authority  and  power 
of  the  parliament  to  be  their  only  fafeguard  from  the 

and  gave  over  to  them  the  management  of  the  war.     Had  he  built  any 
projefls  on  that  rebellion,  would  he  not  have  waited  Ibme  little  time 
'to  Ice  how  they  would  fucceed  ?    Would  he  prefcntly  have  adopted  a 
meafure  fo  obviouQy  hurtful  to  his  authority  ? 

Obfetvaiion.  The  King  did  recommend  to  the  parliament  the  cafe  of 
Ireland  very  loon  after  the  rebellion  commenced  ;  but  this  was  not  till 
he  found  himfelf  accufed  of  being  the  chief  promoter  of  this  rebellion, 
attended  with  circumftances  which  rendered  execrable  every  individual 
concerned  in  it  •,  it  was  not  till  after  the  parliament  by  their  committee 
had  given  him  Ihrewd  hints  that  they  believed  the  accufation.  The 
King  in  thefe  circumftances,  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  fo  foul  afufpi- 
cion,  was  obliged  to  recommend  the  care  of  Ireland  to  the  parliament ; 
which,  it  is  plain  by  his  after-condud,  he  did  not  mean  in  fo  large  a 
fenfe,  nor  fo  trenching  on  his  authority,  as  the  parliament  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  and  ufeful  to  interpret  it  in.  He  made  many  attempts  to  pro- 
cure to  himfelf  the  management  of  the  war,  attempts  which  were  ren- 
dered abortive  by  the  confidence  the  public  had  in  the  parliament,  and 
by  the  fufpicions  they  had  entertained  of  the  King,  and  not  by  the  vir- 
tue of  his  declaration,  that  he  recommended  to  the  parliam.ent  the  care 
of  Ireland  •,  a  declaration  he  might  on  many  pretences  have  retraced, 
had  not  the  accufation  of  being  principally  concerned  in  the  infurrec- 
tion  entirely  deprived  him  of  the  confidence  of  his  people. 

Argument.  What  can  be  imagined  to  be  the  King's  projects  ?  to  raife 
the  Irifh  to  arms,  I  fuppofe,  and  bring  them  over  to  England  for  his 
affiftance.  But  is  it  not  plain  that  the  King  never  intended  to  raife  war 
in  England  ?  had  that  been  his  intention,  would  he  have  rendered  the 
parliament  perpetual  ?  does  ft  not  appear,  by  the  whole  train  of  events, 
that  the  parliament  forced  him  into  a  war  ? 

Obfervation.  It  is  to  be  imagined,  that  the  King  would  have  been 
glad  of  aid  from  the  Irifh,  or  from  any  body  of  n\tn  who  would  have 
affifted  him  to  have  fubdued  the  parliament:  witnefs  his  fruitiefs  treaty 
with  the  Englilh  army  *,  witnefs  his  attempts  to  bribe  the  Scots,  wi'nefs 
his  letters  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  par- 
liarEent,  and  delircs  afllftance.     The  King  had  tried  various  ways,  but 
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terror  of  Popilli  plots  and  confpiracies  ;  it  was  natural  Ann.  1641. 
for  them  to  determine  that  a  rebellion,  fo  grateful  as 

without  fuccefs,  to  raife  an  oppofition  to  the  parliament.  The  aft  of 
continuing  the  parliament  was,  together  with  the  bill  of  Strafford's  at- 
tainder, extorted  from  him  by  the  united  voice,  or  rather  clamour,  of 
the  ptoplc,  on  the  difcovery  of  the  attempts  to  bring  the  army  againft 
the  parliament.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  King  was  in  a  capacity  to 
levy  war  at  this  time  \  it  was  not  till  after  this  period,  v^hen  the  death 
of  Strafford  had  alTuaged  the  envy  of  individuals,  that  he  could  unite 
tQ  himfelf  a  fufficient  number  of  partizans  to  entertain  any  thoughts  of 
attempting  hoftllities.  The  King  looked  on  his  fuppofed  prerogative  to 
be  io  facred  a  thing,  that  any  encroachment  on  it  was  a  fufficient  in- 
centive to  war  i  the  whole  condudt  of  this  parliament,  from  the  begin- 
nincT  to  the  end,  was  confcquently  regarded  by  the  King  as  forcing  him 
into' a  war,  which  war  he  certainly  would  have  entered  on  fooner,  had 
his  fituation  been  adequate  to  fuch  an  undertaking. 

Argument.  The  King  conveyed  to  the  juftices  intelligence  which  ought 
to  have  prevented  the  rebellion. 

Obfervation.  The  letter  here  referred  to  fpeaks  of  intelligence  from 
abroad,  as  if  a  rebellion  was  expefted  in  Ireland ;  its  date,  being  on 
the  fixteenth  of  March  1640,  fliews  it  to  have  been  written  in  the  very 
heat  of  Strafford's  profecution,  at  a  time  when  neither  the  King  nor  the 
Irifh  committee  were  at  leifure  to  think  of  confpiracies.  It  was  after 
this  period  that  the  cabal  is  fuppofed  to  have  commenced  between  the 
King  and  the  committee. 

Argument.  The  Irifli  Catholics,  in  all  their  future  tranfliflions  with, 
the  Kinrr,  where  they  endeavour  to  excufe  their  infurreclion,  never  had 
the  affurance  to  plead  his  commiflion :  even  among  themfelves  they 
dropped  that  pretext.  It  appears  that  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal  chiefly,  and 
he  only  at  firft,  promoted  that  impofture. 

Cbfervation.  The  Irifh  Catholics  foon  found  the  difadvantages  they 
had  incurred  from  pleading  the  King's  commifTion  j  that  by  throwing 
fo  foul  a  ftain  on  his  reputation,  they  had  difabled  him  from  affl)rdino- 
them  that  affiftance  and  protedion  he  was  oiherwife  well  inclined  xo 
do  :  this  is  a  good  reafon  both  for  their  not  pleading  the  commiiTion  ia 
their  public  tranfadions  vvith  the  King,  and  for  droppmg  the  pretext 
among  themfelves.     Had  they  found  that  fuppofed  forgery  to  be  necef- 
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Ann.  1641.    this  was  fuppofcd  to  bc  to  tlic  prevailing  faaion  at 
court,  would  not  be  fupprclled  b)  a  war  conduced  by 

fary  or  convenient  for  their  affairs,  it  would  have  been  very  eafy  for  them 

to  have  fupported  it  on  the  fame  authority  on  which  it  was  at  firft 

broached  i  viz.  the  great  feal  of  Scodand.     It  could  not  be  confciencC 

which  made  thefe  people  retrad  the  fallhood ;  for  through  the  wliole 

courfe  of  the  rebellion  they  never  Ihewed  the  leaft  kind  of  repentance 

for  all  the  rapacious,  bloody,  violent  deeds  they  had  committed ;  fins 

ot  a  much  deeper  dye  even  than  fuch  an  impofture.     Indeed  the  King 

looked  upon  this,  as  well  as  the  cruel  butchery  of  the  Proteftants,  as 

offences  of  fo  trivial  a  nature,  that,  by  the  cefiation  in  1643,  he  faved 

thefe  aflaffins,  both  of  his  charadler  and  his  people,  from  the  refentment 

of  thole  they  had  injured  ;  and  afterwards  united  himfelf  to  them  by  a 

firm  peace.     Sir  Phdim  O'Neal,  whofe  charader  was  as  deficient  in 

lenfe  as  humanity,  was  the  firft  man  who  boafted  of  this  commiffion  ; 

a  better  politician  would  have  been  filent.     But  he  is  not  the  only  one 

who  affertcd,  that  the  plan  of  the  infurredion  was  tranfmitted '  from 

England  *  :  Macmahon,  one  of  the  confpirators,  who  was  to  have  fur- 

prized  the  caflle  of  Dublin,  confeffed,  that  «  the  original  of  the  rebellion 

was  brought  to  them  out  of  England  by  the  Irilh  committee  employed 

to  his  majerty  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances." 

ylrgurmnt.   O'Neal  himfelf  confeffed  the  impoflure  at  his  trial  and 
execution. 

Obfer-jation.  Allowing  this  confeffion  to  bc  true,  fuch  a  retradation  is 
not  much  to  be  depended  on.  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal  mufl  have  been 
guilty  of  a  falfliood  cither  in  the  affertion  or  in  the  denial ;  and  though 
the  evidence  of  a  dying  perfon  is  in  general  of  great  weight  f,  yet,  as 
the  excellent  Algernoon  Sydney  ingenioufly  obferves  on  the  behaviour 
of  the  five  priefts  who  fuffered  for  the  Popifh  plot,  the  Papifls,  by  arts 
formerly  unknown  to  mankind,  have  found  ways  of  reconciling  falf- 
hood  in  the  utmoft  degree  with  the  hopes  of  falvation,  and  at  the  beft 
have  no  more  to  brag  of  than  that  they  have  made  men  die  with  lies  in 
their  mouths.  This  obfervation,  which  experience  fhews  to  have  been 
grounded  on  fad,  is  a  two-edged  weapon  againft  Sir  Phelim's  evidence. 
Is  it  to  be  fuppofcd,  that  a  perfon  fo  weak  and  fo  wicked  as  was  Sir  Phe- 
lim O'Neal,  guilty  of  thofe  execrable  barbarities  which  were  perpetrated 

•  Rufliworih,  vol. V.  p.  309.        f  Sydney's Difcourfcs  on  Government,  410 ed.  1 763. 
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that  facflion,  and  that  the  parliament  was  the  only  Ann.  1541. 
power  to  whom,  with  fafety  to  the  caufe  of  Religion 

on  the  Proteftants  in  Ireland,  guilty  of  fuch  robberies,  rapine,  and 
fpoil,  as  were  committed  in  that  country  by  his  exprefs  orders  and  for 
his  advantage,  guilty  of  many  manifeft  breaches  of  truft  and  violaiion 
of  oaths  and  treaties-,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  man  could  bc  fub- 
je<5l  to  the  delicate  feelings  and  nice  compun6lions  of  honour  ?  that  a 
man  who  had  inflided  on  the  living  injuries  of  the  moft  atrocious  na- 
ture,, (hould,  at  his  own  coft,  from  mere  motives  of  juftice,  exculpate 
the  injured  memory  of  the  dead  ?  It  is  to  be  imagined,  that  a  man  of 
Sir  Phelim  O'Neal's  character  would,  on  the  tremendous  otcafion  of  an 
execution,  give  up  his  fpiritual  concerns  entirely  to  the  management  of 
priefts,  and  that  the  balfam  of  prieft- craft  was  the  only  falve  forfo  fore 
a  confcience.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  caufe  of  the  Stewarts  was 
at  this  time  particularly  the  caufe  of  the  Papifts  •,  the  expedtation  of  this 
body  being  entirely  confined  to  the  reftoration  of  that  family  to  the  mo- 
narchy of  England. 

Argument,  It  is  ridiculous  to  mention  the  juftification  which  Charles 
II.  gave  to  the  marquis  of  Antrim,  as  if  he  had  acted  by  his  father's 
commiffion.  Antrim  had  no  hand  in  the  firft  rebellion  and  maffacre  ; 
he  joined  not  the  rebels  ull  two  years  after,  and  he  performed  important 
fervices  to  the  King  in  fending  over  a  body  of  men  to  Montrofe. 

Obfervation.  Antrim  *  was  in  open  rebellion  in  lefs  than  two  years  after 
its  commencement,  as  appears  by  the  declaration  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  dated  July  1643.  ^"^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  declaration  called  a  noto- 
rious rebel,  taken  and  imprifoned  by  the  Scotch  army  in  Ulfter.  Bor- 
lace,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Irifli  In  furred  ion,  obferves,  that  the  marquis 
of  Antrim,  from  the  beginning,  had  paffionately  fervcd  the  confederate 
Catholics  in  their  moft  intimate  concerns,  f  Antrim  was  of  a  very  mean 
undefftanding,  yet  exceedingly  given  to  projedts  and  undertakings  : 
He  had  fo  much  credit  at  court,  that  on  his  propofing,  in  1638,  under 
pretence  of  claim  to  part  of  the  earl  of  Argyll's  poffeflions,  to  invade 
his  territories,  Charles  wrote  over  to  Wentworth  to  furnifli  him  with 
arms  and  other  military  ftores  { •,  and  though  Wentworth  reprefented  to 
the  King,  that  he  neither  hoped  much  from  his  parts,  his  power,  or  his 
afiedions,  and  that  he  durft  not  communicate  his  demands  to  the  coun- 


•  Harris's  Life  of  Charles,  Svo  ed.  1758. 
X  Harris,  p.  34',  &  fcq. 
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Ann.  ,6|T.    and  Liberty,  it  could  be  committed.     Such  being  the 
aflcdions  and  I'uch  the  opinion  of  the  public,  on  an 

cil,  for  he  was  fare  they  never  would  advife  fuch  a  ftrcngth  to  h:  en- 
triifted  with  the  grandchild  of  the  earl  of  Tyrone,  yet  Charles  iiuiiled 
on  Wentworth's  encouraging,  countenancin^j,  and  alFilting  Antniii  in 
his  undertaking  •,  and,  though  he  was  a  Roman  Caiholic,  to  find  iome 
way  to  furnifti  him  with  arms.     Upon  the  receipt  of  the  King's  com- 
mand. Antrim  railed  the  Irilh  clans,  the  O'Neals,  theO'i.aras,  the 
O'Lurgans,  the  Macgennilles,    the  Macguires,    the  Macmahois,  the 
Macdo'^nels,  O's  and  Macs  in  luch  numbers,  Wentworth  wrote,  as 
would  ftartle  a  whole  council-board,  and  required  ihcm,  in  the  Kmg*s 
name,  to  meet  him  with  their  forces-,  fo  that  the  bufinefs  became  the 
common  dilcourfe  of  the  whole   kingdom.     It  muft   be  owned,  that 
Charles  II.*s  juftification  of  this  man,  who  had  been  enp:  c^ed  in  niany 
murders  and"  viUanics,  is  very  extraordmary  *.    "  Befides  the  letters  and 
orders  under  the  King's  own  hand,  writes  he  to  the  marquis  ot  Onnond, 
there  is  lufficient  evidence  of  Icvcral  private  mt;ffages  and  diredions 
rent  from  our  roval  tathcr,  and  our  royal  mother,  with  the  privity  and 
with  the  directions  of  the  King  our  tather,  by  which   the  referees  are 
perfuaded,  that  whatever  inielligencc,  correipondence,  or  aftings,  the 
laid  marquis  had  with  the  confederate  Irilh  Catholics,  was  direded  or 
allowed  by  the  faid  letters,  inltructiuns,  and  directions :  and  tiiat  it  ma- 
nifeitly  appears  to  them,  that  the  King  our  father  was  well  plcafed 
With  what  the  marquis  did,  and  ;.pproved  the  fame.     We  cannot  in 
juftice  but,  upon  the  petition  of  the  marquis  of  Antrim,  and  after  the 
fcrious  and  ftrict  inquiiition  into  his  actions,  declare  unto  you,  that  we 
do  find  him  innocent  trom  any  malice  or  rebclliuus  purpofe  againft  t!ie 
crown-,  and  that  what  he  did  oy  Nvay  of  correlpondence  or  compliance 
^Uh  the  Inlh  rcbcs,  wa.  in  order  to  the  fervi.e  of  our  royal  father 
and  warranted  by  luo  uutructions,  and  the  trull  repofed  in  him  ;  and 
that  the  benefit  thereof  accrued  to  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  and  not  to  - 
the  parti.ubr  advantage  an.  credit  of  the  marquis."     Clarendon,  who, 
durL  the  whole  coune  of  the  civil  wars,  had  entered  into  all  the 
ourMnr.r,gues,  and  managed  the  King's  alTairs,  was  nettled  at  this  llur 
on  his  own  refutation,  and  .ould  have  lejeded  Antrn.'s  petition    o 
exam  ne  the  s" rran.s  he  had  ac^ed  on,  faying,  it  was  a  high  indigm  y 
Lr  memory  of  the  late  King-,  and  that  n  any  perf.n  had  pretended 

•  Buruei's  Iliftory  of  His  Own  Tinic<.  vol.  I.  p.  40.  Sc  fcq.  ^ 
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CN-prcffion  falling  from  the  King,  that  he  committed  An..  .6,,. 

to  affirm  fuch  a  thing  at  Oxford,  he  would  either  have  been  fevcrdy 
punifhed,  or  th.  King  would  have  had  a  thiji  cojrt.  Die  ca:.  ot 
Northombcriand,  one  of  the  committee  of  council  appointed  to  cxa- 
mine  the  warrant  Antrim  had  aded  on,  rcfufed  to  fign  a  report  in  his 
favour-,  and  faid,  he  was  forry  he  had  produced  fuch  warrants ^  but 
l>e  did  not  believe  any  warrant  from  the  King  or  queen  cou.d  juau> 
fo  much  bbodlhed.  Northumberland's  example  was  followed  by  the 
reft  of  the  committee-,  and  the  King  was  obliged  to  wnte  the  tore- 
mentioned  letter  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  telling  "'"f  ■  ^l^f .  A""'"' '"^l 
16  fully  vindicated  himfelf,  that  he  muft  get  him  included  in  the  att  o£ 

indemnity. 

The  following  Jrgum:ni  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  King  i  viz. 
Suppofin-  he  did  excite  the  Irilh  to  arms,  would  he  have  cxpoled  him- 
felf  to  a  difcovery  by  granting  them  a  commiflion  to  rile,  under  the 
great  feal  of  Scotland  ?  - 

Obfervation.  The  Irilh  might  have  refufed  to  engage  in  the  under- 
taking  without  fuch  a  token  of  the  King's  approbation.  Charles  was 
himlelf  of  an  enterprizing  genius-,  and  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
though  he  greatly  afFeaed  arbitrary  power  over  his  people,  he  paid  an 
impUcit  obedience  to  the  will  of  his  wife,  a  woman  who  was  the  very 
quinteflence  of  intrigue,  and  whofe  pride  and  bigotry  had  been  greatly 
provoked  by  the  power  and  condudt  of  the  parliament.  From  the  vio- 
lence of  her  dilpofition  it  is  to  be  fuppoied,  that  (lie  would  have  en- 
gaged  her  hufband  to  run  any  ride  rather  than  render  abortive  a  defi^m 
which  promiled  fair  both  to  inveft  her  with  arbitrary  power,  and  to 
re-eftablifh  in  Great  Britain  the  holy  religion.  That  Charles  was  capa- 
ble of  being  guilty  of  imprudences  of  this  nature,  his  treaty  with  the 
army  to  oppofe  the  parliament,  to  which  he  figned  his  name  in  token  ot 
his  approbation^of  fuch  an  attempt,  is  a  proot. 

It  muft  be  owned  that  the  queftion.  Whether  Charles  was  or  was 
not  guilty  of  granting  a  commiQion  to  the  rebels  to  rife,  is  involved  in 
great  doubts  and  difficulties.  This  parliament,  the  moft  auguft  affem- 
bly  that  hiftory  can  boaft,  in  their  vote  for  no  more  addreffss  (in  which, 
for  the  manifold  crimes  Charles  had  committed  againrt  his  people,  they 
abfolve  them  from  any  farther  allegiance)  gives  it  clearly  againft  him. 
Milton,  an  author  of  the  moft  r^fpeftable  character,  both  in  regard  to 
iudcrment  and  integrity,  is  of  the  fame  opinion  j  as  is  alfo  the  author 
^    Vol,  IIL  O  of 
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Ann.  1641.  the  care  of  Ireland  to  the  Englilli  parliament  *,  that 
aflembly,  affedling  to  interpret  it  in  an  unlimited 
fenfe,  aflUmed  the  entire  management  of  the  war  f^ 

of  the  Myftery  of  Iniquity,  a  fenfible  and  ingenious  trad,  publiHied  ia 
the  year  1643;  with  other  writers  of  note  and  reputation.  On  the 
other  fide»  many  authors  of  judgment  and  candor,  on  various  grounds, 
exculpate  him  from  this  accuritlon.  The  aiithor  of  this  hiftory  leaves 
k  entirely  to  the  candor  of  the  reader,  without  prefuming  to  give  any 
judgment  on  fo  tender  and  difficult  a  point. 

The  nature  of  the  above  argurfient  obliged  the  author,  contrary  to- 

her  cuftom,  to  mention  three  tads  before  their  regular  luccefTion  ;  viz. 

The  declaration  of  the  parliament  for  no  more  addrcfles.  Sir  Phelim 

O'Neal's  execution,    and  Charles  IL's  juftidcatian  of  the  marquis  of 

^       Ormond. 

♦  The  parliament  gave  Inftrudions  to  their  committee  to  inform  the 
King,  that  they  looked  upon  the  confpiracy  in  Ireland  to  be  the  effedl 
of  the  fame  counfcls  which  had  fo  long  diftraded  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  that  if  perfons  of  fuch  aims  fliould  ftill  continue  in  credit  and 
authority,  the  great  aids  which  they  would  be  forced  to  draw  from  the 
people  for  fubduing  the  rebellion  would  be  employed  for  the  foment- 
ing it,  and  encouraging  the  like  attempts  in  England  -,  that  if  his  ma- 
jclly  would  not  condefcend  to  their  petition  of  employing  fuch  councils- 
and  miniftry  as  fhould  be  approved  of  by  pariiament,  they  fliould  be 
obliged,  in  difcharge  of  their  truft,  to  refolve  upon  fome  way  of  de- 
fending Ireland,  as  fliould  concur  to  the  fecuring  thcmfelves  from  the 
mifchievous  councils  and  dcfigns  which  had  lately  been,  and  ftiill  were,, 
in  pradice  and  agitation  againft  them.     The  Englifli  parliament  paid 
all  that  deference  to  the  authority  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland  which 
they  expedcd  fliould  be  paid  to  them  :  They  advifed.the  King,  that 
one  regiment,  confifting  of  a  thoufand   men,  fliould  be  immediately 
tranfported  into  the  northern  parts  of  Ireland  ;  but  this  was  to  be  done 
by  the  council  and  authority  of  his  parliament  in  Scotland,  to  be  pro- 
vided in  a  maiyier,  and  commanded,  as  fliould  feem  bell  to  their  great 
wifdom  and  experience.     Rujhwcrth^  vol.  IV.  p.  423*  ^  M- 

f  As  the  rebels,    by  an  unprecedented  piece  of  indifcretion,  had 
thought  fit  to  plead  the  King's  commiffion  for  the  enormities  they  had 

com- 
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and  at  once  difarmed  the  crown  of  that  part  of  the  Ann.  1641- 
executive  power  which,  on  this  occafion,    had  been 
univerfally  apprehended. 

•     Fresh  intelligence  coming  from  Ireland  of  the  ex- Temple, ^^^^ 
ceeding  fpreading  of  that  rebellion,  with  the  cmel- p.isj.&ieci. 
ties  in  which  it  was  every  where  fignalized,  the  houfe 
of  Commons  came  to  the  following  refolutions :  That 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  forthwith  raifed  for 
the   prefent  occafions   of  Ireland :  That  a  convenient  ^^:^'^-^^^!^ 
number  of  fliips  be  fupplied  for  guarding   its  coails  :  voi.ii.p.304. 
That  fix  thoufand  horfe   and  two  thoufand    foot   be 
raifed  for  a   prefent  expedition   into  Ireland  *  :   That 

committed,  he  was  obliged  paflively  to  fubmit  to  what  undoubtedly  he 
thouc^ht  an  ufurpation  j  lefl:  oppofition  fliould  render  him  fufpeded  of 
favouring  the  progrefs  of  the  rebellion. 

Clarendon,  as  is  ellewhere  fliewn,  laments  the  inconveniences  both 
the  King  and  the  rebels  incurred  from  this  piece  of  indifcretion,  in  a 
very  remarkable  manner,  and  fays,  "  That  report  raifed  by  the  Irifli  , 

Catholics,  of  the  King's  being  a  party  in  the  infurredion,  obliged  him 
to  commit  the  whole  management  of  the  war  to  his  two  houfes  of  par- 
liament j  who,  if  any  thing  was  propofed  of  over  much  rigor,  if  the 
Kinfy  made  any  fcruple  or  paufe  in  giving  his  confent  to  the  fame,  they 
ftraight  declared,  they  were  obftruded  in  fending  relief  to  Ireland ;  and 
publiflicd  fome  particular  relations  of  the  lamentable  and  inhuman  maf- 
facre  made  there  by  the  Irifli,  which  were  confirmed  by  multitudes  of 
miferable  undone  people  who  landed  from  thence  in  leveral  places  of 
England,  who  reported  the  rebels  difcourfes  of  executing  all  by  the 
King's  diredions  i  fo  tliat  indeed  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  deny  what 
they  thought  fit  to  lay  was  neceflfary  for  the  good  work."  ClarendorCs 
Vindication  of  Ormor.d^  p.  1 6,  ^  feq^. 

*  A  report  was  brought  in  from  the  committee  of  Irifli  alTairs,  that 
the  pay  of  a«regiment  of  one  thoufand  foot,  together  with  the  officers^ 
v/ould  aa  ount  to  nineteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  one  pounds  per 
^nnum  i  fix  hundred  horfe  to  thirty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
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Ann.  1641.  magazines  of  viduals  be  forthwith  provided  at  Wcfl- 
Chcfter,  to  be  fent  over  to  Dublin  as  the  occafion  of 
that  kingdom  fliall  require:  That  the  magazines  of 
arms,  &c.  now  in  Carliflc,  fliall  be  forthwith  font 
over  *  I  That  the  earl  of  Newport,  mailer  of  the  ord- 
nance, fliall  have  power  to  fend  his  commands,  and 
iilue  forth  warrants  for  the  bringing  up  the  magazine 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  remaininc:  now  in  Kine- 

itoui.p.643.  fton  upon  Hull,  unto  the  Tower  of  London,  for  the 
fecuring  the  kingdom :  That  directions  fliall  be  given 
for  the  drawing  a  bill  for  the  prefling  of  men  for  tliQ 
Irifli  fervice  f. 


ten  pounds ;  and  the  general  officers  of  the  field  to  nineteen  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds.  It  was  ordered  by  the  Commons^ 
that  the  proteftation  Ihould  be  taken  by  all  offictrs  and  commanders, 
before  they  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Ireland.  Naifon,  vol.  II. 
p.  642,  652. 

*  Letters  arrived  from  Ireland,  dated  the  twenty-fifth  of  November, 
in  which  the  juftices  gaye  thanks  to  the  parliament  for  their  care  in 
fending  over  provifions  and  money.  The  fame  letters  intimated,  that 
the  rebellion  grew  every  day  more  general ;  that  the  rebels  were  come 
within  four  miles  of  Dublin  -,  that  they  acknowledged  the  King  for 
their  fovereign  -,  and,  by  the  mouth  of  the  lord  Dillon,  vifcount  Cofti- 
lough,  had  fent  in  fome  high  demands  concerning  the  repeal  of  the 
penal  laws  againft  Recufants,  and  farther  immunities  relpedting  the 
irifh.     Rujbwortb,  vol.  IV. 

-f-  The  difpatches  from  the  juftices,  which  brought  this  intelligence, 
were  dated  the  fifth  of  November.  In  their  letter  to  the  council  they 
reprefented  the  great  progrefs  the  rebellion  had  in  a  few  days  made,  and 
the  outrages  the  rebels  had  committed  on  the  Britifli  inhabitants  in 
Ulfter;  that  they  had  fcized  upon  all  their  eftates  and  houfes  in  five 
counties  of  that  province,  detained  many  of  the  principal  geptlemen 
prifoners,  and  had  already  flain  many  mod  barbaroufly  j  tjiat  the  rebel- 
lion began  to  diffufe  itfelf  in  other  counties ;  that  they  conceived  there 
could  be  no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  who  had  already  declared  them- 
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The  King,  having,  at  the  expence  of  many  of  his 
prerogatives,  endeavoured  to  gain  at  leall  a  neutrality 
from  the  Scots,  in  the  contcil  likely  to  enfuc  betv^^ecn 
him  and  his  Englifli  fubjcvfls,  put  an  end  to  their 
parliament ;  and  taking  a  kind  farewel  of  his  coun- 
trymen, returned  to  London  *.  His  entrance  into 
this  city  was  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  November.  By 
the  indefatigable  pains  and  intrigues  of  Sir  Richard 
.  Gurnay,  the  lord-mayor,  a  bigoted  royalifl,  he  was 
received  and  feailed  with  great  oflentation  of  public 
joy ;  nor  was  there  wanting  any  kind  of  expence, 
parade,  and  pageantry,  to  render  the  compliment  per- 
fectly agreeable  f.  '  , 

felves  in  the  rebellion  ;  and  that  they  underflood  their  defign  was,  hav- 
ing got  Dundalke,  to  take  in  Drogheda,  and  fo  to  come  up  immediately 
to  beficge  the  caftle  of  Dublin.     Rujhwcrth,  vol.  IV. 

*  On  the  return  of  the  commiflioners  from  Scotland,  they  were  thanked 
by  their  refpeclivc  houfes  for  having  faithfully  difcharged  the  trufl  which 
had  been  repofed  in  them.     Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  674. 

f  The'  queen  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  that  the  King  Ihould 
be  received  with  a  more  than  ordinary  magnificence,  on  purpofeto  mor- 
tify the  parliament.     It  ferved  to  raife  the  fpirics  of  the  King's  party,. 
•  who  bragged  loudly  that  the  city  was  weary  of  the  parliament,  and 

would  be  ready  to  join  with  the  King  againft  them The  King,  in 

anfwer  to  a  pompous  fpeech  of  th-^  recorder,  makes  the  following  felf- 
ilattering  obfervation  :  «  That  he  now  fees  the  inclinations  of  the  bet- 
ter and  main  part  of  the  city  had  been  ever  loyal  aYid  affedionate  to  his 
perfon  and  government;  and  that  the  tumults  and  difcords  had  only 

rifen  from  the  meaner  fort  of  people." The  kind  of  demonRrations 

of  applaufe  which  the  King  met  with,  are  commonly  extorted  from  the 
fottifh  multitude  by  a  variety  of  ftate  tricks ;  therefore  are  not  true 
flandards  to  judge  of  the  real  afteclions  of  the  public  towards  their 
governors.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  King,  with  an  intent  to  ca- 
jole the  city,  told  them,  that  he  gave  them  back  that  part  of  London- 
derry 
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Ann.  1641.  Charles  was  fo  elevated  on  tlicfc  demonftrationg 
fhe  paHia "  ^^  afTcaion,  whicli  he  looked  on  to  be  general  and 
TuTrd!"^  '^'"  ^^i^ccre,  that  he  at  once  re-alTumed  his  former  haughty 
Pari  Hin.  condud ;  and  the  firft  ftep  he  took  after  his  return 
p,5i,&feq.  \Yas  to  difiiiifs  the  guard  which  the  parliament  had 
appointed  for  their  fccurity  *.     Sir  William  Balfour, 

derry  which  had  been  formerly  eviaed  from  them.  This  was  a  pretty 
extraordinary  prefent  -,  fince  the  houfe  of  Commons,  by  condemning 
the  judgment  as  illegal  which  pafled  that  evi^ion,  had  repoflfcfled  them"! 
Vol.  III.  of  this  Hiftory,  p.  20. 

•  On  the  parliament's  expoftulating  with  the  King  on  this  difmiffion 
he  fent  them  word,  that  it  was  his  royal  pleafure  the  guard  fhould  be 
diflblvedj  his  prefencc  would  protect  them;  he  knew  they  had  no 
cayfc  to  fear ;  but  he  was  lb  tender  of  their  fafety,  that,  to  fecure 
them  not  only  from  real  but  imaginary  dangers,  he  would  command 
the  earl  of  Dorfct  to  appoint  fome  of  the  trained-bands,  for  a  few  days 
only,  to  wait  on  both  houfes.  The  houfe  of  Commons  paffed  an  or- 
der. That  the  guards  the  King  appointed  Ihould  be  difmifled,  and 
that  the  conftable  of  Weftminfter  Ihould  appoint  a  ftrong  and  fufficient 
watch  in  their  ftead.  They  gave  the  following  reafons  for  their  fears  j 
VIZ.  The  numbers  of  fufpicious  diforderly  perfons,  efpecially  Irilh, 
lurking  about  London  ;  the  plot  in  Scotland  againft  the  lives  of  three 
members  of  parliament,  fpoken  of  here  before  it  happened  there,  with 
an  intimation  that  the  like  was  intended  againft  divers  members  of  both 
houlcs  here;  the  former  plot  againft  the  Englifti  parliament-,  the  con- 
fpiracy  and  malTacre  in  Ireland,  conduded  with  fuch  fecrecy,  that,  but 
for  the  providential  difcovery  at  Dublin,  it  had  been  executed  in  one 
day  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  fome  of  the  chief  confpirators  have 
confeffed  that  the  like  was  intended  in  England  and  Scotland  ;  feveral 
advices  from  abroad  of  defigns  againft  religion,  and  the  parliaments  of 
Scotland  and  England ;  the  fecrct  meetings,  confutations,  and  devo- 
tions of  Papifts,  for  the  fuccefs  of  fome  great  defign  in  hand ;  from 
divers  examinations  taken  of  their  dangerous  fpeeches,  they  did  con- 
ceive  there  was  juft  caufe  to  apprehend  fome  wicked  and  mifchievous 
pradlice  to  interrupt  the  peaceable  proceedings  of  parliament  ftill  in 
hand  ;  hut  rather  than  admit  of  fo  dangerous  a  precedent  as  to  have 
a  guard  appointed  them  under  the  command  of  any  perfon  themfelves 

fhould 
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who  had  been  faithful  to  the  tnift  repofed  in  him  by  Ann.  1641. 
parliament,  was  deprived  of  his  office  of  lieutenant  luJIow,  p.  8. 

fhould  npt  choofe,  they  would  run  any  hazard  :  but  they  left  it  to  his 
majefty  to  confider,  whether  it  will  not  be  fit  to  fuffcr  his  high  court 
of  parliament  to  enjoy  that  privilege  of  providing  for  their  own  fafety,. 
which  was  never  denied  inferior  courts. 

Some  little  time  before  the  King's  return  from  Scotland,  one  Beale,. 
a  taylor,  informed  the  houfe  of  Commons,  thar,  walking  in  the  fields, 
he  had  overheard  certain  perfons  diicourfing  of  a  dangerous  confpiracy ; 
that  one  hundred  and  eight  ruffians  were  hired  to  murder  one  hundred 
and  eight  of  the  Puritan  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  -,  and 
diat  when  the  city  of  London  ftiould  be  in  an  uproar  on  this  aflaffina- 
tion,  which  was  appointed  to  be  perpetrated  on  the  eighteenth  of  No- 
vember, there  were  to  be  rifings  of  Papifts  in  fix  feveral  parts  of  the 
land,  viz.  in  Warwickfiiire,  Worcefterftiire,  Lancaftiire,  and  two  other 
places,  which  he  remembers  not;  that  he  had  heard  one  Philips,  Mr^ 
Sheldon  (a  Papift),  and  two  priefl^,  father  Jones  and  father  Andrews, 
mentioned  as  being  concerned  in  the  plot.     This  information  being 
fent  to  the  Lords*  orders  were  ifliied  for  feizing  the  perfons  of  Jones 
and  Andrev/s,  and  other  feminary  priefts  and  Jefuits ;  that  Mr.  Shel- 
don and  his  fon  fliould  bz  taken  inio  fafe  cuftody  -,  and  that  the  de- 
puty-lieutenants of  Worcefter,  &c.  have  a  charge  to  fecure  the  faid 
counties.     An  ordinance  paflcd  both  houfes  for  putting  the  kingdom 
immediately  into  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  that  the  earl  of  EfTex  ftiould 
command  the  trained-bands  on  the  South  fide,  and  the  earl  of  Holland 
on  the  North  fide,  the  Trent.     The  Commons  defired  the  Lords  to^ 
join  with  them  in  the  nominating  particular  men  of  truft  to  take  care 
of  the  militia,  and   that  the  perfons  of  Recufants  ftiould  be  fecured  : 
It  was  fome  time  before  the  Lords  agreed  to  this  article,  and  then 
with  fome  reftricStions,  that  it  ftiould  only  take  place  on  thofe  who  were 
the  moft  adive  and  exceptionable  of  that  body.     The  Commons  pafilxi 
an  order.  That  all  Papifts  fliould  leave  the  town,  under  pain  of  being, 
proceeded  againft  according  to  law :  the  fame  directions  were  fent  ta 
the  mayor  of  Berwick.     Lord  Strange,  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Lanca- 
Ihire,  confirmed  the  fufpicions  of  the  public  by  writing  word,  that: 
there  was  great  need  to  look  after  Lancafliire.     It  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  but  that  the  popular  party  in  both  houfes  made  a  politic  ufe  of 
thefe  rumours,  and  that  their  fears  v/ere  not  fo  ftrong  as  they  pretended  v 

but 
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of  the  Tower  ;  and  one  Lunsford,  a  foldicr  of  fortune 
of  a  profligate  charadcr,  put  in  his  phicc  *.  The 
feals  were  taken  from  Sir  Henry  Vane  '[ ;  and  a  pro- 
clamation was  iiliied  for  obedience  to  the  laws  for 
cRablifliing  the  true  religion  in  England!.  Falkland, 
Culpepper,  Hyde,  Caplc,  and  other  diilinguifiied  mem- 
bers of  the  lower  houfe,  who  had  hitherto  concealed 
their  change  of  fentiments  with  great  induHry,  made 
no  fcruplc  to  avow  their  apoPtacy  from  the  popular 
taufe  ;  and  not  only  declaimed  againil  the  proceed- 
ings of  its  leaders,   hut  lidcd  with  the  court  in  every 

but  that  the  parliament  was  totally  void  of  fiifpicions,  is,  I  think,  as  im. 
probable.  'I'he  votes  which  paflcd  on  theie  occafions  were  pretty  una- 
nimous i  and  when  the  apprehenlions  of  men  are  alarjrcd  with  real 
dangers,  every  flight  appearance  has  its  effed.     NaJfon,  vol.  II.  p.  646, 

tf  feq,  654,  6b 8. 

• 

*  He  was  a  perfon  of  great  licence,  and  only  known  by  fome  defpe- 
rate  ads,  for  which  he  had  formerly  been  impriloncd,  and,  having 
made  his  cfcape,  fled  the  kingdom.  One  of  thefe  defperate  afls  was 
an  attempt  to  murder  Sir  Thomas  Pelham.  On  being  challenged  for 
an  afiVont  he  had  given  to  one  captain  Duller,  he  refufed  to  give  him 
the  fdtisfadlion  he  demanded,  but  lent  him  word  he  would  cut  his 
throat.     Clanndon^s  Hijlory^  vol.  I.  p.  262.     NaJfou^  vol.11,  p.  774. 

-f  The  King  had  before  deprived  him  of  the  oflice  of  treafurer  of 
the  houfliold,  and  conferred  it  on  the  lord  Saville.  Saville  had  been 
promikd  the  prefidentfliip  of  the  North,  if  that  commiflion  had  not 
been  declared  illegal.     CLirendorij  vol.  I.  p.  255. 

J  By  the  True  Religion  was  meant  all  thole  ceremonies  which  the 
Commons  had  by  ordinance  forbidden,  and  a  conformity  to  the  prefent 
form  of  divine  worfliip,  though  ic  was  repugnant  to  the  confciences  of 
the  greater  number  of  the  people,  and  had  been  acknowledged  to  need 
alteration,  by  a  committee  of  bifliops  and  other  divines,  who  had  been 
appointed  by  the  houfe  of  Lords  to  conlider  on  the  matter.  Nal/hn, 
vol.  II.  p.  765. 
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queftion.  The  houfe  of  Lords  had  lately  been  very  Ann.  1641. 
refractory:  they  had  given  the  Commons  no  fatis- 
fadion  on  the  cxclufion-bill,  nor  yet  in  their  demand 
for  fequeflering  the  fixteen  impeached  bifliops  ;  and 
had  made  fome  objecSlions  to  the  bill  for  preffing  fol- 
diers  for  the  Iriili  fervice  *. 

These  circumftances  irritated,  but  did  not  intimi- 
date, the  leaders  of  the  oppofuion.     They  knew  the 
flrength  of  their  popularity,  and  were  determined  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  people.      A  remonilrance  was  ^^f,' x"p%o, 
accordingly  drawn  up  t  •  It  contained  the  flate  of  the  &  ^eq. 

*  Differences  had  gone  fo  far  between  the  two  houfes,  that,  in  a 
conference  on  the  fore-mentioned  fubjecls,  the  Lords  were  given  to  un- 
derfl:and,  that  if  they  would  not  confent  to  the  pafllng  the  bill  the  Com- 
mons had  already  fent  up,  and  fome  others  neceflfary  for  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  the  kingdom,  that  the  Commons  (being  the  repre- 
fentative  body  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  their  lordfliips  being  but  as 
particular  perfons,  and  coming  to  parliament  in  a  particular  capacity) 
might  join  with  thofe  Lords  who  were  fenfible  of  the  public  danger, 
and  reprefent  the  fame  unto  his  majefl:y. 

-f-  Clarendon  fays,  that  a  committee  had  been  appointed  to  prepare 
a  general  remonfl:rance  of  the  fl:ate  of  the  nation,  and  the  particular 
grievances  ic  had  fufl:ained  on  the  firft  meeting  of  the  parliament ;  but 
it  fcarce  met,  and  was  never  fpoken  of  till  the  re-meeting  of  the  par- 
liament, after  the  plot  in  Scotland,  when  Mr.  Strode  moved,  that  that 
committee  might  be  revived.  Hacker,  in  his  Life  of  Bifhop  Williams, 
fays.  That  the  remonftrance  was  moulded  in  Mr.  Pym's  houfe;  that 
Williams  (who  had  corrupted  Pym's  lervant,  who  had  been  fent  to 
him  concerning  his  craife  in  the  Star-Chamber,  which  was  intended  to 
be  exhibited  amongft  other  irregularities)  had  gotten  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  defign  of  the  party,  and  had  perluadcd  the  King;  not  to 
go  among  the  Scots,  who  he  knew,  he  faid,  would  reveal  to  their 
friends  in  England  all  the  King  told  them,  but  to  ftay  at  home,  and  en- 
deavour to  corrupt  the  members  of  the  Englilh  parliament  man  by  man. 
Clar.HiJi.  vol.  1.  p.  239.  Racket's  Life  of  IVilliams,  fol.ed.  part  II.  p.  1 6^, 
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Ann.  1641.  of  the  Towcr  *,  and  one  Lunsford,  a  foldier  of  fortune 
of  a  profligate  characlcr,  put  in  his  place  *.  The 
feals  were  taken  from  Sir  Kcnry  Vane  f ;  and  a  pro- 
clamation was  ifllied  for  obedience  to  the  laws  for 
cflablifhing  the  true  religion  in  England  J.  Falkland, 
Culpepper,  Hyde,  Caple,  and  other  diftinguiflied  mem- 
bers of  the  lower  houfe,  who  had  hitherto  concealed 
their  change  of  fentiments  with  great  induflry,  made 
no  fcruple  to  avow  their  apoflacy  from  the  popular 
taufe ;  and  not  only  declaimed  againfl  the  proceed- 
ings of  its  leaders,  but  lidcd  with  the  court  in  every 

but  that  the  parliament  was  totally  void  of  fufpicions,  is,  I  think,  as  im. 
probable.  The  votes  which  pafled  on  thefe  occafions  were  pretty  una- 
r.imous  •,  and  when  the  apprehenfions  of  men  are  alar.'ned  with  real 
dangers,  every  flight  appearance  has  its  cffcdt.     Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  646, 

t?  feq,  654,  688. 

• 

•  He  was  a  perfon  of  great  licence,  and  only  known  by  fome  defpe- 
rate  a6ts,  for  which  he  had  formerly  been  imprifoncd,  and,  having 
made  his  efcape,  fled  the  kingdom.  One  of  thefe  defperate  adls  was 
an  attempt  to  murder  Sir  Thomas  Pelham.  On  being  challenged  for 
an  aflfront  he  had  given  to  one  captain  Buller,  he  refufed  to  give  him 
the  fatisfadion  he  demanded,  but  fent  him  word  ha.  -would  cut  his 
throat.     Clarendon^s  Hijiory,  vol.  I.  p.  262.     Nalfon^  vol.  II.  p.  774. 

-f-  The  King  had  before  deprived  him  of  the  ofike  of  treafurer  of 
the  houfliold,  and  conferred  it  on  the  lord  Saville.  Saville  had  been 
promifcd  the  prefidentfliip  of  the  North,  if  that  commiflion  had  not 
been  declared  illegal.     Clarendcn,  vol.  I.  p.  255. 

J  By  the  True  Religion  was  meant  all  thole  ceremonies  which  the 
Commons  had  by  ordinance  forbidden,  and  a  conformity  to  the  prefent 
.  form  of  divine  worftiip,  though  it  was  repiignant  to  the  confciences  of 
the  greater  number  of  the  people,  and  had  been  acknowledged  to  need 
alteration,  by  a  committee  of  bifliops  and  other  divines,  who  had  been 
appointed  by  the  houfe  of  Lords  to  confider  on  the  matter.  Nalfon, 
vol.  II.  p.  765. 
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queftion.  The  houfe  of  Lords  had  lately  been  very  Ann.  1641. 
refradlory:  they  had  given  the  Commons  no  Satis- 
faction on  the  exclufion-bill,  nor  yet  in  their  demand 
for  fequeilering  the  fixteen  impeached  bifhops  ;  and 
had  made  fome  objedlions  to  the  bill  for  preffing  fol- 
diers  for  the  Irifli  fervice  *. 


)i 


These  circumftances  irritated,  but  did  not  intimi- 
date, the  leaders  of  the  oppofition.     They  knew  the 
flrength  of  their  popularity,  and  were  determined  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  people.     A  remonftrance  was  ^^^f' x™  go, 
accordingly  drawn  up  f  •  It  contained  the  ftate  of  the  &  feq- 

*  Differences  had  gone  fo  far  between  the  two  houfes,  that,  in  a 
conference  on  the  fore- mentioned  fubje<5ts,  the  Lords  were  given  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  they  would  not  confent  to  the  pafling  the  bill  the  Com- 
mons had  already  fent  up,  and  fome  others  neceffary  for  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  the  kingdom,  that  the  Commons  (being  the  repre- 
fentative  body  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  their  lordfhips  being  but  as 
particular  perfons,  and  coming  to  parliament  in  a  particular  capacity) 
might  join  with  thofe  Lords  who  were  fenfible  of  the  public  danger, 
and  reprefent  the  fame  unto  his  majefty. 

-f-  Clarendon  fays,  that  a  committee  had  been  appointed  to  prepare 
a  general  remonftrance  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  the  particular 
grievances  it  had  fuftained  on  the  firft  meeting  of  the  parliament ;  but 
it  fcarce  met,  and  was  never  fpoken  of  till  the  re-meeting  of  the  par- 
liament, after  the  plot  in  Scotland,  when  Mr.  Strode  moved,  that  that 
committee  might  be  revived.  Hacket,  in  his  Life  of  Biftiop  Williams, 
fays.  That  the  remonftrance  was  moulded  in  Mr.  Pym's  houfe ;  that 
"Williams  (who  had  corrupted  Pym's  fervant,  who  had  been  fent  to 
him  concerning  his  caufe  in  the  Star-Chamber,  which  was  intended  to 
be  exhibited  amongft  other  irregularities)  had  gotten  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  defign  of  the  party,  and  had  perfuaded  the  King  not  to 
go  among  the  Scots,  who  he  knew,  he  faid,  would  reveal  to  their 
friends  in  England  all  the  King  told  them,  but  to  ftay  at  home,  and  en- 
deavour to  corrupt  the  members  of  the  Englilh  parliament  man  by  man. 
Clar.Hift.  vol  1.  p.  239.  Racket's  Life  of  F/illiams,  fol.ed.  part  II.  p.  1 63. 
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Ann.  1641.    kingdom,  and  the  grievances  it  had  fuiTercd  from  the 
ill  government  of  the  King  *,  and  from  a  malignant 

*  Among  the  long  lift  of  grievances,  the  Commons  complain,  that 
many  families  had  been  ruined  by  excefllvc  fees  for  compofition  of 
wardfliips  j  that  undue  proceedings  had  been  ufed  in  finding  of  offices 
to  make  the  jury  find  for  the  King;   that  commiffions  had  been  granted 
for  examining  the  excefs  of  fees»,  and,  when  great  exadtions  had  been 
dircovered,  compofitions  had  been  made  with  delinquents,  not  only  for 
the  time  paft,  but  likewife  for  immunity  and  fecurity  for  the  time  to 
come  i  that  merchants  had   bten  prohibited  to  unlade  their  goods  in 
fuch  parts  as  were  for  their  own  advantage,  and  forced  to  bring  them 
to  thole  places  which  were  moll  for  the  advantages  of  monopolizers  and 
projedors;  that  large  quantities  of  ground  had  been  taken  from  the 
fubjed  by  colour  of  the  Itatute  of  improvement,  and  by  abufe  of  the 
commiffion  of  fewers  ;  and  that  the  converfion  of  arable  into  pafture, 
and  the  continuance  of  pafture,  had,  under  the  name  of  depopulation^ 
drawn  many  millions  out  of  the  fubjedts'  purfcs.     They  complain,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  large  fums  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  fubjedls 
by  the  illegal  enhancement  of  the  rates  on  tonnage  and  poundage,  and 
the  impofition  of  ftiip-money,  on  pretence  of  guarding  the  coafts,  yet 
the  merchants  had  been  left  fo  naked  to  the  rapine  of  the  Turkifti  pi- 
rates, that  many  great  ftiips  of  value  had  been  taken,  and  thoufands 
of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  carried  into  miferable  flavcry.     Under  the  ar- 
ticle in  which  the  Commons  mention  the  privilege  of  parliament  broken 
by  the  imprifonment  of  its  members,   they  aflert,  that  one  of  them 
(meaning  Sir  John  Elliot)  died  by  the  cruelty  and  harflinefs  of  his  con- 
iinement,  which  would  admit  of  no  relaxation,    notwithftandincr  the 
imminent  danger  of  his  life  did  fufficiently  appear  by  the  declaration  of 
his  phyficians.     That  judges  had  been  put  out  of  their  places  for  re- 
fufing  to  ad  againft  their  oaths  ;  that  lawyers  had  been  checked  for  be- 
ing faithful  to  their  clients  ;  and  that  fjlicitors  and  attornies  had  been 
threatened,  and  fome  puniftied,  for  following  lawful  fuits.     They  com- 
plain, that  the  King  had  taken  away  the  arms  of  the  trained-bands  of 
divers  counties.     They  complain  of  the  King's  engrofTmg  all  the  gun- 
powder, keeping  it  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  fetting  fo  high  a 
price  upon  it  that  the  poorer  fort  were  not  able  to  buy  it,  nor  cruld 
any  of  the  fubjeds  have  it  without  licence ;  fo  that  not  only  an  unlaw- 
ful advantage  was  made  of  the  commodity,  but  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom  were  left  without  a  ncceflary  defence.     They  complain  of  the 
general  deftrudion  of  the  King's  timber  fold  to  Fapifts,  eipecially  in 
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and  pernicious  defign  of  fubverting  the  fimdamental  Ann.  1641. 
laws  and  principles  of  gevcrnmcnt,  which  had  taken 
place  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign :  it  reprefented 
the  advantage  the  people  had  received  from  the  ope- 
rations of  this  parliament :  it  complained  of  the  bad 
counfels  which  the  King  ilill  followed :  it  complained 
of  the  cabals  and  wicked  intrigues  of  Papifts,  and 
other  malignants :  it  infuiuated,  that  thefe  cabals  and 
evil  counfels  had  been  productive  of  the  Irifh  rebel- 
lion ;  and  that  England  would  have  been  the  prologue 
to  this  tragedy,  had  not  former  defigns  been  difco- 
vered  and  prevented :  it  complained,  that  the  malig- 
nant party,  which  had  been  at  lirfl  fupprefled  by  the 
vigor  and  authority  of  this  parliament,  were  now  re- 
viving, to  the  diflraiflion  of  public  affairs,  and  to  the 
obflrudion  of  thofe  good  defigns  which  the  Commons 
had  in  view  for  the  advantage  of  the  commonwealth* 
The  Commons  juftify  themfelves  from  thofe  afperfions 
which  the  malignant  party  had  flung  on  their  pro- 


thc  Foreft  of  Dean,  the  beft  ftore-houfe  in  the  kingdom  for  the  main- 
tenance of  its  ftiipping.  They  complain  of  the  taking  away  peoples* 
property,  under  colour  of  the  King's  title  to  land  between  high  and 
low  water  mark.  In  that  part  of  the  rcmonftrance  which  mentions 
the  power  and  intrigues  of  the  Papifts,  with  the  encouragement  they 
had  received  from  court,  it  is  alTerted,  that  commiftions  had  been  fe- 
cretly  given  to  men  of  that  profeffion  for  levying  foldiers,  to  be  em- 
ployed according  to  private  inftrudions.  The  Commons  make  no 
fcruple  to  fay  in  this  remonftrance,  that  the  declarations  which  had  been 
publiflicd  to  afperfe  their  proceedings,  on  their  diflblution,  were  untrue 
and  fcandalous. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  Ruftiworth  has  omitted  the  conclaHon  of  this 
famous  remonftrance.  yide  a  Remonjirance  of  the  State  cf  tL\'  Kingdome^ 
publijhed  by  Authority,  Printed,  London,  for  fofe'^h  Hu"jcuit,  vi^i% 
4t0.  p.  53, 
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Ann.  1641.  ceedings ;  fhew  that  there  is  no  hopes  of  eflablifhing 
things  on  a  right  footing,  whilfl  bilhops  and  recufant 
lords  were  fo  prevalent  in  the  upper  houfe ;  and  con- 
cUide  the  remonflrance  with  a  detail  of  the  courfes 
they  thought  necefTary  to  be  purfued  for  perfecHiing 
the  work  of  reformation,  and  removing  all  impedi- 
ment to  the  happinefs  and  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

Among  thefe  are  fome  farther  reflraints  upon  Pa- 
pifts,  "  Seeing  their  religion,  fays   the  remonflrance, 
has  fuch  principles   as   do  neceflarily  tend  to  the   de- 
ftru(5lion  and  extirpation  of  all  Protcflants."    That  the 
King  fliould  employ  fuch  counfcllors  and  minifters  as 
the  parliament  could  confide  in  j   that  counfcllors  of 
llatc  Ihould  be  fvvorn  to  obferve  the  laws  which  con- 
cern the  fubjedl  in  his  liberty ;   that  good  courfes  be 
taken  to  perfect  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland,  and  to  labour,  by  offices  of 
friendfhip,  to  unite  all  the  foreign  churches  to  Great 
Britain,  that,  by  a  mutual  concurrence  to  the  fame 
common  end,  the  good  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  profeilion  be  fccured.    In  this  remonflrance  the 
Commons  declare,  that  their  intention  is  not  to  fet  up 
an  independancy  in  matters  of  religion :   they  profefs, 
that  they  intend  to  reduce  that  pomp  and  power  which 
the  prelates  had  afTumed,  contrary  to  the  word  of  God 
and  the  laws  of  the  land ;  that  they  intend  to  unbur- 
then  confciences  of  fuperflitious  ceremonies,  fupprefs 
innovations,  and  take  away  the  monuments  of  idola- 
try: they  own  that  the  King  is  to  be  entrufled  with 
the  ecclefiaflical  law,  as  well  as  with  the   temporal^ 
but  then  he  is  to  regulate  the  difcipline  of  the  church 

of 


CHARLES 


I. 


109 


of  England  by  fuch  rule  of  order  as  is  eflablifhed  by  Ann.  1641. 
parliament  j   to  efFedl  this  eflablifhment,   they  profefs, 
that  they  defire  the  afhflance  of  a  general  fynod  of 
the  mofl  pious  and  learned  divines,  both  of  this  ifland 
and  of  foreign  parts  *.     The  court  fadiion,  and  thofc  gi^^J^.^f'^;; 
inclining  to  that  fcale,  were  at  this  time  fo  flrong,  p.245,&ieq> 
even  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  it  was  not  without  great 
difficulty  that  this  remonflrance  pafTed.     The  leaders 
of  the  popular  interell  looked  on  it  as  the  touchflone 
of  the  Hrength  of  each  party,   and  fpared  neither  ar- 
gument, entreaty,  nor  artful  management,  to  procure 
fuccefs.      It  was  at  length  obtained,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, the  debate  lafling  from  nine   in  the  morning 
till  twelve  at  nieht  +,  and  the  queflion  only  carried  by 

1   /-  r  •  •     ji.        u  Journals  of 

a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  fitty-nme,  againlt  a  nun-  commons. 
dred  and  forty-eight  J.. 

♦  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Commons  fpeak  very  plainly  their  in* 
tention  of  ereding  a  new  form  of  church  difcipline.  It  is  not  to  be  fiip- 
pofcd,  that  they  would  have  been  fo  explicit  on  this  important  fubjeft  in 
an  appeal  to  the  people,  if  they  had  not  been  affured  that  an  alteration 
in  this  point  was  agreeable  to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation.  This 
fad  alone,  without  the  evidence  of  petitions  prefented  in  the  names  of 
whole  counties  and  of  all  ranks  of  men,  is  a  plain  con  tradition  to  thofe 
authors  who  have  reprefented  that  this  defire  of  alteration  in  church 
matters  was  confined  to  a  minor  fadion  in  the  nation,  fupported  by  a 
majority  in  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament. 

-|-  Rufiiworth  fays,  from  three  in  the  afternoon  till  three  in  the  morn- 
ing.  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  who  was  engaged  in  the  debate,  fays  that 
it  was  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the  remonftrance  paflied* 
Whitlock  differs  from  the  three  authorities,  and  f  ys  that  the  debate 
lafted  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  ten  the  next  morning.. 
Whitlock y  p.  49.     Warwick's  Memoir s^  410  ed.  p.  202. 

J  This  remonftrance  was  looked  on  by  the  oppofers  of  the  court  to 
be  abfolutely  neccffary  to  their  farther  curtailing  the  power  of  the 

crown  J, 


I  I  o 


Ann.  1641. 


Warwick's 
Memoirs, 

p.  2C2. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

The  queilion  for  the  printing  it,  put  by  Mr.  Hamp- 
den, was  in  all  probability  gained  by  the  impetuolity 
of  Mr.  Hyde,  who,  contrar}^  to  the  cufloms  and  or- 
der of  the  hoiife,  defired  leave  to  proteft  againfl  it. 
Mr.  Hyde's  example  excited  Jeffery  Palmer  and  others 
to  cry  out  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  "  They  did  pro- 
tefl."  This  not  only  put  a  flop  to  all  quiet  and  free 
debate,  but  might  have  occafioncd  bloodflicd,  had  not 
the  calm  fagacious  Mr.  Hampden  put  an  end  to  the 
difpute  by  propofmg  to  adjourn  till  two  o'clock  the 
next  afternoon.  On  the  re-meeting,  Mr.  Pym  reprc- 
fented  the  diforders  of  the  preceding  day,  the  houfe 
having  been  nearly  engaged  in  blood,  the  confequence, 
as  he  alleged,  of  Mr.  Hyde's  tranfgreflion.     The  rhe- 

crown  ;  and  the  farther  curtailing  the  power  of  the  crown  they  looked 
on  as  eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  thofe  privileges  the  public  had  al- 
ready  obtained.     Indeed,  this  circumftance  was  fo  obvious  to  common 
reaion,  that  the  party  did  not  expeft  to  meet  with  the  difficulty  they 
found  in  gaining  their  point.     On  the  remonftrance  being  called  for 
late  in  the  day,  the  lord  Falkland,  at  this  time  a  zealous  courtier,  moved, 
that  ic  ihoiild  be  entered  on  the  next  morning.     Oliver  Cromwell,  as 
ftauuch  in  court  oppofition,  aiked,  «  Why  he  would  have  it  put  off? 
for  It  would  be  quickly  determined."     «  Sure,  anfwered  Falkland,  it 
will  take  up  fome  debate."     To  this  Cromwell  replied,  «  That  he  be- 
lieved It  would  be  a  lorry  one."     1  he  next  day,  when  the  debate  was 
over,  Cromwell  told  Falkland,  «  That  he  would  take  his  word  another 
time.     Jt,  added  he,  the  remonftrance  had  been  rejcdtcd,  I  would  im- 
mediately have  fold  all  1  have;  and  1  know  there  are  many  more  ho- 
ijcft  n:cn  of  the  fame  refolution."     Sir  Edward  Dcering,  a  man  of  a 
vain  an  :  variable  difpofition,  had  been  firfl:  flattered  by  the  puritanical 
pariy  in  parliament  into  being  an  aaive  agent  againft  epifcopacy,  on 
iomc  difguft,  was  now  fhrunk  back  into  his  original  orthodoxy  in  civil 
and  religious  politics,  and  made  two  violent  fpeeches  againft  the  re- 
monftrance.    Clarendon*sHiftory,  vol.  I.  p.  246,  ^  y^^.     NalfoH,  vol.  II. 
p.  664,  i^  fe^, 
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toric  of  a  Pym  was  not  neceflary  to  convince  the  houfe  Ann.  1641. 
that  much  mifchief  would  refult  from  fuch  a  prece- 
dent, if  permitted  to  go  unpunifhed.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
committed  to  the  Tower  f ;  and  the  houfe  being  in- 
cenfed  at  the  growing  infolence  of  the  declared  par-- 
tizans  of  the  court,  the  queftion  for  printing  the  re- 
monftrance paflcd  with  little  oppofition.  It  was  ftrongly 
attacked  by  the  King's  party,  as  a  fignal  that  the  Com- 
mons intended  farther  encroachments  on  royal  prero- 
gative, and  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  abolition  of 
monarchical  power  v/ould  fatisfy  that  afpiring-body* 
Thefe  inlinuations  had  little  efFe(5l  on  the  minds  of 
the  people,  or  v/ere  more  than  balanced  by  a  review 
of  the  King's  illegal  violent  adminiftration.  That 
apparent  combination  of  prelatical,  papifcical,  and 
monarchical  intereft,  which  had  made  fuch  bold  at- 
tempts  to  pluck  up  by  the  root  every  principle  of  Li- 
berty which  yet  remained  in  the  conftitution,  had  en- 
tered into  fo  many  confpiracies  againft  the  authority 
of  parliament  *,  and  now  dealt  forth  unparalleled  de- 
ftru6lion  in  Ireland,  were,  to  the  public,  objedls  of  a 
much  more  terrible  nature  than  the  apprehenftons  of 
idle  felfifli  courtiers,  and  bigoted  formalifts.  They 
remembered  with  what  perfidy,  with  what  violation- 
of  every  thing  that  was  facred,  the  Petition  of  Right 
had  been  invaded,  and  were  determined,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  impairing  a  government  from  which  thcm- 


•\  Mr.  Hyde  was  faved  from  this  fentence  by  the  intereft  of  the  north- 
ern members,  to  whom  he  hud  ingratiated  hitDfclf  by  his  fpecch  againft 
the  couit  of  York. 


At  this  time  the  guardian  of  popular  privileges. 
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Ann.  i6+i.  fclvcs  and  tlicir  anccftors  had  received  nothing  but 
injuries,  to  fecure  their  new-acquired  privileges  from 
future  attacks  of  the  crown. 

% 

Commoiti'         Thi.  remonftrancc  of  the  Commons  was  prefented 

petition,  and  ^  * 

remonfirancc  to  thc  King  with  a  pctitiou  which  openly  inlinuated 
thekinctdom.  his  concurrcncc  in  the  Irifh  rebellion,,  complained  of 
u.i.  ^  re ,  thofe  had  counfels  which  had  occafioned  fuch  variety 
of  mifchiefs,  and  demanded,  as  a  fccurity  from  far- 
ther evils,  that  bilhops,  who  had  long  a(5led  as  cor- 
rupt inflruments  of  defpotifm  and  Popery,  fhould  be 
deprived  of  their  votes  in  parliament,  the  immoderate 
power  they  had  ufurped  over  the  clergy  abridged,  and 
that  ever)'  office  of  command  fhould  be  alone  trufled 
to  perfons  on  whom  the  parliament  could  confide. 
The  King's  anfwer  to  this  petition  was  in  vague  and 
general  terms:  After  blaming  the  Commons  for  pub- 
lifliing  it,  contrary  to  his  exprefs  intimation,  and  cen- 
furing  their  declaration  as  an  unparliamentar)'  pro- 
ceeding, he  tells  them,  that  he  does  not  know  what 
they  mean  by  a  wicked  and  malignant  party  preva- 
lent in  the  government  f  ;  he  had  ever  concurred  with 
all  the  jufl  defires  of  his  people  to  prefcrve  the  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  kingdom  from  the  defigns  of  the 
Popilh  party  \,  Though  the  remonfirancc  did  not  ac- 
cufe  the  King  of  being  a  Papifl  in  his  heart,  yet  he 

•f-  Notwuhftanding  the  particular  fadls  mentioned  in  the  remon- 
firancc to  prove  this  affcrtion. 

4:  On  this  aflertion  of  the  King's  Rapin  juftly  obferves,  that  it  was 
true  he  had  never  rejc6ted  the  petitions  prefented  to  him  on  this  occa- 
fion  i  but  then  it  was  no  lefs  true,  that  his  promifcs  in  this  refpedt  had 
never  been  executed.     Rapin,  vol.  XL  p.  261. 
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takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  clear  himfelf  on  this  Ann.  1641. 
particular,  and  infinuates,  that,  fince  he  is  convinced 
of  the  purity  of  the  Proteflant  religion,  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  he  fhould  encourage  the  Popifh  faith  ♦.  He  af- 
ferts,  that  the  bifhops*  right  of  voting  in  parliament 
is  grounded  on  the  fundamental  law  of  the  kingdom; 
that  the  power  of  the  clergy  is  well  moderated  by  the 
taking  away  the  High-commiffion  court  -,  he  is  con- 
tented to  call  a  national  fynod  to  examine  fuch  cere- 
monies as  give  jufl  oflfence  f  »  but  as  for  corruption 
in  religion,  which  they  had  obje(5ted,  he  is  perfuaded 
that  there  cannot  be  found  on  earth  that  church 
which  profcfTed  the  true  religion  with  more  purity  of 
doctrine  than  the  church  of  England.  After  an  high 
panegyric  on  the  beauty  of  its  difcipline  and  docStrine, 
he  declares,  he  will,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  maintain 
it  in  its  glory,  not  only  againfl  all  invafions  of  Po- 
pery, but  alfo  from  the  irreverence  of  thofe  many 
fchifmatics  and  feparatifls  wherewith  the  kingdom 
abounded.  To  that  part  of  the  Commons'  petition 
concerning  counfellors,  the  King  afTerts,  that  it  is  his 
undoubted  prerogative  to  call  thofe  to  his  fecret  coun- 
fels, to  public  employments,  and  his  particular  fcr- 
vices,  as  he  fhould  think  fit  ;  and  tells  them,  that  he 
has  never  ele(5ted  any  to  thefe  offices  but  what  had 
given  good   teflimonies   of   their  abilities  and  inte- 

•  Notwithftanding,  as  Rapin  obferves,  his  conduft  had  flicwn  that 
this  confequence  did  not  ncceffarily  follow.     Rapin^  vol.  XL  p.  267. 

•f-  The  King  knew  that  the  Commons  would  never  agree  to  a  na- 
tional fynod  on  his  terms  ;  viz.  the  including  in  it  the  bilhops  and  their 
adherents. 
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Ann.  1641.  felves  and  their  anccflors  had  received  nothing  but 
injuries,  to  fecure  their  new-acquired  privileges  from 
future  attacks  of  the  crown. 

Commons*         Tjjp.  rcmonftrance  of  the  Commons  was  prefented 

petition,  and  ^  * 

remonfirancc  to  thc  KiuG:  with  a  petition  Avhich  openly  infmuated 

oftheftateof      .  ^  •         1        t    '/l  1     11 '  1     '        ^        r 

thekinordom.  his  concurrcuce  in  the  h'llh  rebelhon,.  coiuplamcd  or 
vot  ' vf  *  thofe  bad  counfels  which  had  occafioncd  fuch  variety 
of  mifchiefs,  and  demanded,  as  a  fccurity  from  far- 
ther evils,  that  bifliops,  who  had  long  adlcd  as  cor- 
rupt inflrumcnts  of  defpotifm  and  Popery,  fliould  be 
deprived  of  their  votes  in  parliament,  the  immoderate 
power  they  had  ufurped  over  the  clergy  abridged,  and 
that  every  ofTice  of  command  fliould  be  alone  truflcd 
to  pcrfons  on  whom  the  parliament  could  confide. 
The  King's  anfwcr  to  this  petition  was  in  vague  and 
general  terms :  After  blaming  the  Commons  for  pub- 
lifliing  it,  contrary  to  his  cxprefs  intimation,  and  cen- 
furing  their  declaration  as  an  unparliamentary'  pro- 
ceeding, he  tells  them,  that  he  does  not  know  what 
they  mean  by  a  wicked  and  malignant  party  preva- 
lent in  the  government  f  ;  he  had  ever  concurred  with 
all  the  jufl  defires  of  his  people  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  kingdom  from  the  defigns  of  the 
Popifli  party  J.  Though  the  remonfirancc  did  not  ac- 
cufe  the  King  of  being  a  Papifl  in  his  heart,  yet  he 

+  Notwithftanding  the  particular  fa(5ls  mentioned  in  the  remon- 
ftrance  to  prove  this  aflTcrtion. 

J  On  this  aflertion  of  the  King's  Rapin  juftly  obferves,  that  it  was 
true  he  had  never  rejedted  the  petitions  prefented  to  him  on  this  occa- 
fion ;  but  then  it  was  no  lefs  true,  that  his  promifes  in  this  refped  had 
never  been  executed.     Rapint  vol.  XI.  p.  261. 
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takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  clear  himfelf  on  this  Ann.  164.1. 
particular,   and  infinuates,   that,  fmce  he  is  convinced 
of  the  purity  of  the  Proteflant  religion,  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  he  fhould  encourage  the  Popifh  faith  *.      He  af- 
ferts,  that  the  bifhops'  right  of  voting  in  parliament 
is  grounded  on  the  fundamental  law  of  the  kingdom; 
that  the  power  of  the  clergy  is  well  moderated  by  the 
taking  away  the  High-commiflion  court ;  he  is  con- 
tented to  call  a  national  fynod  to  examine  fuch  cere- 
monies as  give  jufl  offence  f  ;  but  as  for  corruption 
m  religion,  which  they  had  objedled,  he  is  perfuaded 
that    there   cannot   be    found   on    earth    that    church 
which  profefTed  the  true  religion  with  more  purity  of 
doctrine  than  the  church  of  England.     After  an  high 
panegyric  on  the  beauty  of  its  difcipline  and  dodlrine, 
he  declares,  he  will,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  maintain 
it  in  its  glory,  not  only  againfl  all  invafions  of  Po- 
pery, but  alfo  from  the  irreverence  of  thofe  many 
fchifmatics  and  feparatifls  wherewith   the   kingdom 
abounded.     To  that  part  of  the  Commons'  petition 
concerning  counfellors,   the  King  afTerts,  that  it  is  his 
undoubted  prerogative  to  call  thofe  to  his  fecret  coun- 
fels,  to  public  employments,  and  his   particular  fcr- 
vices,  as  he  fhould  think  fit  ;  and  tells  them,  that  he 
has  never  elected  any  to  thefe  offices  but  what  had 
given  good   teflimonies   of    their  abilities  and  inte- 

♦  Notwithftanding,  as  Rapin  obferves,  his  condufl  had  Ihewn  that 
this  confequence  did  not  neceffarily  follow.     Rapin,  vol.  XI.  p.  267. 

f  The  King  knew  that  the  Commons  would  never  agree  to  a  na- 
tional fynod  on  his  terms  -,  viz.  the  including  in  it  the  bilhops  and  their 
adherents. 
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Ann.  1641.  grity  *.  The  anfwer  to  the  remonftrance  was  as  vague 
as  this  anfwer  to  the  petition,  as  little  calculated  to 
give  fatisfadtion  to  the  Commons  on  the  articles  of 
their  demands,  and  as  totally  deficient  in  point  of 
juftifying  the  King's  condud.  It  finifhes  with  a  pro- 
mifc  to  obferve  and  maintain  the  eftablifhed  laws  ;  but 
in  the  fame  general  terms  which  the  King  had  before 
frequently  ufed,  and  to  which  he  had  always  given 
what  fenfe  he  thought  proper  f. 

Whilst  thefe  difputcs  fubfifted  between  the  King 
and  the  houfc  of  Commons,  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
grew  every  day  more  defperate.  The  fuccour  which 
the  Scots  had  offered  for  the  fubduing  this  rebellion 
had  not,  on  prudential  reafons,  been  immediately  ac- 
cepted by  the  Englifli  houfe  of  Commons :  they  had 
received  good  intelligence  from  their  committee  in 
that  kingdom,  that  if  they  agreed  to  the  providing 
for  an  effedual  number  of  men  to  be  raifed  in  Scot- 
land, the  King  would  have  infifted  on  the  com^ 
manding  them  himfelf ;  a  circumflance  of  the  mofl 
dangerous  kind.  This  apprehenfion  being  removed 
on  the  return  of  the  King,  the  Commons  voted,  that 

*  The  King,  in  order  to  pay  his  wife  a  compliment,  very  improperly 
insinuates  the  efficacy  of  her  mediation  in  the  cxercifc  of  this  important 
part  of  the  royal  office. 

t  Mr.  Hyde,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon,  tells  us,  in  the  Hiftory 
of  his  Life,  "  That  he  was  the  author  of  this  anfwer  to  the  remon- 
ftrance  of  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  this  performance,  tocre- 
ther  with  his  conftant  oppofition  to  all  propofals  of  altering  or  reform- 
ing the  church-government,  were  the  particulars  which  recommended 
him  to  the  King's  favour."     Clarendon's  Life^  vol.  I.  p.  85,  6?  feq. 
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ten  thoufand  Scots  fhould  be  fent  into  Ireland,  on  con-  Ann.  1641. 
dition  that  they  would  condefcend  to  be  commanded 
by  the  government  of  England  fettled  in  Ireland.     It 
was  refolved,  that  ten  thoufand  foot  and  two  thoufand 
horfe  fliould  be  raifed  in  England  for  the  fame  fer- 
vice.      It  was  fome  time  before  this  refolution  was 
carried  into  pradice,  the  houfe  of  Lords  having  re- 
fufed  their  affent  to  a  preamble  in  the  bill  for  preffmg 
of  men  for  the  particular  fervice  of  Ireland,  declara- 
tory of  the  fubjeds'  privileges  ;  viz.  "  That  the  King 
had  in  no  cafe,  excepting  that  of  invafion  from  a  fo- 
reign power,  authority  to  prefs  men  into  his  fervice.'* 
This  affertion  abolifhed  that  noxious  prerogative  which 
the  crown  had  affumed  of  obliging  men  to  perform 
any  tafk  of  pretended  public  fervice  which  fhould  be 
impofed  on  them  ;  a  prerogative  which,  in  this  reign, 
had  been  ufed  as  a  punifhment  to  refractory  members 
of  parliament,  and  to  all  ranks  of  men  who  had  re- 
fufed  to  comply  with  the  King's  illegal  commands,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  their  fortune  and  health.  Not- 
withftanding  that  fuch  a  limitation  of  regal  autho- 
rity was  neceffary  to  the  fecurity  and  free  enjoyment 
of  perfon,   time,    and   property,  yet   the   Peers,  who 
had  fhewn  lately  fome  fymptoms  of  diftruft  and  jea- 
loufy,  were  very  obflinate  on  this  article  ;  befides  the 
whole  bench  of  bifhops,   who  were  always  a  dead 
weight  on  the  fide  of  prerogative,  the  greater  num- 
ber of  temporal  lords  began  to  apprehend  that  that 
noble  fpirit  of  Liberty  which   flamed   in  the  lower 
houfe,   and  frOm  thence  diffufed  itfelf  through  the 
whole  nation,  might  in  its  confequences  affect  their 
particular   privileges;    and,  as   the   nature,  ufe,  and 
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operations  of  government  began  to  be  pretty  gene- 
rally underflood,  that  the  Commons  would,  in  their 
refcarches  on  this  fubjedt,  difcover  this  important 
truth,  "  That  invidious  diftinc^ions  and  privileges  are 
fo  far  from  being  inllrumental  to  the  authority  of 
laws,  or  the  order,  regularity,  and  decency  of  focicty, 
that  they  muft  neceflarily  adt  contrary  to  thefc  pur- 
pofes  *."  To  the  bafenefs  of  a  felfifh  confideration 
did  the  nobility  facrifice  the  principles  of  rcafon,  juf- 
tice,  and  honour ;  and  all,  except  a  few,  who,  failing 
with  the  full  tide  of  popular  favour,  were  tranfported 
beyond  the  current  of  their  natural  affeSiion,  inclined 
to  take  fhelter  under  the  tyranny  of  the  crown,  from 
the  dreaded  invafion  of  democracy.  Nor  did  the  bleed- 
ing perfecuted  Hate  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  nor  the 
infolent  pretenfions  of  the  Papifls,  who  demanded  a 
full  toleration  of  their  religion  in  Ireland  t,  prevail 
with  them  to  pafs  the  preffing  a(5ls  for  raifmg  land 
and  fea  forces.    In  vain  did  the  Commons  proteft,  that 

♦  The  juft  Freedoms  of  fociety  depend  not  fo  much  on  the  lenity  of 
the  laws,  as  the  entire  and  equal  fubjeftion  to  the  authority  of  the  law ; 
a  thing  much  impeded  by  every  political  diftinftion  and  privilege  which 
is  partial :  as  the  Freedom  of  fociety  is  materially  affcfted  by  it,  fo  is 
the  regularity,  order,  and  decency  of  it.  The  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs 
muft  ever  prevail  in  thofe  communities  where  part  of  its  members  can, 
by  their  authority,  protedl  others  in  the  commiflion  of  crimes,  or  evade, 
in  their  own  perfons,  the  cenfure  of  the  law. 

f  On  the  parliament  being  informed,  that  the  Irifti  rebels  had  pre- 
fented  a  remonftrance  for  peace,  the  terms  of  which  were,  to  have  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  a  repeal  of  all  laws  to  the  contrary, 
both  houfes  refolved,  that  they  never  would  give  confent  to  fuch  a  to- 
leration of  the  Popifh  religion  in  Ireland,  or  any  other  his  majefty*s  do- 
minions.    Pari.  Htft,  vol.  X.  p.  96, 
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the  lofs  of  Ireland  mufl  be  imputed  to  the  Lords  ;  the  Ann.  1641 
Lords  continued  inflexible :  and  the  Commons,  finding 
that  no  arguments  could  prevail,  ordered  their  com- 
mittee on  the  Irifh  affairs  to  meet  no  more  *.  This 
difagreement  occafioned  a  fatal  paufe  in  the  military 
preparations.  It  was  at  length  compofed  by  the  in- 
tcrpofition  of  the  King ;  who,  apprehending  that  the 
Lords  would  give  way  to  the  extreme  urgency  of  the 
occafion,  came  to  the  houfe,  and  taking  notice  of  the 
bill  then  depending,  offered  to  pafs  it  with  a  faho  jure 
for  the  King  and  people ;  at  the  fame  time  teflifying 
his  difpleafure  at  thofe  who  began  a  difpute  which, 
he  faid,  concerned  his  ancient  and  undoubted  prero- 
gative. This  unconflitutional  meafurc  aded  like 
magic  on  the  counfels  of  the  upper  houfe :  the  popu- 
lar lords  did  not  fail  to  enlarge  themfelves  on  the 

•  The  Lords  were  fo  defirous  to  get  the  Commons  to  give  up  the 
claufe  they  excepted  againft  in  the  prelfing  adts,  that  though  the  dif- 
treffes  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants  called  for  immediate  affiftance,  they 
would  not,  for  fome  time,  give  their  aflent  that  ten  thoufand  Scots 
fhould  be  fent  into  that  country,  unlefs  the  Commons  would  agree  to 
the  fending  over  Englilh  forces  at  the  fame  time ;  though  the  council 
of  Ireland  had  only  defired  the  affiftance  of  ten  thoufand  Scots  and  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Thus  they  hoped  that  the  defire  of  reliev- 
ing the  extreme  miferies  of  Ireland  would  compel  the  Commons  to  re- 
cede from  a  point  on  which  the  Liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  throughout 
the  whole  Britifh  empire,  depended.  Two  petitions  were  prefented  to 
the  Lords  on  this  fubjed :  One  from  feveral  Iriftimen  of  property  then 
refiding  at  London,  fetting  forth  the  deftru6lion  which  was  likely  to 
fall  on  the  Irifti  Proteftants,  unlefs  relieved  •,  and  that  ten  thoufand  men 
out  of  Scotland,  whofe  affiftance  was  within  three  hours,  would  afford 
a  powerful  aid :  another  from  feveral  merchants  who  had  large  pro- 
perty in  Ireland,  complaining  of  the  unfeafonable  delay  which  had  been 
given  to  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom.  Nalfcn^  vol  II.  p.  y6^^  ^  feq;. 
776,  ^  fei-     Pari  Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  41,  119. 
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Ann.  1641.  Subject ;  the  aflembly,  prejudiced  as  it  was,  took  fire 
at  fo  raanifeil  a  violation  of  their  rights,  and  voted, 
that  their  privileges  were  broken  by  the  King's  taking 
notice  of  the  bill  whilil  in  agitation,  by  his  pro- 
pounding a  provifional  claufe  before  it  was  prefented 
to  him,  and  by  his  exprefling  his  difpleafure  againfl 
perfons  for  matters  moved  in  parliament.  The  fame 
votes  pafling  with  the  Commons,  both  houfes  united 
in  a  declaration  vindicatory  of  their  privileges  ;  at 
the  fame  time  petitioning  the  King,  that  he  would 
declare  the  authors  of  the  mis-information  and  evil 
counfel,  that  they  might  receive  condign  punifliment. 
The  King  excufed  himfelf  from  having  been  guilty 
of  any  defigncd  breach  of  privilege,  but  utterly  re- 
fufed  the  naming  any  perfon  who  had  given  him  in- 
formation or  counfel  on  the  fubjeA  *. 

*  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  St.  John  the  folicitor- general,  to  betray 
the  King  into  committing  an  irregularity,  which  he  knew  would  offend 
the  Lords,  and  effeft  a  reconciliation  between  the  two  houfes,  advifed 
him  to  take  this  ftep.  Clarendon's  aflertions  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
made  with  much  more  conHdence  than  judgment.  To  blacken  the 
men  he  hates,  he  debafes  the  charadber  of  the  King,  the  profefled  hero 
of  his  tale,  and  makes  him  ever  the  dupe  to  the  pooreft  laid  fchemcs  of 
his  enemies.  Had  this  been  the  cafe,  it  is  not  likely  that  Charles  would 
have  fo  ftrenuoufly  denied  the  naming  the  perfon  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived fuch  counfel :  he  would  have  been  glad  of  fo  favourable  an  op- 
portunity to  have  leflened  the  credit  of  St.  John  with  the  popular  partyj 
or  at  lealt  to  have  (hewn  the  parliament,  that,  in  the  matter  they  fo 
much  cavilled  at,  he  was  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  man  in  whofe 
knowledge  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  whofe  integrity,  they  had  an 
high  opinion :  thus  the  tables  might  have  been  turned,  and  St.  John 
and  his  party  made  the  dupes  inftead  of  Charles.  If  Charles  himfelf 
had  not  had  fenfe  enough  to  make  the  bed  of  fo  favourable  an  oppor- 
tunity, it  is  odd  that  Clarendon,  who  was  at  this  time  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal  advifcrs,  and  who  pretends  to  know  the  whole  intrigue,  Ihould 

not 


Notwithstanding  the  harmony  which  fecmed  to  Ann.  1641. 
fubfill  between  the  two  houfes,  the  public  aifairs  con- 
tinued yet  in  an  unfettled  turbulent  ilate.  The  prcf- 
fmg  adb  had  not  yet  pafled  the  upper  houfe ;  the  im- 
portant bufinefs  of  Ireland  confequently  flood  ililL 
Nothing  was  determined  in  the  grand  point  of  eccle- 
liaftical  policy  ;  bifliops,  the  fuppofed  obftacles  to  both 
civil  and  religious  reformation,  yet  maintained  their 
feats  in  parliament.  The  public  were  continually 
liarrafTed  and  alarmed  with  the  fears  of  Popifh  plots 
and  confpiracies.  Lunsford,  that  profligate  foldier  of 
fortune,  was  yet,  in  fpite  of  the  endeavours  of  the 
lower  houfe,  continued  in  the  command  of  the  Tower; 
and,  upon  fome  examinations  which  pafTed  at  this 
time,   the  Commons  voted,  "  That  there  was  fufficicnt  Jf^^na^s  of 

Commons, 

evidence  to  believe  there  had  been  a  fecond  attempt  vol.  i.  p.  3 18, 
to  bring  up  the  army  againfl  the  parliament,  and  an  ^^^'  ^^^ 
intention  to  make  the  Scotch  army  ftand  neuter."  On 
this  examination,  Daniel  O'Neal  being  voted  guilty  of 
high-treafon  *,  was  impeached  by  the  Commons,  and 
committed  to  prifon  by  the  Lords.  Sir  John  Berkeley, 
Sir  Hugh  Pollard,  Afliburnham,  and  Wilmot,  were 
voted  guilty  of  mifpriiion  of  trcafon  f .      A  fail  was 

not  have  given  him  proper  counfel.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  Cla- 
rendon, with  as  'improbable  a  foundation,  accufes  the  lord  Say  of  the 
fame  a6l  of  treachery.     Clarendon'' sHiJl.  vol.  L  p.  258. 

*  On  the  examination  of  Daniel  O'Neal  before  the  Lords,  he  pleaded 
the  a6t  of  oblivion.  His  plea  was  not  allowed ;  and  a  refolution  pafled 
on  this  occafion,  "  That  it  belonged  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  to  interpret 
a6ts  of  parliament,  in  time  of  parliament,  in  any  caufe  which  ihould  be 
brought  before  them.'*     Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  625. 

t  It  was  refolved  by  the  Commons,  that  Mr.  Jermyn,  Mr.  Piercy, 
and  Sir  John  Suckling,  fnould  be  impeached  of  high-treafon.  Id.  p.754- 
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at  this  time  refolved  on  *.     It  was  ordered,  that  a  de- 
claration fhould  be  drawn  for  clearing  his  majefty'3. 
honour  from  falfe  reports  call  upon  him  by  the  rebels 
in  Ireland;   and  a  provifion  to  be  made  that  there 
may  be  no  conclufion  of  that  war  to  the  prejudice  of 
this  kingdom  f.     Frefh  addrefTes  were  made  to  the 
King  for  putting  the  laws  againft  Papifts  in  execu- 
tion ;  conferences  were  held  on  the  fubjevSl  of  fccur- 
ing  their  perfons  J  ;  and  it  was  propofed  by  the  Com- 
mons, that  a  Hop  fhould  be  put  to  the  toleration  of 
fo  dangerous  a  fuperflhion.      In  the  midft  of  that  juit 
indignation  which  at  this  time  was  excited  againft 
thefe  fedlaries,  the  King  folicited  the  confent  of  par- 
liament in  reprieving  feven  priefts,    who   had  been 
conviaed  and  condemned  by  due  courfe  of  law.  Both 
houfes  being  exafperated  with  a  letter  they  had  juft 
received  from  Ireland,  containing  a  particular  account 

•  Marfhal  and  Calamy,  two  favourite  minifters,  having,  by  the  de- 
fire  of  the  Commons,  preached  on  this  occafion,  they  were  each  of 
them  prefented  with  a  piece  of  plate  worth  twenty  pounds.  Days  were 
appointed  for  gathering  colledions  towards  the  relief  of  thofe  Englilh 
who  had  been  dripped  and  fpoiled  by  the  Irifli  rebels  :  to  thefe  contri- 
butions Sir  John  Packer  gave  one  hundred  pounds.  Some  time  after 
this  it  was  ordained,  by  the  defirc  of  both  houfes,  that  a  monthly  faft 
(hould  be  obferved  during  the  troubles  of  Ireland.  Nalfon^  vol.  II. 
p.  66o,  775,  795. 

f  The  Commons  at  the  fame  time  propofed  to  the  Lords,  to  join 
in  a  petition  to  the  queen.  That,  for  the  preventing  all  fcandalous  re- 
ports and  apprehenfions,  (he  would  publilh  a  declaration,  that  Ihe  did 
abhor  and  deteft  the  perfidious  and  traitorous  proceedings  of  the  rebels 
in  Ireland.     iVrt//o«,  vol.  II.  p.  737. 

J  The  Commons  were  dcfirous  of  getting  rid  of  the  votes  of  the 
Popifh  lords ;  but  the  Peers  were  too  tenacious  of  their  privileges  to 
induke  them  in  this  point. 
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of  the  cruelties  which  had  been   committed  in  that  Ann.  1641. 
kingdom,  and  were  ftill  carrying  on,   by  the  authority 
and  influence  of  priefls,  joined  in  a  petition  to  the  King, 
that  he  would  fufFer  the  criminals   to  be  executed  *  : 

•  The  parliament,  endeavoring  to  give  life  to  a  law  which  feems  to 
have  been  enadted  for  the  prevention  of  the  fpreading  a  religion  fatal  in 
its  nature  to  civil  community,  the  juft  laws  of  government,  and  the 
rational  principles  of  focial  compact,  has  been  very  fcvertly  ceniurcd 
by  feveral  writers,  who  have  condemned  the  penal  laws  tor  keeping  thefe 
pernicious  fedtaries  from  invading  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  their 
fellow  citizens  -,  and  have  thrown  fcvere  reflcdionson  the  parliaments  of 
James  and  Charles,  for  rigidly  infifting  on  their  execution.     To  vindi- 
cate thefe  magnanimous  affemblies,  who  fo  nobly  aflerted  and  eftabliflied 
the  rights  of  Englilhmen,  from  the  accufation  of  cruelry  and  perfecution 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  notice,  that  the  reformed  church,  from  its  earlieft 
infancy,  fuffered  a  feries  of  unmitigated  perfecutions  from  the  church 
of  Rome  ;  who,  unable  to  convince  by  argument,  had  recourfe  to  the 
forcible  perfuafives  of  fecular  puniftiments.    In  England,  as  in  many 
other  countries,  truth  prevailing  over  the  terrors  of  the  ftake  and  gibbet 
made  a  flow,  yet  gradual,  progrefs  •,  and,  notwithftanding  the  perfecu- 
tion of  WicklifF,  and  the  cruel  execution  of  his  followers,  in  the  reign 
of   Henry  V.    Henry  VI il.  when   the  intereft  of  his  pleafures   made 
it  convenient  for  him  to  difclaim  the  papal  power,  found  the  fedl  of 
diflenters  numerous  enough  to  enable  him  to  fettle  the  church  of  Eng- 
land on  an  independant  footing.     Proteftantifm,  thus  countenanced  by 
authority,    made  great  advances,   and,  in   the  reign  of  that  fenfible, 
learned,  and   pious  young  monarch   Edward  VI.  the   religion  of  the 
country  was  eftablifhed  on  the  principles  of  the  Reformation.     The 
Proteftants,  not  fufficiently  attentive  to  their  fafety,  on  the  death  of  this 
prince  fuffered  the  government  to  devolve  into  the  hands  of  his  fifter 
Mary,  a  furious  zealot  for  the  Popifli  fuperftition  :   Bloody  were  the 
annals  of  this  reign  j   the  eccleliaftical  authority  of  the  pope  was  re- 
llored,  the  Catholics    were  re-inftated   in  the  adminiftration,  and  the 
ihort-lived  triumph  of  the  Proteftants  was  fucceeded  by  a  fcvere  and 
mercilefs   perfecution.      On  the  death  of  this  princefs,  power  again 
changed  hands :  the  Proteftants  were  inverted  with  authority,  under  the 
influence  of  a  Proteftant  fucceflbr.     In  this  funftiine  of  their  fortune, 
inftead  of  retaliating  the  injuries  ihey  had   received,^  they  contented 
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Ar.n,.6,^,  'with  thls  rcquca  the  King  did  not  think  fit  to  com- 

thcmfelves  with  eniaing  fome  uleful  laws  for  preventing  the  growth  of 
a  rcliaion  from  whole  uncharitable  tenets  they  had  experienced  Inch 
crueltFes.     The  laws  enadcd  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  againft  recu- 
iants  were  of  this  kind  :  The  law  againft  Jefuits  and  feminary  pnefts, 
and  againft  the  bringing  in  or  putting  in  execution  of  bulls,  writings, 
or  initruments,  or  other  fuperftitious  things,  from  the  lee  of  Rome ; 
and  the  law  for  reftraining  Popi^  recuiants  to  lome  certain  places  ot 
:^bocie,  were  found  neceflTary  to  prevent  evils  arifing  from  the  intnguing 
dangerous  fpirit  of  the  Papifts,  which  continually  broke  out  in  plots 
and  confpiracies.     The  mifchief  intended  to  be  perpetrated  on  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  in  the  third  year  of  king  James    gave  birch  to 
two  other  laws  of  the  fame  for:  -,  viz.     The  a<5t  for  the  better  dilcovery 
and  fuppreffincr  of  Popilh  recufants  •,  and  the  ad  for  preventing  dangers 
ihat  may  -row^'by  Popi(h  recufants.     Many  of  the  penal  ftatutes,  which 
were  merely  dcfigned  to  prevent  the  venom  of  Popery,  by  the  little 
arts  of  minifters  ailing  on  the  ignorance  of  the  times,  were  drawn  up 
in  terms  fo  general  and  comprchenfive.  that  they  included  all  kinds  of 
d-iTenters ;  and  added  a  large  (hare  of  arbitrary  power  to  the  crown— 
1  he  tenets  of  the  Romifh  religion,  being  fuited  to  the  purpoies  of  ty. 
ranny,  have  ever  made  this  fed  the  favorites  of  monarchs  :   had  they 
not  declared  a  perfonal  enmity  to  Elizabeth,  they  would  undoubtedly 
have  found  in  this  arbitrary  princefs  a  prot^drefs  :  they  were  fo  avow- 
edly the  favorites  of  James  and  Charles,  that,  while  all  thofe  who  did 
not  conform  to  the  religion  which  was  countenanced  by  authority  were 
pcrfecuted  with   rigor,  the  Papifts    were  not  only  permitted  an  indul- 
irence  which  in  a  manner  amounted  to  a  toleration,  but  many  of  them 
were  entrufted  with  ofncer,  wh.lft  the  remembrance  ol  their  cruel   ad- 
miniftration  under  the  government  of  Mary  was  yet  frefh  in  the  mindj 
of  the  Proteftants.     The  marriage  of  king  Charles  with  a  PopiOi  prin- 
ctfs  confirmed  the   fears  of  the  tatter  and  the  hopes  of  the  former  •, 
and  from  this  hour  the  King's  pfctenfions  to  an  arbitrary  temporal  do. 
minion,  and  the  pope's  to  an  ecclefiaTlical  one,  fee m  to  have  gone  hand 
in   hand  :    nor  had  the  Papifts  the  moderation  or  the  prudence  to  dil . 
guifc  the  connecYion  they  had  with  the  King  i  they  in  a  manner  openly 
avowed   the  ille<;al  favors  they  received,  and  their  defigns  to  afllft  the 
government  to  Vender  itfelf  abfolutc.      Under   thefe  provocations  and 
dangerous  apprehenfions,  the  parliament  proceeded  with  the  utmoft 
°  juftice 
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ply;    but  offered  to  banifh  them,  if  the  parliament  Ann.  .64.. 
would  give  their  confent  * 

Every  thing  which  could  excite  paffion,  and  fix  at- 
tention,    actually  fubfifled   at   this    critical   jundlure 
The  fears  of  men  were  alarmed,  their  expedlations 

juftice  and  moderation,  contenting  themfelves  with  requefting  the  Kina     " 

of  fh^P  o?r''.  ''  r'  '^"^'  P'"'^  ^'^^'  ^"^^^^  ^^^  '^'  prefervatiot 
of  the  Proteftant  religion,  into  execution.     Even  when  they  were  in 

the  meridian  of  their  power,  they  gave  way  to  the  reprieve  of  Good- 

man    the  prieft ;  nor,  when  the  bloody  infurredion  in  Ireland  had  pro- 

fhe  faf'r      r  •      ?"  '"  ^'"  '^''  '^^  ^°^^^^^^°"  °^  '^'^  religion  ^and 
the  fafety  of  civil  fociety  were  incompatible,  did  they  fo  ftrenuoudy  in- 

fift  on  the  execution  of  the  law  againft  Jefuits  and  feminary  priefts  as 
to  bring  any  one  of  this  order  to  punifhment.     Thefe  priefts.  who  oc- 
cafioned  the  prefent  difpute  between  the  King  and  the  parliament 
were  not  executed,  as  fome  authors  have  alleged,  but  banilhed.     Par!, 
lifjf,  vol.  A.  p.  ^8. 

•  Some  time  after,  the  King  communicated  a  letter  to  the  parlia- 
ment, wh.ch  fecretary  Nichols  had  received  from  Venice,  whefen  it 
was  la,d.  that  the  pope  was  much  incenfed  againft  the  parliament's 
proceedmgs  aga.nft  Romift  priefts  and  recufants  ;  and  that  he  wou  d 
end  an  army  mto  Ireland,  if  the  parliament  did  not  difchar.e  thofe 
feven  pnefts  whom  the  King  had  reprieved.  This  ridiculous  me„ae 
occafioned  the  pari.ament  again  to  petition  the  King  to  put  thef~e 

th°a    fh     C    "T- '"  ?"""°"-    ""'  ""^  '""'  "-"^  *=  C"'"'""-  voted 
that  the  Capuchin   fnars   at  Somerfet-houfe  Ihould    be  immediatelv 

fe,zed  and  brought  before  them.  The  French  ambaflador  und  r 
whofe  .mmedute  care  they  at  this  time  were,  excufed  himf  If  from 
obey  ng  the  order,  on  pretence,  that,  as  the  Capuchins  were  fenttto 
England  on  articles  of  treaty  between  the  two  crowns,  he  could  not  do 
u  without  the  permiffion  of  the  King  his  matter,  or  he  expref"com! 
mand  of  the  Kmg  and  queen  of  England  ;  but  offered  to  keep  them 
[jJchaSrVh  f  T^-i^oufe.  and  that  no  mafs  Ihould  be'^aid  h 
/  t    P   u  7^,''°"'^  ^«ft^d  ftrisfied  with  this  excufe,  and  accepted 

^  ^  raifed. 
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Ann.  1641.    raifed,  and  the  pulfe  of  the  public  beat  high  for  a 
full  enjoyment  of  Liberty:  the  mechanic  ncglciStcd 
his  art,  the  apprentice  his  employment;  fliops  were 
left  empty ;  and  even  the  women,  laying  afide  their 
domcftic  cares,  engaged  with  the  men  in  political  in- 
trigues :  a  rage  for  reformation  feized  the  w  hole  com- 
munity *,    the   generous   ardor  burnt  in  every  honcfl 
breaft  j  and  all  but  the  fenfual,  the  fuperflitious,  the 
dependant,  and  thofe  whofe  intereil  was  immediately 
concerned  with  the  errors  of  the  prefcnt  cftabliihment, 
lent  their  affiftance  toward  the  throwing  down  the  fa-* 
bricks,  and  plucking  up  the  foundations,  of  tyranny. 
Such  being  the  difpofition  of  the  public,  the  popular 
leaders  had  recourfe  to  the  fpirit  without  doors,  to  get 
the  better  of  the  oppofition  they  found  within.     Se- 
veral common-council-men,  and  others  of  good  re- 
pute in  the  city,  in  a  petition  which  fet  forth  their 
fears  on  the  occafion  of  colonel  Luns ford's  having  the 
command  of  the  Tower,  entreated  the  Commons  to 
take  fuch  means  as  fhould  fccure  the  city  and  king- 
dom againfl  farther  mifchiefs  *.     The  Commons  con- 
ferred with  the  Lords ;  the  Lords  refufmg  to  join  in 
an  addrefs  for  the  removal  of  Lunsford,  the  Com- 
joarnaisof    mous,  after  voting  that  they  held  colonel  Lunsford 
voULp!3'56.  unfit  to  be  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of  London,  as  he 
was   a   perfon   in  whom   the  Commons  of  England 
could  not   confide,  fet   forth   a   declaration,    proteft- 
ing  their  innocence  of    the  mifchiefs  likely  to  en- 

•  Vicars,  in  his  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  fays,  that  men  of  the  beft 
note  and  quality  in  the  city,  both  for  piety  and  ability,  went  with  this 
petition  to  the  parliament- houfe,  with  -an  equipage  of  fifty  or  fixty 
coaches.     Pari,  Cbron. 
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fue  * ;  and  afTerting,  that  the  malignant  party  were  -^"n*  »^4>' 
not  only  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  in 
Ireland,  but  likewife  by  the  interruptions  which  the 
public  bufinefs  received  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  number  of  biihops  and  Papifls,  noto- 
rioufly  difafFected  to  the  public  good,  who  had  voices 
in  that  aflembly.  This  declaration  being  read  in  the 
upper  houfe,  it  was  moved  and  carried,  that  the  de- 
bates on  it  lliould  be  adjourned.  On  this  the  popular 
lords,  to  the  number  of  twenty-one,  entered  their 
proteft ;  and  the  Commons  ordered  the  earl  of  New- 
port, the  then  fuppofed  confiable  of  the  Tower,  to  rc- 
fide  in  the  place,  and  take  on  himfelf  its  cuflody  and 
guard.  The  earl  of  Newport  fent  them  word,  that 
the  King  had  difcharged  him  from  that  truft  f.  This 
made  the  public  difcontent  fwell  fo  high,  that  the 
lord-mayor  informed  the  King,  that  there  w^ould  be  a 

-  •  The  Commons  alleged,  they  had  already  found  ill  confequences 
from  Lunsford*s  being  lieutenant  of  the  Tower :  Merchants  had  al- 
ready withdrawn  their  bullion  from  the  Mint;  and  ftrangers,  whofe 
fhips  had  brought  in  great  (lore,  did  forbear  to  bring  it  there.  Nalfon^ 
vol.  II.  p.  778. 

-f  The  following  was  the  pretended  reafon  for  the  earl's  difcharge : 
That  whilfl:  the  Xing  was  in  Scotland,  at  a  meeting  at  the  earl  of  Hol- 
land's houfe  at  Kenfington,  where  there  were  many  members  of  both 
houfes  prefcnt,  on  a  difcourfe  of  plots,  the  earl  (hould  fay,  «  If  there 
be  fuch  plots,  we  have  his  wife  and  children  here."  This  Newport 
ftrongly  denied  i  on  which  the  King  replied,  «  I  am  forry  for  your 
lordfhip's  memory."  This  being  told  the  Peers,  they  defired  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Commons  on  the  fubjea ;  and  both  houfes  concurred  in 
petitioning  the  King  to  declare  who  was  the  reporter  of  the  fcandal. 
The  King  denied  he  had  exprefled  any  fuch  belic-f  i  allured  them  he 
gave  no  credit  to  the  rumour;  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  name  the  in- 
tbrmer.     Rupwortb^  vol.  IV.  p.  464,  ^  fc^. 
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Ann.  1641.  general  rifing  in  the  city,  to  attempt  the  Tower.  Oft 
this  the  keys  were  taken  from  Lunsford,  and  given 
to  Sir  John  Byron,  a  man  ahnoil  as  difagreeable  to  the 
public  as  his  predeceflbr. 


Nalfon, 
vol.II.p.644. 


When  the  Commons  deputed  their  committee  to 
treat  with  the  city  concerning  a  loan  of  money  for 
the  Irilh  wars,  they  were  told,  with  a  juft  freedom, 
that  the  privilege  of  parliament  was  a  great  hindrance 
to  their  trade.  The  citizens  farther  delivered  their 
opinion  on  the  following  articles  :  That  Popifli  lords, 
and  other  fufpecflcd  perfons  of  quality,  ought  to  be 
fccured ;  and  that  the  bifliops  maintaining  their  feats 
in  parliament  was  an  impediment  to  the  progrefs  of 
tliofe  good  laws  and  motions  which  had  been  fent  up 
by  the  Commons  to  the  Peers.  This  declaration  of 
the  fenfe  of  the  city  was  farther  enforced  by  a  peti- 
tion, fubfcribed  by  aldermen,  common-covincil-men, 
fubiidy-men,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  it  was  directed  to  rfie  houfe  of  Commons  ;  be- 
ginning with  an  acknowledgment  of  their  laborious 
endeavours  for  a  reformation,  which  had  removed  fe- 
veral  preflures  and  grievances,  notwithftanding  the 
impediments  that  had  arifen  from  Popifh  lords,  and 
bifhops,  voting  in  the  houfe  of  Peers :  it  complained 
of  the  defperate  plots  of  Papifls  and  their  adherents, 
now  actually  operating  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  threatening  England  in  a  manner  that  filled  every 
mind  with  apprchcnfions  ;  fo  that  the  trade  of  the 
kingdom  was  flopped,  no  man  following  his  occupa- 
tion chearfully,  wliilil  the  lives  of  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily, and  the  public  fafcty,  Avas  in  danger:  it  com- 
plained 


CHARLES 


I. 


I  27 


plained  of  the  bold  infolcnt  carriage,  and  threatening  Ann.  1641. 
fpeeches  flung  out  by  the  Papills  in  the  realm  j  their 
endeavour  to  raife  a  difrefpecl:  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  againll  the  parliament ;  their  feditioufly  mif-  ^f?!"* 
conftrumg   the   citizens'  dutiful  and  loyal  entertain- ^  f^a/ 
ment  of  his  majefly  to  be  a  deferting  that  honourable 
aflembly,  the  leafl  thought  of  which  they  did  utterly 
deteft  and  abhor.      To  prevent  the  deftrudlive  plots  of 
the  Papifts  and  their  adherents,  the  petitioners  prayed, 
that  confiderable  forces  might  be  fent  into  Ireland ; 
this  kingdom  put  into  a  poflure  of  defence ;  that  the 
Commons  would  be  a  means   to  obtain  the  concur- 
rence of  the  King  and  Lords,  in  the  punifhment  of 
delinquents,  the  redrefling  the  grievances  of  church  and 
commonwealth ;   and  that  they  would  take  into  par- 
ticular confideration  the  abufes  crept  into  the  ancient 
government  of  the  city  *.      To  the  better  eflfec^ing  of 
this,   that  the  Popifh  lords,  and  bifliops,  fliould  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  houfe  of  Peers,   as   had   been  de- 
fired  by  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  city,  when  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  were  freely  lent  to  raife  forces  for 
Ireland. 


This  petition  was  in  its  nature  too  pleafing  to  the 
prevailing  party  in  the  houfe  of    Commons  not  to 
meet  with  encouragement.     An  aflximbly  having  met  ciarerdon'j. 
together  in  Southwark,  on  a  bufinefs  of  the  fame  kind,  p^V''' "' 
they  were  diflurbed  by  a  meddling  oflicious  conflable 

•  This  probably  relates  to  that  difpute  between  the  mayor  and  com- 
monalty of  the  city  which  had  been  referred  to  parliament,  and  yet  re- 
mained unfettled. 
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Ann.  1641.  of  the  high-church  fa(5i:ion ;  a  riot  enfued,  but,  on  a 
.  writ  being  directed  to  the  fheriiF  to  proceed  againll 
the  parties,  the  leading  men  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons declared,  that  the  matter  afFecSted  their  privi- 
leges, the  conilable  having  interrupted  a  fet  of  well- 
afFecHied  men,  who  had  met  together  to  addrefs  that 
alTembly.  On  this  an  order  palled,  that  the  under- 
fheriff  fliould  be  enjoined  not  to  fuffer  proceedings  to 
be  made  vipon  any  inquilition  that  might  concern  per- 
fons  who  were  met  together  to  fubfcribc  a  petition  to 
be  preferred  to  that  houfe. 


Whilst  the  partizans  of  Liberty  were  thus  unit- 
ing their  forces,  and  making  vigorous  efforts  to  re- 
move the  obftacles  which  impeded  their  deligns, 
Charles,  who  had  been  hitherto  totally  unable  to  di- 
vert the  popular  current  which  had  run  fo  flrongly 
for  his  enemies,  was  making  impotent  attempts  to 
obflruc5l  its  courfe.  He  not  only  gave  private  orders 
to  Lunsford  and  others  to  withftand  the  mob  in  their 
tumultuous  clamors  againll  bifhops  and  Popifh  lords  *, 
but,  afFe(5ting  fears  for  his  own  perfon,  retained  a 
guard  of  diibanded  officers,  who  waited  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Irilh  war,  and  were  ready  to  engage  in 


Ludlow,  p-  9 


*  By  the  influence  of  Gurnay,  the  lord  mayor,  the  common-coun- 
cil had  paffed  an  adt  for  addreffing  the  King  to  keep  his  Chriftmas  at 
•  Whitehall :  the  King  promifed  compliance,  provided  the  city  magi- 
ftrates  would  take  a  courfe  for  preventing  tumults  j  and  knighted  fc- 
ve«  aldermen,  who  brought  the  addrefs:  he  afterwards  fent  a  meflage 
to  a  court  of  common-council,  on  the  fubjeft  of  tumults.  It  appears 
by  the  debates  of  this  court,  that  the  trained-bands  were  very  much 
difafFe(^cd  to  the  royal  caufc.     Rujhworthy  vol.  IV.  p.  4;o. 
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any  mifchievous  delign  which  fliould  be  propofcd.  Ann.  i6<n. 
Tlicfc  defperadoes  were  entertained  and  fed  with  great 
pomp  at  Whitehall.  The  gentlemen  of  the  inns  of 
court  were  like  wife  tampered  with,  and  fome  of  them 
oiFcred  their  ailillance  to  defend  the  pcrfons  of  the 
King  and  queen:  of  this  idle  crew  there  were  that 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  "  Let  us  not  fufFer  thefe  fellows 
at  Wcflminfler  to  domineer  thus,  but  bring  up  our 
tenants  to  puil  them  out."  The  mob  was  not  only  Tumults, 
infulted  with  contemptuous  words,  fuch  as  "  round- 
headed  dogs  *,"  but  fwords  were  drawn,  and  many  of 
them  flallied,  and  otherwife  wounded  f.  The  gen- 
tleman-uflier  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  haying,  by  the 
command  of  that  afTcmbly,  ordered  the  concourfe  of 

*  Dugdale  fays,  that  the  German  reformers  cut  their  hair  round,  in 
contradidion  to  the  conformifts,  who  were  vain  and  coftly  in  their  at- 
tire, and  wore  a  great  quantity  of  hair :  the  reformers  in  England  took 
example  from  their  German  brethren.  The  queen,  who  had  a  great 
deal  of  levity  in  her  condud  and  manner,  obferving  Samuel  Barnar- 
diilon  (one  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  non-conforming  fed)  marching 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  apprentices,  cried  out,  "  See  what  a  hand- 
fome  young  round-head  is  there ;"  the  appellation  was  affeded  by  her 
whole  party,  and  was  publicly  ufed  by  Hyde.  The  King's  guard  of 
bravoes  were  in  return  called  Cavaliers.  Thefe  terms  were  afterwards 
ufed  to  diftinguilh  the  two  parties.  Bugdaky  p.  8.  Rapin^  vol.  XL 
p.  294.     Clarendon's  Hijl.  vol.  I.  p.  267. 

f  The  news  that  Lunsford  and  others  of  the  gang  had  drawn  their 
fwords  upon  the  people  being  carried  into  the  city,  great  multitudes  of 
that  body  ran  down  to  Weftminflier,  with  ftaves  and  other  weapons. 
This  occafioning  a  more  than  ordinary  uproar,  the  afllduous  lord- 
mayor  ordered  the  gates  to  be  fliut,  and  put  the  trained- bands  in  arms ; 
whilft  the  King,  on  his  part,  commanded  the  militia  of  London  and 
Weftminfter  to  aflemble  by  turns,  and  guard  his  perfon.  Rr.pitj^  ' 
vol.  XI.  p.  294. 

Vol.  III.  s  people 
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Ana.  1641.  people  to  difpcrfc,  was  told,  that  they  were  willing 
to  go  ;  but  that  colonel  Lunsford  and  others  were  lay- 
ing in  wait  for  them  in  Weilminfler-hall,  and  that 
many  of  their  fellows,  in  their  way  home,,  had  been 
hurt  by  his  foldiers.  The  Lords  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  what  warrant  had  been  given  to  the 
foldiers  to  come  down  to  the  parliament-houfe  ?  what 
notice  had  been  given  to  any  others  to  come  down  ta 
Weflminller  in  multitudes  ?  and  who  gave  the  occa- 
lion  that  fwords  were  drawn  and  blows  given  in  Weft- 
minfler-hall  *  ?    On  an  inquifition  which  the  houfe  of 

*  Some  time  before  this,  a  company  of  watchmen,  with  halberts» 
were  fet  as  a  guard  on  both  houfes  of  parliament.  The  Lords  quef- 
tioned  them  why  they  came  there  ?  and  fent  for  the  high-conftable : 
he  alleged,  that  he  received  a  warrant  from  the  ju dices  of  peace,  fet 
forth  by  the  King's  writ,  direded  to  them :  the  Commons  fummoned 
thefe  juftices  before  them :  the  juftices  pleaded,  that  the  writ  was 
granted  forth  by  the  diredion  of  the  houfe  of  Peers.  It  was  found 
ihey  had  exceeded  their  authority  in  fending  conftables  when  there  was 
no  tumult,  and  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  in  ordering 
down  armed  men  to  the  parliament,  without  acquainting  them  with  it. 
One  of  the  juftices,  named  Long,  who  had  figned  the  warrant  for  the 
guards,  was  fent  to  the  Tower. 

To  fupprefs  riots  the  Lords  had  ordered,  that  the  lord-keeper  Ihould 
iflue  out  writs  according  to  the  ftatute  of  Henry  V.  cap.  8.  This  fta- 
tute  cxpofes  thofe  who  are  found  in  riots  to  be  tried  by  the  King  and 
council,  and  punifhed  according  to  the  arbitrary  decifions  of  that  tri- 
bunal. It  was  therefore  laudable  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  exert 
their  prefent  authority  to  refcue  the  fubjeft  from  an  unconftitutional 
law. — They  were  guilty  of  an  a<5t  of  power,  on  another  occafion,  that 
was  very  unjuftifiable.  Sir  Walter  Earl  had  given  an  information  to 
the  houfe  of  fome  dangerous  words  fpoken  by  feveral  perfons,  but  did 
not  name  the  offenders :  the  houfe  ordered  the  fpeaker  to  ilTue  out  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  fuch  perfons  as  Sir  Walter  Earl  fhould  nominate 
to  him.     This  was  an  a6t  of  power  unnecelTarily  tyrannical  and  uncon- 

ftitU' 
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Commons  made  on  this  bufinefs,  they  were  informed  An„.  ,64,. 
by  one  of  their  own  members,  that,  on  his  queftion- ^„f  ?,"'„, 
mg  a  guard  of  foldiers,  which  he  found  in  the  way  '^  '"•• 
he  was  told  that  they  were  fet  there  by  the  command 
of  the  lord-archbifliop  of  York.     Mr.  Hollis  was  fent  . 
up  to  the  Lords  to  complain  of  the  outrages  which 
had  been  committed  on  the  perfons  of  the  King's  fub- 
jec^s  ;  and,  that  this  might  be  a  free  parliament,  to 
defire  them,  according  to  their  own  propofition  *,  to 
jom  with  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  a  petition  to  'his 
majefty,  that  the  parliament  might  have  a  guard,  and 
fuch  a  one  as  fliould  be  approved  by  the  t^vo  houfes, 
to  be  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Effex.     The  Lords 
not  then  thinking  fit  to  agree  with  the  repeated  re- 

ftitutional ;  Cnce  though  the  conftitution  does  not  limit  the  houfe  of 
Commons  in  means  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  yet  it  does  not 
permit  them  to  infringe  thofe  liberties  in  the  fmalleft  degree.     miro» 
vol  II.  p  T^a;,  732,  &p.  j2g.     Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  X  p.  98.     5/«/«to  J 
J^arge,  vol.1,  p.  215. 

•  On  the  occaHon  of  the  late  fray,  the  Lords  had  defired  the  Com- 
mons to  join  with  them  in  a  declaration,  to  be  publilhed,  teftifying 
their  diOike  of  the  arTcmbling  of  the  people  in  fuch  a  difordered  mZ 
ner  about  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ;  and  that  they  would  likewife 
petition  the  King  for  a  guard.     The  Commons  returned  anfwer    that 
they  would  agree  with  their  lordlhips  in  all  good  and  lawful  means  for 
the  fafety  of  the  parliament;  but  for  printing  a  particular  declaration, 
they  had  entered  into  a  debate  on  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  thing  of  grea 
confideration    that  would  require  time.     Clarendon  fays,  that  on  the 
receipt  o    the  Lords'  meffage,  fome  of  the  popular  mVmber    urg  d! 

That  they  mutt  not  difcoutage  their  friends;  this  beina  a  time  fhev 
muft  make  ufe  of  all  friends."  Pym  faid.  «.  God  f6rbid°the  houfe  of 
Commons  mould  proceed  in  any  way  to  dilhearten  people  to  obtah, 
lol!  I.^;  aet"'"    """'  ^^-  ^'"•^-  P-'^7,.35.  'alrX'^S 
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qucRs  of  the  Commons  *,  they  direaed,  that  the  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Wellminllcr  lliould 
take  care  that  good  watches,  fufliciently  armed,  fliould 
be  fet  in  fucli  convenient  places  as  fhould  be  neccf- 
fary  for  their  fafeguard ;  and  that  halberts  fhould  be 
provided  for  the  fei-vice  of  the  houfe.  They  farther 
declared,  that  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  every  member 
to  bring  his  own  fei-vant  to  attend  at  the  door,  armed 
with  fuch  weapons  as  they  fhould  think  fit.  The  King 
was  addrelTed  on  this  fubjed  in  the  name  of  the 
*  low-er  houfe :  This  addrefs  fet  forth,  that  there  had 
been  feveral  attempts  heretofore  to  bring  deflrudtion 
on  their  whole  body  at  once ;  that  a  malignant  party, 
bitterly  envenomed  againfl  them,  was  daily  gathering 
llrength  and  confidence,  and  was  now  come  to  fuch  a 
height  as  to  give  boldnefs  to  fome  not  only  to  im- 
brue their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  fubjec^s  at  the 
very  doors  of  the  parliament,  and  at  the  King's  own 
gates,  but  had  given  out  infolent  and  menacing 
fpeeches  againfl  the  parliament  itfelf;  fo  that  they 
conceived  they  coiild  not,  with  the  fafety  of  their 
perfons,  on  which  the  peace  of  the  whole  kingdom 
depended,    fit   any  longer   unarmed    and   without  a. 

•  The  prefent  obftinacy  of  the  Lords  in  this  matter  is  very  furpriz- 
ing :  They  had»  on  the  King's  return  from  Scotland,  fo  ftrongly  con- 
curred with  the  Commons  in  their  defire  for  a  guard  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  EfTcx,  that  they  deputed  fome  of  their  own  body 
to  make  this  requeft  •,  and  now,  when  themfelves  not  only  acknowledged 
that  there  was  a  great  occafion  for  the  parliament  to  have  a  guard,  but 
made  the  firft  motion  for  it,  they  would  not  concur  with  the  Commons 
on  the  means  to  have  one  of  their  own  chufing,  but  prefTed  them  to  ac- 
cept of  one  that  ihould  be  appointed  by  the  King. 

.  guards 
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itrr^he'forf  "^     .^""^^  '"''"'''S  ^^-^  the  ...,ef   .       ^  ' 
Lilt  rore-mentioned  frn^r    ^u^  ^  ^^^^.^ei- Ann.  1641. 

without  rcafon,  regarded  it  .1'  /'^^^°"^"^°"«.  not         . 
fubjefts  ;  and  it  aflbrdcd  the  '  .      P""^  '™'  °"  ''^^ 
teeming  the  mob  f      The  K       V      ^'"'''''^  ^o^'  P^o- 

iuving  been  committed  on  the  n     V         °"'"  ^"^^'"^« 
^ere,  by  the  exprefs  llr      r^'^?  °^  "°'«.  t«T 
-^  liberty  t,  and^Datici  Hyde  a      /  '°^'^- ^ouii,  fet 
--illcd  out.  «  he  would  cu?tt'  M  '''°'™^''  *^«^-.  -bo 
-aded  dogs  that  bawled  '^ft"°^'^  °'  ''^^'^  -und- 
^y  the  citizens,  and  broug^b  Ire  t^r  T  ''^"'^'^ 
"^ons,  who  committed  him  to  nr r         °''^'  ""^  ^°™- 
l^™  from  all  employment Tn  IXd  "'  "'  "'^^^^^'^ 

'•efolution  of  defend^'      TeTr'  ^"'^  ^™  ^°  'h-- 

<^^  voting  in  p.rn'ZlCltnZ  '"^  ''''''  ^''''''^^^ 

'      "^"^  ^»  unexpeaed  acci- 

''y '°  '■«"™  ^"  -<■-.  W-..^  x;  p  ,:"'"^^ ''''  ''^y  -8- 

t  Thefe  mobs  are  not  m  h^        r^         ^  ^  ^' 
^  ^^^-  ^^eivea.     Rujh'worth^  vol  IV 
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Ann.  164T.  dent  fubdued  that  obftinacy  which  had  withaood  the 
general  voice  of  the  people,  and  the  repeated  endea- 
vours of  the  Commons.  Williams,  the  prefent  arch- 
bilhop  of  York,  whofc  fcrvile  nature  admitted  of  a 
great  degree  of  infolence  of  temper  *,  in  his  way  to 
the  houfe  of  Lords  fell  in  v/ith  a  body  of  apprentices, 
who  had  jufl  delivered  in  a  petition  for  the  laws  to 
be  put  in  execution  againft  prieils  and  Jefuits ;  that 
the  perfons  of  Papills,  and  other  dangerous  perfons, 
might  be  fecured ;  and  for  the  removal  of  prelates 
and  Popifh  lords  f.  He  obferving  one  particular  youth 
who  was  louder  than  the  refl  in  his  clamors  againft 
bifliops,  had  the  imprudence  to  lay  hands  on  him : 
This  produced  a  contcft ;  the  youth  w^as  refcued  by 
his  fellows,  and  the  bifliop's  robes  were  torn   in  the 

*  Clarendon  fays  of  this  prelate,  that,  after  the"King  had  thought  it 
neceOary  to  make  him  archbifhop  of  York,  he  carried  himfclf  fo^info- 
lently  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  out  of  the  houfe  to  all  perfons,  thac 
he  became  more  univerfally  odious  than  Laud  had  been ;  and  that  the 
hatred  he  had  incurred  was  an  encouragement  to  the  Commons  to  fend 
lip  a  fecond  bill,  with  fome  little  alteration,  to  remove  bifliops.  Wil- 
liams was  a  man  of  cunning  but  not  judgment,  of  an  abjedt  nature, 
without  generofity  or  honour;  whilft  he  wa"s  in  difgrace  with  the  King' 
he  made  low  court  to  the  party  in  oppofition,  and  performed  many  ufe- 
ful  offices  for  them :  the  popularity  he  had  acquired  by  this  means 
making  him  of  fome  confequence,  he  was  preferred  by  the  King,  to 
whom  he  ingratiated  himfclf  by  flattering  his  religious  prejudices,  and 
betraying  his  friends  who  had  fupported  his  charafter  at  the  time  when 
he  was  perfecuted  by  Laud,  and  iil-treated  by  the  court. 

t  The  apprentices  afiert  in  their  petition,  that  they  are  engaged  by 
'the  late  proteftation  to  defend  the  King's  rights,  the  liberties  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  fubjefts  in  general,  againft  Papifts  and  Popifli  innova- 
tions; fuch  as  archbifhops,  bilhops,  and  their  dependants,  appear  to 
be.     This  is  the  firft  time  that  this  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  protefta- 


tion.   Rujhzvcrib,  vol.  IV.  p.  462, 
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fcufHe.  Williams,  tranfported  with  pafTion  and  in-  Ann.  1641. 
dignation,  fummoned  all  his  fellow  prelates^vho  were 
in  town,  and  propofed  to  them  to  join  in  a  protefta,- 
tion,  to  be  addrefled  to  the  King  and  the  houfe  of 
Peers.  This  propofal  being  agreed  to,  he  immediately 
prepared  a  paper,  which  fet  forth,  "  That  though  the  Protedation 
bifliops  had  an  undoubted  right  to  fit  and  vote  in  par-  o^^'^'^^i''^*'?^- 
liament,  and  ought  to  be  protected  by  the  King  in 
this  privilege,  yet  in  going  thither  they  had  been 
menaced  and  aflaulted  by  the  multitude,  to  the  dan- 
ger of  their  lives,  and  could  find  no  redrefs,  upon 
fundry  complaints  made  to  both  houfes  on  thefe  par- 
ticulars ;  that  as  they  could  no  longer  with  fafety 
attend  their  duty  in  the  houfe,  they  did  proteft  againft 
all  laws,  votes,  and  refolutions,  as  null  and  void,  which 
fhould  pafs  during  the  time  of  their  forced  and  vio- 
lent abfence."  This  paper  was  diredled  to  the  King, 
with  an  humble  defire  that  he  would  fend  it  to  the 
Lords,  and  command  that  it  fliould  be  entered  in  the 
Journals  of  the  houfe.  The  archbifliop  hurried  to 
Whitehall  for  the  royal  approbation  :  Charles,  ever 
precipitate  in  his  determinations,  entered  with  eager- 
nefs  into  the  politics  of  the  bifhops :  "  The  houfe  of 
Peers  could  do  nothing  in  their  abfence ;  this  would 
afl^a  the  refolutions  of  the  lower  houfe ;  this  would 
put  an  efFedual  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  intended 
reformation;  the  houfe  of  Peers  might  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  bifliops  with  a  warmth  that  might  occafion 
fuch  a  difagreement  as  fliould  oblige  the  Commons  to 
give  up  their  pretenfions  in  this  point ;  or  it  might 
introduce  a  favourable  opportunity  to  bring  about  a 
diflblution."     Thus  fanguine  were  the  King's  hopes 

on 
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Ann.  i6|i.  OH  cvci)'  plaufiblc  expcclieiit  that  was  propofcd  to 
him.  I'hc  paper  was  immediately  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  tlic  lord-kccpcr  Littleton,  with  an  injunc- 
tion that  he  fhould  prefcnt  it  to  the  hoiifc  as  foon  as 
it  met  t-  Littleton,  who  was  a  ilate-pviritan  '^  by- 
principle,  though  a  courtier  in  pra6lice,  burnt  with 
a  dcfire  to  perfect  a  reconciliation  with  the  prevailing 
party  in  the  houfe  of  Commons :  he  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  ingratiating  himfelf,  by  complying  with 
their  refolutions  in  giving  up  his  privilege  of  voting 
on  the  trial  of  Straflbrd ;  and  finding  that  great  ufe 
might  be  made  of  this  proteftation,  lie  did  not  offer 
an  objection,  but,  obfcrving  the  ilr'nSt  letter  of  the 
command,  read  it  openly  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  not 
without  making  fome  comments  on  it  very  much  to 
the  difadvantage  of  the  protefling  party.  The  affem- 
bly  of  Peers  was  at  this  time  not  only  purged  of  the 
company  of  bifliops,  but  the  Popifh  lords  were  like- 
wife  frightened  away  by  the  rage  of  the  people. 
This  proteftation,  therefore,  to  the  confufion  and  dif- 
appointment  of  the  King  and  the  prelates,  ac^ed  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  their  expetSlations :  the  popular 
lords,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  cried  ovit,  that  the  hand 
of  God  now  appeared  in  bringing  that  to  pafs  which 
they  could  never  otherwife  have  effected.  The  houfe 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  defux  an  immediate  conference 
with  the  Commons :  the  proteftation  was  read  by  the 
keeper,  and  delivered  to  them  with  this  advice.  That 


•f-  The  houfe  had  two  days  recefs  during  the  Chriftmas  holidays. 

•  The  oppofers  of  t|ie  power  of  the  crown  were  called  State  Puri- 
tans.    Rapin, 

he 
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he  had  received  it  from  the  King's  own  hand,  with  a  Ar^.  1641. 
command  to  prefent  it  to  the  houfe  of  Peers :  he  told 
them,  in  the  name  of  that  aflembly,  that  the  pro- 
teftation containing  matters  of  dangerous  confequencc, 
extending  to  the  deep  trenching  upon  the  fundamen- 
tal privileges  and  being  of  parliaments,  they  thought 
fit  to  communicate  it  to  the  Commons,  as  a  thing  of 
great  and  general  concernment.  On  the  report  of 
this  conference,  it  was  refolved  in  the  lower  houfe, 
that  the  twelve  bifhops  who  had  figned  the  paper 
(liould  be  accufed  of  high-treafon,  for  endeavouring 
to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  and  being  of  par- 
liaments. Mr.  Glyn  was  fent  up  on  this  errand  :  he 
deUred,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons,  that  the  bifliops 
might  be  put  in  fafe  cuftody.  The  Lords  complied 
with  the  requeft  j  the  parties  were  brought  to  the  bai* 
as  delinquents  *,  and  then  committed  to  the  Tower  f  ; 


f 


*  Archbifhop  of  York,  bifliops  of  Durham,  Coventry  and  Litch- 
field, Norwich,  St.  Afaph,  Bath  and  Wells,  Hereford,  Oxford,  Ely, 
Gloucefter,  Peterborough,  and  LandafF.  The  Commons  having  ob- 
tained this  point,  dropped  their  firft  profecution  againft  the  thirteen 
bifhops.  On  this  impeachment  of  the  bifhops,  Mr.  Roufe  made  a  fpeech 
to  the  houfe  to  perfuade  them  to  interpofe  their  authority  to  prevent  the 
confccration  of  three  of  the  bifhops  newly  appointed  :  two  of  them  had 
undergone  that  ceremony,  and  were  already  invefted  in  their  office. 

Hall,  biftiop  of  Norwich,  had,  at  the  infligation  of  Laud,  written 
a  treatife  to  vindicate  the  jus  divinutn  of  bifhops.  Though  this  abfurd 
do6lrine  is  ftrongly  inculcated  in  this  work,  yet  it  was  done  with  too 
much  moderation  for  the  archbilhop,  who  corrected  it  and  improved 
it  with  his  own  hand,  before  he  fuffcred  it  to  be  pubiifhed.  Par!.  Hift, 
vol.  X.  p.  146,  ^  fe^, 

■\  The  two  archbifhops.  Laud  and  Williams,  having  ever  been  of 
the  fame  principles,  and  having  only  differed  as  their  feveral  interefls 
thwarted  each  other,  thofe  interefts  being  now  reconciled  by  the  fimi- 
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Ann.  1641.  not  an  individual  in  either  houfe  having  ventured  to 
fpeak  one  word  in  their  vindication :  one  pcrfon  faid, 
that  "  he  did  not  believe  them  guilty  of  high-trea- 
fon,  but  they  were  flark  mad,  and  ought  to  be  fent 
to  Bedlam  *." 

larity  of  their  fituations,  became  perfedl  friends,  each  of  them  expref- 
fmg  contrition  for  that  mutual  animofity  which  had  contributed  to  the 
overthrow  of  a  fuperftition  calculated  to  fupport  the  prelates  in  power^ 
pomp,  and  luxury. 

•  The  difgracc  of  the  bifliops  was  celebrated  with  bonfires,  and  all 
forts  of  public  rejoicings. 


CHAP. 


in. 


I'be  King  enters  into  new  projeSls  to  fubdue  oppojition.  His  at^ 
torney  brings  into  the  upper  houfe  a  charge  of  high-treafon  againfl 
the  lord  Kimbolton,  and  five  members  of  the  lower  houfe.  The 
King  goes  to  the  lower  houfe ,  with  an  intention  tofeize  the  five 

members. They  elude  the  danger  by  an  efcape .^---^^Confufion 

and  terror  of  the  public.         The  King  endeavours,  but  in  vain, 
i^fiften  their  refentment .—^^The  parliament  adjourn,  and  ap- 

point  a  committee  to  fit  at  Guildhall. Complaifance  of  the  city 

to  the  parliament's  committee. The  city  petition  the  King 

He  retires  from  Whitehall  to  Hampton-Court. Re-meeting  of 

parliament  -,  with  the  triumphant  return  of  the  committee  and  the 
fix  accufed  members. ^^-^-^Declaration  of  the  parliament  againfl  the 

King's  proceedings. They  appoint  themfelves  a  guard. — — . 

Petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bucks The  par ^ 

liament  fecure  the  town  and  garrifon  of  Hull,  audmanifefl  other 
fymptoms  of  diflrufl. The  Scotch  commifjioners  inter efi  them- 
felves in  the  quarrel  between  the  King  and  parliament .^-^■^-^T he 
Commons  make  new  attempts  to  wreji  the  power  over  the  militia 

from 
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from  the  King-,  and  publi/Jj  a  declaration  for  putting  the  king- 
dom into  a  poflure  of  defence The  parliament  re-adjourn,  and 

appoint  a  com?nittee  to  fit  at  Grocers  Hall,  with  a  guard 

NewprojeasoftheKing Caution  of  the  Commons They 

impeach  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  the  King's  attorney The  Lords 

pafs  fentence  on  him Mr.  Pym's  fpeech  to  the  Lords  on  the 

fate  of  public  affairs Proceedings  againjl  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond.  Farther  proceedings  on  the  militia Various  peti- 
tions  Harmony  between  the  two  houfes The  bill  for  de- 
priving bifiops,  &c.   with  the  pr effing  aB,  paf  the  Lords 

Farther  proceedings  againfl  the  impeached  biJhops,^And  on  the 

militia The  queen  leaves  the  kingdom The  royal  a/fent 

given  to  the  bill  againjl  bifJjops,  and  the  preffing  adl Impeach- 
ment againfl  the  lord  Digby The  King  denies  his  affent  to  the 

parliament's  ordinance  on  the  militia Spirited  tranfaaions  of 

the  parliament The  King  retires  northward.^^Aas paffed. 

Affairs  of  Ireland. 

■VTOTWITHSTANDING  the  advantage  the  bifhops 
■»-'«    had  given  their  adverfaries,    yet   the   caufe   of 
Liberty  was    more  triumphant   in  appearance  than  in 
reahty.     The  clofe  conjuncStion  of  the  Popifh  and  pre- 
latical  fadions,  a  ftrong  combination  of  felf-intereft 
with  prejudice,  formed  a  powerful  oppofition  againfl: 
the  defigns  of  the  patriot  party.     The  King  had  fo 
great  an  influence  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  the  popular  members  could  carry  any  mate- 
rial point  againtt  him,  as  appears  in  the  votes  on  the 
remonftrance.      He  yet  maintained  a  majority  among 
the  Peers,    notwithftanding   the  confinement   of  the 
bilhops  ;  they  having,  after  this  event,  refufed  to  join 
with  the  lower  houfe  in  their  petition  for  a  guard, 
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Ana.  1641.  and,  though  earneflly  folicited,  declined  going  on  the 
exclufion-bill.  The  zeal  of  the  multitude,  if  not  con- 
tinually fed  with  fuel,  foon  cools  ;  and  even  now  the 
treachery  of  the  court  began  to  be  lefs  apprehended, 
and  the  King's  fuppofed  connivance  at  the  Irifli  rebel- 
lion (which  had  generally  gained  belief,  and  excited 
the  utmoft  difguft  and  horror)  was  fo  ftiifly  and  ob- 
llinately  denied  by  the  facflion  of  royaliils,  that  it  was 
treated  with  an  univerfal  fcepticifm.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  weaknefs  and  the  wickedncfs  of  the  King's 
adminiftration,  the  known  immorality  of  his  politi- 
cal charadler,  his  acknowledged  fervitude  to  a  fuper- 
ftitious  intriguing  woman,  entirely  governed  by  her 
priefls ;  notwithftanding  the  feverities  and  inconve- 
iliencies  which  this  nation  had  experienced  from  mo- 
narchical and  prieflly  government  ;  notwithftanding 
the  virtue  and  abilities  of  the  leaders  in  oppofuion, 
the  righteoufnefs  and  rationality  of  their  caufe ;  not- 
withftanding that  the  people,  to  the  very  loweft  or- 
ders, had  already  tafted  the  fweets  of  Liberty ;  fucli 
is  the  fluctuating  temper  of  the  common  herd  of 
mankind  ;  fuch  their  want  of  conception  in  every  ar- 
J  tide  of  political  happinefs ;  fuch  their  attachment  ta 
eftabliihed  forms,  however  pernicious  and  erroneous  ;. 
fuch  their  obedience  and  blind  faith  in  thofe  that  are 
their  fuperiors  in  fortune  and  in  rank ;  that  the  cur- 
rent began  to  change.  Had  the  King  remained  quiet 
and  avoided  giving  any  farther  difguft,  had  he  pa- 
tiently waited  that  fortune  which  accident  and  the 
caprice  of  human  nature  was  preparing  for  him,  the 
tide  of  bigotry  to  kings  might  have  returned  ftronger 

than 
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than  it  had  ebbed,  and  bore  down  with  it  all  thofe  Ann.  1641. 
bulwarks  which  the  champions  of  Liberty  had  erecfted 
for  the  new-acquired  rights  they  had  obtained  for  the    . 
people.     Such  evil  was  not  at  this  time  to  be  the  por- 
tion of  Great  Britai^t. 

Charles,  whofe  fanguinenefs  of  difpofltion,  on  any 
favourable  appearance,  was  equal  to  his  dejedlion  of 
fpirit  in  contrary  circumftances,  grew  elated  to  a  high 
degree  at  the  flattering  account  which  his  creatures 
daily  gave  him  of  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  ►  The 
party  in  oppoiition  were  reprefented  as  driven  to  their 
laft  fhifts  ;  that  many  of  them,  forefeeing  they  Ihould 
be  forfaken  by  the  people,  to  avoid  punifliment,  in- 
tended to  fly  the  country.  Such  was  the  confidence 
which  this  dawn  of  fortune  infpired  into  the  royal 
party,  that  Falkland  accepted  of  the  office  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  *,  Sir  John  Colcpeper  that  of  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hyde  was  promifed  a  pre- 
ferment fuitable  to  his  merit.  Charles,  intoxicated 
with  this  returning  profperity,  determined  at  one 
ftroke  to  fubdue  his  half-vanquiflicd  enemies,  and 
open  a  way  by  which  all  the  conccflions  which  had  ^1 
been  extorted  from  him  might  be  rcfcindcd. 


Acherley*s 

itannic 
Conflitution,, 
p.  412. 


*  Sir  Henry  Vane's  difmifilon  from  this  office  gave  fo  much  cha- 
grin to  the  Commons,  that  he,  with  the  earl  of  Salifbury,  was  fpe- 
cially  recommended  to  ;he  King,  to  be  re-taken  into  his  fervice.  Sir 
Henry  Vane  junior,  the  fon  of  the  fecretary»  being  difmifled  from  the 
office  of  treafurer  of  the  navy,  it  was  voted,  that  the  houfe  would  take 
it  into  confideration  when  they  ffiould  confider  the  next  bill  for  tonnage? 
and  poundage.    Jcurnah  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  360. 

When: 
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Ann.  1541.         When  the  lord  Saville,  in  confequence  of  his  fiic- 
ceisful  forgery,  had  overwhehned  his  rival  Strailbrd 
with  the  vengeance  of  an  enraged  parliament,  he,  be- 
traying his  friends  and  afTociatcs,  informed  the  King^ 
that  the  Scots  had  had  a  general  invitation,    from  the 
leaders  of  the  difcontented  party,  to  invade  England ; 
and  that  many  of  his  Haunch  oppofers  in  parliament 
had   been   of  the   cabal.      On   this    intelligence,  the 
King  undertook  a  journey  to  Scotland,  to  furniih  him- 
felf  with  matter  for  an  accufation,  and,  by  the  force 
of  bribery  and  flattery,  to  break  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  Scottifli  and  Englifh  leaders.      It  is  faid,  he 
fucceeded  fo  far  as   to  difcover  that   thofe  w^o  were 
the  aaive  and  leading  men  in  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment had  not  only  encouraged  but  folicited  the  Scotch 
invafion  *.      He  was   prevented  from  making  an  im- 
mediate ufe  of  this  information  by  the  outcry  which 
the  Irifh  maflacre  had  raifed  againfl  him,  and  by  the 
fears  and  jealoufies  which  the  rumour  of  a  confpiracy 
at  Edinburgh,  to  take  off  by  afTaffination  the  marquis 
of  Hamilton  and  the  earl  of  Argyll,  had  occafioned 
in  the  Englilh  parliament.     Preparatory,  however,  to 

*  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Montrofe  who  difcovered  feveral  par- 
ticulars to  the  King.  He  could  not  prevail  with  Wareftoun  to  give  up 
the  invitation  forged  by  the  lord  Saville,  which  had  been  cntri7fted  to 
his  hands.  It  is  furprifing  that  the  King  (hould  have  fo  eager  a  defire 
to  pofTefs  this  paper,  fince  he  .knew  that  it  was  forged  by  Saville,  the 
man  who,  notwithftanding  this  intelligence,  he  had  promoted.  Ware- 
ftoun, not  knowing  what  ufe  the  King  intended  to  make  of  it,  excufed 
himfelf  from  delivering  it,  cut  out  the  fubfcriptions,  and  fent  each  to 
the  perfon  for  whom  they  were  forged.  Burnet's  Hijloty  of  His  Oivn 
T^mes,  vol  I.  p.  29. 


CHARLES       I. 


143 


thi 


IS 


f 


this  important  enterprize,  he  difmifled  the  guards  Ann.  1641. 
which  this  aflembly  had  raifed  for  their  fecurity,  took 
away  the  care  of  the  Tower  from  the  earl  of  New^port, 
and  placed  Sir  Thomas  Lun.3ford  in  the  office  of  lieu- 
tenant ;  a  man,  who,  as  Clarendon  fays,  was  only  ciarendonv 
known  by  the  difadvantage  of  an  ill  charatfler,  who  p.  280. 
would  be  faithful  for  the  obligation,  and  execute  any 
thing  that  fhould  be  required  of  him.  The  inflant 
and  peremptory  demands  of  the  populace  obliging 
the  King  to  difmifs  Lunsford,  Sir  John  Byron,  another 
creature  of  the  court,  was  put  in  his  place ;  and  a 
regiment  of  difbanded  reformadoes  *  entertained  at 
the  royal  palace.  The  Commons,  ever  fufpecfling 
treachery  on  the  King's  part,  were  jullly  alarmed  at 
thefe  fufpicious  circumftances,  and  continued  to  peti- 
tion for  a  guard  -,  appointing  a  committee  to  fit  in  the 
city,  during  their  recefs  of  three  days,  to  receive  the 
King's  anfwer,  and  tranfatfl  this  bufinefs.  The  King, 
for  very  important  reafons,  continued  deaf  to  the  ear-  voT'xr 
neft  defire  of  the  Commons,  and  fent  them  word,  p-  304- 
That  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  grounds  of  their 
apprehenfions  ;  if  he  had  any  knowledge  or  belief  of 
the  leafl  defign  of  violence  againfl  them,  he  would 
purfue  the  contrivers  of  it  with  the  fame  feverity  and 
deteftation  that  he  would  do  the  greatefl  attempt  on 
his  crown  ;  and  he  engaged  folemnly,  on  the  word  of 
a  King,  that  the  fecurity  of  all  and  every  one  of  them 
from  violence  was  and  fliould  ever  be  as  much  his 
care  as  the  prefervation  of  himfelf  and  children ;  and 

*  The  parliament  had  thefe  reformadoes  in  fo  great  diftruft,  that 
they  were  difbanded  on  their  firft  meeting,  before  the  reft  of  the  Eng« 
Hfli  troops. 

if 
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Ann.  1641.  if  this  general  airurance  could  not  fuffice  to  remove 
their  apprchcnllon,  he  would  command  fuch  a  guard 
to  wait  upon  them  as  he  would  be  rcfponlible  for  to 
Him  who  had  charged  him  with  the  fafety  and  pro- 
tection of  his  fubjeds.  The  populace  of  London  had 
entirely  difperfed,  and  the  King  fent  to  his  good  friend 
the  lord-mayor  and  the  common-council  of  London 
to  take  meafurcs  to  prevent  their  re-meeting. 

On  the  third  of  January,  the  day  the  parliament 
met   after   their   recefs,    the   Commons    received   the 
King's   denial  to   their  requefl  for  a  guard  of  their 
Pari.  Hift.     own  appointing.      In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day, 
Tieq.'^"'^^' Herbert,    the  attorney-general,    informed   the   Lords, 
that  he  had  fomcwhat  of  importance  to  communicate 
to  them  from  the  King,  who  had  commanded  him  to* 
accufe  the  lord  Ki'mbolton  *,  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
and  five  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  of  high- 
trcafon ;  that  his  majeily  had  himfelf  delivered  liim 
in  writing  the  articles  on  which  he  accufed  them. 
Tims  faying,  he  read  the  following  engrofled  im- 
peachment : 

"  That  the  accufed  members  had  endeavoured  to 
fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  of  government,  to  de- 
prive the  King  of  his  regal  power,  and  to  place  in  his 
fubjedts  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power : 

"  That  they  had,  by  foul  afpcrfions  on  his  majefly 
and  government,  endeavoured  to  alienate  the  afFe(5lions 
of  his  people,  and  to  make  his  majefty  odious  : 
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"  That  they  had  endeavoured   to  draw  his   late  Ann.  1641. 
army  into  difobedience  to  his  commands,  and  to  lide 
•with  them  in  their  traitorous  defigns : 

"  That  they  had  traitoroufly  invited  arid  encou- 
raged a  foreign  power  to  invade  his  majefly 's  king- 
dom of  England. 

"That  they  had  traitoroufly  endeavoured  to  fub- 
vert the  very  rights  and  being  of  parliament : 

"  That  they  had  by  force  and  terror  compelled  the 
parliament  to  join  with  them  in  their  traitorous  de- 
fign ;  and  to  that  end  had  actually  raifed  and  counte- 
nanced tumults  againft  the  King  and  parliament ;  and 
that  they  had  traitoroufly  confpired  to  levy,  and  had 
actually  levied,  war  againfl:  the  King." 

Mr.  Attorney,  having  read  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment, farther  faid,  that  he  was  charged  to  defire,  on 
his  majefty's  behalf,  firft.  That  a  feled  committee, 
under  a  command  of  fecrefy,  fhould  be  appointed  to 
take  the  examination  of  fuch  witneflfes  as  the  King 
would  produce  in  this  bufinefs,  as  formerly  had  been 
done  in  cafes  of  the  like  nature  ;  fecondly,  Liberty  to 
add  and  alter,  if  there  Ihould  be  caufe ;  thirdly,  That 
their  lordfhips  would  take  care  for  fecuring  the  per- 
fons,  as  in  jufl:ice  there  Ihould  be  caufe. 

Amazement  feized  the  Lords  on  hearing  both  houfes 
of  parliament  in  a  manner  accufed  of  high-treafon ; 
every  ac^  which  had  been  made  to  fecure  the  people 
from  any  future  attempt  on  their  Liberties,  condemned 
as  irregular,  and  extorted  by  violence ;  and  themfelves 
Vol.  IIL  U  requefl:- 
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Ann.  1641.  requefted  to  perform  fo  unconflitutional  an  ac^  as  to 
commit  five  members  of  the  lower  lioufe,  over  which 
they  had  no  power.  When  the  aiTembly  had  a  little  reco- 
vered their  furprize,  they  appointed  a  committee  to  exa- 
mine the  regularity  of  this  proceeding,  whether  there 
ever  had  been  fuch  a  one,  and  whether  an  accufation 
againft  a  peer  might  be  brought  into  their  houfe  by 
the  attorney-general.  They  took  no  other  notice  of 
the  accufation  againfl  the  five  commoners  but  by  ac- 
quainting their  houfe,  that  fome  of  their  members 
were  accufed  of  high-trcafon  *. 

Whilst  this  fcene  was  acting  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  the  Commons  were  informed,  that  Sir  William 
Flemming,  Sir  William  Killigrew,  and  others,  were 
at  Mr.  Hollis's  and  Mr.  Pym's,  fealing  up  their  trunks, 
doors,  and  papers.  On  this  intelligence,  the  Com- 
mons ordered  their  ferjeant  to  go  and  break  open  the 
feals,  and  apprehend  thofe  who  put  them  on;  and 

♦  Clarendon  fays,  that  it  was  the  lord  Digby  who  advifed  the  Kincr 
to  this  accufation ;  and  promifed  him,  that  as  foon  as  the  attorney-ge° 
neral  had  read  the  impeachment,  he  would  move  for  the  commitment 
of  the  lord  Kimbolton  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  feemcd  more  fur- 
prized  and  perplexed  at  the  event  than  any  other  member  in  the  houfe; 
and,  fitting  next  the  lord  Kimbolton,  whifpered  him  with  fome  emo- 
tion, that  the  King  was  mifchievoufly  advifed,  that  to  prevent  farther 
evil  he  would  know  immediately  whence  the  counfel  proceeded ;  that 
fo  faying,  he  retired  in  great  confufion.  Clarendon  is  of  opinion,  that 
^  Digby  had  performed  his  promife  it  would  have  raifed  a  very  hot 
difpute  in  the  houfe.  This  opinion  proceeded  rather  from  the  fame 
fanguinenefs  of  difpofition  which  had  betrayed  the  King  and  Digby  into 
the  ill-timed  accufation,  than  from  juft  grounds.  It  is  likely  that 
Digby*s  timidity  was  occafioned  from  the  unexpedled  appearance  of  re- 
fentment  he  faw  in  the  houfe.     Clarendon's  Hijf,  vol.  I.  p.  282. 
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paiTed  an  order.  That  if  any  perfons  whatever  fliould  Ann.  1641. 
come  to  the  lodgings  of  any  member  of  the  houfe, 
and  offer  to  feal  his   doors,  trunks,  or  papers,  that 
then  fuch  member  fliould  require  the  afliilance  of  the 
conflable  to  keep  fuch  perfons  in  fafe  cullody  till  the 
houfe  fliould   give  farther  orders ;   that  if  any  perfon 
fliould  offer  to  arrell  or  detain  any  member,  without 
firil  acquainting  the  houfe  therewith,  it  Ihould  be  law- 
ful for  fuch  member  to  fland  upon  his  defence,  and 
for  any  perfon  to  affift  him,  according  to  the  protefla- 
tion  taken  to  defend  the  privileges  of  parliament.     A 
conference  on  the  fubjedt  of  this  breach  of  privilege 
being  immediately  demanded  of  the  Lords,  the  Com- 
mons entreated  that  aiTembly  to  join  in  a  requeft  to 
the  King  to  remove  the  guards  at  Whitehall ;   and  that 
the  parliament  might  have  fuch  a  guard  as  Ihould  be 
approved  of  by  his  majeily  and  both  houfes  ;    that 
their  lordihips  would  join  in  vindicating  the  privileges 
of  parliament ;  and  if  a  guard  could  not  be  obtained, 
that  they  would  take  into  confideration  the  adjourning 
to  a  place  of  fafety. 

On  the  fubjed  of  this  conference  the  Lords  pa/Ted 
the  following  orders :  That  all  the  chambers,  ftudies, 
and  trunks  belonging  to  Mr.  Hollis,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr. 
Hampden,  or  to  any  member  of  parliament,  that  have 
been  fealed  up  and  locked,  fhall  be  forthwith  unfealed  • 
and  unlocked,  and  left  to  their  free  ufe  and  difpofure  ; 
that  this  houfe  will  join  with  the  houfe  of  Commons 
in  an  humble  petition  to  the  King  for  a  guard  in  tlie 
fame  manner  as  they  defire,  and  that  it  fliall  continue 
as  long  as  the  King  and  both  houfes  fliall  think  fit. 

U  2  On 
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Ann.  1641.  On  this  day  of  bufinefs,  Francis,  the  King's  ferjeant 
at  arms,  came  to  the  houfe  with  a  meflage  from  the 
King:  on  being  admitted,  he  informed  the  fpeakcr, 
that  he  was  commanded  by  the  King's  majefly  on  his 
allegiance  to  require  of  him  five  gentlemen,  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  that  thefe  gentlemen 
being  delivered,  he  was  ordered  to  arrell  them,  in  the 
King's  name,  of  high-trcafon ;  that  the  names  of  the 
five  gentlemen  were,  Mr.  Hollis,  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig, 
Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Hampden,  and  Mr.  William  Strode.  On 
this  meflage,  the  Commons  with  great  calmnefs  dif- 
charged  the  ferjeant,  and  ordered  Sir  John  Colepeper, 
the  prefent  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  lord  Falkland, 
fecretary  of  flate,  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  and  Sir  John 
Hotham,  to  attend  his  majefly,  and  acquaint  him, 
That  his  meflage  was  a  meflage  of  great  confequcnce, 
as  it  concerned  the  privileges  of  parliament,  and 
therein  the  privileges  of  all  the  Commons  of  England ; 
that  they  would  take  it  into  ferious  confideration,  and 
would  attend  his  majefly  with  an  anfwer,  in  all  hu- 
mility and  duty,  and  with  as  much  fpeed  as  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  bufmefs  would  permit ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  houfe  would  take  care  that  thofe  gentlemen 
mentioned  in  the  mefTage  fhould  be  ready  to  anfwer 
any  legal  charge  laid  againfl  them.  After  this,  the 
fpeaker,  by  the  command  of  the  houfe,  enjoined  the 
.  accufed  members  to  give  their  attendance  de  die  in  diem*. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fucceeding  day,  the  King  not 

♦  A  committee  of  both  houfes  having  been  fcnt  to  the  King  to  re- 
monflrate  on  this  breach  of  privilege,  he  told  them,  that  the  houfe 
Ihould  have  an  anfwer  as  foon  as  it  was  fct. 
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^    havmg  fent  a  fatisfadory  anfwer  to  the  joint  petition  Ann.  ,64,. 
of  both  houfes  for  a  guard,  the  Commons  teflified  to 
the  Lords  their  uneafinefs  on  this  head,  becaufe  they 
had  received  information,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
inns  of  court  had  been  dealt  with  to  come  armed   to 
Whitehall  when  they  fliould  be  required  *  ;  and  that  a 
fcandalous  paper  had  been  publiflied,  to  the  injury  of 
fome  members  of  both  houfes,  containing  articles  of 
high-treafon  againfl  them ;   they  defired  the  Lords   to 
join  with  them  in  finding  out  the  authors,  and  bring- 
ing them  to  condign  punifliment  f.    The  King,  on  tlie 
return  of  his  ferjeant  empty-handed,  entered  on  the 
execution  of  the  lafl  part  of  his  projea ; .  viz.  the  go- 
ing himfelf  in   perfon  with  an  armed  force,  taking 
the  houfe  at  a  furprize,  and  feizing  the  five  mem- 
bers J.      This  was  determined  on  the  receipt  of  the 
mefiage  from  the  Commons  ;  but  the  morning  bring- 
ing  more   timid  reflections,   the    King   went   to   the 
queen's  apartment,  and  expoftulated  with  her  on  the 

•  They  received  a  meflage,  the  night  before  they  were  examined,  to 
keep  withm  the  fucceeding  day,  and  be  ready  at  an  hour's  warninir    if 
his  majefly  fhould  have  occafion  to  ufe  them.     The  articJes  of  accufa- 
tion  againfl  the  fix  members  were  likewife  fent  to  them.     Rujjwort/j 
vol.  JV.  p.  476. 

t  An  order  pafled  the  Commons'  houfe,  that  the  trained-bands  of 
the  city  of  London  fhould  be  put  in  readinefs  for  the  fafetv  of  the 
King  s  perfon,  the  city,  and  the  commonwealth  ;  and  that  there  fhould 
be  a  flrong  guard  and  watches  fet  at  all  places  convenient  about  the 
city,     jourmls  of  the  Commom,  vol.  II.  p.  366. 

t  According  to  a  plan  which  had  been  previoufly  laid,  Lilly  fays,  that 
all  Chnftmas  time  ther.  were  private  whiiperings  in  court,  and  fecret    ' 
counle  s  held  by  the  queen  and  her  party,  with  whom  the  King  ht  in 
council  very  late  many  nights.     Lilly,  p.  ^y, 
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Ana.  1641.  hazard  of  the  attempt,  expreffing  fomething  like  a 
dctermmation  of  not  putting  it  in  execution.  The 
queen  was  tranfported  with  paffion  at  this  want  of  re- 
folution:  "  Go,  coward  !  exclaimed  this  imperious 
woman,  pull  thefc  rogues  out  by  the  ears,  or  never 
fee  my  face  more."  The  fubmiffive  hulband  obeyed, 
and  went  flrait  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  with  a  train 
of  five  hundred  followers.  The  houfe  having  re- 
ceived intimation  of  the  King's  intention  *,  ordered 
the  five  members  to  w^ithdraw,  left  the  houfe  fhould' 
be  engaged  in  blood  f.  This  order  was  hardly  obeyed 
when  the  doors  were  flung  open,  and  the  King  ap- 

*  One  captain  Langrifli  rufhed  through  the  King's  train,  and  brought 
the  houfe  intelligence  of  his  hoftile  appearance:  at  the  fame  time  The 
affembly  was  informed,  by  one  of  its  own  members,  that  endeavours 
would  be  ufed  that  day  to  fcize  the  five  members.  It  is  faid,  the  inti- 
jnation  came  from  the  countefs  of  Carlifle,  who  overheard  the  dialogue 
between  the  King  and  queen.  Clarendon  hints,  that  it  came  from  Wil- 
liam Murray,  of  the  bed-chamber :  but  the  fufpicions  of  this  author 
arc  feldom  well  grounded.  Murray  was  fo  far  from  adling  as  a  fpy  for 
the  oppofition,  that,  in  a  refolution  of  the  Commons'  houfe,  he,  among 
others,  is  particularly  objedbed  to,  as  improper  to  be  trufted  about  the 
perfon  of  the  King.  Lilly  the  aftrologer  fays,  that  whillt  he  was  at 
dinner  at  Whitehall,  Sir  Peter  Wich,  one  of  the  court  attendants,  burft 
into  the  room,  and  broke  open  the  cheil  which  contained  the  arms :  the 
adion  frighted  the  whole  company ;  and  one  of  them  ran  to  inform 
fome  members  of  the  Commons'  houfe,  that  the  King  had  hoftile  in- 
tentions. JJllfs  Obfervations  of  tke  Life  and  Death  of  King  Charles ^ 
P-59- 

f  Mr.  Strode  was  unwilling  to  withdraw ;  but  the  houfe  infifted  on 
his  obedience,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  defending  their  privilege 
by  force  of  arms.  The  fix  members  repaired  for  fhclter  to  a  houfe  in 
Coleman  ftreet  in  the  city.  The  lord  Digby  was  mad  enough  to  offer 
to  go  with  a  fcled  company  of  gentlemen,  and  to  bring  them  away,  or 
Jcave  them  dead  on  the  place.     Clar,  Hifi»  vol.  I.  p.  283, 

pcar- 


iSi 


peared:  he  walked  immediately  up  to  the  chair,  and  Ann.  16^1. 
faid,  "  By  your  leave,  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  muft  borrow 
your  chair."  After  having  ftood  in  it  fome  time,  and 
eyed  the  members  as  they  rofe  up  uncovered  to  re- 
ceive him,  he  afked  the  fpeaker,  whether  he  faw  any 
of  the  accufed  members,  and  where  they  were  ?  The 
fpeaker,  falling  upon  his  knee,  replied,  "  I  have  nei- 
ther eyes  to  fee,  nor  tongue  to  fpeak,  in  this  place,  • 
but  as  the  houfe  is  pleafed  to  dired;  me,  whofe  fervant 
I  am  here ;  and  humbly  beg  your  majefty's  pardon 
that  I  cannot  give  any  other  anfwer  than  this  to  what 
your  majefty  is  pleafed  to  demand 'of  me."  On  this 
the  King  told  the  houfe,  he  had  fent  a  ferjeant  at 
arms  to  apprehend  fome  that,  by  his  command,  were 
accufed  of  high-treafon,  imto  which  he  expected  obe- 
dience, and  not  a  mefTage  ;  that  he  muft  declare  unto 
them,  that  albeit  no  King  that  ever  was  in  England 
fhould  be  more  careful  to  maintain  their  privileges 
than  himfelf,  yet  he  muft  let  them  know,  that  in  cafes 
of  treafon  no  perfon  had  privilege;  and  therefore  he 
was  come  to  know  if  thofe  perfons  he  had  accufed 
were  amongft  them,  for  fo  long  as  that  was  the  cafe, 
he  could  not  expedt  that  the  houfe  would  be  in  the 
right  way  he  did  heartily  wifli  it  j  he  was  come  to  tell 
them,  he  muft  have  the  perfons  accufed  wherefoever 
he  could  find  them  * ;  that  fmce  the  birds  were  all 
flown,  he  did  exped  that  the  houfe  would  fend  them 
unto  him  as  foon  as  they  returned,  otherwife  he  muft 

*  An  evidence  that  he  meant  to  ufe  force  had  they  been  in  thehoufci 
though  he  afterwards  called  God  to  witnefs,  that  he  did  not  intend  via- 
knee.     C/ar. //j/?.  vol.  I.  p.  341. 
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take  fomc  other  courfe  to  find  them  •,  he  never  did  in- 
tend force,  but  to  proceed  in  a  legal  and  fair  way  •, 
and  whatfoever  he  had  done  in  favour,  and  to  the 
good  of  his  fubje(5ts,  he  meant  to  maintain.  Thus 
having  faid,  the  King  retired  in  fome  confufion,  many 
members  crying  out,  "  Privilege !  Privilege  *  !  " 

The  houfe  adjourned  itfelf  till  the  next  day.  Great 
was  the  confufion  and  terror  of  the  public  on  this 
event.  The  accufed  members  removed  themfelves 
into  the  city  ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  the 
whole  night  in  arms.  Alarms  of  various  kinds  were 
raifed,  that  the  cavaliers  and  Papifis  were  come  to  fire 
the  city,  and  that  the  King  was  at  the  head  of  them. 
The  next  morning,  orders  having  been  fent  to  the 
lord-mayor  to  call  a  common-council,  Charles,  at- 
tended by  three  or  four  lords,  went  to  Guildhall:  he 
told  the  council,  that  he  was  come  to  demand  fuch 
perfons  whom  he  had  accufed  of  treafon,  and  did  be- 
lieve they  were  Ihrouded  in  the  city ;  he  hoped  no 
good  man  would  keep  them  from  him  ;  their  offences 
were  treafon  and  mifdemeanors  of  an  high  nature: 
he  did  dcfire  their  loving  affiftances  therein,  that  they 

♦  The  Commons  had  fent  a  mcflage  the  night  before,  complaining, 
that  the  King  had  infringed  their  privileges  in  fending  his  fcrjeant  to 
their  houfc  to  feize  their  members.  On  the  delivery  of  this  melTage, 
the  King  returned,  that  he  would  fend,  an  anfwer  the  next  morning  as 
foon  as  the  houfe  was  fct.  To  the  lords,  who  had  been  fent  from  the 
upper  houfe  to  folicit  a  guard,  he  faid,  he  could  not  give  a  prefcnt  an- 
fwer, by  rcafon  of  fome  weighty  affairs  that  were  then  before  him ;  but 
he  believed  he  fliould  fend  one  either  that  day  or  the  morrow.  This 
was  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  he  went  to  feize  the  five  mem- 
bers.    Rujhwortb^  vol.  iV.  p.  476.     Pari.  Hifi,  vol.  X-  p.  162. 

might 
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might  be  brought  to  a  legal  trial ;  and  whereas  there  Ann.  1641. 
were  divers  fufpicions  raifed  that  he  was  a  favourer 
of  the  Popifli  religion,  he  did  profefs,  in  the  name  of 
a  King,  that,  he  did,  and  ever  would,  and  that  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  be  a  profecutor  of  all  fuch  as 
Ihould  an>-wifc  oppofc  the  laws  and  ftatutcs  of  the 
kingdom,  either  Papifts  or  fcparatifls ;  and  not  only 
fo,  but  would  maintain  that  true  Protcftant  religion 
which  his  father  did  profefs.  Certainly  the  King  was 
yet  intoxicated  with  the  entertainment  he  had  received 
from  the  city,  and  fondly  imagined,  that  in  the  flat- 
tery of  the  lord-mayor  and  a  few  of  the  aldermen 
was  included  the  fentiments  of  all  the  men  of  pro- 
perty in  London  ;  otherwife  he  could  never  have  ima- 
gined by  fuch  means  to  get  pofTcflrion  of  the  five 
members,  or  have  thought  this  an  occafion  to  ac- 
knowledge himfelf  ftrongly  attached  to  his  father's 
fuperftition,  and  an  inveterate  oppofer  of  that  altera- 
tion in  religion  which  was  at  this  time  univerfally 
dcfu-ed.      Charles,  who  thought   that   the   fmiles  of  t^u.it- 

'/111  neiv.ingcii- 

majelty  had  an  irrcfiftible  influence  on  the  affe(flions  ?Jcavour$,  but 

_r  '  r  t       '  '"  vain,  to 

or  men,  put  on  au-s  ot  popularity,  and,  after  ufing  Soften  the  re- 
many  gracious  expreflions  of  the  eficcm  he  had  for  [hVpJbUc°.^ 
the  company,  told  one  of  the  flierifl?s,  who  was 
known  to  be  attached  to  the  parliament,  that  he 
would  dine  with  him.  He  had  the  mortification, 
however,  to  depart  without  receiving  any  mark  of 
applaufe  or  approbation.  As  he  returned  home,  lie 
was  followed  by  the  people,  but  received  no  other 
infult  than  a  paper  flung  into  his  coach  by  a  pam- 
phlet-writer, whereon  was  written  thefe  words,  "  To 
Vol.  III.  X  vour 
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An.  .64.   your  tents.  O  Ifrael  * ! "  the  croud  contenting  them- 

felves   with   crying  out,  "   Privilege   of  parliament  - 

Privilege  of  parliament  f !  " 

^oiiJX.  A  PROCLAMATION  was  ilTued  out  the"next  day  for 
the  appreheHfion  of  the  fix  members  t ;  with  a  prohi- 
bition to  all  pcrfons  to  harbour  them ;  and  the  arti- 
cles  of   their  charge  were   printed   and   difperfcd  §. 

•  The  words  ufed  by  the  Ifraelites,  when  they  abandoned  their  weak 
and  tyrannical  prince  Rehoboam. 

«/  ^"'^u'^*'"'  !■'"'  ""^  ^'"§  '""^  "°  incivility,  in  the  leaft  ni-afure 
offered  to  h.s  perlon ;  only  many  cried  out  as  he  pkd  the  ftrcetT  "  S  r' 
let  us  have  our  juft  libenies ;  we  deHre  no  more  "    i!^,  pTi'. 

t  Mr.  Hollis  and  Mr.  Strode  had  already  fuffered  many  vears  imnrl 
fonment    after  the  diflblution  of  that  parliament  which'  imn  ed'feJ 
p^ced^^he  twelve  years  of  arbitrary  government  without  p^ament 

5  Clarendon,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  vindicates  the  legality  of  the 
King  s  proceedmgs,  talces  great  pains  to  exculpate  himfelfTn^f      ^ 
Falkland  and  Colepeper.  from  being  the  adWfers  of   hf  p^lr  f 
fertmg.  That  notwithftanding  they  had  inlifted  in  the  Ibrv  S    unH 
promife  that  the  King  would  enter  into  no  new  counfclswl  hour  the" 
advice,  they  were  abfolute  ftrangers  to  meafures  they  deteaed  "nf  f 
which  they  could  not  avoid  being  looked  upon  as  the  autho  3 '    If  ,h 
IS  true.  It  proves  undeniably,  that,  however  honourable  the  term   „l 
on  which  this  tnumv  rate  acceoted  of  nfflr^    .u  ^^^^ 

toxicated  with  its  charms  to  X  any  nfe  c'arl  ^^  7'  "°  '""'''  '"" 

cateideaof  honour,  to  deprive  the:'ofispori':^r^^^^^ 
accufation  of  the  fix  memh^rc    ;«  tu  /     ^  *    ^"^  ^^^ 

enough  for  thefe  new^  orr^of'  Cet  "I^Z^t^'ZJTJ""' 

Ltn=rndCtTrrx;e:dr-'^^^^^ 

the  counfels  of  othersT  to  th™'detriment  of  T""'"^  '"•'"'"''^  ^^ 
their  terentment  on  this  ^oSXTI:^:'^:7^J^ 
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The  houfe  of  Commons  only  met  to  vote,  that  the  Ann.  1641. 
King  had  violated  the  privilege  of  parliament ;  that 
they  could  not  fit  any  longer  at  Weftminiler,  without 
a  full  vindication  of  fo  high  a  breach  of  privilege, 
and  a  guard  for  the  fafety  of  their  perfons  * :  it  was' 
refolved  to  adjourn  till  the  eleventh  f.  A  committee '^^^  P"''^- 
of  twenty-five  was  appointed  to  fit  in  Guildhall,  to"''"'*''^°""' 

managers  of  his  bufinefs  in  the  lower  houfe.    Falkland,  Colepeper,  and 
Hyde    were  taken  into  the  King's  fcrvice  by  the  efpecial  recommenda- 
tion of  the  lord  Digby.     Falkland  had  fcruples  on  undertaking  fo  in- 
vidious  a  tafk,  left  more  (hould  be  expeded  from  him  than  he  could 
honeftly  comply  with ;  but  Hyde  perfuaded  him  out  of  thefe.     Indeed 
the  fcruples  ot  the  latter  feem  not  to  be  very  nice;  he  laments,  that 
the  King  did  nor,  previous  to  the  accufation,  apprehend  the  fix  mem- 
bers    and  keep  them  in   fuch  clofe  cuftody  that  nobody  Ihould  have 
heard  from  them,  nor  they  /rom  one  another :  «  All  which,  fays  he 
would  not  have  been  very  difficult;  and  then  the  high  fpirit;  of^oth 
the  houfes  might  have  been  dejedled  enough  to  have  been  treated 
withal.       It  IS  a  queftion,  which  of  the  two,  Digby  or  Hyde    were 
more  erroneous  in  their  notions  concerning  the  laws  of  the  conftitution 
and  the  temper  of  the  times  :  Hyde  gravely  cenfures  the  fecrecy  with 
which  the  intention  of  accufing  the  fix  members  was  kept,  becaufe  it 
prevented  the  King's  friends  from  taking  advantage  of  the  confternation 
of  the  houfe  to  prefs  fomething  to  his  fatisfadion.     Clarendon's  Hijl. 
vol.1,  p.  268,  284,  306,  -^ 

*.  The  firft  order  pafTed  was.  That  the  door  fhould  be  locked    the 
key  brought  up,  the  outward  rooms  cleared  of  all  perfons  but  the  fer 
vants  of  the  members  ;  that  no  member  Ihould  go  out  without  leave  • 
and  that  fome  of  the  fervants  fhould  be  fent  to  fee  what  numbers  of 
people  were  repairing  towards  Weftminfter.     Nalfon,  vol.  11.  p.  823. 

t  The  Lords  adjourned  themfelves  till  the  time  fixed  for  the  re- 

ZwXl     ^'^l      ^"'^"''  '"^  'PP°'"^^^  ^  ^^"^"^^"^^  f°^  Irilh  affairs, 
which  mould  have  power  to  adjourn  themfelves  from  time  to  time,  and 

fetl7  pir  ^^  "^^"^^  '-'  "^^^-    '-'  ^^-  -^-  ^-  P-  ^^^. 

^  -  con- 
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fournaisof'  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  things  conccming  the  good  and  fafcty 
Commons,  of  the  city  and  kingdom ;  and  particularly  how  the 
voiii,p.368.pj.-^-lggg  of  parliament  might  be  fecured.  .This  com- 
mittee had  the  direction  of  the  Irilh  affairs  ;  and  all 
that  chofe  to  attend  had  voices.  A  meffagc  was  fcnt 
to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them  with  what  had  paffcd 
the  day  before,  and  with  their  rcfolutions. 

Complaifance         r^  .  i  •    ,        , 

of  the  city.  iHE   rcccption  whicli  the  committee  of  the  Com- 

CUr.  Hift.  


vol.1,  p.  285. 


mons'  houfe  found  from  the  city  was  of  the  moll  re- 
fpeaful  kind :  a  guard  of  fubftantial  citizens  ready 
to  attend  them ;  a  committee  of  the  common-council 
appointed  to  bid  them  welcome,  and  to  affure  them, 
that  the  city  would  protedt  them  from  violence  ;  that 
the  guard  fhould  be  relieved  twice  a-day,  if  they  re- 
folved  to  fit  morning  and  afternoon;  and,  that  the 
city  might  know  their  pleafure,  and  what  was  re- 
quired of  them,  they  had  appointed  a  committee  of 
aldermen  and  common-council-men  to  meet  at  the 
fame  hour  they  met.  Nor  were  thefe  all  the  marks 
of  affedlion  which  the  city  of  London  fliewed  to  the 
Theypemion  parliament  and  their  caufe.    They  prefented  a  petition 

CoiS'ns,  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^'  expreffmg  their  fears  and  diftrac^ions  by 
4tocd.  1643,  reafon  of  the  progrefs  of  the  bloody  rebellion  in  Irc- 
p-45.&ftq.  land,  fomented  by  the  Papifls  in  England  and  their 
adherents  ;  the  want  of  aid  to  fupprefs  them  ;  the  fe- 
veral  intimations  they  had  had,  both  foreign  and  do- 
meflic,  of  the  driving  on  dcfigns  tending  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  lives  and  li- 
berty of  the  fubjea  ;  the  putting  out  perfons  of  truft 
from  the  charge  of  the  Tower ;  the  preparations  there 

lately 
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lately  made ;  the  fortifying  Whitehall  with  men  and  Ann.  1641. 
munition,  in  an  unufual  manner  *,  fome  of  which 
men,   with   provoking   language   and   violence,    had 
abufed  and  wounded  the  citizens  ;  the  late  endeavours 
ufed  to  the  inns  of  court ;   the  calling-in  cannoneers 
and  other  affiilance  into  the  Tower ;  the  late  difcovery 
of  divers  fireworks  in  the  hands  of  a  Papifl ;  and  the 
mifunderllanding  between  his  majeily  and  the  par- 
liament;  the  fears  of  the  petitioners  being  exceed- 
ingly encreafed  by  his  majefty's  late  going  into  the      ^ 
houfe  of  Commons,  attended  by  great  multitudes  be- 
fides  his  ufual  guard,  for  the  apprehending  of  divers 
members  of  that  houfe,  to  the  endangering  his  facred 
perfon,  and  the  perfons  and  privileges  of  that  ho- 
nourable affembly ;   the  effeft  of  thefe  fears   tending 
to  the  overthrow  of  trade,  and  threatening  the  ruin 
of  the  Protellant  religion,  and  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jec^.     The  petitioners  therefore  prayed,  that,  by  the 
advice  of  the  parliament,  the  Proteftants  in  Ireland 
might  be  fpeedily  relieved ;  the  Tower  put  into  the 
hands  of  perfons   of  truil ;    unknown  and  doubtful 
perfons  might  be  removed  from  about  Whitehall  and 
Weftminfler;    an   approved  guard   appointed  for  the 
fafety  of  his  majcfly  and  the  parliament;  and  that 
the   lord   Kimbolton,    and  the  five  members    of  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  lately  accufed,  might  not  be  re- 

*  The  committee  of  the  Commons*  houfe  had  received  information^ 
that  on  the  fourth  of  January,  the  day  in  which  the  King  came  to  the 
lower  houle  to  feize  the  five  members,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
permitted  one  hundred  arms,  two  barrels  of  powder,  and  match  and 
fliot  proportionable,  to  go  out  of  the  Tower  to  Whitehall.  Rujkwcrib^ 
vol..  IV.  p.  480* 

flrained 
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Ann.  .6+..   ftrained  of   liberty,    or  proceeded  againll  othcrwifc 
than  according  to  the  privilege  of  parliament  *. 

It  was  rcfolved  by  the  committee  of  the  Commons' 
houfe,  that  the  flicriffs  of  London  and  Middlefcx  fliould 
raife  th.t poje comitatus  fortheirfafe  coming  to  Weamintter 
the  day  that  aflembly  fliould  meet  again.  On  this  oc- 
caiion  the  watermen  and  failors  tendered  their  fervice 
to  guard  them  by  water ;  and  the  apprentices  to  ac- 
company them  by  land.  The  firll  offer  was  accepted, 
but  the  lafl  was  civilly  refuled  f. 

aI  5"  *''%"°""""'  *<^  Petitioners  fay.  That  his  majeft/s  frequent  de- 
ckrauons  of  h.s  great  care  of  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  city,  of  the 
rue  Proteftant  rel,g,on,  and  of  protefting  and  prefcrving  th^e  peZl 
and  privleges  of  h,s  great  council  affcmblcd  in  the  high  court  of  par 
l-ament,  encouraged  then,  to  addrefs  him  on  thele  lubiefts  The  K^n^ 
jn  h.s  aniwer  to  this  petition,  fays.  That  he  had  remived  llnS^ 
iervant  of  good  truft  and  repuration,  from  the  charge  of.he  Tower 

thofe  he  had  accufed  of^higt;:^  V£  £Vlrdti°"ant 
courle  of  violence,  they  would  believe  his  going  fo  the  houfe  of  Co7 

mons  was  an  ad  of  grace  and  favour  to  that^oi,  a  d  the  tft  pe^ct 

able  way  of  hav.ngio  neceflary  a  fervice  performed.   /{^^J/ vo,Tv 

JaZ)^ ^°"""'Tl  '"''^  ''■""'  '^^'  '^'y  *"«  '"■^"fible  of  their  former 
A  it  w"  c'h  a    ht^        ""'  ?•"''  "  '""^  ''^  •"''  ""^  ''°"''"  -«• 
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-     Charles  began  now  feverely  to  feel  thofe  diflrefles  Ann.  1641. 
and  difficulties   into  which  his   conduct:    had   driven 
him.      It  has  been  reprefented,  that,  before  this  mea- 
fure,  his  affairs  began  to  wear  a  favourable  afpcifl ; 
all  the  {launch  adherents  to  monarchy,  and  idolaters 

cles,  That  it  was  a  privilege  of  parliament,  not  to  be  broken  ofF  or 
d:flblved  till  all  the  grievances  and  opprefllons  of  the  fubjed  were  fully 
redrefled  and  remedied ;  that  it  was  a  privilege  of  parliament,  not  to 
be  broken  off  or  diflblved  till  all  incendiaries  and  delinquents  of  the 
ftate  were  brought  to  condign  punifhment.     Mr.  Glyn,  on  the  fame  oc- 
cafion,  afferted,  that  to  caufe  any  information  to  be  brought  or  preferred 
againft  any  member  of  parliament  into  the  houfe,  without  the  confent 
of  the  houfe,  was  a  breach  of  privilege ;   to  profecute  and  proceed 
againft  them  upon  fuch  an  accufation,  without  the  confent  and  advice 
of  parliament,  was  a  breach  of  privilege ;  to  endeavour  to  create  an 
evil  opinion  in  the  hearts  of  the  fubjed  againft  fuch  accufed  members 
was  a  breach  of  privilege ;  for  any  officer  or  ferjeant  to  come  in  open 
parliament  to  demand  and  arreft  any  fuch  member  accufed,  be  it  of 
high  treafon  or  any  crime  whatfocver,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
whole  houfe,  was  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament;  to  fet  forth 
any  proclamation  to  apprehend  fuch  accufed  perfons,  or  prohibit  their 
repair  to  parliament  as  members  thereof,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
fent of  the  whole  ftate  aflembled  and  fitting  in  free  parliament,  was  a 
manifeft  breach  of  privilege.     Sir  Simon  d'Ewes,  on  the  fame  occafion, 
faid,  that  there  was  a  double  privilege  of  parliament,  the  one  final  and 
the  other  temporary ;  that  its  final  privileges  extended  to  all  civil  caufes 
and  fuits  of  law ;  and  the  other,  which  was  temporary,  to  capital  caufes, 
in  which  the  perfons  and  goods  of  the  members  of  both  houfcs  were 
freed  from  fcizurc  till  the  faid  houfes  were  firft  fatisfied  of  their  crimes, 
and  did  deliver  them  up ;    that  otherwife  all  privilege  of  pariiament 
muft  be  deftroyed,  and  the  houfes  be  deprived  of  their  members  on 

falfc  and  imaginary  charges. Arguments  of  a  like  nature  as  thefe 

urged  by  Sir  Simon  d'Ewes  were  ufed  on  a  very  recent  occafion,  and 
undoubtedly  had  their  weight,  though  not  immediately  operative ;  fince 
the  refolurion  of  giving  up  this  important  part  of  parliamentary  privi- 
lege was  cancelled  in  lefs  than  a  year.  Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II. 
p.  408.  Somrs's  "tra^Sy  vol.  VI.  p.  64,  ^  fe^.  Pari  liift.  vol.  X. 
p.  184,  ^  feq.  188. 
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of  old  forms  and  ceremonies,  of  which  there  were 
not  a  few  in  both  houfcs  of  parliament,  looked  with 
difgutl  and  horror  on  thofc  noble  principles  of  Liberty 
on  which  it  was  obvious  the  leading  members  of  the 
Commons'  hoiife  intended  to  model  the  conflitution. 
Tliefe  illuftrious  legiflators  laboured  under  the  diffi- 
culties which  ever  attend  defigns  of  this  nature,  where 
the  power  of  execution  remains  in  the  body  of  the 
people. 


Societies  whofe  fyllems  of  policy  are  framed  on 
partial  principles  of  convenience  to  the  few,  and  not 
to  the  equal  advantages  and  immunities  of  the  whole, 
cannot  admit  of  thofe  modes  of  education  which  per- 
fc<n:  the  reafon  of  man,  reafon  being  an  irrefiftible 
t,«nemy  to  fuch  fyftems.  Under  governments  of  this 
kind,  the  common  herd  of  men  are  incapable  of 
judging  of  argument,  and  muR  be  led  to  action  by 

»  their  paffions,  not  by  their  underilandings.  Pym, 
Vane,  Hampden,  and  the  other  popular  leaders,  were 
too  fcnfible  of  this  ncceffity  to  truR  the  public'  with 
their  plan,  or  to  attempt  the  explaining  political  truths 
to  the  vulgar  and  illiterate.      To  prevail  with  thefe  to 

)  be  the  agents  of  their  own  happinefs,  they  endea- 
voured by  eveiy  political  art  to  keep  up  their  difguft 
to  the  charader  of  the  King,  and  their  apprehenfions 
of  his  treachery .  The  plot  to  bring  the  army  againfl 
the  parliament,  the  rumor  of  an  intended  aflaffina- 
tion  in  Scotland,  the  IriQi  maiTacre,  the  petulant  in- 
difcretion  of  feveral  Papifts  and  virulent  royaliUs, 
had  furnifhed  them  with  fuel  to  fupport,  for  fome 
time,  the  flame  of  popular  difcontent :  but  paffion  is 

a  prin- 
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a  principle  as  unfleacly  and  uncertain  as  judgment  is  Ann.  16^.1. 
cool  and  determined.      Already  the  zeal  of  the  popu- 
lace began  to  fublide :  the  facflion  of  the  royalifls  were 
not    idle :  every  plaufible  quality  in   the  King's   cha- 
radler  was  exaggerated  to  a  high  degree  of    moral 
virtue ;   every  probable  excufe  was  framed  forhis  pafl 
conduct;    every  treachery  with  which   he  had  been 
cliargcd  was  denied ;  the  attributes  of  piety,  virtue, 
and  honour  were  given  to  him :  thefe,  it  was  aflcrted, 
would  prevent  his   harbouring   malice  againft  thofe 
who  had   oppofed  him  to  the  prejudice  of  his  regal 
rights ;  thefe  would  prevent  his  undertaking  any  dc- 
ligns  againft  the  deinocratical  principles  ihcy  lud  in- 
troduced  into  the  government:  This  being  the  cafe, 
concluded   the   royal    partizans,   it  will  be  the  wiicr 
conduct  to  enjoy  our  new-acquired  rights  with  tran- 
quility, and  fufFer  our  fovercign  to  poilcf!;  the  remain- 
ing articles  of  prerogative  untouched,  rather  than,  by 
endeavouring  at  the  attainment  of  fuperior  privileges, 
to  unhinge  a  fixed  government,  and  incur  the  dan- 
gers and  inconveniencies  of  anarchy. 

Ta  LSI  as  were  the  pofitions  on  which  thefe  arguments 
were  buih,  they  began  to  have  a  prevalent  cllci%  when 
the  accufatlon  of  the  fix  members,  and  the  alHiult  on  the 
houfe  of  Common.';,  determined  the  King's  cluradcr, 
and  made  a  full  difcovery  of  liis  feniimcnts.  There 
remained  now  no  doubt,  that  his  late  condcfccnfion 
was  not  only  conllraincd,  but  ihai  lie  thought  himfclf 
deipoilcd  of  hh  lawful  authority;  and  that  thofc  who 
had  brought  I\im  into  the  neccfllty  of  paning  with 
it,  or  had  taken  advantage  of  that  ncrcflit}',  were 
guilty  of  crcalbn.     la  ihu  cafe  the  iurliamcnt  itfclf 
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could  not  be  innocent.     If  the  fubverting  the  King's 
government  was  treafon ;  viz.  the  depriving  him  of 
the  power  to  impofe  taxes,  imprifon  his  fubjeds,  ex- 
crcifc  martial  law,  innovate  the  eftabliihed  form  of 
woi-lhip,  and  afllime  a  dcfpotic  power  over  the  con- 
fciences  of  his  people ;  if  this  was  treafon,  then  was 
the  whole  parliament  guilty.     If  the  recital  of  the 
King's  mal-adminiilration,  in  the  preambles  of  feve- 
ral  ads  of  parliament,  and  particularly  in  the  rcmon- 
ftrance  of  the  (late  of  the  kingdom,  were  foul  afper- 
fions  on  the  King  and  his  government,  then  was  the 
houfe    of    Commons    a   principal    offender.       If    by 
"  placing  in   the  fubjedt  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
power,"  was  meant  the  enlarging  the  jurifdicfUon  of 
parliament,  and  afluming  an  adl  by  which  that  par- 
liament was  not  to  be  dilTolved  or  prorogued  without 
their  own  confent,  then  were  the  majority  of  both 
houfes  criminal  in  a  high  degree.     If  the  appointing 
a  guard  of  the  trained-bands  to  watch  over  the  fecu- 
rity  of  parliament  was  railing  an  illegal  force,  then 
was  the  whole  parliament  involved  in  the  fame  guilt 
as    the   fix   accufed    members.     If    the    inviting   the 
Scotch  army  to  come  into  England  was  treafon,  then 
was  the  Scotch  invafion  the  highefl  a(5t  of  treafon  j 
notwithftanding  it  had  been  folemnly  declared,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  whole  Icgiflature   of  both  kingdoms, 
that  it  was  a  laudable  exertion  of  duty  ;   then  were 
the  Scotch  covenanters  yet  criminal,  and  the  parlia- 
ment of  England  guilty  of  treafon  in  rewarding  them 
with  a  prcfent  of   three  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  paying  them  the  whole  expence  of  their  expedi- 
tion, inftcud  of  enabling  the  King  to  fubdue  them  by 
force  of  anns.     If  the  pailiamcnt  wa$  compelled  by 

violence 


tmm 


C     H     A     R     L     E     13 


1. 


163 


;! 


violence  and  terror  to  tliefc  ads,  through  tufntiks  Ann.  1641. 
raifed  and  countenanced  by  the  fix  members,  then 
was  every  thing  that  had  been  done  by  this  parlia- 
ment null  and  invalid  *.  If  the  King  was  fincefe, 
when  he  declared  himfelf  tender  of  the  liberties  of 
his  fubjecls,  and  tenacious  of  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament, at  the  fame  time  that  he  intended  an  aflault 
on  the  whole  houfe,  then  his  opinion  of  the  liberty 
of  the  fubje(5l,  and  the  privilege  of  parliament,  was 
yet  of  a  nature  fo  peculiar  as  not  to  interfere  witli 
the  higheft  ads  of  tyranny  and  ufurpation. 

Tins  was  too  obvious  not  to  be  the  rc;ifoning  of  the 
moll  common  underdanding.  Artifice  to  aggravate  the 
King's  adions  wa.s  now  no  longer  ncccflar}';  himfelf  had 
proved  every  thing  iliai  liis  enemies  had  conjcdured  \ 
and  the  majority  of  both  houfes  were  now  convinced 
of  the  neccfliry  of  cuna.il ing  a  power  whichp  it  was 
apparent,  would  be  ufed  to  fuch  pernicious  ends  t« 

•  On  the  rrading  the  projrftation  of  the  VKtire  bifliops  in  the  h<yjfc 
of  Pe«n,  the  lord  ih^^  r*Kj»  iKat  the  pkrliimcnc  w«  not  free,  *nd 
thftt  All  i&%^  voed,  lAd  liws  which  (bould  be  cna^ct)  in  the  ftbfcoce* 
jifKl  wvihoot  the  oflcnt,  o^  the  hw{ho|5^,  ^ooltl  be  of  iwne  cffc^.  Thn 
WIS  fo  far  rcfcntcd  by  the  Lords  as  to  occalioo  thctn  co  pafs  a  vote, 
Th*t  the  paHument  wis  ■  free  pirlUtiKtK.  Inoeliig^iKe  0^  tbh  p*f- 
dge  hrrin^  reached  the  Cotwnons,  they  dcfira!,  thu  lord  Digbf 
fliouW  anIwcT  to  the  bibfroation.  oc  oihcr ^ifc  be  proceeded  igaint^  as 
the  piHiameni  ihould  think  fit:  the  hurry  of  itwc  important  cn>«tfrt 
prevented  the  finhcr  pro6:c%JiiOia  of  this  bulineCk  ParL  ISfi.  vq\»  X. 
p.  151,  ^  j^. 

t  *'  It  could  not  be  co«crivcd,  6yi  KApln,  \ha^  at  a  time  when 
the  mo«kn«  mtxaibcrs  began  to  tinitc  in  il»e  King's  favoor,  in  onler  to 
<tabiilb  A  folid  peace,  he  I>>ould  run  inio  an  idioo  lb  odio^  «nd  o*>- 
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Ann.  1641.  The  only  queflion  which  at  prefent  remained  unde- 
termined was,  the  bounds  within  which  it  would  be 
tTr^t^Ha^mT  ^^P^dient  to  coufiue  it  *.  Charles,  either  apprehen- 
io«-eourt.  five  of  danger  from  the  enraged  multitude,  or  unable 
to  bear  the  triumph  of  his  enemies,  retired  to  Hamp- 
ton-Court the  day  before  the  appointed  time  for  the 
re-meeting  of  parliament  f. 

of^iwft,      ^^^/''^  was  the  folemnity  and  flate  with  which  the 
with  the  tri-' committee,  and  with  them  the  fix  accufcd  members 

■mphant  r«-  1      r»      «  ^  * 

turn  of  the    werc  condudcd  to  Weflmmfler.      The   city   trained-- 
and  rheTx     ^^^ds  formed  a  triumphant  and  military  proceflion  }. 

accufcd  mem- 
ber*. A     A*         r 

ftrueiive  of  It,  had  he  not  intended  to  fubdue  the  padiamcnt  by  force. 
Rapiny  vol.  XL  p.  328. 

•  The  Lords  were  fo  furprized  and  alarmed  at  the  King's  preten- 
fions,  that  they  inclined  rather  to  truft  their  privileges  with  the  fiip- 
pofed  leveUing  fpirit  of  the  times,  than  with  the  royal  prcro<rative  in 
the  hands  of  fo  determined  a  tyrant.  *^        * 

t  It  is  laid  that  Mr.  Pierpoint,  an  aftive  member  in  the  court-oppo- 
fition,  told  the  King,  That,  if  he  went  away,  a  civil  war  muft  cnfuc  • 
that,  if  he  would  ftay,  a  little  time  and  patience  would  brincr  all  things 
to  rights.  This  was  the  opinion  of  the  moil  fenfible  of  The  Kino's 
party.  The  lord-mayor  and  the  two  new-knighted  (heriffs.  Sir  George 
Whitmore  and  Sir  Henry  Garroway,  told  him.  That,  if  he  went,  he 
would  leave  the  city  open  to  his  enemies,  to  do  as  they  pleafcd  ;  and 
that  they  were  fure  to  be  the  firil  undone :  on  the  King's  tellin^  them, 
h€  was  reiolved,  Sir  Henry  Garroway  forrowfully  replied,  «  Then  Sir  I 
fhall  never  fee  your  face  again."  The  carls  of  Effex  and  Holland,  holding 
offices  in  the  King's  houfhold,  were  ordered  to  attend  him  on  his  journey 
but  fuch  an  ill  imprefTion  had  the  public  received  of  him,  that  thefe 
lords  refufed  to  go,  on  fufpicion  of  foul  intentions  againft  their  lives. 
Echard,  p.  522.     Clarendon's  Ilijiory,  vol  I.  p.  297. 

X  Some  of  the  traincU-bands  carried  upon  the  top  of  their  pikes  the 
proteftation  enjoined  by  parliament,  and  others  the  printed  votes  of  the 
King's  breach  of  privilege.    Ecbard,  p.  522. 
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The  Thames  was  covered  with  boats  and  other  vefTcls,  Ann.  ,641. 
furniihed  with  ordnance,  and  adorned  with  flags  and 
flreamers  J  ;    nor  was    there  wanting  drums,  trum- 
pets, or  any  kind  of  martial  mufic.      When   the  re- 
aflembling  of  the  parliament  was  fignified  to  the  mui- 
titude,  the  event  was  fignalized  by  the  found  of  trum- 
pets, the  beat  of  drums,  the  difcharge  of  ordnance 
on  the  water,  and  mufquets  on  the  land,  intermixed 
with  the  loud  fhouts  and  congratulations  of  the  peo- 
ple * ;  many  of  them,  in  derifion,  as  they  pafTed  by 
Whitehall,    crying,  "    What  is   become  of  the  King 
and  his  cavaliers?"     The  houfc  of  Commona  con- 
firmed all  the  ads  of  their  committee.    \  declaration  i><cU.«;o. 
which  had  been  drawn  up  by  their  orders  was  agrcal  nc^^**** 
to  and  publifhcd:  In  this  the  Commons  afleri,  that""'' 
the  fcaling  up  the  chambers,  ftudics,  :im\  trunks  o? 
the  accufcd  members,  by  a>lour  of  the  King's  war- 
rant,  was  both  againft  che  privileges  of  parliament 
and  the  common  libcny  of  the  fubjcAi  that  the  pro- 
cccdings  which  followed  were  againA  the  fundamen- 
tal rights  of  the  people:  «  Wlicrcupon,  fays  the  de- 
claration, wc  arc  ncccfiicatcd  to  declare,  that  any  per- 

t  The  commiitee,  and  wl A  them  xht  Hx  Kcufcd  mcmbm,  came  to 
AN  cilrftinftcr  by  uvilcr,  at  die  hcjd  of  \ht  ruvil  proecfiion.  RxSrAxrst^ 
vd.  IV.  p.  4$4. 

•  Such  WIS  Uie  ambocioA  of  dk  public  fo  figniliie  ihcnifclTO  upoa 
tto  occ^ion,  that  they  limcoied  m  a  mistbrtwoc  r.:.t  to  hw  Dirt  in 
the  aftjoni  of  this  d*y-$  foeemoity.  The  mihcii  of  \Vrt;:;-inrtcr,  fear- 
MJgfbat  the  Coarjincos  did  not  pvt  t.hi«  conCdcncc  in  tricm  oj  tbey 
did  in  the  c;iy  traiocti-b^nds,  prcfcntcd  1  petition  cxpcrHlvc  of  much 
affcaicn  to  the  houJc»  and  or  great  grief  «d  di^lri^icv-i  at  bcir^  fuC 
pedcd  CO  be  nantin^  ia  duijr  and  ^cf^^    iVr^  vul.  \l  p.  ^^9. 
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fon  that  fhall  anefl  Mr.  Hollis,  &c.  or  any  other  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  by  colour  of  waiTant  ilTuing 
from  the  King  only,  is  guilty  of  tlie  breach  of  the 
liberties  of  the  fubjecft,  the  privileges  of  parliament, 
and  a  public  enemy  to  the  commonwealth ;  and  that 
the  arrefting  the  faid  members,  or  any  other  member 
of  parliament,  by  any  warrant  foever,  without  con- 
fent  of  that  lioufe  whereof  fuch  a  perfon  is  a  mem- 
ber, is  againft,  8cc.  &c.  *" 

*  The  declaration  further  fets  forth,  That,  upon  feveral  examina- 
tions, it  did  fully  appear,  that  Ibldiers,  Papifts,  and  others,  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred,  armed  with  Iwords,  pillols,  and  other  wea- 
pons, attended  the  King  to  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  that  they  preflcd 
up  to  the  door  of  the  houlc,  thruft  away  the  door-keepers,  and  placed 
themfelves  between  the  door,  and  the  ordinary  attendants  on  his  ma- 
jefty  held  up  their  fwords  and  piftols,  and  cried,  **  I  am  a  good  markf- 
man,  I  can  hit  right  I  warrant  you  •,"  that  they  would  not  fuffcr  the 
door  to  be  fliut,  according  to  the  cullom  of  parliament,  and  aflaulted 
and  dilarmed  feveral  of  the  attendants  of  the  members ;  that  fome  of 
them  laid,  "  When  comes  the  word  ? "  and  cxpreflld  difconient  that 
the  members  for  whom  they  came  were  not  to  be  found  i  on  being  de- 
manded, what  they  thought  their  company  intended  to  have  done  ? 
they  anfwered,  «'  Q^ieftionlefs,  in  the  pofture  we  were  kt,  if  the  word 
had  been  given,  we  (hould  have  fallen  upon  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
and  have  cut  all  their  throats."  On  all  this,  fays  the  declaration,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  fufficiently  proved,  that  the  coming  of  the 
laid  foldiers,  Papills,  and  others,  with  his  majefty  to  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons on  Tucfday  lall,  being  the  fourth  of  this  inftant  January,  was  to 
take  away  fome  of  the  members  of  the  faid  houfe ;  and  if  they  fhould 
have  found  oppofition  or  denial,  then  to  have  fallen  upon  the  faid 
Ivoufe  in  an  hollile  manner:  And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  the  fame 
was  a  traitorous  defign  agninft  the  King  and  parliament.  And  whereas 
the  faid  Mr.  Mollis,  &c.  did,  with  the  approbation  of  the  houfe,  ab- 
fent  themfelves  from  its  fervice,  to  avoid  the  inconvenicncics  which 
otherwife  apparently  might  have  happened ;  fincc  which  time  a  printed 
paper,  in  form  of  a  protlamaiioo,  bearing  date  the  fixth  day  of  this 
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The  houfe  of  Lords  began  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  Ann.  1641. 
with  voting,  that  it  was  fit  and  neceflary  to  have  a  T''  ^"'''^ 


inftant  January,  hath  iflued  out,  for  the  apprchendinfr  and  imprifoning 
of  them,    therein  fuggcfting,    that,   throuoh  the  ccr.fciencc  of  thck 
guilt,  they  were  not  willing  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  jufticc;  we  do 
farther  declare,  that  the  faid  printed  paper  is  falfc,  fcancialous,  and  il- 
legal J  that,  notwithftanding  the  faid  paper,  or  any  warrant  iffucd  out, 
or  any  other  matter  yet  appearing  againft  them,  they  m;'.y  and  ou-ht 
to  attend  the  lervice  of  the  faid  houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  comnTit- 
tees  now  on  foot  y  and  that  it  is  lawful  fcr  all  perfons  whatfocver  to 
lodge,  harbour,  or  converfe  with  them  ;  and  whofoever  ftiall  be  quef- 
tioncd  upon  the  Cime  fhall  be  under  tiur  pro;cak)n  and  privilege  of  i>ar. 
h;*mciiL     Arui  wc  do  tinhcr  dcrijrc,  chM  the  puWifliirg  of  fcvtrtl  »f- 
ucks    purpcffiing  t  form  oi  t  charge  0^  high-trea^n  mmit  ihc  lo«i 
Kirnbolcon   6cc  by  Sir  William  KiUi^rcw,  ^ir  Wdliam Tj«iini>fo  ,nd 
oiberi  or  the  Efmt  0^  court  or  cUcwherc,  iit  the  King's  nimc,  itihigfi 
bcwch  oe  the  pnrilcge  of  parIi»mcot.  1  great  fcandal  to  bn  miiclly 
and  hu  govcmaKM^  a  kdMkMi  i£t  mamic&ly  t«ding  to  the  fubixrr. 
fion  of  thjc  j)ciCcof  the  Jcingdoni,  uid  an  injary  Afxl  dilhonour  to  the 
fiid  mwnbcrs,  there  bcmg  no  Icgd  charge  igainft  tbe<»  j  ihM  the  pri- 
Tilqgfs  of  pftHiMieDt,  and  the  libenkt  of  the  fubjo5^,  fo  violitcd,  oin- 
aot  be  fuficiently  vindicated,  unkfs  hU  mijclly  would  be  gnciouilY 
pleafcd  to  dikovor  the  namei  of  iko^  pcribns  who  adri(cd  hJi  mjirftr 
to  ifluc  out  wuTftots  for  the  fcal-c^  the  chiciber*  and  tluiikt  of  the  faki 
mcmbc/>,  ^fc.••    After  afiuming,  thit  t!:*  houfe  0^  Comircfis  •oo^l 
not  protect  any  of  their  mcmben  in  any  crimiftal  lA  ihi*  rtiould  be  in 
d«  manner  pro^cutcd  accofrfiBg  to  the  hws  of  the  kingdom,  and  tbe 
ngli:i  and  pcrvilc^cei  of   pirliament,    the  dccbwion  fioifliei  «ith  a 
tlucateniiig  <huie  jgainA  cnl  coonfrllorj,  ?.rKl  ihofe  wl»o  nioukl  cndci- 
vorjr  to  maintain  div.fian  hctsscat  the  King  and  panufr<nc.    On  tfcis 
fillyca  the  Comnx€tt  aftcrw-anU  |iairocl  the  following  rtfcJucions :  TKat 
ail  privy^ouafellon  and  grwt  officera  0^  ftitc  (hould  be  rrmoved  for 
ihcprcfcnt,  cwpt  fuch  u  had  otfices  by  inheritance;  that  the  King 
llwoki  be  dtrSred  to  recdv«  only  fuch  to  bccounfellow  and  great  c£5cefa 
of  ttatc  as  ft:ould  be  reoomrnended  to  Kim  by  poriiament  -,  that  fuch 
counlcllon  and  officert  of  ftate,  whole  names  fliowld  be  prcicntcd  by 
boik  hofoib,  Ihoold  not  hai-e  aoccfi  to  the  pcttbctt  and  courts  of  tl>c 
^'      and  qucciL    The  pcrfoos  paniculorly  excepted  againft  ac  this 
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An,.  ,c„.   ftrong  and  fufficient  guard  for  the  fccurity  of  both 
houfes.     On  receiving,  to  their  petition  on  this  head, 
an  anfwer,  that  the  King  would  dirccl  the  lord-mayor 
to  appoint  two  hundred  men  out  of  the  trained-bands 
of  the  city,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Lind- 
fcy,  to  wait  on  both  houfes,  they  ordered  Skippon, 
an  officer  who  had  fcrvcd  long  and  with  great  reputa- 
tion in  the  Dutch  fervice,  a  man  univcrlally  eftcemed 
for  the  goodnefs  of  his  morals,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  committee  ferjeant-major  of  the  trained- 
bands,  to  attend  with  two  companies,  till  he  received 
Pemion  f.cn.  directions  to  the  contrary  *.   A  petition  from  the  county 
of  Buckingham,  offering  afliftance  to  defend  the  pri- 
vileges of   parliament,    and  praying  that  the  Lords 
would  co-operate  with  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  per- 
fecT:ing  the  neceffary  work  of  reformation,  bringing 
delinquents  to  puniflimcnt,  fpecdily  relieving  Ireland, 
and  fortifying  the  privileges  of  parliament  from  fu- 
ture attempts,  and  putting  the  kingdom  into  a  pofture 
of  defence,   this  day  prefentcd  to  the  upper  houfe, 
■was  brought  up  by  four  thoufand  knights,  gentlemen, 

time  were,  the  lord  Dtgby,  William  Murray  (of  the  bedchamber), 
tndymion  Porter,  William  Crofts,  and  bir  John  Wintour  (fecretary  to 
the  queen).     Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  X.  p.  298,  6?  /cj. 

•  It  was  ordered  in  the  Commons*  houfe.  That  the  fteriffs  of  Lon- 
don and  Middklex  for  the  time  being  Ihould  ilTue  out  wan-ants  to  ra.lc 
as  many  of  the  trained-bands  as  feijeantmajor  Skippon  Ihould  give  or- 
ders for-,  that  the  fame  ferjeant-major  Skippon  Ihould  have  power  to 
act  on  the  offenf.ve  and  defenf.ve,  in  cafe  of  violence,  to  beat  up  drum, 
and  raile  not  only  trained-bands.  but  volunteers-,  that  he  Ihould  com- 
mand thefe,  and  the  chamber  of  London  Ihould  >ffue  out  amn^unmon 
Tf  all  forts  in  fuch  proportion  as  he  Ihould  dired.  Jcurmls  of, he  Com- 
mens,  vol.  I.  p.  382.  ^^^^^ 
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and  freeholders,  every  one  wearing  a  printed  copy  of  Ann.  1641. 
the  proteftation  in  his  hat.  At  the  fame  time  that 
they  addrefTed  the  parliament,  they  petitioned  the 
King,  that  Mr.  Hampden  and  the  reft  of  the  accufed 
members  might  enjoy  their  juft  privileges.  "  They 
conceived,  they  faid,  that  the  rights  of  parliament,  to 
the  maintenance  of  which  they  were  bound  by  their 
proteftation,  were  much  injured  by  the  treatment  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  in  whofe  foul  accufation  the  judg- 
ment of  their  electors  was  wounded  *." 

The  lord  Kimbolton  entreated  the  Lords  not  to  per- 
mit him  to  lay  under  a  charge  which  concerned  his 
life,  his  eftate,  and  his  honor,  but  that  they  would 
command  the  attorney-general  to  profecute  the  accu- 
fation againft  him  ;  he  was  ready  to  anfwer.  On  this 
requeft,  the  attorney-general  was  commanded  to  de- 
clare what  he  knew  concerning  the  profecution.  He, 
after  having  excufed  himfelf,  on  the  exprefs  command 

*  Mr.  Hampden  was  knight  of  the  fliire  for  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham. The  petitioners  tendered  their  fervice  to  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
and  prayed,  that  Popifli  lords,  and  bifhops,  might  be  forthwith  outed 
the  houfe  of  Peers.  The  Commons  gave  them  their  particular  thanks, 
aflured  them  that  they  would  fpend  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence 
of  the  liberties-of  the  fubjed:  they  were  at  prefent  fufficiently  fecured 
by  the  great  care  of  the  city  j  but  if  occalion  required  their  afliftance, 
they  Ihould  have  timely  notice.  The  gentlemen  and  others  of  the 
county  of  Eflex  addreflled  the  Lords  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  the 
fame  purport,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Buckinghamlhire.  Petitions  from 
the  county  of  Devon,  the  county  of  Kent.  Suffolk,  and  the  city  of 
Exon,  were  likewife  delivered  to  both  houfes.  Echard^  p.  522.  Nal- 
Jon,  vol.  II.  p.  840.  Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.11,  p.  391,  420, 
423- 
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of  the  King,  for  the  part  he  had  acSled  in  this  bufmefs, 
faid,  "  He  did  not  yet  know  what  courfe  the  King  in- 
tended to  take."  The  next  day,  the  houfe  received 
the  following  mefTage:  «  That  his  majefty  taking  no- 
tice that  fome  think  it  difputable  whether  his  pro- 
ceedhigs  had  been  legal,  and  agreeable  to  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament ;  and  being  very  defiroiis  to  give 
fatisf action  to  all  men  in  all  matters  that  may  Ibem 
to  have  relation  to  privilege,  is  plcafcd  to  wave  his 
former  proceedings  -,  and  all  doubts  being  by  this 
means  fettled,  when  the  minds  of  men  are  compofcd, 
he  intends  to  proceed  therein  in  an  unqueftionable 
w^ay ;  and  afTures  his  parliament,  that  he  will  be  as 
careful  of  their  privileges  as  of  his  life  and  crown." 

raent^ecire  ^^^  attention  of  the  Commons  was  engrofled  by 
"IFrkrlF  ^  ^^^  important  objed:.  The  arms  and  ammunition 
grn  on  0      ^  ^j^^  j^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  King's   command, 

laid  up  in  the  town  of  Hull :  previous  to  the  attempt 
of  feizing  the  five  members,  he  had  fent  the  earl  of 
Newcaille,  a  man  of  great  property  and  interefl  in 
the  county  (and  who,  in  the  llyle  of  the  times,  was 
an  inveterate  malignant  *),  down  with  a  private  com- 
miflion  to  be  governor,  and  to  draw  into  the  town  as 
many  of  the  county,  who  were  of  the  fame  flamp^ 
Pari.  Hift.  ^^  fl^ould  be  neceflary  to  guard  the  place.  Captain 
Toi.x.p.468.  Legge,  who  had  been  deep  in  the  army  plot,  and  was 
now  under  bail,  was  to  have  the  charge  of  the  town 
and  the  ammunition  j  and  dire<5tions  were  given  him. 

•  He  was  to  have  had  the  command  of  the  army  which  was  defigned 
to  be  brought  up  to  awe  the  parliament. 

to 
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to    draw  in    as   mai«iy    of   the   trained-bands    as   he  Ann.  1641. 
could.      This   coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  par-^^^^^"* 
liament,  the  lords  who  were  bail  for  captain  Legge  ""^     ^'  ^ 
were  ordered  to  bring  him  in.     The  earl  of  Newcaille 
was  ient  for  by  the  Peers  to  attend  his  duty  in  the 
houfe  ;   and  matters  being,  as  Clarendon  fays,  not  ripe 
enough  for  action,  he  was  commanded  by  the  King 
to  obey  the  fummons.  The  Commons  took  the  alarm; 
and  fent  to  the  Lords  to  inform  them,  that  there  was 
at  Hull  a  magazine  of  the  King's,  with  arms  for  fix- 
teen  thoufand  men,  and  proportionable  ammunition  > 
that  no  great  ftrength  was  in  the  town ;   and  that  the 
country  about  was  full  of  Papifls  :  therefore  the  Com- 
mons defired  their  lordlhips  would  join  with  them  in 
an  order,  that  fome  companies  of  the  trained-bands 
be  immediately  put  into  the   town,  under  the  com- 
.  raand  of  Sir  John  Hotham  *,  who  had  the  care  of 
that  place  by  patent  from  the  King,      The  Lords  im- 
mediately agreed  to  this  requeil,  with  the  following 
addition ;  «  That  Sir  John  Hotham  fhall  not  deliver 
up   the   town   of  Hull,    the  magazine,    or   any  part 
thereof,    without    the   King's    authority,   fignified    to 
him  by  the  Lords   and  Commons  now  afTembled  in 
parliament  J. 

*.  The  Commons  had  before  (hewn  fymptoms  of  jealoufy  on  this 
fubjea,  and  had  made  fruitlefs  attempts  to  remove  the  ammunition  at 
Hull  to  the  Tower  of  London.     Naifotty  vol.  II.  p.  447,  643. 

X  The  fheifffs  of  London  were  thanked  by  tlie  houfe  of  Commons 
for  the  love  the  city  had  exprefled  to  the  parliament.  The  land  and  fca- 
officers  who  conduced  the  committee  to  Weftminfter,  received  the 
fame  compliment ;  and  a  refolution  pafled  both  houfes,  to  juftify  all 
thofe  who  were  adive  in  the  guard  and  defence  of  the  parliament,  and 

Z  2  to 


I  72 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


Ann.  1641.  Distrust,  jealoufy,  and  fear,  equally  pofTcfTcd  both 
Thepariia-  houfcs.  Informations  were  continually  given  in  of 
fymptomsof  conccaled  arms,  inlurrections,  mtcnded  alialli nations: 
diftruH.  ^^^  Francis  Moor,  an  Italian,  had  overheard  a  dif- 
courfe  in  which  the  earls  of  Northumberland,  EfTey, 
Holland,  Pembroke,  and  Leiceller,  were  doomed  to 
{laughter.  A  bill,  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  might 
adjourn  themfclves  refpeiftively  to  any  place,  was 
brought  up  by  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  read  three  times 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  fame  day,  and  pafTcd  with- 
out contradi(5tion  *.  A  common  terror  efTecTted  a  per- 
fecSl  conformity  of  adlion  in  both  houfcs.  Informa- 
tion having  been  given,  that  ammunition  and  provi- 
fion  in  great  quantity  had  been  carried  out  and  into 
the  Tower,  the  Lords  joined  with  the  requeft  of  the 
Commons  in  pafling  an  order,  that  a  convenient  guard, 
both  by  land  and  water,  fliould  be  put  round  it,  un- 
der the  command  of  major-general  Skippon  ;  and  that 
the  earl  of  Newport  (mailer  of  the  ordnance),  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and  the  under-officers,  fhould 
not  fuffer  any  ordnance  or  ammunition  to  be  carried 

to  vindicate  Skippon's  accepting  the  office  of  fcrjeant- major  general  of 
the  forces  of  London.  The  proteilation  was  again  recommended  to 
be  univerfally  taken ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  a  fufficient  r.iimber  of 
declarations  (hould  be  printed,  and  fent  down  to  the  feveral  counties. 
NalJ'on,  vol.11,  p.  838.    Jcurnals  of  the  Commons^  vol.11.  P- 389,  39c. 

♦  An  order  paffed  the  lower  houfe,  that  an  additional  lock  fhould 
be  fet  upon  the  door  under  the  ftairs  j  that  it  fhould  be  fearched  every 
morning;  that  it  fhould  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
fcarch  about  the  houfes  and  places  near  the  parliament-houfe,  to  take 
daily  care  that  they  be  fafe  guarded,  and  kept  fecure.     Nalfon,  vol.  II. 
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out  of  it  without  the  King's  authority,  fignified  by  Ann.  1641. 
both  houfes  of  parliament.  Sir  John  Byron  being 
fent  for  on  the  occaiion  of  giving  out  arms  and  am- 
munition, on  the  fourth  of  January,  refufed  to  at- 
tend, on  the  excufe  that  he  had  an  order  from  the 
King  not  to  flir  out  of  the  Tower:  he  was  again  com- 
manded to  come,  on  his  peril  *  ;  the  fecond  fummons 
he  obeyed :  after  having  anfwered  thofe  queftions  that 
were  put  to  hini,  and  kneeled  at  the  bar  of  both 
houfes  for  his  contempt  to  their  firll  order,  he  was 
difmifTed  without  farther  cenfure.  Information  was 
given,  that  the  lord  Digby,  colonel  Lunsford,  and  the 
other  dhbandcd  officers,  who  had  formed  the  King's 
guard  during  his  refidence  at  Whitehall,  and  had  at- 
tended him  in  his  expedition  againfl  the  parliament, 
to  the  number  of  two  hundred  horfe,  had  appeared 
in  warlike  array  at  Kingfton  in  Surry,  where  the  ma- 
gazine of  arms  for  the  county  lay ;  that  two  cart- 
loads of  ammunition  were  going  to  them,  and  the 
whole  convoy  was  fuppofed  to  be  bound  for  Portf- 
mouth  f.      On  this  it  was  ordered,  that  the  fherifFs, 


*  The  Lords  afTerted  on  this  occafiop,  that  the  King's  command 
was  always  fuppofed  to  be  implied  in  an  order  of  their  houfe.  Pari. 
Hijf.  vol.  X.  p.  201. 

f  Some  great  faddles,  which  were  going  at  the  fame  time  to  King- 
flon,  were  fcized  by  order  of  the  Commons.  Mr  BagQiaw,  member 
of  the  lower  houfe,  gave  information,  that,  the  preceding  night,  he 
faw  at  Wmdfor,  v;here  the  court  then  was,  troops  of  horfe  to  the  num- 
ber of  four  hundred  ;  that  there  came  a  waggon  loaded  with  atiimuni- 
tion  thither ;  and  that  a  meiTcnger,  with  another  waggon  of  the  fame 
loading,  went  from  then  c  to  Pcrtfmouth.  On  this,  an  order  paffed 
both  houfes,  that  ferjtanc-major  Skippon  fhould  appont  ten  horfe- 
men  to  be  employed  as  fcouts,  to  give  intelligence  it  any  forces  did  ap- 
proach 
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Ann.  164T.  calling  to  their  aififlance  the  trained-bands  of  the  fc- 
vcral  counties  of  England  and  Wales,  fhould  fupprefs 
all  unlawful  alTerablies  gathered  together  for  the  di- 
flurbance  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that 
they  take  care  to  fecure  their  counties  and  maga- 
zines. Orders  were  given,  that  the  trained-bands  of 
Suflex  and  Hampfhire  fhould  be  fent  to  fupprefs  lord 
Digby's  party,  and  to  prevent  the  carrying  of  arms 
and  ammunition  to  Portfmouth.  The  fame  injunc- 
tions were  given  to  colonel  Goring,  governor  of  this 
town,  as  had  been  given  to  Sir  John  Hotham ;  viz. 
That  he  Ihould  not  deliver  up  the  town,  or  receive 
any  forces  into  it,  but  by  his  majefly's  authority,  fig- 
nilied  by  both  houfes  of  parliament.  The  Lords  fent 
an  exprefs  order  to  lord  Digby  to  give  his  attendance 
on  the  houfe ;  but  he,  knowing  that  the  parliament 
had  received  intimation  that  he  had  been  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  late  attack  on  their  privileges,  thought 
it  prudent  to  fly  the  kingdom. 

The  Scotch        The   Scots,  confidering  the  Kine's  profecution  of 

commiflion.       1        r  1  or  "^* 

rrsii.tere.i     tJie  lix  members  as  an  attempt  to  invalidate  the  arti- 

Ihe™uarrd'°  ^^^^  of  pcacc,  took  the  alarm.     Their  commiffioners 

Xin^and^'   iiuerefted  themfelves   fo  far  in  the  quarrel  between 

tariumcnt.    thc  King  and  his  Englifli  parliament  as  to  fend  him  a 

petition,  in  which  they  offered  their  endeavours  for  the 

conipofmg  of  differences   of  both  kingdoms.      They 

faid,  they  were  bound  to  maintain  the  peace  and  li- 
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proach  the  city ;  and  alfo  to  appoint  boats  and  fmall  veflels  to  be  upon 
t!:e  river  for  the  like  fcrvice.  Rujhwortb,  vol.  IV  p.  406,  £sf  fe^. 
I^alfon^  vol.  II.  p.  %^<^,     Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  350. 
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berties  of  each  other,  as  the  affured  means  of  the  Ann.  1641, 
fafety  and  prefervation  of  their  own ;  that  they,  his 
majefly's  commiffioners  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
found  themfelves  warranted  and  obliged  to  labour  to 
keep  a  right  underflanding  between  him  and  his  peo- 
ple,  to  confirm   the  brotherly  afle6tion  between  the 
two  nations,   and   to  advance   the  unity  by  all  fuch 
ways   as   fhould  promote   the  glory  of  God  and  the 
peace  of  the  church.      They  were  foiTy  and  grieved 
to  behold  the  diflrac^ions  which  encreafed  daily  be- 
tween him  and  his  peopJe ;  diflradions  which,  they 
conceived,  were  entertained  by  the  wicked  plots  and 
practices    of    Papifls,    prelates,    and   their   adherents, 
whofe  aim  had  been  not  only  to  prevent  all  farther 
reformation,  but  to  fubvert  the  purity  and  truth  of 
religion  in  all  his  kingdoms.      They  befecched  hini 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  found  and  faithful  advice  of 
the  honourable  houfes  of  parliament,  and  to  repofe 
thereupon  as   the  only  affured  and  happy  means  to 
eflablifh  the  profperity  and   quiet   of  England,    and 
prevent  thofe  apprehenfions  of  fear  which  might  pof- 
fefs  the  fubjedls  of  his  other  kingdoms,  if  they  fhould 
conceive  the  authority  of  parliament,   and  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  fubjeds,  called  in  queflion.     An 
offer  of  mediation,  expreffed  in  the  like  terms,  were 
fent  by  the  Scotch   commiffioners  to  both  houfes   of 
parliament,  \vith  a  copy  of  the  petition  they  had  fent 
the  King.      The  parliament  gave  them  thanks  for  the 
advice  they  had  given ;  and  affured  them,   they  were 
much  fatisfied  with  the   large  teflimony    of   fidelity 
they   had   fhewn   his  majefly,    and  affection  to   the 

Hate;. 
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{late  *.     The  freedom  of  this  iincxpeded  expoftulation 
filled  Charles  with  the  utmofl  indignation  :  he  fent  a 
meflage  of  reproof  to  the  commifiioners,  and  a  letter 
of  complaint  to  the  earl  of  Lanerick,   his   fecretary 
for  Scotland.      He  defired  him  to  remember  the  ex- 
preflions  which  the  Scots  iifed  to  him  when  he  was 
among  them :   that  they  would  hazard   life   and   for- 
tune for  the  maintenance  of  his  temporal  power ;  and 
even  in  matters  ecclefiaftical,  though  they  wiflied  uni- 
formity,  they  would  not  interefl  themfelves   farther 
than  lliould  be  with  his  knowledge  and  good  liking : 
he  did   conceive,  the   commifiion  granted  by  him   in 
parliament  was   for  fmifliing  the  remainder  of    the 
treaty,  fettling  trade  and  commerce,  and  keeping  a 
ri«-ht  underllanding  between  the  two  nations,  not  be- 
tween him  and  his  parliament :"  it  is  true,   they  were 
to  receive  their  inflru6lions  from  the  council ;  but  he 
thought  thofe  inftruaions  were  to  have   been  limited 
to  thefe   generals,  which   could  never  reach  to   this 
particular,  but  in  fo  far  as  he  ihould  know  and  ap- 
prove ;   which  he   conceived  to  be  the  only  means   to 
preferve  the  happy  underllanding  now  eflabliihed  be- 
tween him  and  his   native  kingdom.      He  defired   a 
^  duplicate  of  all  the  inftrudions  which  had  been  given, 
or  Ihould  hereafter  be  given,  to  the  commilhoners  ; 
and,  in  cafe  there  fhouid  arife  any  difpute  betAveen 

•  It  was  ordered  by  t^e  Commons'  houfe,  that  the  citizens  who 
ferved  for  the  city  of  London  uiould  take  care  that  the  Scotch  com- 
miflloners  paid  nothing  for  their  houfe-rent  and  furniture-,  the  houfe 
would  take  care  to  fee  it  fatisficd.     Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  11. 
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him  and  his  parliament  about  the  nomination  of  of-  Ann.  1641. 
ficers,  he  defired  the  Scots  to  remember  on  what 
grounds  he  was  induced  to  yield  in  this  particular  to 
his  fubje(5ls  of  Scotland  ;  viz.  his  necefTary  abfence 
from  that  his  native  kingdom  :  and  that  they  often 
did  promife  him,  in  private,  when  occafion  fhouid 
oflfer,  to  declare  that  England  ought  not  to  urge  it  as 
a  precedent  for  them  *. 

The  fi:eps  hitherto  taken  by  the   parliament,  wer© 
but  preparatory  to  the   putting  themfelves   into   that 
ftate  of  defence,  which  every  meafure  of  the    King, 
fince  the  accufation  of  the  fix  members,  rendered  ne- 
cefTary.     The  Commons  called  for  the  bill  for  fettling 
the  militia,  which   had  lain  long  in  their  houfe  :   it 
now    pafifed   without   oppofition,  with  the    following 
addition  ;  "  That  all  the  forts,  caflles,  and  garrifons 
of  tlie  kingdom  fhouid  be  put  into  fuch  hands  as  the 
parliament  could  confide  in."     A  declaration,  in  the  ^*'^°n» 
name  of  both  houfes,  for  putting  the  kingdom  into  &W^*^^''* 
a  poflure  of  defence  pafiing  the  Commons,  was  pub- 
lifhed ;  though  it  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  f. 

*  In  the  poftfcript  to  this  letter,  the  King  tells  the  fecretary,  that 
he  had  ordered  the  bearer  to  inform  him  fome  things  he  did  not  think 
fit  to  write.  The  contents  of  this  letter  explains  cleady  the  motives  of 
the  King's  conceffions  to  the  Scots.  It  (hews  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
great  dupe  to  his  fchemes  of  deceiving.  The  Scots  could  never  fecure 
the  privileges  they  had  obtained,  either  civil  or  ecclefiaftical,  but  by 
the  reducing  the  King's  authority  in  England  to  the  fame  ftandard  to 
which  it  had  been  reduced  in  Scodand. 

t  It  fet  forth,  that  the  Papifts  and  others  ill-afFeaed,  by  many 
wicked  and  traitorous  defigns,  which  had  been  enumerated  in  a  re- 
monftrance  of  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  having  plotted  the  -confufion 
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The  Commons,  who  had  before  moved  the  Lords 
to  join  with   them  in  means   for  the  removal  of  Sir 

of  the  ftate  and  government,  and  to  bring  this  kingdom  into  the  like 
milcrable  conduion  with  that  of  Ireland;-  to  th  -  end  they  might  elTi-d 
their  purpole  for  the  utter  dclliruclion  of  the  reformed  religion  ;  had 
and  did  continue  to  raife  diftradions  by  high  breaches  of  pailiam- nt  -, 
luch  as  reforting  in  numbers  to  the  very  doors  r,f  the  h  jufe,  intending, 
as  by  divers  examinations  clearly  appeared,  to  fill  upon  the  members  j 
whereby  the  parliament  might  have  been  involved  in   blood  and  con- 
fufion,  the  relief  of  the  Irilh  Protcftants  prevented,  and  an  evident 
and  fpeedy  way  opened  to  the  ruin  of  religion  and  the  kingdom :  That 
they  Hill  perfilted  in  their  wicked  and  traitorous  courfes,  confederating 
themfeives  with  ftrangers,  inftigating  foreign  princes  to  Join  their  coun- 
fels,  had  made  great  preparation  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  viduals  ; 
and'  had  enrolled  themfeives,  under  the  command  of  perfons  fit  for 
the  execution  of  their  wicked  defigns  :  Tha:  ihey  had  prevailed  lo  far 
as  to  have  the  Tower  of  London,   and  other  places  of  eminent  ftrcngth, 
put  into  the  hands  of  fu  h  perfons  as  the  parliament  had  juft  caule  to 
fufpea  would  adhere  to  them.     This  the  Lords  and  Commons,  as 
watchmen  trufted  for  the  welfare  of  the  King,  church,  and  ftate,  and 
labourincr  by  all  fit  means  to  prevent  fuch  threatening  dangers    to 
the  Kind's  perfon,  the  religion,  lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes  of  his 
people,  did  think  good  to  advertife  to  his  majefty's  fubjeds  of  the  re- 
formed Froteftant  religion ;  declaring,  that  they  think  it   adv.leablc 
that    with  all  expedition,  they  put  themfeives  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 
to  provide  fit  arms  and  ammunition;  and  to  be  ready,  on  all  occa- 
fions    to  defend  their  frveral  counties  from  domeftic  infurreclions,  or 
foreign  invafions  :  And  that  the  (heriff.,  juftices  of  the  peace,   mayors, 
and  head-officers,  within  their  feveral  liberties,  did  take  care  that  their 
magazines  of  powder,  arms,  and  other  ammunition,   be  completely 
furnifhed  ;  and  that  they  caufe  ftrong  guards  and  watches  to  be  fet  m 
convenient  places,  to  fecure  themfeives ;    and  for  the  apprehending 
fuch  perfons  as  they  ftiall  have  juft  caufc  to  fufped;  and  if,  upon  ex- 
amination, any  grounds  of  danger  ftiall  appear    to  give  tK,t.ce  to  the 
parliament;  and  that  all  officers  do  take  care  that  no  ibldiers,  arms. 
or  ammunition,  be  raifed  or  levied,  nor  any  caftles    forts,  or  maga- 
zLes  delivered  lip.  without  his  majefty^s  authority,   figmfied  by  both 
houfes  of  parliament.  ]Qlin 
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John  Byron,  renewed  their  requefl,  alleging  Sir  John  Ann.  1641. 
Byron's  difobedience  to  the  fummons  of  both  houfes 
as  a  fufficient  ground  for  diftruft :  That  the  great  dif- 
content  of  the  city,  on  his  being  continued  in  that  , 
important  poft,  produced  ill  effects  ;  the  merchants 
began  to  draw  their  bullion  out  of  the  mint,  and  had 
written  to  their  fadors  to  fend  no  more.  The  de- 
mand of  the  Commons  was  feconded  by  a  petition 
from  feveral  merchants  and  goldfmiths :  But,  on  the 
queftion  being  put,  whether  the  Lords  fhould  join 
with  the  lower  houfe  in  a  petition  for  the  removal  of 
Sir  John  Byron,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  *. 

•  The  King  not  giving  his  confent  to  the  bill  for  the 
parliament's  adjourning  itfelf  to  the  place  they  Ihould 
judge  mod  convenient,  a  committee  of  Lords  and 
Commons  were  appointed  to  meet  at  Grocers-hall  in  jan^  20. 
London,  to  conlider  of  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
the  privilege  of  parliament,  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
and  concerning  fettling  the  prefent  diflempers.  Ser- 
jeant-major Skippon  and  the  train-bands  were  ap- 
pointed to  guard  the  committee,  and  both  houfes 
adjourned  to  January  the  twenty-fourth  f . 

*  Againft  this  negative  the  following  peers  entered  their  proteft : 
Earls  of  Northumberland,  Bedford,  Pembroke,  Leicefter,  Sarum> 
Warwick,  Holland,  Bolinbroke,  Stamford,  vifcount  Say  and  Sealj 
Lords  Wharton,  Paget,  North,  Hunfdon,  Willoughby  de  Parham, 
Spencer,  St.  John,  Brooke,  Roberts,  Grey  de  Werk,  Newnham, 
Howard  de  Efrick.     Pari,  Hifl.  vol.  X.  p.  218. 

t  The  King  having  again  fent  to  the  carls  of  Eflex  and  Holland 

to  attend  him,  they  acquainted  the  Houfe  of  Lords  with  the  command, 

and  defired  to  know  their  pleafure  :  It  was  rcfolvcd,  that  their  abfencc 

could  not  be  difpenfed  with,  in  refped  of  the  urgent- affairs  then  de- 
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Whilst  the  fons  of  Liberty  were  thus  triumphmg 
in  the  capital,  the  King  continued,  for  fome  time,  in 
a  dejedted  condition  at  Windfor,  fallen  from  a  height 
of  dreaded  greatnefs  to  a  ftate  which  excited  the  pity 
of  his  friends  and  contempt  of  his  enemies  ;  his  crea- 
tures and  partizans,  who  before  the  lad  fatal  meafure 
had  begun  to  triumph  over  opposition,  hardly  daring  to 
avow  the  attachment  they  Hill  retained  for  his  for- 
tunes. Overwhelmed  with  grief  and  fliame,  he  la- 
mented the  precipitation  of  his  conducft,  till  roufcd 
from  this  ftate  of  remorfe,  by  the  adlivity  of  the 
Queen's  intriguing  fpirit,  he  entered  into  new  coun- 
fels,  to  recover  his  power,  and  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
his  enemies.  It  was  at  firft  refolved,  that  the  Queen 
fhould  fecure  Portfmouth  *  ;  and  that  the  King  fhould 
take  pofTellion  of  the  town  of  Hull  ;  but,  on  the 
Queen's  receiving  intimation  that  the  houfes  intended 
to  impeach  her  of  treafon,  it  was  concluded  that, 
under  the  pretence  of  conducting  her  daughter,  the 
princefs  Mary,  to  her  hufband,  fhe  fhould  herfelf  ne- 
gotiate the  preparatory  bulinefs  to  raifmg  an  army  ; 
viz.  to  pawn  her  own  jewels,  and  the  jewels  of  the 
crown,  for  arms  and  money  ;  and  folicit  the  afhftance 
of  her  fon-in-law  the   prince  of  Orange,  and  other 


pending.  On  this  the  two  earls  fent  a  meflage  to  the  King,  that,  in 
obedience  to  his  writ,  they  were  obliged  to  aflift  in  parliament :  and 
their  attendance  there,  about  the  high  affairs  of  the  realm,  was  truer  fer- 
vice  to  his  majcfty,  than  any  they  could  do  him  at  Hampton- Court. 
Pari.  Hift.  vol.  X.  p.  214. 

•  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  Goring,  the  governor  of  Portfmouth,  had 
found  means  to  make  good  imprclllons  again  in  their  majellies  of  his 
fidelity. 

•  * 
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foreign   ftates  :  That    the  King   Ihould  retire  to  the  Ann.  1641. 
North,   there  afTemble  his  friends -and  adherents,  raife 
levies,  and    fecure    Hull,  with    the    magazine  ;   that 
town  affording  a  good  harbour  to  receive  auxiliaries 
from  abroad  ;  and    that,   in  cafe    of  difappointment, 
he  Ihould  go  to  Ireland  :  That  the   King  fliould  pro- 
ceed flowly,  to  allow  time    for  negociation  ;  and,  if 
poflible,   to  bring  back  the   parliament  to  a   fcnfe  of 
their   duty,  by  gentler  methods  than  force  of  arms  : 
That,  whilft  the  neceflary  preparations  were   making, 
he  fhould  endeavour  to  temporife  *.     Purfuant  to  this 
plan,   a  mefTage,  containing  the  following  propofition, 
was  fent  to  the  Lords  ;   "   That  they  would,  with  all 
fpeed,  fall  into  ferious  conlideration  of  all  thofe  par- 
ticulars, which  they    Ihould  hold  necefTary,   as  well 
for  the  upholding  and  maintaining  his  majefly's  juft 
and  regal  authority,   and  for  the  fettling  his  revenue, 
as  for  the  prefent  and  future   eftablifhment  of   their 
privileges,   the   free   and  quiet  enjoying  their  eilates 
and  fortunes,  the  liberties  of  their  perfons,   the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  true  religion  now  profefTed  in  the  church 
of  England,   and  the  fettling  of  ceremonies  in  fiich  a 
manner  as  fhould  take  away  all  juft  offence.      Which 
when    they    had    digefted    and    compofed    into    one 
entire  body,  that  fo  his  majefty  and  themfelves  might 
be  able  to  make  the  more  clear  judgment  of  them,  it 
fhould  then  appear,  by  what  his  majefty  fhould  do,  how 
far  he   had  been  from    intending  and  defigning  any 
of  thofe  things,  which  the    too  great  fears  and  jea-  .' 

*  Clarendon,  in  his  Life,  fay«,  That  this  concert  made  with  the 
Queen  fhut  out  all  oppofite  confuitation.     Claren,  Life^  vol,  I.  p.  112. 
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Ann.  1641.  loiifies  of  fomc  perfons  apprehended  -,  and  how  ready 
he  would  be  to  exceed  the  greatefl  examples  of  the 
moil  indulgent  princes  in  their  a(5ts  of  grace  and 
favour  to  their  people." 

Though  there  is  fomething  in  the  ilyle  of  this 
meflage  princely  to  a  lidiculous  degree,  conlidering 
the  low  ilate  into  which  the  King,  by  his  imprudence, 
was  fallen,  yet  the  Lords  received  it*  with  tranfport  ; 
and,  after  having  communicated  it  to  the  Commons, 
with  the  following  preface.  That  they  had  received 
a  meflage  from  his  majefly  which  filled  their  hearts 
full  of  joy  and  comfort,  they  fent  their  moil  humble 
thanks  to  the  King  for  his  propofition,  expreflive  of 
Biuch  grace  and  favour  to  his  fubje(5ls  ;  which  they 
fhould  take  into  fuch  fpeedy  and  feriovis  coniideration, 
as  its  importance  did  require.  The  concurrence  of 
the  Commons  was  dcfired  to  this  meflage  of  thanks  : 
But,  inflead  of  an  anfwer,  a  conference  was  de- 
manded by  that  houfe,  concerning  the  fecurity  of  the 
town  of  Hull  *. 


The  Commons,  more  wary  than  the  Lords,  imme- 
diately   fathomed  the   depth    of    the  King's   policy: 

•  When  the  order  of  the  parliament  came  down  for  the  delivering 
np  of  Hull,  and  its  magazines,  to  Sir  John  Hotham,  the  mayor 
fcrupled  to  obey,  on  account  of  the  King's  letter  in  favour  of  the  earl 
of  Ncwcaftle.  The  mayor  was  fummoned  to  attend  -,  and,  fubmitting 
himfelf  to  the  diredlions  of  parliament,  Sir  John  Hotham  was  put 
into  poflfcfTion  of  the  command  of  Hull.  When  the  parliament  ac- 
quainted the  King  with  their  orders  concerning  Hull,  he  returned  an- 
fwer, "  That  he  had  formerly  confidered  the  fubjed  of  their  fears,  and 
.had  already  taken  fpecial  care  for  the  fecurity  of  that  place." 

That 
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That  he  wanted  to  find  the  parliament  an   employ-  Ann.  164 1. 
ment  of  fuch  confequence  as   fliould    cngrofs    their 
whole  attention,  whilfl  he  was   making  preparations 
to  enable   him  to   vindicate  his  own  terms:   That  he- 
wanted   to    difcover  and  expofe  the  utmoil  views,  of 
the   party  :   That  he  wanted    to  make   the    people  be- 
lieve he    was  willing  to  confent  to  whatever  fliould 
be  produdive  of  a  perfea;  reconciliation  between  him 
and  his  parliament ;   at  the  fame  time  that  the  gene- 
ral  expreflion  of   the    propofition   bound  him    to   no 
particular  obligation,   and  left  him  always  mailer  of 
the   terms   of  accommodation.      The   Commons    pro- 
pofed  to  the  Peers  the  following  addition  to  their  an- 
fwer, viz.  "   That  his   majefty    would  be    pleafed   to 
put  the  Tower  of  London,  with  all  the  ports  and  mi- 
litia of  the  kingdom,  into  fuch  hands  as  the  parlia- 
ment  could    confide   in."      The  Lords  denying  their 
afifent  to   this   addition,   thirty-two  peers    protefled  *: 
•    and   the  Commons  fent  up  a  petition  in   their  own 
name  f. 


No   lefs   cautious    and  determined  was   their  con- 
du«5t  in  the  bufinefs  of  their  violated  privileges,  and 

♦  Earls  of  Eflex,  Warwick,  Pembroke,  Holland,  Stamford,  Bed- 
ford, Leicefter,  Clare,  Lincoln,  Sarum,  Bolinbroke,  Peterboroucrh, 
Thanet,  Nottingham  ;  vilcounts  Say  and  Seal,  Conway  :  Lords  Pa4t, 
Kimbolton,  Brooke,  Roberts,  North,  Wharton,  St  John,  Spencer,' 
Newnham,  Willoughby,  Bruce,  Dacres,  Howard  de  Eirick,  Grey  de 
Werk,  Chandois,  Hunldon.     Pari.  Hijt.  vol.  X   p.  233. 

t  In  this  petition  was  inferted.  That  the  Peers  having  refufed  to  join 
with  them,  they  notwithllanding,  no  way  dilcouraged,  but  confiding 
in  his  majefty's  goodncfs,  did  humbly  beieech  him,  &c. 
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the  profecution  of   the  fix   members.     At  the  rcquefl 
of  the  parties,   the  parliament  petitioned  the  King  to 
declare  what  proofs  there  was  againll  them,  that  they 
might    be    fpeedily   proceeded   againll    in    a    parlia- 
mentary way.      The  King's  anfwcr  was  artful.      He 
defired   the  parliament   to   refolve,  whether   he   was 
bound,  in  refped  of  privilege,  to  proceed  againll  the 
members  by  impeachment  in  parliament  ;  or   w^he- 
ther   he  was   at   liberty  to   prefer  an   indictment  at 
common-law  ;  or  to  have  his  choice  of  either  ?    Thus 
did  he  evade   the  difcovering  to  the  public   the  prin- 
ciples on  which  he  founded   his  charge  of  treafon  ; 
and  endeavoured  to  bring  the  Commons  into  the  dif- 
ficulty either  of  refufing  what  carried  the  appearance 
of  juHice  and  moderation,  or  to  give  up  a  point  of 
Liberty,  in  fubmitting  to  be  tried  by  the  Lords  ;  or  to 
trull  an  indidment  at  law,  where  the  rational  part  of 
their  plea  would  be   over-ruled,  viz.   That  it  was  the 
King's   miniilers   had  committed    treafon,  in   endea- 
vouring the  fubverfion  of  the  conilitution ;  in  chang- 
ing, by  a  tyrannical  adminillration,  the  government 
into  an   abfolute  monarchy  -,  and  fubjeaing   the  li- 
berties and  properties  of  the   fubjea  to  arbitrary  will 
and  pleafure :    That  to  raife   forces,  and  oppofe   the 
miniilers  of  arbitrary  power,   was    not   levying   war 
againll  the  conftitutional  fovereign  ;  and  confequently 
not  againll  the  political  charader  of  the  King  *.    The 

♦  It  was  declared  lawful,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  eleventh  of  Richard 
II.  and  the  firft  of  Henry  IV.  cap.  4.  to  raife  forces  to  oppofe  the  mi- 
ni flers  of  arbitrary  power.  Thefc  ftatutes  were  enadtcd  within  thirty- 
four  years  after  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  111. 

Com- 
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Commons  took  no  other  notice  of  this  requeft,  than  Ann  ,64, 
afTerting,  that  it  was  the  undoubted  right   and  privi- 
lege of  parliament,  that  none  of  its  members   could 
be  proceeded  againll   without  the  confent  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  again  folicited  the  King,  that  they  might 
be  called  to  a  legal  trial  *.      The  King  then  offered  a 
pardon  ;  but  the  Commons  were  fo  far  from  acknow- 
ledging this   as   an  ac^  of  grace,  that  they  fent  up  a 
bill  to  the  Lords,  for  clearing  and  vindicating  the  fix 
members   from  a  feigned  charge  of  high-treafon  f. 
Sir  Edward  Herbert,  the  attorney-general,  in  his  ex- 
amination at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  having 
declared  that  he  could  not  undertake  to  make  one 
tittle  good  of  the  articles  with  which  he  had  charged 
them,  otherwife  than  his  mailer  Ihould  command  and 
enable  him  J  ;  they  impeached  him  of  high  crimes 
and    mifdemeanours,     for    having,    contrary    to    his --s^r* 
oath,  and  the  duty  of  his  place,    falfely,    fcandaloufly,  ^L^t 
and  mahcioufly,  advifed  and  framed  certain  articles  ''"■''^• 
of   high-treafon    againll    the    lord    Kimbolton,    &c. 
"  Tliat   the  faid  doings  of  his   were  Iiigh   breaches' 
of  the  privileges  of  parliament,  tending  to  fedition, 

•  They  aflerted,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  them  to  fee  the  evidence 
and  proof  of  their  guilt,  before  they  could  give  direftions  for  the  man- 
ner  of  the  profecution  and  proceedings  againft  them. 

t  This  bill  paOed  the  Lords'  houfe.     Pari.  Hift,  vol.  X.  p.  330. 

t  On  ferjeant  Wild's  alking  him,  in  the  name  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, whether  he  had  any  proof  or  teftimony,  or  information  of  proof 
of  the  articles  he  defired  to  be  excufed  giving  a  prefent  anfwer. 
Rujhwortb,  vol.  IV.  p.  489. 
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Ann.  1641.  &c.*''  The  Lords  pafTed  the  following  fentence  on 
The  Lords  ]^jj^ .  u  That  he  fhould  be  difabled,  and  made  incapable 
SiyScTng'sof  being  a  member,  afliilant,  or  pleader,  in  either 
attorney.  Yioui:c  of  parliament  ;  and  of  all  offices,  faving  that 
of  attorney-general :  That  he  fliould  be  committed  to 
the  Fleet,  during  the  plcafure  of  the  houfe  f."     The 

•  On  the  commencement  of  this  profecution  the  King  fent  a  letter 
to  vindicate  the  condu6t  of  his  attorney,  who  had  adtcd,  he  faid,  in 
obedience  to  his  commands  ;  a  duty  to  which  he  was  bound  by  his 
oath,  and  the  truft  he  had  repofed  in  him ;  and,  had  he  refufed  obe- 
dience, he  would  have  queftioned  him  for  the  breach  of  his  oath,  duty, 
and  place :  but  now  that  he  had  wholly  dcfifted  from  further  proceed- 
int^s  againft  the  accufcd,  he  had  commanded  his  attorney  to  drop  the 
profecution^  nor  to  produce   or    difcover   any   proofs  concerning  it. 
This  letter  was  highly   refented  by  the  Lcrds»  as  a  prelimiting  their 
judgment.     They  refufed  to  take  it  into  confideration  till  they  had 
determined  the   bufinels  againft  the  attorney.     A    meflage   was  fent 
to  the  Commons  to  inform   them  of  the  letter ;  and   that  they   were 
ready  to  proceed,  if  they  would  fend  a  committee  to  manage  the  evi- 
dence.    It  was  argued  by  ferjeant  Wild,  one  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpoie.  That  the  attorney-general  pleading  the  King's 
command  added  to  his  offence  ;  fince  he  could  not  but  know  that  the 
King's  command,  in  things  illegal,  was  utterly  fruftrate,  and  of  no 
efFeft ;  if  againft  the  crown,  in  matter  of  intereft,  they  were  merely 
void,  qucd  in  decepiione  reps  j  if  againft  the  public   weal,  they  were 
ipfojure  vacua  -,  much  more  in  matters  criminal,  becaufc  no  aflion  lies 
againft  him  :  That  the  attorney-general  had  adted  contrary  to  his  oath  -, 
for  he  was  fworn  to  the  King,  to  iflue  out  his  writs  duly  and  truly,  and 
give  him   true  advice  according  to  law.     It  is  a  circumftance  worth 
notice,  that  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  in  his  defence  on  the  point  concern- 
ing the  privilege  of  parliament,  cited  but  three  precedents,  to  juftify 
the  legality  of  his  accufation  •,  two  of  them  were  of  Charles's  admini- 
ftration,  cafes  of  the  earls  of  Arundel  and  Briftol ;  and  the  other  in  the 
•  adminiftration  of  Richard  II.     Pari  Hijt.  vol.  X.  p.  347,  ^  feq. 

■f  Clarendon  is  guilty  of  two  falfe  mifreprefentations,  in  the  recital 
of  this  bufmefs  \  firft,  he  alledges  that  the  Commons,  finding  that  the 

Lords 


King  m  general  terms,  offered  the  parliament  a  rea-  A.,.  ,64, 
fonable  reparation  of  their  privileges  ;  but  they  in- 
Med  that  the  King  fhould  difcover  his  advifers  in 
that  illegal  meafure,  as  a  neceffaiy  part  of  a  reafonable 
reparation  *.  Petitions  from  the  city  of  London,  Mid- 
dlefex,  Effex,  and  Hertfordflnre,  being  prefented  to  the 

Lords  had  affigned  counfel  for  the  defence  of  the  attorney-ceneral 
threatened  thofe  that  (hould  prefume  to  undertake  the  tafk    i„  , 
ner  that  terrified  the  counfel'into  a  pofitive  rS-^l t  tkZ    arX 
Ind  S,-r  T^^  that  the  Lords  in^prifoned  Sir   Thon^as  Bedingfield 
and  Sr  Thomas  Gardmer,  for  their  contempt,  in  refufing  to  be  of 
counfel  for  the  attorney  on  their  aflicrnment-   sLonHlv    -ru       u 
gative  prevailing  in  evLy  queftion  thar^a   put  cone  L^ltVa" 
>ng    a  penalty  for  the  attorney's  offence     th^  ™"f^™'"g  '^e  inflift- 
fuch  refentment  on   the  occafion    that   rt  r      ,*^°"""°"^   '"'P'^^'^i 
rules   and  praftice  of  pa^Sen";    proc      ed^tfa  Tw  "^/°   '"^ 
In  the  firft  cafe.  Sir  Thomas  Bedingfie  d  and  sl  Th        ^''^^J'"'- 
made  no  other  excufe  for  not  pleadif!    but  that  t^r"".'  ^."'^"''' 
given  them  time  enough  to  prepare    when  ,h  lt°"^'  ^'^  "°'        • 

of  the  twohoufes  woy  ha'Xe;  a  vTrv  tr'^M  ^^^ 
Mr.  Hearne  and  Mr.  Chute  diS  IftLZleTd  f ^S^:  T  "'  *'' 
matter  of  ha.     I„  the  fecond  cafe    on   he  firf      a        .  °"'^  "'  '" 
viz.  Whether,  upon  the  whole  m«ter    Mr   Itr      "."/'  ""'  P«'  ■ 

a  crime  for  which  he  ought  to  be  ^^el^c^d'by  ^  Lft  TfZ' 
refolvedm  the  affirmative  5  which  certainly  4  the  matron  f 
the  fentence  that  was  afterwards  pronounced  ag  infthl      pTi^ 

vou  X.  p.  3SB,  tf /.,.  cw  m  vol.  I.  p.^;;;.  S-"^.  ^-"-^  ^5^- 

rto^^fftrthitsr^thdV^^^^ 

great  feal.  the  treafu..r.Se  '  at  councir^^'  "'  ^^^^  °'  '"'« 
purfue  his  fuggeftion  :  Uich.  if  he  cannot  L'^'°"''  '""''"^  '^ 
foned  till  he  hath  fatisfied  the  partv    "d       Tc  '  ^'  "  '°  ^  '•'"P"- 
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Am.  1641.    Commons,  they  appointed  Mr.  Pym  to  communicate 
them  in  a  conference  to  the  Lords. 

,,  „    ,  His  fpeech  on  the  occafion  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 

Mr.  Pym  s  ^  n      t   •  r       r 

fpeech  to  the  n^oft  artful  performances  of  this  perluafive  orator  j 

tUiiMof    who,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  convinced  the  under- 

?a«!''  ^'     {landing,  knew  how  to  work  effedlually  on  the  paf-^ 

lions    of  his    auditors.     "  In    thefe    petitions  *,  my 

•  The  petition  from  the  city  of  London  was  in  anfwer  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  loan  of  ioo>oool.   It  mentioned  twelve  objeaions  to  the 
complying  with  the  requeft.     Among  thefe  were  the  non-payment  of 
fevcral  great  fums  of  money  owed  to  them  by  debtors  in  Ireland  :  the 
brotherly  offers  of  Scotland  to  fend  10,000  men  into  Ireland  not  yet 
accepted:  the  not  paffing  the  bill  for  preffing  foldiers,    which  put 
men  in  fear  that  there  was  a  defign  to  lofe  that  kingdom  and  confume 
this ;  fecino  that  it  could  not  be  conceived  the  rebels  would  be  fup- 
preffed  by  volunteers:    the  flow  iffuing  commiffions  to  thofe,   who 
being  in  Ireland,  or  going  thither,  were  willing  to  enter  the  field  againft 
the  rebels  •,  fo  that  all  the  forces  that  had  been  or  might  be  fent  thither 
were  exhaufted  to  maintain  forces  that  did  little  or  nothing  worthy  of 
them,  by  means  whereof  the  number  and  power  of  the  rebels  were 
areatly  increafcd  i  divers  caftles   and  towns  taken;  much  Proteftant 
blood  daily  fpilt  j  the  malignant  party  here  encouraged,  and  thofe  re- 
bels fo  much  emboldened,  that  they  boaft  they  will  extirpate  the  Eng- 
iifti  nation  there,  and  then  make  England  the  feat  of  war :  the  not 
difarming  of  Papifts  here  in  England:  the  great  decays   of  fortificati- 
ons   &c.  the  not  placing  them  in  hands  in  whom  the  parliament  can 
confide:  the  not  fetting  the  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence  :  the  not 
removing  the  prefent  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and  putting  into  his 
place  one  well  approved  of  by  parliament:  the  King*s  fliips,  which 
ought  to  be  a  wall  of  defence  to  the  kingdom,  not  fitted  and  employ- 
ed as  the  prefent  condition  of  this  kingdom  and  Ireland  requires,  but 
fome  of  them  for  the  conveying  away  delinquents,  to  the  great  encou- 
ragement of  the   reft  of  the  malignant  party,  who,  when   deteded,. 
know  how  to  efcape  juftice  through  the  abufe  of  royal  condudt :  the 
mifunderftanding  between  the  King  and  parliament :  the  not  vindicat- 
ing 
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lords,  laid  he,  you  may  hear  the  voice,  or  rather  the  Ann.1641. 
cry  of  all  England  ;  and  you  cannot  wonder  if  the 

ing  the  privileges  of  parliament :  the  not  fuppreffing  prote<5lions :  the 
not  punilhmg  delinquents:  the  not  executing  priefts  and  Jefuits,  le- 
gally condemned ;  whilfl:  others,  contrary  to  the  privilege  of  parlia- 
ment, had  been  illegally  charged  witH  treafon.     Thefe  evils,  the  pe- 
titioners faid,  had  fprung  from  the  employing  iU-affeaed  perfons  in 
places  of  truft  and  honour  in  the  ftate;  and  were  continued  by  the 
votes  of  biihops  and  popifti  lords  in  the  houfe  of  Peers.     They  humbly 
begged  leave  to  proteft,  before  God  and  the  high  court  of  parliament 
that  if  any  farther  mifchief  befel  their  dear  brethren  of  Ireland  ^  or  if 
any  mifchief  broke  in  upon  this  kingdom,  it  ought  not  to  be  imputed 
to  the  petitioners,  but  to  fuch  as  fliould  endeavour  to  hinder  the  effec-^ 
tual  cure  of  the  evils  before  recited,  that  difabled  the  petitioners  from 
doing  that  which  was  defired  by  the  honourable  the  houfe  of  Commons 

The  petition  from  the  coumy  of  Effex  exprelTed  a  fear,  that  there 
was  an  entire  ftop  of  reformation  in  matters  of  religion  :  that  the  whole 
kingdom  was  in  danger  from  Papifts,  and  other  iU-affefted  perfons 
who  were  every  where  very  infolent,  and  ready  to  ad  the  part  of  thofe 
favage  blood-fuckers  in  Ireland. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hertford  expreffcd  rheir  thanks 
for  the  great  benefits  they  had  received  from  the  parliament,  and  their 
indignation  againft  that  malignant  party  who  endeavoured  to  prevent  a 
thorough  reformation  in  church  and  ftate,  and  efpecially  the  relief  of 
Ireland;  who  attempted  to  render  the  houfe  of  Commons  not  only  con 
temptible  but   burthenfome  to  the  people.     The  petitioners  expreffed 
their  high  cfteem  of  that  aftembly,  and  acknowledged  the   perfcft 
ing  their  endeavours  to  be  fo  neceflary  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  that  without  it  there  would  not  only  be  a  return  of  former 
calamities,    but    utter    ruin    and    defclation.      They    declared    their 
r.'adinefs  and  engagement,  according  to  their  proteftation,  to  defend 
to  the  utmoft  peril  of  their  lives,  the  King  and  the  h,gh  court  of  par' 
hament,  with  all  its  power  and  privileges,  againft  popiOi  and  ofher 
malignant  oppofers.     All  the  petitions  prayed  that  Papifts  might  be 
fuUy  difarmed,  and  the  laws  againft  them  executed,  the  kingdom  put 
into  a  pofture  of  war,  and  its  forts  put  into  fuch  hands  as  the  pai^a! 
ment  could  confide  in,  the  privileges  of  that  aflembly  vindicateKc 
land  fpeedily  relieved,  the  farther  puniftiment  of  delinquents,  the  fL 
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urgency,  the  extremity  of  our  condition,  produce 
fome  earneftnefs  and  vehemcncy  of  expreflion  more 
than  ordinary ;  the  agony,  terror,  and  perplexity,  in 
which  the  kingdom  labours  is  univerfal.  All  parts 
are  affected  with  it."  After  aflferting,  that  the  emi- 
nent dangers  which  threatened  the  kingdom  arofe 
from  the  evil  counfcllors  about  the  King,  and  from 
the  Papifls  and  ill-affedted,  both  in  England  and  Ire- 
land, fupported  by  the  minifters  of  neighbour  princes  *, 
he  fhewed  that  the  apprehenfions  and  terrors  of  the 
public  proceeded  from  the  obflru(5lion  of  reformation 
in  matters  of  religion  ;  the  obftruc^ion  in  trade  ;  the 
obflrudlion  in  the  relief  of  Ireland  ;  the  obflrucflion 
in  profecution  of  delinquents  ;  a  general  obflrutStion 
and  interruption  of  the  proceedings  of  parliament  by 
deiigns  of  violence  ;  breaches  of  privilege,  and  the 
fubtle  endeavours  to  raife  parties  in  the  lower  houfe  j 
and  jealoufies  between  the  two  lioufes.  The  obftruc- 
tion  in  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  ; 

ther  reforming  the  church  and  Common-wealth,  and  the  taking  away 
the  votes  of  popifli  lords  and  bifliops. 

In  the  petition  from  the  city  of  London,  the  petitioners  complain, 
that  witholding  from  them  the  fum  of  50,000!.  which  the  parliament 
had  borrowed,  was  a  great  hinderance  to  trade.     If  this  was  the  cafe 
the  prefcnt  national  debt  mufl:  a6t  very  powerfully  in  that  particular. 
Rujhwcrtby  vol.  IV.  p.  504,  ^  feq, 

*  Mr.  Pym  told  the  Lords,  that  the  rebels  had  received  a  fupply  of 
two  convoys  of  ammunition  and  arms,  the  one  from  Dunkirk,  and 
the  other  from  Nants  in  Brittany  -,  that  the  foldiers  levied  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  i>pain  were  joined  to  the  Irifh  rebels  •,  and  that  the  Irilh  friars, 
employed  by  the  Spanifh  ambafladqr  for  making  thefe  levies,  were 
known  to  have  been  the  chief  incendiaries  of  the  rebellion,  and  were 
ilill  aftive  in  the  profecution  and  encouragement  of  it. 
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the  evil  mfluence  about  the  King,  Mr.  Pym  faid,  had  Ann.  164,. 
been  the  caufe  of  the  preparation  of  the  war  with 
Scotland,  the  procuring  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  cor- 
rupting religion,  fupprelTing  the  liberty  of  the  king- 
dom, and  of  many  horrid  attempts  to  the  fubverting 
the  very  being  of  parliaments.     He  fhewed  that  the 
Commons  had  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  re- 
medy the   grievances  of  the  kingdom,  and  avert  the 
dangers  that  threatened  it ;  and  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  addreffing  the  Lords  in  the  following  manner : 
"  I  have  nothing  to  propound  to  your  lordfhips,  by 
way   of  requeft  or  defire,  from  the   houfe  of  Com- 
mons.     I  doubt  not  but  your  judgments  will  tell  you 
what  is  to  be  done  ;  your  confciences,  your  honours,, 
your  interells,  will  call  upon  you   for   the  doing  it.^ 
The  Commons  will  be  glad  to  have  your  concurrence 
and  help,  in  faving  the  kingdom ;   but  if  they  fail  of 
it,   it  will  not  difcourage   them   in  doing  their  duty. 
They  would  be  forry    that  the  ftory  of  the    prefcnt 
parliament   Ihould  tell  pollerity,  that  in  fo  great   a 
danger  and  extremity,  the  houfe  of  Commons  Ihould 
be  enforced  to  fave  the  kingdom  alone  ;   and  that  the 
houfe  of  Peers  fhould  have  no  part  of  the  honour  of 
the  prefervation  of  it.     My  lords,  Confider  what  the 
prefent  neceffities  and  dangers  of  the  Common-wealth  x 
require ;  what  the  Commons  have  rcafon  to  cipccl:  ;  to 
what  endeavours  and  counfels,  the  concurrent  dcfi'res 
of   all   the  people   do  invite   you  ;   fo   that    applying 
yourfelves  to  the   prefervation  of  the  King  and  king- 
dom, I  may  be  bold   to  ailiire  you,   in    the    name  of 
all  the  Commons  of  England,  that  you  fiiaii  be  bravely 
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Ann.  .641,  condcd  ^"  Mr.  Pym  received  the  thanks  of  the  houle 
of  Commons  for  having  fo  well  performed  the  fervicc 
they  had  employed  him  in  :    His  fpeech  was  ordered 

»  Mr.  Pym   aBlrmed,  in  this  fpcedi,  that  fince  the  flop  upon  the 
ports  againft  all  hilh  Papifts  by  both  houfes,  many  of  the  chief  com- 
manders now  at  the  head  of  the  rebels  had  been  luffered  to  pafs  by  his 
majcfty's  immediate  warrant.     The  King  fent  to  the  Commons  to  vm- 
dicate  his  charafter  from  this  afiertion:  the  Commons  not  only  jiifti- 
fied  Mr.  Pym,  but  declared  that  what  he  had  affirmed  was  agreeable 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  whole  houle,  naming  the  different  advertifements 
ihey  had  received  concerning  feveral  IriOi  Papifts  which  had  pafled 
by  fuch  warrants,  and  had  fince joined  the  rebels:  to  the  Kmg's  pro- 
f.ffions  that  he  had  ufed  an  extreme  caution  in  this  article,  they  made 
the  following   Ihrewd   return  :    "  Your  majefty's   moft  faithful  fub- 
jeds  are  very  forry  that  the  extreme  caution  your  majefty  hath  ufed 
*hath  been  fo  ill-feconded  with  the  diligence  and  faithfulncfs  of  your 
miniftcrs,  and  that  your  royal  authority  (hould  be  fo  highly  abufed, 
akhouah,   as  it  was  expreffed  by  Mr.  Pym,  we  believed  it  was  by 
the  procurement  of  fome  evil  inftruments  too  near  your  royal  perfon, 
without  your  majefty's  knowledge  and  intention  ;  and  we  bcfeech  your 
maiefty  to  take  fuch  courfe,  that  not  only  your  honour  may  be  vindi- 
cated for  the  time  paft,  but  your  kingdom  may  be  fecured  from  like 
mifchicf  for  the  time  xo  come."     Several  replies  and  a nfwers  followed 
on  both  fides  i  the  King  attempted  to  juftify  himfelf  on  thefe  frivolous 
grounds.  That  he  had  no  intimation  of  the  order  of  reftraint  of  both 
houfes,  and  denied  that  thofe  to  whom  he  had  granted  fuch  licence 
were  in  the  rebellion.     This  was  very  fophiftical.  fince  the  Commons 
had  affirmed,  that  the  immediate  warrants  he  had  granted  to  particu- 
lar perlbns,  gave  free  paffage  to  themfelves  and  company,  without  any 
qualifications^fperfons,  or  limitation  of  number  ■,  and  that,  by  virtue 
of  this  licence,  feveral  perfons,  who  had  fincc  obtained  command  among 

the  rebels,  had  paffed.  ,    ,    .         r    x. 

One  of  the  panicukr  perfons  to  whom  the  Kmg  had  given  futh  ge- 
neral licences,  was  captain  Butler,  whofe  brother  was  general  of  the 
r^Ms  in  Munfter ;  and  another  was  lord  Delvin,  whofe  lather  was  an 
inveterate  rebel.    Rujbwortb,  voL  IV.  p.  51'.  ^  M- 
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to  be  printed  ;  and,  on  the  report  of  this  conference, 
in  which  he  had  fo  great  a  part,  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  upper  houfe  for  joining  with  the  Commons, 
in  petitioning  the  King  to  put  the  forts  and  militia  of 
the  kingdom  into  fafe  hands.  This  occafioning  a  long 
debate,  the  houfe,  having  refolved  themfelves  into  a 
committee,  fome  lords  defired  to  adjourn.  The  duke 
of  Richmond  *,  with  much  petulance  replied,  "  Let 
us  put  the  queftion,  whether  we  fliall  adjourn  for 
fix  months  ?"  The  extreme  infignificancy  of  this  lord's 
chara^er  had  hitlierto  faved  him  from  cenfure  ; 
but  the  peevifhnefs  and  impatience  with  which  he 
uttered  thefe  words,  offended  the  popular  party  fo 
much,  that  it  was  warmly  excepted  againft.  On  the 
queftion  being  put.  That  the  houfe  fhould  be  fatisfied 
with  the  duke's  making  an  humble  fubmiffion  and 
acknowledgment,  that  he  had  offended  in  fpeaking 
inconfiderately  and  unadvifedly  ;  and  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  have  the  houfe  adjourned  ?  it  was  refolved 
in  the  affirmative  ;  but  was  protefted  againft  by 
twenty-four  lords,  as  a  punifhment  not  adequate  to 
the  offence  f . 

*  Duke  of  Lenox,  in  Scotland,  lately  created  an  Englilh  duke  : 
his  fifters  were  Papifts,  himfelf  had  fpent  fome  time  in  Spain,  and  had 
been  complimented  with  being  created  a  grandee  of  that  catholic  coun- 
try.    Clarendon. 

t  Northumberland,  Bedford,  Effex,  Pembroke,  Suffolk,  Lincoln, 
Leicefter,  Warwick,  Holland,  Bolinbroke,  Stamford,  Conway,  Whar- 
ton, Paget,  Hunfdon,  Xhandois,  St.  John,  Spencer,  Kimbolton, 
Brook,  Grey  dc  Werk,  Roberts,  Howard  de  Efrick,  Willoughby  de 
Parham.     ParL  Hift,  vol.  X.  p.  252. 
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Some  few  days  after  the  Commons  fcnt  up  an  ac- 
cufation  againft  the  duke  of  Richmond,  on  the  three 
following  articles :  That  he  had  written  to  the  mayor 
and  jurats  of  the  town  of  Hithe,  to  chufc  one  cap- 
tain Winberry  for  their  member :  That,  whilil  the 
affair  of  Mr.  Piercy  and  Mr.  Jermyn  were  before  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  the  duke's  fleward  came  to  Mr. 
Peard,  a  member  of  that  aflembly ;  and  defired  him, 
in  his  mailer's  name,  not  to  prefs  the  matter  concern- 
ing thofe  gentlemen,  faying,  that  his  forbearance 
would  be  an  acceptable  fervice,  and  would  do  him 
good  :  That,  by  the  copy  of  a  record  then  in  the 
lower  houfe,  it  did  appear  that  the  duke  of  Richmond 
did,  on  the  twenty-lixth  of  January  inilant,  delire  that 
the  queftion  might  be  put  for  the  adjourning  the 
houfe  of  Lords  for  fix  months :  Upon  the  whole,  the 
Commons  had  pafled  a  vote,  That  they  had  fufficient 
caufe  to  accufe  the  duke  of  Richmond,  as  one  of  the 
malignant  party,  and  an  evil  counfellor  to  the  King, 
for  thefe  reafons  :  That  he  endeavoured  to  have  fuch 
members  chofen  as  he  fhould  name  *  :  That  he  en- 
deavoured to  corrupt  the  members  of  the  houfe,  af- 
ter they  were  elecfled,  in  matters  of  the  highefl  nature : 
That  his  motion  of  adjournment,  had  it  been  eifecfled, 
would  certainly  have  been  the  lofs  of  Ireland,  and 
hazarded  the  ruin  of  England.     The  Commons  de- 

•  The  interpofal  of  peers  in  the  cledlion  of  commoners  had  been,  by 
feveral  refolutions  of  the  lower  houfe,  declared  a  breach  of  privilege ; 
and  continues,  fays  Mr.  Hume,  to  be  condemned  by  the  votes  of  the 
Commons,  and  univerfally  pradifcd  throughout  the  nation.  Humcy 
vol.  I.  p.  312. 
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fired  the  Lords  to  join  with  them  in  petitioning  the  Ann.  1641. 
King,  that  the  duke  of  Richmond  might  not  have 
accefs  to  the  perfons  or  courts  of  the  King  and  queen ; 
and  that  he  might  be  removed  from  all  offices  and 
places  of  public  truft.  The  queftion,  whether  the  Lords 
fhould  join  with  the  Commons  in  their  petition  againfl 
the  duke,  paffing  in  the  negative,  twenty-three  lords 
entered  their  diflent  *. 

The  upper  houfe  not  having  determined  the  im- 
portant queftion.  Whether  they  fliould  join  with  the 
Commons  in  their  petition  concerning    the  militia? 
that  aiTembly  grew  warm    and   impatient,  and   fent 
up,  with  the  King's  denial  to  their  petition,  the  fol- 
lowing angry  mefTage  :   "  To  defire   the  Lords  to  lay 
to  heart  this  their  requeft.  That  they  would  join  in 
another  petition  to  the  King,  that  the  forts  and  mi- 
litia of  the  kingdom  fliould  be  put   into  fuch  hands 
as  were  approved   of  by   both   houfes:  That,  if  the 
whole   aflembly  would  not  join  with  the  Commons, 
now  that  things  were  brought  to  the  laft  gafp,  then 
that   thofe  lords,  who   were   willing,  would   declare 
themfelves,  that  they  might  be  known  from  the  reft  : 
Laftly,  to  afliire  the  houfe,  that  they  muft  not  exped: 
that  the  Commons  would   come  to    them  again  upon 
the  fame  bufmefs  f-"     The  debate  on  this   meflage 

♦  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  when  it  was  carried  in  the  Commons'  houfe 
to  accufe  the  duke  of  Richmond,  it  was  late  at  night,  and  not  half 
the  houfe  was  prefent.    This  is  not  the  fad,  it  appearing,  on  the  divi- 
fion  on  the  queftion,  that  the  houfe  was  full.     Claren.  HijJ.  vol  I.  p. 
321.     Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  X.  p.  255. 

t  This  mefTage  was  carried  up  by  Mr.  Hollis. 

C  c  2  was 
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Ann.  1641.    was  Opened  by  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  who  pro- 
fefled,  That  wholbever  fhould  refufe  to  join  with  the 
houfe  of  Commons  in  their  requeft  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, enemies  to  the  Common-wealth.     The  Lords, 
at  this  jundtiire,  feemed  to  be  fo  perfe(5lly  convinced 
of  the  preffing  neceffity  of  the  requeft,  that,  without 
fignifying  any  offence  at  the  peculiar  ftyle  of  the  mcf- 
fage,  they  came  to  the  following  rcfolutions,  to  join 
with  the  Commons  in  their  vote  :  "  That  whofocvcr 
advifed  the  King  to  give  fuch  an  anfwer,  is  of  the 
malignant  party,  and  an  enemy  to  the  public  peace 
and  fafety  of  the   kingdom  :  That  they  would  join 
with  the  Commons  in  their  petition,  as  defired  *."     A 
petition  of  the  fame  effe<5l  with  the  former  was  fent 
to  the  King,  in  the  name   of  both  houfe s,  with  the 
following  claufe  :  •*  That  the  parliament  expedled  a 
fpeedy  and  gracious  anfwer,  the  great  diftra6tions  and 
diftempers  of  the  kingdom  not  admitting  delay." 

The  impatience  of  the  public  at  the  flow  progrefs 
of  the  long-promifed  reformation,  excited  a  new  inun- 
dation of  petitions ;  among  thefe  was  one  from  the  young 
men,  apprentices,  and  feamcn  ;  another  from  the  poor 
tradefmen  and  manufa(5lurers  f  »  a  third  from  the  por- 

*  On  this  occafion  Clarendon  obfcrves,  that  when  this  bill  was  firft 
introduced  in  the  lower  houfe,  there  were  few  men  who  imagined  it 
would  receive  farther  countenance ;  but  now  there  were  very  tew  who 
<3id  not  believe  it  to  be  a  very  neceflary  provifion  for  the  peace  and  fafety 
of  the  kingdom.     Claren.  Hift.  vol.  I.  p.  304. 

-|-  Thefe  complained,  that  there  was  fo  great  a  decay  and  flop  of 
trade,  that  they  were  in  a  ftarving  condition  i  if  fome  means  were  not 
taken,  they  faid,  to  remove  thofe  obftrudlions  which  hindered  the 
progrefs  of  the  endeavours  of  their  rcprefcntatives,  they  Ihould  be 
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ters  * ;  a  fourth  from  gentlewomen,  tradefmens*  wives,  Ann.  1641. 
&c.  t»  The  female  petitioners  prayed  to  be  fecuredfrom 
the  cinielty  and  perfecution  of  Papifls,  prelates,  and 
their  adherents  ;  and  expreffed  their  refentment  on  the 
cruelties  committed  in  Ireland,  in  very  pathetic  terms : 
they  apologized  for  this  their  uncommon  acH:,  on  the 
principle  that  they  were  fharers  in  the  common  calami- 
ties that  opprelfion  produced;  "  On  thefe  grounds, 
conclude  the  petitioners,  we  are  emboldened  to  pre- 
fent  our  humble  defires  to  this  honourable  afTembly, 
not  regarding  the  reproaches  which  may  and  are  by 
many  caft  upon  us  ;  we  do  it  not  out  of  any  felf-con- 
ceit  or  pride  of  heart,  as  feeking  to  equal  ourfelves 
with  men,  either  in  authority  or  in  wifdom,  but,  ac- 
cording to  our  places,  to  difcharge  that  duty  we  owe 
to  God,  and  the  caufe  of  the  church."  The  houfe 
had  not  only  the  complaifance  to  read  the  petition, 
but  commiffioned  one  of  their  members,  of  no  lefs 
confequence  than  Mr.  Pym,  to  return  an  anfwer  in 

forced  to  lay  hold  of  the  next  remedy  at  hand,  to  remove  the  difturbers 
of  their  peace  ;  and  propofed,  that  thofe  noble  worthies  of  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  who  concurred  with  the  happy  votes  of  the  Commons,  (hould 
feparate  themfelves  from  the  reft,  and  fit  and  vote  as  one  entire  body. 

*  This  petition  aflcrted,  that,  if  proper  remedies  for  the  public  mi- 
feries  were  longer  fufpended,  the  petitioners  would  be  forced  to  ex- 
tremities not  fit  to  be  named,  and  make  good  the  faying.  That  ne- 
ceffity has  no  law  ;  they  had  nothing  to  lofe  but  their  lives,  and  thofe 
they  were  willing  to  expofe  to  the  utmolt  peril  in  defence  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  according  to  their  proteftation. 

•f-  Two  from  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Surry,  and  another  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Cleveland,  in  the  county  of  York.     Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  * 

X.  p.  291,  i^  feq^.    Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  422. 

perfon. 
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Ann.  1641.  perfon.  The  petitioners  being  called  up  to  the  door 
of  the  houfc,  Mr.  Pym  addreflcd  them  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  "  Good  women,  your  petition,  with 
the  reafons,  hath  been  read  in  the  houfe,  is  thank- 
fully accepted  of,  and  is  come  in  a  feafonable  time. 
You  fhall,  God  willing,  receive  from  us  all  the  fa- 
tisfa6lion  which  we  can  poflibly  give  to  your  juft  and 
lawful  defires :  We  intreat  you,  therefore,  to  repair 
to  your  houfes,  and  turn  your  petition,  which  you 
have  delivered  here,  into  prayers  at  home  for  us :  We 
have  been,  are,  and  fhall  be,  to  the  utmofl  of  our 
power,  ready  to  relieve  you,  your  hufbands,  and 
children ;  and  to  perform  the  trull  committed  unto 
us  towards  God,  our  King,  and  country,  as  becometh 
faithful  Chrillians  and  loyal  fubjedts  *." 


*  This  complaifance  to  a  company  of  decent,  virtuous  matrons, 
acting  under  the  influence  of  confcience,  expreffing  their  fears  and 
J  hopes  on  matters  in  which  they  were  greatly  interefted,  in  a  modeft  ap- 
plication to  the  reprefentatrve  afTembly  of  the  people,  has  been  highly 
ridiculed  by  thofe  who  feoff  at  the  conduct  of  thefc  fenfible  times.  Was 
not  the  policy  of  this  complaifance  fufficienc  to  vindicate  it  from  ridi- 
cule, it  has  the  countenance  of  the  moft  illuftrious  focieties.  The 
governfrent  of  Rome,  when  in  its  (late  of  higheft  virtue,  though  ne- 
ver influenced  by  the  low  cabals  and  intrigues  of  loofe  and  vicious  wo- 
men, which  is  ever  the  confequence  of  thofe  effeminate  manners  which 
prevail  in  monarchies,  failed  not  to  pay  high  marks  of  efteem,  and 
granted  many  immunities  to  thatfex,  on  their  exhibiting  any  fymptom  of 
public  virtue-,  and  we  find,  that  when  Rome  was  towering  to  its  ut- 
moft  heigth  of  fplendor,  the  women  prefumed  to  petition  their  le^if. 
lator  on  fubjc<5ls  that  concerned  themfelves,  though  of  a  trifling  nature. 
When  the  manners  of  that  fociety  began  to  degenerate,  the  women 
were  very  importunate  with  the  fcnators  on  the  article  of  a  fumptuary 
law  that  affcdced  their  drefs  \  for  this  they  were  fternly  rebuked  by  Cato 
the  Cenfor,  but  not  fo  much  for  their  prefuming  to  petition,  as  for  the 
pernicious  nature  of  their  petition,  the  improper  object  of  their  defire, 
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That  harmony  between  the  two  legiflative  aflem-  Ann.  1641. 
blies,  fo  earneflly  defired  by  the  public,  feemed  to  be 
now  complete.     The  bill   for   depriving    bifhops  of 
their  votes   in   parliament,    which,    in    one   feflions, 
with   a   trifling  alteration,  the  Commons    had   twice 
fent  up   to  the  Peers,  was  now  called  for,  and,  after 
a  third  reading,  unanimoufly  pafled  by  the  temporal 
lords  ^    the    bifhops    of  Winchefter,    Rochefter,    and 
Worceller  dilTenting.      Great  was  the  joy  and  triumph 
of  the   public  on  this  occaiion ;  nor  lefs  was  the  fa- 
ti&fadlion  of  the  Commons  on  the  Lords  palfing  the    ' 
prefTmg  adts,  with  the  preamble  ;  and  another  very 
important  one,  entitled,  "  An  adl  for  a  fpeedy  con- 
tribution and  loan  towards  the  relief  of  his  majefty's 
diftreiTed  fubjeds  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland."     The  Pari.  iiift. 
trial  of   the  twelve  billiops,  which  had  been  put  off  ''°'*  ''^* 
trom    time  to  time,  on  account   of  the  urgency   of 
public  affairs,  after  fome  pleadings  had  pafled  on  the 
fide  of  the  profecutor  and  the  profecuted,  was  deter- 
mined to   be  farther   proceeded   on   on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  February.      On  the   morning  of  that  day,  voKx"'^* 
the  Commons  fignified  to    the   Lords,   that  they  had  p- 313- 
refolved  to  proceed  againft  the    delinquents  by   bill. 
This  being  fignified  to  the  bifliops,  they  pleaded,  that 
they  had   lain  long  under  a    charge  of  treafon  ;   that 
many  days   had  been  afUgned  for  hearing  ;   that,   as 
the  matter  of  fad  had   been  heard,   they  defired  the 
juflice  of  the  houfe,  that  they  might  be  heard  by  their 
counfel  in  point  of   law,   and  judgment    given  upon 
the  charge.      The   Lords    determined,  that   the   pro- 

and  the  tumultuary  manner  in  v/hich  they  preferred  it.     They  were, 
neverthelefs,  vindicated  by  many  ki^ators. 
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Ceedings  againll  the  bifhops  fliould  not  be  concluded 
in  their  houfe,  without  hearing  them  and  their  coun- 
fel,  as  the  caufe  fliould  require.  The  Commons 
gave  the  committee  appointed  to  manage  the  evidence 
againft  them  the  following  fevere  orders :  To  draw  a 
bill  for  the  forfeiting  the  ifTues  and  profits  of  their 
eftates,  temporal  and  eccleliaftical  * ;  for  the  impri- 
fonment  of  their  perfons  during  life  f  J  and  for  the 
difpofal  of  all  livings  that  fliould  fall  within  their 
gift  J.  The  Lords  having  granted  bail  to  the  bifliops, 
the  Commons  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  it  was 
difagrecable  to  a  vote  of  their  houfe ;  and  therefore 
defired  they  might  be  remanded  :  With  this  requeft 
the  Lords  complied,  without  helitation. 

♦  The  archbiftiop  of  York  was  allowed  out  of  the  profits  of  his  eftate 
lool.  per  annum;  the  bifhop  of  Durham,  800 1.  the  bilhop  of  Nor- 
wich, 400I.  of  Bath  and  Wells,  lOol.  Coventry  and  Litchfield,  800 1. 
Hereford,  500I.  Peterborough,  lOol.  Oxon,  lOol.  Afaph,  500I. 
Landaff,  200I.  It  was  relolved  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  no  member  of 
that  houfe  fliould  be  a  feoffee  in  this  bill  concerning  the  biQiops.  Jour- 
nals  of  the  Commons^  vol.11,  p.  517,  ^/^?.  Pari  Hift,  vol.  X.  p.  374. 

t  After  remaining  eighteen  weeks  in  prifon,  they  were  admitted  to 
bail.  The  archbiftiop  of  York  and  his  fureties  were  bound  in  5000 1. 
and  he  ordered  not  to  go  to  his  diocefs  during  the  difturbances  which 
were  at  that  time  in  the  county.     Pari.  Hift.  vol.  X.  p.  487. 

J  In  the  courfe  of  the  trial  of  the  bifliops,  London  and  Salifl)ury 
depofed,  that  they  never  did  abfent  themfclves  from  parliament,  on 
the  occafion  of  force  or  menace.  The  bifliop  of  Litchfield  and  Coven- 
try, in  his  defence  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  intreated  that  af- 
fembly  to  follow  the  footfteps  of  the  emperor  Conftantine,  who  had  rather 
caft  his  purple  garment  upon  an  offending  divine,  than  reveal  his  of- 
fences, for  the  gofpers  fake  of  Chrift.     Pari  Hift,  vol.  X.  p.  304, 
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Whilst  oppofition  in  both  houfes  of  parliament  Ann.  1641. 
gave  way  to  the  authority  of  the  popular  leaders,  the 
King  was  bufy  in  making  preparations  to  refift  the 
power  of  the  party,  aritt  to  regain  by  the  fword  thofe 
conceflions  they  had  extorted  from  his  neceffities. 
Purfuant  to  his  plan  of  gaining  time  by  temporifmg 
to  the  petition  of  both  houfes,  concerning  the  forts 
and  militia  of  the  kingdom,  he  returned  anfwer, 
That  when  he  fliould  be  informed  of  the  extent  of 
the  power  intended  to  be  eftablifhed  in  thofe  perfons 
the  parliament  defired  to  be  entrufted  as  commanders 
of  the  militia  ;  and  likewife  the  time  limited  that  he 
was  to  be  debarred  from  exercifing  a  power  over  it, 
without  the  advice  of  parliament ;  that  then  he  would 
declare,  that  he  would  put  in  fuch  perfons  as  the  par- 
liament fhould  approve ;  provided  he  had  no  juft  and 
unqueftionable  exception  againft  them.  To  render 
this  meflage  more  agreeable,  Sir  John  Byron,  at  his 
earneft  delire,  had  leave  to  relign  the  lieutenancy  of 
the  Tower  *  ;  and  Sir  John  Conyers,  whom  the  par- 
liament had  recommended  to  this  poft,  was  appointed 
in  his  place.  The  parliament  perceiving  that  the 
King's  fole  drift  was  to  gain  time,  paiTed  an  ordi- 
nance, which  reftored  to  lieutenants  and  deputies  the 
fame   authority   they   had   formerly   exercifed  j  with 

*  This  following  part  of  the  King's  meffage  explains  the  reafon  of 
his  condefcenfion :  That  he  was  prefTed  by  the  States*  ^mbaflador  to 
fend  the  princefs  Mary,  his  daughter,  immediately  to  Holland :  That 
his  royal  confort,  the  queen,  had  earneftly  defired  leave  to  accompany 
her  daughter  thither :  That  he  had  thought  fit  to  confent  to  both  defircs, 
and  to  make  his  confent  known  to  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Journals 
of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  416. 
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Ann.  1641.1  power  to  lead  and  employ  the  trained-bands,  in  every 
part  of  the  realm  of  England  and  dominion  of  Wales, 
for  the  fuppreilion  of  infurre^ions  and  invafions  that 
might  happen  *.  The  names  of  the  perfons  that  were 
to  be  invefled  with  this  authority  were  inferted  in  the 
ordinance ;  their  condu(5t  was  to  be  accountable  to  the 
parliament,  and  their  authority  to  continue  during 
the  pleafure  of  that  aflembly.  The  preamble  to  the 
bill  was  as  follows:  "  Whereas  there  has  been  of 
late  a  moft  dangerous  and  defperate  defign  upon  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  which  we  have  juft  caufe  to  be- 
lieve to  be  an  effci^  of  the  bloody  counfels  of  Papifls, 
and  other  ill-affetfled  perfons,  who.have  already  raifed  a 
rebellion  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  and,  by  rcafon 
of  many  difcoveries,  we  cannot  but  fear  they  will 
proceed,  not  only  to  flir  up  the  like  rebellion  and 
infurreaion  in  the  kingdom  of  England,  but  alfo  to 
back  them  with  forces  from  abroad." 

The  royal  afTcnt  having  been  rcfufed  to  the  bill 
for  taking  away  the  votes  of  bifhops  out  of  the  Lords' 
houfe,  and  exempting  them  from  the  trouble  of  fecu- 
lar  affairs,  and  the  bill  for  preffing  foldicrs  for  the  Irifh 
wars,  they  were  again  prefcnted  to  the  King  at  Canter- 
bury, with  an  importunate  raeilage  from  both  houfes  f. 

•  Whiin:  this  ordinance  was  in  agitation,  an  order  of  parliament  waa 
publifhed,  to  enable  the  lord  mayor,  his  commiOion  being  but  a  com- 
miffion  of  lieutenancy,  and  declared  illegal,  to  make  ufe  of  the  trained- 
bands  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  the  perfon  of  his  ma- 
jcfty,  and  all  the  members  of  parliament,  from  violence  and  danscr 
NaJfoH,  vol  II.  p.  878.  ^    ' 

t'  In  this  meflage  the  parliament  tell  the  King,  that  his  paflincr  thefe 
bills  would  be  a  pledge  to  them  of  his  gracious  intention  of  conc°urrincr 
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Charles  was  on  the  road  to  Dover,  where  he  pro- Aiin,  1641, 
pofed  to  fee  the  queen  fafely  embarked  on  her  jour- 
ney to  Holland.  The  queen  was  cbnfcious  that  the 
parliament  was  come  to  fome  knowledge  of  her  in- 
trigues, and  apprehended  that,  on  the  King's  fecond 
refufal,  an  immediate  flop  would  be  put  to  her  in- 
tended voyage :  to  facilitate  therefore  her  efcape,  fhc 
perfuaded  the  King  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  preffing 
folicitations  of  parliament:  and,  fuch  was  her  pow- 
erful influence,  that,  even  in  this  point,  fhe  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  wifhes  rather  than  the  expectation 
of  the  public  were  gratified  *. 

A  PACKET  from  the  lord  Digby,  direcfled  to  fecre- 
tary  Nicholas,  was  at  this  time  intercepted  and 
opened  f.     Had  the   intelligence   of  the  parliament 

with  them  in  their  fubfequent  defires,  which  they  were  preparing  for 
him.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  283. 

*  The  event  was  celebrated  with  ringing  of  bells,  bonfires,  and  illu- 
minations. Clarendon  fays,  that  it  was  Sir  John  Colepeper  that,  by 
alarming  the  fears  of  the  queen,  prevailed  with  her  to  ufe  her  influence 
with  the  King  for  the  paffing  this  ad.  Oarendon's  Life^  ^.  100.  Ecbardy 
p.  526. 

-f-  In  a  letter  from  lord  Digby  to  the  queen,  he  tells  her,  that  he 
cannot  write  to  her  with  freedom  till  he  has  a  cypher :  That  he  (hall 
ftay  at  Middleborough,  in  a  private  way,  till  he  receives  inllrudions 
how  to  ferve  the  King  and  her  majefty  in  thofe  parts :  If  the  King  would 
betake  himfelf  to  a  fafe  place,  where  he  could  avow  and  proted  his 
fervants,  he  (hould  then  live  in  impatience  and  in  mifery  till  he  waited 
on  her :  If  the  King  betook  himfelf  to  the  compliant  ways  of  accommo- 
dation, which  he  had  done  of  late,  he  (hould  then  ferve  him  more  by 
his  abfence  than  by  his  induftry  :  «  And,  concludes  this  complete  cour- 
tier, it  will  be  a  comfort  to  me,  in  all  calamities,  if  I  cannot  ferve  you 
by  my  adlions,  that  I  may  do  it  in  fome  kind,  by  my  fufterings  for  your 
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Ann.  1641.  not  been  fo  good  as  it  was,  this  would  have  cleared 
up  cffev^lually  the  motives  of  the  King's  motions  and 
conduv5l.  However,  they  made  no  fleps  to  interrupt 
the  queen's  intended  journey,  nor  fignified  other  re- 
fentment  at  her  condudl,  than. the  fending  a  reprov- 
ing, yet  a  civil  melFage,  on  the  purport  of  Digby's 
letter. 


Pari.Hift.  An    impeachment    of    high-treafon    was   fent   up 

VOl«     J\m  m  /t  .  /~» 

p.318.  &feq.  againll  this  offender,  on  the  articles  of  his  perfuading 
the  King  to  levy  forces  againft  his  liege  fubjei5ts  ;  the 
adlually  levying  forces  himfelf  within  the  realm,  to 
the  terror  of  his  majefly's  fubjed:s  *  ;  the  endeavouring 
to  raife  diflenfions  between  the  King  and  people ;  the 
■  poflelling  the  King  with  a  notion,  that  he  could  not 
live  with  fafety  among  them,  and  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  fafe  place  ;  the  advifmg 
the  forming  falfe  and  fcandalous  articles  of  high- 
treafon  againft  lord  Kimbolton,  8<:c.  ;  the  pei-fuading 

iake;  having,  Iproteft  to  God,  no  meafure  of  happinefs  or  misfortune 
in  this  world,  but  what  I  derive  from  your  majefty*s  value  of  my  affec- 
tion and  fidelity."  A  letter  of  Digby's,  diredled  to  his  brother.  Sir 
Lewis  Dives,  fpeaks  of  his  ftaying  at  Middleborough  till  the  King 
fliould  declare  himfelf,  and  retire  to  a  fafe  place. 

*  Digby,  in  his  apology,  owns  that  he  did  appear  at  Kingfton  with 
thofc  reformado  officers  and  foldiers,  who  had  formed  the  King's  guard 
at  White-hall,  and  who  had  attended  him  in  formidable  array  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons.  Such  a  circumftance,  in  thefe  jealous  times,  was 
fubllantial  enough  to  be  taken  notice  of ;  and  was  a  greater  proof  of 
the  temerity  and  infolence  of  this  young  man,  than  a  matter  of  ridicule 
for  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  take  advantage  of  his  indifcretion,  as 
Clarendon  endeavours  to  reprefcnt  it.  Nalfon^  vol.11,  p.  865.  Clareri. 
hift.  vol.  1.  p.  338. 
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the  King  to  come  in  perfon,  in  warlike  manner,  to  Ann.  1641. 
the  houfe  of   Commons,  and  demand  the  faid  mem- 
bers,  to  the  apparent  danger  of  his  majefly's  perfon, 
and  in  high  violation  of  the  privileges  and  being  of 
parliaments. 

Thanks  were  returned  to  the  King,  for  giving  his 
affent  to  the  adl  for  difabling  perfons  in  holy  orders 
to  exercife  temporal  jurifdi(5lion ;  for  his  care  of  Ire- 
land, in  difpatching  the  bill  for  prefTmg  ;  and  for 
his  gracious  favour  expreiTed  in  his  mefTage  to  both 
houfes,  that  he  would  not  grant  pardon  to  any  Ro- 
mifli  prieft,  without  confent  of  parliament.  With 
this  mefTage  of  thanks  the  ordinance  for  fettling  the 
militia  was  prefented :  This  was  the  only  requefl  that 
the  King,  in  his  prefent  circumftance s,  was  deter- 
mined to  deny  :  it  was  the  only  concefTion  that  could 
invincibly  fruftrate  his  intentions  of  regaining  what 
he  had  already  been  obliged  to  grant.  He  replied, 
That  he  had  not  now  leifure  to  confider  on  a  matter 
of  fo  high  an  importance ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  •  . 
promife  a  pofitive  anfwer  till  he  fliould  return ; 
which  he  intended  to  do  as  foon  as  he  had  put  his 
deareft  confort,  the  queen,  and  his  dear  daughter, 
the  princefs  Mary,  on  board,  for  their  tranfportation 
to  Holland  *.  On  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  par- 
liament inftantly  difpatched  another  meflage,  expref- 
fnig  grief  and  difappointment  at  the  King's  cvafive 
dealing.     He  had  promifed,  they  faid,  by  a  former 

*  The  King  was  at  Dover,  on  this  errand,  when  this  ordinance  was 
prefented  to  him. 
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r 


2q6 


HISTORY     OF    ENGLAND. 


1 


f 


I 


A«„.,64..  anlwer,  that  the  militia  fhould  be  put  into  fuch 
hands  as  the  parliament  fliould  approve,  when  the 
extent  of  their  power,  and  the  time  of  their  conti- 
nuance  was  declared :  That  being  done,  and  the  per- 
sons by  both  houfes  nominated,  his  majefty  yet  re- 
fcrred  his  refolutions  thereon  to  a  longer  and  very 
uncertain  time:  That  a  delay,  when  the  prefent  dan- 
gers were  fo  great  and  prefling,  was  as  unfatisfaftory 
and  deftrudive  as  an  abfolute  denial :  A  meafure  fo 
ncceffary  to  defend  England  from  the  pradices  of 
thofe  who  had  railed  combuftions  in  Ireland,  it  was 
thc,r  duty  to  fee  put  in  execution :  The  people,  by 
daily  petitions,  defired  it;  and  in  fome  counties 
were  of  themfelves,  and  by  their  own  authority 
providmg  againft  the  urgent  danger  with  which  they 
were  threatened.  ' 

The  queen  being  now  out  of  the  reach  of  inter- 
ruption from  the  parliament,  Charles,  in  his  anfwer 
to   their    importunate  folicitations,  afllimed    a    more 

.         pcremptoiy    ftyle   than   Jie    had   hitherto   ufcd       He 
could  by   no  means,  he  faid,  give  his  affent  to  their 

.  ordinance ;  nor  did  he  conceive  himfclf  obliged  to 
luch  a  conccffion,  by  any  promife  he  had  made  them. 
He  objeded  to  their  preamble,  as  charging  him  falfly 
with  a  defign  upon  the  houfe  of  Commons :  He  of' 
fered  to  accept  of  thofe  perfons  they  had  nominated 
to  be  lieutenants  of  the  feveral  counties  of  England 
with  the  fame  commiffions  he  had  given'  during 
the  fitting  of  this  parliament,  excepting  to  the  city 
of  London,  and  thofe  otlier  corporations,  who,  by 
ancient  charter,  had   granted    to  them  the  power  of 
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the  militia:  If  that  a  greater  authority  than  was  byA...^^. 
law  veiled  m  the  crown,  was  thought  fit  to  be  givel 
to  the  perfons  nominated,  he  held  it  reafon  able    that 
that    authority    Ihould    be   fii-ft  veiled  in  him,'  with 
power  to  transfer  it  to  thofe  perfons  :  As  to  the  time 
defired  for  the  continuance  of  thofe  powers,  he  could 
not  conlent  to  diveft  hinifelf  of  that  juft  autlioritA- 
which  God  and  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  had  placed 
-in  him,  for  the  defence  of  the  people,  and  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  any  other  for  an  indefinite  time  •  And 
whereas    he  obferved,  by  their  petitions,  that    fome 
perfons  began  already  to  meddle  with  the  militia    he 
expedted  that  the  parliament  Ihould  examine  the  par-- 
ticulars  ;  and  if  this  did'  appear  to  them,  tlien  fhat 
fuch  perfons  be  proceeded  againft  according  to  law 
The  Lords  fent  this  anfwer  immediately  to  the  Com- 
mons, and ,  adjourned  themfelves  till    the  afternoon 
to  wait  the  refolutions  of  that  aflemblv,  when  the 
following    votes    pafled   the   lower   houfe,  and  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Lords :  That  this  anfwer  of  his  ma- 
jefty IS  a  direct  denial  to  the  defiies  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  concerning    the  militia  :    That   thofe 
who  advifed  his  majefty  to  give  this  anfwer  are  ene- 
mies to  the  ftate,  and  mifchievous  projectors  againft 
the  fafety  of  tlie  King,  and   peace  of  the  kingdom  • 
That  this  denial  is  of  that  dangerous  confequence 
that  if  his  majefty  Ihould  perfift  in  it,  it  will  hazard 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  all  his  kingdoms,  unlefs  fome 
fpeedy  remedy  be  applied  by  the  wifdom  and  autho- 
rity  of  both  houfes  of  parliament :  That  fuch  parts 
of  this  kingdom  as  have  put  themfelves  into  a  pof- 
ture  of  defence    againft  the   common  danger,  have 
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Ann.  1641.  done  nothing  but  what  is  juflifiable,  and  is  approved 
of  by  this  houfe  :  That  this  houfe  holds  it  neceflary, 
that  his  majefly  lliould  be  deflred  that  the  prince  may 
come  to  St.  James's,  or  to  fome  other  convenient  place 
near  about  London,  and  there  to  continue  *  :  That 
the  Lords  be  defired  to  join  with  this  houfe,  in  an 
humble  addrefs  unto  his  majeily,  That  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  refide  near  his  parliament,  that  both  houfes 
may  have  a  conveniency  of  accefs  unto  him  upon  all 
occafions  :  That  the  Lords  be  moved  to  join  with  this 
houfe,  in  a  full  courfe  of  examination,  to  find  out 
the  perfons  who  gave  his  majefly  this  advice,  that 
they  may  be  removed  from  him,  and  brought  to  con- 
dign punifhment :  That  no  charter  can  be  granted  by 
the  King  to  create  a  power  in  any  corporation  over 
the  militia  of  that  place,  without  confent  of  parlia- 
meet :  That  the  Lords  iliall  be  defired  to  appoint  a 
felec^  committee,  that  they  may  join  with  another  of 
proportionable  number  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
to  propofe  what  is  fit  further  to  be  done  upon  thefc 
votes,  or  upon  any  thing  elfe  that  may  arife. 

*  The  parliament  had  before  enjoined  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  un- 
der fevere  cenfures,  not  to  let  the  prince  go  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
had  pafled  votes  againft  all  thofe  who  fhould  be  afflfting  in  fuch  an  ex- 
pedition. They  had  preferred  a  petition  to  the  King,  not  to  take  him 
from  Hampton-Court,  and  had  fent  an  exprefs  order  to  the  marquis 
of  Hertford,  not  to  fuffcr  him  to  be  removed  from  thence.  They 
pafled  a  remonftrance  againft  the  marquis  of  Hertford  i  and  this  not 
having  met  with  a  compliance,  fent  fome  members  of  both  houfes  to 
Greenwich,  to  bring  the  prince  to  London ;  but  their  meflengers,  find- 
ing the  King  arrived  before  them,  did  not  attempt  to  put  their  orders 
in  execution.  Nalfon^  vol.  II.  p.  857.  Claren^  Hiji.  vol.  L  p.  340. 
Pari,  Hift,  vol,  X.  p.  208,  320,  (^  fe^, 
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A  DECLARATION  of  both  houfcs  of  the  preceding  Ann.  1642. 
refolutions  was  immediately  fent  to  the  King  *.     In 
this  it  was  declared,  That  the  dangers  and  dillcmpers 
of  the  nation  were  fuch  as  could  endure  no  longer 
dallying:  That,  unlefs  he  fpeedily  complied  v/ith  the 
demands  of  his  parliament,   they  would  be  enforced 
for  his  fake,  and  the  fake  of  the  kingdom,  to  difpofe 
of  the  militia  by  their  own  authority ;  and  were  rc- 
folved  to  do  it.     On  receipt  of  this  mefTage,   Charles 
peremptorily  replied,  That  for  the  militia,  he  was  fo 
much  afifured  that  his  anfwer  was  agreeable   to  what 
in  juftice  or  reafon  they  could  afk,  or  he  in  honour 
grant,   that  he  Ihould  not  alter  it  in  any  point :  For 
his  refidence  near  the  parliament,  he  wifhed  it  might 
be  fo  fafe  and  honourable,  that  lie  had  no   caufe  to- 
abfent    himfelf    from    White-hall:   For    his    fon,  he 
Ihould  take  that  care  of  him  which  fhould  juflify  liim 
to  God  as  a  father,  and  to  his  dominions   as   a  king. 
This  pofitive  refufal  produced  in  the  Commons'  houfe 
the  following  vigorous  refolutions :  "  That  the  king- 
dom be  forthwith  put  into  a  poflure  of  defence,,  by  au- 
thority of  parliament,  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  already  agreed 
on  by   both   houfes."     It  was  farther  refolved.   That       1 
a  committee  lliould  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  decla- 
ration to  clear  the  houfe  from  fufpicions   conceived 
againft  it  ;   and  to  lay  down   the  juft   caufes  of   the 

*  The  Lords  fignifkd  to  the  Commons,  that  by  reafon  of  the  hafte 
the  meflage  to  his  majefty  required,  they  had  given  orders  to  the  lord 
of  their  houfe,  appointed  to  carry  it,  to  ride  poll.  Journals  of  the  Com.'- 
fjions,  vol.  II.  p.  448. 
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fccirs  and  j^aloufics  given  to  the  houfc  *.     llici'e  rc- 
iblutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  f. 

I 

Matters  being  now  come  to  a  crifis,  Charles,  not- 
withftanding  the  earnefl  folicitations  of  the  parliament, 

*  The  earl  of  Clarendon,  in  his  own  Life,  fuppofes,  that  if  the  Kin^ 
had  returned  to  the  padiament  after  the  queen's  departure,  and  that  th? 
houks  had  been  convinced  he  £;o  longer  governed  himfelf  by  her  dic- 
tates, matters  would  have  been  compofed  by  very  moderate  concefllons 
on  his  part:  but  it  was  no  fooner  known  that  he  intended  making  a 
progrefs  northward,  and  of  taking  the  prince  with  him,  than  they  fell 
into  their  ulual  heat  and  debate  of  their  ju(t  caufes  of  jealoufy  and  dif- 
truft.     1  his  IS  m  Clarendon  an  unwary  confeffion  of  what  indeed  ap- 
pears by  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times,  but  what  has  been  conftandy  denied 
by  the  triends  of  Charles ;    viz.  That  if  the  parliament  could  have 
trulicd  him,  or  had  not  been  informed  of  the  treacherous  defigns  on  foot 
againft  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the  kingdom,  they  would  gladly  have 
clofed  the  fcenc  of  civil  contention,  and  been  contented  with  thofe  ad- 
vantages already  gained  on  the  fide  of  Liberty.     The  earl  of  Clarendon, 
then  Mr.  Hyde,  who  had  inlilled  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  court' 
and  betrayed  the  counfels  of  padiament,  moreover  confefTes,  That  he  • 
fent  to  the  King,  by  a  previous  meffenger,  this  meflage  from  the  par- 
hament,  advifing  him,  upon  the  delivery  of  it  by  the  committee,  to 
irake  fome  fliort  refcntment  of  the  houfes'  proceeding  with  him  •,  and 
that  Mr.  Hydt  would  draw  up  an  anfwer  in  length,  to  be  returned  to 
rhe  meflage  in  due  time.     From  fuch  inftruments  fprang  that  evil  coun- 
lei  which  the  padiament  fo  juftly  complained  of;  and  which,  at  length, 
overwhelmed  that  power  which,  for  their  own  particular  intereft,  they 
endeavoured  with  fuch  craft  and  deceit  to  fupport.     Clarendon's  Life 
vol.  L  p.  109,  ^ftq.  ^  ' 

t  The  following  peers  protefted  againft  the  refolution  of  putting  tl  c 
kingdom  into  a  pofture  of  defence  :  Eads  of  Lindfey,  Bath,  Southamp- 
ton Northampton,  Monmouth,  Cleveland,  Pordand  ;  lords  Mowbray, 
Willoughby  de  Erefby,  Grey,  Dunfmorc,  Seymour.  Capel.  ParL 
ihjt.  vol.  X.  p.  -^iQ, 
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fet  out  with  his  two  fons  for  York  «,    wh-^-e  he  ar-  a„„.  .6,.. 
rived,  by  flow  journeys,  on  the  nineteenth  of  March  f. 

n.ilJ''^/'"*/."?"^'"'^'*  ^-  ">''^  *"''  '"^  '"'^""on  of  retirino- 
northward ;  and  d.refted  him  to  give  him,  from  time  to  time,  intell^ 

fo^lLf  '''°^^"'«'^"  «;''i^h  ^o^^-^r-^ed  him;  and  to  propofe  anfvvers 
to  all  the  meflages  and  declarations  that  the  parliament  Ihould  fend  to 
him.     CUren.  Life,  vol.  I.  p.  107. 

t  A(fts  pafled  in  this  parliament. 

1.  A  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  &c. 

2.  An  aft  for  raifmg  mariners,  &c. 

3.  An  aa  to  relieve  captives  taken  by  the  Turks,  &c. 

4.  A  fubfidy  of  tonn.ige  and  poundage.     ■ 
5-  An  act  for  raifing  mariners,  &c.   ° 

rii-d'ai"  :fd  ttSr '"''°" '"  '"^  "'^" " """"  ""'^°"' j"- 

IreL?"^**^"'  """  ■'"''^"^  '^''''"'  ''°''  '■"  <'=f^"^*°f  England  and 

5.  A  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage. 

Ire?and!"  '^  ^"  '  '°"'"'''"'°"  ''"^  'o""  f«  the  diftrefled  people  of 

.0.  A.  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  for  the  raifing  and  levy, 
.ng  of  money  for  the  neccffary  defence,  and  great  affairs  of  the  kinL 
doms  of  England  and  Ireland ;  and  for  the  payment  of  debts  und  f - 
taken  by  the  parliament. 

1 1.  An  aft  for  the  reducing  the  rebels  in  Ireland  to  tlieir  obedience 
tO  his  majefty,  and  the  crown  of  England. 

in  Iceland"  "^  ^"'  *"  '^='P>''n«ion  of  a  former  afl  for  reducing  the  rebels 

13.  An  aa  to  enable  corporations  to  .idvcnture  in  Ireland 
14-  An  aa  for  the  farther  reducing  the  rebels  in  Ireland  ' 

1 5.  A  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage It  has  been  already  ob- 

ferved,  that  the  Commons,  to  prevent  the  King  from  makin..  ufe  of  the 
public  money  to  his  private  ends,  and  to  keep  him  entirely  dependant,  t  ll 
.he  new-rnodelled  government  was  thoroughly  eftablilhed,  had,  under 
the  pretence  of  not  having  leifute  to  fettle  a  new  bt«,k  of  rates  given 
thefe  lubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  fora  ftor:  time,  colkaed  them 
by  officers  of  their  own  appointing,  and  exercifed  the  authority  of  ap- 
plymg  them  to  their  proper  iifes.    The  King  expreffed  his  reitntment 
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Ann.  1642.  Whilst  the  King  thus  premeditated  hoftilc  intcn- 
tions  agaiull  the  power  of  parliament,  and  the  li- 
berty and  peace  of  England,  Ireland  remained  neg- 
lected, notwithftanding  that  the  contagion  of  cru- 
elty, and  the  fpirit  of  unnatural  oppofition,  had  fpread 
itfelf  over  the  whole  papiflical  body.  The  Com- 
mons, anxious  to  revenge  the  mifchiefs  the  Pro- 
teftants  had  already  received,  and  to  fecure  them 
from  farther  evil,  forwarded,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
powder,  the  negociation  which  had  been  entered  into 
with  the  Scots.  Charles,  who  intended  to  render  the 
Irifh  rebellion  an  inftrumcnt  to  execute  his  defigns 
againft  the  liberty  of  the  whole  empire,  with  great 
earneftnefs  prefled  the  fending  at  leafl  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Englifh  forces  into  Ireland,  on  pretence  that 
the  Scots  would  feize  upon  that  kingdom,  when  they 
had  fubdued  the  natives.  Whilfl  the  biihops  fate  in 
the  upper  houfe,  he  found  means  to  gain  the  majo- 
rity of  peers  on  his  fide  ;  fo  that,  whenever  the  Com- 
mons moved  that  the  offer  of  the  Scots  might  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  ten  thoufand  of  them,  who  could 
be  eafily,  and  at  a  fmall  expence,  conveyed  over, 
fhould  be  fent  for  the  relief  of  their  diilrefTed  Pro- 
teflant    brethren;  the  Lords    returned   anfwer,  That 

at  this  conduft,  on  the  paffing  the  aft  of  the*  laft  fubfidy  of  this  kind  he 
received.  He  rcprchendtd  the  Commons  for  not  having  given  it  him 
for  as  long  a  time  as  it  had  been  given  to  his  anceftors  -,  hinted  that 
this  (hould  be  the  laft  bill  of  the  fort  that  he  would  pafs  •,  and  reminded 
them  of  thofe  good  intentions  they  had  cxprcffed,  to  confider  no  lefs 
his  fubfiftence  and  fplcndor,  than  their  own  liberties  and  intercfts 
Pari  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  263,  ^  fe^. 


CHARLES        L  .^3 

they   would  confent,  provided   an  equal  number  of  Ane.  164^. 
Enghfli  were  permitted  to  go  at  the  fame  time.     No- 
thing  could    be  more    perplexing  to  the  Commons 
than   this   oppofition;   either   the    Proteftant    intereft 
muft  be  facrificed  in  Ireland,  and   themfelves  incur 
the  blame  of  impeding  affillance ;  or,  if  they  gave 
way  to  the  King's  propofals,  they  hazarded  the  lofs    ^ 
of  religion  and  Liberty,  by  raifing  a  large  military 
power,  which  would  be  under  the  government  and 
tliredlion  of  the  avowed  creatures  of  the  crown  ;  and 
whofe  principles,  both  in  religious  and  civil  matters, 
were  as  malignant  as  thofe  of  the  Papifls.      Ormond,' 
a  fpecial  pupil  of  Strafford's  and  the  prelate  Laud's, 
whofe  fenfe  of  political  duty   was    contained  in  the 
narrow  compafs  of  perfonal  loyalt^^  to  the  King  *,  had 
been,  from  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  that 
kingdom.    Such  being  the  obvious  dangers,  the  Com- 
mons were  obliged  to  rifk  their  popularity  to  avoid 
laiin;  and,  notwithftanding  the  clamours  and  mali- 
cious infinuations  of  the  court  party,  not  only  difrc- 
garded  an  offer  from  the  King,  of  raifing  ten  thou- 
fand volunteers  for  Ireland,  but  when,  by  his   com-  Carte's  Life 
miffion,  drums  were  beating,  and  men  enliftin^  thev  °^^™°"^ 

__,,.     ^  /Y*     rt  1      rt  .  O'  y     VOl<  1,  p.  20I-. 

put  an  effedual  ftop  to  the  proceeding,  by  taking  up 
colonel  Hill,  and  other  officers,  for  engaging  in  a  bu- 

♦To  the  utmoft  of  his  power  he  had  obftrufbcd  every  meafure  of 
thelrifh  parhament,  in  favour  of  Liberty -,  and  had  defended  the  ty- 
rannical praftices  of  every  corrupt  officer  of  the  crown.  See,  in  Straf- 
ford's Letters,  and  Carte's  Life,  this  nobleman's  principles  of  paffivc 
obedience  to  church  and  ftate,  with  his  views  of  afpiring  to  court-fa- 
vour, from  the  merits  of  a  conformable  pradice. 

finefs 
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Ann.  1642.    finels  of  that  importance   without  their  advice    and 
conicnt.     The  great  reputation  they  had  gained  by 
their    public-fpirited   mealiires,    joined  to    the   good 
fenfc    of  the  age,  faved    them    from   odium  :  Their 
party  were  fuccefsful  in  giving  the  people  proper  no- 
tions on  the  fubjecft;  the  petition  from    the   citizens 
of  London,  exprefsly  declaring,  That  the  Irifh  Papifts 
would  never  be  fubdued  by  volunteers  *.    The  obfli- 
nacy  of  the  Lords  in  regard  to  the  Scots   treaty,  and 
their  not  paffing  the  preffing  ac^,  difabled  the  Com- 
mons from  fupplying  farther  aid  to  Ireland,  than  the 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  fent  over  on  the  iirll  com- 
mencement  of  the  infurrecHiion,  two  or  three  regi- 
ments of  foot,  and  fome  arms  and  ammunition.  They 
at  laft  prevailed  with  the  upper  houfe  to  agree  to  the 
fending  over   two    thoufand  five  hundred  Scots,  till 
the  treaty  for  the  ten  thoufand  fhould  be  concluded. 
The  King  delayed  the  bufinefs  for  fome  time,  by  ob- 

vol.  A  I.   p.        •     o  •  r       ^ 

334.  ^Teq.  jectmg  to  one  of  the  conditions  propofed,  viz.  That 
Carrickfergus,  the  mofl  confiderable  fea-port  town  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  fliould  be  put  into  their  hands  : 
This,  on  the  fpecious  pretence,  that  it  would  be  too 
great  a  truft  for  auxiliary  forces.  The  Commons 
who  thought  the  forts  of  that  kingdom  much  fafer^ 
in  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  than  in  thofe  of  an  army 
devoted  to  the  King,  immediately  clofed  in  with  the 
propofal  ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  contrary  to  pre- 
vious refolutions,  gave  way  to  the  Scots  being  en- 
tirely governed  by  their  own  commanders  ;  not  to  be 

*  Meaning  that  an  army  raifcd  by  the  King  would  never  fubdue  thofc 
whom  he  wiflicd  not  to  fubdue. 
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fubjeA  to  the  flate  of  Ireland,   but  only  anfwerable  to  An„.  .5,. 
the  king  and  parliament  of  England  *. 

Charles,  finding  himfclf  preiTed  by  the  Commons 
and  by  the  Scots,  who  rcprefented  to  him,  That  it 
would  be  fliewing  a  very  ungracious  diftruft  in  liis 
own  fubjeas  and  countrymen,  not  to  place  the  fame 
confidence  in  them  that  theparliamemof  England  were 
anclmed  to  do  ;  and  not  daring,  in  his  prcfent  fituation 
to  incur  the  odium  of  putting  a  total  flop  to  the  re- 
lief of  Ireland  ;  gave  at  length  an  unwilling  aflent. 

But  whilft  every  part  of  the  king's  condurt  mani-  m,„  or 
teltly  tended  to  an  open  breach  with  the  parliament  '"'"''• 
and  confirming  thofe  jealoufies  which  had  been  lon^ 
entertained  of  him,  created  invincible  obllaclcs  to  the 
fending   from   England  any  pow^erful    aid  to  Ireland 
that  rebellion  became  formidable  by  the  entire  union 
of  the  large  body  of  Irifh  papifts.     The  rebels,  after 
liaving  made  themfelves  mailers  of  moft  of  the  ftron- 
places  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  marched  up  towardt 
Dublin,  laying  fiege   to  Drogheda,  a  place  of  impor- 
tance, on  account  of  its  neighbourhood  to  the  capital 
It  would  be  tedious,  in  a  narrative  of  this  general  kind 
to  give  the  hiftory  of  particular  fieges  and  battles :  it 
IS  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  Englilh  garrifon,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Tichburn,  a  valiant  and 
judicious    officer,  maintained   this    town,  though   its 

r  K   I       Conimons  to  prevent  the  forces  (ent  into  Ireland  from  be- 

well  :K  r        "r'  °'r'^!  ''"°'°'"  ■'   "==  P-*"-^  '-ad.officer.,  t  ;• 
well-affeaed  men,  being  liabJe  to  be  changed  at  the  Kin-'s  nleLfure 

and  others  devoted  to  his  fchemes  put  in  thei^  places  °    ^  ' 
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Ana.  164Z.  walls  of  defence  were  in  an  old  and  crazy  condition, 
againfl  the  whole  power  of  the  rebels,  famine  within^ 
and  the  difaffcaion  of  the  papifl-inhabitants,  by  whofc 
intrigues  part  of  the  rebel  army  were  more  than  once 
introduced  into  the  town.  The  vicinity  of  thefe  forces, 
with  the  unlucky  defeat  of  fome  troops  that  were  fent 
from  Dublin  to  the  relief  of  Drogheda ;  the  apparent 
evil  intentions  of  the  Englifli  Papifls  of  the  pale  ;  fome 
political  reafons  arifmg  from  the  fufpicious  inclina- 
tiona  of  the  old  army,  which  had  been  raifed  and  dif- 
ciplined  by  Strafford ;  the  known  malignity  of  fome 
of  the  officers  in  high  command,  of  Ormond  in  par- 
ticular ;  occaiioned  the  juilices  to  keep  on  the  defen- 
five,  till  the  arrival  of  fuccours  daily  expected  from 
the  Engliih  parliament. 

StirJ'the        "^"^    tumultuous  refort  of  papifls   to  the   city  of 

{it+ro'td.^''^^"''.  ^^y^^  '^^^"^   by  then-   fpeeches    difcover- 
^724.  p.  49»  ^ng  their  ill  affedions   to  the  Protcftants,  occafioned 
'^-         the  government  to  iffue  out  a  proclamation  for  the 
difcovery  and  removal  of  fuch  as   Ihould    come   to 
and   continue  in  the  city,  without  juft  or  neceffaiy 
caufe.     To   prevent  the  exceeding   fpreading  of  ra- 
pine and  murder,  a  proclamation  was  iflued  out,  in 
favour    of  the   poorer    fort  of   people  in  the  coun- 
ties   of  Meath,  Well-Meath,    Louth,    and    Longford, 
who    had  been  drawn   in   to   pillage    their    Englifli 
neighbours,  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft   confpirators 
and  the  example    and   folicitations    of   their   chiefs.' 
To  all  of  thefe  who  were  not  guilty  of  blood,  pro- 
mife  was  made,  on  terms  of  fubmiffion  and  reftitu- 
tion,  that  no  farther  profecution  fhould  be  held  againfl 
them  :  To  the  remonflrance  likewife  of  the  inhabi- 
-  •  tants 
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tants  of  the  county  of  Cavan,  a  civil  anfwer  of  rea-  Ann.  ,64. 
dinefs   to  redrefs  jufl  grievances    was  returned    pro- 
vided  that  farther   ads  of  rapine  and  violence'  were 
forborne,  and  the  goods  of  the  Englifh  reflored.      The 
remonflrance  itfelf  was  tranfmitted  to  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant, to  be  prefented  to  the  King.      Whilfl  the  juf- 
tices  endeavoured  in  vain  to  difunite  from  the  Irifli 
chieftains  their  followers,  they  took  meafures  to  con- 
ciliate,   if  pofTible,    the  affedions  of  the  Englifh  of 
the  pale.     In  their  proclamation,  publifhed   immedi- 
ately on  the  difcovery  of   the    confpiracy,   they   had 
made  ufe  of  the  words  Irifh  Papifls  ;   this  being  cap- 
tioully  excepted  againfl,  as  too  general  an  exprefTion, 
another  proclamation  was  immediately  fet  forth,  ex- 
plaining the  meaning  of  the  former  •,   that  they  did 
not  intend  any  of  the  old  Englifh  of  the  pale,  or  any 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  being  well  affured  of  their 
fidelities  to  the  crown,  and  having  had  experience  of 
the  good  affedion  and  fervices  of  their  ancellors,  in 
former  times  of  danger  *,     It  was  not  with  words 
only  that  the  juflices  endeavoured  to  allay  the  malice  ?'-' 
of  this  body ;  they  ventured  on  the  dangerous  expedi-  Tempi., 
ents  of  trufling  them  with  arms,  and  the  granting  com-  ^'  ^°'  ^'' 
mifTions  to  the  perfons  of  chief  quality  among  them,  to  l"'lf* 
raife  and  command  forces,  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the 
fcveral  counties,  with  a  power  to  execute  martial  law. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland,  after  they  had  executed  Carte,  vol.  i. 
all  the  bufmefs  that  affeded  the  interior  government  £feq!'       • 

*  The  proclamation  likewife  enjoined  all  the  fubjeds,  whether  Pro- 
teftants  or  Papifts,  to  forbear  all  upbraidings  in  matters  of  religion. 
Borlafe^  P-  23.  ^ 
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of  the  kingdom,  adjourned  till  the  ninth  of  Novem- 
ber, in  expedlation  of  the  return  of  their  committees 
with    the    promifed    graces.      The    infurre^ion,  with 
the  attempt   on  the   caftle  of  Dublin,  happening  be- 
fore this  period,  the  lords  juflices,  fearing  that  the 
concourfe  of  ftrangers,  which  would  flock  to  the  ca- 
pital, on  this  occafion,  would  afford  to  the  difaffec^ed 
an  opportunity  to  machinate  new   plots,  by  procla- 
mation prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  twenty-fourth 
of  February.      This  was   an  unexpcacd  interruption 
to  the  defigns  of  the  pale  j   their  lawyers  difputed  the 
legality  of  fuch  a  prorogation,  and  declared  that,  un- 
lefs  the  houfes  met  the  day  to  which  they  were  ad- 
journed,   the    parliament   would    be  diffolved.      The 
jullices,  not  caring  to  aA  doubtfully  when  a  point  of 
law  was  in  queftion,  gave  way  to  the  meeting  ;  when, 
without  entering   into  bufmefs,  the    two   houfes  ad- 
journed tiU  the  fixteenth.     There  was  not  wanting  a 
faaion  in  the  council  who  difapproved  the  proroga- 
tion.    The  juftices  and  their  party  urged  the  danger 
of  bringing  a  number  of  ftrangers  to  the  city ;  that 
feveral  of  the  Proteilant  members  were  difperfed,  or 
fliut  up,  or  employed  ;   that  they  could  not  repair  to 
the    meeting;    that    therefore    the    Roman-catholics 
would  be  fuperior  in  number,  and  carry  things  ac- 
cording to  their  own  humour.      The  majority  of  the 
council    adhered  to  the  prorogation  ;    but,    to   avoid 
givmg  unneceffary  offence,  the  active  popifla  mem- 
bers, who  had  been  the  moil  tenacious  on  this  occa- 
fion,  were  told,  that   though  the  council  could  not 
abfolutely  remove  the  prorogation,  they  would  limit 
it  to  a  ihorter  time  :  That  the  parliament  lliould  have 

leave 
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leave  to  fit  one  day,  if  they  would  make  a  protclla-  Ann.  1642. 
tion  againil  the  rebels:  That,  if  they  pleafed,  they 
iliould  have  liberty  to  depute  fome  of  their  members 
to  treat  with  the  rebels  about  laying  down  arms  j  and 
that  the  council  would  be  ready  to  receive  whatever 
grievances  they  had  to  complain  of,  and  tranfmit 
them  to  his  majefly,  for  a  fpeedy  redrefs. 

When  the  two  houfes  met,  they  took  into  imme- 
diate confideration  the  ilate  of  the  nation,  and  the 
framing  a   proteflation  againfl  the    infurgents ;  but, 
notwithflanding  the   committee  jull  returned   out  of 
England,  and  others   of  the  popiih  party,  not   only 
arraigned    the  expediency  of   the  prorogation  as   an 
obflrudtion  of   the  graces  they  had  obtained  *  of  the 
King,  but  as  a  deeper  injury  done  to   the  kingdom, 
in  preventing  them  from  exprefling  their  loyal  affec- 
tions, and  fhewing  their  defires  to  quell  fo  dangerous 
a  rebellion,  they  could  not  be  perfuaded  in  the  Com-  izs^^&^k^, 
mons'  houfe  to  ftyle  thefe  deteftable  maffacrifts  by  fo 
rough  an  appellation,  as   that  of  rebels  ;   but  called 
them  difcontented  gentlemen,  ufing  much  artifice  to 
varnifh  over  the  moft  flagitious,  bloody,  and  violent 
of  their  adts  ;  fearing,  it  was   thought,  that,  if  they 
cloathed  their  fentiments  with  a  high  degree  of   hy- 
pocrify,  it  might    move   the  rebels,  not   difcovering 
their    reafons,  to    recriminate;  and    fhew  that    they 

♦  They  had  obtained  every  thing  they  had  afked  of  the  King ;  they 
came  laden  with  bilk  for  the  graces,  and  order  for  others  to  be  imme- 
diately tranfmitted  by  the  ftate,  to  be  paffed  in  form  in  the  priN7-coun- 
cil  of  England. 
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A!n.  .64..    were  clandeftinely  invoIved-Tn  the  plot  f.     This  con- 
duct occafion^d  a  Proteftanf  member  to  obferve,   that 

li„?'n^M 'Y"*""/''^''^"''  °"  '»!'«=""in='tion,  that  he  heard  Sir  Phe- 
n,  ONea!    in  a  large  company  fay.  That  if  the  popift  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen would  not  rife,  but  leave  him  in  the  lurch,  he  would  produce 

wTr'l^l^        T'^  '^''"  ^^"'^''  ""'J  ^^•""">  *i*  their  own  blood, 
which  ihould  bring  them  to  the  gallows.     The  wife  of  Philip  O'Reilv 

th?^i''"'.   n     V  f  r'T'"' °^ '''^  Englilhof  the  pale,  and  faid,  that 
he  meer  Ir.lh.  it  thefe  had  not  fet  them  on,  would  not  have  begun  fo 
roublefome  a  work.     Patrkk  O'Bryan  affirmed,  upon  oath,  that  al, 
the^nobles  in  the  kingdom  that  were  Papills.  had  a  hand  in  the  plot. 
By  the  evidence  of  Francis  Sacheverel.  Efq;  it  appears,  that  four  fe- 
veral  Irift  popilh  priefts  (hould  atteft.  That  the  priefts,  jefuits    and 
friars  of  England,  Ireland,  Spain,  and  other  countries,  were  the  con- 
trivers  and   projeaors  of  the  rebellion :    That  they   exprefled    their 
hopes  of  being  able  to  fubdue  the  Englilh  government  in  Ireland, 
and  then  to  conquer  England.     By  lord  Macguire's  evidence,  it  was 
ptopofed  to  the  chief  gentlemen  of  Ulfter,  at  the  time  Mr,  John  Bellew 
came  out  of  England,  with  a  commiflion  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Irilh  parliament.     Roger  More,  who  among  thofe  ruffians  was  counted 
a  man  of  honour  and  who  was  allied  to  many  families  of  the  Endifla 
pale,  told  the  Irilh.  that  when  they  had  once  rofe,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  pale  would  not  (lay  long  after;  at  leaft  they  would  not  oppofe 
them  :  moreover  he  had  fpoken  to  the  lord  Mayo,  a  great  man  among 
theni,  of  powerfu   command  in  the  parts  of  Connaught,  who  would 
not  fail  to  appear  the  day  appointed,  and  be  feen  in  the  ad.     Sir  lames 
Dillon,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  pale,  promifed  to  appear  after  the 
taking  of  the  caftle  of  Dublin.     Mac  Mahon  confeffes  in  his  evi 
dence,  that  all  the  chief  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom  were  en- 
gaged in  the  plot ;  and  particularly  all  the  popilh  party,  in  the  com 
mittee  fent  into  England,  and  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  knew  of  it  ' 
William  Fitz-Gerald  affirmed.  That  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal  told  him    that 
what  he  did  was  by  direftion  and  confentof  the  prime  nobility  and  eentrv 
of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  that  what  he  did  in  the  northern  parts  was 
executed  m  Dublin,  and  in  all  other  forts  and  towns  throughout  Ireland 
as  being  a  courfe  refolvcd  upon  among  the  lords  and  gentry,  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  majefty's  prerogatives,  their  own  religion  and  liber- 
ties,  againft  the  puritan  faaion  in  England.    Both  colonel  Read,  and 

the 


trtf 


CHARLES 


I. 


221 


many  paflages  in  the  aflembly  were  too  like  Catalines  in  Ann.  16,2. 
the  fenate ;  that  as  to  any  thing  that  might  foften  the 
rebels,  he  conceived  they  were  hardened  with  fo  much 
villany,  that  they  elleemcd  all  things  juftifiable  that 
were  attainable ;  and  therefore  it  was  fit  that  that 
houfe  fliould  adt  as  if  they  were  fenfible  of  the  cru- 
elties they  had  committed ;  and  truil  to  God  to  vin- 
dicate his  and  his  people's  caufe.  The  proclamation, 
had  occafioncd  a  thinnefs  in  both  houfes,  by  prevent- 
ing the  members  of  the  diftant  counties  from  coming 
up.     In  the  houfe  of  Lords  there  were  but  few  of 

the  lord  Macguire,  teftified,  that  Gormanftone  knew  of  the  plot  whilft 
he  was  in  England ;  the  latter  affirming,  that  he  was  told  by  colonel 
Plunket,  that  he  had  told  both  Gormanftone,  and  others  of  the  Irifh 
committee,  of  it ;  and  that  they  approved  it.     The  popilh  lawyers,  in 
the  feflions  that  immediately  preceded  the  breaking  out  of  the  infur- 
redtion,  declared  the  following  propofitions  to  be  the  law  of  the  land, 
viz.  That  being  killed  in  rebellion,  though  found  by  matter  of  record, 
would  not  incur  the  forfeiture  of  eftates :  That  though  thoufands  ftood 
up  in  arms,  making  deftrudlion,  and  breaking  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, yet,  if  they  profeffcd  not  to  rife  againft  the  King,  it  was  not  re- 
bellion :  That  if  a  man  was  out-lawed  for  treafon,  and  his  land  thereby 
vetted  in  the  crown,  or  given  away  by  the  King,  his  heir  might  reverfe 
the  outlawry,    and  recover  his  anceftor's  eftate.      Whilft  thefe  men 
cloathed  their  pretenfions  with  the  language  of  patriotifm,  the  well- 
meaning  Proteftant  members  not  only  heard  them  with  applaufe,  but 
joined  with  them  in  the  profecution  of  thofe  officers  of  ftate,  who  had 
ftretched  the  prerogative  beyond  its  legal  H.Tiits.     On  pretence  that  the 
earl  of  Straffijrd's  fervants,  in  revenge  of  their  mafter*s  death,  intended 
a  mifchief  to  the  parliament,  fome  of  the  popifli  members,  in  this  fame 
feffions,  moved  the  houfe,  and  obtained  orders  for  the  fearching  of  the 
King's  ftores  for  powder  and  arms :  The  committee  appointed  for  this 
office  moved  the  juftices,  that  they  might  be  admitted  to  fee  the  maga- 
zines of  powder  and  arms  lodged  in  and  about  the  caftle :  This  ftrange 
requeft  was  refufed   by  the  juftices.     Temp/e,  410  Ed.    1724,  p»  6i» 
(^fe^.     Borlace,  p.  12.    Car te,  vol,  I.  p.  161,  U  fe^. 
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Ana.  1642.    the  popiih  party  and  but  one  bifhop  ;  therefore  the 
majority    contefled    fo   flrongly  the  cold    proteftation 
which  had    been    fent  up  by    the  lower  houfe,   that 
they  were  obliged  to  comprcmife  the  matter,  and  al- 
ter  their  flile  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  fundry  ill-affeded 
perfons   had  rebellioufly  and   traitoroufly  raifed  arms. 
The  two  houfes  joined  in  an  ordinance,  empowering 
a  committee  to  confer  with  the  northern  rebels,  touch- 
ing the  caufe  of  their  difcontent ;  and  continued  to 
fit  two  days,  earncllly  prcffing  the  ftate  to  allow  them 
a  longer  fcffion.      The  juftices  denied  this  requeft  ; 
but  complied  fo  far  with  their  defires,  as   to  fliorten 
the  prorogation  to  January  the  eleventh.     They  pafTed 
an  ordinance,  empowering  the  juflices  to  raife  and 
Temple,       ^^^  ^^^  poflc  of  what  couutics  they  thought  fit.     The 
p.  73,  &  req.  lord  Dillon  of  Coftelough,  one  of  the  committee  which 
Po.i,r.         had  been  fent  into  England,  and  who,  it  was  fuppofed, 
was  privy  to  the  commiffion  for  the  rifing  of  the  Irifh' 
having  been  difpatchcd  by  the  queen  to  the  King  in 
Scotland,  was  appointed  by  the  lords  to  return  thither 
with  a  rcprefentation  to  the  King,  concerning  the  ftate 
of  the  kingdom.     In  his  more  private  inftruc^ions  he 
was  ordered  to  negociate  the  ftaying  of  forces  that 
Ihould  be  fent  out  of  England ;  that  the  government 
fiiould   be    put   entirely   into   the  earl  of    Ormond's 
hands ;  that  the  parliament  Ihould  remove  fuch  offi- 
cers   of  ftate   as    they   thought   fit,  and    recommend 
natives  to  their  place*       With  this  nobleman  em- 

♦  The  demands,  comprifed  in  all  the  fcveral  rcmonftrances  which 
were  fent  up  by  the  Papifts,  were  of  the  following  kind :  Reftoration 
of  the  public  profcffion  of  the  Romifh  religion,  bifhoprics,  deaneries, 
fnaries,  nunneries,  all  other  fpiritual  promotions,  and  impropriation  of 

tithes : 
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barked    the    lord  Taaffe,  who  had  prefented    to  the  Ann.  1642. 
council  a  letter  from  the  rebels  at  Longford,  in  the 
nature    of    a   remonftrance  ;    defiring,    among    other 

tithes:  Reftitution  of  all  the  plantation  lands  to  the  old  inhabitants 
with  the  full  lecurity  of  their  cftates  by  a<5l  oF  parliament.  With  thefe 
exorbitant  requefts  were  others  of  a  more  rational  nature  :  That  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  fbould  be  declared  independant  of  the  parliament  of 
England  i  and  that  it  had  in  itfelf  afupremejurifdidion  as  abfolute  as  that 
of  England  :  That  Poyning's  adl  (hould  be  repealed  :  That,  as  in  Eng- 
land there  had  pafled  an  adl  for  triennial  parliaments,  fo  in  Ireland  there 
ihould  pafs  one  for  fexennial  parliaments :  1  hat  there  fhould  be  a  mi- 
litia eftabliQied:  That  the  offices  of  government,  and  the  command  of 
the  militia,  fhould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  natives :  That  monopo- 
lies (hould  be  taken  away  by  ad  of  parliament :  That  new  corporations,, 
which  had  not  the  face  of  corporate  towns,  and  had  been  only  created 
to  give  voices  in  parliament,  fliould  be  dilTolved  :  That  the  King  (hould 
releafe  all  tenures  in  capite^  and  by  knights  fervice,  in  confideration  of 
a  fettled  revenue  :  And  that  the  exportation  of  native  commodities  fliould  ' 

be  free.  Thefe  articles,  relating  to  the  interior  government  and  trade 
of  Ireland,  mufl  be  confe(red,  by  every  unprejudiced  mind,  to  be 
founded  on  the  common  rights  of  all  mankind;  therefore,  had  they 
not  been  introduced  by  a  prelude  of  fuch  atrocious  ads  of  violence,  as 
declared  the  adors  unworthy  to  partake  of  the  advantages  of  civil  com- 
munity, ought  to  have  been  granted  by  the  Briti(h  legiflature.  Such 
inMiiunities,  with  an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  would  in  all 
probability  have  followed  the  eftabli(hment  of  tne  graces,  had  the  Pa- 
pifts of  Ireland,  inftcad  of  frying  out  againft  the  patrons  of  Liberty, 
lent  them  their  afTiftance  towards  eltabiilhing  a  perfcd  fyftem  of  Free- 
dom in  all  parts  of  the  Britilh  enipire. 

As  it  has  been  elfewhere  oblerved,  the  Proteftant  members  of  the 
Irllh  parliament  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  Papills  in  all  propofals 
tending  to  eftabiilh  the  freedom  ot  the  Irifh  conditution  :  On  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Englifh  parliament's  encroaching  on  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
the  Papifts  acquiefccd,  whilft  thf  y  fou;  d  it  their  intereft  to  keep  well 
with  the  popular  party  in  I-.ngland  :  Cn  a  membi^r  of  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment being  called  b-fore  the  Englifh  Icnate,  and  addrt-ftins  themfelves 
to  their  own  parliament,  to  defend  them  and  their  piivile^es,  he  was 
oppofed  by  a  Papift,  who  reprefented,  that  the  hcule  wouid  do  well 
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Ann.  1642.    demands,    the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  a 
repeal  of  all  laws  to  the  contrary. 


Rapin,  vol. 
XI.  p.  277. 


Journals  of 
Commons, 
vol.  II.  p. 

323- 


When  the  parliament  of  England  heard  of  thcfe 
tranfa(5lions,  they  declared  that  they  would  never  con- 
fent  to  any  toleration  of  the  popifli  religion  in  hcland, 
or  any  other  of  his  majefty's  dominions.  According  to 
a  vote  in  parliament,  pafled  November  the  twenty-third, 
they  feized  the  two  peers,  and  took  pofleflion  of  their 
papers ;  thefe  having  made  their  efcape  with  one  Tho- 
mas Burke,  a  brother  of  the  lord  Clanrickard,  who  came 
over  much  about  the  fame  time,  and  on  the  fame 
errand,  retired  to  York,  and  conftantly  followed  the 
court,  to  negociate  the  affairs  of  their  countrymen. 


The  Lords  of  the  pale,  now  finding  themfelves, 
by  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament  at  this  critical 
time,  prevented  from  taking  the  management  of  af- 
fairs entirely  into  their  hands,  according  to  the  pro- 
mife  they  had  made  to  the  queen,  began  openly  to 
avow  their  hitherto-concealed  fentiments.  The  defeat 
of  the  Englifh,  at  Si.  Julian's  town-bridge,  near  Drog- 
heda,  f  urnifhed  the  rebels  with  arms  and  reputation :  their 
number  increafed  fo  exceedingly,  that  their  forces  about 
Drogheda  and  between  this  town  and  Dublin,  amount- 
ed to  twenty  thoufand  men.  Encouraged  by  this  un- 
i39,*&feq.  expedled  fuccefs,  the  Englifli  of  the  pale,  on  the  au- 
thority of  a  warrant  ifliicd  from  the  lord  Gormanllone, 
had  a  general  meeting  on  the  hill  of  Crofly,  in  the 
county  of  Meath  ;   to  this  allembly  there   came  a  de- 

not  to  take  notice  of  the  reprefentation,  left  variance  fhould  arife  between 
the  two  parliaments.     'Temple^  p.  y^^  ^  feq, 
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putation  from  the  rebel  army,  viz.  Roger  More,  Hugh  Ann.  164*. 
Birn,  Sec.  The  lord  Gormanftone,  and  other  lords 
of  the  pale,  rode  to  meet  them,  and  afked  them  their 
reafons  for  coming  armed  into  the  pale.  Roger  More, 
the  fpeaker  of  the  company,  returned  anfwer,  That 
the  ground  of  their  coming,  and  of  their  taking  up 
arms,  was  the  freedom  and  liberties  of  their  confci- 
ences,  the  king's  prerogative,  in  which  they  underflood 
he  was  abridged,  and  the  freedom  of  the  Irifli  fubjed:. 
The  lord  Gormanftone,  after  afking  them  a  few  more 
queftions  to  the  fame  purport,  told  them,  that,  as  thefe 
were  their  true  ends,  the  pale  would  join  them.  This 
farce  was  concluded  with  a  proclamation,  that  who- 
foever  refufed  to  unite  with,  or  affift  their  joint-forces, 
fhould  be  accounted  an  enemy,  whofe  deftrudion  they 
would,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  labour. 

AVhen  thefe  proceedings  ^vere  made  known  to  the 
juftices,  they  fent  a  letter  to  thofe  nobility  of  the  pale 
who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  demand- 
ing their  afliftance  at  a  conference  concerning  the  pre- 
fcnt  ft  ate  of  the  kingdom.  The  firft  meeting  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  pale  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  another  at  the  hill  of  Taragh,  from  which 
place  a  letter  of  refufal  was  fent  to  the  juftices,  on 
the  pretence  that  the  popifh  nobility  and  gentry  could 
not  with  fafety  attend  the  council-board,  having  been 
informed  that  Sir  Charles  Coot  had  dropped  hints  tend- 
ing to  a  refolution  to  execute  on  all  thofe  of  their  re- 
ligion a  general  mafTacre.  In  anfwer  to  this  ridicu- 
lous charge,  the  council  publiflied  a  proclamation,  giv- 
ing them  aflurance  of  fafety,  if  they  would  repair  to 

Vol.  III.  Gg  Dublin: 
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Ann.  1642.  Dublin:  withal  tcftifying,  that  they  never  heard  any 
fpecch  tending  to  fuch  a  purpofc ;  nor  was  it  even  in 
their  thoughts  to  difhonour  the  government  by  fo  odi- 
'^^'^Ed*  ^^^'  impious,  and  deteflable  an  adtion.  A  party  head- 
146,  &  fcq.  ed  by  the  Ion  of  vifcouht  Netterville,  who  had  met  in 
arms  at  Swoords,  refufed  obedience  to  a  warrant  from 
the  flate,  charging  them  to  feparate ;  and  threatened  to 
encamp  at  Clantarf,  a  village  Handing  on  the  harbour 
of  Dublin.  Some  of  their  followers  feized  on  a  bark 
lying  there,  and  carried  ofT  all  the  commodities  they 
found  in  her.  On  this  the  Lords-juftices  fent  out  a 
party  of  horfe  and  foot,  to  prevent  any  large  body  of 
the  rebels  lodging  at  Clantarf,  and  making  themfelves 
matters  of  the  few  fmall  vefTels  that  lay  in  the  harbour. 
The  Irifli  Papifts  of  EnglLQi  extraction,  having  thus 
fully  publifhed  their  intentions,  proceeded  to  put  the 
whole  circuit  of  the  pale  into  a  pollure  of  war.  The 
lord  vifcount  Gormanflone  was  declared  general  of  their 
forces,  Hugh  Birn  lieutenant-general,  and  the  earl 
of  Fingall  general  of  the  horfe ;  thefe  lords  had  power 
to  nominate  captains  and  to  raife  foldiers,  eight  of 
which  were  to  be  maintained  out  of  a  plough-land, 
containing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres :  applot- 
ments  were  made  of  the  proportions  of  corn  and  cat- 
tle to  be  furnifhed  out  of  every  part  for  the  general 
provifion  of  the  army.  The  beliegers  of  Drogheda 
were  fupplied  with  every  thing  fuitable  to  their  wants  ; 
the  ways  of  Dublin  were  blocked  up,  and  the  country 
people  forbid  to  carry  thither  their  corn.  Warrants,  in 
a  flrain  of  high  authority,  were  ifTued  out  by  Gorman- 
flone ;  whereby  thofe,  who  had  been  appointed  to  raife 
.    and  maintain  men,  were  enjoined  to  do  it  on  pain  of 
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death.  Overfeers  were  nominated,  with  powers  to  Ann.  164?. 
threfli  out  and  fecure  all  the  corn  belonging  to  the 
Proteflants,  for  the  ufe  of  the  rebel  army ;  and  thofe 
recufant-gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed  captains 
of  companies,  and  received  arms  for  the  protedion  of 
the  flate,  all  revolted  to  the  fervice  of  the  rebels. 

From  this  period,  the  rebellion,  by  a  quick  progref- 
fion,  fpread  itfelf  throughout  the  whole  kingdom, 
with  all  thofe  circumflances  of  blood  and  violence  that 
attended  the  firfl  infurredlion  j  the  Irifli  Papifls  of  p^'^f"* 
Englifh  extratflion  boalling,  as  a  meritorious  ad:,  that 
they  had  killed  more  Proteflants  in  Fingall,  than  had 
been  killed  in  many  other  counties  *. 

I 

k 

In  the  firfl  order  of  the  parliament  of  England,  be-  BorUfe,  p. 
fore  they  had  received  intelligence  of  thofe  abomi-  5«>»  &  'fi- 
nable cruelties  which  had  been  committed  by  the  re- 
bels, they  recommended  to  the  flate  of  Ireland,  accord- 
ing to  the  power  of  a  commillion  obtained  of  the  King, 
10  beflow  a  pardon  on  all  fuch  as  within  a  convenient 
time  fhould  return  to  obedience.  Notwithflanding  this 
manifeflation  of  the  fairnefs  of  their  intentions ;  not- 
withflanding the  afliflance  they  had  given  to  the  Irifli 
parliament,  to  redrefs  all  the  jufl  grievances  of  the 

*  Sir  John  Temple  fays,  that  when,  by  the  union  of  the  Englifh  of 
the  pale  with  the  Irifli,  the  rebellion  of  the  Papifts  became  general, 
with  one  voice  they  founded  forth  from  all  the  provinces  of  Ireland 
the  fame  language,  they  ufed  the  fame  remon (trances,  made  the  fame 
pretences  for  their  juftification,  and  followed  the  fame  courfe,  firfl  in 
Gripping,  then  banifliing  and  murdering  the  Britifh  and  Proteftants. 
Tem^k,  4to  Ed.  p.  66,  (^feq. 

G  g  2  king- 


228 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAN  D. 


CHARLES 


I. 


229 


I!' 


I 


Ann.  1642.  kingdom  ;  the  rebels  pretended  that  they  lay  under  the 
necefliiy  to  take  up  arms,  for  the  defence  of  their  pro- 
*  perty,  lives,  and  religion,  the  puritan  party  in  the  Eng- 
lifli  parliament  having  threatened  them  with  a  general 
extirpation ;  grounding  this  afTertion  on  the  report  of  a 
few  idle  fpeeches,  fpoken  by  individuals,  many  of  which 
were  without  ground  *.     Nothing  could  be  more  weak 

t  Sir  William  Parfons  and  Sir  Adam  Loftus  had  declared  it  was  faid, 
that  10,000  Scots  were  to  arrive  in  Ireland  to  force  the  Papifts  to  change 
their  religion.     Wagers   had  been   laid,    at  the  general  afiize,    that 
within  one  year  not  one  Catholic  (hoiild  be  feen  in  Ireland :  It  was 
commonly  reported,  that  the  parliament  of  England  had   a  plot  to 
bring  all  the  Papifts  to  church,  or  extirpate  them  the  kingdom.     Thefe 
are  the  frivolous  grounds  on  which  the  Papifts,  in  a  remonftrance  to  the 
King,  pretended  to  juftify  their  flagitious  condufl.     It  was  formally 
contradiftcd  by  the  ftate,  that  fuch  words  were  ever  fpoken  by   Sir 
William  Parfons  and  Sir  Adam  Loftus ;  nor  could  the  truth  of  fuch  a 
declaration,  if  there  ever  had  been  any  fuch,  gain  belief  among  the 
Irilh  Papifts  -,  for  they  fondly  imagined,  that  the  King*s  concefTions  had 
gained  fo  far  on  the  bcots,  as  to  attach  them  entirely  to  his  and  their 
joint  interefts ;  and  fo  fondly  perfuaded  were  the  Irifh  Papifts  of  this 
opinion,  that  when,  as  auxiliaries  to  the  ftate  of  England,  they  were 
invaded  by  the  Scots,  they  regarded  this  people  as  friends  till,  by  their 
afts  of  hoftilities,  they  convinced  them  that  they  came  in  a  contrary 
charaftcr.     The  ftory  of  the  wa5er  had  its  rife  from  the  following  in- 
nocent joke:  A  Papift  having  afferted,  at  the  ftieriff*s  table,  that  he 
would  never  go  to  church,  he  was  merrily  anfwered  by  a  Proteftant, 
"  I  will  give  you  five  pounds ;  and  you  fhall  give  me  fifty  for  it,  if 
you  come  not  to  church  within  this  time  twelve-month."   For  the  report 
concerning  the  parliament  of  England,  it  muft  be  regarded  by  the  men 
of  knowledge  among  the  Iriih  Papifts  tobegroundlefs,  the  meer  creature 
of  fedition,  fince,  tho'the  Englilh  parliament  had  ftiewn  a  well  founded 
jcaloufy  of  the  Englifti  Papifts,  thefe  having  ever  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  as  the  tools  of  power;  they  had  adled  in  a  cordial,  friendly 
manner  by  the  Irifti  Papifts,  whilft  this   body  pretended   to  conduft 
thexnfclvcs  on  the  principles  of  Liberty  j  and  had  alTifted  their  agents 

in 


than  the  flagitious  condud  of  the  Englifh  of  the  pale,  Ann.  1642. 
a  conduvSt  by  which  they  united  thcmfelves  to  a  parcel 
of  male-contents  with  whom  they  had  always  been  at 
variance,  on  motives  of  interell  and  national  preju- 
dices ;  men,  whofe  anceflors  having  forfeited  by  rebel- 
lion, thofe  eflates  which  the  Englilli  of  the  pale  enjoy- 
ed, did  not  regard  themfelves  as  benefited  by  the  im- 
munities which  the  kingdom  was  on  the  point  of  at- 
taining, and  which  nothing  but  fo  general  a  rebellion 
could  probably  have  prevented.  The  abfurdity  of  their 
condud  was  fo  obvious  to  thefe  Irifh  defperadoes,  who 
ftill  retained  their  ancient  animofity  againft  men,  whom 
they  regarded  as  invaders  of  their  rights,  that  with  many 
infulting  feoffs,  they  upbraided  them  with  their  folly, 
faying  publickly, "  We  have  now  put  a  trick  upon  the  old 
Englilh  of  the  pale,  for  all  the  old  tricks  they  have  put 
upon  us."  They  would  likewife  threaten  them  in  the 
following  manner:  "  Do  you  think,  if  we  were  rid  of  the 
Englifli,  that  wc  would  fparc  you  ?  No.  Though  we 
make  ufe  of  you  at  prefent,  we  would  cut  all  your 
throats  ;  for  you  are  all  of  one  race  with  the  other  Eng- 
lifli t."     Powerful  mufl  be  that  influence  which  could 

in  every  laudable  attempt  they  had  made  to  vindicate  their  freedom. 
Ri'JJjworth,  vol.  IV.  p.  385,  ^feq, 

*  It  is  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  pale  continually  lamented  their 
misfortune,  in  being  joined  to  people  who  had  ever  been  their  enemies : 
That  it  was  the  pradice  of  the  old  Irifti  to  fteal  their  horfes,  and  bring 
them  back  for  premiums,  which  had  been  offered  for  finding  them : 
That  they  would  be  continually  cefling  foldiers  on  them,  and  take 
every  opportunity  to  defraud  and  opprefs  them.  Such  was  the  inve- 
teracy of  the  Irifti  priefts  againft  their  own  order  in  the  pale,  that  they 
would  not  let  any  of  them  fay  mafs  in  their  churches.     Carie,  vol.  I. 

p.  2  ^ /•  •  » 
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Aim.  1642.    unite  two  bodies  of  men,  wliofe  anccllors,  till  the  plan- 
tation of  the  new  Englilh  and  Scots  in  Ulfler,  had,  for 
the  fpace  of  four  hundred  years,  harraffed  one  another 
with  incurfions  and  depredations,      h  is  to  be  gathered 
from  circumllances,  that  when  the  infernal  plot  of  the 
Irifh  infurreclion  was  machinated  at  Whitehall,  it  was 
there  agreed,  that  the  old  Irilh,  having  little  or  no  pro- 
perty to  lofe,  would  be  more  forward  to  begin  the 
fcene  of  confufion  ;  that  the  Irifli  Papifls  of  Englilh  ex- 
traclion,  having  in  former  times  aded  fuccefsfully  and 
powerfully  againft  the  northern  Iriih,  would  be  trufl- 
.   cd  with  the  bulinefs  of  their  redu^flion  ;   that,  by  a  ma- 
jority in  parliament,  which  mufl  be  the   natural  con- 
fcquence  of  the  rebellion  ^ ,  they  would  procure  to  them- 
felves  and  thofe  Proteftants  who  were  devoted  to  the 
King,  the  management  of  all  affairs,  both  civil  and  mi- 
litary; and  by  this  means  be  able,  not  only  to  mailer 
the  hot   fpirits  at  Weflminflcr,  as  they  vaunted  to  the 
queen,  but  curb  the  too  prefuming  pretenfions  of  their 
natural  enemies  the  old  Irifli.    Certain  it  is,  that  when, 
by  the  caution  of  the  council  of  Ireland,  rhey  were  ob- 
liged to  declare  themfelves  on  conditions  not-  equally 
advantageous  to  their  firfl  views,   they  fliewed  fo  great 
a  diflruft  of   their  confederates,  that  they  employed 
agents  to  prevent  their  own  body  from  enlifting  them- 
felves   under  Roger  More,  or  any  of  the  Irifli    com- 
manders. 


♦  Many  of  the  Protcftant  members  were  flain  and  detained  prlfoners 
whilft  every  popiOi  recufant  in  the  kingdom  retained  his  freedom,  and 
remained  unmolefted. 
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As  the  rebels  always  avowed  their  perfonal  loyalty  Ann.  1^:42. 
t(3  the  king,  and  that  their  quarrel  lay  againfl  the  other 
parts  of  theEnglifh  legiflature,  who  had  abridged  his 
prerogative,  the  juftices,  to  exculpate  majefly  from  coun- 
tenancing fuch  villany,  and  to  prevent,  as  they  exprefs 
themfelves,  the  ignorant  multitude  from  being  feduced 
to  the  rebel  party  under  fuch  an  opinion,  fent  over  a 
proclamation  to  be  immediately  publiflied  by  the  King: 
Twenty  of  which,  it  would  beneceffary,  they  faid,  fliould 
be  figned  by  his  own  hand,  and  fealed  with  his  privy-fig- 
net,  to  be  difperfed  feveral  ways.  No  other  authority, 
they  afferted,  would  be  fuflicient  to  convince  the  rebels 
that  it  was  his  aft.  The  letter,  in  which  the  King  was 
pufhed  fo  home  to  declare  his  difapprobation  of  the 
condudl  of  the  Irifh  recufants,  was  direfted  to  the  earl 
of  Leicefter  the  lord  lieutenant ;  therefore  could  be 
no  fecret.  This  circumltance,  with  that  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  declaring  at  this  time,  that  one  great 
obftruc^lion  to  the  relief  of  Ireland  was,  that  the  Irifli 
had  not  been  declared  rebels  by  proclamation,  oblig- 
ed the  King  to  iffue  out  one,  in  which  they  were  no- 
minated traitors  and  rebels.  To  the  King's  printer  was 
fent  an  exprefs  command,  figned  by  Edward  Nicholas, 
one  of  the  fccretaries  of  ftate,  that  forty  and  no  more 
fliould  be  printed,  and  not  any  of  them  publiflied 
till  farther  orders.  The  rebels  gave  little  credence  xifp.'/g^j: 
to  the  words  of  the  proclamation,  declaring  it  was 
either  counterfeit  or  forced  unwillingly  from  the 
King.  They  united  themfelves  in  one  body,  under  Boriafe, 
the  flyle  of  The  Confederate  Roman-catholics  of  Ire-  ^' ^^\ 
land  ;   binding  themfelves  to  the  confederacy  by  an 
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Ann.  1642.  oath  of  aflociation,  to  maintain  and  defend  the  pub- 
lic and  free  exercife  of  the  popilh  religion  againfl  all 
perfons  that  Ihould  oppofe  the  fame  ;  to  bear  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  King  and  his  heirs,  and  fuccef- 
fors  ;  to  defend  them  with  their  life,  power,  and 
eftate,  againfl  aM  thofe  that  Ihould  attempt  any  thing 
againfl  their  royal  perfons,  eflates,  honours,  and  dig- 
nities, or  that  fhould  direcflly  or  indire(5lly  endeavour 
to  fupprcfs  their  regal  prerogatives. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


An  ordinance  to  fettle  the  militia  by  authority  of  parliament  paffvs 
both  houfes,  <  Refolutions  of  the  parliament  concerning  putting 
the  kingdom  into  a  pofiure  of  defence, Declarations  and  mef- 

fig^s  pafs  between  the  King  and  parliament. The  parliament 

take  meafures  to  fecure  Hull,  ajid  to  prevent  the  importation  of 

foreign  troops. Farther  precautions  of  the  parliament. 

The  King  offers  to  go  in  perfon   to  Ireland. The  parliament 

declare  againfl  the  King's  intention. The  King  endeavours  to 

fecure  Hull,  but  is  foiled. He  declares  Sir  John  Hotham  a 

traitor.' The  parliament  jujiify  their  governor,  declare  the 

King's  proceedings  to  be  contrary  to  law,  and  take  farther  mea- 

fures  to  fecure  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom. Papers  pafs 

between  the  King  and  the  parliament  on  the  bufinefs  of  Hull. — — 

The  King  refufes  the  parliament' s  bill  to  fettle  the  militia. De. 

clarations  on  bothfdes. The  King  iffues  out  a  proclamation 

which  the  parliament  count ermands.-^'— Nine  peers  impeached 
by  the  parliament  * — ^^The  King  levies  forces  under  the  guife  of 

a  guard 


CHARLES 


I. 


-  0  5 


a  guard.         The  parliament  fecure  to  themfehcs  the  command  Ann.  1642. 
of  the  fleet,  and  take  other  meafures  to  prepare  againfl  the  threat- 
ened war:         Declarations. Littleton  the  lord-keeper  leave^ 

the  parliament,  and  carries  the  great  feal  to  the  King. The 

parliament  fend  nineteen  propofitions  to  the  King,  which  are  re- 
jc5led.  '  The  King  difavows  an  intention  of  levying  war  on 
the  parliament,  yet  takes  meafures  to  put  himfelf  in  a  military 

pofiure. On  receiving  foreign  fupplies,  he  declares  war  on  hi^ 

oppofers. -"^-Endeavours  in  vain  to  get  the  cojnmand  of  the  fleet , 

Fruitlefs  expedition  againfl  Hidl. The  parliament  pafs  a 

vote  for  rai/ing  an  army,  and  prepare  for  defence. They  fend 

propofitions  to  the  King  for  peace,  which  are  rejeBed. Goring 

the  governor  of  P  or  tf mouth  declares  for  the  King. The  King 

publijl.^es  a  declaration  againfl  the  parliament,  in  which  he  requires 
hisfubjedls  to  repair  to  hisflandardat  Noitinghatn. 

IT  was  at  this  period  that  the  nation  was  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  thofe  arguments  which  had  been 
urged  by  the  popular  leaders  in  the  debates  on  paffing 
the  remonflrance,  viz.  that  vigilant  counfels  and  vi- 
gorous meafures  were  neccfTary  to  fecure  to  the  pub- 
lic the  good  laws  which  had  pafTed  this  parliament  *. 

*  What  thefe  popular  leaders  particularly  alluded  to,  was  the  intended 
impeachment  of  the  ^\x  members.  They  had  intelligence  of  this  defign 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  watch  the  King's  actions  in  Scotland, 
who  procured  the  return  of  the  forged  fubfcription  of  names,  which  had 
been  affixed  to  Saville's  invitation.  Thefe  men,  by  their  great  abili- 
ties, direfted  all  the  movements  of  the  Scots  in  regard  to  Great  Bri- 
tain :  They  were  of  the  committee  to  treat  with  the  commifTioners  of 
that  kingdom,  in  all  affairs  that  concerned  the  peace  of  the  two 
nations. 
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There  was  now  no  queftion,  that  the  King  intended,  by 
the  accufation  of  the  fix  members,  to  lay  the  ground 
for  rescinding  all  thofe  conceffions  which  had  reformed 
and  limited  his  government ;  that  he  looked  on  them 
as  attained  by  violence,  and  therefore  invalid  ;  and  that 
he  was  arming  himfelf  with  powers  to  put  tliis  logic 
in  practice*.  The  parliament  being  well  informed 
of  the  queen's  tranfac^ions  in  Holland,  of  a  treaty  on 
foot  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  of  applications  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Papifts  to  the  courts  of  Spain 
and  France  to  furnifh  troops  to  affift  the  regal  and  ca- 
tholic caufe,  begun  to  exert  with  vigour  the  full  force 
of  parliamentary  authority  to  prefer\^e  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberties  of  the  kingdom.  The  fcveral  commif- 
fions  which  had  been  granted  under  the  great  feal  for 
lieutenancies  of  counties  were  called  in  and  cancelled, 
and  an  ordinance  of  militia,  in  which  the  King's  name 
and  authority  was  left  out,  made  its  way  through  both 

♦  On  theoccanon  of  the  King's  pafling  the  bill  for  taking  away  the 
bilhops  votes  in  parliament,  Clarendon  obferves,  that  an  opinion  that 
the  violence  and  force  ufed  in  procuring  this  bill  rendered  it  abfo. 
JuteJy  invahd  and  void,  made  the  conformation  of  it  lefs  confidered  as 
not  being  of  ftrength  to  make  that  good  which  was  in  itfelf  nLll  • 
adding,  he  doubted  not  fuch  logic  had  an  influence  upon  other  afts  of 
no  lefs  moment.  We  may  gather  from  the  fame  hiftorian,  that  the 
King  looked  on  his  conceffions  to  the  Scots  as  extravagant,  and  wrefted 
from  his  neccffities  ;  and  that  fome  of  that  nation  had^alTured  him,  that 
when  the  troubles  of  the  late  ftorm  was  perfedlly  calmed,  they  would 
repeal  whatfoevcr  was  unreafonably  extorted. 

t  From  the  vote  for  cancelling  thefe  commiffions,  the  earl  of  South- 
ampton,  the  lords  Mowbray,  Howard,  and  Seymour,  dilTented. 
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houfes  with  little  oppofition  *.  An  order  at  the  fame 
time  pafTed,  that  the  lord  high  admiral  fhould  take  effec- 
tual care  that  all  fliips  belonging  to  the  royal  na\y  fliould 
be  made  fit  for  fervice  ;  and  that  the  mafters  of  trading 
veflels  fhould  be  deiired  to  prepare  their  fhips  in  fuch  a 
readinefs,  that  on  an  emergent  occafion  they  might  be 
put  to  fea  at  a  Ihort  warning  f .  To  juilify  the  grounds 
of  thofe  fears  and  jealoufies  which  occafioned  the  par- 
liament to  exert  powers  unauthorized  by  the  common 
forms  of  the  conilitution,  a  declaration  in  anfwer  to  the 
reply  which  had  been  made  by  the  King  to  their  lail 
mcflage  concerning  the  militia,  was  fent  to  him  whilfl 
on  his  journey  to  York  J. 

*  In  the  upper  houfe  diflented  thofe  lords  who  had  protefted  againit 
the  vote  for  putting  the  kingdom  into  a  pofture  of  defence  •,  with  the 
lords  Rich,  Howard  de  Charlton,  and  Saville.  The  arguments  urged 
for  the  legality  of  the  ordinance,  were  drawn  from  precedents  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  during  the  abfence  of  this  king,  who  returned  not 
to  England  till  two  years  after  the  deceafe  of  his  father,  Henry  111. 
and  from  precedents  during  the  minority  of  Henry  VI.  and  Edward  VI. 
In  one  of  the  debates  concerning  this  ordinance,  Whitlock,  a  lawyer  of 
eminence,  gave  an  opinion,  That  the  power  of  the  militia  was  neither 
in  the  King  alone,  nor  in  the  parHament :  That  if  it  was  any  where,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  it  was  in  the  King  and  parliament  confenting  toge- 
ther.    ParL  Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  280,  ^y^^. 

■\-  Among  other  advertifements  of  foreign  preparations,  the  two 
houfes  had  received  advice  from  Sir  Philip  Carteret,  governor  of  Jer- 
fcy,  that  the  French  had  lately  encreafed  their  forces,  and  were  draw- 
inor  down  to  the  fea-fide  7000  men,  raifed  in  the  provinces  of  Nor- 
mandy and  Picardy,  befides  5000  appointed  to  be  raifed.  Journals  of 
the  Cotiimcfis,  vol.  II.  p.  498. 

J  In  this  it  is  aflferted,  that  the  defign  of  altering  the  religion  of  the 
country  had  been  carried  on  for  many  years,  by  thofe  in  greateft  autho- 
rity under  the  King,  affifted  with  the  queen's  agent  at  Rome,  and  the 
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Ann.  1642.        The  juflnefs,  freedom,  and  manlinefs  of  the  ftrain 
of  the  parliament's  cxpoilulations  gave  a  greater  fliock 

pope's  nuncio  here  :  That  the  war  with  Scotland,  invited  and  fomented 
by  the  Papifts,  was  procured  for  this  intent :  That  the  rebellion  in  Ire- 
land was  framed  in  tngland :   That,  by  the  tumultuary  and  feditious 
carriage  of  the  Papifts  in  England,  their  fufpicious  meetings  and  con- 
fultations,  with  feveral  advertifements  and  teftimonics  from  Ireland,  it 
was  to  be  concluded,  that  their  intention  was  to  rife  at  the  fame  time  : 
That  with  the  defigns  of  thefe  agreed  the  public  declaration  of  the 
Irith  rebels,  that  they  would  recover  to  his  majefty  his  royal  preroga- 
tive, wrcfted  from  him  by  the  Puritan  fadion   in  the  Englifli  parlia- 
ment J  and  that  they  would  maintain  epifcopal  jurildidion.  To  ftrengthen 
this  fufpicion,  the  declaration  notices  a  defign,  ftylcd  The  Queen's 
Pious  Intention  ;  for  fuccefs  of  which  the  pope's  nuncio  enjoined  faft- 
ing  and  prayer  to  be  obferved  every  week  by  the  Englifh  Papifts  :  The 
boldnels  of  the  Irifti  rebels,  in  affirming,  they  did  nothing  but  by  autho- 
rity  from   the  King:  Their  ftyling  themfclves  The  Queen's  Army» 
and  marking  the  booty  taken  from  the  Protcftants  with  the  queen's 
mark  :  The  manifold  attempts  there  had   been  to  debauch  the  late 
army,  the  army  of  the  Scots,  and  to  raife  a  fadion  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  other   parts  of  the  kingdom  :    That  thofc  who  had  been 
adors  in  thefe  bufineflcs  had  their  dependance,  countenance,  and  en- 
couragement from  the  court.     'I'o  evince  this,  the  declaration  notices, 
that   Mr.  Jermyn    and  others  had  been  tranfported   beyond  fea,    by 
a  warrant  from  the  King's  own  hand,  when   he  had  given  afluranco 
to  the  parliament,  that  he  had  laid  a  ftridl  command  on  all  his  fervants, 
that  none  of  tiiem  Ihould  depart  from  court :  The  petition  delivered  to 
captain  Legge,  by  the  King,  and  accompanied  with  a  direction,  figned 
C.  R.  was  remembered  :  The  acculation  of  the  fix  members,  and  intend- 
ed violence  on  the  houfe  of  Commons  :  The  entertaining  of  diftDanded 
officers,  foldicrs,  and  others,  and  countenancing  them  in  their  violent 
acts :  The  endeavouring  to  gain  the  gentlemen  of  the  Inns  of  courts  : 
The  endeavouring  to  infufe  an  ill  opinion  of  the  parliament  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  other  fymptom^  of  a  difpofition  to  raifc  arms  :  The 
fending  away  the  lord  Digby,  by  an  exprefs  warrant,  after  his  atten- 
dance had  been  required  in  parliament:  The  purport  of  his  letters  to 
the  queen,  "  That  the  King  ftiould  declare  himfelf,  and  retire  to  a 
place  of  ftrength  in  the  kingdom  :"  His  oflfcring  to  entertain  correfpon- 
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to  the  King's  monarchical  prejudices  than  lie  had  yet  Ann.  1642.3 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  controverfy  fuftained. 

dence  with  the  queen  by  cyphers,  intimating  fome  fecret  fervice  he  was 
to  do.     "  This  malicious  counfel,  fays  the  declaration,  we  have  g.eac 
caufe  to  doubt,  made  too  deep  an  impreffion  in  your  majelly,  conh- 
dcring  the  courfe  you  are  pleafed  to  take,  of  abfenting  yourtelf  from 
your  parliament,  and  carrying  the  prince  with  you.'*     With  the  iufpi- 
cions  arifing  from  this  condud  concurred  adverufements  from  France, 
Rome,  Venice,  and  other  parts,  where  it  was  cxpeded  that  the  King 
had  fome  great  defign  in  hand,  for  the  altering  religion,  and  breaking 
the  neck  of  the  parliament ;  and  that  the  kings  of  France  and  Spam 
had  been  folicited   by  the  pope's  nuncio,  to  lend  four  thoufand   men 
a-piece,  to  help  to  maintain  the  King's  royalty  againft  his  parliament. 
"  Thefe,  fays  the  declaration,  are  fome  of  the  grounds  of  our  fears  and 
jealoufies,  which  made  us  implore  your  royal  authority  and  proteftion 
Vor  our  defence  and  fecurity  •,  which  being  denied  by  your  majefty,  fe- 
duced  by  evil  counfel,  we  do  with  forrow,  for  the  great  and  unavoid- 
able mifery  and  danger  which  thereby   is  like  to  fall  upon  your  own 
perfon  and  your  kingdoms,  apply  ourfelves  to  the  ufe  of  that  power, 
for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  both,  which,  by  the  fundamental  laws 
and  conftitutions  of  this  jungdom,  rcfides  in  us,  ftill  refolving  to  keep 
ourfelves  within  the   bounds  of  allegiance  to  your  facred  perlon  and 
your  crown.     We  have,  according  to  your  majefty's  defire,  laid  our 
hands   upon  our  hearts;  we   have   fearched   our  aftedions  and   our 
thoughts  -,  confidered  our  adtions,  and  we  find  none  that  can  give  your 
majefty  anyjuft  occafion  to  abfent  yourfelf  from  Whitehall;  but  that 
you  may  with  more  honour  and  fafcty  continue  there  than  in  any  other 
place.     We  befeech  your  majefty  to  confider  in  what  ftate  you  are,  how 
eafy  and  fair  a  way  you  have  to  happinefs,  honour,  greatnefs,  plenty, 
and  fecurity,  if  you  will  join  with  the  parliament  and  your  faithful  fub- 
je6ts,  in  defence  of  the  religion  and  public  good  of  the  kingdom.     This 
is  all  we  exped  from  you  ;  and  for  this  we  fliall  return  to  you  our  lives, 
'  fortunes,  and  uttermoft  endeavours  to  fupport  you  in  yourjuft  fove- 
reignty  and  power  over  us :  But  it  is  not  words  that  can  fecure  us  in 
thefe  our  humble  defires  •,  we  cannot  but  too  well  and  forrowfuUy  re- 
membtr  what  gracious  meflTages  we  had  from  you  this  fummer,  when, 
with  your  privity,  the  bringing  up  of  the  army  was  in  agitation ;  we 
cannot  but  with  the  like  affcdions  recal  to  our  minds,  how,  rot  two 
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*•  He  was  foriy  in  the  diflraaions  of  the  kmgdom,  he 
laid,  that  the  parliament  lliould  think  this  way  of  ad- 
drefs  to  be  more  convenient  than  that  propofed  by  his 
meiTage  of  the  twentieth  of  January  laft.  For  his  fears 
and  doubts,  he  did  not  think  they  would  have  been 
thought  fo  groundlefs  or  trivial,  while  fo  many  fedi- 
tious  pamphlets  were  looked  on,  and  fo  great  tumults 
■  remained  unpunifhed  and  uninquired  into.  He  afked 
the  meflcngers,  what  they  would  have  ?  Had  he  violat- 
ed their  laws  ?  Had  he  denied  to  pafs  any  one  bill  for 
the  care  and  fecurity  of  his  fubjccls  ?  Had  any  of  his 
people  h^cn  tranfported  with  fears  and  apprehenfions, 
he  had  offered  as  free  and  general  a  pardon  as  them- 
fclves  could  devife  *.      God  fo  deal  with  him  and  his, 

days  before  you  gave  direftions  for  the  above-mentioned  accufation, 
and  your  own  coming  to  the  Commons'  houfe,  that  houfc  received  from' 
your  majdly  a  gracious  meflage,  That  you   would  always  have  the 
lame  care  of  their  privileges  as  ot  your  own  prerogative,  of  the  fafcty  of 
their  perfons  as  of  your  own  children.     That  which  we  cxped,  and 
which  will  give  us  affurance  that  you  have  no  thoughts  but  of  peace 
and  juftice  to  your  people,  muft  be  fome  real  etfed:  of  your  gooclnefs  to 
them,  in  granting  thofe  things  which  the  prefent  neceffity  oTthe  kino-, 
dom  doth  enforce  us  to  defire ;  and,  in  the  firll  place,  that  your  ma- 
jefty  will  be  graciouHy  pleafed  to  pur  from  you  thofe  wicked  and  mif- 
chievous  counfellors,  who  have  caufed  all  thefe  dangers  and  diftraaions  i 
and  to  continue  your  own  refidence  and  the  prince's  near  London  and 
the  parliament.     This,  we  hope,  will  be  a  happy  beginning  of  con- 
tentment and  confidence  between  your  majefty  and  people,  and  be  fol- 
lowed by  many  fucceeding  bleffings  of  honour  and  greatnefs  to  your 
majefty,  and  of  fecurity  and  profperity  to  them."     To  this  declaration 
was  affixed  fome  additional  reafons,  urging  the  inconveniencies  and 
dangers  that  muft  arife  rrom  the  King's  abfenting  himfelf  from  parlia- 
menr.     Par/.  Hijh  vol.  X.  p'  337,  ^feq. 

*  This  olTcr  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  views  of  the  popular 
leaders  j  it  would  have  Icreened  all  the  great  delinquents  who  had  been 
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as  all  his  thoughts  and  intentions  were  upright  for  the  Ann.  i64«. 
maintenance  of  the  true  Proteftant  religion,  and  for  the 
obfervationand  prefervationof  the  lav/sof  the  land  f." 
On  the  King's  afking  what  he  had  denied  the  parlia- 
ment, the  earl  of  Holland  inllanced  the  militia.  The 
King  replied,  he  had  not  denied  it,  and  they  were  much 
miftaken  if  they  thought  his  anfwer  to  it  was  a  denial : 
But  on  being  preffed  by  the  earl  of  Pembroke  to  declare 
whether  he  would  grant  it  for  a  time,  as  the  parlia- 
ment defired  it,  he  fwore  by  God  not  for  an  hour. 
"  The  bufmefs  of  Ireland,  he  told  them,  would  never  be 
done  in  the  way  they  were  in ;  four  hundred  would 
never  do  it,  it  muft  be  put  into  the  hands  of  one  ;  if 
he  were  truiled  with  it,  he  would  pawn  his  head  to  end 
that  work ;  and  though  he  was  a  beggar,  yet  by  God 
he  X  could  find  money  for  that." 

On  the  return  of  their  mclTcngers,  the  parliament  journals  of 
proceeded  to  pafs  feveral  votes  for  the  putting  the  king-  voui'p^^g. 

impeached  in  parliament  from  farther  cenfure  and  punifliment ;  and  it 
would  have  implied  a  principle  in  the  conftitution  very  convenient  to  the 
King's  fchemes,  and  very  dangerous  to  public  Liberty,  viz.  That  the 
leaders  of  the  oppofition  to  the  late  tyrannical  adminiftration  had,  bv 
their  exertions  in  defence  of  Freedom,  a6led  unconftitutionally,  and  had 
incurred  a  legal  oftence. 

f  By  the  true  Proteftant  religion  Charles  always  meant  thofe  parti- 
cular forms  and  fuperftitious  ceremonies,  which  the  parliament  had  ex- 
ploded •,  and  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  that  fond  idea  of  regal  power  he 
had  entertained,  and  endeavoured  to  put  in  pradice. 

J  Thefe  ftrong  afleverations  were  reckoned,  in  thefe  fober,  virtuous 
times,  a  very  indecent  manner  of  expreflion,  and  were  only  ufed  by 
the  courtiers,  and  others  of  loofe  morals. 
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dom  into  a  pofture  of  defence ;  one  of  thefc  was  to  the 
following  purport  :    That  in  cafe  of  extreme  danger, 
and  of  his  majefty's  refufal,  the  ordinance  agreed  on 
by  both  hoiifcs    for  the  militia  did  oblige  the  people, 
and  ought  to  be  obeyed  by  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  kingdom  *.      The  very  day  after  paffing  thefe  re- 
folutions  a  meflage  was  received  from  the  King,  figni- 
fying  that  he  was  then  on  his  remove  to  the  city  of 
York.     In  this  meflage  he  artfully  urged  the  expedit- 
ing  the  bufmcfs  of  Ireland,  becaufe  it  was  a  popular 
topic,  and  he  knew  that  the  parliament  was  fo  en- 
tangled in  their  preparations  in  defence  of  the  liberties 
of  England,  that  they  could  not  at  this  time  attend  to 
the  unhappy  circumftances  of  that  kingdom,  without 
endangering  the  freedom  of  the  whole  empire.      He 
told  them,  that  as  he  had  been  fo  tender  of  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament,  as  to  have  been  ready  and  for- 
ward to  retract  any  acl  of  his  own,  which  he  had  been 
informed  had  trenched  upon  them,  fo  he  cxpeded  an 
equal  tcndcrncfs  in  them  of  his  known  and  unqucf- 
tionable  privileges,  which  were  the  privileges  of  the 
kingdom :  amongft  which  he  was  aflured  it  was  a  fun- 
damental one,  that  his  fubjeas  could  not  be  obliged  to 
obey  any  ad,  order,  or  injundlions,  to  which  he  had  not 
given  his  confent.      In  the  conclufion  he  recommended 
to  them  the  fubflance  of  his  mefl'age  of  the  twentieth 
of  Januarv;  that  they  would  compofe  and  digefl  with  all 
fpecd  fuch  ads  as  they  Ihould  think  fit  for  the  prefent 
a  id  future  eftablifhment  of  their  privileges,  the  free  and 

•  In  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  fix  following  peers  diflentcd :  Earls  of 
Bath,  Southampton,  Cleveland,  Newport ;  lords  Dunfmorc  and  Capel. 
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quiet  enjoying  of  their  eilates  and  fortunes,  the  liber-  Ann.  1642. 
ties  of  their  perfons,   the  fecurity  of  the  true  religion 
now  profefled  in  the  church  of  England,  the  maintain- 
ing his  regal  and  jull  authority,  and  fettling  his  re- 
venue *. 

Both  houfcs  were  highly  exafpcrated  at  the  receipt  clarendon's 
of  this  meflage;  the  very  day  before  they  had  voted  p.VsT 
that  their  ordinance  of  the  militia  ought  to  be  obeyed  ; 
fo  that  they  concluded  that  the  King's  meflage  being 
pointed  at,  thefe  votes  could  not  have  been  fent  from 
Huntington,  where  the  King  then  was,  but  muft  have 
been  inferted  in  blanks  left  in  the  town.  The  fire  of  re- 
fcntmcnt  was  firfl  kindled  in  the  upper  houfe.  The 
Lords  voted,  "  That  when  the  parliament,  which  is  the 
fuprerae  court  of  the  kingdom,  fliall  declare  what  the 
law  of  the  land  is,  to  have  that  not  only  queftioned 
and  controverted  but  contradicSted,  and  a  command  that 
it  fliould  not  be  obeyed,  is  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  parliament."  f  This,  and  other  their  refolutions  con- 

*  This  invitation  was  plaufible  to  the  public,  and  did  not  engage 
Charles  to  fland  to  any  concefllons  he  did  not  approve.  He  could  al- 
ways difpute  with  the  parliament  on  the  queftion,  what  was  true  reli- 
gion ?  and  thofe  conditions  they  might  think  necelTary  for  the  fecurinor 
public  Liberty,  and  the  privileges  of  parliament,  he  would  objecSb  were 
derogatory  to  his  regal  and  jull  authority. 

-f  For  the  parliament,  or  any  power  of  the  kingdom,  to  bepoflcfled 
of  fuch  an  abfolute  authority  in  the  declaring  law,  that  fuch  declaration 
is  not  to  be  queftioned  nor  controverted,  muft  be  productive  of  much 
tyranny.  The  law  ought  to  be  fo  clearly  exprefled,  that  it  ftiould  be 
obvious  to  public  and  private  underftanding.  This  vote  was  paffed  to 
fit  a  particular  cafe,  and  levelled  only  at  kingly  authority,  not  meant 
to  afFed  private  individuals ;  and  thus  explained  by  the  parliament  in 
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Ann.  1642.  Corning  the  neceffity  of  enforcing  the  ordinance  of  the 
militia,  was  confirmed  by  the  Commons.  At  the  ex- 
prefs  dcfire  of  the  Lords,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  find  out  by  whom  the  King's  meflage  was  framed; 
and  fome  farther  refolutions  pafTed  in  condemnation 
of  thofe  evil  counfellors  who  advifcd  the  king  to  courfcs 
fo  deftruclive  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

To  that  declaration  of  the  parliament,  which  con- 
tained the  reafons  of  their  fears  and  jealoufies,  an  anfwcr 
at  large  was  returned  by  the  King  *. 

one  of  their  declarations :  "  That  is  turned  into  a  general  afTertion, 
fay  they,  which  in  our  votes  is  applied  to  a  particular  cafe."  Perl.  Htji. 
vol.  XI.  p.  28. 

*  To  the  particulars  urged  againft  him,  he  replied  in  generals,  or 
endeavoured  to  weaken  their  force  by  futile  prevarications.  To  the  ar- 
ticle of  altering  religion,  he  wiOied  that  the  judgments  of  God  might 
be  manifefted  on  thofe  who  had  any  fuch  defign.  To  the  Scotch  trou- 
bles, the  a6l  of  oblivion  had  ftopped  his  mouth  from  any  reply.  To 
the  rebellion  in  Ireland  being  framed  in  England,  he  defired  the  par- 
liament to  find  out  the  authors  and  maintainers  of  it ;  and,  for  the 
clearing  his  own  innocence,  he  laid  a  great  ftrefs  on  the  exprclTions  of 
zeal  he  had  Ihewed  for  reducing  the  rebels  ;  adding,  that  he  was  ready 
to  venture  his  royal  perfon  for  the  redemption  of  his  Protcftant  fubjeds, 
well  knowing  that  as  his  intercft  was  more  concerned  in  tht-m,  fo  he 
was  to  make  a  ftrid  account  to  Almighty  God  for  any  neole(ft  of  his 
duty  for  their  prefervation.  To  the  plot  againft  the  parliament,  he 
denied  that  he  was  privy  to  any  refolution  in  the  army  to  force  it ;  be- 
caufe,  as  it  has  been  before  obferved,  though  he  knew  all  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  plot,  yet  the  army  could  not  be  brought  to  agree  to  what 
had  been  propofed  of  this  kind  by  the  queen  and  her  cabal.  For  the 
proceedings  againft  the  fix  members,  he  hoped  that  his  proteftation  on 
that  head  would  fo  far  have  fatisfied  the  parliament  of  his  intention, 
that  they  would  have  entertained  no  other  imagination  of  that  defio-a 
than  was  therein  expreffed.  For  Mr.  Jermyn,  he  was  gone  from 
White-hall  before  he  received  the  defircs  of  both  houfes,  for  the  reftraint 

of 


I. 


243 


Many  were  the  declarations  and  meflagcs  pailcd  be-  a«,d.  ^6,^. 
twcen  the  King  and  parliament,  during  the  progrefs 
of  his  journey  to  York.  The  king  endeavoured  to^r- 
fuade  the  public,  that  he  had  granted  every  thing  he 
ought  to  grant,  to  give  the  parliament  fatisfacftion. 
The  parliament,  by  juft  comments  on  his  condudl,  con- 
vinced the  difcerning  part  of  the  nation,  that,  It  the 
very  time  that  they  had  in  a  manner  forced  his  affent 
to  their  neceflkry  demands,  he  had  been  and  was  now  Pari.  Hift  * 
contriving  the  means  to  invalidate  thofe  conceffions.  l%lsck<^, 

of  his  ferv'ants.     For  the  lord  Digby,  he  afTured  them,  that  he  had  his 
warrant  to  pafs  the  feas,  and  had  left  the  court  before  he  had  heard  the 
vote  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  or  had  any  caufe  to  imacrine  his  abfcnce 
would  have  been  excepted  againft.     For  their  foreign°advertifemenrs, 
he  was  confident  no  fober  or  honeft  man  in  the  kingdom  could  believe 
that  he  would  be  fo  fenfelefs  as  to  entertain  counfels  that  would  not 
only  bury  his  kingdom  in  fudden  deftruAion,  but  his  own  name  and 
poftenty  m  perpetual  fcorn  and  infamy.     The  King  finiftied  his  declara 
tion   with  magnifying  his  grace  and  juftice,  in  pafiing  thofe  ads   to 
which  the  parliament  had  extorted  an  unwilling  aflent ;  and  told  them. 
That  If   for  his  fecurity,  the  laws  of  the  land  and  good  government  m 
the  city  of  London  is  revived,  he  would  overtake  their  defires.  and  be 
as  foon  with  them  as  they  could  wifti." 

The  King's  perfon  never  was  in  any  danger  from  the  London  tumult, 
but  it  was  convenient  to  his  purpofe  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  pretence  to 
excufe  his  retiring  from  his  parliament.  In  another  meffage  he  told 
them,  "  That  they  muft  not  exped  his  prefence  until  they''  had  both 
fecured  him  concerning  his  apprehenfions  of  tumultuous'  infolences 
and  given  him  fat  isfadlion."  ' 

Mr.  Jermyn  was  tranfported  out  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  Kincr'c 
warrant  after  he  had  promifed  ^he  parliament  that  none  of  his  fervants 
fliould  depart  from  court.  On  the  prevaricating  circumftance  of  the  war- 
rants  being  anti^ated,  he  denied  this  fad,  and  exclaimed,  whiJft  the 
article  ^^\^^^^^^lo  him  by  the  meflengers  of  the  parliament,  "  That's 
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Ann.  1642.  To  the  accufation  he  had  flung  out  in  his  fpeech,  of 
their  encouraging  tumuhs,  they  obferved,  That  if  any 
extraordinary  concourfe  of  people,  out  of  the  city  of 
Weflminfter,  had,  in  his  apprehcnfion,  the  face  and  Ihcw 
of  tumuk  and  danger,  it  would  appear  to  be  caufed  by 
his  denial  of  fuch  a  guard  to  the  parliament  as  they 
could  confide  in  ;  and  by  taking  into  Whitehall  fuch  a 
guard  to  himfelf  as  gave  juil  caufc  and  jealoufy  to  the 
parliament,  and  of  terror  and  offence  to  the  people. 
To  that  queftion,  whether  he  had  violated  their  laws  ? 
they  delired  him  to  remember,  that  the  government  of 
the  kingdom,  before  the  meeting  of  this  parliament, 
confided  of  many  continued  and  multiplied  a(5ls  of  vio- 
lation of  laws,  the  wounds  whereof  were  fcarcely 
healed,  when  the  extremity  of  all  thofe  violations  was 
far  exceeded  by  the  proceedings  againfl  the  fix  mem- 
bers. To  his  queflion,  whether  he  had  denied  any  bill 
for  the  eafe  and  fecurity  of  his  fubjecSts  ?  they  acknow- 
ledged that  many  good  bills  had  pail'ed ;  but  obferved^ 
that  at  the  time  of  pafling  them,  fome  defign  or  other 
had  been  on  foot,  which,  had  it  taken  effe(51:,  would 
not  only  have  deprived  them  of  the  fruit  of  thofe  bills, 
but  have  reduced  the  kingdom  to  a  worfe  condition  than 
the  parliament  found  it  in.  To  the  queflion,  whatthey 
had  done  for  the  King?  they  anfwered.  That  the  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  thofe  mifchiefs  which  bad  admini- 
llration  had  occafioned,  would  coll  the  kingdom  more  than 
two  millions ;  an  cxpence  which  ought  to  have  been 
born  by  the  crown.  x\s  for  his  majefly's  offered  pardon, 
that  could  be  no  fecurity  for  their  fears  and  jealoufies, 
which  did  not  arifc  from  any  guilt  of  their  own  acftions, 
but  from  the  evil  dcfigns  and  attempts  of  others.     To 
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this  poignant  anfwer  was  added  informations  they  had  Ann.  ,642. 
received  from  the  deputy-governor  of  the  merchant-ad- 
venturers at  Rotterdam,  concerning  the  lord  Digby's 
negociations  of  an  army  that  was  to  be  tranfpo.red 
from  Denmark  to  Hull ;  conckiding  with  intrcating 
the  King  to  calm  the  fears  of  his  people,  by  a  return 
to  his  parliament  *. 


The  fecurity  of  Hull,  and  to  prevent  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  troops,  was  now  become  the  particular 
objca  of  this  affembly.      An  exprefs  was  fcnt  to  Sir 
John  Hotham,  to  fuffer  no  foreign  fliips  to  come  into 
the  harbour,  without  flricl  examination  ;  nor  to  receive 
any  Englifh,  or  other  troops,  into  the  town,   but  fuch 
as  both  houfes  fliould  direct  ;    that  the  mayor  of  Hull, 
and  all  other  his  majclly's  officers  and  fubjecas,  were  to 
affifl  him  in  this  m'der,  as  they  fliould  anfwer  the  con- 
trary at  their  peril.      The  lord-admiral  was  defired  to 
enquire  the  reafon  why  one  of  the  King's   fliips  was 
left  behind  in  Holland  ;   how  it  was  to  be  employed ; 
and  when  it  was  to  return :    likewife  to  command  the 
fhips  at  fea  to  examine  all  veffels  that  paffed  between 
Holland  and  Hull,  and  to  fend  fome  fmall   frigates 
northward  of  Hull,  to  give  intelligence  of  any  anna- 

*  The  inhabitants  of  Rutland  preferred  a  petition  to  the  fame  pur- 
port, as  the  King  paffed  through  that  county  in  his  way  to  York.     The 

King,  in  anfwer  to  this  meffage  of  the  parliament,  alTures  them,  *'  That 
no  ftreights  or  neceffities  (hould  ever  compel  him  to  do  that  which  the 
reafon  and  underftanding  God  had  given  him,  and  the  honour  and  in- 
tereft  with  which  God  had  intruded  him,  for  the  good  of  his  poflrerity 
and  kingdom,  fhould  render  unpleafant  and  grievous  to  him.  Jourmh 
of  ibe  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  503. 
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Arn.  ,64..  mciit  likely  to  come  from  Denmark  thither  ;  and  to  en- 
quire of  all  Ihips  that  came  out  of  the  Sound,  \vliat  pre- 
parations of  land  and  fea-forces  there  were  about  El- 
Precautions  ^CHore.  Thc  lord-licuteuants  and  high-flieriffs  of  the 
oi-^thc  paxiia- northern  counties  were  ordered  to  fupprefs  all  forces 
which  Ihould  be  raifed  without  the  direction  of  par- 
liament, and  to  take  an  efpecial  care  of  Newcaflle, 
Hull,  and  other  towns  on  thofe  coads. 


The  King,   not  finding  the  difpofitions  of  the  peo- 
ple fo  favourable  to    Iiis  intercfl   as   he    had   flattered 
himfelf  the  remoter  counties  from  the  capital  were  *, 
endeavoured  to  put  in  pradice  that  part  of  the  queen's 
counfel    which    related   to    his   retiring  into    Ireland. 
He  fignified  to  the  parliament,  that  he  was  refolved  to 
go  in  perfon  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion.      He  intended, 
he  faid,    to  raife,  by  his  commiilion  in  the  counties 
near  Wefl-Cheiler,  a  guard  confiiling  of  two  thoufand 
foot  and  two  hundred  horfe,  to  be  armed  from  his  ma- 
gazine at  Hull  ;  that  the  officers  and  common  foldiers 
fhould  all  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance ; 
and  dcfired  the  parliament  would  undertake  the  charge 
of  paying  them :  but  if  that  fhould  be  found  too  great 
a  burden  to  his  good  fubjec^s,  he  would  be  willing  to 
fell  or  pawn  any  of  his  parks,  lands,  or  houfes,  to- 
wards a  fupply.  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  pro- 
jea,  he  offered  to  pafs  a  bill  which  fettled  the  militia 
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♦  The  King,  on  his  firft  coming  into  the  county  of  York,  was  peti- 
tioned by  the  inhabitants  to  declare  fit  means  and  expedients  to  take 
away  mifunderftandings  between  him  and  his  parliament.  RuJhwQrtK 
vol.  IV.  p.  613. 
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in  the  hands  of  the  parliament  for  one  year,  and  called  A...  .64.. 
God  to  witnefs,  that  he  would  not  decline  any  hazard 
of  his  perfon  in  performing  that  duty  which  he  owed 
to  the  defence  of  God's  true  religion  and  liis  diftrefled 
fubjefts ;  nor  would  he  ever  confent,  upon  whatfoever 
pretence,  to  a  toleration  of  the  popifli  religion,  nor  to 
the  abolition  of  the  laws  in  force  in  that  kingdom  a- 
gamft  popifli  recufants  *. 

The  party  he  had  to  deal  with  were  too  well  ap- 
prized of  his  defigns,  and  the  ticklifli  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, to  be  caught  with  the  bait.  Both  houfes  refolved 
upon  tlie  queftion,  „,;,„«.  contradlcme.  That  it  would  be  L'„?"cf;re 
molt  dangerous  and  unfafe  to  confent  to  his  majefty's  K^n'""  ""• 
going  into  Ireland  f.     Roufed  and  alarmed  with  fears   '»' i?''"™^ 
that  the  King  would  by  this  means  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  two  large  armies,  the  one  under  Ormond,  and 
the  other  under  the  rebtl  commanders,  they  drew  up 
a  petition,   in  which  they  teftified  fome  refentment  at 
the  Kmg's  refolving  on  a  matter  of  that  importance, 

•  The  King  declared,  «  That  he  was  grieved  at  the  foul  for  the 
calamities  of  his  good  fubjeas  of  Ireland  :  That,  out  of  his  pious  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  Almighty  God.  in  eftablilhing  the  true  Proteftant 
profeffionin  that  kingdom,  and  his  princely  care  for  the  good  of  all 
his  donj,„,ons,  he  had  firmly  refolved  to  go  with  all  convenient  fpeed 
mto  Ireland  to  chaftife  thofe  wicked  and  deteftable  rebels,  odious  to 
God  and  all  good  men."  The  King  had  more  than  once  before  mad« 
the  fame  offer  of  going  into  Ireland  ;  but  the  parliament  waved  the  re- 
turning any  anlwer.     Rapin,  vol.  XI.  p.  437. 

t  For  reafons  obvious,  the  King's  moderate  friends,  as  well  as  op- 
ponents,  were  very  much  againft  his  going  into  Ireland.     Clarendon 

„T,'L"  k'a'  ""f  "T""''"'"^  '°  ^'"y  ^^^'  without  coniideratioa 
Of  the  objeflions  that  would  naturally  arife  againft  it. 

with- 
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Ann.  1542.    without  tlic  advicc  of  his  parliament ;  alleging  the  fol- 
lowing reafons  againll  the  intended  expedition:  Danger 
to  the  king's  perfon  ;  inconvenience  of  his  abfence  ;  the 
infecurity  of  the  adventurers,  who,  forefeeing  an  im- 
provident peace,    would  pay  in  no  more  money  upon 
their  fubfcriptions  ;    that  it  v/ould  encourage  the  re- 
bels, who  profclTed.  the  King  did  allow  of  their  proceed- 
ings ;  that  it  would  cncreafe  the  fears  and  jealoufies 
of  this  nation,  who  would  fufpe(5t  fome  force  was  in- 
tended.     The  petition  concluded  with  the  following 
peremptory  declaration :  "  That  they  could  not  confcnt- 
to  any  levies  orraifmg  of  foldiers  for  Ireland,  or  to  the 
payment  of  them,  but  fuchas  fhouldbe  employed  and 
governed  by  their  direcftions  :  That  if  fuch  levies  fhould 
be  made,  not  agreed  to  by  them,  they  fhould  interpret 
the  fame  to  be  raifed  for  the  diflurbance  of  the  public 
peace  j   and  lliould  apply  the  authority  of  parliament 
to  fupprefs  the  fame  :  That  if  his  majefly  fhould  be  per- 
fuadcd  to  go  to  Ireland,   contrary  to  their  advice,  they 
would  not  fubmit  to  any  commifTioners  he  fliould  chufe ; 
but  did  refolve  to  preferve  and  govern  the  kingdom  by 
the  advice  of  the  two  houfes  * ;  and  therefore  they  hum- 
bly intrcated  him  to  dcfill,  to  return  to  his  parliament, 
and  leave  the  management  of  the  Irifli  war  entirely  to 
them."     With  this  petition  pafTed  a  rcfolution,  declar* 

*  Tn  the  King's  anfwer  to  this  petition,  he  afTertecI,  "  That  a  com- 
miflion  to  govern  the  kingdom  had  always  been  ufed  by  his  progenitors, 
during  ablcnce,  whilft  a  parliament  was  fitting ;  and  it  was  what 
themfelves  had  defired,  at  his  laft  going  into  Scotland."  It  may  be 
worth  observing,  that  the  King  now  urged  that  to  be  conftitutional, 
which  he  had  difputed  as  illegal,  when  demanded  on  an  occafion  not  fg 
agreeable  to  his  views. 
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ing  any  man  an  enemy  to  the  ftatc,  that  fhould  endea-  Ann.  1642. 
vour  to  raife  forces  for  Ireland,  or  continue  any  forces 
fo  raifed,  without  the  confent  of  both  houfes  * 

To  thefe   peremptory  determinations  the  King  was 
obliged   to  fubmit,  fearing  a   fate  fimilar  to   that  of 
Richard  the  Second,  who,  on  his  return  from  Ireland, 
found  himfelf  totally  difpofTefTed  of  his  fovereignty  in 
England.  Foiled  in  this  bufmefs  f,  he  turned  his  thoughts 
towards  getting  pofTelhon  of  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Hull  J.      The  parliament,  jealous  of  his  near  neigh- 
bourhood to  this  place,  had  given  Sir  John  Hotham  or- 
ders to  introduce  into  the  to^Yn  eight  hundred  of  the 
Yorkfliire  militia;  and  though  this  reinforcement,  with 
tlie  ordinary  garrifon  and  natural  flrength  of  the  place, 
was  fufficient  to  repel  any  force  the  king  could  bring 
againfl  it,  yet  fearing  treachery,  they  had  petitioned 

*  The  Scots  privy-council,  on  the  King's  fignifying  to  them  his  in- 
chnation  to  go  in  perfon  to  Ireland,  fhewed,  by  the  objections  they 
raifed,  a  great  diflike  to  the  propofal. 

t  A  bufinefs  which,  as  Clarendon,  who  was  at  this  time  one  of  his  . 
great  counfellors,  fays,  had  he  carried  into  execution,  he  would  fpeediiy 
have  reduced  Ireland,  and  brought  his  other  two  kingdoms  into  pro-      " 
per  bounds  ;  that  is,  he  would  have  brought  all  thofe  Irifli  Protcflants, 
who  did  not  admit  of  an  abfolute  power  in  the  crown,  under  fubjec- 
tion  ;  and,  with  the  aflillancc  of  the  rebels  and  the  malignant  party, 
who  declared  themfelves  partizans  to  prerogative,  would  have  fubdued 
the  fpirit  of  Liberty  in  England  and  Scotland.     Clarci.  Hijl.   vol.  I. 
P-  395- 

J  If  the  parliament  had  been  credulous  enougli  to  have  given  wav 
to  the  King's  propofition  concerning  Ireland,  he  might  have  employed 
the  new-raifed  levies  in  the  redudion  of  Hull ;  and  then,  having  fe,- 
cured  that  important  fortrefs,  might  have  paffed  over,  and  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  Irifh  army.     Rapin,  vol.  XI.  p.  440. 

Vol.  III.  K  k  the 
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the  King  to  permit  the  removal  of  the  magazine  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  its  flores  being  much  exhauftcd  with 
arming  both  the  Englifh  and  Scotch  forces  that  fervcd 
in  Ireland.  This  having  been  denied,  it  was  refolved 
by  the  Lords,  and  then  by  the  Commons,  That  it  was 
neceiTary  the  magazine  of  Hull  fliould  be  removed  to 
the  Tower  of  London  ;  and  orders  were  fcnt  to  prepare 
fliips  for  its  tranfportation  *. 


Charles,  on  fome  hopes  of  cajoling  Sh'  John  Ho- 

.  tham  into  a  breach  of  trull,  lent  hi^s  fon  the  duke  of 

York,  the  chaor  palatine,  and  fcveral  other  of  the  no- 

•  Sir  Richard  Hutton,  not  the  judge  of  that  name,  but  the  fon  of 
archbifhop  Hutton,  had  petitioned  the  King  to  take  mcafures  for  the 
continuance  of  the  magazine  at  Hull,  «  Becaufe,  fays  the  petition, 
that  part  fhould  be  beft  provided  where  your  facred  peifon  doth  re' 
fide  i  your  perfon  being,  like  David's,  the  light  of  llrael,  and  more 
worth  than  ten  thoufand  of  us."  On  a  motion  of  the  Commons,  the 
Lords  pa/Ted  an  order.  That  thefe  petitioners  fhould  be  Itnt  for  as  de- 
Imquents,  for  being  adive  againft  the  parliament.  Obedience  to  the 
order  was  refufed,  on  pretence  of  the  King's  warrant,  wherein  the  pe- 
tmoners  were  charged  on  their  allegiance,  and  on  pain  of  the  King's 
heavy  difpleafure,  at  their  peril  to  ftir  out  of  the  countv,  but  there  to 
abide,  to  attend  his  fervice  as  he  fhould  dired.  A  petition  of  a  dif- 
tcrent  kind  was  prefdnted  to  the  King  from  others  of  the  Yorkfhire 
gent!-y,  well-affeaed  to  the  parliament :  it  reprefentcd  the  other  peti- 
tion for  continuing  the  magazine  at  Hull  as  the  work  of  a  few  oentle- 
men  only,  and  defired  his  majefty  to  apply  himfelf  to  all  good  ways  of 
union,  that  thofe  duties  which,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  they 
owed,  and  which  were  exprcfTcd  in  their  laft  protcftation,  might  not 
become  a  divided  propofition  ;  fince  the  defence  of  his  majefty's  per- 
fon, honour,  and  eftates,  the  power  and  privileges  of  parliament  and 
the  lawful  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjccl,  did  all  flrength.n' each 
other  i  all  which  they  would  equally  labour  to  preferve,  to  the  utmoll 
of  their  powers,  lives,  and  eftates.  Pari,  IM,  vol.  X.  u  ak±  II'  ;• 
485.  &  vol.  XI.  p.  116.  ^*  ^^^'       ^  '' 
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bility  who  had  followed  his  fortune,  into  the  town,  where  Ann.  1642. 
they  were  received  with  great  civility  and  politenefs  by 
the  governor.  The  next  day,  being  the  twenty-fecond 
of  April,  he  advanced  with  three  hundred  horfe,  and 
difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Sir  John  Hotham  with  a 
letter,  iignifying,  that  he  intended  to  vifit  his  town  of 
Hull  and  magazine ;  that  Sir  John  Hotham  muil  pro- 
vide for  the  reception  of  him  and  his  train  ;  he  doubt- 
ed not  of  his  obedience,  elfe  he  mult  make  his  way 
into  the  town,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Sir 
John  Hotham,  in  great  confufion,  called  the  chief  ma- 
giilrates  of  the  town  and  officers  of  the  garrifon  to  coun- 
cil. It  was  refolved  not  to  admit  the  King.  A  refped- 
ful  meflage  was  fent,  intreating  him  to  forbear  his  in- 
tended vifit.  On  his  nearer  approach  the  bridge  was 
drawn  up,  and  the  garrifon  put  into  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence. Charles  with,  a  loud  voice  demanded  entrance. 
This,  Sir  John  Hotham  on  his  knees,  and  with  much 
civility  of  language,  pleading  *  his  trufl  from  parlia- 
ment, abfolutely  refufed.  In  vain  did  the  King  repeat 
his  demand,  offering  to  reduce  his  train  to  twenty  per- 
fons.  He  then  delired  the  governor  to  come  out  to 
him,  on  his  word  of  fafety  and  liberty  to  return.  This 
the  governor  not  chufing  to  trufl,  excufed  himfelf  from 
obedience  J  nor  would  yield  to  other  conceffion,  but 


*  During  this  parley  fome  of  the  King's  train,  the  fame  that  at- 
tended him  in  his  expedition  to  force  the  parliament,  in  an  infolent 
and  impetuous  manner  called  out  to  the  ^owns-men  to  kill  Sir  John 
Hotham,  and  fling  him  over  the  walls.  On  their  return  to  York,  Sir 
Francis  Worthly,  and  others,  drew  out  their  fwords,  and  demanded 
who  would  be  for  the  King  r  Pari.  Hijt,  vol.  X.  p.  474,  ^  feq.  PlcarU 
ParL  Cbron.  p.  89, 
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Ann.  J 642.  that  the  King's  fon,  and  the  reft  of  his  friends,  fhould 
be  fcnt  out  of  the  town  *.  Charles,  enraged  at  his  dif- 
The  Kinjr  appointment,  proclaimed  Hotham  a  traitor,  by  two  he- 
deciaresSir  f^ids  ^t  arms  fj  and,  after  havine  ftaid  five  hours  be- 
» ir^Uor.      fore  Hull,  returned  to  Beverley  J. 

*  It  is  faid,  from  the  authority  of  memoirs  left  to  the  Scotch  col- 
lege at  Paris  by  the  duke  of  York,  that  Hotham  was  well  difpofed  to 
have  delivered  up  Hull  to  the  King,  but  was  deterred  by  a  private  let- 
ter.he  received  from  one  of  the  King's  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber, 
afluring  him  that,  if  the  King  got  admiflion,  he  would  hang  him  up, 
as  a  monument  of  vengeance  againft  all  parliament-commanders.  Sir 
John  Hotham  did  aver,  that  he  received  fuch  an  intimation  ;  and  the 
King  mentions  it  as  a  deceit  of  his  enemies  to  prevent  Sir  John  Hotham 
from  giving  him  admittance.  The  parliament  would  not  allow  that 
fuch  an  intimation  ought  to  have  been  the  ground  of  Hotham's  con- 
dud.  After  the  King  had  retired  from  the  town,  he  fent  a  letter  to 
the  mayor  of  Hull,  requiring  him,  the  towns-men,  and  foldiers,  not 
to  obey  their  governor,  nor  to  fuffer  the  magazine  to  be  removed. 
Rujbwartby  vol.  IV.  p.  584.     Pari  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  474,  ^y?^. 

-f-  "  If  the  folemn  proclaiming  a  man  a  traitor,  faid  the  parliament, 
fignifies  any  thing,  it  puts  him,  and  all  thole  who  any  way  aid  and 
afiift,  or  adhere  unto  him,  into  the  fame  condition  of  traitors,  and 
draws  upon  him  all  the  confequences  of  treafon  -,  and  if  this  may  be 
done  by  law,  without  due  procefs  of  law,  the  fubjed  hath  a  very  poor 
defence  of  the  law,  and  a  very  fmall,  if  any  proportion  of  Liberty 
thereby ;  and  it  is  as  little  fatisfadlion  to  a  man  that  is  expofed  to  fuch 
penalties  to  fay,  he  {hall  have  a  legal  trial  afterwards,  as  it  is  to  con- 
demn a  man  firft,  and  try  him  afterwards."     Pari.  HiJi,  vol.  XI.  p.  no, 

J  The  King,  on  being  refufed  admiflion  into  Hull,  commanded  the 
Iheriff  to  raife  the  trained-bands,  to  force  the  town.  Sir  Richard  Hut- 
ton,  the  judge,  who  executed  the  office  of  Ihcriff,  refufed  to  obey  the 
mandate,  being,  as  he  conceived,  againft  law.  On  this,  the  King 
fummoned  the  jufticcs  of  the  peace  and  gentlemen  of  the  county,  to 
attend  him  at  York  \  afked  their  advice  concerning  his  not  being  ad- 
mitted into  his  town  of  Hull ;  and  demanded  of  them,  "  Whether  they 
would  defend  his  pcrfon  from  violence,  according  to  tl.eir  duty,  or 

not?" 


A 


The  condudl  of  the  governor  of  Hull  was  a  vciry  Ann.  1642. 
important  incident  towards   the  fuccefs   of  the  popu- 
lar caufe.       It  not  only  prevc^nted  the  King  from  be- 
coming mafter  of  the  largell  magazine  of  arms,  and 
the  moll:  important  fortrcfs  in  thckingdom,  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  enter  on  the  war  at  lead  on  equal 
terms  with  the  parliament ;   but  Sir  John  Hotham  be- 
ing a  man  of  fortune,  who  had  an  important  flake  in 
the  country,  his  example  had  a  great  influence  on  the 
behaviour  of  others.      Charles  in  very  high  terms  de-  p,^^].  h::1. 
manded  juftice  of  the  parliament  againfl  Sir  John  Ho-  p|^^^;^; 
tham*.      The  parliament  in  as  high  language  juflified  The  pariia- 
their  governor,  and  rcfolved,  That  he  had  done  nothing,  sir  John  Ho- 
but  in  obedience  to  their  commands :  that  the  dcclar-  \^cuJ\^ 
in 2:  him  a  traitor,  beino;  a  member  of  the  houfe  of^'"/'P''°' 

o  '  o  ceedmgs    to 

Commons,  was  a  high  breach  of  privilege  :    that  the  be  contrary 
declaring  him  a  traitor,  w^ithout  due  procefs  of  law,  was 
againfl:  the  liberty  of   the  fubject  and  the  law  of  the 
land  :    and  voted,  That  a  committee  of  both  houfes 

not  ?"  To  this  they  returned,  "  That  they  fhould  be  ready  to  defend 
his  majefty's  perlon  from  violence,  by  all  luch  ways  as  the  laws  and 
their  duty  bound  them  ;  and,  for  the  means  to  vindicate  his  honour, 
and  put  him  into  pofTcfTion  of  his  own,  they  conceived  the  befl:  advice 
they  could  offer  would  be  humbly  to  defire  his  majefty  to  hearken  to  the 
counfels  of  the  parliament,  who  they  alTured  themfelves  would  be  care- 
ful of  his  perfon  and  honour."     Pari  HiJl.  vol.  X.  p.  475,  483,  ^  feq. 

*  The  King,  whilil  he  fent  difpatches,  poft  after  pofl,  to  the  par- 
liament, to  demand  juftice  for  what  he  termed  treafon  in  Sir  John  Ho- 
tham, ftopped  all  paflage  between  Hull  and  London ;  fo  that  it  was 
fome  time  before  the  houfes  received  a  particular  account  of  the  tranf- 
a6tion  from  Sir  John  Hotham,  whofe  meflengers  were  detained,  and 
their  difpatches   taken  from  them.     Journals  of  the  ConmoNS,  vcl.  II. 
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Ann.  i5^z.    lliould  bc  fcHt  iiito  tlic  noi'tli,  to  take  care  of  thofe  parts, 

nent?^e'"    ^^^^  ^^  Hull  *,  by  tlic  affiaancc  of  tlic  lord-lieutcnant ; 

rasafures  to  to  fupprcfs  all  forccs  that  Ihould  be  raifed  either  to  force 
the  town,  or  to  flop  any  of  the  paflages  to  or  from  it, 
or  any  other  way  to  diilurb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  parliament  to  Sir  John 
Hotham,  and  to  all  tliofc  who  had  been  forward  in 
their  fcrvice  to  prcfcn'e  the  town. 


fecure  the 
northern 
parts  of  the 
kingdom. 


Fjpcrs  pafs 
between  the 
Kin;»  and 
parliament 
on  the  fub- 
jcaox*Hul]. 


Innumerable  were  the  papers  that  pafTed  between 
the  King  and  the  parliament  on  this  new  fubjedl  of 
diiputc.  The  King  argued,  that  he  was  in  a  worfe  con- 
dition than  any  of  his  fubjecfls  -,  that,  whilfl  they  all 
enjoyed  their  privileges,  and  might  not  have  their  pof- 
IciTions  diflurbed,  nor  their  titles  queflioncd,  he  only 
might  be  fpoilcd,  thrown  out  of  his  towns,  and  have 
his  goods  taken  from  him  :  that  Hull  was  his  own  pro- 
perty ;  that  the  magazine  lodged  in  it  was  his  own  goods, 
Roiiiworth,  bought  withliis  own  money  ;  that  he  had  the  fame  title 
p?569,&req.  to  them  that  any  of  his  fubjcds  had  to  their  houfes, 
lands,  plate,  or  jewels  ;  that  if  the  parliament,  whofe 
votes,  he  faid,  were  of  no  authority  without  his  con- 
fent,  could  alter  defcents,  avoid  purchafes,  and  cancel 
conveyances,  which  is  what  they  had  done  in  regard 
to  his  right  in  Hull,  what  was  his  cafe  to-day  might 
be  his  fubjecls  to-morrow.    He  afked,  why  the  general 

♦  The  earl  of  Stamford,  the  lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Ayfcough,  Sir  Chriftophcr  Wray,  Sir  Samuel  Oficld,  and  Mr. 
Hatcher,  were  the  committee  fent  down  on  this  errand,  to  refide  at 
Hull ;  ro  thefe  afterwards  were  added  Sir  John  Wray,  Sir  William 
Strickland,  Mr.  Allured,  Mr.  Hotham,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Whar- 
ton. P^rl,  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  4;©.  Journals cf  iheCommQUs^  vol.  II.  p.  596. 
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rumour  of  the  defign  of  the  Papifls  in  the  northern  Ann.  1642. 
parts,  fliould  not  be  thought  fufficient  ground  for  him 
to  put  a  perfon  of  fuch  honour,  fortune,  and  unblemifli- 
ed  reputation,   into  a  fort  of  his  own,   as  was  the  earl 
of  Newcaflle ;   and  yet  the  fame  rumour  be  warrant 
enough  to  commit  the  care  of  it  to  Sir  John  Hotham, 
without  his  confent  ?  And  how  his  refufal  to  have  the 
magazine  moved,  on  the  petition  of  both  houfes,  could 
give  an  advantage  againft  him,  to  deprive  him  of  it  ? 
He  farther  argued,  that  the  Ihutting  the  gates  of  Hull 
againft   him,  and  rcfifting  his  entrance,  was  trcafon; 
on  the  letter  of  the  ftatute  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Ed- 
ward the  Third.  *^  He  had  often  heard,  he  faid,  of  the 
great  trull  which,   by  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  \vas 
committed  to  the  King  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  the 
kingdom  ;   but  he  had  never  yet  underftood  what  truft 
or  power  was  committed  to  either  or  both  houfes  of 
parliament  *." 

♦  The  parliament  argued  on  a  very  jull  didinaion  between  the  per- 
fonal  and  the  legal  property  of  the  King,  who  laid  down  that  for  a  prin- 
ciple,  they  faid,  which  would  deftroy  the  foundation  of  the  liberty, 
property,  and  intcreft  of  every  fubjea:  in  particular,  and  of  all  the  fub- 
jeds  in  general.     His  majefty's  towns  were  no  more  his  ov/n  than  his 
kingdom  was  his  own,  and  his  kingdom  was  no  more  his  own  than  his 
people  was  his  own.     If  the  King  had  a  property  in  his  towns,  what 
would  become  of  the  fubjedts*  property  in  their  houfes  therein  ?    If  he 
had  a  property  in  his  kingdom,  what  would  become  of  the  fubjeds* 
property  in  their  lands,  or  of  their  interefts  in  the  towns  and  forts  of 
the  kingdom,  or  in  the  kingdom  itfclf,    if  his  majefty  might  difpofe 
of  them  at  pieafure,  or  of  their  liberties  ;  if  he  had  the  fame  right  in 
their  perfons  that  every  fubjed  had  in  their  lands  and  goods  ?    Tlie  er- 
roneous maxim  being  infufed  into  princes,  that  their  kingdoms  were 
their  own,  and  that  they  might  do  with  them  what  they  would,  as  if 
their  kingdoms  v/ere  for  them,  and  not  they  for  their  kingdoms,  was     - 
the  root  of  the  mifery  of  fubjeds,  and  the  invading  their  juft  rights  and 
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Ann.  1642.        The  arguments  urged  by  the  parliament,  in  defence 
of  their  conduct,  excited  a  rcfcntmcnt  which  flung  off 

properties.     They  were  only  truded  with  their  kingdoms,  their  towns,  • 
their  people,  with  the  public   treafure  of  the  Common-wealth,    and 
whatlbever  was  bought  therewiili,  for  the  good  and  fafety,  and  beft  ad- 
vantage thereof:  by  the  known  law  of  the  land,  the  very  jewels  of  the 
crown  were  not  the  King's  proper  goods.     As  the  King  was  enrrufted 
with  all  thefe,  For  the  ule  and  ornament  of  the  kingdom,  that  truft 
ought  to  be  managed  by  the  advice  of  tlie  houies  of  parliament,  whom 
•    the  people  had  trufted  to  fee  it  difcharged  according  to  the  condition 
and  true  intent  thereof.     At  this  time  there  were  many  plots  and  de- 
figns  of  force  againft  the  parliament  and  the  kingdom  -,  there  were  in- 
vafions  from  abroad,  intended   to  begin  at  Hull;  and   therefore,  in 
ler^ard  to  the  great  diftance,  and  alienation  of  his  majefty's  affcdions 
from  his  parliament,  they  had  commanded  Sir  John  Hotham  to  fecure 
the  town  and  magazine  of  Hull,  for  the  fervice  of  his  majcfty  and  his 
people  ;  and  had  juftified  him  for  executing  their  orders.     Admitting 
iliat  the  King  had  indeed  a  property  in  the  town  and  magazine  of  Hull, 
who  doubted  but  that  a  parliament  might  difpofe  of  any  thing  wherein 
his  majefty,  or  any  fubjeft,  had  a  right,  in  ftch  a  manner  as  the  king- 
dom might  not  be  expofed  to  hazard  ?    They  wouki  not  allow  a  few 
private  perfons  about  the  King,  or  even  the  King  himfelf,  in  his  own 
perlon,  to  be  judge  of  the  law  -,  and  that  contrary  to  the  highefl  court 
of  judicature.     For  what  his  majefty  mentioned  concerning  the  earl  of 
NewcalUe,  they  conceived  it  was  a  queftion  harder  to  be  anf>vered 
Why,  when  it  was  thought  neceflary  that  a  governor  (hould  be  placed 
in  that  town.  Sir  John  Hotham,  a  gentleman  of  known  fortune  and 
integrity,  of  whom  both  houfes  had  exprcfltd  their  confidence,  fliould 
be  rejefted,  and  the  earl  of  Ne^'caftle,  who  was  named  in  the  bufinefs 
of  bringing  up  the  army,  (hould  be  fcnt  down  in  a  private  way,  to  take 
upon  him  the  govcrnmenr,  under  the  guife  of  another  name  ?     For  the 
accufation  of  treafon  againft  Sir  John  Hotham,  on  the  llatute  of  25  Ed. 
III.  that  ftatute  had  declared  and  inftituted  twodiftind  fpecies  of  trea- 
fon ;  the  firft  to  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  Kinq-,  which  fe- 
cured  his  perfon  in  his  natural  capacity  as  a  man ;  the  Iccond  refpeded 
the  King's  political  capacity,  the  levying  war  againft  his  laws  and  au- 
thority.    The  levying  war  againft  thefe,  though  not  againft  the  Kind's 
perfon,  was  levying  war  againft  the  King  j  but  the  levying  force  ar^qinft 
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that  reftraint  of  modeft  language,  in  which  the  King's  Ann.  164a. 
circumflances  had  for  fome  time  obliged  him  to  cloath 

his  perfonal  commands,    though  accompanied  with  his  prefence,  and 
not  againft  his  laws  and  authority,  but  in  the  maintenance  thereof,  was 
not  levying  war  againft  the  King,  as  the  ftatute  itfelf  exprefled  -,  befides 
the  authority  of  book-cafes,  and  precedents  of  divers  traitors  condemned 
upon  that  interpretation  thereof:  for  if  the  claufe  of  levying  war  had 
been  meant  only  of  the  King's  perfon,  what  need  had  there  been  there- 
of, after  the  other  branch  of  treafon  in  the  fame  ftatute,  compafllng 
the  King's  death .?     Concerning  the  King's  declaring  Sir  John  Hotham 
a  traitor,  they  aflerted.  That  though  the  privilege  of  parliament  did 
not  extend  to  treafon,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  fo  as  to  exempt 
members  of  parliament  from  puniOiment,  nor  from  all  manner  of  pro- 
cefs  and  trial ;  yet  it  did  privilege  them  in  the  way  and  method  of  their 
trial  and  puniOiment ;  that  the  parliament  fhould  have  the  caufe  firft 
brought  before  them,  that  they  might  judge  of  the  faft,  and  of  the 
grounds  of  the  accufation,  and  how  far  their  trial  might  concern  the 
privilege  of  parliament;  otherwife  it  would  be  not  only  in  the  power 
of  the  King,    but  of  any  man,   under  pretence  of  treafon,    felony, 
or  breach  of  the  peace,  to  take  any  member  from  his  fervice  in  par- 
liament; and  fo  as  manjr,    one  after  another,  as  he  pleafed ;  which 
would  be  a  breach  of  fo  elTential  a  privilege  of  parliament,  as  that  its 
very  being  depended  on  it.     If  they  had  made  any  precedents,  they 
faid,  they  had  made  them  for  pofterity,  upon  the  fame  or  better  grounds 
of  reafon  and  law,  than  thofe  on  which  their  predeceflbrs  had  made  any 
forms ;  and,  as  fome  precedents  ought  not  to  be  rules  for  them  to  fol- 
low, fo  none  could  be  limits  to  bound  their  proceedings,  which  muft 
vary  according  to  the  different  conditions  of  times.     As°to  the  meflage 
of  the  twentieth  of  January,  they  alledged  that,  as  often  as  it  had  been 
repeated,  their  privileges  had  been  infringed  by  profcribing  a  way  and 
method  of  proceeding  to  them  ;  but  in  refped  of  the  matter  contained 
in  it,  they  had  excufed  points  of  ceremony,  and  fhould  ere  this  time 
have  prefented  the  chief  of  their  defires  to  the  King,  had  they  not  been 
interrupted  with  continual  denials  of  thofe  things  that  were  necefTary 
for  their  prefent  fecurity  and  fubfiftence ;  and  had  not  thofe  denials 
been  followed  with  fuch  perpetual  invedives  againft  them,  that  they 
had  little  encouragemcnr  to  hope  for  any  favourable  anfwer  to  their 
defires.     Evil  counfel,  they  faid,    had  not  only  feparated  the  Kinff 
Vol.  III.  LI  f,J 
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Ann.  1642.   his  pretenfions.    "  We  are  trufted  by  God  and  the  law^ 
fays  he,  and  have  taken  an  oath  to  difcharge  that  truft 
for  the  good  and  fafety  of  our  people :   may  any  things 
be  taken  from  a  man  becaufe  he  is  trufted  with  it  ? 
Nay,  may  the  perfon  himfelf  take  away  that  right  when 
he  will  and  how  he  will  *?     The  law  hath  been  other- 
wife  ;  and  wc  believe  will  be  fo  held,  noiwithftanding 
their  declaration.    But  this  truft  ought  to  be  managed 
by  their  advice.    Impoffible !   that  the  fame  truft  fliould 
be  irrevocably  committed  to  us  and  our  heirs  for  ever ; 
and  the  fame  truft,  and  a  power  above  that  truft,  be 
committed  to  others.  Did  not  the  people  that  fent  them 
look  upon  them  as  a  body  temporary  and  diflblviblc 
at  our  pleafure.^  and  can  it  be  believed  that  they  in- 
tended them  for  our  guardians  and  comptrollers  in  the 

from  his  parliament  in  diftancc  of  placf,  but  in  difcharge  of  the  joint 
truft  with  them,  for  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom :  they  in- 
treated  him  to  return  to  his  parliament,  which  would  put  him  into  pof- 
fcffion  of  his  town  of  Hull,  and  other  claims  of  fovereignty. 

Clarendon,  either  himfelf  deceived  by  prejudice  and  pafTion,  or  in^ 
tending  to  deceive  others,  fpeaking  of  the  immediate  time  of  paflinc 
this  declaration,  fays,  «  That  in  debates  of  the  higheft  confequence 
there  was  not  ufually  prefent  in  tlie  houfc  of  Commons  the  fifth  of  their 
juft  number ;»  whereas  it  appears,  by  a  divifion  on  a  claufe  of  the 
above  declaration,  that  there  were  1 64  members  prefent  at  the  paffing  it 
Thus  does  this  folemn  author  eftablifh  fallhood  for  fafl ;  and  then,  by  a 
long  ftring  of  arguments,  deduced  from  falfc  pofitions,  draw  thofc 
conclufions  which  bed  fuit  his  purpofes. 

The  flatutes  of  1 1  Rich.  II.  and  1  Hen.  IV.  ena^ed thirty-four  years 
after  the  ftatutc  of  25  Ed.  III.  authorifc  the  opinion  aflerted  in  the 
parliaments  declaration  concerning  the  diftindion  between  the  politi- 
ca  land  the  natural  capacity  of  the  King,  in  regard  to  treafoa.  Hujhands's 
ColUatons,  4to  t-d.  p.  26^,  ^  feq, 

•  This  is  a  point  of  the  doftrinc  of  indefcafiblc  right. 
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management  of  that  truft  which  God  and  the  law  hath  A„n.  .5,,. 
gianted  to  us  and  our  pofterity  for  ever  *  >      What  the 
extent  of  their  commiffion  and  truft  is,  nothing  can 
better  teach  them  than  the  writ  whereby  we  called 
them :  and  without  that  call  they  could  not  have  come 
together  f,  "  to  be  our  counfeilors,  not  commanders  " 
For  however  they  frequently  confound  them,  the  offices 
are  feveral;  and  counfeilors  not  in  all  things  but  in  fome 
things.      They  may  eafily  find  among  their  precedents 
that  queen  Ehzabeth,  upon  whofe  good  time  all  good 
men  00k  wuh  reverence,  committed  one  Wentworth,  a 
member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fitting  in  the  houfe, 
but  for  propofing  that  they  might  advife  the  queen  in 
a  matter  fhe  thought  they  had  nothing  to  do  to  mcd- 

tain  the  authority  of  fovereientl  in  it      '""''i""Sal  powers  tomain-- 
urged  by  firoJnLm^^Tl       v    °''"  P"*^"'  ^"'^  "^  «  '^gth 

ter  of  an  iniquTtous  Sudol  he'  ITf  ""  ^^P'^'  ^'"'"2  *«  "«• 

Of  there  pop'lJ^^trtil  LlafeftVbL^d'^^^ 

reignty  in  a  manner  that  fhould  oblige  ,hemt    'IrH        t'"!^'  "'''■ 

poles  5  that  is,  to  vielH  im  ,11  r  coincide  with  his  pur- 

ftrume'nts  of  \^^y(:^Z;\^T:tZlY'^'T'  '"  '"~""  - 
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Ann.  1642.  die  in  *.  Were  not  the  parliament  trufled  by  us,  continues 
the  King,  when  we  firfl  fent  for  them  ?  And  were  they 
not  trufled  by  us,  when  we  pafTed  them  our  promifc, 
that  we  would  not  diflblve  them  ?  Can  it  be  prefumcd, 
that  we  truiled  them  with  a  power  to  deilroy  us  ;  and 
to  dijQTolve  our  government  and  authority  f  ?  Were  they 
not  trufled  by  thofe  that  fent  them  ?  and  were  they 
trufled  to  alter  the  government  of  church  and  flate,  and 
make  themfelves  perpetual  di<^ators  over  the  King  and 
people  i  ?'* 

*  The  arbitrary  authority  cxcrciled  by  this  queen  is  the  model  to 
which  Charles  offered  to  reduce  his  power,  after  all  thofe  advantages 
the  popular  intereft  had  gained,  by  a  fpirited  oppofition  to  his  tyranni- 
cal adminiflration.  • 

-f  The  aft  of  the  continuance  of  the  parliament  was  not  a  matter  of 
Charles's  ele6tion  :  the  parliament  had  voted  tonnage  and  poundage 
for  no  longer  a  period  than  two  months  ;  and  as  this  branch  was  more 
than  half  the  revenue,  the  King  could  not  fupport  his  government  with- 
out it.  It  was  therefore  in  the  power  of  the  parliament  to  continue 
themfelves  as  long  as  they  pleafcd,  or  as  the  people  would  fubmit  to 
their  authority ;  feeing  the  King,  at  this  time,  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  enter  into  the  extremities  of  a  civil  war,  and  thus  to  defend  any  new 
violation  of  law.  «• 

J  On  the  fubjeft  of  this  difpute  concerning  Hull,  Charles  quoted  a 
ftatute  made  m  1 1  Hen.  VII.  to  provide  in  thefe  times,  when  the  pof- 
fcfllon  of  the  crown  was  very  precarious,  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who 
fhould  adhere  to  the  acknowledged  king.  The  parliament  argued. 
That  the  meaning  of  this  ftatute,  which  provided  that  none  that  fhould 
attend  upon  the  King,  and  do  him  true  fervicc,  fhould  be  attainted  or 
forfeit  any  thing,  if  conftrued  in  a  conftitutional  fenfe,  fecured  all  thofe 
that  followed  the  judgment  of  parliament  for  their  guide  :  the  duty  of 
allegiance  was  expreffcd  in  this  ftatute  to  be,  to  fervc  the  King,  for  the 
time  being,  in  his  wars  for  the  defence  of  him  and  the  land  ;  and  not 
following  the  king  in  any  cafe  whatfoever  againft  the  kingdom  and  its 
laws.     It  muft  be  undcrftood  to  be  following  him  againft  the  law  of  the 
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The  militia  bill,  which  the  King  had  offered  the  Ann.  1642. 
parliament,  granted  the  power  for  one  year  to  thofe  who 
had  been  nominated  by  the  two  houfes  in  their  firfl 
ordinance,  fubjeding  the  execution  of  this  trufl  to  the 
authority  of  the  whole  legiflature,  whilfl  the  King  was 
in  England  ;  and  to  the  two  houfes  only,  during  his 
abfence.  Many  of  thofe  who  had  been  nominated  in 
the  firfl  ordinance  were  in  adlual  attendance  on  the  court 
at  York,  and  in  declared  oppofition  to  the  parliament. 
The  parliament  altered  the  bill,  by  extending  the  time 
to  two  years,  changing  fome  of  the  commifiioners 
names,  and  confining  their  power  to  rebellion,  infur- 
re(5lion,  and  foreign  invafion  ;  and  fubjedling  their  au- 
thority to  the  King's  command,  fignified  by  both  houfes 
of  parliament. 

Charles,  having  been  thwarted  in  the  execution  of  tJwi^ King re- 
his  intended  journey  to  Ireland,  pofitively  refufed  to  liament-s  bin 

•^  '  to  fettle  the 

land,  if  againft  the  parliament,  which  was  the  reprefentative  body  of 
the  kingdom.  This  was  a  declining  from  the  duty  of  allegiance,  which 
the  ftatute  fuppofedjnight  be  done,  though  men  ftiould  follow  the 
King's  perfon  in  the  war,  as  appeared  by  the  provifo  at  the  end  of  ir, 
«  That  none  (hould  take  benefit  thereby,  that  declined  from  their  al- 
legiance." The  fervice  of  the  King,  for  the  time  being,  could  not  be 
underftood  of  other  than  one  who  was  acknowledged  king  by  the  par- 
liament ;  and  if  the  judgment  of  the  padiament  muft  be  followed  when 
the  queftion  was.  Who  is  king  ?  much  more  muft  it,  when  the  quef- 
tion  was.  What  is  the  beft  fervice  of  the  king  and  kingdom  .?  In  regard 
to  the  difpute  concerning  the  right  to  fovereignty  claimed  by  the  King, 
and  at  prefent  exercifed  by  the  padiament,  the  authority  of  the  latter 
was  founded  on  thejufteft  bafis  of  government,  viz.  the  willing  fub- 
miflion  of  the  people,  who,  at  a  time  when  they  were  in  a  condition  to 
exert  their  natural  ftrength,  oppofed  the  pretenfions  of  the  King,  and 
fubmitted  to  thofe  of  the  padiament.     Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  X.  p.  502.    vol. 

XI.  p.  1x2,  ^/fj.    Hu/baTids*sColle^ms,^,26s,^fei>    ' 
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Hlandt's'   ?^^'  ^^^  ^'"'  alleging  that  the  alterations  had  given  to 
coiicdions,  iubjeds  an  abfolutc  power  *.      He  infifted  that  he  was 

•  He  forbid  the  parliament  to  put  their  ordinance  in  execution.  He 
was  confident,  he  faid,  if  they  attempted  it,  he  fhould  find  more  obe- 
dience accordmg  to  law,  than  they  would  do  againft  law  :  he  fhould 
cfteem  all  thofe  who  Ihould  obey  them  as  dillurbers  of  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  would  in  due  feafon  call  them  to  a  legal  account. 

On  the  receiving  a  denial  to  the  militia  bill,  with  another  meflage,  in 
which  the  Kmg  demanded  juftice  againft  Sir  John  Hotham,  and  aflcrted 
a  property  m  Hull ;  the  Lords,  in  a  conference  with  the  Commons,  pro- 
pofed  that  the  parliament  might  fpeedily  confider  of  namincr  thofe  ill 
counfellors  who  advifed  the  King  to  fuch  mefTages,  that  fome  courfe 
might  be  taken  to  bring  them  to  punilhment :  they  often  importuned 
the  Commons  on  the  fame  fubjeft. 

A  declaration  was  fet  forth  by  the  parliament,  in  which  they  complained 
of  the  Kmg's  infincerity  :  «  He  had,  they  faid,  contrary  to  their  advice 
declmcd  an  ordinance  which  they  had  paflcd,  and  held  neceflary  for  the 
peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom  -,  and  had,  by  feveral  meflages,  invited 
them  to  fettle  the  militia  by  ad  of  parliament,  faying  he  never  denied 
the  thmg,  only  denied  the  way  j  that  he  took  exceptions  to  the  preface, 
as  not  ftanding  with  his  honour,  and  that  himfelf  was  excluded  in  the 
execution,  and  for  a  time  unlimited  :  whereupon  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, on  his  majefty's  ofl=cring  them  a  bill  ready  drawn  to  exprefs  their 
carncft  zeal  to  correfpond  with  his  defires,  no  way  declining  tiieir  ordi- 
nance as  illegal,  did  entertain  the  Tame;  and  therein  omitted  t1»e  preamble 
inferted  before  the  ordinance,  limited  the  time  to  lefs  than  two  years, 
and  confined  the  authority  of  the  lieutenants  to  three  particulars,  viz! 
rebellion,  infurredion,  and  foreign  invafion.     What  muft  be  the  excep- 
tions to  this  bill,  fays  the  declaration,  not  any  fure  that  were  to  the  or- 
dinance :  that  was  excepted  againft  becaufe  that  the  difpofing  and  execu- 
tion thereof  was  referred  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  his  majefty 
excluded  ;  and  now,  that  by  this  bill  the  power  and  execution  is  afcer- 
tained,  and  reduced  to  particulars,  his  majefty  will  not  truft  the  perfons; 
the  power  is  too  great,  too  unlimited.       His  majefty,  for  the  fpace  of 
above  fifteen  years  together,  thought  not  a  power  far  exceeding  this,  to 
be  too  great  to  truft  particular  perfons  with,  to  whofe  will  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  by  martial  law,  was  made  fubjedt :  for  fuch  was 
the  power  given  to  the  lord-lieutenants  and  deputy-lieutenants,  in  every 
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not  bound  by  any  promife  he  had  made,  to  pafs  the 
militia-bill,  which  had  been  tendered  to  him  by  the 

county  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  that  without  the  confent  of  his  people, 
or  authority  of  law  :  but  now,  in  cafe  of  extreme  neceflity,  upon  advice 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  for  no  longer  a  fpace  than  two  years,  a 
leficr  power  is  thought  too  great  to  truft  particular  perfons  with."  The 
declaration  concludes  with  a  refolution  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  to 
aflert  their  ordinance,  and  a  command  to  all  perfons  in  authority  to  put 
ic  in  execution. 

The  parliament  having  printed  and  publiftied  their  declaration,  with- 
out the  ufual  ceremony  of  fending  it  to  the  King,  he  prefaced  his  reply 
with  an  apology,  that  though  he  well  undcrftood  how  much  it  was  below 
the  high  and  royal  dignity  wherein  God  had  placed  him,  to  take  notice* 
much  more  to  trouble  himfelf  with  anfwering  thofe  many  fcandalous  fe- 
ditious  pamphlets  and  printed  papers  which  were  fcattered  throughout 
the  kingdom ;  yet,  he  was  contented  to  let  himfelf  fall  to  any  office  that 
might  undeceive  his  people,  and  to  take  more  pains  with  his  pen  than 
ever  King  did,  when  he  found  any  thing  that  feemed  to  carry  the  autho- 
rity and  reputation  of  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Hyde,  afterwards 
earl  of  Clarendon,  boafts  the  having  compofed  and  penned  all  the  pa- 
pers publilhed  in  the  King's  name,  during  the  conteft  between  him  and 
the  parliament.  The  King,  in  this  apology,  claims  to  himfelf  the  fole 
reputation  of  thcfe  performances.  On  the  fubjefl  of  this  difpute  be- 
tween the  King  and  parliament,  touching  the  militia,  a  little  trad  was 
publilhed,  in  which  the  queftion  is  very  clearly,  fully,  and  logically  an- 
fwered  on  the  fundamental  grounds  of  juft  and  free  government,  viz. 
That  there  was  in  laws  an  equitable  and  a  literal  fenfe.  His  majefty,  let  it 
be  granted,  was  entrufted  by  law  with  the  militia;  but  it  was  for  the  good 
and  prefervation  of  the  people  :  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  Com- 
mon-wealth would  by  law  entruft  the  King  with  the  militia  againft  them-, 
felves.  That  when  there  was  a  certain  appearance,  that  the  letter  of  the 
law  ftiould  be  improved  againft  the  equity  of  it,  it  gave  liberty  to  the 
commanded  to  refufe  obedience  to  the  letter ;  the  execution  of  the  laws 
according  to  their  equity  and  reafon,  being  that  fpirit  that  gave  life  to 
authority.  This  bold  affertion  of  the  rights  of  mankind  gave  fuch  dif- 
guft  to  the  King,  that  he  ftigmatifed  this  pamphlet  as  one  of  the  moft 
faaious  performances  which  had  been  written  againft  him ;  and  fcnt  a 
rocifage  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  recommending  to  them  to  ufe  all  poffi- 
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parliament.      Since  the  votes  upon    lord-lieutenants, 
he  faid,  and  their  commiffions,  begun  by  him  or  his 
father, '  had  fo  difcountenanced  an  authority,  which  for 
many  years  together  was  happily  looked  upon  with  re- 
verence and  obedience  by  the  people  ;  he  had,  and  did 
think  it  neceflary,  that  fome  wholefome  law  fhould 
be  provided  for  the   bufinefs  of  fettling  the  militia  j 
but  he  expcdcd  that  that  neceffary  power  fliould  be 
firft  invefted  in   him,  before  he  confented  to  transfer 
it  to  other  men  ;  neither  could  it  ever  be  imagined, 
that  he  would  confent  that  a  greater  power  iliould  be 
in  the  hands  of  fubjeds  than  was  judged  worthy  to 
be  trufled  with  himfclf :  If  it  was  not  thought  fit  to 
make  a  new  a^,  in   that  point,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
he  Ihould  be  able  to  grant  commiffions,  which  would 
legally  enable  thofe  he  trufted  to  do  all  offices  for  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  if  any  diflurbance 
Ihould  happen.     Whilil  there  was  fo  great  liberty  ufed 
in  voting  men  to  be  enemies  to  the  common-wealth, 
an  Englifh  phrafe  he  fcarcely  imderftood  *,  and  in  cen- 

blc  care  and  diligence  in  finding  out  the  author,  and  to  give  direftion 
to  his  learned  counfel  to  proceed  againft  him  and  the  publilhers    as  per- 
fons  who  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  fedition  againa  his   majefty  :    He 
doubted  not  but  they  were  very  lenlible  how  much  thei^r  own  particu- 
lar  intereft,  as  well  as  the  public  government  of  the  kingdom,  mufc 
be  (haken,  if  fuch  licence  (hould  be  permitted  to  bold  f^^»o"f.  J^P""'^^' 
to  withdraw  his  fubjeds'  ftrid  obedience  from  the  laws  eftabhlhed  by 
fuch  treafonablc  diftindions :  He  expeded  a  fpecdy  acount  of  their  Lord- 
fhips  exemplary  juftice.     The  Lords  not  returning  an  anfwer  to  this 
preffing  meflkge,  the  King  particularly  complained  of  the  negled.    ParL 
Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  4H  .,  ^fiq.    HuJlands'sColUmons,  p.  171,  ^ M-    ^^fi' 
worth,  vol.  IV.  p.  542,  ^M' 

♦  The  King  here  (hews  his  difapprobation  of  the  term  Common- 
wealth :  it  began  to  be  ufed  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  on  ^the 
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furing  men  for  their  fervice  and  attendance  on  his  per-  Ann.  1642. 
fon,  and  in  his  lawful  commands,  great  heed  mull  be 
taken  into  what  hands  he  committed  fuch  a  power,  to 
fupprefs  infurredlions  and  rebellion:  If  there  was  learn- 
ing found  out  to  make  Sir  John  Hotham's  taking  up 
arms  againfl  him,  and  keeping  his  town  and  fort  from 
him,  no  treafon  and  rebellion,  he  did  not  know  whether 
a  new  difcovery  might  not  find  it  rebellion  in  him  to 
defend  himfelf  from  fuch  arms,  and  to  endeavour  to 
recover  what  was  taken  from  him.  That  declaration 
to  which  this  was  an  anfwer,  whether  it  had  refuted 
his  reafons  or  not,  it  had  required  all  perfons  in  autho- 
rity to  put  the  ordinance  in  prefent  execution ;  and  all 
others  to  obey  it,  according  to  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  land  * ;  but  he,  whom  God  had  trufled  to  maintain 
and  defend  thofe  fundamental  laws,  did  declare,  that 
there  was  no  legal  power  in  either  or  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  without  his 
confent,  to  command  any  part  of  the  militia  of  this 
kingdom.  Here  follows  a  charge  to  all  the  fubjedts, 
upon  their  allegiance,  and  as  they  would  anfwer  it  on 
their  peril,  not  to  put  the  ordinance  of  parliament  into 
execution.  A  proclamation  foon  after  ifliicd  out,  to  Procia- 
the  fame  purport,  on  the  authority  of  a  llatute  of  the 
feventh  of  Edward  the  Firft,  in  which  it  was  declared, 

earlieft  dawn  of  that  tafte  for  Liberty,  which  was  at  prefent  at  its  utmoft 
acme  in  this  country. 

•  The  marquis  of  Hertford,  the  earls  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln, 
with  the  lord  Strange,  having  been  nominated  in  the  ordinance,  excufed 
themfelves  from  accepting  of  lieutenancies :  the  lord  Pager,  who  had 
accepted  of  this  office,  and  appointed  his  deputies,  threw  up  his  com- 
miflion.     Pari.  Hift.  vol.  X.  p.  482,  i^  feq. 

Vol.  hi.  M  ra  That 


mation. 


i«* 


Ann.  1642. 


The  parlia- 
ment coun- 
termand the 
di(!itates  of 
the  King's 
procla- 
;nnauon. 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 

That  to  the  King,  by  his  royal  feigniority,  it  belonged 
to  defend  wearing  of  armour,  and  all  other  force  a- 
gainfl  the  peace  ;  and  to  punifh  them  that  do  contrary. 
Thi6  was  met  with  a  countermand  from  the  parlia- 
ment *. 

Charles,  on  his  firft  arrival  at  York,  found  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country  very  cautious  in  offering  their 
fervices  ;  and  the  court,  for  fome  time,  carried  a  very 
mournful  and  folitary  afped.  This  did  not  continue 
long ;  the  malignants  flocked  in  great  numbers  to  this 
place  of  fafety  ;  mofl  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  of 
large  property  in  the  kingdom,  from  a  variety  of  caufes, 
efpoufed  the  fallen  eflate  of  monarchy :  Some  looking 

*  They  aflerted,  that  the  declaration  of  7  Ed.  I.  was  not  to  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  was  quoted  in  the  King's  proclamation  -,  it  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  queflion.  Whether,  if  the  King  fhould  refufe  to  dif- 
charge  that  duty  and  truft,  there  was  not  a  power  in  the  two  houfes  to 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  parliament  and  peace  of  the  kingdom  ? 
It  was  acknowledged  that  the  King  was  the  fountain  of  juftice  and  pro- 
tedion  ;  but  thefe  a«5ts  of  juftice  and  proteftion  were  not  exercifed  in 
his  own  pcrfon,  nor  did  they  depend  on  his  pleafure,  but  by  his  courts 
and  his  minifters,  who  muli  do  their  duty  therein,  though  the  King 
Ihould  forbid  them.  The  parliament  was  not  only  a  court  of  judica- 
ture, enabled  by  the  laws  to  adjudge  and  determine  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  kingdom,  againft  fuch  patents  and  grants  of  his  ma- 
jefty  as  were  prejudicial  thereto,  although  ftrengthened  by  his  perfonal 
command,  and  by  his  proclamation  under  the  great  feal ;  but  it  was 
^ikewife  a  council  to  provide  for  the  necefTity,  to  prevent  the  imminent 
danger,  and  preferve  the  public  peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  declare  the  King's  pleafure  in  thole  things  that  were  requifite  thereto  ; 
and  what  they  did  therein  had  the  ftamp  of  royal  authority,  though 
his  majefty,  feduced  by  wicked  counfel,  did  in  his  own  perfon  op- 
pofe  or  interrupt  the  fame.  The  King  by  his  fovereignty  was  not 
enabled  to  deftroy  his  people,  but  to  proted  and  defend  them. 
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yet  4pon  the  King  as  the  only  fource  of  honour  and  Ann.  1642. 
riches,  expected  to  gain  rank  and  preferments  by  at- 
taching^ themfelves  to  his  fortune  in  this  time  of  ad- 
verfity :  Others,  and  thefe  were  the  greater  number,  men 
of  abjed  minds,  who  priding  themfelves  in  a  fancied 
fuperiority  of  ilation,   dreaded  more  than  flavery  that 
equal  partition  of  privilege  and  Liberty  to  which  the 
fpirit  of  the  times  was  vifibly  tending i  Others,  of  timid 
natures,  apprehended  the  precarious  grounds  on  which 
the  parliament  had  difcarded  the  common  forms  of  the 
conftitution,  and   affumed  powers   unknown  to  later 
age^,   fupported  only  in  thefe  high  a(5ls  by  the  incli- 
nations of  the  people,  whofe  volatile  temper,  moulded 
to  their  purpofes  to-day,  might  to-morrow  forfake  their 
adventurous  leaders,  and  bow  their  willing  necks  to 
the  familiar  yoke  of  regal  power:   Some,  whofe  con- 
fciences,  bafely  enilaved  to  the  doctrines  of  priefts,  con- 
founding political  duties  with  a  dark  miilaken  fenfe  of 
religion,   fubmitted  with  fuperftitious  reverence  to  the 
claims  of  the  crown  and  the  mitre,  and  regarded  it  as 
an  a(5l  of  devotion  to  fupport  prerogatives  they  had  been 
taught  to  look  lopon  as  facred  and  of  divine  original : 
Some  there  wer^who,  though  poffeffed  of  fuperiority 
of  fortune  and  ftation  to  the  popular  leaders,  yet  being 
inferior  in  point  of  abilities  and  virtue,   were  unable 
to  attain   their  reputation   and  influence  :    thefe,  with 
envious  affections,  curfed  that  caufe  which,  if  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  mull  yet  farther  advance  the  power  and 
fortunes  of  the  men  they  hatedr]  Others  again,  of  loofc 
morals,  afpiring  to  nothing  but  the  eafy  enjoyment 
of  vicious  life,  abided  by  the  rights  of  the  crown,  be- 
caufe  they  were  fecure  of  finding,  in  the  riotous  luxu- 
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Ann.  1642.  ries  of  a  court,  all  thofe  wanton  amufements  from 
which  the  fober  manners  and  rigid  virtue  of  the  par- 
liamentary party  would  have  totally  debarred  them  *. 

The  defection  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty  was  much 

greater  in  the  upper  than  in  the  lower  houfe.    No  lefs 

Nine  peers     than  nine  peers  were  impeached  by   the  Commons, 

ir/cot*^^'  ^or  departing  f  without  leave,  and  flill  continuing  at 


mons. 


*  One  of  tlic  chief  motives  which  a6liiated  the  fons  of  Brutus  to  at- 
tempt the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy  of  Rome,  was  the  indulgence 
of  a  vicious  licentioufnefs  which  they  had  pradifed  under  the  example 
and  protedtion  of  a  court,  and  of  which  they  found  themfelvcs  deprived 
when  the  laws  recovered  their  full  force. 

♦  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  on  a  call  of  the  houfe  of  Peers,  it  was 
found,  that  thirty-two  peers  were  abfent,  and  with  the  King  at  York  ; 
in  two  or  three  days  after,  five  more  deferted  the  fervicc  of  parliament. 
On  the  fixteenth  of  June,  the  houfe  of  Commons  being  called,  fixty- 
five  members  were  abfent :  on  this  deficiency  a  refolution  pafled.  That 
the  abfent  members  fhould  not  fit  in  the  houfe  till  they  had  made  their 
excufe  to  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  and  that  excufe  al- 
lowed of  by  the  houfe.  The  fame  committee  were  authorifed  to  levy 
the  fines  of  lool.  which,  by  a  former  refolution,  had  been  impofed 
on  abfent  members.  To  oblige  members  to  a  methodical  attendance 
on  the  public  bufinefs,  it  was  ordered,  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  thofe 
who  were  not  at  prayers  at  eight  o'clock  every  morning  fhould  pay 
twelve- pence  to  the  poor.  The  King,  in  hopes  of  leflening  the  credit 
of  the  parliament,  had  ordered  his  friends  in  both  houfes  to  abfent  them- 
felves  from  the  councils  of  thefe  aiTemblies  ;  and  then  endeavoured  to 
inculcate  the  opinion,  that  they  were  driven  away  by  tumults.  His 
hiftorian  Clarendon  gives  a  variety  of  reafons  for  thefe  men  forfaking 
the  duty  of  their  office,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  piece  of  very  ill  po- 
licy, fince  it  occafioned  all  the  King's  enemies  to  carry  their  meafures 
into  execution  without  oppofition.  The  Commons,  on  very  juftifiable 
grounds,  expelled  all  thofe  who  refufed  to  obey  their  fummons  of  at- 
tendance, and  ifllied  out  new  writs  to  choofe  other  members  in  their 
room.     'Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  538. 
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York,  notwithftanding  a  fummons  and  command  to  re-  Ann.  1641. 
turn  to  the  duties  of  their  office.    For  this  high  affront 
and  contempt  of  both  houfes,  and  by  fuch  demeanour 
juftly  fufpe(n:ed  to  promote  a  civil  war,  they  were  fen- 
tenced  to  lofe  their  vote  and  privilege  in  the  prefent  par- 
liament 5  and  to  Hand  committed  to  the  Tower,  during 
the  pleafure  of  the  houfe*.     The  great  refort  to  the 
King's  court  had  an  obvious  influence  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Yorkfhire  gentry.     The  parliament,   to  prevent 
their  total  defeiSlion,  fent  down  the  lord  Howard  of  Ef- 
rick,   the  lord  Fairfax,  Sir  Hugh  Cholmley,  Sir  Henry  ^co'r^^^^!, 
Cholmley,  and  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  all  men  of  rank  and  ^°^- ^^• 
property  in  the  county  of  York,   as  a  committee  to  re- 
fide  about  the  court,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  King, 
to  counteravSl  his  proje(5ls,  to  vindicate  the  authority  of 
parliament,  and  to  juflify  their  intentions  from  falfe 
afperfions.   The  King,  taking  up  a  higher  ftyle  than  he  Pari.  Hift. 
had  hitherto  ufed  to  any  that  were  immediately  com-  voi.x.p.511., 
mifnoned  from  the  parliament,  ordered  them  to  return 

*  Clarendon  reprefents  this  as  an  high  breach  of  privilege,  for  the 
lower  houfe  to  interfere  in  a  matter  fo  entirely  belonging  to  the  upper 
houfe.  The  fa<5k  is  not  only  unfairly  ftated  by  this  hiftorian,  but  the 
conclufions  drawn  from  it  are  partial  and  prejudiced  :  the  Lords  them- 
fclves  invited  the  Commons  to  take  a  part  in  a  bufinefs  which,  they 
faid,  concerned  the  fafety  of  the  realm,  and  the  very  being  of  parlia- 
ments. The  critical  time  of  this  difobedience  rendered  the  ofience  a 
public  one ;  and  it  was  in  this  fenfe  alone  that  the  Commons,  as  the 
general  inquifitors  of  the  kingdom,  impeached  the  offenders.  "  The 
withdrawing  themfelves  from  parliament,  faid  they,  is  co-operating  with 
the  defigns  of  that  party  from  whofe  malignant  oppofition  the  nation  is 
daily  threatened  with  the  horrors  of  a  civU  war.  Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  XU 
p.  188,  195,  200,  325. 
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Ann.  1642.  to  London  *.  They  pleaded  their  command  to  continue 
about  his  perfon,  and  to  endeavour  to  keep  the  peace 
of  the  country.  On  this  he  told  them,  that  if  they 
would  pofitively  difobey  him,  and  flay,  he  advifed  them 
not  to  make  any  party,  or  hinder  his  fervice  in  the 
country  ;  for  otherwife,  he  would  clap  them  up.  They 
replied,  with  firmncfs,  that  they  had  undertaken,  and 
were  bound  in  duiy  and  honour  to  obferve,  the  in- 
ftru(5tions  they  had  received ;  nor  could  they  be  com- 
manded from  executing  them,  without  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  parliament  f. 

*  The  hopes  of  the  party  were  at  tliis  time  very  high,  as  may  be  ken 
by  a  letter  written  by  colonel  Wilmot,  an  agent  in  the  conlpiracy  to 
bring  up  the  army,  to  one  Crofts,  in  Holland,  intercepted  by  a  fliip 
ftationed  on  the  northern  coafts :  it.exemplifies  the  condu(5b,  manners, 
and  way  of  thinking  of  the  court  and  its  dependants.  "  Dear  Will, 
by  thefe  laft  letters  to  the  queen,  you  will  find  a  great  alteration  of  bu- 
fmefs  here :  the  King,  that  very  lately  appeared  almoft  abandoned  by 
all  his  fubjefts,  is  now  become  the  favourite  of  the  kingdom ;  yet  I 
believe  his  enemies  are  not  fo  negledled  as  not  to  be  able  to  raiie  an 
army  to  oppofe  him  :  and  indeed  here  lies  the  teft  ;  for  they  will  be  fol- 
lowed juft  enough  to  forfeit  their  eftates,  which,  I  have  often  heard 
you  fay,  were  better  bellowed  on  fome  of  us.  Yefterday  there  came  a 
mefienger  from  the  houfe,  who  had  an  order,  and  did  likewife  raife  the 
power  of  the  country,  to  entreat  Berkley,  Alhburnham,  and  myfelf  to 
come  to  fpcak  to  the  houfe ;  but  the  King  gave  the  mefienger  a  fhort 
anfwer,  and  an  officer  or  two  gave  him  a  fliort  cudgel  i  fo  he  is  returned 
to  London,  a  fine  gentleman  with  his  arm  in  a  fcarf."  Pari.  Hiji. 
vol.  XI.  p.  260,  ^  feq. 

-f-  Though  thefe  men  had  done  nothing  to  incur  the  penalty  of  the 
law,  yet  Clarendon  feems  to  lament  it,  as  a  particular  inftance  of  the 
King's  prefent  tickliOi  condition,  that  he  could  not  either  commit  them 
to  prifon,  or  expel  them  the  city  of  York,  or  inhibit  them  the  freedom 
of  the  court.  The  King's  threats  occafioned  a  declaration  from  both 
houfes,  That  any  perfon  whatfocver,  who  ftiould   arreft  or  imprifon 

thofe 


CHARLES 


L 


271 


Charles,  thinking  himfelf  pretty  fecure  of  the  afTec-  Ann.  1642. 
tions  of  the  Yorkfliire  gentry,  had  fummoned  them 
to  attend  him  on  the  i  2  th  of  May  *;  the  purpofc  of  this 
meeting  being  to  levy  forces,  under  the  pretence  of  a 
guard  for  the  King's  perfon.  The  committee  employed 
their  intercil  to  defeat  the  defign.  The  King  made  a 
fpeech  to  the  aflcmbly,  in  which  he  complained,  in 
bitter  terms,  of  the  difrefpedl  of  the  parliament,  the 
difobediencc  of  the  committee,  and  the  forlorn  con- 
dition to  which  he  was  reduced ;  and  concluded  with 
telling  them  he  meant  to  raife  a  guard  of  horfe  for 
the  fafety  of  his  own  perfon,  to  continue  no  longer 
than  the  neceflity  of  the  juncture  fliould  require,  and 
to  be  maintained  at  his  own  expence.  Previous  to  this 
fpeech,  fome  of  the  mefTages  which  had  palTed  between 
the  King  and  parliament  were  read,  whilil  feveral  per- 
fons,  who  had  been  placed  on  purpofe  near  the  King, 
applauded  his  mefTages  with  tumult  and  riot,  and  hiiTed 
and  reviled  thofe  of  the  parliament  with  indecent  lan- 
guage, faying  they  ought  to  fet  their  houfes  in  order, 
for  many  of  their  members  would  Hiortly  have  their 
heads  cut  oiFf.      This  low  infult  had  a  different  effed; 

thofe  lords  and  gentlemen,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  member  of 
cither  houfe  that  were  or  (hould  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  or  (hould  ofl^er  violence  to  them,  for  doing  any  thincr  in 
purfuance  of  their  commands,  fhould  be  held  difturbers  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  parliament,  and  public  enemies  of  the  ftate  ;  and  that  all  per- 
fons  were  bound  by  the  proteftation  to  bring  them  to  punifliment. 
Pari.  Hift.  vol.  X.  p.  514. 

t  The  parliament  pafifed  a  declaration  againfl  this  fummons.     Jour- 
nals of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  556. 

t  The  King  had  exprefsly  ordered  the  committee  to  attend,  with  an 
intent  to  mortify  them  with  this  infult. 
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Aaa.  1642.  from  that  to  which  it  was  intended,  difgu fling  even 
the  moderate  men  af  the  royal  party,  who  flill  retained 
a  veneration  for  parliaments.  The  committee  retired, 
with  the  reft  of  the  gentry,  to  take  the  King's  propofal 
into  confideration.  In  manly,  though  in  modeft  terras, 
they  expoftulated  with  them  on  the  rough  ufage  they 
had  received :  they  commimicated  to  them  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  parliament,  and  urged  the  neceflity  they 
were  under  to  obey  their  commands  :  they  juftified  the 
condud  of  this  aflembly  ;  and  aflerted,  that  their  care 
of  the  King's  perfon  was  fuch,  that  he  could  have  no 
need  of  guards.  Charles,  fearing  the  influence  of  fuch 
difcourfes,  fent  a  peremptory  order  to  the  committee, 
that  they  fliould  depart.  Twelve  men  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  confider  of  an  anfwer  to  the  King's  propo- 
rtion, the  bufmefs  of  the  day  was  finifhed :  the  com- 
mittee therefore  withdrew,  according  to  the  King's 
command  ;  but  withal  told  the  aflembly,  that  they  had 
a  right  to  allift  at  fuch  confultations,  being  free-holders 
of  the  county  -,  and  whenever  there  was  occafion  for 
their  prefcnce,  in  purfuance  of  their  inftrudlions,  they 
would  attend.  This  was  received  with  applaufe  from 
the  whole  company  ;  and  fuch  was  the  effedl  their  firm 
condudl  and  judicious  arguments  produced,  that  the 
King's  propofal  was  not  accepted  with  unanimous  ap- 
probation. Six  of  the  twelve  who  had  been  appointed 
for  the  forementioncd  buflnefs,  brought  in  an  anfwer, 
the  purport  of  which  was.  To  defire  the  King  to  im- 
part his  fears  to  the  parliament,  to  hearken  to  their  ad- 
vice, and  to  permit  the  committee,  for  whofe  fidelity 
and  honour  they  would  be  refponfiblc,  to  negociatc 
their  employment,  till  they  were  recalled  by  the  par- 
liament. 
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liament.     The  anfwer  which  the  other  fix  brought  in,  Am.  1642. 
wholly    acquiefced  with  the  King's   defire,    without 
other  condition  than  that  the  guard  fhould  be  all  gen- 
tlemen, and  unqucftionable  in   their  religion.      The 
fubfcribers  to  this  were  very  few  in  proportion  to  the 
number  that  figned  the  other.  Charles  met  witli  a  con- 
trad  itHrion  of  the  fame  kind  from  the  inferior  clafs  of 
free-holders,  of  whofe  inclinations  being  apprized,  he 
had  not  only  omitted  in  his  fummons,  but  in  their  re- 
pair to  the  city  of  York  had  forbid  them  to  attend  the 
place  of  meeting.   This  ufage  was  relented  with  proper 
fpirit:  the  free-holders,  to  the  number  of  many  thou- 
fands,  fent  up  a  petition,  in  which  they  fet  forth,  that 
they  had  not  only  been  denied  accefs  to  the  King,  and 
kept  back  by  violence,  but  had  been  prefTed  to  fubfcribe 
a  paper,  ftyled,  An  anfwer  to  his  majefty's  propofitions  ; 
and,  on  their  denial,  had  been  threatened,  that  when 
his  majefty's  army  was  on  foot,  they  that  refufed  fliould 
be  firft  pillaged:   they  intreated  the  King  to  prefen-e 
the  peace  of  the  county,  which  could  not,    they  faid, 
afford  that  honour  and  fafety  to  his  majefty  as  the  whole 
kingdom,  which  he  might  command,  if  united  to  his 
parliament  ;   and  hinted,  that  none  of  his   mandates 
could  be  legally  obeyed,  if  contrary  to  the  fcnfe  of  that 
affembly.      This  petition  they  followed  with  a  fpirited 
declaration,  in  which  they  protefted  againft  being  con- 
cluded  in  any  rcfolutions  of  that  referree  of  knights 
and  gentlemen  who  were  elcded  without  their  aflent. 

Notwithstanding  this  oppofition,  the  King  pur- T^«^  ^»nglc- 
fued  his  refolution  of  railing  levies  :  the  gentry  of  tlie  under  the 
county  were  fummoned  to  bring  in  their  horfe,  a  troop  |uwd.°^* 
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Aon.  ,642.  of  cavalry  was  formed,  and  a  regiment  of  train-bands, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Robert  Strickland,  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  King  *,  as  his  guard  of  foot. 
With  this  military  parade,  attended  by  the  duke  of  York, 
the  prince  EIec1:or,  and  all  the  nobility  who  had  followed 
his  fortunes,  with  his  whole  train  of  fervants,  he  met 
a  general  afTembly  of  free-holders,  whofe  affections  he 
found  it  necefTary  to  reconcile.  Curiofity  brought  a  mul- 
titude, to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand,  to  the  field 
of  meeting.  To  thefe  the  King  made  a  fpeech,  excufmg 
his  former  condud:,  on  tlie  pretence  of  the  largenefs 
of  their  body ;  and  that  time  and  convenicncy  was  to 
be  obferved  in  their  meeting :  he  then  talked  to  them 
of  the  dangers  he  had  run  at  Whitehall ;  that  he  par- 
ticularly trufted  that  part  of  his  dominions  to  rcfide  in  ; 
he  allured  them  he  would  never  ufe  their  obedience  but 
in  defence  of  the  orthodox  religion,  fettled  in  queen 
Elizabeth's  time,  and  the  laws  and  fundamental  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  country.  For  his  zeal  to  the  Proteftant 
faith,  he  refeiTed  the  world  to  his  daily  exercife  of  it, 
his  declarations  concerning  it,  and  to  his  execution  of 
the  laws  againfl  PapiRs  f ;  and  for  the  law,  it  being 

•  Orders  ifllied  from  the  two  houfes,  direfting  the  fheriffs  and  other 
officers  of  the  fcvcral  counties,  within  150  miles  of  York,  to  ftop  all 
arms  and  ammunition  going  to  that  city ;  and  to  fupprefs  the  raifing 
and  commg  together  of  any  foldicrs,  horfe  or  foot,  by  any  warrant, 
order,  or  commifTion  from  the  King.  The  preamble  to  thefe  orders 
begms  thus  :  «  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  King,  feduced  by  wicked 
counfcl,  intends  to  make  war  on  his  parliament,  and,  under  colour 
of  a  guard,  doth  command  troops,  both  of  horfc  and  foot,  toaflemble 
at  York,  &c" 

t  The  aflertion  of  fo  notorious  a  falfliood  was  a  piece  of  ill 
poJky»  uok6  the  King  wu  ui  hop«  to  paluadc  ihc  country  ch«t 


the  common  inheritance  of  his  people,  he  fliould  never  Ann.  1642. 
enforce  his  prerogative  beyond  it*.  For  his  refolution 
to  maintain  peace,  he  referred  them  to  his  former  fix- 
teen  years  reign:  if,  in  all  that  time,  he  had  not  caufed 
the  cfTufion  of  one  drop  of  blood,  it  muil  needs  be 
thought  that,  in  his  riper  judgment  in  government, 
he  fliould  never  open  fuch  ilTues  as  might  drown  him- 
felf  and  pofterity  f.  The  King  concluded  this  ha- 
rangue with  an  aflurance  that  he  never  intended  to  ufe 
foreigners,  or  any  difafFcc^ed  in  religion ;  for  which 
reafon  he  had  caufed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  be  given 
to  his  guard  ;  he  would  cafe  the  country  of  the  number 
of  train-bands,  whenever  tlicy  Ihould  think  it  con- 
venient time;  and  for  iheirbillct-moncy,  he  told  them, 
that  they  would  long  fmcc  have  been  paid,  but  that  no 
part  of  the  fubfidics  which  he  had  paffcd  liad  come  to 
his  hands  f.     A  petition,  containing  the  fenfe  of  the 

the  proceedings  of  this  parliament   againll  ihc  P^lpidi  were  coun- 
meafurcii. 

♦  The  King  rtlll  aflcrtr.  a  prerogative  in  the  crown  fvipcrior  cobw. 

f  What  could  the  King  mean  by  t\\i%  boall  ?  Bec&ufc,  when  tfccre 
was  no  oi^pofjtlon  to  his  tyranny,  he  did  not  wantonly  make  war  on  hii 
fuhjcAs,  was  this  an  argument  ilui  he  might  not  he  loclaftetl  10  do  ic 
when  his  will  was  refilled  ?  Or  was  not  the  aflertion,  Thic'hc  n>cvcr 
caufed  the  cfFufion  of  one  drop  of  bhxul,  falfc  >  Could  the  Ofcnxion  of 
dtfmcmbning  be  performed  without  the  efiufion  of  one  drop  of  bloods 
Were  thcfc  cruel  fentenccs  the  judgment  of  the  ordinar}*  courts  of jufbcc^^ 
Were  they  not  illci^al  inand;U(V<»  of  ihat  arbitrary  court  chc  $Ur-cham« 
ber,  whofe  condudt  was  immediately  dirtdled  by  the  will  of  chc  King  ? 

+  Part  of  the  billct-moncy,  and  what  wo*  owed  to  the  nofthetn coaiO' 
tics,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Scots  army,  had  been  paid  by  the  pir- 
IJamcnt.    Journah  of  tbeCommom^  vol.  II.  p.  515. 


N  n    2 


greater 


2']6 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


» 


Ann.  1642.  greater  part  of  the  county,  but  that  thwarted  the  in- 
tentions of  the  court,  was  prefented  to  the  King,  on 
this  occaiion,  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  a  man  of  amiable 
manners,  of  diilinguifhed  character,  and  of  large  pro- 
perty and  influence  in  the  county  *. 


u 


*  The  petition  fet  forth.  That  the  miferies  the  county  had  endured 
for  three  years  laft  pall,  in  having  been  the  feat  of  refidcnce  for  two 
great  armies,  was  become  much  more  heavy  by  his  majelly*s  diftance 
and  difference  in  councils  from  his  parliament ;  by  his  drawing  toge- 
ther, contrary  to  law,  companies  of  the  trained-bands,  both  horfe  and 
foot;  by  his  entertaining  commanders  and  cavaliers  from  other  parts; 
by  the  daily  refort  to  his  court  of  recufants  and  perlbns  difaffcdled  in 
religion  ;  by  the  great  preparations  of  arms,  and  other  warlike  provi- 
fion,  begetting  fears  of  wars,  to  the  great  terror  of  his  peaceable  fub- 
jefts,  and  the  decay  of  commerce  and  induftrious  courles  for  the  wealth 
and  profperity  of  the  county,  efpecially  of  cloathing,  its  main  fub- 
fiftence  :  It  folicited  the  King  to  rcdrefs  thefe  evils,  by  keeping  a  right 
underftanding  with,  and  hearkening  to,  the  councils  of  parliament;  and 
that  he  would  not  put  the  petitioners  upon  the  rock  of  denying  either 
the  duty  they  owed  to  his  majelty,  or  to  the  parliament  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  to  which  they  were  fo  deeply  engaged  by  their  proteftation ; 
and  that  whilft  he  exposed  the  performance  of  their  fervice,  they 
might  not  go  againft  their  duty  in  a  thing  they  Hood  refolved  by  no 
means,  either  of  fear  or  favour,  to  be  drawn  to.  They  intreated  the 
King,  that  the  lords  and  great  officers  called  away  by  his  command, 
might  be  fpeedily  returned  to  the  exercife  of  their  legiflative  duty,  that 
it  might  be  evident  to  the  world,  that  his  majefty  did  not  intend  to  de- 
cline the  law  which  enadted.  That  the  parliament  fliould  not  be  adjourned 
or  diflblved  without  their  own  content  ;  that  fince  his  majefty  had  gra- 
cioufly  declared  his  confidence  in  the  affcdions  of  the  county,  he  would 
not  think  it  fit  to  raile  an  extraordinary  guard ;  and  to  continue  the  ca- 
valiers and  others  of  that  quality  about  his  perfon  as  men  mod  ufeful 
and  as  if  kept  on  fome  defign,  they  not  having  intereft  in  or  aftedion  to 
the  public  good,  their  language  and  behaviour  fpeaking  nothincr  but 
divifions  and  wars,  and  their  advantage  confiding  in  that  which  was 
moft  deftrudive  to  others :  thtry  defired,  that  none  of  thefe,  or  any 
who  had  not  fortunes  in  the  county,  might  be  admitted  to  any  conful- 

tation 


' 


CHARLES 


I. 


277 


The  parliament  earneftly  petitioned  the  King  to  dif- Ann.  1642. 
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band  his  forces,  telling  him,  that  if  he  would  not  de-  Commons, 
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tation  that  day,  or  hereafter,  concerning  the  public  good  :  thefe  were 
the  only  probable  means  to  reftore  peace  and  plenty  to  the  kingdom, 
to  preferve  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  to  redeem  their  brethren  in  Ire- 
land. This  petition,  prefented  in  the  name  of  the  gentry,  minifters, 
freeholders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York,  was  rejeded 
by  the  King  with  an  imperious  difdain,  that  provoked  the  hatred  of  a 
man  who  proved  one  of  the  moft  formidable  of  his  enemies.  This  was 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  who,  as  he  held  forth  on  his  knees  the  petition, 
Charles  turned  from  him  with  that  infolent  fcorn,  that  Sir  Thomas 
was  very  near  being  trampled  under  his  horfe*s  feet.  The  eminence  of 
this  baronet's  ftation  and  credit  in  the  county,  and  the  amiablencfs  of 
his  charader,  ought  to  have  exempted  him  from  fuch  an  infult,  either 
on  the  principles  of  policy  or  humanity.  Charles  affeded  to  be  ignorant 
of  both  thefe  circumftances :  in  his  anfwer  to  a  remonftrance  of  the 
Commons,  on  the  fubjed  of  this  petinon,  he  fpeaks  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  as  a  man  undiftinguifhed  and  unknown.  "  It  is  true,  he  lays, 
a  petition  was  prefented  to  him  by  one  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  which  was 
avowed  by  no  man  but  himfclf,  and  difclaimed  by  the  general  acclama- 
tions of  the  people.*'  This  is  a  very  fufpicious  reprefentation  of  the  fad, 
feeing  the  party  in  the  county  of  York  againft  the  meafures  of  the  court 
was  very  powerful,  and  men  of  fortune  are  not  very  forward  to  appear 
lingle  in  matters  of  this  nature.  This  was  not  the  only  proof  the  King 
and  his  followers  gave,  that  their  prcfent  cloud  of  advcrfity  had  not 
abated  the  arrogance  of  their  prejudices  :  a  meflage  was  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  parliament,  exprefsly  commanding  them  not  to  aflift  at  the 
meeting.  The  earl  of  Lindfey  attended  with  a  troop  of  horfe,  fnatched 
out  of  a  gentleman's  hand  a  copy  of  the  fore -mentioned  petition,  which 
he  was  reading  to  a  parcel  of  people  at  their  defire,  calling  the  company 
traitorous  rogues  and  villains,  and  lifting  up  his  cane  to  the  gentle- 
man in  a  threatening  manner.  Sir  John  Bourchier  likewife  was  af- 
fronted in  the  fame  ftyle  by  lord  Savllle,  who  demanded  of  him  to  de- 
liver the  draught  of  the  petition,  which  he  was  reading  to  himfelf ; 
and,  on  his  refufal,  laid  his  hand  upon  the  belt  of  his  fword,  and 
almoft  pulling  him  off  his  horfe,  forced  the  paper  from  him,  telling 
him.  If  he  loved  fighting  he  fliould  have  fighting  enough :  many  of 
his  attendants,  holding  up  their.cancs,  told  him.  It  were  good  to  cane 

him» 
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Ann.  1642.  greater  part  of  the  county,  but  that  thwarted  the  in- 
tentions of  the  court,  was  prefented  to  the  King,  on 
this  occaiion,  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  a  man  of  amiable 
manners,  of  diilinguifhcd  charader,  and  of  large  pro- 
perty and  influence  in  the  county* 


*  The  petition  fet  forth.  That  the  miferies  the  county  had  endured 
ior  three  years  laft  pad,  in  having  been  the  feat  of  refidence  for  two 
great  armies,  was  become  much  more  heavy  by  his  majelly's  diftance 
and  difference  in  councils  from  his  parliament-,  by  his  drawing  toge- 
ther, contrary  to  law,  companies  of  the  trained-bands,  both  horfe  and 
foot;  by  his  entertaining  commanders  and  cavaliers  from  other  parts; 
by  the  daily  refort  to  his  court  of  recufants  and  perlons  difaffected  in 
religion  ;  by  the  great  preparations  of  arms,  and  other  warlike  provi- 
fion,  begetting  fears  of  wars,  to  the  great  terror  of  his  peaceable  fub- 
jefts,  and  the  decay  of  commerce  and  induftrious  courJes  for  the  wealth 
and  profperity  of  the  county,  efpecially  of  cloathing,  its  main  fub- 
fiftence  :  It  folicited  the  King  to  redrefs  thefe  evils,  by  keeping  a  ri 'he 
underftanding  with,  and  hearkening  to,  the  councils  of  parliament;  and 
that  he  would  not  put  the  petitioners  upon  the  rock  of  denyinf^  either 
the  duty  they  owed  to  his  majefty,  or  to  the  parliament  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  to  which  they  were  fo  deeply  engaged  by  their  proteftation ; 
and  that  whilft  he  expcded  the  performance  of  their  fervice,  they 
might  not  go  againft  their  duty  in  a  thing  they  flood  refolved  by  no 
means,  either  of  fear  or  favour,  to  be  drawn  to.  They  intreated  the 
King,  that  the  lords  and  great  ofHcers  called  away  by  his  command, 
might  be  fpeedily  returned  to  the  cxercife  of  their  legiilative  duty,  that 
it  might  be  evident  to  the  world,  that  his  majedy  did  not  intend  to  de- 
cline the  law  which  enaded.  That  the  parliament  (liould  not  be  adjourned 
or  diffolved  without  their  own  conl'ent  :  that  fince  his  majefly  had  o-ra- 
cioufly  declared  his  confidence  in  the  afFcdions  of  the  county,  he  would 
not  think  it  fit  to  raile  an  extraordinary  guard ;  and  to  continue  the  ca- 
valiers and  others  of  that  quality  about  his  perfon  as  men  moft  ufeful 
and  as  if  kept  on  fome  defign,  they  not  having  intereft  in  or  af!'ed:ion  to 
the  public  good,  their  language  and  behaviour  fpeaking  nothino-  but 
divifions  and  wars,  and  their  advantage  confiding  in  that  which  was 
mod  dedrudtive  to  others :  thty  defircd,  that  none  of  thefe,  or  any 
who  had  not  fortunes  in  the  county,  might  be  admitted  to  any  condil- 
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The  parliament  earnellly  petitioned  the  King  to  dif- Ann.  1642. 
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band  his  forces,  telling  him,  that  if  he  would  not  de-  Commons, 
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tation  that  day,  or  hereafter,  concerning  the  public  good :  thefe  were 
the  only  probable  means  to  redore  peace  and  plenty  to  the  kingdom, 
to  preferve  the  Protedant  religion,  and  to  redeem  their  brethren  in  Ire- 
land. This  petition,  prefented  in  the  name  of  the  gentry,  miniders, 
freeholders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York,  was  rejedled 
by  the  King  with  an  imperious  difdain,  that  provoked  the  hatred  of  a 
man  who  proved  one  of  the  mod  formidable  of  his  enemies.  This  was 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  who,  as  he  held  forth  on  his  knees  the  petition, 
Charles  turned  from  him   with  that  infolent  fcorn,  that  Sir  Thomas  1 

was  very  near  being  trampled  under  his  horfe*s  feet.  The  eminence  of 
this  baronet's  dation  and  credit  in  the  county,  and  the  amiablencfs  of 
his  charader,  ought  to  have  exempted  him  from  fuch  an  infult,  either 
on  the  principles  of  policy  or  humanity.  Charles  affeded  to  be  ignorant 
of  both  thefe  circumdances :  in  his  anfwer  to  a  remondrance  of  the 
Commons,  on  the  fubjed  of  this  petition,  he  fpeaks  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  as  a  man  undidinguirtied  and  unknown.  "  It  is  true,  he  fays, 
a  petition  was  prefented  to  Jiim  by  one  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  which  was 
avowed  by  no  man  but  himfelf,  and  difclaimed  by  the  general  acclama- 
tions of  the  people."  This  is  a  very  fufpicious  reprefentation  of  the  fad, 
feeing  the  party  in  the  county  of  York  againd  the  meafures  of  the  court 
was  very  powerful,  and  men  of  fortune  are  not  very  forward  to  appear 
fingle  in  matters  of  this  nature.  This  was  not  the  only  proof  the  King 
and  his  followers  gave,  that  their  prefent  cloud  of  adverfity  had  not 
abated  the  arrogance  of  their  prejudices  :  a  mellage  was  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  parhament,  exprefsly  commanding  them  not  to  afTid  at  the 
meeting.  The  earl  of  Lindfey  attended  with  a  troop  of  horfe,  fnatched 
out  of  a  gentleman's  hand  a  copy  of  the  fore-mentioned  petition,  which 
he  was  reading  to  a  parcel  of  people  at  their  defire,  calling  the  company 
traitorous  rogues  and  villains,  and  lifting  up  his  cane  to  the  gentle- 
man in  a  threatening  manner.  Sir  John  Bourchier  likewife  was  af- 
fronted in  the  fame  dyle  by  lord  Saville,  who  demanded  of  him  to  de- 
liver the  draught  of  the  petition,  which  he  was  reading  to  himfelf; 
and,  on  his  rcfufal,  laid  his  hand  upon  the  belt  of  his  fword,  and 
almod  pulling  him  off  his  horfe,  forced  the  paper  from  him,  telling 
him.  If  he  loved  fighting  he  fliould  have  fighting  enough :  many  of 
his  attendants,  holding  up  their. canes,  told  him,  It  were  good  to  cane 

him. 
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.11x11.1642.  iia  from  his  dcfigns,  they  fliould  hold  themfclvcs  in 
duty  towards  God,  the  trufl  repofed  in  them  by  the 
people,  and  the  fundamental  laws  and  conflitution  of 
the  realm,  to  employ  their  care  and  utmoll  power  to 
fecure  the  parliament,  and  prcfcrve  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  kingdom.  The  King  pretended  to  deride  the 
apprehcnfions  cxpreflcd  in  the  petition,  and  the  jcaloufy 
of  hoUile  intentions,  on  his  part :  inftead  of  acquief- 
ling  with  thedefife  of  parliament,  he  again  demanded 
them,  in  a  high  flylc,  to  give  him  fatisfadion  on  Sir 
John  Hotham  ;  to  rcuirn  to  him  the  poiTeiTion  of  Hull, 
his  fort,  and  goods  ;  to  lay  down  all  prctcnfions  of  de- 
claring what  was  law  ;  to  call  in  all  the  pamphlets  that 
fcditioufly  endeavoured  to  difable  him  from  protecting 
his  people,  and  weakened  his  authority,  by  falfe  af- 
perfions  and  new  falfe  doctrines.  The  parliament,  find- 
ing the  King  thus  determined,  began  to  take  into  fe- 
rious  confideration  the  enforcing  the  ordinance  of  mi- 
litia. They  were  in  pofTeirion  of  the  inclinations  of 
Ciar.  Hift.  ^^^^  grcateft  part  of  the  people,  who  tellificd  their  fa- 
voi.i.p.339.  vour,   not  only  by  prefenting  petitions,  -containing  the 

him,  it  were  a  g-od  dccil  to  put  him  in  the  (locks.  When  thefe  info- 
lences  were  made  known  to  the  patliamenr,  thL-y  voted,  That  the  carl 
of  Lindlt-y  and  the  lord  Saville  were  public  enemies  of  the  ftate,  and 
incendiaries  betN%een  the  King  and  his  peopk- ;  and  that  they  fliould 
be  apprehended  by  the  fheriff  ot  YorkHiire,  and  conveyed  from  flieriff 
tofheritVto  the  houfe  To  the  cxpoftulations  of  the  parlianicnt  on 
this  fubjea,  the  King  anfwered,  with  a  pofitive  afTcrtion,  "  That  his 
guards  had  been  fo  far  from  offering  any  affronts,  injuries,  or  dif- 
turbances,  to  any  of  his  good  fubjeds,  that  their  principal  end  was  to 
prevent  fuch,  and  fo  might  be  fecurlty,  could  be  no  grietance,  to  the 
people."  Pititicn  of  the  Gentry,  A.imfiers,  i^c.  to  ibe  Parliament.  Pa>L 
liijl.  vol.  XI.  p.  173,  i^  fen.     Clarend,  HiJ}.  vol.  I.  p.  510. 
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fenfe  of   their  votes  and  refolutions,  and  full  of   zealA""-*^^. 

.  .  {ournal    cf 

to  then'  fervice,  but  many  in  fcveral  counties  had  of-  Lommoi.s, 
f ered  themfelves  as  volunteers  to  defend  the  caufe  of  ^59,  &,  feq. 
Liberty;  whilfl  others  cxercifedthedifcipline  of  arms,  to 
render  themfelves  anufeful  militia,  when  called  out  to 
fervice  by  the  authority  of  parliament.  With  this  eminent 
advantage,  they  had  at  length  removed  the  Hull  ma-  Pari.  Hifi. 
gazine  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  had  fecurcd  to  ^''  ^  '^^* 
themfelves  the  command  of   the  navy,  by  appointing  cmna^on  ° 
the  earl   of  Warwic,  a  refolute   man,    and  a  itaunch  ^73",  &*  if^. 
friend  to  their  interefl,   admiral  of  the  fleet  under  the 
carl  of  Northumberland,  in  the  room  ol^Sir  John  Pen- 
nington *,  to  whofe  characTier  they  objecfled,  the  having 
delivered  up  the  EngliHi  fleet  for  the  ufe  of  the  French, 
to  beflege  a  Proteftant  town  i  ;  and  the  having  conveyed 
the  lord  Digby  beyond  fea,  in  his  flight  from  the  juf- 
tice  of  parliament.      The  King  fignified  to  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  that  he  expected  Sir  John  Pennington 
fliould  be  continued  in  his  oflice.      This  contradiction 
produced  a  meflage,  reprefenting,  that  the  Common- 
wealth would  fuflain  much  mifchief  and  danger  by  his 
majefly's  interruption ;   but  the  King  ftill  inlifling  on 
the  point,    the    two  houfes   confirmed,  by   their  own '^^^  p^'''^' 

*  '  ^  ^       ■'  ment  fecure 

authority,     the    earl    of    Warw^ic    in    the    command '^  themfelves 
of  the   fleet  X  »   '■^"^c  earl  of  Northumberland,  in  obc-  of  the  fleet. 

*  The  motion  for  removing  Sir  John  Pennington  came  firfl  from  x.\\q 
Lords.  • 

f  Rcchelle. 

:|:  To  this  refolution  dilfented  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  earls  of  Bath, 
Devon,  Monmouth,  Berkfhire,  Cleveland,  Dover ;  lords  Mowbray, 
Wcntworth,  Howard  de  Cbarlton,  Saville,  Seymour. 
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Ann.  1642.  dience  to  their  defircs,  harv^ing  granted  him  the  com- 
million  *. 


For  the  raifing  a  fum  large  enough  to  fiipply  the  ex- 


M«afurts  of 

theparlia-  ■>-'  c»       o"~  -^  *"i'j-'*>    mc  t'A.- 

"r:;S  P^^'"^  ^^^'^^  threatened  war,  flri.^  warrants  were  fcnt 
ciVar*"^'"'  °^^  ^^^  ^^^  gathering  all  the  money  which  by  negli- 
gence remained  uncolle(5ted,  of  granted  bills  of  fubfidy 
and  the  poll-bill.      Of  the  merchants  were  borrowed 
the  cuRoms  allotted  by  a  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage 
which  had  paired  both  houfcs,  but  had  not  yet  obtained 
the  royal  a/Tent,    under  a  promife  that  tlic  parliament 
would  account  for  it  to  his  majcHy,  or  reftore  it  on  his 
rcfufal  to  pafs  the  bill.    The  city  likewife  Ihewed  their 
aiTedion   by    the  loan  of  another  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  towards  the  expences  of  the  Irilh  war  ;  and 
both  houfcs  entered  into  an  engagement  to  bring  in 
money,  plate,  and  horfcs,  for  the  public  ufe. 

After  the  following  vote  had  palTed  both  houfes 
That  the  King,  feduced  by  wicked  counfel,  intended  to 
make  war  againft  the  parliament,  contrary  to  the  trull 
repofed   in  him  by  the  people,    and  contrary   to  his 
oath  t ;  directions  were  given   for  the  muflering  and 

*  Lord  Clarendon,  who  always  makes  an  apology  for  the  apparent 
neceffity  the  King  was  at  prefent  under  to  fubmit  pafTively  to  thefe  ex- 
ertions of  power,  fays,  That  if  he  had  farther  contelled  this  point,  he 
could  not  have  reduced  the  fleet  to  his  obedience ;  he  might,  perhaps 
have  prevented  its  going  out  to  Tea,  which  would  have  confirmed  the 
frantic  jealoufy  of  bringing  in  foreign  forces. 

t  In  this  vote  it  was  declared.  That  whofoever  Ihould  ferve  or  af- 
fift  h.m  m  .uch  wars,  were  traitors,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  had  been  fo  adjudged  by  two  afts  of  parliament. 
II  Rich.  H.  and  i  PIcn.  IV.  r  > 
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exercifmg  the  train-bands  of  London.  On  the  tenth  Ann.  1642. 
of  May  eight  thoufand  militia,  difpofed  in  fix  regi- 
ments, under  proper  officers,  with  ferjeant-major  ge- 
neral Skippon  at  their  head,  were  drawn  out  in  Finf- 
bury  fields,  to  be  reviewed  by  the  two  houfes,  a  large 
tent  having  been  prepared  for  them  by  the  care  of 
the  city,  by  whom  they  were  treated  with  a  magnifi- 
cent entertainment,  at  the  expence  of  near  a  thoufand 
pounds.  This  ceremony  over,  which  fully  demon- 
firated  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  capital,  orders 
were  fent  to  the  feveral  counties,  to  put  in  immediate 
execution  the  ordinance  of  the  militia  ;  with  directions 
to  the  lords-lieutenants,  and  their  deputies,  to  fecure 
the  magazines  of  each  county  ;  to  encreafe  the  ftores 
to  what  proportion  they  thought  convenient ;  and  to 
fupply  private  perfons,  well  affedted,  witlT  arms  and 
ammunition  *.  The  King,  to  encreafe  the  number  of 
his  train,  and  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  par- 
liament, had  fent  a  writ  to  the  lord-keeper  to  adjourn 
Midfummer-term  from  Weflminfler  to  York;  and  a 
warrant  to  Skippon,  the  commanding-officer  of  the 
London  train-bands,  to  attend  him  f.    The  parliament 

*  Clarendon  artfully  mentions  thefe  fads  as  preceding  the  King's 
levying  forces ;  whereas  it  was  not  till  after  this  incident  that  the  parlia- 
ment enforced  their  ordinance  of  njilitia. 

t  The  King  had  before  fent  for  the  earls  of  Eflex,  Holland,  Salif- 
bury,  and  the  lord  Saville,  to  appear  at  York  at  St.  George's  feaft, 
they  being  knights  of  the  garter.  The  houfe  of  Lords  interfered,  and 
determined,  that  their  members  fhould  attend  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe, 
the  great  affairs  of  the  kingdom  being  then  in  agitation  ;  and  a  meflagc 
to  this  purport  was  fcnt  to  the  King.  The  lord  Seymour  having  re- 
ceived the  fame  mand.ite,  was  fet  out  for  York,  on  a  former  leave  of 
abfence  •,  but  a  meflenger  was  fent  after  him,  with  orders  to  bring  him 

Vol.  III.  O  o  back. 


i 


282 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


^ 


y    I 


Ann.  ,642.    countermanded  the  order  to  the  lord-keeper,  and  re- 
folved,  That  the  removing  the  term  from  Wekminfler, 

back.     The  King  fent  to  the  earls  of  Eflex  and  Holland  a  licence  and' 
difpenfation  from  their  attendance  in  parliament ;  and,  on  their  refoiu- 
tion  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  upper  houio,  the  lord  I'^alkland,  by 
the  Kmg's  order,  the  keeper  Littleton  having  refufcd  the   ungrateful 
talk,  demanded  of  them  to  refign  the  enfigns  of  tlieir  office.     The  twc/ 
carls  obeyed,  but  the  Lords  paifed  the  fallowing  refolution  on  the  cc- 
cafion  :    1  hat  the  attendance  of  the  earls  of  EfTex  and  Holland,  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  this  houfe,  is  no  difobedience  to  the  King's  com- 
mand :  That  the  removing  the  laid  earls  from  their  places,  becrufe  thev 
obeyed  the  laid  order,  is  againft  the  privileges  of  parliament :  T  hat 
the  King's  licence  and  difpenfation  for  any  lord's  abfence  in  parliament, 
when  the  houfe  Ihall  command  him  to  attend,  cannot  difcharge  his  at* 
tendance  :  That  any  lord's  dilbbeying  fuch  command,  notwithftanding 
any  licence  or  difpenfation,  is  punifhable  by  this   houfe.     The  Com"^ 
mons  propofed  fome  additions  to  thefe  refolutions,  which  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Lords,  viz.  That  the  King's  licence  and  difpenfation  to  dif- 
charge  the  earls  from  their  attendance  in  padiament  was  a  high  breach 
of  privilege ;  and  the  difplacing  them  at  this  time,  and  on  "this  occa- 
fion,  was  an  injury  to  the  parliament  and  the  whole  kingdom.:  That 
what  perfon  foever  fhould  accept  their  offices,  until  fatisfadion  was 
given  the  parliament,  fliould  be  accounted  to  do  an  ignoble  aft,  and 
to  offer  an  affront  to  padiament  •,  and  thereby  render  himfelf  unworthy 
of  any  place  of  honour  or  truft  in  the  Commonwealth  :  That  thefe 
proceedings  were  the  effcfts  of  evil  counfel,  to  difcourage  good  men 
from  doing  their  duty  j  and  tended  to  encreafe  the  divifions  between 
the  King  and  his  people  -,  and  to  the  difturbance  of  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom.     Clarendon  fays.  That  the  refolution  of  turning  the  earls  of 
Eflex  and  Holland  out  of  tlieir  office  was  greatly  contefled  by  the  Kind's 
friends  as  an  impolitic  meafure ;  the  inclinations  of  thefe  noblemen  i°ot 
being  fo  far  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty  as  to  defire  to  advance  far. 
ther  in  oppofition,  unlefs  urged  thereto  by  any  affront  put  on  them  by 
the  court ;  but  that  the  King  was  inexorable  on  the  point,  being  ob- 
liged thereto  by  a  promife  he  had  made  the  queen,  who  had  contracled 
fo  great  an  indignation  againft  the  ead  of  Holland,  that  flic  had  de- 
clared Ihe  would  never  live  in  tiie  court,  if  he  kept  his  place.     The 
violence  of  the  queen's  temper,  and  the  implicit  obedience  the  King 
*•  paid 
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fitting  the  parliament,  was  illegal  •':  That  for  his  ma- 
jefly,  at  his  pleafure,  to  command  any  free-born  fub- 
jed:  to  attend  his  perfon,  not  bound  thereto  by  fpecial 
fcrvice,  was  illegal :  That  fcrjeant-major  Skippon  fhould 
continue  to  attend  the  fervice  of  both  houfes  :  That 
his  fummons  was  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeifl, 
and  the  privilege  of  parliament,  he  being  employed  in 
their  fervice.  The  purport  of  thefe  votes  was  publillied. 
in  a  declaration,  with  an  addition.  That  whofoever 
lliould  take  arms,  upon  pretence  of  his  majefty's  com- 
mand, and  gather  together  with  others  in  a  warlike 
manner,  to  the  terror  of  the  King's  people,  fliould  be 
efteemed  didurbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  to  do  that 
which  might  introduce  a  precedent  of  very  dangerous 
confequences  for  the  future,  and  produce  much  mif- 
chievous  eifecls  for  the  prefent.  Here  follows  an  or- 
der f  to  all  flierifTs,  to  raife  the  power  of  the  county, 

paid  to  her  humours,  render  this  very  probable.  It  is  fufpected  that 
the  queen,  whofe  difpofition  was  very  amorous,  had  bellowed  upon 
Holland,  befides  titles  and  court- preferment,  favours  of  a  more  ten- 
der nature.  Some  time  after  the  earls  of  Northumberland  and  Pem- 
broke exhibited  letters  from  the  King,  commanding  their  attendance. 
Thefe  lords  followed  the  example  of  EfTex  and  Holland,  and  obeyed 
the  prohibition  of  the  houfe.  The  Lords  had  before  expreffed  fome 
refentment,  on  letters  written  by  the  King  to  feveral  members  of  the 
upper  houfe,  commanding  their  attendance  in  parliament,  when  there 
were  bufinefTcs  of  moment  to  his  intereft  in  agitation.  Pail.  Hijl.  vol. 
X.  p.  3x7,  3^;0,  i^  feq.  432,  434.  Journals  of  the  Cowinons^  vol.  II. 
p.  529.     PeyiorCs  Memoirs^  P-  54»  ^  jeri. 

*  This  refolution  palTed  firft  in  the  upper  houfe.  Journah  cf  tie 
CcmmonSy  vol.  II.  p.  5; 9. 

f  Some  time  after  an  order  palTed  both  houfes,  generally  direded  to 
deputy-lieutenants,  for  the  due  execution  of  their  office,  with  a  decla- 
ration that  the  parliament  would,  from  time  to  time,  fend  down  fome 
of  their  m.embeis  to  give  their  perfonal  attendance  on  the  fervice.  Pad, 
Uift.  vol.  XI.  p.  137. 
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to  fupprefs  all  perfons  whofhould,  on  pretence  of  fiicli 
command,  draw  together,  and  put  themfclves  in  a 
poflure  of  war  *.  The  people,  .who  were,  at  this  time, 
by  both  parties  acknowledged  the  umpires  of  the  pre- 
fentdifpute  between  the  King  and  tlie  parliament,  was 
addreiTed  by  the  latter  in  a  voluminous  declaration, 
m  which,  by  conclufions  drawn  from  the  King's  con- 
^lua  and  character,  they  endeavoured  to  vindicate  them- 
felves  from  the  charge  of  treating  him  with  unneccf- 
fary  feverity ;  and  to  perfuadc  the  people,  that  the 
fecure  pofleffion  of  their  privileges  depended  entirely 
on  then-  firm  fupport  of  the  authority  of  parliament  f. 

•  The  King  called  this  order  a  levying  war  on  him.     It  was  after  the 
pubJiIhing  this  declaration,  that  the  parliament  received  the  denial  of 
the  nine  peers  to  obey  their  fummons,  in  the  following  letter  to  the 
ipeaker,  which  gave  great  offence.     «  We  whofe  names  are  underwrit- 
ten, have  received  a  fummons,  dated  the  thirtieth  of  May,  to  appear 
the  eighth  of  June,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Peers  :  we  are  come  here 
to  York,  at  this  time,  to  pay  a  willing  obedience  to  his  majefty's  com- 
mands, figmfied  by  letter  under  his  hand,  which  commands  remain 
upon  us  ftill.     Northampton,  Will.  Devonfhire,  Monmouth,  R.  Rich 
i"-  ^^r'  ^'•^y  °f  ^"fhyn,  C.  Howard,  T.  Coventry,  Arthur  Cal 
pel.       Things  were  carried  at  this  time  fo  high  at  York,  that  not  only 
delinquents,  and  others  of  all  ranks,  under  the  fandtion  of  the  King's 
commands,  refufcd  to  obey  the  fummons  of  parliament,  but  their  mef- 
fengers  were  beat,  abuftd,  and  even  imprilbned.     Pari.  /M.  vol  X 
p.  542.  vol.  XL  p.  183.  •-        .     . 

t  They  juftified  the  legality  of  the  power  they  excrcifed  over  the 
inilitia  :  It  was  no  new  law,  they  faid,  but  the  moft  ancient  one  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  which  was  fundamental  and  elTential  to  its  conftitu- 
tion  and  fubfiftence.  The  wifdom  of  the  ftate  had  entrufted  the  houfes 
ot  parliament  with  a  power  to  fupply  what  Ihould  be  wantincr  on  the 
part  of  the  prince  as  was  evident  by  the  conftant  cuftom  and  prac 
tice  thereof  in  cafes  of  nonage,  natural  difability,  and  captivity ;  and 
the  like  reafon  muft  hold  for  the  exercife  of  the  fame  power,  where  the 
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Having   palTed,  they    faid,    fo   many    dangers    from  Ann.  1C4 
abroad,  fo  many  confpiracies  at  home,  nothing  feemed 

royal  truft  could  not  be,  or  was  not  difcharged.  To  the  accufation  of  not 
having  (hewn  fufficient  regard  to  the  King's  profemons,  they  remem- 
bered him  of  the  many  inftances  in  which  he  had  violated  his  word  fo- 
lemnly  given.  From  the  effeas  of  his  infincerity,  they  laid,  even  laws 
could  not  fecure  them  ;  witncfs  the  petition  of  right,  which  had  been 
followed  with  fuch  an  inundation  of  illegal  taxes,  that  they  had  juft  caufe 
to  think,  that  the  payment  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  an 
cafy  burthen  to  the  Commonwealth  in  exchange.  Though  his  majefty 
had  pafled  many  bills  very  advantageous  to  the  fubjed,  yet  in  none  of 
them  had  the  parliament  bereaved  him  of  any  juft,  neccflary,  or  pro- 
fitable prerogative  :  The  bill  for  the  continuance  of  the  parliament  was 
fo  necelTary,  that  without  it  they  could  not  have  raifcd  fuch  great  fums 
as  they  had  done  for  the  fervice  of  his  majefty  and  the  Commonwealth, 
without  which  the  deftru6tion  of  the  kingdom  muft  needs  have  follow- 
ed. To  the  King's  difavowal  of  evil  counfel,  they  faid,  that  by  the 
diredion  of  the  law,  and  the  affeflions  of  their  own  hearts,  they  mufl-, 
as  circumftances  would  allow  them,  clear  his  majefty  from  all  imputa- 
tion of  ill  government,  and  lay  the  fault  on  his  minifters.  His  majefty*s 
profelfing  a  faithful  and  zealous  affeftion  for  the  Proteftant  religion,  did 
not  clear  thofe  in  greateft  authority  about  him,  by  whom  its  deftruction 
had  been  laboured  for  divers  years ;  a  defign  fo  manifeft,  they  faid, 
that  neith?fr  Proteftant  nor  Papift,  who  had  any  reafonable  view  of  the 
paflages  of  latter  times,  but  either  in  fear  or  hope,  did  exped  a  fudden 
iffue  of  it.  That  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  was  framed  and  chcriftied  by 
the  malignant  party  in  England,  was  not  only  affirmed  by  the  rebels, 
but  might  be  cleared  by  many  other  proofs,  drawn  from  the  fimilarity 
of  their  principles,  politics,  and  profeflion.  That  their  treacherous  pre- 
tences had  been  countenanced,  might  appear  in  this,  that  the  proclama- 
tion declaring  them  traitors  was  with- held  to  the  fecond  of  January, 
though  the  rebellion  broke  out  the  preceding  O6tober  ;  and  then  no 
more  than  forty  copies  appointed  to  be  printed  ;  with  a  fpecial  command 
from  his  majefty,  not  to  exceed  that  number,  and  that  none  (hould  be 
publilhed  till  his  pleafure  was  farther  fignified;  acircumftance  moreob- 
fervable  by  the  late  contrary  proceedings  againft  the  Scots,  who  were  in 
a  very  quick  and  Iharp  manner  proclaimed  rebels ;  and  thofe  proclama- 
tions forthwith  difperfed  with  diligence  throughout  the  kingdom,    and 
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defucs  and  endeavors  for   the  public 

ordered  to  be  read  in  all  churches    acrorr.^  •   .     •  , 
execrations.     The  penner  of  hhmaTeftv?  T'^    ""''  P"''"^  P^^^^'-^  ^"^ 
tender  of  his  honofr.  when  .h  evrS^'T  S  !"'  "°V''^^"  ^^ 
knew  Of  no  refolution  of  brin^in,.  1  ,^  '°  """"^'  "'"''« 

would  1-een,  ftrange  to  thoie  who'^ou  L  ad  tH  ^  'r"'  '""^"■""°"» 
been  taken  on  the  fubjecl.  ThevTf^l  1  i  f  '''^P"""""'  which  had 
members  could  be  laid  to  be  ar!llv  r^fV  ?V'f  '""'"'"°"  °^  "'^  '""' 
■ilicd  his  attorney,  declared  iJhhh  I  ,'  ■  "^  '""^  ^^  '"^  '"^JeAy  juf- 
)me  punilhed  hif^  had       ij  t'^'.^v^^^^^     '^  '^"'X-  .'•"d  "•«  he  wVulJ 

■  not  the  means  of  clearing  the    ch  raX     In  1       =  't  "'°'''=  ""'^"^''"^  ''^J 
thors  of  that  malicious  accu^^^l    r  ,  f  ^^^  '"=  "^"""^'eci  the  au- 

their .lifcharge,  unlef  hi S;d °  eT  " '"^f  ■'"'  "  ^^""^  '^  "'"f- 
did  not  look  on  this  matter  s  a  S;,  7""^  ^  '""""""  '  '^'"^ 
be,  though  the  accufatio  w  e  ,™  o  fa  ,rr  ■'\"''^"'  ^'"=''  '"'S'>' 
attorney,  that  men  ihould  be  d.ar"  ed  wf^ In'  "  '  ""^"'  "'""'  '"  ■'"= 
m  tiierace  of  the  higheft  judL  "rv  ■„  T?  '.'"S;"^  ^n  offence  as  treafon 

tftates,  blood,  andionoi  .  w    e  cndanl  T''"";'  ^^""^y  "'^'^  'i^es. 
evidence  in  a  legal  cou.e      On    1  e  Sa  o/T  ""1  "'r"'^'  ^'■'"'- 

c.,i.e„sofLondonhadbecnnototi^^fl!ptf„k  J   b""'  "'7 '""'''  '''= 
by  Lunstbrd.  Hyde,  the  ar.hbimon'^o^-  YoS  f  r      '  '"''  ?""'^"'' 
.  nuny  of  the.n  being  wthout  weapoL.lJg  w  J^^:::;'^  lf,f"J' 

That  the  otacers  and  fo'diers  who  had  comn^tted°ther  at  of  v    [    ' ' 
were  chenfhed  in  h  s  maieftv*s  hnu^'r- .  .n  i     i  °^  violence 

juries  they  i,ad  offered  wafdL  and     J     "nt  ^  'ti "o^T^'T  '"  '^^  '"' 
Yndon.  hisn^jelly  had  anlwered.  ..thout'he    i  "/  ro/tfr"""*" 
plaints.  That  ,f  any  citizen  had  been  uounded  nrni.,i  ^^  ''°'"- 
fidently  affured  it  happened   by  their  own  ev,  an    c  S'  l" *" '""■ 
Of  any  icandalous  or  fcditi.us  mifdemeanor  of   he  °   ,n    '  'T""'"^- 
h.s  m.jefty  good  caufe  to  fuppofe  his  own  perlbn  to  be  ^  ■  ^      ^'ve 

t. re  wasno  proof  oftired  to  either  houlefaSturiri^ 
h,s  majefty  was  dnven  from  them,  they  hoped  it  was  n«  bvT 
fears,  but  by  tlie  tears  of  the  lord  Diaby  and  his  re.  Z\T  I  °"" 
thofe  no  fears  of  any  tum.htury  vitw  bu/of  i"fl  "7'""^'="'' 
.heir  manifold  infolence  and  intendec  violenc  1  J  T  T'  '""^ 
Of  his  majefty'.  perfon  there  was  no  caufc  of  fe  f  for  f^"''""""^" 
heat  of  the  people's  indignation,  after  the  accltn'o!"  djfif melZs! 
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good,  unlefs  God  did  fend  fo  grievous  a  curfe  upon  Ann.  164X. 
ihcm,  as  to  turn  the  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  againil 

and  his  violent  coming  to  the  houfe,  there  was  no  (hew  of  any  evil  in- 
tention againft  his  perlbn  ;  a  fad  which  could  not  be  better  evidenced 
than  by  his  going  the  next  day  without  a  guard  into  the  city,  where  he 
heard  nothing  but  prayers  and  petitions,  no  threatenings  nor  irreverent 
rpeeches  i  and  that  he  ftaid  a  week  after  at  White-hall,  in  a  lecure  and 
peaceable  condition.  To  that  point  of  maintaining  and  upholding  his 
authority,  nothing  had  been  done  to  the  prejudice  of  it  which  could  re- 
quire any  new  provifion  :  To  the  other  of  fettling  his  revenue,  the  par- 
liament had  not  abridged  his  juft  one,  but  had  fupplied  the  wafte  and 
confufion  of  his  eftates  by  providing  for  his  houfehold,  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  forts,  more  than  they  were  obliged  to  do.  They  were  yet 
willing  to  fettle  one  on  him  that  fliould  enable  him  to  live  royally  and 
faftly  i  but  they  could  not,  in  wifdom  and  fidelity  to  the  Conimonweahh, 
do  it,  till  he  fiiould  chufe  fuch  counfellors  and  officers  as  might  order 
and  difpofe  it  to  the  public  goud,  and  not  apply  it  to  the  ruin  and  de- 
llruflion  of  his  people.  Thefe  matters  of  importance  and  intricacy^ 
would  require  lb  long  a  time  of  deliberation,  that  the  kingdom  might 
be  ruined  before  they  could  be  effected.  It  was  for  this  reafon  they  had 
been  fuitors  to  his  majeRy  to  order  the  militia,  that  the  kingdom  being 
fecured,  they  might  with  fafety  apply  thcmfclves  to  the  debate  of  his 
meflagc. 

Let  the  world  judge,  whether  they  had  not  reafon  to  infifl:  that  the 
ftrength  of  the  kingdom  fliould  rather  be  ordered  by  the  diredion  and 
advice  of  the  great  council  of  the  land,  equally  entrufted  by  the  King 
and  kingdom,  than  that  the  fafety  of  the  King,  parliament,  and  king- 
dom, fiiould  be  left  at  the  devotion  of  a  few  unknown  counfellors. 
They  could  not  conceive  that  the  long  time  fpent  in  debate  was  fuffi- 
cient  evidence  that  there  was  no  fuch  neceflity  or  danger,  but  that 
a  bill  might  eafily  have  been  propofed  :  when  many  caufes  did  concur 
to  the  danger  of  a  ftate,  the  interruption  of  any  one  might  hinder  the 
execution  of  the  reft,  yet  the  defign  be  ftill  kept  on  foot  for  better  op- 
portunities. Who  knew  whether  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  in  Ireland 
had  not  hindered  the  infurredion  of  the  Papifts  in  England  ?  whether 
the  prefervation  of  the  fix  members  had  not  prevented  that  plot  of  the 
breaking  the  neck  of  the  parliament,  of  which  they  had  been  informed 
from  France  ?    It  (hould  be  far  from  them  to  take  fuch  advantage  of 
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Ann.  1642.    itfelf,  and  to  eifed  that  by  their  own  folly  and   cre- 
dulity, which  the  power  and  fubtilty  of  their  enemies 

his  majefly's  fuppofed  ftreights,  as  to  compel  him  to  that  which  his  ho- 
nor or  intereft  might  render  grievous  to  him  ;  fo  they  hoped  he  would 
not  make  his  own  underftanding  the  rule  of  his  governmcMit,  but  would 
lufFer  himfelf  to  be  aflifted  with  a  wife  and  prudent  coun.il,  that  might 
deal  faithfully  between  him  and  his  people  i  and  that  he  would  conHder 
that  his  relblutions  did  concern  kingdoms,  and  therefore  ouf^hc  not  to 
be  moulded  by  his  own  opinion. 

Clarendon  tells  us,  That  an  inftrument  was  drawn  up  at  York,  in 
which  was  fet  down  an  account  of  tumults  and  violences  offered  to  par- 
ticular perfons  ;  of  parliamentary  conclufions  being  carried  in  an  irre- 
gular manner;  of  Mr.  Hollis  coming  to  the  bar  of  the  upper  houfe, 
and  demanding  the  names  of  thofe  lords  who  refufed  to  confent  to  the 
militia,  when  the  multitude  menaced  and  threatened  all  thofe  diffenters  : 
that  it  was  by  fuch  methods,  which  frighted  away  many  members  of 
both  houfes,  that  all  thofe  relblutions  and  declarations  had  paffed 
which  had  occafioned  the  prefent  diltradlions.  To  this  inftrument  the 
King  perluaded  the  peers  in  council  to  fet  their  names  ;  but  the  cir- 
cumftances  related  in  it  being  either  entirely  falfe,  or  highly  exag- 
gerated, he  was  the  next  day  earneftly  importuned  not  to  publifli  it  -, 
many  lords  telling  him.  That  if  he  would  publifh  it,  they  would  dif- 
avow  the  contents.  *'  This,  fays  Clarendon,  is  a  fufficicnt  inftance  how 
unendued  men  were  with  that  fpirit  and  courage  which  was  requifite." 

The  fcveral  depofitions  which  at  different  times  were  taken  on  the 
fubje<5l  of  the  army-plot,  were  with  this  declaration  publifhed,  the  par- 
liament alledging  it  to  be  a  neceffary  means  for  the  juft  defence  of  their 
innocence  againft  the  fcandal  of  having  laid  a  falfe  imputation  on  the 
King.  In  thefe  examinations  Goring  depofed.  That  Sir  John  Suck- 
ling, the  poet,  told  hiii  there  was  a  defign  to  bring  the  army  to  Lon- 
don i  that  the  carl  or  Newcaftle  was  to  be  general,  and  he,  Goring,  lieu- 
tenant-general J  that  he  was  defired  by  Mr.  Jermyn,  to  give  him  the 
meeting  in  the  evening,  at  court ;  that  he  was  carried  into  the  queen's 
bed-ch.imber  i  that  he  was  introduced  by  the  queen  to  the  King,  who 
commanded  him  to  join  himfelf  with  Piercy,  and  others,  whp  were  en- 
gaged in  a  cabal  to  bring  up  the  army  -,  that  the  King  alleged  he  had  a 
defire  to  put  his  army  into  a  good  pofture,  and  that  lord  Briftolhad 
advifed  him  to  do  it ;  that,  on  the  meeting  with  the  cabal,  Piercy  read 
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infmuations  of  the  malignant  party,  flirring  them  up 

certain  propofitions,  which  were  affented  to  by  the  company  •,  that  there 
came  into  confideration  the  bringing  up  the  army  immediately  to  Lon- 
don, and  the  making  fure  of  the  Tower.     Piercy,  in  his  letter  to  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  confeffed  that  the  army  was  to  Hand  by  the 
King  in  his  denial  of  fome  acls,  that  were  expeded  to  be  preffed  upon 
him  by  the  parliament ;  but  that  he  had  refufed  entering  into  a  way  lb 
high  and  (harp,  as  was  propofed  to  him  by  the  King  :  That  himlelf 
and  party  difagreed  v/ith  that  fet  of  men,  who,  by  the  King's  orders, 
had  been  joined  in  their  cabal,  on  account  of  their  violence,  and  the 
height  to  which  they  would  have  carried  things.     Captain  Chudleigh 
depofed.  That  he  told  the  army,  from  the  King,  that  if  they  would  be 
faithful  to  him,  he  would  pawn  his  jewels  rather  than  they  Ihould  be 
unpaid  :  That  himfelf  was  told,  by  major  Willis,  that  the  army  was  to 
be  joined  by  the  French  about  London,  and  that  a  thoufand  men  were 
to  be  raifed  for  their  affillance,  at  the  expence  of  the  clergy  -.That  the 
prince  was  to  be  carried  to  the  army,  to  confirm  their  affedions  ;  and 
that  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  was  to  be  general :  That  the  deponent  being 
at  Portfmouth,  colonel  Goring  ftiewed  him  the  ftrength  of  the  place  ; 
that  the  queen  meant  to  come  down  thither  for  her  fafety,  and  that  (he 
had  given  him  money  to  fortify  it.     Lieutenant-colonel  Ballard  de- 
pofed. That  Chudleigh  propofed  to  him,  and   divers  other  o(ficers, 
certain  propofitions,    which  he  faid  came  from  the  King,  viz.  That 
neither  Sir  Jacob  Afliley  nor  Sir  John  Conyers  were  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  defign  :  That  the  prince  and  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  were  to 
meet  the  army  with  1000  horfe,  and  all  the  French  that  were  in  Lon- 
don.    Captain  Legge  depofed.  That  there  was  a  petition  propofed  to 
be  delivered  to  the  parliament,  which  was  burnt  on  the  parliament's 
getting  knowledge  of  the  cabal :  That  he  received  another  petition  from 
the  King,  which  was  to  be  (hewn  to  Sir  Jacob  Aftiley,  the  King  fay- 
intr,  That  that  petition  would  nor  offend.     Sir  Jacob  AQiley  depofed. 
That  he  received  a  petition  from  captain  Legge,  to  which  he  was  de- 
fired  to  get  the  officers  of  the  army  to  fet  their  hands :  That  he  told 
O'Neal  the  difficulty  of  compaffmg  what  was  propofed  -,  that  they  muft 
firft  fight  the  Scots,  and  beat  them,  then  fpoil  the  country  all  the  way 
to  London  •,  that  when  they  came  there,  the  parliament  might  make  re- 
fiftance,  and  the  Scots  rallyvand  follow  them  :  That  O'Neal  propofed 
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to  aa  their  own  deflniaions,  under  plaufible  notions 
of  prelerving  the  King's  prerogative,  maintaining  the 
difciphne  of  the  church,  upholding  and  continuini; 
the  reverence  and  folemnity  of  God's  fei-^uce,  and  en 
couraging  learning;  on  which  grounds  divers  mu- 

^attempt  to  make  the  Scots  neutral,  but  that  the  examinant  replied 
The  Scots  would  lay  by  the  heels  any  one  that  Ihould  make  fuch  a  p  o 
polal  to  them.     He  farther  depoled,  That  at  the  end  of  the  pet  tion^wa 
a  d.r.a.on  to  this  effeel  :  «  William  Legge,  I  command  yo^t  at  >ou 
ftew  this  t^  none  but  Jacob  A/hley  :"  That  above  this  dir^dion  was 
fet  the  two  letters  «  C.  R.»     Sir  John  Conyers  depoled.  That  O'Cl 
ufed  feveral  perfuafions  to  him  to  adhere  to  the  King,  and  to  ao  thoil 
ways  the  Kmg  would  have  him,  otherwife  he  would  be  left  alone  rnH 
rum  himfelf ,  for  that  all  the  troops  under  him  .ere  that  w         cl     ' 
That  he  and  S.r  Jacob  Afhley  were  both  very  much  troubled  at  the 
paper,  contammg  diredions  for  a  declaration,  to  be  fubfcribed  by  the 
officers  of  the  army,  that  was  brought  to  Sir  Jacob  Alhley.     Sir  Tohn 
Conyers  farther  depofed,  That  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  affent  to  G^Neal's 
propofals    and  that  Sir  Jacob  Alhley  told  him,  that  O'Neal  was  to  ^o 
CO  Newcaftle.     Sir  Fulk  Huncks  depofed.  That  O'Neal  perfuaded  hi^ 
to  take  part  with  the  King,  and  pu't  the  troops  in  motL"     Th,t  h"' 
offered  h.m  a  paper,  which  he  refufed  to  fign.  and  told  him   he  had 
good  authority  for  what  he  did,  and  that  he  was  to  go  to  the  Smr. 
army.     By  thefe  depofitions  it  appears,  that  there  werf  t'o  d  fee 
petitions  which  had  been  propofed  to  the  army,  but  that  neither  of 
them  had  met  with  fuccefs  ;  and  that  petition  which  was  publifhed  Tt 
th^-^  by  the  King,  and  is  to  be  met  with  in  Clarendon's  Sor; 
could  not  be  the  model  of  the  true  petition,  finned   C.  R.  thefe  dT 
pofitions  mentioning  other  particulars  in  the  odginal  than  are  to  be 
found  m  this  copy.  ic  10  oe 

"  Your  majefty,  fays  the  parliament,  in  another  declaration,  will 
fee  juft  caufe  of  joining  with  us  in  preferving  and  fecuring  the  peace  of 
he  kingdom,  in  iuppreffing  this  wicked  and  malignant  partv,  who  bv 
ialfe  colours  and  pretenHons  of  maintaining  your  majeily's  prerogative 
agamft  the  parliament,  wherein  they  fully  agree  with  the  rebels  of  Ire- 
land, have  been  the  caufes  of  all  our  ditlempers  and  dancrers  "  Huf- 
bandi'  CdUmons,  4to  Ed.  p.  2 15,  Csf/7.    Fad,  H^.  vol.  X.  p.  492. 
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tinous  petitions  had  been  framed  in  London  and  clfe-  Ann.  1642. 
where  *.  "They  defircd  nothing  more,  they  laid,  than 

*  One  George  Benyon  was  impeached  by  the  Commons  for  having 
procured  a  petkion  to  be  figned  by  feveral  citizens  of  London  againlt 
the  ordinance  of  militia  taking  place  in  that  city.  The  King's  party 
not  being  very  ftrong  in  this  metropolis,  Benyon's  petition  was  en- 
countered by  another  entirely  agreeable  to  the  defigns  of  parliament, 
figned  by  many  thoufand  hands.  A  prerogative  fcheme  of  a  more  for- 
midable nature  was  about  the  fame  period  hatched  in  Kent.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Deering,  Sir  George  Twifden,  Sir  George  Strode,  and  one  Spen- 
cer, had  been  very  adive  in  the  procuring  a  petition  to  be  figned  by 
the  gentlemen  of  Kent,  and  others,  at  the  county  aflize  held  at  Maid- 
Itone,  for  the  continuance  of  bifhops,  the  liturgy,  and  common-prayer : 
That  an  uniformity  to  thefe  might,  be  enforced  by  coercive  power  :^ 
That  the  people  fhould  not  be  bound  by  the  orders  of  either  houfe  ol' 
parliament :  That  no  order  for  militia  (hould  take  place  without  the 
King's  affent :  That  the  parliament  would  apply  themfelves  to  his  ma- 
jelly's  meflage  of  the  twentieth  of  January  :  That  they  would  eftablifh 
the  civil  law  :  That  they  would  fpeedily  relieve  their  brethren  in  Ire- 
land :  That  they  would  eftablifh  the  privilege  of  parliament  and  the 
King's  regal  power.  This  petition  was  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman.  The  carl  of  Briftol,  who  had  (hewn  repeated  fymp- 
toms  of  difaffedtion  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  was  on  this  occafion  im- 
prifoned  •,  and  judge  Mallet,  who  had  not  only  countenanced  the  pe- 
tition, but  refufed  to  read  papers  given  him  by  fome  members  of  the 
Commons'  houfe  in  behalf  of  the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  was  taken 
off  his  bench  by  a  troop  of  horfe,  and  carried  prifoner  to  Weftminfler; 
as  were  likewife  other  adive  agents,  who  were  all  afterwards  impeached 
by  the  Commons.  Sir  Edward  Deering  had  been  expelled  the  lower 
houfe,  and  confined  to  the  Tower,  for  printing  fpeeches  ag^.infl  the 
condudt  of  parliament.  His  refentment  occafioned  him  to  be  very 
bufy  in  the  matter  of  this  petition  :  he  had  raifed  fo  great  ?.  \y:i-r\z  in 
Kent,  that,  notwithftanding  the  fentence  paffed  by  the  pnrliamcnt,  a 
great  multitude  of  gentlemen  affembled  at  Blackheath,  and  font  up  the 
petition  by  fome  of  the  party.     On  the  alarm  of  this  rout,  (Iron,  d: 

were  placed  on  London-bridge,  where  the  petitioners  were  difarmed, 
and  a  few  of  them  fuffered  to  pafs  with  their  petition  to  Weftminiler. 
The  ring-leaders  were  committed  to  the  Gate-houle,  but  the  younger 
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Abb.  164a.  to  maintain  the  purity  and  power  of  religion,  encou- 
rage piety  and  learning,  and  to  honour  the  Kini^  in 
all  his  jufl  prerogatives  :  Many  bills  and  propofitions 
for  the  King's  profit  and  honor,  and  the  people's  fafety 
and  profperity,  they  had  prepared,  but  were  hindered 
in  the  proceeding  on  them  by  the  King's  abfcnce, 
altogether  contrary  to  the  ufe  of  his  predcceflbrs  and 
the  privilege  of  parliament.  They  did  not  doubt  but 
they  fhould  overcome  all  at  the  lafl,  if  the  people 
were  not  drawn  to  defert  them,  who  had  been  willing 
to  hazard  their  own  undoing  rather  than  that  they 
fliould  be  betrayed,  by  negleding  the  trull  repofed  in 
them  ;  but  if  it  were  poflible  their  enemies  fliould 
prevail  fo  far  as  to  compafs  this,  they  would  not  fail 
flill  to  perfifl  in  their  duties,  and  to  look  beyond  their 
own  lives,  eflates,  and  advantages,  as  men  that  thought 

part  of  the  company  only  received  a  kind  admonition  from  the  Com- 
mons, who  at  the  fame  time  told  them,  they  hoped  they  would  hereaf- 
ter prove  good  members  of  the  Commonwealth.  George  Benyon  was 
fentenced  by  the  Lords  to  be  disfranchifed  the  city  of  London,  to  be 
incapable  of  bearing  office,  to  be  fined  3000 1.  to  be  imprifoned  in  the 
caflle  of  Colchefter  for  two  years,  and  after  that  time  to  find  fuch  fure- 
ties  for  his  good  behaviour  as  the  houfe  fliould  think  fit.  To  fatisfy 
thofe  who  were  well  affedted  to  the  power  of  the  parliament,  but  were 
much  attached  to  religious  forms,  the  two  houfes  pafied  an  order  de- 
claring. That  they  intended  a  due  and  neceflary  reformation  of  the  go- 
vernment and  liturgy  of  the  church,  and  to  take  away  nothing  in  one 
or  the  other  but  fliould  be  evil,  and  juftly  oflTenfive,  or  at  leafl:  unne- 
cefi~ary  and  burthenfome  ;  and  for  the  better  efFedling  fuch  reformation, 
fpecdily  to  have  confultation  with  godly  and  learned  divines :  likcwife 
to  eftablifli  learned  and  preaching  minifters,  with  good  fufficient  main- 
tenance, throughout  the  kingdom.  ParL  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  390,  ^r  fcq. 
420,  ^  feq.  458,  ^  feq,  4y6,  cf^^^.  Journals  of  the  Commons ,  vol.  IL 
p.  519.     Oar,  HiJi. 
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nothing  worth  enjoying  without  the  liberty,  peace,  and  Ana.  1642. 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  nor  any  thing  too  good  to  be 
hazarded  in  difcharge  of  their  confcience." 

If  the  parliament,  impelled  by  the  necefTity  of  the 
times,  and  encouraged  by  the  afFe6lions  of  the  people, 
alTentedtoan  authority  hitherto  unafTumed  by  their  pre- 
decefTors,  fo  the  King,  in  his  reply  to  their  late  de- 
claration, laid  claim  to  a  prerogative  which,  if  allowed, 
mull  render  parliaments  as  ufelefs  a  check  to  the  will 
of  the  monarch  as  a  council  of  Hate  ;  viz.  That  the 
votes  and  refolutions  of  both  houfes  had  no  authority 
without  his  confent  *.     He  affected  a  great  regard  for 

*  He  argued,  and  in  this  pretenfion  was  better  fupported  by  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  That  the  Lords  and  Commons  mifap- 

^  plied  the  word  parliament  when  they  confined  it  to  their  own  votes  and 
refolutions,  he  being  an  efl"ential  part  of  what   was  underrtood  by  that 

-  phrafe.  The  King  and  his  party,  before  thelc  tix.es  of  humiliation, 
denied  that  the  parliament  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  government 
of  the  country,  or  that  the  crown  was  any  part  of  the  parliament  -,  af. 
ferting,  that  it  had  a  fovereignty  over  the  three  eftates,  which  confifled 
of  the  Lords  fpiritual,  the  Lords  temporal,  and  the  Commons,  k 
may  be  worth  oblerving,  that,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  the  lord 
chancellor,  in  full  parliament,  and  in  prefence  of  the  King,  in  a  ftudied 
oration  declared,  That  the  three  eftates  did  comprehend  the  governance 
of  the  land,  including  the  king  as  chief,  the  fecond  to  the  lords  fpi- 
ritual and  temporal,  and  the  third  to  the  Commons.  That  the  King 
was  one  of  the  eftates  that  conftituted  the  legifiature  was  not  denied  by 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament ;  their  higheft  ads  of  authority  were  ex- 
erted under  the  guife  of  being  the  fole  interpreters  of  enaded  laws,  and 
on  the  fuppofition  of  threatened  imminent  danger  to  the  public :  that 
if  the  King,  in  this  cafe,  fliould  refufe  his  aflTiftance,  or  fliould  place 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fadion  to  confpire  its  ruin,  that  there  lay  a  dor- 
mant truft  deputed  by  the  abfolute  power  of  the  people  to  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  fave  the  Commonwealth  from  damage.     The  neceflity  of 
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the  parliament,  and  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed  their 
acts  to  be  trcafonablc  under  the  following  diflindlion, 
That  the  councils  of  that  ailcmbly  were  determined 
by  a  few  fchifmatical,  fadious,  and  ambitious  men, 
whom  he  alone  pretended  to  oppofe,  and  in  whofc 
overthrow  he  darkly  hinted  at  the  relloration    of  the 
old  tyranny,  under  the  fpecious  phrafe,  "  of  regaining 
to  the  people  their  religion,    laws,  and  liberty."      To 
ihew  that  he  had  not  yet  given  over  the  profecution  of 
thole  who  full  ventured  to  oppofe  his  evil  adminiflra- 
tion,  and  to  retracT:  his  confeUion  that  he  had  violated 
the  privilege  of  parliament,    he  declared,    that  he  re- 
folved  upon  the  accuiation  of  the  fix  members  on  fuch 
grounds  as  would  fatisfy  the  world,  that  it  was  fit  for 
his  own  fafety  and  honour,  and  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom,  to  proceed  againll  them.      In  fending  a  ferjeant 
to  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  demand  them,  he  had 
iifed  more  ceremony  than  he  then  conceived  in  juflicc 

fuch  a  truft  is  too  obvious  to  difpute  the  rationality  of  its  fuppofition  ; 
nor  did  the  Commons  want  precedents  whereon  to  ground  their  pre- 
tenfions.  When  Richard  II.  to  avoid  complying  with  the  peremptory 
demands  of  the  other  two  eflates  of  padiament,  dif-united  himfelf  from 
their  councils,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Charles  had  done,  they  Tent  him 
a  very  peremptory  melTage  to  the  following  purport :  That  the  parlia- 
ment  had  an  ancient  conllitution,  which  had  been  not  many  acres  be- 
fore  experimented.  That  if  the  King,  by  evil  counfel,  or  by  obftinacy 
and  contempt  of  his  people,  would  alienate  himfelf  from  them  in  par- 
liament aflcmbled,  and  refufe  to  govern  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the 
realm  according  to  their  advice,  but  would  ftubbornly  exercife  his  re- 
gal  power  by  his  own  arbitrary  and  wild  counftls ;  that  then  his  parlia- 
ment might  declare  the  throne  vacant,  and  fill  the  fame  with  fome  other 
{irincc  of  the  royal  progeny. 
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might  be  required  of  him  * :  he  had  known  members  Ann.  1642. 
of  cither  houfe  committed  without  fo  much  formality 
as  he  had  iifed,  and  upon  crimes  of  a  far  inferior  na- 
ture to  thofe  he  had  fuggefted.  In  the  latter  end  of 
the  King's  declaration  he  afilimed  a  high  and  threaten- 
ing flyle  :  He  called  the  prevailing  party  in  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  impudent,  malicious  men :  by 
the  help  of  God,  and  the  law  he  would  have  juflicc 
for  the  London  tumults  ;  of  feditious  pamphlets  and 
preachers,  divers  whereof  had  been  recommended,  if 
not  impofed  upon  fcvTral  pariflics  by  fome  members 
of  both  houfes,  he  would  hereafter  take  a  further  ac- 
count. He  had,  and  fliould  always  give  as  much  ef- 
timation  and  regard  to  the  advice  and  council  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  as  ever  prince  had  done  ;  but 
he  fliould  never,  and  he  hoped  his  people  would  never 
account  the  contrivance  of  a  few  factious  feditious 
perfons,  a  mnlignant  party  who  would  facrifice  the 
Clommonwealth  to  their  own  fury  and  ambition,  the 
wifdom  of  parliament.  They  would  have  his  majelly 
remember  that  his  refolutions  did  concern  kingdoms, 
and  therefore   not  to  be  moulded  by  his  own  under- 


.!« 


*  Nbtwithftanding  the  civil  mcflage  which  on  this  injurious  occafion 
he  rectived  from  the  Commons,  the  King  afierted,  that  they  fent  him  no 
anfwer,  and  animadverted  on  their  order  of  refiftance  in  the  following 
manner :  It  was  the  firfl  time  he  heard  the  proteftation  might  be  wrefted 
to  fuch  afenfe,  or  that  in  any  cafe,  though  of  the  moft  undoubted  and 
unqueftionable  privilege,  it  might  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  to  refill 
and  ufe  violence  agaihft  a  public  minifter  of  juftice,  armed  with  law- 
ful authority  -,  though  his  majefty  well  knew,  that  even  fuch  a  minifter 
might  be  punifhed  for  executing  fuch  authority.  Charles,  on  all  occa- 
fiOMS,  (hewed  his  ignorance  of  conllitutional  authority,  which  can  na 
longer  be  lawful  when  exerted  illegally, 

{landing: 
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Ann.  1642.  ftaiiding.  He  did  well  remember  it ;  but  he  would  have 
them  remember,  that  when  their  confultations  endea- 
voured to  lelFen  the  oflice  and  dignity  of  a  Kmg,  they 
meddled  with  that  which  was  not  within  their  deter- 
mination, and  of  which  his  majeily  muft  give  an  ac- 
count to  God  and  to  his  other  kingdoms,  and  mufl 
maintain  with  the  lacriiicc  of  his  life  *, 


Littleton 
leaves  the 
parliament, 
and  carries 


TiiE  manner  in  which  the  King  addrelled  the  par- 
liament, varied  according  to  that  different  tone  of  mind 
which  circumllances  favorable  or  unfavorable  pro- 
duced. He  had  at  this  time,  by  the  changeable  temper 
of  the  lord-keeper,  got  the  poffeffion  of  the  great-feal, 
an  advantage  which  by  his  own  party  was  regarded  as 
?he  g"TLai  important,  and  was  the  more  refented  by  the  popular 
10  the  King.  ^^^-^-Qj^^  becaufe  they  looked  upon  Littleton  as  tied  to 

them  by  the  ftrong  bonds  of  interefl  and  inclination. 
His  introdu(5lion  into  adlive  life  had  been  graced  with 
a  feeming  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  Liberty ;  and  whilft 
his  actions  were  directed  by  this  line  of  re<5titude,  he 
made  fo  confiderable  a  figure,  that  the  court  thought 
him  a  profelyte  worth  gaining  at  any  price.  Little- 
ton's virtue  was  not  of  a  temper  to  reliil  the  temptation 
of  preferment:  in  the  meridian  of  his  charader,  he 
proilituted  himfelf  to  the  ends  of  power  for  the  office 
of  folicitor-general  f  j    the  King  expecling  to  receive 

•  With  this  declaration  the  King  publilhed  a  paper  which  he  called. 
The  True  Petition  of  the  Army,  and  is  to  be  tound  in  Clarendon. 

f  Clarendon  fays,  that  this  office  was  much  to  his  honour,  but  not 
to  his  profit ;  the  obligation  of  attendance  depriving  him  of  much  bene- 
fit  he  ufcd  to  acquire  by  his  pradice.     Ciar.  Hifi.  vol.  I.  p.  443. 


great 


CHARLES 


I. 


20  y 


\ 


( 


great  alTiilance  from  his  abilities  in  putting  a  plaullble  Ana.  ,6, 
colour  on  his  affumed  right  of  arbitrary  taxation.     The 
advantage  he  gained  by  Littleton's   defection  was  not 
of  that  importance.     New  champions  arofe  in  defence 
of  law :   the  right  of  impofuig  for  Ihips  was   difputed 
by  Mr.  St.  John  and  Mr.  Holborn  in  a  manner  that  left 
no  room  to  doubt  of  the  illegality  of  the  pretenfion  j 
whiia   the  folicitor-gcncral    in  tliis  bad   caufe  fiiewed 
himfelf  fo  indifferent  a  logician,    that  his  arguments 
lerved  but  to  complete  the  triumph  of  his  antagonills, 
and  left  to  the  King  no  other  victory  than  that  of  pre- 
vailing on  the  weaknefs  of  Immanitv,  and  depriving 
his  country  of  the  talents  of  an  ingenious  man.     On 
the  death  of  the  lord-keeper  Coventry,  Finch  was  pre- 
ferred to  the  feals,  and  Littleton  was  made  chief-juf- 
tice  of  the  Common  Pleas.       His  behaviour  whilft  in 
thefc  offices,   was  fuch  as  to  procure  him  fo  much  of 
the  favour  of  archbifliop  Laud  and  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford,  that  they  efpecially  recommended  him  to  the 
King,  as  a  perfon  who  would  be  ufeful  at  the  council- 
table,  where,    as  Clarendon  obferves,    he  kept  up  his 
good  name  in  a  manner,  that,  on  the  lord  Finch's  fly- 
ing the  kingdom,  he  was  thought  by  the  King  to  be 
the  fitteft  perfon  to  whom  lie  could  entruft  the  feals  ; 
and  on  the  earneft  defire  of  the  earl  of  Strafford  was 
created  a  baron  ;   that  delinquent  expeding,   that  by 
his  reputation  of  deep  knowledge  in  law.  he  would 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  proceedmgs  of  the 
peers.   This  was   a  fond  hope.      Littleton,  as  he  had 
once  deceived  his  country  from  views  of  profit,  fo  he 
now  deceived  his  patrons  on  motives  of  inclination : 
he  not    only  neglecfed  to  make  any  interefl  in  favor 
Vol.  m.  Q^q  ^^^ 
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Ann.  1642.    of  Strafford,  but  obeyed  the  rcfolution  of  the  Com- 
mons in  abfenting  himfclf  from  his  trial ;  and  was  fo 
indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  regain  the  confidence 
of  the  popular  fatflion,  that  looking  upon  him  as  their 
entire  creature,  they  treated  him  with  much  kindnefs 
and  refpear,  whilft  he  was  flighted  by  his  court  friends 
as  a  perfidious    renegade.      On  Littleton's  voting  for 
the  legality  of  the  parliament's  ordinance  for  the  mi- 
litia, and  accepting  under  their  authority  the  lieute- 
nancy of  a  county,   the  King,   inflamed  with  refcnt- 
ment,  fent  to  lord  Falkland  to  demand  of  him  the  great 
feal.  It  not  being  yet  determined  in  whofe  hands  it  was 
proper  to  commit  it,    in  a  confultation  on  this  fubjed: 
between   Falkland,    Colepeper,    and  Hyde,  the  fubtle 
-   lawyer,  who  had  before  tampered  with  the  dut51:ile  dif- 
politionof  Littleton,  reprefented,  That  a  great  clamour 
would  enfue  if  the  feal  was  one  hour  out  of  the  hands 
of  a  conftitutional  officer :  that  were  it  to  be  tendered 
to  any  one  who  Ihould  rejedl  it,  it  would  be  yet  more 
prejudicial  to  the  King  :  befldes,  if  Littleton  cared  not 
for  oflfcnding  his  majefty,    he  would  refufe  to  deliver 
it ;  and  in  this  rc%fal  he  would  be  juftified,  rewarded^ 
and  cheriOied  by  the  parliament.      He  then  propofed 
that  the  King  Ihould  be  advifed  to  fufpend  his  rcfolu- 
tion, and  write  kindly  to  the  keeper  to  bring  the  feal 
to  him,  infl:ead  of  fending  for  the  feal  itfclf.      Hyde's 
propofal  being  affented  to,  he  repaired  to  the  lord- 
keeper,  and  by  many  artful  infmuations  gained  fo  much 
on  him  as  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  a  former  pro- 
mife,  that  whenever  the  King  Ihould  fend  for  him  he 
would  follow  his  meflcnger  to  York.       Matters  being 
thus  agreed,    in  fome  few  days  following  came  pofl 
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from  York  one  Elliot,  a  boifl:crous  young  man,  who  had  Ann.  1642. 
a  long  time  followed  the  court  in  hopes  of  gaining  an 
employment  in  the  bed-chamber  *.      He  accofl:ed  the 

*  The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Elliot  to  lord 
Digby,  intercepted  andpublifhed  by  the  parliament. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  You  have  ever  been  fo  ready  to  oblige,  that  I  cannot  defpair  of  your 
fa/or  in  a  bufincfs  where  I  am   much  concerned.      The  Kincr  was 
pkafed  to  employ  me  to  London  to  my  lord-keeper  for  the  feals,   whicli 
though  after  two  hours  confideration   he  refufed,    yet  beino-   refolved 
not  to  be  denied,  my  importunity  at  lad  prevailed  ;  which  fervice  the 
King  hath  declared  was  fo  great,    that   he  hath    promifed  a  reward 
equal  to  it.     It  may  be  the  King  expels  1  (hould  move  him  for  fome 
place,  which   I  fliall  not  do,    being  refolved  never  to  have  any  but 
by  the  queen,  being  already  fo  infinitely  obliged  to  her  for  her  favor, 
that  I  confefs  I  would  owe  my  being  only  to  her ;  nor  fhall  I  ever  va- 
lue that  life  I  hold  but  as  a  debt  which  I  Ihall  ever  pay  to  her  com- 
mand.    The  favor  which  I  delire  from  your  lordfhip  is,  that  you  will 
engage  th-  queen  to  write  to  the  King,   that  he  would  make  me  a 
groom  of  his  bed-chamber ;  which  fince  I  know  is  fo  abfolutely  in  her 
power,  I  fliall  never  think  of  another  way  -,  for  which  favor  neither 
her  majefty  nor  your  lordfliip  fhall  ever  find  a  more  real  fervant.     F'or 
our  afl?airs,  they  are  now  in  fo  good  a  condition,  that  if  we  are  not 
undone  by  hearkening  to  an  accommodation,  there  is  nothing  elfe  can 
hurt  us,  which  I  fear  the  King  is  too  much  inclined  to  j  bu°  1  hope 
what  he  fliall  receive  from  the  queen  will  make  him  fo  refolved,  that 
nothing  but  a  fatisfaclion  equal  to  the  injuries  he  hath  received,  will 
make  him  quit  the  advantage  he  now  bath  ;  which  I  do  not  doubt  will 
be  the  means  of  bringing  your  lordfliip  quickly  hither." 

At  the  fame  time  was  publiflied  another  intercepted  letter  from  the 
lord  Digby  to  the  queen.  He  congratulates  her  in  being  withdrawn 
from  a  country  fo  unworthy  of  her,  on  his  arrival  in  Holland,  wherein 
he  defires  to  be  admitted  to  her  prefence,  notwithftanding  a  report  that  ' 
the  parliament  had  intreated  her  not  to  have  any  further  intercourfe 
with  him:  The  ground  of  their  malevolence,  he  tells  her,  is  fome  let- 
ters  they  had  prefumcd  to  open,  which  he  had  written  to  her  majefl:y  -, 
notwithftanding,  he  is  certain  he  had  not  communicated  any  thing  that 
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An„.  ,6,.  keeper  With  much  bluntncfs.  and  demanded  the  feal  • 
at  the  fame  tinie  putting  into  his  hands  a  letter  from 
the  King,  %nifymg  that  if  his  iiidifpofuion  ^^'  would 
not  permit  him  to  make  as  much  hafle  as  the  occafion 
required,  to  deliver  the  feal  to  the  bearer,  and  to  follow  at 
his  leiiuic.  Littleton,  furprifedand  angrj-  at  the  brutal 

mannerofElliot,a„dthinkinghim,byreafonQfhisvouth 
an  improperperfon  to  be  trufted  with  a  fecret  of  fuc'him- 
portance  anrwcred  briildy,  That  he  would  not  deliver 
It  into  other  hands  than  the  King's;  but  afterwards  re- 
collechng  that  he  had  now  gone  too  far  to  recede   he 
-       ooeyed  the  directions  of  the  letter,  and  followed  the  feal 
with  fo  much  expedition,  that  he  arrived  at  York  at  the 
end  of  three  daysf;  but  met  not  with  the  reception 
he  had  been  taught  to  expecl.     Charles  was  of  an  un- 
forgiving difpofuion,    and  belides,  Elliot  had  boafled 
that  to  his  courage  alone  the  King  owed  the  poffenion 
of  the  fea  ,  he  having  ravifl.ed  it  from  the  keeper,  in 
fpight  of  his  teeth.     Thus,  by  a  defpicable  weaknefs 
of  temper,  did  this   doating  old  man  lofe  the  efleem 
of  all  parties  ;  and,  quitting  thofe  real  advantages  he 

could  be  wrefted  to  an  ill  fenfe  by  his  ereateft   pn^mi.      i.    i    „ 
mentioned  bufineft  to  her  fince  he  1ft  Sand      To   ^Kv"^  T 
conferred  he  had  wHtten  with  that  hatdine^S  he  t ,  ug  e  h' '"ala.: 
.         and  complexion  required,  but  that  was  fent  by  fo  fafe  a  hand    thf  h^ 
could  not  apprehend  the  mifcarriage.     Thus  by  thefe  incendtries   vt  • 
the, mag,nat.on  of  this  weak  woman,  the  chief  mftrument  to  work  ef 
feaually  on  the  fo^l,es,  prejudices,  and  vices  of  her  hufband.  ftdwtt 
hopes  ot  power  and  conqueft,  to  the  ftirring  up  of  all  thofe  bloody  If 

cisr :1;:.  %:t  ^,r Jt"" '" "' ''"'-' ''''-  ^ 

♦  He  was  now  advanced  in  life,  and  fubjcfb  to  the  gravel, 
t  He  travelled  on  horfcback. 
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enjoyed  by  the  parliament,  fought, 'by  a  fccond  breach  Ann.  16+2. 
of  trull*,  the  fmiles  of  a  mailer  he  had  offended,  and 
whofe  haughty  difpofition  prevented  his  treating  with 
complacency  his   mofl  avowed  creatures  f.      Littleton 

*  The  popular  fadion,  depending  on  their  interefl:  with  Littleton, 
negleded  to  execute  a  necefiary  caution  which  had  been  propolld  in  a 
confultation,  viz.  Whether,  in  regard  the  keeper  might  be  lent  for  by 
the  King,  or  that  the  feal  might  be  taken  from  him,  it  would  not  be 
right  to  appoint  it  to  be  kept  in  a  fecure  place,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
keeper  for  the  execution  of  his  office  ?     Gar.  Hijt,  vol.  I.  p.  445. 

t  Clarendon,  in  his  own  Life,  tells  us.  That  Littleton  was  very  ill 
treated  at  York,  by  thofe  lords,  the  creatures  of  the  court,  whom  he 
had  offended  by  his  former  condud  ;  that  the  King  countenanced  this 
behaviour,  fulfering  Elliot's  extravagant  difcourfes  to  gain  credit,  with- 
out reprehenfion  or  vindication  ;  that  he  never  trufted  the  keeper  with 
the  great  feal,  nor  permitred  him  to  ufc  it,  but  in  his  prefence;  that 
this  condudt  occafioncd  a  great  melancholy  in  the  keeper-,  thar,  on  his 
making  demurs,  objedions,  and  delays,  againft  putting  the  feal  to  one 
of  the  King's  proclamations,  the  King  would  have  turned  him  out  of 
his  office;  that    Mr.  Hyde,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon,  who  owns 
that  his  objedions  were  often  realbnable,  interpofed  in  his  favor,  hav- 
ing drawn  him  into  the  fnare  ;  telling  the  King,  that  by  feverity'to  the 
keeper  he  would  difcourage  others  who  defired  to  ferve  him  faithfully ; 
that  the  King  protefted,  that  if  it  was  not  for  Mr.  Hyde's  fake,  he 
would  turn  the  keeper  out  of  his  place  ;  that  he  enlarged  upon  his  fear 
of  difobliging  the  parliament  j  and  recommended  to  Mr.  Hyde  to  aive 
him  good  counlcl.     This  Mr.  Hyde  cells  us  he  did  fo  effec^uallyr  by 
preparing  him  by  difcourfe,  when  any  thing  was  to  be  done  that  admi- 
niftered  any  argument  for  doubt,  that  is,  when  any  thing  was  to  be 
done  w  uch  he  would  think  contrary  to  law,  that  there  was  never  after 
any  unkmdnefs  of  the  King  towards  him.     The  fame  author,  however, 
in  his  charader  of  thofe  privy- counfellors  who  attended  the  Kin-  at 
Oxford,  tells  us.  That  Littleton's  parts,  which  in  the  profeffion  ot°the 
law  were  very  good,  were  not  applicable  to  the  bufinef.  now  in  hand 
1  his  IS  a  favourable  teftm^ony  of  this  unhappy  n^an's  condud,  afte; 
his  leaving  the  parliament,  and  refiding  at  Oxford.     Clarcnd.^s  Life 
vol.  I.  p.  120.    Clar,  Hiji,  vol.  II.  p.  ,51.  -^  * 
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Aaa.  1642.    having  begun  his  journey  on  the  Saturday,  and  the 

parliament  not  meeting  till  iMonday  *,  it  was  more  than 

^  two  days  before  his  defe<5lion  and  fliglu  was  known  f. 

The  accident  of  lofmg  the  great  fcal  occafioned  much 
trouble  and  dillra^tion  in  the  upper  houfe  :  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  moved,  That  a  committee  might  be 
appointed  to  confider  how  there  might  be  an  accom- 
modation between  the  Kmg  and  his  people.  This  de- 
jection was  but  momentary ;  the  houfe  of  Commons 
treating  the  incident  as  a  trifling  one,  the  peers  re-af- 
fumcd  courage.  A  warrant  was  ifTued  for  apprehend- 
ing the  keeper,  artel,  according  to  the  King's  repeated 
invitation,  that  the  parliament  would  digeft  into  one 
The  pariia-  body  all  their  demands,  the  following  nineteen  propo- 

mcnt  fend 
nineteen  pro- 

pofuionsio  »  Littleton,  after  his  apoftacy,  was  mean  enough  to  write,  by  the 
ing.  |^ing»5  (Jire(5lion,  a  letter  to  the  lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  difa- 
vowing  the  having  given  his  vote  for  the  ordinance  of  the  militia. 
The  Lords  ordered  the  journals  of  their  houfe  to  be  fearched,  to  afcertain 
the  truth  of  the  matter  •,  and,  to  the  eternal  infamy  of  the  keeper,  it 
was  found  that  he  had  not  only  given  his  vote  for  the  ordinance,  but  had 
accepted  of  a  lieutenancy,  named  his  deputies,  and  agreed  to  the  feveral 
forms  of  deputation.  I'hefe  particulars,  figned  by  the  clerk,  were  fent 
to  lord  Willoughby,  who  had,  in  a  letter  to  the  King,  quoted  the  au- 
thority of  Littleton-,  and  afterwirds  were  printed  andpublifhed.  Not 
only  Littleton  ihechancellor,  but  Banks  the  chief-juftice  of  the  Common- 
Pleas,  a  lawyer  noted  for  his  bafe  compliance  with  the  meafures  of  the 
court,  and  for  the  extraordinary  arguments  he  urged  in  defence  of  the 
King's  right  of  impofing  the  tax  of  fliip-moncy,  voted  for  the  parlia- 
mentary ordinance  of  militia.  The  earl  of  Eflex  was  put  into  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  the  county  of  Salop,  in  Littleton's  place.  Pari.  Hrjl.  vol. 
XI.  p.  199. 

-}-  The  houfe  of  peers,  by  his  man.agement,  had  been  adjourned  till 
a  later  hour  than  ufual. 
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fitions,  containing  thofe  particulars  which  were  thought  Aon.  iS^z, 
necellary  reftraints  on  the  royal  power,  were  now  of- 
fered to  him  :  That  the  members  of  the  privy-council, 
and  the  officers  of  Hate,  fhould  be  approved  by  the  two 
hoiifes,  or  by  the  council,  in  the  inter\^al  of  parliament ; 
and  that  privy-counfellors  fliould  take  an  oath  for  the 
due  execution  of  their  office,  the  form  to  be  agreed  on 
by  parliament :   That  public  adts  fhould  be  done  by  the 
confent  of  the  major  part  of  the  council,  atteftcd  under 
their  hands  :   That  the  number  of  the  council  fliould  be 
limited   to  fifteen,  or  five-and-twenty  at  mofl :  That 
thofe  who  were  entrufled  with  the  government  of  the 
King's  children  fliould  be  approved  by  both  houfes, 
or,  in    the    interval  of  parliament,    by  the  council  : 
That  no  marriage  Ihould  be  concluded  or  treated  for 
the  King's  children,  but  by  confent  of  parliament  *  : 
That  the  laws  againft  Jefuits,  prieils,  and  popifh  re- 
cufants,  fhould  be  flri^lly   put  in  execution,  without 
any  toleration   or   difpenfation  ;   and  that  a  more  ef- 
fectual courfe  fliould  be  ena«51:ed,  to  difable  them  from 
making  diflurbance  in  the  ftate  :  That  the  votes  of 
popifli  lords  fliould  be  taken  away  ;  and  that  a  law 
fhould  be  enabled  for  educating  the  children  of  Papifls 
in  the  Proteflant  religion  :  That  the  King  would  con- 
fent to  fuch  a  reformation  of  the  worfliip  and  govern- 
ment of  the  church,  as  both  houfes  of  parliament,  with 
the  affiilance  of  divines,  fliould  advife :  That  he  would 
reft  fatisfied  with  the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  until 

*  They  had  experienced  very  ill  confequences  from  the  capricious 
alliances  the  crown  had  made  with  popifli  princes,  and  they  had  no  hope 
of  getting  rid  of  tl^efe  but  by  reftraiair>g  the  royal  choice. 
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the    lame    fliould    be  farther  fettled    ty  bill:    Th:it 
members  of  parliament,  who  had  been  deprived  of 
their  offiees  this   felfions,  lliould  be  reflored,  on  th- 
petition  of  both  houfes .-  That  privy-counfellors  and 
judges    Ihould    take   an    oath    for    maintaining    the 
petition  of  right,  and  other  llatutes  made  thip  parlia- 
ment :  That  tiic  oHicers   of  ftate  and  judges  Ihould 
ho  d    their   places    y..^-«A„  /,   tern  gcffhint :   That    the 
juticc    of    the    parliament     ilioiild    pai^    „pon     all 
delinquents  :     That    the    general  pardon    offered    by 
the  King  Ihould  be  granted,  with  fuch  exceptions  as 
Ihould  be  offered  by  the  two  houfes :   That  the  forts 
;ind  caftlcs  of  the  kingdom  Ihould  be  put  under  the 
c;uftody   of   perfons   approved    bv   parliament,  or    in 
the  uiterval  of  parliament,  by  the  council :  That  the 
King's  levies  fliould    be   difl^anded :  That   he  would 
enter  into  a  more  ftrid   alliance  with   the  Hates   of 
the  United    Provinces,  and   other   Proteftant  princes 
againft  the  pope  and  his  adherents,  and  for  the  re- 
covery   of  the     Palatinate :     That   the   fix    members 
Ihould    be  cleared  by  aft  of  parliament  «.-  That  no 

t  The  parliament  had  before  fcnt  up  a  bill  for   the  clearin..  the  Px 
members,    which  was   refufed  by  the   King.      The  King  fiUd,  th« 
one   reafon  for  h.s  refufal  was  a  claufe  in  the  bill.    decTarina    that 
no  member  ot  either  houfe,  upon  acciWation  of  trealon,  could  have  his 
perlon  Icized,  without  the  conlent  of  that  houfe  of  whi  J,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber;  "contrary    fays  he,  to  the  known  laws  of  the  lam),  which  extends 
not  privilege  of  parliament  to  treafon."      The  parliament  allowed  this 
inaxim.  bm  confined  its  frgnification  to  manife.l  treafon  :  oth.rwife   that 
the  proots  Ihould  be  explained  to  the  parliament,  to  prevent  tha't  pre- 
judice which  muft  accrue  to  the  public  from  the  King  having  it  in  his 
power,  at  a  critical  junfture,  to  imprilbn  the  lending  memberl  of  both 
houles.     The  King  continued  obltinately  to  alTcrt,  that  his  na.ht  in  this 
point  was  undeniab;e. 
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peers  *  made  hereafter  fliould  fit  in  parliament  with-  Ani.  ,64,. 
out  confent  of  both  houfes.  Thefe  their  defires  granted, 
the  parliament  promifed  to  apply  themfelves  to  regu- 

•  Patent  peers,  created  by  the  meer  prerogative  of  the  crown  ;  a  pre- 
rogative dangerous  to  the  very  exldence  of  the  conftitution  and  the  liberty 
ot  the  fubjea  ;  a  prerogative  which  has  ever  been  notorioufly  abufed 
and  which  looks  with  a  baleful  alpeft  on  the  whole  body  of  the  Com* 
mons,  IS,  according  to  a  fmall  odavo  treatile,  entitled,  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Manner  of  creating  Peers,  an  encroachment  on  the  privileges  of  the 
people  of  no  earlier  a  date  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VII  ;    the  author 
of  the  forementioned  treatife  affirming  that  peers  created  by  letters-pa- 
tent, previous  to  this  period,  was  done  by  the  aflent  of  parliament.     I 
have  been  to  d,  that  there  are  records  extant  which  contradift  this  affer- 
t'on ;  but  it  IS  Ukely  that  the  exceptions  are  few  ;  and  that  the  aflent  of  par- 
liament was  regarded  as  neceflary  to  render  fuch  creations  conftitutional 
The  propofitions  mentioned  in  the  text,  and  others,  in  which  feveral 
particulars  were  to  be  removed  from  the  perfons  of  the  King  and  queen  • 
the  queen,  to  take  an  oath  in  the  prefence  of  both  houfes,  that  Oie  would' 
not  intermeddle  concerning  the  difpofal  of  places,  or  in  any  of  the  af 
fairs  of  ftate  and  government ;  none  of  the  King's  children  to  go  bevond 
the  leas,  without  the  confent  of  parliament ;  no  popilh  fervice  to  be  faid 
in  the  courts  of  the  King,  queen,  or  prince ;  nor  any  of  their  fervants 
permitted  to  be  prefent  at  mafs,  under  the  penalty  of  lofs  of  office  •  that 
thofe  members  of  the  lower  houfe  accufed  of  offences  againft  that  houfe 
who  had  been  made  peers  this  prefent  parliament  fliould,  by  aft  of  par 
liament,    l^  put  out  of  the  upper  houfe  •,   and  that  all  the  members  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons  who  had  this  parliament  been  made  peers,  fliould 
be  excluded  from  giving  their  votes,  unlefs  both  houfes  fliould  ^ive  their 
aflent;  that  the  King  would  make  a  public  declaration  that,  a°ccord,ne 
to  law,  he  would  not  receive  any  private  information  or  fuggeftion  againif 
any  metnbers  of  par  lament,    for  things  done  in  parliament ;  and  tha 
he  would  difcover  the  names  of  thole  who  had  advifed  him  in  the  bu 
finels  of  profecuting  the  fix  members ;  had  been  long  under  the  confide- 
ration  of  both  houles.  The  crude  materials,  afterwards  digefted  into  thofe 
nineteen  propofltions,  that  were  prefented  to  the  King,  were  furniffied 

^«'l  H  7."'h  °""""r  °r  ^°"^'  '"''  ^°'"'"°"''  ='PP°'"''J  '°  <•«  «  Gro- 

nl:^  H -V   r"=.       "^J"""'"''"' °'^  P""^""''    «hich  immediately 
preceded  the  King  s  coming  to  the  lower  houfe  to  demand  the  fix  mem' 

bers      Pari.  H.Jl.  vol.  X.  p.  403.  ,t  fi,.      Clar.  Hifi.  voL  L  p.  300. 
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the    iamc    lliould    be  fixrthcr  fettled    by  bill:    ih-a 
members  of  parliament,  wlio  l,a<!  been  dcprixecl  of 
their  offices  tbis  felHons  ihoiild  be  rettored,  on  th- 
pctuion  of  both  houfcs :  That  priw-tounfeHors  and 
judges    fliould    take   an    oath    for    maintaining    the 
petition  of  right,  and  other  ilatutes  made  thif  parlia- 
ment :  That  tiic  oUicers   of  Hate  and   judges  Ihould 
ho  d    their   places    y.....«.fe  /,  ta,e  ^.ff;,i:u .-   That    the 
.juuiec    of    the    parliament     fliould    pvS,    upon     all 
delinquents:     That   the    general  pardon    ofiercd    by 
< he  King  fliouId  be  granted,  ^vith  fuch  exceptions  as 
Ihould  be  offered  by  the  two  houfes :   That  the   forts 
and  caftles  of  the  kingdom  Ihould   be  put  under  the 
cudody   of   perfons   appiovcd    by   parliament,  or,  in 
tnc  interval  of  parliament,  by  the  council :  That  the 
Kmg's  levies  fliould    be   diltandcd  :  That    he  would 
enter  into  a  more  arlit   alliance  with   the  Hates   of 
the  Unicc.l    Provinces,  and   other   Proteftant  princes 
agamft  the  pope  and  his  adherents,  and  for  the  re- 
covery   of  the     Palatinate :     That    the   fix    members 
Ihould    be  cleared   by  ae^  of  parliament*:  That  no 

t  The  parlmment  had  before  font  up  a  bill  for   the  clearing  the  fix 
members,    which  was   refufed  by  ,he   King.      The  King  fJd,  thai 
one  reafon  for  h,s  refufal  was  a  claufe  in  the  bill,    dedarin..     In 
no  mea,b.r  ot  cuher  houli.-,  upon  acculation  of  trealon.  could  luve  his 
perlon  luzed,  without  the  conlbn:  of  that  houfe  of  whij,  he  was  a  mem- 
bcr;  "contrary,  fays  he,  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  which  extends 
not  privilege  of  parliament  to  treafon."      The  parliament  allowed  tirs 
inaxini,  but  conlined  its  ftgnification  to  manifcft  treafon  :  oth.rwife   t'-at 
the  proots  (hould  be  explained  to  the  parliament,  to  prevent  tha't  p;e. 
ju.ice  which  muft  accrue-  to  the  public  from  the  ICing  havin..  it  in  his 
pow-er,  at  a  crmcal  junftore.  to  imprilbn  the  leading  member"  of  both 
houfes.     1  he  King  continued  obltinately  to  afTert,  tha:  his  right  in  this 
point  was  undeniab:e.  ° 
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peers  *  made  hereafter  fliould  fit  in  parliament  with-  Aoo.  .64. 
oiit  confent  of  both  houfes.  Thefc  their  defires  granted, 
the  parliament  promifcd  to  apply  themfelves  to  regu- 

•  Patent  peers,  created  by  the  meer  prerogative  of  the  crown  ;  a  orc- 
rogative  dangerous  to  the  very  exIHence  of  the  conftitution  and  the  liberty 
ot  the  fubjeft ;  a  prerogative  which  has  ever  been  notorioufly  abufed 
and  which  looks  with  a  baleful  afpefl  on  the  whole  body  of  the  Com' 
mons.  IS,  according  to  a  fmall  oflavo  treatile,  entitled,  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Manner  of  creating  Peers,  an  encroachment  on  the  privileges  of  the 
people  of  no  earlier  a  date  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VII  ,    the  author 
of  the  forementioned  treatife  affirming  that  peers  created  bv  letters-m- 
ent.  previous  to  Ihi,  period,  was  done  by  the  .(lent  of  tniti^^J  I 
avc  l«n  tod    that  there  arc  record,  extant  which  coa,r*dia ,h^ «,rer. 
'onibu.it  IS  likely  thattheexceptions  arefcw ,  and  tb«  the»flcncof  w> 
liamcnt  was  rcRaulcd  as  neccfTary  to  render  fuch  civa.ioni  coaftiiutio<a| 
Tlie  propofitions  mentioned  in  the  text,  and  otliers,  in  whici  (cveral 
particulars  were  to  be  removed  from  the  perfons  of  the  Kk«  tod  potcn  - 
the  queen,  to  take  an  oath  In  the  prefcnce  of  both  houfesTihat  flwwould 
not  intermeddle  concerning  the  difpolil  of  places,  or  ia  any  of  .iT!/ 
f»ir»  of  (late  and  Kovemn.ent ;  none  of  the  King's  children  to  to  bewn-l 
the  lea,,  without  the  confent  of  parliament ;  no  popilh  fervicc  to  be  iJ 
in  the  courts  of  the  King,  queen,  or  prince  -.  nor  »ny  of  their  krttmt 
permitted  t;;  be  picfent  at  mafs,  under  the  i^nalty  of  lof,  oc'  office  •  th« 
thofe  member*  „1  the  lower  houfe  occuled  of  onVnce,  againft  ih«  ho^tr 
*ho  had  been  m4;lc  pern  thit  perfint  parliaxent  Itculd,  by  i^  of  ij! 
lament,    be  put  out  d  the  upper  houfe  j  «kI  tJu,  aJUhe  memW 
he  houfe  0  Com=.ons  «fc,  h*l  thi.  par.'umcnt  beeo  m,dc  pecr^  IhouJd 
be  excluded  from  giving  thdr  votes,  u.ikt.  both  lK.ufc»  J),o„W  oirc  tfceir 
Kflent  i  that  .he  K.-^  «x>uld  nuke  .  public  Jcchrttioo  Uut.  ^cordina 
to  law.  he  would  not  receive  any  p«i»„c  iaforimtion  o,  r..s7eft.co««.kft 
any  members  ot  p,rfa,«„t.   fo,  thing,  done  «  ,»rli„i^, ,  J^ 
hej«>uld  di^ovcr  the  name,  of  thoti  -ho  h*l  aJvi.W)  him  JZC 
£>>c6  ot  prorecut.i.g  (he  Cxinw.bcrs ,  h*l  been  W  under  ,ht<on&jL 

nineteen  pn>f^,uo^  tl:«  .„«  prefcnted  ,0  ,bc  K««.%cc  fc^S 

t't^HTdn'T  "  •  ^"""  *"'  ^""^''»'  '"WJ  to  n.  at  G,^ 
Tr^^tii  I'h   r  *.  •'°"'"'"'*  "  l'*fliain««.   whieh  imcnedutely 
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Ann.  1642.  late  the  King's  prefent  revenue,  to  encreafe  it  beyond 
the  proportion  of  any  former  grants  to  the  crown,  and 
to  put  the  town  of  Hull  into  fuch  hands  as  the  King 
Ihould  appoint. 

It  mufl  be  allowed,    that  thefe  proportions  new- 
modelled  the  conftitution,  infufing  in  it  fo  much  of 
the  fpirit  of  a  republic,  that  they  deprived  the  monarch 
of  every  prerogative  noxious  to  good  government ;  nor 
could  they  be  faid  to  fecure  to  the  people  a  full  and 
permanent  enjoyment  of  liberty,  without  additions  re- 
lative to  the  flrengthening  and  confirming  the  dcmo- 
cratical  power  in  a  manner  that  (hould  prevent  oligar- 
chy or  ariflocracy  from  eftablifhing  itfelf  on  the  ruins 
of  monarchy :  but  as  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs was  now  in  the  hands  of  wife  and  virtuous  men, 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe  important  points  would 
have  been  attended  to,  if  Charles,  on  the  forementioned 
grounds,  had  entered  into  treaty.      He  was  not  of  a 
propofitions.  difpofition  to  coufcnt,  in  his  prelent  circumltances,  to 
fuch  an  abridgement  of  regal  privilege  :    "  Should  I 
grant  thefe  demands,  faid  he,  in  his  reply,  I  may  be 
waited  on  bare-headed,  I  may  have  my  hand  kiiTed, 
the  title  of  majefty  continued  to  me,  and  the  King's  au- 
thority, fignified  by  both  houfes  of  parHament,  be  dill 
the  flyle  of  your  commands  ;  I  may  have  fwords  and 
maces  carried  before  me,  and  pleafe  myfelf  with  the 
fight  of    a  crown  and  fceptre ;  but  even  thefe  twigs 
would  not  long  flourifh  when  the  flock  on  which  they 
grew  was  dead  •,  but  as  to  true  and  real  power,  I  fhould 
remain  but  the  outfide,   but  the  picflure,   but  the  fign 
CoiSns    ^^  ^  K.ing."    He  told  the  parliament,  that  if  they  had 
unfcafonably  vented  tlicir  propofitions,    theii'  hopes 

would 
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would  foon  have  been  blafled  ;  to  bring  their  dcfigns  Ann.  164*. 
to  this  ripenefs,  they  had  removed  a  troublefome  rub 
in  their  way,  the  law* ;  they  had  eredled  an  upflart  au- 
thority without  him ;  they  had  prepared  and  directed 
to  the  people  unprecedented  invectives  againfl  his  go- 
vernment, to  weaken  his  authority  and  due  efleem  a- 
mong  them  f ;  they  had  injurioufly  and  prefumptuoufly, 
though  he  conceived  impudence  itfelf  was  afhamed  of 
it,  attempted  to  cafl  on  him  afperfions  of  favoring  a 
rebellion  in  his  own  bowels  ;  they  had  broached  new 
dodlrines,  that  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  all  laws  that 
fhould  be  offered  to  him  by  both  houfes  t;  they  had 

•  Could  they  have  done  this  if  the  law,  by  an  abufe  of  power,  had 
not  been  found  a  grievance  ? 

+  If  thofe  invcdbivcs  had  contained  falfhoods,  they  would  only  have 
been  prejudicial  to  their  authors  ;  if  truths,  there  was  no  efteemduc. 

J  In  one  of  the  voluminous  declarations  on  the  bufinefs  of  Hull, 
the  parliament  afferted.  That  the  kings  of  this  realm  flood  engaged  by 
the  oath  that  they  did,  or  ought  to  take  at  their  coronation,  as  well  to 
confirm  fuch  laws  as  the  people  fhould  choofe,  and  to  remedy  by  law 
fuch  inconveniencies  as  the  people  might  fuffer,  as  to  keep  and  proted 
the  laws  already  in  being  :  this,  they  faid,  appeared  by  the  form  of  the 
oath  upon  record,  and  in  books  of  good  authority,  and  by  the  follow- 
ing claufe  in  the  flatute  of  25  Ed.  111.  entitled.  The  Statute  of  Pro- 
vifors  of  Benefices.     "  Whereupon  the  faid  Commons  have  prayed  our 
lord  the  King,  that  fince  the  right  of  the  crown  of  England,  and  the 
law  of  the  faid  realm,  is  fuch,  that  upon  the  mifchicfs  and  damages 
that  happen  to  his  realm,  he  ought,  with  the  accord  of  his  people  in 
parliament,  thereof  to  make  remedy  and  law,  &c.**     The  King,  not- 
withftanding  the  authority  of  this  claufe,  denied  the  right  of  the  claim^' 
by  a  verbal  criticifm  on  the  tcnfe  of  the  Latin  verb  eli^erif,  fignifying 
ba:h  chofen,  as  well  as  Jhall  cboofe  j  and  peremptorily  infilled,  that  he 
had  an  abfolute  option,  to  pafs,  or  hot  to  pafs,  any  bill  tendered  by 
parliament,  without  giving  any  reafon  for  his  refufal.     Much  may  be 
fakl  in  defence  of  cither  of  thefe  contradiftory  claims.    Certain  ii  is, 

R  r  2  if 
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Ann.  164.2.  interpreted  his  necefTary  guard  legally  aflembled  for 
his  defence,  againll  a  traitor  in  open  rebellion  againfl 
him,  to  be  with  intent  to  levy  war  againfl  his  parlia- 
ment, a  thought  his  foul  abhorred,  thereby  to  render 
him  odious  to  his  people  *.      They  had  awed  his  good 

if  the  King,  conceiving  any  fuch  bill  prejudicial  to  himfclf,  or  incon- 
venient to  the  public,  hath  a  right  to  make  ufe  of  his  negative  voice* 
ib  have  the  padiament,  who  are  more  immediately  trufted  by  the  peo- 
ple, a  right  to  exert  the  whole  power  veiled  in  them  by  the  conftitucion 
to  force  the  royal  aflent  to  any  bill  they  think  conducive  to  public  uti- 
lity. The  refolution.  That  the  King  was  bound  by  his  oath  to  pafs  fuch 
bills  as  fhould  be  prefented  to  him  by  both  houfts  of  parliament,  for 
the  good  of  the  kingdom,  pafled  by  a  majority  of  103  againft  61.  ParL 
////?.  vol.  XL  p.  149. 

*  Notwithftanding  this  flrong  afleveration,   befides  the  undeniable 
teftimony  of  the  King's  warlike  preparations,  his  hiilorian  Clarendon, 
with  a  variety  of  contradictory  aflertions,  owns   the  intent  of  levying 
war  to  refill  the  parliament,  from  the  period  of  the  King's  abfenting 
himfelf  from  that  affembly.    After  (hewing  that  the  intent  of  the  King's 
journey  northward  was  to  fecure  Portfmouth  and   Hull,  towns  well 
fituated  for  the  receiving  foreign  fupplies,  he  fays.    That  when  the 
King  found,  on  his  arrival  at  York,  a  great  alacrity  exprefled  for  his 
fcrvice,  he  was  determined  to  treat  the  two  houfes  in  another  man- 
ner than   he  had   done;    and  to  have  nothing   extorted  from   him, 
but  what  he  was  well  inclined  to  confent  to:  That  he  omitted  no 
opportunity  to  provide  againft   the   ftorm  he  faw  was  coming,    nor 
neglefted  the  provifion  he  thought    moft  neceliary  for  his  defence  : 
That  the  queen  was  as  intent  to  do  her  parr,  and  to  provide,   that  fo 
good  company  as  Ihe  heard  was  daily  gathered  together  about  the 
King,  (hould  not  be  diflblved  for  want  of  weapons  to  defend  one  ano- 
ther :  That,  with  as  much  fecrecy  as  could  be.  ufed  in  thofe  cafes,  and 
where  (he  had  fo  many  fpies  upon  her,  (lie  caufrd,  by  the  fale  or  pawn- 
ing  of  her  own  and  fome  of  the  crown-jewels,  a  good   quantity  of 
powder  and  arms  to  be  in  rcadinels  in  Holland,  agairft  the  time  it  (hould 
be  found  necciTary  to  tranfport  them  to  his  maj;;Il>'.     After  this  plain 
confe(rion  of  what  had  been  well  proved  to  the  parliament,  the  author, 
in  a  period  of  thirty-eight  lines,  makes  the  following  extraordinary  ani- 

madverfions: 
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fubieas  with  purfuivants,  heavy  cenfures,  and  illegal  A.n.  164.. 
imprifonmems,  that  few  of  them  durft  prefent  their 

madverfions :     «  It  will  be  wondered  at  hereafter    that,  in  a  judging 
and  difcerning  ftate,  where  men  either  had,  or  feemed  to  have,  tno 
faculty  of  their  reafon  and  underftanding  at  the  height    thofe  men  who 
had  the  (kill  and  cunning,  out  of  froward  and  peevilh  humours  and  in- 
difpofitions,  to  compound  fears  and  jealoufies,    and  to  annnate  and 
inflame  thofe  fears  and  jealoufies  into  the  moft  prodigious  and  boldcft 
rebellion   any  age  or  country  ever  brought  forth  •  1  lay    it  may  feem 
ftrange  that  thefe  men  could  entertain  the  hope  and  confidence  to  ob- 
trudeluch  a  declaration  and  vote  upon  the  people,  that  the  King  did 
intend  to  make  war  againft  the  parliament,  when  they  were  lo  far  from 
apprehending  that  lie  would  be  able  to  get  an  army  to  difturb  them, 
that  they  were  moft  affured  he  would  not  be  able  to  get  bread  to  main- 
tain himfelf  three  months,  without  fubmitting  all  his  counfels  to  their 
condua  and  controul ;  and  that  the  offering  to  impofe  it  did  not  awaken        ^ 
the  people  to  an  indignation  which  might  have  confounded  them  ;  for  • 
befides  their  prefumptlon,  in  endeavoring  to  fearch  what  the  fcripture 
itlelf  told  them  was  unfearchable,  the  heart  of  the  King,  the  very  law 
of  the  land,  whofc  defence  they  pretended,  makes  no  concluiion  of 
the  intention  of  the  meaneft  fubjed,  in  a  matter  of  the  higheft  and  ten- 
dereft  confequence,  even   treafon  itfclf  againft  the  life  of  the  King, 
without  fome  overt,  unlawful  aft,    from  whence,    and  other  circum- 
ftances,    the  ill  intention  may  be  feafonably  made  appear,  &c."     In 
another  place,  the  lame  hiftorian  fays,  That  many  did  yet  believe  the 
King  too  long  deferred  his  recourfc  to  arms ;  and  that,  if  he  had  railed 
forces  upon  his  firft  repulfe  at  Hull,  his  fervice  would  have  been  very 
much  advanced  ;  and  that  the  pariiament  would  not  have  been  able 
to  have  drawn  an  army  together :  but  that  the  King  had  not,  at  that 
time,  one  barrel  of  powder,  nor  one  mufquet,  nor  any  other  provifion 
neceffary  for  an  army,  and,  which  was  worfe,  was  not  fure  of  any  one 
port  to  which  they  could  be  fecurely  affigned ;  nor  had  he  money  for 
the  fupport  of  his  own  table  for  the  term  of  one  month  :  That  he  ex- 
peaed  with  impatience  the  arrival  of  all  thofe  neceflTaries,  by  the  care 
and  aftivity  of  the  queen,  who  was  then  in  Holland,  and  who,  by  the  fale 
of  her  own  as  well  as  the  crown  jewels,  and  by  the  friendfliip  of  Henry 
prince   of  Orange,    did  all   ftie  could  to   provide    all  that  was  ne- 
ceOary  :  That  the  King  had  newly  direded  her  to  fend  all  to  New- 
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enderncfs  of  his  fufTerings,  though  in  an  humble  pe- 
tition, to  both  houfcs  ;   and  if  any  did,  it  was  flijQed 
in  the  birth,  and  called  fedition  *.   "  The  perfon  of  the 
King,    fays   Charles,    hath  been  fometimes    unjuftly 
depofed ;  yet  the  regal  power  was  never,  before  this 
time,  ftrucken  at.      Such  who  have  been  mifled  by  ill 
counfels  to  have  any  hand  in  the  execution  of  the  mi- 
litia, will  fee  to  what  end  their  fervice  is  defigned  j  and 
therefore,   if  they  fhall  prefumc  hereafter  to  meddle 
in  it,  they  muft  expedt  that  we  will  immediately  pro- 
ceed againfl  them  as  enemies  to  our  fovereign  power." 
In  this  anfwer  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  King,  inflcad 
of  entering  into  the  queftion,  Whether,  as  he  had  abufed 
his  power,    and  had  been  guilty  of  many  breaches  of 
faith,  his  word  ought  to  be  taken,   that  he  would  for 
the  future  govern  according  to  the  law  of  the  land? 
entered  into  a  description  of  the  nature  of  the  Englifh 
conftitution,  which  he  acknowledged  to  partake  of  mo- 
narchy, ariftocracy,  and   democracy  j  that  the   regal 
power  was  relative  and  limited  ;  that  jurifdidion  be- 
longed to  the  Peers,  and  impeachment  of  evil  minif- 

caftlc  J  and,  in  the  mean  time,  both  the  King  himfelf,  and  thofc  who 
knew  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  feemcd  to  be  without  any  thoughts  of 
making  war,  and  to  hope  that  the  parliament  would,  at  laft,  enclinc 
to  fome  accommodation :  That,  after  the  arrival  of  ammunition, 
all  levies  were  haftened  with  as  much  difpatch  as  poflible,  the  lords 
and  council  about  the  King,  with  fcveral  other  perfons  of  quality,  mak. 
mg  a  voluntary  fubfcription  for  the  payment  of  fo  many  horfc  in  three 
months.     Gar.  Hiji.  vol.  I.  p.  361,  415,  ^  feq.  520,  522. 

*  Could  the  authority  of  parliament  have  done  this,  if  the  Kin<^'s 
condu<a  had  noc  deprived  him  of  the  affcdions  of  the  major  part  of  his 
people  ? 
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ters  to  the  Commons :  he  afferted,  that  the  executive  Ann.  1642. 
part  of  government  was  entirely  tioifled  to  the  King ; 
that  he  fhould  look  on  the  advices  of  his  parliament 
as  advices  which  he  was  at  full  liberty  to  receive  or  • 
rejedt,  not  as  commands ;  upon  them,  as  counfellors, 
not  his  tutors  ;  and  upon  himfelf  as  their  King,  not  as 
their  pupil.  Though  this  explication  lowers  the  value 
of  the  former  conccflion,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  lan- 
guage of  this  reply  is  very  different  from  what,  by  the 
King's  diredion,  had  been  prated  in  the  pulpit,  and 
from  what  he  had  himfelf  formerly  ufed,  when  in  the 
zenith  of  hi«  power*;  nor  did  his  penman  cfcapc  the 
cenfurc  of  tlie  party,  who  thought  that  the  mylkric* 
of  ilatc  were  imprudently  unveiled  ;  and  that  ihcfc  per- 
formances would  be  a  lailing  condemnation  of  the 
King's  paft  conduct,  and  an  obftniction  to  his  future 
government  f.     ^1  he  King,  not  bemg  yet  able  to  puc 

•  "  I  muft  let  you  know*  fakl  he  to  th«  C<mirr>oni,  when  tfccy  wrc 
pitp«nng  2  chwgc  agaiiu^  Buckir^hiim,  ihK  I  will  noc  aUow  aay  of  my 
^rviiv.s  to  be  q\Kl\iooed  among  y««,  much  Ie6  fuch  a*  arc  of  ernir>««C 
Ibic  and  ncJir  uato  idc.'*  He  not  ooly  fcrtencd  fonve  of  his  miniltcff 
from  coodctnnitioQ,  by  aiOblring  parliament*,  b«t  pardoned  and  pro- 
moccii  ibc^  wbo  ha<l  beta  coodcmrxJ  by  pu&nxnt,  celling  tho6:  af. 
fcinbrKS,  that  chey  were  to  be,  or  001  to  be,  «  his  pkafurcv  ihit  he 
^«^ki  poniDi  their  mcnjbrn  for  wh«  ihcy  had  faui  and  «i<.ric  igiiaft 
jkdmioaiftnitsoa. 

t  Tbc  €«rl  of  CUrendon,  «  ihii  line  Mr,  Hyde,  was  die  perfon 
MMrftlly  employed  in  dra«ir«  the  King^a  taimzn  1  b;it  he  tcJli  ui, 
Thu  ihii,  the  moft  rai^orul  and  the  moft  maftcrly  oce»  wa$  done  by 
the  kxid  Falklaid  tnd  Sir  John  Cofcpeper ;  that  tlNdlg^  it  wis  full  (o 
all  oMticalart,  K>d  writ  wich  vtrf  much  «u  and  ftur^xicri,  yet  there 
watfomepinic\ilMtlfcathim«f,  Mr.  Hyde,  likrdnot,  aa prcjudScia! 
to  the  King-,  that  there  wis  1  milUkr,  in  point  of  r^ht,  io  chit  part 
prepared  by  Sir  John  Cokpcper,  which  declared  the  King,  the  bcu^ 
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Aao.  i(r-  hinu'elf  in  a  pofture  of  ofTcnfive  war,  by  rcafon  of  the 
vigilance  the  parliament  had  ufccl  in  fecuring  the  ma- 
gazines of  arms  and  ammunition  throiigliout  the  king- 
dom ;  and  that  the  queen  had  not  yet  found  an  oppor- 
tunity to  tranfmit  either  money  or  arms  from  Holland  *, 
endeavoured  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  which 
had  been  much  agitated,  on  the  opinion  that  he  in- 
tended to  levy  war  againil  tlie  parliament.  In  a  council 
of  thofe  lords    that  were  alTembled  at  York,   he  pro- 

oa  th"y"  ^^^^^'  ^c^'o^c  ^od,  that  he  always  had  and  did  abhor 
fuch  defigns ;  and  defired  the  nobility  to  declare,  whether 
they  had  not  been  witnefs  of  his  frequent  and  earneil 
felicitations  and  profeilions  to  that  purpofe  >  Whether 
liiey  faw  any  colour  of  preparation,  or  councils,  that 
might  reafonably  beget  a  belief  of  any  fuch  defign  ? 

of  Peers,  and  houfe  of  Commons,  made  the  three  cftates  -,  that,  for 
this  rcafon,  Mr.  Hyde  did  not  advance  the  printing  it,  but  without 
communicating  his  rcafons  to  the  King»  for  the  fake  of  lord  Falkland 
and  Sir  John  Colepeper,  the  King  being  extremely  jealous  that  they 
had  not  a  proper  affcftion  to  the  church.  Sir  John  Colepeper,  Cla- 
rendon fays,  was  milled  by  the  infufion  of  lawyers,  and  by  declar.:. 
tions  which  many  of  the  prclatical  clergy  frequently  and  i^norantly 
made,  that  the  bifliops  xlid  not  fit  in  parliament  as  the  rcprcfentativcs 
of  the  clergy;  and  therefore  could  not  be  the  third  eft.ite.  The  liif. 
tory  of  Clarendon's  Lif:-,  written  by  himfelf,  H^ews  that  his  prejudices 
and  fond  ai^edions  were  very  Hmilar  to  thofe  of  the  King's  ;  and  that 
they  eficchially  co  operated  with  his,  not  only  to  die  preventing  re- 
forming abufes,  but  to  the  entire  overthrow  of  the  civil  conftitudon. 
Oar.  Life,  vol.  I.  p.  130. 

♦  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  queen  found  it  difficult  to  tranfmit  the 
money  (he  had  procured,  by  reaibn  of  an  order  of  padiament  againit 
whoever  (hould  be  an  ador  in  the  felling  or  pa^-ning  the  crown-jewels, 
or  whoever  Ihould  advance  money  on  them,  or  bring  any  fpecic  into  the 
kingdom  fo  raifed.     CLr.  IJiJl.  vol.  1.  p.  497. 

and 
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and  whether  they  were  not  fully  perfuaded,  that  he  had  Ann.  1642. 
no  fuch  intention  ;  but  that  all  his  endeavors  tended  to 
the  firm  and  conflant  fettlement  of  the  true  Proteilant 
religion,  the  juft  privileges  of  parliament,  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjed,  and  the  law,  peace,  and  profperity  of  the 
kingdom  *?      The  mod  folemn  atteftations  of  falfliood, 
under  the  fanclion  of  mental  refer%^ation,  was  fo  com- 
mon a  part  of  the  King*s  conduct:,   that  notwithftand- 
ing  he  conilantly  denied,  with  the  flrongeft  afTevera- 
tions,  that  he  had  made  any  preparations  for  war,   the 
public  were  not  at  all  furprized  to  find,  by  intelligence 
from  Holland,    that  the  queen,  from  her  firft  arrival  in 
this  country,  had  been  very  bufy  in  her  negociations 
for  foreign  afTillance,  and  had  been  providing  large 
fums  of  money,  and  all  kind  of  warlike  (lores,  with 
the  fale  of  the  crown-jewels  t-   The  arrival  of  a  fmall.  Journals  of 
vefTel  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  had  voTn!"'' 
very  narrowly,  by  running  itfelf  into  a  narrow  creek  ^'  ^^^* 
of  the  river  Humber,  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  Warwic, 
tempted  the  King  to  declare  his  intentions. 

Having   at  length  prevailed  with  the  nobility  at  Mcarur«  of 
York  to  fign  a  paper,  whereby  they  engaged  themfelves  *^*  ^'"^  ^** 
to  defend  his  perfon,  crown,^and  dignity  againfl  all  per-  »" »  miJitary 
fons  and  power  whatfoever,  he  ilTued  out  commiffions  ^°  "^ 

• 
•  Thirty-fix  Lords,  and  four  Commoners,  who  were  of  the  privy- 
council,  figned  their  names  to  a  paper,  attcfting  the  truth  of  what  the 
King  had  profeflTed  in  this  prevaricating  declaration. 

t  Amongft  thefe  (lores  a  mortar  was  bought  for  (hooting  of  fire-balls 
of  forty-eight  pounds  weight.  The  money  raifed  upon  thefe  jewels  was 
more  than  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  This  was  the  fecond  time  the 
King  had  pawned  the  crown -jewels. 

Vol.  m.  S  f  of 
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of  array*,  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  his  inten- 
tions were   not  to  make  war  againft  the  parliament 
but  agamft  a  few  malignant  fpirits,  who  he  was  de- 
termmed  to  bring  to  juttice  f.     This  fophiftry  was  too 

*   a"i^"^'-Y"^.  "*'''"'  "P  ^^  '^^  Commons,  with  an  impeachment 
agamft  Sir  Richard  Gurney,  the  prefent  Lord-Mayor  of  London,  a  bi- 
gotted  royahft :    For  publilhing  the  King's  illegal  proclamation  for  the 
commiflion  of  array :  For  procuring  a  petition  to  be  fent  to  the  Kinc. 
contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament :  For  countenancing  a  riot  •  For 
retufing  to  call  a  common-counci),  on  the  command  of  parliament."  The 
following  fentence  was  pafled  on  him  by  the  Lords  :  To  be  deprived  of 
h,s  office  :  To  be  held  incapable  of  office  in  the  city,  or  receiving  any 
farther  honour :  To  be  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  of  Londog,  durint  the 
pleafure  of  the  houfe       The  Lord-Mayor  had  been  imprifoned  on  hi! 
impeachment :  th>s,  by  the  fees  that  were  exaded.  was  no  light  punifl.. 
ment      A  pet.uon  of  Sir  John  Conyers.  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  im- 
ported. That  the  Lords  would  pleafe  to  ordain  the  Lord  Mayor  to  pay 
for  fees  for  h>s  entrance,  and  for  compofition  of  furniture  for  his  lodain/ 
one  hundred  and  forty  pounds,   and  twenty-five  pounds  a  week  fot  bll 
diet     Conyers  demanded  fees  of  the  Lord-Mayor  as  an  earl,  and  he  re 
fufed  to  pay  more  than  as  a  knight.  Alderman  Pennington,  a  ftaunch  friend 
to  the  parliaiiient,  was  chofen  Mayor  on  the  deprivation  of  Gurnev    who 
continued  fo  obftinate  in  oppofition,  as  to  refufe  to  deliver  uphis'fword 
.0  any  but  the  King.    On  his  refufal,  the  Lords  fent  their  gentleman, 
ufter  to  his  houfe.  to  break  open  his  locks,  and  poflefs  himfelf  of  the 
Iword  and  other  ornaments  belonging  to  the  office.      He  had  been  be 
fore  fummoned  to  attend  the  houfe,  on  his  attempting  to  proclaim  one 
ot  the  Kmg  s  proclamations  againl^an  ordinance  of  parliament  •  on  his 
av;erring.  that  he  was  bound  by  his  oath,  to  execute  all  writs  from  the 
King,  he  was  told  by  the  fpeaker.  in  the  name  of  the  houfe.  that  he  was 
not  bound  to  execute  any  writ  contrary  to*  law.  and  required,  on  his 
peril,  not  to  publilh  any  thing  of  the  kind  before  he  had  acquainted  the 
parliament  Vlth  it.  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XL  p.  255. 267  tf/.j.  338.  369. 387.. 

t  The  King  argued.  That  he  was  fo  elTential  a  part  of  the  parlia- 
ment, that  when  he  feparated  himfelf  from  their  councils,  the  two  houfes 
loft  all  the  authorit)'  and  reverence  that  was  due  to  parliament.  Was  not 
this  a  claim  that  the  power  of  diffolving  the  parliament  remained  yet 
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apparent  to  have  its  intended  efFed.     The  commiflion  Ann.  1642. 
of  array,  an  antiquated  prerogative,   rendered  illegal 
by  a  claufe  in  the  late  preifing  adt  *,  was  received  with 

with  him,  notwithftanding  the  law  paffed  againft  a  diffolution,  without 
the  confent  of  parliament  ? 

*  Thefe  commiflions  of  array  were  what  the  King  alluded  to  when, 
in  his  declaration  relating  to  the  militia,  he  faid,  he  did  not  doubt  he 
could  grant  fuch  commiflions  as  would  legally  enable  thofe  he  trufted 
to  do   all  offices   for   the  peace   and  quiet   of  the  kingdom.     The 
parliament  alleged.  That  the  King's  commiflion  to  compel  men  againft 
their  will  to  provide  arms,  to  train  and  mufter,  to  be  commanded  out 
of  their  counties,  and  to  be  imprifoned  at  pleafure,  was  contrary  to 
the  fenfe  of  feveral  adls  of  parliament,  and  exprefsly  againft  the  petition 
of  right  and  the  preamble  of  a  ftatute  made  this  parliament,  cntidcd. 
An  adt  for  the  better  raifing  and  levying  of  foldiers  for  the  prefent  de- 
fence of  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland.     The  King,  in  a  very 
voluminous  declaration,  endeavored  to  prove,  that  this  right  was  in- 
herent in  the  crown,  and  had  never  been  curtailed  hy  any  ftatutes,  urg- 
ing two  very  extraordinary  arguments,  in  contradiftion  to  what  had 
been  advanced  by  the  Commons,  viz.  That  tho'  the  arming  a  man's  felf, 
or  finding  arms  for  another,  could  not  be  done  without  charge ;  yet 
that  the  claufe  in  the  ftatute  of  the  petition  of  right,  fetting  forth  that, 
by  the  laws  of  the  rcajm,  the  fubjcdbs  had  inherited  the  freedom,  that 
they  fliould  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  tax,  talliage,  aid,  or 
other  like  charge,  not  fet  by  common  confent  in  parliament,  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  queftion  in  difpute ;  and  for  the  ftatute  entitled. 
An  ad  for  the  better  raifing  and  levying  of  foldiers,  that  the  recital  in 
the  preamble  of  the  ftatute  was  not  binding,  though  he  had  defired 
that  this  ftatute  might  pafs  with  z^falvojure  for  the  King  and  people,  on 
account  of  this  very  preamble.     The  King  ufed  an  argument  more 
plaufible  for  the  necefllty  of  the  ad,  from  the  votes  of  parliament  de- 
claring, that  the  kingdom  was  in  imminent  danger  of  deftrudion,  from 
enemies  abroad  and  a  difcontented  party  at  home  j  and  that  there  was 
a  necefllty  to  put  the  people  into  a  pofture  of  defence.     This  the  par- 
liament could  have  anfwered  by  decfaring,  that  the  true  fenfe  ^of  thofe 
votes  were,  that  the  liberty  of  the  kingdom  was  in  danger ;  and  that  it 
was  neccflary  for  the  fubjeds  to  arm  in  their  own  defence,  under  die 
authority  of  their  proper  rcprcfentatives ;  that  this  vote  was  thus  ex- 
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Ann.  164J.  much  difguft  ;  Mr.  Selden,  a  naan  of  the  firft  reputa- 
tion as  a  lawyer,  having  voted  againft  it,  as  a  thing 
without  any  authority  of  law,  the  ftatute  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  on  which  it  was  grounded  being  repealed  *. 
An  important  circumftance  of  a  fatal  tendency,  con- 
tributed to  damp  the  hopes  of  the  royalifls.  Notwith- 
flanding  that  the  fleet,  by  the  compliance  of  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  to  the  requeft  of  parliament,  was 
now  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Warwic,  a 
ftaunch  partizan  to  the  popular  caufe;  yet  the  King 
flattered  himfelf,  that  the  whole  body  of  fcamen  were 
fo  much  at  his  devotion  f,   a.ud  that  he  had  fo  great  ai* 

plained  by  a  following  one.  That  the  King,  feduced  by  wicked  coun- 
itJ,  intended  to  make  war  againft  his  parliament.  The  parliament  would 
not  allow  the  poftulatum  from  which  the  King  deduced  his  argument, 
viz.  That  the  kingdom  c^uld  not  be  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence, 
without  the  command  of  him  the  fuprem^  governor.  It  is  true,  argued 
they,  the  King  has  nominally  fuch  a  prerogative  ;  but  then  it  is  to  be 
exercifed  according  to  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  the  parliament,  who 
alone  can  give  him  fufficient  powers ;  and  are  the  only  judges  of  the 
llatc  of  the  necelTity  and  the  manner  of  the  defence  -,  and,  if  the  Kincr 
refufes  to  execute  their  judgmenti  they  are  empowered  by  their  truf^ 
as  the  Roman  didators  were  by  a  particular  law  of  the  people,  to  fee 
that  the  Commonwealth  receives  no  damage.  This  muft  be  the  fun- 
damental law  of  the  conftitution,  becaufe  the  conftitution  cannot  exift 
without  it ;  and  there  mull  be  a  latent  power  in  every  free  government 
to  fupport  itfelf  againft  the  invafions,  oppofitions,  obftinacy,  or  imbe- 
cility of  the  executive  magiftrate. 

*  The  court,  who  thought  Mr.  Selden  well  affe«5led  to  them,  were 
fo  chagrined  at  the  opinion  he  gave  in  parliament  on  this  fubject,  that 
the  lord  Falkland  writ  an  expoftulatory  letter  to  him,  demanding  of  him 
the  reafon  why,  in  the  prefent  conjundure,  whatever  his  opinion  was,  he 
would  oppofe  the  commiffion  of  array.     Clar,  Hift.  vol.  I.  p.  517. 

t  On  the  feamen  offering  their  affiftance  to  guard  the  committee  and 
the  fix  members,  on  their  return  to  Weftroinftcr,  the  King  afkcd.  What 
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intereft  with  the  ofl^icers  of  the  navy,  that  they  would  Ann.  164a. 
defert  from  their  admiral,  on  th€  leaft  intimation  of 
his  will. 

Sir  John  Pennington  was  fent  to  the  Downs  to  fu-TheKJng 
perfede  the  earl  of  Warwic,  and  to  take  on  himfelf  the  in  vain  w 
command.     Letters  were  accoi-dingly  difpatched  to  the  mand'of*Sie' 
captains  of    the  feveral  fhips,    to  obey  the  dire<5lions  ^^^^ 
they  fhould  receive  from  Pennington.  But,  to  the  King's 
great  furprize  and  mortification,  his  mandate  was  re- 
jcdted  with  contempt  ;  and  the  whole  fleet,  the  vice- 
admiral    and  four  captains  excepted,  who  by  the  cou- 
rage of  the  feamen  were  immediately  brought  to  *„ 
chearfuUy  fubmitted  to  an  ordinance  of  parliament, 
appointing  the  earl  of   Warwic  lord  high-admiral  of 
England,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland, 
who  had  refigned  his  command  on  the  Kmg's  difmif- 
iion  -f .  .  ,  ' 

he  had  done  to  offend  thofe  water-rats  ?  Rut,  notwithftanding  this 
token  of  their  inclinations  to  the  parliament,  he  yet  thought  them  fo 
much  his  creatures,  that  they  would  have  thrown  the  earl  of  Warwic 
over-board,  if  he  Ihould  have  commanded  them.  Thefe  flattering  pre- 
fumptions  are  llrong  marks  in  Charles's  character.  Clarendoiis  Hijiory^ 
vol.  1.  p.  523. 

•  The  feamen  (hewed  fo  much  courage  and  aftivity  on  this  occafion, 
that,  on  the  peremptory  refufal  of  two  of  thefe  officers  to  come  to,  they 
furrounded  their  fhips  in  open  boats,  without  arms,  entered  them, 
flruck  their  yards  and  top-mafts,  feized  the  captains,  though  armed 
with  their  piftols  and  fwords,  and  brought  them  prifoners  to  the  admi- 
ral, who  fent  them  up  to  the  parliament,  ^he  Earl  of  fVa/wic'i  Letter 
to  Mr.  Pym,     Pari  Hiji.  vol.  Xi.  p.  268,  ^  feq. 

-f  Clarendon  fays,  that  this  cataftrophe  was  owing  to  the  ill  con- 
dud  and  irrefolution  of  Pennington :  but  on  this,  as  on  other  occa- 

fions. 
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Ann.  154a.  Through  an  unpardonable  negledl  of  the  parlia- 
ment, the  earl  of  Newcaflle,  aflifted  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  county,  had  taken  pofTeflion  of  the  town  of  New- 
caftle ;  and  thus  fecured  to  the  King  a  port  to  receive 
the  fupplies  he  expected  from  Holland.  This  incident 
recruited  the  fpirits  of  the  court.  The  earl  of  Lind- 
fey,  who  had  been  a  creature  of  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham's, and  whofe  condutfl  had  been  very  fufpicious 
in  the  command  of  the  expedition  to  relieve  the  ill- 
fated  Rochellers,  was  appointed  general  of  the  King's 
army;  his  nephew,  prince  Rupert,  brother  to  theElec-  . 
tor  Palatine,  was  defigned  for  the  generalfhip  of 
horfe  * ;  Sir  Jacob  Afliley  was  to  be  major-general  of 

fions,  he  flatly  contradifts  himfelf,  by  advancing,  firft,  that  the  par- 
liament had  garbled  the  navy  according  to  their  intereft  i  and  then  al- 
leging, that  there  were  many  gentlemen  fettled  in  the  command  of 
fhips,  whofe  fidelity  and  afi'caion  his  majefty  was  aflured  no  fuperior 
officer  could  corrupt ;  that  captain  Cartwright,  a  (launch  friend  to  roy- 
alty,  the  comptroller  of  the  navy,  had  been  prevented  from  accepting 
the  office  of  vice-admiral  by  an  exprefs  intimation  from  the  King,  he 
thinking  that  he  Ihould  give  too  much  countenance  to  the  condudt  of 
the  parliament,  if  he  fuffcred  an  officer  of  his  own  to  command  the 
fleet,  under  an  admiral  he  did  not  appoint.  This  formality.  Claren- 
don fuppofes,  was  very  mifchievous  to  the  King-,  and  that  captain 
♦  Cartwright,  had  he  been  in  the  office  of  vice-admiral,  could  have  prc- 
ferved  to  him  a  great  part  of  the  fleet. 

This,  and  other  accidents,  the  fore-mentioned  hiftorian,  who  deals 
much  in  judgments,  fays,  looked  like  the  hand  of  Providence,  to  take 
that  ftrength  out  of  his  majefty's  hand  of  which  he  was  the  moll  con- 
fident.    Ciar.  Hiji.  vol.  I.  p.  ^-^^  378,  526. 

•  The  employing  his  nephews  in  the  war  againd  his  people,  was 
fuppofed  to  be  a  piece  of  policy  in  Charles,  his  filler  and  her  faoiily 
having,  till  this  period,  enjoyed  a  great  popularity  among  the  Englifh. 
The  King  had  taken  his  elder  nephew,  the  prince  Eledor,  withliim, 
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the  foot ;  and  the  marquis  of  Hertford  *  had  a  commif-  Ann.  164Z. 
fion  to  be  kept  fecret  till  occalion  fhould  ferve,  to  be  his 
lieutenant-general  of  all  the  weflern  parts  of  the  king- 
dom ;  with  a  power  to  levy  fuch  a  body  of  horfe  and 
foot  as  he  found  necefTary  for  his  fervice,  and  to  con- 
tain his  people  within  the  limits  of  their  duty. 

The  firfl  expedition  of  theKing'^s  was  an  attempt  to  Expedition 
recover  Hull.  Having  previoufly  put  forth  a  proclama-  ^^''^^. 
tion,  declaring  the  rebellion  of  Sir  John  Hotham  ;  and 
fent  a  meflage  to  the  parliament,  fignifying,  that,  be- 
fore he  would  ufe  force  to  reduce  Hull,  he  once  more 
required  them  to  deliver  it  to  him ;  wherein  if  they 
would  conform,  he  would  then  be  willing  to  admit 
fuch  addrefTes,  and  return  fuch  proportions  as  might 
be  proper  to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  he 
repaired  with  his  whole  court  to  Beverly,  attended 
with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery,  thofe  troops  of  horfe 
^    and  foot  which  had  been  raifed  to  attend  him  as  a 


in  his  expedition  to  feize  the  five  members.  This  prince,  fearing  the 
being  farther  expofed  to  the  probability  of  public  hatred,  had  left  the 
kingdom  :  his  lefs  prudent  mother,  though  at  this  time  fupported 
entirely  by  the  bounty  of  the  Englifli  parliament,  had  written  to  her 
two  fons,  Rupert  and  Maurice,  both  of  them  engaged  in  the  King's 
fervice,  in  a  manner  that  expofed  her  fo  much  to  the  refentment  of  this 
aflTembly,  that  it  was  warmly  agitated.  Whether,  as  (he  had  made  io, 
ungrateful  a  return  for  the  favors  flie  had  received  from  the  popular 
intereft  in  this  country,  it  would  not  be  both  equitable  and  convenient 
to  with- hold  her  allowance,  and  employ  it  to  the  public  fervice  I 

■\  This  marquis  of  Hertford  was  that  Seymour  who  had  been  (o  ri* 
gorufiy  and  illegally  profecuted  by  James,  on  his  marriage  with  the  un^ 
fortunate  Arabella  Stewart :  he  had  received  continual  dilbbligations 
from  the  reigning  family,  which  occafioned  him  fome  degree  of  popula- 
larity  J  yet  his  love  of  royalty  was  fo  great,  that  on  the  firft  advances 
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Ann.  1642.    guard,  and  the  train-bands  of  the  county  *,  to  which 
place  he  afligncd  the  parliament  to  fend  their  anfwer. 

Pari.  Hift.  Fresh  advices  having  been  received  from  Holland, 

p.263,*&feq.  tlvit  vcflels  had  embarked  from  thence,  fraught  with 

Ifcq.^^^'     3,  large   proportion  of  arms,  and  carrying  on  board 

prince  Rupert,  prince  Maurice,  and  other  officers,  dc- 

figned  to  ferve  in  the  rgyal  army ;   that  fomc  of  the 

troops,  raifed  by  the  commiffion  of  array,  had  begun 

from  the  court,  he  chearfully  accepted  the  invidious  office  of  being  tutor 
to  the  prince  j  and  afterwards  the  nefarious  one  of  raifing  arms  againfl: 
his  country,  in  fupport  of  an  opprcflive  power,  under  which  he  had 
himfelf  fmartcd. 

*  The  parliament  received  intelligence,   that  colonel  Wilmot^  Sir 
Hugh  Pollard,  and  Sir  John  Berkeley,  were  landed,  with  fourteen  pieces 
of  ordnance,  and  w'ere  making  fortifications  near  Hull;  that  the  lord 
Willoughby  of  Erefby,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Lindfey,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Glemham,  were  come  with  two  hundred  horfe,  upon  the  Humber  fide 
in  Lincolnfliire ;  that  the  King  came  to  Beverly,  on  the  fourth  inftant  in 
the  morning,  intending  to  fet  down  before  Hull  the  next  day ;  that  by 
proclam  ition  he  had  forbid  any  provifions  to  be  lent  into  the  town,  on 
pain  of  death  ;  but  that  Sir  John  Hotham  had  drowned  the  country  two 
miles  round  the  town,  fo  that  no  near  approach  could  be  made.     On 
this  intelligence  it  was  refolveJ,  That  ten  thoufand  foot  (hould  be  raifed, 
five  thoulaiid  out  of  the  liberties  of  London,  and  five  thoufand  out  of 
the  adjacenc  counties ;  that  theouiCx:rs  (hould  be  kept  in  continual  pay, 
and  the  common  fokliers  every  day  they  were  trained  •,  that  two  thoufand 
men  (hould  be  fent  by  fca  to  Hull,  and  I'ome  (hips  of  war  go  down  to 
the  Humber-,  ar»d  that  fix  pieces  of  orunance,  th.ic  were  lately  fentfroni 
this  town,  (hould  be  returned.    The  earl  of  Leicefler,  and  lord  Spencer, 
for  oppofingthefc  rdMutions,  were  removed  from  their  lieutenancies  of 
Kent  and  Nonhim^^toniliire  \  and  the  earl  of  Pcn^broke,  who  had  be- 
fore the  lieutenancies  of   Wiklhire.  the  lile  of  Wight,  Kent,  and  the 
Hiircs  of  Monmouth,  Brecon,  Glamorgan    and   Caernarvon,   was  ap- 
pomted  in  their  room.  ParL  Hift,  vol.  XI.  p.  27c,  ^62-»  ^feq^-  Journals 
cf  ibe  Comracns^  vol.  II.  p.  6S2. 
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hoililitics  on  the  officers  of  militia,  and  had  attempted  to  Ann.  1642. 
feize  on  a  magazine  of  arms  in  the  county  of  Lciccftcr, 
guarded   by   the   earl  of  Stamford  *.      The  declaring 
diat  lord,   and  thofe  vv^ho  had  affiiled  him  in  the  fer- 
vice,  traitors  ;  the  fending  of  troops  into  Lincolnfliire, 
andVeizing  men's  horfes  by  force;  the  garrifoning 
the  town  of  Newcaillc  -,  the  fortifying  the  river  Tyne, 
to    interrupt  the .  conveyance  of   coal  f ;   the  infolent 
behaviour  of  the  Papifts  in  Chefliire,  who  in  a  peremp- 
tory  manner   demanded   their   arms  J,   feveral  com- 
miliions  having  been  given  out  to  raife  voluntiers  for 
the  King's  fervice :  thefe,  with  a  threatening  declaration  § 
againft  the  proceedings  of  both  houfes,   and  their  ad- 
herents, occafioned  the  parliament  no  longer  to  delay 
the  nuttine  themfelves  into  a  pofture  of  defence.   They  Thepariia- 
pafled   a  vote.  That  an  army  fliould  be  railed  tor  the  ^^^^  ^r  rair- 
fafety  of  the  King's  pcrfon,  the  defence  of  both  houfes  i;§-;-/' 

for  defence. 

*  It  was  Mr.  Haftings,  of  the  Huntingdon  family,  that  endeavoured 
to  feize  on  this  magazine. 

t  The  Commons  having  received  information  of  great  ftore  of  arms 
and  money  being  packed  up,  to  be  conveyed  to  York,  palTed  an  order 
for  a  general  fearch  to  take  place  in  all  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  (hips, 
for  thefe  particulars.     Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  65^. 

%  The  parliament  had  providently  fecured  the  arms  of  the  Papifts,' 
who  beaan  at  this  time  to  be  very  riotous.  A  petition  from  Monmouth 
expreiT^  great  fears  from  the  flocking  together  of  thefe  fedaries.   Jour- 
nals of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  579. 

§  In-a  conference  on  the  fubjed  of  this  declaration,  the  Lords  defired 
the  Commons  to  confider  into  what  condition  all  thofe  perfons  were 
brought,  who  had  obeyed  the  orders  and  commands  of  parliament,  that 
there'^might  be  a  fpeedy  courfe  taken  to  provide  for  the  fafeties  of  the  fit- 
ting of  pariiament,  the  lives  of  its  members,  and  the  fafety  of  all  thofe 
who  had  obeyed  their  commands.    Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  XI.  p.  265. 
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Ann.  1642.  of  parliament,  and  of  thofc  who  had  obeyed  their 
orders ;  and  for  preferring  the  true  religion,  laws, 
liberty,  and  peace  of  the  kingdom:  that  the  earl  of 
ElTex  fhould  be  their  general ;  and  that  they  would 
live  and  die  with  him  *.  The  earl  of  Bedford  was  no- 
minated to  the  command  of  the  horfe ;  whilll  Hamp- 
den, Hollis,  Whitlock,  Fiennes,  Mainyard,  Grimflone, 
Selden  f,  Stapleton,  St.  John  ;  men  either  eminent  for 
their  great  knowlege  of  the  law  J,  and  conflitution  of 
the  country,  or  for  high  virtues  and  abilities,  entered 
'    themfelves  into  the  fervice  of  the  parliament,  and  ac- 

•  To  the  ordinance  for  the  commifTion  conftituting  the  earl  of  EfTex 
captain- genera^  the  earl  of  Pordand  only  diflTented  in  the  upper  houfe. 
The  Commons  ordered  that  the  time  when  their  houfe  firft  voted  the 
raifing  of  an  army  fhould  be  printed.  Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  XI.  p.  300.  Jour* 
nals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  700. 

f  The  King  thought  himfclf  fo  fure  of  the  affe(5lions  of  Mr.  Sel- 
den, that  he  would  have  offered  him  the  feals,  but  that  he  was  told 
his  love  of  indolence  would  make  him  decline  the  office.  Whatever 
affection  Mr.  Selden  might  have  to  the  perfon  of  the  King,  and  howe- 
ver irregular  he  might  think  the  conduct  of  the  parliament,  yet,  when 
matters  came  to  fuch  an  extremity  as  to  oblige  the  two  parties  to  ap- 
peal to  the  fword  for  the  determination  of  their  feveral  pretenfions,  he 
wifely  concluded  that,  if  the  popular  party  prevailed,  on  the  wrecks  of 
the  prefent  conftitution  might  be  eftablirtied  a  fyftem  of  law  and  Li- 
berty ;  but,  if  vidory  attended  the  royalifts,  it  would  enable  the  King 
effc(5tually  to  annihilate  both.  Notwithftanding  Whitlock,  a  cotemporary 
writer  of  undeniable  authority,  aflerts,  that  Mr.  Selden  accepted  of  a 
commiflion  under  the  ordinance  of  militia,  yet  Clarendon  fays,  that 
he  inveighed  againft  it  as  without  fhadow  of  law,  or  pretence  of  pre- 
cedent, and  dcftrudive  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom.  Oaund, 
Hifl.  vol.  I.  p.  5 1 7. 

J  Corbet  and  Lille,  two  eminent  lawyers,  gave  likewifc  an  opi- 
^lion  for  the  legality  of  the  ordinance  of  miliua.     Whltkck,  p.  54. 

cepted 


ccpted  of  commiilions  under  the  ordinance  of  the  Ann.  1642. 
militia  *.  The  parliament  were  not  without  hope  that 
the  King,  whofe  condition  was  by  no  means  promifmg, 
might  yet  be  brought  to  reafonable  concellions.  At 
the  fame  time  that  they  pafTed  their  votes  for  raifing 
an  army,  they  refolved.  That  a  petition  fliould  be  pre- 
pared, to  move  the  King  to  a  good  accord  with  the 
parliament,  and  to  prevent  a  civil  war.  According  to 
this  refolution,  the  earl  of  Holland,  Sir  John  Holland,  '^^«  P?^^'** 

'  '  .»  '   ment  fend 

and  Sir  Philip   Stapleton,   were  difpatched   with    all  propofuions 

^,  ^1  r  r/1  r    '  -tuthe  King 

fpeed  to  Beverley,  to  prelent  frelh  propolitions  tor  for  peace. 
peace.  In  thefc  it  was  demanded,  that  the  King  would 
remove  all  preparations  and  actions  for  war,  particu* 
larly  the  forces  about  Hull,  Newcaftle,  Tinmouth, 
Lincoln,  and  Lincolnfhire :  That  he  would  recal  the 
illegal  commiflion  of  array  f,  difmifs  his  new-raifed 
troops,  return  to  his  parliament,  and  hearken  to  their 
faithful  advice :  That  he  would  leave  delinquents  to 
the  due  courfe  of  juflice ;  and  that  nothing  done  or 
fpoken  in  parliament,  or  by  any  perfon  in  purfuance 
of  the  command  and  direction  of  both  houfes,  fliould 
be  queftioned  any  where  but  in  parliament:  That  they, 
on  their  parts,  would  leave  the  town  of  Hull  in  the 
ftate  it  was  before  Sir  John  Hotham  drew  any  forces 

*  The  lords  Say,  Wharton,  Fielding,  Roberts,  St.  John,  Grey  of 
Grooby,  Rochfort,  Sir  William  Waller,  Sir  Henry  Luke,  Sir  Henry 
Cholmlcy,  Mr.  Grantham,  all  members  of  parliament,  had  likewiie 
regiments  given  them  -,  the  lord  Kimbolton  was  made  lieutenant-gene- 
ral, and  Sir  John  Metric  major-general  of  the  parliament  army. 

f  The  judges  were  commanded  by  the  two  houfes  to  publifh,  in 
their  circuits,  the  illegality  of  the  commiflion  of  array.  Journals  of  the 
Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  S^j, 
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into  it,  deliver  the  magazine  into  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, and  i'upply  whatfocver  had  been  difpofed  of  for 
the  fcrviee  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  Ihould  be  ready  to 
fettle  the  militia  by  bill,  in  a  way  that  fliould  be  fafe 
and  honorable  for  the  King,  agreeable  to  the  duty 
of  parliament,  and  effectual  to  the  good  of  the  king- 
dom -,  that  its  flrength  Ihould  not  be  employed  againil 
itfelf ;  and  that  the  parliament,  and  thofe  who  profeffed 
the  Proteflant  religion,  both  in  England  and  Ireland, 
Ihould  not  be  left  naked  and  defencclefs  to  the  mif- 
chievous  defigns  of  their  profeffed  and  confederated 
enemies. 

Charles  rejecled  thefe  propofals  with  a  haughtinefs 
that  even  gave  difguft  to  his  friends  w^ho  were  the 
moft  attached  to  prerogative.      His  anfwer  to  the  two 
houfes  was  as  extraordinary  in  the  matter  as  magifleriaL 
in   the  Hyle.    He  complained,  that  they  had  paffed  a 
vote  of  his  intention  to  levy  war  againil  his  parlia- 
ment ;   a  thing  God    knew  his   heart  abhorred,    not- 
withflanding  his  profeffions,  declarations,  proteftations^ 
to  the  contrary,  feconded  by  the  teftimony  of  fo  great 
a  number  of  peers  ;   that   it  was   the  moil  fcandalous. 
and  the  boldefl  charge  that  had  been  yet  laid  upon 
him,  that  the  neceffuy  provifion  he  had  made  for  his 
own  fafety  and  defence,  was  to  over-rule  the  judgment 
of  his  great  council,  and  by  force  to  determine  the 
queflions  there  depending,  concerning  the  government 
and  liberty  of   the  kingdom.      After  denying  all  the 
particulars  contained  in  the  parliament's  petition,  he 
faid,  that  though  he  had  reafon  to  complain,  that  af- 
ter they  had  fent  this,  they  had  beat  up  drums,  &c. 
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yet  he  was  graciouily  pleafed  once  more  to  propofe  and  Ann.  1642. 
require.    That  the   town  of  Hull,    and  its   magazine, 
fhoulil  be  delivered  to  him  ;    on  which,  to  fhew  his 
earned  defire  of  peace,    he  would  difpenfe  with  his 
own  honor,   and  grant  a  free  and  general   pardon  to 
all  perfons  within  the  town :   Tliat  his  navy  Ihould  be 
delivered  into  fuch  hands  as  he  had  appointed  for  the 
government  of  it :    That  all  arms,    levies,  and  provi- 
fions  for  war,    made  by  the  confent  of   both  houfes, 
fliould  be  immediately  laid  down ;   and  all  power  of 
impofmg  laws  without  his  confent  difavowed.       Thefe 
were  the  conditions  on  which  the  King  promifed  to  lay 
down  arms,  and   repair  to  his    parliament,  that  be- 
ing adjourned  to  another  place.      Clarendon  fays,  that 
feveral  perfons  of  the  King's  own  party,  dreading  the 
confequence  of  exafperating  the  two  houfes  to  proceed 
to  extremities,   earneflly  importuned  him  to  return  the 
matter  of  his  proportions  in  the  fofteft  manner  that  he 
could.      Charles  had  a  different  game  to  play :  he  had 
now  unexpectedly  united  to   liis  caufe  *  the  greater 
number  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  prime  ellates 
in  the  kingdom,   who  were  ready,  to  draw  the  fword 
againft  their  country,   in  defence  of  his  prerogative. 
The  natural  repugnance  which  attends  a  crime  of  that 
horrid  nature,  once  got  over,  and  his  followers  engaged 
in  blood,  not  only  the  mutual  inveteracy  that  attends 
civil  broils,  but  the  prefervation  of  their  forfeited  ef- 
tates,  would  render  them  entirely  dependant  on  his 


*  Clarendon  laments  and  cenfures  that  relu6tance  which  was  found, 
at  firft,  among  the  moderate  men  of  the  King's  party,  to  enter  into  pre- 
parations for  the  war.. 
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fortunes  :  this,  and  the  natural  advantages  that  attend 
fuccefs  in  arms,  would  enable  him  to  infifl  on  condi- 
tions which  were  not  at  this  time  prudent  even  to  avow 
to  his  friends  ;  and,  were  he  foiled  in  battle,  he  look- 
ed on  monarchy  to  be  fo  eflcntial  a  part  of  good  govern- 
ment, that  he  fhould  then  be  only  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  what  was  now  propofed  to  him  by  the  parliament. 
He  pofuively  refufed  to  make  any  alteration  in  his  an- 
fwcr ;  and  having  promifed  not  to  attempt  Hull  till  he 
received  the  parliament's  anfwer,  proceeded  to  Nottin^- 
ham  and  Leicefler  *,  to  fecure  the  afTcaions  of  tliofe 
counties  t-     On  the  return  of  the  mefTengers,  the  par- 

♦  Whilft  the  King  was  at  Leicefler,  fome  of  his  fervants,  in  purfuit 
of  the  earl  of  Stamford  and  a  party  of  militia,  overtook  the  famous 
Dr.  Baftwick,  a  prmcipal  officer  in  the  fervice.  The  King  would  have 
had  him  indided  on  the  ftatute  of  7.5  Ed.  III.  but  the  judcre  then  at- 
tending  the  affize  told  the  King,  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  fo  confident  of 
the  country  as  to  conclude  that  the  jury  would  find  the  bill.  The  fame 
judge,  with  fome  of  the  principal  gentlemen'of  the  county,  the  moft 
attached  to  the  King,  prefled  him  to  difcharge  the  doftor,  or  give  the 
judge  leave  to  do  it,  on  an  Habeas  Corpus  ;  urging  it  as  an  aft  of  iuf- 
ticc  and  mercy  that  would  work  upon  the  people  of  the  county  to  his 
advantage.  Charles,  finding  by  thefe  fymproms  that  Baftwick  would 
not  be  long  m  rettraint  after  he  left  the  county,  told  thefe  counfellors 
he  would  think  of  the  advice  they  had  given  him  till  the  next  morning . 
and  immediately  after  their  departure,  direded  a  meflenger  of  his  cham- 
ber, with  expedition  and  lecrecy,  to  take  Baftwick  out  of  the  county- 
goal,  and  carry  him  to  Nottingham,  a  place  more  particularly  attached 
to  him  than  any  in  ihe  whole  kingdom.  Thus,  by  a  mealure  that  might 
have  fcrved  for  a  warning  to  thofe  of  his  foUowers  who  affeaed  a  re- 
gard for  the  liberty  of  their  country,  did  the  King  give  an  early  proof 
what  fatal  ftiocks  that  Liberty  mull  fuffer  from  the  arbitrary  precedents 
whicii  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to  introduce  in  his  military  ca- 
pacity.    C/dr.  H:ji.  vol.  I.  p.  540,  ^feq. 

t  In  his  fpeech  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  I.eicefter  he  told 
them,  That  he  had  fcnt  fuch  propofitions  for  peace  and  accommodation  to 

his 


CHARLES 


L 


327 


/J 


liament  ordered  their  general  to  purfue  his  levies  with  Ann.  1642. 
all  the  vigor  and  fpeed  he  could ;   and  an  anfwer  of 
refufal  was  fent  to  the  King,  enclofed  to  one  of  the  fc- 
cretaries  of  flate. 

Charles  immediately  proceeded  to  the  reduction  of 
Hull.  The  earl  of  Lindfey,  with  a  few  raw,  undif- 
ciplined  troops,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  horfe  and  foot,  after  having  made  a  few  im- 
potent  attacks  on  the  place  '■,  was  obliged  to  draw  off 
his  forces,  and  the  King  returned  to  York  f.    He  was^ 

his  two  houfes  of  parliament,  that  he  hoped  he  ftiould  have  no  other 
ufe  of  their  affedtions  but  their  prayers,  being  fure  the  two  houfes  would, 
fubmit  to  them  with  alacrity,  if  the  inexcufable  enemies  to  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  prevail.  Hujhands*  Colkc- 
tions^  8vo.  Ed.  p.  477. 

*  Sir  John  Meldrum,  a  valiant  Scot,  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the 
defence  ot  the  town  of  Hull :  he  acquired  additional  reputation  by  a 
very  fpirited  and  fenfible  letter  he  wrote  to  the  King,  on  the  condudt 
of  the  court  and  miniftry.  Rujhworth^  vol.  IV.  p.  610,  ^  fcq^, 
627,  ^  feq. 

f  This  attack  on  Hull  was  in  purfuance  of  a  plan  formed  between 
Sir  John  Hotham  and  lord  Digby,  for  the  delivering  up  Hull  to  the 
King.  Digby  had  been  fent  over  by  the  queen,  to  concert  with  the 
King  a  plan  of  operlition  :  on  his  return,  to  haften  the  provifion  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  he  was  taken  and  carried  into  Hull.  Under  the  difo-uife 
of  a  Frenchman,  he  remained  foms  time  unknown  ;  but  his  adive  ro- 
mantic genius  prompted  him  at  length  to  difcover  himfelf  to  Hotham  : 
the  manner  in  which  Hotham  entertained  the  dilcovcry,  encouraged 
Digby  to  attempt  his  converfion  to  the  King's  fervice.  After  amufing  him 
with  bombaft  declamations  on  theftate  of  affairs,  and  the  condud  of  the 
King's  enemies,  he  told  him,  that  he  would,  in  a  Qiort  time,  reduce  them 
all  i  that  they  had  already  loft  the  hearts  of  the  people  ;  that  the  fleet 
was  entirely  at  the  King's  difpofal ;  that  all  the  princes  in  Chriftendom 
would  engage  in,  the  quarrel  5  that  the  prince  of  Orange  was  coming- 
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Ann.  1642.    in  fomc  mcafurc,  compcnfatcd  for  this  rcpulfe  by  the 

over  at  the  head  of  an  army,  to  attack  Hull,  Sec.  Then  entering 
into  a  large  dticription  of  the  honor  and  glory  that  man  would  have, 
who  could  be  (o  bltrfied  as  to  prevent  this  terrible  fcene  of  confufion,  he 
told  Hocham,  that  he  was  the  perlbn  that  could  do  it  •,  that,  by  deli- 
vering up  Hull  to  the  King,  the  war  would  be  extin^uilhcd,  and  peace 
eftablifhed  throughout  the  kingdom  •,  that  the  world  believed  he,  Dig- 
by,  had  fome  credit  both  with  King  and  queen,  and  he  would  eniploy 
h  all,  that  Hotham  Ihould  have  the  full  recompence  of  his  merit. 
The  weak  old  man  either  liftencd,  or  feemed  to  liften  with  an  atten. 
tion  that  fpoke  approbation  of  this  vain  difcourfe :  it  was  at  length  de- 
termined between  them,  that  if  the  King  would  attack  the  town,  tho* 
but  with  one  regiment,  and  flioot  a  fingle  (hot  againd  it,  Hotham 
would  immediately  del.ver  it  up.  Full  of  imaginary  fucccfs,  Digby 
polled  to  York,  to  concert  meafures  for  the  enterprize ;  but  in  the  in- 
terim Hotham,  finding  that  the  profped  of  the  King's  affairs  were  not 
fo  favorable  as  had  been  reprefcnted,  and  farther  intimidated  by  the 
earl  of  Warwic's  coming  into  the  port  of  Hull  with  feveral  fhips  of 
war,  on  Digby's  return  he  told  him  it  was  impolfible  for  him  to  exe- 
cute what  he  had  promifed ;  and  all  that  Digby  could  obtain  was, 
that  himfelf  and  Afhburnham,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  at 
the  fame  lime,  fhould  have  liberty  to  go  to  their  mailer  at  Beverley, 
who,  on  this  difappointment,  was  obliged  to  dtfifl:  from  any  farther 
attempt  on  Hull.  Clarendon  is  the  relator  of  ihis  fccret  piece  of  hiilory, 
who,  with  his  ufual  pomp  of  language,  makes  the  following  reflec- 
tion on  the  incident  of  Digby's  efcape  (the  mofl:  odious  man  in  the 
kin^-dom  to  the  parliament) :  "  It  was  a  wonderful  influence  that  this 
noble  perfon's  ftars,  which  ufed  to  lead  him  into  and  out  of  the  greatcft 
perplexities  and  dangers,  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  had 
upon  this  affair." 

This  was  not  the  only  plot  which  had  been  laid  for  the  reduflion  of 
Hull.  Some  time  previous  to  this  period,  Beckwith,  a  Papift,  endea- 
vored to  feduce  his  fon-in-law,  one  Fowkes,  a  lieutenant  in  the  trained- 
bands  of  Hull,  tj  betray  the  town  to  the  King.  For  this  fervice 
towkcs  was  offered  for  his  captain  1000 1.  per  annum,  and  1000 1.  in 
money,  and  tor  himfelf  500I.  per  annum,  and  500 1.  in  money,  the 
annuity  to  be  fettled  on  themfelves  and   next  heirs  for  their  lives. 
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unexpe(5ied  condudl  of  Goring,  the  governor  of  Portf- 
moiith,  who,  notwithilanding  the  moil  folemn  profef- 
fions  of  attachment  to  the  parliament,  in  this,  impor- 
tant crifis,  declared  for  the  King  *.  The  acceffion  of  a 
fea-port  town,  of  reputed  llrength,  and  the  gaining  an 
officer  of  fome  experience  in  fervice,  elated  Charles  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  he  immediately  publifhed  a  decla- 
ration, recapitulating  all  thofe  adiions  he  termed  info- 
lent  and  rebellious,  in  the  two  houfes  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  put  forth  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  re- 
quired all  men  who  could  bear  arms  to  repair  to  him, 
at  Nottingham,  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft  follow- 

Fowkes  had  the  honefty  to  difdofe  the  offer  to  the  governor,  and  a 
fcheme  was  laid  to  draw  into  a  fnare  1000  of  the  King's  horfe,  and 
500  foot ;  but  Sir  John  Hotham  afterwards  changing  his  mind,  notice 
was  given  to  the  King,  that  his  plot  was  difcovered.  On  the  parlia- 
ment's receiving  intelligence  of  the  bufinefs,  a  meffenger  was  dif- 
patched  to  York  for  the  apprehenfion  of  Beckwith,  who  was  not  only 
proteded  by  the  King,  but  the  mefTenger  was  infulted.  Clar,  Hijl, 
vol.  I.  p.  S^S^^^fi^'     I^ujhworth^  vol.  IV.  p.  599,  ^  fe^. 

*  Goring,  either  by  fupprefTing  part  of  the  evidence  on  the  fubje6t 
of  the  army-plot,  or  by  an  infinuating  manner,  preferved  fo  much  of 
the  queen's  regard  and  confidence,-  that  fhe  had  once  determined  to  put 
herfelf  under  his  protedfion,  whillt  the  King  fhould  repair  to  the  North. 
On  his  declaring  for  the  King,  he  impofed  an  oath  on  the  garrifon  and 
townfmen,  thruft  thofe  out  of  the  town  who  refufed  to  take  it,  and  re- 
ceived into  the  fort  many  Papifts.  His  being  difappointed  in  the  cx- 
pedation  he  had  formed,  on  fome  flight  promife,  of  being  made  lieu- 
tenant-general of  the  horfe  in  the  parliament's  army,  a  poft  which  was 
conferred  on  lord  Kimbolton,  might  have  occafioned  him,  the  moft 
vain  and  profligate  man  of  his  time,  to  a6t  this  treachery.  Pari  Hift, 
vol.  XI.  p.  z^3' 
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Ann.  1642.    ing,  there  to  attend  his  royal  flandard,  which  on  that 
day  he  intended  to  ere(5l  f* 

f  The  bills  which  had  psUTed  the  two  houfes  during  the  King's  ab- 
ience,  and  to  which  he  denied  his  aflent  were,  viz. 

1.  For  the  better  obfcrving  the  Lord's  day. 

2.  For  clearing  the  five  members. 

3.  For  the  forfeiture  of  the  cftates  of  the  delinquent  bifhops. 

4.  To  reftrain  the  creation  of  peers. 

5.  Forraifing  10,000  men  for  Ireland. 

6.  For  calling  an  aflembly  of  divines. 

Pari.  Hifi,  vol.  X.  p.  389,  487,  515.  vol.  XI.  p.  136. 
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V. 


itaie  of  each  party  on  the  commencement  of  the  war.  ■  ■      The 

King  endeavours  in  vain  to  gain  the  Scots. Proclaims  the  ear/ 

4f  Ejffex  snd  bis  adherents  traitors, Pubtijhes  a  declaration 

againji  the  fartiament,  and  offers  pardon  to  tbofe  who  Jbould  lay 
down  arms.  ■  'The  royal Jiandard  ere^ed  at  Nottingham.^ 
Overtures  of  peace. ^^-^Impolitic  declaration  of  parliament. • 
The  King  retreats  to  SbreivJbury.^-'-^'His  protefation  ^—-^Gains 
recruits  of  mtny  money ^  mid  arms.         Fallacious  condu^  of  the 

King  and  Papifts.  Battle  at  Edg-hilL—'^Banifury  furren- 

ders  to  the  King.  ViBory  'claimed  by  both  parties, The- 

King  takes  pojfe/jion  of  Oxford  and  Reading. ^^^—The parliament 

vote  an  addrefsfor  a  treaty y  and  take  meafures  tofecure  the  city^ 

Divifi^n  among  the  popular  leaders.    ■     Large  faBion  in, 

frvor  of  the  court. Artful  conduB  of  the  Kings  enemies. « 

Treachery  of  the  King. The  two  armies  meet  and  retire  with- 

out  fighting.     •    The  King  endeavors  in  vain  to  refume  the  in- 
tended treaty.         Ajfefj'ments.         Strength  of  the  royal  party, 
'Army  of  Papifts  and  malignant s^  under  the  earl  of  New- 

cajlle^ 
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cajlki  infefttbe  North. — ^-Parliament's forces  in  tbofe  parts  xom- 

manded  by  the  lord  Fairfax. Encounter. — ^-.Coitnties  affoci* 

ated  by  the  parliament. — -^Application  to  the  King  for  peace* 

Fruftlefs  treaty  at  Oxford. Return  of  the  ^een 

Strength  of  the  royal  party  in  the  North Succeffes  in  Corn- 

wal.         Cirencejier  taken  by  the  royalifts ^Succeffes  of  the 

parliament. ^^^Death  and  character  of  the  lord  Broke 

Reading  retaken  by  the  parliament. Treacherous  conduSt  of 

Effex.^-^-^kirmiflj  on  Chalgrave field. Death  and  character 

ofHamden. Defeat  of  the  parliament's  forces  at  Adder- 

ton-moor y  at  Stratton,  on  Roundway-Down. Brifiol  taken 

by  the  King's  forces Triwnphant  Jlate  of  the  Kings  ajairu 
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/CITIZENS   and  brethren,  involved  in  a(5ls  of  hof-  Ann.  1641. 
^^  tile  violence  againft  each  other,  the  confequence  of 
civil  broils,  muft  be  a  circumllance  fo  repugnant  to 
humanity,  that  it  is  to  be  imagined  no  incitements  lefs 
powerful  than  the  principles  of  felf-defence,  the  ftrong 
allurements  of  intereft,  or  ambitious  views,  could  en- 
gage men  in  fuch  unnatural  contentions.       That  the 
parliament,  actuated  by  a  generous  love  of  freedom,  ani- 
mated with  the  hopes  of  attaining  the  brighteft,    the 
mod  virtuous  obje(5l  of  ambition,  and  incited  by  the 
fear  of  again  falling  into  that  ilavery  from  which  they 
had  glorioufly  redeemed  themfelves  and  country,  ihould 
urge  matters  to  the  extremity  of  war,  is  neither  a  fub- 
jeA  of  furprize  or  blame  ;  but  that  a  prince  who  had, 
for  the  fpace  of  twelve  years,  ravaged  the  conllitution 
by  repeated  a^s  of  tyranny  and  violence,  had  levelled 
the  boundaries  of  law,  and  thrown  down  tlie  bulwarks 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom ;  that  fuch  a  prince,  in 
his  adverfe  ftate,   fhould  find  a  party  to  efpoufe  his 
broken  fortunes  ;  that  lie  (hould  be  able  to  perfuadc 
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men  to  rifk  their  all,  in  defence  of  his  grandeur  and 
authority  ;  that  he  llioiild  be  able  to  perfuade  men  to 
lift  their  impious  hands  againfl  the  altars  of  Li- 
berty, and  drench  their  country  in  blood,  to  fupport 
liira  in  a  power  he  had  abufed,  are  circumftances  which 
exhibit  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  extreme  depravity 
of  the  human  mind,  when  men  ceafe  to  balance  their 
afFedtions  by  the  fcale  of  virtue  and  reafon. 

Though  the  provocations  the  Englifh  had  fuffered, 
under  the  government  of  the  Stewart  family,  had  in 
appearance  roufed  an  univerfal  fpirit  of  oppofition,  yet 
when  the  jarring  between  the  King  and  parliament  came 
to  hoflilities,  and  the  majefty  and  indcfcafible  power 
of  the  people  were  oppofed  to  the  claims  of  monarchy, 
the  King  found  among  the  men  of  fortune  and  family 
a  numerous  party :    thefe,  priding  themfclves  in  the 
vulgar  confideration  of  defccnt  from  opulent  anceflors, 
fancied  they  had  attained  from  this  accident  a  right  to 
tyrannife  over  their  fellow-citizens :  they  fickened  at 
the  new-broached  dodlrines,   aflerting  the  equal  rights 
of  m©n  ;  and  deferting  that  caufe  which  envy  and  op- 
preflion  had  engaged  them  to  abet,  ranged  themfelves 
on  the  lide  of  the  crow^n,  from  whence  they  expc(5led 
fupport  in  their  iniquitous  pretcnfions.  Thus  the  greater 
weight  of  landed  intereft  operated  for  the  King,  who 
had  likewife  all  the  popifli  recufants,  and  thofe  who. 
were  fuperftitioully  attached  to  the  hi&rarchy  ;  two  nu- 
merous bodies  of  men.    Thefe  advantages  were  more 
than  balanced  by  the  popularity  of  the  parliament. 
There  were,  in  thefe  days,  a  numerous  fct  of  people, 
who  by  hufbandry,  cloathing,    and  other  induflrious 
arts,  wer^  pofTelTcd  of  great  property,  and  fome  of  them 
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crood  eftates  ;  thefe  men  being  treated  fupercilioully  by  Ann.  ,64.. 
The  court,  the  nobility,  and  the  gentry  of  ancient  def- 
cent    all  fided  with  the  parliament.     The  commercial 
part'of  the  nation,  whofe  fuccefs  depends  on  popular 
privileges,  were  wholly  theirs  *.     They  had  the  affec- 
tions of  all  the  lower  clafs  of  people  that  were  Pro- 
tenants    and  who  were  not  tied  by  particular  depen- 
dcncies'on  the  ariftocratical  families.     Thefe  had  been 
great  fufferers  by  the  tyranny  which  the  clergy  had 
ufurped  over  their  confcienccs,  and  were  defirous  to  free 
themfclves  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  lay  gentry,  who 
had  been  weak  enough  to  fling  out  this  provoking  in- 
fult  on  their  condition,  viz.  That  twenty  pounds  a  year 
was  enough  for  every  peafant  to  live  on. 

The  parliament  had  fecured  London  and  all  the  fea- 
ports  in  the  kingdom,  except Newcaftle  and  Portfmouth , 
tlie  whole  navy  was  in  their  fervice  -,  the  cuftoms  yield- 
cd  them  a  confiderablc  fupplyt^  they  had  m  their 

*  The  trading  part  of  the  nation,  ^vho  at  this  time  began  to  be  pof- 
feffed  of  great  property,  were  treated  with  a  high  degree  ot  contempt 
b  Charle!  and  his  father,  and  their  nobihty ;  and  the  arbitrary  ads 
of  aovernment  cxercifed  by  the  Stewart  family  was  more  fenfibly  fe.t 
among  this  body  of  men,  whofe  want  of  vice  rendered,  in  their  eyes, 
the  manners  of  a  court  hateful  and  defpicable.  . 

+  The  parliament,  by  ordinance,  appointed  a  defalcation  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  to  thofe  merchants  who  fhould  advance,  by  way  of  loan,  unto 
their  commiOioners,  thofe  fums  of  money  which,  by  the  lad  book  of 
rates,  would  have  been  legally  due,  if  the  King  had  paffed  their  bdl 
of  tonnage  and  poundage,  declaring  there  (hould  be  a  provifion  niade 
m  their  next  grant  to  the  crown  for  the  indemnity  and  fecunty  of  fuch 
merchants;  and  that  the  defakation  of  fifteen  per  cent,  fhould  be  con- 
firmed  to  them.  In  this  ordinance  it  is  afferted.  That  the  debt  due  to 
the  navy  was  200,000 1.  and  that  fifty-two  (hips  of  war  were  in  ^he  adhial 
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Ann.  1642.    hands  a  large  fiira  of  money  raifcd  for  the  relief  of 
Ireland.      Contributions  were  fo  cafily  gathered,  and 

fcrviccof  the  kingdom.     It  appear*,  by  the  King's  proclamation,  pro- 
hibiting  the  payment  of  cuftoms,  on  the  authority  of  this  ordinance, 
that  It  was  generally  obeyed.     The  parliament  afterwards  publilhed 
a  juftification  of  their  ordinance,  in  anfwer  to  the  King's  proclamation  • 
in  this  they  affcrtcd,  Thai  the  meaning  of  the  penal  claufc  in  the  ad  of 
^°""^Se  and  poundage,  pafled  this  parliament,  was  only  to  rcftrain  the 
crown  from  impofing  duties  on  the  fubjed,    without  their  confent, 
but  did  no  ways  intend  to  extend  to  any  cafe  where  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons had  given  their  afTent.     The  King's  proclamation   having  ob- 
icrvcd,  that  the  payment  of  the  cuftoms  feemed  to  cherifli  and  foment 
an  unnatural  war,  the  parliament  replied,  that  fo  much  of  that  money 
ai  had  been  exaded  by  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  the  lord  Mohun,  Sir 
Ralph  Hopton,  was  indeed  employed  to  lupport  an  unnatural  war,*  and 
foment  a  civil  dilTention  ;  but  that  which  had  come  to  the  difpofal  of  the 
pnrhament  had  been,  with  care  and  faithfulnefs,  dilburfed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  navy-debts,  due  by  his  majefty  before  the  beginning  of  this 
parliament  j  and  for  the  fetting  forth  two  fleets  the  laft  fummer,  the 
one  for  guarding  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  preventing  aid  to  the  rebels  -, 
the  other  for  the  defence  of  England,  the  preventing  an  invafion,  and 
the  prefervation  of  merchant- (hips  from  pyrates.     To  the  King's  af- 
fertion  that,  by  the  merchants'  obedience  to  the  ordinance  of  parlia- 
ment,  tlie  trade  of  the  kingdom  was  much  leflened,  they  replied,  that 
the  rebellion  of  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  in  the  Weft  wholly  deftroying  the 
flourifliing  manufadories  of  the  new  draperies  in  thofc  parts,  by  rob- 
bing the  carriers  and  trawnters,  by  his  majefty's  cavaliers,  of  woollen 
cloth  and  other  manufadurcs  j  whereby  the  commerce  and  intercourfe 
of  trade  between  London  and  the  remote  counties  were  interrupted : 
the  rebels  of  Ireland  fetting  forth  men  of  war,  ami  making  prize  of  our 
'^^"^^^'""i^n  trading  to  and  from  foreign  parts,  had  leffcncd  trade ; 
.     but  the  money  raifed  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  parliament  was  the 
only  means  to  mamtain  the  navy,  without  which  trade  and  commerce 
would  have  been  by  pyrates,  Irilh   rebels  and  foreign  forces,  wholly 
deftroycdi  and  not  only  trade,  but  the  whole  kingdom,  inevitably  ex- 
pofed  to  ddtruaron,  by  his  majefty's  refufmg  topafs  the  bill  for  tonnage 
and  poundage,  had  not  the  parliament  wholly  taken   upon  them  the 
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loans  fo  chearfuliy  complied  with,  that,  on  a  deciara-  Ann.  is^t 
tion  of  parliament,  for  the  bringing  in  of  money  or 
plate  to  furnifli  horfc  and  arms,  or  for  providing  and 
maintaining  horfe,  horfe-men,  and  arms,  on  the  con- 
dition of  re-payment,  with  the  intereft  of  eight  per 
cent,  fums  to  the  value  as  it  is  faid,  of  fome  millions,, 
were  brought  to  their  committees :  all  ranks  and  con- 
ditions of  men  and  women  poured  in  tlieir  treafure  to 
fupport  the  common  caufe,  whilft  the  poorer  fort  of 
females  offered  up  their  wedding-rings  and  bodkins. 
With  thefe  eminent  fuperiorities  the  popular  party  had 
a  brighter,   more  beneficial  one.      The    genius  of  the 
nation,  which  had  been  iong  improving  by  a  talle  for 
Treedom,  now  exempt  from  tlic   fetters  of  tyranny, 
was  rifen  to  a  very  exalted  height,  and  ranged  itfclf 
on  die  fide  of  its  parent  Libert}^    It  was  from  tiie  elo- 
cution of  Pym,  the  unbounded  knowlege  and  perfua- 
five  talents    of  Hampden,  the   profound   fagax:ity    of 
young  Vane,   Sec.  that  it  owed  its  greateft  fuccefa. 

The  King  had  a  particular  difadvantage,  which 
he  had  incurred  from  the  duplicity  of  his  conduct  r 
notwithftanding  all  his  aflertions  to  the  contrary,  the 
people  in  general  believed  he  had  an  averfi<Mi  to  die 
free  government  of  the  country  ;  that  he  had  confented 
to  all  the  laws  pafled  this  parliament  with  relniStance  ; 
thatneithcrliis  oathsnor  promifes  could  be  depended  on ; 
and  tliat  he  nieant  to  refcind  or  depart  from  every  thing 
diat  had  been  enavSted  in  favor  of  public  Liberty.    He 

care  thereof.    Pari.  Hiji,  vol.  XI.  p..  343»  ^  M»    Rvjhmrtby  vol.  V. 
p.  87.  . 
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had  written  a  letter  to  his  council  in  Scotland,  in  which 
he  gave  an  account  of  the  pofture  of  his  affairs,  and  of 
the  condudl  of  the  parliament.      The  council  fent  him 
an  anfwer,  full  of  zeal  and  aflcdion ;  and  a  petition  was 
obtained,  as  from  a  large  body  of  the  noblemen,  gen- 
tlemen, burgeflcs,  and  miniflers  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,   in  which  many  things  were  faid  to  the  dif- 
paragement  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  who,  on  hear- 
•ing  of  this    intrigue,  took  meafures    that  effedually 
fruftrated    the    intent.      The    forcmentioned    petition 
was  difowned  ;   and  the  Scots  council,  who  were  im- 
portuned by  the  nobility,  miniflry,  and   burgeflcs   of 
Edinburgh,  not  to    meddle  for   the  King    againft  the 
parliament,  formed  a  petition,  in  which  they  intreated 
the    King  to   hearken  to   his    greateft,  his  bed,  and 
moft  unparalleled  council ;   they  difluaded   him  from 
a  journey  into  Ireland  ;   declared  their  earneft  deflres, 
that  an  union  might  be  perfe^ed  between  the  King 
and  parliament ;  and  ended   with  a   large  manifefta- 
tion  of  their  hearty  affection  to  this  aflembly,  proteft- 
ing  that  they  would  do  nothing  contrary  to  their  privi- 
leges.     Though    a    different   condu<5t,  in    the    Scots, 
would  have  been  weak,  ungrateful,  and  contrary  to 
their  obvious  interefl,  yet  it  was  an  unexpe(5led  blow 
to  the  King,  who  had  feduloully  courted  this   people, 
from  the  time  that  he  had  determined  to  bring  mat- 
ters  to  a  rupture  with  the  Englifh   parliament.      A 
meffage  of  thanks  was  fent  to  the  Scots  privy-coun- 
cil, for  their  good  advice :  in  this  they  were  defired 
not  to  interpofe  in  a  manner  that  fhould  weaken  the 
confidence,  or  endanger  the  peace  of  the  two   king- 
doms ;  and  aflured,  that  the  parliament  of   England, 
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according  to  the  treaties  ratified  in  both  parliaments,  Ann.  1642. 
the  brotherly  affedion  which  they  bore  to  the  Scots  na- 
tion, the  interefl  they  had  in  its  profperity  fo  much 
conducing  to  the  eflablifhment  and  fecurity  of  the  true 
religion  and  jufl  liberties  of  England,  would  be  very- 
careful  of   the  prefervation  of  the  mutual  ajBTedion 
between  the  two  kingdoms ;  for  the  better  improving 
of  which,  and  the  applying  their  mutual  union  and 
correfpondence  to  the   fettling  the  prefent   troubles, 
they  were  defired  to  fend  the  parliament  of  England 
the  feveral  mefifages,  declarations,  and  inflrudlions,  they 
had  received    from  the  King.    That  they  might  the 
better  remove  any  doubt  or  miflake  of  their  anions, 
they  did  intend,  on  their  fide,  to  fend  to  the  council 
of  Scotland  fuch  declarations,    petitions,  and  rcmon- 
flrances,  as  they  fhould  have  occafion  to  make  to  his 
majefly  and  the  people  of  England. 

Charles,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  commanded  his 
fubjec^s  who  could  bear  arms  to  attend  his  royal  flan- 
dard  *,  proclaimed  the  earl  of  EfiTex  and  his  adherents  ^,      ,  , 
traitors  -f ,  and  publilhed  a   large  declaration  againft  Eflex  and  his 

^  adherents 

declared 

•  On  thefe  proclamations  of  the  King,  the  parliament  publiflied  a  ^^''°"* 
declaration,    that  whoever  fhould   affift  him  in  promoting    this  war 
againft  his  people,  he  intending  to  make  himfelf  an  abfolute  conqueror 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  if  not  timely  prevented,  were  traitors,  and  (hould 
be  brought  to  condign  punilhmcnt.     Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XI.  p.  386. 

t  On  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes,  on  the  fubjecft  of  this 
proclamation,  EfTex,  after  protefling  that  his  aftions  Jhould  fhew  him 
as  dutiful  a  fubjeft  as  any  the  King  had,  faid,  he  was  as  ready  to  vcn-  ' 
ture  his^  life  in  defence  of  the  law,  as  the  other  great  general  for  the 
breach  of  it.  In  the  lower  houfe,  on  the  queftion  being  put.  Whether 
that  houfe  would  maintain^  affift,  and  adhere  unto  him  for  the  fupport 
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Aon.  1642.    the  parliament  *.    He  accufcd  them  of  an  intention  to 
involve  religion  and  Liberty  in  anarchy  and  confufion ; 


of  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  King's  perfon,  &c.?  every  member  rofc 
up  in  his  place,  one  after  another,  and  gave  a  diftindl  anfwer  -,  and  a 
refolntion  palTed,  that  abfcnt  members  ihould  declare  themfelves,  from 
time  to  time,  as  they  came  into  the  houfe.  Two  days  afterwards,  the 
Commons  fent  up  an  impeachment  againft  the  marquis  of  Hertford, 
the  earl  of  Northampton,  and  Henry  Haftings,  fecond  fon  to  the  earl 
of  Huntington,  for  high-treafon,  in  adually  levying  war  againft  the 
king  and  kingdom.  Several  peers  were  committed,  for  putting  in  ex- 
ecution the  King's  commiflion  of  array.  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XI.  p.  ^^g,  ^  feq^. 

•  The  parliament,  in  hopes  of  getting  rid  of  a  conteft  which  con- 
fumed  the  time  of  their  ableft  members,  had  forbid  the  publifhing 
any  declarations  or  papers  of  the  King's,  that  fhould  be  contrary  to 
their  ordinances  :  indeed,  in  the  war  of  the  pen,  they  fought  on  very 
unequal  terms.  The  greater  part  of  the  nation  were  fuperftitioufly  at- 
tached to  old  cuftoms,  and  bigots  both  in  politics  and  religion  -,  the 
poflcffion  of  ufcful  learning  was  confined  to  a  few  individuals  ;  the 
herd  continued  in  the  dark  obfcurity  of  Gothic  ignorance,  or  employed 
their  faculties  in  the  barren  paths  of  fcholaftic  divinity,  and  the  light 
and  delufive  (ludy  of  poetic  iancy  •,  parts  of  literature  which  narrow  and 
mifguide  the  mind.  Whilft  oppofition  was  directed  by  the  common 
forms  of  the  conftitution,  the  reafoning  of  the  popular  leaders  was 
clofe,  clear,  and  conclufive ;  but  there  can  be  no  precifion  in  argu- 
ment, where  the  pofition  on  which  the  argument  is  built  muft  be  cither 
difguifed  or  excluded.  The  King  derived  advantages  from  the  very 
circumftances  that  hampered  his  opponents,  who  could  alone  found 
their  pretenfions  on  conckifions  drawn  from  pofitions  neccflary  to  the 
freedom  of  the  conftitution,  but  difagreeing  with  its  forms,  and  nor 
expreflcd  in  any  law  j  whilft  the  King  would  own  no  fundamentals  but 
pofitive,  exprefs,  and  particular  laws,  which  were  all  on  his  fide,  and 
obvious  to  vulgar  fcnfe.  1  his  controverfy,  however,  fubjcdled  him  to 
the  mortification  of  owning  that  his  adminiftration,  during  the  firft  fif- 
teen years  of  his  reign,  was  illegal  and  tyrannical  •,  of  proving  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  flow  from  arbitrary  power,  the  natural  confequence, 
he  faid,  of  the  parliament's  maxims ;  and  that  the  government  of 
England  was  compounded  of  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  and  democracy ; 
but  then,  by  his  denying  that  jhc  parliament,  in  any  cafe  whatfoever^ 
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and  alTured  the  people,  that  their  peace  and  fecurity  Ann.  1641. 
was  (liaken  in  the  wounds  that  were  given  to  his  honor 
and  authority.  On  recapitulating  the  favors  he  had  be- 
llowed on  his  fubjedts,  he  aflerted  it  was  his  earned 
and  affetStionate    defire  to  beget  a  right  underflanding 
with  them,  that  occafioned  him  to  fummons  this  par- 
liament, and  not  any  force  on  his  inclination*.     The 
high-commiflion  court,  he  acknowleged,  had  proceed- 
ed with  too  much  ilridtnefs,  where  the  tender  con- 
fciences  of  many  of  his  weak  fubjedtsf  were  concern- 
could  Intermeddle  with  his  government,  he  confined  the  exiftence  of 
the  two  laft-mentioned  fpecies  to  theory  only,  and  evidently  reclaimed 
the  concefllon,  by  aflcrting,  that  his  rights  were  of  divine  original, 
fettled  and  eftablilhed  on  himfelf  and  pofterity  by  God  ;  fince  the  laws 
of  the  conftitution,  allowed  on  all  fides  to  be  merely  human,  could 
never  bind  or  controul  the  unalterable  didtates  of  the  Divinity.     But 
abfurd  as  are  the  pretenfions  and  glaring  contradiftions  to  be  found  in 
the  King's  declarations,  they  palfed  with  his  own  party  as  orthodox 
do(ftrine  ;  and  even  among  the  preftjyterians,  who  were  looked  on  by 
Charles  and  his  father  as  irreconcileable  enemies  to  their  power,  there 
were  few  who  had  formed  any  juft  notions  of  the  nature  of  politic  fubor-    y 
dination,  and  the  feparate  and  diftind  principles  which  bind  the  con- 
fciences  of  men  in  matters  civil  and  religious :  the  prejudices  of  the 
majority  of  the  parliament  itfelf,  were  oppofite  to  thofe  tenets  on  which 
a  war  with  the  King  could  be  rationally  juftified ;  and  the  caufe  of  Li- 
berty owed  its  fuccefs  alone  to  fuch  a  flagrant  want  of  fincerity  on  the 
King's  part,  that  convinced  the  people,  yet  fmarting  under  the  inju- 
ries of  recent  opprefllons,  that  their  fafcty  depended  on  difabling  him 
from  refcinding  thofe  ads  of  juftice  which  he  had  been  neceflitated  to 
pafs  thvs  parliament. 

*  If  this  had  been  the  motive  of  the  King's  aftion,  why  did  it  not 
determine  him  to  what  was  fo  univerfally  agreeable  to  the  people ;  and 
to  what  they  had  fo  undoubted  a  right  before  the  rifing  of  the  Scots  .^ 

•j-  The  King  always  affefled  to  call  the  non-conformifts  his  weak 
fubjefls, 

X  X  2  ed ; 
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Am.  1642.  ed  ;  many  perfons  had  been  grieved  and  vexed,  under 
color  of  executing  the  foreil-laws  ;  and  fome  en- 
deavors had  been  made  to  fet  on  foot  forefts,  where  in 
truth  none  had  been ;  but  then  he  no  fooner  received 
complaint  of  this,  but  he  pafled  an  adt  for  redrefs  *. 
He  had  confented  to  the  abolition  of  the  power  of  the 
high-commiffioners,  without  prcfling  that  the  power 
might  be  rather  qualified,  and  care  taken  for  the  up- 
holding ecclefiaftical  difcipline  :  without  difputing  his 
right,  he  had  confented,  that  the  judgment  in  his 
.  favor,  in  the  bufinefs  of  Ihip-money,  fhould  be 
vacated  and  cancelled ;  and  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
of  tonnage  and  poundage,  had  parted  with  his  power 
of  impofing,  a  power  which  had  been  adjudged  good, 
and  exercifed  by  his  anceflors  f.  After  the  King  had 
expatiated  on  the  merit  of  his  conceflions,  he  enlarged 
on  the  ungrateful  return  he  had  met  with  from  the 
parliament:  On  their  accufation  of  his  intention  to 
bring  up  the  army  to  awe  the  parliament,  he  aflerted, 
that  no  man  could  believe  him  guilty  of  fo  ftrange  a 
plot :  On  the  fubjedt  of  the  confpiracy  againft  the  mar- 
quiiTes  of  Hamilton  and  Argyle,  he  faid,  the  grounds 
of  their  fears  were  fully  examined  by  the  Scots  par- 
liament, their  perfons  being  of  that  quality  and  efli- 
mation  in  the  kingdom,  that  they  were  fure  of  juf- 

•  When  the  complaint  was  backed  by  the  authority  of^parlia* 
ment,  affiftcd  by  the  power  of  two  large  armies,  and  the  inclinations  of 
the  people. 

f  The  King  ftill  infifted  that  he  had  a  right  to  thefe  unconftitutional 
prerogatives  ;  and  allowed,  in  this  cafe,  what  he  had  before  denied,  on 
the  occafion  of  his  exading  obedience  to  his  commiflion  of  array,  viz. 
that  the  preambles  of  bills  were  binding. 
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tice  *.  Among  the  crimes  of  ingratitude  with  which  the  Ann.  1642. 
King  charged  the  parliament,  he  told  them,  they  had  for- 
gotten that  blefled  condition  his  fubjedts  had  enjoyed,  of 
peace  and  plenty,  under  his  government  | ;  and  ani- 
madverted on  the  remonftrance  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
as  of  dangerous  confequence  to  parliaments,  being  the 
firft  appeal  that  was  ever  made  to  the  people  J.  The  accu- 
fation and  commitment  of  the  biiliops  was  remembered 
among  the  faults  of  the  parliament ;  and  the  King 
infifted,  that  they  could  not  repair  to  the  upper  houfe, 
without  danger  of  their  lives  §.  He  afl[erted,  that  his 
proceedings  againft  the  fix  members  were  legal ;  and 
that  the  order  of  the  houfe 'of  Commons,  againft  ar- 
refting  their  members,  was  much  more  unjuftifiable 
by  any  rule  of  law  or  juftice,  than  any  thing  he  had 
ever  done,  or  any  body  had  done  by  his  authority. 


•  A  ftrange  aflertion,  that  they  were  fure  of  juftice  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  only. 

-|-  This  was  a  circumftance  entirely  owing  to  the  accidents  of  the 
times,  and  to  the  virtue  and  induftry  of  the  Englifh ;  a  circumftance 
greatly  checked  by  monopolies  and  other  parts  of  evil  adxniniftration, 
and  a  circumftance  which  Charles  endeavored  to  deprive  of  its  advan- 
tages, by  attempting  to  eftablifh  an  arbitrary  power  of  taxation. 

+  Who  had  any  right  to  be  the  judges  of  their  behaviour  but  their 
own  conftituents  .?  and  to  whom  can  any  part  of  the  legiflature  appeal 
for  a  fandlion  to  tiieir  condudt,  bift  to  thofe  from  whom  they  derive 
their  authority  ? 

§  Many  of  the  bilhops,  on  their  examination,  declared  to  the  con« 
trary.  The  King,  in  endeavoring  to  lower  the  charafter  of  the  po- 
pular members,  makes  a  very  odd  confeffion.  He  taxed  them  with 
being  fo  greedy  of  preferments,  that  they  would  even  have  faved  the 
life  of  the  earl  of  Strafford,  if  he  would  have  conferred  defired  offices 
on  them. 

He 
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Aur.  1542.  He  confeflcd,  that  his  withdrawing  to  the  North,  was 
to  be  free  from  the  importunate  folicitations  of  the 
mean  people;  and  reviled  the  leaders  of  the  popular 
party,  as  contemptible  in  number,  and  inconfiderable 
in  fortune  and  reputation*.  In  regard  to  the  navy, 
the  parliament  might  as  lawfully  have  fent  his  fhips 
to  the  hidics,  and  ordained,  that  he  fliould  never  have 
any  more,  as  keep  them  in  the  Downs  againft  his  will, 
and  under  a  command  he  did  proteft  againfl  f.  He 
charged  them  with  having  wafted  and  confumed  the 
money  given  by  acSl  of  parliament  for  difcharge  of  the 
debts  of  the  nation  J  ;  called  their  condu(5t  an  impu- 
dent injuftice ;  alTerted,  that  the  fecurity  of  the  pub- 
lic was  provided  for  by  the  commiffion  of  array ;  that 
the  ordinance  of  the  militia  could  have  no  honeft  end, 
that  was  not  obtained  by  that  commiffion ;  and  owned 
that  the  power  was  in  different  hands,  and  like  to  be 
employed  to  other  ufcs,  than  that  ordinance  was  in- 
tended. Hewouldnot,hefaid,fubmitto  the  nineteen  pro- 
portions, depofe  himfelf,  and  fuiFer  the   people  and 

•  This  calumny  is  contradifted  by  Clarendon,  who  is  one  of  the 
m®il  partial  writers  of  thefe  times,  and  who  had  an  inveterate  malice 
againft  thefe  men.  "  In  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fays  he,  the  great 
managers  were  men  of  notable  parts,  much  reputation,  admirabledex- 
terity,  pretenders  to  fevere  juftice  and  regularity."  Clarcndon'i  Hijlory, 
vol.  I.  p.  514.  • 

f  The  parliament  could  not  deprive  the  kingdom  of  its  defence, 
or  of  the  ufe  of  its  navy  ;  though  they  might  prevent  the  King  from  tak- 
ing fuch  an  advantage  of  the  truft  inverted  in  his  office,  as  (hould  turn 
the  arms  of  the  public  againft  itfelf :  but  thefe  are  diftindbions  incom- 
patible with  the  prejudices  of  the  King. 

J  The  parliament,  after  this,  publifhed  an  account  of  their  receipts 
and  difburremcnts.     Vkar's  Pari.  Cbren,  p.  109. 
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kingdom,  which  God  and  the  law  had  committed  to  Ann.  1642. 
his  government  and  protecftion,  and  for  which  he  muft 
make  an  account,  to  be  devoured  by  them. 

As  if  the  inve<5lives  and  afTertions  to  be  found  in 
this  voluminous  declaration  were  fo  many  undeniable 
facts  and  pofitions,  the  King,  in  a  triumphing  man- 
ner, afked,  Can  our  good  fubjeds  be  longer  kept  in 
this  trance?  Can  our  nobility,  gentry,  clergy,  common- 
alty of  England,  facrifice  their  honor,  intereft,  religion^ 
and  Liberty,  to  terms,  and  the  mere  found  of  par-* 
liament  and  privilege  *  ?  Is  it  poffible  for  us  to  be 
made  vile  and  contemptible,  and  fliall  our  good  fub- 
jeds  continue  as  they  are  ?  Can  our  juft  power  be  taken 
from  us  ;  and  fliall  they  enjoy  their  liberty  f  ?  Charles 
ends  his  declaration  with  accufmg  of  treafon  the  fix 
profecuted  members,  with  Sir  Henry  Ludlow,  Mr. 
Martin  t,  alderman  Pennington,  and  captain  Venn§; 
threatens  to  caufe  indictments  to  be  drawn  againft  the 

♦  Qiiere,  whether  honor,  intereft,  religion.  Liberty,  in  the  King's 
declarations,  was  not  more  mere  found  than  parliament  and  privi- 
lege, in  the  parliament's  ? 

■f  Surely  this  might  be  very  poffible. 

X  The  following  expreffion,  in  a  very  warm  debate,  had  fallen  from 
Sir  Henry  Ludlow,  in  the  Commons'  houfe :  That  Charles  was  not  wor- 
thy to  be  King  of  England ;  and  from  Mr.  Martin,  that  the  kingly 
office  was  forfeitable;  and  that  the  happinefs  of  the  kingdom  did  not  de- 
pend upon  Charles,  or  upon  any  of  the  royal  branches  of  that  ftock.  For 
thefe  fpeeches,  which  the  houfe  confidered  as  untimely  and  intemperate, 
thefe  two  members,  tho'  of  great  intereft  with  the  popular  party,  were 
feverely  reprehended  by  the  fpeaker,  by  order  of  the  houfe. 

%  The  King  accufed  thefe  two  of  having  ftirred  up  the  mob  to  tumult. 
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Ann.  1642.  carls  of  Wanvic,  Eflex,  Stamford,  lord  Brook,  Sir 
John  Hotham,  ferjeant- major  general  Skippon,  and 
all  thofe  who  fliould  licnccforth  cxercife  the  militia, 
by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  on  the  flatute  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  Edward  III.  and  offers  a  free  pardon  to  all 
his  loving  fubjedts  who  fhould  defire   it,  except  the 

The  King     Dcrfons   he  had  named,  on  the  condition  of  laying 

offers  pardon  *  '  ■/        o 

to  thofe  who  down  their  arms  *. 

fliall  lay 
down  arms. 

Iznda°r^  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auguft  the  royal  flandard 

ereaed.        was  ere<5led  at  Nottingham  f  j  but  to  the  furprize  and 

•  The  King,  in  this  declaration,  reproaches  the  Commons  for  a  very- 
proper  diftinftion  they  had  made  in  their  orders  concerning  the  clecflion 
of  their  members,  viz.  That  the  members  of  the  upper  houfe  fliould  not 
interfere  in  this  bufinefs,  but  that  the  order  (hould  not  conclude  the 
Commons.  The  parliament  publiflied  their  reafons  for  taking  up  de- 
fenfive  arms ;  thefe  were  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  provocations  they 
•  had  received  from  the  court,  with  the  dangers  that  threatened  the  free- 
dom of  the  conftitution,  from  the  pernicious  fchemes  of  the  King  and  his 
party.    Hujhands''  Cdlc^ions,  p-  54*'     P^^^'  ^^'fi-  vol.  XT.  p.  350.  i^  feq, 

-f-  On  the  top  of  the  King's  ftandard  hung  a  flag,  on  which  were  the 
King's  arms  quartered,  with  a  hand  pointing  to  the  crown  placed  above, 
with  the  following  motto,  "  Give  unto  Caefar  his  due."  Tories  and 
high-churchmen  have  reviled  and  ridiculed  their  opponents  for  a  licen- 
tious and  abfurd  application  of  the  holy  fcripture  phrafes ;  but  no  peo- 
ple have  been  more  free  with  fuch  quotations,  or  have  mifapplied  them 
more  grofsly.  A  ftrong  proof  of  this  is  their  continued  ufe  of,  and 
wrefting  the  text,  "  Render  unto  Csefar  the  things  that  be  Csefar's./*  to  a 
general  obedience  to  the  will  of  princes,  whether  that  obedience  is  or- 
dained by  the  laws  of  the  country  or  not;  or  whether,  by  the  general 
unalterable  laws  of  focial  compact,  princes,  by  their  ill  conduct,  have 
forfeited  tiieir  title  to  fuch  obedience.  The  forementioned  text  has  no 
other  (iirc<5l  meaning  than  a  general  precept,  founded  on  the  common 
principles  of  jultice,  fuch  as.  Give  unto  every  one  his  due ;  and  ufed  at 
this  time  by  Chrift  as  a  wife  and  cautious  evafion  of  the  perfecution  in- 
tended him  by  the  Pharifees.     The  doctrine  preache'd  by  Chrift  to  his 
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and  mortification  of  the  King,  there  appeared  no  con-  Ann.  1642. 
flux  of  people  in  obedience  to  his  proclamation.     His 

followers  is  of  a  different  ftamp  than  what  the  comments  of  time-fervino- 
priefts  have  inferred  from  this  their  favorite  text,  "  Render  unto  Csefa^ 
&c."     Chrift  forbids  his  difciples  to  admit  in  their  governments  the 
pride,  the  pomp,  the  defpotifm,  that  at  this  time  prevailed  in  the  hea- 
then ftates.     "  The  kings  of  the  Gentiles,  fays  he,  exercife  lordfliips 
over  them,  and  they  that  exercife  authority  upon  them  are  called  be- 
nefaaors  i  but  you  ftiall  not  do  fo  :  but  he  that  is  the  greateft  among 
you,  let  him  be  as  the  younger,  and  he  that  is  chief  as  he  that  ferves." 
The  dodlrine  of  Chrift  afl^erted  the  equal  rights  of  men  ;  he  not  only 
recommended,  but  commanded  his  difciples  to  preferve  that  equality 
both  in  their  civil  and  religious  inftitutions.     The  matchlefs  Milton 
has  obferved,  that  no  government  comes  nearer  to  this  precept  of  Chrift 
than  a  free  Commonwealth,  wherein  they  who  are  greateft  are  perpe- 
tual fervants  and  drudges  to  the  public  at  their  own  coft  and  charges, 
negleding  their  own  affairs,  yet  are  not  elevated  above  their  brethren^ 
live  foberly  in  their  houfes,  walk  the  ftreets  as  other  men,  may  be 
fpoken  with  familiarly,  without  adoration.     As  the  doftrines  of  Chrift 
plainly  inculcated  the  freeft  principles  of  civil  and  religious  Liberty,  in 
oppofltion  to  the  pride,  pomp,  and  power  of  the  Jewifli  priefthood,'  he 
was  oppofed  with  acrimony  ;  and  at  length,  on  the  common  accufation 
of  bemg  a  feditious  difturber  of  government,  crucified  by  the  intrio-ues 
of  thefe  fpiritual  tyrants,  who,  imagining  his  zeal  for  juftice  would 
make  him  launch  out  into  unfeafonable  inveftives  againft  the  monftrous 
abufed  power  of  the  Casfars,  tempted  him  with  that^enfnaring  queftion 
"  Is  It  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  C^far  or  not  ?»     That'^this  is  the 
proper  expofition  of  this  text,  the  very  queftion  itfelf,  with  the  intro- 
dudory  paflage,  evidently  proves.     «  Then  went  the  Pharifees,  and 
took  counfel  how  they  might  entangle  him  in  his  talk  j  and  they  Tent 
unto  him  their  difciples,  with  the  Herodians,  faying,  Mafter,  we  know 
that  thou  art  true,  and  teacheft  the  ways  of  God  in  truth,  neither  careft 
thou  for  any  man,  for  thou  regardeft  not  the  perfons  of  men;  tell  us 
therefore,  what  thinkeft  thou,  is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Caefar 
or  not."     Had  the  tendency  of  Chrift's  dodrine  been  that  of  paffive 
obedience,  would  the  Pharifees  have  thought  this  a  proper  queftion  to 
cnfnare  him  .'  "  Thou  careft  not  for  any  man,  faid  they,  neither  regardeft 
thou  the  perfons  of  men  (i.  e.  you  pay  no  adulation  to  power) ;  tell  us, 
therefore,  is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Cjefar  or  not .?"  I'he  queftion 
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Ann.  1642.    horfc,  to  the  number  of  eight  hundred,  under  the 

afked  is  not.  Whether  the  Jews,  from  obligations  of  confcience,  were 
bound  to  give  tribute  to  Casfar ;  but,  Whether,  having  been  a  free  and  in- 
dependant  people,  they   could,  without  fin,  acknowledge  the  autho- 
rity of  Caslar,  and  fubmit  to  the  Roman  yoke  ?  This  they  undoubtedly 
could  do,  becaufe  there  was,  at  this  time,  no  probable,  or  hardly  pof- 
fible,    means  to  free  themfelves -,    therefore  Chrift,    perceivincr   their 
wicked  defign,  evaded  the  entering  into  the  particulars  of  the  cafe,  and 
fald,  «  Why  tempt  ye  me,  ye  hypocrites  ?  (i.  e.  why  do  you  pretend 
fcruples  of  confcience  to  enfnare  me  ?)  fhew  me  the   tribute-money. 
Then  they  brought  unto  him  a  penny.  Whofe  image  and  fuperfcriptiou 
is  it  ?  (faid  our  Saviour)  They  faid  unto  him,  Caefar*s.     Then  faid  he 
unto  them,  Render  therefore  unto  Casfar  the  things  which  are  Cjefar's 
and  unto  God  the  things  which  are  God's."     Had  the  end  of  Chrift's 
mifilon  and  do6lrine  been  the  eftablifliing  of  governments  on  the  bafis 
of  confcience,  could  there  have  been  a  more  favorable  opportunity  than 
was  given  him  by  this  interrogation  of  the  Pharifees,  to  have  expatiated 
on  the  fubjeft  of  obedience  as  a  moral  and  religious  duty?    But  this 
would  have  been  a  contradi6Uon  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his  dodrine 
which  evidently  tended  to  emancipate  his  followers  from  the  fcrvije 
yoke  and  cuftoms  of  the  Gentiles,  to  aflert  the  independency  and  free 
agency  of  man,  and  render  him  capable  of  attaining  that  fublime  de- 
gree of  moral  and  religious  virtue  which  he  taught  and  pradtifed ;  an 
example  impoflible  to  have  imitated,  had  his  difciples  been  bound  by  re- 
ligious obligations  to  have  obeyed  the  fottifli  commands  of  their  Gen- 
tile governors.     Had  not  Chrift  intended  to  evade  acknowledf^ing  the 
authority  of  Casfar,  he  might  have  given  a  ready  anfwcr  to  the  quef. 
tion,  "  Is  it  lawful,  &c."  by  telling   the  Pharifees,  that  C^efar  was 
their  fupreme  governor  ;  that  kings  and  emperors  held  their  power  by 
the  particular  will  of  God  -,  that  they  were  earthly  reprefentatives  of 
the  majcfty  of  the  Deity ;    that  they  were  his  vicegerents  ;  and  that, 
as  fuch,  they  were  bound  in  confcience  to  yield  obedience.     This  doc- 
.   trine,  which  has  been  maintained  by  modern  divines,  would  from  fuch 
an  authority  have  very  fufficiendy  enforced  the  precept  of  obedience 
to  governors,  whether  for  good  or  evil ;  but  Chrill,   in  his  anfwer, 
carefully  avoided  confounding  political  and  religious  obligations,   or 
uniting  the  circumftance  of  giving  tribute  to  Caefar  with  the  idea  of 
religious  duty.    On  being  told  that  the  image  and  fuperfcription  of  the 
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command  of  prince  Rupert,  lay  at  Lcicefler  ^' ;  his  Ann.  1642. 
cannon  and  ammunition  were  left  behind  at  York, 
there  not  having  been  foot  enough  levied  to  guard  it 
in  its  pafTage  to  Nottingham.  Some  few  train-bands 
which  Sir  John  Digby,  the  fheriff  of  the  count}'-,  had 
drawn  together,  was  all  the  llrength  he  had  to  defend 
his  own  perfon  ;  a  force  fo  much  inferior  to  what  the 
parliament  had  now  in  the  field,  that  Sir  Jacob  Aililey, 
the  ferjeant-major-general  of  his  army,  told  him,  that 
he  could  not  give  any  afTurance  that  he  might  not  be 
taken  out  of  his  bed,  if  the  rebels  fliould  make  an 

penny  was  Casfar's,  "  Then,  faid  he,  render  therefore  unto  Casfar 
the  things  which  are  Caifar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  which  are  God's." 
The  tempters,  difappointed  of  their  defigns  by  this  unexpedted  for- 
bearance of  our  Saviour's,   marvelled,  and  went  their  way. 

The  famous  writer  of  the  Tory  party,  lord  Clarendon,  has  adorned 
the  heads  of  the  fcveral  books  into  which  he  has  divided  his  hiftory,  with 
quaint,  though  not  always  pertinent,  texts  of  facred  fcripturej  and  in 
that  very  performance,  blames  the  popular  preachers  for  perverting 
thofe  writings  to  their  purpofes.  The  fame  paflage  in  which  he  mentions 
with  difapprobation  feveral  apt  texts  which  thefe  had  made  ufe  of,  he  ends 
with,  "  The  complaint  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel  might  moft  truly  and 
moft  feafonably  have  be.n  applied  :  There  is  a  confpiracy  of  her  prophets 
in  the  midft  thereof,  like  a  roaring  lion  ravening  the  prey.  They  have  de- 
voured fouls,  they  have  taken  the  treafure  and  precious  things,  they 
have  made  her  many  widows  in  the  midft  thereof."  Clarendon,  in  a 
fecond  obfervation,  fuppofes  that  no  fin  can  be  more  reafonably  deter- 
mined to  be  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  than  a  minifter  of  Chrift 
turning  rebel  againft  his  prince.  In  the  dodtrine  of  the  moft  fanatic 
fedlaries  is  there  to  be  found  fo  abfurd  a  conclufion  !  Clar,  Hiji.  vol.  II. 
p.  17,  ^  feq. 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  this  body  of  horfe,  the  onlyftrength  the  King  had 
to  depend  on,  were  few  of  them  better  armed  than  with  fwords ;  that 
they  were  not  half  the  number  of  the  enemies  horfe,  excellently  well 
armed  and  appointed.    Gar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  i,  ^  feq, 
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Ann.  1642.  attempt  to  that  purpofe.  Whilfl  himfelf  and  his  friends 
were  ruminating  on  the  peril  of  their  fituation,  they  re- 
ceived the  mortifying  intelligence,  that  Portfmouth,  be- 
fiegedby  fea  and  land  by  the  parliament's  forces,  would 
be  reduced  in  a  few  days  * ;  and  that  the  marquis  of  Hert- 
ford, who  it  was  expevHied  would  have  gathered  a  power 
fuflicient  to  relieve  Portfmouth,  was  driven  out  of  the 
Weil  f. 

•  It  was  on  tlic  fuppofition  that  Goring  was  enabled  to  preferve  this 
important  town,  which  engaged  the  King  to  declare  himfelf  fo  early. 
That  it  was  not  longer  defended  againft  the  parliament's  forces,  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  ill  condud  of  the  governor,  who,  though  having 
been  equally  entrufted  by  both  parties,  he  had  received  large  fums  from 
each,  to  victual  and  fonify  the  place;  yet  on  the  important  crifis  when 
he  was  obliged  to  declare  himfelf,  he  was  fo  ill  provided  for  a  fiege,  that 
on  the  parliament's  fecuring  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  by  imprifoning  its  gover- 
ner,  the  earl  of  Portland,  a  fufpedted  Papift,  and  fending  a  troop  of  horfe, 
with  the  train-bands  of  the  neighbouring  county,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  William  Waller,  to  invert  Portfmouth  i  Goring  was  obliged  tofurrender 
the  town,  on  condition  of  leave  to  tranfport  himfelf  beyond  fea,  and  his 
officers  to  repair  to  the  King.  Clarendon  fays,  that  tho'  Goring's  chief 
dependance  for  money  and  provifions  were  from  the  Ide  of  Wight,  yet 
he  negleded  to  fccure  the  caftle  and  block-houfe  that  guarded  the 
paflage,  and  that  thofe  revolted  to  the  parliament  as  foon  as  he  declared 
for  the  King.  Whitlock^  p.  60.  Clar.  Hiji.  vol.  1.  p.  ^^o^  ^  feq,  and 
vol.  II.  p.  15.     Pari.  Hijf.  vol.  XI.  p.  ^6^, 

-|-  The  king  expefted  great  things  to  be  performed  in  his  favor  by 
the  marquis  of  Hertford,  who  had  the  afliftance  of  the  lords  Pawlet, 
Hopton,  Stawel,  Coventry,  Berkley,  and  Windham,  v^ith  many  other 
gentlemen  of  interefl  and  property  in  the  Weftern  parts.  The  marquis 
cf  Hertford  wrote  in  the  following  triumphing  ftyle  to  the  queen  :  "  I 
am  with  all  fpeed  to  repair  to  the  Weft,  to  put  his  majefty*s  commifTion 
of  array  in  execution,  which  I  make  no  doubt  to  perform  without  any 
great  difficujty,  if  God  fo  profper  us  as  1  truft  he  will  in  fo  good  a  caufe. 
We  Ihall  then  Ihortly,  I  hope,  be  bleft  with  your  majefty's  long  wifhed- 
'fcr  prefence,  and  hey  then  down  go  they;  and  to  our  greater  encou- 
ragement, Sampfon  (Goring)  is  come  over  to  us.      Your  majefty  may 
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The  King,  in  his  way  to  Nottingham,  had  attempted  Ann.  164Z. 
Coventry  ;  but  this  fpirited  city  ihut  their  gates  upon 
him,  fired  at  his  men,  and  obliged  him  to  retire.  In 
that  anxiety  of  mind  which  circumftances  alarming  as 
thefe  occafioned,  heightened  by  fuperflitious  apprchen- 
fions  arifmg  from  the  accident  of  the  ftandard's  being 
blown  down  by  a  high  wind  *,  the  nobility  about  the 
King  prcfled  him  to  fend  an  immediate  mefTage  to  the 
parliament,  with  overtures  of  peace  ;  but  the  obflinacy 
of  this  prince's  temper  was  rather  encreafed  than  fub- 
ducd  by  oppofition  :  "  No  misfortunes  attending  my  en- 
deavor to  defend  myfclf  (faid  he)  can  expofe  me  to  more 
evil  than  a  treaty  at  this  juncture,  where  I  mufl  be  under- 
flood  to  be  willing  to  yield  to  whatfoever  they  fhall  requ  ire 
of  me  f."  Thus  refolved,  the  King  broke  up  the  council ; 
but  the  next  day  the  earl  of  Southampton,  a  man  of  re- 
putation with  the  party,  re-urged  the  advice,  as  an  expe- 
dient that  might  do  good  and  could  do  no  harm:  that 
the  King's  propofition  for  peace  would  in  all  probabi- 
lity be  rejected ;  and  therefore  itwoiild  bind  him  to  no 
conditions  :  that  it  would  incline  the  people  more  to 

perceive  that  I  hope  well,  that  I  prefume  to  be  thus  merry  with  you." 
Hertford  was  driven  out  of  the  Weft  by  the  afliftance  of  the  yeomanry- 
only,  the  prime  gentry  of  thofe  parts  being,  for  reafons  already  fpecified, 
engaged  for  the  king.  Pari  HiJi.  vol.  XI.  p.  365.  Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II. 
p.  4. 

*  Clarendon  very  gravely  enumerates  this  accident  amongft  the  ill 
prefages  which  attended  the  melancholy  ftate  of  the  King's  affairs.  Clar, 
Hift.  vol.  I.  p.  557. 

-f-  The  King  imagined  that  no  other  ill  confequences  could  attend  his 
puftiing  matters  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  than  the  Sacrifice  of  his  followers. 
His  perfon  and  office  he  thought  too  effential  to  the  government  of  the 
country,  to  fuffer  from  the  ill  chances  of  fo  unpromifing  a  war. 
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Aim.i6^z.  fervc  him  :  that  the  parliament  liad  before  Sherborn, 
Portfmouth,  and  Northampton,  tlirec  leveral  armies, 
the  leafl  of  which  was  flrong  enough  to  drive  him  out 
of  his  dominions :  that  it  was  better  to  feem  to  defire 
peace  %  which  would  render  him  gracious  to  the  peo- 
ple, than  tofufferhimfelf  to  be  taken  prifoner:  that  if 
the  parliancnt  refufed  to  treat,  they  would  lofe  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  who  would  then  believe  that  the 
war  was,  on  his  majefty's  part,  purely  defcnfive:  that 
the  overture  would  neceflarily  produce  fome  paufe  and 
delay  in  their  motions,  by  the  debate  it  would  occafion: 
that  his  majelly,fo  far  from  llackening  his  preparations, 
might  be  more  vigorous  in  hallening  the  levies  for 
which  his  commiifions  were  out.  This  laft  confidera- 
tion  prevailed  on  the  King :  the  earls  of  Southampton 
and  Dorfet,  Sir  John  Colepeper  and  Sir  William  Udal, 
were  fent  with  a  meiTage,  to  the  following  purport, 
Ovfrtu:ei  cf  to  the  two  houfcsf:  That  the  King  had,  with  un- 
*"'"'*  fpeakablc  grief  of  heart,  long  beheld  the  diflrac^ions 

of  his  kingdom  ;  that  his  foul  was  full  of  anguilh, 
till  he  could  find  fome  remedy  to  prevent  the  miferies 
which  were  ready  to  overwhelm  the  nation  by  a  civil 
war.  After  a  long  exordium  of  the  fame  nature,  the 
King  propounded  to  the  parliament,  to  appoint  per- 
fons  to  treat  with  a  like  number  authorized  by  him. 
After  many  general  profcflions  that  nothing  Ihould  be 
wanting  on  his  part  which  might  advance  the  true 

♦  Clarendon  owns,  that  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that  the  King's 
propofitions  for  peace  would  be  rejeded  ;  and  that,  for  this  rcafon,  they 
ought  to  be  made.    Clar,  Hift.  vol.  11.  p.  6. 

t  The  third  day  after  the  ilandard  was  fet  up. 
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Proteflant  religion,  oppofe  Popery  and  fuperftition,  Ann.  1642^ 
and  fecure  the  law  of  the  land,  on  which  was  built 
as  well  his  juft  prerogative,  as  the  property  and  li- 
berty of  the  fubjedt;  he  concluded  with  afluring  them, 
that  nothing  but  his  Chriilian  and  pious  care  to  pre- 
vent the  effufion  of  blood,  had  begot  the  motion,  his 
provifion  of  men,  arms,  and  money,  being  fufficient 
to  fecure  him  from  violence,  till  it  pleafed  God  to  opea 
the  eyes  of  his  people. 

The  earl  of  Southampton  and  Sir  John  Colepeper 
arrived  in  town  before  the  reft  of  the  embaffy.  South- 
ampton went  ftraight  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  took 
his  place ;  but  as  he  had  declared  hoftilities  againft  the 
parliament,  by  attending  the  King's  ftandard,  he  had 
fcarcc  fet  down  when  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw  *► 
Having  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  a  melTage 
from  tiic  King,  the  gentleman-uflier  was  fent  after 
him,  to  require  him  to  deliver  it.  On  his  pleading 
the  King^s  command  to  deliver  it  himfelf  to  the 
houfe,  they  paflcd  an  order  for  his  fending  it;  and 
commanded  him  to  depart  the  town  immediately,  on 
his  peril,  acquainting  him,  that  the  reafon  why  they 
did  not  further  proceed  againft  him,  at  this  time,  was 
his  being  employed  by  the  King  in  bulinefs  to  the 

*  Though  the  Lords  could  not  have  a6led  otherwile  than  as  related, 
without  condemning  the  caufe  they  flood  engaged  to  defend,  yet  Claren- 
don animadverts  on  the  tranfadtion  as  an  abfurd  condu6t  in  the  upper 
houfe,  who  had  always  been  ufed  to  treat  a  privy-counfellor  with  re- 
Ypect,  not  to  let  Southampton,  againft  whom,  he  faid,  no  public  ob* 
ieflion  had  been  made,  deliver  a  meffagc  from  the  King,  ki  his  own* 
place,  ^s  a  member.     Clar,  Hift.  vol.  U.  p.  8. 
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Ann.  1642.   houfe.     Sir  John  Colepcpcr,  who  at  the  fame  jundurc 
attended  the  houfe  of  Commons,  by  a  mbre  modefl 
condudl  had  gained  admittance.      On  his   forbearing 
to  go  into  the  houfe  till  he  had  afked  leave,  they  per- 
mitted him  to  deliver  his  meflage  at  the  bar  of   the 
houfe;  but   immediately  to  withdraw.     The  parlia- 
ment wafted  no  time  in  unnecefTary  difputes :  within 
'  two  days   a  meflage  was   difpatched  to  the  King,  in 
which  they   told  him.  That  till  he   fhould  recal  his 
proclamations  and  declarations,  whereby  the  earl  of 
Eflcx  and  both  houfcs  of  parliament,   and  thofe  who 
had   obeyed  and  executed  their  commands,  were  de- 
clared traitors  ;  and  till  the  ftandard  was  taken  down, 
they  could  not,  by  the  fundamental  privileges  of  par- 
liament, the  public  truft  repofed  in  them,  or  the  good 
and  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  give  any  other  anfwer  to 
his  propofal.     The  fuddcn  determination  of  this  bu- 
fmefs   gave  fuch  an  alarm  to  the  royalifts,  that  the 
King  was  advifed  to  give  over  his  thoughts  of  con- 
qucft,   to  make  all  imaginable  hafte  to  London,  and 
appear  in  parliament,  before  they  had  any  item  of 
his  intention.      This   feafonable  proportion  was    re- 
jeifted  with  difdain ;  but  the  parliament  having  fent 
down  their  principal  officers  to  Northampton,  to  put 
that  army,  which  lay  adjacent  to  the  King's  quarters,  in 
a  readinefs   to  march,   it    was    thought  neceflary  to 
amufe    them    by  another    meflage;    in    which    the 
King  promifed  to  recal  his  proclamations  and  decla- 
rations,   provided  they  would  revoke  theirs    againft 
thofe  who  had  affifted  himf.     The  parliament,  per- 

t  In  this  mefTage  the  King  denied  that  he  had  everdeclared  both  houfes 
of  parliament  traitors,  or  defigncd  to  fet  up  his  ftandard  againft  them  ; 
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ceiving  the  King's  aim,  immediately  difpatched  the  Aan.  1642. 
meflTenger  *  with  an  anfwer,  in  which  they  accufed 
the  King  with  the  duplicity  of  his  conducfb,  of  hoftile 
inflru<5lions  fent  to  his  commiflioners  of  array,  iince 
his  pacific  profeffions :  they  required  him  to  difband 
his  forces,  and  return  to  his  parliament,  where  he 
would  find  fuch  expreffions  of  their  fidelity  and  duty, 
which  fliould  aflTure  him  that  his  fafety,  honor,  and 
greatnefs,  could  only  be  found  in  the  aflfedions  of  his 
people,  and  in  their  fincere  counfelsf. 

though,  in  his  proclamation  for  fupprefling  the  prefent  rebellion,  under 
the  command  of  Robert  earl  of  Eflex,  he  declares  him  and  his  adhe- 
rents  traitors ;  and  lays,  that  that  infolent  and  prodigious  commiflion 
of  captain-general  over  the  whole  kingdom  of  England,  and  dominion 
of  Wales,  was  granted  the  faid  earl,  in  the  name  of  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament.  Were  not  the  King's  diftindions  more  refined  and  more 
unintelligible  than  that  which  the  parliament  made  between  the  perfo- 
nal  and  political  capacity  of  the  King ;  a  diftindbion  which  has  been  fo 
much  fcoffed  at  by  thofe  who  cannot,  or  v/ill  not  fee  the  real  difference 
that  exifts  in  this  cafe  ?     Rujhworth^  vol.  IV.  p.  769. 

The  lord  Falkland,  who  brought  this  fecond  meflage,  was  re- 
ceived in  the  fame  manner  as  had  been  Sir  John  Colepeper.  "^ Pari  Hifi, 
vol.  XL  p.  413. 

t  The  King  having  fent  a  third  meflage  to  the  parliament,  in  which 
he  endeavored  to  exculpate  himfelf,  and  throw  the  entire  blame  of  the 
war  on  them,  they  returned  the  following  anfwer :  That  when  they 
confidered  the  opprefllons,    rapines,    firing  of  houfes,    and  murders, 
committed  on  his  majefty's  good  fubjeds,  even  now  a  treaty  was  pro- 
pounded by  thofe  men  whom  he  thought  himfelf  bound  in  confcience  and 
honor  to  proteft,  as  perfons  doing  their  duty,  they  could  not  think  that 
he  had  done  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  prefent  diflraftions :  • 
That  they  had  offered  to  him  every  thing  a  treaty  could  produce,  viz. 
fecurity,  honor,  fervice,  fupporc,  and  all  other  efi^eds  of  loyal,  hum- 
ble, faithful  fubjedion,  feeking  nothing  but  that  religion,  Liberty,  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  fafety  of  the  parliament,    might  b»  fe- 
VoL.  III.  z  z  cur«d 
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Aon.  1642.  To  encourage  thofe  who  had  lent  large  fums  to  the 
cufTcionV"  public,  the  two  houfcs  publiflied  a  declaration,  in 
parliament,  -^vhich  they  protellcd,  that  they  would  not  lay  down 
their  arms  till  the  King  had  withdrawn  his  protection 
from  delinquents,  and  left  them  to  the  juftice  of  the 
parliament,  that  they  might  ferve  as  a  warning  to 
fucceeding  generations,  bear  thofe  burthens  which  the 
common-wealth  had  fufFered  fmce  his  majeily's  de- 
parture from  his  parliament,  and  repay  thofe  large 
fums  which  his  well-affecflcd  fubjccls  had  lent  to  the 
ailillance  of  the  common-wealth.  This  declaration, 
intended  to  encourage  the  vigor  and  fpirit  of  the 
party,  not  being  feconded  by  action,  was  attended 
with  evil  confequcnces  j  it  convinced  all  thofe  who 
had  aded  for  the  King,  that  the  prefervation  of  their 


cured  from  the  open  violence  and  cunning  pradices  of  a  wicked  party  : 
That  there  were  no  competent  peribns  to  treat  between  the  King  and 
parliament :  That  by  perfifting  to  fhicld  wicked  inftruments  he  endan- 
gered himfelf  and  kingdom,  whilft  they  were  willing  to  hazard  them- 
felves  to  prefcrvc  both  :  That  his  proteflations  of  regard  to  his  Protef- 
tant  fubjcdls  of  Ireland,  or  refolution  to  maintain  the  religion  and  laws 
of  this  kingdom,  could  not  give  fatisfa6lion  to  reafonable  men,  whilft 
Irifh  rebels,  with  their  agents,  were  admitted  to  his  prefence  with  grace 
and  favor,  and  fome  of  them  employed  in  his  fervice ;  whilft  cloaths, 
munition,  horfe,  and  other  neccfTaries  bought  by  the  parliament  for  the 
fupply  of  the  army  againft  the  Irilh  rebels  were  violently  taken  away9 
by  his  command,  and  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  an  unnatural  war 
againft  his  people  here  :  That  notwithftanding  this,  if  he  would  be 
pleafcd  t9  game  back  to  his  parliament,  without  his  forces,  they  fhould 
be  ready  to  fecure  his  royal  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes  :  That  his  prefence  in  his  great  council  was  the  only  means 
of  a  treaty  with  hope  of  fuccefs :  That  they  only  intended  the  good  of 
the  kingdom,  and  were  not  to  be  diverted  from  that  end  by  any  private- 
er fclf-refpeds  wliatfoever.    Pari,  Hiji,  vol.  XL  p.  423,  i^  fi^, 
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fortunes  depended  on  the  fupport  of  his  power :  the  mo-  A«n.  .642. 
derate  royalifls,  who,  though  they  had  been  incited  by 
miflaken  intereft  and  puerile  prejudices  to  ad:  againft  the 
public  peace,  wifhed  well  to  the  freedom  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  grown  defperate  by  this  ill-timed  threat,  entered 
into  the  moft  violent  counfels  of  the  party.    The  Kin<>^'3 
levies,  and  other  warlike  preparations,  from  this  period 
were  carried  on  with  great  expedition.   The  parliament, 
on   their  fide,    ordered  the   difperfed  bodies   of  their 
troops  to  march  to  Northampton  *.    When  the  earl  of 
Eflex,  who  had  been  attended  out  of  town  with  p-rcat 
pomp,   amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  joined 
the  army,  it  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men.    The 
King  found  it  neceffary  to  decamp  from  Nottingham, 
and  retire  into  the  Weft  f-      Nothing  would  have  been 
more  eafy,  in  this  his  retreat,  or  whilft  he  lay  at  Not- 
tingham, for  the  parliament's  troops  to  have  diflipated 
the  fmall  handful  of  his  followers  ;  and  either  to  have 
taken  him  prifoner,  or  obliged  him  to  fly  the  king- 
dom X-    but  this  opportunity  was  miffed  by   the   too 

*  All  profpea  of  peace  being  now  vaniflied,  and  the  nation  already 
plunged  in  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  the  parliament  pafled  an  order  for 
fupprefling  ftage-plays,  during  the  continuation  of  the  public  calamities, 
and  another  for  the  banifhment  of  the  Capuchin  friars  at  Somerfet-houfe, 
and  the  demoliftiing  all  the  monuments  of  idolatry  there  ercdled.  Pari, 
Hifl.  vol.  XI.  p.  411,  '^  feq, 

t  The  King,  for  want  of  draught-horfes,  had  not  been  yet  able  to 
bring  up  his  artillery  from  York. 

X  It  has  been  imagined,  that  the  popular  leaders,  from  motives  of  " 
policy,  negleacd  to  take  this  advantage  of  the  King's  weak  condition  ; 
but  I  cannot  fee  that  the  protra6lion  of  the  war  promifed  any  other  ad- 
vantages to  the  moft  fanguine  of  the  party,  than  thofe  that  would  have 
naturally  flowed  from  this  event,  in  concurrence  with  the  King's  reftlefs 
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Ann.  164a.    cautious  difpofition  of  the  earl  of  EiTex,  who  had  jiot 
yet  received  his  inftrudions  ;  a  fatal  neglect,  occafioned 
by  the  fanguine  hopes  of  the  parliamentary  leaders  *, 
who  depending  on  the  King's  unpopular  character, 
and  judging  the  fentiments  of  the    fickle  vulgar  by 
the  liberal  warmth  and  manly  lleadinefs  of  their  own 
feelings,  they  regarded  it  as  impofllble  for  him  to  raife 
a  force  fufficient  to  encounter  their  army  f;   that  the 
^    nobility  and  gentry  would  foon  be  weary  of    main- 
taining the  troops  already  on  foot;    and   thus    they 
fhould  accomplifh  their  defigns  without  fpilling  the 
blood  of  their  countrymen.     This  fond  hope  loft  the 
favorable  moment,    which  would  have  reftored  with 
triumph  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  the  public  peace:   A 
moment  irretrievable,  fince  the  deftru(5lion  of  that  caufe 
was  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  protradled  war. 

Th.Kmgre-       Charles  was  fuffercd  to rctrcat  to  Shrewfbury,  with- 
,s"ewlbary.   out  mokftatiou:  wlicu  lic  arrived  at  Wellington  $,  he 

defire  of  rule,  and  his  promptnefs  to  enter  into  imprudent  mcafures,  fti- 
mulated  by  the  petulant  intrigues  of  the  queen  and  her  party. 

•  The  dilatorinefs  of  proceedings,  in  this  important  bufinefs,  mud 
be  entirely  imputed  to  the  lower  houfe :  the  Lords  fent  feveral  meflages 
to  them,  to  haften  the  inftrudions,  which,  they  faid,  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  general  before  he  marched  the  army. 

t  It  is  fa'd,  that  Mr.  Pym  and  Mr.  Hampden  did  fay  to  Sir  Ben- 
jamin Rudyard,  That  the  King  could  never  be  able  to  raife  an  army 
to  oppofe  the  parliament.  Had  not  thefe  two  great  patriots  thought 
too  highly  of  the  grofs  and  fcrvile  conceptions  of  the  multitude,  much 
mifchicf  would  have  been  avoided.  Heath's  Chronicles,  Ed.  1676,  p.  36. 

J  Within  a  day's  march  of  Shrewlbury,  the  place  he  had  appointed 
for  the  rendezvous  of  his  whole  army. 
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caufed  his  military  orders  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  Ann.  1642. 
each  regiment.  After  this  ceremony,  himfclf  ad- 
drefTed  the  troops  in  the  following  llyle:  He  could 
not  fufpcd  their  refolution  ;  their  confcience,  their 
loyalty,  had  brought  them  together  to  fight  for  their 
religion,  their  King,  and  the  laws  of  the  land ;  they 
fhould  meet  with  no  enemies  but  traitors,  mofl  of 
them  Browniils,  Anabaptifls,  and  Atheifts,  v/ho  defired 
to  deilroy  both  church  and  flate,  by  whom  they  had  ^ 
already  been  condemned  for  their  loyalty  to  the  King: 
that  they  might  fee,  he  faid,  what  ufe  he  intended  to 
make  of  their  valor,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  blefs  it  with  fuc- 
cefs,  he  thought  fit  to  publifh  his  refolution  in  a  pro-  Pf^icaatioE. 
teflation.  He  did  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty 
God,  that  he  would  defend  the  true  Proteflant  re- 
ligion, eftabliflied  in  the  church  of  England ;  he  de- 
fired  to  govern  by  the  known  laws  of  the  land ;  he 
did  folcmnly  and  faithfully  promife  to  maintain  the 
jufl  privileges  and  freedom  of  parliament,  and  parti- 
cularly to  obferve  thofe  laws  to  which  he  had  afTcnted  ; 
if  the  great  neceffity  and  ftraits  into  which  he 
was  driven  did  beget  any  violation  of  thefe,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  imputed,  by  God  and  man,  to  the  authors 
of  the  war,  and  not  to  him,  who  had  fo  earneflly  la- 
boured for  the  prefervation  and  peace  of  the  king- 
dom. 


The  multitude,  whofe  blind,  fatal  credulity  no  ex- 
perience can  enlighten,  fwallowed  the  airy  bait ;  nor 
could  the  well  known  infmcerity  of  the  King's  temper, 
nor  the  necefhty  of  his  circumflances,  enforcing  hint 
to  fpeak  a  language  foreign  to  his  nature  and  his  pre- 
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Ann.  164-'.  judkes,  prevent  the  vulgar  of  all  ranks  from  being 
caught  by  the  cajoling  fpeechcs  which  he  made  to  the 
people  in  all  the  counties  as  he  palled.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Derby,  Stafford,  and  Shropfhire,  returned  his 
flattery  with  paflionate  exprcffions  of  affedion  to  his 
pcrfon,  and  adherence  to  his  fortunes  :  in  Shrewfbury 
he  met  with  as  favorable  a  reception,  a  fmall  party  of 
parliamentarians  having  been  driven  out  of  the  town 

'^^'in.^rlcfuits  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^'^  *^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  popularity  *.  He  was  no 
!L'Tn*a™°'  ^o^g<^i'  in  want  of  money  ;  the  gentry  not  only  fupplied 
him  with  their  purfes,  but  their  plate;  and  undertook 
at  their  own  charge,  to  make  levies  of  horfe  and  foot. 
The  two  univei-fitics,  who,  to  the  difgracc  of-  fcience 
and  academic  breeding,  had  ever  been  the  fervile  tools 
of  the  court,  poured  in  their  hoarded  treafures,  both 
private  and  public,  tofupport  it  in  its  tottering  ftatef. 


ney,  and 
arms. 


Clarendon's 
Hift.  vol.  II. 
p.  24. 


*  This  town,  declaring  for  the  King,  gave  him  a  communication 
with  all  North  Wales.  EiVex,  amongft  his  other  omiOions,  negleded 
the  fccuring  Shrewfbury,  which  would  have  deprived  the  King*of  this 
advantage. 

t  This  learned  body,  by  cajolements  and  promifes,  impofed  on  the 
lord  Say,  or  the  King  would  have  been  deprived  of  this  refource.  Sir 
John  Byron  had  been  driven,  by  the  parliament's  forces,  out  of  Ox- 
ford i  and  it  was  propofed,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  fecure  the  place  by 
garrifon,  being  of  importance  by  its  ftrength,  its  fstuation  in  a  plenti- 
ful  country,  and  its  nearnefs  to  London,  bcfidcs  notorioufly  diffaffeded 
to  the  caufe  of  Liberty.  A  counfel  thus  wife  and  provident  was  re- 
jeded.  The  lard  Say,  lieutenant  of  the  county,  through  an  ill-timed 
affcaation  to  patronize  learning,  complied  with  the  inclinations  of  the 
univerfity,  whofc  head-officers  had  waited  on  him  in  a  body,  and,  with 
many  flattering  proteftations,  engaged  themfelves  not  to  ad  again'a  the 
parliament.  The  more  vigilant  Oliver  Cromwell,  a  membe*r  for  the 
town  of  Cambridge,  had  feized  on  the  magazine  lodged  in  the  caftle, 
and  hindered  the  carrying  off  plate  from  that  Mniverfity  to  the  value 
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For  the  benefit  of  the  common  caufe,    a  piece  of  ^""-  '64*» 

-  ,  ^  FaIl3c:ous 

mockery  was  kept  up  between  the  King  and  the  Pa-  condua  of 
pifls  :  whilfl  thefe  took  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  alle-  Pad^s"^  '°^ 
giancc,  and  made  formal  profeffion  of  Proteftantifm,  the 
King  publiflied  a  proclamation,  commanding  the  laws 
to  be  put  in  execution  againfl  recufants  ;  dircded  the 
judges  to  enquire  into  this  bufmefs,  on  their  circuits  j 
and  forbid  that  any  fhould  be  employed  in  his  fervice, 
that  refufed  to  take  the  oaths.  Whilfl  he  refided  at 
York,  his  court  was  crouded  with  converts  f  j  they  ob- 

of  20,oool. :  but  they  afterwards  found  means  to  convey  their  trea- 
fure  to  the  King,  who  v/as  fo  well  fupplied  with  gold  and  filver,  that 
he  ereded  a  mint  at  Shrewfbury  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  there  was 
no  v/ant  of  metal,  for  Clarendon  complains  that,  for  the  fcarcity  of 
workmen  and  indruments,  they  could  not   coin  quite  1000 1.  a  week: 
"  The  King,  fays  this  hiftorian,  caufing  all  his  own  plate  for  the  fer- 
vice of  his  lioufhold,  to  be  delivered  into  the  mint,  made  all  other  men 
think  theirs  was  the  lefs  v/orih  preferving."  Abfurd  obfervation  !  becaufe 
the  King,  to  pay  an  army  he  had  raifed  to  fupport  his  authority,  facri- 
ficed  his  plate,  did  it  leflcn  the  value  of  other  men's  ?     IVhitlock    p  60 
Pari.  Hiji,  vol  XI.  p.  38S.  >  i-      • 

t  A  letter  of  intelligence  of  the  late  affairs  in  Yorkfliire,  which  the 
pariiament  had  received,  mentions,  that  fince  the  King's  proclamation 
tor  raifing  his  ftandard,  there  were  great  rejoicings  among  the  Papiffs,. 
who  flocked  from  Ireland,  Lancafliire,  and   all  parts  of  Yorkfliire  to. 
York ;  that  the  King  had   fent  out  warrants,  to  call  to  his  fervice  all 
recufants,  horfe,  and  arms  ;  and  that  many  recufants,  to  make  themfelves 
capable  of  command,  did  refort  to   church,     Doubtlefs,  animadverts 
the  letter,  the  King's  defign  muft  be  otherwife  than  is  expreffed  in  the 
proclamation  for  raifing  the  ftandard  i  for  if  it  were  the  defence  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  privilege  of  pariiamenr 
io  often  repeated,  we  conceive  the  Papifts,  who  hate  them  all,  would 
not  fo  much  rejoice,  nor  ftiew  themfelves  fo  forward  to  affilt  the  fervice. 
This  letter  farther  advifes,  that  the  earl  of  Cumberland,  lord  Saville* 
lord  Fauconberg,  all  or  moft  of  the  commiffioners  of  array,  and  other 
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Ann.  1642.    tained  employments  of  importance  in  his  araiy,   and 
were  made  commiiiioners  of  array :   among  the  inha- 

gcndemen  of  the  county,   met  in  the  deanery  at  York,  and  there,  with 
great  fecrecy,  framed  a  petition,  which  they  fent  up  to  the  parliament ; 
but  that,  when  it  was  divulged,  it  was  didiked  by  a  great  number  of 
the  gentry  of  the  county  :  that  there  were  continual  meetings  and  con- 
fuitations  at  the  deanery,  of  dangerous  and  high  confequence,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  liberty  of  the  lubjeds,  to  join  in  aflb- 
ciations  with  other  counties  -,  to  maintain  the  petition  •,  to  raife  an  army 
of  horfe  and  foot ;  to  conftrain  all  perfons  to  contribute  to  tlie  charge ; 
and  to  difarm  and  imprifon  all  fuch  gentlemen  who  either  oppofed  thefc 
opprcfTions,  or  denied  their  aflcnt :  that  the  ofHcers  of  the  train-bands 
bad  already  taken    both  money  and  arms  from  the  people :  that  the 
houfes  of  the  gentry  of  the  country,  adverfe   to  thele  meafures,  had 
been  pillaged  by  the  King's  army ;  in  particular  Sir  Henry  Cholmley's 
and  Mr.  Marwood's  houie  :  that  Mrs.  Mar  wood  and  her  fervants  were 
threatened  with  death  to  difcover  where  her  hufband  was,  whom  they 
threatened  to  cut  in  pieces  before  her  face,  calling  her  proteftant  whore 
and  puritan  whore  :    that  they  broke  open  feventeen  locks,    took  away 
money  to  the  value  of  120I.  and  all  the  plate  they  could  find  :  that 
many  loofe  people  threatened  to  pillage  and  deftroy  all  the  roundheads, 
under  which  name  ihey  comprehv^nded  all  fuch  as  did  not  go  their  ways. 
The  Ittter  finilhes  with  a  propofal  that  the  parliament  complied  with, 
viz.  that  they  (hould  pafs  an  order,  that  thole  fubjeds  who  fuffered  in 
their  eftues  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  cavaliers,  (hould  have  full  re- 
paration and  damage  cut  of  the  cllates  of  fuch  perfons  of  wealth,  who, 
with  their  prefcnce  and  aaiilance,  did  countenance  thefe  diforders  ;  that 
a  fufficient  proportion  of  powder,  arms,  &c.  fliould  be  fent  down,  to 
furniOi  thole  whom  the   malignant  party  had  dilarmed  ;  and  that  com- 
miffions  for  fuppreffing  infurredions  and  unlawful  tumults  fliould  be 
fent  do.vn.     Lord  Clarendon,  wbo  dilates  largely  on  fome  rapines  that 
were  committed  by  the  parliament  party  on  the  houfes  and  property  of 
Papifts,  is  both  filent  on  the  order  that  pafi^  d  both  houfes  againft  thefc 
plunderers,  and  on  the  many  enormici^^s  of  the  like  nature,  that  were 
committed  by  the  royalifts  in  Yorkaiire,  and  in  every  county  where 
they  were  not  kept  under  by  the  fuperior  (Irength  of  their  opponents. 
This  petition,  which,  in  a  manner,  threatened  the  parilament  with  the 
petitioners  taking  up  arms  againfl:  their  authority  •,  and,  with  infinite  ex- 
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bitants  of  the  weftern  parts  of  England,  who  had  ex- Ann.  1642. 
preiTed  a  more  abundant  afFet^lion  to  the  King,  were 
many  popifh  recufants  ;  a  treaty  for  a  loan  was  foon  fet 
on  foot,  and  a  large  contribution  obtained,  on  the  pre-  ' 
tence  of  advancing  two  or  three  years  of  compofition- 
money  *.  Such  indeed  was  the  difpofition  of  the 
country  for  granting  loans  and  contributions,  that 
from  the  low  flate  the  King  was  in  at  Nottingham, 
within  twenty  days  after  his  arrival  at  Shrewfbury,  he 
found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  parliamentary 
forces  ;  his  army,  amounting  to  fix  thoufand  foot  and 
two  thoufand  horfe,  was  furnifhed  with  arms  from 
the  Nottingham  train-bands  f,  and  the  armories  of  the 
noblemen  and  gentry  affed:ed  to  the  caufe  J.  It 
was  attended  by  a  good  train  of  artillery,  augmented 
by  carriage-horfes  and  waggons,  prepared  by  the  par- 

aggcrations,  mentions  fome  devaftations  which  Sir  John  Hotham  had 
been  neceflitated  to  commit  in  his  defence  of  the  town  of  Hull,  and 
which  the  parliament  had  promifcd  to  repair  to  the  fufferers,  was 
termed  by  the  Lords,  one  of  the  higheft  and  moft  infolent  petitions  that 
ever  came  before  them,  and  for  which  they  were  refolved  to  have  juftice. 
Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XI.  p.  335,  ^  feq.  381,  ^  feq.  405. 

•  The  compofition  itfelf  being  a  fufpenfion  of  eftablifhed  laws,  was 
an  illegal  compa6t ;  it  made  the  King's  proclamation  on  the  fubjedb  of 
putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft  recufants  a  contemptible  farce, 
fince  thofe  with  whom  he  had  made  compofition  were  fuppofed  to  be 
exempted  from  other  penalty.  Clarendon  fays,  that  it  concerned  the 
King  much  that  this  tranfadtion  with  the  Papifts  (hould  be  kept  a  fecret, 
to  avoid  the  fcandal  of  a  clofc  conjunftion  with  them.  The  King  raifed 
6000,  by  creating  Sir  Richard  Newport  a  baron. 

f  The  Nottingham  train-bands  had  refufed  to  ferve  out  of  their 
county,  but  were  compelled  to  part  with  their  arms. 

X  The  vigilance  of  the  earl  of  Warwic  had  prevented  die  King  from 
receiving  any  farther  fupply  from  Holland. 
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Ann.  1642.    tained  employments  of  importance  in  his  anny,   and 
were  made  commiliioners  of  array :   among  tlic  inha- 

gendemcnof  the  county,   met  in  the  deanery  at  York,  and  there,  with 
great  fecrecy,  framed  a  petition,  which  they  fent  up  to  the  parliament ; 
but  that,  when  it  was  divulged,  it  was  diHiked  by  a  great  number  of 
the  gentry  of  the  county  :  that  there  were  continual  meetings  and  con- 
fultations  at  the  deanery,  of  dangerous  and  high  confequence,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  liberty  of  the  lubjf  6ls,  to  join  in  aflb- 
ciations  with  other  counties ;  to  maintain  the  petition  •,  to  raife  an  army 
of  horfe  and  foot ;  to  conftrain  all  perfons  to  contribute  to  the  charge ; 
and  to  difarm  and  imprifon  all  fuch  gentlemen  who  either  oppofed  thefc 
opprefiions,  or  denied  their  afTcnt :  that  the  officers  of  the  train-bands 
had  already  taken    both  money   and  arms  from  the  people :  that  the 
houfes  of  the  gentry  of  the  country,  adverfe  to  thele  meafures,  had 
been  pillaged  by  the  King's  army ;  in  particular  Sir  Henry  Cholmley's 
and  Mr.  Marwood's  houie  :  that  Mrs.  Marwood  and  her  fervants  were 
threatened  with  death  to  difcover  where  her  hulband  was,  whom  they 
threatened  to  cut  in  pieces  before  her  face,  calling  her  proteftant  whore 
and  puritan  whore  :    that  they  broke  open  icventeen  locks,    took  away 
money  to  the  value  of  120I.  and  all  the  plate  they  could  find  :  that 
many  loofe  people  threatened  to  pillage  and  deftroy  all  the  roundheads, 
under  which  name  they  comprehended  all  fuch  as  did  not  go  their  ways. 
1  he  letter  finifnes  with  a  propofil  that  the  parliament  complied  with, 
viz.  that  they  Ihould  pafs  an  order,  that  thole  fubjefts  who  fufFered  in 
their  eftaies  by  the  licentioulnefs  of  the  cavaliers,  (hould  have  full  re- 
paration and  damage  cut  of  t'^e  cllates  of  fuch  perfons  of  wealth,  who, 
with  their  prefcnce  and  afiiaance,  did  countenance  thefe  diforders  ;  that 
a  fufficient  proportion  of  powder,  arms,  Sec.  (liould  be  fent  down,  to 
furnifh  thole  whom  the   malignant  party  had  ditarmcd  ;  and  that  com- 
miflions  for  fuppreffi.ig  infurreclions  and  unlawful  tumults  Hiould  be 
fent  do.vn.     Lord  Claren Jon,  wbo  dilates  largely  on  fome  rapines  that 
were  committed  by  ihe  parliament  party  on  tW  houfes  and  property  of 
Papiils,  is  both  fdent  on  the  order  that  paff  d  both  houfes  againft  thefe 
plunderers,  and  on  the  many  enormicirs  of  the  like  nature,  that  were 
committed  by  the  royaliils  in  YorkPiure,  and  in  every  county  where 
they  were  not  kept  under  by  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  their  opponents. 
This  petition,  which,  in  a  manner,  threatened  the  pari.ament  with  the 
petitioners  taking  up  arms  againft  their  authority  i  and,  with  infinite  ex- 
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bitants  of  the  weftern  paits  of  England,  who  had  ex- Ann. 
prefTed  a  more  abundant  afFciHiion  to  the  King,  were 
many  popifh  recufants  ;  a  treaty  for  a  loan  was  foon  fet 
on  foot,  and  a  large  contribution  obtained,  on  the  pre-  ' 
tence  of  advancing  two  or  three  years  of  compofition- 
money  *.  Such  indeed  was  the  difpofition  of  the 
country  for  granting  loans  and  contributions,  that 
from  the  low  ftate  the  King  was  in  at  Nottingham, 
within  twenty  days  after  his  arrival  at  Shrewfbury,  he 
found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  parliamentary 
forces  ;  his  army,  amounting  to  fix  thoufand  foot  and 
two  thoufand  horfe,  was  furnilhed  with  arms  from 
the  Nottingham  train-bands  f,  and  the  armories  of  the 
noblemen  and  gentry  affedled  to  the  caufe  J.  It 
was  attended  by  a  good  train  of  artillery,  augmented 
by  carriage-horfes  and  waggons,  prepared  by  the  par- 
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aggerations,  mentions  fome  devaftations  which  Sir  John  Hotham  had 
been  neceffitated  to  commit  in  his  defence  of  the  town  of  Hull,  and 
which  the  parliament  had  promifed  to  repair  to  the  fufferers,  was 
termed  by  the  Lords,  one  of  the  higheft  and  mod  infolent  petitions  that 
ever  came  before  them,  and  for  which  they  were  refolved  to  have  juftice. 
Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XI.  p.  335,  ^  feq.  381,  ^  feq.  405. 

*  The  compofition  itfelf  being  a  fufpenfion  of  eftabliflied  laws,  was 
an  illegal  compaft ;  it  made  the  King's  proclamation  on  the  fubjed  of 
putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft  recufants  a  contemptible  farce, 
fince  thofe  with  whom  he  had  made  compofition  were  fuppofed  to  be 
exempted  from  other  penalty.  Clarendon  fays,  that  it  concerned  the 
King  much  that  this  tranfadion  with  the  Papifts  (hould  be  kept  a  fecret, 
to  avoid  the  fcandal  of  a  clofe  conjunftion  with  them.  The  King  raifed 
6000,  by  creating  Sir  Richard  Newport  a  baron. 

f  The  Nottingham  train-bands  had  refufed  to  ferve  out  of  their 
county,  but  were  compelled  to  part  with  their  arms. 

X  The  vigilance  of  the  earl  of  Warwic  had  prevented  die  King  from 
receiving  any  farther  fupply  from  Holland. 
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Ana.  i6^i.  liamcnt  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland  ;  and  which  the  King 
feized  on,  as  they  lay  at  Chefter  ready  for  tranfporta- 
tion  *. 

Th  I  s  unexpected  dawn  of  fortune  was  brightened 
by  a  fmall  advantage  prince  Rupert  had  gained,  in  a 
ikirmifh  at  Worcefter,  where  colonel  Sandys,  a  Kentifli 
gentleman,  in  the  fervice  of  the  parliament,  was  killed. 
Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  the  King  left  Shrewft>ury ;  and, 
in  order  to  bring  on  an  aiftion,  direded  his  courfc  to- 
wards London.  The  inflru<5lions  which  EfTcx  had  re- 
ceived from  the  parliament  imported,  that  he  fhould 
prefent  a  petition  to  the  King,  to  return  to  parlia- 
ment f;  which  if  he  complied  with,  all  the  forces 
but  thofe  neceflary  to  fecure  his  return,  were  to  be  dif- 

•  The  earl  of  Leicefter  conftantly  refiifing  to  deliver  thcfe  up  to  the 
King,  one  Errington,  a  fervant  of  the  carl's,  was  bribed  to  demand 
them,  in  Ws  mafter*s  nunc. 

f  The  parliament  ki  this  petition  complain.  That  a  prevailing  party 
with  his  majefVy  had  excited,  encouraged,  and  foftered  an  unnatural 
rebellion  in  Ireland:  That  they  had  endeavored  to  begin  the  like 
maflacre  here,  but  being  therein  difappointcd*  they  had,  as  the  mod 
mifchievQus  delign  of  all,  drawn  his  majefty  to  make  war  againft  his 
fubjeds  of  this  kingdom,  leading  in  his  perfon  an  army  againft  them, 
as  if  he  intended  by  conqueft  to  eftablilh  an  unlimited  and  abiblute 
power  over  th«m :  That  this  army,  by  his  power,  and  the  counte- 
nance of  his  prefcnce,  had  ranfacked,  fpoiled,  imprifoncd,  and  mur- 
thered  feveral  of  his  people.  The  petition  finiChea  with  a  p»imife  that, 
on  the  King's  return  to  the  parli4n>ef»t  without  his  forces,  they  would 
receive  him  with  all  honor»  yield  him  all  due  obedicDcc  and  fubjcdlionr 
and  faithfully  endeavor  to  fecure  his  perfon  and  eftatc  from  all  dan- 
gers, and,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  procure  and  eftablifli  to  hi* 
people  all  the  bleflings  of  a  glorious  and  happy  reign.  Rujhwcribi 
vol.  V.  p.  1 8,  ^feq,  ,  ,^| 
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banded  :  that  he  Ihould,  by  battle  or  otherwife,  refcue  Ana.  164*. 
him  and  the  royal  family  from  the  malignant  fatStion : 
that  he  (liould  offer  pardon  tofuch  who  would  return 
to  their  duty  in  ten  days,  excepting  to  thofe  who  had 
been  voted  againft  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  for 
delinquency,  or  impeached  for  treafon,  excepting  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  the  earls  of  Briftol,  Cumberland, 
Newcaftle,  Rivers,  Carnarvon,  the  lords  Newark,  Falk- 
land, fecretary  Nicholas,  Endymion  Porter,  and  Ed- 
ward Hyde.  Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  thefe  in- 
ftruclions,  Effex  fent  a  meffenger  to  Shrewfbury,to  know 
when  the  King  would  receive  the  petition  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  deliver  to  him.  The  tone  of  the  court  was 
now  elevated  to  that  degree,  that  the  petition  was  re- 
fufed  to  be  accepted,  if  fent  by  any  perfons  who  ftood 
pcrfonally  accufed  by  his  majefty  of  high-treafon,  and 
fpecially  excepted  in  all  his  offers  of  pardon.  Tliis 
rcftri(5tion,  fo  derogator^^  to  the  honor  of  parliament^ 
was  rejected  with  difdain  by  their  general  *,  •who  hear- 
ing that  the  King,  with  all  his  army,  was  gone  from  1 
Shrewfbury  f,  moved  from  Worcefter  to  attend  him. 
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•  Eflex  afterwards,  by  the  command  of  parliament,  fent,  with  a 
letter  from  himfelf,  three  of  their  votes,  relative  to  the  conditional 
terms  the  King  annexed  to  the  receiving  their  petition,  with  a  defire  of 
i.  rafe-condu6t  for  fuch  as  fhould  be  fent  with  it.  The  anfwer  the  King 
returned  was.  That,  if  juftice  had  been  done,  Mr.  Copley,  the  gentle- 
man that  brought  the  letter  and  votes,  could  not  expcd  his  liberty* 
and  for  the  petition,  he  would  not  receive  it  by  the  hands  of  fuch  as  he 
had  by  name  proclaimed  traitors :  That  having  now  declared  Eflex  the 
principal  in  that  number,  he  would  not  receive  it  by  his  addrefs.  Lord 
Clarendon,  either  ignorandy  or  wilfully,  has  not  reprefented  this  face 
julUy.     Pari.  Hift,  vol.  XI.  p.  455. 

f  The  parliament  and  city  of  London  were  much  alarmed  at 
their  army's  remaining  a  day  at  Worcefter,  after  the    King  had  left 
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Oftober  23. 
Battle  at 
Edg-hUl. 


Ann.  1642.  Though  Woixcfter  and  Shrewfbury  are  within  twenty 
miles  of  each  other,  the  King  marched  ten  days  in  total 
ignorance  of  Eflex's  motions.  At  Edg-cot,  a  village 
in  Northamptonfliire,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  his  nephew  prince  Rupert,  of 
the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  parliament's  army  ;  and 
that  it  would  be  in  his*  power  to  fight  a  battle  the  next 
day*.  The  King  refolving  on  the  attack,  his  army 
was  drawn  together  on  Edg-hill  within  two  miles  of 
the  enemy.  EiTex  was  as  little  acquainted  with  the 
numbers  as  the  motions  of  the  royalifts  f  j  neither  was 

Shrewfbury  •,  they  haftened  the  marches  of  their  general,  by  continual 
difpatches  •,  and  recalling  the  earl  of  Warwic  from  his  naval  office,  ap- 
pointed him  captain-general  of  all  the  forces  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  in 
and  about  London.  Orders  were  likewife  given  for  the  (hutting  up 
ihops,  and  a  temporary  forbearance  of  trade,  Rujhworthy  vol.  V.  p.  33. 

*  It  is  faid,  that  the  King  rejoiced  at  the  prefented  opportunity,  and, 
on  viewing  the  parliament's  army  through  a  profpc«5live  glafs,  cried  out, 
*'  I  never  faw  the  rebels  before  in  a  body  !  I  am  refolved  to  fight  them ! 
God  and  god3  men  aflift  my  righteous  caufe!"  It  may  not,  perhaps, 
be  improper  to  contrail  the  King's  feelings  with  thofe  of  the  emperor 
Otho,  on  an  occafion  fomewhat  fimilar.  Charles,  in  hopes  of  a  vic- 
tory, which  would  put  him  into  poflcflion  of  abfolute  power,  and  give 
him  a  complete  conqueft  over  the  laws  and  conftiiution  of  his  country, 
inllead  of  Ihewing  repugnance,  rejoiced  at  the  approaching  moment 
which  was  to  deluge  the  land  with  the  blood  of  his  countrymen  and 
fubje(5ls.  Otho,  who  though  a  man  fo  low  in  charaflffr  as  to  have  been 
the  friend  and  parafite  of  Nero,  had  not  by  that  connexion  fo  entirely 
fubdued  Roman  feelings,  as  to  live  the  author  of  the  diftrefTcs  of  his 
country.  Though  the  quarrel  he  was  engaged  in  was  not  of  that  nefa- 
rious nature  as  the  eftablifhment  of  tyranny  on  the  ruins  of  Liberty 
(that  had  been  already  effedcd)  yet,  to  avoid  the  (bedding  Roman 
blood,  he  deprived  himfelf  of  being,  and  left  to  his  rival  the  undifturbed 
po(rcirion  of  Imperial  fway.     Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  40. 

■f-  Whilft  the  King  was  in  ignorance  of  the  near  neighbourhood  of 
the  parliament  army,  he  deligncd  to  attack  Banbury  *,  which  was  the 

.  intel- 


his  own  army  compleat,  two  of  his  befl  regiments  of  Ann.*  1642. 
foot,  and  one  of  horfe,  being  a  day's  march  behind, 
with  the  ammunition  *.  On  this  furprize  he  performed 
the  part  of  a  good  general,  and  drew  up  his  men  to 
as  much  advantage  as  circumftances  would  allow.  His 
right  wing,  compofed  of  a  body  of  foot,  and  two  bodies 
of  horfe,  were  drawn  up  near  the  town  of  Keinton  ; 
his  left  wing,  compofed  of  a  ftrong  body  of  foot  and 
one  thoufand  horfe,  was  commanded  by  Ramfey,  a 
Scotfman  ;  and  the  centre  by  Sir  William  Balfour, 
under  the  earl  of  Bedford,  general  of  the  horfe  ;  EfTex 
himfelf  refolving  to  charge  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  a 
regiment  of  foot.  The  centre  of  the  King's  army  was 
commanded  by  Sir  John  Byron,  the  right  wing  by  prince 
Rupert,  and  the  left  by  colonel  Wilmot;  whilfl  Lindfey 
placed  himfelf  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to  that  which  the 
earl  of  EfTex  had  chofen  f.  The  King,  through  an  in- 
difcreet  partiality,  had  rcjecfled  the  greater  experience 
of  the  old  earl  of  Lindfey  J,  and  followed  the  opinion 
of  his  nephew  prince  Rupert  §,  in  the  forming  his  army>  - 

intelligence  Efftx  had  received  of  his  intended  motion.     Pari.  Hijl^ 
vol.  Xr.  p.  474. 

*  Befides  this  deficiency,  EflTex  had  left  one  regiment  at  Hereford,, 
on  the  confines  of  Wales,  to  prevent  the  King's  friends  in  this  country 
from  falling  into  Glocefterihjre,  and  invading  the  Weft  ;  and  a  third  at 
Banbury.     Pari,  llift.  vol.  XI.  p.  473,    . 

-f-  Qne  Ruthven,  who  had  had  the  command  of  Edinburgh-caftle^ 
was  general  of  the  horfe  under  prince  Rupert  j  Sir  Arthur  Afton,  a  Pa* 
pift,  was  colonel -general  of  the  dragoons ;  and  Sir  Jacob  Afhley  was 
major-general  of  the  foot. 

:|;^  Lindfey  had  ferved  in  the  Low-Countries  \vith  the  earl  of  E(rex; 
§  Prince  Rupert  was  not  twenty- three  years  of  age. 

which. 
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Ana.  1642.    which,  in  direct  oppofition  to  that  under  the  earl  of 
Eflcx,  had  its  greateft  ftrength  in  the  two  wings. 

On  the  advance  of  the  royalifts,  Sir  Faithful  For- 
rcfcue,  an  Iriihman,  who  had  the  command  of  a  troop 
of  cavalry  in  the  parliament's  army,  ordered  his  men 
to  difcharge  their  piflols  on  the  ground,  and  ranged 
himfelf  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert  *.  This 
treachery  fo  intimidated  the  left  wing,  where  he  was 
pofted,  that  they  fled  on  the  firft  attack.  Whilft  Wilmot, 
the  commiflar^'-general  of  the  King*s  horfe,  made  the 
fame  impreffion  on  the  right  wing,  the  runaways  were 
purfucd  by  thefe  unexperienced  commanders  with  fuch 
ralh  precipitation,  that  carrying  away  with  them  the 
flower  of  the  army,  they  expofed  the  centre,  in  which 
were  the  perfons  of  the  King  and  his  two  fons,  to  im- 
minent danger.  Sir  William  Balfour,  feizing  the  ad- 
vantage, attacked  the  King's  infantry,  quite  unfurnifh- 
»  cd  with  horfe,  and  made  great  havoc.  Lindfey  the  ge- 
neral was  mortally  wounded,  and  taken  prifoner :  his 
fon,  endeavoring  his  rcfcuc,  fell  likewife  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Sir  Edmund  Vemey  the  King's  flandard- 
bearer  was  killed  f ;  and,  according  to  the  account  given 
by  Clarendon,  EiTex  had  once  more  an  opportunity  of 

♦  There  were  to  the  number  of  feventecn  or  eighteen  of  this  troop, 
who  met  with  the  proper  reward  of  their  treachery  ;  for,  having  forgot 
tp  Eing  away  the  colours  of  cbeir  general,  they  were  killed  by  the  party 
CO  whom  they  deferted. 

-f-  The  ftandard  was  taken,  and  brought  to  the  general  j  but  being 
by  him  erttrufted  to  the  care  of  his  fecretary,  by  negligence  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  one  Smith,  of  the  King's  party,  who  was  knighted  and 
made  ftandard  bearer.     Pari.  Hifi,  vol.  XI.  p.  477. 
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feizing  the  King's  perfon,  with  his  two  fons,  but  by  Ann.  1642. 
an  unaccountable  piece  of  policy  forbore  the  advan- 
tage *.      Prince  Rupert,  on  his  return  from  pillaging 
the  baggage  of  the  enemy  f,  found,  to  his  mortifica- 
tion, inllead  of  a  complete  vi^ory,  all  the  fymptoms  of 
a  defeat,  and  the  King  with  a  few  noblemen,  and  a 
fmall  retinue  about  him,  at  the  mercy  of  the  vidlor. 
In  vain  did  he  attempt  to  renew  the  fight ;   the  fire  of 
his  troops,   which  had  at  firft  bore  do^vn  all  before  it, 
was  entirely  citina.      Both  parties,  equally  relu^ant 
to  repeat  the  bloody  fcene,  retreated  from  farther  en- 
gagement ;  but  fpent  the  night  near  the  field  of  battle. 
In  this  unpleafant  fituation  the  parliament-army  found 
fuperior  advantages  to  their  enemies,  in  the  good  af- 
fedions  of  the  common  people,  who  fupplied  them  with 
many  refrefhments,  which  were  wanting  to  the  roy- 
alifts. 


The  returning  light  difcovered  to  both  parties  the 
fight  of  each  other ;  but  though  the  parliament-army 
was  joined  with  a  body  of  between  three  and  four 
thoufand  foot,  commanded  by  colonel  Hampden,  and 
It  was  propofed  in  a  council  of  war  10  renew  the  bat- 

The  King  remained  for  fome  time  with  fewer  than  100  horfe  with- 
out an  officer,  within  half  a  mufquet-Hiot  of  his  vidorious  troops'  Ef 
fex's  conduft  was  fo  contrary  to  his  inftrudions,  that  it  is  difficult  to  vin- 
dicatc  It  from  the  fufpicion  of  treachery. 

t  In  the  account  the  commanders  of  the  parliament- arnnr  pave  of 
the  event  of  the  battle,  they  imputed  their  not  meeting  with  a  total  de- 
feat wholly  to  the  length  of  time  the  King's  cavalry  fpent  m  plundering 
their  baggage.     Pari  Hifi.  vol.  XL  p.  476.  ^  *?  S 
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Ana.  1642. 


tie  yet  Eflex  was  the  firft  that  drew  off  his  men  *,  and 
retired  to  Wat^ic :  thus  not  only  complimenting  the 
King  with  the  honor  of  the  vidory,  but  leaving  to  him 
the  pofleffion  of  Banbury ;  which  being  attacked  by 
the  royalifts  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Edg-hiU, 
B„b„ry  fur.  furrendered  on  the  firft  affault,  though  garrifoned  with 
lenders » lbs  ^  regiment  of  eight  hundred  foot  and  a  troop  of  horlc  T- 

Essex,  in  friendly  quarters,  where  he  was  fupplied 
plentifully  with  all  manner  of  provifions,  was  in  fuch 
a  hurry  to  retreat  before  the  King's  half-ftarved  army  J, 
who,  with  the  difadvantage  of  inferiority  of  numbers  §, 

•  Whitlock  fays,  that  Effex  was  much  prefled  by  his  friends,  and 
particularly  by  the  officers  of  the  freth  troops,  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
King's  army.     Whitlock,  p.  61. 

+  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  royalifts  had  fo  little  hopes  of  tak.ng  Ban- 
bury, that  it  was  thought  advifeable  by  many  not  to  attempt  it  •,  th.it, 
contrary  to  expeftation,  the  garrifon,  on  leave  to  go  away  without  the.r 
arms,  kindly  delivered  up  the  place  ;  that  half  the  common  fold.ers 
entered  in  the  King's  army  ;  and  that  the  remammg  arms  fopp hed  hofe 
foldiers  of  every  regiment  who  had  never  had  arms  or  had  loft  them 
at  the  battle.     This  was  the  firft  fruits  of  Eflex's  .11  conduft.     CUr. 

Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  44- 

+  The  Kino's  pretenfions,  and  the  conduft  and  principles  of  the 
cavalier  party,°were  fo  detefted  by  the  people  of  this  county,  that  they 
not  only  refufed  to  give  the  royalift  foldiers  bread,  but  .f  any,  enforced 
by  the  neceffity  of  hunger,  detached  themfelves  from  the  mam  body 
of  the  army  to  feek  it,  they  knocked  them  on  the  head.  Clarendon  fays, 
that  he  people  of  the  country  were  fo  difaffeaed  to  the  Kmg,  that  they 
had  carried  away  or  hid  all  their  provifions:  the  very  fmuhs  concealed 
themfelves,  that  they  might  not  be  compelled  to  fcoe  horfes.    CUr. 

Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  35'  39-  ^  ,  _, 

«  The  Kinu-s  army  was  originally  inferior  in  number  •.  and  Claren- 
don Jil  thar  the  mining  fucceeding  the  batde  the  K.ng  foundh,. 


were  very  ill  provided  with  arms,  that  he  left  many  of  Ann.  1642. 
his  wounded  foldiers  and  his  carriages  behind  him, 
in  the  village  of  Keinton,  adjacent  to  the  field  of  bat- 
tle ;  and,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  his  troops,  and  to  fwell  the  triumph  of  the 
King,  he  fufFered  a  fmall  detachment  of  his  army  to 
take  away  four  pieces  of  his  cannon,  without  molefla- 
tion  *.  The  flaughter  on  both  fides,  as  to  numbers,  was 
near  equal :  of  officers  of  dillindlion,  the  parliament  loft 
the  lord  St.  John  of  Bletnezzo  and  colonel  Effex ;  whilft 
Lindfey,  the  King's  general,  the  lord  Aubigny,  brother 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  lord  Stewart,  and  Sir 
Edmund  Verney,  fell  in  the  caufe  of  prerogative  f.  No 

troops  very  thin  -,  that  a  third  part  of  his  foot  was  away,  and  of  the 
horfe  many  were  mifilng.     Clar.  HiJi.  vol.  II.  p.  ^^, 

*  In  the  relation  of  the  battle,  publidied  by  the  King,  it  is  averted, 
that  prince  Rupert  purfued  Eflex's  army,  in  their  retreat  to  Warwic, 
and  took  twenty-five  of  their  waggons  and  carriages,  laden  with  am- 
munition, medicaments,  and  other  baggage. 

Though  Eflex  fliamefully  retreated  before  the  King's  forces,  with  all 
the  marks  of  a  defeat,  yet,  in  the  letter  which  was  lent  to  the  parlia- 
ment by  their  military  committee  appointed  to  attend  the  army,  nar- 
rating the  particulars  of  the  battle,  it  is  alFerted,  that  the  King's  foot 
were  moft  of  them  either  flain  or  run  away  •,  that  the  earl  of  EflTex  would 
have  purfued  them,  but  that  he  was  neceflitated  to  refrefli  his  men  for 
three  or  four  days.  The  letter  concludes  with  the  advifmg  the  writing 
to  the  fouthern  counties,  to  ftir  them  up  to  purfue  the  runaways. 
Rufhworth,  vol.  V.  p.  35,  38. 

■]■  Influenced  by  an  idle  partiality  to  the  rank  of  prince  Rupert,  the 
King  had  exempted  him  from  fubjedtion  to  the  commands  of  the  gene- 
ral. This  occafioned  a  relaxation  of  difcipline  ;  and  the  preference 
he  gave  to  the  opinion  of  Rupert  was  fo  childiflily  refented  by  the  earl 
of  Lindfey,  that,  complaining  to  his  friends  of  the  King's  partiality,  he 
faid,  That  being  only  a  nominal  general,  he  was  refolved,  at  the  day 

Vol.  III.  B  b  b  of 
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A...  .64..  tic.  yet  Eflex  was  the  firft  that  drew  off  his  men  *,  and 
retired  to  Warwic :  thus  not  only  complimenting  the 
King  with  the  honor  of  the  viaory,  but  leaving  to  him 
the  pofleffion  of  Banbury ;  which  being  attacked  by 
the  royalifts  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Edg-hiU, 
B.nb„r,  fu.  furrendered  on  the  firft  affault,  though  garrifoned  with 
KBden  to  (he  ^  ^gg^mgnt  of  eight  hundred  foot  and  a  troop  ot  horle  T- 

Essex,  in  friendly  quarters,  where  he  was  fupplied 
plentifully  with  all  manner  of  provifions,  was  in  fuch 
a  hurry  to  retreat  before  the  King's  half-ftarved  army  J, 
who,  with  the  difadvantage  of  inferiority  of  numbers  §, 

•  Whitlock  fays,  that  Effex  was  much  preffed  by  his  friends,  and 
particularly  by  the  officers  of  the  frelh  troops,  to  make  an  atuck  on  the 
King's  army.     Wbithck,  p.  61.  ,     , .      „ 

+  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  royalifts  had  fo  little  hopes  of  taking  Ban- 
bury, that  it  was  thought  advifeable  by  many  not  to  attempt  it  >  thit. 
contrary  to  expeftation,  the  garrifon,  on  leave  to  go  away  without  their 
arms,  kindly  delivered  up  the  place  •,  that  half  the  common  foldiers 
enteid  in  the  King's  army  ,  and  that  the  remaining  arms  fupp hed  hofc 
foldiers  of  every  regiment  who  had  never  had  arms  or  had  loft  them 
at  the  battle.    This  was  the  firft  fruits  of  Eflfex's  ill  conduft.    Oar. 

Hijt.  vol.  II.  p.  44-  .     .  ,         r    L 

t  The  Kind's  pretenfions,  and  the  conduft  and  pnncjples  of  the 
cavalier  party,"were  fo  detefted  by  the  people  of  this  county,  that  they 
not  only  refufed  to  give  the  royalift  foldiers  bread,  but  if  any.  enforced 
by  the  neceffity  of  hunger,  detached  themfelves  from  the  mam  body 
of  the  army  to  feek  it,  they  knocked  them  on  the  head.  Clarendon  fays, 
that  the  people  of  the  country  were  fo  difaffefted  to  the  King,  that  they 
had  ca  Jed  away  or  hid  all  their  provifions :  the  very  fa'ths  conceakd 
themfelves,  that  they  might  not  be  compelled  to  Ihoe  horfes.    Clar. 

Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  35'  39-  .  J  ^1 

fi  Th,.  Kin»'s  army  was  originally  inferior  in  number;  and  Claren- 
2  it^af  :h:7oraing  fi^ceed^ng  the  batde  the  Kingfoundhi, 
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were  very  ill  provided  with  arms,  that  he  left  many  of  Ann.  1642. 
his  wounded  foldiers  and  his  carriages  behind  him, 
in  the  village  of  Keinton,  adjacent  to  the  field  of  bat- 
tle ;  and,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  his  troops,  and  to  fwell  the  triumph  of  the 
King,  he  fufFered  a  fmall  detachment  of  his  army  to 
take  away  four  pieces  of  his  cannon,  without  molefta- 
tion  *.  The  llaughter  on  both  fides,  as  to  numbers,  was 
near  equal :  of  officers  of  difdndion,  the  parliament  loft 
the  lord  St.  John  of  Bletnezzo  and  colonel  Eflex ;  whilft 
Lindfey,  the  King's  general,  the  lord  Aubigny,  brother 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  lord  Stewart,  and  Sir 
Edmund  Verney,  fell  in  the  caufe  of  prerogative  f.  No 

troops  very  thin  -,  that  a  third  part  of  his  foot  was  away,  and  of  the 
horfe  many  were  miffing.     Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  39. 

*  In  the  relation  of  the  battle,  publifhed  by  the  King,  it  is  afferted, 
that  prince  Rupert  purfued  EfTex's  army,  in  their  retreat  to  Warwic, 
and  took  twenty-five  of  their  waggons  and  carriages,  laden  with  am- 
munition, medicaments,  and  other  baggage. 

Though  Eflex  fhamefully  retreated  before  the  King's  forces,  with  all 
the  marks  of  a  defeat,  yet,  in  the  letter  which  was  fent  to  the  parlia- 
ment by  their  military  committee  appointed  to  attend  the  army,  nar- 
ratincy  the  particulars  of  the  battle,  it  is  afferted,  that  the  King's  foot 
were  moft  of  them  either  flain  or  run  away  -,  that  the  earl  of  Effex  would 
have  purfued  them,  but  that  he  was  neceffitated  to  refrelh  his  men  for 
three  or  four  days.  The  letter  concludes  with  the  advifmg  the  writing 
to  the  fouthern  counties,  to  ftir  them  up  to  purfue  the  runaways. 
Rujh-worth,  vol.  V.  p.  Z5^  S^- 

■\  Influenced  by  an  idle  partiality  to  the  rank  of  prince  Rupert,  the 
King  had  exempted  him  from  fubje6tion  to  the  commands  of  the  gene- 
ral. This  occafioned  a  relaxation  of  difcipline  •,  and  the  preference 
he  gave  to  the  opinion  of  Rupert  was  fo  childiflily  refented  by  the  earl 
of  Lindfey,  that,  complaining  to  his  friends  of  the  King's  partiality,  he 
faid.  That  being  only  a  nominal  general,  he  was  refolved,  at  the  day 
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Ann.  1642.  man  of  diflinaion  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  royalifts  ; 
by  the  parliament-army,  the  lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lunsford,  Sir  Edward  Stradling,  and  Sir  William 
Vavazor.  Both  parties,  taking  advantage  of  a  dubious 
appearance,  pretended  to  a  compleat  victory  * ;  but  the 


Viflory 
claimed  by 
both  parties. 


of  battle,  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  as  a  private  co- 
lonel, where  he  would  die.     Lindfey  was  ib  grtat  an  enthufiaft  to  the 
caufc  in  which  he  had  engaged,  that  the  officers  whom  the  earl  of  Ef- 
fcx  had  humanely  fent  to  vifit  him,  and  to  offer  him  all  kind  of  affift- 
ance,  difgufted  with  the  admonitions  and  reprehenfions  which  he  plen- 
tifully bellowed  upon  them,  foon  retired;  and  his  zeal  having  not 
fpared  the  earl  of  Eflex,  that  nobleman  contented  himfelf  with  fending 
his  bed  furgeons  to  him,  and  defifted  from  his  intention  of  vifiting  him 
inperfon.    Ofallthofe  whom  whim,  prejudice,  and  ignorance  of  the 
true  rules  of  virtue,  occafioned  to  follow  the  King's  fortune,  none  have 
fhewcd  more  fully  the  imbecility  of  their  judgment  than  Sir  Edmund 
Verney  and  the  earl  of  Clarendon.   This  laft  tells  us.  That  Sir  Edmund 
Verney  was  very  melancholy,  on  the  profped  of  the  war,  and  faid,  he 
did  not  like  the  quarrel  •.  that  his  confcience  was  only  concerned  in  ho- 
nor and  gratitude  to  follow  his  mafter  j  that  he,  having  eat  his  bread  and 
ferved  him  near  thirty  years,  would  not  do  fo  bafe  a  thing  as  to  forfake 
him ;  and  chofe  rather  to  lofe  his  life,  which  he  was  fure  he  (hould  do, 
to  preferve  and  defend  thofe  things  which  were  againft  his  confcience 
to  preferve  and  defend.     "  Now,  fays  Clarendon,  if  thofe  who  had  ihc 
fame  and  greater  obligations,  had  obferved  the  fame  rules  of  gratitude 
and  gencrofity,  whatever  their  other  affe^ions  had  been,  that  battle  had 
never  been  fought,  nor  any  of  that  mifchief  been  brought  to  pafs  that 
fucceeded  it  "     That  is,  if  all  men  who  by  office,  or  other  favor,  were 
ever  connedcd  to  the  court,  had  been  bafe  and  ignorant  enough  to  go- 
vern their  condua  fo  entirely  by  the  obligation  of  that  connedion,  as  to 
fupport  principles  and  things  contrary  to  their  judgment  and  conlcience. 
Liberty  would  never  have  found  partizans  powerlul  enough  to  vindi- 
cate  her  caufe.     Clarendon's  Life,  vol.  I.  p.  i35>  ^ h- 

•  The  following  is  the  form  of  the  prayer  ufed  by  the  King  and  his 
party  on  the  day  of  thankfglvins,  and  afterwards  publilhed  by  his  au- 

ihority : 
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city  of  London  had  been  prcvioufly  alarmed  with  the  Ann.  1642. 
news  of  a  total  defeat,  from  a  party  of  EiTex's  horfe,  who 
flying  on  the  firfl  onfet,  had  not  recovered  their  panic 
fufficiently  to  return  to  the  field  of  a<fl:ion.  The  King,  af- 
ter he  had  recruited  and  refreflied  his  army,  continued  his 
march,  placedagarrifoninWallingford,  and  took  poiTef-  TheKirs 
fion  of  Oxford;  a  town  more  at  his  devotion  than  any  other  fionof  ox- 
in  the  kingdom  *:  from  Oxford  he  proceeded  to  Reading  f,  Reading. 

**  Oh  !  thou  God  of  hofts,  who  goeft  with  our  armic,  and  pleadeft 
the  caufe  of  thine  anointed  againft:  them  that  flrivc  with  him;  We  ac- 
knowlege,  with  all  lowlincfs  of  mind,  that  it  was  not  our  fword,  nor 
the  multitude  of  our  hoft,  thatfaved  us  in  the  day  of  battle;  but  it  was 
tliy  hand  alone  that  hath  difpofcd  of  vidory  to  thy  fervant  the  King, 
that  covered(V  his  head  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  haft  kept  his  crown 
from  being  thrown  to  the  ground.  Not  unto  us,  therefore,  not  unto 
us,  but  unto  tliee,  O  Lord !  do  we  give  the  praife,  befeeching  thee  to 
accompliffi  the  great  work  thou  haft  begun  for  us ;  to  continue  the  blef- 
fings  of  good  fuccefs  on  the  head  of  our  fovereign,  and  on  his  army, 
that  the  happinefs  thereof  may  flow  from  thence  to  the  very  flcirts  of  his 
people;  to  continue  the  fear  and  confternation  which  thou  haft  already 
caft  upon  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  have  rebellioufly  rifen  up  againft  him  ; 
to  enfeeble  their  ftrength,  to  infatuate  their  counfels,  to  undeceive,  and 
difabufe  the  feduced  part  of  them,  that  they  may  know  and  feel,  that 
to  take  up  arms  againft  thy  vice-gerent,  is  to  fight  againft  heaven  ;  that 
fo,  by  a  timely  and  confcientious  fubmiffion  to  the  juft  authority  of  him 
whom  thou  haft  fet  over  them,  the  effufion  of  more  blood  may  be  pre- 
vented, &c.**     Vicar* s  Pari.  Chron.  p.  203,  i^  fcq. 

•  Thefe zealous  academicians,  as  they  had  before  prefcntedtheKingwith 
all  their  plate,  fo  now  they  gave  him  all  the  money  they  had  in  their 
treafuries.     Clar.  Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  c^^, 

t  Nicholas,  the  King's  fecretary,  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Cumber- 
land, written  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Edg-hill,  tells  him,  that  the 
King  was  marching  by  Oxford  to  London,  in  which  place  he  was  to  be 
met  by  Sir  Ralph  Hopton,  with  10,000  horfe  and  foot,  of  his  and  other 
gentlemen's  raifing  in  the  Weft:  that  there  were  in  Wales  6  or  7000 
men,  who  would  be  ready,   on  all  occafions,  to  come  to  his  majefty ; 
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Ann.  1642.  the  governor  *  and  garrifon  of  that  place  having  fled 
with  precipitation  to  London,  on  the  approach  of  a 
party  of  his  horfe. 

Now  it  was  that  the  profpe<5l  of  affairs  began  to 
darken :  the  King,  whom  Effex,  after  miffing  feveral 
opportunities,  might,  even  at  the  battle  of  Edg-hill, 
have  dcftroyed  or  taken  prifoner,  was  now  grown  for- 
midable ;  and  the  parliament,  after  dallying  with  their 
*   advantages,    found  themfclves  engaged  in  a  bloody 
war,  whofe  uncertain  event  rendered   precarious  the 
very  exiflence  of  liberty.     The  public  conftcrnation 
The  ariia-    ^as  cucrcafed  by  the  King's  approach  to  Colebrook, 
inent  vote  an  Yrhilfl  Effcx  was  yct  at  a  diftance.      In  theic  alarm- 
Jrtl'tf^°''  ing  circumflances,   the  parliament  voted  an  addrcfs  for 
a  treaty  ;  but,  like  Roman  fenators,  in  a  time  of  equal 
danger,  they  did  not  defpair  of  the  Commonwealth  f: 

but  it  was  hoped  he  would  not  need  their  help :  he  had  given  fuch  a  blow 
to  the  earl  of  Effcx,  that  neither  himfclf  nor  army  would  be  again  in 
hafte  to  adventure  themfelves  againft  the  Lord's  anointed.  This  letter 
coming  to  the  hands  of  the  parliament,  was  read  by  their  order  at  Guild- 
hall  to  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  with  the  account 
of  the  battle,  which  was  nor,  as  Clarendon  afferts,  a  falfe  and  flattering 
one,  butjuft  and  candid-,  the  parliament  rather  endeavoring  to  raife  the 
attention  of  the  city  to  the  prelent  danger,  and  to  urge  them  to  means 
of  prevention,  than  to  deceive  them  with  ill-founded  hopes.  In  narrat- 
ing the  hiftory  of  the  battle,  the  lord  Wharton  aflertcd,  that  prince 
Rupert  and  his  troops  had  committed  unneceffary  Qaughtcr  on  the  per- 
fons  of  countrymen,  women,  and  children,  in  the  village  of  Keinton, 
\9here  was  the  baggage  of  the'  parliamyit-army.  Pari.  Hijl,  vol.  XL 
p.  482,  (^  feq, 

♦  Martin,  whom  the  King  had  particularly  excepted  againft  in  his 
offers  of  pardon,  was  governor  of  this  place. 

t  At  the  fame  time  that  they  voted  an  addrefs  for  a  treaty,  they 
publilhcd  their  intention,  that  the  preparation,  for  forces,  and  all  otiier 
^  neccllary 
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even  in  thofe  moments  when  they  imagined  the  Ann.  1642. 
King  had  gained  a  complete  vidlory,  they,  talked 
not  in  terms  of  defpondence,  but  with  great  fagacity 
and  coolncfs  proceeded  to  pafs  the  following  necefTary 
orders,  viz.  That  the  King's  children  fhould  be  removed  jvjeafurw  to 
into  the  city ;  that  the  neck  of  land  over-againfl  Dur-  ^^'^"^^  *^« 
ham-houfe  fhould  be  fortified ;  the  Papifls  in  Lanca- 
fhire  fccured  ;  the  prifoners  in  and  about  the  city  more 
flridlly  confined ;  and  the  Ihops  to  be  fliut  up,  that  the 
fliop-keepers  and  apprentices  might  have  no  employ- 
ment to  prevent  their  giving  their  whole  attention  to 
the  defence  of  the  city.  Two  ordinances  pafTcd  both 
houfcs  ;  one  providing  a  maintenance  for  the  foldicrs 
who  fhould  be  wounded,  and  for  the  families  of  thofe 
who  fhould  be  killed  in  the  public  caufe  j  and  the  other 
for  a  fafl,  but  with  exception  to  the  able-bodied  men 
about  London,  who  were  to  keep  themfelves  in  a  rca- 
dinefs  to  fight  for  the  public*.      After  thefe  meafurcs 


necefTary  means  for  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  privilege  of  parliament, 
and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedb,  (hould  be  prolJecuted  with  vi- 
gor.    Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XII.   p.  7. 

♦  The  parliament,  on  the  firft  item  of  the  King's  intention  to  leave 
Shrewfbury,  had  given  orders  that  the  train-bands  in  and  about  Lon- 
don fhould  be  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  that  the  confines  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter  fhould  be  defended  by  guard-houfes,  pofts,  bars, 
and  chains  ;  and  that  the  train-bands  and  volunteers  of  its  feveral  pariflies 
Ihould  keep  watch  day  and  night.  The  declaration  ordering  the  train- 
bands to  be  in  readincfs,  lays  the  following  charge  on  the  King  :  That 
he,  by  the  help  and  afliftance  of  the  Papifts,  the  prelatical  and  corrupt 
part  of  the  clergy,  the  delinquent  nobility  and  gentry,  the  confluence 
of  profcribed  traitors,  and  of  many  defperate,  mercenary,  and  ill-af- 
feded  perfons,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  had  raifed  an  army,  for 
the  moft  part  armed,  cloathed,  and  fed  with  the  fpoils  of  his  fubjeds : 
That  wicked  counfcllors  about  him  did  not  only  hinder  him  from  ex- 
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.,64..    were  concluded  on,  for  defending  the  city,  fecuring^ 


Ar»n.  164 


crclfmc^  the  jufdce  and  proteaion  of  a  King  towards  his  people,  but 
that  ho°nor  which  is  obfcrvcd  betwixt  enemies  :  That  the  two  fo^.w.rg 
propofitions  were  made  to  one  David  Alexander,  by  Sir  J-^n  Header, 
fon    aPapift.  a  confident  inftrument  of  his  majefty's,  to  aMnaie  Sir 
Tohn  Hotham,  and  put  fire  to  the  magazine  of  the  army,  raifed  by  the 
parliament.     "  What  is  it,  fays  the  declaration,  that  -oves  any  ho- 
neft  man,  or  Proteftant,  to  affilt  his  majeRy,  m  this  unnatural  and  im- 
^ious  war  ?    Is  it  for  fear  of  fome  innovations  and  alterations  of  religion 
o   church-overnment?    Nothing  is  intended  but  to  take  away  the  go- 
vernmentby  bilhops,  evidently  mifchievous  to  the  church  and  (late, 
I'  Kmher  things  which  (hall  be  found,  after  confultation  with  an  al- 
Tembly  of  learned  divines,  juftly  offcnfive.     Is  it  to  uphold  the  autho- 
Z    prerogative,  and  honor  of  the  King,  and  to  prefcrve  the  fafety 
o'Liroyll  pe;fon  ?    Surely  the  parliament  is,  and  ever  hath  been 
r  adv  to  do  any  thing  to  fecure  thefe.     If  there  be  no  caufe,  for  any  of 
hefe  r  fpeas,    o  feek  the  d.ftruaion  of  the  parliament,  and  the  blood 
fndrurof  their  kindred,  friends,  and  acquaintance,  what  remains 
hen  to  be  L  matter  of  the  quarrel,  and  the  e(fcas  and  confequences 
oSv'aory,  if  theyihould  prevail?  That  priefts,  Jefu.ts,  and  the 
pli   nuncios'  lay  domineer  and  govern  in  the  Kingjs  councils,  as  here- 
^ofore     that  the  archbi(hops  of  Canterbury  and  York    with  their  fufi-ra- 
tan     m  y  rience  diligent  and  powerful  preaching,  banilh  and  opprefs  the 
^oft  ^oJs  and  beft  affeaed  fubjeas  in  the  kingdom,  and  introduce  the 
popilh  rcl.gion  under  Proteftant  profeffion,  that  the  earl  of  Br  ^ol     he 
ford  Dic^by:  and  other  fuch  traitors,  may  be  the  arbiters  of  ^ ate  affairs 
InH  rhhiftributers  of  preferments  and  dilgraces  to  fuch  who  fhall  fur- 
1  nlnfe    he  r  defLs-,  that  delinquents  may  not  only  efcape  the 

^nnTnatriots-  that,  through  our  divifions,  the  rebels  in  Ireland  may 
rJrZ  w    -y  ceafe'to  be  a  free  people,  and  become  the  objea 
^f  cru  ky  and  oppreLn  at  home,  and  of  fcorn  and  infamy  abroad  :  And 
^^c^  be  no'other  fruit  of  their  hazard  and  endeavor  on  tha   fide  let 
them  confider   whether,  by  adhering  to   ^^%P;;^^"^^"^'     ^'^^^  1^^ 
pc^  expea  effcas  more  fuitable  to  the  defires  of  honeft  "^^"j/^J  S^^ 
?    God,  in  the  prefcrvation  of  his  truth  -the  peace  of  the  ch  rch,  by 
i  .  .rinc.  it  aaaii.ll  the  pride,  avarice,  and  ambition  of  '^'1^^''^^''^^^ 
hc;;:;r:greaLefs,  andVurity  of  the  King,  by  freeing  h.mfromfalfc 
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the  King's  revenue  *,  and  raifing  money ;  one  Sir  John  Ann.  9421. 
Evelyn,  whofe  timidity  had  occafioned  him  to  refufe 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  afTift  the  earl  of  EiTex 
with  his  life  and  fortune,   was  ordered  to  be  expelled 
the  houfe,  difarmed,  and  committed  to  the  Tower  f. 

Thus  calm,  thus  regular,  thus  refolute,  was  that  fpl- 

and  traitorous  counfels,  and  eftablKhing  him  in  the  hearts  anda(FcaiGns 
of  his  people  ;  and  the  profperity  of  the  whole  kingdom,  by  the  blef- 
fings  of  good  laws  and  a  righteous  government."  After  the  battle  of 
Edg-hill,  on  the  King's  approach  to  London,  lines  of  circumvallation 
were  ordered  to  be  flung  up  in  and  about  the  city :  at  thcfe  works  the 
lower  chfs  of  people,  men,  women,  and  children,  ince(rantly  toiled  ; 
whilfl:  females  of  fortune,  difcarding  the  privilege  annexed  to  their  fitu- 
ation,  of  bdng  ufclefs  to  focicty,  attended  the  laborers  with  meat  and 
drink.     Pari.  Ilffl.  vol.  XI.  p.  444,   i^  feq.  44-,  ^fcq. 

*  The  refolution  for  fecuring  the  King's  revenue  had  pa(red  before 
the  battle  of  Edg  hill,  with  the  following  ones,  viz.  That  fuch  perfons 
as  (hall  not  contribute  to  the  charge  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  this 
time  of  imminent  danger,  fliall  be  held  fit  to  be  difarmed  and  fecured  : 
That  the  fines,  rents,  and  profits  of  archbifnops,  bilhops,  deans 
and  chapters,  and  of  fuch  notorious  delinquents  as  have  taken  up 
arms  againft  the  parliament,  or  have  been  acTiive  in  the  commifllon  of 
array,  Ihall  be  fequeftered  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  Commonwealth. 
This  revolution  occafioned  the  revolt  of  one  of  the  King's  followers,  the 
lord  Coventry,  who,  in  a  fubmilfive  letter  to  the  upper  houfe,  offered 
2oool.  for  carrying  on  the  public  caufe,  defiring  to  beproteaed  in  per- 
fon  and  eftate,  and  to  have  his  arms  in  WorcefterHiire  reftored  to  him. 
Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  446,  453,  ^  feq, 

t  Sir  John  Evelyn  defiring  leave  to  be  heard  before  the  cenfure  was 
pronounced  by  the  fpeaker,  the  requeft  was  complied  with ;  and,  on 
his  declaring  himfelf  in  the  affirmative  to  the  vote  concerning  the  earl  of 
E(rcx,  and  offering  to  lend  upon  the  propofitions  100 1,  the  houfe  re- 
voked their  former  order.  They  h?.d  before  expelkd  and  imprifoned 
Sir  Sidney  Mountague,  for  refufing  their  oath  of  affociation,  to  live  and 
die  with  the  earl  of  Effex.     Pari.  Hijt.  vol.  XII.  p.  j,  ^  fe^. 
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rit  which  awed  the  unruly  multitude  into  neccffary  fub- 
nt  wmcn  ^.^^^^.^  j^^^  diflblvcd 

S  rnrofrga^XIience.  who,  whilft  it  propofcd 
defence  againft  the  hoftile  invafion  of  an  army,  guarded 
Sn.  t^e  -e  dan.e.us -^^^^^^^^^ 

wly    o  the  ifdom  of  their  counfels;   but  even  now 
malice   envy,  and  an  overweening  defire  of  fupenority. 
had  cre'a  ed  Sftion  among  them,  which  not  only  blafted 
Ae  promifed  harveft  of  bringing  the  Kxng,  wuhou 
Wood  flied     to  proper  terms  of  accommodation,   but 
plTmm  in  a  afte  more  formidable  .  t^e  fre.,0.  of  ,U 
dlimion,  than  he  had  ever  yet  been,   hnce  Ins  accef- 
f  on  to  p^wer.     The  carl  of  Northumberland,   whom 
Charles  had  complimented  with  the  lugheft  office  of 
command  in  the  kingdom,  looked  with  an  envious  eye 
on  the  ereat  powers  invefted  by  the  parbamcn    in  the 
car  of  Effex,  and  headed  a  large  body  of  men  infcded 
with  the  fame  venom ;  whilft  the  carl  of  Eflex  himfelf. 
Tntertaining  a  mean  jealoufy  of  thofe  rational  notions 
of  democradcal  freedom  which  prevailed  in  the  lower- 
houfe.    and  which  equally  alarmed  all  the  narrow- 
m°nd  d  noblemen  of  the  party,   had  forborn  to  avail 
himfelf  of  thofe  advamages  which  might  have  put  a 
decifive  conclufion  to  a  difpute    that  now  threatened 
all  the  horrors  of  a  bloody  war.      London  had  not 
li-Kofor  been  purged  of  a  large  body  of  male-contents,  whorn 
""""'•      the  narliament  had  difcharged  from  public  icrvice  on 
fufplcion    of    their    principles  ;    even    ^^^^^^.^^ 
citizens     whofc    zeal  for    Liberty   had   been   ftimu- 
ted  b^   ill    ufage    received   from   the   Stewart    fa- 
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mily,  there  were  vA^n  who  owed  their  fortune^  toAup.  ^64*. 
the  partial  favor  of  the  crown,  farms  of  the  cuftoms, 
patents,  monopolies,  and  other  illicit  indulgences :  nor 
was  the  Kii>g  entirely  without  *  party  in  the  parlia- 
ment itfelf,  fome  continuing  tl^eir  feats  on  purpofe  to 
do  him  fervice,  when  occafion  fliould  offer.  Thefe, 
with  other  individuals  of  all  rank*,  either  attached  to 
his  fortune  by  fimilarity  of  principle,  or  converts  to 
his  caufe  through  difguft  of  thofe  Severities  which  the 
neceffity  of  circumftances  had  obliged  the  parliament 
to  exercife  f,  made  a  large  fadion  in  favor  of  the 
court,  and  were  continually  plotting  againft  the  parlia- 
ment :  they  failed  not  to  take  advantage  of  that  terror 
which  the  report  of  a  total  defeat  at  Edg-hill  h^d 
fpread  through  the  whole  town  ;  and  thpugU  the  p^r* 
liament  had  voted,  That  theij:  army  had  the  vic- 
tory, ^nd  appointed  the  pbfervation  of  a  folemn 
thankfgiving ;  yet  the  cireumftances  of  the  King'# 
taking  Banbury,  with  the  lord  Say's  houfe  at  Brough- 
ton,  and  marching  forward,  whilft  the  earl  of  Effex 
lay  ftill  at  Warwic,  were  cireumftances  of  fuch  pre- 
fumption  that  the  event  of  the  battle  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  other  party,  that  they  were  not  eafily  to 
be  contradided.  The  King,  to  fortify  this  preten- 
fion,  fent  an  offer  of  pardon  to  the  city  of  London, 

t  The  parliament  had  appointed  a  comnaittee  of  fafety,  whofe  of- 
fice it  was  to  fee  the  Commonwealth  received  no  damage :  they  had  the 
management  of  the  whole  bufmefs  relative  to  the  war,  and  were  trufted 
with  very  arbitrary  powers  ;  fuch  as,  to  break  open  the  houfes  of  thofe 
fufpeded  of  difaflfedion,  and  to  fecure  their  arms  and  money.  The 
carl  of  Northumberland  was  chairman  of  this  committee. 
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.      1  •  T,       o^  tV.P  nnnilv  multitude  into  neccflary  fub- 
Ann.  .6,.   n^^-'^.^^^f  ff.  ^^ n  clvil  difcord  had  dilTolvcd 
ordination,  at  a  tunc  wn-i  nrnnofcd 

the  bonds  of  legal  obedience  ;  wuo,  ^vhllft  u  piopolcd 
defence  againft  die  hoftile  mvafion  of  an  army,  guarded 
aeainft  the  more  dangerous  machinations  o  a  malig- 
nant adion  that  lurlced  in  the  capital.  Whilft  concord 
re"  ned  among  the  popular  leaders,  all  oppofition  gave 
w  f  to  the  ifdom  of  their  counfels;  but  even  now 
malice  envy,  and  an  over^veening  defire  ot  fuperiority 
had  cr  a  ed  Action  among  them,  which  not  only  blafted 
the  promifed  harveft  of  bringing  the  King,  wuhou 

llooS-fhed.    to  proper  terms  of  ^^-^Y^'^^;^'^! 
put  him  in  a  Rate  more  formidable  to  ,e  freedom  of  ,b 
TnHimion   than  he  had  ever  yet  been,  Imcc  Ins  accei- 
f  f   o  ;;vvcr.     The  earl  of  Northumberland,  .vhom 
Charles  had  complimented  ^vith  the  h.gheft  ofllce  of 
command  in  the  kingdom,  looked  wuh  an  envious  eye 
on  the  great  powers  inveRed  by  the  parliamem  in  the 
carl  of  EiTex,  and  headed  a  large  body  of  men  infeded 
;"th  the  fame  venom ;  ^vhilft  the  carl  of  Effex  himfelf, 
entertaining  a  mean  jealoufy  of  thofe  rational  notions 
of  democratical  freedom  which  prevailed  in  the  lovvei- 
houfe,    and  which  equally  alarmed  all  the  narrow- 
niTncl  d  noblemen  of  the  party,    had  forborn  to  avail 
himfelf  of  thofe  advantages  which  might  have  put  a 
decifive  conclufion  to  a  difpute   that  now  threau^ned 
all   the  honors  of  a  bloody  war.      London  had  not 
h'^e'or  been  purged  of  a  large  body  of  male-contents,  whorn 
'"  """•      the  narliament  had  difchargcd  from  public  lervicc  on 
fufpicion    of    their    principles  ;    even    amongft    the 
chixens     whofc    zeal  for    Liberty   had   been    llimu- 
Lucd  b;-   ill    ufage    reccivc<l   from   the   S--art    fa- 
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mily,  there  were  m^^n  who  owed  thciv  fortunes  toAuo.  164J. 
the  partial  favor  of  the  crown,  farms  of  the  cuiloms, 
patents,  monopolies,  and  otl>er  illicit  indulgences :  nor 
was  the  King  entirely  without  a  party  in  the  parlia- 
ment itfelf,  fome  continuing  tl;eir  feats  on  purpofe  to 
do  him  feryice,  when  occafion  fliould  ofl^r.  Thefe, 
with  other  individuals  of  all  ranka,  either  attached  to 
his  fortune  by  fimilarity  of  principle,  or  converts  to 
his  caufe  through  difguft  of  thofe  Jfeverities  ^vhich  the 
neceflity  of  circumftances  had  obliged  the  parliaimcnt 
to  exercife  f,  made  a  large  fac^lion  in  favor  of  the 
court,  and  were  continually  plotting  againfl  the  parha- 
ment :  they  failed  not  to  take  advantage  of  that  terror 
which  the  report  of  a  total  defeat  at  Edg-hill  had 
fpread  through  the  whole  town  ;  and  though  the  par- 
liament had  voted.  That  their  army  had  the  vic- 
tory, and  appointed  the  obfervation  of  a  foleran 
thankfgiving ;  yet  the  circumftances  of  the  King's 
taking  Banbury,  with  the  lord  Say's  houfe  at  Brough- 
ton,  and  marching  forward,  whilft  the  earl  of  ElTex 
lay  ftill  at  Warwic,  were  circumftances  of  fuch  pre- 
fumption  that  the  event  of  the  battle  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  other  party,  that  they  were  not  eafdy  to 
be  contradided.  The  King,  to  fortify  this  preten- 
fion,  fent  an  offer  of  pardon  to  the  city  of  London, 

f  The  parliament  had  appointed  a  committee  of  fafety,  whofe  of- 
fice it  was  to  fee  the  Commonwealth  received  no  damage :  they  had  the 
management  of  the  whole  bufincfs  relative  to  the  war,  and  were  iruftcd 
with  very  arbitrary  powers  ;  fuch  as,  to  break  open  the  houfes  of  thofe 
fufpeded  of  difaffedion,  and  to  fecurc  their  arms  and  money.  The 
carl  of  Northumberland  was  chairman  of  this  committee. 
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Ann.  1642.  and  feveral  other  towns,  which  had  declared  for  the 
parliament ;  whilft  his  well-wifhers  in  both  houfes, 
taking  advantage  of  that  conflernation  which  the 
earl  of  EiTex's  backward  condudt  had  occafioned,  pro- 
pofed  a  peace,  as  the  .only  means  to  feeure  the  pub- 
lic from  danger.  This  motion  was  powerfully  fe- 
condcd  by  thofe  who  were  envious  of  the  military 
commanders,  and  by  men  of  nominal  greatnefs,  who 
wanted  the  prop  of  monarchy  to  fupport  their  infig- 
nificance  againfl  the  towering  virtues  of  the  popular 
leaders. 


Artful  con- 
dufl  of  che 
King's 
enemies. 


The  tide  within  and  without  doors  running  too 
ftrong  in  favor  of  pacific  meafures,  to  attempt  oppo- 
fition,  the  anti-court  party  not  only  gave  way  to  the 
motion  *,  but  feconded  it,  artfully  infinuating,  that 
carefhould  be  taken,  that  a  too  great  zeal  for  peace  might 
not  be  a  means  to  leave  them  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  ; 
that  fuch  meafures  ought  to  be  purfued  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  war  as  fhould  convince  the  King,  that 
they  were  not  reduced  fo  low  as  to  accept  of  the  terms 
he  pleafed  to  impofe.  This  advice  being  too  fagaci- 
ous  to  be  rejecfted  by  the  majority  of  parliament,  it 
produced  the  following  refolutions :  That  his  majcfty 
Ihould  be  addrefTed  for  fettling  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom :  That  the  preparation  of  forces,  and  other  necef- 
fary  means  for  defence,  fhould  be  profecuted  with  vi- 
gor, if  an  honorable  and  fafe  peace  might  not  be  ob- 


*  The  motion  for  peace  was  firft  made  in  the  upper  houfe.    Pari, 
Iiijl,  vol.  XI.  p.  489. 
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tained :  That  the  Scots  fhould  be  applied  to  for  aflif-  Aon.  1642. 
tance,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  any  occalion.  A  mefTenger 
was  difpatched  from  both  houfes,  to  defire  of  the  King 
a  fafe-condudl  for  a  committee  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
to  attend  him    with  an  humble  petition  from  parlia- 
ment *.     The  mefTenger  found  him  at  Reading,  whofe 
cowardly  garrifon  had  not  a  little  contributed  to  ele- 
vate the  royal  flyle.       The  King  abfolutely  refufed  to 
receive  any  committee  that  confifled  of  perfons  whom 
he  had  declared  traitors ;  and  though  the  parliament 
had  before  voted  fuch  an  exception  a  breach  of  their 
privilege,  they  had  now  the  complaifance  to  fend  a  letter 
the  next  day  to  lord  Falkland,  to  defire  a  fafe-condu(5t 
for  the  earls  of  Northumberland  and  Pembroke,  with 
four  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  f-    One  of 
thefe  being  Sir  John  Evelyn,  whom  the  King  had  ex- 
cepted againfl  in  a  proclamation  of    pardon  to  the 
county  of  Wilts  J,  he  was  omitted  in  the  fafe-condudt, 
with  a  fignification,  that  any  other  perfon  not  fubjecfl 
to  the  fame  cenfure  fhould  be  received  as  if  his  name 
was  infcrted.      The  parliament  voted  this  anfwcr  a  de- 
nial ;   but  fadion  within  doors,  and  clamor  without, 
fo  diflraifled  their  counfels,  that,  on  the  King's  advance 
to  Colebrook,  they  condefcended  to  fend  the  perfons 


*  This  was  in  compliance  with  the  King's  exception  to  the  receiving 
any  addrefs  from  the  earlof  Eflex. 

f  The  lord  Wenman,  Mr.  Pierpoint,  Sir  John  Hippefly,  and  Sir 
John  Evelyn. 

J  This  proclamation  had  come  out  but  the  day  before  the  petition 
was  received.  Such  proclamations,  with  exceptions,  had  been  pub- 
lilhed  in  all  the  counties  which  had  taken  up  arms  for  the  parliament. 

C  c  c  2  he 


3^0 

Ann.  1642. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

he  had  named  in  the  fafe-conduft,  to  petition  him  to 
fix  on  fome  place  in  the  neighborhood  of  London  to 
refidc,  whiift  they  treated  with  him  on  propofitions  of 
peace*.     "Hic  King  returned  anfwer,  that  he  fliould 

•  One  of  the  Tetfons  the  parliBmeBt  gave  the  city  for  this  their  con. 
defcenfion,  was  the  fafety  of  the  King's  perfon,  that  having  been  in 
fome  hazard  the  laft  battle  -,  and  that  they  hoped,  as  he  had  now  ieen 
fo  much  blood  fhed  about  him.  he  would  be  more  tradable  to  good 
«,nditions  of  peace  than  U  had  been  before.     Mr.  Pym  affured  the 
cirizens,  that  the  affeftions  of  the  parliament  were  not  more  cold  to  the 
uublic  good  than  they  had  ban  heretofore  i  and,  though  they  did  de- 
fire  peace,  yet  a  peace  to  betray  religion  and  Liberty  they  Ihould  efteem 
worfe  than  war;  that,  if  the  King  received  their  petmon,  the  propo- 
Srions  they  defigned  to  make  were  for  the  fecur.ty  of  religion,  with 
the  hopes  of  reformation  ;  the  fecurity  of  a  Liberty  that  (hould  not  only 
exift  in  laws  andftatutes,  butinpraftioe  and  in  execution  4  thefecumy 
of  the  dignity  and  honor  of  parliament;  and  that  their  fourth  care 
fcould  be  not  to  confent  to  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the  city  of  London, 
tat  to  maintain  it  in  a  higher  degree  of  honor  than  it  ever  was.     Thefe 
.propofttions  did  not  fatisfy  thofe  citizens  who  were  really  m  eamdi  on 
thematter  of  difpute  fubf.fting  between  the  King  and  the  people  :  an 
application  was  made  againft  the  intended  peace,  by  fome  thoufands  of 
citizens,  who  coming  to  the  houfe  of  Common..,  one  Mr.  Shute.  a 
merchant,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  rfterti  compliment  to  the  houfe  on 
the  pains  they  had  taken  for  the  prefervat.on  of  the  Profeftant  reli- 
gionr&c.  .prefented  «  petition,    in  which  they  exprefied  their  fea« 
fhat  they  were  bought  and  fold,  feeing,  .ft.  That,  ma  time  of  fo  much 
dater,  there  was  but  one  army  to  rely  on.  .d.  Hia:  m  all  this  time   he 
Km°-s  ftreneth  lying  in  horfe,  the  city  (hould  not  appear  in  a  conader- 
ahkbodyofhorfe.  3d.  That  Windfor-caflle  Ihould  not  be  provided  as  it 
oo<rht  Ah.  That  colonel  Holles's  regiment,  men  of  fuch  courage,  ftioirid 
te'Wfed  .0  .  place  of  imminent  danger,  being  neit  to  the  enemies 
forcT^and  almoft  naked.     5th.  The  point  of  accommodation  was  ano- 
ther Ufon  of  their  grief.     They  had  come  to  this  refoUit.on,  That  .hey 
would  man  out  eve^  man  his  own  man,  make  their  own  captains  and 
Iffieers    and  live  and  die  with  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  defence 
S;  and,  if  there  was  any  in  the  Lords'  hot,re  that  did  retard^or 
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be  glad  to  hearken  to  fuch  propofitions  as  fliould  fettle  A-  ■«4- 
the  diftraftions  of  his  kingdom,  to  God's  glory,  hts 

hinder  the  public  defence,  they  wilhed  they  would  declare  themfelves. 
a^dlat  they  were  with  the  King.     6th.  Another  nnatter  of  their  grief 
Ji    that  the  fabbach  ftould  be  fo  long  prophaned  by  pub  he  autho- 
rity; the  book  that  enjoins  it  not  yet  burnt  by  the  common  hangman  •. 
S  obferved  that  this  day  fo  prophaned  had  been  the  day  of  their 
ruil.     7th.  The  blood-lhed  of  the  martyrs,  in  <,ueen  Majyi.  ^a^' 
done  by  aft  of  parliament,  and  no  expiation  yet  made.     8th.  The  of- 
ficers in  the  arm?,  though  they  muft  always  mention  my  lord  general 
t      honor,  as  on'e  in  whom  they  did  abfolutely  confide    not  fo  care- 
ful and  diligent  as  they  ought,  nor  all  of  them  fo  trufty.     9th.   The 
number   of   the    prifoners   of  very    great,   and  dangerous   condmon. 
an"  the  maftei.  and  keepers  of  thofe  prifons  not  to  be  confided    n. 
Toth    The  good  minifters,  in  times  pafl,  filenced  and  put  out  by  the 
bilhops.     "You  have,  faid  the  petitioners    our  perfons,  purfes    and 
eS    at  your  command;  you  may  do  with  us  at  your  pleafure        k 
S  to  l-ee  by  this  petition,  that  the  citizens  had  ajuft  idea  of  thofe 
cabaU  and  fadions  which  at  this  time  acted  fo  fatally  againft  the  interef^^ 
oSe  public  •,  and  that  they  had  formed  a  very  different  opinion  of 
1  battk  of  Ed<.-h,ll  than  what  was  publifl.ed  by  the  parliament,  fince 
hev  Ob  erv  d,  diat  that  Sunday  on  which  it  was  fought  had  been  the 
davof    hei      "in.     Certainly  every  well-wiftier  to  the  liberty  of  the 

country  had  .rear  reafon  for  the  apprehenf.ons  exprefTed  by  thefe  ho- 
country  naa  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^,„,g  ,„  (he 

11^72^  ^l^^^^^^^^  ■'  -  -  '"'.°rt  T1  bfft  'd 

hanas  ot  n^^^'X      .  -     .      intereft.     It  the  jealoufies  that  fubfifted 

Z:ri:^^^:^^^^-'  Holland.  Ldfubfided  and  given 
°a7o  reciprocal  confidence,  a  peace  would  have  been  concluded  with 
7-^^  n„  terms  of  fafety  and  honor  to  themfelves,  but  on  a  bafis  too 
^rrortX^thetxIenfive  fabric  of  public  Uberty.  The  citizen, 
narrow  to .  PP  forementioned  petition  to  the  houfe,  offered,  in  the 
Tai^e'^f  fh  'J«iSs,  to  raife';  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot  .and 
iTfollowingrefolutions  were  palTed  by  the  Commons  on  the  occafion: 
SaV  thlb^k  impofing  the  tolerating  fports  on  the  fabbath-day,  be 
rL kh  b^rnt  by  the  common  hangman  :  That  the  houfe  did  accept 
;re  offa  of  th^cuLns  for  furniQ,ingLfe  and  foot,  did  account  ,t  to^be 
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Ann.  1642.  own  honoF,  and  the  welfare  and  flourifhing  of  his 
people ;  and  to  that  end  he  ihould  rcfidc  at  his  own 
caftle  at  Windfor,  which  he  defired  might  be  given  up 
to  his  troops,  and  the  parliament  to  withdraw  their 
garrifon.  This  unreafonable  requeft,  that  the  parlia- 
ment fhould  give  up  fuch  a  confiderable  place,  merely 
on  the  hope  of  peace,  fhews  on  what  terms  the  King 
intended  to  treat.  The  earl  of  Northumberland,  how- 
ever, prevailed  with  the  parliament  to  write  a  letter  to 
the  King,  intimating  a  defire  for  a  ceflation  of  all  acls 
Tnrachfry  of  ^^  hoflility  ;  but  neither  the  hopes  of  a  treaty,  the 
the  King,  complaifance  of  the  parliament  *,  nor  fentiment  of  hu- 
manity, urging  the  forbearance  of  blood  f,  retarded 
the  King's  advance.  Excited  by  the  counfels  of  his 
intemperate  nephew,  prince  Rupert,  and  the  fond  ex- 
pedlation  that  every  thing  would  give  way  before  him 

a  fervice  much  importing  thefafety  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  did  retura 
them  hearty  thanks.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XII.  p.  24,  i^ feq.  33,  ^  feq. 

*  Though  the  King  had  (o  haughtily  refufed  any  addrefs  from  the 
parliament's  general,  the  earl  of  tflex,  becaufe  he  had  declared  him  a 
traitor ;  yet  the  parliament,  who  had  done  the  fame  thing  by  the  lord 
Falkland,  addrcfled  him  with  every  circumftance  of  civility  due  to  his 
rank  and  office.  In  this  addrefs  to  the  King  they  had  fo  varied  from 
their  wonted  fVylc,  that  he  obferved,  in  one  of  his  declarations,  that 
their  language  was  more  fupplicatory  than  ufual. 

f  The  King,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  parliament's  lad  addrefs  for  peace, 
faid,  That  that  tendernefs  to  avoid  the  deftruftion  of  his  fubjedls,  which 
would  always  make  his  greateft  viflories  bitter,  would  make  him  hearken 
willingly  to  fuch  propofitions,  whereby  the  bloody  diftemper  of  the 
times  might  be  (lopped,  and  the  great  diftradions  of  the  kingdom  fet- 
tled, to  God*s  glory,  his  own  honor,  and  the  welfare  and  flourifhing  of 
his  people,     Rufiworth^  vol.  V.  p.  58. 
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he  marched  forward,  with  an  intent  to  feize  the  par-  Ann.  1641. 
liament's  train  of  artillery  at  Hammerfmith  ;  and  from 
thence  to  furprife  London,  where  he  imagined  his  party 
was  fo  great,  that  on  the  approach  of  his  army  no  refif- 
tance  would  be  made.  Two  regiments  of  foot,  and  a  fmall 
party  of  horfe,  lying  at  Brentford,  oppofed  his  paflage, 
and  almoft  vying  in  glory  with  the  Roman  Fabii,  were  all 
cut  off  in  defence  of  the  public,  except  thofe  who  were 
taken  prifoners  *.  A  few  days  before  this  engagement 
the  earl  of  Eflex  had  arrived  with  his  army  at  London, 
where,  notwithilanding  the  coldnefs  of  his  condu(5l, 
for  politic  motives  he  was  received  by  both  houfes  as  a 
conqueror,  prefented  with  five  thoufand  pounds  f,  and 
a  memorial  of  his  great  and  acceptable  fervice  to  the 
Common-wealth,  to  ftand  on  the  journals  of  parlia- 

♦  Mr.  Holles*s  regiment,  of  whofe  lying  in  this  place  of  danger 
the  citizens  had  complained,  were  almoil  all  cut  off.  They  had  be- 
haved remarkably  well  at  the  battle  of  Edg-hill.  It  appears,  by  a  re- 
lation publifhed  by  authority  of  parliament,  that  the  King's  army  were 
guilty  of  enormous  a6ts  of  rapine,  deitrudtion,  and  cruelty,  on  the 
taking  of  Brentford.  Clarendon  in  a  manner  owns  the  truth  of  this  re- 
lation, by  faying,  that  it  was  framed  on  the  difcourfes  of  thofe  fuf- 
ferers  who  had  received  damages  by  the  licence  which  was  neceflary  fo 
give  to  the  King's  troops.  Hujbands*  Colle^iom,  p.  758,  ^  feq.  Oar, 
HiJi.  vol.  II.  p.  59. 

f  The  following  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the  great  complaifance  the 
whole  party  paid  to  Effex  at  this  time  :  The  parliament  had  appointed  the 
carl  of  Warwic  to  command  the  forces  raifed  in  and  about  London  -,  Ef- 
fex, indignant  at  this  partnerftiip,  was  on  the  point  of  throwing  up 
his  commiffion:  the  earl  of  Warwic,  who  at  this  time  adbed  a  very 
difinterefted  part,  offered  to  refign  his  command  ;  his  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  earl  of  Effex  again  rcinftated  in  the  fupreme  military 
command. 
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L..54.    mcnt  as  a  monument  of  his  Angular  virtue  to  all  pof- 
tcrity  *. 

OS   the  news  of  the  attack  at   Brentford,    Effess 
army   was  all  drawn  out  on  Turnham-Grecn,     and 
ioined  by  a  numerous  body  of  train-bands,  united  to 
the  train-bands  of  the  adjacent  counties,  who    with 
the  addition  of  London  apprentices  t,  formed  of  them- 
fclves  a  formidable  army.       They  had  been  exercifcd 
for  fcvcral  months  by  major  Skippon,  who,  as  he  led 
the   gallant  band   to  a^ion,  encouraged  them  by  tlic 
followins  ftiort  and    animating   oration  :  Come,   my 
brave  boys,   let  us  pray  heartily,  and  fight  heartily  •,  1 
will  run  the  fame  fortunes  and  hazards  with  you  =  re- 
member the  caufe  is  for  Go<l,  for  the  defence  of  your- 
relves,  your  wives,  and  children.      Come    my  honeft 
brave  bovs,   prav  heartily  and  fight  heartily,   and  God 
will  blefs  us."    When  the  two  parties  met,  EflTex  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  twenty-four  thoufand  fighting 
men    completclv  armed,  befides  detachments  to  the 
amounto  f  eight  thoufand,  with  a  fine  train  of  artil- 
lery.    In  a  council  of  war,  it  was  propofed  by  the 

.  Lenthall,  the  fpeaker,  on  a  complaint  that  his  fortune  had  been 
injured  by  fo  long  and  conftant  an  attendance  on  the  houfe,  had  re- 
ceived the  fame  prefent. 

+  The  parliament  had  palTcd  an  ordinance  to  exempt  the  body  of 
apprentices  from  any  after-prolecution  from  their  matters,  on  the  neg- 
lea  of  articles,  occafioned  by  their  attendance  on  the  public  fervice. 
This  was  a  neceffary  piece  of  juftice  in  favor  of  recruits,  whofe  zeal 
for  the  caufe,  and  vigor  of  body,  the  fruit  of  temperance  and  fobriety, 
rendered  very  ufeful  auxiliaries. 
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ftanding  committee  appointed  by  parliament  to  attend  Ann.  164:. 
the  general  *,  that  a  detachment  of  troops  then  lying 
at  Kingilon  lliould  advance  to  Hounflow  ;  that  two  re- 
giments of  horfe,  and  four  of  foot,  fhould  defile  to- 
wards Aclon ;  that,  on  a  fignal  given,  the  general, 
with  the  main-body,  fliould  advance  in  front,  attack 
the  royalifls  in  front,  rear,  and  flank  ;  and,  by  one  de- 
cifive  ftroke,  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  earls  of  EfTex,  Northumberland,  and  Holland  f, 
from  different  motives  oppofed  this  falutary  advice ;  and 
the  committee  were  perfuaded  to  acquiefce  with  the  in- 
clinations of  the  general,  by  two  officers  whofe  mili- 
tary reputation  was  great,  but  whofe  intereft  it  was 
that  the  war  fhould  be  continued  J.     Thus  this  pro- 

*  The  committee  for  military  affairs  was  compofed  of  thefe  twelve 
peers,  viz.  the  earls  of  Eflex,  Peterborough,  and  Stamford,  the  lords 
Kimbolton,  Wharton,  St.  John,  Fielding,  Hunfdon,  Haftings,  Brook, 
Roberts,  and  Willoughby  of  Parham,  with  twenty-four  commoners  j  four 
members  of  this  committee  were  always  to  attend  the  general.  Whit- 
lock fays,  that  they  were  to  take  fubfcriptions  of  loans,  and  order  mat- 
ters concerning  malignants,  and  to  confider  the  good  of  the  army. 
Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  432.     fVhiflock,  p.  59. 

f  The  earl  of  Holland,  who  had  afpired  to  one  of  the  chief  com- 
mands in  the  army,  and  looked  upon  the  pretenfions  of  EfTex  to  be 
infinitely  inferior  to  his  own,  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  difTuade  Eflex 
from  attempting  what  would,  in  its  confequences,  add  to  the  power 
and  reputation  of  his  rival.     Ludlow,  p.  21.     Clarendon. 

f  Dalbier,  a  foreigner,  who  had  been  once  a  creature  of  Charles's, 
but  on  being  negleftcd  by  him,  had  entered  into  the  parliament's  fer- 
vice  i  and  Merric,  who  had  exprefled  a  difmclination  to  the  caufe : 
it  was  the  intereft  of  thefe  two  officers  that  the  war  fhould  be  protraded. 
Hampden  had  marched  a  mile,  in  confequence  of  orders  given  from 
the  forementioned  advice,  when  he  was  commanded  back,  in  the  ge- 
neraPs  name,  by  Sir  John  Merric.     IVhitlock,  1^.  62, 
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L.,64,.    ment  as  a  monument  of  his  Angular  virtue  to  all  pof- 
tcrity  *. 

On   the  news  of  the  attack  at  Brentford,    EfTexs 
army  was  all  drawn  out  on  Turnham-Grecn,     and 
ioined  by  a  numerous  body  of  train-bands,  united  to 
the  train-bands  of  the  adjacent  counties,  who    with 
the  addition  of  London  apprentices  t,  formed  of  them- 
felves  a  formidable  army.       They  had  been  exercifed 
for  fcvcral  months  by  major  Skippon,  who,  as  he  led 
the   gallant  band  to  a^ion,  encouraged  them  by  the 
following  (hort  and    animating   oration  :  Come    my 
brave  boys,   let  us  pray  heartily,  and  fight  heartily ;  I 
>vill  run  the  fame  fortunes  and  hazards  with  you  t  re- 
member the  caufe  is  for  God,  for  the  defence  of  your- 
felves,  your  wives,  and  children.      Come    my  honell 
brave  boys,  pray  heartily  and  fight  heartily,  and  God 
will  blefs  us."    When  the  two  parties  met,  ElTcx  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  twenty-four  thoufand  fighting 
men,  completely  armed,  befides  detachments  to  the 
amounto  f  eight  thoufand,  with  a  fine  train  of  artil- 
lery.     In  a  council  of  war,  it  was  propofed  by  the 

♦  Lenthall,  the  fpeakcr,  on  a  complaint  that  his  fortune  had  been 
injured  by  fo  long  and  conftant  an  attendance  on  the  houfe,  had  re- 
ceived the  fame  prefent. 

t  The  parliament  had  paflcd  an  ordinance  to  exempt  the  body  of 
apprentices  from  any  afier-prolecution  from  their  mailers,  on  the  neg- 
lea  of  arcicles,  occafioned  by  their  attendance  on  the  public  fervice 
This  was  a  neceffary  piece  of  juftice  in  favor  of  recruits,  whofe  zeal 
for  the  caufe,  and  vigor  of  body,  the  fruit  of  temperance  and  fobriety, 
rendered  very  ufeful  auxiliaries. 
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idanding  committee  appointed  by  parliament  to  attend  Ann.  164Z. 
the  general  *,  that  a  detachment  of  troops  then  lying 
at  Kingfton  fhould  advance  to  Hounflow ;  that  two  re- 
giments of  horfe,  and  four  of  foot,  fhould  defile  to- 
wards Adon ;  that,  on  a  fignal  given,  the  general, 
with  the  main-body,  fhould  advance  in  front,  attack 
the  royalifls  in  front,  rear,  and  flank  ;  and,  by  one  de- 
cifive  ftroke,  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  earls  of  EfTex,  Northumberland,  and  Holland  f, 
from  different  motives  oppofed  this  falutary  advice ;  and 
the  committee  were  perfuaded  to  acquiefce  with  the  in- 
clinations of  the  general,  by  two  ofl^cers  whofe  mili- 
tary reputation  was  great,  but  whofe  intereft  it  was 
that  the  war  fhould  be  continued  t-     Thus  this  pro- 

*  The  committee  for  military  affairs  was  compofed  of  thefe  twelve 
peers,  viz.  the  eads  of  Effex,  Peterborough,  and  Stamford,  the  lords 
Kimbolton,  Wharton,  St.  John,  Fielding,  Hunfdon,  Raftings,  Brook, 
Roberts,  and  Willoughby  of  Parham,  with  twenty-four  commoners ;  four 
members  of  this  committee  were  always  to  attend  the  general.  Whit- 
lock fays,  that  they  were  to  take  fubfcriptions  of  loans,  and  order  mat- 
ters concerning  malignants,  and  to  confider  the  good  of  the  army. 
Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XI.  p.  432.     Whitlock,  p.  59. 

f  The  earl  of  Holland,  who  had  afpired  to  one  of  the  chief  com- 
mands in  the  army,  and  looked  upon  the  pretenfion^  of  Effex  to  be 
infinitely  inferior  to  his  own,  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  diffuade  Effex 
from  attempting  what  would,  in  its  confequences,  add  to  the  power 
and  reputation  of  his  rival.     Ludlow^  p.  21.     Clarendon, 

t  Dalbier,  a  foreigner,  who  had  been  once  a  creature  of  Charles's, 
but  on  being  negledted  by  him,  had  entered  into  the  parliament's  fer- 
vice ;  and  Merric,  who  had  expreffed  a  difmclination  to  the  caufe : 
it  was  the  intereft  of  thefe  two  officers  that  the  war  ftiould  be  protradbed, 
Hampden  had  marched  a  mile,  in  confequence  of  orders  given  from 
the  forementioned  advice,  when  he  was  commanded  back,  in  the  ge- 
neral's name,  by  Sir  John  Merric.     fVhitlock,  p.  62, 
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Ann.  1642.    mifing  army,  after  having  for  fome  time  faced  the  ene- 
mieVmee"    niy's  horfc,  whilft  their  main  body  retreated  to  King- 

and  retire 
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fton*}  wheeled  about,  and  returned  to  London;  whilfl 
fightifl^.       Charles,  after  having  fortified  and  garrifoned  Reading, 
retired  to  Oxford. 

The  King's  infincerity  and  perfidious  dealing  in  the 
attack  at  Brentford,  whilft  the  parliament,  depending 
on  a  treaty,  had  adtually  fent  orders  to  their  troops  to 
forbear  hoftilities,  had  raifed  fuch  a  clamor  in  London  f, 
that  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  endeavor  to  clear  him- 
felffrom  the  charge  of  treachery:  he  not  only  excu  fed 
his  condudt,  on  the  circumftance,  that  no  ftipulations 
for  a  ceflation  had  been  mentioned  by  the  parliament's 
commiflioners  $,  but  even  denied  he  had  any  defign 

*  Whitlock  fays,  that,  inftead  of  the  plan  being  purfued  which 
had  been  propofcd  by  a  council  of  war,  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
turned  out  advantageous,  the  party  at  Kingfton  were  commanded  to 
march  round  by  London  bridge  into  London,  and  from  thence  to  join 
the  parliament  army  -,  whereby  they  came  late  and  tired,  when  they  were 
to  have  done  fervice.  By  this  movement  the  town  of  Kingfton  was  quitted 
to  the  royalifts.     IVhitlock,  p.  62. 

f  Clarendon  in  a  manner  owns,  that,  if  the  King  had  behaved  witb 
honor,  a  treaty  favorable  to  his  intereft  might  at  this  time  have  been 
cflfefted  by  the  ariftocratical  fadion,  who  loc'.ed  with  more  jealoufy  on 
the  greatnefs  of  the  popular  leaders,  and  the  growing  Liberty  of  their 
country,  than  they  had  done  before  on  the  abufed  power  of  the  King. 
Car.  Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  56,  ^  feq. 

J  Sir  Peter  Killegrew,  the  meflenger  appointed  to  carry  the  parlia^ 
ment's  letter  for  a  ceflation,  on  arriving  at  Brentford,  found  fome  of 
the  King's  army  engaged  with  the  parliament  forces  -,  he  endeavored 
to  reach  the  King  by  the  way  of  Uxbridge,  but  was  there  ftopped  by 
fome  of  the  King's  dragoons.     P^r/. ////?.  vol.  XII.  p.  37. 

upon 


upon  London.    This  flagrant  falfehood  both  weakened  Ann.  .64^. 
the  force  of  his  other  aflertions,  and  corroborated  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  in  regard  to  the  infincerity  of 
his  charaaer  *.   On  his  fending  a  mefTage  to  invite  the 

♦  As  Eflex,  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the  city  of  London,  had  or- 
dered fome  works  to  be  Hung  up  at  Brentford,  and  had  placed  detach- 
ments of  his  army  at  Brentford,  Kingfton,  and  Adon,  the  Kmg  pre- 
tended  he  was  afraid  of  being  furrounded  at  Colebrook:  but  the 
forcmentioned  difpofition  was  little  calculated  for  fuch  a  purpofe  -,  and 
the  King  encreafed  this  danger  by  advancing  nearer  London.  To  con- 
ceal his  defign  of  furprifmg  the  capital,  on  his  march  to  Brentford,  he 
fent  the  parliament  word.  That  he  would,  in  that  place,  meet  their 
propofitions  for  peace.  Soon  after  the  parliament  received  this  mef- 
fage,  the  noife  of  the  engagement  at  Brentford  reached  them.  They 
were  fo  enraged  at  the  treachery,  that  they  treated  the  meflenger  as  a 
fpy,  imprifoning  both  him  and  his  companion,  a  trumpeter,  in  the 
Gatehoufe  •,  and  returned  the  following  anfwer  to  tU  King :  That  they 
thought  it  a  ftrange  introdudion  to  peace  to  beat  them  out  of  their 
quarrers.at  Brentford,  and  then  appoint  that  place  to  receive  their  pro- 
pofitions, which  he  intended  not  to  receive  till  he  had  firft  tried,  whe- 
ther he  could  break  the  army  raifed  for  t^e  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
and  take  the  city,  unprovided  and  fecure,  in  expedation  of  a  fair  treaty.  - 
Clarendon  endeavors  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  the  King's  march  by  a 
reafon  not  urged  in  the  declaration  publiftied  on  this  occafion,  viz.  that 
prince  Rupert  having  advanced  to  Hounflow  with  the  horfe,  without 
orders,  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  furrounded  by  the  parlia- 
ment  forces  at  Kingfton,  Adon,  &c.  and  fent  to  the  King,  to  defirc 
him  to  move  forward  to  difengage  him.  This,  as  Rapin  obferves,  is 
as  frivolous  a  reafon  as  any  that  had  been  urged  by  the  King ;  flnce  it 
would  have  been  eafler,  and  lefs  dangerous,  for  prince  Rupert  to  have 
drawn  back,  than  for  the  King  to  march  forward.  The  King  finiftied 
his  declaration  with  the  following  hypocritical  obfervation :  «  We  can- 
not but  make  one  argument  more  of  the  truth  of  our  profeflion,  that 
this  was  all  our  end ;  and  that  we  had  not  the  leaft  thought,  by  fo  ad- 
vancing, to  furprize  and  fack  London,  which  the  malignant  party 
would  infufe  into  that  our  city  •,  and  that  is,  that  probably  God  Al- 
miehty  would  not  have  given  fuch  a  blefling  to  our  journey,  as  to  have 
^  Ddd2  affiled 
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Ann.  1642.    parliament  to  refume  the  treaty,  and  to  acquaint  them, 
Mdea^irf  in  ^^^t  to  forward  it  he  was  determined  to  draw  his  army 
fumVthc  b-  ^^  ^^  unexceptionable  diftance  from  London ;    a  large 
tended  treaty,  body  of  zealous  citizens,  who    had    offered    to  raife 
men    and    horfe   at    their   own   expence,    exclaimed 
againfl  treaties,  as  intended  for  fnares ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  the  inveterate  enemies  to  Liberty  could 
do  in  favor  of  Charles,  with  the  equally  deflrud:ive 
counfels  of  its  luke-warm  friends,  the  following  fpi- 
rited  anfwcr  was  returned :  That  both  houfes  did  de- 
fire  his  majcfly  to  come  back  to  his  parliament,   not 

aflifted  us  both  by  land  and  by  water,  as  with  lefs  than  a  third  part  of 
our  foot,  and  with  the  lofs  of  but  ten  men,  to  beat  two  of  their  beft  re- 
giments out  of  both  Brentfords,  for  all  the  great  advantage  of  their 
works  i  to  kill  him  who  commanded  in  chief,  and  to  kill  and  drown 
many  others  i  to  take  500  prifoners,  more  arcns,  eleven  colours,  good 
ftore  of  ammunition,  and  fifteen  pieces  of  ordnance,  whereof  we 
funk  moft  that  we  brought  not  away  ;  and  then,  unfought  at  and  unof- 
fered  at,  nearer  than  by  ordnance,  to  march  away,  notwithftanding 
the  great  difadvantage  of  our  forces,  by  the  difficulties  of  the  paflage  j 
if  He  who  is  the  fcarcher  of  all  hearts,  and  truth  itfelf,  had  not  known 
the  truth  of  our  profeffions,  and  the  innocency  of  our  heart,  and  how 
far  we  were  from  dcferving  thofe  horrid  accufations  of  falfhood  and 
treachery,  call  fo  point-blank  upon  our  perfon,  that  it  would  amaze 
any  man  to  fee  them  fuffered  to  be  printed  in  our  city  of  London,  if 
any  thing  of  that  kind  could  be  a  wonder,  after  fo  many  of  the  fame,, 
and  how  really  they  defire  accommodation,  that  upon  this  have  voted 
they  will  have  none.  Thefe  our  reafons  for  this  adion,  this  our  fatis- 
faftion  fent  for  it,  and  this  blefling  of  God  upon  it,  will,  we  doubt 
not,  clear  us  to  all  indifferent  pcrfons,  both  of  the  Jefuitical  counfels  and 
the  pcrfonal  treachery  to  which  fome  have  prefumed  fo  impudently  to 
impute  it;  and  God  fo  blefs  our  future  anions,  as  we  have  delivered 
the  truth."  Clarendon  owns,  that  the  reafon  of  prince  Rupert's  ad- 
vance was  intelligence  he  had  received  from  London,  that  if  the  King's 
army  drew  near,  no  refiftance  would  be  made.  RuJbwQrth^  vol.  V. 
p.  61,  6fy?£. 
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with  his  martial,  but  his  royal  attendance;  and  they  Ann.  16  i^. 
ihould  then  be  ready  to  give  him  afTurances  of  fuch 
fecurity,  as  fliould  be  for  his  honor  and  the  fafety  of  his 
perfon.  The  flrength  of  the  parliament's  army,  as 
it  had  been  hitherto,  by  the  pernicious  intrigues  of 
felfifh  commanders,  diverted  from  performing  any  real 
fervice,  was  a  circumflance  that  helped  to  dillrefs  them. 
Its  large  and  regular  payments,  with  the  nccefTary  re- 
wards which  had  been  given  for  fervice  *,  had  already 
exhaulled  the  treafure  provided  for  the  expence  of  the 
threatened  war  f. 

The  parliament  was  now  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  unpopular  expedients  of  heavy  afTefTments  upon 
towns  and  counties  J;  and  by  thofe  who  were  pro- '^'^'^'"*"'''*^ 


*  The  allowance  of  Effex  was  lol.  and  that  of  Bedford  61.  a  day. 
The  Commons,  to  encourage  their  foldiery  to  repair  to  their  colors, 
ordered  every  footman  half-a-crown,  and  the  horfe  five  (hillings  above 
their  pay :  nor  was  the  parliament  lefs  humane  than  generous  ;  the  fol- 
diers  wounded  in  their  fervice  were  difpofed  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  about 
London,  and  committees  were  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  government 
of  the  hofpitals,  that  the  patients  might  be  provided  with  every  thing 
neceflary.  Thus  every  member  of  each  houfe  was  rendered  ufeful  by 
having  an  employment  allotted  him  that  was  adapted  to  his  genius. 
Pari  Hijl.  vol.  XII.  p.  31. 

-|-  Thofe  wealthy  individuals  who  had  with  fuch  forward  zeal  offered 
up  their  riches,  not  finding  the  war  anfwer  their  expedation,  grew  back- 
ward in  their  advances  of  money. 

J  The  expence  of  the  war  having  hitherto  lain  on  the  friends  of  Li- 
berty, and  particularly  on  the  citizens,  who  had  advanced  large  fums  on 
the  propofitions  of  parliament  for  loans  -,  thefe,  on  an  application  of 
both  houfes  to  the  fame  purport,  defired  them  to  confidcr,  how  to  raife 
money  in  fuch  fort,  that  the  whole  charge  might  not  lay  upon  the  well- 
affedted  party ;  but  that  the  malignants  fhould  likewife,  according  to 
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Ann.  iC^z.    tccled  OY  iuvccl  hv  ilic  royalias,  their  ordinances  were 
ill  obeyed ;  whilll  the  King,  having  the  greater  part 

their  abiliiies,  bear  a  (hare.    This  produced  the  firfi:  ordinance  for  an  af- 
kllhient,  which  was  diretled  to  be  laid  on  the  contributors  upon  the 
propofitions  for  lending  money,   and  raifing  horfe  and  arms,  which  was 
not  to  exceed  the  twentieth  part  of  their  eftates   real  and  perfonal. 
The  necefllties  of  parliament,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the  non- contributors, 
occafioncd  fevcral  arbitrary  ordinances  for  the  enforcement  of  the  af- 
lefTmenr.    CoUcdors  were  empowered  to  break  open  cherts,  trunks, 
boxes,  doors,  &c.  whereby  to  take  a  diftrcfs  for  the  fum  afleflfed  :  they 
were  empowered  to   receive  debts,  to  the  value  of  the  fums  aflcfled  5 
and,  to  facilitate  the  difcovery  of  debts,  had  authority  to  compound 
with  the  debtors  for  the  fame.     The  military  were  authorized  to  fearch 
for  the  refulcrs,  and  to  bring  them  before  the  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  for  examination,  who  had  power  given  them  to  imprifon 
the  refufers  in  fuch  places  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  fo  long  a  fpace  of 
time  as  they  fliould  appoint  -,  with  an  injundion,  that  the  families  of 
the  offenders  fliould   no  longer   remain  within  the  liberties  of  London 
and  Weftminfter.     The  feveiity  of  this  ordinance  was  made  more  in- 
tolerable by  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  members  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  who  were  only  to  be  alTcflcd  by  that  houfe  to  which  they 
belonged.     No  partizan  of  Liberty  would  have  willingly  fubmitted  to 
fo  tyrannical  an  exertion  of  power,  on  other  confideration  than  that  of 
its  being  a  temporary  expedient,  to  meet  with  an  open,  apparent  dan- 
aer,  threatening  determined    flavery  :  the  exception,   which   was  un- 
doubtedly injurious,  was  carried  in  the  Commons*  Koufe  only  by  a  ma- 
jority of  forty- three  voices  againft  forty.     The  King  did  not  fail  to  re- 
y  prefent  to  the  people  the  illegality  of  thefe  enormous  ads  of  power,  which 
^  the  neceOlty  ofaffairs,in  a  manner,  obliged  the  parliament  to  exert  ;  and 
farther  declared,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  challenging  fuch  a  power  him- 
felf,  or  from  requiring  a  twentieth  part  of  his  fubjeits*  ettate,  though  for 
their  own  vifible  prefervation,  that,  as  he  had  already  fold  or  pawned  his 
own  jewels  and  coined  his  own  plate,  fo  he  was  willing  to  lell  all  his  own 
lands  and  houfes  for  their  relief.  Though  it  was  impoffible,  at  this  time, 
for  the  King  to  fucceed  fo  far  in  perfuading  the  people  that  the  public  in- 
tcrell  was  conncded  to  his  private,  as  to  enable  him  *o  exert  fo  high  an 
ad  of  authority  as  the  putting  forth  an  ordinance  for  a  general  aflefl- 
ment  j   yet  certain  it  is,   that  afleflments  regularly  levied  by  military 
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of  the  landed  interell  in  his  favor,  and  the  proprietors  Ann.  16,2. 
engaged  in  mihtary  fervicc,  his  troops  were  in  fonic 

force,  in  all  the  counties  where  the  King's  power  prevailed,  helped  to 
fupport  his  army  :  this,  he  pretended,  was  with  the  inhabitant's  con- 
fent,  becaufe  that  having  gained  a  few  leading  men  of  the  county,  they 
refolved  that  fuch  a  fum  fliould  be  given  ;  and  this  donation,  from 
men  who  had  no  right  in  law  or  equity  over  the  property  of  their 
fellow-countrymen,   was  called  by  the  King  the  confent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.    Thefe  aflTeflTments,  Clarendon  fays,  were  all,  by  the  power  and 
interefl:  of  prince  Rupert,  affigned  to  the  maintenance  of  the  horfe. 
The  expence  of  the  feveral  garrifons,  and  the  whole  body  of  foot,  which, 
amounted  to  three  thoufand  pounds  weekly,   and  the  King's  private 
cxpences,  were  fupported,  all  the  winter,  by  voluntary  contributions, 
out  of  the  private  and  public  purfe  of  tiie  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and 
the  loan  of  other  individuals,  the  King  drawing  confiderable  fums  from 
London,  notwithfl:anding  the  ftrid  watch  kept  by  the  parliament.     Ic 
may  be  difcovered,  from  the  King's  proclamation  for  the  better  govern- 
ing his  army,  and  againfl:  the  plundering,  fpoiling,  and  robbing,  which 
they  were  notorioufly  guilty  of,  that  he  aflumed  and  exerted,  on  oc- 
cafions,  a  power  equal  to  this  exerted  by  the  parliament.     "  We  have 
thought  fit  to  publifli  and  declare  (fays  the  proclamation)  our  royal 
pleafure  to  be,   that  from  henceforth  no  officer,  foldier  of  horfe  or  foot> 
or  party  fcnt  from  our  army,  prefjme  to  fearch  for  or  feize  upon  any 
money,  plate,  goods,  or  houfliold-ftuff,  belonging  to  any  of  our  fub- 
jeds,  of  what  condition  foever,  without  our  exprefs  Warrant  for  the  fame, 
under  our  fign  manual,  declaring  the  caufe  of  fuch  feizure."     In  lord 
Fairfax's  account  of   the  condition  of  the  northern  parts,  he  tells  the 
parliament,  that  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  had  feized  upon  Leeds,^  where 
he  had  plundered  the   well-affeded,  and  raifed  a  very  great  fum  of 
money  out  of  thofe  that  they  could  draw  to  compound  for  their  fecu- 
rities  :    that  he  proceeded  in  raifing  money,  by  all  the  illegal  and  op- 
prcflive  ways  that  could  be  devifed  •,  and  both  by  commiflion  of  array, 
and  by  prefles  made  in  the  churches,  raifed  all  the  men  he  could.    This 
account,  with  the  cry  of  the  whole  kingdom,  not  immediately  pro- 
teded  by  the  power  of  tlie    parliament,  againfl:  the  plunder,  rapines, 
and  exadions  committed  by  the  King's  army,  ill  agree  with  his  accufa- 
tion  of  the  parliament,  and  his  profeflions  on  this  head,  fo  obvioufly 
contradidory  to  his  condnd,  that  one  would  imagine  they  were  aflTer^ 

tions 


392 

• 

Ann.  1642. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

meafurc  maintained  at  the  expencc  of  the  officers  *. 
Charles  by  his  connedions  having  a  full  intelligence  of 
the  difficulties  his  enemies  had  to  ftruggle  with,  reproach- 
ed the  parliament  in  bitter  terms  for  their  laft  mefTage: 
"  They  were  yet  governed,  he  faid,  by  a  malignant  party, 
of  whom  he  had  often  complained.  He  upbraided  them 
with  the  rebellious  adions  of  the  army  which  had 
been  raifed  under  pretence  of  orders  of  both  houfes :  he 
talked  of  it  as  an  unpardonable  infolence  to  invite  him 
to  London  whilft  their  army  continued  there ;  but  as  he 
did  not  impute  the  affront  to  both  his  houfes  of  par- 
liament, nor  to  the  major  part  prefent  in  thofe  aflem- 
blies,  fo  he  would  not,  for  his  good  fubjec1:s  fake,  and 
out  of  the  mod  tender  fenfe  of  their  miferies,  take  ad- 
vantage of  it :  but  if  tlie  parliament  would  really  pur- 
fue  the  courfe  they  feemed  by  their  petition  at  Cole- 
brook  to  be  inclined  to,  he  fliould  make  good  all  he 

lions  for  after-times  to  rely  on,  rather  than  to  fcrve  a  prefent  purpofe. 
It  was  only  to  the  enemies  of  the  parliament,  that  their  afreflments 
were  arbitrary  •,  their  friends  willingly  aflented  to  them,  as  voluntary 
contributions.  The  parliament  defended  their  arbitrary  afleflments,  on 
the  urgent  principles  of  fclf  defence,  the  depriving  an  enemy  of  the 
means  to  take  from  them  that  which  is  the  mod  dear  to  generous  minds, 
their  Liberty  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that,  if  the  King  did  not  challenge  a 
power  of  affeflment,  he  exerted  it  wherever  it  was  in  his  power.  Pari 
Hift.  vol.  XII.  p.  64,  i^  fcq.iii,  ^feq.  Rujh,  vol.  V.  p.  e^,  Gf  fet^. 
Ckr.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  67. 

*  The  property  of  the  King's  troop  of  life-guards,  compofed  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  were,  according  to  Clarendon,  at  leaft 
equal  to  that  of  all  the  Lords  and  Commons  who  remained  at 
Weftminfter.  The  upper  houfe,  at  this  time,  was  reduced  to  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  members  ;  and  the  number  that  compofed  the  lower 
houfe  was  infinitely  inferior  to  the  legal  proportion. 
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then  promifed  *.      Before  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer  the  Ann.  164*. 
parliament  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  defigns  strength  of 

*  1  1  r  ^^  royal 

and  ilrength  of  the  party,  by  an  intercepted  letter  from  party 
the  Hague,  dirc(5led  to  fecretary  Nicholas,  and  fuppofed 
to  come  from  colonel  Goring  f.    Befidcs  the  difcovery 

*  The  King  had  never  promifed  any  particulars. 

t  It  gave  intelligence,  that  the  defedion  of  the  navy  would  have 
given  the  King  a  dangerous  blow,  had  it  not  been  fupported  by  the 
reputation  of  his  fuccefs  at  land|  which  had  fo  raifed  his  credit,  that 
the  prince  of  Orange  had  advanced  all  the  fums  expeded,  viz.  40,000!. 
already  embarked  :  that  a  great  bufmefs  in  agitation  would,  when  con- 
cluded, bring  60,000 1.  more  :  that  20,000  foot-arms,  befides  garrifon- 
arms,  near  2000  horfc-arms,  and  20  pieces  of  cannon  were  fent  before 
the  queen,  who  was  to  bring  with  her  waggons,  and  all  accom  moda- 
tions,  to  march  with  very  confiderable  officers,  among  which  were  ge- 
neral King,  defigned  for  lieutenant-general  :  that  10,000  foot  and 
1500  horfe  had  been  fent  from  Denmark  ;  and  every  thing  propor- 
tionable, to  the  very  drums  and  halberds,  conveyed  with  two  good  men 
of  war,  bringing  an  ambaflador  to  his  Majefty,  a  perfon  of  great  quality 
in  Denmark,  of  whom  it  was  defired,  that  care  might  be  taken  that 
he  might  be  nobly  treated  ;  for  the  entire  negle6t  of  the  laft  was  fo 
much  refented  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  that  it  had  like  to  have  fruf- 
trated  all  expedtations  in  that  court,  had  not  Cockrain  very  handfomely 
evaded  it  :  that  the  King's  party  in  Holland  had  great  apprehenfions, 
left  he  had  entered  farther  into  a  treaty  than  they  had  been  advertifed 
of,  or  could  well  approve  :  that  they  believed,  according  to  their  in- 
telligence, that  if  the  King  had  approached  London,  without  making 
too  long  ftay  on  the  way,  the  matter  would  have  been  determined  : 
that  fome  of  the  King's  horfe  might  be  well  fpared,  and  fent  into  Kent, 
to  countenance  a  very  affedionate  and  confiderable  party  there  :  that, 
but  for  the  unhappy  interception  of  the  laft  week's  letters,  the  queen, 
with  her  party,  would  have  been  on  the  other  fide  London,  in  Norfolk 
and  Eflex  :  that,  in  that  cafe,  having  all  the  kingdom  behind  them, 
on  every  fide,  the  King's  army  would  have  been  better  able  to  have 
fubfifted  without  the  town,  than  they  within  :  that,  if  they  could  once 
get  foot,  they  fliould  collect  the  400,000 1.  fubfidies  univerfally  through- 
out the  kingdom  \  which  would  make  the  King's  army  fubfift,  and 
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meafurc  maintained  at  the  cxpence  of  the  officers  *• 
Charles  by  his  connexions  having  a  full  intelligence  of 
the  difficulties  his  enemies  had  to  druggie  with,  reproach- 
ed the  parliament  in  bitter  terms  for  their  lad  meffiige: 
"  They  were  yet  governed,  he  laid,  by  a  malignant  party, 
of  whom  he  had  often  complained.  He  upbraided  them 
with  the  rebellious  actions  of  the  army  which  had 
been  raifed  under  pretence  of  orders  of  both  houfes :  he 
talked  of  it  as  an  unpardonable  infolence  to  invite  him 
to  London  whilfl  their  army  continued  there ;  but  as  he 
did  not  impute  the  affront  to  both  his  houfes  of  par- 
liament, nor  to  the  major  part  prefent  in  thofe  affem- 
blies,  fo  he  would  not,  for  his  good  fubje(5ls  fake,  and 
out  of  the  mofl  tender  fenfe  of  their  miferies,  take  ad- 
vantage of  it :  but  if  the  parliament  would  really  pur- 
fue  the  courfe  they  feemed  by  their  petition  at  Cole- 
brook  to  be  inclined  to,  he  fliould  make  good  all  he 

tions  for  after-times  to  rely  on,  rather  than  to  ferve  a  prefent  purpofe. 
It  was  only  to  the  enemies  of  the  parliament,  that  their  alfeffments 
were  arbitrary  -,  their  friends  willingly  alTented  to  them,  as  voluntary 
contributions.  The  parliament  defended  their  arbitrary  aflcfTments,  on 
the  urgent  principles  of  felf  defence,  the  depriving  an  enemy  of  the 
means  to  take  from  them  that  which  is  the  moft  dear  to  generous  minds, 
their  Liberty  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that,  if  the  King  did  not  challenge  a 
power  of  aiTeffment,  he  exerted  it  wherever  it  was  in  his  power.  Pari 
Htft.  vol.  XII.  p.  64,  ^  /^.i  II,  ^M'  -K«A  vol.  V.  p.  e-j,  (J  feq. 
Gar.  Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  Cy. 

*  The  property  of  the  King's  troop  of  life-guards,  compofed  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  were,  according  to  Clarendon,  at  lead 
equal  to  that  of  all  the  Lords  and  Commons  who  remained  at 
Weilminfter.  The  upper  houfe,  at  this  time,  was  reduced  to  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  members  ;  and  the  number  that  compofed  the  lower 
houfe  was  infinitely  inferior  to  the  legal  proportion, 
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then  promifcd  *.      Before  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer  the  Ann.  1642. 
parliament  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  defigns  Strength  of 

1  1  r  '^^  royal 

and  llrength  of  the  party,  by  an  intercepted  letter  trom  party 
the  Hague,  directed  to  fccretary  Nicholas,  and  fuppofed 
to  come  from  colonel  Goring f.    Bcfides  the  difcovery 


*  The  King  had  never  promifed  any  particulars. 

-f-  It  gave  intelligence,  that  the  defedion  of  the  navy  would  have 
given  the  King  a  dangerous  blow,  had  it  not  been  fupported  by  the 
reputation  of  his  fuccefs  at  land^  which  had  fo  raifed  his  credit,  that 
the  prince  of  Orange  had  advanced  all  the  fums  expelled,  viz.  40,000!. 
already  embarked  :  that  a  great  bufinefs  in  agitation  would,  when  con- 
cluded, bring  60,000 1.  more  :  that  20,000  foot-arms,  befides  garrifon- 
arms,  near  2000  horfe-arms,  and  20  pieces  of  cannon  were  fent  before 
the  queen,  who  was  to  bring  with  her  waggons,  and  all  accommoda- 
tions, to  march  with  very  confiderable  officers,  among  which  were  ge- 
neral King,   defigned  for   lieutenant-general  :    that    10,000  foot   and 
1500  horfe  had  been  fent  from   Denmark  ;  and  every   thing  propor- 
tionable, to  the  very  drums  and  halberds,  conveyed  with  two  good  men 
of  war,  bringing  an  ambaffador  to  his  Majeily,  a  perfon  of  great  quality 
in  Denmark,  of  whom  it  was  defired,  that  care  might  be  taken  that 
he  might  be  nobly  treated  ;  for  the  entire  negledt  of  the  laft  was  fo 
mucli  refented  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  that  it  had  like  to  have  fruf- 
trated  all  expectations  in  that  court,  had  not  Cockrain  very  handfomely 
evaded  it  :  that  the  King's  party  in  Holland  had  great  apprehenfions, 
left  he  had  entered  farther  into  a  treaty  than  they  had  been  advertifed 
of,  or  could  well  approve :  that  they  believed,  according  to  their  in- 
telligence, that  if  the  King  had  approached  London,  without  makincy 
too   long  ftay  on  the  way,  the  matter  would  have  been  determined  : 
that  fome  of  the  King's  horfe  might  be  well  fpared,  and  fent  into  Kent, 
to  countenance  a  very  affedionate  and  confiderable  party  there  :    that, 
but  for  the  unhappy  interception  of  the  lafl:  week's  letters,  the  queen, 
with  her  party,  would  have  been  on  the  other  fide  London,  in  Norfolk 
and  Efiex  :  that,  in  that  cafe,  having  all  the  kingdom  behind  them, 
on  every  fide,  the  King's  army  would  have  been  better  able  to  have 
fubfifted  without  the  town,  than  they  within  :  that,  if  they  could  once 
get  foot,  they  fliould  colled  the  400,000 1.  fubfidics  univerfally  throuf/h 
out  the  kingdom  j  which  would  make  the  King's  army  fubfift,  a; 
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Ann.  1642.   of  this  foreign  affiftance,  expcc^led  by  the  King,  the 
forces  his  party  had  now  collected  were  by  no  means 

wear  out  the  enemy's  :  that  what  was  expefled  from  Denmark  and 
France  were  encouragements  not  to  admit  any  treaties  but  upon  terms 
of  great  advantage  and  honor  to  his  Majefty. 

Notwithftanding  the  King's  folemn  aflcveration,  that  no  extremity 
Hiould  ever  tempt  him  to  make  uie  of  foreign  troops  againft  his  lub- 
jeds  i  and  his  aflfertion,  that  no  one  could  think  him  fo  mad  as  to  at- 
tempt fo  dangerous  an  expedient  as  to  make  ufe  of  foreign  force,  he  had 
actually  fent  Cockrain  to  demand  afliftance  of  men,  money,  arms,  and 
Ihips,  from  the  king  of  Denmark  ;  with  inftrudions  to  inform  that  mo- 
narch of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  in  England,  which  had  rendered  it 
difficult  for  him  to  apply  to  foreign  treaty  for  fuppreffing  the  defign  of 
his  rebellious  fubjedts,  left  it  ftiould  bring  fcandal  on  him,  and  draw 
away  univerfally  the  hearts  of  his  people  :    that  he  had  now  great  en- 
couragement by  the  exceeding  numbers  of  gentry  that  reforted  to  him  : 
that  the  ftates  of  Holland  had  condefcendcd  to  give  her  majefty  the 
queen  a  convoy  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  fleet,  now  at  fca,  for  her 
return  into  England  :  that  he  expeded  and  hoped,  that  his  neighbour 
princes  and  allies  would  not  look  upon  fo  dangerous  a  precedent  to 
their  own  crowns  and  monarchies,  without  contributing  to  fupprefs  the 
defign  of  the  rebels.     Cockrain,  to  excite  the  king  of  Denmark  to  com- 
ply with  the  King's  demand,  was  to  inform  him,  that  it  had   been 
publicly  moved  in  the  Commons'  houfe,  to  interpofe  in  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Dutch,  and  to  fet  out  a  fleet  to  take  away  his  cuftoms 
of  the  Sound  :    that  they  had  fearched,  viflted,  and  detained  divers  of 
his  fliips,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Norway  trade  •,  and  that  they 
did  prepare  force  againft  others,  whom  they  permitted  not  to  water, 
nor  any  other  accommodation,  being  bound  for  the  Weft-Indies,  and  put 
in  by  ftrcfs  of  weather  into  the  Weft  of  England  :  they  had  attempted 
to  lay  a  great  blemifti  on  his  DaniQi  majefty's  family,  endeavoring  to 
illegitimate  all  derived  from  his  After  ;  which  their  moft  detcftable  and 
fcandaious  defign  they  had  purfued,  examining  witnefles,  and  cenfuring 
circumftances  and  times,  to  colour  their  pretcnfions  ;  and  which  as  his 
facred  majefty  of  England,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  honor  of  his  mother, 
did  abhor  and  would  punifti,  fo  he  expedted  his  Danifti  majefty's  con- 
currence in  vindicating  a  fifter  of  fuch  happy  memory,  and  by  whom 
lb  near  an  union,  and  continued  league  of  amity  and  friendlhip,  had 
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defpicabie :  the  earl  of  Newcallle  had  afTociated  the  nor-  Ann.  1642. 
thern  counties  * ;   and  with  the  Papifts  of  thofe  parts,  pi[h  arid  ma- 
of  which  his   army  was  for  the  mofl  part  compofed,  |j'S^^"[J^'^  ^^^j 
had  raifed  a  body  of  eisht  thoufand  men  +  i  the  earl  of  ?' Ne^caiiic, 

'  *-*  '  mfeft  the 

North. 

been  produced  between  the  two  kingdoms.     Tho*  it  does  not  appear, 

that  there  was  any   real  foundation  for  the  aflfertion  concerning  the 

Danidi  traders  •,    and  it  would  have  been  a  piece  of  ill  policy  in  the 

parliament,  to  ufe  fuch  unneceflTary  feverity  ;  nor  for  the  fecond  afli^r- 

tion,  concerning  a  formal  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  late  queen 

Anne  of  Denmark  -,  yet  it  is  likely,  that  the  people  in  general,  to  whom 

the  licence  of  fpeaking  truth  was  now  allowed,  were  free  in  their  cen- 

fures  of  the  King's  mother,  whofe  want  of  chaftity  is  hinted  at  by  fe- 

veral  authors,  and  many  particulars  mentioned  by  Sir  Robert  Peyton,  a 

fervant  of  James's  court.     There  are  likewife,  in  the  Advocates  Library 

at  Edinburgh,  anecdotes  preferved,  which  more   than  render  dubious 

the  conjugal  fidelity  of  this  princefs. 

Four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had   been  granted  this  parliament, 

for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  and  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  which 

had  not  yet  been  levied. 

*  The  bilhopric  of  Durham,  with  the  counties  of  Northumberland, 
Cumberland,  and  Weftmoreland. 

-f-  In  a  declaration  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  had  publiflied  the 
day  before  the  battle,  fliewing,  that  the  King  had  refufed  their  peti- 
tion for  peace,  and  was  fo  engaged  to  the  popifli  party,  that  all  hopes 
of  peace  were  excluded,  they  afiert.  That  though  the  King  endea- 
vored to  keep  ofi^  fufpicions,  by  fearful  oaths  and  imprecations,  con- 
cerning his  purpofe  of  maintaining  the  Proteftant  religion  ;  and  that 
great  numbers  of  the  Papifts  themfelves,  by  the  encouragement  of  their 
priefts,  had  in  fhew  conformed  themfelves  •,  yet  his  majefty  beins;  now 
grown  ftronger,  and  able,  as  he  conceived,  to  make  good  his  end  by 
arms,  his  confidence  in  that  party  did  fully  appear :  perfons  impri- 
foned  for  priefts  and  Jefuits  had  been  releafed  out  of  the  jail  of  Lan- 
cafter  ;  profeft  Papifts  had  been  invited  to  take  up  arms ;  commiflions, 
under  his  majefty's  authority,  had  been  granted  to  many  of  them,  for 
place';  of  command  in  the  war  j  [here  the  delaration  mentions  four- 
teen] that  divers  forces  were  railed  and  paid  by  the  earl  of  Worcefter . 
that  his  fon,  the  lord  Herbert,  was  made  general  of  all  South-Wales ; 
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Ann.  164Z.  Cumberland,  whom  Charles,  by  the  dcfire  of  his  friends 
in  Yorkfliire,  had  left  in  the  principal  command  over 
that  country,  found  himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  adven- 
ture the  proclaiming  the  chief  adherents  of  the  par- 
liament traitors  *. 

that  Papifts  were  armed  and  employed  in  the  North  of  England,  and    • 
advifed  and  confuked  with  •,  that  men  had  been  lent  to  Hamburgh  and 
Denmark,  to  raife  forces  there,  and  to  bring  them  over  to  join  with  the 
carl  of  Newcaftle,  and  the  army  of  Papifts  which  was  intended  to  be 
raifed  in  Newcaftle  j  that  the  King  had  received  in  his  court  Papifts 
convi(5ted  in  Ireland  of  high-treafon  •,  and  that  Jefuits  and  priefts  in  fo- 
reign parts  had  made  great  colleftions  of  money  for  the   relief  of  the 
Papifts  in  Ireland,  and  the  farthering  his  majefty's  defigns  againft  the 
parliament.     The  King,  in  two  declarations,  one  of  which  he  pub- 
lifhed  before,  and  the  other  after  the  battle  of  Edg-hill,  pofitively  de- 
nied the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions,  grounding  his  denial  of  the  releafe 
of  the  Jefuits  out  of  Lancafter  jail  on  the  fubterfuge,  that  they  had 
not  been  yet  convi^ed  as  fuch  •,  but  on  what  pretence  he  denied  the 
other,  is  not  fo  eafily  to  be  difcerned.     In  his  turn  he  accufed  the  par- 
liament of  employing  popifti  officers  and  foldiers,  in   great  numbers  ; 
of  ufing  induftry  to  corrupt  their  loyalty,  even  to  the  afluring  them, 
that  the  penal  laws  in  their  disfavor  (hould  be  repealed.     The  two 
houfes  treated  with  great  contempt   the  King's   accufation ;  and,  to 
prove  its  abfurdity,  alledged  thofe  inftances  of  feverity  they  had  (hewn 
the  Papifts,  publilhing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  lift  of  popilh  officers,  who 
had  commiffions  under  the  King's  hand,  with  a  petition  prclented  to 
him  by  the  popifti  recufants  of  the  county  of  Lancafter,  whilft  he  was 
yet  at  Shrewft)ury,  for  leave  to  provide  arms  for  his  fervice;  and  hisan- 
Iwer,  granting  the  rcqueft. 

•  This  was  returned  in  a  fevere  declaration  of  the  lord  Fairfax's, 
which  drew  from  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  a  juftification  at  length,  out  of 
which  are  taken  the  following  fpecimens  of  this  nobleman's  genius : 
"  You  charge  me,  fays  he,  with  having  invaded  the  county  of  York  ; 
an  infolent  and  prefumptuous  challenge  !  Can  the  King's  forces  be  faid  to 
make  an  invafion  in  his  own  dominions  ?  They  that  take  the  fword 
/without  lawful  calling)  ftiall  pcrilh  by  the  fword  ;  and  he  that  ftieddeth 
man'5  blood,  without  a  commiffion  from  the  King  of  heaven,  who  only 
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The  lord  Fairfax,  had  received  a  commiillon  to  com-  p:^j^ 
mand  the  parliament's  forces  *   in  thefe  parts  ;    but  torces^under 

Fairfax. 

hath  original  power  over  the  lives  of  his  creatures  (and  no  multitude  of 
men  in  the  world,  colledive  or  reprefcntative)  by  man  (liall  his  blood 
be  ihed.     1  he  fuprcme  ma-iftrate  is  God's  vicegerent,  and  beareth  not 
the  fword  in  vain  j  but  thofe  who  prefume  to  ufe  the  fword,  and  can  de- 
rive no  power  from  him,  it  were  meet  for  them  to  make  their  account 
betimes  with  God,  left  they  die  in  the  ftate  of  murderers,  both  of  tiiem- 
felves  and  others  :  my  cafe  is  clear  diff'erent  from  theirs  •,  there  may  be 
treafon  againft  the  King,   there  can  be  none  againft  them  -,  there  may  be 
forfeiture  of  eftates  to  him,  there  can  be  none  to  them.    The  King  may 
raife  arms,  and  levy  a  juft  war  ;  whatfoever  they  do,  in  that  kind,  is 
void,  by  \he  law  of  nations."     In  another  vindication  of  himielf,  for 
employing  popiHi  recufants,  he  cites  the  example  of  heathen  emperors 
and  Chriitian  potentates,  who  employed  in  their  fcrvice  thofe  who  were 
of  difterent  faith  from  themfelves  •,  and  lays,  the  point  is  not  of  their 
religion,  but  whether  they  could  be  trufted  in  point  of  fidelity  and  al- 
legiance ?  This  language  fpeaUs  very  plainly  the  principles  of  the  party; 
but  however  convincing  the  arguments  might  be  to  the  earl  of  Newcaf- 
tle, they  muft  have  ferved  in  the  prefent  junclure  rather  to  roufe  and 
irritate,  than  to  calm  and  allay  the  fears  and  jealoufies  of  the  people. 
The  parliament  is  again  taxed  by  this  noblem'an  with  having  great  nurfi- 
bers  of  Papifts  in  their  army  ;  but  thefe  were  general  accufations,  with- 
out any  attempt  at  a  proof;  fmce  neither  the  King,  the  earl  of  New- 
caftle, nor  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  who  has  the  fame  aflertion  in  his 
hiftory,  name  one  fingle  Catholic  employed  by  the  parliament,  who,  on 
their  fide^  produced  lifts  of  popifti  officers  in  the  King's  fervice,  with 
their  feveral  qualities  and  employs.     The  Papifts  might  rationally  ex- 
ped  benefit  from  ferving  the  King  •,  but  their  principles,  both  civil  and 
religious,  were  at  this  time  fo  oppofire  to  thofe  aflerted  by  the  parlia- 
ment, that  it  is  not  probable  they  could  have  been  prevailed  on  to  fight 
for  their  authority.     Rufiwcrtb. 

*  The  padiament's  party  in  Yorkftiire  had  been  drawn  into  a  con- 
vention of  neutrality  by  the  royalifts,  who  having  fent  away  feveral  re- 
criments  of  horfe  and  foot  to  the  King,  wanted  to  fecure  themfelves  from 
the  excurfions  of  the  garrifon  at  Hull  and  Pomfret  caftle.  This  con- 
vention, therefore,  being  obvioufly  to  the  advantage  of  the  enemy,  was 
broken  by  the  authority  of  parliament.     According  to  Clarendon,  if 
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Ann.  1642.  was  too  wcalc,  to  prevent  the  earl  of  Newcafllc  from 
forcing  his  way  to  York*  :  he  was  received  there  in 
great  triumph,  by  Sir  Thomas  Glemham,  whom  Charles 
had  appointed  governor  under  the  earl  of  Cumber- 
Encounter,  land  t ;  but,  in  an  encounter  at  Tadcafter,  he  was 
worded  by  the  lord  Fairfax,  whofe  valiant  fon,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Fairfax,  attacked  and  llormed  feveral  places  in  the 
polleflion  of  the  royalifts  :  among  the  chief-  of  thefe 
was  Leeds,  which  contained  five  hundred  foldicrs  of 
the  King^s  party.  Sir  Hugh  Cholmley,  another  par- 
liament commander,  beat  tlie  enemy  at  GilLorough,  • 
whilll  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  took  Bradford  by  llorm. 
The  parliament  followed  the  example  which  had  been 
fet  by  the  earl  of  Ncwcaftlc,  and  began  to  aflocinrc 
Cftuotiesaf-  tliofc  couutics  whcrc  their  party  prevailed:  tholV:  moil 
jhe"p!riia^    eminently  afFec^cd  to  them  v.'ere  the  midland  ones  |  j 

mciu. 

• 

the  parliament  had  at  firrt  appointed  a  cotiuiiandcr  in  chief,  to  unite 
their  forces  in  this  coimrry  i  or,  if  the  pride  And  jfalouly  of  Sir  John 
Hotham  had  not  prevented  him  from  feconding  and  .illUlini^c  lo'd  I'alr- 
•     fax,  all  Yorkfhire  had  been  uhfuliifcly  fubjciUd  to  their  aviilrMity, 

*  The  fouthern  parts  of  Yorklhirc  were  for  the  King  ;  the  nortlicrn 
parts,  to  the  borders  of  Sroilaiul,  for  the  parliament. 

•  -f  Or.  the  earl  of  Newcaftlc's  arrival  in  Yorkfiiirc,  wltli  three  thoii- 

fand  foot  and  feven  hundred  horl'e,  t'.e  carl  of  Curnbcj  laud  rcfigncd  to 
him  the  comn.and  i  and  Kuij^,  who,  with  Goring,  wa»  come  over  from 
Holland,  was  appointed  lieutenant- frencral  of  his  army,  and  Goring 
general  of  the  horfe.  The  parliament  complained  that  the  King,  in 
his  commiJT'on  to  govern  the  northern  counticxj  attested  to  ercd  a  pro- 
vincial government  in  the  North,  clearly  againll  the  common  law,  and 
the  iudf^:TJcnt  given  in  parliament  for  the  taking  away  the  court  of  York. 
Car.  liJfi.  vol.  11.  p.  108.    VarL  Ujft.  vol  XI.  p,  591. 

J  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge  and  Ely  were  aflbtiaccd  under  the 
Icrti  G.-^ey  of  Werk.    JVkiiUzk,  pw  6j. 

they 


they  had  fmarted  molT:  for  profecutions  for  fbrip-nioney ;  Ann.  9421. 
and,  by  their  nearer  neighborhood  to  the  capital,  had 
been  more  under  the  lafli  of  the  llar-ch amber,  and 
council-board  tyranny,  than  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  fuch  as  Wales,  Cornwall,  Lancafliire,  Che- 
lliire,  and  Cumberland  ;  places  much  infcilcd  with  Pa- 
pills,  and  where  property  being  very  imequally  divided, 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  large  fortunes,  who 
were  mofl  of  them  tainted  with  arbitrary  principles, 
civil  and  ecclcfiaftic,  had  great  weight.  In  ihefe 
counties  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  except  the 
tnident,  declared  for  the  King*.  Nantwich  inChcfliirc 
zm\  Mandicfter  in  Lancaihirc,  rwo  great  mercantile 
town$,  alllrtcd  the  authority  of  parliament  t-      Nor- 

*  In  the  midbnd  couoiies,  the  King,  by  the  inj«K3ieioui  eoedudcf 
the  brd  Svf^  h»d  prtiier\*cd  to  himfclf  Oxford  (  and  (he  e^rl  of  RHcx*! 
wxnt  of  fptric  and  a^ivUy  occtfioncd  Binbury  u>d  Reading  to  fall  iaco 
bis  hftXKb:  be  Rarrifoncd  ihcfe  towns,  with  \V.i!Sinffford»  a  pliceofirn- 
pofUacc  within  eight  miks  of  Oxford,  and  Brill  on  the  edge  oi  Buck- 
inghitmlKir^ ;  and  ihu«  con^manded  l\\  OzfordQiire  entire,  and  1  (^rcxc 
pan  of  Btrk(h-7c»  Bn1l  .itkI  BanUir>'  gVving  htm  fofltie  influoicc  On 
BaKkinohirnlhire  and  NonhamptojtOiire  After  his  rcnarn  to  Oxford,  his 
tn>op<  took  MiHborough  in  Vi*i{tl>)irr,  within  t^^ent}*  miVtof  Oxfccd» 
a  town  v^ell  afVedcd  to  the  pftr1i2La)ccr^  and  JucJy  gAtrifbned ;  and  which 
ttlkii»g  a  brave  C&etcncc,  was  aJmotl  ail  burnt  in  the  ftClion ;  icadlbrdcd 
c;reftt  pQlage  to  the  encmj*,  who  indiicriruin4Cc)}r  plundefcd  fricfxlt  and 
to«.   CUr.  Hifi.  vol.  11,  p.  63,  i^  fti, 

f  Tbcfc  advjiMifiei  proceeded  from  ihc  ini^^vii^  of  the  earl  of  Der- 
bjr,  to  whom  the  King  had  given  n  cconruinion  to  coinnund  in  thc^ 
fwo  oountirt,  bo(  without  leiviog  othsr  force  than  hU  incerefl  and  au- 
thority ;  "  For,  £iy5  Clarendon,  a$  a  great  pjrt  of  Lancafhirc  conliUtxl 
kA  Papilla,  it  wat  eonfkkntlj  beliered  thK  there  was  doc  o&e  voin  of 
ten,  throughout  (he  county>  «{»  meant  not  to  be  dutiful  acd  loyal  to 
the  King.**  TIm  faoie  authoc  tells  us^  that  io  hird  wis  the  K»|»*«  cott- 
diiton»  (hat  though  he  knew  hia  fmall  fiKCc^  in  Lancalliirt  proceeded 
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Ann.  1642.  thampton,  inNorthamptonfhirc ;  and  Coventry,  and  Kil- 
lingworth,  in  Wurwiclliirc,  were  garrilbned  by  the 
two  houfes  ;  the  lord  Grey,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Stam- 
ford, was  mailer  of  Leiceiler  * ;  Sir  John  GcU  fortified 
Derb\'  againil  the  King  ;  and  the  fliires  of  Derby,  Staf- 
ford, and  Leiceiler,  joined  in  an  ailociation,  under  the 
lord  Brook,  one  of  the  greateil  partizans  of  Liberty 
this  generous  age  produced. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  advantages,  the  caui'e  of 
Freedom  was,  in  this  hoilile  controverfy,  in  too  dan- 
gerous a  ilate  for  the  parliament  not  to  defire  a  peace 
on  any  terms  that  could  give  a  rational  fecurity  for  the 
prciervation  of  the  conilitution,  as  improved  and  ex- 
plained by  the  acls  which  had  paiTed  this  fellions.  Torn 
by  factions  among  themfelves,  and  dreading  the  im- 
provement of  the  King's  force  by  the  arrival  of  the 
queen,  who  was  daily  expcdled  with  a  large  fupply'of 
money,  arms,  and  ammunition,  the  two  houfes,  ac- 
cording to  the  King's  invitation  from  Reading,  made 
Applications  auotlicr  application  to  him  for  peace.   The  lord-may oiv 

to  the  Kiug  ^  *  •!       -  1  1        1    •     • 

for  peace,      aldcrmcn,   and  common-council  ol:  London  had  joined 

from  the  want  of  conduct,  and  a  vigorous  and  expert  commander,  yet 
he  thought  it  not  lafe  to  make  any  alteration,  left  the  earl  fhould  ma- 
nifcft  what  he  could  do  againlt  him,  though  he  coukl  do  little  for  him : 
however,  the  lord  Captl  being  fent  with  a  commifTion  of  lieutenant- 
general  over  Shropfhire,  Chelhire,  and  North-Wales,  which  had  joined 
in  an  aflbciation  for  the  King,  the  parliament's  friends  were  prevented 
from  fending  alTiftance  to  the  lord  Fairfax.  ClanndorCs  liiJlor)\  vol.  II. 
p.  112,   ^ ft-q. 

♦  The  lord  Grey  received  fume  oppofitlon  in  Leicefterfhire  fro  m 
colonel  Hafting-s  younger  fon  to  the  earl  of  Huntingdon.  Oar.  Utjl. 
vol.  II   p.  1 13. 
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in  a  petition,  to  invite  the  King  back  to  the  parliament;  Ann.  1642. 
but  as  the  defire  of  the  city,  cxpreiTed  in  this  petition, 
was,  that  Charles  (liould  not  come  as  a  conqueror,    at 
the  head  of  a  rapacious  info^-nt  army,  but  that  dif- 
uniting  himfelf  from  tliofe  who  wiflicd  ill  to  the  peace 
and  liberty  of  the  country,  he  fliould  put  himfelf  on 
the  affections  of  the  parliament  and  city,    it  was  rc- 
je(5led  with  a  higher  degree  of  haughtinefs  and  dif- 
dain  than  had  been  a  petition  of  the  like  nature  from 
the  parliament  *.     After  a  general  profcffion,   that  he 
never  entertained  any  mifapprchenfion  of   the  loyalty 
of    the   city  of   London,  he  reprefented  all  the  irre- 
gular ads   which  provocation,   policy,   and   ncccflity, 
had  occafioncd   in  this   metropolis,   as  outrages  of  fo 
tremendous  a  nature,   that  they  called  down  the  im- 
mediate vengeance    of  God,    unlcfs   the    city   v/culd 
purge   itfelf  of  guilt,  by  delivering  up  to  him   their 
pretended  lord-mayor  f,   and  other  leaders,    who    he 
had  particularly  marked  as   traitors  in  his  proclama- 
tions J;    he  gracioufly  offered  pardon  to  the  reft,   and 
to  give  them  the  honor  of  his  prefence,  when  they 

*  A  petition  of  a  different  nature  from  this  was,  by  the  King's  party 
in  the  city,  prefented  to  the  upper  houfe  for  a  peace  :  the  Commons 
had  rejeded  it,  as  having  been  procured  by  undue  means  -,  and  the 
lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common -council  protcfted  againft  it.  "  They 
had,  they  faid,  damned  it  by  a  public  a6l,  and  did  defire,  that  when 
hereafter  any  petition  came  to  parliament,  in  the  name  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  was  not  attefted  by  the  hand  of  the  town-clerk,  it  might 
be  rejeded,  and  not  efteemed  as  a  petition  from  the  city.  Pari.  Hiji. 
vol.  XII.  p.  103. 

■\  The  King  denies  that  Pennington  was  a  legal  magiftrate. 

t  Ven,  Foulkc,  and  Man  waring. 
Vol.  m.  ■     Fff  fliould 
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A.n.  .64..   fliould  put  tliemfelves  in  a  proper  pofture  to  receive 
him,  with  a  warning,  that  whofoever  fhould  licnce- 
torwarcl  coiuribxuc,  by  the  payment  of  tonnage  and 
poundage,  or  any  other  tax,  on  what  pretence  of  au- 
thority focvcr,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  army  under 
the  command  of   the  earl  of    Effex,  muft  expe<?t  the 
levereft  punifhmcnt  the  law  could  inflid ;  and    in  the 
mean  time,  that  his  majefty  would  feize  upon  any  part 
of  his  eftate  within  his  power ;  and,  fince  he  denied  to 
his  majefty  the  duty  and  benefit  of  his  fubjection   his 
majefly  would  deny  to  him  the  benefit  of  his  protec 
t.on ;  and  fliould  fignify  to  his  foreign  minifters,  that 
fuch  perfon  Ihould  receive  no  advantage  from  beins 
his  fubjedl.     On  the  rhetoric  of  this  anfwer,  fo  entirely 
in  the  ftyle  of  a  conqueror,   to  a  city  powerful  like 
London,  and  fruitful  of  refources,  did  Charles  fo  much 
depend,  that  when  he  delivered  it  to  that  committee 
of  aldermen  who  prefented  him  the  petition,  he  told 
them.  It  was  his  exprcfs  command,    that  it  fliould  be 
read  publicly  at  a  common-hall,  and  before  the  people* 
The  lord-mayor  did  not  hefitate  to  obey,  in  this  par- 
nculaiS  the  royal  injundion,  having  obtained  the  con- 
lent  of  both  houfes,    who  appointed  a  committee  of 
Lords  and  Commons  to  be  prefent  when  the  King's  an- 

•  The  King  was  fo  earned  on  this  point,  that,  left  his  anfwer  (houIJ 
be  ii>pprefled  by  the  committee,  he  fent  it  by  one  caDtain  H.^l 
jvhofe  father.  Sir  Edward  Heron.  high-.herifFof  L  ncolnfc  "  "  ™": 
been  voted  a  delmquent,  for  executing  the  commtmon  of  a  ray  t^f 
young  man  (hewed  a  great  unwillingnels  to  render  himfelf  no^o'us  to 
he  party,  and  refufed.  till  he  was  much  prefled  by  the  lor.l  mayor  Ind 
.he  comnnttce,  to  read  the  King's  anfwer,  intimating,  that  hircom 

vol  xii":    '  %  .''■""  "^ ''"'' '°  ""=  ■'^^'^•'-y--  ^'"■'-  5. 

vol.  Ail.  p.  12  2,    (^/eq.  -^ 

fwer 


Ru(h  worth, 
vol.  V. 
p.  113. 
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fwer  was  read,  in  a  full  afTembly  of  people.   Mr.  Pym,  Ar 
by  direaion  of  parliament,  in  a  long  fpeccli  acknow- 
leged  the  generous,  magnanimous  condueS:  of  the  city, 
and  their fleady adherence  to  the  principles  of  Liberty: 
he  avowed,  that  all  thofe  anions  with  which  they  had 
h^Q:\\  reproached  by  the  King,  had  been  done  in  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  of  parliament :   he  vindicated 
thofe  commands,  and  ihewed,  that  the  King's  anfwer 
was  a  libel,  fluffed  with  fcandalous,   injurious  aflbr- 
tions  on  the  two  refpediable  bodies  of   parliament  and 
city  *:  On  the  threatening  part  of  the  anfwer,  he  faid, 
that  the  danger  arifmg  from  thofe  ill  councils  that  in- 
fluenced the  King,   could  not  be  kept  off  but  by  the 
power  of  arms  ;  and  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  were 

^  *  On  the  King's  afTcrtion,  That  he  was  driven  by  tumults  out  of  the 
city,  Mr.  Pym  remembered  the  company  of  the  King's  going  the  day 
after  his  attempt  to  fdze  the  members  into  the  citv,  without  a  guard  -, 
and  his  refiding  divers  days  at  White-hall,  Hampton  Court,  and  Wind- 
for,  wuh<xit  any  attempt  which  could  give  him  apprehenfion  of  fear :  On 
his  accufmg  the  two  houfes  of  deftroying  the  property  of  the  fubjed:, 
by  takmg  away  the  twentieth  part  by  an  arbitrary  power,  Mr.  Pym 
obferved,  that  there  was  little  reafon  for  this  objedion,  on  his  majelty's 
behalf,  when  it  was  well  known,  that  from  the  fubjeclis  that  were  within 
the  power  of  his  army,  he  did  take  the  full  yearly  value  of  their  lands, 
and  in   fome  cafes  more ;  that  not  oiilv  particular  houfes,  but  whole 
towns,  had  been  plundered  by  command  and  delign  ;  and  that  by  pro- 
clamations  men  were  declared  to  forfeit  all  their  eilatcs,  becaule  they 
would  not  obey  arbitrary  commands:  To  the  King's  declararion,  that 
he  expeded  to  be  kept  from  tumults  and  affronts,  Mr.  Pvm  obferved 
thathis  majelly'sexpreirions,in  his  anfver,  tending  to  the  makincr  adivi- 
fionm  thcc.ty,  and  to  theraifingaparty,  which  might  make  diihnbances 
m  the  orderly  government  now  eltablifhed  in  it,  would  be  more  pre- 
judicial to  his  quiet  abode  in  London   than  any  thincr  that  had  ever 
been  adcd  by  the  houfes  of  parliament,  or  the  prefent  governors  of 
the  city.  ^ 

Fff.  li, 
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Ann.  1642.  fo  far  from  being  frighted  by  his  menaces,  that  they 
had  declared  a  farther  contribution  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  army ;  and  hoped  for  the  continuance 
of  the  good  affedions  of  the  city ;  and  that  they  would 
add,  to  what  they  had  already  done,  fomc  farther  con- 
tributions towards  the  fupport  of  thofe  forces  main- 
tained for  their  fafcty. 

1 

The  fevere  and  fpiritcd  animadverfions  which  fell 
from  Mr.  Pyni,  were  received  with  fo  general  an  ap- 
plaufe,  followed  by  a  chearful  declaration,  that  the  ci- 
tizens would  live  and  die  with  the  two  houfcs  of  par- 
liament *,  that  the  King,  who  expected  that  his  party  in 
London  v/ould  have  been  enabled  to  exert  themfelves 
powerfully  on  the  occafion,  full  of  rage  and  difappoint- 
ment,  fent  an  angry  declaration  to  the  ihcriiTs  of  London, 
in  which  he  required  the  mailer  and  wardens  of   the 

•  Clarendon,  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  a  previous  obfervation,  that 
the  humors  of  the  people,  when  obftnifted,  break  out  with  the  greater 
violence,  fuppofes  this  not  to  be  the  effed  of  inclination,  but  reftraint. 
In  the  printed  account  of  this  bufinefs  it  is  laid,  that  after  the  King's 
anfwer  had  been  read  once  on  the  Huftings,  and  then  in  the  Clock- 
houfe,  an  inconfidrrable  company,  near  the  door,  made  feme  offers 
towards  an  acclamation  ;  bi.t  finding  no  expedcd  eccho  to  anfwer  their 
Ihouf,  they  wound  up  in  a  little  modefiy  and  a  great  deal  of  filence : 
That,  at  the  end  of  every  period  of  Mr.  Pym's  fpeech,  the  applaufe 
was  fo  great,  that  he  was  fain  to  reft  'till  filence  was  again  made  ;  and 
when,  at  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  he  de fired  the  citizcns°to  declare,'  that 
they  would  proted  thofe  of  their  members  who  had  been  demanded 
by  the  King,  thefe  wo.ds  were  no  fooner  uttered  than  followed  a  loud 
and  continual  acclamation,  which  refolved  itfelf  into  the  more  articu- 
late and  didina  found,  "  We  will  live  and  die  with  them;  we  will 
live  and  die  with  them.'*  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XIL  p.  127,  6r  feq.  Gar, 
Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  83,  89. 

fcvcral 


fcveral  companies  to  fummon  their  members,   and  to  am.  1642. 
read,  in  their  feveral  halls,  his  fore-mentioned  anfwer 
and  this  declaration,  in  which  he  tells  the  citizens  not 
to  look  upon  Ifaac  Pennington  as  their  lord-mayor,  and 
direds  the  IherifFs.  to  commit  him,  with  the  aldermen 
Ven,  Foulke,  Manwaring,  to  fafe  cuilody.    As  the  King 
thus  endeavored  to  excite  the  people  to  rife  againfl  their 
magiHrates,  and  to  produce  a  fcene  of  confufion  which 
fhould  facilitate  his  triumphant  entry,  the  parliament, 
fearing  the  flrength  and  activity  of  his  party,  com- 
manded the  Hieriffs  not  to  aflcmble  at  their  halls,  ac- 
cording to  the  King's  order ;   and  as  he  had  declared 
to  the   committee   of  aldermen,  that  he  would  fend 
meflengers  to  obferve   the  carriage  of  the  city,    and, 
by  private  agents  fent  to  London,  kept  a  conllant  cor- 
refpondence  with  his  party,  the  two  houfes  made  a 
declaration,  that  all  perfons  coming  from  the  King's 
quarters  to  London,  without  a  fafe-conduA,   fliould  be 
treated  as  fpies.      At  the  fame  time  an  order  paiTed, 
that  no  carriers  or  waggoners  lliould  be  permitted   to 
o-o  to  Oxford,  or  elfe-where,  without  fpecial  licence  from 
the  parliament. 

Though  the  King's  latecondud  carried  fymptoms 
little  favorable  to  the  fuccefs  of  die  determined  appli- 
cation, yet  the  two  houfes  wrote  to  the  King  for  a 
fafe-conducl  for  commifTioners  they  had  appointed  to 
carry  to  him  propofitions  of  peace :  and,  when  a  fafe- 
condua  was  peremptorily  refufed  to  the  lord  Say,  one  of 
the  nominated  commiihoners,  on  the  fame  pretence  on 
which  Sir  John  Evelyn  had  been  before  refufed,  fo 
(Irons  was  the  party  in  parliament  for  a  treaty,   iliat^ 

lacri- 
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facriiking  the  moll  iniportant  puiuT:!!!,,.  ■  . 
■Icfoc-  of  pccc.,  ,„c  .L  ho„,K    ^'2  ,   „!^  "f"" 

;,;».  w=s  ,„,,  i„  .i.cprcfrti»  ?,;;!;"  Tj 

■".V  ,o,„e  p,oro.v.,io„„,  ■„ec„„.li.u.i„„  li'^^r; 

t.'ie  vilccunts   Wenman  and   I1„nV  ^^  ^''''^"''y.  and   Holland  j 

atter  the  example  of  Sir  John   E.elvn    had^  J   rT"'     ^°"' ^'>^' 

uodddifpenfewich  his  ,ej,ce  a,  cot    -^r    t  .h  "  ""=   ^"l!' 
not    be  interrupted.     The   T  nn^-^   .         •  ^  ^'"^^'y   "^^gf^t 

precedennre„cLdontIeM;rX"t-",'''^^   '"^';''  '"^^   '"''= 
to  lord  Say,  either  to  go  or  ft"     L  he  mt  if  °P'f ""''"''  ^'^^  i^  freely 

vol.  XII.  p. ,  87.      "        ^ '    ^"  '^""''^  ''""'^  P'°P''-   P''ri.  nil 

t  Icis  difficult  to  determine  what  terms    in,!,-       r       r 
afihirs,  could  have  fecured  the  fr  edorof  the  tl     "'  '^""'°"  °^ 
it  from  being  totally  del' roved  bv  It^V     the  conl   tufon.  or  refcued 

this  .aa.on  had  upcn  a  t.-eaty  regained  their  legidative  priviL?  !' „, 
jority  of  parliament  would  have  been  fo-med  for  rh/v       ^  ^J-  .  ^" 
al.  probability,  would  no:  only  have  relTated  hi       uX:  £  '". 

|heKin,  him^elfto^hepar,ian^„^::mml  etl;Tt::^""x;^^ 
had  as  much  <nclmaton,  as  he   had  more  ri.ht  to  fears  and  ^l     r 

.han  the  parliament,  he  might  with  more  reafon.  he  f::^^^!":^ 
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that  cpifcopacy  fliould  be  utterly  aboliflicd,   and  that  ^pn.  ,5,^. 
ecclefiaftical  controverfies  lliould  be  determined  by  their 
aflemblv  of  divines  *. 


on  an  addition  of  power,  as  a  fccurity  to  enable  him  to  keep  his  forts 
when  he  had  them,  lince  it  appeared  it  was  not  fo  great,  but  that  the/ 
had  been  able  to  take  them  from  him,  than  they  to  make  any  difiiculiy 
to  reftore  them  to  him,  in  the  fame  cafe  they  were  before.  Ckr.  Hijh 
vol.  II.  p.  171. 

*  In  the  preamble  to  the  propofitions,  the  parliament  declare  their 
.fears  and  dangers  continued  and  increafed,  by  the  raifing,  drawin<T  to- 
gether and  arming  great  numbers  of  Papifts,  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Newcaftle  ;  likewifc  by  the  making  the  lord  Herbert  of 
Ragland,  and  other  known  Papifis,  the  commanders  of  great  forces, 
whereby  many  grievous  oppreflions,  rapines,  and  cruelties,  had  been 
and  were  daily  exercifed  on  the  efcates  and  properties  of  tlie  fubjed: 
The  propofitions  were  as  follow  : 

That  the   armies,  on  both  fides,  bedifbanded  ;  and  the  Kino-  return 
to  the  parliament. 

That  delinquents   be  left  to  a  legal  trial,  and  judgment  of  parlia- 


ment. 


That  Papids  be  difarmed. 

That  the  royal  aficnt  be  given  to  the  following  bills : 

For  taking  away  fuperftitious  innovations. 

For  the  utter  abolilhing  and  taking  away  of  archbifliops,  bifliops, 
deans,  &c. 

Againfl  fcandalous  minifters,  againft  pluralities. 

For  confultation  to  be  had  with  godly,  religious,  and  learned  divines  • 
and  that  his  majefty  be  pleafed  to  promife  to  pafs  fuch  other  bills  for 
the  fettling  the  church-government  as,  upon  confultation  with  the 
adembly  of  the  faid  divines,  (hall  be  refolved  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
fiamenr. 

That  an  oath  may  be  eftabliOied,  by  ad  of  parliament,  for  the  bet- 
ter and  fpeedier  conviction  of  recufants  j  and  that  his  majefty  be  pleafed 
to  confent  to, 

I.  A  bill  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  Papifts  by  Proteftants. 

II.  To  a  bill  for  the  true  levying  of  the  penalties  againft  recufants  i 
and  that  the  penalties  be  levied  in  futh  manner  as  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament ftiall  as^ree  on. 

III.  To 
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Ann.  1642.        Whether  the  eager  defirc  of  peace  which  pofTcfled 
the  major  part  of  the  parliament,  and  particularly  the 

III.  To  a  bill,  whereby  the  pradice  of  Papifls  againfl:  the  ftate  may 
be  prevented. 

That  the  earl  of  Briftol,  and  the  lord  Herbert,  be  removed  from  his 
majefty's  council  and  court  -,  and  that  they  may  not  bear  office  or  em- 
ployment concerning  the  ftate  and  commonwealth. 

That  the  militia  be  fettled  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fliall  be  agreed  on  by 
both  houfes. 

That  fuch  perfons  as  have  been  put  out  of  the  commilTion  of  peace. 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  from  being  Cuftodes  Rotulorum,  fmce  the  firft 
day  of  April,  1642,  other  than  fuch  as  were  put  out  by  defire  of  par- 
liament, may  be  rcftored ;  and  fuch  perfons  put  out  of  thofe  commif- 
fions  and  offices  as  ftiall  be  excepted  againft  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament. 

That  a  bill  be  paflcd,  to  vindicate  and  fecure  the  privileges  of  par* 
liament  from  the  ill  confequence  of  the  late  precedent,  in  the  pro- 
ceedings againfl:  the  lord  Kimbokon  and  the  five  members  of  the 
Commons*  houfe. 

That  the  royal  alTent  be  given  unto  fuch  ads  as  (hall  be  advifed  by 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  for  the  latisfying  the  debts  and  damages 
whereby  they  have  engaged  the  public  taich  of  the  kingdom. 

That  a  flrid  alliance  be  entered  into  with  the  ft:ates  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  other  dates  of  the  Protcftant  religion. 

That  all  orTences  comniictcd  before  the  tenth  of  January,  J641" 
which  have  or  fhall  be  qutitioned  in  parliament  before  the  tenth  of 
January,  1643,  fliall  be  cxcrp:ed  out  of  the  general  pardon-,  which 
oHlnCvTS  (hall  neverthslefs  be  tiken  and  adjudged  to  be  fully  difchargcd, 
againft  all  inferior  courts :  That  there  (hall  be  an  exception  of  offences 
committed  by  any  perfons  v.hich  have  had  an  hand  in  the  Iriffi  rebel- 
lion ;  and  an  exception  of  William  earl  of  Newcaftle,  and  George  lord 
Dighy. 

That  his  majcfty  be  plcafed  to  reftore  fuch  members  of  parliament 
which  have  been  put  out  of  place  fmce  the  beginning  of  parliament, 
that  they  may  receive  fatisfaclion  and  reparation  for  thofe  places  ;  and 
thiit  all  others  may  be  rcftored  to  their  offices  and  employments,  who 
have  been  put  out  of  the  fame,  upon  any  difpleafure  conceived  againft 
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upper  houfe,   had  deceived  them  into  an  opinion  that  Ann.  1642. 
Charles  was  fincere  when  he  profefled  an  inclination 

them,  for  obeying  the  commands  of  parliament,  or  for  any  occafion 
arifing  from  the  difference  betwixt  his  majefty  and  the  parliament. 

That  your  majefty  be  pleafed  to  appoint  Sir  John  Brampfton  chief- 
juftice  of  your  court  of  King's-Bench,  William  Lenthall,  Efq*,  mafter 
of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Serjeant  Wild  chief-baron  of  your  court  of  Exche- 
quer, Mr.  Seijeant  Rolle  and  Atkins  juftices  of  the  King*s-Bench,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Pheafant  one  of  the  juftices  of  your  court  of  Common-Pleas, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Crefwell,  Brown,  and  Palefton,  barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer i  and  that  the  lord-chief  juftice  Banks,  Mr.  Juftice  Bacon,  Reeves, 
Fofter,  be  continued  in  their  offices ;  and  that  all  the  judges  of  the  k- 
veral  courts  hold  their  places  quamdiufe  bene  gejferint, 

Brampfton,  on  the  pretence  that  he  ftood  bound  by  recognizance  to  at- 
tend the  parliament,  on  an  accufation  againft  him,  having  excufed  himfelf 
from  fitting  on  a  commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  attaint  the  earl  of 
Effex,  and  others,  of  high-treafon,  had  been  removed  from  his  office,  and 
Heath  appointed  chief  juftice  in  his  ftead  ;  but  that  the  fupple  Banks, 
that  infamous  tool  of  power,  who  had  afferted  fuch  treafonable  arguments 
againft  the  privilege  of  the  people,  in  defence  of  the  right  of  the  crown  to 
taxation,  fhould  be  in  the  lift  of  the  judges  to  be  continued,  does  little  ho- 
nor to  the  parliament.    On  the  confideration  of  the  propofitions  of  peace 
to  be  fent  to  the  King,  a  vote  having  paffed  the  upper  houfe,  that  thofe 
only  who  had  been  impeached  before  the  firft  of  January  laft,  fhould  be 
proceeded   againft  in   parliament,   the  peers   Warwic,  Peterborough, 
Manchefter,  Say  and  Seal,  Wharton,  Bolinbroke,  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham,  Brook,  and  Grey  de  Werk,  for  the  following  reafons  entered  their 
protefts :  "  Becaufe  we  conceive  it  improper  for  this  houfe  to  move  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  flopping  of  their  proceedings  by  impeach- 
ments ;  and  that  it  doth  not  only  give  encouragement  to  a  king  to  at- 
tempt the  like  ftoppage  of  juftice  by  force,  and  from  this  precedent  to 
ftand  upon  the  protecting  of  perfons  impeached,  but  to  fubje<5b  alfo 
who  may  be  induced  to  undertake  any  thing,  in  hope  of  impunity,  even 
from  the  defires  of  this  houfe,  which  hath  not  demanded  any  one  of 
diofe  to  be  left  to  trial,  who,  fince  his  majefty's  going  to  York,  have 
been  impeached  of  high-treafon,  for  adual  levying  war  againft  the  King 
and  kingdom."     Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  XII.  p.  103,  ^  feq^,  147,  ^  feq^. 
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Ann.  1642.        Whether  the  eager  clcflrc  of  peace  which  poficfled 
the  major  part  of  the  parliament,   and  particularly  the 

III.  To  a  bill,  whereby  the  pra*^ice  of  Papifts  againfl  the  flate  may 
be  prevented. 

That  the  earl  of  Briftol,  and  the  lord  Herbert,  be  removed  from  his 
majefty's  council  and  court  -,  and  that  they  may  not  bear  office  or  em- 
ployment concerning  the  (late  and  commonwealth. 

That  the  militia  be  fettled  in  luch  a  manner  as  (lull  be  agreed  on  by 
both  houfcs. 

That  luch  perfons  as  have  been  put  out  of  the  commifilon  of  peace. 
Oyer  and  I'crminer,  or  from  being  Cudodes  Rotulorum,  fmce  the  firft 
day  of  April,  1642,  other  than  hich  as  were  put  out  by  defire  of  par- 
liament, may  be  rcftored  j  and  luch  perfons  put  out  of  thofe  commif- 
ftons  and  offices  as  (hall  be  excepted  againft  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament. 

That  a  bill  be  pa(red,  to  vindicate  and  fecure  the  privileges  of  par* 
Ilament  from  the  ill  confcqucnce  of  the  late  precedent,  in  the  pro- 
ceedings againfl:  the  lord  Kii-nbokon  and  the  live  members  of  the 
Commons*  houl'e. 

That  the  royal  afTent  be  given  unto  fuch  acts  as  Qiall  be  advifed  by 
both  houfcs  of  parliament,  for  the  fatii^fvingr  the  debts  and  damao^es 
whereby  th.ty  have  engaged  the  public  fii:h  of  tiie  kingdom. 

That  a  ftriLl  allianct;  be  entered  into  v;ith  the  ftates  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  other  ilnCvS  of  the  ProteiUnt  relision. 

That  all  oHences  committed  before  the  tenth  of  January,  .»64i 
which  have  or  (liall  be  l]i  dlioncd  in  j  p.rliament  before  the  tenth  of 
January,  164J,  iliall  be  txc-p.ed  out  of  the  general  pardon  j  which 
oiilnccs  (hall  neverthi:lefs  be  t.ktn  inv.l  adjudged  to  be  fully  difcharged, 
againd  all  inferior  courts :  That  there  (liall  be  an  exception  of  o(fences 
committed  by  any  perfons  v.hich  have  had  an  hand  in  the  lri(h  rebel- 
lion ;  and  an  exception  of  William  carl  of  Newcaltle,  and  George  lord 
Di 
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Tl:at  his  mnivfty  be  pkafed  to  reftore  fuch  members  of  parliament 
which  have  been  put  out  of  place  fmce  the  beginning  of  parliament, 
that  tliey  may  receive  latisfaclion  and  reparation  for  thofe  places ;  and 
th.it  all  others  may  be  rcftored  to  their  offices  and  employments,  who 
have  been  put  out  of  the  faine,  upon  any  difpleafure  conceived  againfl: 

them. 


upper  houfe,   had  deceived  them  into  an  opinion  that  Ann.  1642. 
Charles  was  fincere  when  he  profefled  an  inclination 

them,  for  obeying  the  commands  of  parliament,  or  for  any  occafion 
arifing  from  the  difference  betwixt  his  majefty  and  the  parliament. 

That  your  majefty  be  pleafed  to  appoint  Sir  John  Brampfton  chief- 
juftice  of  your  court  of  King*s-Bench,  William  Lenthall,  Efq-,  mafter 
of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Serjeant  Wild  chief-baron  of  your  court  of  Exche- 
quer, Mr.  Serjeant  Rolle  and  Atkins  juftices  of  the  King*s-Bench,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Pheafant  one  of  the  juftices  of  your  court  of  Common-Pleas, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Crefwell,  Brown,  and  Palefton,  barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer ;  and  that  the  lord-chief-juftice  Banks,  Mr.  Juftice  Bacon,  Reeves, 
Fofter,  be  continued  in  their  offices  ;  and  that  all  the  judges  of  the  fe- 
veral  courts  hold  their  places  quamdiufe  bene  gejferint. 

Brampfton,  on  the  pretence  that  he  ftood  bound  by  recognizance  to  at- 
tend the  parliament,  on  an  accufation  againft  him,  having  excufed  himfelf 
from  fitting  on  a  commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  attaint  the  earl  of 
EfTex,  and  others,  of  high-treafon,  had  been  removed  from  his  office,  and 
Heath  appointed  chief  juftice  in  his  ftead -,  but  that  the  fupple  Banks, 
that  infamous  tool  of  power,  who  had  afTerted  fuch  treafonable  arguments 
againft  the  privilege  of  the  people,  in  defence  of  the  right  of  the  crown  to 
taxation,  (hould  be  in  the  lift  of  the  judges  to  be  continued,  does  little  ho- 
nor to  the  parliament.  On  the  confideration  of  the  propofitions  of  peace 
to  be  fent  to  the  King,  a  vote  having  pafTed  the  upper  houfe,  that  thofe 
only  who  had  been  impeached  before  the  firft  of  January  laft,  fhould  be 
proceeded  againft  in  parliament,  the  peers  Warwic,  Peterborough, 
Manchefter,  Say  and  Seal,  Wharton,  Bolinbroke,  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham,  Brook,  and  Grey  de  Werk,  for  the  following  reafons  entered  their 
protefts  :  "  Becaufe  we  conceive  it  improper  for  this  houfe  to  move  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  ftopping  of  their  proceedings  by  impeach- 
ments ;  and  that  it  doth  not  only  give  encouragement  to  a  king  to  at- 
tempt the  like  ftoppage  of  juftice  by  force,  and  from  this  precedent  to 
ftand  upon  the  protecting  of  perfons  impeached,  but  to  fubjeds  alfo 
who  may  be  induced  to  undertake  any  thing,  in  hope  of  impunity,  even 
from  the  defires  of  this  houfe,  which  hath  not  demanded  any  one  of 
diofe  to  be  left  to  trial,  who,  fince  his  majefty 's  going  to  York,  have 
been  impeached  of  high-treafon,  for  adual  levying  war  againft  the  King 
and  kingdom."     Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  XII.  p.  103,  ^  feq.  147^  £sfy^^. 
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Ann.  1642.  to  clofe  the  fcene  of  blood ;  or  whether  they  had  a 
meaner  opinion  of  the  flrength  of  his  party  than  was 
entertained  at  the  councils  at  Oxford ;  or  whether  this 
negociation  was  only  fet  on  foot,  to  convince  their 
party,  that  there  was  a  neceility  to  fupply  the  expencc 
of  the  war  in  a  manner  that  fliould  enable  them  to 
profecute  it  with  more  vigor  than  it  had  been  hitherto 
carried  on ;  or  whether  the  popular  leaders  gave  way  to 
the  importunities  of  thofe  who  clamored  for  a  treaty, 
on  purpofe  to  expofe  to  the  public  the  height  of  the 
King's  pretenfions  * :     whether   one  of  thefe  caufes, 

*  What  were  the  pretenfions  of  the  King  and  his  party,  may  be 
Jifcovered  from  lord  Briftors  fpeech,  on  the  occafion  of  the  parlia- 
ment's propofitions  for  peace  :  "  Is  it  fit  for  a  King,  fays  he,  to  beo- 
peace  of  his  fubjeds  ?  for  the  regal  authority,  the  immediate  figure 
of  heaven,  and  the  deity  on  earth,  todefcend  from  its  fupreme  heir>ht ; 
and,  as  it  were,  to  derive  its  power  from  a  fubordinate  power  derived 
from  its  bounty  ?  That  were  to  invert  and  vitiate  the  courfe  of  nature,  to 
enforce  the  caufe  to  give  place  to  its  efl=e<5V,  the  fun  to  acknowledge  his 
all-quickening  heat  and  light  emergent  from  the  terreftial  fires,  created, 
as  it  were,  and  ifluing  from  his  influence.  In  Spain,  where  the  long 
time  I  refided  there  as  ambaflador,  afforded  me  privilege  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  that  kingdom,  in  no  age  nor  record  can 
icarcely  be  found  mention  of  inteftine  and  civil  wars,  till  thele  very 
years,  when  all  the  world  labours  with  difltnfions  :  the  reafon  is,  becaule 
they  are  truly  fubjefts,  and  the  fovereign  truly  a  fovereign  -,  and  fince 
the  ftate  here  will  neither  be  fo  to  the  King,  nor  fufi'er  the  King  to  be 
fo  to  them,  my  reafon  tells  me,  they  fhould  be  compelled  to  it.  It  is  no 
difhonor  to  fubjeds  to  condefcend  to  any  propofitions  to  their  King,  but 
it  is  an  excefiive  declenfion  and  diminution  to  his  Majefty's  royalty,  to- 
fubmit  himfelf  to  his  fubje<5ls  :  my  opinion  therefore  is,  with  all  hu- 
mility to  his  majefty.  That  he  neither  propound  to  the  parliament,  nor 
receive  from  them  any  condition  of  peace,  but  fuch  as  (hall  abfolutely 
comply  with  the  regal  dignity  and  prerogative,  which  God  and  fuc- 
cefllon  hath  allowed  him,  and  fuch  as  may  be  no  way  prejudicial  to  us 
or  our  eftates.    We  have  an  army  on  foot,  a  braver  the  fun  never 
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or  all  of  them  together,  co-operated  to  produce  the  pre-  ^nn.  164*. 
fent  negociation,  cannot  be  determined :  certain  it  is, 

fhone  on,  an  army  that  by  force  can  compel  that  which  fair  words  can- 
not eflfea."  The  earl  of  Dorfet,  it  is  faid,  in  a  fpeech  in  which  he  re- 
primanded the  earl  of  Briftol  for  recommending  the  Spanifti  govern- 
ment as  an  example  to  be  followed  in  England,  urged  the  advantages  of 
peace,  and  a  fpeedy  accommodation  with  the  parliament ;  but  there 
were  many  of  the  king's  counfellors,  and  thofe  about  his  perfon,  whofc 
opinions  and  inclinations  were  as  malignant  as  the  earl  of  Briftol  :  thefe 
had  devoured,  in  their  expedations,  the  eftates  and  properties  of  the 
party  in  oppofition,  as  the  juft  reward  of  their  attachment  to  the  crown  ; 
and  breathing  the  fentiments  and  inclinations  of  Charles,  were  the  per- 
fons  the  moft  trufted,  and  the  moft  confulted  by  him,  in  all  his  tranf- 
adtions  with  the  parliament.  Among  the  chief  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Hyde, 
afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon,  a  great  favourite  of  the  King's,  in  whofe 
condud:  may  be  traced  the  fame  inclinations  as  pofleflTed  the  earl  of 
Briftol,  and  whofe  writings  are  full  of  the  fame  doftrine  as  is  contained 
in  his  fpeech  :  this  nobleman  is  confequently  charafterized  by  Claren- 
don, as  a  man  of  parts  and  wifdom.  Whitlock,  one  of  the  parliament 
commiffioners,  fays,  that  after  they  had  debated  fome  point  of  the  treaty 
with  the  King  till  midnight,  and  had,  at  length,  come  to  a  conclufion,. 
he  would  tiie  next  morning  tell  them  he  had  altered  his  mind  ;  and 
that  the  paper  he  now  gave  them  was  tlie  anfwer  he  was  refolved  to 
make  on  their  laft  debate.  Whitlock  fays,  there  were  of  his  party,  of 
whom  they  enquired  concerning  this  paflage,  who  told  them,  that  after 
the  commiflioners  and  the  King's  council  were  gone  from  him,  fome 
of  his  bed-chamber,  and  they  went  higher,  (the  princes  Rupert  and 
Maurice)  hearing  from  him  what  anfwer  he  had  promifed,  and  doubt- 
incr  it  would  tend  to  fuch  an  iffue  of  the  treaty  as  they  did  not  wiOi, 
they  being  rather  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  never  left  prefling 
him,  till  they  had  perfuaded  him  to  change  his  former  refolution,  and 
to  ^ive  order  for  his  anfwer  to  be  drawn  as  it  was  received.  The 
King's  council  who  attended  him  at  this  time  at  Oxford,  were  the  lord 
Littleton,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  the  earls  of 
Southampton,  Dorfet,  Leicefter,  Briftol,  Newcaftle,  Berkftiire,  the 
lords  Dunfmore,  Seymour,  Saville,  Falkland,  Sir  John  Colepeper,  Sir 
John  Banks,  fecretary  Nicholas,  and  Hyde,  lately  appointed  chancellor  of 
die  exchequer.     RuJIj,  Clar,  Hifl.  JVhitkcL  \ 
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that  thofe  who  buih  any  hopes  on  the  fuccefs  of  it, 
were  very  much  difappointed ;  for  the  King  ftifly  in- 
filled on  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  Crown  in  all  its 
powers  and  prerogatives.    After  magnifying  his  grace 
and  condefcenfion  in  admitting  of  a  treaty  on  the  par- 
liament's propofitions,  he  agreed,  that  thefe,  with  the 
following  ones,   fliould  be  together  difcufled  by  per- 
fons  appointed  for  this  purpofe  by  himfclf  and  the  two 
houfes:  That  his  majefty's  own  revenue,  magazines, 
towns,  forts,  and  fliips,  which  have  been  taken  from 
him  by  force,  be  forthwith  reflorcd :  That  whatfoever 
hath  been  done,  or  publifhed,  contrary  to  the  known 
laws  of  the  land,  or  derogatory  to  his  majefty's  legal 
and  known  power,  be  renounced  and  recalled,  that  no 
feed  may  remain  for  the  like  to  fpring  out  for  the  fu- 
ture :  That  whatfoever  illegal  power  hath  been  claimed 
and  exercifed  by  or  over  his  fubjeds  by  the  authority 
of  both,  or  either  houfes  of  parliament,  be  difclaimcd; 
and  all  fuch  perfons  fo  committed  be  forthwith  dif- 
charged:     That    as   his  majefty  will  readily  confent 
(having  done  fo  heretofore)  to  the  execution  of  all  laws 
already  made,  and  to  any  good  a<5ts  to  be  made,  for 
the   fuppreffing  of  Popery,    and  for  the  firm  fettling 
of  the  Proteftant  religion,  now  eftablilhed  by  law;  fo 
he  defires  that  a  good  bill  may  be  framed,  for  the  better 
preferving  the  book  of  Common-prayer  from  the  fcorn 
and  violence  of  Brownifls,  Anabaptifts,  and  other  fec- 
taries,  with  fuch  claufes  for  the  care  of  tender  con- 
fciences  as  his  majefty  hath  formerly  offered  * .-    That 

*  The  King  had  never  made  any  offer  of  this  kind  but  in  general 
terms.  ^ 
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all  fuch  perfons  as,  upon  the  treaty,  fhall  be  excepted  Ann.  164a. 
out  of   the  general  pardon,  ihall  be  tried  per  pares,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  courfc  and  known  laws  of  the 
land :  And,  to  the  intent  that  this  treaty  may  not  fuffer 
interruption  by  any  intervening  accident,  that  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms  and  free  trade  for  all  his  raajefty's  fub- 
jecls  may  be  firft  agreed  on.      Haughty  as  were  the 
ftyle  of  thefe  propofitions,  yet  the  two  houfes  conde- 
fcended  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  treat  with  the  Knig,  FruUiefs 
on  the  joint  propofitions  ;  with  an  affent  to  a  celTation,  JJ^^^^^y^' 
under  certain  limitations  and  reftridions,  neceffary  to 
prevent  the  ruin  of  their  affairs.      After  much  contro- 
verfy  on  both  fides,  in  which  Charles  endeavored  to 
outwit  the  commiffioncrs  *,    he  fcnt  a  meffage  to  the 

♦  The  King  having  again  excepted  againft  the  lord  Say,  the  com- 
miflioners  fent  to  treat  of  the  joint  propofitions  for  peace,  and  the  ar- 
ticles of  ceflation,  were  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  Mr.  Pierpoint, 
Sir  William  Armyn,  Sir  John  Holland,  and  Mr.  Whitlock  ;  but  the 
two  houfes  not  being  entirely  fatisfied  concerning  the  integrity  and 
ability  of  their  commiffioncrs,  ftridtly  tied  them  up  to  the  words  of 
their  propofitions,  without  allowing  them  to  diffent  in  any  particular. 
Thirteen  days  having  been  fpent  in  ufelefs  controverfy  concerning  the 
articles  of  ceffation,  the  two  houfes,  in  the  following  reafons  for  rejeA- 
ing  the  addition  made  to  their  articles,  gave  the  King  to  underftand, 
that  they  faw  plainly  he  endeavored,  by  amufing  them  with  the  hopes  of 
peace,  to  draw  them  into  conceOions,  on  which  he  might  profecute  the 
war  with  fuperior  advantages.  "  If  we  Aiould  grant  fuch  a  free  trade 
as  your  majefty  defires,  fay  they,  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
poffible,  to  keep  arms  and  ammunition,  money  and  bullion,  from 
paffing  into  your  majefty's  army.  As  liberty  in  trade,  in  the  utmoll  ex. 
tent  that  can  be  fafely  granted,  is  permitted  by  the  two  houfes  in  time 
of  war,  your  majefty,  in  preffing  this  for  the  people's  good,  doth  therein 
defire  that  which  will  be  very  little  beneficial  to  the  fubjeft,  but  ex- 
ceedingly advantageous  to  your  majefty,  in  fupplying  your  army  with 
many  neceffaries,  making  your  quarters  a  ftaple  for  fuch  commodities 
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Ann.  164a.  following  purport,  to  the  parliament :  That  as  foon  as 
they  had  fatisfied  him  in  his  firft  proportion,  concern- 
as  may  be  vefted  in  the  adjacent  counties,  and  thus  enable  the  inha- 
bitants better  to  fupport  by  loans  and  contributions  your  army  ;  whilft 
the  army  raifed  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  can  have  no  return  of 
commodities  and  fupplies  which  may  be  ufeful  for  them.  They  conceive, 
that  in  a  treaty  for  a  ceflation,  thofe  demands  cannot  be  thought  reafon- 
able  which  are  not  indifferent,  that  is,  equally  advantageous  to  both 
parties.  As  they  have  given  no  interruption  to  the  trade  of  the  kina. 
dom  but  in  relation  to  the  fupply  of  the  contrary  army,  which  the 
reafon  of  war  requires,  fo  they  befeech  your  majefty  to  condder,  whether 
your  foldiers  have  not  robbed  the  carriers  in  feveral  parts,  where  there 
hath  been  fuch  reafon,  and  your  Ihips  taken  many  Ihips,  to  the  great 
damage  not  only  of  the  merchants,  but  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and 
whether  your  majefty  hath  not  endeavored,  by  your  minift'^rs  of 'ftate, 
to  embark  the  merchants  goods  in  foreign  ports,  which  hath  been  in 
fome  meafure  executed  upon  the  eaftland  merchants  in  Denmark  ;  and 
is  a  courfe  which  will  diminifh  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom,  violate  the 
law  of  natwns,  make  other  princes  arbiters  of  the  difference  between 
your  majefty  and  your  people,  break  the  intercourfe  between  this  and 
other  ftates,  and  bring  us  into  diffenfions  with  all  the  neighbor  nations. 

«  To  demand  the  approving  of  the  commanders  of  Ihips,  is  to  defirc 
the  ftrength  of  the  opponent,  before  the  difference  be  ended,  againft 
all  rules  of  treaty ;  and  to  make  a  ceffation  at  fca  would  leave  the  kintr 
dom  naked  to  thofe  foreign  forces,  and  open  for  fuch  fupplies  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  which  the  parliament  have  caufe  to  believe  have  been 
folicited  againft  them ;  but  for  conveying  of  forces  from  one  part  to 
another,  they  ftiall  obfcrve  the  articles  of  ceffation  by  which  thar  ,\  r. 
Itrained.  ^  inat  is  re- 

«  As  for  the  cxpreffions  of*  The  army  raifed  by  the  parliament » thev 
are  contented  It  (hould  be  altered  thus,  'Raifed  by  both  houfes  ofparlia 
ment,'  as  not  defiring  to  differ  upon  words  ;  but  to  give  any  conclufivl 
power  in  this  cafe,  to  the  committee,  upon  fuch  differences  as  mav 
anfe  wherem  the  houfes  have  given  no  exprefs  diredlion,  is  neither  fafe 
tor  the  committee  to  undertake,  nor  fit  for  the  two  houfes  to  grant 

"  h  muft  be  acknowleged,  that  the  nature  of  war  is  incompatible  with 
the  ordinary  rules  of  a  peaceable  government:  your  majefty  would 
have  them  commit  none  but  according  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land ; 

whereby 


ing  his  revenue, magazines,  fhips,  and  forts  ;  reilored  Ann.  1642. 
all  the  members  of    both  houfes  to  the  fame  capacity 

whereby  they  conceive  your  majefty  underftands,  by  the  ordinary  pro- 
cefs  of  law  j  which  being  granted,  it  will  follow,  that  no  man  mult  be 
committed  by  them  for  fupplying  your  majefty  with  arms,  powder,  and 
ammunition ;  for,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  the  fubjeft  may  carry  fuch 
goods  from  London,  or  any  other  place,  to  Oxford.  The  foldiers  muft 
not  be  committed,  if  they  run  from  their  colors,  and  refufe  any  duty 
in  the  army.  No  man  fhall  be  committed  for  not  fubmitting  to  necef- 
fary  fupplies  of  money.  It  cannot  be  thought  reaf®nable,  that,  under 
the  difguife  of  a  ceffation,  they  ftiould  admit  that  which  will  neceffarily 
produce  the  diffolving  their  army,  and  deftru<5tion  of  their  caufe. 

"  It  feems  not  probable,  that  your  majefty  doth  intend  that  if  any  be 
taken  with  fupplies  for  our  army,  or  mutinying  in  your  own,  fuch  per- 
fons  ftiall  not  be  committed,  but  according  to  the  known  laws  of  the 
land  •,  that  is,  by  procefs  of  law  ;  but  rather,  that  your  majefty  will  fo 
interpret  this  limitation  of  known  laws,  that  though  it  lays  ftreight 
bonds  upon  both  houfes,  yet  it  leaves  your  generals  as  much  at  liberty 
as  before  :  for  it  hath  been  denied  by  your  majefty,  that  thefe  known 
laws  give  any  power  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  to  raife  arms  ; 
and  fo  confequently  their  generals  cannot  exercife  martial- law,  in  thefe 
cafes  i  and  it  is  not  unlikely,  but  that  it  will  be  affirmed,  that  the  gene- 
rals conftituted  by  your  majefty's  commiffion  have  that  power  by  the 
fame  known  laws  ;  fo  that  this  article,  under  the  fpecious  ftiew  of  li- 
berty, would  altogether  difable  them  to  defend  their  liberties  and  laws, 
and  would  produce  to  your  majefty  an  abfolute  vidory  and  fubmifllon, 
under  pretence  of  a  ceffation  and  a  treaty, 

**  Being  by  neceffity  inevitably  enforced  to  a  defenfive  war,  in  this 
unhappy  breach  between  your  majefty  and  them  ;  and  that  they  are 
therein  warranted  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  •,  it  muft  needs  follow,, 
that  by  the  fame  laws  they  are  enabled  to  raife  means  to  fupport  that 
war  ;  and  therefore,  till  it  ftiall  pleafe  God  to  incline  your  majefty  to 
afford  them  fuch  a  peace  as  may  fecure  them,  they  cannot  relinquifti  the 
power  of  laying  taxes  upon  thofe  who  ought  to  join  with  them  in  that 
defence  :  but  if  your  majefty  fhall  confent  to  dift)and  the  armies,  the 
caufe  of  the  war  being  taken  away,  the  confequences  will  likewife  be 
removed,  and  the  fubjeds  reftored  to  the  benefit  of  thofe  laws,  which 
the  neceffity  of  arms  hath  in  fuch  cafes  fufpended. 

"The 
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A«a.  1642,    of  fitting  and  voting  in   parliament,  as   they  had  the 
firft  of  January  1641  ;  and  adjourned  the  parliament 

"  The  claufc  in  the  third  article,  Itft  out,  implied  a  freedom  of  paf- 
fagc  and  communication  of  quarters  ;  which  is  contrary  to  the  nature 
of  a  ceflation,  whereby  matters  (hould  be  prcferved  in  the  ftate  they 
arc,  and  neither  party  have  liberty  fo  much  to  advantage  himfelf,  as  it 
is  evident  your  majefty  might  do,  if  your  forces  in  the  North  and 
Weft  might  join  with  thofc  of  Oxford,  and  bring  thither  thofe  fupplies 
of  trcafure  and  arms  which  were  brought  out  of  Holland  i  or  at  leaft  it 
(hould  be  fo  indilTerent,  as  to  give  a  proportionable  advantage  of  the 
other  fide,  which  this  does  not ;  for  the  forces  under  the  power  of  both 
houfes  are  fo  difpofcd,  that  they  have  an  eafy  pafl*age  from  one  to  the 
other  :  but  your  majefty's  forces  are  fevered  the  one  from  the  other, 
by  many  large  counties,  ftrong  pafles,  and  competent  armies  j  and  if 
they  had  ad.Titted  this  claufe,  they  had  bereaved  themfelves  of  one  of 
the  greatell  advantages,  and  freed  your  majefty's  party  of  one  of  the 
greatcft  inconveniences  which  your  majefty  or  they  have  in  the  war. 

'*  For  the  reafons  already  alledged,  they  cannot  agree  with  the  altera- 
tions and  enlargements  of  the  ceflation  propounded,  or  to  transfer  any 
fuch  power  to  the  committees,  of  treating,  debating,  and  agreeing  upon 
thofe  articles,  in  any  other  manner  than  the  houfes  have  direfted  ;  but 
that  a  fair  and  fpeedy  paflage  may  be  opened  to  a  fecure  and  happy 
peace,  they  have  enabled  their  committees  to  hear  and  debate'^upon 
the  two  propofitions  concerning  your  majefty*s  own  revenue,  the  de- 
livery of  your  towns,  caftles,  magazines,  and  ftiips,  and  the  diftjanding 
the  armies  •,  which  being  agreed  upon,  a  prefent  peace  and  fecurity  will 
follow,  and  the  treaty  upon  the  other  propofition  be  facilitated  without 
fear  of  interruption  by  the  confufion  of  war,  or  exafperation  of  either 
party,  by  the  bloody  efFefls   thereof." 

As  thefe  arguments  were  too  forcible  not  to  have  weight  with  the 
people,  the  King,  fearing  that  a  total  refufal  of  the  ceflation,  as  pro- 
pofed  by  the  parliament,  would  render  him  odious  to  the  people,  of- 
fered to  accept  their  conditions,  provided  he  might  not  be  undcr- 
ftood,  he  faid,  to  confent  to  any  of  thofe  unjuft  and  illegal  powers 
which  they  exercifed  over  his  fubjedls  :  but  from  henceforward  the 
houfes  declined  any  farther  argument  and  debate  concerning  the 
ceflation,  and  dircfted  their  committee  to  expedite  the  treaty  upon  the 
propofitions. 

It 


to  fomc  other  place,  at  leail  twenty  miles  from  London  ;  Ann.  16+8. 
his  majefly  would  then  mofl  chearfully  and  readily 
confent  that  both  armies  be  immediately  difbandcd, 
and  give  a  prefent  meeting  to  both  his  houfes  of  par- 
liament ;  he  being  confident  that,  upon  a  free  debate 
in  a  full  and  peaceable  convention  of  parliament,  fuch 
provifions  will  be  made  againft  feditious  preaching  and 
printing  againft  his  majefty,  and  the  eftabliftied  laws  ; 
fuch  care  taken  concerning  his  legal  and  known  rights, 
and  the  property  and  liberty  of  the  fubjedl ;  that  what- 
focver  hath  been  done  by  any  illegal  authority  of  both 
houfes,  and  particularly  the  power  to  raife  arms  with- 
out his  majefty's  confent,  will  be  in  fuch  a  manner 
recalled,  difclaimed,  and  provided  againft,  that  no 
feed  will  remain  for  the  like  to  fpring  out  of  it  for 

It  is  plain  the  King  only  aflented  to  a  treaty  with  a  view  to  enfnarc 
the  two  houfes  into  a  concefTion  which  ftiould  put  his  military  affairs 
in  a  better  pofture,  and  to  endeavor  to  perfuade  the  people  that  he  was 
not  averfe  to  peace  on  reafonable  conditions ;  but  with  a  determination 
not  to  recede  from  thofe  terms  which  he  knew  would  enable  him  to 
give  the  law  for  the  future.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  in  thefe  futile  arts, 
calculated  to  deceive  the  vulgar,  Charles  was  a  great  mafter  ;  but  hav- 
ing to  do  with  adverfaries  well  acquainted  with  his  charaftcr  and  dc- 
figns,  and  fully  equal  to  the  taflc  they  had  undertaken,  he  but  entangled 
himfelf  in  his  cobweb  fnares,  and  convinced  the  parliament,  that  thofc 
conditions  muft  be  rigorous  indeed,  with  which,  with  fafety  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, they  could  reftore  fo  intriguing  a  fpirit  to  the  exercife  of 
royalty.  Clarendon  fays,  that  though  there  was  a  party  at  Oxford  for 
a  cefiTation,  yet  moft  of  the  King's  counfellors,  and  many  perfons  who 
had  given  great  life  to  his  affairs,  were  abfolutely  againft  it;  and  the 
confideration  of  the  northern  forces,  and  the  reftraining  them  within 
their  old  quarters  who  feemed  to  be  in  a  condition  of  marching  up  to 
London  itfelf,  prevailed  very  far  with  the  King.  Rujliwortb.  Clarcn- 
dotCs  Hijlory, 
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Ann.  1642.  the  futui'c,  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  The 
King  promifes,  in  fuch  a  convention,  to  confent  to 
whatfoever  Ihould  be  propofed  by  bill  for  the  real  good 
of  his  fubjecfls,  and  particularly  for  the  better  difco- 
very  and  fpeedier  convidion  of  recufants,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children  of  Papifls  by  Proteflants,  for  the 
prevention  of  prad:ices  of  Papifls  againfl  the  ftatc,  and 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  and  true  levying  of  the 
penalties  againfl  them  *.      Whether  he  thought  his 

•  The  King  himfclf  thought  thefe  conditions  as  beneficial  to  his 
fchcmes  as  a  carte  blanch,  and  that  the  convention  required  would  be 
the  mere  engine  of  his  pleafure,  and  lay  a  more  folid  foundation  for 
legal  defpotilm  in  the  crown  than  could  be  eftabliflied  on  other  grounds. 
Would  he  have  mentioned  the  laying  on  greater  reftridions  on  the  Pa- 
pifts,  from  whom  he  had  condefcendcd  to  receive  high  obligations, 
and  who  on  this  account  had  a  right  to  exped  a  return  of  favor,  had 
he  not  been  perfuaded  that  he  fhould  have  had  influence  enough  in  fuch 
a  convention  to  make  their  protection  the  ad  of  the  aflcmbly  •,  or  that 
a  difcretionary  power  to  fufpend  law  would  be  more  fully  and  firmly 
cflablifhed  in  the  crown  than  it  had  ever  been ;  or  at  lead  that  oppo- 
fition  to  the  will  of  the  crown  would  be  rendered  very  difficult  or  im- 
poflible  ?  That  he  knew  that  this  was  obvious  enough  for  the  Papifts 
to  underftand,  that  he  knew  they  were  too  well  acquainted  with  his 
inclinations,  and  the  power  of  the  queen,  to  fear  his  deferting  or  neg- 
lecting them,  is  plain,  or  he  would  not  have  ventured  by  fuch  a  de- 
claration to  difguft  a  body  of  men  on  whom  his  prcfent  and  future 
fortunes  io  much  depended.  The  King  knew  he  could  depend  upon 
his  friends,  and  thought  the  efficacy  of  the  words  parliament,  ejiaklijhed 
laws,  and  legal  rights,  would  deceive  his  adverfaries  into  acquielcence. 
«'  If  this  oft'cr,  fays  he,  is  not  confented  to,  in  which  I  aflc  nothing 
for  which  there  is  not  apparent  juftice  on  my  fide,  and  in  which  I  de- 
fer many  things  highly  concerning  both  myfelf  and  people  till  a  full  and 
peaceable  conver.ticn  of  parliament,  which  in  juftice  I  might  now  re- 
quire i  I  am  confident  it  will  then  appear  to  all  the  world  not  only  who 
is  mod  defiroLis  of  peace,  and  whole  fault  it  is  that  both  armies  are  not 
now  difbandeJ,  but  who  have  been  the  true  and  firfl  caufe  that  this 
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forces  flrong  enough  to  make  an  abfolute  conqued  of  Ann.  1642. 
the  kingdom,  or  that  his  party  in  London,  who  were 


peace  was  ever  interrupted,  or  tliofe  armies  raifed  •,  and  the  beginning 
or  continuance  of  the  war,  and  the  deftruction  and  delblation  of  this 
poor  kingdom,  will  not  by  the  moil  interelled,  paflionate,  or  prejudiced 
perfon  be  imputed  to  me."  Some  very  fenfible  objedlions  had  been 
made  in  the  lower  houfe  againfl  entering  into  a  treaty  before  the  two 
armies  were  difbanded,  viz.  that  the  Papifls  and  malignants  now  about 
the  King  would  effedually  hinder  fuch  a  peace  as  fhould  interrupt  their 
defigns. 

That  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  the  King  to  yield  to  fudi  propofitions 
as  (hould  be  for  the  fupprefling  Papifls  and  malignants,  his  perfon  be- 
incT  in  their  power ;  nor  yet  fo  fafe  for  the  kingdom,  whilfl  arms  were 
in  their  hands,  and  fo  great  a  party  in  Ireland  and  foreign  flates  to  en- 
courage and  afllft  them. 

That  whilfl:  the  armies  were  on  foot,  upon  every  difl^erence  in  the 
treaty,  both  fides  might  be  provoked  with  more  animofity  and  bitter- 
nefs  to  refer  matters  b  the  bloody  trial  of  the  fword. 

That  it  would  be  more  honorable  for  the  King,  and  more  fafe  for  the 
people,  that  the  propofitions  ftiould  be  yielded  after  the  difbanding  than 
before  :  his  majefl:y  would  be  freed  from  the  imputation  of  granting 
anv  thing  by  force,  which  might  both  trench  upon  his  honor,  and 
weaken  the  validity  of  the  things  granted  ;  and  both  houfes  be  free 
from  that  tax  of  unparliamentary  proceedings  implied  in  his  majefty*s 
anfwcr,  of  requiring  new  laws  by  arms. 

Notwithftanding  the  validity  of  thefe  reafons,  the  Lords  did  not 
think  fit  to  accede  to  them  ;  and  on  the  continuation  of  the  debates  in 
the  lower  houfe,  it  was  carried,  by  a  majority  of  eighty-fix  againft  eighty- 
three,  to  enter  upon  the  treaty  before  difbanding  :  but  on  the  manner 
of  the  King's  treating  with  the  commiflioners,  they  afterwards  received 
infl:rudions  to  infift:  on  the  difbanding  the  two  armies.  The  King,  to 
gain  time,  wanted  to  enter  into  the  propofition  of  his  return  \  but  was 
told,  that  the  two  houfes  conceived  his  anfwer  to  be  in  effeft  a  denial, 
unlefs  they  departed  from  all  thofe  cautions  and  limitations  contained 
in  their  reply  to  his  firft  propofition  ;  and  if  they  had  not  inferted  their 
dcfire  of  his  majefly*s  return  in  their  committee's  inflru6tions,  it  was 
becaufe  they  conceived  the  di(banding  the  armies  would  facilitate  his 
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A«a»i64a.  Continually  entering  into  cabals  to  deilroy  the  autho- 
rity of  the  parliament,  would  be  able  to  force  a  con- 
ceffion  to  thefc  unreafonable  demands  ;  or  whether  in 
this  bufmcfs  he  was  wholly  directed  by  fome  about 
him,  who  affcded  the  fpoil  of  the  party  in  oppofition  ; 
it  is  certain,  that  he  was  obftinatcly  fixed  on  fending 
this  meflage,  the  parliament's  commilFioncrs  having  in 
vain  ufed  many  arguments  to  dilTuade  him  from  it,  and 
told  him,  that  it  would  put  an  immediate  end  to  the 
treaty.  Though  there  were  many  in  both  houfes  of 
parliament  who,  from  a  defire  of  curbing  the  growing 
power  of  the  people,  wifhed  that  every  prerogative 
might  remain  with  the  crown  that  was  compatible 
with  their  own  fafety,  yet  the  King's  high,  flyle  con- 
vinced even  thefe,  that  negociation  withgut^  the  pro- 
fecutionof  fuccefsful  arms  would  veryfStl'c  contribute 
to  the  defircd  end  *.     On  the  receipt  of  the  King's 

rcfolution  therein.  At  this  jundure,  fo  ftrong  were  the  inclinations  of 
the  upper  houfe,  and  many  members  of  the  lower  houfe,  to  procure 
peace,  that  it  is  probable,  had  the  King  lefs  prefumed  on  the  power 
of  his  arms,  he  might,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  men  of 
difcernmcnt,  have  procured  conditions  from  the  parliament  almoft 
as  favorable  to  his  purpofes  as  thofc  he  could  have  gained  by  the 
iword.  "  For  the  propofitions,  fays  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard,  I  have 
not  known  nor  heard  that  all  the  propofitions  in  any  treaty  of  im- 
portance were  ever  fwallowed  whole :  if  fome  be  harfh  and  rou^h,  they 
may  be  wrought  and  fuppled  by  wife  treaties,  made  fit  for  acceptable 
agreement :  if  others  be  unpafiable,  they  may  be  totally  rejeded 
1  hofc  that  are  our  unqucftionablc  rights  may  be  fo  claimed  and  held.'* 
iV/.  H:J}.  vol.  Xil.  p.  164,  (^feq.  p.  225. 

•  What  were  the  expedations  of  the  royalifts  on  the  fubjeft  of 
peace,  may  be  gathered  from  Clarendon,  who  obferves,  that  if  a  cefla- 
tion  had  been  concluded,  it  would  not  only  have  effeaually  hindered 
the  recruit  of  the  carl  of  EITcx's  army,  but  have  leflened  his  prelent 
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meffage,  both  houfes  rcfoh^ed  to  recal  their  commifTion-  Ann.  1^41. 
ers,     and  pofitive  orders  were  fent  for  their  imme- 
diate return  *. 


retura. 


During  thefe  tranfa^Elions,  the  queen,  accompanied  The  queen** 
by  Jermyn  and  other  of  her  favorites,  landed  at  Bur- 
lington-Bay.     She  brought  with  her  a  coniiderable 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  fome  money  f , 

forces ;  fince  thofe  who  were  eiigaged  to  the  parliament  by  pay  only, 
would  abandon  a  party  which  they  muft  forefee  on  a  peace  would  be 
condemned,  though  it  might  be  fecure :  it  was  the  fame  expcflations 
that  no  doubt  kept  the  jarring  factions  in  parliament  fleady  to  the  point 
of  oppofition.     Car.  Hijl.  vol.  H.  p.  130. 

*  The  propofitions  of  peace  were  ftnt  to  the  King  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  the  articles  of  ceflation  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Fe- 
bruary ;  the  treaty  commenced  on  the  fourth  of  March,  and  laded  to 
the  fifteenth  of  April. 

i"  The  queen,  by  the  interefl:  of  her  fon-in-law  the  prince  of  Orange, 
having  procured  in  Holland  many  officers,  arms,  and  ammunition,  the 
two  houfes,  in  September  1642,  fent  one  Walter  Stricland  as  their 
agent  to  complain  to  the  States  of  this  treatment,  and  to  procure  intel- 
ligence of  what  afliftance  the  queen  had  gained,  and  whatfchemes  were 
carrying  on  againft  them.  Stricland  delivered  in  a  memorial,  in  which 
the  two  houfes,  after  dating  the  conditions  of  the  quarrel  between  them 
and  their  prince,  put  the  States  in  mind  of  the  fupport  they  had  had 
from  England  when  they  lay  under  the  opprtfiions  of  their  fovereio-ns. 
'*  They  could  not  think,  they  faid,  that  tliey  would  be  forward  to  help 
to  make  that  people  flaves,  who  had  been  afliftant  in  making  them  free- 
men ;  or  that  they  would  forget  that  their  dangers  were  mutual,  and 
iffued  from  the  fame  fountain ;  and  that  thofe  who  were  fet  to  work  to 
undermine  religion  and  Liberty  in  England,  were  the  fame  who  by 
open  force  had  attempted  the  fame  in  the  Low-Countries."  They  re- 
membered them,  that  the  two  houfes  had  fhev/n  an  earned  inclination 
to  a  national  love  and  amity  with  the  United  Provinces,  by  petitionino- 
the  King  that  they  might  be  joined  with  tliem  in  a  more  drait  league 
and  union  j  and  defired  for  thefe  refpefts  that  they  would  not  contri- 
bute 
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Ann.  1641.    having  hardly  cfcapcd  the  vigilance  of  Batten,    the 
vice-admiral  of  the  parliament's  fleet,  who  followed 

bute  to  their  troubles.     Stricland  was  ncgledted  for  fome  time  ;  but 
the  States,  not  caring  to  engage  in  an  open  alliance  with  either  party, 
returned  anfwer  to  the  parliament,  "  Thar  they  would  exprefsly  forbid 
the  tranfportation  of  any  arms  or  warlike  ammunition  into  England, 
and  would  gladly  employ  their  mediation  to  put  an  end  to  its  troubles." 
This  promife  was  fo  little  adhered  to,  that  during  the  winter  feverai 
Englifh  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  came  over  to  join 
the  royal  party  ;  and  one  King,  a  Scot,  who  had  been  a  general  in  their 
army,  brought  over  ordnance  and  ammunition.  The  parliament  re-urged 
on  principles  of  gratitude  and  mutual  fafety  their  claim  of  friend/hip 
from  the  States,  but  in  vain.     They  granted  to  the  queen  one  of  their 
men  of  war  for  a  convoy,  and  a  paflport  fo  large  and  general,  that  by 
virtue  of  it  Ihe  could  tranfport  inro  England  what  quantity  of  troops 
arms,  and  ammunition,  fhe  pleafed  :  but,  however,  to  prevent  an  en- 
tire rupture  with  the  parliament,  they  liopped  one  veflVl  in  her  train 
laden  with  ammunition.     This  produced  a  proteftation  from  the  queen 
in  which  in  very  high  terms  fhe  threatened  the  States  with  the  confe- 
quence  of  violating  the  league  betwixt  them  and  the  King.     Clarendon 
lays,  that  Stricland  did  hinder  the  States  from  giving  the  lead  coun- 
tenance to  the  King's  caufe,  and  i'o  corrupted  the  Englilh  in  that  army 
and  court,  that  there  was  nothing  defigned  to  advance  it  by  the  orince 
of  Orange  himfelf,  who  with  great  gciieroficy  lupplicd  the  Kino  wirh 
arms  and  ammunition  to  a  confiderable  value,  or  by   the  private  dex- 
terity of  particular  pcrfons  out  of  their  own  fortunes,  or  by  the  f^Je  or 
pawning  of  jewels,  but  intelligence  was  given  foon  enough  to  the  par- 
liament either  to  get  flops  and  feizure  upon  it,  by  order  of  the  States 
or  to  intercept  the  fupply  by  their  navy  at  fea.     Clarendon  is  very  aot 
to  exaggerate  the  circumllances  he  relates :  tlie  States-general  rcfiifed 
Stricland  audience  at  firft,  and  after  having   heard  him,  and  received 
his  declaration  by  deputed  comniiflioners,  they  laid  it  afide  unanfwered, 
till  Stricland  at  length  gaining  fome  ground  with  the  flates  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland,  whofe  trade  was  more  open  to  interruption,  they 
arrefted  fome  veflels  laden  with  ammunition  that  were  intended  to  be 
fent  for  England,  and  (lopped  feverai  foldiers  that  were  to  be  biou^hc 
over  by  one  captain  Lloyd  •,  and  prevailing  with  the  Ibtcs  of  the  pro, 
vincc  of  Zealand  to  enter  into  a  neutrality  with  tiie  King  and  parlia- 
ment 


her  into  the  Bay ;  and  fhooting  at  the  fmall  vefTels  that  Ann.  1642. 
were  landing  the  ammunition,  fome  of  the  bullets 
reached  the  houfe  where  fhe  lodged,  and  obliged  her 
10  remove  to  a  more  fecure  habitation  *.      After  the 

ment,  tlie  States-general  at  length  deigned  to  take  notice  of  the  par- 
liament's memorial,  but  never  feized  but  one  of  the  King's  veflels :  and 
many  Englifh  and  Scots  in  the  Dutch  fervice  not  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  King's  chara6lcr  and  condufl,  were  much  inclined  to  his  caufe, 
and  diiafFedted  to  the  parliament.  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  parliament 
had  agents  in  France  and  Bruffcls  which  did  them  great  fervice  againft 
the  King  ;  that  foreign  princes  either  fomented  the  diflurbances  in  his 
kingdom,  or  looked  on  unconcerned.  The  truth  is,  Charles  had  per- 
fonally  offended  almofl  all  the  great  potentates  of  Europe,  who  for  this> 
realon  interfeied  no  farther  in  his  quarrel  than  as  it  refpeded  the  Ca- 
tholic caufe,  ^yhich  they  fupplied  by  fending  arms,  men,  and  money^ 
to  the  Irifh  rebels ;  and  that  thefe  fupplies  were  not  fufficiently  large 
to  deftroy  the  Proteftant  interefl  in  the  Britifli  empire,  was  fortunately- 
owing  to  thefe  powers  being  engaged  in  wars  with  one  another  on  the 
continent  of  Germany.  Clarendon  is  fo  angry  with  a  conduct  which; 
prevented  his  own  country  from  being  conquered  by  foreign  force,  that 
he  reprcfents  it  as  a  breach  of  God's  ordinance,  who  having  created  the- 
fundlion  of  kings  as  an  order  of  men  by  themfelves,  to  be  tried  only 
within  his  own  jurifdidlion,  and  before  his  own  tribunal,  enjoins  them 
by  rules  of  policy  to  aflifl  in  the  fupprefTion  of  refiflance  to  monarchy,  im 
whatever  kingdom  it  happens.  The  objeflions  to  the  fantaftical  notion 
of  kings  being  an  order  of  God's  fpecial  appointmg,  and  fpecially  ex- 
empted by  him  from  eartlily  jurifdidlion,  are  too  obvious  to  be  here 
inferred ;  and  for  that  part  of  the  obfervation  which  relates  to  policy, 
perhaps  a  condud:  which  would  effedtually  fhew  mankind  that  right 
juflicc  and  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  fpecies  v/ere  rendered  fubordinate 
to  the  interefts  of  a  few  individuals,  would  the  moil  naturally  lead  to  the 
total  extin«5tion  of  the  function  of  kingfhip  itfelf ! 

*  Clarendon  obferves,  that  the  parliament  took  no  notice  of  this 
barbarous  and  treafonable  ad:  j  that  many  believed  it  was  pleafing  to,, 
if  not  commanded  by  them ;  and  that  if  the  fhips  had  encountered  at 
fea,  they  would  have  left  no  hazard  unrun  to  have  deftroyed  her  ma- 
jefty.     Certainly  Clarendon  is  io  far  right  in  his  conjedure,  that  the 
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queen's  arrival,  the  King's  affairs  in  the  North  grew 
every  day  more  profperous  ;  numbers  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics enlilled  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  their  pa- 
tronefs,  and,  when  united  to  the  forces  coUecTied  under 
the  carl  of  NewcaiUe,  made  fo  formidable  a  body,  that 
lord  Fairfax  was  obliged  to  quit  Selby,  Cawood,  and 
Tadcafter,  and  keep  on  the  defenfive  in  Pomfret  and 
Hallifax  *.  Two  regiments  of  militia  raifed  in  Rich- 
mondfhire  and  Cleveland  had,  on  the  earl  of  Newcaf- 
tle's  entering  into  Yorkfhire,  diffolved  of  themfelves. 
He  had  garrifoned  Newark  in  Nottinghamfhire,  which 
prevented  the  lord  Fairfax's  receiving  afliflance  from 
the  parliament's  party  in  Lincolnfhire.  A  detachment 
of  his  forces  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Cavendifh 
took  the  town  of  Grantham  in  this  county,  witli  three 
hundred  prifoners,  arms,  and  ammunition  ;  and  Sir 
Hugh  Cholmondely  delivered  up  Scarborough-cafllc 
to  the  queen,  hi  the  Weft,  which  in  the  beginning  of 
the  conteft  had  been  totally  fubje<5led  to  the  parliament, 
a  revolution  had  happened  in  favor  of  the  royal ifts. 
The  marquis  of  Hertford,   by  a  very  fuperior  force 


parliament,  on  motives  of  prudence  and  confidence  with  the  principlei 
on  which  they  profefled  to  ad,  would,  had  they  met  with,  have  at- 
tacked an  enemy  that  was  bringing  over  forces  to  invade  the  country. 
Clar.  Hift.  vol  II.  p.  109. 

*  Fairfax's  account  of  the  (late  of  the  northern  counties  tells  the 
parliament,  that  the  enemy  was  mighty  and  mafter  of  the  field,  plen- 
tifully fupplied  from  his  majefty  and  the  popifli  and  malignant  party 
with  money  and  all  other  ncceflaries ;  that  the  well  affected  party,  as  it 
was  now  divided,  was  not  confidcrable,  the  aid  from  Lincolnfhire, 
Derbyfhire,  and  other  counties,  very  uncertain,  and  the  want  of  money 
fuch  as  would  force  him  to  difband  in  ten  days.  Pari  Hift.  vol.  XII. 
p.  96,  ^fcq, 
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under  the  earl  of  Bedford,  had  been  driven  out  of  An?*  1641. 
Devonfliire  into  Wales,  whilft  Sir  Ralph  Hopton,  Sir 
John  Berkeley,  colonel  Afhburnham,  and  other  adive 
royalifts,  whom  Charles  had  fent  into  thofe  parts  to 
affift  Hertford,  retired  mto  Cornwall.  Bedford,  who 
had  made  a  very  ill  figure  in  his  military  capacity,  think- 
ing his  conqueft  complete,  left  this  party,  confifting  of 
one  hundred  horfe  and  fifty  dragoons,  to  be  fuppreffed 
by  a  committee  of  parliament  and  the  m.ilitia  of  the 
county  of  Devon.  At  the  quarter- feffions  of  the  county 
of  Cornwall,  the  committee  caufed  a  prefentment  to  be 
drawn  againft  thefe  men,  as  coming  armed  into  the 
county  againft  the  peace  ;  but  fo  entirely  inclined  the 
affetflions  of  the  Cornifli  gentry  on  the  fide  of  prero- 
gative*, that,  on  Sir  Ralph  Hopton's  producing  the  King's 
commillion  to  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  conftituting 
him  general  of  the  Weft,  and  the  marquis's  commif- 
fion  to  himfelf,  appointing  him  general  of  his  horfe, 
the  grand-jury,  which  confifted  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  greateft  fortunes  in  the  county,  acquitted  Sir  Ralph 
Hopton  and  his  companions ;  acknowleged  themfelves 
much  indebted  to  the  King,  for  the  care  he  had  fhewn 
of  their  fafety ;  and  profefled,  that  they  were  ready  to 
join  with  the  adventurers  in  any  hazard  of  life  and  for- 
tune. On  an  indicflment  being  preferred  againft  Sir 
Alexander  Carew,  Sir  Richard  Buller,  and  the  reft  of 
the  committee,  it  was  found  by  the  jury ;  and  an  or- 
der of  feffions  granted  to  the  high-flierifl',  a  perfon 
devoted  to  the  King,  for  difperfing  a  body  of  militia 

♦  Clarendon  fays,  that  a  great  veneration  for  the  book  of  Common- 
Prayer,  and  a  jealoufy  that  the  parliament  defigned  to  alter  it,  was  in  thefe 
counties  an  advancement  of  the  King's  intereft.    Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  98. 
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Ann.  1642.  aflembled  with  the  committee  of  Launceflon.  A 
The  King's  largc  body  of  train-bands  being  aflembled  on  this  or- 
CornvtaiL  ^^^'j  ^^^^Y  ^crc  put  undcF  thc  command  of  Sir  Ralph 
-  Hopton,  who  marching  immediately  to  Launceflon 
Sir  George  Chudleigh,  who  had  appeared  very  acftive 
for  the  militia,  bvit  in  his  heart  was  difafl'eclcd  to  the 
caufe*,  retreated  before  him,  tnough  accompanied 
with  five  or  fix  full  troops  of  horfe  ;  and  the  com- 
mittee, not  finding  themfelves  flrong  enough  to  (land 
the  attack,  quitted  the  town,  and  retired  into  Devon- 
fhire.  The  train-bands  having  performed  this  fervice 
pleaded  their  privilege,  that  they  could  not  legally  be 
carried  out  of  the  county,  without  their  confent :  the 
ofl[icers,  though  very  unwilling,  were  obliged  to  admit 
the  pleaf;  and  marching  to  Saltafh,  from  whence  they 
drove  a  garrifonof  two  hundred  Scots,  they  difmifled 
thefc  troops,  whofe  tenacious  regard  to  law  rendered 
them  ufelefs  in  the  bufinefs  of  extending  their  con- 
quefts.       Sir  Ralph  Hopton  J^   Sir  Beville  Grenville, 

•  As  Sir  George  Chudleigh  behaved  treacheroudy  to  his  trufl: ;  and  as 
his  treachery  was  a  great  means  of  the  profperity  of  the  King's  affairs  ia 
the  Weft,  Clarendon  allows  he  was  a  gcntlennan  of  good  fortune  and 
reputation,  though  he  had  been  adlive  for  the  militia. 

t  "  How  grievous  foever  this  doflrine  was  difcerned  to  be,  fays  Cla- 
rendon, yet  no  man  durft  prefume  fo  hr  upon  the  temper  of  that  peo- 
ple, as  to  objed  policy  or  neceflity  to  the  notions  of  law."  It  mufl  be 
obferved,  that  this  author  is  extremely  tenacious  of  the  laws  when  they 
aOift  the  pretenfions  of  his  party,  but  very  much  difpleafed  with  the 
tenacity  of  others,  when  an  adherence  to  law  happens  to  be  prejudicial  tj 
the  Cdufe  in  hand.     Clarend  ns  Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  9^. 

t  ^""  Ralp^  Hopton  had  been  a  warm  advocate  for  the  power  and 
privileges  of  parlian^nt,  but  having  been  imprifoncd  by  thc  authority 
of  this  affcmbly,  for  fhewing  foine  petulance  in  his  diifent  to  one  of 
their  rcmonftrances,  he  turned  a  yet  more  zealous  partizan  of  the  Kina'^ 
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Sir  Nicholas  Stanning,  Trcvannion,  and  Arundel,  were  Ann.  1642. 
zealous  enough  to  raifc  and  arm,  at  their  own  charge^ 
a  body  of  foot,  of  near  fifteen  hundred  men  :  with 
thefc  they  not  only  preferved  the  entire  conquefi:  of 
Cornwall,  but  made  fuccefsful  incurfions  into  Devon- 
fhire.  The  fame  of  thefe  exploits  gave  fuch  an  alarm 
to  the  parliament,  that  they  ordered  Ruthen,  a  Scotfman, 
the  governor  of  Plymouth,  and  the  earl  of  Stamford,  to 
put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  all  their  forces  in  Dorfet- 
fhire,  Somerfetfhire,  and  Devonfhire  ;  and  to  fubdue  Sir 
Ralph  Hopton,  and  his  party,  before  they  made  any  far- 
ther progrefs.  On  the  advance  of  Ruthen,  who  was 
followed  with  another  confiderable  body  of  men,  under 
thc  command  of  thq  earl  of  Stamford,  Hopton  and 
his  party  retired  to  Bodmin,  where  they  had  fummoned 
the  train-bands  of  the  county,  who,  on  the  fame  of  this 
invafion,  attended  them  in  confiderable  numbers.  Ru- 
then, emulous  of  enjoying,  without  a  rival,  the  repu- 
tation of  giving  a  total  defeat  to  the  enemy,  hafiiened 
to  an  action  ;  a  circumflance  which,  with  more  reafon, 
was  equally  defircd  by  the  royalifls.  Inflead  of  a  vic- 
tory, of  which  Ruthen  had  thought  himfelf  fccure, 
he  met  with  a  total  defeat,  on  a  place  called  Bradoc- 
Downs,  with  the  lofs  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pri- 
foners,  his  colors,  artillery,  and  arms  ;  and  flying  with 
a  few  broken  troops  to  Saltafh,  from  thence  efcaped, 
almofi:  alone,  with  fome  diflliculty,  to  Plymouth,  leav- 
ing his  ordnance,  with  a  fliip  of  four  hundred  tons 
he  had  brought  to  defend  this  town,  behind  him  *, 
Stamford  having  not  forces   fufi[icient  to  engage  Hop- 


•  Sevenfcorc  prifoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
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Ann.  1642.  ton's  viclorious  band,  retired  with  precipitation,  and 
diftributed  his  troops  into  Plymouth  and  Exeter.  After 
this  fervice,  the  Cornilh  train-bands,  according  to  their 
wonted  cuflom,  difbanded  ;  and  the  royalifts,  being  in 
want  of  two  eflential  articles,  money  and  powder  *, 
Were  conftrained  to  enter  into  a  convention  of  neutra- 
lity with  the  parliamentary  party  in  Devonlhirc. 

The  northern  and  ^Ve{le^n  counties  were  not  the 
only  parts  of  the  kingdom  in  which   the  balance  be- 
gan to   turn  in  favor  of  the  King  ;  the   marquis  of 
Hertford,  having  raifed  in  Wales  a  body  of  two  thou- 
fand  foot,  and  one  regiment  of  horfe,  had,  in  his  way 
cirencciier     to  Oxford,  attempted,  tho'  in  vain,  to  furprife  Cirencef- 
'  ^yailfuf  **"*  ter,  a  town  in  Glocefterfhire,  which  being  fituated  on  the 
edge    of  Wiltfliire,  Berkfliire,    and  Oxfordfhire,  very 
f  much  ftreightened  and  incommoded  the  King's  quar- 

ters j  and,  from  this  circumftance,  being  an  objecft  of 
importance  to  both  parties,  was  ftrongly  garrifoned  by 
the  parliament,  and  again  attempted  by  prince  Rupert. 
The  town  being  taken  by  ftorm,  a  whole  regiment  of 
the  parliament  forces  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  eleven 
hundred  prifoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with 
four  thoufand  Hands  of  arms,  and  the  whole  magazine. 
The  conquefl  of  this  town  extended  the  King's  quarters 
from  Oxford  toWorccller,  the  two  counties  of  Hertford- 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  captain  Carteret,  the  late  comptroller  of  the 
navy,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  conteft,  had  tranfported  himfelf  into 
Jerfcy,  as  if  fent  by  Providence,  now  came  into  Cornwall,  to  raife  a 
troop  of  horfe  for  the  King's  fervice  ;  and,  on  the  defire  of  the  party, 
returned  into  France,  from  whence  he  undertook  to  fupply  them  witb 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  powder.     Clar.  Hijl.  vol.  II.  p.  104. 

ihirc 


CHARLES 


I. 


429 


(hire  and  Worcefterfhire  having  been  left  free  to  the  cnc-  Ann.  1542. 
my,  on  the  earl  of  Stamford's    removal  to  the   Weft. 
The  rapacity  and  profligacy  of  the  King's  army,  v^ith 
the   cruelty  that   prevailed    in   the    councils    at    Ox- 
ford,    in    fome     meafure     rendered     this    important 
conqueft  an  incident    difadvantageous   to    the    King, 
The  gentry  of  fortune  in   thefe  parts  having   retired 
to    Cirenceller    with    their    effeas    *,    the    town   af- 
forded much    plunder:   this    was  fo  indifcriminately 
feized   by    the    foldiers,  that   many    men,  who    had 
been  imprifoned   by   the   garrifon,  for  being  notori- 
oufly  difaffeded  to  the  parliament,  found  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  partv  their  liberty  and  their  ruin  together  f.  ciarcnJon's 
The  fame  of  the  plunder  of  this  town,  with  the  great  p.  ^7. 
diforders  and  excefTcs   which    the  King's    army  had, 
from  the   beginning  of  the  war,  committed    in  their 
marches  and  quarters,  determined  many  to  acft  againft 
him,  who  had  at   firfl  endeavored  to  preferve   a  neu- 
trality ;  and  the  difreputation  which  the  caufe  of  pre- 
rogative incurred  from  thefe  incidents,  was  much  in- 
creafed  by  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  taken  at  Ci-  whuiock. 
renceller  J.       Thefe   unfortunate    captives,  many   ofcVudtyof 
them    being  wounded,  were   ftripped   almoft   naked, '^*'°y*^^^*- 
tied  together  with  cords,  and  in  this  condition  driven 

*  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  thought  impregnable  to  any 
force  the  King  would  be  able  to  raife. 

-f  One  John  Plot,  a  zealous  royalift  lawyer,  found,  on  his  return 
to  his  houfe,  that  it  had  been  plundered  of  1 200 1  one  penny  of  which 
he  could  never  recover. 

J  The  fpirits  of  the  party  being  raifed  by  the  prefent  unexpefted 
appearance  of  their  affairs,  Charles  now  flung  off  the  counterfeit  charac- 
ter of  candor  and  humanity,  which  his  neceffity  had  obliged  him  to  adopt. 
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Ann.  164a.  along  with  whips  to  Oxford,  where  tlicy  were  expofed 
to  the  infuhs  of  the  King  and  court,  who  made  thcni- 
fcves  merry  with  their  mifery  *.  A  plot  to  deliver 
up  the  city  of  Brillol  to  the  King,  was  difcovered  by 
Nathaniel  Fiennes,  the  governbr,  and  the  principal 
perfons  concerned  in  it  were  executed  f.      The  carl  of 

*  Whitlock  fays,  that  a  proper  hantlfome  yoiin^  man  of  fpirit,  whofc 
(kin,  where  it  could  be  fcen  for  the  blood  wh  ch  trickled  down  his 
wounds,  appeared  remarkably  delicate,  not  being  able  to  walk  on  ac- 
count of  his  weak  condition,  was  for  this  reafon  put  on  the  bare  back 
of  an  horfej  on  which,  though  his  wounds  gapeil  wide,  and  his  body 
was  in  a  manner  covered  with  blootl,  he  fat  upright  with  an  undaunted 
countenance.  On  his  coming  near  the  King,  a  brawling  woman,  to 
ninke  her  court,  cried  out,  "  Oh  you  iraitorly  rogue,  you  arc  well 
enough  ferved  :"  To  this  brural  inlult  the  fpirited  youth  returned  a  Icorn- 
ful  I{X)k,  and  crying,  "  you  bale  whore,"  dropped  down  dead.  IVhit' 
h(k^  p.  64. 

-j-  1  hefe  were  Ycomans  and  Boucher.  To  Yeomans,  the  lad  year% 
(hcriff,  the  King  had  fent  a  commifllon  to  raife  forces,  and  appoint  what 
commanders  he  though:  pio[x r.  Yeomans,  on  this  authority,  joined  with 
Boucher  to  form  a  plot  to  feize  the  city  for  the  King  :  fi  veral  other  inha- 
bitants entered  into  the  defiyn,  but  it  w.is  difcovered  the  very  night  it  was  to 
be  executed.  On  the  parliament's  fending  down  a  commifllon  to  pro- 
ceed againll  the  confpirators  by  martial  law,  the  King  writ  to  Fiennes 
the  governor,  that  he  wou'd  retaliate  on  the  prifoners  in  his  hands. 
Fiennes  returned  a  fpirited  and  lenfible  reply,  in  which,  having  ob- 
fcrved  on  the  ciifVerence  between  priloners  of  war  and  fpies  and  con- 
fpirators, he  fhevvcd  that  the  parliament  had  in  their  hands  prifoners 
enough  to  make  reprilals.  '1  liis  reply  of  Fiennes*  produced  a  letter 
from  the  King  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Brillol,  commanding 
them  and  the  otjicr  inhabitants  to  rife  againft  the  governor  and  garrifon, 
and  ftt  the  convids  free.  This  mandate  little  profited  Yeomans  and 
Boucher,  who  were  executed  acce^rding  to  their  fcntencc  ;  nor  did  the 
Kin'T think  fit  to  realize  his  threat  on  his  prifoners,  fome  of  whom,  viz.  cap- 
tain John  Lilburn,  Ciift.ui,  Catefl^y,  and  Robert  Vivers,  had  before  nar- 
rowly cfcaped  his  vengeance  i  a  fentcncc  of  death  having  been  paflcd  upon 
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Worccfter  and  his  fon  the  lord  Herbert,  two  Papifls,  who,  Ann.  xi^z- 
on  the  authority  of  commiflions  they  had  received  from 
the  King  in  the  *  beginning  of  the  war,  had  raifcd 
in  Wales  fifteen  hundred  foot  and  near  five  hundred 
horfe,  after  fonie  little  fuccefs,  attempted  to  take  Clo- 
ceftcr  ;  but  Sir  William  Waller,  an  officer  of  rank  in 
tllex's  army,  with  a  party  of  light-horfe  and  dra- 
goons, to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  after  tak- 
ing Winchefter  \  and  Chichefler  %,  made  a  rapid 
march  through  Wiltfliire,  feized  Malmfbury  by  the  tTc'pariki. 
way,  a  fmall  garrifon  of  the  King's,  and  advanced 
to  Glocefler,  where  he  fur  prized  the  lord  Herbert's 
Welch   forces,  which   had  blockaded   this   city  ;   and 
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them  by  Sir  Robert  Heath,  byviitue  of  the  King's  commiflion  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  to  try  hisopponentsforhigh-treafon:  but  the  parliamentdeclared* 
that  were  it  put  in  execution,  they  would  upon  this,  or  any  orher  fuch 
occafion,  inflict  the  like  fate  on  the  prifoners  in  their  pov/er.  This  ex- 
ertion of  the  parliament  prefervcd  their  friends  from  the  violence  in- 
tended them  ;  but  captain  Robert  Ludlow  (the  hopeful  fon  of  that 
zealous  partizan  of  Liberty  Sir  Henry  Ludlow,  who  had  engaged  every 
member  of  his  family  in  the  caufe)  died  of  the  ill  ufage  he  received 
from  the  enemy.     Ludlow's  Memoirs^  P*  3^* 

*  They  were  appointed  to  the  government  of  South-Wales.  Cla- 
rendon obferves  on  thcfe  commiflions,  that  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  pre- 
judices which  had  been  againll  the  houfe  of  Worceflier,  and  the  popifli 
religion  profcfled  there,  would  have  been  compofcd  by  the  public- 
heartednefs  of  thofe  who,  for  the  caufe  and  confciencc-fake,  would,  it 
was  hoped,  facrifice  all  trivial  and  private  contentions  to  an  union  that 
mufl:  vindicate  the  religion,  honor,  andjuilice,  of  the  kingdom.  Clar. 
llijl.  vol.  II.  p.  1  iH. 

f  In  this  town  was  taken  prifoner  the  lord  Grandifon  and  24  officers, 
of  inferior  rank,  700  private  foldiers,  600  officers ,  and  600  arms. 

J  The  townftrten  were  fo  di^iffeaed  to  the  caufe,  that  the  garrlfoti 
was  obliged  to  lurrender  after  a  ficgc  of  a  little  more  than  a  week,  oa 
po  better  conditions  than  quarter.    Clar,  Hift,  vol.  II.  p.  96. 
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Aon.  .642.  being  fccondcd  by  a  brifk  fally  from  the  town,  gave 
them  a  total  defeat,  killed  live  hundred  011  the  fpot, 
and  took  one  thoufand  prifoners.  From  Glocefter  he 
proceeded  to  the  city  of  Hereford.  wheiT  the  fame 
of  his  via:ory  had  fo  terrified  colonel  Price,  the  gover- 
nor, that  he  furrendercd  on  the  firll  fummons.  The 
town  of  Tewklbury  was  equally  compliant ;  but  Wal- 
ler, having  intelligence  that  prince  Maurice,  with  a 
large  party  of  horfe,  was  on  his  way  to  fight  him, 
contented  hinifclf  with  fending  the  foldiers  and  the 
confiderablc  men  out  of  the  towns  he  had  taken  pri- 
foners  to  Briflol ;  neither  placing  garrifons  in  his  new 
conquells,  nor  fitting  down  before  Worcefler,  which  had 
refufed  him  admittance,  but  returned  to  Glocefter,  and 
from  thence  re-joined  ElFex's  army. 

The  advantage  the  public  caufe  had  gained  from 
the  active  genius  of  Waller,  was  more  than  balanced 
by  a  lofs  at  this  time  received  in  Leicefterfhire.  The 
Clofe  of  the  cathedral  of  Lichfield,  which  had  been 
eredled  by  one  of  its  bifliops,  being  capable  of  mak- 
ing a  good  defence  by  its  natural  advantages,  and 
the  fortifications  which  had  been  made  round  it, 
was  feized  for  the  King  by  a  party  of  royalifts. 
To  fupprefs  this  growing  faction  within  the  limits 
of  his  aflbciation,  Robert  Greville  lord  Broke  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  drawn 
from  the  earl  of  EfTex's  army  and  the  garrifons  of 
Warwic  and  Coventry,  which  were  joined  to  an  addi- 
tional power  Sir  John  Gell  had  brought  from  Derby. 
With  thefe,  after  he  had  feized  a  magazine  of  the 
King's  at  Northampton,  and  from  Stratford  upon 
Avon  had  beat  a  detachment  of  his  forces  under  the 
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colonels  Croker  and  WagftaiF,  he  advanced  to  Lich-  Ann.  164^. 
field,  wliich  city  being  unfortified  was  abandoned  bv 
the  royalifts,  who  retired  into  the  Clofe.  The  general, 
too  carelefs  of  his  fafety,  lodged  in  a  houfe  within 
mufket-fliot  of  the  Clofe;  and  in  his  chamber,  the 
day  he  meant  to  afifault  it,  whilft  he  was  concerting 
difpofitions  for  the  fiege,  the  window  being  open,  a 
mufket-fhot  from  the  wall  of  the  Clofe  by  the  hand 
of  a  private  foldier  took  him  in  the  left  eye,  and  ^"*^  ^^^ 
killed  him  on  the  fpot.  Thus  the  fatal  aim  of  athe?orr° 
common  hireling  deprived  the  nation  of  an  eminent  ^'^°^*^' 
citizen,  whofe  every  adion  of  public  life,  flowing 
from  the  tw^o  afiTedlions  of  fixed  averfion  to  defpotifm, 
and  an  ardent  love  for  Liberty,  carried  the  tind  of  a 
brilliant  patriotifm.  He  was  defcended  from  a  younger 
fon  of  Fulk  Greville,  created  lord  Broke  by  King  James, 
yet  fucceeded  this  nobleman  in  his  title.  His  breeding 
was  at  Cambridge,  v/here  he  made  fo  great  a  progrefs 
in  letters,  that  even  thofe  who  hated  him  for  his  po- 
litical condudt,  allow  that  his  learning  was  confider- 
able  for  his  rank  *.     His  natural  good  fenfc  and  gene-  Athen* 

Oxonieniet. 

*  He  wrote  and  publifhed  the  following  pieces :  The  Nature  of 
Tnith  i  its  Union  and  Unity  with  the  Soul,  which  is  one  in  its  Effence, 
Faculties,  Ads,  one  with  Truth.  Lond.  1640.  i2mo.  A  Difcourfe 
opening  the  Nature  of  Epifcopacy  as  exercifed  in  England.  Lon.  1641. 
4to.  Anthony  Wood  fays,  that  lord  Broke  was  aflifted  in  this  work 
by  fome  puritanical  minifters.  Milton  commends  it  for  breathing  the 
fpirit  of  toleration,  which,  as  Mr.  Walpole  obferves,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Noble  Authors,  was  not  the  fpirit  of  the  puritans.  There  are  four 
fpeeches  publifhed  that  were  fuppofed  to  be  fpoken  by  lord  Broke  ;  two 
in  the  Guildhall  in  London,  concerning  the  King's  rcfufal  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  ;  one  at  the  eledion  of  his  captains  and  commanders,  at  War- 
wic-caftle  -,  and  an  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  Philip  earl  of  Pembroke  con- 
cerning accommodation,  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  December  the  19th. 
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Ann.  164a.  rofity  of  mind,  enlarged  by  fciencc,  occafioned  him 
to  view  the  llavcry  into  which  his  country  was  fallen 
in  its  true  colors  ;  and  the  warmth  of  his  feelings 
made  him  refent  it  fo  ilrongly,  that  he  not  only  choic 
to  forego  the  trifling  advantages  of  rank  among  a  fet 
of  fellow-ilaves,  but  the  fweets  of  living  in  his  own 
coimtry,  to  find  a  retreat  among  the  favages  of  Ame- 
rica. An  exertion  of  tyranny  fatal  to  its  authors 
prevented  him  from  putting  this  defign  in  practice*. 
The  oppreflions  of  the  court  at  length  roufing  a  fpirit 
of  oppofition,  the  lord  Broke  had  the  refolution  to  re- 
fufe  the  King  to  enter  into  an  engagement  which  he 
propofed  to  the  peers  at  York,  of  profeflions  of  ad- 
herence to  him,   and  abhorrence  of  the  Scots,   who 

1642.     The  three  firft  fpeeches  are  genuine  ;    but  this   lad,    whicfi 
breathes  a  fpirit  of  acrimony  foreign  to  the  gentle  nature  of  lord  Broke, 
is  fpurious.     Clarendon,  in  his  own  Life,  publilhed  in  1761,  confeiTes 
with  triumph  that  the  fpeech  was  written  by  himfelf,  and  publifhedin. 
lord  Broke's  name,  to  make  this  nobleman  odious.     Such  were  the  em- 
ployments of  the  King's  counfellors,  and  fuch  the  low  arts  pradifed  at 
Oxford.     Clarendon  farther  tells  us,  that  it  was  lord  Pembroke's  vanity 
which  prevented  this  fpeech  from  being  difclaimed  by  authority  ;  for 
many  fpecious  arguments  for  an  accommodation  having  been  put  in 
Pembroke's  fpeech,  it  gained  him  fuch  applaufc  from  the  populace, 
that  he  oppofed  an  intended  motion  of  lord  Broke's  to  the  upper  houfe, 
for  the  burning  the  publication  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman  ;  the  earl 
of  Portland,  a  difguifed  Papift,  who  had  attended  parliament  on  pur- 
pofe  to  do  the  King  fervice,  and  who  was  the  agent  in  this  bufinefs, . 
having  occafioned  it  to  be  printed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  where  the 
carl  of  Pembroke's  fpeech  ended  on  one  fide  the  leaf,  the  lord  Broke's 
began  on  the  other  fide.     Clar.  Lifcy  vol.  I.  p.  136,  ^  feq^. 

•  Broke,  Hazlcrig,  Cromwell,  Hampden,  who  engaged  with  fuch 
fpirit  and  fuccefs  againft  the  tyranny  of  the  crown  and  mitre  in  England, 
could  have  done  them  little  mifchicf  in  America, 
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were  termed  rebels.  The  lord  Broke  was  one  of  the  Ann.  164*. 
moH  adtive  members  in  the  upper  houfe,  in  all  the 
patriot  meafures  purfued  by  the  parliament  in  i  640. 
When  the  ordinance  for  the  militia  took  place,  he  was 
appointed  lieutenant  of  Warwicfliirc,  accepted  of  a 
colonelfliip  in  the  militia,  and  foon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  was  nominated  to  the  command  of 
the  afTociated  counties  of  LeiceHer,  Stafford,  and  Derby. 
In  this  office  he  exerted  the  utmofl  fpirit  and  gallantry,  • 
till  the  fatal  hardinefs  of  a  courage  which  difcarded  pru- 
dence deprived  his 'country  of  the  double  advantages 
they  derived  from  his  fpirited  counfels  in  the  fenate, 
and  his  intrepid  condud;  in  the  field.  Nor  was  his 
death  only  a  public  lofs  ;  his  mild,  affable,  humane, 
and  civilized  manners,  with  all  the  train  of  virtues 
that  adorn  private  life  *,  rendered  the  fiege  of  Lichfield 
Clofe  an  incident  of  continual  regret  and  mourning 
to  his  numerous  friends.  As  his  oppofition  to  the  King 
was  directed  by  the  conviction  of  his  judgment  and 
confcience,  it  is  faid,  that  in  his  prayers  he  afked  of 


> 
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*  The  royalifts  being  obliged  to  own  (or  having  nothing  to  objedl 
againft)  the  virtues  of  lord  Broke,  fuppofe,  that  if  he  had  lived  longer, 
he  would  have  feen  what  they  term  his  errors,  and  deferred  his  party. 
Clarendon  in  this  point  differs  from  his  brethren,  and  obferves,  he  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  thofe  who  could  have  been  with  moft  difficulty  re- 
conciled to  the  government  of  the  church  and  ftate  ;  and  therefore  his 
death  was  looked  upon  as  no  ill  omen  to  peace,  and  exceedingly  la- 
mented by  his  party,  who  had  fcarce  a  more  abfolute  confidence  in  any 
man  than  in  him.  Previous  to  this  obfervation,  the  fame  author  gives 
an  unwilling  teftimony  of  his  confcientious  charader,  viz.  that  thofe  who 
were  acquainted  with  lord  Broke  believed  him  to  be  well  natured  and 
;uft,  and  rather  feduced  and  corrupted  in  his  underftanding,  than  per- 
verfeand  malicious.     Clar.  Hijl.  vol.  II.  p.  114. 
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God,  that  if  the  caufc  he  was  engaged  in  was  not  right, 
he  might  be  cut  off.  His  happening  to  repeat  this 
token  of  his  fincerity  on  the  day  he  died,  it  furniilicd 
triumph  to  the  royal  party,  who,  according  to  the 
wonted  cuftom  of  fuperflitious  bigots,  proclaimed  this 
as  an  immediate  interpolition  of  Providence ;  and  lower- 
ing the  divine  character  to  the  level  of  human  vitiated 
judgment,  aflcrted,  that  fudden  deftruiStion  was  the 
way  which  God  had  taken  to  corre(5l  the  errors  of  a 
religious  confcientious  man  *. 

•  Thofe  accidents  of  the  war  whofc  circumftances  are  congruous 
with  particular  incidents  pertinent  to  their  different  opinions,  are  by 
the  weak  enthufiafts  of  both  parties,  according  as  it  favors  their  caufc^ 
claimed  as  interpofitions  of  Providence,  commonly  called  judgments ; 
but  in  allowing  that  the  confequencc  of  actions  determines  them  juft  or 
unjuft,  they  neither  of  them  confider  that  they  give  an  advantage  to 
their  opponents  equal  to  what  they  claim  themfelves,  fince  from  the 
natural  incidents  of  war  each  party  had  an  opportunity  to  triumph  in 
their  turn.     The  remarks  of  the  partizans  of  the  crown  and  church  on 
the  death  of  lord  Broke,  Ihcw  too  much  the  fuperftitious  bigotry  of  the 
party,  to  be  omitted.     Wood,  in    his  Athcnac  Oxonienfes,  to  make 
the  judgment  more  fignificant,  tells  us,  "  That  lord  Broke  being  fent  to 
affault  the  church  Clofe  at  Lichfield,  ihen  defended  by  a  fmall  garrifon 
placed  there  by  his  majefty  out  of  a  pious  intent  for  the  prefcrvaiion  of 
the  cathedral,  intended,  when  taken,  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  lord  Broke, 
was,    though  harneffed    with   plate  armor  cap-a-pec,    (hot  from    the 
church  in  the  eye  by  one  Diot  a  clergyman,  who  could  neither  hear  nor 
fpeak ;  that  this  memorable  accident  happened  on  the  fecond  day  of 
March,   1642,  thcfcftival  of  that  fome  time  famous  bifhop  St.  Ccdd  or 
Chadd,  to  whofe  memory  Offa,  fome  time  king  of  the  Mercians,  did 
creft  the  faid  cathedral,  and  devoutly  dedicated  it."     Clarendon,  in  the 
feme  ftyle  which  he  always  ufes  when  he  fpcaks  his  own  fcntiments, 
gravely  in  the  following  words  fays,  "  There  were  many  difcourfes  and 
obfcrvations  upon  the  lord  Brokc's  death ;  that  it  (houlJ  be  upon  St. 
Chadd*s  day,  by  whofc  name,  he  being  a  bilhop  Ihortly  after  planting 
Chriftianity  in  this  ifland,  that  church  had  been  anciently  called  5  and 
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The  death  of  their  general,    inftead  of  daunting  Aon.  1642. 
the  foldicrs  with  fuperftitious  terror,  heightened  their 
courage  with  the  dcfu'c  of  vengeance.    Under  Sir  John 

it  was  reported,  that  in  his  prayer  that  very  morning,  for  he  ufcd  to 
pray  publicly,  though  his  chaplain  were  in  the  prefcnce,  he  wiflicd  that 
if  the  caufc  he  was  in  was  not  right  and  juft,  that  he  might  be  prefently 
cut  off.     The  pious  Laud,  himfeif  under  the  afflidion  of  confinement 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  made  the  following  memorial  in  his  Diary : 
"  Thurfday  morning,  March  2d,  St.  Cedd*s  day,  the  lord  Broke  (hot 
in  the  left  eye,  and  killed  in  the  place  at  Lichfield,  going  to  give  onfet 
on  the  Clofe  of  the  church,  he  ever  having  been  fierce  againft  bifhops 
and  cathedrals,  his  bcver  up  and  armed  to  the  knee,  fo  that  a  mnfkec 
at  that  diftance  could  have  done  him  little  harm."     The  fame  Iv»od 
farther  obfcrvcs  on  the  following  anfwer  of  Broke**  to  ft  young  lord, 
who  had  faid  he  was  forry  for  the  archbiftiop's  commitment,  if  it  were 
but  for  the  building  of  Paul's,  "  I  hope  one  of  us  (hall  live  to  fee  not 
one  ftonc  left  upon  another  of  that  building  v"  "  But  the  church  lunds 
ycr,  and  that  eye  i»  put  out  which  hoped  to  fee  the  ruins  of  iL     ]  I« 
was  killed  in  the  place  without  fpeaking  00c  word;  he  that  wi?  an 
enemy  to  cathedrals  died  in  the  affjtulc  of  a  cathedral ;  it  w«  on  .^t. 
Chadd*jj  day.     This  lord  Broke»  who  did  often  brag  thic  l»c  ft»oolJ  fee 
the  millenary  fools  pnradife  bcgia  in  his  life-time,  did  give  occalion. 
by  words  that  he  uitcred  to  ccnaki  oWctTing  pcrtoiu,  to  think  ih«  hit 
death  was  near,  viz.  that  at  his  f^oing  oat  of  Coventry,  whea  he  vs'cnc 
iwud  Lichfield*  he  gave  oetier  to  hh  chipliin,  th»:  he  (hnniUl  preach 
v^ca  this  tcxt»  •»  U  I  pcrifli  I  perilh,"  being  the  v^wds  of  Efthcf  in  « 
difTcrent  buc  t\ir  bctccr  cau&  ^  alli>  thii  in  a  |w*\>er  of  •bo\'e  *n  hour 
long.  %»*wch  be  cooc«»>ca  before  his  kitki^  on  c he  CloTc,  he  vas  heard 
to  wi(b  th.1i  if  the  Ciuie  he  wat  i«  were  not  rig»>t  ind  jvift,  he  mij^ht  be 
pTcfcnily  cue  off,  ufing  the  like  expreir^om  to  hi$  ^dicrs  allb." 

.<vxh  were  tl>c  cb^rvitwns  >nd  rcfteclions  n»dc  by  the  ttiktOi  roy. 
alids  snd  dcvouc  churchmen  on  th^  hxeoit  worthy  man,  whi>  fell  a 
v»airt»  to  his  pnectpW  and  confcience.  Tl^ere  tre  weak  bigoa  and  fa- 
nKic3  in  all  opiniofls^  if  the  Pttmans  hjudihrir  I*rynno,  ihdr  Burtons^ 
ami  ihcir  Vicart,  ihc  Epticopallint  h*d  their  Clarendons,  their  Souths, 
M^  their  L*\xU.  Dr.  South,  in  one  oe'  his  (ermons,  ireai^  l*rgcl}'  of 
God^  vo^ctiKC  tgainll  the  jirofaners  of  St.  Chadti**  day. 

Gdl, 


43^ 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


CHARLES        I. 


439 


Mn.  1642.  Gcll,  who  fucceedcd  to  the  command,  the  ficge  was 
carried  on  vigoroufly,  and  the  Clofe  taken,  with  the 
earl  of  Chefterfield  and  the  garrifon  prifoners.  This 
bufinefs  was  fucceeded  by  a  Iharp  combat  between  Sir 
John  Cell  and  the  earl  of  Northampton,  who  was  ad- 
vancing from  Banbury  to  relieve  Lichfield,  in  liis  way 
to  Stafford.  Sir  John  Gcll  was  joined  by  a  body  of 
men  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Brereton. 
Northampton,  who  was  unacquainted  with  this  cir- 
cumftancc,  marched  out  of  Stafford  to  fight  Gell.  The 
two  armies  met  on  Hopton  Heath.  Gell's  horfe  was  rout- 
ed ;  but  his  foot  having  the  better  of  the  King's  in- 
fantry under  Sir  John  Byron,  rendered  it  fomewhat 
doubtful  on  which  fide  was  the  vi(n:ory.  The  King's 
forces  retreated  to  Stafford,  with  the  lofs  of  their  general 
the  earl  of  Northampton,  whofe  zeal  for  the  caufe  he 
w^as  engaged  in,  and  detefiation  of  the  enemy,  made 
liini  rcfufe  quarter  *.  On  the  parliament's  fide  was 
loft  a  great  number  of  men,  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon. 

On  the  very  day  that  the  parliament  ordered  their 

commillioners  from  Oxford,  the  earl  of  Effex,  who  had 

drawn  his  troops  together  about  Windfor  for  the  pur- 

'  pofe,  was  directed  to  lay  ficge  to  Reading.    This  town, 

which  was  but  indifferently  fortified,  and  ill  provided 

*  Northampton's  refufing  to  take  quarter,  humanely  offered  him  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  following  abufive  terms,  "  That  he  fcorned  to  take 
quarter  from  fuch  bafc  rogues  and  rebels,"  is  related  by  Clarendon  as  a 
circumftance  that  docs  honor  to  his  memory.  It  is  faid  that  the  King 
gave  away  from  the  fon  of  this  earl  the  rangerftiip  of  a  foreft  which  he 
had  foliciied ;  and  on  bting  remembered  of  his  father's  fervices  he  re- 
plied, "  Hath  the  earl  done  more  than  became  him,  to  die  for  his 
King  ?'*    Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  1 15. 

with 


with  ammunition,  was  thought  to  be  fo  little  able  to  Ann.  1642, 
refift  a  ficge,   that  it  was  refolved  in  Charles's  council 
of  war  to  difcontinue  the  works,    and  draw  off   the 
magazine  and  garrifon,  confiding  of  three  thoufand 
foot  and  three  hundred  horfc.  This  was  to  be  done  before 
the  end  of  April  ;  but  the  parliament  having  put   an 
end  to  the  treaty  fooner  than  was  expelled,   and  their 
forces  appearing  before  the  town  earlier  than  it  was 
imagined  they  would  venture  the  field,  the  rcfolution 
did  not  take  place :  the  parliament  forces  that  fat  down 
before  Reading  amounted  to  fcventecn  thoufand  men,, 
horfe  and  foot  *.       In  a  council  of  war  it  was  deter- 
mined rather  to  attack  the  town  by  regular  approaches  f , 
than  to  attempt  the  taking  it  by  llorm.      The  fixth  01' 
feventh  day  of  the  fiegcSir  Arthur  Afton,  the  governor  of 
Reading, was  difabledby  abrick-tile  from  ihcimpulfcof 
a  cannon-fhot  lighting  on  his  head.  This  accident  occa- 
fioncd  fuch  difmay  in  the  garrifon,  that  tliough  com- 
miffary  Wilmot,  with  a  detacluncni  of  borfi'.  from  Ox- 
ford, had  found  means  to  throw  in  five  hundred  men 
with  a  fupply  of  powder,  tliey  furrcndcrcd  the  t^wn^J^j^ 
to  the  enemy;  but  on  articles  of  capitulation  which  pirBM««<. ' 
were  favorable  to  the  King,  except  one,  which  delivered 
up  to  the  vengeance  of  parliament  ihc  dclerters  of  their 
party.     On  Afton's  misfortune,  the  chief  command  had 
devolved  on  colonel  Yielding,    who  fcnnid  means,  the 
King  being  on  hi.-;  march  from  Oxford  with  an  intent 
to  favor  the  retreat  of  the  garrifon,  to  get  out  of  the 

♦  This  was  a  very  fuperior  army  to  what  the  King  had  at  Oxford- 

t  Clarendon  fays,  that  this  was  the  firft  regular  Hc^c  that  liJipiKaed: 
m  England. 
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town,  and  confult  his  plcafure  on  the  fubje<5l  of  ca- 
pitulation. As  Ruthen  the  King's  general,  lately  created 
carl  of  Forth  *,  had  been  repulfed  in  an  attempt  to 
force  the  pafs  of  Caveriham  Bridge,  which  led  to  the 
town  t,  the  King  was  glad  to  accept  of  terms  that  fe- 
curcd  him  his  garrifon,  with  their  arms,  baggage,  and 
ammunition;  but  on  pretence  that  he  had  never  feen 
the  articles  in  writing,  and  only  in  general  terms  con- 
fentcd  that  the  garrifon  fhould  march  away  with  their 
arms  and  baggage,  if  the  enemy  agreed  to  thofe  con- 
ditions, and  that  colonel  Fielding  had  not  reprefented 
to  him  the  (late  of  the  town  fairly  ;  he  was  afterwards 
tried,  and  fentenced  to  lofe  his  head  by  a  council  of 
war  at  Oxford,  but  obtained  a  pardon. 

The  fiegc  of  Reading  was  anentcrprize  concerted  by 
EfTex,  and  obflinately  infifted  on  by  him,  with  a  defign  to 
retard  the  progrefs  of  the  parliament's  arms  ;  the  ableft 
men  in  the  fecret  committee  for  military  affairs,  and  par- 
ticularly Mr.  Hampden,  having  planned  the  nobler  pro- 
ject of  marching  ftraight  to  Oxford  J ;  and  as  the  King  was 
at  this  time  in  extreme  want  of  ammunition  §,  that 

*  Ruthen  had  fought  the  King's  battles  in  Scodand  as  governor  of 
Edinburgh-caftlc. 

"t"  Fielding  being  on  a  treaty  with  the  enemy  had  made  no  motion  to 
favor  the  attack. 

J  It  was  probably  with  the  fame  defign  that  Eflex  preferred  the  at- 
tacking  Reading  by  a  regular  fiege  than  by  ftorm ;  the  latter  in  a  coun- 
cil of  war  having  been  preferred  by  the  officers  of  horfe,  and  among  them 
Mr.  Hampden.     Cla.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  178. 

§  The  King  had  no  other  fupply  of  powder  than  the  remainder  of 
the  400  barrels  fent  by  the  queen  from  Holland  before  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities,  at  this  time  diftributcd  in  his  fcvcral  garrifons.     In 
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important  place,  with  all  its  dependant  garrifons,  mufl  Ann.  1642. 
have  fallen  into  their  Jiands  *.  EfTex  got  rid  of  this 
advice,  importunately  feconded  by  all  the  zealous  oppo- 
nents of  the  court,  on  the  pretence,  that  if  the  King 
fhould  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  befieged  in  Oxford,  as  there 
were  yet  in  the  nation,  army,  and  parliament,  a  great 
veneration  for  his  perfon,  it  might  occalion  fatal  con- 
fequences,  efpecially  if  they  left  fo  large  a  garrifon  as 
Reading  at  their  back.  On  this  laft  confideration  Ef- 
fex's  opinion  was  fubmitted  toj  but  now  that  Reading 
was  furrendered  by  the  enemy,  the  debate  was  refumed 
with  warmth,  and  Hampden  and  his  friends  ftrongly 
urged  that  the  army  fliould  immediately  march  to  Ox- 
ford. Eflex,  in  this  difficulty,  had  recourfe  to  Sir  John 
Merric,  and  other  officers  promoted  by  his  recom- 
mendation, whofe  reputation  for  experience  always 
aflifted  him  at  a  pinch  to  damp  the  vigor  of  the  com- 
mittee's councils.  It  was  now  pretended  that  the  wet 
ground  and  inclemency  of  the  weather  had  fo  infected 
the  foldiers  with  ficknefs,  that  it  would  be  a  high  de- 
gree of  raflmefs   to  proceed  on  another  expedition  f- 

the  ma<yazine  at  Oxford  there  was  not  100  barrels,  nor  match  propor- 
tionable to  the  powder.     Clar.Hifi.  vol.11,  p.  177. 

*  Oxford  was  not  fufficiently  fortified  to  fland  a  fiege,  the  garrifon 
not  well  provided  for,  and  the  multitude  of  nobility,  ladies,  and  gentry, 
that  followed  the  court  ready  to  take  and  fpread  terror  on  any  alarm. 
Clarendon  fays,  if  Eflex  had  made  a  (hew  of  marching  his  army  that 
way,  Oxford,  and  all  the  garrifon  round  it,  would  have  been  quitted 
to  him.     Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  184,   18S. 

f  The  hardQiips  of  the  field  had  been  much  abated  by  the  care  and 
affedlion  of  private  perfons  in  the  city  of  London,  who  by  voluntary- 
contributions  fent  every  day  waggons  and  carts  loaded  with  choice  pro- 
vifions  to  the  army  before  Reading,  who  were  likewife  fupplied  in  x 
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Ann.  1642.   Thefe  reafons,   though  weak,   were  fo  obainately  in- 
fifted  on,  that  they  prevailed.      The  parliament's  army 
went  a  fecond  time  into  winter-quarters ;  and  the  King, 
who,  on  the  report   that  Eflcx  had  advanced  toward 
Oxford,  had  determined  to  retire  into  the  North,  on 
the  aflUrance  of  his  pacific  difpofition,  put  his  army 
into  a  pofture  to  abide  the  enemy.     Great  was  the  dif- 
quietude  which  the  conduA  of  EfTex  occafioned  in  the 
parliament  and  city.      Their  troops  having   taken  the 
field  too  early  for  foldicrs   young  in   the  praaicc  of 
militaiy    operations,     were   confumcd    with    difcafes, 
without  performing  any  fervice  fuitable  to  fuch  an  ex- 
ertion ;   and  the  King,  who  had  in  a  manner  fufTered 
no  lofs  *,  fmce  he  never  meant  to  keep  Reading,  had 
his  forces  ready  to  take  the  field,   whilft  to  put  theirs 
into  a  pollure  of  war  required  a  great  additional  ex- 
pence.     A  diffidence  either  of  the  head  or  heart  of  a 
commander  in  chief  muft  needs  occafion  in  his  party 
anxious  apprehenfions.      Eflex's  overfight  at  Edg-hill 
and  Brentford  had  not  been  unfeen,  though  they  were 
pafTed  over,  on  the  hopes  that  regard  to  his  perfonal 
fafety  would  encline  him  to  a<5l  more  cordially  for  the 
public,  when,  by  the  confcqucnce  of  his  former  faults^ 
the  King's   affairs   carried  a  triumphant  appearance  r 
but  his  negleding  to  crulli  the  hopes  and  formidable 
pretcnfions  of  the  royalills,  when  fuccefs  began  to  pre- 
ponderate on  their  fide,  gave  but  too  cogent  reafon  to 

regular  way  by  commiflloners  appointed  for  the  purpofc.     Clar.  Hifl. 
vol.  II.  p.  178. 

•  The  granting  fuch  good  conditions  to  the  garrifon  of  Readin  g 
was  numbered  in  the  fcalc  of  Effex's  treacheries. 
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conclude  him  not  a  cool  friend,  but  an  enemy  in  d if- Ann.  1642. 
guife.  Thefe  uneafineffes  were  much  encrcafed  by  a 
very  important  lofs  the  party  fome  time  after  this  fuf- 
tained.  Effex,  on  the  blame  he  had  incurred  for  fhut- 
ting  himfclf  up  in  Reading,  made  a  motion  towards 
Oxford,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Thame,  on  the 
borders  of  Buckinghamfliire,  to  protcd  from  depreda- 
tion that  county,  which  had  cxpreffed  fo  much  zeal 
for  the  parliament  *. 

One  Hurry, a  Scotfman,  a  colonel  in  the  parliament- 
army,  not  thinking  he  had  preferment  equal  to  his  * 
merit,  offered  his  fervice  at  Oxford  f,  and  propofed  to 
condud  the  royalifts  where  they  could  make  great  ha- 
voc on  his  unprepared  comrades.  Prince  Rupert  took 
him  at  his  word,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy's 
quarters  being  very  loofe,  and  in  difpcrfed  bodies,  he 
routed  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantr}-, 
and  carried  execution  within  two  miles  of  the  gencniK 
On  the  alarm  the  treachery  of  this  bafe  Scot  occafioned, 

•  A  letter  to  the  parliament,  reTpcfling  the  fitiiation  of  the  couftty, 
informs,  that  the  King  had  fcnt  into  thole  parts  twelve  or  fourteen 
hundred  of  his  forces,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Cleveland,  accom- 
panied  with  the  lord  Chandois  and  Crawford,  and  Sir  John  Byron  > 
that  thefe  troops  pillaged  and  plundered"  towns,  and  committed  nuny 
murders ;  one  on  a  woman  big  with  child,  who  could  make  no  re- 
fiftance  -,  that  they  deftroyed  all  the  houfhold  goods  they  could  noc 
carry  away,  fpoiled  the  country,  and,  in  the  exercifc  of  their  cruelty, 
had  fired  a  country  village  called  Swanburn.     ParL  Hijh  vol.  Xlf. 

p.  259»  ^  M* 

f  Hurry  was  a  man  of  vicious  morals,  which  occafioned  the  par- 
liament not  to  encourage  him  in  the  manner  he  expeded.  Clar.  //j«. 
voL  IL  p.  204. 
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the  whole  army  was  roufed  ;  each  valiant  foldier  with 
eager  and  indignant  hafte  mounted  on  horfeback  to 
purfue   the  victor,  recover  the  prifoncrs,  and  revenge 
the  infuk.     Among  the  moil  forward  of  thefe  was  the 
gallant  Hampden,  who,   though  a  foot  officer,  joined 
the  horfe  as  a  fnnple  volunteer,  and  Rupert  being  ovcr- 
skirmiih  on  taken  on  Chalgrove  field,  entered  into  the  heat  of  the 
combat.    The  orders  which  EfTex  had  given  were,  to  en- 
tertain the  prince  with  fkirmifhes  till  he  could  come 
up ;   but  on  a  view  of  the  enemy   loaded  with    fpoil, 
the  officers  of   the  parliament  precipitately  advancing 
with  the  moft  forward  of  their  men,  were  cut  almoft 
all  off  or  taken  prifoners,   whilft  the  reft  of  the  party 
found  their  fafety  in  flight.       The  earl  of  EfTex,  who 
came  up  time  enough  to  have  a  diftant  view  of  the 
rout,  made  a  ftand  to  receive  his  flying  troops  ;  and  this 
giving  time  for  prince  Rupert  to  gain  a  bridge  which 
he  muft  necefTarily   pafs  in  his  retreat,  and  which  by 
his  directions  was  fecured  by  a  ftrong  guard  of  foot, 
he  forced  EfTex  to  retire  to  his  quarters,  and  returned 
in  triumph  to  Oxford  loaded  with  booty  and  two  hun- 
dred prifoners* 

Neither  the  conflcrnation which  this fuccefsful  ex- 
pedition had  given  the  enemy  ;  neither  the  reputation 
it  had  acquired  to  their  own  arms,  with  the  difgrace  the 
adverfary  had  fuftained ;  neither  the  fpoil  they  had  taken, 
with  the  officers  of  diflincStion  they  had  left  dead  on  the 
fpot ;  delighted  the  royalifts  equal  to  the  expciftation  that 
fome  accident  had  befallen  their  formidable  opponent 
Hampden.  One  of  their  priibners  had  given  them  the 
flattering  affiirance  that  colonel  Hampden  was  hurt: 

he 


he  had  feen  him,  he  faid,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  Ann.  164*. 
ride  ofT  the  field  before  the  action  was  finifhed,  his  head 
hanging  down,  and  his  hands  leaning  upon  his  horfe's 
neck.  The  fucceeding  day  confirmed  this  account,  with 
the  relation  that  Hampden  was  fhot  in  the  flioulders 
with  a  brace  of  bullets,  and  the  bone  broken.  In  fome 
little  time  the  triumph  of  the  royalifts  was  completed 
by  the  certain  intelligence,  that  his  wound,  after  oc- 
cafioning  him  to^  linger  fix  days  in  exquifite  pain,  had  g"^'^den. 
put  a  period  to  his  life  *.  ^ 

Thus,  to  the  high  exultation  of  all  who  wifhed  ill 
to  the  Freedom  of  the  country,  and  to  the  confterna- 
tion  of  his  party  almoft  equal  to  a  total  defeat,  an 
accident,  arifing  from  the  fpirited  activity  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  fliortened  the  glorious  courfe  of  John  Hamp- 
den ;  and  as  if  the  exiftence  of  Liberty  depended  on 
the  virtue  of  a  fingle  individual,  as  the  ftand  he  had 
made  againft  fliip-money  gave  rife  to  the  revolution 
that  fucceeded,  fo  his  premature  fate  made  way  for 
the  tyranny  of  a  fuccefsful  ufurper. 

Hampden  was  defcended  from  one  of  the  moft  an-  charaaer 
cient  families  in  Buckinghamfhire ;  and  the  death  of*'  -amp  ea. 
his  parents  devolving  on  him  early  the  pofTeffion  of  a 
large  and  opulent  fortune,  this  circumftance,  con- 
curring with  the  vivacity  of  youth,  excited  him  to  in- 
dulge in  thofe  amufements  which  confine  the  excel- 
lencies of  genius  to  the  narrow  compafs  of  private 

*  Sir  Philip  Warvvic,  in  a  confufed  relation,  hints  that  the  King, 
being  defirous  to  gain  Hampden  to  his  interell,  fent  one  dodtor  Chinner 
to  offer  him  the  afliftance  of  his  furgeons.     IFar-jjic's  Memoir s^  p.   241. 
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Ann.  164*.  gratification.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  the  uni- 
verfity,  and  finiiliing  his  education  at  the  inns  of 
court,  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  common- 
law.  After  he  had  pafled  his  thirtieth  year,  he  was 
chofen  to  reprefent  his  country  in  parliament ;  an 
incident  which  roufed  to  exertion  thofe  principles  of 
virtue  and  afFedion  to  the  public,  which  lay  latent  in 
his  character.  He  was  confulted  by  the  leading 
members  of  parliament  in  all  the  important  points 
of  oppofition,  and  joined  heartily  in  the  profecution  of 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  other  bufinefles  carried 
againft  the  court.  As  it  was  Hampden's  peculiar  ta- 
lent to  adl  powerfully  when  he  feemed  the  moft  dif- 
engaged,  and  as  he  never  put  himfelf  forward  but 
when  forwardnefs  was  neceflary,  fo  in  this  parliament 
he  was  not  thought  an  opponent  formidable  enough 
to  be  pricked  down  for  flierilF  to  prevent  his  election 
in  the  enfuing  one,  and  efcaped  a  commitment  to  the 
Tower  in  1628,  for  what  was  termed  a  riotous  pro- 
ceeding in  parliament  :  but  his  honor  not  permitting 
him  to  comply  with  the  illegal  exatflion  of  a  loan,  he 
was  among  thofe  who  fufTered  imprifonment  on  this 
bufinefs.  The  trial  of  lliip-moncy,  in  the  year  1^36, 
unfolded  to  public  view  thofe  patriotic  virtues  which 
raodcfty,  diffidence,  or  art,  had  hitherto  in  fome  mea- 
furc  obfcurcd  *  ;  and  as  the  infamous  judgment  given 

•  Clarendon  fays,  that  Hampden  was  rather  of  reputation  in  his  own 
country  than  of  public  difcourfc  or  fame  in  the  kingdom,  before  the 
bufinefs  of  (hip-money  ;  but  then  he  grew  the  argument  of  all  tongues, 
every  man  enquiring  who  and  what  he  was,  that  durft  at  his  own  charge 
fuppc^t  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  kingdom,  and  refcue  his  coun- 
try, as  he  thought,  from  being  made  a  prey  to  the  court.  Clar.  liifl* 
vol.  li.  p.  205. 

by 


by  the  judges  on  this  caufe,  roufed  the  nation  to  a  Ann.  1642. 
more  ferious  attention  to  the  condudl  and  views  of 
the  court,  thofe  men  of  genius  and  abilities  who  laid 
the  grounds  for  the  fucceeding  revolution,  began  to 
concert  meafures  how  to  improve  to  an  effectual 
height  the  growing  difcontent ;  whilil  the  frantic  ty- 
ranny of  Laud,  with  his  attempt  to  impofe  his  fupcr- 
flitious  ceremonies  on  the  Scots,  gave  fuch  advantage 
to  the  defigns  of  the  party,  that  matters  came  to  a 
ripenefs  in  lefs  than  four  years  after  this  period,  a  fpace 
of  time  which  had  been  fo  feduloufly  employed  by  the 
adlive  patriots,  Avho  had  continual  meetings  to  confult 
on  the  bufinefs  of  oppofition  *,  that  Mr.  Hampden,  it 
is  faid,  had  made  fevcral  expeditions  into  Scotland  be- 
fore the  commotions  in  that  kingdom  broke  out.  From 
the  time  that  he  engaged  in  the  important  fchcme  of 
abridging  the  power  of  the  court,  and  reforming  the 
government  of  the  country,  he  totally  difcarded  the 
levities  of  his  youth,  and  became  remarkable  for  his 
fobriety  and  llridlnefs  of  manners  ;  which,  ilill  retain- 
ing his  natural  vivacity  of  temper,  he  embelliflied  with 
an  affable,  chearful,  and  polifhed,  behavior.  In  the 
parliament  of  i  640,  an  event  which  had  been  long 
impatiently  expedled  by  the  people,  and  to  which  the 
indefatigable  induftry,  acflivity,  and  abilities,  of  Hamp- 
den had  in  a  good  meafure  conduced,  he  was  one  of  the 

•  The  two  houfes  the  moft  commonly  frequented  on  this  occafion, 
was  the  lord  Say's  houfe  at  Drou<^hton  in  Oxfordfliirc,  and  one  Mr. 
Knightly's,  a  gentleman  of  Northampton  (hire,  the  fon-in-law  of  Mr. 
Hampden,  who  had  himfelf  married  a  widow  of  the  Kn  ghtly  family.. 
PerfecuiioUndecimOy  Lond.  1648.  4to.  a  virulent  performance. 
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chief  (lircdors  of  the  anti-court  party*,  and  fpccialiy 
truflcd  in  the  biifincrs  of  watching  the  King's  con- 
duct: in  Scotland,  and  preventing  the  Scots  being  fc- 
duced  from  the  intercfts  of  Liberty  by  the  cabals  and 
cajolements  of  the  court ;  his  art  of  directing  the  un- 
derilanding  and  governing  the  inclinations  of  men  be- 
ing fuch,  that  in  all  the  tranfadions  between  the  two 
nations,  he  was  appointed  by  the  parliament  one  of 
the  commiflioners  to  treat  with  that  people  f.  When  the 
quarrel  between  the  King  and  the  parliament  came 
to  hoftilitics,  he  accepted  the  command  of  a  regiment 
of  foot  under  the  earl  of  Eflex,  and  was  one  of  the 
firft  who  opened  the  war  by  an  action,  at  a  place  called 
Brill,  in  Buckinghamfhire  J.     As  the  fagacity  and  in- 

*  Clarendon  lays,  that  at  the  commencement  of  this  parliament, 
the  eyes  of  all  men  were  fixed  upon  Hampden,  as  the  pairi^  pater^ 
and  the  pilot  that  mull  fteer  the  velTel  through  the  tcmpefts  and  rocks 
that  threatened  it-,  that  his  power  and  interell  to  do  good  or  hurt  was 
greater  than  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  or  than  any  man  of  his  rank  had 
had  at  any  time ;  his  reputation  for  honefty  being  univerfal,  and  his 
aflfeaions  appearing  fo  publicly  guided,  that  no  corrupt  or  private 
ends  could  bias  them.  He  was  appointed  by  the  parliament  one  of  the 
committee  to  prepare  the  charge  againft  the  earl  of  Strafford,  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  evidence  againft  him,  and  one  of  the  committee  to 
expedite  the  charge  againft  Laud,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury.  Ciar. 
Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  205.     PFood^s  Athen.  Oxen  vol.  II.  p.  30. 

f  The  management  of  the  Scots,  a  people  at  this  time  wholly  di- 
rcfted  by  views  of  intereft  and  bigotry,  and  who,  notwithftanding  their 
late  vigorous  oppofition,  whch  owed  its  fource  to  religious  enthufiafm, 
were  as  zealoufly  attached  to  monarchical  principles  in  civil  govern- 
ment, as  to  the  prelbyterian  difcipline  in  ecclefiaftical,  was  one  of 
thof^  points  of  the  conduit  of  the  party  which  does  the  moft  honor  to 
their  abilities. 
J  tive  miles  from  Oxford. 
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trepidity  of  his  conduct  in  the  charadter  of  a  fenator, 
had  rendered  him  fo  much  the  objed  of  the  King's 
mdignation  as   to  be  one  of  the  fix  members  marked 
for  particular  vengeance,  fo  his  adivity  and  bravery 
in  the  field,  and  his  wife  and  fpirited  counfels  on  the 
operations  of   the  war,    rendered  him  fo  formidable  a 
rival  of  EiTcx's,  that  it  was  thought,  had  he  lived,  his 
party,  who  were,  at  this  time,  highly  incenfed  at  their 
general's  conduct,  would  have  taken  his  command  from 
him,  and  given  it  to  Hampden  *.     Clarendon  has  pre- 
tended to  draw  the  exatfl  portraiture  of  this  eminent 
perfonage ;   but,  thp'  marked  with  thofe  partial  lines 
that  diflinguilh  the  hand  of  the  hiflorian,  it  is  the  tefti- 
mony  of  an  enemy  to  virtues  poflefTed  only  by  the  fore- 
moft  rank  of  men.  With  all  the  talents  and  virtues  that 
render  private  life  ufeful,  amiable,  and  refpecflable,  were 
united  in  Hampden,  in  the  highefl  degree,  thofe  ex- 
cellences which  guide  the  jarring  opinions  of  popular 
CDunfels  to  determined  points  ;  andwhilfthe  penetrated 
into  the  mod  fecret  defigns  of  other  men,   he  never 
difcovered  more  of  his  own  inclinations  than  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  the  purpofe  in  hand.      In  debate  he  was    fo 
much  a  mafter,  that  joining  the  art  of  Socrates  with 
the  graces  of  Cicero,  he  fixed  his  own  opinion  under  the 
modefl  guife  of  defiring  to  improve  by  that  of  others; 
and,  contrary  to  the  nature  of  difputes,  left  a  pleafing 
imprefilon,  which  prejudiced  his  antagonifi:  in  his  fa- 
vor, even  when  he  had  not  convinced  or  altered  his  judg- 
ment. His  carriage  was  fo  generally,  uniformly,  and  un- 

♦  His  extenfive  popularity  and  influence  in  the  army  being  fuch  as 
would  prevent  any  mifchief  arifing  from  Eflex's  refentment. 
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afFededly  affable ;  his  convcrfatioa  fo  enlivened  by  his 
vivacity,  fo  feafoned  by  his  knowledge  and  underlland- 
ing,  and  fo  well  applied  to  the  genius,  humor,  and  pre- 
judices of  thofe  he  converfed  with,  that  his  talents  to 
gain  popularity  were  abfolute.  With  qualities  of  this 
high  nature  he  poifefled  in  council  penetration  and  dif- 
cernment,  with  a  fagacity  on  which  no  one  could  im- 
pofe,  an  induflry  and  vigilance  that  were  indefatigable,, 
with  the  entire  maftery  of  his  paffions  and  affections  * ;. 
an  advantage  which  gave  him  infinite  fupcriority  over 
lefs  regulated  minds.  Whilfl  there  was  any  hopes  that, 
the  adminiilration  of  the  country  could  be  corredted 
without  the  entire  overthrow  of  the  conftitution,  Hamp- 
den chofe  before  other  preferment  the  fuperintendency 
of  th€  prince's  mind  f ,   aiming  to  corred  the  fource 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  his  carriage  through  the  whole  procefs  of 
his  fuit  againft  the  crown  in  the  bufinefs  of  ihip-money,  was  with  that 
rare  temper  and  niodefly,  that  they  who  watched  him  narrowly,  to* 
find  fome  advantage  againft  his  perfon,  to  make  him  lefs  refolute  in  his 
caufe,  were  compelled  to  give  him  a  juft  tcftimony.  The  fame  author 
obferves,  in  his  account  of  the  debates  of  fhip-money,  in  the  Ihort  par- 
liament of  April,  164©,  that  Herbert,  the  folicitor-general,  while  he 
was  fpeaking  in  commendation  of  the  King's  candor  in  that  affair,  toolc 
occafion  to  ftroke  and  commend  Mr.  Hampden  for  his  great  temper 
and  modefty  in  that  fuit.     Clar.  Hijt.  vol.  II.  p.  205. 

t  If  any  cultivation  could  have  regulated  the  underftanding,  and 
corrected  the  nature  of  the  young  Charles,  the  nation  would  have  re- 
ceived great  benefit  from  this  promotion's  taking  place.  "  Hampden 
fays  Sir  Philip  Warwic,  aiming  at  the  alteration  of  fome  parts  of  the 
government,  knew  of  how  great  confequence  it  would  be,  that  a  yountr 
prince  (hould  have  principles  fuitable  to  what  fhould  be  eftablilhed  as 
laws."  The  author  might  have  obferved,  that  Hampden  knew,  tliat 
could  he  give  to  the  prince  juft  notions  on  religious  and  civil  policy, 
with  fo  much  rational  knowledge  as  would  have  ftimulated  him  with 
an  higher  ambition  than  the  trampling  on  the  liberties  of  men,  and 
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from  whence  the  happinefs  or  misfortunes  of  the  em-  Ann.  164a. 
pire,  if  the  government  continued  monarchical,  muftflow; 
but  the  averiion  which  the  King  difcovered  to  thofe  re- 
gulation s  which  were  neceffary  to  fecure  the  freedom 
of  the  conftitution  from  any  future  attempt  of  the 
crown,  with  the  fchemes  he  had  entered  on  to  punifh 
the  authors  of  reformation,  and  refcind  his  conceffions, 
determined  the  condudt  of  Hampden.  Convinced  that 
Charles^'s  affe(5lions  and  underftanding  were  too  corrupt 
to  be  trufted  with  power  in  any  degree,  he  fought  the 
abolition  of  monarchy  as  the  only  cure  to  national 
grievances,  warmly  oppofmg  all  overtures  for  treaties 
as  dangerous  fnares,  or  other  expedient  than  conqueft 
for  accommodation.  It  was  him  the  party  relied  on 
to  animate  the  cold  councils  of  their  general  ;  it  was 


given  him  a  jufter  tafte  of  pleafure  than  ufing  the  advantages  of  his 
ftation  to  the  grofs  enjoyment  of  licentious  levity  and  unbounded  vice, 
with  the  infipid  gratifications  which  arife  from  the  dull  expenfive  pa- 
geantry of  royal  life,  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  country  would 
have  been  fecure  from  farther  invafion,  and  the  morals,  tafte,  and 
manners  of  the  people  uncorrupted  by  the  example  of  thofe  fantaftic 
amufements,  fervile  ceremonies,  and  numerous  vices  which  abound 
in  courts.  Such  documents  as  might  have  been  expedled  from  an 
Hampden,  were  not  the  kind  with  which  the  King  wifhed  to  have  the 
prince's  mind  embued  :  the  governors  he  chofe  for  his  fon  were  men 
of  a  different  ftamp,  viz.  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  a  vain,  romantic  no- 
bleman, intoxicated  to  a  ridiculous  degree  with  the  fumes  of  poetry, 
and  in  whofe  charafler  reafon  had  no  ftiare ;  the  marquis  of  Hertford, 
a  man  of  fo  idle  a  difpofition,  that  he  would  never  think  long  enough  , 
on  a  fubjed  to  make  a  juft  conclufion.  By  the  King's  choice  it  is  eafy 
to  fee,  that  he  was  determined  to  have  no  governor  to  form  the  prince's 
mind  on  a  model  that  fhould  clafli  with  his  own  prejudices.  Clarendon 
fays,  that  the  prince  was  to  be  educated  by  the  advice,  and  under  tht 
care  of  the  King  and  queen. 
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Ann.  1642.  his  example  and  influence  they  trufled  to  keep  him 
honeft  to  the  intereft  of  the  puhlic,  and  to  prefcrve 
to  the  parliament  the  affections  of  the  army.  Had 
he  been  at  firfl:  appointed  to  the  fupreme  military 
command,  the  civil  war,  imder  all  the  horrors  of 
which  the  country  languifhed  more  than  three  years, 
would  have  been  but  of  a  iliort  continuance  *. 


•  As  if  God  had  enlifted  himfclf  in  the  fervice  of  the  parly  as  their 
executioner,  no  eminent  perfonage  whofe  principles  ran  counter  to  the 
views  of  the  royalills  fell  a  ficrifice  to  the  rage  of  war,  but  were  marked 
by  them  as  fpecial  viftims  of  the  divine  vengeance      Clarendon,  in  his 
uiual  llyle,  comments  thus  on   the  death  of  !  lampden  :  "  Many  men 
obferved,  that  the  field  in  which  the  late  fkirmifh  and  upon  which  Mr. 
Hampden  received  his  death's  wound,  Chalgrove-fteld,  was  the  fame 
place  in  which  he  had  firft  executed  the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  and 
engaged  the  country,  in  which  his  intereft  was  very  great,  in  the  re- 
bellion ;  and  it  was  confefled  by  the  prilbners  that  were  taken  that  day, 
and  acknowletlged  by  all,  that  upon  the  alarm  that   morning,    after 
their  quarters  were  beaten  up,  he  was  exceedingly  folicitous  to  draw 
forces  together  to  purfue  the  enemy,  and  being  a  colonel  of  foot,  put 
himfelf  among  thofe  horfe  as  a  volunteer  who  were  firft  ready  •,  and 
that  when  the  prince  made  a  ftand,  all  the  officers  were  of  opinion  to 
ilay  till  their  body  came  up,  and  he  alone  (being  fecond  to  none  but 
the  general  himfelf  in  the  obfervance  and  application  of  all  men)  per- 
fuaded  and  prevailed  with  them  to  advance  •,  fo  violently  did  his  fate 
carry  him  to  pay  the  muld  in  the  place  where  he  had  committed  the 
tranfgreffion  a  year  before."      The  prerogative  writers  are  full  of  thefe 
kind'of  refiedlions.     Hampden  was  born  in  the  year  1594,  and  died  in 
1643,  June  24.     He  left  ten  children  behind  him.     Ot  four  daughters, 
one  was  married  to  Sir  John  Hobart,  fon  to  Sir  Miles  Hobart,  member 
of  parliament,  imprifoned  in  the  year  1628  -,  one  to  Sir  Robert  Pyc,  a 
gentleman  of  an  ancient  extradion  in  Hercfordihire,  a  member  of  this 
parliament,  under  the  authority  of  which  he  ferved  in  many  public  em- 
ployments-, one  to  colonel  Hammond,  appointed  fome  time  after  this 
period  governor  of  the  IQe  of  Wight  •,  and  another  to  Mr.  Knightly  of 
NorthamptonOiire.     The  parliament,  as  a  teftimony  of  Mr.  Hampden's 
fervice  to  the  public,  ordered  the  fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
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Whilst  the  earl  of  Eflex,  thus  infuked  with  im- Ann.  1641, 
punity,  lay  inadlive  in  the  neighborhood  of  Thame, 
lord  Fairfax,  on  whofe  valor  and  conduct  the  parlia- 
ment had  fo  mvich  depended  as  to  neglect  the  fending 
him  proper  fupply  *,  after  having  with  the  afliilance 
of  his  fon  combated  the  enemy  with  very  unequal  force, 
and  gained  great  advantages  over  them,  was  at  length 
defeated  by  the  earl  of  Newcallle  at  a  place  called  Ad-  Defeat  of  the 

,    -,    .  -_  1       r        ^  1       parliament's 

der ton-Moor,  in  Yorklhire.      Nor  were  thele  the  only  forces  at  Ad- 
triumphs  which  attended  the  King's  arms  ;  a  more  im-  ^"'^^''•^''^'^ 
portant  conqucil  in  the  Well  had  but  from  a  very  par- 
ticular  circumilance  crowned  him  with  complete  vie-     . 
tory.     The  convention  of  neutrality  between  the  roya- 


paid  to  his  aflignees  out  of  the  Exclfe  in  courfe  the  moiety  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  Goldfmith's-hall  and  the  King's  revenue.  This,  though  a. 
trifling  teftimony  of  the  favor  of  the  public  for  fervices  fo  great  as  Mr^ 
Hampden  had  performed,  yet  it  was  a  confiderable  fum  for  the  parlia- 
ment, whofe  large  expences  were  every  day  encreafing,  and  who  at  this 
time  labored  under  great  difficulties  in  the  raifing  money  to  give.  Clar, 
Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  205.     Bicgraphia  Brilaimica. 

*  The  parliament  afcer  having  for  very  good  reafons  broken  the  con- 
vention of  neutrality  between  the  two  parties,  and  invefted  the  lord 
Fairfax  with  the  fupreme  command  of  their  Northern  forces,  left  him 
engaged  in  a  very  unequal  contefl  with  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  and  the 
whole  North  expofcd  to  the  depredations  of  the  King's  party,  who  car-, 
ried  their  violence  fo  far  as  to  plunder  and  imprifon  the  enemy  on  the 
delivery  of  towns  upon  treaty.  Lord  Fairfax  wrote  v/ord  to  the  par- 
liament, that  they  were  guilty  of  all  kind  of  violences  j  that  they  pillaged 
and  cruelly  ufed  all  thofe  that  were  well  afFefted  to  their  authority ;  and 
that  they  had  received  commifiions  from  the  King  of  liberty  to  plunder 
and  feize  men's  eftates,  pKovided  they  accounted  for  the  moiety  of  the 
profit  to  his  majefty.     Pari.  HiJi.  vol.  Xll.  p.  26S,  ^fq- 
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lifts  and  the  parliamentary  party  in  Devonfliire  had  by 
the  authority  of  parliament  been  broken  very  early  in 
the  fpring  ;    and  major-general  Chudleigh,    who  yet 
commanded  their  forces  in  thofe  parts,  was  repulfed 
from  the  attack  of  Launcefton  by  Sir  Ralph  Hopton 
and  Sir  Bevil  Grenville,      In  May  the  earl  of  Stamford 
affcmbling  a  body  of  five  thoufand  foot  and  fourteen 
hundred  horfe,  marched  into  Cornwall  ;  and  encamp- 
ing on  a  high  hill  near  Stratton,   fent  Sir  George  Chud- 
leigh, with  twelve  hundred  horfe,  to  fecure  the  country. 
Defeat  of  the  The  King's  troops,  who  were  not  above  half  the  num- 
foras""''   ^^^  °f  ''^^  enemy,  and  in  want  of  many  ncceflaries 
smtton.       with  which  thefe  were  amply  fupplied,  afluming  cou- 
rage from  defpair,  determined  not  to  fufFer  themfelves 
to  be  befieged.      On  hearing  that  the  carl  of  Stamford 
had  weakened  his  main  body,  by  the  large  detachment 
he  had  fent  out  under  the  command  of  Chudleigh, 
they  marched  from  Launcefton  with  no  more  thantwo 
thoufand  four  hundred  foot  and  five  hundred  horfe, 
with  eight  pieces  of  cannon ;    and  divided  their  fmall 
army  into  four  divifions,  one  of  which  was  commanded 
by  the  lord  Mohun  and  Sir  Ralph  Hopton ;  another  by 
Sir  Bevil  Grenville  and  Sir  John  Berkeley  ;  a  third  by 
Slanning  and  Trevannion  ;  a  fourth  by  Baflet  and  Go- 
dolphin  ;  and  a  fifth,  which  confifted  of  horfe  and  dra- 
goons, by  colonel  John  Digby.     Thefe  were  to  remain 
on  the  Common  as  a  body  of  referve,  whilft  the  other 
four  parties  mounted  the  afcent  to  attack  the  enemy. 
This  the  Cornifh   troops  performed  with   fuch  vigor 
and  intrepidity,  that  Chudleigli,  the  parliament's  ge- 
neral under  Stamford,  either  from  defign  or  accident 
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bemg  taken  pnfoner,  his  whole  army  gave  way  and  A«n..6,. 
difperfed.      The  ground  thus  left  clear  for  the  roy- 
ahfts,  the  four  divifions  all  met  together  on  the  plain 
at  the  top  of  the  hill,  where,  without  the  lofs  of  more 
than  fourfcore  men,  they  took  pofleffion  of  the  ene- 
my's camp,  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provifion,  with 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  prifoners.     Sir  George 
Chudleigh,  after  having  fpent  much  time  in  difperf- 
mg  the  pofle  comitatiis,   which   the  high-fheriff  was 
,    endeavoring  to  raife  for  the  King,   on  hearing  of  the 
defeat  of  the  parliament's  forces  at   Stratton,  retired 
m  great  diforder  to  Plymouth,  and  thence  to  Exeter . 
whilft  the  earl  of  Stamford  proclaimed   himfelf  be- 
trayed by  the  younger  Chudleigh,  who  in  the  head 
of  the  battle,  when  the  profpeft  for  vidory  was  fair, 
voluntarily  with  a  party  ran  over  to  the  enemy  *. 

•  Chudleigh  had  been  aftive  in  the  aroiy-plot  in  engaging,  the  trooDs 

he  owned  fo  many  c.rcun,ftances  difadvamageous  for  the  court    that 

he  returned  to  London,  and  was  entertained  by  the  parliament     Rulh 
worth  fays,  that  intercepted  letters  to  his  father  man'^fefted  the  pfrt  t 
aaed  at  Stratton  to  be  treacherous.     Chudleigh's  prior  condud    witk 
the  odd  crcumftance  of  a  general  being  taken  ^rifoner  before  thent  re 

Z\  r  f'T'  ""'  ''"  "'''""''''  -nvetfion  after  he  put  himfelf  nto 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  renders  this  proof  unnecffary.  ^  Cla  rndon  af 
feres  ftrongly,  that  Chudle.gh  performed  the  part  of  a  valiant  ndtruftv 
commander ;  not  to  vmdicate  the  charafler  of  Chudleigh  wl  o  he  fa« 
was  always  affefled  to  the  royal  party  ;  for  Clarendon:  n  tec  '  of 
the  d,v,ner,ght  of  princes,  would  not  think  treachery  a  demert    but 

chSgt  tt^X5^l;i;tlr  r--  "^  ^-- 

pub,in,ed  a  declaration,  in^^^t  SedttHutrmS 
athjs  fovereign*s  feet,  to  have  err  Ivirp^q   u;^         •  T^  nimicJt 

e  ,  tu  nave  en.oiaced   his  gracious  pardon,  with  z 
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On   the   news    of  the    defeat   of  the    parliament's 
army  at  Stratton,  the  King  fcnt  the  marquis  of  Hert- 
ford, with  prince  Maurice  and  a  llrong  body  of  horfc, 
to  join  the  Corniih  troops,  and  make  an  entire  con- 
queft  of  the  Well ;  a  quarter  not  lefs  the  objca  of  the 
parliament's  care,  who  now  found  thcmfclvcs  on  the 
point  of  being  totally  deprived  of  a  confidcrable  part 
of  the  kingdom,  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  war 
was  almofl  totally  fubdued  by  their  arms  f.      Sir  Wil- 
liam Waller,  who  was  now  the  commander  on  whom 
the  parliament  mod  depended,  was  by  a  vote  of  both 
houfes  fupplied  with  feven  thoufand  foot  and  three 
thoufand  horfe,  and  fent  wellward  to  meet  the  royal 
army  ;  the  two  different  parties  of  which  having  united 
near  Chard,  a  town  in  Somerfetfhire,  on  the  borders  of 
Devonfhire,   formed  a  body  of  feven   thoufand   men, 
a  new  regiment  of  foot  with  many  volunteers  having 
joined  them  on  their  fuccefs  at  Stratton  ;    whilfl  Taun- 
ton, Bridgewater,  and  Dunftar-caille,   furrendered  on 
the  fame  of  this  victory.  Waller,  who  had  not  received 
his  command  time  enough  to  hinder  the  jun^Slion  of  the 
two  armies,  lay  at  Bath,  to  gather  the  remains  of  the 
beaten  force  at  Stratton.     After  fome  fkirmifhes,  which 
were  generally  in  favor  of  the  royalifts,  who  were  full  of 
fpirits  on  their  late  fuccefs,  the  two  armies  met  on  Lanf- 
down  near  Bath,  and  a  battle  was  fought  between  them  ; 

rcfolution  to  contend  no  more  in  word  or  deed.     Rujh'wortby  vol.  V. 
p.  271,  ^  fq.     Clar.  Hijl.  vol.  II.  p.  210. 

t  The  rife  of  the  King's  party  in  the  Weft  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
negligence  of  the  earl  of  Bedford,  a  man  who  h^d  (hewn  ro  capacity  in 
the  military  ofiice  which  had  been  affigned  him  by  tlic  parliament. 

but 
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but  without  any  decifive  event  m  favor  of  either  fide : 
yet  the  royalifts,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs  of  Sir  Bevil 
Grenville,  one  of  their  beft  commanders  ;  the  difablmg 
of  Hopton,  by  the  blowing  up  of  the  greater  part  of 
their  powder  •,   the  lofs  of  their  ammunition ;  and  a 
repulfe  which  their  hitherto  vidorious  troops  had  re- 
ceived from  a  regiment  of  Sir  Arthur  Hazlerig,  ftyled 
the  lobfter  regiment  from  their  complete  armor,  fled 
before  Waller;  and  having  reached  the  Devizes,  left 
they  Ihould  be  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion    the 
marquis  of  Hertford  and  prince  Maurice  earned  off 
theii' horfe  to  Oxford.  Waller,  after  recruiting  his  army 
by  the  reputation  which  the  flight  of  the  King's  troops 
had  eiven  to  his  arms  ^    followed  clofe  at  their  heels, 
and  having  intercepted  and   routed  a  reinforcentient 
which  the  King  had  fent  under  the  command  of  the 
carl  of  Crauford,  fummoned  the  enemy  to  furrender 
on  terms  of  quarter  and  civil  ufage  to  theofi^cers,  with 
the  difmiffion  of  the  common  foldiers  without  their 
arms.  Though  the  town  of  the  Devizes  lay  open,  with- 
out any  fortification  or  defence  but  fmall  ditches  and 
hedges,  yet  the  befieged  found  means  to  amufe  Waller 
with  a  treaty  eight  or  ten  hours,  in  which  time  the 
King  had  leifure  to  fend  from  Oxford  (which  was  within 
the  liftance  of  thirty  miles)  fifteen  hundred  ^-Ji  horfc 
to  attempt  their  refcue,  under  the  command  of  Wilmot 
lately  created  a  peer.   Waller,  elevated  with  the  hopes  of 
giving  a  decifive  overthrow  to  the  King's  arms,  drew  off 

♦  He  difperfed  warrants  over  the  country,  fignifying  that  he  had 
beaten  the  Lrquis  of  Hertford,  and  requiring  the  people  to  nc  for  the 
apprchenfion  of  his  fcattered^ troops.    Ckr,  H>ft.  vol.  II.  p.  2  2 1, 
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On   the   news    of   the    defeat   of  the    parliamcni^ 
army  at  Stratton,  the  King  fent  the  marquis  of  Hert- 
ford, with  prince  Maurice  and  a  llrong  body  of  horfc, 
to  join  the  Cornifh  troops,  and  make  an  entire  con- 
queft  of  the  Weft  ;  a  quarter  not  lefs  the  oh j eel  of  the 
parliament's  care,  who  now  found  thcmfelvcs  on  the 
point  of  being  totally  deprived  of  a  conildcrable  part 
of  the  kingdom,  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  war 
was  almoft  totally  fubducd  by  their  arms  f.      Sir  Wil- 
liam Waller,  who  was  now  the  commander  on  whom 
the  parliament  moft  depended,  was  by  a  vote  of  both 
lioufes  fupplied  with  feven  thouAmd  foot  and  three 
thoufand  horfe,  and  fent  weftward  to  meet  the  royal 
army  ;  the  two  dilTerent  parties  of  which  having  united 
near  Chard,  a  town  in  Somerfetfhire,  on  the  borders  of 
Devonfhire,   formed  a  body  of  feven    thoufand    men, 
a  new  regiment  of  foot  with  many  volunteers  having 
joined  them  on  their  fuccefs  at  Stratton  ;    whilft  Taun- 
ton, Bridgewater,  and  Dunftar-caftle,   furrendered  on 
the  fame  of  this  victory.  Waller,  who  had  not  received 
his  command  time  enough  to  hinder  the  junction  of  the 
two  armies,  lay  at  Bath,  to  gather  the  remains  of  the 
beaten  force  at  Stratton.     After  fome  fkirmifhes,  which 
were  generally  in  favor  of  the  royilifts,  who  were  fullof 
fpirus  on  their  late  fuccefs,  the  two  armies  met  on  Lanf- 
down  near  Bath,  and  a  battle  was  fought  between  them  ; 

rcfolutlon  to  contend  no  more  in  word  or  deed.     Rajh-Lvorlb,  vol.  V. 
p.  271,  (sff:q.     Gar.  llijl.  vol.  II.  p.  2  10. 

t  The  rife  of  the  King's  party  in  the  Weft  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
negligence  of  the  earl  of  Bedford,  a  man  who  Ktd  (hewn  no  capacity  in 
the  military  office  which  had  been  alllgned  him  by  the  parliament. 

but 
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but  without  any  decifive  event  in  favor  of  either  fide :  Ann.  ,64a. 
yet  the  royalifts,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs  of  Sn-  Bevil 
GrenviUe,  one  of  their  beft  commanders  ;  the  difablmg 
of  Hopton,  by  the  blowing  up  of  the  greater  part  of 
their  powder  -,   the  lofs  of  their  ammunition  -,  and  a 
repulfe  which  their  hitherto  victorious  troops  had  re- 
ceded from  aregimem  of  Sir  Arthur  Hazleng,  fty  ed 
the  lobfter  regimem  from  their  complete  armor,  f  ed 
before  Waller ;  and  having  reached  the  Devizes,  left 
they  fhould  be  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion    the 
marquis  of  Hertford  and  prince  Maurice  carried  off 
theii' horfe  to  Oxford.  Waller,  after  recruiting  his  army 
by  the  reputation  which  the  flight  of  the  King's  troops 
had  given  to  his  arms  %    followed  clofe  at  their  heels, 
and  having  intercepted  and   routed  a  reinforcement 
which  the  King  had  fent  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  of  Crauford,  fummoned  the  enemy  to  furrender 
on  terms  of  quarter  and  civil  ufage  to  the  officers,  with 
the  difmiffion  of  the  common  foldiers  without  then- 
arms.  Though  the  town  of  the  Devizes  lay  open,  with- 
out any  fortification  or  defence  but  fmall  ditches  and 
hedges,  yet  the  befieged  found  means  to  amufe  Waller 
with  a  treaty  eight  or  ten  hours,  in  which  time  tl.e 
King  had  leifure  to  fend  from  Oxford  (which  was  withm 
the  diftance  of  thirty  miles)  fifteen  hundred  f re  h  horfe 
to  attempt  their  refcue,  under  the  command  of  Wilmot 
lately  created  a  peer.   Waller,  elevated  with  the  hopes  of 
giving  a  decifive  overthrow  to  the  King's  arms,  drew  off 

♦  He  difperfed  warrants  over  the  country,  Hgnifying  that  he  had 
beaten  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  and  requiring  the  people  to  nie  for  the      - 
apprehenfionofhisfcattered^troops.    C/.r.  Hi/?,  vol.  II.  p.  221, 
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Ann.  1642.  his  army  from  the  town,  and  ranging  them  in  array 
Defeat  of  the  ^^  Roundway-Down,  two  miles  from  the  Devizes,  a 
parliament's  place  on  which  the  King's  horfe  muft  neceflarily  pafs, 
had  the  imprudence  to  depart  from  the  order  of  battle, 
in  which  he  had  placed  his  army  to  great  advantage,  and 
advanced  with  his  horfe  to  meet  Wilmot,'who  received 
him  with  fuch  valor  and  intrepidity,  that  Sir  Arthur 
Hazlerig's  regiment,  which  had  done  fuch  fervice  on 
Lanfdown,  was  firft  routed,  and  being  chafed  back 
on  their  comrades,  put  the  whole  body  of  horfe  in  fuch 
confuiion,  that  they  imra.ediately  difperfed  ;  when  Wil- 
mot,  turning  their  own  cannon  on  the  enemy's  foot,, 
who  were  at  the  fame  time  charged  by  the  Gornifh 
troops,  completed  the  deflru(5tion  of  the  parliament's 
army,  who  almofl  all  fuffered  death  or  captivity, 
many  of  them  being  cruelly  killed  by  the  Cornifli 
men  in  revenge  for  their  late  diflrefles.  Sir  William 
Waller  himfelf,  with  a  very  fmall  remains  of  his  gal- 
lant army,  and  the  lofs  of  his  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
provifion,  after  having  written  to  the  parliament  that 
their  work  was  done,  and  that  the  next  poft  would 
inform  them  of  the  number  and  quality  of  the  prifon- 
ers,  carried  to  Briflol  the  news  of  his  defeat*.  This 
misfortune  of  Waller,  incurred  by  his  injudicious 
condudl,  was  alfo  in  a  good  mcafure  owing  to  the 
jealoufy  of  Eflex,  who  having  given  a  commiilion  to 

•  Clarendon  fays,  that  Waller,  when  he  was  defeated  on  Roundway- 
Down,  had  an  army  of  2000  horfe,  500  dragoons,  and  near  3000  foot.  If 
his  forces  were  no  more  than  this,  though  recruited  with  part  of  the 
garrifon  of  Briftol,  and  volunteers  which  came  in  on  the  fame  of  his  fuc- 
cefs,  his  original  army  could  not  have  bcca  fo  large  as  was  affigned  him 
by  the  vote  of  the  two  houfcs^       ^ 

Waller 
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Waller  for  the  weftern  expedition,  had  refumed  it,  Ann.  1642. 
with  an  intention  of  going  himfelf  on  the  fervice, 
when  Waller  was  appointed  to  that  command  by  a  vote 
of  parliament.  Waller  juflly  complained,  that  whilfl  Ef- 
fex  lay  with  his  whole  army  idle  about  Thame,  he  fuf- 
fered Wilmot  without  interruption  to  come  from  Ox- 
ford to  dcflroy  him  *  :  whilil  EfTex  alledged  in  his 
excufc,  that  Waller  had  force  enough  to  combat  both 
Wil mot's  and  the  Gornifh  army.  This  neglecfl  of 
Waller  was  not  the  lail  facrifice  which  EfTex  made  to 
the  royal  caufe.  The  queen,  who  by  the  two  houfes 
had  been  voted  guilty  of  treafon,  marching  from  the 
North  with  a  body  of  two  thoufand  foot  and  one  thou- 
fand  horfe,  with  artillery,  arms,  and  ammunition,  was 
by  the  parliament's  general  fuffered  to  pafs  without  in- 
terruption J  and  joining  the  King  at  Edg-hill  on  the  . 
very  day  that  he  gained  the  battle  of  Roundway- 
Down,  they  entered  Oxford  in  triumph  f.      Bath  hav- 


*  The  aflurance  that  Eflex,  who  lay  within  ten  miles  of  Oxford  with 
his  whole  army,  and  to  whom  Waller  had  fignified  his  viftory,  and  the 
fituation  he  was  in,  would  not  fufFer  any  relief  to  come  to  the  enemy, 
had  engaged  him  to  admit  of  a  treaty. 

-f-  So  little  did  the  King  fear  any  interruption  from  Eflex,  that  hav- 
ing appointed  to  meet  the  queen  two  days  journey  from  Oxford,  he 
only  took  with  him  on  this  expedition  his  own  guard  of  horfe  and  prince 
Rupert's  regiment. 

The  following  form  of  thankfgiving-prayer  was  drawn  up  by  the  Ox- 
ford do6tors  on  the  arrival  of  the  queen  :  '•  Oh  moft  merciful  God  ! 
we  render  thee  all  praife  and  thanks,  for  that  thou  hafl  been  pleafed  to 
extend  thy  hand  of  deliverance  unto  the  perfon  of  our  gracious  queen  5 
that  thou  haft  made  her  an  inftrument  of  fo  much  good  to  this  king- 
dom, and  brought  her  fafely  hither.  Lord  !  make  the  King  and  his 
people  daily  more  and  more  happy  in  her,  that  as  by  thine  efpecial  fa- 
vor ihc  is  already  become  the  mother  of  fo  many  hopeful  princes,  fo 

N  n  n  2  ihc 
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Aon.  164a.  ing  furrendered  itfelf  immediately  after  the  defeat  of 
Waller,  the  Oxford  forces  under  the  command  of  prince 
Rupert,  and  the  Cornifliarmy  under  the  command  of 
the  marquis  of  Hertford,  joined  in  an  attempt  on  the 
city  of  Briflol ;  a  place  fo  well  defended  by  nature,  and 
a  flrong  garrifon  *  provided  v/ith  all  neceffarics,  that 
the  Cornifli  troops,  having  made  a  vigorous  attack,  were 
repulfcd  withconfiderable  lofs  ;  whilft  the  army  under 
the  command  of  prince  Rupert  aflaulting  that  part  of 
the  town  which  was  more  penetrable,  forced  the  out- 
works, and  entered  the  fuburbs ;  but  after  a  lofs  equal 
to  what  their  comrades  had  fuftained,  found  the  en- 
trance into  the  town  more  difficult,  and  better  defended 
than  that  they  had  pafTed,  and  where  their  horfe  would 
be  of  no  fervice*  In  this  junifture,  envy,  treachery ,^ 
rafhnefs,  and  cowardice,  combined  their  feveral  influ- 
ences to  ruin  the  public  caufc,  at  the  very  time  when  the 
commanders  of  the  royal  army  began  to  regret  an  afTault 
which,  without  profpcdl  of  fuccefs,  had  deprived  them  of 
many  of  their  bed  officei*s,  and  great  numbers  of  their 
men.  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  the  governor  of  Briflol,  better 
fkilled  to  fight  the  battles  of  Liberty  in  the  fenatc  than 
the  field,  being  taken  with  a  fudden  panic,  beat  a  par* 
ley  ;  and  after  a  treaty  which  lafled  no  more  than  eight 
hours,  delivered  up  the  city  f ,  on  the  fliameful  con- 


Brtflol  for- 
rendered  to 
the  Kind's 
forces. 


lh€  may  be  daily  fruitful  in  the  addition  of  more  bleffings  to  us,  thro' 
Jefus  Chriftour  Lord."     Clar.  Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  22  j. 

♦  The  garrifon  confided  of  2500  foot,  and  a  regiment  of  horfe. 

i"  The  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice,  infeded  with  the  pride  of  the 
King's  temper,  and  encouraged  by  him  in  the  mod  unreafonable  pre- 
tenfions,  had  from  their  firft  coming  into  the  kingdom  aflumed  a 
haughty  infolent  carriage  to  all  the  nobility,  and  thofe  employed  by  the 

King 
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ditions,  that  the  garrifon  fliould march  out  without  their  Ann.  1643:. 
arms,   colors,  cannon,  or  ammunition,   except  the  of- 

» 

Kinty  in  the  mod  important  offices.  Prince  Maurice,  who  in  the  af- 
fault  of  Briftol  and  the  Weftern  expedition  had  ferved  as  lieutenant- 
general  to  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  had  not  only  afted  in  a  more  com- 
manding ftyle  than  became  a  fubordinate  officer,  but  even  interfered 
witii  the  marquis  in  relation  to  governing  the  affairs  of  the  country : 
whilft  prince  Rupert,  of  a  yet  more  infolent  nature,  who  was  highly  puffed 
up  with  the  fuccefs  which  had  attended  his  nVilitary  exploits,  dlfdaining 
that  the  marquis  ihould  be  equal  to  himfclf  in  command,  and  that  his 
brother  (the  nephew  to  the  King)  (hould  be  in  an  inferior  one,  wliea 
Briftol  was  taken,  though  this  city  was  within  Hertford's  commiffion, 
entered  into  the  treaty,  and  concluded  the  articles  of  capitulation  without 
confuking  or  naming  him.  Hertford,  irritated  with  this  affront,  af- 
ferted  the  full  authority  of  his  command,  and  without  communicating 
with  either  of  the  princes  declared  he  would  give  the  government  of 
Briftol  to  Sir  Ralph  Hopton.  No  objedtion  could  be  made  to  a  man? 
ot  fuch  merit  with  the  party  as  was  Hopton,  and  therefore  the  prince, 
by  the  fame  meffenger  with  which  he  informed  the  King  that  he  had 
reduced  Briftol,  defired  him  to  beftow  the  government  of  that  town 
upon  himfelf.  When  the  difpute  between  thefe  two  commanders  was 
known  at  Oxford,  thofe  nobility  who  were  jealous  of  the  treatment  their 
rank  had  received  from  the  prince,  and  of  his  ambition  to  interfere  in 
the  civil  government  of  the  country,  declared  themfelves  warmly  m 
tavor  of  the  fnarquis  of  Hertford's  pretenfions ;  but  the  court  and  coun- 
cil not  all  agreeing  in  this  opinion,  «  the  King,  fays  Clarendon,  re- 
folved  to  take  a  journey  in  his  own  perfon  to  Briftol,  and  there  to  give 
fuch  a  rule  as  he  thought  moft  neceffary,  to  which  he  prefumed  both 
perfons  would  conform  themfelves  as  well  cordially  as  obediently." 
This  prefumption  was  not  wholly  without  ground  :  the  marquis  of 
Hertford,  who  had  fo  well  digefted  former  injuries  as  to  defert  rela- 
tions, friends,  and  party,  to  follow  the  King's  fortunes,  and  whofe 
countenance  at  the  beginning  of  the  conteft  was  moft  effcntially  necef- 
fary, very  patiently  fubmitted  to  the  preference  he  gave  to  prince  Ru- 
pert's claim  ;  and  Sir  Ralph  Kopton,  to  whofe  military  bravery  the 
King  owed  all  his  fuccefs  in  the  Weft,  as  fubmiffively  accepted  from 
prince  Rupert  the  office  of  being  his  lieutenant-governor.  Thefe  are- 
tiie  returns  which  princes  commonly  beftow  on  their  moft  devoted  fcr- 
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ficers,  witli  a  fafe  convoy  to  Warminfter,  and  not  to 
be  molcflcd  in  their  march  for  three  days.    There  were 
Ibme  other  articles  in  favor  of  tiic  liberties  of  the  city, 
and  tjie  fccurity  of  the  perfons  and  properties  of  all  the 
inhabitan^^  ;  but  they  were  fo  ill  obferved,  that  oji  the 
pretence,  that  the  articles  of  capitulation  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Reading  had   been    infringed   by   the  parlia- 
ment's army,  the  foldicrs,  after  delivering  up  their 
arms,   inlicad  of  a  lafe-condu(5t,  according  to  the  con- 
ditions  of  the   treaty,  met  with  infults  and  ill  ufagc 
from  the  brutal  licence  of  the  enemy ;  and  thofe  inhabi- 
tants of  the   city  who  were  thought  difaffeclcd   to  the 
caufe,    were   bafely  plundered  -.       The  reducTiion  of 
Brillol,  which  for  population,  riches,  and  trade,  was 
lecond  to  the  capital,   and  fuperior  to  every  other  city 
in  the  kingdom  f,  gave  the  King  the  entire  poflefTion 
of  Somerfetfhire,   a  large  and  opulent  county.      The 

vants,  and  fuch  the  extinftion  of  all  generous  refentment  in  thofe  breads 
where  vanity  has  taken  pofTemon  !     Clar.  Hifl  vol.  II.  p.  236,  (^feq. 

*  *'  I  wifli  I  could,  fays  Clarendon,  cxcufe  thofe  fwervings  from  jiif. 
tice  and  right,  which  were  too  frequently  pradifcd,  under°the  notion 
that  they  with  whom  they  were  made  were  rebels,  and  could  not  be  too 
ill  ufed,  when  as  the  caufe  deferved,  fo  it  needed  all  the  ingenuity  and 
integrity  in  the  propugners  of  it  to  keep  defpair  from  the  guilty,  who 
were  much  too  numerous  for  the  innocent."  There  were  fome  indif. 
crctions  committed  by  the  foldicrs  of  Eflex*s  army  on  the  furrender  of 
Reading ;  but  it  is  allowed  by  all  parties,  and  this  curious  obfcrvation 
of  Clarendon  carries  wi.h  it  a  tacit  confefllon  of  the  fame,  that  the  irre- 
gularities committed  by  the  parliament's  army  were  trifling  to  the  enor- 
mous licence  which  on  all  occafions  was  ufed  by  the  royalifts. 

t  Bcfides  this  important  prize,  feveral  (hips  riding  in  the  river  of 
Briftol,  in  which  the  wealthy  had  embarked  their  treafure,  were  at  the 
fame  time  fcized. 
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condition  of  the  parliament's  forces  in  Dorfetfhire  and  Ann.  1643. 
Devonfhire  were  fo  languifhing,   that  the  total  reduc- 
tion of  the  Weft  waited  but  the  Icifure  of  the  enemy. 

Birmingham  f  in  Warwicfhire,  and  Lichfield  in 
StafTordfhire,  had  been  furrendered  to  prince  Rupert, 
in  an  expedition  he  had  undertaken  in  the  fpring.  The 
North  was  on  the  point  of  receiving  law  from  Charles, 
who  with  thefe  eminent  advantages  was  now  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  a  large  and  well  appointed  army,  whilft 
the  enemy's  beaten,  wearied,  and  broken  forces  neither 
appeared  able  nor  willing  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  his 
vidlories. 

T  The  account  of  the  behavior  of  this  town  by  Clarendon,    is  a 
ftrong  fpecimen  of  the  ftyle  and  chara<5ler  of  the  hifl:orian.    After  telling 
us  it  was  for  hearty,  wilful,  affedted  difloyalty  to  the  King,  of  as  great     • 
fame  as  any  town  in  England,  he  defcribes  the  fpirited  courage  and  re- 
folution  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  following  manner :  "  His  highnefs  prince 
Rupert  hardly  believing  it  pofTible,  that  when  they  fhould  difcover  his 
power,    they  would  offer  to  make  refiftance,  fent  his  quarter-mafters 
thither   to   take   up   his  lodging  ;    and  to  affure  them,    that  if  they 
behaved    themfelvt^s    peaceably,    they    fhould    not    fuffer    for    what 
was  paft  :    but  they    had  not   confciences    good    enough   to    believe 
him,    and  abfolutely    refufed  to    let    him    quarter  in  the  town,    and 
from  their  little  works,  with  mettle  equal  to  their  malice,  they  dif- 
chargcd  their  (hot  upon  him  ;  but  were  quickly  overpowered,  and  fome 
parts  of  the  town  being  fired,  they  were  not  able  to  contend  with  the 
two  enemies,  but,  didrafted   between   both,  fuffered  the  affailant  to 
enter  without  much  lofs,  who  took  not  that  vengeance  on  them  they 
deferved,  but  made  them  expiate  their  tranfgrefllons  with  paying  a  lefs 
muldt  than  might  have  been  expeded  from  their  wealth,  if  their  wick- 
cdnefs  had  been  lefs.'* 


END  of  the  THIRD  VOLUME. 
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King  has  recourfe  to  the  Papijiical  party  in  Ireland Affairs 
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THAT  torrent  of  fuccefs  which,  in  an  unin- Ann.  1643. 
terrupted  courfe,  had  followed  the  royal  arms, 
might  have    ftrucken   the   parliament    with 
difmay,  had  that  afTembly  been  united  among  them- 
felves  ;  but,  divided  as  they  were  by  jarring  interefts, 
Vol.  IV.  B  ^r^^. 
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Ann.  1643.  with  ifeafon  might  the  royalifls  exuh  in  the  opinion, 
that  theii:  \s\>rk  was  now  over,  and  that  what  was 
left  unfinifhed  of  the  total  ruin  of  their  enemies,  fac- 
tion would  complete.  It  has  been  already  noticed, 
that  fome  diffidence  had  been  entertained  of  the  com- 
miilioners  who  were  fent  down  to  treat  with  the  King 
on  propofitions  of  peace,  the  lord  Say  having  been 
excluded  by  the  council  at  Oxford,  on  the  opinion 
that  he  was  too  wife  to  be  impofed  on,  and  too  much 
an  enemy  to  be  gained.  Mr.  Martyn,  one  of  the 
committee  of  fafety,  fufpe<5\:ing  court-intrigue,  had 
opened  a*  letter  from  the  earl  of  Northumberland  to 
his  wife ;  which,  on  the  return  of  the  commiffioners, 
was  fo  brutally  refented  by  this  proud,  formal  noble- 
man, that,  notwithflanding  Martyn's  charadler  as  a 
gentleman,  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
invcfled  with  the  mofl  important  office  in  the  king- 
dom, an  office,  which,  in  a  manner,  authorized  the 
a(5t,  he  ftrvick  him,  on  his  juflifying  his  condud. 
mienihe'*  Martyn,  inflead  of  properly  refenting  the  affront, 
twohoufcs.  complained  to  the  Commons,  who  demanded  fatif- 
fadlion  for  the  infult  committed  againft  their  houfe, 
in  the  perfon  of  their  member;  but,  on  the  Peers 
flanding  ftiffly  by  Northumberland,  they  had  the  mo- 
deration, at  this  important  crifis,  to  let  the  bulinefs 
drop.  Not  fo  was  the  conducfl  of  the  Peers,  who,  at 
a  time  when  unity  of  opinion  and  principle  were  ef- 
fential  appearances,  in  oppofition  to  the  Commons,  af- 
fected to  proclaim  themfelves  the  affertors  of  the  rights 
of  royalty ;  and  on  the  fame  Martyn's  having  broken 
open  the  King's  flable  at  the  Meufe,  and  taken  fome 
of  his  horfes,  refented  this  piece  of  difrefpe^:,  as 
they  termed  it,  to  the  King.     The  Commons,  in  this 

point, 
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point,  defended  their  member,  who,  in  a  conference  Amb.  1645. 
on  the  fubjedl,  fliewed  the  idlenefs  of  the  Lords'  pre- 
tenfions  *.  The  jarring  between  the  two  houfes  was 
not  confined  to  trifling  differences.  The  Lords,  jea- 
lous of  the  undivided  authority  which  the  Commons 
had  afferted  in  the  bufmefs  of  taxation,  affumed  a 
more  tender  regard  for  the  privileges  of  the  fubjecft  ; 
and  not  only  oppofed  the  oppreffive,  yet  neceffary, 
taxes  which  had  been  laid  on  the  people,  but  granted 
protections  to  their  own  creatures  and  dependents  ;  a 
condu(5t  which  evidently  tended  to  a  fatal  divifion  of 
the  only  authority  under  which  the  king  could  be  con- 
ititutionally  oppofed,  to  a  formidable  increafe  of  domef- 
tic  faction,  and  to  elevate  the  hopes  of  the  enemy. 

.  While  thefe  petulant  thwartings  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  King's  opponents,  he  very  induflrioufly 
improved  his  other  advantages.  Among  the  chief  of 
thefe  were  the  forms  of  law,  which  not  providing 
for  a  difference  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  le- 
giflature,  afcribcd  to  the  King  prerogatives  which,  if 
allowed,  would  ferve  him  powerfully  againft  his 
enemies.  A  proclamation  was  accordingly  iffued,  by 
his  authority,  to  adjourn  the  courts  of  jufticc,  during 
Michaelmas  term,  to  Oxford;  but  the  parliament, 
havingfiril  made  a  fruitlcfs  attempt,  by  the  way  of  peti- 

*  The  Lords  carried  the  matter  fo  far,  as  to  tell  the  Commons  they 
would  write  to  the  lord-general  to  recal  Mr.  Martyn's  commiffion.  On 
this,  the  Commons  voted.  That  Mr.  Martyn  did  well  in  not  deliver- 
ing up  the  horfes ;  tliat  they  fliould  be  kept  by  him  till  the  houfe  gave 
farther  order ;  and  that  the  lord-general  ftiould  be  defircd  not  to  do 
any  thing  in  the  bufinefs  concerning  Mr.  Martyn,  till  he  heard  farther 
from  their  houfe.     Pari  Hifl,  vol.  XII.  p.  251. 
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tion,  for  the  recalling  the  proclamation,  pafled  an  ordi- 
nance, fcyrbidding  obedience  to  be  paid  to  it.  At  the 
return  of  that  period  when  juftice  in  the  feveral 
counties  was  ufually  adminiftered  to  the  people,  the 
parliament,  forefceing  that  the  King  would,  in  thofc 
places  where  his  party  prevailed,  under  the  fan<51:ion 
of  the  ftriv5t  letter  of  the  law,  and  according  to  its 
forms,  condemn,  as  rebels,  thofe  who  had  taken  arms 
againft  him ;  in  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  fet  forth  the 
inconveniencies  which  would  follow,  in  thefe  hoftile 
times,  the  holding  the  accuftomary  aflizes,  petitioned 
him  to  agree  to  their  being  put  off  to  a  more  conve- 
nient feafon.  Charles  was  too  tenacious  of  his  ad- 
vantages to  grant  the  requefl ;  and  the  parliament  had 
recourfe  to  the  power  of  an  ordinance,  commanding 
the  judges,  on  their  perils,  to  forbear  to  execute  any 
commiffions  of  affize  in  this  the  Lent  vacation  *» 

• 

Neither  the  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  which  had 
been  with  fuch  prof  ufion  poured  in  by  the  well-affedled 
citizens,  nor  the  parliament's  ordinances  for  afTefP- 
ments,  either  too  moderate  for  the  urgency  of  the 
occafion,  or  very  partially  obeyed,  were  fufficient  to 
fupply  the  exorbitant  expences  of  the  protracted 
war.  Before  the  propofitions  for  peace  were  fent  to 
the  King,  the  city  had  been  again  preffed  to  a  farther 
contribution ;  and  complied  with  the  requeft,  on  the 

*  The  King  having  attempted  to  exert  his  prerogative,  in  the  no- 
minating thofe  for  fherifFs  who  were  implicitly  at  his  command,  the 
parliament  declared.  That  Iheriffs  conftitutcd  by  the  King,  exprefsly 
contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  parliament,  were  not  legal  (heriffs  ;  and 
ordered  fuch  officers,  who  attempted  to  execute  the  bufincfs  of  their 
office,  to  be  fent  for  as  delinquents. 
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rational  condition,  that  the  members  of  both  houfes  Ann.  1643V 
Ihould  fet  the  example  :  but  the  fums  raifed  by  fuch 
means  were  very  inadequate  to  the  neceflities  of  the 
times  J  and  the  Commons  had  again  recourfe  to  more 
arbitrary,  yet  more  beneficial,  ways  of  raifing  fup- 
plies.  The  eftates,  real  and  perfonal,  of  fome  of 
the  moil  noxious  of  the  King's  party  were,  by  a 
vote  of  the  lower  houfe,  fequeflered  for  the  ufes  of 
the  public  ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confider  of 
the  fequeftering  the  eftates  of  all  fuch  perfons  as  were, 
or  fliould  be,  in  adlual  war  againft  the  parliament ;  an 
ordinance  paffed  for  the  abfolute  fequeftration  of  the 
King's  revenue,  with  thofc  of  the  queen  and  prince 
of  Wales,  and  for  a  general  weekly  affefTment  Affeffmentt* 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  army  *  ;  and,  foon  after,  The  ^xcife 
an  cxcife  was  introduced,  a  badge  of  flavery  which  i^t^x^^ceiL 
foreign  ftates  had  carried,  and  from  which  it  had 
been  the  peculiar  triumph  of  the  Englifli  nation  to  be 
exempt.  Nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  people,  who 
had  gone  fuch  lengths  in  the  defence  of  Liberty, 
could,  on  any  pretence,  have  been  prevailed  on  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  fervile  impofition,  had  it  not  been  fuppofed 
a  temporary  expedient,  authorifed  by  obvious  ne- 
ceflity,  and  that  a  high  fenfe  of  danger  had  deadened 
the  feelings  of  inferior  grievances.  On  the  continued 
accounts  of  depredations  and  cruelties  committed  by 

*  This  tax  lay  very  hard  on  the  citizens  of  London,  who,  notwitk- 
ftanding  their  zeal,  did  not  fail  to  complain  of  the  unequal  burthen  they 
had  borne  ;  and  to  hint,  that  their  good  afFe6lions  to  the  caufe  had  fub- 
je<^ed  them  to  heavier  impofitions  than  the  malignancy  of  others.  The 
whole  affefTment  amounted  to  3  3000 1.  and  the  city  of  London  was 
taxed  to  the  full  third.  ^     ■ 
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the  King's  army,  with  correfpondencies  between  the 
court  and  the  Iriih  maiTacrills,  the  parliament,  fee- 
ing, as  they  faid,  the  fame  fpirit  here  againfl  the 
Proteilant  religion,  and  the  rooting  out  of  Proteftants, 
as  in  Ireland,  came  to  a  rcfolution,  That  proceedings 
fliould  be  againfl  all  Papifts  whatfoevei',  as  traitors, 
who  had  been  in  arms,  or  actual  war,  againfl  the' 
parliament,  or  had  f  urniHied  the  King  with  materials 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  war. 

This  was  a  prelude  to  an  impeachment  of  the 
queen  *,  which,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  was  car- 
ried up  by  Mr.  Pym,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons  of  England,  defired  the  Lords  to  ifTue  forth 
proclamations  to  fummon  her  to  appear  before  them, 
for  having  levied  war  againfl  the  parliament  and 
kingdom.  It  mufl  be  obferved,  that  the  parliament, 
which  was  now  pretty  well  purged,  of  all  its  mem- 
bers whofe  affeAions  were  flrongly  biafTed  to  the  mo- 
narchical part  of  the  conflitution,  had  altered  their 

♦  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  impeachment  of  the  queen  is  grounded 
on  her  having  levied  war  againfl  the  parliament  and  kingdom.  In 
the  year  i64r,  on  a  falfe  report  being  carried  to  the  queen,  that  the 
houfe  of  Commons  intended  to  accufe  her  of  trcafon,  that  aflcmbly 
protefted  that  they  hati  never  had  any  fuch  thing  in  their  thoughts.  The 
votes  for  impeaching  her,  at  this  time,  paffed  the  houfe  nemine  con> 
tradicente. 

This  impeachment  was  carried  up  on  the  twenty-third  of  May 
The  bufmefs  Hept  till  the  January  fucceeding,  when  the  Lords  ap- 
pointed nine  of  their  members  to  confider  what  method  of  proceedino-, 
for  bringing  the  queen  to  trial,  was  moft  agreeable  to  a  parliamentary 
way,  and  to  perufe  precedents  for  fettling  a  fure  courfe.  ?arl  Hift 
vol.  X.  p.  229,  vol.  XII.  p.  26,  vol.  XIII.  p.  2. 
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flile,  and  the  King's  name,  which,  by  the  forms  of  am.  16^^^ 
law,  was  neceflary  to  be  ufed  in  all  public  bufmefs, 
but  a  ceremony  highly  ridiculous  in  time  of  hoflili- 
ties,  was  now  entirely  left  out ;  and  that  thefe  fpirited 
exertions  were  at  the  time  when  the  King's  affairs  were 
in  the  highefl  career  of  fuccefs,  the  queen's  im- 
peachment having  been  carried  up  after  fhe  had  met 
the  King  with  a  flrong  reinforcement  of  horfe,  foot, 
and  arms.  But,  great  as  was  the  enterprize  the  po- 
pular leaders  had  undertaken,  with  the  interruptions 
and  dangers  treacherous  councils  had  introduced,  they 
exceeded  not  their  courage  and  capacity,  which  they 
exerted  in  proportion  to  the  neceffity  of  each  occafion. 

In    the    midfl     of    thofe   difcouragements     which  Confpiracies 
the   ill  fuccefs  of  military   operations   almofl   every  pSi^aLenl 
day    produced,    a    plot   to   divide   the   party  in   op- 
pofition,    and  to   deliver    up  the  city    to   the    King, 
was  difcovered  by  the  means  of  a  fervant,  who,  fuf- 
peding  the   intrigue,  had   placed  himfelf  in  a  fitua- 
tion  where  he  heard  difcourfes  which,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  unravelled    it.      Edmund   Waller,    famous    for 
his  poetic  genius,  who  had  made  a  confiderable  figure 
in   the    fhort  parliament,  in   an   animated,  eloquent 
f^eech  againfl  compounding  with  the  King  for  a  re- 
linquifhment  of  the  tax  of  fhip-money,  and  in    the 
beginning  of  this  meeting  had   exprefTed  a  fpirit  of 
refentment  againfl  the  oppreffions  of  the  King's  ad- 
miniflration,  now,  from  thofe  councils,  which  every 
day  encreafed  in  boldnefs,  began  to  fear,  if  his  party 
was  crowned  with  fuccefs,  a  total  extindlion  of  regal 
power,  and  the  gaudy  fplendor  of  a  court  ;  circum- 
flances  of  prevalent,  and  almofl  univerfal,  influence 
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Abb.  1643.  over  the  rhyming  race  *.  Perhaps,  too,  the  King's 
turn  of  fortune  might  have  its  effe(5t ;  but,  whatever 
were  the  principal  motives  that  prevailed  with  Wal- 
ler, either  the  fear  of  a  republican  government,  or 
the  deiire  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  a  power  which, 
in  appearance,  had  more  than  an  equal  chance  for 
vidlory,  he  entered  into  a  combination  with  Tomkins, 
his  brother-in-law,  and  one  Challoner,  Tomkins's 
friend,  to  form,  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  and 
citizens,  a  party  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  the  means 
neceflary  to  carry  on  the  war.  The  earls  of  Nor- 
thumberland, Conway,  and  other  noblemen,  had  fo 
far  encouraged  the  fcheme,  as  to  exprefs  defires  that 
expedients  might  be  found  to  limit  the  authority  cx- 
ercifed  by  the  Commons.  This  deiign,  which  had 
been  made  known  to  the  King  before  the  parlia- 
ment's propofitions  of  peace  were  fent  to  him  at  Ox- 
ford, and  on  the  account  of  which  he  had  faluted  Mr. 
Waller  with  tjie  following  expreffion,  "  Tho*  laft  not 
lead  in  love,"  was  fo  highly  improved  on  by  royal 
council,  that  it  arofe  to  the  taking  into  the  cuftody  of 
the  party  the  King's  children  ;  the  fccuring  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  of  the  two  houfes,  viz.  the  lords  Say 
and  AVharton,  Sir   Philip  Stapleton,  Mr.  Pym,    Ham- 

♦  Poets  in  general  are,  of  all  people,  the  leaft  tenacious  of  popular 
privileges,  and  the  moft  ignorant  in  matters  of  policy.  The  flio-hts  of 
poetic  fancy  are  too  wild  for  the  exercife  of  fubjeds  bound  within  the 
limits  of  rationality,  fitnefs,  cbnvenience,  and  ufe.  An  imagination 
fufficiently  warm  and  varied  for  the  produftions  of  poetry,  has  feldom 
folidity  enough  for  inveftigation,  is  apt  to  be  affedled  with  objedls  of 
fliew,  and  to  dwell  with  pleafure  on  the  romance  of  life.  Poetry  is 
the  beft  garb  for  panegyric,  and  princes  have  it  in  their  power  to  be 
good  patrons. 

den, 
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den,  and  Strode,  with  the  lord-mayor  and  committee  An».  1645. 
of  the  militia  ;  to  feize  upon  the  out-works,  forts, 
magazines,  gates,  and  other  places  of  importwcc,  ii^ 
the  city  and  Tower  ;  and  to  let  in  the  King's  forces, 
three  thoufand  of  which  were  to  advance  from  Ojc- 
ford,  fo  foon  as  intelligence  was  received  there  that 
the  matter  was  come  to  a  proper  ripenefs.  Wbilft 
the  three  confpirators  were  concerting  meafures,  and 
forming  lifts  of  thofe  they  imagined  well  affea:ed  to 
their  fcheme,  intelligence  of  their  machinations  was 
carried,  by  Tomkins's  fervant,  to  Mr.  Pym.  Waller, 
Tomkins,  and  Challoner,  were  feized  ;  and  a  com- 
miflion  from  the  King  to  raife  forces  fufficient  to 
execute  the  defign,  which  had  been  carried  to  Lon- 
don by  the  lady  Aubigny,  found  in  Tomkins's  cellar. 
On  the  difcovery  of  a  plot  which  involved  in  fufpi- 
cion  many  people  of  note,  and  members  of  both 
houfes,  a  covenant,  as  a  teft,  was  propofed  and  taken 
by  Lords  and  Commons.  It  was  afterwards  recom- 
mended to  the  whole  kingdom,  and  contained  a  de- 
claration of  abhorrence  of  the  treacherous  defign  lately 
difcovered ;  of  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  parliament 
againft  the  King's  forces,  raifed  without  their  con- 
fent ;  and  the  covenanters,  with  refolving  to  amend 
and  reform  their  lives,  vowed,  That  they  never  would 
confent  to  lay  down  arms,  fo  long  as  the  Papifts,  at 
this  time  in  open  war  againft  the  parliament,  fhould,  by 
force  of  arms,  be  protected  from  the  juftice  thereof. 

Waller,  whofe  courage  wasvery  unequal  to  the  part  fj,^«^^"J^^^^^^^ 
4ie  had  undertaken,  was  feized  with  fuch  a  panic  on  the  t»rs. 
view  of  danger,  that,  actuated  wholly  by  his  fears. 

Vol.  IV.  C  with- 
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without  regard  to  friendfliip,  or  the  facred  ties  of 
confidence,  he  confefled  every  circnmflance  of  the 
plot,  without  concealing  a  tittle  of  any  difcourfe  he 
had  ever  had  with  the  malcontents.  It  was  from 
him  the  parliament  were  acquainted  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  and  intercourfe  entertained  with  the  mi- 
niflers  of  ftate  at  Oxford ;  that  the  lords  Portland 
and  Conway  had  been  concerned  in  all  the  agitations 
which  had  been  with  the  citizens  ;  and  that  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  had  exprefTed  very  good  wifhes 
to  any  attempt  that  might  put  a  flop  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  parliament.  Such  were  the  agonies  of  mind 
which  the  fears  of  death  had  occafioned  in  Waller,  that 
his  trial,  out  of  a  principle  of  compaffion,  was  put 
off  till  he  could  recover  fome  compofure.  A  court- 
martial  was  appointed  to  try  Tomkins  and  Challoner, 
Alexander  Hamden  and  Haflel,  two  meflengers  of 
the  King,  who  had  been  employed  to  carry  intel- 
ligence to  and  from  Oxford,  with  thofe  citizens  v/hofe 
names  were  in  the  King's  commifTion.  The  lives  of 
the  greater  number  of  thefe  lafl  were  faved,  by  its 
not  appearing  that  their  names  were  put  into  the 
commiffion  with  their  confent  and  privity.  There 
was  no  evidence  againft  Hamden^  but  what  Waller 
had  given.  Haflel  died  in  prifon  the  night  before 
his  trial,  and  Hamden  before  judgment  was  pro- 
nounced. Tomkins  and  Challoner  received  fentence 
of  death,  and  were  both  executed  on  gibbets  eredled 
before  their  own  doors.  Their  behaviour  on  this 
tremendous  occafion  was  decent  and  proper;  They 
exprefl"ed  no  unworthy  fear  of  death,  yet  a  great,  and 
to  appearance   a  very  fincere,  remorfe  for   the  part 
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they  had  aded ;  acknowledging,  with  much  humi-  Ann.  1643. 
lity,  to  have  merited  their  fate ;  and  that  the  bufmefs 
they  had  engaged  in  might  have  been  produAive  of 
very  ill  confequences  *.  It  appeared,  by  the  dying  tefti- 
mony  of  thefe  unhappy  men,  that  they  had  been 
drawn  into  this  foolifh  engagement  by  the  flattering 
aflurances  Waller  had  given  them,  that  they  would 
be  countenanced  bv  all  the  houfe  of  Lords,  except 
three  or  four,  and  divers  of  the  houfe  of  Commons. 
Waller,  whofe  only  object  was  to  obtain  life  on  any 
terms,  conduced  himfelf  with  great  addrefs :  He 
counterfeited  the  utmoft  remorfe  of  confcience,  in- 
vited vifits  from  the  ruling  clergy,  received  their  ex- 
hortations with  reverence  and  humility,  and  pre- 
tended to  gain  from  their  inftrudions  new  lights  and 
clear  convidion.  Thefe  artifices  procured  him  fo 
much  favor,  as  to  be  allowed  to  plead  his  caufe  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  before  he  was  expelled  the 
aflembly  in  order  to  receive  trial ;  but,  though  his 
fpeech  on  this  occafion  was  graceful,  eloquent,  fub- 
miflive,  and  penitent  t,  and  that  he  artfully  urged 

*  Though  the  unhappy  fufferers  had  been  far  from  manifefting  any 
zeal  or  complacency  for  the  caufe  in  which  they  had  engaged,  yet  Chal- 
lenor's  father  very  abfurdly  tendered  to  his  fon,  on  the  point  of  execu- 
tion, the  king's  pardon  -,  which  he  rejefting  with  difdain,  anfwered, 
«  Sir,  I  befeech  you,  trouble  me  not  with  it :  pray  fpeak  to  my  fi-iends 
to  take  care  of  my  corpfe,  and  carry  me  home."  Rujbworib,  vol  V. 
p.  327. 

+  «  I  (hall  no  fooner  leave  you,  fays  Waller  at  the  end  of  his  fpeech, 
but  my  life  will  depend  on  your  breath,  and  not  that  alone,  but  the 
fubfiftence  of  fome  who  are  more  innocent :  I  might  therefore  (hew 
you  my  children,  whom  the  rigor  of  your  juftice  would  make  com- 
plete orphans,  being  already  motherlels  •,  I  might  fhew  you  a  family 
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thfe  danger  the  parliament  would  incur  by  expofing 
their  members  to  be  tried  at  other  than  their  own 
tribunal,  and  cited  examples  which,  at  this  time> 
were  of  grieat  authority  for  the  contrary  pra^licCj  viz. 
the  ancient  commonwealths,  and  in  particular  th(^ 
Roman,  yet  the  parliament,  too  fenfible  of  the  dan- 
ger they  ran  frona  treachery  within  doors  to  counte- 
nance treafon  among  themfelves,  remained  inflexible. 
Waller  was  expelled  the  houfe,  tried  by  a  council  of 
war,  and  condemned  to  die  j  but,  obtaining  a  re- 
prieve from  the  general  EfTex,  got  off  with  a  fine  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds,  a  year's  imprifohment,  and  ba- 

Wherein  there  are  fome  unworthy  to  have  their  Ihare  in  that  mark  oF 
infamy  which  now  threatens  mc  -,  but  fomething  there  is,  which,  if  1 
could  (hew  you,  would  move  you  more  than  all  this — it  is   my  heart,, 
which  abhors  what  1  have  done,  and  is  more  feVere  to  itfelf  than  the 
fevereft  judge  can  be  -,  a  heart,  Mr.  Speaker,  fo  awakened  by  this  afflic- 
tion, and  fo  entirely  devoted  to  the  caufe  you  maintain,  that  1  earneftly 
dcfire  of  God  to  incline  you  fo  to  difpofe  of  me,  whether  for  life  or  death, 
as  may  moft  conduce  to  the  advancement  thereof.     Sir,  not  to  trou- 
ble you  any  longer,  if  I  die,  I  fhall  die  praying  for  you  ;  if  I  live,  I 
ftiall  live  ferving  you,  and  render  you  back  the  ufe  and  employment 
of  thofe  days  you  fhall  add  to  my  life."     Waller,  in  his  fpeech,  pleads. 
That  his  conduft,  previous  to  this  offence,  both  without  and  within 
tiic  houfe,  had  been  fo  rcfpc(5tful  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
Y)rivilcgcs  of  the  parliament,  that  it  exempted  him  from  the  fufpicion 
t>f  having  any  fixed  malice  againft  either.     By  privileges  of  parhament, 
^icationcd  on  this  occafion.  Waller  muft  mean  that  authority  which 
^as,  at  this  time,  aflcrtcd  to  be  the  privilege  of  parliament,  and  is  a. 
contradiftion  to  what  Clarendon  relates.  That,  from  the  time  whea 
hoftilities  commenced  between  the  King  and  parliament.  Waller,  tho* 
continuing  under  the  power  of  this  aflembly,  fpake  with  freedom  and 
(harpnefs  againft  their  proceedings.     Such  a  boldnefs  of  condud  is 
likewife  incompatible  with  the  extreme  timidity  of  Waller's  difpofition* 
dar.  Hifi.  yol  U.-p.  192. 
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niflimcnt.    The  earl  of  Portland  and  the  lord  Conway  Ann.  1643, 
were  confronted  with  Waller  before  the  committee  of 
fafcty  ;  but  as  he  was  the  only  witnefs  againft  them, 
and    they    peremptorily   denied    every   part    of    his 
charge,    farther  profecution  was  declined,    and    the 
two  lords,  who  had  been  imprifoned  from  the  firft 
of    their  accufation,  obtained    enlargement  on    bail. 
The  earl  of  Northumberland  likewife  underwent  ex- 
amination  ;  but  the  accufation   againft  him  was  too 
general  to  found  on  it  any  particular  charge  *.     The 
citv  received  information  of  all  the  circumftances  of 
the  plot  from  Mr.  Pym,  who  enlarged  on  the  ill  con- 
fequences  which  would  have  attended  it,  and  recom- 
mended   ftrongly  the    covenant,   which,  though  not 
impofed  by  any  penalty,  excepting  lofs  of  pay  to  the 
ttiilitia,  was  very  generally  fubmitted  to,   and  gave 
the    party  great  advantage,    by  becoming    a    mark 

*  According  to  the  earl  of  Portland,  he  had  been  prefled  by  Wal^ 

ler  to  accufe  the  earl  of  Northumberland  and  the  lord  Conway,  in? 

order  to  fave  his  own  and  Waller's  life.     Clarendon,  after  relating  the  * 

circumftances  of  Waller's  meannefs,  obferves.  That  there  could  not  be 

a  greater  evidence  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  his  parts,  than  that  he 

lived,  after  this,  in  the  good  afFedion  and  eftcem  of  many,  the  pity  of 

moft,  and  the  fcorn  and  contempt  of  few  or  none.     The  fame  author 

takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  prove,  that  the  party,  to  get  the  lives  of 

the  confpirators,  jumbled  two  different  projeds  into  one  plot :  the  one 

formed  by  Waller,  Tomkins,  and  Challoncr,   at  London  -,  and  the 

other  by  Sir  Nicholas  Crifp  at  Oxford,  who,  having  been  recorder  of 

London,  and  imprifoned  by  the  parliament  for  fedition,  had  efcaped  to 

the  King.  Granting  the  aflertion,  that  there  were  two  difierent  projefls 

formed  by  different  people,  certain  it  is,  by  the  authority  of  unquef- 

tionable  evidence,  with  the  teftimony  of  the  confpirators  themfelves,. 

they  were  afterwards  both  wove  into  one  plot. 
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Ann.  1643.    of  dilliiKflion  to  know  their  friends  and  their  ene- 
mies *. 

Treachery  was  not  confined  to  the  limits  of  the 
capital.  No  fooner  was  this  confpiracy  crulhed,  and 
the  feverity  of  juftice  inflidted  on  the  ringleaders, 
than  information  was  given  to  the  Commons  of  fuf- 
picions  conceived  againft  Sir  John  Hotham  and  his 
fon,  that  they  had  entered  into  a  plot  to  betray  Hull 
to  the  royalifts.  Improbable  as  was  the  fuppofition, 
that,  after  the  King  had  declared  fuch  enmity  againft 
Hotham,  he  would  forfeit,  by  an  adt  of  treachery, 
all  merit  from  the  real  fervice  he  had  rendered  the 
parliament,  by  preferving  to  them,  in  a  very  criti- 
cal jundture,  a  place  of  fuch  importance  as  Hull,  and 
put  himfelf  in  the  power  of  a  party  who  could  hardly 
i  pardon  the  injury  they  had  received  from  his  con- 

duct, yet  it  was  founded  on  fadt.  Hotham,  of  a  na- 
ture imperious  and  vain,  had  refented,  with  great 
acrimony,  the  fuperior  diftindtion  which  had  been 
paid  to  the  lord  Fairfax,  in  nominating  him  com- 
mander in  chief  over  all  the  northern  forces.  This 
had  discovered  itfelf  on  many  occafions,  to  the  great 
interruption  of  the  fervice ;  and  the  parliament,  hear- 
ing of  a  difagreement  which  threatened  the  public 
caufe,  had  entertained  the  defign  of  adding  the  go- 
ve^'nment  of  Hull  to  the  command  of  the  lord  Fair- 
fax, who,  whilft  he  combated  with  infinite  difficul- 
ties and  interruptions,  had,  by  an  incredible  exertion 


•  Thofe  who  refufcd  the  covenant  were  difarmed. 
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of  fkill   and  bravery,   protedled  their  party  in  York- Ann.  164 j. 
fhire,  and  preferved  to  them  fome  authority  in  the  ; 

northern  parts,  in  oppofition  to  a  great  fuperiority 
of  military  force.  Sir  John  Hotham  having  pre- 
vailed over  the  fidelity  of  his  fon,  which  had  been 
proof  againft  a  former  temptation,  young  Hotham 
applied  himfelf  to  the  earl  of  Newcaftle ;  and  it  was 
agreed  between  them,  that  Hull  fhould  be  delivered 
up  to  the  queen,  when  fhe  fhould  be  on  her  march 
with  her  troops  to  the  King.  From  the  time  when  paj^fax', 
the  corrcfpondence  commenced  between  the  earl  of  Memoirs,oa, 
Newcaftle  and  the  young  Hotham  (and  thi^  was  foon  &rca- 
after  the  lord  Fairfax  was  appointed  to  the  fupreme 
command  of  the  parliament'^s  forces  in  the  North) 
the  garrifon  of  Hull  afforded  no  afliftance  to  his 
army,  which  obliged  him  to  leave  the  enemy  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  all  thofe  parts  of  Yorkfhire,  and  retire  to 
Leeds,  in  the  Weftern  Riding,  where  his  fon  Sir  Tho- 
mas, with  a  fmall  detachment,  lay.  Young  Hotham 
at  length  proceeded  to  fuch  an  infolent  avowal  of  his 
difcontent,  as  to  order  his  foldiers  to  live  on  free 
quarters  on  thofe  gentlemen  who  wei'e  weH-affedled 
to  the  parliament ;  and  on  being  queftioned  for  this 
condudl  by  the  lord  Grey  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  two 
colonels  in  the  parliament's  fervice,  he  turned  his 
cannon  againft  Cromwell,  and  offered  to  draw  out 
his  regiment  and-  fight  that  of  the  lord  Grey.  The 
committee  of  fafety  at  London  being  informed  of 
thefe  tranfadtions,  fent  down  an  oider  for  the  im- 
prifoning  Hotham  in  the  caftle  of  Nottingham  :  this 
was  executed  by  Sir  John  Meldrum  ;  but  Hotham 
found  means  to  efcape  to  Lincoln^  from  whence,  af- 
ter 
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Aaa.  i54j.    ^^^  writing  to  the  parliament,  and  pretending  he  had 
been  injured,  and  was   ready  to  anfwer  any  charge 
which  fhould   be  laid  againft  him,  he  went  to  Hull 
to  aifiil  his  father  in  the  delivering  up  that  town  to 
the  queen  ;  who  thought  herfclf  fo  fure  of  it,  as  to 
write,  in  a  letter  to  the  King,  that  flie  ftaid   at  New- 
ark to  have  Hull  and  Lincoln,  for  which  fhe  hoped 
he    would  pardon  two   days   flop.     From    the    time 
when  the   pai'liament  had  received  notice  of  the  fuf- 
picions    entertained    againft   the   two  Hothams,  they 
had   appointed  a  committee  to  watch   over  the    fecu- 
rity  of   Hull,  who   received,  from  the   captain  of  a 
man  of  war  then  in  the  road,  intelligence  that  Hull 
was,    that  night  or  the   next,  to  be  delivered  up   to 
the  King.     The  committee,  of  which  were  the  mayor 
of  Hull  and  Sir  Matthew  Bainton  (brother-in-law  to 
Sir  John  Hotham)   determined  to    prevent  it,  by  fe- 
curing  both  father  and  fon.     Whilft  the  two  Hothams 
were   in  bed,    the  townfmen,  officers,    and   foldiers, 
well-affedled    to   the    parliament,    affembled  without 
noife,  and   feized   all  the  ports  of   the   town.      The 
Hothams  found  means  to  efcape,  but  were   taken  at 
Beverly,  and  fent  up  prifoners  to  London.     The  plot 
to  deliver  up  Hull  was  not  very  clearly  iproved  a^ainll 
either  of  them ;  but  the  parliament,  for  obvious  rea^- 
fons,  were  very  fevere  againft  treachery ;  and  the  two 
Hothams,  after   long   confinement   and  frequent  ex- 
aminations, were  both  executed  for  corref ponding  with 
the  enemy,  and  for  treachery  in  divers  particulars  *. 

•  The  following  were  the  heads  of  Sir  John  Hotham's  charge  :  com- 
pliance v/ith  the  lord  Digby,  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  and  others  of  that 
party  j  the  refufal of  fupply  and  ammunition  to  the  lord  Fairfax;  fcan- 
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The    royalifts,   triumphant  in   every  engagement,  Ann.  1643. 
had  fairly  driven  the  adverfary  from  the  field  ;  whilft 

dalous  words  againft  the  parliament ;  an  endeavour  to  betray  Hull  to 
the  enemy ;  correfpondence  with  the  queen  ;  and  feeking  an  efcape. 
The  principal  part  of  young  Hotham's  charge  was  the  betraying  a  re- 
giment of  horfe  to  the  enemy.  Both  houfes  were  equally  inexorable  in 
regard  to  the  younger  Hotham,  who  had  been  more  open  and  more  * 

arrogant  in  his  condud  than  his  father,  whom  the  Lords  fo  far  fa- 
vored, as  to  fend,  on  their  own  authority,  an  order  to  reprieve,  when 
going  to  his  execution :   The  Commons,    refenting  that  the  Lords 
ftiould  afllime  fuch   power,  voted.  That  no  officer  fhould  ftay   the 
execution  of  juftice  by  any  order  of  either  houfe,  without  the  con- 
currence of  both  i  and  direded  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  to  pro- 
ceed to  execution.     Sir  John  Hotham  having  procured  a  motion  to 
be  made  in  the  lower  houfe  for  his  pardon,  it  was  enough  regarded 
to  occafion  a  debate;  and  he  had  the  mortification  to  fpend  fome 
hours  on  the  fcaffold,  previous  to  his  execution,  in  the  anxiety  of 
fufpence. — Whitlock  obferves.  That  his  rough  carriage,  efpecially  to 
his  inferiors,  and  his  very  narrow  way  of  living,  with  the  betraying  of 
his  truft,  rendered  him  fo  diftafteful  to  all  forts  of  people,  that  his  maf- 
ters,  for  whom  he  had  done  fuch  fervice,  caft  him  off;  his  foldiers 
chafed  him  from  them ;  his  brother-in-law  fupplanted  him,  and  fent 
him  and   his  wife   and  children  prifoners  to   the   parliament. — The 
following  remarks  were  made  by  the  King  on  the  death  of  this  martyr 
to  his  caufe :  "  I  cannot  but  obfei^ve  how  God,  not  long  after,  Co 
pleaded  and  avenged  my  caufe,  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  that  the  moft 
wilfully  blind  cannot  avoid  the  difpleafure  to  fee  it,  and  witji  Ibme  re- 
morfe  and  fear  to  own  it,  as  a  notable  ftroke  and  predidbion  of  di- 
vine vengeance  j  for  Sir  John  Hotham,  unreproached,  unthreatened* 
uncurfed,  by  any  language  or  fecret  imprecation  of  mine,  only  blafted 
with  the  confcience  of  his  own  wickednefs,  and  falling  from  one  in- 
conftancy  to  another,  paid  his  own  and  his  eldeft  fon's  head,  as  for- 
feitures of  their  difloyalty,  to  thofe  men  from  whom  furely  he  might 
have  expeded  another  reward  than  thus  to  divide  their  heads  from  their 
bodies,  whofe  hearts  with  them  were  divided  from  their  King:  nor 
did  a  folitary  vengeance  fervc  the  turn ;  the  cutting  off  one  head  in 
a  family  is  not  enough  to  expiate  the  affront  done  to  the  head  of  the 
commonweal  j  the  cldcft  fon  muft  be  involved  in  the  punifhment,  as 
Vol.  IV.  D  he 
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Ann.1643.  the  parliament  had  not  only  to  defend  thcmfelves 
againll  the  power  of  their  vidtorious  arms,  but  to 
guard  againft  the  combinations  of  domeflic  enemies, 
who,  ambitious  of  having  fome  fhare  in  the  reilora- 
tion  of  the  King's   fortune,  as  his  fuccefs  encreafed 

he  was  infeded  with  the  fin,  of  the  father  againft  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try i  root  and  branch  God  cuts  off  in  one  day.  That  which  makes 
me  more  pity  Sir  John  Hotham,  continued  the  King,  is,  that  after  he 
began  to  have  fome  inclination  towards  a  repentance  for  his  fin,  and 
reparation  of  his  duty  to  me,  he  fiiould  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  their  juftice,  and  not  of  my  mercy.— Poor  gentleman  ! 
he  is  now  become  a  notable  monument  of  unprofperous  difioyalty, 
teaching  the  world,  by  fo  fad  and  unfortunate  a  fpeclacle,  that  the  rude 
carriage  of  a  fubjeft  towards  his  fovereign  carries  always  its  own  ven- 
geance, as  an  infeparable  fliadow,  with  it." 

"  What  thanks,  obferves  Milton  on  thefe  royal  remarks.  Sir  John 
Hotham  had  from  the  King  for  revolting  to  his  caufe,  and  what  good 
opinion  for  dying  in  his  fervice,  they  who  have  ventured  like  him,  or 
intend,  may  here  take  notice." — "  Moft  men  are  too  apt,  fays  the  fame 
author,  and  commonly  the  worft  of  men,  fo  to  interpret  and  expound 
the  judgments  of  God,  and  all  other  events  of  providence  or  chance, 
as  makes  moft  to  the  juftifying  their  own  caufe,  though  never  fo  evil, 
and  attribute  all  to  the  particular  favour  of  God  towards  them  :  Thus, 
when  Saul  heard  that  David  was  in  Keilah,  "  God,  faith  he,  hath  de- 
livered him  into  my  hands,  for  he  is  fhut  in  •,"  but  how  far  that  king 
was  deceived  in  his  thought  that  God  favoured  his  caufe,  that  ftory 
unfolds,  and  how  little  reafon  this  King  had  to  impute  the  death  of 
Hotham  to  God's  avengement  of  his  repulfe  at  Hull,  may  be  eafily 
feen  -,  for,  while  Hotham  continued  faithful  to  his  truft,  no  man  more 
fafe,  more  fuccefsful,  more  in  reputation,  than  he ;  but  from  the  time 
he  firft  fought  to  make  his  peace  with  the  King,  and  to  betray  into  his 
hands  that  town  into  which  before  he  had  denied  him  entrance,  no- 
thing profpered  with  him :  certainly,  had  God  intended  him  fuch  an 
end  for  his  oppofition  to  the  King,  he  would  not  have  deferred  to  pu- 
nifh  him  till  when,  of  an  enemy,  he  was  changed  to  be  the  King's 
friend,  nor  have  made  his  repentance  and  amendment  the  occafion  of 
his  ruin.'*     Eikcn  Baftlike^  Eiconoclajia. 
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grew  more  adive  and  turbulent.  Charles,  elevated  Ann.  1645. 
to  a  high  degree  at  the  promifmg  appearance  his  af- 
fairs carried,  flung  off,  without  referve,  that  malk 
of  moderation  with  which  the  neceflity  of  his  affairs 
had  obliged  him  to  veil  his  pretenfions  :  A  proclama- 
tion was  fet  forth,  accufing  both  houfes  of  treafon, 
on  the  flatute  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Edward  the  Third, 
and  forbidding  obedience  to  them  as  a  parliament. 
At  the  fame  time  a  pardon  was  offered  to  all  but  five 
members  of  the  upper  houfe,  and  thirteen  of  the 
lower  houfe  *,  with  an  invitation  to  repair  to  the 
King  at  Oxford.  This  a(5l  of  prefumption  may  be 
juftly  termed  the  critical  incident  which  preferved  the 
caufe  of  Liberty,  when  on  the  brink  of  deflrudtion. 

Of  that  numerous  train  of  gentry  and  nobility 
whom  pique,  prejudice,  and  affections  of  a  yet  bafer 
kind,  had  occafioned  to  follow  the  King's  fortunes, 
fome  few  there  were  in  whom  the  fpirit  of  Liberty 
was  not  totally  extin<5l  ;  and  in  the  fond  hope  alone 
that  Charles's  misfortunes  had  amended  his  judg- 
ment and  corredbed  his  inclinations,  did  they  venture 
life  and  property  to  fupport  his  authority.  The  low 
condition  of  the   royalifts,  at  the   commencement  of 

*  The  unfortunate  (kirmilh  in  which  Mr.  Hamden  perifhed  was  of 
an  after-date  to  the  fucceffes  in  the  North  and  Weft  •,  he  is  among 
the  excepted  members  of  the  Commons*  houfe,  of  whom  the  following 
is  a  lift :  The  earls  of  EfTex,  Warwic,  Manchcfter,  and  Stamford ; 
vifcount  Say  and  Seal ;  Sir  John  Hotham,  Sir  Arthur  Hazlerig,  Sir 
Henry  Ludlow,  Sir  Edward  Hungerford,  and  Sir  Francis  Popham ; 
Nathaniel  Fiennes,  John  Hamden,  John  Pym,  William  Stroud, 
Henry  Martyn,  Alexander  Popham,  Ifaac  Pennington,  and  Venn. 
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thc  war,  had  obliged  the  court  to  contain  itfelf  in  the 
ftriaieft  limits  of   cautioa    and  moderation  j   but   no 
fooner  had  fuch  fuccefs  attended  that  moderation,  as 
to  flatter  the  King  with  a  profped  of  victory,  than, 
afluming    the  haughtinefs  natural   to  his   chara(5ler, 
and  which  it  was  ever  difficult  for  him  to  conceal,  he 
talked  and  adted  in  an  abfolute   ftrain  :  His   conde- 
fcenfion   to  the   unreafonable  pretenfions    and  brutal 
manners  of    his    nephew,  prince   Rupert,  has    been 
already  mentioned ;  his  entertainment  of  fome  of  the 
moft  notorious  of  the  Irifh  rebels  at  his  court  at  Ox- 
ford gave  great  difguft.     The  fentiments  which  were 
now  publicly  avowed   by   the  greater  number  of  his 
followers,   and  which  he  himfelf  hints  in  his   treaty 
with  the   parliament,  viz.  that   more  than  a   confti- 
tutional  power  ought  to   be  veiled  in  the   cro^vn,  fo 
ftaggcred  the  zeal  of  the  few  thinking  individuals  of 
his^ "party,    that  they   began    to    recollea   this   very 
obvious    truth,    that  the   army    by  which  the   King 
conquered  his  enemies  would  have  as  little  reafon  to 
triumph  as  the  army  which  was  beaten,  feeing  they 
would  equally    lofe   both   honor   and  Liberty.     The 
parliament,     notwithftanding    the    feverities    it    had 
*  threatened  to  all  thofe  who  had  oppofed  it,  was,  for 
thefe  reafons,  regarded,  by   the   honeft  and  fenfible, 
as  a  very  proper  check  on  the   King's   defigns  ;   and 
that  both  parties  ihould  be   reduced  to  treat  on  equal 
terms,  was  their  ultimate  wiih.     The  earl  of  Dorfet, 
in  a  fpirited  manner,  repreliended  the  earl  of   Briftol' 
for  the   unconftitutional   language    he  had   ufed   in 
council  ;  ftrongly  enforced  the  many  advantages  which 
were    on   the  fide    of   the  parliament ;  and    recom- 
mended, 
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mended,  That  his  majefly  fliould  be  defired  to  take  Ann.  164J. 
fome  prefent  order  for  a  treaty  of  peace :  "  The  par- 
liament, if  doubts  and  jealoufies  were  taken  away, 
he  faid,  would  never  endeavour  to  infringe  the  King's 
juft  prerogatives  j  that  they  had  only  declared  fuch 
delinquents  as  they  had  conjectured  had  mif-coun- 
felled  his  majefty,  and  were  the  authors  of  tumults 
in  the  commonwealth  *  ;  but  that  this  declaration,  . 
except  fuch  crimes  could  be  proved  againft  them,  was 
of  no  validity  ;  the  parliament  would  do  nothing 
unjuftly,  nor  condemn  the  innocent."  Such  was  the  - 
llyle  of  fome  of  the  King's  followers  before  the  treaty 
commenced;  but  the  inclinations  he  had  difcovered 
in  the  condudl  of  that  treaty,  and  his  proclamation 
declaring  the  parliament  to  be  no  parliament,  effec- 
tually convinced  thefe  moderate  men  that  there  was 
a  neceflity  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  his  vidlories. 

Had  the  King  marched  to  London  immediately  af-^ 
ter  the  defeat  of  Sir  William  Waller  in  the  Weft,  the 
lord  Fairfax  in  the  North,  and  the  furrendcr  of  Briftol ;. 
when  there  was  no  army  extant  in  a  condition  to  op- 
pofe  him  ;  when  jarring  fa^Slion  divided  the  opinion, 
and  weakened  the  authority,  of  parliament  ;  when 
his  party,  acflive  and  zealous  in  his  caufe,  flulhed 
with  the  profpea  of  fuccefs,  and  yet  unawed  by  pu- 
nifhment,  might  have  raifed  within  the  city  a  pow- 
erful combination  in  his  favor  ;  he  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  been  crowned  with  an  abfolute  vidory :: 

*  The  lord  Digby,   fon  to  the  earl  of  Briftol,   was  particularly 
charged  with  this, 

but 
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,      ...     but  this,  with  almoft  equal    horror,  was   as   much 
dreaded  by  feveral  of  his  adherents  as  his  enemies  ^. 

*  . 

*  That  the  King's  friends  had  many  of  them  as  great  apprehen- 
fions  of  this  event  as  his  enemies  is  feen  by  their  condud,  and  by  the 
followincv  paffaocs,  colleaedout  of  two  letters  pubhflied  m  the  Sidney 
Papers,  ''and  written  bv  the  earl  of  Sunderland  to  his  wife,  a  nobleman 
who  loft  his  life  in  the  King's  fervice  :  «  The  King's  condition  is  mud) 
improved  of  late  -,  his  force  encreafeth  daily,  which  encreafeth  the  in- 
folency  of  the  Papifts ;  how  much  I  am  unfatisfied  with  the  proceedings 
here,  1  have  at  large  exprefled  in  fcvcral  letters  ;  if  there  could  be  an 
expedient  found  to  falve  the  punftilio  of  honor,  I  would  not  continue 
here  one  hour:  The  difcontent  which  I  and  other  honeft  men  receive 
daily  is  beyond  expreltion  •.  the  King  is  of  late  very  much  averfe  to 
peace,  by  the  perluafions  of  202  and  in.     It  is  likewife  conceived, 
that  the  King  has  taken  a  refolution  not  to  do  any  thing  in  that  way 
before  the  queen  comes  -,  for  people  advifing  the  King  to  agree  with 
the  parliament  was  the  occafion  of  the  queen's  return  ;  till  that  time  no 
advice  will  be  received:  Neverthelefs,  the  honeft  men  will  take  all  oc- 
cafions  to  procure  an  accommodation,  which  the  King,  when  he  fent 
thofe  meflages,  did  heartily  defire,  and  Nvould  ftill  make  offers  in  that 
way  but  for  202  and  11 1,  and  the  expedation  of  the  queen,  and  the 
fear  of  the  Papifts,  who  threaten  people  of  342  :  I  fear  the  Papifts 
threats  have  a  much  greater  influence  upon  the  King  than  upon  343. 
If  the  King,  or  rather  the  Papifts,  prevail,  we  are  in  a  fad  condition, 
for  they  will  be  infupportable  to  all,  but  moftly  to  us  who  have  op- 
pofed  them,  fo  that  if  the  King  prevails  by  force  I  muft  not  live  at 
home  i  I  apprehend  I  ftiall  not  be  fuffered  to  live  in  England,  and 
yet  I  cannot  fancy  any  way  to  avoid  both,  for  the  King  is  fo  awed 
by  the  Papifts  that  he  dares  not  propofe  peace,  or  accept ;  but  it  that 
be  offered  by  the  parliament,  I  and  others  will  fpeak  their  opinion, 
though  by  that  concerning  the  treaty  we  were  threatened  by  the  Pa- 
pifts, who  caufed  99  to  be  commanded  by  the  King,  upon  his  alle- 
giance, to  return  againft  his  will,  he  being  too  powerful  for  102  and 
1 1 ,    by  whom  England  is  now  likely  to  be  governed.    I  hear  Leicefter 
has  'refufed  to  (hew  his  inftruftions  to  the  parliament  without  the  King's 
Vave    which  refolution  I  hope  he  will  not  alter,  left  it  fliould  be  pre- 
judicial to  him  ;  for  the  King  is  in  lb  good  a  condition  at  this  time,  that 
if  the  parliament  would  reftore  all  his  right,  unlefs  they  wUl  deliver 
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In  a  council  of  war  which  the  King  called  to  delibe-  Ann.  1645. 
rate  on  the  plan  of  his  fucceeding  operations,  it  was 
plaufibly  urged,  That  the  pofTeflion  of  Gloucefter 
would  fubjedt  to  his  command  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  Severn  ;  that  it  would  open  a  communication  from 
Briftol  to  Shiewfbury,  and  from  thence  to.  the  North, 
by  the  means  of  Lancafliire,  and  fo  entirely  fecure  to 
him  the  pofTeflion  of  Wales  ;  that  troops  and  contri- 
butions might  be  drawn  thence  to  recruit  his  army  ;^ 
that  the  trade  of  Briftol  would,  by  fupplying  his  gai-- 
rifons  of  Worcefter  and  Shrewfbury,  be  fo  advanced 
as  to  produce  from  its  cuftoms  and  duty  a  large  re- 
venue *  ;  that  great  fums  might  be  exa<fled  from  the 
yeomanry  of  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  who  were 
rich,  and  able  to  redeem  their  delinquency  at  a  high 
price ;  that  it  was  the  only  garrifon  the  parliament 
had  of  importance  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  thus  the  King 
would  be  poflefTed  of  an  entire  and  glorious  part  of 
his  kingdom,  to  contend  with  the  rdk,  Thefe  argu- 
ments not  being  thought,  by  the  majority  of  the 
council,  weighty  enough  to  facrifice  the  King's  great 
expectations  to  the  event  of  a  doubtful  iiege,  it  was 
privately,  and  with  better  fuccefs,  urged,  That  Eflex 
and  the  moderate  party  might  be  again  driven  to  a 
defperate  refolution,  if  the  King  Ihould  attempt  to 
re-enter  London  by  force  of  arms  j  that  he  could  ha- 

up  to  a  legal  trial  all  thofe  perfons  named  in  his  long ,  and  fome 

others,  he  will  not  hearken  to  peace."     Sjd/ieys  State  Papers,  vol.  IL 
p.  667,  ^feq. 

*  The  King  had  again  claimed  and  exadcd  the  cuftoms,  as  his  na- 
tural and  hereditary  right.     Rujkwcrib, 
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xard  nothing  by  attempting  Glouceller ;  and  that  the 
defpondency  of  the  parliament,  with  the  diftradtions 
their  divifions  occafioned,  was    fo  great,  that  before 
the  fiege  could  be  ended,  they  muft  be  reduced  to  of- 
fer him  his  own  terms.     With  this  reprefentation  of 
the  date  of  affairs  it  was  pretended,  That  MafTey,  the 
governor   of  Gloucefler  *,  had  given   fccret    intima- 
tion, that  it  would  not  (land  with  his  confcience  to 
fight  againft  the  perfon  of  the  King ;  and  therefore  if 
the   King   himfelf,  with  his   army,  fhould   fummon 
the  town,  he  would  not  make  any  defence  ;  and  that, 
in  this   cafe,  he   fliould  be  able  to  perfuade  thofe  in 
the  town  to  a  like  refolution.     This  was  the  fnare 
which  entrapped  the  King,  who  was  very  ready   to 
imagine  that  men  committed  a  violence  on  their  con- 
fciences  when  they   entered  into   contefl  with  regal 
authority.     Prince   Maurice    and    the   earl    of  Caer- 
narvon were  difpatched  with  the   Cornifh   army   to 
make  a  total  redu<5lion  of  the  Weft,  whilft  the  King, 
with  fix  thoufand  foot,  and  a  far  greater  number  of 
horfe,  appeared,  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  before  the 
city   of  Gloucefter  :  The  fummons    to  furrender  al- 
lowed two  hours  for  an  anfwer ;  but,  long  before  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  the  enemy  returned  one  which 
fhewed  men  determined  to  withftand  all  extremities ; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  their  fincerity,  before  any  motion 
was  made  by  the  royalifts,  they  fet  all  the  fuburbs  of 

•  It  is  afferted  by  Clarendon,  That  MafTcy  had  been  at  York,  with 
inclination  to  ferve  the  King  -,  but,  not  having  the  profped  of  prefer- 
ment equal,  to  his  defires,  went  to  London,  where,  as  this  author  ob- 
fervcs,  there  were  more  money  and  fewer  officers.  •  Clar,  Hiji.  vol.  II. 
P>  242. 

their 


CHARLES 


L 


^5 


their  city,  in  which  were  many  large  and  fair  build-  Ann.  1643. 
ings  well  inhabited,  on  fire.  Indignity  at  this  difap- 
pointment  now  prompted  the  King  to  purfue  what  he 
had  been  drawn  in  to  undertake ;  nor  were  perfua- 
fions  negledted  to  confirm  the  reiblution:  The  town, 
it  was  alleged,  was  very  ill  provided  with  provifion 
and  ammunition  ;  its  ftrongeft  defence  was  an  old 
ftone  wall,  too  crazy  to  refift  any  force  of  battery ; 
the  deftruiftion  of  the  fuburbs  had  raifed  fo  ftrong  a 
party  of  malcontents,  that,  on  the  firft  attack,  the 
garrifon  would  be  enforced  to  yield  ;  the  parliament 
had  no  army,  nor  was  likely  to  form  one  ftrong 
enough  to  relieve  the  town,  and,  even  if  they  had 
one,  it  was  better  to  fight  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
London,  where  his  majefty  was  well  fupplied  with 
whatever  he  wanted,  could  choofe  his  own  ground, 
and  where  his  fuperior  body  of  horfe  could  be  able  to 
defeat  any  forces  brought  againft  them.  The  King's 
ill  fate  was  at  this  time  fo  prevalent,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  earncft  folicitations  of  the  queen  (never 
but  in  this  particular  inftance  refifted)  the  fiege  of  the 
city  of  Glocefter  was  regularly  undertaken. 

To  return  to  the  tranfacflions  of  the  capital.  The 
Lords,  who,  previous  to  Sir  William  Waller's  defeat, 
had  made  a  motion  to  the  Commons  for  another  peti- 
tion to  the  King  for  peace,  were  fomething  alarmed 
at  the  receipt  of  the  proclamation  annulling  their  au- 
thority: They  refolved,  That  they  were  bound,  in 
duty  to  the  eftablifhed  government  of  the  kingdom, 
to  defend  the  pre  fen  t  parliament  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes  ;  and  that  a  declaration  fhould  be  made  to 
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that  purpofe  to  the  kingdom,  inviting  all  Engliflimen 
to  join  them,  with  an  affurance  that  they  would  re- 
ceive all  into  their  protection  but  perfons  to  be  ex- 
cepted in  the  declaration,  and  who  fliould  appear  to 
be  the  contrivers  of  thefe  deftruaive  counfels.  The 
Commons,  in  a  conference  on  the  fubjec^,  hint  a 
doubt  of  the  reality  of  the  Lords'  good  intentions, 
who,  on  this  critical  jundlure,  did  not  agree  to  fcve- 
ral  neceflary  propofals  they  had  made  them. 

At  this  period  came  out  a  very  oflentatious  paper, 
addrefTed  to  the  people,  and  publifhed  by  the  King,  in 
which,  after  magnifying  his  fuccefles,  and  afluming  the 
particular  protection  of  God  ;  after,  *  in   general  and 
unmeaning  terms,  giving  afTurances  of  his  good  inten- 
tions towards  the  Liberty  of  the  people  ;  after  inveigh- 
ing bitterly  againil  the  condudl  of  the  parliament ;  he 
offered  pardon  for  all  that  was  pad  to  their  followers, 
provided  they  would  redeem  their  pad  crimes  by  ufmg 
their   utmoft  endeavors    to    reduce    to   obedience    all 
thofe  who  fliould  continue  to  bear  arms  againft  him  ; 
and  exhorted  a  vigorous  endeavor  to  put  an   end  to 
the  war,  by  contributing  men,  money,  plate,  horfes, 
and   arms,  to  his  aid.     The   ill   fuccefs    which    the 
popular  party  had  met  with  had  not  fo  quelled  their 
courage  as  to  accept,  on  terms  thus    deftruc^ive,  the 
arrogant  mercy  of  the  King:  rather  animated  than 
fubdued   with    the   profpedl    of    danger,  a    petition, 
figned  by  a  large  number  of  citizens,  for  raifing  every 
individual  of  the  party  at  once,  was  prefented  to  the 
Commons.     As  the  petition  had  named  the  committee 
who  were  to  manage  the  bulinefs,  a  warm  debate  en- 
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fued :  Thofe  among  them  who  were  willing  to  give  Ann.  1643. 
interruption  to'  the  zeal  of  the  citizens,  infilled  much 
on  the  irregularity  of  this  circumftance  ;  but,  in 
confideration  of  the  invincible  neceffity  of  the  king- 
dom, it  was  pafTed  over  by  the  majority,  with  a  falvo 
to  preferve  the  privilege  of  parliament.  A  committee, 
as  nominated  in  the  petition,  was  appointed  to  fit  at 
Merchant-Taylors  Hall  in  the  city,  and  new  fubfcrip- 
tions  were  opened  for  receiving  money,  ammunition, 
horfes,  and  perfons,  without  dillindtion.  Orders  and 
ordinances  paffed  for  raifmg  horfes  and  men  in  all 
the  fouthern  pirts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  com- 
mittee of  the  London  militia,  the  deputy-lieutenants^ 
and  the  committees  of  parliament  in  the  feveral  coun- 
ties, were  impowered  to  inlift  men  ;  the  refufers  to 
be  committed  to  prifon,  or  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  pounds* 
The  earl  of  Manchefter  was  appointed,  by  a  vote  of 
both  houfes,  ferjeant-major-general  of  the  forces  to 
be  raifed  in  the  afibciated  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, Effcx,  Cambridge,  Hertford,  and  Huntingdon  ; 
and  Sir  William  Waller,  who  was  now  returned  to 
London,  and  had  reprefented  his  condudt,  and  the 
circumilances  which  occafioned  his  defeat,  in  a  light 
which  exculpated  himfelf,  and  flung  the  whole  odium 
on  Effex,  was,  at  the  defire  of  the  fubfcribers,  voted 
commander  in  chief  of  the  city  militia  ;  and  a  new 
vow  and  covenant  for  the  defence  of  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfler,  and  the  borough  of  South- 
wark,  were  taken  by  all  ranks  of  people.  Eight  thou- 
fand  foot  and  dragoons,  and  two  thoufand  horfe, 
were  to  be  raifed  in  the  affociated  counties  :  As  the 
means  were    compulfive,  it   afforded  an   opportunity 
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for  the  King's  party  in  Kent  to  make  an  infurredlion^ 
Mn,i6^.  ^^^^^  ^^^  quickly  fuppreffed,  and  the   ringleaders 

fent  up  prifoners  to  London.  The  care  of  the  Tower 
was  invefted  in  the  lord-mayor  and  fheriffs,  Sir  John 
Coniers  having  demanded  leave  to  go  with  his  family 
abroad.  A  Danifh  veffel,  laden  with  arms  and  am- 
munition for  the  King,  was,  about  this  time,  feized 
in  the  river  Thames,  and  the  arms  fent  down  to  the 
Ifle  of  Ely,  of  which  place  Oliver  Cromwell,  a  colonel 
in  the  fervice,  had  been  lately  appointed  governor. 

Spirited  as  were  thefe  meafuresof  the  parUament 
and  city,  the  Lords,  on  the  news  of  the  furrender  of 
Briftol,  were  ilruck  with  fuch  a  panic,  that,  defiring 
an  immediate   conference  with   the   Commons,  they 
declared  to  them.  That  they  were  refolved  to  fend  the 
following  propofitions  to  the  King :  "  That  both  ar- 
mies might  be  immediately  difbanded,  and  his  ma- 
jefty  entreated  to  return  to  his  parliament,  upon  fuch 
fecurity  as  fhould  give  him  fatisfadion  :  That  religion 
might  be  fettled,  with  the  advice  of  a  fynod   of  di- 
vines, in  fuch  a  manner  as   his   majefty,  with   the 
confekt    of  parliament,    fhould    appoint  r    That    the 
naval  and  land  militia  might  be  fettled  by  a  bill,  and 
the  militia,  forts,  and  (hips  of  the  kingdom  put  into 
fuch  hands  as  the  King  fhould  nominate,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  both  houfes  of  parliament  -,  and  his  ma- 
jefty's  revenue  to  be  abfolutely  and  wholly  reftored  to 
him,  only  deducing  fuch  part  as  had  been  of  neceffity 
expended  for  the  maintenance  of  his  children  :  That 
all  the  members  of  both  houfes,  who  had  been  expell- 
ed only  for  abfenting  themfelves,  or  mere  compliance 
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with  his  majefty,  and  no  other  matter  of  fa<n:  againft  Ann.  1643. 
them,  might  be  reftored  to  their  places  :  That  all 
delinquents,  from  before  the  tenth  of  January  1641, 
fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  juftice  of  parliament, 
and  a  general  pardon  for  all  others  on  both  fides : 
That  there  might  be  an  a(5l  of  oblivion  for  all  by-gone 
deeds  and  ac^s  of  hoftility." — On  the  report  of  this 
conference  in  the  lower  houfe,  it  was  urged  by  the 
fenfible  part  of  the  afTembly,  That  it  would  be  abfurd 
and  dangerous  to  enter  into  a  treaty  in  the  prefent 
circumftanccs ;  that  they  had  received  much  preju- 
dice by  the  Oxford  treaty,  and  muft  now  expe<5t,  in 
the  low  condition  of  their  affairs,  to  receive  more  *  ; 
that  the  King  having  declared  them  no  parliament, 
they  could  not  treat  in  any   fafe  capacity  j  that  the 

*  The  juftnefs  of  this  argument  cannot  be  better  fhewn  than  in 
Clarendon's  obfervation  on  thefe  propofitions :  "  Without  doubt  if 
they  had  been  fent,  fays  he,  which,  if  the  power  had  been  in  the  two 
houfes,  they  would,  a  firm  peace  had  enfued  -,  for,  befides  that,  if  a 
treaty  and  ceflation  in  that  conjundure  had  been  entered  on,  no  extra- 
vagant demands  would  have  been  prefled,  only  a  fecurity  for  thofe  who 
had  been  faulty,  which  the  King  would  gtadly  have  granted,  and  mofb 
religioufly  obferved>  the  fourth  propofition,  and  confent  to  reftore  all 
members  to  their  places,  would  have  prevented  the  kindling  any  more 
fire  in  thofe  houfes."  This  is  to  fay,  that  after  all  the  blood  and  trea- 
fure  which  the  party  devoted  to  Liberty  had  fpent  in  the  caufe,  their 
leaders,  expofed  to  penalty  by  the  ftrid  letter  of  the  law,  would  have 
been  fecured  from  puniftiment  by  the  King's  gracious  condefcenfion, 
and  their  enemies  exalted  to  the  higheft  honors  and  dignities  of  the 
Hate — circumftanccs  which  would  have  fufficiently  vindicated  the  caufe 
of  tyranny  •,  whilft  the  King,  in  the  abfolute  pofieflion  of  the  moff 
noxious  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  would  have  had  the  afllftance  of  a 
parliament  to  confirm  and  legitimate  the  defpotifm  fuppofcd  to  be  in- 
herent to  monarchy.     Gar.  Htjf,  vol.  II.  p.  247. 
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Ann.  1543.    kingdom  of  Scotland,  on  their  reqtiefl,  was  preparing 
to  allifl  them   with   all  brotherly  afTedlion   and  for- 
wardnefs  ;  and,  after  fuch  a  difcovery  of  their  inten- 
tions, to  treat  for  peace  without  their  privity  was  to 
betray  them,   and  to  forfeit  all  hopes  of  hereafter  re- 
lief;  that  the  city  of  London  and  adjacent  covmties 
had  exprefled  all  imaginable  readinefs  to  raife  forces 
for  Sir  William  Waller,  which  would  enable  the  earl 
of  Eflex  fpeedily  to  march,  with  a  better  army  than 
he  had  ever  commanded,  to  give  the  King  battle  ;  that 
any   difcourfe  of  peace   would   extinguifli    the   zeal 
which  was  now  flaming  in  the  hearts  of  the  people ; 
and  therefore  the  proportions  tendered  by  the  Lords 
ihould  not  be  even  taken  into  confideration.     Power- 
ful as  were  thcfc  arguments,  the  King's  partizans  in 
the  houfg  *,  with  a  number  whom  fear  had  recon- 
ciled to   peace  on  any  conditions,  after  a   warm  de- 
bate, which  lafled  till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  formed  a 
majority  of  ninety-four  againfl  lixty-nine  for  taking 
the  proportions  into  confideration  ;   and,  on  a  fccond 
divifion,  it  was  carried  to  aflent  to  what  concerned 
the  King's  revenue  in  the  propolitions,  and   to  take 
the  reft  into  farther  confideration.      The  Sunday  in- 
tervening before  the   time  appointed  for  this   debate, 
the  popular  leaders  had  leifure  to  take  the  meafures  ne- 
retitions  for  ccfTary  for  the  ill  they  expected :  A'  common-council 
andagainft    ^^^    called  by    Pcnuington,  the  lord-mayor,    which 

alTembly  drew  up  a  petition  againll  the  Lords'  pro- 
pofitions  for  peace,  and  an  ordinance  prefcribing  the 
mofl  eflFedlual  manner  of  carrying  on  the  war.     The 


Clarendon  fays  there  were  many  of  thefe. 


petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  a  felecH:  number  Ann.  1645. 
of  aldermen  and  common-council,  who  were  attended 
by  fo  numerous  a  train  of  petitioners,  that  the  Lords, 
defiring  an  immediate  conference  with  the  Commons, 
told  them.  That  they  muft  adjourn  their  houfe,  and 
would  continue  fo  to  do,  if  tumults  were  not  fup- 
prefTed ;  whilfl  Mr.  HoUis,  to  abate  the  fpirit  of  the 
party,  produced  in  the  houfe  a  letter  from  the  general 
EfTex,  informing  them,  that  the  King's  forces  had 
taken  Dorchefler  and  Weymouth.  This  was  fo  far 
from  producing  the  defigned  efFecft,  that  the  Com- 
mons, after  having  returned  the  petitioners  thanks 
for  their  petition  and  advice,  rejecfted  the  proportions 
for  peace  by  a  majority  of  eighty-eight  againfl  eighty- 
one. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  the  King's  party  in  the 
city,  terrified  by  the  execution  of  Tomkins  and  Chal- 
loner,  had  remained  quiet ;  but  now,  exafperated  at 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  Lords'  intentions,  and  the  fpirit 
which  appeared  againfl  treating  on  fuch  terms  with 
the  King,  and  encouraged  by  the  civility  with  which 
a  female  petition  had  been  on  a  different  occafion  en- 
tertained, fpirited  up  fome  of  the  lower  fort  of  wo-  ^  female 
men  to  clamor  for  peace  :  A  petition  on  this  fubjecSt 
was  accordingly,  on  the  ninth  of  Augufl,  prefented 
to  the.  Commons  by  two  or  three  thoufand  women, 
with  white  filk  ribbons  in  their  hats.  The  houfe  had 
the  complaifance,  after  giving  it  a  reading,  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  wait  on  the  petitioners,  to  afTure 
them  of  the  carnefl  dcfu'e  of  the  houfe  for  peace,  and 
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that  they  did  not  doubt,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  anfwer 
the  end  of  their  petition.  This  general,  though  very- 
civil  anfwer  was  far  from  fatisfying  :  The  number 
of  females  which  crouded  round  and  up  to  the  doors 
of  the  houfe,  and  of  men  difguifed  in  womens  cloaths, 
were  by  noon  encreafcd  to  five  thoufand,  crying  out 
in  a  tumultuous  manner,  "  Peace !  peace  !  give  us 
thofe  traitors  who  are  againfl  peace,  that  we  may 
tear  them  to  pieces !  give  us  that  dog  Pym  !"  The 
trained  bands,  who  Hood  centinel  at  the  doors  of  the 
houfe,  attempted  to  quell  the  rioters  by  a  difcharge 
of  powder ;  but  this  only  exciting  their  derifion  and 
a  farther  boldnefs,  which  proceeded  to  driving  away 
the  centinels  with  brickbats,  the  houfe,  in  their  own 
defence,  was  obliged  to  fend  for  a  troop  of  horfc, 
who,  after  endeavoring  in  vain  by  fair  words  to 
appeafe  thefe  amazons,  drew  their  fwords,  but  could 
not  difperfe  them  till  they  had  flaflied  feveral  over 
the  hands  and  faces  ;  a  ballad-finger  was  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  another  woman  wounded  in  a  manner 
which  occafioned  her  death  *.     The  Lords  continued 

*  The  partiality  of  a  partizan  cannot  be  more  ftrikingly  obvious 
than  in  Clarendon's  account  of  this  female  tumult :  "  The  women, 
fays  he,  exprcffed  greater  courage  than  the  men  •,  and,  having  a  prece- 
dent of  a  rabble  of  that  fex  appearing  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  diftrac- 
tions,  with  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  foment  the  divifions, 
with  acceptance  and  approbation,  a  great  multitude  of  the  wives  of 
fubftantial  citizens  came  to  the  lower  houfe  with  a  petition  for  peace  : 
Thereupon  a  troop  of  horfe,  under  the  command  of  one  Hervey,  a 
decayed  filkman,  was  fent  for,  who  behaved  with  fuch  inhumanity, 
that  they  charged  among  the  filly  women,  as  an  enemy  worthy  of  their 
courage,  and  killed  and  wounded  many  of  them."     The  civility  with 
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to  importune  the  Commons  on  the  fubjea:  of  tumults  '  Ann.  1643. 
The  Commons  recommended  to  the  lord-mayor  to 
take  fome  courfe  to  prevent  them,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  reafons  to  fatisfy  the  Lords  on  their 
refufal  to  alTent  to  the  propofitions,  and  to  intreat  ' 
them  not  cO  defert  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  at  this 
time,  for  the  Commons  would  do  their  utmoft  in  the 
defence  of  the  Lords,  as  much  as  for  themfelves. 

These  friendly  affurances  prevailed  fo  far  as  to 
prevent  the  defperate  meafurc  of  an  adjournment, 
in  this  peril  of  the  commonwealth.  But  the  earls 
of  Northumberland,  Bedford,  Clare,  Holland,  and 
Portland,  with  the  lords  Lovelace  and  Conway,  who 
had  long  eyed,  with  an  envious  afped,  the  en- 
creafe  of  popular  privileges,  and  the  power  the  lower, 
houfe  had  gained  by  the  vaft  abilities,  refolution, 
and  perfevering  fpirit  of  its  members,  agreed  to  put 
themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  the  earl  of  EfTex, 
whofe  difcontents  they  were  acquainted  with,  and 
with  whom  they  had  long  held  a  fecret  correfpon^ 
dence.     They  were  to  have  declared  a  want  of  free- 

which  the  petitioners  were  treated  by  the  houfe  of  Commons,  with  the. 
provocations  which  excited  thefe  adls  of  inhumanity,  are  concealed  by 
the  hiftorian,  and  the  neceffity  of  quelling  a  tumult  which  was  only 
defigned  by  the  party  as  a  prelude  to  a  more  formidable  infurrefbion. 
If  the  rank  of  thofe  hurt  and  killed  in  the  fray,  with  other  concealed^ 
circumftances,  had  been  weighed,  it  mufl  have  appeared,  from  the " 
very  different  behaviour  of  the  petitioners,  that  the  hiftorian's  aflertion 
was  abfolutely  falfe  ;  that  thefe  were  a  rabble  of  the  loweft  of  the  fex, 
uncondufted  by  any  perfon  of  decent  carriage  i  and  the  others  the 
wives  of  creditable  and  fubftantial  citizens. 
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dom  in  debate,  to  have  protefled  againft  the  violence 
which  had  been  offered,  and  the  breach  of  their  privi- 
leges by  the  common-council's  taking  notice  of  their 
confultations,  and,  by  the  means  of  the  army,  have 
forced  the  two  houfes  to  confent  to  fuch  an  agreement, 
fays  Clarendon,  as  the  King  would  well  have  approved. 
The  earl  of  Eflex  had,  from  the  coldnefs  and  infuf- 
ficiency  of  his    cohdudl,  long   lain  under  the  cenfure 
of  the  whole  party,  and  the  great  difpleafure  of  the 
Commons,  who,  if  Sir  William  Waller  had  been  vic- 
torious   in    his  weftern   expedition,    would  certainly 
have  difplaced  EfTex,  and  appointed  Waller  their  ge- 
neral in   chief.      On   the   afllirances    this   latter  had 
given,  no  expcnce  had    been    fpared  to    make  him 
fuccefsful,  whilft  the  applications  of  EiTex,  to  whon> 
alone  could  be  imputed  the  extreme  difficulties  under 
which   the    two   houfes  labored,    were  treated  with 
negleft  -,  they  had  little  reafon  to  haften  the  recruit- 
ing an  army    which  had  done   fuch    inconfiderable 
fervice,  and   which  had  put   them   to  an  enormous 
eipence  -,  but  the   death   of  Hamden,    and    Waller's 
defeat,  entirely  difconcerted  their  intended  meafures : 
They  could   not,  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of 
their  affairs,  hazard  fo  bold  a   flroke   as  the  removal 
of  Elfcx,  who,  refenting  the  lofs  of  his  influence,  not 
only  held  a  flri(fl  correfpondence  with   thofe  of  the 
two  houfes  who  had  fhewn  the  mofl  difcontent  at  the 
touncils  which  prevailed,  and  had  been  the  mofl  cla- 
morous for  an  accommodaticm,  but  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  parliament,  advifing  a  treaty  with   the  King  ;  at 
the  fame  time   plying  ihem  with  complaints  of  ill 
ufage,  and  prefling  them  for  reparation,  and  vindi- 
cation 
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cation  of  his  honor  from  afperfions  which  had  been  Am.  1643. 
cafl    upon    it  :  He   demanded,  that    a  parliamentary 
enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the  condud  of  their  forces 
in  the  Weft,  and  fent  up  the  terms  upon  which    he 
was  willing  to  keep  the  army  together.      The  condudl 
of  the  party,  in  regard  to  the  management  of  EfTex, 
was  a  mafter-piece  of  policy  :  After  (hewing  him,  by 
making  the  earl  of  Manchefter   general  of  the   affo- 
ciated    counties,  where    their   chief  forces    lay,    and 
to  which  they  had  now  added  Lincoln,  and  raifing  a 
reinforcement  to  ferve  under  Sir  William  Waller,    that 
they  had  other  generals  to  truft  to,  they  fent  a  com- 
mittee of  both  houfes  to  him  to  appeafe  his  difcon- 
tent, and  endeavor  to  recover  his  former  good  affec- 
tions.    Thefe,    after  flattering  his  vanity  by  telling 
him  that  the  parliament  had  an  high  opinion  of  his 
paft   fervices,  after   foothing   his  difcontent   by  pro- 
mifing  punifhment  to    his    libellers,  and,  from    the 
full  teftimony  of  the  confidence   placed  in  him  by 
both  houfes,    ample   vindication    for  the   calumnies 
which  had  been  raifed  againft   him,  reprefented  the 
defperatenefs  of  his   condition,  fhould  the  King  pre- 
vail by  force   of  arms  5  the  little  countenance  which 
the  adherers  to  the  power  of  parliament  would  have 
from  government,  fhould  the   two  houfes  be  forced 
into   a  peace   on  unfavorable   conditions  ;  and  that, 
from  motives  of  ftate-policy,  the  envy  of  particular 
friends  and  adherents,  with  the  haughtinefs   of  the 
King's  difpofition,  little  favor  could  be  expedted  by 
thofe  who  had  oppofed  him  with  arms,  even  if,  by 
a  breach  of  confidence,  they  fhould  defert  their  party, 
and  haften  the  progrefs  of  his  conquefts.     With  thefe 
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Ann.  1543.  reprefentations  were  mixed  others  of  a  difFerent  na- 
ture ;  viz.  that  the  public  would  make  a  grateful 
return  of  refpecfl  and  honor  for  benefits  received, 
whereas  little  could  be  expetfled  from  ferving  a  prince 
whofe  pride  of  temper  occafioned  him  to  look  upon 
obligations  of  the  higheft  nature  as  a6ts  of  mere  duty 
from  a  fubjevfl  to  his  fovereign,  and  that  the  honor  of 
being  engaged  in  his  fervice  was  of  itfelf  a  fufficient 
reward  ;  and  whofe  extravagant  idea  of  the  fuperio- 
rity  and  privileges  annexed  to  the  rank  of  princes  was 
fuch,  that  no  fubjed,  however  powerful  or  ufeful  to 
his  intereil,  could  exped:  other  than  to  be  mortified 
by  a  behaviour  fupercilioufly  infolent.  The  diflferent 
treatment  to  be  expedled  from  the  parliament  and  the 
court,  was  fpecially  marked  by  comparing  the  per- 
fonal  refpevSt  which  EfTex  had  met  with  from  the  two 
houfes,  and  the  rank  he  held  in  the  kingdom,  with 
that  the  marquis  of  Hertford  had  received  on  the  dif- 
ferences which  had  happened  between  him  and  the 
two  princes,  and  the  mortifications  all  the  Englifli 
nobility  daily  met  with  from  the  unreflrained  info- 
lence  of  prince  Rupert's  behaviour.  Thefe  argu- 
ments, with  a  promifc  that  cloaths  fhould  be  pro- 
vided, arrears  paid,  and  his  army  recruited  before 
the  other  regiments  were  complete,  were  more  than 
fufficient  to  fettle  the  difcontents,  and  reform  the 
condudl  of  Eflex :  The  change  of  whofe  inclinations 
not  only  fruftrated  the  dcfign  of  the  fore-mentioned 
noblemen,  but  the  fear  that  he  Ihould  difcover 
iheir  treacherous  overtures  occafioned  them  to  aban- 
don the  town,  and  feek  for  proted:ion  in  the  King's 
quarters. 

Essex 
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Essex  now  prepared  himfelf  to  ferve  with  fincerity  Ann.  ,643. 
the  parliament :  His  army  was  recruited  in  the  fpace  fj^^vcd! 
of  fifteen  days,  and,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Augufl, 
at  the  head  of  fourteen  thoufand  men,  he  began  his 
march   from  Aylefbury,    to  raife   the  fiege   of   Glo- 
cefler.     MafiTey,  who  had  under  his  command  fifteen 
hundred  regular   troops,  befides   citizens   devoted  to 
the  fervice,  made  fo  brave  a  refiftance,  and,  by  re- 
peated fuccefsful    fallies,  fo   quelled  the   courage  of 
the  enemy,   that  the  King,  with  the  lofs  of  an  infi- 
nite number  of  men  and   horfes,  after  having   Iain 
twenty -fix  days  before  the  town,  had  made  no  im- 
prefiion  on  it.     On  the  news  of  Efi^ex's  motion,  prince 
Rupert  was  difpatched  with  the  horfe  to  harrafs  him. 
in   his  march:  EfiTex  advanced  with  a  fi:eady  intrepi- 
dity,    and  over    an    open    champain    country,    near 
thirty  miles  in  length,  by  the  force  of  military  fkill, 
condu^l,    and   difcipline,    though   much   inferior    in 
cavalry,  defended  himfelf  from  the  enemies'    horfe, 
who,    on   his    approach   to    Glocefler,    after    having 
made  an  inefljec^ual  attack,  raifed  the   fiege  *.     With 
the  want   of  provifion  and  all  necefiaries,  one  barrel 
of  powder  was   the   whole   fiock  of   ammunition  re- 
maining in  the  garrifon  j  but   their  deliverer  reple- 

.  *  Th€  King,  on  hearing  of  the  enemies*  fwift  advance  towards  the- 
relief  of  Glocefler,  endeavored  to  amufe  them  with  propofitions  to  be 
treated  on  ;  but  the  general  Eflex  returned  to  the  meflenger  an  im- 
mediate anfwer.  That  he  had  no  commiflion  to  treat,  bu^  to  relieve 
Glocefter,  which  he  was  refolved  to  do,  or  to  lofe  his  life  there.  His 
foldiers,  on  hearing  that  a  trumpeter  was  come  with  propofitions  to 
treat,  cried  out  with  repeated  acclamations,  «'  No  propofitions !  no 
propofitions  !"    IVhitlock,  p.  6^. 
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Ann.  1643.  niflied  their  military  (lores,  and  fiipplied  plentifully 
with  provifions  the  town  and  his  own  army  from 
thofe  places  where  the  King's  had  been  in  want  of 
all  things,  the  inhabitants  having  carefully  concealed 
their  (lore  from  the  royalids,  and  prefcrved  it  for  that 
party  whofe  caufe  they  favored. 

After  the  relief  of  Gloceller,  EfCex  retired  to 
.  Tewkfbury  ;  and  whilft,  by  a  military  feint,  he  made 
the  King  believe  his  intention  was  to  march  to  Wor- 
cefler,  he  took  another  road,  and,  by  the  favor  of  a 
dark  night,  furprifed  Cirencefter,  with  three  hundred 
of  the  King's  troops,  his  magazine,  and  a  convoy  of 
provifions  which  lay  in  the  town.  By  the  north 
parts  of  Wilt(hire,  where  the  enemies'  horfe  could 
adl  to  the  leaft  advantage,  Effcx  dire(5led  his  courfe  to 
the  capital :  The  main  body  of  his  army  reached 
Hungerford  in  fafety  ;  but,  after  having  lod  many  in 
the  rear  by  the  aftivity  of  the  enemies'  horfe,  he  had 
the  mortification  to  find,  on  his  approach  to  New- 
berry, that  the  King  had,  by  hafiy  marches,  arrived 
before  him,  and  was  in  pofifeflion  of  the  town.  Great 
were  the  advantages  now  on  the  fide  of  the  King :  A 
good  town  in  his  own  quarters,  fituated  on  an  emi- 
nence, to  refre(h  his  tired  army,  his  garrifon  of 
Wallingford  near  at  hand,  and  Oxford  within  didance 
of  affording  every  fupply  which  was  wanted  ;  whilft 
the  enemy,  tired  with  long  marches,  and  harra(red 
with  continual  attacks,  having  no  other  lodging  than 
the  field,  nor  means  of  fupply  of  any  fort,  muft  at  all 
hazards  force  their  way  through  the  enemy.  Effex 
liad  formed  his  army  to  great  -advantage  on   a  hill 

within 
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within  a  mile  of  the  town,  when  the  King's  troops,  who,  Ann.  164.. 
notwithftandins;  their  havinff  been-foiled  at  Gloceller.  ?.^"^f  °* 

.*-'.*-'  '  Newberry. 

conceived  an  irrational  contempt  of  the  enemy,  fore- 
going all  their  fuperiorities,  began  the  attack.     ESqx 
on  this  occafion  difplayed  the  (kill  of  a  good  general, 
and  performed  the  duty  of  an  inferior  o(ficer :  With  a 
brigade  of  horfe  and  his  own  regiment  he  led  on  the 
battle  ;    and,  whilft  his    cavalry   was    feveral    times 
broken  by  the  King's,  his  infantry^  maintaining  them- 
felves  in  firm  array,  continued  a  conftant  fire  j  and  as 
the  horfe,  according  to  orders,  retired  between  their 
ranks,  prefented  their  pikes  to  the  enemies'  cavalry,, 
and  (helter  to  their  own   whilft  they   rallied   behind 
them.     The  fight,  carried  on  in  this  manner,  conti- 
nued till  night  put  an  end  to  the  a(5lion,  and  left  the 
vidlory,  after  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men  on   each, 
fide,  undecided  -,  but  the  event  (hewed  the  advantages 
to  be   on  the  fide  of  EfTex,  who,  after   the  battle   of 
Newberry,  proceeded  with  very  little  lofs  or  interrup- 
tion to  Reading,  and   from  thence  to  London ;  but 
was  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  omifiion   in  leavings 
this  town  to  the  pofTeffion  of  the  King,  who  followed 
him  clofe  at  the  heel,   and  who,  by  re-eftabli(hing  a 
garrifon   at  Reading,    ftreightened   London   and    the 

parliament's  quarters  *. In  this  battle,  which  lafted 

from  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  night,  the  Lon- 
don militia,  though  formed  of  apprentices  and  tradef- 
men,  utterly  unacquainted  with  avStion,  efpecially 
fignaliz^d  themfelves,  difplaying  a  courage   as  coot 

♦  *♦  We  were  not,  fkys  Ludlow,  arrived  to  the  time  to  make  the 
moft  of  our  advantages,"  > 

and 
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Ann:  1643-    and  fleady  as  could  have  been  expedcd  from  the  mod 
veteran  forces. 


Death  and 
cbaradler  of 
lord  Falk- 
land. 


With  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and  Caernarvon, 
the  King  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  the  nobleman 
whofe  adherence  did  the  moil  honor  to  his  caufe  ; 
this  was  Lucius  Gary,  vifcount  Falkland,  a  man  whom 
all  his  cotemporaries  agree  to  have  been  poflefled  of 
good  abilities,  great  quicknefs  of  parts,  and  of  man- 
ners virtuous  and  amiable.  The  father  of  this  no- 
bleman had  filled  the  office  of  deputy  of  Ireland  before 
the  advancement  of  Strafford  ;  and  though  he  had, 
by  this  carl's  means,  received  perfonal  difpleafure 
from  the  court,  yet  his  fon,  who  had  himfelf  on 
fome  frivolous  occafion,  when  a  raw  youth,  fuifered 
an  imprifonment  in  the  Fleet,  was  of  the  privy-cham- 
ber in  the  year  1633,  and  was  fo  zealous  againft  the 
Scots,  that,  though  refufed  a  command  of  a  troop  of 
horfe,  he  ferved  as  a  volunteer  under  the  earl  of  Ef- 
fex  in  the  expedition  of  1639.  Being  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ihort  parliament  of  1 640,  he  became, 
from  the  ftrength  of  fadls  and  arguments  urged 
againft  the  King's  adminiftration,  an  advocate  for  the 
popular  caufe  ;  and,  in  the  beginning  of  tlie  fuc- 
ceeding  parliament,  ranged  himfelf  among  the  fierceft 
of  its  adverfaries.  Whilft  the  adions  and  defigns  of 
the  patriot  members  were  bound  within  the  ftridt  let- 
ter of  the  law,  or  that  Falkland  imagined  them  fo 
authorifed,  he  adhered  fteadily  to  the  popular  intereft  *; 

•  Clarendon  has  the  following  curious  obfervation  on  lord  Falkland's 
oppofition  to  the  court :  "  For  he  was  fo  rigid  an  obferver  of  efta- 
blifhed  laws  and  rules,  that  he  could  not  endure  the  lead  breach  or 
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but  when  the  attacks  on  regal  power  grew  to  the  Ann.  1643. 
reforming  and  flrengthening  laws  which,  by  expe- 
rience, had  been  found  not  ftrong  enough  to  reftrain 
it  from  ufurpations,  he  chofe  to  defend  the  preroga- 
tives which  had  overturned  it,  only  becaufe  they  were 
eftabliflied  by  precedent.  Thus  the  virtue  of  Falk- 
land taught  him  a  lefTon  little  ufeful  to  the  defence 
of  man,  and  totally  oppofite  to  the  principle  of  re- 
formation ;  viz.  That  Cuftom  gives  not  only  a  legal, 
but  a  facred  and  perpetual,  eftablifhment  to  tyranny. 
When  the  duplicity  of  the  King's  condudl,  with  the 
av^s  of  violence  he  had  attempted,  had  fo  debafed  his 
charader,  and  rendered  him  fo  unpopular,  as  to  make 
it  difgraceful  to  an  honeft  man,  and  dangerous  for 
any  man,  to  enlift  in  his  fervice,  the  virtue  of  Falk- 
land occafioned  him  to  accept  of  the  employment  of 
fecretary  of  ftate,  left  the  refufal  fliould  bring  fome 
blemifli  on  the  King's  affairs,  and  left  the  world 
ihould  imagine  he  feared  the  delicate  nature  of  his 
confcience  would  receive  violence  in  performing  the 
functions  of  that  office  *.  After  voting  for  the  re- 
deviation  from  them  ;  this  made  him  fo  Cevcre  againft  the  lord  Finch 
and  earl  of  Strafford,  contrary  to  his  natural  gentlenefs  of  temper : 
But,  in  both  cafes,  he  was  only  mis-led  by  the  authority  of  thofe  whom 
he  believed  underftood  the  laws  perfectly,  of  which  he  himfelf  was  per- 
fedly  ignorant."  Was  feverity  againft  Finch  and  Strafford  incompati- 
ble with  fweetnefs  and  gentlenefs  of  temper  ?  Does  not  the  hiftorian 
in  a  manner  juftify  thefe  two  notorious  offenders,  and  infmuate  that 
they  were  only  guilty  of  trifling  breaches  of  law  ?  Clar.  Hifi»  vol.  II. 
p.  272. 

♦  Though  Falkland's  panegyrift,  the  lord  Clarendon,  has  taken 
great  pains  to  (hew  that  this  preferment  was  reludant  to  his  inclination, 
yet,  at  the  fame  rime,  he  allows  that  he  had  been  folicitous  for  office. 
Clar,  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  273.  . 
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Abb.  1643.  moval  of  bifhops  from  their  feats  in  parliament,  the 
virtue  of  Falkland,  enlightened  by  Mr.  Hyde,  oppofed 
with  violence  the  extirpation  of  an  order  of  menwha 
had,  in  his  opinion,  been  the  principal  caufe  of  op- 
prcllion  both  in  Religion  and  Libeny  ;  who  had  been 
Ruiiiworth,  the  dcllriivflion  of  unity,  under  the  pretence  of  uni- 
P°i84,&re<i.  formity  -,  who  had  brought  in  fuperftition  and  fcan- 
dal,  imder  the  titles  of  reverence  and  decency  ;  wha 
had  defiled  the  church  by  adorning  the  churches  j 
who  had  llackened  the  union  between  the  church  of 
England  and  the  other  reformed  churches  ;  who  had 
tithed  mint  and  anife,  and  left  undone  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law  j  who  had  been  lefs  feverc  on 
thofe  who  damned  our  church,  than  on  thofe  who, 
upon  weak  confcience,  had  abflained  from  it  *  ;  who 
had  refembled  the  dog  in  the  manger,  neither  preached 
themfelves,  nor  employed  thofe  who  ihould,  nor  fuf- 
fcred  thofe  who  would  ;  who  had  brought  in  cate- 
chiling  only  to  thrufl  out  preaching,  and  cried  down 
ledures  by    the  name  of  fadlion  ;  who   had  indullri- 

*  In  this  fpeech  it  was  aflerted.  That,  whilft  mafles  had  been  faid 
in  fecurity,  a  conventicle  had  been  a  crime  -,  that  the  conforming  to 
ceremonies  h.id  been  more  exadl  than  the  conforming  to  Chriftianity  ; 
and  that  whilft  men  for  fcruples  had  been  undone,  attempts  on  the  moft 
execrable  a6fe  of  debauchery  had  been  only  admonifhed  ;  that  the  moft 
frequent  fubjefts,  in  the  moft  facred  auditories,  had  been  the  jus  divinum' 
©f  bifhops  and  tythes,  the  facrednefs  of  the  clergy,  the  facrilege  of  im- 
j>ropriations,  the  deiTiolifKing  of  Puritanifm  and  property,  the  building 
the  prerogative  at  Paul's,  and  the  introdu6lion  of  fuch  dodbrines  as, 
admitting  them  true,  the  truth  would  not  recompence  the  fcandal,  or 
fuch  as  was  fo  far  falfe  that,  like  the  Cafuifts,  their  bufinefs  was  not  ta 
keep  men  from  finmng,  but  to  confirm  them.  Ruflrjo:rth,  vol.  IV. 
p.  184. 
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oufly  labored  to  deduce  themfelves  from  Rome,  and  Ann:  1643. 
had  given  great  fufpicion  that  in  gratitude  they  de- 
fired  to  return  thither,  or  at  lead  to  meet  it  halfway; 
who  had  evidently   labored  to  bring  in   an   Englifli, 
though  not  a  Roman  popery,  that  is,  the  outfide  and 
drcfs  of  it,  but  equally  abfolute,  a  blind  dependance 
of  the  people  upon  the  clergy,  and  the  clergy  upon 
themfelves  ;  who  had  both  written,   preached,  plotted, 
and    adled   againil    our   liberties ;    who  had  labored 
to    exclude  both   all  perfons   and   all    caufes   of   the 
clergy  from  the  ordinary  jurifdidtion  of  the  temporal 
magiilrate,  and,    by    hindering   prohibitions,  to  take 
away  the  only  legal  bound  to  their  arbitrary  power  j 
who  had  kindled  and  blown  the  common  fire  of  both 
nations,  and  had  been  the  almoft  fole  abettors  of  my 

It 

lord  of  Strafford.     The   faults   of  the  individuals  of 
this  order,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Falkland,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  nature  of  the  order  itfelf :  Yet  it  was 
to  be  preferved,  for  no  better  reafon  than  becaufe  it 
was  poflible   for  a  bifliop  to  be  a  good  man.      When 
civil  contention  proceeded  to  extremity,  when  King 
and  parliament,  rather  than  relinquifli   their  feveral 
views  and  pretenfions,  were  determined  to  engage  the 
nation  in   a  civil  war,  the   virtue  of  Falkland  occa- 
fioned  him  to  add  weight  to  that  fide  whofe  weaknefs 
muft,  but  from  fuch  fupport,  have  prevented   from 
diflurbing   the   public  peace,  and  thus,  by    aflifting 
in  balancing  the  ftrength  of  parties,  be  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  author  of  thofe  bloody  calamities  which  fo 
long  afflicfted  his  country.     To  oppofe  a  party  whom, 
it  was  fuppofed,  ad:uated  by  ambitious  views,  fought 
to  innovate  the   conftitution,  the  virtue  of  Falkland 
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excited  him  to  attempt  the  full  reftoration  of  an  au- 
thority from  which,  in  his  opinion,  many  grievances 
had  flowed  ;  and,  inilead  of  adhering  to  that  fide 
whofc  fuccefles  might,  by  wife  and  upright  councils^ 
have  produced  a  better  fettlement  of  laws,  and  hap- 
pier principles  of  government,  to  take  up  arms  for 
the  King,  whom  vitSlory  mufl  fecure  in  the  full  pof- 
feilion  of  that  abfolute  fway  he  had  exerted  and  fliU 
afTedled,  and  turn  the  limited  powers  of  the  confti- 
tution  into  a  complete  regal  defpotifm.  To  concur, 
from  principle,  with  fo  much  evil,  and  a6t  againft 
fuch  obvious  conclufions,  Ihews  a  fuperftitioufnefs  of 
temper  *  and  weaknefs  of  mind  which  are  altogether 
incompatible  with  a  found  underflanding.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  that  he  was  fo  far  from  being  infenfible  of  the 
confequences  already  mentioned,  that,  dreading  the 
too-profperous  fuccefs  of  his  party  f,  his  natural 
vivacity  and  gaiety  of  temper  vifibly  abated  ;  he 
became  fad,  pale,  gloomy,  and  referved  ;  nor  ever 
aiTumed  his  wonted  chearfulnefs  and  vigor,  but  when 
ihere  was  any  overture  or  hope  of  peace,  which  he 

*  A  proof  of  a  weak  fuperftitious  rjegard  to  formalities  he  gave  irr 
a  propofition  to  the  lower  houfe,  which,  if  acquiefccd  in,  would  have 
entirely  prevented  the  fecuring  the  pcrfon  of  the  lord  Strafford,  and 
given  him  a  fair  opportunity  to  ruin  his  country  for  the  juftice  it  inr 
tended  him. 

f  Sir  John  Colepcpcr,  one  of  lord  Falkland's  mo  ft  particular 
friends,  who  had,  like  him,  engaged  on  the  fide  of  Liberty,  and,  like 
him,  defected  it  to  fupport  the  power  of  the  crown  •,  who  had,  like 
him,  at  firlt  been  no  friend  to  epifcopacy,  and,  like  him,  for  his  change 
of  opinion  been  rewarded  with  office ;  was  the  perfon  who  prefied. 
with  the  moft  earncftncfs,  and  with  the  beft  fuccefs,  the  fiege  of  Gk)<^ 
cefter. 

was 
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was  very  folicitous  to  promote.  It  was  his  uneafinefs  Ann.  1643. 
of  mind,  from  the  view  of  prefent  calamities,  and 
the  dread  of  future  evil,  which  hurried  on  his  fate ; 
his  friends  in  vain  ftrongly  difTuading  him,  as  he 
had  no  military  command,  from  engaging  in  the 
fight ;  but  he  faid  he  was  weary  of  the  times,  and 
did  believe  he  fhould  be  out  of  them  ere  night.  Cla- 
rendon has  endeavored,  with  his  utmoft  Ikill,  to 
reprefent  the  charadter  of  his  friend  and  pupil,  lord 
Falkland,  as  the  moft  perfed  of  that  or  any  age  ;  but 
it  appears,  from  this  very  reprefentation,  that„  though 
his  virtue  was  great,  his  underflanding  was  moderate  j 
that  he  had  a  narrow  way  of  thinking  ;  and  that  his. 
morals  were  too  refined  to  be  fervieeable  :  He  would 
not  entertain  fpies,  nor  open  letters,  to  ferve  his  maf- 
ter,  or  fave  the  caufe  in  which  he  had  engaged  both 
life  and  fortune  ;  nor  deviate  from  the  flriA  letter  of 
precedent,  to  give  Liberty  to  the  commonwealths 
On  occafions  thus  important,  fuch  trifling  pun(5lilios^ 
at  the  fame  time  they  prove  the  goodnefs  of  the 
heart,  betray  the  weaknefs  of  the  judgment.  Falk- 
land, at  an  early  period  of  life,  entered  into  the  en- 
joyment of  large  pofleflions,  when,  in  defiance  of 
thofe  ftimulating  excitements.  Example  and  Oppor- 
tunitv,  infl:ead  of  launching  out  into  a  riotous  difli- 
pation  of  wealth,  time,  and  conftitution,  he  entered 
into  a  Arid  courfe  of  fl:udy :  As  fuitable  to  his  years, 
he  at  firft  applied  himfelf  to  the  light  parts  of  litera- 
ture, and  made  fome  fuccefsful  attempts  in  poetry  r 

aTtcrwards  to  abflrufe   learning but,  in  attempting 

fcience,  he   loft   wifdom  -,    his    judgment   being    too- 
moderate  to  extradlj  from  the  drofs  of  learning,  the 

fpiriit 
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Ana.  j^i$.  fpirit  of  truth,  or  diftinguifli  realities  from  the  for- 
1/  malitie^  of  knowledge  ;  his  natural  undcrflanding 
was  rather  clouded  than  enlightened  by  fuch  appli- 
cation. He  was  a  friend  and  patron  to  genius,  and 
his  love  of  lettei's  occafioncd  him  to  converfe  chiefly 
with  men  of  this  (lamp,  by  whom  he  was  regarded 
as  a  prodigy  of  learning  for  his  rank  and  years  *. 
The  partizans  of  that  caufe  in  whofe  defence  he  lofl 
his  life,  afliire  us,  that  he  was  of  the  mod  unble- 
mifhed  integrity  ;  but  there  are  fome  fadls  which 
call  this  in  queRion  f :  His  charader,  however,  upon 

•  Lord  Falkland  was  himfelf  an  author  of  fome  reputation.  His 
works,  bcfides  his  fpeeches  fpoken  in  the  houfe,  are,  A  Draught  of  a 
Speech  concerning  Epifcopacy  ;  A  Difcourfe  of  the  InfaUibility  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  A  View  of  fome  Exceptions  made  againft  the  Dif- 
courfe of  the  Infallibility  of  the  Church  of  Rome  •,  A  Letter  to  Mr. 
F.  M.  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Bcale,  Mafter  of  St.  John's  College,  Cam- 
bridge ;  An  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Walter  Mountague's  Letter  concerning  the 
changing  his  Religion  i  Poems ;  with  a  Comedy  called  The  Marriage. 
Biographia  Britannica.     Woo^s  Athen^e  Oxonienjis. 

■f  The  principles  and  fafts  laid  down  in  the  papers  publifhed  in 
Charles's  name,  whilft  the  lord  Falkland  was  fecretary  of  Itate,  are  very 
jnconfiftent  with  that  nobleman's  profeflions  whilft  he  declared  himfelf 
a  partizan  for  the  popular  caufe.  He  figned  a  declaration,  that  he  did 
not  believe  the  King  intended  to  levy  war  on  his  fubjefts,  at  the  very 
time  when  he  fubfcribed  to  raife  twenty  horfe  for  that  purpofe.  He 
acquiefccd  in  Mr.  Hyde's  frauds,  and  connived  at  enorfnities  of  an 
higher  nature.  The  folk)wing  is  the  teftimony  of  Mr.  Jephfon,  a 
member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  delivered  at  a  conference  between 
both  houfes  :  "  At  my  late  being  at  Oxford,  finding  the  lords  Dillon 
and  Taaffe  in  favor  at  court,  I  acquainted  the  lord  Falkland,  his 
majefty's  fecretary,  that  there  were  two  lords  about  the  King,  who, 
to  his  majefty's  great  dilhonor,  and  the  great  difcouragement  of  liis 
good  fubje(5ls,  did  make  ufe  of  his  majefty's  name  to  encourage  the 
rebels :  To  make  this  appear,  I  informed,  that  I  had  feen  two  letters 
fcnt  by  the  lord  Dillon  and  the  lord  Taaffe  to  the  lord  Mufkerry,  the 
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the  whole,  was  generally   refpec^ed,  and  his   death,  Ann.  164J. 
which  happened  in  his  thirty-fourth  year,  lamented 
by  mofl  men.  . 

Tme  condu(fl  of  Effex  in  the  relief  of  Glocefler,  and 
the  fafe  return  of  the  army,  was  looked  on  by  all 
parties  to  be  the  bed  piece  of  generalfliip  which  had 
been  performed  in  this  war :  An  exhibition  which, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  vindicated  his  military  (kill, 
evinced  his  want  of  fincerity  on  former  occafions. 
He  was  received  in  London  with  all  the  marks  of  re- 
fpe(5t  and  gratitude  due  to  the  fervice  he  had  per- 
formed. Nor  lefs  grateful  was  the  refentment  ihewn  . 
by  the  two  houfes  of  the  gallant  merits  of  the  de- 
fenders of  the  town  of  Gloceller :  A  letter  of  thanks, 
with  the  reward  of  a  thoufand  pounds,  was  fent  to 
the  governor  ;  largeiTes  to  all  the  inferior  officers,  in 
proportion  to  their  ranks  *,  and  a  month's  pay  over 
their  arrears  to  the  private  foldiers. 

chief  man  in  rebellion  in  Munfter,  and  one  of  the  Irifh  committee  fent 
into  England,  intimating.  That  though  it  did  not  ftand  with  the  con- 
venicncy  of  his  majefty's  affairs  to  give  him  public  countenance,  yet 
that  his  majefty  was  well  pleafed  with  what  he  did,  and  would  in  time 
give  him  thanks  for  it,  or  near  to  that  purpofe ;  that  thofe  letters  were 
feen  by  the  lord  Inchiquin,  the  chief  commander  of  the  Englifh  forces 
in  Muniler,  and  by  his  fecretary,  who  had  kept  copies  of  them  •,  and 
that  1  was  ready  to  juftify  as  much.  Whereupon  the  lord  Falkland 
was  pleafed  to  fay,  That  they  deferved  to  be  hanged.  But  though  I 
ftaid  at  Oxford  a  week  after  this  difcovery,  I  never  was  called  to 
any  farther  account,  nor  any  prejudice  done  to  thofe  two  lords,  but 
they  had  the  fame  freedom  at  court  as  before."  Declaration  of  the  CofM- 
mons  ajfemhledin  Parliament ^  concerning  thi  Fife  andPrcgrefs  of  the  Grcni 
Rehdlion  in  Ireland. 
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The  triumphal  honors  given  to  EfTcx  did  not  fa- 
tisfy  his  fantaftic  pride,  which  ihewed  itfelf  tenacious 
of  command,  yet  unambitious  of  that  glory  and  power 
which  mull:  have  followed  a  mafterly  execution  of 
the  high  office  with  which  he  was  invefted.  Elated 
with  the  fignal,  yet  only  fervice  he  had  ever  per- 
formed, he  now  openly  manifefted  the  difgufl  he  had 
conceived  on  the  truil  yet  repofcd  by  the  city  and  par- 
liament in  Sir  William  Waller.  Waller  was  intended 
by  the  two  houfcs  to  be  fent  to  the  relief  of  Glocefter ; 
and  it  was  the  jealoufy  of  this  rival  which  excited 
EfTex  to  exert  his  abilities.  He  now  complained  of 
difcouragements  he  had  received  in  the  execution  of 
his  ofEce  of  general  ;  that  the  commiffion  granted 
to  Waller  was  inconfiftent  with  his  ;  and  requefled, 
for  thefe  reafons,  leave  to  refign  and  go  beyond 
fea.  There  is  no  doubt  but  thofe  of  the  party  who 
were  fmcere  in  their  oppofition  to  the  court,  and 
wifhed  to  fee  matters  brought  to  a  decifion,  would 
have  been  very  glad  to  have  taken*  any  opportunity 
to  get  rid  of  a  commander  who  had  miffed  fo  many 
occafions  to  ruin  the  King's  affairs  ;  to  whofe  obvious 
omiffions  he  had  owed  all  his  advantages  ;  and  who 
had  furnifhed  him  with  a  very  recent  one,  in  leaving 
Reading  undefended  and  open  to  his  forces  :  Effex, 
however,  had  the  inclinations  of  the  majority  of  the 
upper  houfe,  and  a  great  party  in  the  lower  houfe ; 
the  popular  fadion  did  not  care,  at  this  critical  time, 
to  pulh  matters  to  extremity,  or  afford  their  enemies 
an  opportunity  to  fay  they  had  flighted  the  man 
who  had  relieved  Glocefter,  and  given  fo  faving  an 
interruption  to  the  progrefs  of  the  King's  conquefts. 

Waller 
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Waller  perceiving  that  there  was  a  general  difpofition  Ann.  1643. 
to  fatisfy  Effex,  offered  to  give  up  his  commiffion : 
It  was  voted  in  the  upper  houfe.  That  it  fhould  be  re- 
fcinded,  as  inconfiftent  with  that  of  the  lord  general  j 
and,  by  a  vote  of  the  Commons,  it  was  ordered.  That 
though  his  commiffion  appointed  him  to  receive 
orders  from  both  houfes,  yet  he  fliould  obferve  fuch 
inftrudtions  as  the  lord  general  fliould  give  him. 

•After  this  bufmefs  was  fettled,  the  two  houfes  The parib- 
came  to  an  agreement  on  a  matter  wnicli  nad  lam  a  new  great 
long  dormant,  and  to  the  proceeding  on  which  the 
Lords  had,  on  reiterated  reafons,  been  frequently 
urged  by  the  Commons  :  This  was  the  making  a  great 
feal  for  the  ufe  of  the  parliament,  the  want  of  which 
had  entirely  obftrudted  the  common  juftice  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  as  the  fubjedls  in  general  paid  a  fu- 
perftitious  regard  to  its  authority,  the  affairs  of  the 
parliament  had  fuffered  much  by  its  lofs  ;  and  now 
that  the  numbers  of  the  lower  houfe,  by  defedlion 
and  foreign  employment,  were,  on  debates  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  very  thin,  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  fupply,  by  new  writs  of  elecHiion,  the  room 
of  thofe  which  were  void  by  death,  by  expulfion,  and 
abandonment  *. 


♦  Previous  to  this  aflent,  the  Commons,  on  a  former  refufal  of  the 
Lords,  had  given  orders  for  the  making  a  great  feal,  the  form  of  which 
was,  A  reprefentation  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  (the  members  fitting) 
on  one  fide,  and  the  arms  of  England  and  Ireland  on  the  other :  The 
form  of  the  feal  made  by  the  joint  order  of  both  houfes,  was  the  fame 
as  that  ufed  by  the  King.      The  commiflicmers  appointed   for  the 
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Abb.  1643.  The  Lords  now  found  leifure  to  give  their  long- 
fhejadges''^  fufpcndcd  judgment  on  thofe  corrupt  heads  of  the 
Tr^vw  ^""^  ^^^'  ^^  whofe  infamous  compliance  were,  in  a  great 
meafure,  owing  the  calamities  of  the  times.  Judge 
Berkley  was  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  to  be  imprifoned  during  the  pleafure 
of  the  houfe,  and  to  be  difabled  from  bearing  any 
office  in  the  commonwealth  ;  Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  to 
be  fined  in  the  fum  of  fix  thoufand  pounds,  and  to  be 
imprifoned  diu-ing  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe. 

itufijands's  Pursuant  to  a  declaration  of  parliament,  That  all 
foi!cd!p!29.  P^rfons  coming  from  the  King's  quarters  to  London 
without  a  fafe-conduct  fhould  be  treated  as  fpies,  a 
fpy  whom  the  King  had  fent,  under  the  pretence  of 
an  offer  of  peace,  to  carry  on  correfpondences  with 
his  friends  in  the  capital,  was,  by  the  Commons, 
committed  to  prifon  *.  The  forefaid  declaration  was 
afterwards  publifhed  by  way  of  ordinance  ;   but  wa$ 

keeping  the  great  feal  were,  of  the  upper  houfe,  the  earls  of  Kent  and 
Bolingbroke  -,  of  the  lower  houfe,  Oliver  St.  John  ( folic itor-general), 
John  Wild  (fcrjeant  at  law),  Samuel  Brown,  and  Edmund  Prideaux. 

One  of  the  firft  ufes  to  which  the  parliament  put  their  new  feal,  was 
the  fealing  a  patent  conftituting  the  earl  of  Warwic  lord  high  admiral 
of  England.  It  was  moved  by  this  officer.  That  the  naval  prepara- 
tions (hould  be  extended  to  forty-fix  fhips,  and  that  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  were  required  to  be  immediately  advanced  for  provifions,  &c. 
Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XII.  p.  422>  441,  458,  ^  ftq. 

•  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  King  had  everyday  information  of  what 
paflcd  among  his  enemies,  even  in  their  moft  fecret  councils  \  that  he 
fcnt  meflages  to  the  parliament  on  purpofe  to  have  the  conveniency  of 
fending  to  London,  of  which  journies  he  made  good  ufc.  Clar>  Hift' 
voLIL  p.  126, 6fy^j. 
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fo  little  regarded  at  Oxford,  that,  twelve  days  after,  Ann.  1645, 
Daniel  Kniveton  (the  King's  meflenger)  arrived  with 
three  proclamations  ;  one  of  which  was  againft  the 
obfervation  of  a  montlily  fail  enjoined  by  the  parlia- 
ment ;  another  for  removing  the  feals  of  the  Exche- 
quer,  King's-Bench,  and  Common-Pleas,  to  London  ; 
and  a  third  againft  the  taking  of  a  folemn  league  and 
covenant,  at  this  time  enjoined  by  the  authority  of 
parliament.     Kniveton  was  committed  to  prifon  :  yet, 
in  lefs  than  a  month,   he  was  followed  by  one  Car- 
penter, with  an   order  for  the  judges  to  adjourn  the 
term    to    Oxford.       Carpenter   was    apprehended    by 
Reeves  and  Trevor,  two  of  the  judges  to  whom  he 
had  delivered  the  writs  of  adjournment ;  and,  to  de- 
prive the  King  of  the  advantages  he  had  reaped  by 
the  means  of  fuch  pretences,  Kniveton,  who  had  been 
before  committed  at  Windfor  on   a  fimilar  occafion, 
was  executed  ;  and   Carpenter  underwent   the   fame 
condemnation,  but  was  reprieved,   and  committed  to 
Bridewell, 


Immediately  after  the  furrender  of  Briilol,  whilft  The  King's 
the  King  attempted  the  fiege  of  Glocefter,  theCornifh  [hrweft!" 
army  had  been  fent,   under   the  command  of  prince 
Maurice,  for  the  total  redu(5lion  of  the  Weft :  Wey- 
mouth, Dorchefter,  and  Portland-Caftle  in  Dorfetfliire, 
furrendered   to   a  detached  party  of  his  horfe,  com- 
manded by  the  earl  of  Caernar\^on  ;   whilft  the  prince 
himfelf,  after  the  re-union  of  his  army,  entered  De- 
vonfliire,  and  from  the  earl  of  Stamford,   by  capitu- 
lation,  took   poffeffion  of  Exeter.      Treachery  was  a  Treachery. 
weapon  which   had   been  very  freely    ufed  by    the 
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King,  and  fomctimes  with  great  fuccefs :  Almoft  every 
day  produced  a  plot  for  betraying  into  his  hands  the 
forts  and  towns  in  the  poffeflion  of  his  enemies  *  ; 
and  as  the  parliament  had  at  this  time  no  army  in  the 
weftern  parts,  either  to  encourage  their  friends,  or 
by  terror  to  fecure  the  wavering  fidelity  of  their  Ser- 
vants, a  plot  was  now  framed  by  Sir  Alexander  Carew, 
knight  of  the  Ihire  for  Cornwall,  to  deliver  up  to  the 
King  the  fort  and  ifland  of  St.  Nicholas ;  the  fecurity 
of  Plymouth  depended  on  this  fort,  of  which  Sir 
Alexander  was  governor ;  but  the  perfidy  being  timely 
difcovered,  the  governor  was  apprehended  and  font 
to  London,  where  he  was  condemned  to  death  by  a 
court-martial :  And  as  prince  Maurice,  inilcad  of  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  confternation  which  this  affair 
occafioned,  loft  a  whole  month  in  the  fiege  of  Dart- 
mouth, the  inhabitants,  re-affured  by  a  fupply  of 
five  hundred  men,  with  a  Scotch  commander  of  re- 
putation, refolved  on  an  obftinate  defence. 

Roused  with  the  danger  they  had  incurred  by  the 
Extraordi-     ina<5livity   of   their   military  operations,   and  defirous 

nary  efforts  of  ''  ,.nn'  i-i-Ljri 

the  pariia-     of  putting  au  cud  to  that  diftraclion  which  had  10  long 
""^'  defolated  the  kingdom,  the  parliament,  by  the  vigo- 

•  Colonel  Hutchinfon,  of  Nottingham-Caftle,  had  an  offer  fi-om  the 
carl  of  Ncwcaftle  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  made  a  lord,  and  to 
be  continued  in  the  government  of  the  caftle,  if  he  would  deliver  it  to 
him  for  the  King.  The  earl  of  Crawford  dealt  in  a  fimilar  manner  with 
colonel  Sydenham,  one  of  the  garrifon  in  the  town  of  Poole  ;  the  offer 
was  accepted,  and  Crawford,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  governor,  let 
into  the  town,  and  entrapped  in  his  own  fnare  ;  whilft  the  city  of  Glo- 
cefter,  Aylclbury,  Windfor,  and  other  ftrong  places,  were  ia  vain 
attempted  with  the  fame  weapons.     JVbitlock, 
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rous  efforts  of  this  year,  feemcd  determined  to  put  a  Ann.  ,644. 
fpeedy  conclufion  to  the  war.     With  an  army  in  the 
North  under  the  lord  Fairfax,  and  another  under  the 
earl  of  Manchefter  *,  they  eftablifhed  a  maintenance  Hu^a^nds^^^ 
for  feven  thoufand  five  hundred  foot,  and  three  thou-  foi.  ed. 
fand  horfe,  to  be  commanded  by  the   earl  of  Eflex ; 
and  pafTed   an  ordinance  for  the  four  fouthern  aflb- 
ciated  counties,  viz.  Kent,  SulTex,  Surry,  and  Ham p- 
fliire,  to  maintain  an  army  of  three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred  foot,  twelve  hundred  horfe,    and  five  hundred 
dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Waller. 

Powerful   as  were  thcfc  preparations,  they  were 
not  all  the  force  the  parliament  exerted  to  pluck  the 
laurels  from  the  brow,  and  cruQi  the  rifing  hopes,  of  ci-Hm. 
the  enemy.    It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  when  l,^Xlen. 
the  cold,  treacherous  condudl  of  the  earl  of  Effex,  at  ^^^^^^  ,^ 
the  battle  of  Edge-hill,  had  given  the  King  fuch  un-  coikaions. 
cxpcdcd  advantages  as  to  render  motions  of  accom- 
modation,   even    on    dangerous    terms,  popular,  the 
leaders  of  the  oppofition,  to  withftand  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  the  King's  friends  towards  a  ruinous  peace, 
at    the  fame   time    they    confented  to  a  negociation, 
moved  that  the  Scots,  according  to  the  treaty  fubfift- 
ing  between  the  two  nations,  might  be  called  in  to 
the  affidance  of  the    common  caufe  :  A  declaration 
from  the  Scots,  of  affection  and  readinefs  to  ferve  the 
parliament,    it  was   alleged,  would   render   them   fo 
formidable,  as  to  oblige   the  King  to  confent  to  rea- 

•  Lord   Kimbolton,    now,   by  the  death  of  his  father,   earl  of 
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fouable  conditions  :  This  advice  was  too  falutary   to 
be  rejected  j  and  a  declaration  was  fent  into  Scotland, 
of  the  parliament's  confidence  that  that  people  would,' 
according  to  the  treaty  of  amity  and  alliance  between 
the  two  kingdoms,   the  common  duty  of  Chriftianity, 
the  particular  intcrcft  of  thcii:  own  flate,  and  the  ob- 
ligations they  had  received  from  the  parliament  of 
England  in  the  edablifhment  of  their  prefent  peace, 
alHft  them,  if   there   fliould  be  occafion,  againfl  the 
common  enemies  of  the  Religion  and  Liberty  of  both 
nations.     The  Scots  were  defired  to  raife  fuch  forces 
as   lliould  be   fufficient   to  fecure  their  own  borders 
againft  the  attempts  of  the  army  of  Papifts,  levied  by 
the  carl  of  Newcaflle  in  the  North  of  England  :  And, 
to  engage  this  bigotted  people  into  a  clofe  conjun^ion 
with  the  parliament  of  England,  this  aflembly  de- 
clared they  had  embraced,  and  were  refolved  to  pur- 
fue,  the  invitation  of  the  Scots  to  a  nearer  degree  of 
union  in  matters  of  religion  and  church-government. 
Thefe  infinuations,   which   indulged  the    hopes    the 
Scots  had  entertained  of  propagating  their  mode  of 
religion  in  every  Chriltian  (late,  with  the  jealoufy  they 
had  conceived  that  the  King    would  retract  all   the 
conceffions    they  had   extorted    from   his    neceffities, 
Ihould  he   be  able  to  eftablifh  his  authority  in  Eng- 
land, produced  the  defired  effedt.     Loudon  (the  lord 
chancellor),  with  other  commiffioners,  was  fent  from 
the  confervators  of  the  peace  to  the  King  at  Oxford 
to  renew  the  offer  of  mediation,  and  to  petition  the 
calling  a  parliament.     With  thefe  commiffioners  came 
the  popular  ecclefiallic  Henderfon,  employed  by  the 
affemWy  of  the  church  of  Scotland  to  prefent  a  peti- 
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tion  to  the  King,  eipreffive  of  refentment  at  the  re-  Ann,  1^44. 
flections  flung  on  Proteftants  in  the  marquis  of  New- 
cattle's  declaration,  terror  at  the  ftrength  and  malice 
of  Popifh  forces  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  which 
recommended  an  uniformity  of  church  worfliip  and 
difcipliiie,  according  to  the  Scotch  model ;  it  impor- 
tunately preffed  the  King,  on  the  peril  of  lofing  the 
hearts  of  all  his  good  fubjedls,  not  to  withftand  the 
inclinations  of  the  Englifh  parliament  to  reformation, 
and  entreated  the  appointment  of  a  general  affembly 
to  confult  on  the  beft  courfe  to  be  taken  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  religion  *. 

*  In  the  articles;  of  pacification  given  in  bf  the  Scots,  they  had 
cxpreffed  a  delire  of  uniformity  of  worftiip  in  both  kingdoms  5  which 
being  conceived  in  fuch  general  terms  as  might  admit  of  any  ftandard, 
it  was  civilly  anfwered  both  by  the  King  and  the  parliament.  In  the 
treaty  with  Scotland  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  concluded  March  1642^ 
an  article  that  uniformity  of  religion  Ihould  be  endeavored  between  the 
two  kingdoms  was  admitted,  both  by  King  and  parliament,  on  the 
fame  reafons.  But  this  defired  uniformity,  according  to  the  model  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  being  yet  at  fome  diftance,  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, in  anl'wer  to  a  declaration  fent  them  by  the  Englilh  parliament, 
cxpreflive  of  apprehenfion  of  hoflile  oppofition  from  the  King,  and 
their  affedion  to  the  reformation  both  of  church  and  ftate,  fet  forth  a 
declaration,  in  which  they  pafllonately  defired  the  union  of  the  two 
churches  in  the  fame  worlhip  and  difcipline :  This  produced  a  return 
from  the  parliament,  in  which  the  church  of  Scotland  were  thanked  for 
their  care  and  zeal  for  the  peace  of  the  church  of  England,  the  whole  im- 
pediment to  reformation  was  charged  on  the  hierarchy,  with  a  refolu- 
tion  that  it  fhould  be  abolilhed  ;  and  that  for  this  purpofe,  and  to  fettle 
fuch  a  government  as  might  be  moft  agreeable  to  God's  word,  and  moft 
apt  to  procure  and  preferve  the  peace  of  the  church  at  home,  and 
happy  union  with  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  the  reft  of  the  reformed 
churches,  the  parliament  did  purpofe  to  call  and  confult  with  an  aflem- 
bly of  godly  and  learned  divines.     Ritjh'xortby  vol.  V^  P*  35^7>  ^fe^- 
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This  conduct:  of  the  Scots  was  like  a  thunder-flroke 
to  Charles,  who  flill  fondly  imagined  that  his   com- 
pliance to  the  demands  of  that  people   had  entirely 
ciar.  Hift.     attached  them   to   his   fortmies.      Lelly  himfclf,  fays 
voMi.p.50,  Q^j-endon,    had    made   great    acknowledgments    and 
profeflions  to  his  majefty,  and  had  told  him,   that  it 
was  nothing  to   promifc  him  he  would  never  more 
bear  arms   againft  him,  he  would  fcrve   his  majefty 
upon  any  fummons,  without  afking  the  caufe.     The 
carl  of  Calendar,  who  had  been  lieutenant-general  in 
the  Scots  army  when  it  invaded  England,  had  fo  freely 
confeffed  his  former  errors,  and  pretended  fo  deep   a 
fenfe  of  what  he  had  done  amifs,^  that  a   command 
in  the  King's  army  had  been  offered,   and  declined  on 
the  pretence  that  it  would  be  penal  in  Scotland,  by 
fome   claufe  in  the  ae^  of  pacification.      The  carl  of 
•  Loudon,  and  all  the  reft  v/ho  had  mis-led  the  people, 
were  poffcffed  of  whatfoever  they  could  defire  ;  and  the 
future  fortune  of  that  nation  feemed  to  depend  wholly 
upon  the  keeping  up  the  King's  power  in  this. 

Such  were  the  reafoning  and  hopes  of  the  court, 
notwithftanding  the  former  offer  of  mediation,  fo 
favorable  to  the  authority  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment, and  a  former  petition  delivered  to  the  King 
by  the  Scots  for  uniformity  of  church-government. 
But  this  cajoling  people  had,  on  the  relations  given 
to  them  by  the  King  of  the  differences  fubfifting  be- 
tween him  and  his  Englifli  fubjeds,  returned  fuch 
expreflions  of  affe(5lion  to  his  caufe,  and  ccnfure  of 
the  proceedings  of  his  enemies,  that  he  was  really 
perfuaded  they  could  never  be  brought  to  a.^  in  con- 
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junftion  with  them  :  But  the  arrival  of  this  commif-  Ann.  1644. 
fion,  in  compliance  to  the  declaration  of  the  Englifh 
parliament,  and  which  immediately  preceded  the 
Oxford  treaty,  convinced  the  King  of  the  .vanity  of 
his  expedations.  He  denied  the  authority  of  the 
confervators,  abfolutely  refufed  the  offer  of  media-  ' 

m 

tion,  and  the  calling  a  parliament ;  and,  in  anfwer 
to  the  petition  relative  to  uniformity,  he  gave  the 
petitioners  to  underftand,  they  adted  out  of  charac- 
ter when  they  pretended  to  diredl  his  condud ;  and 
recommended  to  them  to  preach  obedience  and  humi- 
lity to  the  people,  that  they  might  not  be  tranfported 
with  matters  they  did  not  underftand,  but  be  difpofed 
to  a  grateful  fenfe  of  duty  and  affedlion  to  him.  This 
haughty  anfwer,  accompanied  with  a  prohibition  to 
.the  commiflioners  to  repair  to  London,  contrary  to 
their  earneft  entreaty  *,  enflamed  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Scots,  who  regarded  the  King's  high  ftyle,  in  the 
prefent  uncertain  ftate  of  his  affairs,  and  the  averfion 
he  fhewed  to  alter  the  epifcopal  government  of  the 
church  of  England,  as  certain  prefages  of  retracfling 
all  his  conceffions  to  them,  if,  by .  force  of  arms, 
he  fhould  prevail  over  the  Englifh  parliament. 

According  to   the  precedent  which  had  paffed  in 
England,  they  had   obtained  of  the  King  an  aiSl  for 

*  The  Scots  complained  of  it  as  an  infringement  of  tlic  fafe-conduft ; 
and  the  chancellor  would  have  proteftcd  againft  it  in  that  fenfe,  but 
was  threatened  at  Oxford,  That,  if  he  extorted  the  King's  confent  by 
fuch  means,  a  party  were  refolved  to  lie  in  his  way,  and  cut  the  whole 
company  off  before  they  were  many  miles  from  the  town.  Burnet's 
Lives  of  the  HamiltonSy  p.  2 1 6,  t?  feq. 
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Ann.  1644.    triennial  parliaments :  A  parliament  was  to   meet  in 
•  Scotland   on  the   firfl  Tuefday  of  June,  in   the  year 

1644.  It  was  thought  by  the  Scots,  that  this  would 
be  too  late  a  period  to  prepare  againfl  the  threatened 
florm  ',  and  for  this  reafon  they  had  petitioned  the 
King  to  call  a  parliament  before  the  time  when  they 
were  appointed  by  law  to  meet.  The  requeft  was 
refufed  on  the  fame  view  of  affairs  on  which  it  w^as 
folicited  ;  for  as,  by  an  article  in  the  a(5t  of  pacifica- 
tion, neither  kingdom  cpuld  declare  war  againft  the 
other  without  confent  of  their  refpet5live  parliaments, 
the  King  and  his  party  thought  themfelves  very  fe- 
cure  from  another  Scotch  invafion  till  after  the  time 
appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Scotch  parliament^ 
before  which  interval  they  hoped  to  fubdue  the  fpirit 
of  the  oppofition  in  England.  **  Whofoever,  fays  Cla» 
rendon,  believed  thofe  people  could  be  contained 
by  any  obligations,  divine  or  human,  thought  it 
impoflible  any  forces  could  be  raifed  there  to  in- 
vade England  and  diflurb  his  majefly  till  June  1644." 
Very  different  were  the  comments  of  the  Scots  on  the 
fame  text :  Obligations  of  gratitude,  mutual  intereft, 
fclf-prefervation,  and  the  conditions  of  the  late  treaty 
of  alliance  and  amity  between  the  two  nations,  bind 
us,  faid  they,  to  aflift  England  againfl  the  attempts  of 
the  common  enemy  to  the  liberty  and  peace  of  both 
kingdoms  *.     On  the  return  of  the  commiffioners  to 

♦  In  a  declaration  of  the  parliament  to  the  kingdom  of  Scodand^ 
they  call  upon  them  as  bound  by  the  particular  words  of  the  pacifica- 
tion to  affift  them,  fmce  divers  noblemen  and  others  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland  had  joined  themfelves  to  tlie  papiftical  and  prelatical  party^ 
and  rifen  in  arms  againft  them,  without  the  confent  of  the  parliament 
of  Scotland.     Rujhwortby  vol.  V.  p.  467, 
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Edinburgh,  with  the  King's  refufal  to  all  their  de-  Ann.  1644. 
mands,  it  was  determined,  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
council,  the  confervators  of  the  peace,  and  the  com- 
miffioners for  public  burdens,  that  there  was  a  ne- 
ceffity  to  put  the  kingdom  into  a  poflure  of  defence,  * 
and  that,  to  this  purpofe,  a  convention  of  eflates 
fliould  be  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
June  1643*.  The  chancellor  had  orders  to  this  ef- 
fed,  and  a  letter  of  advice  was  written  to  the  King. 
Charles  \vas  at  firft  determined  abfolutely  to  forbid 
the  meeting ;  but,  on  the  reafoning  of  the  marquis 
of  Hamilton,  and  other  his  friends  in  Scotland,  who 
reprefented  that  his  authority  would  be  brought  into 
•ontempt,  and  the  meeting  kept  in  defiance  of  the  pro- 
hibition, he  gave  way  to  the  neceflity  of  the  occafion  ; 
but  limited  the  conclufions  of  the  aflembly  to  the  fup- 
plying  the  wants  of  the  Scottifh  army  in  Ireland^  the 
prefling  a  fpeedy  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  bro. 
therly  afliftance-money  due  from  England,  and  quieting 
the  jealoufies  and  fears  of  his  fubjeds.  When  the 
aflembly  met,  they  voted  themfelves  a  free  convention^ 
not  to  be  reftrained  by  the  King's  limitations. — And 
this  was  the  fituation  of  afiairs  in  Scotland,  when, 
immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Sir  William  Waller's 
army,  and  other  fuccefles  of  the  King,  a  committee 
from  the  parliament  of  England  was  fent  down  to 
invite  the  afliftance  of  the  Scots.  Committees  were 
immediately  appointed  to  confult  and  treat  with  them, 

•  A  convention  of  eftates  is  a  court  made  up  of  all  the  members  of 
parliament,  and  called,  upon  urgent  occafions,  without  the  formalities 
Ajfed  in  calling  parliaments,  vefted  with  authority  to  raife  money  or 
forces,  but  without  the  power  of  making  or  repealing  laws. 
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Ann.  1644.    both  out  of  the  convention  of  eftates  and  general  al^ 
fembly  of  the  church,  which  had  been  called   and 
met  at  the  fame  time.     A  new  folemn  league   and 
covenant  was  framed  between  the  three  kingdoms  of 
England,    Scotland,    and   Ireland ;    which,    abjuring 
indifference  and  neutrality,  bound  the  fubfcribers  to 
mutual  defence   againft  all  opponents  ;  to   endeavor^ 
without  refpe<5t  of  perfons,  the  extirpation  of  Popery, 
prelacy,  fuperftition,  herefy,  fchifm,    and   prophane- 
nefs  ;  to  maintain  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parlia* 
ment,    with  the   King's    perfon    and    authority ;    to 
difcover  and  bring  to  juftice  all  incendiaries  and  ma- 
lignants  ;  to  preferve  the  reformed  religion,  eftabliflied 
in  the  church  of  Scotland  j  and  to  endeavor  the  rcr 
formation  of  the  church  of  England  and  Ireland,  in 
dodlrine,    wodhip,    difcipline,  and    government,   ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  example  of  the 
beft   reformed  churches.      Sir   William  Armyn,   Sir 
Henry  Vane  the  younger  *,  Thomas  Hatcher,  Henry 
Darley,  with  Nye   and  Marfhal  (two   ecclefiaftics   of 
authority)  were    the   perfons  employed   in  this    im- 
portant commiffion  f  •  But   to-  Sir  Henry   Yanc,  the 
moft  confummate  politicia^n  of  this  fruitful  age,  was 
alone  confided  the  conduA  of  thenegociation.     It  was 
by  his  perfuafion  that  this  covenant,  fo  calculated  to 
infpire  the  fubfcribers  with  zeal  and  unanimity,  was 

♦  Son  to  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the  late  fecrctaiy  of  ftate*^ 
-f  The  lord  Grey  of  Werk  had  been  appointed  by  the  Lords  to  be 
one  of  die  commiflioners,  but,  on  timid  motives,  declining  to  obey 
the  order,  was  imprifoned  by  the  authority  of  that  houfe,  and  deprived 
of  his  commiffion  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  army  under  the  earl  of 
EiTex.    ParLHift,  vol.  XIL  p.  3^5. 
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framed ;  by    his    addrefs    the    reformation    of   the  Am.  1644^. 
churches  of  England  and  Ireland  was  couched  in  ge- 
neral terms,,  and  the  Scots  perfuaded   to  regard  the 
expreffion  as*  free  from  ambiguity.     The  convention      . 
of   eftates   ordered   this   covenant    to  be  univerfally . 
taken,  under  the  penalty  of  confifcation,  befides  what 
farther  punifhment  it  fhould  pleafe  the  enfuing  par- 
liament to  inflia  *.     Nor  did  it  fail  of  meeting  with 
equal  fuccefs  in  England,  where,  after  the  approba- 
tion of  an  affembly  of  divines  f,  which  had  been 
called  together  by  the  authcnrity  of  parliament  J,  it 

•  On  the  King's  fending  a  prohibition  to  his  Scotch  fubjefts  to  take 
the  covenant,  they  returned,  in  anfwer  with  reafons  for  dieir  condud^ 
an  advice  to  the  King  to  take  it  himfelf. 

t  «  What  had  become  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  fiberties  of  our 
after  nation  of  Scotland,  faid  an  Exhortation  fet  forth  by  the  affembly  of 
divines,  if  they  had  not  entered  into  fuch  a  folemn  league  and  covenant 
af  the  beginning  of  their  troubles  -,  which  courfe,  however  it  was  at  firft, 
oy  the  Popilh  and  prelatic  projeftors,  reprefented  to  his  majefty  as  an 
offence  of  the  higheft  nature,  juftly  deferving  chaftifement  by  the  fury 
of  a  puiffant  army,  yet,  when  the  matter  came  afterwards  in  cool  blood 
to  be  debated,  firft  by  commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms,  and  then  in 
open  parliament  here,  when  all  thofe  of  eidier  houfe  who  are  now  en- 
gaged at  Oxford  were  prefent  and  gave  their  votes  therein ;  it  was 
found,  adjudged,  and   declared,  by   the   King  in  parliament.   That 
our  dear  brethren  of  Scotland  had  done  nothing  but  what  became  loyal 
and  obedient  fubjefts,  and  were  thereupon,  by  an  adt  of  parliament^ 
publicly  righted  in  all  the  churches  of  this  kingdom  where  they  had 
been  defrtmed."      Befides  this  authority,   others  were   quoted  from 
prophane  and  facred  hiftory :  The  covenant  taken  by  the  Jews,  by  the 
perfuafions  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  without  fpecial  commiffion  from 
their  fovereign,  the  Perfian  monarch;  the  combination  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Netherlands  againft  the  unjuft  violence  of  Philip  of  Spain, 
juftified  and  defended  by  queen  Elizabeth. 

J  This  affembly  of  divines  and  the  commiffioners  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  joined  in  a  letter  to  the  reformed  foreign  churches,  in  whicK 
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Am.  164+-  was  taken  unanimoufly  by  both  houfes,  and  after- 
wards by  the  whole  party.  An  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  were  raifed  by  loan  from  the  citv,  and  fent 
,  down  to  Edinburgh,  according  to  agreement  made 
with  the  Scots,  who,  after  the  three  firft  months  fer- 
vice,  were  alfo  to  be  allowed  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
a  month  during  the  time  they  were  in  the  employ 
pf  the  parliament  *. 

No  means  were  left  unattcmpted  by  the  King,  either 
to  divert  the  Scots  from  their  intention  to  affift  the 
Englifh  parliament,  or  to  prevail  on  them  to  lend 
their  arms  to  the  fupport  of  his  intercft  5  but  in  vain 
were  they  flattered  with  alTurances  that  all  oflices 
and  places  at  court  fhould,  every  third  time,  be  filled 
with  Scotfmen  .•  Charles's  infincerity,  his  prejudices 
in  regard  to  civil  and  religious  policy,  his  uncoij- 
cealed  averfion  to  Prefbytery,  his  acknowledged  paf- 
fion  for  prelacy,  combated   in  the  Scots  every  felfifh 

they  vindicated  the  party  in  oppofition  to  the  King,  on  the  grounds  of 
danger  to  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  from  the  turbulent  condud: 
of  the  Papifts,  and  the  prevalency  of  their  counfels  at  court.   RuOjwmb 
vol.  V.  p.  ^']i.  ^  ' 

•  The  parliament  articled  to  repay  to  Scotland,  out  of  the  eftates  of 
Papifts,  prelates,  and  malignants,  all  the  expences  of  the  war  By 
the  conditions  of  this  treat) ,  the  public  faith  of  both  kingdoms  was 
to  be  jointly  given  for  the  prefent  taking  up  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling ;  no  celTation  nor  pacification  was  to  be  made,  without 
the  mutual  advice  and  confent  of  both  kingdoms ;  the  kingdom  of 
England  obliged  itfelf  to  aid  and  alTifl:  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  in  the 
fame  ftraits  and  extremities,  and  to  employ  eight  fhips  to  defend  its 
coafts  during  the  time  the  Scotch  army  was  in  dieir  employ.  ^Thurloes 
^taie  Papers^  vol.  I.  p.  29,  30. 
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allurement.  Has  not  the  King  eminently  fhewn,  faid  Ann.  1644^ 
the  Scotch  covenanters,  that  he  values  royal  power 
more  than  the  honor  of  his  word,  than  peace,  than 
fafety,  or  the  blood  of  his  countrymen  .^  Will  not  a 
ftrong  fenfe  of  his  fuppofed  interefl,  his  paffion  for 
power,  his  veneration  for  prelacy  and  religious  cere- 
monies, lead  him  to  retradt  all  his  conceflions,  to 
break  through  thofe  limits  which  he  regards  with 
an  indignant  eye,  and  invade  a  church  which  he  con- 
fiders  as  anti-chriftian  and  unlawful  ?  When  backed 
with  power,  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter  to  find  dillinc- 
tions  to  efcape  engagements  :  Befides,  if  the  putting 
down  epifcopacy  is  finful  according  to  the  King's 
confcience,  that  alone  will  fumifli  him  with  a  reafon 
to  overturn  the  fabric  we  have  raifed  with  fuch  ex- 
pence  and  danger,  fince  men  are  not  bound  to  ob- 
serve finful  promifes.  Is  not  his  party  compofed  of 
Papifts,  prelates,  lovers  of  prelacy,  malignants,  all 
of  them  zealous  enemies  to  us,  and  the  civil  and 
religious  liberties  of  our  country  *  ?  On  the  other 
fide,  let  us  examine  the  merits  of  thofe   men  who 


*  Befides  the  fecurity  of  the  prefent  religious  and  civil  government 
of  the  country,  thofe  very  people  who  had  in  a  manner  forced  them- 
felves  into  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  Scotland,  had  great  reafon 
not  only  to  fear  the  lols  of  their  prefent  power,  but  to  be  called  to  arr 
account  for  paft  tranfadions,  fliauld  the  King  prevail  over  their  friends 
in  England ;  the  condemnation  of  the.one  would  naturally  lead  to  that 
of  the  other.  Edward  Hyde,  the  King's  fpecial  confidant,  afterwards 
created  lord  Clarendon,  is  full  of  thefe  kind  of  invedives  againft  them  j 
and  the  King  himfelf,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  Scots  declaration,  cannot 
forbear  exprefling  his  opinion  of  the  original  guilt  of  thofe  who  occa^ 
fioned  or  encouraged  the  firft  commotions  in  Scotland.  Clar.  Hift^ 
Rujbworthi  vol.  V.  p.  494,  ^  feg, 
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Ann.i6i4.  conftitutc  the  parliament  of  England  :  Have  they  not 
faved  us  from  the  deftnic^ion  which  awaited  us,  by 
oppofing  all  war  with  us  ?  have  they  not  punifhed 
the  authors  of  our  oppreflions  ?  have  they  not  ob- 
tained us  the  redrefs  of  our  grievances  ?  and  have 
they  not,  with  friendly  and  honorable  expreffions, 
conferred  on  us  an  ample  reward  for  fighting  our 
own  quarrels  ?  Not  to  mention  our  fecurity  *,  will 
not  the  bafe  defertion  of  our  munificent  benefactors 
{lain  the  annals  of  our  country  with  ingratitude  to 
man  and  God  ?  Can  we  make  a  more  grateful  re- 
turn to  heaven  for  the  diflinguifhed  favor  of  a  purer 
light,  than  by  conveying  the  fame  to  our  diftrefled 
neighbors  and  patrons,  who,  at  the  lavifh  expence  of 
oceans  of  their  blood,  are  making  fuch  laudable  ef- 
forts to  obtain  it?  Thefe  were  the  arguments  urged 
againft  what  the  King's  friends  advanced  in  his  favor ; 
they  were  univerfally  the-  topics  of  converfation,  and 
almoft  the  only  dodtrine  preached  from  the  pulpit. 
But  it  was  not  with  words  only  the  Scots  at  this  time 
endeavored  to  return  the  infinite  obligations  they  had 
received  from  the.Englifh  parliament:  By  the  means 
of  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  received  from  Eng- 
land, levies  of  men  and  horfe  were   raifed  with  all 

•  ««  Experience  hath  taught  us,  faid  a  rcmonftrancc  of  the  gene- 
ral alTcmbly  to  the  eftates,  what  influence  Popery  and  prelacy  have  in 
England  ;  from  thence  came  the  prelates,  the  ceremonies,  the  fervice- 
book,  the  book  of  Common-Prayers,  and,  upon  our  refufal,  the 
bloody  fword  came  fh>m  thence.  If  we  fuflfer  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land to  be  cut  oflT,  we  have  loft  our  peace  with  England ;  if  the  Popifh 
and  prelatical  fa^ion  do  over- rule  the  parliament,  we  may  expeft 
war  both  from  King  and  parliament,  whercunto  they  will  not  want 
pretences." 
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poffible  difpatch ;  their  troops  recalled  from  Ireland  *  ;  Ann.  1644. 
and,  about   the    end    of   the  year   1643,  they   were 
•  ready,  with  an  army   of  one  and  twenty  thoufand 
men,  to  enter  England. 

The  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  his  brother  the  earl 
of  Lanerick,  had  been  fent  into  Scotland  by  the  King 
to  counteradt  the  meafurcs  of  his  enemies  j  but  want- 
ing fufficient  authority  and  influence  to  oppofc  the 
torrent  of  the  times,  after  difclaiming  the  convention 
as  a  free  convention,  and  refufing  to  take  the  cove- 
nant, they  fled  for  (helter  to  the  court  at  Oxford  ; 
where  they  found  the  King  fo  enraged  at  the  difap- 
pointment  of  the  hopes  he  had  conceived  from  their 
influence  and  endeavors,  that,  on  their  arrival,  they 
were  confined  to  their  own  lodgings  ;  and  within  a 
few  days  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  after  receiving  the 
copy  of  a  long  charge,  compofed  of  general  inve^ive  af- 
fertions,  by  way  of  an  impeachment,  wherein,  amongft 
other  articles,  he  was  accufed  of  fetting  on  foot  a 
title  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  was  fent  a  clofe  pri- 
foner  to  the  caftle  of  Pendennis.  The  earl  of  Lane- 
rick efcaped  from  his  confinement,  and  fled  to  Lon- 
don, from  whence  he  returned  to  Scotland. — It  was 
the  cautious  moderation  of  the  two  brothers'  condua 
wliich  had  drawn  on  them  this  extraordinary  treat- 
ment from  the  King,  after  fo  many  repeated  marks 

*  The  commiflloners  fent  down  to  Edinburgh  to  conclude  a  treaty 
with  the  Scots  had  declared,  in  the  name  of  the  parliament,  that  they 
were  no  longer  able  to  continue  the  charge  of  the  army  in  Ireland. 
Thurloe^s  State  Papers,  vol.  I.  p.  18,  Csf/^-j. 
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Ann.  15^4.    of  his  favor,  who,  whilll  they  had  expofed  themfelves 
to  the  refentment  of  the  covenanters,  from  their  in- 
flexible adherence  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  had 
oppofed  the  wicked  counfels  of  the  earl  of  Montrofe 
and  his  party,  as    meafures  which  would  bring  dif- 
honor  on   the  King's  charaiSler,  and   a  fpeedier  ruin 
Carte's  Life   on  his  fortuHCS.     The  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of 
of  ormond.   Montrofe,  and  the  earl  of  Aboyn,  had  all  of  them  an 
interview  with  the  queen  at  York,  immediately  after 
her  arrival  from   Holland :  Montrofe  and  Aboyn  re- 
presented  the  neceffity    of  getting   the   ftart  of   the 
enemy,  and  railing  forces  in  Scotland,  to  prevent  the 
Scots  from  joining  with  the  Englifli  parliament :  Mea- 
fures of  violence  were  oppofed  with  warmth  by  the 
duke  of  Hamilton,  both  on  their  inefficacy,  and   the 
injury    it  would   do  the  King's  fame ;  who  having, 
he  faid,  fo  often  and  fo  lately,  in  his  letters  and  de- 
clarations, protefted  he   was  rcfolved   unalterably  to 
adhere  to  the  late   fettlement,  fhould  he  now  autho- 
rife  the  firft  breach,  it  would  bring  an  indelible  ftain 
upon  his  honor,  and  create  a  perpetual  diffidence  in 
his  fubjetfls  of  all  his  conceffions  and  aflurances.     Be- 
fides,  the  fcheme  of  force  propofed  by   Montrofe,  he 
added,  was  a   romantic  conceit,  from  whence  no  ra- 
tional hope  could  be  derived  :  The  King  had  neither 
llrcngth  in  Scotland,  nor  a  cattle  to  which  his  party 
might  retire  :  The  gathering   together,  therefore,  of 
the  gentry  who  efpoufed  his  caufe  would  ferve  for  no 
ufe,  but  would  expofe    their  throats  to  the  enemies* 
rage,  and  his  majefty's  authority  to  their  hatred  and 
fcorn.     Thefe  objecflions  being  too  llrong  to  be  com- 
bated by  Montrofe,  the  fcheme  of  force,  to  his  great 
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diflatisfae^ion,  was  laid  afide,  and  the  Scotch  noble-  Ann.  1644. 
men  who  adhered  to  the  King  were  fent  down  to 
Scotland  to  endeavor  to  prevent,  or  at  leaft  to  retard, 
the  Scotch  invafion  till  the  preceding  year.  Bifhop 
Burnet,  in  his  Lives  of  the  Hamikons,  fays  a  retard- 
ment was  effected  by  the  marquis,  and  that  he  had 
frankly  owned,  both  to  the  King  and  queen,  that 
this  was  all  he  fliould  be  able  to  perform.  Certain 
it  is  that  the  King,  perfuaded  he  was  the  man  who 
could  ferve  him  bed  in  Scotland,  either  to  fpirit  him 
up  to  more  vigorous  endeavors,  or  to  reward  him  for 
fuppofed  fervices,  fent  him,  at  this  time,  with  many 
expreffions  of  affe(5tion  and  gratitude,  a  patent  for 
the  title  of  duke  *.  Thefe  marks  of  royal  favor  and 
confidence  excited  an  high  degree  of  envy  in  the  earl 
of  Montrofe,  who,  according  to  the  example  of  Ire- 
land, had  propofed  a  general  maflacre  of  the  cove-  J?™*'^' ^j^^ 
nanters  (being  no  lefs  than  four-fifths  of  the  king-  Hamiitons, 
dom)  or  to  take  \ip  arms,  and  declare  the  members  ^'  ^^'^' 
of  the  convention  rebels  :  The  firft  expedient  was  re- 
jecEled  with  horror  by  Hamilton  ;  and  as  to  the  fecond, 
he  propofed,  on  the  pretence  of  attending  a  funeral, 
to  try  what  numbers  the  royalifts  could  bring  into 
the  field.     The  thinnefs  of  the  appearance  convincing 

*  It  was  at  this  period,  and  not  when  the  King  was  in  Scotland,  the 
marquis  was  created  a  duke. — Among  the  fervices  he  performed  for 
the  King,  was  the  procuring  an  invitation  to  be  fent  fix)m  Scotland  to 
the  queen  to  take  fhelter  in  that  kingdom,  and  from  thence  mediate 
between  the  King  and  the  Englifh  parliament.  Charles  rejeded  this 
opportunity,  which  might  have  infenfibly  engaged  the  Scots  in  the 
quarrel  of  the  court,  and  Ihewed  a  diftruft  which  fcrved  to  encreafe 
the  jealoufy  that  nation  had  entertained  of  him.  Burnet's  Lives  of 
the  Hamiitons^  p.  195,  ^  fefi. 
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the  party  of  the  wildnefs  of  Montrofe's  projev^,  and 
that  nothing  could  at  this  time  be  effedled  to  Hop  the 
progrefs  of  the  covenanters  *,  Hamihon  and  his  bro- 
tluer,  who  had  expofcd  themfelves  to  the  rage  of  the 
party,  retired  to  the  court  at  Oxford,  where,  through 
the  maUcious  reprefentations  of  Montrofe  and  his 
friends,  they  met  with  the  treatment  which  has  been 
above  related. 

As  the  parliament  of  England  had  in  their  diflrefles 
fought  fuccor  from  their  Prefbyterian  brethren  of  Scot- 
land, fo  the  King  had  recourfe  to  his '  Popifli  friends 
in  Ireland.  It  has  been  already  obferv^ed,  that  a  con- 
tradl  had  been  formed  between  the  Hates  of  England 
and  Scotland  for  fending  over  an  army  of  ten  thou- 
fand  Scots  into  Ireland.  Thefe  troops,  in  number 
fufiicient  to  have  totally  fubdued  the  northern  rebels, 
and,  with  the  afliflance  of  the  Englifli  army,  to  have 
made  a  new  conquell  of  the  ifland,  wholly  direding 
their  conduct  to  the  objects  of  fafety  and  gain,  had 
been  of  little  other  fervice  than  protedling,  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Ireland,  the  fmall  remaining  rem- 
nant  of  Britifh  planters,  and  had  encreafed  the 
diflrefles  of  the  country  by  plundering  it  of  large 
quantities  of  cattle,  which  they  tranfported  into 
Scotland  t- 

•  The  earl  of  Ne^caftle  had  refufed  to  fparc  the  Scotch  royalifts  arms 
or  ammunition,  or  to  feize  on  Berwic,  without  a  commiflion  for  it 
under  the  great  feal,  it  being  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty. 
Bt4rnet*s  Lives  of  the  Hamilfons,  p.  242. 

-|-  On  the  landing  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  Scots  in  Ulfter, 
Carrie kfergus,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  towns  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
was,  according  to  articles,  to  be  immediately  put  into  their  hands ; 
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The  military  operations  were   much  impeded  by  Ann.  i6-<4. 
the  difcord  and  fufpicion  which  raged  between  the  ireUnd.° 

they  were  to  enlarge  their  quarters  as  they  fhould  fee  fit,  and  the 
forces  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  which  fhould  join  them,  were  to  re- 
ceive their  orders  from  the  Scotch  commanders.  When  the  auxiliary 
army  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  men,  Colerain  was  likewife  to  be  deli- 
vered up  to  them  -,  ten  troops  of  the  Englifh  horfe  in  that  province  to 
be  joined  to  them,  and  to  be  fubjed  to  the  Scotch  general,  who  was 
alone  accountable  to  the  King  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  in 
Entyland  :  Moreover,  if  the  Scotch  troops  fhould,  on  any  occafion, 
join  with  the  lord-lieutenant  and  his  army,  their   general  was  only 
to  cede  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  but  was  to  precede  all  others,  and  was 
alone  to  give  orders  to  the  officers  of  his  own  army. — Of  thefe  condi- 
tions, which  nothing  but  the  necelTities  of  the  occafion  can  excufe,  the 
Scots  made  an  ungenerous  and  fhameful  advantage.     Two  thoufand 
five  hundred  Scots,  under  the  command  of  Monroe,  were  joined  by 
eighteen  hundred  Englifh  foot,  five  troops  of  horfe,  and  two  of  dra- 
goons:   The  rebels  fled  before  this  powerful  junftion-,  but  when  Sir 
Henry   Tichbourn  prefled  that  they  might  be  vigoroufly  purfued, 
Monroe  refufed,  and  returned  from  Newry  to  Carrickfergus,  wafting 
the  country  in  his  way,  and  taking  a  prey  of  four  thoufand  cattle,  be- 
fides  other  goods,  which  were  entirely  divided  among  the  Scots.     His 
next  expedition  was  to  the  county  of  Antrim,  which  he  wafted  and 
plundered  of  five  thoufand  cows,  but  without  attempting  any  thing 
againft  the  rebels,  who,  having  had  time  given  them  to  gather  toge- 
ther, were  worfted  in  a  ftiarp  adion  by  Sir  William  and  Sir  Robert 
Stewart.     Monroe  not  only  refufed  the  lord  Montgomery,  who  had 
joined  him  with  feven  hundred  foot  and  three  troops  of  horfe,  to  pur- 
fue  the  rebels  into  the  county  of  Ardmagh,  and  force  the  caftle  of 
Charlemont,  but  prevented  him  and  the  lord  Conway  from  going  on 
that  expedition,  on  the  pretence  that  the  Scots  only  were  to  make  the 
war  in  Ulfter,  the  earl  of  Levin  having  fent  pofitive  orders  that  no- 
man  ftiould  befiege  any  place,  nor  garrifon  any  town  of  Ulfter,  but  by 
the  permilTion  of  the  Scotch  commanders.     Such  quantities  of  cattle 
were  tranfported  into  Scotland  by  thefe  rapacious  auxiliaries,  that  the 
lords  juftices  complained  to  the  commiflioners  for  Irifli  affairs,  ap- 
pointed by  the  parliament  of  England,  that  they  would,  in  a  fhort 
time,  totally  exhauft  the  province'of  Ulfter.  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  308,  (fffef, 

lords. 
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Ann.  1644.  lords  jufticcs  and  the  carl  of  Ormond ;  whilft,  either 
p.Tsc.&fcq.'  through  connivance  with  the  Popifh  and  malignant 
Sworth.  P^i'^y»  or  through  an  unpardonable  inaiftivity,  the 
forces  in  Connaught,  fufficient  to  fubdue  the  pro- 
vince, were  kept  by  their  commander  (the  earl  of 
Ranelaugh,  lord  prefident  of  the  province)  totally 
idle,  till  they  were  almoft  entirely  vanquifhcd  and 
confumed  by  fliort  and  unwholefome  commons.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  obftnuftions,  the  Englifh,  in  fre- 
quent encounters,  with  disadvantage  both  of  fituation 
and  numbers,  put  the  Irifh  to  rout.  The  liege  of 
Drogheda  was  raifed,  and  the  rebels,  after  the  lofs 
of  many  of  their  men,  left  the  neighborhood  of  the 
capital,  and,  difperfing  themfelves,  fled  for  fafety  to 
the  North.  Conflant  ill  fuccefs,  with  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  recruits  of  men  and  money  which  had 
been  promifed  from  foreign  dates,  occasioned  the 
chiefs  of  the  Englifli  pale  to  move  for  a  cefTation, 
and  a  licence  to  meet  together  and  draw  up  their 
grievances,  to  be  prefented  to  the  King :  But  this  re- 
queft,  which  indicated  no  degree  of  penitence,  and 
which  was  made  after  the  adventurers  adt  had  paiTed 
in  England,  was  unnoticed  by  the  juftices  *.    The  Irifh 


♦  The  adminiftration  of  Ireland  has  been  fo  generally  condemned 
by  the  Popifh  writers,  and  the  abettors  of  the  prerogative  and  Popifli 
intereft,  that  it  may  not  be  improper  to  make  fome  obfervations  on 
a  condud  which  the  Irilh  Papifts,  and  particularly  the  Englifh  Irifh, 
have  improved  to  a  kind  of  juftification  of  their  guilt.  "  Our  gover- 
nors, fay  they,  by  wilfully  miflaking  a  trifling  infurredion  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  for  a  general  rebellion  of  the  whole  Papiftical  body, 
forced  us,  by  the  irrefiflible  principles  of  felf-prefervation,  to  have 
jecourfe  to  arms,  and  thus  to  fall  into  the  net  they  had  prepared  for  us." 
Wc  will  not  animadvert  on  an  afTertion  which  carries  with  it  a  palpa- 
ble 
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chieftains  having  agreed  that  it  was  impoflible  to  make  Ann.  1644. 
a  defence,  had  determined  to  fly   the  country,  the 

ble  contradidion,  fmce  to  have  remained  quiet  would  have  been  the 
fure  means  of  efcaping  fuch  cobweb  fnares,  but,  proceeding  to  ex- 
amine the  condud  of  the  flate  of  Ireland  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  fcarch  how  far  it  is  grounded  on  truth. 

In  the  letter  to  the  earl  of  Leicefler,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  which 
conveyed  intelligence  of  the  defign  againft  the  caflle  of  Dublin,  and 
Macmahon's  evidence,  the  juftices  and  council  exprefs  an  hope  tl>at 
the  Englilh  of  the  pale  and  other  parts  will  continue  conflant  to  the 
King  in  their  fidelity,  as  they  had  done  in  former  rebellions:  «  If  it 
fo  fall  out,  fay  they,  that  the  Irifh  generally  rife,  which  we  have  caufe 
to  fufped,  then  we  muft  of  necefTity  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh  of  the  pale  to  fight  for  themfelves  and  the  flate."  What  is 
mentioned  in  this  letter  was  adually  put  in  pradice  :  Arms  were  deli- 
vered to  feveral  of  the  Popifh  gentry  and  nobility,  with  commifTions  to^ 
command  and  raife  forces  to  prefefve  the  peace  of  the  feveral  counties, 
and  a  power  to  execute  martial  law;  nay,  to  fuch  lengths  did  the 
juflices  carry  their  endeavors  to  conciliate  the  afFedions  of  the  pale, 
that,  on  a  captious  objedion  to  their  proclamation  on  the  difcovery 
of  the  plot,  they  publifhed  another,  which  explained  the  exprefTion, 
«'  fome  evil-affeded  Irifh  Papifls,"  to  mean  only  the  Papifls  in  the 
North  of  Ireland ;  and,  that  they  might  not  irritate  the  malevolent 
difpofition  of  the  Papiits,  when  the  fafety  of  their  own  perfons  and  the 
city  of  Dublin  was  in  danger,  no  check  was  given  to  the  confident  re- 
fort  of  great  numbers  of  lords  and  gentlemen,  who,  in  a  few  days, 
openly  joined  the  rebels ;  no  punifhment  was  inflided  on  thofe  who 
difobeyed  a  proclamation  for  the  difcovery  and  removal  of  all  fuch 
as  fhould  come  and  continue  at  Dublin,  without  juft  caufe-,  and 
feveral  perfons  who  had  given  grounds  for  fufpicion,  and  others 
convided  of  fcditious  language,  were  left  at  large.  To  fuch 
lengths  did  the  lenity  of  the  flate  proceed  ;  till  the  pale,  finding  them- 
felves defeated  of  their  purpofes  of  feizing  the  power  t)f  the  govern- 
ment by  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament,  flung  off  the  mafk,  and, 
after  betraying  a  party  of  the  Proteflant  troops  at  St.  Julian's  Town- 
Bridge,  openly  joined  themfelves  to  the  northern  rebels,  who  had  al- 
ready gained  confiderable  flrength  by  their  more  fecret  concurrence. 
_^t<  We  formerly  fignified  to  your  lordfhip,  fays  a  letter  from  the  flate 

of 
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4no.  1644.    Englifli  of  the  pale,  deftitute  of  any  hopes  of  fuCcor, 
were  almoft  driven  to  fue  for  mercy  to   an   enraged 

of  Ireland  to  the  earl  of  Leiccfter,  dated  the  fourteenth  of  December 
1641,  that,  to  take  away  all  jealoufy  from  the  Papifts  of  the  Englifli 
pale,  we  would  furnilh  them  with  fome  arms ;  and  the  rather  becaufe 
we  well  knew,  that,  in  the  laft  great  rebellion  in  Ireland,  the  Englifli 
pale  ftood  firm  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  that  the  rebel  Tyrone,  in 
the  heighth  of  his  power  and  greatnefs,  was  never  able  to  get  into  the 
pale  with  his  forces,  whilft  he  was  in  rebellion  :  And  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  pale  making  deep  profeflions 
of  their  loyalty  to  his  majefl:y,  in  imitation  of  their  ancefl:ors,  and  with 
cxpreflfions  feeming  to  abhor  the  contrivers  of  this  rebellion,  againfl: 
whom  they  offered  their  power  and  fl;rength,  fo  as  they  might  have 
arms ;  and  we  being  well  aflllired  that,  if  we  could  gain  their  concur- 
rence, it  would  much  facilitate  our  work,  we  did,  at  their  earneft:  fuit, 
iflue  for  them  arms  for  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  men,  wherewith 
divers  companies  were  armed  by  them,  and  fome  of  themfelves  were 
appointed  governors  of  the  forces  of  the  county  and  captains  of  their 
companies.  But  fo  many  of  thofe  companies  revolted  to  the  rebels,  and 
carried  away  their  arms  with  them,  that  we  have  recovered  but' nine 
hundred  and  fifty  arms  j  fo  as  thofe  whofe  loyalty  we  had  reafon  to 
cxpea  would  help  us,  are  now  turned  againlt  us,  and  are  fl:rengthened 
with  our  own  arms  ;  and,  without  all  quefliion,  if  thofe  of  the  Encrlifli 
pale  had  done  their  parts  as  became  good  fubjefts,  with  the  arms  they 
had  from  us,  and  thofe  they  might  have  gathered  among  themfelves, 
they  might,  with  our  help,  not  only  have  defended  the'^pale  againfl 
the  rebels,  but  might  alfo  have  prevented  the  ruin  and  deftrudlion 
wrought  by  their  tenants  and  neighbors  on  the  poor  Englifli  and  Pro- 
teftants  among  them ;  for  the  noblemen  and  gentry  fat  fl:ill  and  looked 
on,  whilft  the  Englifli  and  Proteftants  were  ruined  before  their  faces, 
the  Papifls  in  the  mean  time  remaining  fecure,  without  the  lofs  of  goods 

or  any  thing  elfe." «  The  rebels  in  the  pale,  as  in  other  parts 

fays  another  paragraph  in  this  letter,  have  caufed  mafles  to  be  faid' 
openly  in  the  churches,  expelled  the  minifters  from  ofliciating  in  their 
churches,  and  forced  diverj  perfons,  for  the  faving  their  lives  and 
goods,  to  become  Papifl:s,  openly  profefling  that  no  Proteflant  fliall 
be  fuffered  to  live  in  Ireland.  And  whilft  they  infult  thus  over  all  the 
Englifli  and  Proteftants,  deftroying  them  for  no  other  reafon  but  for 

^         ■  that 
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ftate ;  Popery  was  on  the  point  of  being  totally  fub-  Ann.  1644. 
dued  in  Ireland ;  when  the  fadtion  were  relieved  from 

that  they  are  Proteftants  and  Englifli,  we  let  fall  nothing  againft  them 
touching  religion ;  and  yet  they  feign  things  againft  us  tending  that 
way,  to  give  fome  color  to  their  cruel  proceeding.'* 

As,  on  the  one  fide,  it  cannot  be  contradi6ted  that  the  rebellion 
became  general  without  any  eltential  provocation,  and  that  the  rebels 
themfelves,  in  their  remonftrances,  declare  their  chief  incentive  to 
arms  to  be  the  eftablifliing  their  beloved  tyranny  and  fuperftition, 
neither,  on  the  other  fide,  can  it  be  denied  that  feveral  of  the  Irifli 
adminiftration,  warmed  with  refentment  at  the  fuflierings  of  their  Pro- 
teftant  brethren,  and  anxious  to  prevent  for  the  future  the  like  me- 
lancholy effeds  of  Popifti  zeal  and  fupcrflition,  difcouraged  every 
motion  of  accommodation,  or  yielding  any  terms  to  fuch  perfidious 
citizens.  That  the  men  who  propofed  taking  the  utmoft  advantage  of 
a  general  forfeiture  fliould  be  odious  to  the  aggrieved  party,  is  a  very 
natural  circumftance ;  but  whether  they  have  deferved  the  cenfurc 
they  have  on  thefe  grounds  met  with,  or  whether  they  may  not  be  de- 
fended on  motives  of  found  and  juftifiable  policy,  is  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  hiftory.— The  great  favor  which,  in  former  rebellions,  had 
been  fhewn  by  the  crown  to  the  Irifli  Papifts,  had  encouraged  conti- 
nual attempts  to  fling  oflf  a  Proteftant  government.  King  James, 
either  from  motives  of  fear,  or  prediledion  to  the  profelTors  of  Popery, 
had  negleded  the  advantage  which  occurred  from  the  general  rebel- 
lion fubdued  in  the  latter  end  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign ;  and  re- 
turned to  the  Papifts  a  fourth  part  of  the  land  they  had  forfeited  by 
an  after  Rebellion  to  his  government.  It  is  manifeft  the  Irifli  maflacre 
was  the  o^spring  of  thefe  improvident  indulgencies  -,  a  confideration 
which,  with^e  formidablenefs  of  the  number,  power,  and  riches  of 
the  Irifli  Papifts  •,  the  mercilefs  cruelty  fliewn  by  that  fe£b  in  all  parts 
of  the  worW,  and  from  the  beginning  of  feparation,  to  their  Proteftant 
fubjeds;   their  never-ceafing  attempts,  by  every  kind   of  mean,  to  • 

bring  all  things  again  to.fubjedion  to  the  church  of  Rome;  their 
avowed' maxim,  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics;  their  reli- 
gious principles,  calculated  for  the  fupport  of  defpotic  power,  and 
inconfiftent  with  the  genius  of  a  free  conftitution  ;  do  they  not  more 
than  juftify,  on  the  grounds  of  felf-prefervation,  the  protedion  of  fo- 

VoL.  IV.  L  ciety. 


74 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


Aon.  1644.  their  defpair  by  an  exprefs  from  Ov/cn  O'Neale,  that, 
after  a  long  pafTage  by  fea  from  Dunkirk,  round  the 


ciety,  and  the  fecurity  of  Liberty,  the  moft  a<Sbive  efforts  which  the 
men  trufted  with  the  management  of  the  government  could  make  to 
prevent  the  Irifh  Papifts  from  recovering  the  power  and  influence  they 
by  law  had  forfeited  ? 

Some  of  the  Irifh  land-holders  who  had  been  indifted  for  high- 
treafon  were  tried  in  a  legal  courfe,  after  having,  in  obedience  to  a 
proclamation  from  the  King,  furrendered  themfelves  to  the  (late. 
This  has  been  reprefcnted  under  the  color  of  a  notorious  breach  of 
faith,  though  the  proclamation  makes  no  mention  of  pardon  on  the 
merits  of  fuch  a  furrender.  But  let  us  hear  the  juftices  themfelves  on 
this  fubjeft :  "  Some  gentlemen,  fay  they  in  a  letter  to  the  lord-lieu-, 
tenant,  have  rendered  themfelves  to  the  King's  juftice ;  many  others 
have  dcfired  proteflion  j  and  very  many,  even  of  the  bed  rank,  have 
endeavored  to  make  fubmiflions  :  But  we  think  it  neceflary  to  obferve, 
that  the  ftate  of  Ireland  has  been  too  indulgent  to  the  Irifh  in  former 
ages,  has  too  eafily  received  fubmiffions  and  granted  pardons  to  rebels  *, 
whereas,  if  the  frequent  opportunities  offered  by  rebellions  had  been 
improved,  fuch  reformation  might  have  been  made  in  the  kingdom 
as  would  have  prevented  the  prefent  general  deflruftion  fallen  upon 
the  Britifh."  They  proceed  to  obferve.  That  the  fubmiffions  offered 
by  the  rebels  were  purely  the  confequence  of  their  difappointments,  to 
work  their  own  prefent  eafe,  and  prevent  the  fending  over  farther  fup- 
plies  from  England  ;  that  if,  after  fuch  a  feries  of  rapine,  cruelty,  and 
bloodfhed,  they  could  wipe  out  their  crimes  by  making  fubmiffions, 
they  would  be  emboldened  to  attempt  the  like  again,  to  the  continual 
unfettlement,  if  not  deflrudion,  of  the  kingdom. 

The  difcouraging  treaties  with  the  rebels,  and  the  endeavoring  to 
keep  clear  of  all  engagements  or  connexions  with  thofe  who  had  ac- 
tually joined,  or  even  communicated  with  them,  has  drawn  on  the 
juflices  and  their  party  in  the  adminiftration,  as  is  obferved  above,  the 
mofl  opprobrious  terms  of  abufe:  But  whether  a  conduct  in  which 
they  were  fupported  by  the  opinion,  and  even  the  authority,  of  the 
Englilh  parliament ;  a  conduft  which  was  agreeable  to  the  fentiments 
of  all  the  flaunch  Proteflants  of  thofe  times ;  a  conduft  juflified  by 
the  principles  of  felf-prefcrvation,  and  excited  by  indignation  at  the 
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North  of  Scotland,  he  was  landed  in .  the  county  of  Ann.  1644. 
Donnegal,  with  a  number  of  veteran  officers,  his 
own  regiment  of  foldiers,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition  ;  that  he  had  fent  a  fhip  with 
fupplies  to  Wexford ;  and  that,  lince  his  landing,  he 
had  taken  pofTeffion  of  Caftle-Doe.  Owen  O'Neale  was 
foon  followed  by  a  fecond  and  larger  reinforcement, 
under  the  commands  of  the  colonels  Prefton,  Cullen, 
Synnot,  Pluncket,  and  Bourk  *.  And  thus,  through 
the  unpardonable  condu(51:  of  the  Englifh'  parliament, 
in  neglecling  to  guard  the  ports  of  Ireland,  ,the  rebels 
were  relieved  from  their  ftate  of  defperation,  and  the 
war  rekindled  t« 


recent  adts  of  unprovoked  cruelties,  committed  by  the  Papifls  -,  whe- 
ther it  deferves  commendation  or  blame  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  this 
candid  age.  Cartels  Ufe  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  Nalfon^  vol.  II. 
p.  912,  ^  feq^, 

•  This  reinforcement  confifled  of  a  good  number  of  engineers,  and 
fourteen  veffels  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  veteran  foldiers-  and 
officers  i  cardinal  Richelieu  having  on  the  occalion  difcharged  all  the 
Idfh  forces  in  the  French  fervice. — The  Englifh  parliament  have  been 
blamed,  by  their  opponent  writers,  for  not  fuffering  a  large  tranfporta- 
tion  of  the  Irifh  army  into  the  fervice  of  the  Spanifh  court ;  but  this 
fupply  which  the  rebels  received  of  experienced  foldiers,  and  without 
which  they  could  not  have  carried  on  the  war,  fully  fhews  the  wifdom 
of  that  council,  and.  that  it  would  have  been  fafer  for  the  Proteflant  inte- 
refl  if  that  difaffedted  people  had  never  been  trained  up  to  the  ufe  of 
arms  in  the  fervice  of  Popifh  princes.  The  prohibition  of  parliament 
was  not  entirely  complied  with  :  Borlafe  fays,  that  the  colonels  John 
Barry,  Garret  Barry,  Taaffe,  and  Porter,  had  warrants  to  tranfport 
four  thoufai!d  men  to  Spain,  and  the  infurgents  gathered  together 
on  the  pretence  of  conveying  foldiers  oufr  of  the  kingdom.  Te^nple. 
Borlafe, 

t  The  fhips  which  were  appointed  to  guard  the  coafl  of  Ireland 
being  commanded  by  perfons  devoted  to  the  King,  he  had  withdrawn 

L  2  them 
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Ann.  1644.  The  recruits  which  the  Irifh  rebels  had  received'did 
not  roufe  the  Scots  from  their  ina<5tivity  :  They  were 
fufTered  to  form  thcmfclves  into  regular  armies,  and, 
according  to  a  fynodical  o,6t  of  the  ecclefiallics  in  May 
1642-,  a  general  aflembly  of  laity  and  clergy  met  at 
Kilkenny  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Odlober,  where, 
after  declaring  they  did  not  intend  to  intrench  fo  far 
on  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  as  to  call  that  meet- 
ing a  parliament,  they  fettled  judicatories  for  the 
adminiftratioa  of  juflice,  and  the  regulation  of  their 
affairs.  A  council  was  eflablifhed  for  each  county, 
confifting  of  deputies  for  baronies,  or,  where  there 
were  no  baronies,  perfons  eledled  by  the  county  in 
general ;  from  the  county  council  there  lay  an  ap- 
peal to  a  provincial  council,  confifting  of  two  depu- 
ties from  each  county  ;  and  from  this  again  to  the 
fupreme  council,  confifting  of  twenty-four  perfons 
.  to  be  chofen  yearly  by  the  general  afTembly.  Civil 
magiftrates,  generals,  and  fubordinate  military  of- 
ficers, were  to  be  fubjevSl  to  this  council,  who  were 
to  hear  and  judge  in  all  caufes  except  in  titles  to 
land,  to  determine  all  matters  relative  to  the  good  of 
the  confederacy,  and  whofe  ads  were  to  be  of  force 
till  refcinded  by  the  general  afTembly  *. 

them  from  that  fcrvice,  and  thus  left  the  Irifti  coaft  cxpofcd ;  but  as 
the  greater  part  of  the  navy  was  under  the  command  of  the  parliament, 
the  not  fparing  a  few  Ihips  on  this  important  fervice  is  to  be  reckoned 
among  their  errors.     Borlafe,  P*  83. 

• 

*  The  general  aflembly  framed  for  their  ufe  a  great  feal,  bearing  the 
mark  of  a  long  crofs,  on  th'e  right  fide  of  which  was  a  crown  and  a 
harp  ;  on  the  left,  a  dove  above  and  a  flaming  heart  below,  furrounded 
with  this  infcription,  "  Pro  Deo,  pro  Rege,  £5?  Patria  Hibernia  una- 
mmis, — Among  other  afts  of  authority,  they  coined  money,  and,  in 

honor 
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Th  E  general  aflembly  having  thus  founded  their  Ann.  1644. 
form  of 'government,  proceeded  to  appoint  provincial 
armies  and  generals :  Owen  O'Neale  was  made  gene- 
ral of  the  Ulfter  army,  Prefton  of  the  Leinftcr^  Gar- 
ret Barry  of  the  Munfter,  and  John  Bourk  of  the  Con- 
naught  army.  To  prevent  the  dangers  which  mufl 
enfue  from  difunion,  it  was  provided.  That  no  dif- 
tind:ion  nor  comparifbn  fhould  be  made  between  the 
old  and  new  Irifh,  and  that  all  perfons  of  the  confe- 
deracy fhould  be  bound  together  by  a  n€w  oath  of 
afTociation,  which  prefcribed  true  allegiance  to  the 
King  ;  the  maintaining  his  prerogatives,  the  power 
and  privileges  of  the  parliament  in  Ireland,  and  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom  j  the  upholding 
the  free  exercife  of  the  Roman-Catholic  religion 
throughout  the  land,  the  lives,  liberties,  eftates,  and 
rights  of  all  thofe  who  took  and  performed  the  con* 

honor  of  S$.  Patrick,  to  whom  they  intended  to  inftitute  an  order  of 

knighthood,  a  halfpenny,  bearing  on  one  fide  the  figure  of  a  king, 

crowned  with  a  radiant  crown,  kneeling  and  playing  on  a  harp,  over 

which  is  placed  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  with  this  infcription, 

"  Floreat  Rex  ,**  on  the  reverfe,  the  figure  of  St.  Patrick  mitred,  fl:and- 

ing  with  a  crofier  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  leaf  of  trefoil  in  his  left» 

extended  to  people  round  him  v  on  his  left  fide  is  the  arms  of  Dublin> 

with  this  infcription,  '*  Ecce  Grex"     A  fartliing  was  alfo  ftricken 

much  about  the  fame  time,  bearing  on  one  fide  the  figure  of  a  king 

crowned,  playing  on  the  harp,  with  a  crown  over  it,  the  infcription* 

•'  i'ioreat  Rex ;"  the  reverfe,  St.  Patrick  mitred,  with  a  church  behind 

him,  he  holding  in  his  left  hand  a  double  or  metropolitan  crofs,  and 

ftretching  out  his  right  over  a  parcel  of  fcrpcnts,  as  if  driving  them 

out  of  the  church,  with  this  infcription,  "  ^iefeat  Pieh."    It  is  faid» 

that  there  are  flill  preferved  by  the  curious  fome  few  filver  pieces,. 

bearing  the  fame  imprefllons  and  infcriprions  as  thefe  copper  oncSi.  *' 

Simons* s  EJfay  towards  an  Hijlorical  Account  of  Jrijh  Coins* 

tents 
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Am,  1644.  » tents  of  the  oath ;  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  fu- 
preme  council  5  not  to  feek  "pardon  or  prote*<5tion  for 
any  ad  touching  the  caufe,  without  the  confent  of 
the  council,  nor  to  confent  to  any  peace  made  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  general  aflembly.  Propofitions  ^ 
were  drawn  up,  which  infifted  that  the  Popifh  reli-' 
gion  fliould  be  as  fteely  and  publicly  exercifed,  with 
as  full  luftre  and  fplendor,  as  before  the  Reformation  ; 
that  all  the  laws  of  reflraint,  penalty,  fine,  or  inca- 
pacity, laid  upon  Papifls,  fliould  be  repealed  by  par- 
liament ;  that  the  clergy  fliould  enjoy  their  feveral 
jurifdi(5lions  and  immunities  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
before  the  Reformation,  with  the  churches  and  church- 
livings,  their  profits  and  emoluments,  as  largely  as 
they  were  enjoyed  by  the  Proteflant  clergy  before  the 
rebellion,  Thefe  propofitions,  which  annihilated  the 
Reformation,  and  in  a  manner  extirpated  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  the  confederates,  by  their  oath  of 
aflbciation,  were  bound  to  maintain  until  a  peace 
was  eflablifhed  and  fecured  by  the  authority  of  par- 
liament. The  kings  of  France  and  Spain,  the  Pope, 
and  the  emperor  of  Germany,  were  folicited  for  far- 
ther fupplies  ;  and  petitions  fent  to  the  King  and 
queen  of  England  for  the  aflignment  of  a  place  where 
they  might  with  fafety  exprefs  their  grievances,*  and 
his  majefty  with  freedom  apply  a  feafonable  cure 
unto  them  *.  *       . 

•  In  thefc  petitions  the  Papifts  profefs.  That  they  never  intend  to 
difturb  the  King's  government,  or  invade  his  high  prerogatives ;  term 
their  unparalleled  barbarities  «  fome  unwarranted  cruelties,  aded  by 
••  the  commonalty  upon  Puritans,  or  perfons  fufpeded  of  Puritanifm  ♦," 

and  offer,  on  a  conceflion  to  their  demands,  to  convert  their  forces 
upon  any  defign  the  King  Ihould  appoint.— The  contemplation  of  the 

queen's 
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Whilst  the   Papifls^  were  thus   bufy    in   planning  Ann.  1644. 
their  military  fchemes,  and   forming  their  civil  plan 
of    government,  the    parliament   of    Ireland   met   at 
Dublin  on  the  firft  of  Auguft.      In  a  preparatory  meet- 
ing, held  in  June,  the  houfe   of   Commons   had   ex- 
pelled all  their  members  who  were  engaged  in  adlual 
rebellion,  or" who  flood  indidled  of  treafon  ;  and  had 
.made  an  order    that    no   perfon  fhould  fit    in  their 
houfe,  either  in   the  prefent  or  in  any  future  parlia- 
ment, till  they  had  firft  taken  the  oath  of  fupremacy  *. 
— To  prevent  the  danger  which  the  Proteftants   daily 
ran   from  a   multitude  of  Popifli  inhabitants  which 
crouded    the  capital,  confumed  provifions,  and   con- 
veyed   intelligence    to    the  enemy,  both  houfes,  in  a 
petition  to  the  King  and  parliament  of  England,  re- 
quefted.  That  bills  might  be  tranfmitted  from  Eng- 
land, containing  all  the  laws  in  that  country  of  force 
againft   Popifh    recufants,    to    be   enacted   into    laws 
for   Ireland,  and   immediately   executed    in   Dublin  -, 
and,  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants* 
and  their  pofterity,  that  they  would  grant   them  far- 
ther laws  and  provifions.     Thefe  bills   were  not  re- 
queen's  goodnefs,  they  faid,  her  compaffionate  care  of  diftrefled  Ca^ 
tholics,  her  intereft  in  the  fettlement  of  the  kingdom,  and  tlie  felicity 
in  point  of  religion  which  all  the  nations  of  Europe  had  received  by 
the  alliance  of  their  princes  with  the  royal*  houfe  of  France,  had  in- 
duced them  to  implore  her  Efther-like  interceflion  to  their  moft  gracious 
prince,  that  he  might  fettle  their  religion  and  liberties  as  he  had  done 
thofe  of  his  other  kingdoms.     ClanrkkariTs  Memoirs^  p.  298,  ^/eq. 

*  Carte,  a  prerogative- writer  of  fome  note,  is  abfurd  enough  to. 
reprefent  this  jult  and  neceflary  exclufion  as  an  improper  encroachment 
on  the  power  of  the  crown.     Car/e,  voL  I.  p.  328, 
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Ann.  1644,    mitted   when    the    parliament  re-met,  according    to 
adjournment,  on  Auguft  the  firft. 

The  draught  of  an  ad  to  fufpend  a  part  of  the 
ftatute  called  Poyning's  A(5l,  concerning  adts  to  be 
pafTed  for  the  abolifhing  Popery,  and  the  attainder  of 
the  rebels,  was  recommended  by  the  Commons  to  the 
Lords,  who  feemed  very  well  difpofed  to  receive  it,' 
till  the  earl  of  Ormond,  lately  gratified  with  the  title 
of  marquis  *,  who  had  all  his  relations  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  who  on  many  occafions  had  favored  the 
Popifh  fadlion,  flung  in  an  objedlion  to  the  provifo 
for  fufpending  part  of  Poyning's  Adl,  as  touching  the 
independency  of  the  kingdom,  the  provifo  having 
noticed  an  ad  pafled  in  England  for  difpofing  of  lands 
in  Ireland.  The  bill  was  returned  on  this  objedioit, 
and  the  Commons  finding  a  difficulty  in  removing  it, 
the  bufinefs  was  no  farther  proceeded  on  ;  and  the 
|uftices   prorogued  the   parliament,  after  having  en- 

♦  Ormond  had  been  Uught  his  political  creed  by  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford :  By  him  he  had  learned  entirely  to  depend  on  the  favors  of  a 
court  i  like  him  he  had  devoted  every  principle  of  conduft  to  its  fer- 
vices  ;  and  on  thefe  merits  was  particularly  recommended  to  and  che- 
riftied  by  the  King,  who,  among  other  favors,  had  lately  beftowcd  on 
him  the  title  of  marquis,  and  two  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  out 
of  his  treafury,  at  a  time  when  the  ftate  of  Ireland  was  diftrelled  for 
money  to  fubfift  the  forces  raifed  againft  the  rebel  army.  The  earl  of 
Leicefter  was,  on  various  pretences,  detained  at  Oxford,  whilft  Or- 
mond, by  a  warrant  from  the  King,  was  invefted  with  the  power  of 
•  appointing,  in  the  abfence  of  the  chief  governor,  all  the  fubordinate 
officers ;  a  power  which  he  was  fure  to  make  ufe  of  in  promoting 
the  officers  of  the  old  army,  who  had  been  commiffioned  by  Straffordt  * 
and  who  were  of  a  ftamp  to  undertake  any  fervice  which  fhould  be  re- 
quired of  them. 
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dured  a  hot  perfecution  from  the  Lords,  by  the  in-  Ann.  1644. 
fluence  and  intrigues  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond, 
on  the  account  of  one  Stephen  Jerome,  a  preacher, 
whom  they  had  fo  far  countenanced  as  to  appoint  to 
preach  at  Chrift-church,  a  place  of  worfhip  commonly 
frequented  by  the  officers  of  ftate.  •  Jerome,  in  the 
ftyle  of  the  times,  had  told  fome  bold  truths  from 
the  pulpit,  and  had  been  pretty  free  with  the  perfons  • 
of  the  King  and  queen  ;  comparing  the  King,  whom 
in  a  manner  he  had  taxed  with  breaking  his  covenant 
with  the  people,  to  the  uxorious  Solomon  and  the 
headftrong  Rehoboam,  and  the  queen  to  the  idola- 
trous daughters  of  Jezebel :  The  cavaliers  of  England 
were  likewife  compared  to  the  rebels  of  Ireland  ;  and 
protections  to  the  goods  and  perfons  of  feveral  Papifts, 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  marquis  of  Ormond, 
obliquely  hinted.  Jerome  was  filenced  by  Uauncelot 
Bulkeley,  archbifhop  of  Dublin  ;  when  the  juftices,  to 
mortify  this  bufy  prelate,  and  with  a  defign,  no 
doubt,  to  weaken  the  influence  of  that  party  in  Ire- 
land which  favored  the  King  and  the  Papifts,  figned 
an  order  requiring  him  to  continue  the  fame  lea:ure 
without    interruption,  until   good   caufe    was  fhewn 

unto  them  to  the  contrary. The  upper  houfe  was  Carte,  yoL  l 

informed  by  one  of  their  members   (the   lord  Howth,  ^*  ^'^' 
a  Papift  *),    that  Jerome  had  thrown    refledions  on 
their  majefties,  and  others    of  that  aflembly,  which 
deferved  to  be  taken  into  conftderation  ;  and  the  bifhop 

•  The  parliament,  in  one  of  their  declarations  touching  the  King's 
connexion  with,  and  favor  to,  the  Irifh  Papifts,  mention  his  having 
encreafed  the  Popilh  influence  in  the  Irifh  houfe  of  Lords,  by  giving 
peerages  to  feveral  of  that  profeffion.     Ruflnvortb.  °     - 

Vol.  IV.  M  of 
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Ao«.i644.  ^^  Meath  urged  his  punifliment,  as  a  very  neceflary 
exertion,  becaufc,  he  faid,  the  man,  in  contempt  of 
the  authority  of  his  proper  fuperior,  had  been  or- 
dered by  the  lords  juftices  to  go  on  with  his  fermons : 
The  marquis  of  Onnond  moved.  That  the  bufmefs 
might  be  referred  to  a  committee  ;  a  committee  was 
accordingly  appointed,  which  confifting  of  thofe  who 
•  might  be  properly  called  parties  againfl  Jerome,  and 
high  flicklers  for  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
Jerome  was  committed  by  the  houfe  to  the  cuftody 
of  one  of  the  fherifFs  of  Dublin,  and  his  profecution 
at  feveral  times  efpecially  recommended  to  the  juf- 
tices. The  juftices  let  the  matter  reft  till  the  day 
they  intended  to  prorogue  the  parliament,  when  a 
mQSkgc  was  delivered  to  the  lord  chancellor,  import- 
ing, That,  as  the  houfe  had  taken  examinations  in 
the  caufc,  the  juftices  left  it  wholly  to  them  to  in- 
fliifl  what  punifhment  they  thought  proper.  The 
Lords,  enraged  that  Jerome  fhould  by  this  artifice 
efcape  their  vengeance,  drew  up  an  order,  in  which 
they  narrated  the  whole  bufinefs,  and  again  recom- 
mended the  punifliment  of  Jerome  to  the  lords  juf- 
tices, the  twentieth  of  April  (the  time  to  which  the 
parliament  was  prorogued)  being  too  long  a  date, 
they  faid,  to  defer  it. 

Thus  whilft  the  Scots,  wholly  confulting  their  eafe 
and  intereft^  became  an  ufelefs  burden  on  the  coun- 
try, and  that  matters  of  this  trifling  nature  took  up 
the  attention  of  the  diflerent  parties  which  formed 
the  parliament  and  ftate  of  Ireland,  the  rebels  were 
fuffered  to  complete,  without  interruption,  their  civil 
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and  military  operations.  Yet,  notwithftanding  all  Ann.  1644. 
the  advantages  they  received  from  the  difunion  and 
ina(5livity  of  the  Proteftants,  they  got  few  vidtories  in 
the  field  :  The  lord  Broghill,  Moore,  Sir  f  rederic  Ha- 
milton, Sir  Robert  Stewart,  Sir  Charles  Coot,  Sir 
WiUiam  St.  Leger,  and  others,  obtained  advantages 
over  them  in  almoft  every  rencounter ;  and  the 
marquis  of  Ormond,  after  gaining  two  complete  vic- 
tories at  Kilrufli  and  Rofs,  had  found  means  to  re- 
lieve all  the  forts  they  had  befieged  or  blockaded  in 
diflierent  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  length  of  the  protradted  war,  notwithftanding 
thefe  fuccefles,  had  occafioned  to  each  party  a  great 
fcarcity  of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life :  The  whole 
kingdom,  as  far  as  they  had  power  to  execute  their 
malice,  had  been  laid  wafte  in  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion  by  the  Irifli ;  the  policy  of  war  had  occa- 
fioned the  juftices  to  make  much  devaftation ;  *  and 
the  care  of  the  Englifli  parliament  had  been  fo  wholly 
engroflcd  in  defending  Liberty  in  England,  that,  du- 
ring the  courfc  of  the  year  1643,  a  very  fmall  fupply 
had  been  aflbrded  to  Ireland  *.     The  diftrefl^es  of  the 

*  The  parliament  cenfure  the  King  on  this  fubjeft,  and  allege. 
That,  having  defigned  five  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe  for 
the  relief  of  Munfter,  under  the  command  of  the  lord  Wharton,  and 
when  nothing  was  wanting  but  a  commiflion  to  the  lord  Wharton,  to 
enable  him  for  that  fervice,  no  commiflion  could  be  obtained  from  his 
majefty,  by  reafon  whereof  Limerick  was  wholly  loft,  and  the  province 
of  Munfter  in  great  diftrefs  ;  that  cloaths  provided  by  the  parliament 
for  the  troops  in  Ireland  were  feized  by  his  majefty*s  officers  -,  and  that 
his  majefty*s  forces  were  fo  quartered  in'  and  about  the  common  roads 
to  Ireland,  that  neither  money,  cloaths,  viduals,  or  other  provifions, 
could  pafs  thither  with  any  fafety.     Rujhworth^  vol.  IV.  p.  776. 
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Ann.  1644.  Englifh  army  in  this  country  afforded  that  opportu- 
nity which  had  been  long  waited  for  by  the  King  : 
A  remonftrancc  was  framed  and  prefented  to  the 
council-boai;d,  in  the  name  of  forty  officers  employed 
in  the  higheft  commands  of  the  army,  complain- 
ing of  the  inconvenicncies  and  hardfhips  they  had 
fuffered  in  the  fervice,  and  the  little  affiftance  to 
be  cxpe<5led  from  the  Englifh  parliament.  This 
remonftrancc  was  prefented  to  the  juftices  by  the 
marquis  of  Ormond  (a  fpecial  intriguer  in  all  the 
cabals  of  thefe  times),  and  was  too  ferviceable  to  the 
intended  meafures  not  to  be  immediately  difpatched 
by  the  fame  hand  to  the  court  at  Oxford.  The  juf- 
tices and  council  raifed  the  fum  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds  by  a  fubfcription  of  plate ;  but  this  being 
not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  thofe  whofe  prefent  bufinefs  it 
was  not  to  be  fatisfied  *,  a  fupplicatory  petition  for 
proteflion,  in  a  fulfome  low  flyle  of  fawning  flattery, 
was  fent  by  the  remonftrants  to  the  King ;  who,  after 
high  expreffions  of  forrow  at  the  grievances  of  fuch 
noble  perfonages,  and  inveighing  againft  his  rebel- 
lious fubjedts  in  England,  from  whom,  he  faid,  the 
obftrudlions  to  their  relief  had  arifen,  with  a  promife 
to  omit  no  opportunity  to  relieve  his  diftrefTed  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  encourage  and  recompenfe  fuch 
as  had  deferved  fo  eminently  of  him,  he  defired  that 
the  marquis  of  Ormond  might  return  his  particular 
thanks  to  the  earl    of   Kildare,  Sir  Fulk  Huncks,  co- 

•  Thefe  officers  had  before  refufed  to  confent  that  a  part  of  their 
pay  and  arrears  due  Ihould  be  fatisfied  out  of  the  rebels*  lands,  though 
the  lords  juftices,  and  other  officers  of  the  civil  lift,  had  fet  them  an 
example,  by  fubfcribing  confiderable  fums.    Carte^  vol.  I.  p.  385. 
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lonel  Gibfon,  and  Sir    Richard    Greenville,  all   men  Ann.  1644. 
who  had  been  particularly  adtive  in  railing  the  defired 
clamor. 


According  to  the  petition  fent  from  the  rebel 
affembly  at  Kilkenny,  a  commiffion  under  the  great 
feal  of  England  was  difpatched  to  the  marquis  of 
Ormond,  the  earl  of  Clanrickard  (a  Papift.  *),  the  earl 

*  This  Popifh  nobleman  was  vefted  with  the  government  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Galway :  The  fort  was  commanded  by  captain 
Willoughby,  and  garrifoned  by  a  ftrong  body  of  Proteftant  troops  ; 
yet  afterwards  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  treachery  of  the  town,  who,  by 
the  authority  of  Clanrickard,  after  they  had  flown  out  into  unprovoked 
afts  of  rebellion  and  murder,  when  on  the  brink  of  deltrudion  ob- 
tained an  afl  of  pacification  with  the  fort ;  a  pacification  which  on  the 
firft  opportunity  they  broke,  and  the  fort,  after  an  obftinate  fiege, 
was  obliged  to  furrender. 

Clanrickard  had  kept  clear  of  any  overt  junction  with  the  rebels,  yet, 
with  an  high  degree  of  fagacity,  had  all  the  malignancy  of  the  fadion  : 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ftrength  of  the  Proteftant  intereft 
in  the  Britifh  empire,  and  knew  the  condu(5t  and  avowed  aim  of  the 
Papifts  would  in  the  end  prove  unfortunate  to  themfelves  and  the 
King.  It  was  for  this  reafon  he  endeavored  to  moderate  the  zeal  of 
his  brethren  fo  far  as  to  wait  the  refult  of  the  Oxford  counfels  ;  "  I  do 
profefs  myfclf  (fays  Re  to  the  leaders  of  the  Popifh  fafbion,  who 
prefled  him  to  join  their  forces)  as  faithful  and  conftant  a  Roman-Ca- 
tholic as  any  covenanter  whatfoever,  and  perhaps  do  underftand  the 
means  to  preferve  it  better  in  the  kingdom  than  many  of  them  who 
appear  with  an  inconfiderate  zeal :  It  is  rather  feared  that  the  proceed- 
ings here  have  drawn  the  affeftions  of  many  in  England  from  the 
King,  and  rendered  him  liable  to  fufpicions,  by  the  pretenfions  and 
rumors  fpread  in  this  kingdom.  When  our  actions  Ihall  prove  to  be 
of  advantage  to  him,  or  that  I  (hall  receive  the  leaft  command,  I  have 
not  one  drop  of  blood  which  fhall  not  be  plentifully  poured  forth  in  his 
fervice  ;  and  that  I  prefume  is  well  known  to  his  majefty."  Clanrickard^ s 
Memoirs^  p.  249,  258. 
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Ann.  1644.  of  Rofcommon,  the  vifcount  Moore  *,  Sir  Thomas 
Lucas,  Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  and  Thomas  Bourk  (a 
Papift,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Clanrickard,  and  an 
agent  at  Oxford  for  the  party),  authoriflng  them  to 
meet  with  the  principals  of  the  rebels  who  had  figned 
the  petition,  to  receive  in  writing  what  they  had  to 
propound,  and  to  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  King.  This 
commiflion  was  dated  the  eleventh  of  January  i  643  ; 
and  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  lords  juflices,  requiring 
them  to  ailifl  in  the  commiflion,  though,  at  the  fame 
time  they  had  tranfmitted  the  rebels*  petition,  they 
had  exprefled,  in  very  ilrong  terms,  the  difadvantage  it 
would  be  to  his  maje{ly*s  and  the  Proteftant  interefl  to 
comply  with  their  requeft.  Agreeable  to  the  didlates 
of  the  commiflion,  a  letter  of  fummons  was  fent  to 
the  fupreme  council  at  Kilkenny:  It  met  with  a 
flight,  or  rather  haughty  anfwer  ;  but,  by  the  com- 
pliant difpofition  of  the  King's  commiflioners,  and 
fome  conceflions  on  the  fide  of  the  rebels,  a  meeting 
was  appointed  at  Trim  on  the  feventeenth  of  March 
1643;  when  a  writing  was  delivered  to  the  King's 
commiflioners  by  the  agents  for  the  rebels,  containing 
a  remonftrance  of  their  grievances,*  with  a  petition 
for  redrefs  in  a  free  (that  is  a  Popifli)  parliament, 
unrcftrained  by  Poynihg's  law  ;  and  an  off*er,  on  ob- 
taining their  requeft,  to  employ  ten  thoufand  men, 
under  experienced  commanders,  in  defence  of  his 
majefty's  regal  rights  and  prerogatives.  The  whole 
remonftrance,  which  contains  fourteen  tedious  arti- 

•  The  fame  who  had  given  an  infamous  evidence  againft  the  lord 
Mountnorris* 

clcs, 


clcs,  is  ftufl'ed  with  notorious  falftioods,  excepting  Aan.  1644. 
fome  pretended  injuries  which  werejuft  confequences 
of  the  rebellion,  and  grievances  which  concerned 
both  Irifli  Proteftants  and  Papifts,  and  which  nothing 
but  the  flagitious  condud  of  the  latter  could  have  pre- 
vented from  being  redrefled. 

The  juftices,  by  a  letter  wherein  they  reprefented 
the  cruelties  which  had  been  pradifed  by  the  Irifli 
Papifts  on  the  Proteftants,  and  that  they  could  not  be 
fafe  in  their  perfons  or  poffefllons,  unlefs  fuch  ad- 
vantage fliould  be  taken  of  the  rebellion  as  to  deprive 
the  former  of  their  lands,  and  confequently  of  their 
power  to  do  mifchief,  made  another  attempt  to  dif- 
fuade  the  King  from  proceeding  in  the  intended 
treaty ;  but  the  vigilant  Ormond,  to  prevent  his 
mafter  from  receiving  any  obftrudion  to  his  deflgns, 
calling  together  thofe  members  of  the  council  on 
whom  he  had  an  entire  influence,  balanced  the  juf- 
lices' reprefentation  by  another,  in  which  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  ftate  and  army  were  fet  out  in  their 
utmoft  extent;  and  which  ended  with  an  opinion, 
that  if  conflderable  fupplics  of  money,  munition,  and 
vidluals,  were  not  fent  within  a  month  or  two,  or  if 
his  majefty  did  not,  in  the  mean  time,  give  diredion 
what  to  do  in  cafe  they  were  not  by  that  time  fup- 
plied,  they,  his  majefty's  fubjeds,  with  the  reft  of 
the  Proteftants  of  the  kingdom,  muft  perifli  and  be 
confumed,  and  his  majefty  enforced  to  make  a  new 
conqueft,  with  very  great  di  fad  vantages —This  re- 
prefentation,  figned  by  the  lord-chancellor  Bolton 
(who  had  been  impeached  by  the  parliament;,  the 
bifliop  of  Meath,  the   lords  Brabazon   and  Lambert, 

Sir 
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Ann.  1644.  Sir  Francis  Willoughby,  Sir  James  Ware,  and  Sir 
George  Wcntworth  (brother  to  the  late  carl  of  Straf- 
ford), was  not  the  only  means  made  ufc  of  by  Or- 
mond  to  counteracfl  the  endeavors  of  the  juflices :  The 
officers  of  the  army  were  again  excited  to  manifcft 
their  discontents  by  a  petition  to  the  parliament, 
which  had  met  the  twentieth  of  March  1643.  Among 
the  grievances  complained  of,  that  which  carried  the 
mod  plaiiflble  appearance  was,  payments  made  to  the 
army  in  Spanifh  coin,  of  lefs  value  than  the  Englifh 
money.  The  petition  being  received  favorably  by 
the  Lords,  the  parliament,  to  the  difreputation  of 
the  juflices,  was  fuddenly  prorogued ;  and  the  Or- 
mond  fa<5tion  taking  advantage  of  this  juft  ground  of 
difcontent,  the  chancellor,  by  the  command  and  in 
the  name  of  the  lords,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King, 
acquainting  him  with  the  whole  bufinefs,  and  ex- 
preffing  great  difcontent  at  the  condu6l  of  the  juflices 
in  the  fudden  prorogation  :  The  King,  who  had  long 
waited  an  opportunity  to  deprive  Sir  William  Parfons 
of  a  power  which  he  had  ufed  to  fupport  the  Proteflant, 
or  what  was  at  this  time  flyled  the  Puritan  interefl  in 
Ireland,  againfl  the  malignancy  of  Papifls,  prelates, 
and  courtiers,  and  who,  had  he  continued  in  office, 
would  have  been  an  infupcrable  obflacle  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  treaty  on  foot,  fent  over  a  commiffion  to 
appoint  Sir  Henry  Tichburn  juflice  in  his  room  j  Bor- 
lafe  being  an  eafy  man,  whom,  it  was  thought, 
would  follow  the  dire<5lions  of  his  new  colleague  as 
readily  as  he  had  done  thofe  of  his  former  one.  Sir 
John  Temple,  Sir  Adam  Loftus,  and  Sir  Robert  Meredith, 
were  removed  from  their  offices,  and  others,  better  af- 
fe(5ted  to  thfe  caufe  in  hand,  put  in  their  places :  And  a 
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committee  of  the  Commons,  which  had  been  fent  over  Amu  1644. 
from  the  parliament  of  England,  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders from  the  King,  were  excluded  the  council  *. 


Thirteen  recufants  of  figure  and  fortune,  who 
had  been  confined  in  the  cattle  of  Dublin  on  indict- 
ments for  treafon,  were  admitted  to  bail  f  ;  and  a 
fecond  order  fent  to  the  marquis  of  Ormond  to  treat 
for  a  cefTation  of  arms  with  the  rebels  for  one  year : 
But,  notwithflanding  their  famous  captain  0*Neale 
had  been  fuddenly  attacked  and  routed  by  Sir  Robert 
Stewart  on  the  borders  of  Fermanagh,  the  rebels, 
confcious  of  the  King's  impatience,  afFe(5led  fuch 
coynefs  on  the  fubje(5l  of  a  treaty,  that  the  marquis 
of  Ormond  was  obliged  to  fend  to  Kilkenny  two  Pa- 
pifls, his  confidants,  viz.  the  lord  Taafife  and  colonel 
John  Barry,  to  engage  them  to  fave  appearances  fo 
far  as  to  renew  their  requefl  for  a  treaty  of  cefTation. 

♦  The  parliament,  having  heard  that  the  officers  of  the  Irilh  army  had 
had  fecret  invitations  to  repair  td  the  King  at  Oxford,  fent  over  Mr. 
Robert  Goodwyn  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  as  a  committee,  to  fecure  the 
affcdions  of  the  army.  They  carried  with  them  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  powder  and  other  ammunition,  and  were  entertained 
with  great  civility  by  the  juftices :  But  their  prefence  in  council  ferving 
to  awe  thofe  who  wilhed  ill  to  the  power  of  the  Englifh  parliament 
and  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  the  empire,  and  to  difcounte- 
nance  the  commilTion  fent  over  to  treat  with  the  rebels,  they  were, 
by  pofitive  commands  from  the  King,  excluded  the  council.  Two 
warrants  (under  the  King's  fign-manual,  diredled  to  the  lords  juftices 
and  the  marquis  of  Ormond)  foon  followed  for  the  taking  them  into 
cuftody ;  but  they  were  faved  from  this  infult  by  means  of  the  jufVices, 
who,  fomc  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  warrants,  had  furnifhcd  them 
with  a  pinnace  which  carried  them  to  the  garrifons  in  the  North  of  Ire-* 
land*     Carte^  vol.  I.  p.  393,  (^  feq. 

-|-  They  had  been  refufed   this  indulgence  during  the  late  Irifli 
adminiftration.  .        :      ■ 
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Ann.  1644.  — The  main  point  aimed  at  by  the  rebels  was  the 
having  a  new  parliament ;  an  incident  which,  as 
the  kingdom  was  circumftanced,  would  put  the  whole 
power  of  government  into  their  hands.  This  they 
had  fome  reafon  to  expert  from  the  King's  conde- 
fcenfion,  and  was   in  a  manner  undertaken   by    the 

•  lord  TaafFe  *  ;  but  the  marquis  of  Ormond  not  daring 

•  to  go  fuch  lengths,  they  receded  from  this  their  fa- 
vorite purpofe,  on  the  conlideration  that  the  ceflation 
would  eafe  them  from  the  burden  of  the  Scotch 
army,  and  that  the  King,  afllfted  by  their  forces  and 
the  Proteftant  army  in  Ireland  devoted  to  his  intereft, 
might  be  at  full  leifure  to  crufh  the  parliament  of 

.  England,  and  thus  obtain  power  to  grant  them  the 
undifturbed  pofTeflion  of  their  demands.  To  prevent 
all  oppoiition  in  the  council.  Sir  William  Parfons,  Sir 
.  John  Temple,  Sir  Adam  Loftus,  and  Sir  Robert  Me- 
redith, on  a  charge  of  treafon,  were  committed  clofe 
prifoners  to   the  caflle  f  ;  and  the  treaty  of  ceflation 

*  The  King,  in  a  letter  dated  the  fecond  of  July  1643,  fent  orders 
to  the  juftices  to  aflure  his  Irifh  fubjefts  in  arms.  That  he  was  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  diflblve  the  prefent  parliament,  and  to  call  a  new  one 
between  that  and  the  tenth  of  November  enfuing ;  and  to  take  a  courfe 
to  put  all  thofe  among  them  who  (hould  be  chofen  members  of  the 
faid  parliament,  into  fuch  a  condition  as  they  (hould  not  be  prejudiced 
in  their  liberty  of  fitting  and  voting.  Neither  the  marquis  of  Ormond, 
nor  any  other  of  the  King's  creatures  in  the  adminiftration,  had  cou- 
rage to  take  upon  themfelves  the  odium  of  fo  ruinous  and  unpopular 
a  meafure ;  and  the  judges,  having  been  referred  to  by  the  council, 
gave  fuch  weighty  reafons  againft  it,  that  it  was  for  the  prefent  entirely 
laidafide.     RuJbwortJb,  vol.  V.  p.  544.     Borlafcy  p.  131. 

f  The  whole  general  charge  againft  thefe  privy-counfellors  was,  the 
having  helda  good  correipondcnce  with  the  Englilh  parliament;  andcon- 
fifted  of  fuch  frivolous  particulars,  that  thelawyersentertainedbytbeKing 
at  Oxford  were  of  opinion,  they  could  not  be  turned  to  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  them  in  guilty  of  any  capital  crime.     Carte^  vol.  I.  p.  442. 

for 


for  one  whole  year,  on  the  price  of  thirty-eight  thou-  Ann.  1644. 

•^  _  ,  .X,   Ceflation 

fand    pounds    towards   carrying   on  the   war  againft  with  the 
the  Proteftants  in  England,  re-commenced  and  con-  ^"^  ^'P'*^' 
eluded  by  the  marquis  of  Ormond  at   Sigginftown  *, 
on  the  feventh  of  September  i  643  f- 

♦  The  King  was  in  fuch  an  hurry  to  bring  the  matter  to  thii  hopeful 
iffue,  that,  before  the  treaty  was  finifhed,  four  feveral  difpatches  were 
fent  from  the  court  at  Oxford  to  conclude  the  ceflation.    Borlafe. 

t  Whilft.this  treaty  was  in  agitation,  one  Peter  Scaramp  arrived 
from  the  Pope  with  a  fecond  fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a 
bull,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  May  1643,  granting  a  general  jubilee,  and 
authorifing  an  abfolution,  to  all  engaged  in  the  infurredion,  of  all 

crimes  and  fins,  how  enormous  foever. Soon  after  the  receipt  of 

this  bull,  the  Irifh  clergy  publiflied  an  excommunication  of  all  thofc 
who  did  not  warmly  engage  in  the  common  caufe.     The  excommuni- 
cation contains  the  following  curious  paffages :  "  Our  hearts  would 
melt  in  drops  of  blood,  our  breaflis  may  fob  out  fighs  and  inflamed 
groans,  confidering  our  brethren  and  countrymen,  fo  benumbed,  fo 
mis-led,  and  fo  blinded  as  they  fee  not,  or  pretend  not  to  fee,  how 
juft  our  quarrel  is  againft  thofe  Ammons  who  projed  and  thirft  no  lefs 
than  our'  total  extirpation,  our  war  being  rather  defenfive  than  offen- 
iive,  defined  and  decreed  as  juft  and  lawful  by  the  public  afl:emblies 
of  our  zealous  prelates  and  prime  clergymen,  approved  by  his  holinefs 
<^e  Pope  of  Rome,  who  lately  direded  to  us  his  gracious  breves  and 
mifllvcs,  containing  his  acclamations  and  approbation  of  our  endea- 
vors, with  his  apoftolical  benedidion  to  all  the  furtherers  of  fo  good 
a  caufe,  and  a  plenary  indulgence  to  thofe  in  ftate  of  grace  who  will 
die  in  defence  of  it.     We  may  but  weep  and  lament,  yea  never  dry 
our  eyes,  refleding  on  the  dulneis  of  fome  titular  Catholics,    who 
flightly  hear,  and  conceive  no  feeling  of,  the  horrid  blafphemies  dif- 
gorcred  and  enafted  by  the  malignant  party  of  Puritans  in  parliament, 
againft  the  myfteries  of  our  Roman-Catholic  profeflions,   the  facri- 
legious  impieties  vamped  and  belched  out  of  their  infcdious  breafts 
againft  the  facred  name  of  our  fweet  Saviour  Jefus — a  name  to  which 
all  knees  in  hell,  in  earth,  in  heaven,  muft  bow ;  a  name  which  makes 
the  heaven  and  earth  to  ftiake,  and  fends  ftiuddering  chillnefs  through- 
out the  veins  of  all  infernal  powers.     How  can  we  but  highly  admire, 
and  in  our  admiration  burft  out  into  moft  doleful  notes,  to  fee  our 
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Thus  the  Irifli  rebels,  who  in  all  quarters  had 
retreated  before  the  Englifh  troops,  obtained  free  li- 
berty to  enjoy  with  impunity  the  habitations  and 
fpoils  of  the  exiled  Proteflants,  to  digcft  with  fafety 
their  plan  of  fovereignty,  to  flrengthen  themfelves  by 
ftri«5ler  confederacies  abroad,  and  to  encreafe  their 
forces  at  home  •,  whilft   their   brave  enemy  had  full 

moft  gracious  Ibvereign  King  (the  bcft  of  princes),  his  royal  iflue, 
our  gracious  queen  his  noble  confort,  fet  on  with  fire  and  fword,  with 
all  affronts,  difhonor,  and  difgraces  profcribcd  ?  But  alas !  how 
Charity  from  fome  is  gone  to  cndlefs  pilgrimage  !  Oh  Lord,  through 
what  forbidden  paths  does  paffion  hurry  us,  when  reafon  is  unfeated  ; 
which  never  in  Pharoah*s  or  Nebuchadnezzar's  obdurated  minds  was 
more  confpicuous  than  it  will  appear  in  our  refractory  friends,  if  they 
abjure  not  themfelves,  and  reclaim  not  their  hearts  from  their  former 

error  \ We  thought  it  high  time  to  apply  the  moft  efficacious 

and  fpeedicft  remedy  to  divert  fuch  incumbrances,  and  rectify  thofc 
crooked  members  in  their  ruptures  and  diflocations,  endeavoring  to 
joint  and  befit  them  in  their  proper  feats  to  the  body-politic,  otherwife 
to  hack  and  hew,  and  fpare  neither  trunk  nor  lordfhips  amongft  you  ; 
our  duty  to  God,  our  paftoral  funflion,  obliging  us  not  only  to  reduce 
the  ftrayed  fheep  into  the  fold,  but  alfo  to  cut  the  corrupted  fores  which 
canker  and  infeft  the  whole  and  wholefome  compofition,  left  God, 
who  fweetly  hitherto  chaftifed  our  flock  far  underneath  the  rate  of  their 
demerits,  now,  by  occafion  of  fo  many  irritating  fadions,  ftrould  ftiew 
his  indignation  againft  us  all.  Having,  therefore,  hitherto  made  ufe 
of  mildeft  courfes,  by  frequent  admonitions,  counfels,  prayers,  and 
often  warnings  and  exhortations,  now  at  length,  though  much  againft 
our  will,  we  refolve  to  un(heath  the  fearful  fword  of  excommunica- 
tion :  And  fo  hereby,  and  by  this  our  prefent  ad,  writing,  definitive 
fentence,  and  decree,  invoking  firft  the  name  of  God,  having  his  fear 
before  our  eyes,  fo  as  we  aim  at  nothing  but  the  amendment  of  wilful 
tranfgreflbrs  and  cure  of  putrid  members,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
which  gracioufly  was  conferred  upon  us  by  God*s  divine  providence, 
by  the  Catholic  apoftolic  Roman  church,  and  the  fupreme  governor 
thereof,  vicar-general  to  Chrift  on  earth,  his  holinefs  the  Pope  of 
Rome,  we  excommunicate,  with  a  major  excommunication,  ip/ofn^o." 
Carie,  vol.  I.  p.  447.     C!anridard*s  Memoirs,  p.  322,  ^/eq. 
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leifure   to   repine  at  their  fruitlefs  viftories ;  and  a  a«o.  ,644. 
number  of  adventurers,  ^vho,  on  the  faith  of  an  aft 
of    parliament,  had    fubfcribed   large   fums  towards 
the   carrying  on  the  war,  found  themfelves   on  the 
brink  of  being  foiled  of  their  promifed  poffeffions  *. 

•  In  the  beginning  of  the  infurreaion,  an  ad  had  paffed  for  the  le- 
vying fou   hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  Iri(h  wars .  but  th.s  not 
S  thought  a  fumfufficient  for  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  a 
bm  iLbrought  in,  and  paffed  by  the  King  and  parliament,  to  ra.fc 
by  fuWcription  a  Million  of  money,  upon  'he  fecuruy  of  two  m.U.on. 
lid  an  half  of  forfeited  lands  in  Ireland,  to  be  affigned  by  lot  to  the 
fSfcriber!    Ld  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  and  their  heirs  as  foon  as  both 
houfesof  parliament  Ihould  declare  the  rebellion  to  be  ended-  the 
Kins  was  tied  up  from  difpof.ng  of  forfeited  lands  ,  all  grants  made  or 
fo  be  lade  by  the  crown  of  goods  or  lands  of  rebe  s,  fince  the  twenty 
third  of  Oaober  .64.,  were  declared  null  and  void ,  and  al   pardons 
which  Ihould  be  granted  after  the  faid  day  to  any  of  the  rebels,  before 
Tttlder    withouf  theaffentof  both  houfes.  to  be  adjudged  of  none 
S;  [he  furvey,  admeafurement,  and  allotment  of  the  forfeited  ands 
tothe  fubfcribers  were  placed  in  the  power  of  commiff.oners.  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  parliament,  who  were  in- 
vefted  with  authority  to  regulate  the  plantations,  to  create  corporatrons, 
to  erea  churches,  and  to  maintain  preaching  minifters  within  the  fore- 
mentioned  bounds.     This  bill,  which  reftrained  the  King  fron.  grant- 
ing any  conditions  to  the  rebels,  was  paffed  by  him  among  others  in- 
tended to  be  refcinded  or  difregarded  as  occafion  ferved :  And  'hough^ 
to  perfuade  his  parliament  to  confent  to  his  journey  to  Ireland,  he 
mentioned  that  intention  as  an  encouragement  to  the  adventurers,  of 
whofeTntereft,  he  faid,  he  would  be  always  very  careful    yet  the  rebels 
confidered  it  in  fo  different  a  light,  that  they  impatiently  expeaed  the 
King's  prefence,  as  a  certain  prelude  towards  a  ^'^^'^  ^h'^'' J^^J^ 
fecure  to  them  the  pardon  of  their  crimes,  and  the  poffeffion  of  their 

demands.  The  earl  of  Clanrickard,  g°^'""7/.^,'''=  ^V  JhTI 
ofGalway,  on  the  report  of  the  King's  intended  vifit,  had  the  boldnefV 
to  apply  to  the  lords  juftices  for  obtaining  a  ceffation  of  arms  until 
the  King's  pleafure  was  farther  declared:  The  juftu:es  returned 
anfwer.  Thai  his  lordihip's  motion  being  on  the  foppofi"""  «« 
his  majefty  intended  to  receive  the  rebels  to  grace  they  doubted  whe-  • 
ther  it  would  ftaud  with  the  honor  and  greatne&  of  the  King  eafily 
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Am.  1644.  Deep  was  the  refcntment  which  the  Proteftants  all  over 
the  Britifh  empire,  excepting  thofe  who  were  particu- 
larly engaged  on  the  fide  of  royalty,  entertained  of  this 
ad  of  the  King.  When  the  parliament  of  England 
heard  of  the  tranfacflion,  they  fet  forth  a  declaration 

Huftands's     of   the  infringement  of  their  authority,   devolved  to 

Colleftions,  ^        1       t  n  r  1  • 

foi.  ed.  them  both  by  act  of  parliament  and  his  majefty's 
'*'^*°'^^*^' commiflion  imder  the  great  feal  ;  that  the  ceflation 
would  prove  difhonorable  to  the  public  faith  of  the 
kingdom,  elude  the  adts  and  ordinances  of  parlia- 
ment made  for  the  forfeiting  the  rebels'  lands,  give 
them  time  and  opportunity  to  recruit  their  beaten 
forces,  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  with  foreign  fupplies 
of  men,  provifion,  and  ammunition,  and  ruin  the 
poor  exiled  Proteftants,  who  muft  continue  begging 
their  bread,  whilft  their  oppreffors  enjoyed  their  lands 
and  houfes.  They  farther  complained.  That  the 
wants  of  the  army,  craftily  made  a  pretext  to  cover 
fuch  pernicious  counfel,  had  been  occafioncd  by  the 
King;  fhips  going  for  Ireland  with  victuals  having 
been  ftopped  by  his  majefty's  warrant;  the  parlia- 
ment's meflengers  for  loans  and  contributions,  taken 
and  imprifoned ;  and,  from  thofe  counties  which 
were  under  the  power  of  the  King's  army,  not  one 
penny  of  either  loan  or  contribution  been  fuffered  to 
be  fent  to  Ireland.  "  Every  man,  fays  the  parliament 
in  a  previous  declaration,  may  conftrue  what  was 
meant  by  his  majefty's  not  confenting  that  the  parlia- 

to  hearken  to  fupplication,  before  fliarp  punifliment  had  fomewhat 
fatisficd  the  world  that  he  was  really  fenfible  of  the  fufFerings  of  his 
good  people,  and  the  unparalleled  rapines,  murders,  and  oppreflions  of 
his  wantonly-affcded  fubjeds.  Par!.  Hifi.  Memoirs  and  Letters  of  the 
Marquis  of  Clamickard, 
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ment  fliould  fend  a   committee  into    Ireland  the  laft  Ann,  1644. 
year,  to  endeavor  the  carrying  on  the  war  againft  the 
rebels,  upon  the  pretence    that  the  earl  of  Leicefter, 
who  is  yet  remaining  at  Oxford,  was  prefently  to  go 
over  thither  *." 

•  In  this  declaration,  which  was  publiflied  previous  to  the  taking 
place  of  the  treaty  of  ceflation,  is  narrated  the  quafliing  the  fubfcrip- 
tions  endeavored  by  the  committee ;  the  treatment  the  committee  met 
with  i  the  large  importation  of  Irifh  rebels  into  England,  enliftcd  in 
the  King's  army,  and  in  great  favor  at  Oxford.— By  the  teftimony  of 
Sir  William  Brereton,  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of  Chefter, 
there  landed,  in  June  1643,  many  Irifli  rebels  at  Werral  in  Chefhire, 
fome  whereof  acknowledged  they  had  wafhed  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  feveral  Englifti  and  Scotch  in  Ireland.     John  Dod,  an  Irifli  mi- 
nifter,  depofed  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  That,  during 
his  (lay  of  feven  weeks  at  Oxford,  he  faw  a  great  number  of  Irilh  re- 
bels, whom  he  very  well  knew  to  have  had  a  hand  in  the  moft  barba- 
rous aftiohs  of  that  rebellion  \  as  the  daftiing  of  fmall  infants  in  pieces, 
the  ripping  up  women  with  child,  and  the  like  :  Among  thefe  was 
one  Thomas  Brady,  who,  at  Turbet  in  Ireland,  within  feven  miles 
where  the  faid  Dod  lived,  as  thirty-fix  old  men,  women,  and  children, 
not  able  to  flee,  were  pafling  over  a  bridge,  caufed  them  to  be  thrown 
into  the  water,  where  they  were  all  drowned  •,  that  this  Brady  was  now 
at  Oxford,  in  great  favor,  and  ferjeant-major  to  colonel  Piercy's  re- 
giment i  that  he  faw  there  three  Francifcan  friars,  and  three  Jefuits, 
who  had  lifted  themfelves  in  the  lord  Dillon's  troop,  and  were  called 
cornets  •,  that  there  were  daily  and  public  meetings  at  mafs  in  every 
ftreet  there  •,  that  Sir  John  Dunjgan,  a  man  accufed  of  high-treafon 
in  Ireland,  who  fleS  into  England,  had  a  commifllon  for  a  troop  of 
horfe,  with  the  lord  Barnewall  of  Trimblefton  and  his  fon,  and  a  fon 
of  the  lord  Netterville ;  that,  as  near  as  he  could  compute,  there  were 
then  at  Oxford  above  three  thoufand  rebels  -,  and  that  mofl:  of  the 
King's  life-guard  were  Irifli.     It  is  worth  notice,  that  thefe  tranfadtions 
paft  during  the  time  lord  Falkland  fcrved  the  King  at  Oxford  as  fecrc- 
tary  of  fl:ate. 
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Strength  of 
the  King  and 
parliament* 


Strength  of  the  King  and  parliament. Death  and  character  of 

2,ir,  Pym. The  Kingfummons  an  affembly  of  peers  and  other 

members  of  parliament  at  Oxford. Proceedings  of  the  parlia- 
ment.  and  the  Oxford  affembly, Frultlefs  negoclatlon  of  the 

count  ofUarcourt, Invafton  of  the  Scots, Military  ope- 

^^f,^ns, Dlflreffes  of  the  earl  of  Effex  and  his  army. 

Battle  of  Marfion-Moor, 77j?  cities  of  York  and  Newcajlle 

taken  by  the  parliament' s  forces. Second  battle  of  Newberry. 

Propofitlons  of  peace. Treaty  at  Uxbrldge. Trial, 

execution,  and  character  of  Laud, 

THE  parliament,  by  dallying   with   their  advan- 
Cages,  had   given  the   King  an   opportunity  to 
raife  himfelf  from  a  condition  which  had  excited  their 
contempt,  to  a  pitch  of  power  formidable  to  his  own 
party.     But  for  the  fiege  of  Glocefter,  the  Liberty  of 
Great  Britain  had  been  extindl ;   and  though  that  me- 
morable interruption  had  checked  the  high  career  of 
the  King's  fortune,  at  this  period  he  was  more  than 
upon  an  even  footing  with  his  adverfaries  :  With  five 
armies  in  the  field,  all  the  northern  parts  of  England, 
except  Hull  in  Yorkfhire,  were  fubje^  to  his  autho- 
rity  ;  in  the  Weft,  Plymouth  alone   (with  two  fmall 
fifhing-towns,  Poole  and  Lyme)  rcfiftcd  the  power  of 
his  arms  ;  the  whole  principality  of  Wales,  except  the 
maritime  towns  of  Pembrokelhire,  were  at  his  devo- 
tion ;  and   in  Shropfhire,    Chefliire,   and  Lancafliire, 
the  parliament  were  not  ftrong. 
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Besides  the  accidents  of  war,  this  affembly  had,  Ann.^  1644. 
by  the  more  common  courfe  of  nature,  received  this  Jj}^"^,*^^^^ 
year  a  confiderable  lofs   in  the   death  of  their  illuf- 
trious  memjDcr  John  Pym,  who  incurred  a  prenrature  Ruthworth, 
mortality  by  the  exceffive  fatigues  of  body  and  mind  p°  376,*&  feq. 
he  had  undergone  in  the  fervice  of  the  public.      As 
his  patriotifm  and   integrity  were  of   the  moft  exem- 
plary kind,  and  his  merits  to  his  party  highly  emi- 
nent, his  death  was  very  univerfally  lamented  by  the 
parliament  and  their  adherents,  and  furniflied  equal 
matter   of    rejoicing    to    the    royalifts  ;  who,   among 
many  impotent  attempts  to  fully  his  unblemifhed  fame, 
proclaimed   him  a  monument  of  divine   vengeance, 
and  that  he  was  ftricken  with  that  loathfome  difeafe 
called   the   morbm   pedlculofis  :    It  was  part  of  the   fu- 
perftition  of  this   age  to   afcribe   every  extraordmary 
incident  to  the  fpecial  providence  of  God  :  To  refute, 
therefore,  this  idle  report,  the  dead  body  of  Mr.  Pynt 
was  for  fome  time  expofed  to  public  view  ;  and  after- 
wards interred  in  Weftminfter-Abbey,  to  which  place 
he  was  carried  by  fix   members  of  the  lower   houfe^ 
and  attended  by  moft  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  fit- 
ting at  Weftminfter  * Attention  to  the  bufinefs  of 

the  commonwealth  had  fo  entirely  engroffed  the  whole 
man,  that  his  private  fortune,  equally  negkaed  with 
his  health,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe  was  at  fo  low 
an  ebb,  that  the  parliament  expended  a  confiderable. 

•  The  houfc  of  Commons  paffed  an  order,  That  a  monument 
fliould  be  prepared  for  him  at  the  cxpence  of  the  commonwealth ;  that 
he  Ihould  be  interred  in  Weftminfter-Abbey,  without  any  charge  for 
breaking  open  the  ground  •,  and  that  Jthc  fpeaker,  with  the  whole  houfe, 
fhouW  accompany  his  body  to  interment.     Jcurmls  of  thi  Commons. 
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fum    in   the    payment    of  his    debts  *  ;  an  evidence 
which,  with  frugal  manners   and  fimplicity   of  life 
(the  chara^eriftic  of  the  party),  was  of  itfelf  fufficient 
to   confute   the    calumnies  of  his  enemies,  who  ac- 
eufed  him  of  railing  confiderable  fums  by   the  ac- 
ceptance of  bribes,  and    other  difhoneft   practices  f  * 
Before  the  tribunal  of  parliament  he  had  been  excul- 
p!*37^I  &  fcq.  pated  from  the  fcandal  which  the  royalifls  would  have 
fixed  upon  him  j  but  he  was  fo  far  moved  with  their 
malignity  as  to  publifli,  a  little  while  before  his  death, 
a  Vindication   of  his  Condud.      In  this,  with  much 
modefty  of  language  and  fentiment,  he  compares  his 
fate  to  that  of  the  Roman  Cicero :  "  I   will  not,  fays 
he,  be  fo  arrogant  as  to  parallel  myfclf  to   that  wor- 
thy -,  yet  my  cafe,  if  we   may  compare  lefTer  things 
with    great,  hath  to  his   a  very   near   refemblance  ; 
the  feafon  I  am  fo  much  maligned  and  reproached 
by  ill-afFedled   perfons    being,  becaufe   I   have   been 
forward  in    advancing   the   affairs   of  the  kingdom, 
and  have  been  taken  notice  of  for  that  forwardnefs  ; 
they  out  of  their  malice  converting   that  K)  a  vice, 
which,  without    boafl   be    it    fpoken,    I    cfteem    my 
greateft  virtue."     Mr.  Pym,  from  his   experience  in 
the  forms  of  parliament,  his  knowledge  of  the  law 
and    conflitution,  his    powers   of   argument,  oratory, 
and  elocution,  and  his  known  honelly  and  integrity ,^ 

•  The  Commons  undertook  to  pay  all  the  debts  of  Mr.  Pym,  not 
exceeding  ten  thoufand  pounds.  This  was  a  very  munificent  donation, 
confidering  the  prefent  neceffities  of  the  parliament.  Journals  ef  the 
Commons. 

■f-  Befides  his  private  fortune,  he  enjoyed  a  falary  from  his  office  of 
nuiler  of  the  ordnance.  • 
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enjoyed  an  unrivalled  authority  in  the  lower  houfe  *.  Ann.  1644. 

Arrnrding  to  the  account  given  by  Anthony  Wood,  wood'« 
an  author  fliamefully  prejudiced  againft  all  thofe  who  f^^iTj,  ^^ 
affeded  the   popular  caufe,  Mr.  Pym  was,  at  a  very  &feq- 
early  period  of  life,  admired  for   the   pregnancy  of 
his  parts,  and  was  flyled  by  Fitz-Geoffrey,  the  poet, 
Vhcthi  delici^y  Lepos  puelli.     The  fame  author  informs  us, 
that  to  Somerfetfhire  belongs  the  honor  of  his  birth  -, 
and  that  he  left  behind  him  of  literary  performances, 
befides  his  fpeeches  in  parliament,  A  Vindication  from 
the  Afperfions  of  Malignants  *  ;  a  tracfl,  entitled,  The 
Kingdom's  Manifeftation  f  ;  and  other  works. 

Whilst  the  parliament  rewarded  every  degree  of 
merit  with  a  liberal  hand,  they  were  no  lefs  fevere 
and  impartial  in  the  punifliment  of  offences  :  Natha- 
niel Fiennes,  a  man  of  great  eftimation  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  both  for  his  own  perfonal  endowments, 
and  his  father  the  lord  Say's  reputation,  was,  by  the 
determination  of  a  court  of  war,  condemned  to  lofe 
his  head  for  cowardice  of  condu(5t  in  the  defence  of 
Briftol  ;  and  though  he  obtained  a  pardon  from  the 
general,  yet  (being  incapacitated  from  ferving  in  the 
army)  he  fubmitted  to  a  temporary  banifliment  till 

♦  Lord  Clarendon,  to  fupport  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Pym  had  the 
contrary  vice  to  thefe  virtues,  mentions  his  having  preferved  feveral' 
perfons  from  cenfure,  who  were  under  the  fevere  difpleafure  of  the 
two  houfes,  as  a  fufpicious  circumftance  that  he  had  accepted  bribes. 
Thus  acrimonioufly  partial  is  this  author  againft  all  thofe  who  aded  in 
oppofition  to  his  views  and  intereft.     Clar,  Hifi,  vol.  H.  p.  353. 

*  Quarto,  London,  1643.  f  London,  1643. 
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Ann.  1644.  the  fhame  attending  his  fentencc  was  a  little  effaced 
from  the  memory  of  the  public.  A  difciplinc  thus 
fevere  and  juft,  as  it  made  the  parli'ament  terrible  to 
their  enemies,  fo  it  infpired  their  partizans  with  the 
utmofl  reverence  and  devotion. 


The  King  '^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  vcncratiou  very  generally  paid  to  this 

armbTv  o?   aflembly,  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  name  of  parlia- 
peers  and      mcut  to  kvy  thofc  large  fums  which  were  necefTarvr 

other  mem-      r  i_  r    •  • 

bcrsofpariia-ror  the  eulumg  important  campaign,  the    King   had 
oTfotd.       fummoned  to  Oxford  all  the  members  of  either  houfe 

« 

who  adhered  to  his  intereft.  As  it  had  been  intimated 
to  him,  that  there  was  no  probability  the  two  houfes 
at  Weflminiler  would  ever  treat  with  the  members 
which  fhould  meet  at  Oxford,  and  that  he  might  ex- 
pei5t   great  advantages  from  their   refufal,  a  letter  *, 

•  Lord  Clarendon  tells  us.  That  the  King,  on  being  adviied  to  the 
expedient  of  calling  the  members  to  Oxford,  was  at  firft  in  fome  ap-^ 
prchenfion  that  fuch  a  conflux  of  perfons,  who  would  look  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  parliament  in  their  debates,  might,  inftead  of  doing  him 
fervice,  do  many  things  contrary  to  it ;  and  exceedingly  apprehended, 
that  they  would  immediately  enter  upon  fome  treaty^of  peace  which 
would  have  no  effed:,  yet,  whilft  it  was  in  fufpence,  would  hinder  his 
preparations  for  the  war :  «  And  though  nobody,  fays  lord  Claren- 
don, more  defired  peace  than  the  King,  yet  he  had  no  mind  that  a 
multitude  Ihould  be  confulted  upon  the  conditions  of  it."  The  fame 
author  afferts,  That  the  following  arguments  obviated  the  King's  ob- 
jedion  ;  viz.  that  the  perfons  who  had  the  duty  to  obey  his  majefty's 
fummons  could  be  none  but  fuch  as  had  already  abfented  themfelves 
from  Weftminfter,  and,  having  thereby  incurred  the  refentment  of 
thofe  who  remained  there,  would  not  bring  ill  and  troublefome  hu- 
mors with  them  to  difturb  that  fervice  which  could  only  prefcrve  them  • 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  unite  and  confpire  together  to  make  the 
King  fuperior  to  his  and  their  enemies  :  And  as  to  the  advancing  any 
propofitions  to  peace  (which  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  they  would 
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figned  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of  York,  forty-  Ann.  1644. 
three  lords,   and  an  hundred  and  eighteen  profcribed  Proceedings 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  was  fent  to  the  ment\nd^thp 
earl  of  EfTex,  purporting.  That  it  was  their  earned  defire  ^mbfy.*^" 
fome  perfons  fhould  be  appointed,  on  either  part,  to 
treat  of  fuch  a  peace  as  might  yet  redeem  their  coun- 
try from  the  brink  of  ruin.     The  earl  of  E^Tex,  by 
the  directions  of  the  committee  of  flate,  returned  the 
following   anfwer :  That  he  could  not   communicate 
the  letter  he  had  received  to  the  alTembly  of  parlia- 
ment, becaufe  it  was  neither  addrefled  to  them,  nor 
they  acknowledged  in  it.     To  carry  on  the  farce  con-  ^    „ 
certed   between  the   Kins:   and  his  council,  a  fecond  ^"J'^T?' 

*-'  -  Hulbands's 

letter  was  written  to  the  earl  of  EfTex,  defiring  a  fafe-  Coikaious, 
conduct  to  Weflminfler  for  two  mefTengers,  defigned 
to  be  fent  by  the  King  concerning  a  treaty  of  peace. 
As  there  was  the  fame  fludied  affectation  to  avoid 
mentioning  the  parliament  in  this  fecond  letter  as  in 
the  firfl,  the  anfwer  returned  was.  That,  when  a  fafe- 
condu(5l  for  the  King's  mefTengers  fhould  be  demanded 
of  the  two  houfes,  the  earl  of  Effex  would  fhew  his 
willingnefs  to  farther  any  way  which  might  produce 
a  good  underflanding  between  his  majefty  and  his> 
faithful  and  only  council  the  parliament.  , 


be  inclined  to,  nor  would  it  be  fit  for  his  majefty  to  oppofc),  there 
could  be  no  inconvenience,  fince  their  appearing  in  it  would  but  draw 
reproach  from  thofe  at  Weftminfter,  who  would  never  give  them  any 
anfwer,  nor  look  upon  them  under  any  notion  but  as  private  perfons 
and  deferters  of  the  parliament,  without  any  qualification  to  treat  or 
to  be  treated  with  j  which  would  provoke  thofe  at  Oxford,  and  by  de- 
grees ftir  up  more  animofities  between  them.  Clar,  Hiji,  vol.  II.  p.  3iS' 
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Ann.  1644.  This  refufal  produced  from  the  King  a  meffagc 
directed  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  fitting  at  Weft- 
minfter  :  But  as  he  took  care,  in  his  offers  to  treat 
of  peace,  to  fignify  that  his  conducft  in  this  point 
was  diredted  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  affembled 
at  Oxford,  and,  according  to  a  previous  affertion  in 
his  proclamation  of  fummons  *,  infmuated  that  the 
tv/o  houfes  litting  at  Weflminfter  were  not  a  legal 
convention,  the  parliament  refufed  all  treaty  upon 
fuch  terms  : — They  would  never  own,  they  faid,  the 
members  who  had  deferted  them.  Moreover,  they 
thought  themfelves  bound  to  let  his  majefty  know, 
that,  as  their  continuance  as  a  parliament  was  fettled 
by  law,  they  were  refolvcd  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes to  maintain  their  juft  rights  and  power  ;  and 
did  befeech  "him  to  be  affured,  that  his  royal  and 
hearty  concurrence  would  be  the  moft  effedlual  and 
ready  means  to  procure  a  firm  and  lafting  peace,  and 
of  begetting  a  right  underilanding  between  his  ma- 
jefty and  his  people  ;  without  whkh  his  moft  earneft 
profeffions,  and  their  moft  real  intentions,  concern- 
ing the  fame,  muft  neceffarily  be  fruftrated  :   "  And 

•  The  King  had  iflued  out  two  proclamations  on  the  fubjccn:  of 
-  •  fummoning  the  members  of  parliament  to  Oxford.     The  firft   was 

publifhed  on  the  twentieth  of  June  1643  ;  it  forbad  obedience  to  the 
parliament  at  Weflminfter,  and  offered  pardon  to  the  members  of 
both  houfes,  with  exceptions.  The  fecond  was  publifhed  on  the 
threatened  invafion  of  the  Scots,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  December 
in  the  fame  year  1643  -,  and  offered  pardon  to  all  the  members  of  either 
houfe  who  fhould  appear  at  the  city  of  Oxford  before  or  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  January.  Pari.  Hift.  vol,  XII.  p.  303,  (sf/eq.  vol.  XIII. 
p.  4,  (f^/q, 
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in   cafe,  added  they,  your   majefty's  three  kingdoms  Ann.  1644. 
fhould  by  reafon  thereof  remain  in  this  fad  and  bleed- 
ing   condition,  tending   to  their   ruin,  your  majefty 
cannot  be  the  laft  nor  the  leaft  fufferer." 

The  affcmbly  at  Oxford,  exulting  in  what  they 
termed  their  repeated  folicitations  for  peace,  pub- 
lifhed two  long  declarations :  One  contained  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  fore-mentioned  proceeding ;  and  the  other, 
with  many  acrimonious  afperfions  on  the  condud:  of 
the  parliament,  tended  to  prove  it  no  free  convention. 
Thefe  performances  are  fo  frivolous  and  quibbling,  fo 
fluffed  with  contradidions  *,  and  fo  like  thofe  which 
had  been  already  fet  forth  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  that 
it  was  eafy  to  difcern  from  what  particular  quarter 
they  came.  The  parliament,  on  their  fide,  publifhed 
a  manifefto,  wherein  they  fhewed,  from  the  ftyle  of 
the  letters  written  to  the  earl  of  Effex,  from  expref- 
fions  in  the  Ring's  late  meffage,  and  efpecially  from 
an  intercepted  letter  of  the  lord  Digby  f,  that,  under 

♦  To  fix  on  their  antagonrfls  the  imputation  of  treafon,  the  afTembly 
at  Oxford  lay  down  pofitions  which  forbid,  on  any  occafion,  oppofi-  • 

tion  to  the  King  •,  and  then  contradidorily  afTert,  that  they  will  defend 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom, 
and  particularly  the  ftatutes  pafled  in  the  beginning  of  this  parliament. 
The  fame  abfurdities  are  to  be  found  in  the  anfwer  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Northumberland  to  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms  rftarch- 
ing  with  the  Scotch  army  :  It  was  the  ftyle  of  all  the  King's  publica- 
tions, and  the  univerfal  jargon  of  his  party.  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XIII. 
P-  39'  ^M'  V-57^  ^ M- 

f  This  letter  calls  the  parliament  "  a  pretended  parliament ;"  and 
lays,  That  to  be  admitted  by  the  King  for  fomewhat  more  confider- 
able  than  he  hath  a  long  time  owned  them  for,  is  a  point  which  his 
majefty  may  not  fuffer  them  to  gain,  without  fubverting  the  grounds 
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the  fpecious  color  of  propofing  peace,  a  fnare  had 
been  laid  to  engage  them  tacitly  to  difavow  their 
power  and  authority  ■  On  the  firil  meeting  of  the 
Oxford  aflembly,  they  pafTcd  fomc  angry  votes  againfl 
the  Scots  ;  and,  on  the  refufal  of  the  two  houfes  at 
Weflminfler  to  treat,  they  likewife  voted,  That  all 
thofe  Lords  and  Commons  yet  remaining  at  Wefl- 
minfler, who  had  confcnted  to  the  raifmg  forces  un- 
der the  command  of  the  earl  of  EfTcx,  or  to  the  mak- 
ing and  ufmg  a  new  great  feal,  or  had  been  abetting, 
aiding,  and  aflifling  to  the  invafion  of  the  Scots,  were 
guihy  of  treafon. 

These  refolutions  pafTcd,  the  afTembly  proceeded 
to  the  more  important  bufmefs  for  which  they  were 
fummoned :  They  made  a  kind  of  grant  to  the  King 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  way 
of  loan  ;  and,  following  the  example  which  the  par- 
liament had  fet  them,  laid  an  excife  on  beer,  wine, 
and  other  commodities  *. 


Notwithstanding  the  zeal  which  this  afTembly 
had  manifefled  for  the  King's  fcrvice,  the  harmony 
and  confidence  which  appeared  beetwen  them  was 
far   from  real:  The   King  had   in   vain  importuned 

of  alLhis  late  proceedings  againft  them,  and  that  which  he  now  went 
upon,  viz.  the  calling  a  parliament  at  Oxford  ;  upon  the  eflfed  whereof 
all  the  eyes  of  the  kingdom  were  fixed.     Pari  Hiji,  vol.  XIII.  p.  3. 

♦  The  parliament  at  this  time  pafled  a  whimfical  ordinance,  enjoin- 
ing every  family  within  the  bills  of  mortality  to  forbear,  for  three 
months,  one  meal  a  week,  and  to  contribute  its  value  to  the  public 
OccarK>ns. 
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them  to  afTume  to  themfelves  folely  the  name  of  the  Ann.  1644. 
parliament  of  England  *,  or  to  declare  the  afTembly  at 
Weflminfler  an  illegal  convention  ;  and  though  he  had 
again  and  again  recommended  to  them  an  entire  trufl 
and  confidence  in  him,  as  a  better  expedient  for  the 
peace  and  prefervation  of  the  kingdom  than  fears  and 
•  jealoufies,  yet  they  difcovered  fo  much  of  the  latter  of 
thefe  afFedlions,  as  to  petition  him  to  reprint  the  pro- 
teflation  he  had   made   at  the  head  of  his   army  at 
Wellington,  with  his  declarations   concerning  his  re- 
folutions to  maintain  and  defend   the  true  reformed 
Protefl:ant  religion  j   that  he  would  again  proinife  to 
call  a  national  fynod,  to  eflablifh  the  government  and 
peace    of  the    church,  to  whom   fhould    be    recom- 
mended  a  care  for  the  eafe  of  tender  confciences  ; 
that  he  would  again  promife  to  keep  inviolable  the 
laws  of  the  land ;  that  he  would  declare  the  fincerity 
of  his  royal  heart  concerning  his  intention  to  confult 
often   with  parliaments ;  that   he   would   promife  to 
confent  to  an  ad  to   fecure  the  fubjed  from  -loans, 
taxes,  and   other   impofitions,  which  had   been  fub- 
mitted  to  as  exigencies  of  war  and  neceflity  ;  and  that 
he  would  retain   his  pious   endeavors  to   procure  the 

*  «  We  are  far  from  diflblving,  fays  this  afTembly  in  one  of  their 
declarations,  or  attempting  the  diflblution  of  this  parliament,  or  the 
violation  of  any  ad  made  and  confirmed  by  his  majefty's  royal  afient  in 
this  parliament."  This  prudence,  which  feems  newly  acquired  by  the 
party,  and  which  probably  proceeded  from  the  King's  declaration  after 
the  furrender  of  Briftol,  was  far  from  anfwering  his  hopes  or  intention 
of  invalidadng  the  ads  he  had  pafled,  on  the  prefumption  of  their 
having  been  obtained  by  illegal  methods.  He  refented  the  caution  of 
this  aflembly  fo  highly  as  to  term  them,  in  a  letter  to  his  queen,  his 
"  mungrel  parliament." 

Vol.  IV.'  p  peace 
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Ann.  1644.  peace  of  the  kingdom,  nor  fuffer  them  to  be  removed 
by  any  advantages,  or  profperous  fuccefs.  It  is  ma- 
nifefl  from  the  condud:  of  this  aflembly,  that  thougli 
they  had  exerted  their  utmoft  endeavors  to  fiipport  the 
royal  caufe,  yet,  in  their  own  judgment,  it  was  at 
the  peril  of  the  Liberties  of  the  conflitution,  whofe 
fecurity  they  facrificed  to  private  intereft,  paffion,  and< 

prejudice Having  finiihed  the  bufmefs   for  which 

they  were  fummoned,  they  were  prorogued,  on  the 
fixteenth  of  April  1644,  to  the  enfuing  month  of 
Ov5lober,  after  having  fat  near  three  months  *. 

Fruitiefs  ne.  Amongst  the  fruitlcfs  tcntativcs  for  a  peace,  which 
Sect"  of  ^o^l^l  rcinflate  the  King  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  pre- 
Harcourt,  rogativcs,  the  count  of  Harcourt  was  fent,  with  the 
title  of  ambaflador-extraordinary,  to  England.  After 
fome  conferences  had  pafled  between  him  and  the 
King,  he  fignified  in  writing  to  the  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, That,  having  propofed  to  his  majefty,  from 
the  king  and  queen-regent  of  France,  the  making  a 
peace  with  his  fubjeds,  he  found  him  difpofed  to 
enter  into  negociation }  and  that  if  both  houfes  would 

*  They  met  on  the  firft  of  January   1643.     The  houfe  of  Peers 
contained  twice  the  number  of  members  as  voted  at  Weftminfter ;  the 

houfe  of  Commons  confided  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty. On  the 

very  day  of  this  meeting,  there  was  a  call  of  both  houfes  at  Weft- 
minfter;  when,  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  remained  only  twenty-two 
members  ;  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  there  were  prefent  two  hundred 
and  eighty  -,  one  hundred  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  parlia- 
ment in  the  feveral  counties.  The  parliament  had  taken  the  advan- 
tage of  their  new  great  feal  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  members  of 
the  lower  houfe  who  had  deferted  the  fervice,  and  at  this  time  expelled 
fifty  of  their  members*    Wbiilock.    Pari  HiJ},  vol.  XIII.  p.  28. 

let 
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iet  him  (the  count  of  Harcourt)  know  the  caufe  Ann.  1644. 
which  had  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  arms, 
he  would  gladly  interpofe  to  pacify  differences,  by 
expedients  the  moft  conformable  to  the  ancient  laws, 
cuiloms,  and  ordinances  of  this  realm  which  could 
be  propofed  on  all  parts.  To  this  impertinent  inter- 
pofition  the  parliament  condefcendingly  anfwered  *, 
That  the  Lords  and  Commons  affembled  in  the  par- 
liament of  England  would  always  with  due  refpeifl: 
acknowledge  fuch  good  affedions  as  from  the  king 
his  mailer,  or  the  queen  his  miftrefs,  fhould  be  at  any 
time  expreffed  to  the  King  and  realm  of  England ;  that 
they  defired  nothing  more  than  fuch  a  peace  as  might 
as  well  procure  honor  and  happinefs  to  the  King,  as 
the  prefervation  of  the  true  reformed  religion,  the 
privileges  of  parliament,  and  the  Liberty  of  the  fub- 
je<fl ;  and  when  the  prince  D'Harcourt  fhould,  from 
and  in  the  name  of  the  king  his  mailer,  propofe  any 
thing  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  affembled  in  the 
parliament  of  England,  they  would  do  thereupon  that 
which  fliould  b^  fit,  and  which  fliould  juflify  their 
proceedings  to  all  the  world.      The  court  not  caring 

*  The  parliament,  on  two  different  occalions,  (hewed  great  fpirit  in 
their  condud  to  this  anabaflaaor.  Walter  Mountague,  a  Papift,  and 
one  of  the  queen's  moft  adive  agents,  attempted  a  paflage  to  Oxford, 
by  putting  hirafelf  in  a  difguifed  character  among  the  ambaffador's  re- 
tinue ;  but  he  had  not  been  landed  four-and-twenty  hours  before  he 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  the  parliament  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  deliver  him  up.  On  the  count  D'Harcourt's  fetting 
out  for  Oxford,  his  coach  and  baggage  were  fearched  for  letters ;  and 
his  packets  being  afterwards  prefented  to  the  parliament  for  the  ob- 
taining pafles  for  a  fafe-condud,  fome  fufpedted  letters  were  taken  out 
and  opened.     ParL  Hifl,  vol.  XII.  p.  413,  (2"  feq* 
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to  own  the  two  houfes  for  a  parliament,  no  creden- 
tials were  produced  ;  and  thus  finiihed  this  frivolous 
bufniefs  *. 

The  military  operations  of  this  year  were  begun 
by  the  Scots,  who,  having  entered  England  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1643,  very  early  in  the  fpring  fum- 
moned  the  town  of  Newcaftlc  to  furrender :  The  town 
of  Newcaflle  fcanding  upon  its  defence,  they  pafTed 
the  Tyne  and  advanced  forward.  The  marquis  of 
Newcaflle,  with  an  army  of  fourteen  thoufand  men, 

•  Clarendon  fays,  That  the  King  was  much  difappointed  in  the  cf- 
fe(fls  of  this  embafly ;  that  he  expedled  the  court  of  France  would  by 
this  ambaflador  have  made  a  brifk  declaration  on  his  behalf,  and,  if  the 
parliament  did  not  return  to  their  regular  obedience,  that  they  Ihould 
have  found  no  correfpondence  or  reception  in  that  kingdom ;  and 
that  they  would  really  aflift  his  majefty  in  fuch  manner  as  he  fhould 
propofe :  But  that,  contrary  to  thcfe  hopes,  the  ambafTador,  after  a 
journey  or  two  to  Oxford,  and  fome  perfunftory  addrefies  to  the  two 
houfes,  returned  to  France  re  infe£ia,  and  without  the  lead  exprefllon 
of  diflike,  on  his  mailer's  behalf,  of  their  proceeding.     We  are  told 
by  the  fame  author,  that  the  court  of  France  d^teroufly  avoided  en- 
tering into  a  league  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  with  the  King,  on  the  pre- 
text that  it  would  not  appear  a  generous  thing  to  prefs  the  King,  in  his 
diftrefs,  to  an  ad  which  he  had  made  fcruple  of  confenting  to  hereto- 
fore, when  both  crowns  were  equally  pi^fperous  -,  and  that  the  King's 
great  expectations  on  the  part  of  France  were  grounded  on  the  deceafes 
of  cardinal  Richelieu  and  his  matter,  the  late  king  of  France  ;  on  the 
change  of  the  French  miniftry,  and  the  perfonal  kindnefs  which  the 
queen-regent  had  expreffed  for  the  queen  of  England ;  on  the  revo- 
cation of  Monfieur  la  Ferte  Senneterre,  who  had  been  long  refident  in 
England,  and  ftrongly  connefled  with  the  parliament,  recalled  at  this 
time  by  tHe  particular  defire  of  Charles,  whofe  queen  was  compli- 
mented with  the  nomination  of  the  perfon  to  be  employed  in  his  plaoe. 
Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  308,  ^  feci. 
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harralTed  them  in  their  march  by  frequent  fkirmiflies,  Ann.  1644. 
and  at  length  retired  to  Durham.  To  this  place  he 
was  followed  by  the  Scots,  who  began  to  be  reduced 
to  difficulties  for  forage  and  provifion,  when,  on  the 
alarm  of  a  great  vidlory  gained  by  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
fax in  Yorkfhire,  the  eaYl  of  Newcaflle,  apprehenfive 
for  the  city  of  York,  and  that  himfelf  fhould  be  en- 
clofed  between  two  armies,  made  a  fudden  retreat. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  November  in  Military 
the  lafl  year,  when,   from  the  roughnefs  of  the   fea-  °^^""°"'- 
fon,  the   parliament's   fhips    could  no   longer   attend 
that  coafl,  a  large  number  of  Irifli,  both  Proteflants 
and  Papifls,  landed  at  Moflyn  in  North-Wales :   They 
had   been    fcnt  over   by    the  marquis   of  Ormond  to 
aflifl    the   King  ;   and  were  put  under  the  command 
of   the    lord    Byron  *.     After   taking  the    caflles    of 
Lewarden,  Beeflon,  Adon,  and  Dedington-Houfe,  they 
defeated  a  confiderable  body  6f  the  parliament  troops, 
gathered  together  at  Middlewich,  and  laid  fiege  to  Nant- 
wich,  the  only  remaining  place  which  held  for  the  par- 
liament. To  prevent  their  farther  progrefs,  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  afTembled,  in  Yorkfhire  and  the  adjacent  parts, 
an  army  of  three  thoufand  men,  and,  joining  with  Sir- 
William  Brereton,  and  other  fcattered  troops,, who  had 
been  routed  at  Middlewich,  advanced  to  Nantwich.  The 
royalifl   army,   infolent  with  their  vidories,  had  en- 
tertained a  profound  contempt  for  the  parliamentary 

•  The  Irifli  troops  were  notorious,  even  among  the  King's  forces, 
for  the  fpoil  and  cruelties  they  committed.     IVhitlock. 
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Ann.  1644.  forces,  and  carried  on  the  fiege  without  making  any 
motion  to  receive  the  enemy.  On  finding  that  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax  was  come  with  a  refolution  to  fight, 
they  began  to  draw  off;  but  a  fudden  thaw  fo  fwelled 
a  little  river  which  divided  their  army,  that  the  ge- 
neral, with  the  greateft  part  of  the  horfe  and  fome  of 
the  foot,  was  compelled  to  march  four  or  five  miles 
before  he  could  unite  his  forces  :  The  weaker  divi- 
fion  of  his  army  being  charged  by  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
fax on  the  one  fide,  and  by  the  town  on  the  other, 
was  immediately  broken ;  whilft  himfelf,  not  caring 
to  venture  an  encounter,  retired,  with  the  horfe  and 

foot  under  his   command,  to  Chefter Sir  Thomas 

Fairfax,  after  this  viiflory,  by  which  he  had  taken  pri- 
soners near  fifteen  hundred  common  foldiers  *,  with 
their  oiSicers,  returned   to  Yorkfhire,  where    he    at- 

Apriiu.  tacked  and  routed,  at  Selby,  colonel  Bellafis,  fon  to 
the  lord  Falconbridge,  whom  the  earl  of  NewcalUe 
had  left  with  a  confiderable  command.  This  was  the 
alarm  which  called  back  the  earl  of  Newcaflle  from 
attending  the  Scotch  army  ;  who  finding  themfelves 
at  liberty  to  advance,  joined  the  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  lord  Fairfax,  and  fat  down  before  the 
city  of  York. 

•  The  Irifli  forces,  on  whofe  affiftance  in  this  campaign  the  King 
had  fo  much  depended,  and  for  which  he  had  hurried  on  the  ceflation, 
never  did  him  the  fmalleft  fervice,  but  were  all  cut  off  and  difperfed 
ift  different  places.  Befides  the  numbers  who  were  deftroyed  and 
taken  priibners  in  this  engagement,  fifteen  hundred  were  caft  away  at 
fea  i  and  a  great  many  of  thofe  who  were  not  Papifts  refufed  to  fight 
againit  their  feUow  Proteftants,  and  joined  the   parliament  forces. 
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S I R  Ralph  Hopton,  now  made  a  peer,  with  an  Aon.  1644. 
army  of  fix  thoufand  men,  encouraged  by  a  party  of 
malecontents,  endeavored  to  break  into  Sufifex,  Kent, 
and  the  fouthern  aflTociation ;  but  was  met  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Waller  at  Cherington-Down,  between  Farnham 
and  Winchefler,  and  received  a  confiderable  defeat. 

By  the  zeal  of  the  city,  which  had  never  failed  the 
party  on  any   important   occafion,  the   forces   under 
the  commands  of   the   earl  of  EfiTex  and  Sir  William 
Waller  were  completed  on  a  better  footing  than  had 
been  eflabliflied  by   ordinance  * ;   and  as    the  King's 
army  was   confidcrably   lefTened  and  difheartened  by 
the  defeat  of  the  lord  Hopton  f,  and  the  parliament 
having  now  nothing  to    fear  from  his   party  in   the 
North,  they  gave  their  two  generals,  Effex  and  Wal- 
ler, directions  to  march  with  their   combined  forces 
to  Oxford,  and  either  to  fight  the  King,  or,  if  he  Ihut 
himfelf  up  in  that  city,  to  lay  fiege  to  it ;  and  thus, 
by  one  enterprize,  to  put  a  period  to  the  war.      Con- 
trary to  a  former  council,  in  which  it  had   been  re- 
folved  to  reinforce  the  garrifons  of  Oxford,  Walling- 
ford,  Abingdon,  Reading,  and  Banbury,  with  the  foot, 
whilll  a  flying  party  of  horfe  fliould  keep  about  Ox- 

•  The  army  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  EfTex  confifted  of 
twelve  thoufand  foot  and  three  thoufand  horfe ;  and  that  under  the 
command  of  Sir  William  Waller,  of  feven  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen 
hundred  horfe  ami  dragoons. 

t  The  lord  Hopton's  army  confifted  of  troops  drawn  out  of  feveral 
garrifons,  two  Irifli  regiments  of  foot,  two  regiments  raift^d  by  Sir  John 
Berkeley  in  Devonfhire,  and  a  large  detachment  from  the  army  which 
attended  the  King. 
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Ann.  1644.  t\>rd,  and  the  remainder  be  fent  to  reinforce  the  army 
under  prince  Maurice  in  the  Weft,  the  King,  on  the 
fame  of  tlie  great  preparations  made  by  the  parlia- 
ment, drew  his  garrifon  out  of  Reading,  and  demo- 
liflied  its  fortifications  ;  and,  with  the  addition  of 
thefe  troops,  retired  to  his  quarters  at  Oxford  *.  The 
carl  of  EiTex,  after  fending  out  a  party  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  Reading,  advanced  to  Abingdon,  which 
being  immediately  abandoned  by  the  King's  foot, 
and  Waller  making  the  fame  advances  on  the  other 
fide,  Oxford  became  enclofed  between  the  two  armies. 
The  King,  who  was  now  regarded  as  a  prifoner,  tak- 
ing the  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  dexteroufly  pafifed 
between  the  enemies'  forces,  and,  with  his  whole 
party  of  horfe  and  a  fmall  body  of  foot,  marched 
firft  to  North  Lye,  from  thence  to  Bourton  on  the 
Water,  and  by  Evefham  to  Worcefter.  In  cafe  the 
King  left  Oxford,  the  parliament  had  directed  the 
carl  of  EfiTex  to  follow  him  with  his  army,  and  Wal- 
ler to  march  into  the  Weft ;  but,  contrary  to  thefe 
orders,  EfiTex  left  the  purfuit  of  the  King  to  Waller, 
and  took  upon  himfelf  to  profecute  the  wcftern  ex- 
pedition. Whilft  the  two  generals  were  difputing 
this  bufinefs,  they  fuflfered  the  King  to  get  two  full 
'  days  march  of  them  ;  but  at  length  Waller,  though 
he  complained  bitterly  of  Efi^ex's  ufage,  prepared  him- 
felf for  the  fervice ;  and  in  his  purfuit  of  the  enemy 
took  Sudley-Caftle,  an  houfe  belonging  to  the  lord 
Chandois,    with    two    hundred    and    fifty    prifoners. 

♦  With  the  addition  of  the  Reading  garrifon,    the  King's  army 
amounted  to  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe. 
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Charles,  after  refrefliing  his  little  army  at  Worcefter,  Ann.  1644. 
went  to  Bewdley,  and,  amufing  Waller  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  he  intended  to  march  to  Shrewfbur}% 
where  his  intereft  was  ftrong,  and  where  he  could 
eafily  join  prince  Rupert,  returned  back  to  Oxford, 
leaving  Waller,  who,  on  the  King's  feint,  had  marched 
to  Shrewfbury,  two  days  journey  behind  him,  in  a 
heavy  country. 

The  King's  fituation  was  now  fo  entirely  altered, 
that,  after  reinforcing  his  army  from  the  garrifon  at 
Oxford,  he  went,  in  his  turn,  in  purfuit  of  Waller. 
The  two  armies  met,  and  fought  at  Cropedy-Bridge, 
near  Banbury  ;  when  the  King  gained  fo  confiderablc 
an  advantage  *,  that,  having  difabled  Waller  from 
any  farther  purfuit,  he  marched  after  EfiTex  into  the 
Weft,  to  free  the  queen  from  the  apprehenfion  of  be- 
ing befieged  in  Exeter,  to  which  place  flie  had  retired 
to  avoid  a  fimilar  fate  at  Oxford, 

In  the  Weft,  the  earl  of  EfiTex  had  obliged  prince 
Maurice  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Lyme  f  j  and,  finding  no 
equal  oppofition,  reduced  Dorchefter,  Weymouth, 
Taunton,  and  Barnftable  to  the  obedience  of  the  par- 
liament.    On  the  report  of  the  King's  motions,  EfiTex, 

*  *  Clarendon  fays.  That  the  diftruft  the  King  had  of  the  temper  of 
his  own  army,  prevented  him  from  purfuing  his  advantage  over  Waller 
to  a  complete  viftory.     Clar.  Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  387. 

f  A  fmall  town,  before  which  he  had  in  vain  confumed  a  confider- 
ablc portion  of  time.  The  parliament  complimented  this  town  with  a 
gratuity  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  reward  for  the  brave  defence 
they  had  made.     WbitUch 
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Ann.  1644,  contrary  to  his  better  judgment,  inflcad  of  advancing; 
forward  to  meet  the  royal  army,  on  the  advice  of 
his  field-marfhal,  the  lord  Roberts,  whofe  ellate  lay 
all  in  Cornwall,  and  who  pofitively  affirmed  the  Cor- 
nifh  men  would  take  the  firil  favorable  opportunity 
to  declare  for  the  parliament,  retired  into  that  country, 
*  whither  he  was  followed  by  the  King ;  who,  having 
reinforced  his  army  from  all  quarters,  and  particularly 
by  the  Cornifli  people,  on  whom  ElTcx  had  been  per- 
fuaded  to  depend,  became  infinitely  fuperior  to  the 
enemy,  whom  he  foon  found  means  to  enclofe  in  a 
narrow  corner  of  the  country,  about  Leftithiel.  Ef- 
DJftreffcs  of  fex,  deprived  of  forage  and  provifion,  and  prelTed  on 
Eflexand  all  fidcs  by  the  royal  forces,  was  reduced  to  the  lad 
IS  army.  extremities  :  On  feeing  no  hopes  of  fuccor,  himfelf  and 
fome  of  the  principal  officers  efcaped  in  a  boat  to  Ply- 
mouth. Balfour,  with  the  horfe,  through  the  neg- 
ligence or  treachery  of  the  King's  guards,  by  the 
advantage  of  a  mill,  got  fafely  to  the  parliament 
garrifons  ;  but  the  foot  under  Skippon  were  obliged 
to  furrender  their  arms,  artillery,  baggage,  and  am- 
munition * ^The  King  had  taken  the  advantage  of 

the  extremities  to  which  he  had  reduced  the  earl  of 
Eflex,  to  tempt  him  from  his  fidelity  to  the  parlia- 
ment :  With  the  moll  flattering  aiTurances  of  royal 
favor,  a  meflenger  was  fent  to  perfuade  him  to  a 
conjunction  with  the  King  j  and,  though  he  returned 

♦  On  Skippon's  obferving  thatfomc  of  his  men,  contrary  to  articles, 
were  pillaged  by  the  royalifts,  he  rode  up  to  the  King,  and  told  him. 
That  the  non-performance  of  his  articles  was  againft  his  honor  and 
juftice  ;  and  withal  rcquefted  him  to  give  orders  to  reftrain  his  troops. 
n'titlock. 
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anfwer  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a  treaty  without  Aon.  1644. 
a  commiffion  from  the  parliament,  yet,  two  days  af- 
ter, another  letter,  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  attended 
v/ith  the  fame  fuccefs,  was  fent  him,  figned  by  prince 

Maurice    and    all    the    general    officers  * Colonel 

Middleton,  with  two  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe  and 
dragoons,  had  been  detached  by  the  committee  of  the 
two  kingdoms  to  the  relief  of  EfTex,  but  came  too  late 
to  prevent  his  difgrace ;  which,  at  this  time,  for 
politic  reafons,  was  fo  little  refented  by  the  parlia- 
ment, that,  notwithftanding  the  provocations  he  had 
given  them  by  refufing  to  obey  their  repeated  orders 
to  defift  from  his  weftern  enterprize,  when  the  news 
arrived  of  his  defeat,  they  voted  him  thanks  for  his 
fidelity,  courage,  and  conduct. 

The  King's  management,  from  the  time  he  was 
furrounded  by  his  enemies  in  Oxford  to  the  defeat  of 
the  earl  of  Eflex,  was  in  no  degree  inferior  to  any  mi- 
litary genius  which  had  been  difplayed  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war.  But  whilft  he  was,  with 
fuccefs  and  ability,  flruggling  with  the  fuperior  power 

*  Wilmot,  lieutenant-general  of  the  King's  horfe,  who  had  been 
lately  created  a  peer,  was  arretted  at  the  head  of  the  troops  he  com- 
manded, and  fent  prifoner  to  Exeter,  for  having  promoted  among  the 
officers  a  petition  for  peace,  and  for  having  held  correfpondence  with 
the  earl  of  Effex,  informing  him  of  the  ftrong  difpofition  there  was  in 
the  King's  army  for  an  accommodation.  This  treatment  of  Wilmot, 
who  was  a  great  favorite  of  the  army,  and  whom  it  was  thought  Charles 
had  a  lurking  refentmcnt  againft,  produced  from  the  officers  an  addrefs, 
defiring  his  majefty  would  inform  them  of  the  crimes  with  which  Wil- 
mot was  accufed.  Clarendon  owns  that  the  King  had  not  forgiven 
Wilmot  the  part  he  had  adled  againft  the  earl  of  Strafford. 
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Aj»n.  1644.  of  his  enemies  in  the  South  and  Weft,  his  afTairs  were 
ruined  in  the  North,  from  the  intemperate  raflinefs 
of  his  own  party,  and  the  greater  dexterity  and  zeal 
of  his  adverfarics.  The  lord  Willoughby  of  Parham 
and  Sir  John  Meldrum,  with  an  army  of  five  thoufand 
men,  laid  fiege  to  Newark  (a  confiderable  town  in 
Nottinghamfhire)  ;  whilft  three  armies,  under  the  earl 
of  Levcn,  the  earl  of  Manchefter,  and  the  lord  Fairfax, 
blockaded  the  city  of  York.  The  royalifts,  unable 
to  draw  any  party  into  the  field  ftrong  enough  to  refift 
the  power  of  their  enemies,  had  recourfe  to  prince 
Rupert,  who,  marching  from  Chcfter  with  feven  thou- 
fand men,  advanced  fo  quickly  to  Newark,  that  he 
furprifed  the  enemies'  army,  and,  after  killing  five 
hundred  of  them,  obliged  the  reft  to  furrender  their 
fire-arms,  and  to  depart  without  carriage  or  baggage. 
Gainfborough,  Lincoln,  and  Slyford,  on  the  fame  of 
this  vi<5lory,  were  quitted  to  him  by  the  parliament's 
forces.  He  relieved  Latham-Houfe,  which  had  been 
befieged  by  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men,  and  de- 
fended by  the  countefs  of  Derby  eighteen  weeks ; 
reduced  Bolton,  where  he  barbaroufly  put  the  garri- 
fon  to  the  fvvord  ;  feized  Liverpool  without  refiftance ;. 
and  from  thence  advanced  to  York,  with  an  army  en- 
creafed  to  ten  thoufand  men.  The  marquis  of  New- 
caftle  *,  after  having  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiege  feven  or  eight  days,  by  overtures  of  a  treaty  on 
high  conditions,  began  to  be  reduced  to  great  neccf- 
fities  ;  when,  on  the  thirtieth  of  Jime,  he  had  intel- 
ligence that  prince  Rupert  was  marching  to  his  aflift- 


•  Made  a  marquis  the  twenty- fcventh  of  Oftober  in  the  laft  year^ 
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ance :  The   three  parliament  generals,  uniting  their  Adb.  164+. 
armies,  retired  to  Marfton-Moor  ;  and  thus    leaving 
two  fides  of  York  open  for  the   reception   of  troops, 
provifion,  and  ammunition,  did  eflfeaually  raife  the 
fiege.     It  is  reported,  that  there  was  at  this  time  great 
animofities  between  them ;  that  the  untowar^ly  man- 
ners  of  the  Scots,  with  their  infatiable  avarice,  had 
rendered  them  very  odious  to  their  comrades ;  that, 
being  difappointed  of  the  plunder  they  had  expedted, 
they  began  to  talk  of  returning  to  their  own  coun- 
try -,  and  that  the  three  armies  were  on  the  point  of 
feparation,  when  prince  Rupert,  inftead  of  being  con- 
tented  with  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  in  the  re- 
lief of  York,  and  the   real  fervice   he  had   thereby         ^ 
rendered  his  uncle,  inftead  of  direding  his  condudt 
by  the  motions  of  his  enemies,  on  his  repair  to  York, 
without  deigning  to  aik  the  advice,  or  even  to  confer 
with  the  marquis   of  Newcaftle,  he  fignified  to  him 
in  a  peremptory  manner,  that,  according  to  the  King's 
commands,  he  intended  to  fight  the  enemy:  In  vain 
•  did  the  marquis  endeavor  to  perfuade  him  to  be  con- 
tent with  having  fo  fuccefsfully  effecfted  the  relief  of 
York  ;  in  vain  did  he  afifure  him,  that   the  mutual 
diflenfions  which  had  taken  place  among  the  enemy 
would  in  a  few  days  fecure  to  him,  without  hazard,, 
a  bloodlefs  viaory  -,  in  vain  did  he  prefs  him  at  leaft 
to  defift  from  his  intention  till  the  arrival  of  five  thou- 
fand  men,  which  were  daily  expeded  from  the  North  i 
The  haughty  intemperate  prince,  taking  upon  him- 
felf  the  chief  command,  ordered  the  garrifon  to  be  in 
rcadinefs  to  join   him    the  next  morning.     Accord- 
in^  to  the  account  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  the 
^  Scots* 
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Scots,  on  perceiving  the  prince's  intention  to  fight, 
were  for  retreating  ;  and  the  combined  armies  were 
aaually  drawing  off  towards  Tadcafler,  when  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax  and  Oliver  Cromwell  (lieutenant-ge- 
neral to  the  earl  of  Manchcftcr)  who  were  appointed 
to  bring  up  the  rear,  on  finding  the  enemy  approach, 
made  a  ftand,  and  fent  to  entreat  their  comrades  to 
return,  left  the  enemy,  by  charging  whilft  they  were 
in  a  pofture  of  retreat,  fhould  put  them  in  diforder  : 
Each  fide  now  prepared  themfelves  for  a  conteft, 
which,  in  all  probability,  was  to  determine  the  event 
of  the  war.  The  prince's  army  confiftcd  of  fourteen 
thoufand  foot  and  nine  thoufand  horfe  j  its  main  body 
was  commanded  by  the  generals  Goring,  Porter,  and 
Tellier  j  the  prince  headed  the  right  wing,  and  Sir 
Charles  Lucas  and  colonel  Hurry  the  left.  The  main 
body  of  the  parliament  armies,  which  were  at  leaft 
equal  to  the  prince's  in  number,  was  commanded  by 
the  three  generals,  the  earls  of  Manchefter  and  Leven 
and  the  lord  Fairfax ;  tlie  right  wing  was  headed  by 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and  the  left  by  Oliver  Cromwell.. 
The  charge  was  begun  with  fuch  courage  and  intre- 
pidity by  the  left  wing  of  the  parliament's  army,  that 
prince  Rupert,  contrary  to  his  ufual  fortune,'  was 
worfted  ;  the  right  wing  did  not  meet  with  equal  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but,  after  an  engagement  of  above  three  hours, 
in  which  fortune  frequently  changed  fides,  victory 
wholly  inclined  to  the  parliament  *.      Four  thoufand 

•  Among  the  mediators  for  a  peace  between  the  King  and  the  par 
liament,  were  ambafladors  from  the  flates-general  of  the  United  Pro' 
vinces.    They  at  firft  declined  acknowledging,  in  a  full  and  fatisfaftory 
manner,  the  two  houfcs  at  Weftminfter  for  the  parliament  of  England  • 
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royalifls  were  flain,  fifteen  hundred  taken  prifoners'  Ann.  1644. 
with  the  whole  train  of  artillery.  The  parliament 
loft  three  hundred  common  foldiers ;  their  officers, 
who  had  behaved  very  gallantly,  were  many  of  them 
hurt,  but  few  of  them  mortally  .•  Amongft  thefe  were 
the  magnanimous  family  of  the  Fairfax's ;  Charles 
Fairfax,  brother  to  Sir  Thomas,  died  in  three  or  four 
days,  of  the  wounds  he  had  received  ;  and  major  Fair- 
fax, a  more  diftant  relation,  fome  time  after. 


The  lofs  of  this  battle  was  the  moft  confiderable 
blow  which  the  King,  during  the  whole  conteft,  had 
fuftained ;  and  the  fucceeding  frantic  conducft  of  his 
two  generals,  Rupert  and  Newcaftle,  completed  the 
ruin  of  his  fortunes.     Equally  vain  and  intemperate. 


but,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts  to  perfuade  the  parliament  to  accept, 
on  thefe  terms,  their  mediation,  they  at  length  prefented  a  memorial, 
which  contained  a  full  acknowledgment  of  the  two  houfes  for  the  par- 
liament.    The  parliament  did  not  at  firft  return  them  any  anfwer ;  but 
on  their  demanding  an  audience,  it  was  granted  them.     They  were  re- 
ceived in  great  ftate  by  both  houfes ;  yet  the  parliament,  confidering 
them  as  influenced  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  rejeded  their  repeated 
offers  of  mediation. — On  a  demanded  audience  from  Sabran,  an  agent 
of  the  French  king,  the  parliament  had  directed  for  his  reception  a  lefs. 
pompous  ceremony  than  that  with  which  they  had  received  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  the  States-General.     This  offended  the  Frenchman  fo  much, 
that  he  declined  the  audience,  faying.  He  thought  that  the  agent  of  fo 
great  a  king  as  was  his  mafter,  deferved  as  much  refpedt  as  the  am- 
baffadors  of  fo  petty  a  ftate  as  was  that  of  Holland.     The  parliament, 
who  had  by  this  time  obtained  a  good  deal  of  the  rationalne^  of  repub- 
lican principles,  paid  no  attention  to  thefe  fcruples.     Sabran  had  fent 
a  petition  to  the  fpcaker  concerning  matters  of  trade  ;  and  had  received 
fbr  anfwer.  That  when  addreffes  fhould  be  made  to  both  houfes,  as  a 
parliament,  they  would  do  according  to  right.     Rujhwarth.     HuJImnis's. 
Colk^iom.     Whitlock. 

in 
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Ann.  1644.  and  equally  difappointed  in  their  ambitious  hopes, 
the  very  morning  after  the  battle  the  following 
fuUen  meflages  pafTed  between  them:  The  prince 
fent  the  marquis  word,  That  he  was  determined 
to  march  away  immediately  with  his  army  to- 
wards the  King  ;  the  marquis  returned  anfwer, 
That  he  was  determined  to  retire  from  his  command, 
and,  without  lofs    of  time,  to  leave  the  kingdom  *  : 

•  To  the  marquis's  aftlvity  and  readinefs  to  ferve  the  royal  caufe, 
the  King  had  not  only  owed  the  poflelTion  of  Newcaftle,  when  de- 
ftitutc  of  any  port-town,  but  the  prefervation  of  the  city  of  York 
itfclf,  and  the  uniting  and  raifing  a  party  which  had  given  him 
almoft  the  entire  command  of  the  northern  parts.  The  behaviour  of 
prince  Rupert,  to  a  nobleman  from  whofe  fervices  his  uncle  had  re- 
ceived fuch  conliderable  advantage,  gives  a  lively  idea  of  royal  arro- 
gance and  ingratitude ;  fince  it  is  impoflible  to  fuppofe,  that  fo  de- 
pendant a  man  as  was  the  prince,  would  have  ventured  on  fuch  an 
infolent  conduft,  without  being  certain  of  the  King's  countenance  and 
protedion.  It  was  in  this  light  it  was  refented  by  the  marquis,  who, 
difdaining  any  poft  which  the  prince  fhould  affign  him,  engaged  in  the 
battle  as  a  volunteer ;  and  the  morning  after  repaired  to  Scarborough, 
where  himfelf,  his  brother,  his  two  fons.  King  (his  lieutenant-general), 
five  other  noblemen,  with  Bramhall  bilhop  of  Londonderry,  and  two 
commoners,  embarked  in  a  fmall  veflel  for  Hamburgh. 

The  earl  of  Clarendon,  in  a  whimfical  ftyle  of  panegyric,  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  marquis's  politics :  "  He  loved  monarchy, 
fays  he,  as  it  was  the  foundation  of  his  own  greatnels ;  an4.the  church, 
as  it  was  well  conftituted  for  the  fplendor  and  fecurity  of  the  crown  ; 
and  religion,  as  it  maintained  that  order  and  obedience  which  Was  ne- 
ccfiary  to  both."  Motives  of  miftaken  felfilhnefs,  a  few  bigots  ex- 
cepted, may,  I  believe,  be  very  juftly  afcribcd  to  all  thofe  who  em- 
barked in  the  royal  caufe  -,  but  furc  this  noble  hiftorian  is  the  firft 
moralift  who  ever  gave  them  as  laudable  effcntials  to  the  principles  of 
condud.  As  the  marquis  was  excited  by  ambitious  motives  to  venture 
his  perfon  and  fortune  in  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  fo  the  fame  affec- 
tions prevented  his  being  efientially  ufeful  to  the  royal  caufe. — It  is 
faid,  that  the  circumftance  which  determined  the  King  to  the  fiegc  of 
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Thefe  intehtions   were   with'   the   fame  precipitation  Ann.  ,6^. 
executed  as  formed.     The  city  of  York,  thus  aban- 

Glocefter,  rather  than  to  advance  to  London,  was  Newcaflle's  declin- 
ing to  join  him.  Sir  Philip  Warwic,  who  was  fent  to  him  on  a  com- 
miffion  from  the  King  to  perfuade  him  to  march  foutherly,  fays, 
That  the  marquis  apprehended  nothing  more  than  to  be  alTociated  to 
the  Kmg's  army  ;  that  he  defigned  himfelf  to  be  the  man  who  flit)uld  • 
turn  the  fcale,  and  to  be  a  felf-fubfifting  and  diftind  army  wherever  he 
was.  Lord  Clarendon  tells  us.  That  he  liked  the  pomp  and  abfolute 
authority  of  a  general  well,  and  preferved  the  dignity  of  it  to  the  fuU ; 
but  the  fubftantial  part  and  fatigue  of  a  general  he  did  not  in  any  degree 
underftand,  nor  could  fubmit  to,  but  referred  all  matters  of  that  nature 
to  the  difcretion  of  his  lieutenant-general  King ;  that  adions  of  war 
were  no  fooner  over  than  he  retired  to  his  delightful  company  Mufic, 
or  his  fofter  pleafures,  to  all  which  he  was  fo  indulgent,  and  to  his 
eafe,  that  he  would  not  be  interrupted  upon  what  occafion  foever,  in- 

.  fomuch  as  he  fometimes  denied  admiffion  to  the  chiefeft  officers  of  the 
army,  even  to  his  lieutenant-general,  from  whence  many  inconve- 
niencies  fell  out ;  that  from  the  beginning  he  was  without  any  reverence 
for  the  privy-council,  but  was  of  the  other  foldiers  mind,  that  all  the 
bufinefs  ought  to  be  done  by  councils  of  war,  and  was  always  ancrry 
when  there  were  any  overtures  of  a  treaty,  /.  e.  at  any  interruption^© 
the  King's  eftablilhing  an  abfolute  authority  by  conqueft.  It  is  for 
this  condua,  thefe  inclinadons,  thefe  and  fuch-like  qualifications,  that  * 
the  marquis  of  Newcaflle  is  ftyled,  by  writers  of  the  fame  principles 

.  and  the  fame  judgment  as  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  «  A  great  patriot, 
a  man  of  fcience,  and  an  accompJifhed  fine  gentleman.*'  ^  His  virtues 
are  related  at  large  in  a  romantic  hiftory  written  of  him  by  his  fecond 
wife;  who  puts  in  her  claim  for  fcience  and  philofophy,  and  was 
equally  with  her  hufband,  as  lord  Clarendon  ilyles  it,  amorous  in 
poetry.  This  female  biographer  acquaints  us  with  very  trifling  anec- 
dotes concerning  her  hero,  as  in  what  fort  of  coach  he  went  into  \m- 
fterdam,  compares  him  to  Julius  Cjefar,  and,  among  his  illuftrious  ac 
tions,  details  three  expenfive  entertainments,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  with  which  he  regaled  the  royal  family.  What  a 
pidure  of  foolilh  nobility,  fays  Mr.  Walpole,  was  this  flately  poetic 
couple,  reared  to  their  own  little  domain,  and  intoxicating  one  another 
with  circumftantial  flattery  ?  The  lord  Fairfax,  in  an  anfwer  to  one  of 
the  marquis's  declarations,  ridicules  his  romantic  genius  j  but  it  was 
Vol.  IV.  \i 
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Ann.  1644.    doned,  was  obliged  to  furrender  in  a  few  days,  and 

The  city  o*         t  , .  • 

York  and  the  parliament's  authority  in  this  county  now  efta- 
takenVthe  bliflicd  without  oppofitioH.  The  earl  of  Manchefler 
iwcer*"^'  returned  to  the  eailcrn  aflbciation.  The  Scots,  march- 
ing northward,  joined  ten  thoufand  additional  forces 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Calendar,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  took  Newcaftle  by  florm  ;  a  circumftance 
of  important  confequence  to  the  city  of  London,  whofc 
inhabitants  had  been  greatly  diflrefled  by  the  depri- 
vation of  the  fire  fuel  with  which  they  were  wont  to 
be  fupplied  from  that  town  *. 

The  King,  notwithftanding  the  ruin  of  his  affairs 
in  the  North,  and  the  advantages  the  parliament  had 
gained  in  the  midland  counties,  flattered  himfelf  that 
his  vidlory  in  the  Weft,  with  the  diffentions  which 
every  day  encreafed  among  his  enemies,  would  pro- 
duce a  ftrong  convulfion  in  his  favor.  Full  of  the 
flattering  affurances  that  the  people  in  general  wifhed 
•  for  an  opportunity  to  free  themfelves  from  the  power 
of  the  parliament,  -he  fet  forth  a  proclamation,  in 
which  he  declared  an  intention  to  draw  with  his  army 
towards  London  and  the  fouthern  and  eaftern  coun- 
ties ;  required  his  fubjecfts  of  thofe  parts  through 
which  he  fhould  pafs,  to  prepare  themfelves  with  the 
beft  arms  they  could   get,  to  be  ready   to  join  him  -, 

fo  much  admired  at  court,  that  the  King  pitched  upon  him  as  the  pro- 
pereft  perfon  in  the  kingdom  to  educate  his  fon.  Qar.  Hiji,  Warzvic's 
Memoirs.     IValpol^s  Noble  Authors, 

•  The  parliament  had,  on  this  occafion,  pafled  an  ordinance  for  the 
cutting  and  drying  turf,  on  the  lands  near  London,  for  fuel  for  the 
citizens.     JVbitUck, 
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-authorifed  thofe  of  the  fouthern  and  eaftern  counties,  Ann.  1644. 
and  the  train-bands  of  London,   to  chufe  loyal   com- 
manders ;   and  required   them  at  his   approach  to  put 
themfelves   in  arms,  and  aftift   him  in  his   endeavors 
to  reftore  the  public  peace.  So  trifling  were  the  effecfts 
produced  by  this  proclamation,  that  the  King's  army 
diminifhing    inftead  of  encreafing  in   his  march,  he 
was  obliged  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  a  triumphant 
,   entry  into  the  capital,  and  to  content  himfelf  with  re- 
turning   to  his   old  quarters   at  Oxford  ;    a   meafurc 
which,    through   the  adivity  of  the  parliament,  he 
found  difiicult  to  execute.      During  the  period  of  fix 
weeks  that  the  King  was  on  his  march  from  the  Weft, 
they  had  refurniflied    the   earl   of  Effex's   foot   with 
arms,   recruited  his  army  with  men,  and  enlarged  it 
by  the  forces   they  had  fent  under  the  command  of 
Middleton  and  a  detachment  of  the  city  brigade,  con- 
flfting  of  five  thoufand  men  ;  Sir  William  Waller  they 
had  re-enabled  to  take  the  field ;  and  the  earl  of  Man- 
chefler, after  his  northern  expedition,  had  orders  to 
join  the  forces  of  Effex  and  Waller,  and  to  interrupt 
the  King  in  his  retreat  at  Newberry,  where  he  had 
fortified  himfelf.      He  was  attacked  by  the  combined  Second  batHc 
armies  :  His  troops  defended  themfelves  with  valor  ;  ''^^"'^^"y- 
but  being  very   unequal   in   numbers    to    the  enemy, 
the    night,  coming  feafonably  to   their -relief,  alone 
prevented  their  total  overthrow.      Before  the  return- 
ing   morn,  the  King  had  retreated   to  Wallingford, 
and   from    thence  to   Oxford :   Here  being  joined  by 
prince  Rupert  and    the    earl    of  Northampton,  with 
confiderable  bodies  of  cavalry,  he  ventured  to  advance 
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Aiui.1644-  towards  the  enemy.  The  earl  of  Manchefler,  who 
commanded  in  chief,  on  account  of  a  ficknefs,  either 
real  or  pretended,  which  had  prevented  the  earl  of 
EfTex  from  appearing  in  that  charadler  ever  fince  his 
defeat  in  Cornwall,  declined  an  engagement,  though 
^arneftly  prcfled  by  Oliver  Cromwell  (his  lieutenant- 
general)  not  to  neglect:  fo  favorable  an  opportunity  of 
putting  a  period  to  the  war.  The  parliament  com- 
manders, after  having  firft  fuffercd  the  King  to  make 
a  fafe  retreat  from  their  vidlorious  troops  *,  now  per- 
mitted him,  in  the  face  of  their  army,  to  bring  off 
his  carriage  and  baggage  which  he  had  left  behind 
him  at  Dennington-Caflle After  this  battle  at  New- 
berry, fo  inglorious  and  unprofitable  to  the  parlia- 
ment, the  forces  on  both  fides  retired  to  winter- 
quarters  :  And  thus  ended  the  campaign  of  the  year 
fixteen  hundred  and  fony-four. 


Propo/itions 
of  peace. 


r 


Whilst  both  parties  were  thus  vindicating  theiir 
feveral  claims  by  the  fword,  they  did  not  fail,  as 
iifual,  to  amufe  the  people  with  the  expedlation  of  a 
fudden  peace,  and  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  ob- 
taining by  treaty,  what  neither  fide  had  yet  been  able 
to  gain  by  contefl.  Three  feveral  mefTages  had  been 
fent  by  the  King  with  overtures  of  peace ;  but  with- 
out relaxing  4b  much  of  his  preter^ons  as  to  own  the 
two  houfes  for  a  parliament.  The  parliament,  who 
had  been  all  this  fummer  preparing  propofitions,  now 

•  The  moon  was  at  the  full  when  the  King,  after  his  defeat  at  New- 
berry, retreated  to  Oxford. 
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fent  them  to  the  King  *  ;  and,  to  flicw  the  people  Am.  1644. 

*  The  fubftance  of  the  propofitions. 

That  all  declarations,  &c.  againft  both  or  either  houfes  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  England,  or  the  convention  of  eftates  in  Scotland,  fhould  be 
declared  void. 

That  the  King  fhould  fwear  and  fign  the  league  and  covenant ;  and 
that  the  fubje^ts'  taking  it  fhould  be  enjoined  by  adk  of  parliament. 

T-hat  the  hierarchy  fliould  be  abolifhed  by  ad  of  parliament ;  with 
articles  concerning  the  eflates  of  prelates. 

That  the  ordinance  relative  to  the  calling  and  fitting  of  the  aflembly 
of  divines  fhould  be  confirmed  by  aft  of  parliament. 

That  reformation  of  religion,  according  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament 
and  the  church  and  kingdom  of  Scotland,  fhould  be  fettled  by  ad  of 
parliament. 

Two  ads  of  parliament  for  the  more  effedual  difabling  Popifh  re- 
cufants  from  diflurbing  the  flate. 

An  ad  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  Papilts  in  the  Protellant 
religion. 

An  ad  for  the  true  levying  the  penalties  againfl  them. 

The  like  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

That  an  ad  fhould  be  pafled  for  the  due  obfervation  of  the  Lord's 
day. 

For  the  fupprefTion  of  innovations  in  the  worfhip  of  God. 

Againfl  the  enjoying  pluralities  and  non-refidency. 

For  the  reforming  and  regulating  both  univerfities,  with  the  co^ 
leges  of  Weflminfler,  Winchefter,  and  Eton. 

For  the  fupprefling  interludes  and  flage-plays. 

For  the  taking  the  accounts  of  the  kingdom. 

For  the  relief  of  fick  and  maimed  foldiers,  with  the  widows  and 
children  of  foldiers. 

For  raifing  money  for  the  fatisfying  the  public  debts  and  damages  of 
the  kingdom. 

For  the  taking  away  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries. 

For  the  taking  away  all  tenures  by  homage,  fines,  licences,  feizures 
and  pardons  of  alienation,  in  confiderarion  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year. 

That  an  ad  fhould  be  pafled  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  ratifying 
the  ads  of  the  convention  of  the  eftates  of  Scotland. 

Three 
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Aon.  1644.    they  were  more  finccre  than  his  majefty  in  their  in- 

Three  articles,  which  except  particular  p?rfons  from  pardon,  with 
all  Popilh  recufants  who  had  taken  up  arms,  or  had  been  aflifting 
againft  the  parliament,  and  all  thofe  who  had  had  any  hand  in  the 
plotting,  deligning,  or  alTifting  the  Irifh  rebellion. 

That  the  members  who  had  deferted  the  parliament,  and  concurred 
in  the  votes  at  Oxford,  ihould  be  removed  from  his  majefty's  counfels, 
be  reftrained  from  coming  within  the  verge  of  the  court,  and  that  they 
fliould  not,  without  the  confent  of  both  kingdoms,  bear  any  office 
concerning  the  ftate  and  commonwealth. 

That  an  judges,  &c.  who  had  deferted  the  parliament,  fhould  not 
be  capable  of  any  office  or  employment. 

Several  articles  regulating  the  confifcation  of  the  goods  and  the  fines 
of  delinquents. 

That  an  a6b  fhould  be  pafled  in  the  parliament  of  both  kingdoms 
for  confirmation  of  the  treaties  which  had  pafled  between  them. 

That  an  ad  fhould  be  pafTed  to  make  void  the  cefTation  of  Ireland, 
and  to  fettle  the  profecution  of  the  war. 

That  the  joint  declaration  of  both  kingdoms,  bearing  date  the  thir- 
tieth of  January  1643,  fhould  be  eflablifhed  by  afl  of  parliament. 

That  an  ad  fhould  be  paflTed,  according  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament, 
to  train  the  fubjeds  to  arms. 

Than  an  ad  ffiould  be  pafled,  according  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament, 
for  the  fettling  the  admiralty  and  naval  forces  •,  and  the  like  for  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland. 

That  an  ad  fliould  be  pafled  for  the  fettling  of  all  forces,  both  by  fea 
and  land,  in  commiffioners,  to  be  nominated  by  both  houfes. 

Several  articles  regulating  the  powers  of  thefe  commiffioners. 

That  the  commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms  fliould   be  allowed  to 
meet  as  a  joint  committee  to  preferve  the  peace  between  the  kingdoms, 
to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  articles  of  the  peace,  to  raife  and  join  . 
the  forces  of  both  kingdoms,  to  refift  all  foreign  invafion,  and  to  order 
the  war  of  Ireland. 

That  his  majefl:y  fliould  give  his  aflTent  to  what  the  two  kingdoms 
fhould  agree  upon  in  profecution  of  the  articles  of  the  large  treaty,  not 
yet  finiffied. 

That  all  peers  made  fince  the  day  the  great  feal  was  conveyed  to 
Oxford,  ffiould  not  fit  or  vote  in  the  parliament  of  England,  without 
the  confent  of  both  houfes. 

That 
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clinations  to  reilore  the   public  tranquillity,  they  ac-  Ann.  1644. 

That  the  chief  governor  or  governors  of  Ireland,  with  all  the  great 
officers  of  the  crown  of  England,  ffiould  be  nominated  by  both  houfes 
of  parliament. 

An  article  concerning  the  education  of  the  royal  family  in  the  Pro- 
tefl:ant  religion  j  that  their  governors  and  tutors  ffiould  be  chofen  by 
the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms ;  that  the  males  ffiould  be  married 
to  Protefliants,  and  the  females  by  the  advice  and  confent  of  both, 
parliaments. 

An  article  concerning  the  unitirrg  the  Proteflant  fl:ates,  and  for  the 
entire  reflitution  of  the  prince  eledor  palatine  to  his  eledoral  dignity 
and  dominions,  with  the  exclufion  of  prince  Rupert  and  prince  Maurice,, 
and  their  children. 

That  the  conclufion  of  peace  or  war  with  foreign  flates  ffiould  be 
with  the  advice  of  both  parliaments. 

That  an  ad  of  oblivion  ffiould  be  pafTed  in  the  parliaments  of  both 
kingdoms  refpedively,  relative  to  the  qualifications  in  the  fore-men- 
tioned propofitions. 

For  the  reftoration  of  thofe  members  of  parliament  to  their  places  and 
offices,  who  had  been  difplaced  for  their  adherence  to  parliament. 

That  the  armies  ffiould  be  difbanded  at  fuch  time,  and  in  fuch 
manner,  as  ffiould  be  agreed  on  by  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms. 

That  an  ad  ffiould  be  pafled  for  the  granting  and  confirming  the 
charters,  cuftoms,  &c.  of  the  city  of  London  ;  that  the  mihtiaof  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  pariffies  without,  ffiould  be  in  the  ordering 
and  government  of  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council; 
that  the  Tower  of  London  ffiould  be  in  the  government  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  chief  officer  and  governor  thereof  ffiould  be  from 
time  to  time  nominated  and  removable  by  the  common-council ;  that 
the  citizens  or  forces  of  London  ffiould  not  be  drawn  out  of  the  city 
without  their  own  confent ;  that  it  ffiould  be  in  the  lord-mayor,  alder- 
men, and  common-council  to  regulate  the  continuing  and  calling  of 
common-counci'i ;  and  that  fuch  other  propofitions  as  fliould  be 
made  for  the  city  for  their  farther  fecurity,  welfare,  and  government, 
which  ffiould  be  approved  by  parliament,  ffiould  be  confirmed  by  ad 
of  parliament. 

cepted 
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Ann.  1644.  cepted  of  a  fafe-condud  for  their  commifTioners  *  as 
to  private  perfons.  When  thefe  repaired  to  Oxford, 
they  were  received  by  the  King  with  a  coldnefs  which 
bordered  on  rudenefs  :  The  accommodations  prepared 
for  them  were  worfe  than  indiircrcnt  f  ;  and  on  the 
King's  finding  tliey  had  no  power  to  bring  matters 
to  a  conclufion,  they  were  treated  with  uncivil  lan- 
guage X ^^^^    diffenfions    which    every    day   en- 

creafed  in  parliament,  and  on  which  the  King  had  fo 

•  The  earl  of  Denbigh,  lords  Maynard,  Wenman,  Maitland,  the  hon. 
Denzil  Hollis,  the  hon.  William  Pierrepoint,  Sir  Charles  Erfkyn,  Bul- 
ftrodc  Whitlock,  Efq;  Mr.  Robert  Barclay.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XIII.  p.  330. 

•f  Whitlock,  in  his  account  of  this  embafly,  fays.  That  at  Walling- 
ford,  Blake  (the  governor  of  the  garrifon)  treated  them  with  fo  much 
haughtinefs  and  incivility,  and  fuch  high  words  pafled  between  him 
and  the  lord  Denbigh,  that  lord  Maitland  turned  pale,  and  he  and 
other  of  the  commifTioners  feared  they  (hould  have  their  throats  cut  by 
the  garrifon  •,  that  when  they  arrived  ac  the  gates  of  Oxford,  they  were 
fuffered  to  remain  three  or  four  hours  in  the  open  field  before  they 
gained  admittance,  though  the  weather  was  both  wet  and  cold  -,  that 
as  they  pafled  along  the  ftreets,  the  vulgar  fort,  for  whofe  rights  and 
liberties  they  had,  as  he  obferved,  undergone  great  hazards,  reviled 
them  with  the  appellation  of  traitors,  rogues,  and  rebels  ;  and  that 
the  quarters  provided  for  them  was  a  mean  inn,  a  little  degree  above  an 
alehoufe,  in  which  retreat  their  fervants  were  abufed  fo  grofsly  by  the 
King's  officers,  that  the  whole  company  began  to  fear  there  was  fomc 
defign  laid  againft  their  lives.     IVhitlGck. 

t  They  were  told,  that,  a  letter-carrier  might  have  done  as  well  •, 
were  rcfufed  othei;  than  a  written  anfwer,  fcalcd  up,  without  a  direc- 
tion ;  and,  on  their  demanding  a  copy,  were  anfwered,  they  had  no 
bufinefs  with  it,  they  were  to  carry  what  his  majefty  fent,  were  it  the 
fong  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John.  Whitlock  fays.  That  the  com- 
miflioners  were  much  diflatisfied  with  their  treatment,  and  wondered 
at  the  little  policy  of  the  King's  behaviour. 

much 
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much  prefumed,  occafioned  this  aflembly  to  pafs  over  Ann.  1644. 
thefe  affronts,  and,  on  condition  that  it  was  afked  of 
tliem  as  the  parliament  of  England,  to  affent  to  what 
the  King  demanded,  viz.  the  granting  a  pafTport  for 
the  duke  of  Richmond  and  the  earl  of  Southampton 
to  come  to  London  with  an  anfwer  to  their  propoli- 
tions.     To  humor  the  flrong  inclinations  of  his  party 
to  a  peace,  and  under  the  Ihelter  of  a  mean  fubter- 
fuge  *,  the  King  complied  with  this  demand :   But, 
on   the  repair   of  the  two   peers  to  London,  it  was 
found  they  were   fent  on    other  bufmefs  than  that 
which  the  King  had  pretended ;  feeing  the  meflage 
they  brought  was,  that  his  majefty  found  it  very  dif- 
ficult, before  a  full  debate,  to  return  an  anfwer  to  the 
parliament's  propofitions  ;  but  if  they  would  appoint 
conimiflioners,  he  would  nominate  the  like  number 
to  treat  with   them,  at  any  place  which  fliould  be 
agreed  on.     The  arrival  of  two  peers  on  fo  frivolous 
an  errand  gave  fuch  difguft   to  the  parliament,  that 
they  ftridtly   enjoined  their'  members   not  to  vifit  or 

*  The  queen,  on  the  carl  of  Eflex's  repair  to  the  Weft,  having  in 
vain  folicited  him  for  a  fafe-conduft  to  Bath,  retired  from  Exeter  to 
Paris.  On  receiving  an  account  of  the  treaty*s  taking  place,  flic,  in  a 
letter  to  the  King,  upbraided  him  with  acknowledging  the  two  houfcs 
at  Weftminfter  to  be  the  parliament  of  England.  To  this  the  King 
returned,  "  As  for  my  calling  thofe  at  London  a  parliament,  I  fliall 
refer  thee  to  Digby  for  particular  fatisfadiion  of  this  in  general ;  if 
there  had  been  but  two  befides  myfelf  of  my  opinion,  I  had  not  done 
it ;  and  the  argument  which  prevailed  with  me  was,  that  the  calling 
did  no  way  acknowledge  them  to  be  a  parliament :  Upon  this  condi- 
tion and  conftrudion  I  did  call  them,  but  no  otherwife ;  and  accord- 
ingly it  i?  regiftered  in  the  council-books,  with  the  councirs  unanimous 
approbation. .  But  thou  wilt  find  that  it  was  by  misfortune,  not  by 
neglect,  that  thou  haft  been  no  fooner  advertifed  of  iL" 
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Ann.  1644.  cepted  of  a  fafe-conducl  for  their  commiflioners  *  as 
to  private  perfons.  When  thefc  repaired  to  Oxford, 
they  were  received  by  the  King  with  a  coldnefs  which 
bordered  on  riidenefs  :  The  accommodations  prepared 
for  them  were  worfe  than  indilferent  f  ;  and  on  the 
King's  finding  they  had  no  power  to  bring  matters 
to  a  conclufion,  they  were  treated  with  uncivil  lan- 
guage X ^The    diflenfions    which    every    day   en- 

creafed  in  parliament,  and  on  which  the  King  had  fo 
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*  The  earl  of  Denbigh,  lords  Maynard,  Wenman,  Maidand,  the  lion. 
Denzil  Hollis,  the  hon.  William  Pierrepoint,  Sir  Charles  Erfkyn,  Bul- 
llrode  Whitlock,  Elqj  Mr.  Robert  Barclay.  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  XIII.  p.  330. 

•\  Whitlock,  in  his  account  of  this  embafTy,  fays.  That  at  Walling- 
ford,  Blake  (the  governor  of  the  garrilbn)  treated  them  with  fo  much 
haughtincfs  and  incivility,  and  fuch  high  words  palfed  between  him 
and  the  lord  Denbigh,  that  lord  Maidand  turned  pale,  and  he  and 
other  of  the  commiffioners  feared  they  fliould  have  their  throats  cut  by 
the  garrifon  •,  that  when  they  arrived  ac  the  gates  of  Oxford,  they  were 
fuffered  to  remain  three  or  four  hours  in  the  open  field  before  they 
gained  admittance,  though  the  weather  was  both  wet  and  cold ;  that 
as  they  palTed  along  the  ftreets,  the  vulgar  fort,  for  whofe  rights  and 
liberties  they  had,  as  he  oblerved,  undergone  great  hazards,  reviled 
them  with  the  appellation  of  traitors,  rogues,  and  rebels  ;  and  that 
the  quarters  provided  for  them  was  a  mean  inn,  a  little  degree  above  an 
alehoufe,  in  which  retreat  their  fervants  were  abufed  fo  grofsly  by  the 
King's  officers,  that  the  whole  company  began  to  fear  there  was  fomc 
defign  laid  againft  their  lives.     IVbiilock. 

J  They  were  told,  that,  a  letter-carrier  might  have  done  as  well  -, 
were  refufed  othei;^  than  a  written  anfwer,  fealed  up,  without  a  direc- 
tion •,  and,  on  their  demanding  a  copy,  were  anfwered,  they  had  no 
bufinefs  with  it,  they  were  to  carry  what  his  majefty  fent,  were  it  the 
foncr  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John.  Whitlock  fays.  That  the  com- 
miflloners  were  much  difiatisfied  with  their  treatment,  and  wondered 
at  the  little  policy  of  the  King's  behaviour. 

much 
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much  prefumed,  occafioned  this  afTembly  to  pafs  over  Ann.  ,644, 
thefe  affronts,  and,  on  condition  that  it  was  afked  of 
them  as  the  parliament  of  England,  to  affent  to  what 
the  King  demanded,  viz.  the  granting  a  paffport  for 
the  duke  of  Richmond  and  the  earl  of  Southampton 
to  come  to  London  with  an  anfwer  to  their  propofi- 
tions.     To  humor  the  flrong  inclinations  of  his  party 
to  a  peace,  and  under  the  fhelter  of  a  mean  fubter- 
fuge*,  the  King  complied  with  this  demand:  But, 
on   the  repair   of  the  two   peers  to  London,  it  was 
found  they  were   fent   on    other  bufinefs   than  that 
which  the  King  had  pretended ;  feeing  the  meflage 
they  brought  was,  that  his  majefty  found  it  very  dif- 
ficult, before  a  full  debate,  to  return  an  anfwer  to  the 
parliament's  propofitions ;  but  if  they  would  appoint 
commiflloners,  he  would  nominate  the  like  number 
to  treat  with   them,  at  any  place   which  fliould  be 
agreed  on.     The  arrival  of  two  peers  on  fo  frivolous 
an  errand  gave  fuch  difguft   to  the  parliament,  that 
they  ftridly   enjoined  their*  members   not  to  vifit  or 

*  The  queen,  on  the  earl  of  Eflex's  repair  to  the  Weft,  having  in 
vain  folicited  him  for  a  fafe-conduft  to  Bath,  retired  from  Exeter  to 
Paris.  On  receiving  an  account  of  the  treaty's  taking  place,  fhe,  in  a 
letter  to  the  King,  upbraided  him  with  acknowledging  the  two  houfcs 
at  Weftminfter  to  be  the  parliament  of  England.  To  this  the  King 
returned,  "  As  for  my  calling  thofe  at  London  a  parliament,  1  (hall 
refer  thee  to  Digby  for  particular  fatisfaftion  of  this  in  general ;  if 
there  had  been  but  two  befides  myfelf  of  my  opinion,  I  had  not  done 
it ;  and  the  argument  which  prevailed  with  me  was,  that  the  calling 
did  no  way  acknowledge  them  to  be  a  parliament :  Upon  this  condi- 
tion and  conftrudion  I  did  call  them,  but  no  otherwifc ;  and  accord- 
ingly it  is  regiftered  in  the  council-books,  with  the  council's  unanimous 
approbation.  But  thou  wilt  find  that  it  was  by  misfortune,  not  by 
neglect,  that  thou  haft  been  no  fooner  advertifed  of  it.** 
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keep  any  correfpondence  with  them,  without  leave  *. 
After  many  debates  and  deliberations  t,  the  fol- 
lowing articles  were  propofed  by  the  parliament,  and 
confentcd  to  by  the  King :  That  their  commiflioners 
fliould  meet  with  his  at  Uxbridge,  a  town  in  the  par- 
liament's quarters,  between  London  and  Oxford  ;  that 
the  conferences  fhould  begin  on  the  thirtieth  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  fliould  laft  twenty  days  ;    that  the  propofi- 
tions  on  both  fides  fliould  be  reduced  to  three  heads, 
viz.  religion,  the  militia,  and  Ireland  -,  and  that  each 
of  thefe  fliould  alternately  be  treated  on,   three  days 
and  three  days,   till   the  expiration  of  the  term  fixed 
for  the  continuance  of  the  treaty.      "  Know,  as  a  cer- 
tain truth,  fays   the   King  in  a  letter  to  his  queen, 
that  all,  even  my  party,  are  flrangely  impatient  for 
peace,  which  obliged   me  fo  much  the   more  on  all 
occafions  to  fliew  my  real  intentions  to  it ;  and  like- 
wife,  I  am  put   in   very  good  hope,  fome  hold  it  a 
certainty,  that  if  I  fliould  come  to  a  fair  treaty,  the 
ring-leading  rebels  could  not  hinder  me  from  a  good 

•  Though  the  King's  two  meflengers  pleaded  his  commands  not 
to  depart  from  London  till  they  fhould  receive  orders  from  him,  yet 
the  parliament  would  not  let  them  remain  in  the  capital  during  the 
fettling  the  particulars  of  a  treaty.  Whitlock  obferves.  That  thefe 
lords,°and  all  their  attendants,  were  treated  in  a  very  different  manner 
from  what  the  parliament's  commiflioners  were  at  Oxford  ;  that  is,  they 
were  ufed  civilly.     Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  XIII.  p.  356.     mitlo.k. 

t  The  parliament,  according  to  their  declaration,  that  all  patents  of 
honor  which  had  paflcd  under  the  great-feal  fmce  the  King  left  Ox- 
ford fliould  be  void,  rcfufed  in  their  fafe-condud  to  give  any  other 
pities  to  the  King's  commiflioners  than  thofe  they  had  held  before  he 
Jcft  London.  This  occafioned  a  great  interruption ;  but  at  length 
the  King  waved  his  objection  to  the  fafe-condud,  on  the  parliament's 
acknowledging  his  power  of  making  knights. 

peace  y 


CHARLES 


I. 


131 


peace  ;  firfl,  becaufe  their  own  party  are  almoft  weary  Ann.  1644. 
of  the   war,  and   likewife  for  the   great  diftrae^ions 
which  at  this  time  are  moil  afluredly  amongft  them- 
felves,  as  Prefbyterians  againft  Independents  in  pornt 
of  religion,  and  general  againft  general    in  point  of 
command."      Agreeable   to    thefe    fond    expe(5lations 
were  the  inftrudtions  given  by  the  King  to  his  com- 
miflioners :  "  For  religion,  fays    he,  I   muft   declare 
unto  you,  that  I  cannot  yield  to  the  change  of  the  go- 
vernment  by  bifliops,  not  only  as  I  concur  with  the 
general  opinion  of  Chriftians  in  all  ages,  that  it  is  the 
beft,  but  I  likewife  hold  myfelf  bound,  by  the  oath 
I  took  at  nly  coronation,  not  to  alter  the  government 
of  this  church  from  what  I  found  it ;  and  as  for  the 
church's  patrimony,  I   cannot  fuflfer  any  diminution 
or  alienation  of  it,  it  being  without  peradventure  fa- 
Crilege,  and  likewifie  contrary  to  my  coronation-oath : 
But  whatfoever  fliall  be  off'ered  for  re(5lifying  abufes, 
if  any  have  crept  in,  or   yet  for   the  eafe  of  tender 
confciences,  fo  that  it  endamage  not  the  founcTation, 
I  am  content  to    hear,  and  will  be  ready  to  give   a 
gracious   anfwer  thereunto.      For  the  fccond,  as  it  is 
the    King's   duty  to  proted    the  church,  fo   it  is  the 
church's   to  #iflift    the   King  in    the   maintenance    of 
his  juft  authority;  wherefore    my  predeceflbrs  have 
been  always  careful,  efpecially  fmce  the  Reformation, 
to  keep  the  dependance  of  the  clergy  entirely  upon 
the  crown  -,   therefore  you  muft  do  nothing  to  change 
or  leflen  this  dependancy.      After  confcience,  the  mi- 
litia is  certainly  the  fitteft  fubje(5l  for  a  king's  quarrel ; 
for  without  it  the  kingly  power  is  but  a  fliadow,  and 
therefore  upon  no  means   to  be  quitted,  but  to  be 
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Ann.  1644.  niaintained  according  to  the  ancient  known  laws  o£ 
the  land.  As  for  Ireland,  I  confefs  they  have  very 
fpecious  popular  arguments  to  prcfs  this  point ;  the 
gaining  of  no  article  is  more  conducing  to  their  ends 
than  this  j  and  I  have  as  much  reafon,  in  both  honor 
and  policy,  to  take  care  how  to  anfwcr  this  as  any: 
All  the  world  knows  the  imminent  inevitable  neceflity 
which  caufed  me  to  make  the  Irifli  ceflation,  and 
there  remain  yet  as  ftrong  reafons  for  the  concluding 
that  peace  ;  wherefore  you  muH  confent  to  nothing  ta 
hinder  me  therein,  until  a  clear  way  be  fhewn  me 
how  my  Proteflant  fubjedls  there  may,  probably  at  leaft^ 
defend  themfelves,  and  that  I  fliall  have  no  more  need 
to  defend  my  confcience  and  my  crown  from  the 
injuries  of  this  rebellion.'*  On  comparing  thefe  in- 
ftru<51:ions  with  the  prefent  power  of  the  parliament, 
and  the  propoiitions  they  had  tranfmitted  to  Oxfordf 
it  will  be  eafy  to  forefee  the  event  of  the  Uxbridge 
conference ;  which  ferved  no  otlier  purpofe  than  to 
cxpof*^  the  King's  obflinacy,  and  the  formal  fliff  im- 
pertinence of  his  commiiEoners  *^ 


•  The  commiflioners  on  the  King*is  fide  were,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, the  marquis  of  Hertford,  the  earls  of  Southampton,  Kingfton, 
and  Chichefter,  the  lords  Capel,  Seymour,  Hatton,%nd  Colepeper, 
Sir  Edward  Hyde  (chancellor  of  the  exchequer),  fecretary  Nicholas,. 
Sir  Edward  Lane,  Sir  Thomas  Gardener,  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman,  John 
Afhburnham,  JeofFrey  Palmer,  Efqs.  Dr.  Stewart,,  Dr.  Lancy,  Dr.. 
Sheldon.  The  commiflioners  for  the  parliament  and  the  Scots  were, 
the  marquis  of  Argylc,  the  earls  of  Northumberland,  Pembroke,  Salif- 
bury,  Denbigh,  and  Loudon,  lords  Wenman,  Maitland,  Balmerino, 
the  honorable  Denzil  Holies,  the  honorable  William  Pierrepoint,  Sir 
Henry  Vane  junior,  Oliver  St.  John,  Bulftrode  Whitlock,  John  Crew, 
Edmund  Prideaux,  Efqs.  Johnfon-,  Erlkyn,  Dundas,  Smith,  Ken' 
nedy,  Berkeley,  Hcndcrfoiii 
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It  is  from  Sir  Edward  Hyde's  elaborate  pen,  who  Ann.  1644. 
makes  himfclf  the  hero  of  the  treaty,  that  we  have  Z'xhnd^. 
handed  down  the  following  particulars.  One  Dr* 
Stewart,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  and  Henderfon  (the 
moderator  of  the  Scotch  aflembly),  on  the  part  of  the 
parliament,  firfl  entered  the  lifts  on  the  fubjed  of  re- 
ligion. Henderfon  aflerted,  That  the  conlideration  of 
the  aflembly  ought  not  to  run  upon  the  orthodoxy  or 
legality  of  particular  forms  of  religion,  but  upon  the 
neceflity  of  giving  that  government  to  the  church 
which  would  preferve  the  exiftence  of  the  ftate :  Reli- 
gion, he  faid,  might  be  preferved  without  bifliops  ; 
that  the  difference  between  epifcopacy  and  prefbytery 
was  immaterial,  compared  to  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  which  would  enfue  from  the  King's  adhering 
to  the  former,  after  the  two  houfes,  on  account  of  the 
evils  which  the  pernicious  counfels  of  prelates  hadj. 
within  ten  years,  brought  upon  the  ftate,  had  unani- 
moufly  refolved  againft  it.  He  farther  urged.  That 
no  foreign  reformed  church  looked  upon  epifcopacy 
as  being  of  divine  right ;  and  that,  liad  the  King 
himfelf  confidered  it  as  fuch,  his  confcience  would 
not  have  permitted  him  to  confent  to  the  entire  abo- 
lition of  the  epifcopaL  order  in  Scotland.  To  this 
moderate,  fenfiblc  difcourfe  Dr.  Stewart  oppofed  the 
antiquity  of  epifcopacy ;  the  great  advantages  it  had 
been  to  Chriftianity  in  its  early  ages  ;  the  fuperiority 
which  the  church  of  England  had  over  all  the  re« 
formed  churches  ;  tlie  indifpenfible  neceflity  of  the 
fucceflion  of  bifliops  to  tranfmit  orders,  without 
which  there  could  be  no  facraments ;  the  defcent  of 
bifliops  from  the  apoftlcs ;  the  obligations  the  King 
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Ann.  1644.  had  upon  his  confcience  to  maintain  epifcopacy  in 
England,  both  on  account  of  his  coronation-oath, 
and  that  the  alienation  of  the  church-lands  would  be 
diredl  facrilege.  As  if  reafons  of  policy  were  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  difcard  any  form  of  government  not  clearly 
and  abfolutely  ordained  by  God,  Dr.  Stewart  tri- 
umphed greatly  on  Henderfon's  modefly,  reding  h*is 
argument  on  that  point;  and  this  occafioned  the  di- 
vines on  both  fides  to  pelt  one  another  for  near  two 
whole  days,  with  proofs  that  their  feveral  profcfllons 
"were  jure  divino,  till  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  to  put 
an  end  to  fo  fruitlefs  a  debate,  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  no  form  of  government  whatever  was  jure  divino  ; 
and  requeftcd  that  the  argument  might  be  left,  and 
the  debate  on  the  particular  propofals  proceeded  on. 
_Fanaticifm  was  not  confined  to  the  clerg}' :  That 
profound  venerator  of  bifhops,  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  en- 
tered the  lifts  with  the  earl  of  Loudon  ;  but  to  fo  little 
purpofc,  that  his  antagonift  complained  of  the  mif- 
fpent  time,  and  lamented  the  pertinacious  obftinacy  of 
the  King's  commifTioners,  who,  as  they  had  not,  he 
faid,  yielded  in  any  one  point  of  importance,  could 
not  bring  with  them  that  hearty  inclination  to  peace 
which  it  was  hoped  they  would  have  done. 

0?a  the  fubjetfl  of  the  militia,  the  parliament  cpm- 
miflioners  ftood  upon  the  point  of  fccurity,  whilft  the 
King's  idly  infifted  upon  what  was  formerly  legal, 
according  to  the  prai^lice  of  ancient  times,  without 
regarding  expediency,  or  what  was  necefTary  to  be 
yielded,  to  finifh  the  calamities  which  their  principal, 
the  King,  had  fo  much  affedled  to  lament.  Sir  Ed- 
ward 
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ward  Hyde  was  as  forward  to  fhew  his  knowledge  in  Ann.  1644. 
law  as  in  divinity ;  but,  on  his  throwing  out  his  de- 
fiances on  the  topic  of  the  King's  legal  pow-er  over 
the  militia,  he  was  much  furprifed  to  hear  Whitlock 
ofler  to  prove,  that  it  was  not  entirely  fettled  by  the 
conrtitution  in  whofe  hands   the  fword  ought    to    be     * 
lodged.      As  the  debate  on  the  fubjedl  of  religion  had 
fpcnt  much  time  to  no  purpofe,  the  hearing  of  this 
was  declined  on  a  motion  of  the  earl  of  Southampton  \      • 
but    the    parliament's    commiflloners    were    fo   well 
pleafed  with  Whitlock,  that  they   thanked   him  for 
having  vindicated  the  honor  of  the  parliament  in  this 
important  point. 

To  the  flrong  things  urged  by  the  parliament  againft 
the  Irifh  cefTation,  was  retorted  the  little  attention  this 
aflembly  had  fliewn  to  the  wants  and  fecurity  of  the 
Proteftants  in  that  kingdom ;  and  the  falfe  plea  of 
Neceflity  was  ufed  to  juftify  the  King's  conduvSl  in 
regard  to  the  dellrucflive  and  infamous  treaty  he  had 
concluded  with  the  Irifli  rebels.  On  this  fruitful 
fubje6t,  mutual  reproaches  were  banded  from  fide  ta 
fide  ;  both  fa<5ts  and  inferences  were  difputed,  nc^-  the 
Icaft  conccfiion  yielded  by  either  party. 

On  the  fubjec^  of  the  militia,  the  parliament  re* 
ceded  fo  far  from  their  propofition,  as  to  offer  to  li- 
mit their  power  over  it  to  the  term  of  feven  years 
from  the  time  of  pafiing  the  militia  ordinance,  or  to 
three  years  after  the  peace  fhould  be  fettled  in  the 
lliree  kingdoms,  and  Ihould  be  fo  declared  by  the 
King  and  both  houfes  >  and  that,  after  tlie  expiratioa 
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Ann.  1644.  of  fuch  term,  the  militia  fhould  be  eftablifhcd  by  the 
King  in  fuch  manner  as  fhould  be  advifcd  by  parlia- 
ment *.  Confidcring  the  fears  and  jealoufies  which 
the  whole  party  had  entertained  of  the  King,  a  con- 
ceflion  of  this  importance,  on  an  article  of  whofe 
•  confequence  they  were  all  agreed  on  f,  fhews  the 
parliament  to  be  at  this  time  very  defirous  of  peace. 
Not  fo  was  the  King,  on  any  terms  but  thofe  of  a 
•  full  re-eftablifliment  of  his  prerogatives  J  :  In  vain 
did  his  friends  reprefent  to  him  the  advantage  of 
fuch  an  offer  in  the  low  condition  of  his  affairs  ;  that 
it  would  procure  him  a  chance  of  forming,  during 
the  intermediate  period,   a   party  in  the  parliament 

•  The  parliament  were  informed  of  every  particular  ftep  taken  in 
this  treaty,  and  no  anlwer  was  given  to  the  King's  commiflioners  with- 
out their  approbation.     Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  XIII.  p.  403. 

t  Clarendon  fays,  Tiiat  even  thofe  wlio  moft  defired  peace,  both 
publicly  and  privately,  infifted  upon  having  the  whole  command  of 
the  militia  by  fea  and  land,  and  all  the  forts  and  fliips  of  the  kingdom 
at  their  difpofal,  without  which  they  looked  upon  themfelves  as  loft, 
and  at  the  King's  mercy.  The  utmoft  length  the  King  would  go  in 
his  concefTions  on  this  article  was,  that  the  militia  (hould  be  entmfted 
'  for  the  term  of  feven  years  to  twenty  commiflioners,  half  of  whom 

were  jp  be  nominated  by  the  King,  and  the  other  half  by  the  parlia- 
ment. This  proportion  was  treated  by  the  parliament  with  the  con- 
tempt it  deferved  :  They  regarded  it  as  a  fnare  to  entice  them  to  gi  'e 
up  their  prcfent  fuperiorities,  and  thus  to  enable  the  King  to  renew 
the  war  to  advantage. 

X  Whitlock  fays.  That  the  King's  commiflioners  did  not  deliver  in 
their  anfwer  concerning  the  militia  till  the  laft  point  of  time,  when  it 
might  be  conceived  no  anfwer  could  be  made  to  it  by  the  parliament's 
commiflioners ;  but  that  thefe,  being  impowered  by  their  additional 
,  inftruftions  to  re-aflTume  the  bufinefs  of  the  militia,  according  to  the 
commands  of  the  parliament,  delivered  in  the  propofaJs  mentioned  in 
the  text. 
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which  fliould  reftore  him  to  his  former  privileges:  Ann..  164 4. 
Charles,  wholly  diredled  by  the  queen,  who  feared 
that  the  intercfl  and  perfons  of  the  Roman-Catholics 
would  be  Sacrificed  as  a  preliminary  to  the  conclufion 
of  a  treaty  *,  abfolutely  refufed  the  parliament's  of- 
fer. And  thus,  when  the  debates  had  beefi  carried 
on  to  no  purpofe  during  the  afligned  term,  ended  the 
treaty  at  Uxbridge  f ;  and  thus  the  King  loft  the  fe- 

*  "  I  underftand  the  coiftmiflioners  are  arrived  at  London,  writes 
the  queen  :  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  you  have  a  care  of  your 
honor,  and  that  if  you  have  a  peace,  it  may  be  fuch  as  will  hold,  and, 
if  it  fall  out  otherwife,  that  you  do  not  abandon  thofe  who  have  ferved 
you,  for  fear  they  do  forfake  you  in  your  need.  Alfo,  I  do  not  fee 
how  you  can  be  in  fafety  without  a  regiment  of  guards ;  for  myfelf,  I 
think  I  cannot  be,  feeing  the  malice  they  have  againft  me  and  my  re- 
ligion, of  which  I  hope  you  will  have  a  care  of  both." The  queen,  in 

another  letter,  repeats  her  intreaties,  or  rather  commands,  neither  to 
abandon  Catholics  nor  bifliops ;  and  the  King  anfwers.  He  will  do  no- 
thing unworthy  of  her  love  ;  that  he  will  ever  fhew  his  conftancy  in  * 
adhering  to  bifliops  and  all  his  friends ;  that  he  will  not  forget  to  put 
a  fliort  period  to  this  perpetual  parliament ;  and  conjures  her  not  to  let 
any  appearance  of  peace,  or  hopeful  condition  of  his,  make  her  negleft 
to  haften  fuccor  for  him.  He  defires  her  to  ftiew  the  French  queen 
and  miniftry  the  improbability  that  the  treaty  fl:ould  produce  a  peace, 
confldering  the  great  difl'erence,  if  not  contrariety  of  grounds  between 
the  rebels  propofitions  and  his ;  that  he  could  not  alter  his,  nor  would 
they  theirs,  till  they  were  out  of  hope  to  prevail  by  force,  whicTi  a  * 
little  affiftance  by  the  French  queen's  means  would  foon  make  them  to 
be  ;  that  if  ever  he  could  put  them  to  a  defenfive,  which  a  reafonable 
fum  of  money  would  do,  they  would  be  foon  brought  to  reafon. 

t  The  conclufion  of  this  fruidefs  treaty,  though  lamented  by  all  the 
moderate  andfenfiblc  men  ofthe  King's  party,  who  were  his  real  friends, 
and  no  enemies  to  the  conftitution,  was  regarded  by  the  Kint^  as  I 
matter  of  rejoicing  :  «  Now  if  I  do  any  thing  unhandfome  or°difad* 
vantageous  to  myfelf  or  friends,  fays  he,  it  will  be  merely  my  own 
tault  i  for  I  confefs,  when  I  wrote  laft  I   was  in  fear  to  have  been 
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Aoo.  164+.    cond  opportunity  which,  fmcc  tlic  commencement  of 
the  war,  had  been  prcfcntcd  to  him  of  a  peaceful 

prelFcd  to  make  fomc  me^n  overt \ircs  to  renew  the  treaty,  knowing 
there  were  great  laboring*  ro  that  purpofc  j  but  now  1  promill*  thce» 
if  it  be  renewed,  which  I  believe  it  will  not  without  fonic  eminent 
good  fuccels  on  my  fide,  it  (hall  be  to  my  honor  and  advantage*  I 
being  now  as  well  freed  from  the  place  of  bafc  and  mutin<Hn  fnO(io{is> 
(tliat  is  to  fay,  our  mungrel  parliament  here)  as  of  the  cKSef  CMjfcn  | 

•  from  whom  I  may  exped  to  be  chidden  by  thee»  fbr  baviiag  fuf!«rrd 
thee  to  be  vexed  by  them."  In  the  whol^  of  the  King'4  prtvAic  COrrc» 
fpondence,  which  accident  brought  to  public  Tiew,  there  is  no  letter 
v/hich  more  fully  than  this  diews  the  infmccrity  of  his  oonduf^,  or  Kis 
enmity  to  the  conftitution.  Notwithllandlng  hn  p«ffiofkue  exprtf- 
fioms  of  aftectioo  to  pejce,  fo  p€o(\jSchf  (ct  fixth  to  the  people,  it  ip- 
pcirs  that  he  ocvcr  cooicitccd  to  s  f rcity  %khilft  the  pirliiAK-Ai  were  in 
A  fittuttco  to  defend  their  pretenftons  or  the  libertks  of  the  conlticu* 
tion,  bot  to  nicnce  the  impociuaate  loliduttons  6f  his  own  party,  ind 
with  no  intention  to  bciog  it  to  the  «lD>ed*foc  cooclafion  •,  and  that  the 
privilege^  of  parUimefU  the  moCt  iaofienfivx  to  nnonwchiical  pride,  aad 

•  ihc  rnoft  modffjiicly  uied.  were  dxfbAefiil  aisd  odious  to  him,  The 
OxfDrd  afiembly,  compofcd  o^htt  friendi  and  foUo«xrs  embarked  with 
hm\  in  the  (ime  ciule,  fbr  exprefllAg»  in  a  pouK  of  the  tJtmo((  inv 
porunce  to  ihcir  ovn  i/>tereft  axtd  purity,  an  opinion  differing  froen 
Im  inclinitions,  «xrc  regarded  with  ihnoiX  an  equal  degree  of  hatred 
and  fcom  as  the  two  kw(c%  u  Wcftxninfter. 

Whitlock  writes,  Tfcac  the  hCk  day  of  thit  cmty  the  ti»\5  houfb  f« 
very  Ute,  in  expeifhtion  of  fonK  good  news  from  Uxbridge ;  that 

•  at  cig^t  o*chxk  in  the  evening  the  Lords  communicated  to  the  Cozn- 
ixMiBS  a  paper  from  the  King^s  cocnminioneri,  which  propofed  his 
mi^dy  fbould  cocne  to  Wei^mioiter  upon  a  fafe-cood^fi,  provided 
the  treaty  might  be  continued  for  ft  longer  terra  y  bwi  thic  a  lelttr  ar- 
riring  at  the  fame  tinf>e  from  the  parliament's  comnuflloncrs,  reUtii^ 
that  there  appeared  no  complian<e  in  the  King's  coennuflicfKrs  to  grant 
any  of  the  propo(3tiocts  the  parliament  determined  a^gainft  prokingix^ 
ihe  treaty.  The  King  had  been  frequently  advifcd  by  hn  bed  friendt 
lo  repair  to  LoAdon,  without  the  ceremony  of  a  fafe<conduift  j  buc  the 
going  to  Looiko  at  all  uithwit  an  arnfvy,  though  n.uth  appcei»cn«.kd 
iw  ihc  pvliiKneot,  ^•a*  never  Ul  the  King's  thoughw,  20^  as  he  oh- 
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polTcflion  of  all  the  mcxicratc  and   fafc  prerogatives  a«o.  1644. 
wliich   attend  monarchical   condition,  with  many  a 
fair  chance  of  regaining  by  intrigue  a  great  part  of 
hi$  former  power  *. 

ferved  to  the  queen*  ac  this  time  only  flung  out  as  4iai-ing  much  force 
of  populir  rhetoric  ^ith  it ;  "  For  as  for  irufting  the  rebcls>  fap  he» 
either  b)'  going  to  Ixtndoo  or  difbanding  my  army  before  a  pcice,  do 
no  ways  fear  my  hizarding  fo  cheaply  or  fooiifhly,  for  I  eftcem  the 
intereil  (hog  hiH  in  me  at  a  far  dearer  rtfc,  and  pretend  to  liavt  a  lie* 
tic  nsore  wic** 

•  In  the  midA  of  the  carter  of  the  King*$  fortune,  imocdiacely 
before  the  ficjge  of  GloceAer,  che  Lx>rds  voted  propofuion*  of  pc*cc 
to  be  imn>ediMcly  fcnt  to  the  King  «  Oxfor<l  i  nor  could  the  lower 
hooifc  have  raifed  a  party  poi^-erfuJ  enough  co  hive  vithl^ood  tiie 
ftrong  inclinatiocis  whSch  at  this  time  prcv&iled  for  a  rtconciliition  with 
him,  had  it  no<  been  fbr  a  kind  of  dknunctuion  of  vengeance  againfl 
all  thofe  who  had  been  tSiWc  in  the  oppofition,  at  thii  tirtK  fet  forth 
in  a  declaration,  and  which  afperfcvi  the  Iruden  of  tbe  populir  pirty 
in  both  houfu  with  the  names  of  fcducen,  odiout  rebels  murxJcren, 
and  ftate-impofton :  •<  If  thofe  invcftive^  and  n*cn»ccs,  fays  Acijcrlry, 
had  been  omitted,  and  proper  ktuiives  to  particular  n>en  had  been  t«* 
fcrted  and  applied,  a  treaty  at  this  time  mull  neceilirily  have  been  em. 
br»ced,  and  probably  had  ended  in  a  good  agreement  -,  for  00  con- 
jun^ure  ever  afforded  the  King  foch  an  advantageoos  and  powerful 
opportunity.*' 

Mr.  Hyde,  afterwards  eari  of  Chrcndoo,  in  the  Hiftoey  of  his  own 
Life,  avows  himfelf  co  he  the  penoer  of  this  declarition  •>  and  tells  on 
thii  fub^e^  a  curious  anccdoce  of  the  Kind's  0|iin»rj  and  incliaations* 
vi-hich  confirms  (hejtillncfs  of  the  firari  and  jcahxifirt  exprcfTed  by  the 
parliament,  rrrvioos  co  the  p«A>ISifhing  the  fbcc. mentioned  declaration, 
tlie  Kingobfen^  to  Mr.  Hyde,  That  he  had  hitherto  dooe  too  mucii 
honor  eo  thofe  rebels  at  Weihninfter,  by  hU  n^entioning  them  in  hit  * 
drclararions  as  pan  of  the  parlunxnc,  whach,  as  long  t«  the)-  fljould 
be  thought  (o  to  be,  they  wx>uld  have  more  authority  by  their  conri. 
nuing  fitting  in  the  place  wliither  they  v^^ere  firfl  called,  thin  all  the  » 

other  members,  though  more  ntimenx^s,  would  have  when  they  (bould 
be  convened  any  where  elfe ;  that  he  knew  no  icjibn  «f*y  he  (hould 
HOC  pofitirely  declare  ihcm  to  be  difTohed,*  and  fo  forbod  them  to  fit 
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This  treaty  of  Uxbridge, 'which  fo  fully  expofed 
the  determined  refolution  of  both  parties,  had  been 
immediately  preceded  by  the  trial,  condemnation, 
and  execution  of  William  Laud,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury. Though  this  unhappy  prelate  had  endured  with 
great  patience  an  imprifonment  of  more  than  three 
years,  yet  he  had  fo  far  continued  his  non-com- 
pliance with  the  parliament  as  obflinately  to  refufc, 
at  firfl  their  recommendation,  and  then  their  peremp- 
tory orders,  to  collate  one  Mr.  Corbet  to  the  living  of 
Chartham   in  Kent:  This  (lubborn   condu(5t   brought 


or  meet  any  more — he  knew  learned  men  of  the  opinion,  that  the  adl 
for  the  continuance  of  the  parliament  was  void  from  the  beginning* 
and  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  King  to  bar  himfelf  from  the 
power  of  diflblving  it,  which  was  to  be  deprived  of  an  eflential  part  of 
his  fovereignty  ;  but,  if  the  aft  were  good  and  valid  in  law,  the  parlia- 
ment had  diflblved  themfelves  by  their  force  in  driving  fo  many  mem- 
bers, and  even  his  majefty  himfelf,  who  was  their  head,  from  the  par- 
liament, and  had  forfeited  their  right  of  fitting,  and  all  which  the  a6t 
had  given  them,  by  tlieir  treafon  and  rebellion,  which  their  very  being 
a  parliament  could  not  fupport ;  therefore  he  wiflied  that  a  proclama- 
tion might  be  prepared  to  declare  them  actually  diflblved,  and  exprefly 
to  forbid  them  to  meet,  or  any  body  to  own  them  or  fubmit  to  them  as 
a  parliament.  Hyde,  who  knew  the  fenfe  of  the  generality  of  the 
King's  awn  party  on  this  fubjecl»  difluaded  him  from  this  deftrudivc 
meafure,  as  a  ftep  which  would  confirm  all  the  reproaches  which  the 
parliament  had  Bung  upon  him,  and  provoke  many  of  his  own  fol- 
lowers to  defert  him ;  that,  for  die  invalidity  of  the  aft,  he  was  in- 
clined to  hope  it  was  originally  void  on  the  grounds  and  reafons  his 
majefty  had  mentioned  ;  and  that  the  parliament  itfelf,  if  the  rebellion 
was  fupprefled,  might  fo  declare  it  v  but  till  then  he  thought  all  the 
judges  together,  even  thofe  who  were  in  his  majefty's  own  quarters, 
would  not  declare  any  fuch  invalidity.  On  thefe  reafons,  urged  by 
Mr.  Hyde,  the  King  declined  his  firft  propofal ;  and  Mr.  Hyde  was 
ordered  to  put  his  conceptions  of  the  matter  in  writing.     Clarendon'y 

ZJffy      vol.     I.      p.     160,^      ^/^^ 
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upon  him  the  fevere  ordinance  for  the  fufpenfion  of  Ann.  1644. 
his  archiepifcopal  jurifdic^ion,  and  the  feizing  his 
temporalities  into  the  hands  of  the  parliament  *. 
Notwithftanding  the  repeated  cry  of  the  populace  to 
bring  this  great  offender  to  juflice,  his  trial  had  been 
of  neceffity  thus  long  retarded,  from  the  fcantinefs 
of  the  evidence  to  provi^  the  charge  which  had  been 
brought  againft  him  :  Proceedings  on  this  bufmefs 
had  met  with  fome  interruption  from  the  death  of 
Mr.  Pym  ;  but  were  afterwards  profecuted  with  great 
vigor,  animofity,  and  bitternefs  by  Piynne,  a  member 
in»  this  parliament,  and  the  fame  lawyer  v/ho  had 
been  perfecuted  with  fuch  tyranny  and  cruelty  by 
Laud,  in  the  triumphant  days  of  the  church.  He 
now  experienced,  from  thi»  exafperated  fufferer,  the 
fame  rigor  which  he  had  in  fuch  full  meafure  meted 
out  to  others,  the  fame  barbarous  infults  from  the 
tools  of  power,  and  the  fame  unjuft  feizing  of  papers, 
not  only  to  prove  thofe  fads  with  which  he  already 
flood  accufed,  but   to  frame   others,  and  to  deprive 

•  The  King  was  fo  carelefs  and  improvident  of  the  archbifhop's 
fafety,  as  to  prompt  and  urge  him  to  this  impolitic  dangerous  ftub- 
bornnefe,  by  fending  him,  firft,  an  order  to  give  Chartham  to  one  Mr. 
Reading,  or,  if  otherwife  commanded  by  the  parliament,  then  to  let 
it  lapfe  to  the  crown  -,  and  afterwards  fent  him  a  general  order,  re- 
quiring, that  as  often  as  any  benefice,  or  other  fpiritual  promotion,  • 
in  his  gift,  Ihould  fall  void,  that  he  ftioold  difpofe  of  it  to  only  fuch 
as  his  majefty  (houkl  name  to  him  -,  or,  if  any  command  lay  other\vir^ 
upon  him  from  either  or  both  the  houfes  of  parliament,  he  fhould 
then  let  them  fall  into  lapfe.  Thefe  unfriendly  injundions  were  obeyed 
by  Laud,  till  the  ordinance  mentioned  in  the  text  pafled.  Tbe  Hifiorf 
tfthe^roublismdfrialofLaudy  p.  20a,  203. 
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him  of  the  neceflary  materials  for  his  defence  *.    Ten 
additional  articles,  by   means  of  the  fore-mentioned 
evidence,  were  fent  up  by  the  Commons  to  the  Lords, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October  1643.      The  charge, 
when  reduced,  confided  of  three  general  heads  ;  viz! 
a  traitorous  endeavor  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  realm,  and  to  introduce  arbitrary  and  tyranni- 
cal   government ;    a   traitorous    endeavor   to    fubvert 
God's   true  religion   by   law  eftablifhed,  and  inflead 
thereof  to  fct  up  Popifli  fuperftition  and  idolatry  ;  an 
endeavor  to  fubvert  the  rights  of  parliament,  and  the 
ancient  courfe  of  parliamentary  proceedings.      Tlys, 
according  to  the  precedent  which  this  parliament  had 
made  in  the   year  1640,  was  urged  as  a  charge  of 
accumulated    treafon ;  bi^  the    crimes    of  Laud  and 
thofe  which  had  been  proved  againll  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford  differed  widely :  Strafford  had  in  his   own  per- 
fon,  in  many  inflances,  infringed  the  conilitutional 
liberty  of  the  fubjc^ ;  it  had  been  proved  that  he  had 
preffed  the  King  to  enlarge  his  commiffions,  both  as 
prefidcnt  of  the  court  of  York  and  deputy  of  Ireland, 
beyond  their  legal  bounds  :  The  acfls  of  tyranny  which 
had   been   perpetrated  by   Laud  were   the  iniquitous 
decrees    of   courts,  in  which    he   only   had   a  fingle 
voice  ;   courts   which   the   power   of   parliament    had 
aboliflied,  without  paffing  any  cenfure  on   the  indi- 
viduals  who  had  compofcd  them — "  How  can   that 
be  treafon  in  me,  urged  this  unhappy  prelate,  which 

•  Laud  tells  us.  That  of  twenty-one  bundles  of  writincr  which  he 
had  prepared  for  his  defence,  and  which  Mr.  Prynne  took°from  him, 
he  could  never  get  above  three  back  again.     Lau^s  Trml,  p.  205,  211!' 
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is  not  made  fo  much  as  a  mifdemeanor  in  any  of  my  Ann.  1644. 
fellow-commiilioners  *  ?"     The  earl   of  Strafford,  to 
humor  a  vicious  ambition,  had  acfled  contrary  to  his 
better  judgment  and   declared  notions  :  Laud,  a  fu- 
perftitious   churchman,  who    had    fludied    little   elfe 
than  canon-law,  and  the  doating  opinions  of  the  fa- 
thers, was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  utility,  equity,  and 
beauty   of   civil  and  religious   liberty  ;  was  himfelf 
impofed  on  before  he  endeavored  to  impofe  on  others  ; 
and  became  a  zealous  inflrument  of  tyranny  even  for 
confcience  fake.      The  earl  of  Strafford  had  enriched 
both  himfelf  and  his   mailer  with  plunder  extorted 
from   the   fubjed  :    No  adl  of  rapacity   was    alleged^ 
againft  Laud  ;  it  was  notorious  that  he  had  fpent  his 
whole  income  in  what  he  ignorantly  thought  was  the 
fervice  of  the  public.      In  the  bill  of  attainder  which 
had  paffed  againft  the  earl  of  Strafford,  there  is  ex- 
prefly  declared   a  treafon  within  the   ftatute   of  the 
twenty-fifth  of  Edward  III.    But  no  fuch  article  was 

pretended  to   lie  againft    the  archbifhop To    thofe 

meafures  which  had  been  indudlive  to  the  Scotch 
commotions,  and  to  the  breach  of  the  pacification 
made  with  that  nation,  he  had  pleaded  the  a(5l  of 
oblivion  ;  and  that  plea  had  been  generoufly  granted 
him  by  the  two  houfes — To  that  part  of  his  charge 
which  relates  to  an  endeavor  to  fubvert  God's  true 
religion  by  law  eftablifhed,  and  inftead  thereof  to  fet 

*  The  Commons  urged.  That  the  moft  iniquitous  of  thefe  fentences 
were  procured  by  the  archbiftiop's  undue  influence  :  But  this  fad,  if 
true,  could  never  be  proved ;  and,  could  it  have   been   proved,  it 
equally  aggravated  the  crimes  of  the  other  individuals  who  compofed 

thefe  courts.  . 
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Am.  1644.    Up  Popifli  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  he  was  particu- 
larly ftrong   in   his  defence,  and   the  allegations  to 
fupport  the  charge  were  particularly  vague  and  trifling. 
The  truth  is,  thofe  fuperftitious  ceremonies  which  he 
with  fo   much  blind  zeal  had  endeavored   to  revive, 
and  which  were  fo  juftly  ridiculed  and  abhorred  by 
the  more  enlightened  Proteftants,  were  the  difcipline 
of  the  firll   reformers  in    this  country,  and  had  the 
faniStion  both   of  the    civil   and   ecclefiaftical  power : 
TReformation  had  begun  in  England  at  the  wrong  end  ; 
It  was  -firil  adopted  and  modelled  by  government,   in- 
flead  of  being  farced  upon  government  by  the  gene- 
ral  fenfe   of  the  people>,  and  thus,  to    farther   the 
ambitious  views  of  the   monarch,  and  to  gratify  the 
pride  of  the  prelacy,  a  great  part  of  the  myftery  of 
Popery  was  retained  in  the  dot^rine,  and  a  great  part 
of  the  puppet-fhews  of  the   Papifts   in  the  difcipline, 
of  the  church  of  England  *.     Though  the  genius  of 
reformation   had    fo   far  prevailed,    that,  before    the* 
promotion  of  Laud  to  the   archiepifcopal  fee  of  Can- 
terbury, many    fuperftitious   ceremonies  obfei-ved  by 
the   firft  reformers,  Ind  others  direded  by   law,  had 
in  pradtice  been  laid  afidc,  yet  they  had  not  been  abo- 
liihed  by  any  adt  of  legiflation ;  nor  in  all  the  long 
lift  of  fuppofed  innovations  charged  againft  him  was 
there  one  to  be  found  which  was  not  warranted  by 

•  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  moft  obnoxious  of  thofe  ceremonies 
which  Laud  fo  childilhly  infilled  on,  were  eftablifhed  at  the  reftoration, 
and  have  been  ever  fince  regularly  pradifed  in  the  church  •,  and  that 
many  of  his  moft  ofFenfive  meafures  have  been  adopted  by  revolution 
minifters,  fuch  as  the  nominating  clergymen  tobejufticcs  of  the  peace, 
with  reftraints  laid  on  marriage. 
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precedent,  or  by  the  inftru<flions  fet  forth  by  that  Ann.  1644, 
politic  tyrant  Elizabeth  and  her  obfequious  parlia- 
ment— To  as  little  purpofe  did  the  Commons  endea- 
vor to  prove  the  delinquent  guilty  of  fetting  up  a 
power  in  the  church  independant  of  the  regal  * :  The 
King,  who  regarded  the  fuccefs  of  Laud's  projedls  as 
necefTary  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  fchemes  for  de- 
fpotifm,  had  freely  lent  him  all  his  power,  which 
in  ecclefiaftical  matters  was  great;  and  Laud  had 
cautioufly  taken  no  ftep  towards    the  fettlement    of 

•  The  ftrongeft  evidence  produced  againft  Laud  was  relative  to  the 
third  head  of  his  charge ;  viz.  an  endeavor  to  lubvert  the  rights  of 
parliament,  and  the  ancient  courfe  of  parliamentary  proceedings.  Thefe 
were,  an  anfwer  to  the  remonftrance  of  the  Commons,  made  the  feven- 
teenth  of  June    1628;  with  a  paper  concerning  a  declaration  of  the 
King,  fet  forth  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January  1628,  found  in  his 
ftudy  in  his  hand-writing,  and  endorfed  by  him.     The  delinquent,  by 
the  following  obfervation,  in  a  manner  acknowledges  the  force  of  this 
evidence :  «  In   this   diligent  and  curious  fearch,  for  Mr.  Prynne's 
malice  made  it,  they  found  fome  papers  concerning  parliaments ;  no 
other,  I  praife  God  for  it,  than  fuch  as  with  indifferent  conftrudion 
might  I  hope  well  pafs,  efpeciaily  c(mfidering  what  occafion  led  me, 
and  what  command  was  upon  me  •,  and  as  I  have  been  told  by  able 
and  experienced  men,  they  would  have  been  nothing  had  they  been 
found  in  any  but  this  troublefome  and  diftraded  time  about  the  rights 
of  parliament,  as  it  is  faid  :  Howfoever,  I  was  moft  unfortunate  they 
Ihould  be  now  found  ;  and  I  had  not  left  them  a  being,  but  that  I  verily 
thought  I  had  deftroyed  them  long  fince." 

It  appears  in  this  trial,  and  by  the  printed  votes  of  this  parliament, 
that  the  oath  given  to  king  James  differed  in  two  very  material  palTagcs 
from  tlwfe  which  had  been  taken  by  his  predecefTors :  One  was  an 
addition,  namely,  «*  agreeable  to  the  King's  prerogative  -,"  the  other 
an  omilTion,  namely,  "  laws  which  the  people  fhall  choofe."  Laud's 
Trial,  p.  319,  355. 
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Atith.  1644.    the  difcipline  of  the  church,  unwarranted   by   royal 
autliority  *. 

On  ferjeant  Wild,  Brown,  Maynard,  Nicholas,  and 
Hill,  all  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
lawyers,  was  impofed  the  invidious  tafk  of  managing 
the  charge  againft  him ;  whilil  his  efpecial  enemy, 
Prynne,  was  employed  to  provide  and  prompt  the 
evidence  f.  Like  true  lawyers,  they  played  their 
parts  in  baiting  the  unhappy  prifoner  with  the  moil 
acrimonious  and  infulting  language  ;  like  true  law- 
yers, they  took  all  the  unfair  advantages  which  their 
offices  and  other  opportunities  procured  them  ;  and 
like  true  lawyers,  they  put  a  forced  and  unwarrant- 
able conftru<5lion  on  all  the  fa(5ts  which  they  cited 
againft  him.  The  behaviour  of  the  prifoner  through 
the  whole  of  his  tedious  trial,  for  it  laflcd  twenty 
days  Xi  di<l  great  honor  to  his  temper  >  and   his  an- 

•  Well  as  Charles  loved,  and  highly  as  he  venerated,  the  church, 
he  idolized  yet  more  his  own  power ;  and  it  is  plain,  by  his  inftrudions 
to  his  fecrctary  Nicholas  on  the  Uxbridge  treaty,  and  many  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  life,  that  his  great  attachment  to  the  prelacy,  and 
his  fchemes  for  enlarging  their  property  and  dominion,  had  principally 
their  rife  from  the  adulation  they  paid  him,  and  the  perfuafion  that  this 
body  of  men  would  ufe  their  influence  over  the  confciences  of  his  fub- 
jedls,  and  all  the  power  he  gave  them,  to  infufe  and  fupport  the  doc- 
trine of  paflTive  obedience  to  the  crown. 

■f  If  we  may  believe  Laud*s  account  of  his  trial,  Mr.  Prynne  kept 
a  fchool  of  inftruftion  for  the  witneffes,  who  were  an  hundred  and  fifty 
in  number,  and  tampered  with  them  in  a  very  fliameful  manner.  Laud's 
^rialt  p.  219. 

J  The  trial  began  on  the  twelfth  of  March  1643,  and  was  not 
fini0ied  pU  the  twenty-ninth  of  June  1 644.     Laud  complains,  that  he 
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fwer,  which  was  both  rhetorical  and'  argumentative,  Ann.  1644. 

proclaimed  his  abilities On  the  fccond  of  November 

he  was  called  before  the  Commons,  to  hear   read   a 
fummary  of  his  charge  j  on    the  eleventh  he  fpoke 
feveral  hours  in  his  defence  at  the  bar  of  that  houfe  ; 
p.nd  on  the  fame   day  the   Commons  pafTed  an  ordi- 
nance which  decreed  him  to  fuffer  death,  as  in  cafes^ 
of  treafon,  with  but  one  difTcnting  voice  *  :  On  the         • 
fixteenth  it  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  the  bu- 
fmefs  llept  till  the  feventecnth  of  December,  when  the 
Lords,  having  been  quickened  by  a  meflage  from  the 
Commons,  and  the  importunity  of  fome  of  their  own 
members,   with  a   kind  of  threat  that   the  multitude 
would  force  them  to   do  juftice  f,  proceeded  to   the 
confideration  of  every  particular  of  the  charge  ;  and, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  fame  month,  acquainted 
the  Commons,  That  they  had  found  the  archbifliop 
guilty   as  to   matters   of    fad:,  but  that  they  defired 
farther  fatisfadlion  in  point  of  law,  whether  the  faid 
matters  were  treafon.     This  produced  a  conference- 
was  often  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  Lords,  and  then  fent  back 
again  unheard,  to  the  needlefsly  expofing  him  to  the  fcorns  and  rcvilings 
of  the  people,  and  to  an  expence  which  he  could  ill  bear,  for  he  never 
appeared  but  it  coft  him  fix  or  feven  pounds  a  day.     The  archbifhop'i 
eftate  and  goods  had  been  fequeftered  ;  and  it  was  not  till  towards  the 
end  of  his  trial,  and  after  repeated  folicitations,  that  the  Commons 
allowed  him  two  hundred  pounds  to  fupport  his  necefTary  expences. 

•  Notwithftanding  this  unanimity.  Laud  tells  us.  That  when  he 
came  to  the  houfe,  the  day  the  bill  pafled,  many  members  compli- 
mented him  on  the  anfwer  he  had  given,  in  a  high  ftrain  of  commenda- 
tion.    Laud's  Trials  p.  441. 

t  A  petition  againft  delinquents,  and  particularly  againft  Laud  and 
the  biftiop  of  Ely,  was  carried  up  to  the  Lords. 
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Ann.  1644.  between  the  two  houfes,  in  which  were  urged,  by 
the  Commons,  fimilar  arguments  to  thofe  which 
had  been  ufed  in  the  earl  of  Strafford's  cafe ;  and,  in 
two  days  after  the  fore-mentioned  conference,  the 
Lords  pafTed  the  defired  ordinance  *.  Laud  produced 
a  pardon  from  the  King  under  the  great  feal;  but 
this  being  held  infufficient,  for  two  reafons  (firft,  be- 
caufe  it  had  pafled  before  the  convidion  of  the  delin- 
quent, and,  fecondly,  becaufe  no  bar  could  be  valid 
againft  the  judgment  of  both  houfes),  he  was  fen- 
tenced,  by  an  order  of  parliament,  to  fuffer  death, 
on  the  tenth  of  January  1644-5,  without  other  favor 
than  to  have  one  of  his  chaplains  attend  him,  in  the 
company  of  two  divines  of  the  Commons'  appointing, 
and  to  have  his  fentence  altered  from  hanging  and 
quartering  into  beheading. 


i 


From  the  time  the  news  reached  him  of  the  Lords 
having  pafled  the  bill  of  attainder,  he  prepared  him- 
felf  to  die  with  exemplary  piety  and  courage,  and 
maintained  the  fame  magnanimity  of  conduifl  through 
all  the  horrors  of  his  fate.  The  whole  tendency  of 
a  long  fpeech,  or  rather  fermon,  which  he  made  on 
the  fcaffbld,  was  to  vindicate  the  King  and  himfelf 
from  the  intention  of  introducing  Popery  into  the 
eilabliflied  religion,  and  to  perfuade  the  people  to  re- 
fubjedl  thcmfelves  to  the  ancient  difcipline  of  the 
church.     In  this  very  performance,  which  was  exe- 

♦  There  were  but  fourteen  Lords  in  the  houfe  when  Laud  was 
voted  guilty  as  to  matter  of  fad:,  and  but  fevcn  figned  the  bill  of  at- 
tainder ;  viz.  the  eatls  of  Kent,  Pembroke,  Salifbury,  and  Boling- 
broke,  with  the  lords  North  and  Grey  of  Werk. 
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cuted  with  great  art  of  compofition,  and  likewlfe  in  Ann.  1644, 
his  remarks  on  the  charge  which  the  Scots  brought 
againft  him,  he  plainly  fhews  that  his  adverfity  had 
not  altered  his  opinions,  nor  corre(5led  any  one  of  his 
raoft  mifchievous  prejudices  ;  and  that,  had  accident 
re-eftablifhed  him  in  his  former  plenitude  of  power, 
he  would  have  run,  to  the  end  of  his  days,  the  fame 
perfecuting  courfe  for  which  he  now  fuffered  * — 
Laud  was  a  native  of  Berkfliire,  the  off*spring  of  pa- 
rents who  were  clothiers  by  trade  ;  was  born  at  the 
town  of  Reading  in  the  year  157  3»  and  received  his 
firft  education  at  a  free-fchool  of  the  place.  At  the 
age  of  feventeen  he  entered  fcholar  of  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, Oxford  ;  and,  in  due  procefs  of  time,  took  the 
degrees  of  bachelor,  mafter  of  arts,  bachelor  of  di- 
vinity, and  dodtor  of  divinity,  and  was  elected  pre- 
fident  of  St.  John's  College.  His  zeal,  which  appeared 
very  early  in  life,  occafioned  him  to  be  very  offenfive 
to  a  confiderable  party  in  the  univerfity  :  He  main- 
tained the  neceflity  of  baptifm ;  that  there  could  be 
no  true  church  without  dioccfan  bifhops  ;  and  was 
queftioned  by  the  vice-chancellor,  Dr.  Airay,  for  hav- 
ing preached  a  fermon  which  contained  fundry  fcan- 
dalous  and  Popifh  paflages.  This  condudl,  which 
rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  zealous  Proteftants^ 
brought  him  into  equal  favor  with  the  high  church 
party :  Richard  Neile,  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  took  him 
under  his    efpecial  prote(5tion^  made   him  his   chap- 

*  Something  of  the  following  nature  dropped  from  Laud  in  the 
defence  he  made  in  the  Lords*  houfe  ;  viz.  That  the  true  religion  had 
fuffered  rather  from  the  relaxation  of  the  church  difcipline  than- from, 
fcverity. 
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Ann.  1644.  lain,  beftowcd  on  him  the  rectory  of  Kuckflone  in 
Kent,  and  introduced  him  to  the  court.  He  was 
fome  time  prevented  from  rifmg  by  the  indefatigable 
pains  of  Abbot,  the  then  archbiihop  of  Canterbury, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  turbulency  of  his 
character,  and  difapproved  his  divinity  :  But,  when 
the  influence  of  this  good  prelate  was  on  the  decline  ; 
when  James  grew  intoxicated  vrith  the  profpe<5t  of  a 
Spanilh  alliance  ;  when  he  repented  him  of  the  doc- 
trine he  had  fo  warmly  maintained  againfl  Vorflius  \ 
when  he  began  to  take  the  Arminians  and  Papiils 
into  his  bofom,  and  difcard  his  old  fellow-fe6tarifts 
the  Calvinifls  ;  when  innovations  were  intended  to 
be  introdueed  into  the  Scotch  worfhip  ;  Laud,  who 
had  by  this  time  wormed  himfelf  into  great  favor 
with  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  was  promoted,  as  an 
ufeful  inflnmient  to  help  carry  on  the  new  meafures 
of  the  court.  As  chaplain  to  James,  he  attended  him 
in  his  laft  journey  to  Scotland ;  was  foon  after  pro- 
moted to  the  bifhopric  of  St.  David  ;  and,  from  the 
fii-fl  period  of  Charles's  adminiilration  to  the  aflem- 
bling  of  the  fecond  parliament  of  1640,  had  the 
entire  direvftion  of  the  ecclefiaflical  government  of  the 
country  ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Buckingham,  was 
one  of  the  King's  prime  advifers  in  all  matters  of 
Hate.  The  provoking  arrogance  of  his  condutSt,  and 
the  tyranny  with  which  he  exerted  this  plenitude  of 
power,  has  been  already  fet  forth  in  this  hiflory :  It 
is  fufficient  here  to  fay,  that  the  principles  of  reli- 
gion on  which  he  uniformly  av5ted  were  as  noxious  to 
the  peace  of  fociety  as  were  the  principles  of  the 
Papiftsj  tlie  fame  want  of  charity,  the  fame  exercife 
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of  cruelty,  the  fame  arrogance  of  dominion,  were  Ann.  164+, 
common  to  both.  Utterly  unacquainted  with  the 
fimplicity,  charity,  and  meeknefs  of  the  Gofpel,  his 
charatfler  was  void  of  humility  and  forgivenefs  j  nor 
had  he  other  rule  to  judge  of  mens  deferyings,  but 
as  they  were  more  or  lefs  attached  to  the  power  of 
the  church  *.  His  Diary,  which  was  expofcd  by  his 
enemies  to  the  public  -cenfure  f,  ^^ew-s  him  to  have 
been  a  fupple  fawning  courtier,  and  tha  this  fuper- 
ftitions  were  as  contemptible  as  thofe  which  belong 

*  In  the  Cambridge  edition  of  the  Bible,  1629,  a  period  when 
Laud  was  in  full  power,  the  explanatory  title  to  the  hundred  and 
forty-ninth  Pfalm  is  altered  from,  "  To  praife  the  Lord  for  his  victory 
and  conquefts  tliat  he  giveth  his  faints  againfl  all  mens  power,"  to 
"  The  praife  given  to  God  for  that  power  he  has  given  to  the  church 
to  rule  the  confciences  of  men."  This  innovation  is  purfued  in  all  the 
editions  from  1629  to  1743. 

f  This  Diary  was  found  by  Mr.  Prynne  in  his  fearcb  into  the  arch- 
«bifliop*s  papers,  and  publifhed  by  him  during  his  trial.  The  archbi- 
fhop  makes  the  following  obfervation  on  this  incident :  "  According 
to  the  order  of  the  Lords,  fays  he,  I  made  the  recapitulation  of  my 
whole  caufe  in  matters  of  greateft  moment ;  but  fo  foon  as  I  came  to 
the  bar  of  their  houfe,  I  faw  every  member  prefent  with  a  new  thin 
book,  in  folio,  in  a  blue  coat :  I  heard  that  morning,  that  Mr.  Prynne 
had  printed  my  Diary,  and  publiflied  it  to  the  world  to  difgrace  me. 
Some  notes  of  his  own  are  made  upon  it :  The  firft  and  the  laft  are 
two  defperate  untruths ;  befides  fome  others.  This  was  the  book 
then  in  the  Lord's  hands  ;  and,  I  aflure  myfelf,  that  time  picked  for 
it,  that  the  fight  of  it  might  damp  me,  and  difenable  me  to  fpeak.  I 
confefs  I  was  a  little  troubled  at  it ;  but,  after  I  had  gathered  up  my- 
felf, and  looked  up  to  God,  I  went  on  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  day.'* 
In  the  epiftle  dedicatory,  to  the  right  honorable  Lords  and  Commons, 
prefixed  to  this  work,  the  author  has  the  vanity  to  fay,  That  a  former 
publication  of  his  had  given  a  deadly  blow  to  the  prelatical  party. 
Laud^s  Trial,  p.  411,  i^  Jeq.  A  Breviate  of  the  Life  of  Laud,  publijhed 
by  P-'^nne, 
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Ann.  1644.  to  the  weakefl  of  women.  Upon  the  whole,  his  cha- 
rav5ler  ferv^s  as  an  eminent  example  to  fhew,  that 
cxtenfive  learning  and  abilities  are  not  incompatible 
with  a  narrow  judgment ;  and  that,  in  all  the  cata- 
logue of  human  frailties,  there  are  none  which  more 
corrupt  the  heart,  or  deprave  the  underftanding,  than 
the  follies  of  religion. 

The  rank  he  held  in  the  church  and  ftate,  during 
the  government  of  Charles,  had  occafioned  his  preju- 
dices to  have  been  very  ofFenfivc  to  the  public,  and 
his  mifdemeanors  were  grofs  and  many  j  but  flill  they 
were  more  the  errors  of  his  judgment  than  of  his  will ; 
and  for  this  reafon,  as  the  juflice  of  the  country  had 
been  fomething  fatisfied  by  the  death  of  the  criminal 
Strafford,  it  would  have  done  honor  to  the  parlia- 
ment to  have  left  this  aged  prelate  *  the  example  of 
their  mercy,  rather  than  to  have  made  him  the  mo- 
nument of  their  vengeance.  Perpetual  imprifonment, 
with  no  more  than  a  decent  maintenance,  and  the 
deprivation  of  his   archiepifcopal  function  (which  of 

*  Laud  was  in  his  fcventy-fecond  year  when  he  fuffered  death.  His 
literary  works  were,  ieveral  Speeches ;  feveral  Sermons  •,  Conference 
between  him  and  John  Fifher  -,  Anfwer  to  the  Exceptions  of  A.  C. 
printed  with  the  Conference  •,  Memorables  of  King  James ;  Anfwer 
to  the  Remonftrance  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  June  1628  • 
Various  Letters  •,  Marginal  Notes  on  Rome's  Mafter-Piece,  publiflied 
by  Prynne ;  Diary  of  his  Life ;  a  Manual  of  Private  Devotions ;  a 
Summary  of  Devotions;  Fari^e  EpifloU  ad  Clarijf.  Ger.  Jo,  Vojfmmt 
printed  in  a  book  entitled,  Gerardi  Johan.  Vcjfii  ^  Clarorum  Virorum  ad 
€um  EpiJioUy  Lond.  1690  ;  Hiftory  of  his  Troubles  and  Trial ;  Annual 
Accounts  of  his  Province,  prefented  to  the  King  in  the  beginning  of 
every  year ;  a  Speech,  or  Funeral  Sermon^  fpoken  by  him  on  the  fcaf- 
fold  on  Tower-Hill  immediately  before  his  execution.  IVood^s  Athene 
Oxonknfes,  vol.  II.  p.  63,  ^  feq. 
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courfe  followed  the  aboliflim^m  of  tliat  kind  of  Aim.^544., 
church-government)  would  have  taken  away  his  abi- 
lities of  doing  farther  mifcluef  ^  ai>d  the  prefent  pro- 
fperous  flate  of  the  parliament's  affairs  rendered  his 
death  a  circumftance  of  no  iraportance  to  the  public 
welfare  *•  It  is  plain  that  lie  fell  a  facrific^  to  the 
intolerant  principles  of  the  Prcfbyterians  f,  a  fe(5t  who 
breathed  as  fiery  a  fpirit  of  perfecution  as  himf^lf  J. 

•  «  In  this  inftance  (fays  a  writer  of  great  note,  fpeaking  of  Laud** 
fentence  and  execution)  the  public  might  fee,  that  popular  alfemblies, 
as  by  their  very  number  they  are  in  a  great  meafure  exempt  from  the 
reftraint  of  Ibame,  fo,  when  they  alfo  overleap  the  bounds  of  law, 
they  naturally  break  out  into  a(5ls  of  the  moft  atrocious  tyranny  and 
injuftice."  If  this  obfervation  is  to  be  taken  as  particular  to  popular 
aflemblies,  as  indeed  it  can  be  no  otherwife  conftrued,  is  it  not  a  partial 
reprefentation  ?  Are  iiot  the  annals  of  our  own,  and  thofe  of  every 
other  fociety,  ftained  with  innumerable  inftances  of  the  moft  atrocious 
of  thefe  kind  of  murders,  committed  even  on  deferving  men,  when 
regal  fovereigns  had  power  to  overleap  the  bounds,  or  ftrain  the  letter 
of  the  law  ?  Was  the  life  and  property  of  the  fubjeds  of  this  country 
^ver  fecure,  till  the  fyftem  of  government  cftablilhed  at  the  Revolution 
had  made  many  neceflfaiy  limitations  to  regal  power  ?  The  unjuft  and 
cruel  judgments  which  have  paffed  upon  individuals  in  thofe  focieties 
where  the  fupreme  power  has  been  eftabliflied  in  popular  aflemblies] 
are  not  to  be  mentioned  in  comparifon  with  thofe  which  have  pafTed  in 
all  monarchical  ftates,  where  the  regal  power  was  not  reltrained  by 
very  confiderable  limitations.  Hume's  Htjlory  of  Charles  /.  ^arto  Edif 
Hon,  p.  393. 

t  Ludlow  is  of  opinion,  that  Laud*s  fentence  was  pafled  to  encou- 
rage and  pleafe  the  Scots,  who  at  this  time  began  to  be  very  trouble- 
fome  to  the  party  who  had  called  in  their  afTiftance. 

X  This  intolerant  fpirit  is  fully  fhewn  in  their  denying  delinquents 
the  comforts  of  their  religious  perfuafion,  under  the  agonies  of  a  fen- 
tence of  death :  Of  three  clergymen  whom  Laud  petitioned  might 
aflTift  him  in  his  preparations  for  his  exit,  there  was  but  one  allowed 
him,  and  this  under  the  reftraint  of  the  infpedion  of  two  minifters 
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Am,  1644.  It  is  farther  to  be  obferved  of  this  prelate,  that  he  is 
the  only  individual  of  that  high  office  in  the  church 
of  England  who  ever  fuflered  death  by  the  hands  of 
an  executioner ;  though  the  turbulent  ambition  of  his 
order  have  diilurbed  the  peace  of  fociety  from  the 
firft  period  of  church  power  to  the  prcfent  day. 

On  the  fame  day  that  the  Lords  concurred  with  the 
Commons  in  the  attainder  of  the  archbifhop,  they 
pafTed  an  ordinance  that  the  Common-Prayer  fhould 
be  lain  afide,  and  for  the  eftablifhing  a  diredtory  of 
worihip  which  had  been  framed  by  the  afTembly  of 
divines,  and  confirmed  by  the  votes  of  both  houfes  *. 

On  the  execution  of  one  Howard,  a  captain,  whom 
the  parliament  had  hanged  for  deferting  with  nineteen 
troopers  to  the  King,  prince  Maurice,  in  revenge, 
inflicted  the  fame  punifhment  on  a  fea-officer,  Turpin 
by  name,  a  common  prifoner  of  war  f.     This,  and 

appointed  by  parliament.  No  individual  in  thefc  melancholy  circum- 
ftances  obtained  more  favor  from  the  two  houfes,  .and  fome  of  them 
not  fo  much. 

♦  This  direftory  gives  general  rules  for  worfhip,  for  paftoral  func- 
tion, and  the  obfervation  of  the  Sunday. 

t  Prince  Maurice  was  of  the  fame  imperious  difpofition  as  his  bro- 
ther prince  Rupert-,  and  was  fent  with  the  chief  command  into  the 
Weft,  in  the  department  of  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  becaufe,  zs 
lord  Clarendon  fays,  the  King  thought  he  fhould  fooner  reduce  his 
people  by  the  power  of  his- army  than  by  the  perfuafions  of  his  counfel, 
juid  therefore  preferred  the  roughnefs  of  the  one's  nature  to  tlic  ' 
lenity  and  condcfcenfion  of  the  other.  The  recompence  the  marquis 
of  Hertford  was  promifed  for  the  deprivation  of  his  command  was,  to 
be  made  a  gentleman  of  the  King's  bed-chamber,  and  groom  of  his 
(iole.    C/ar.  Hifi,  vol.  IL  p.  240.. 
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fuch  kind  of  violences  committed  by  the  royalifts,  Ann  is 
produced  a  parliamentary  ordinance,  appointing  a 
fpecial  commiflion  for  the  execution  of  martial  law, 
with  fevere  inftrudlions  in  matters  relative  to  de- 
fertion  *.  No  other  revenge  was  taken  for  the  mur- 
der of  fourteen  innocent  clothiers,  hanged  at  Wood- 
houfe  in  Wiltfhire  by  the  diredlion  of  prince  Rupert, 
than  the  execution  of  eight  Irifli  prifoncrs,  In  con- 
formity to  an  ordinance  forbidding  quarter  to  be  given 
to  thefe  troops,  and  which  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  cruelties  and  diforders  they  had  every  where 
committed. 


The  King  had   by  this  time  repented  him  of  the 
ill  policy  of  withdrawing  his  own  party  from  the  two 
houfes  at  Weftminfter,  and  a  great  number  of  thefe 
deferters  from  time    to  time  returned  to  the  capital ; 
which  being  obferved  by  the  leaders  of  the  party  in 
oppofition,  the  parliament  were  petitioned  by  the  com- 
mon-council   not   to  receive   any   of  their  members 
who  had  dcferted  them,  without  their  giving  fatif- 
fadlion  for  their  fidelity  in  time  to  come  ;  and  an  or- 
dinance, according  to  a  former  vote  on  this  bufinefs, 
declared.  That  fuch  peers  as  had  deferted,  or  fhould 
defert  the  parliament,  fliould  not  be  admitted  without 
the   confent   of  both    houfes ;    and   that    whatfoever. 
member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons   who  had  fo  of- 
fended, or  fhould  fo  oflfend  hereafter,  and  adhere  to 
thofe  who  were    levying  war   againil  the  parliament, 

*  Tile  two  Hothams  and  Sir  Alexander  Carew  were  tried  and  con- 
demned by  this  court.     - 
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Ajin.  1644,    were  and  fhould  be  abfolutely  difabled  from  fating  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons. 

Among  the  number  of  thofc,  who,  in  this  tri- 
umphant flate  of  the  parliament's  affairs,  either  were, 
or  afFcaed  to  be,  partizans  to.  the  caufe  of  Liberty, 
was  the  prince  Ele(5tor.Palatine,  who  at  this  time  very 
unexpectedly*  arrived  in  England.  He  was  at  firll 
regarded  in  the  invidious  light  of  a  fpy  for  his 
uncle,  and  was  treated  with  great  coolnefs  by  the 
parliament,  who  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  his  re- 
fidence  in  England  would  neither  be  advantageous  to 
his  own  nor  the  public  affairs.  The  prince  received 
-this  reprimand  with  great  humility  ;  and  gave  fuch 
fatisfa^ory  reafons  for  his  condud  *,  that  he  pro- 
cured from  the  parliament  a  penfion  of  eight  thou- 
land  pounds  a  year,  to  be  raifed  out  of  the  eflates  of 
delinquents,  and  was  lodged  in  an  apartment  at  White- 
hall,  fitted  up  on  purpofe  for  his  reception.  He  was 
feverely  reprimanded  by  the  King  for  coming  into  the 
country  without  acquainting  him  with  his  motives  j 
but  yet  continued  his  fubmiffive  behavior  to  the 
parliament,  and  by  tlieir  permiffion  fat  in  the  affembly 
©f  divines  f. 

•  The  following  were  the  motives  and  reafons  which  he  gave  the 
flarliament  for  his  arrival :  That  his  profedions  and  behavior  might 
erafe  thofe  jealoufies  which  the  condud  of  his  brothers  had  drawn  upoa 
him  i  and  that  the  enmity  he  had  incurred  for  his  afFeftions  to  the 
parliament,  and  their  caufe,  would  render  his  abode  in  foreign  parts* 
unpleafing  and  unhappy  to  him.     P^rl.  Hiji.  vol  XIII.  p.  279*^  ^  feqi 

t  Several  lay-members,  who  were  of  the  two  houfes,  had  liberty 
to  debate  and  give  their  vote  in  every  matter  determined  in  this  aflem- 
>Iy :  of  this  number  were  Mr.  Selden  apd  Mr.  WhitlocL    Rujkwortb^ 
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'■  The  earls  of  Holland,  Bedford,  Conway,  and  Clare,  Ann,  1644. 
though  they  had  endeavored  to  atone  for  paft  offences 
by  attending  on  the  King,  and  ferving  in  his  army  at 
the  fiege   of  Glocefler,  itiet  from  the  court  with   a 
treatment  fo  fupercilious,  cold,  and  referved,  that  they 
were  provoked  to  fling  themfelves  upon  the  mercy  of 
the    parliament,    and   returned  again  to   the  capital. 
After  a  flight  confinement,  and  being  debarred  ad- 
mifiion  to  this  affembly,  they  were  reflored  to  their 
former    privileges.       The    earl    of   Northumberland, 
who  had   retired  to  his   houfe  at   Petworth,  with  an' 
intention,  as  it  was  thought,  to  make  peace  with  the 
King,  was  deterred  from  the  execution  of  this  proje(5t 
by  the  reception  his  friends  had  met  with.     The  earl 
of  Holland,  with  a  view  ta  recover  his  former  favor 
with  the  party,  on  his  examination  declared,  and  af- 
terwards published  in  a  manifeflo,  many  things  to 
the  difadvantage  of  the  King's  reputation  j  viz.  That 
the  ceffation  made  with  the  Irifh  rebels,  the  great  fa- 
vor Papiils  were  in  with  the  King,  and  the  evil  mea- 
fures  projedled  and  carried  on  at  Oxford  *,  had  ob- 
liged   him,  in    point   of    confcience,  to  withdraw   a 
fecond  time  from  the  court. — Among  the  number  of 
penitents  who  implored  the  forgivenefs  and  protedlion 
of  parliament,  was  Sir  Edward  Deering,  a  man  of  a 
warm  intemperate   difpofition,  and   conceited    to    an 
high  degree  of  his  abilities,  which  were  by  no  means 
infignificant :  He  was  a  great  zealot  for  epifcopacy  ; 
but   difliking  Popery   more   than    Prefbytery,  or  not 
meeting  with  fo  much  countenance  from  royalty  as  he 

♦  Something  of  the  fame  nature  was  aflcrted  by  the  other  lords. 
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Aofl.  1644.  expe(5led,  he  was  one  of  the  firfl.  who  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  declaration  of  both  kingdoms  for  re- 
ceiving penitents  into  favor,  and  alleged  the  following 
reafons  for  his  abandoning  the  court;  viz.  The  fear 
of  being  compelled  to  attend  the  anti-parliament  at 
Oxford ;  that  the  language  of  clergymen  and  others 
of  the  royal  party  was,  that  the  King  would  be  forced 
to  make  his  way  to  his  capital  by  conquefl ;  that  he 
could  never  reconcile  the  ceflation  in  Ireland  to  the 
vows  made  in  England ;  and  a  convi(flion  of  the  dan- 
ger which  hung  over  this  country  from  the  prevalence 
of  a  Popifli  fa(5tion  *. — ^The  difgufts  taken  at  the  con- 
duc5t  of  the  court,  and  the  growing  profperiiy  of  the 
parliament's  affairs,  occafioned  them  a  daily  acceffion 
of  profelytes :  Among  thefe  were  the  earl  of  Kingflon, 
the  young  earl  of  Caernarvon  f  (whofe  father  had 
loft  his  life  in  the  royal  caufe  J),  and  many  more  no- 
blemen and  others  of  diftindlion. 

*  Sir  Edward  Deering  died  at  his  hoiife  in  Kent,  in  a  few  months 
after  his  return  to  the  obedience  of  parliament,  and  in  a  week  after  he 
had  publifhed  a  treatife,  entitled,  "  The  proper  Sacrifice  againft  the 
©odrine  of  Tranfubftantiation."    Rujbwortby  vol.  V.  p.  384. 

t  This  nobleman's  father  had  retired  from  his  command  in  the  Weft, 
bccaufe  the  licentioufnefs  which  prevailed  among  the  royal  troops,  and 
the  authority  of  prince  Maurice,  prevented  him  from  performing  the 
agreement  he  had  made  with  the  towns  of  Dorchcfter  and  Weymouth. 
Clar.  Hi  ft.  vol.  II.  p.  270. 

%  He  was  killed  at  die  laft  battle  of  Newbury.  Clar,  Hift.  vol.  II. 
p.  69. 
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'Military    tranfadlions. Succefes    of  the  parnament. 


'Surrender  of  Brijiol. Ruin  of  the  Kings  affairs.- 


His  unfuccefsful  mejfages  to  the  parliament  for  leave  to  repair  to 

the  capital. Difunion  between  the  parliament  and  the  Scots, 

The  King  takes  refuge  in  the  Scotch  camp. Affairs  of 

Ireland. The  King's  private  tranfaBions  with  the  Irijh  re- 


•Peace  concluded  with  the 


bels,  by  the  earl  of  Glamorgan. 
Irijh  rebels. 


'T^  H  E  facflion  and  animofity  which  had  long  reigned  Ann.  1644* . 

X      among  the  King's  enemies,  and  had  given  fuch 
interruption  to  the  progrefs  of  their  arms,  was,  now 
that  their  fuccefs  in  the  North  had.  fomething  quieted 
their  fears,  arifen  to  a  very  important  crifis.     It  has 
been    already  hinted,    that    the   powerful    oppofition  Feud$  b  par. 
which  the  King  had  met  with  was  grounded  more  on  "*''"* 
religious    prejudices,    on  perfonal    diflatisfacflion,  on 
the  prevalency  of  a  facflion  about  him,  on  the  natural 
principle   of  refilling  an  high  degree  of  opprellion, 
than   on  any  enlarged  notions  of  government ;  and 
was  more  directed  to  remove  prefent  grievances  than 
to    avoid  the  poffibilities   of  evil.     That  the  parlia- 
ment, and  their  adherents  had  thus   long  maintained 

their. 
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their  power  and  numbers,  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
•  ill  management  of  the  court,  and  the  dread  which 
alike  InfecSted  both  parties  of  falling  under  tlif  lafh 
of  defpotifm,  and  the  provoked  refentment  of  the 
queen  and  the  body  of  Papifls.  Tlie  fevere  terms  on 
Avhich  the  parliament  hafl  offered  peace  to  the  King 
were  more  the  cautions  than  the  principles  of  the 
Prcfbyterians,  who  had  no  diflike  to  regal  authority, 
nor  to  tyranny  itfelf,  provided  it  was  direvfted  accoi'd- 
ing  to  their  own  fantaflic  ideas  and  notions  *. 

Among  the  numbers  who  oppofcd  power  on  thefe 
narrow  grounds,  fome  few  there  were  who,  from  the 
firft^  looked  forward  to  tb€  reformation  of  the  princi- 
ples, as  well  as  the  executive  part,  of  the  government. 
Mr.  Hydje,  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Life,  fays.  That 
Henry  Martin,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
long  parliament,  let  drop,  in  a  convcrfation  in  which 
he  endeavored  to  divert  Mr,  Hyde  from  his  attach- 
ment to  the  court,  the  following  republican  fenti- 
Hient :  That  he  did  not  think  one  man  wife  enough 
to  govern  them  all.  The  author  farther  tells  us.  That 
this  was  the  firft  word  he  ever  heard  any  man  fpeak  to 
fuch  a  purpofe  ;  and  obferves.  That  if  it  had  been  at 
that  time  communicated  or  attempted,  it  would  have 
been  abhorred  by  the  whole  nation.  In  all  likelihood, 
according  to  Mr.  Hyde's  obfervation,  the  party  who 
had  fchemed  the  plan  of  changing  the  fyflem  of  go- 
vernment were   at   this    time   contemptible  in  their 

•  Liberty,  in  an  enlarged  fenfe,  was  never  a  general  principle  of 
m6dan  among  the  Engliib, 
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numbers  ;  and  accordingly  we  find  them  continually  Ann.  1644. 
incurring  the  cenfurc  of  parliament,  for  the  liberty 
they  took  in  their  fpeechcs  with    the    perfon  of  the 
King  and  royal  family,  and  for  the  republican  fenti- 
ments  which  they  often  let  fall  *. 


The  animofity  which  attends  civil  contention,  from 
its  infeparable  quality,  an  extreme  oppofition  to  the 
principles  which  -diretft  the  condu<5l  of  the  adverfary, 
procured  them,  in  the  courfe  of   the  conteft,  fuch  a 
large  addition  of  partizans,  that  at  this  period  they 
were  not  an  inconfiderable  fav5lion.     The  firft  attempt 
which  the  party  made  to  try  their  llrength  in  the 
lower  houfe,  was  in  procuring  an  order  to  forbid  the  ^^[J'j^i*' 
Tower  guns  to  be  fired  on   the  anniverfary  of  the  P-*o8,&fe<i. 
King's  acceflion  ;  but  the  next  day  the  order  was  re- 
voked, by  a  majority  of  feventy-five  againft  fifty-feven. 
The  next  attempt  of  the  republicans  was  attended  with  p^,,!  ^jft. 
more  fuccefs.     In  the  month   of  Odober  1644,  the^°'-^"^v 

p.  294,&fe(j. 

Commons  propofed  to  the  Lords  to  melt  down  the 
King's  magazine  of  plate  in  the  Tower  ;  and  though 
the  propofition  was  much  combated  by  the  upper 
houfe,  yet  the  matter  was  determined  according  to  the 
inclination  of  the  party. 

*  On  Henry  Martin's  advancing  the  following  opinion.  That  it  was 
better  one  family  fhouJd  be  deftroyed  than  many,  he  was  ordered  to 
explain  what  he  meant  by  the  expreflion  "  one  family  ;"  and  on  his 
boldly  anfwering,  **  The  King  and  his  children,"  he  was  committed  t6  f<- 
the  Tower.  Sir  Henry  Ludlow  was  reproved  by  the  fpeaker  for 
faying.  That  Charles  was  not  worthy  to  be  King  of  England ;  and 
one  Chillingworth  was  fent  to  the  Tower  for  citing  examples  concerning 
the  depofing  princes.  ParL  Hifi.  vol.  X.  p.  503,  vol.  XII.  p.  373. 
Nalfon^  vol.  II.  p.  714. 

•   Vol.  IV,  Y  The       *     . 
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The  nobility,  and  thofe  of  the  gentry  who  expected 
by  the  merit  of  their  fervices  to  be  raifed  to  the  like 
diftinftions,  regarded  with  horror  the  growth  of  opi- 
nions  which  tended  to  reduce  all  men  to  that  equit- 
able flate  of  equality  which  is  fo  remarkably  pointed 
out  by  the  law  of  Nature  ;  and  in  proportion  as  thefe 
opinions  prevailed  in  the  aflembly  of  the  Commons, 
the  Lords  oppofed  themfelves  to  their  defigns  and  de- 
terminations. The  adjufting  the  powers  of  the  com- 
mittees of  both  kingdoms,  appointed  by  ordinance  of 
parliament  for  the  carrying  on  the  war,  and  to  far- 
ther the  effeaive  execution  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  two  nations,  had  been  a  matter  of  great 
difficulty  *  ;  and  the  Lords,  though  they  had  hitherto 

•  The  Commons,  in  the  year  i«f44,  to  prevent  the  Kins  from 
receiving  that  good  intelligence  which  he  had  hitherto  had  of  their 
defigns    propofed  the  entrufting  to  a  committee  of  both  kingdoms 
which  had  been  appointed  for  the  management  of  the  war,  a  lareer 
power,  under  an  oath  of  fecrecy  ;  but  the  King  having  yet  a  party  in 
the  upper  houfe    and  the  Lords  in  general  being  jealous  of  the  inde- 
pendent  principles  entertained  by  feveral  of  the  members  of  that  com 
mittee,  under  various  pretences  objefted  to  the  fmallnefs  of  their  num- 
ber, the  greatnefs  of  the  power  with  which  the  Commons  propofed  to 
inveft  them    and  efpecially  to  the  oath  of  fecrecy,  and  to  their  beine 
charged  with  the  preparing  the  propofuions  for  peace;  yet  all  thefe 
points,  after  much  controverfy,  were  carried  according  to  the  inten 
lions  of  the  lower  houfe.  ..       """='"'"- 

In  the  firft  commiflion,  the  committee  were  only  to  advife  and  the 
parliament  to  determine ;  but  on  the  Commons  finding  that  thefe 
open  confultations  afforded  the  King  opportunity  to  procure  intelli! 
gence  of  their  defigns,  the  whole  conduft  of  the  war  was  entrufted  to 
the  committee,  without  reference  to  the  parliament.  The  committP,. 
was  compofed  of  the  feven  following  members  of  the  upper  houfe 
VIZ  the  earls  of  Northumberland,  Elkx,  Warwick,  and  ManchefteV 
with  the  lords  vifcount  Say  and  Seale,  Wharton,  and  Roberts ;  the  fol! 

lowing 
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joined  the  Commons  in  every  neceflary  adl  of  autho-  Ann.  1644. 
rity,  yet  they  had  manifcfted,  by  the  reludlant  manner 
of  their  complying,  that  fuch  concurrence  was  rather 
obtained  by  force  and  importunities,  than  uniformity 
of  judgment    or   inclination.      The    commanders    in 
chief,  ading  with  the  intention  of  preferving  monar- 
chical power  in  the  conftitution,  had  forborne  to  fub^ 
due  entirely  the  King,  or  to  reduce  him  to  a  condi- 
tion in  which  he  fhould  not  be   entitled  to  demand 
conceflions.     The  infmcerity  of  EfTex  is   difcoverable 
in   the  plain  narration  of  related   fadls :  The  public 
caufe  had  fuffered  greatly  from  the  jealoufy  which 
fubfifted   between    him   and    Sir  William   Waller  *; 
and  in  the  laft  battle  of  Newbury   the  earl  of  Man- 
chefter,  who  till  then  had  forwarded  the  war  witU 
alacrity,  was  fo  remifs  in  his  duty,  that  he  was  ac- 
cufed  by  his   lieutenant-general,  Oliver  Cromwell,  of 
having  wilfully  negledled  an  opportunity  of  putting 
a  final  conclufion  to  the  war,  by  a  total  defeat  of  the 
royalifts.     The  parliament  had  fignified  fo  much  dif-  vol!  xnf; 
content  at  the  event  of  this  engagement,  that  though  ^'  ^°** 

lowing  fourteen  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  viz.  the  Hon. 
William  Pierpoint,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  fen.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  jun.  Sir 
Philip  Stapleton,  Sir  William  Waller,  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Armyn,  Sir  Arthur  Hazlerig,  John  Crew,  Robert  Wallop,  Oliver 
St.  John,  Oliver  Cromwell,  Samuel  Brown,  John  Glynne,  Efqrs. 
with  the  earl  of  Loudon,  lord  Maitland,  Sir  Archibald  Johnfton  of 
Wariftoun,  and  Mr.  Robert  Barclay.     Par/,  Hift.     fVhitlock,  ] 

*  As  the  envy  of  EfTex  had  facrificed  Waller  at  the  battle  of 
Roundway-Down,  fo  the  refentment  of  Waller  facrificed  the  earl  of 
EiTex  in  Cornwall ;  and  the  mutual  hatred  between  the  two  generals 
had  occafioned  the  King  to  efcape  from  Oxford  j  befides  tke^'lofs  of 
other  lefs  important  advantages. 

Y2  their 
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their  generals  had  written  them  word  they  had  ob- 
tained a  great  victory  over  the  enemy,  yet  on  the  day 
after  they  received  this  news  they  kept  a  faft,  which 
they  had  appointed  to  be  obfcrved  monthly  (to  depre- 
cate the  vengeance  of  God  for  the  fms  of  the  nation) 
with  great  ftrid:nefs,  nor  would  vouchfafe  to  appoint 
any  thankfgiving.  The  citizens,  in  repeated  peti- 
tions, complained  that  their  wealth  Wcis  exhauftcd  to 
no  purpofe  ;  and  the  public  could  no  longer  endure 
with  patience  the  facrifice  of  their  intereft  to  the  fclfifli 

views  of    their   fervants This    critical    jundure   of 

time  and  opinions  afforded  the  republicans  an  oppor- 
tunity to  farther  the  execution  of  their  wifhes  rather 
than  their  hopes.  They  did  not  fail  to  circulate  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations  :  That  in  the  hands  of  the  members 
of  parliament  were  lodged  all  the  confiderablc  com- 
mands of  the  army,  and  all  the  profitable  offices  in 
the  civil  adminiftration  ;  that  whilft  thefe  individuals 
multiplied  poffeffion  on  poffeflion,  the  body  of  the 
people  were  daily  impoverifhed,  and  groaned  under 
an  unneceflary  yet  infupportable  load  of  taxes  ;  nor 
could  they  expetfl  to  get  rid  of  their  burthens,  or  fee 
an  hopeful  iffue  to  the  war,  fo  long  as  their  gover- 
nors were  permitted  to  enrich  themfelves  by  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  public  *. 

AVhen  the  minds  of  the  people  were  fufficiently 
warmed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  which  had  been 
done  them,  and  were  under  a  full  convi(ftion  that  the* 

•  Arguments  like  thefe  were  daily  enforced  from  the  pulpit,  by 
thofe  of  the  miniftry  who  incliaed  to  republican  principles. 
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nation  would  never  be  free  of  its  diffenfions,  nor  fuch  Ann.  1644. 
a  vidtory  obtained  over  the  King  as  would  procure  a 
fafe  peace,  till  the  army  was  put  under  a  new  mo- 
del, this  project  was  by  one  Zouch  Tate  moved  to  the 
Commons,  at  a  time  when  they  had  refolved  them-  oecemb.  9. 
felves  into  a  grand  committee  to  confider  of  the  fad 
condition  of  the  kingdom  by  the  continuance  of  the 
war  *.  Tate  was  feconded  by  Sir  Henry  Vane,  a 
warm  friend  to  the  interefts  of  the  public  ;  and  the 
motion  was  fo  well  fupported  by  the  whole  republi- 
can party,  with  fuch  ftrong  cenfures  on  the  condu<5t 
of  the  military  commanders,  and  infinuations  that  the 
public  began  to  be  weary  of  the  parliament,  that  the 
Prelbyterians,  who  made  a  large  majority  in  the 
lower  houfe,  could  not  (land  the  attack  :  A  refolutioa 
paffed.  That,  during  the  time  of  the  war,  no  mem- 
ber of  cither  houfe  Ihould  have  or  execute  any  office 
or  command  military  or  civil,  granted  or  conferred 
by  both  or  either  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  or  any 
authority  derived  from  both  or  either  of  the  houfes  ; 
and  that  an  ordinance  to  fuch  a  purport  fliould  be.ac- 
cordingly  brought  in. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  December,  after  a  faft  had  been 
kept  with  great  ftridtnefs,  in  which  the  minifters  of 
the  republican  party  had  with  plainnefs  and  fincerity 

•  *  Tate  was  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  for  the  reforming 
the  army.  He  told  the  houfe.  That  the  committee  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  obey  their  orders ;  but  found  the  condition  of  the  army  as 
the  phyfician  did  the  cafe  of  a  patient  who  confulted  him  about  the 
cure  of  a  flight  tumour,  when  the  whole  mafs  of  his  blood  was  en- 
tirely  corrupted.    Ludlow^  P-  5^* 

'    '  ac- 
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Ann.  1644.  acquainted  the  parliament  with  the  fenfe  of  the  pub* 
lie,  the  ordinance  pafled  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  with 
a  provifo  that  it  Ihould  not  extend  to  any  lord-lieu- 
tenants, deputy-lieutenants,  juftices  of  peace,  or 
commiflioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  *,  who  were 
members  of  either  of  the  houfes  of  parliament.  Such 
a  reformation  did  the  terror  of  being  deferred  by  the 
multitude  produce  in  the  whole  afTembly,  and  fuch  a 
defire  feized  them  of  confuting  the  calumnies  of  their 
enemies  by  a  manifeft  proof  of  difintereflednefs,  that, 
according  to  an  order  pafled  at  this  time,  the  ordinance 
was  carried  up  to  ihe  Lords  by  the  whole  body  of  the 
Commons.  Thus  did  the  lower  houfe,  awed  by  guilt 
and  cajoled  by  appearances,  depart  from  a  manifeft 
rule  of  policy,  and  efpecially  to  be  obferved  where  the 
legiilative  and  executive  power  is  lodged  in  popular 
aflemblies  ;  viz.  the  retaining  an  infcparable  con- 
nexion between  tke  civil  and  military  powers.  The 
truth  is,  the  condudl  of  the  military  commanders  had 
difgufted  many  even  of  the  prefbyterians  ;*  who,  as 
things  were  at  prefent  conftituted,  dcfpaired  of  a  fe- 

> 

•  Before  this  motion  of  Zouch  Tate,  it  had  been  urged  in  the 
houfe,  that  the  army  was  corrupted  by  thofe  of  their  officers  who  held 
civil  employments  :  a  committee  had  been  appointed,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  November,  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  value  of  all  offices 
and  places  which  had  been  beftowed  by  the  parliament,  or  by  virtue 
or  colour  of  any  authority  of  parliament  •,  what  was  received  by  the 
perfons  on  whom  fuch  offices,  places,  or  other  advantages  were  bcr 
flowed  ;  to  confider  what  allowance  was  to  be  made  out  of  them  to 
the  perfons  who  executed  them,  and  what  to  the  ufe  of  the  public  ; 
and  to  begin  firft  with  the  offices,  places,  or  other  advantages,  be- 
ftowed upon  the  members  of  cither  houfe.  Journals  of  the  Commons^ 
Nov.  14. 

cure 


€ure  iffue  to  the  war,  or  of  feeing  the  King  reduced  Amu  1644. 
to  a  condition  in  which  he  would  be  necellitated  to 
yield  to  their  defires  in  ecclefiaftical  matters.  It  would 
have  been  contrary  to  the  former  votes  of  the  parlia- 
ment, and  at  this  critical  time  a  dangerous  meafure, 
to  fix  a  cenfure  on  fervants  who  had  ferved  them  fpe- 
cioufly,  if  not  with  the  utmoft  integrity  :  a  law,  there- 
fore, in  which  their  generals  were  necefTarily  involved,, 
was  a  more  popular  and  gracious  manner  of  dif- 
placing  them,  than  a  more  particular  difmiflion. 


On  the  Lords  refufing  to  pafs  the  felf-denying  or-^ 
dinancc,  another  was  fent  up  by  the  Commons,  pre- 
fcribing  a  new  model  of  the  army,  in  which  Sir  Tho- 
mas Fairfax,  who  for  his  military  abilities,  his  di- 
flinguifhed  fervices,  and  his  honeft  zeal  in  the  caufe 
of  Liberty,  Hood  the  foremoft  in  the  opinion  of  the 
public  *,  was,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  par- 
ties, appointed  commander  in  chief  of  a  military  force 
confifting  of  twenty-one  thoufand  men,  with  the  dan- 
gierous  privilege  of  nominating  the  officers  under  him, 
and  the  execution  of  martial  law.  After  many  ob- 
jections, and  feveral  fruitlefs  conferences,  the  Lords, 
perceiving  the  Commons  determined  on  a  thorough 
reformation  of  the  army,  acquiefced  in  the  defired  re- 


gulation t«     The  carls  of  Eflex,  Denbigh,  and  Man^ 

*  On  the  treachery  of  the  Hothamr,  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 
parliament  to  the  government  of  the  town  of  Hull. 

•f  The  ordinance  pafled  with  a  provifo,  That  the  inferior  officers  to 
be  nominated  by  the  general,  fhould  be  approved  by  both  houfes  of 
parliament.  ^ 

Thefe  forces  were  to  be  fupporttd  by  a  monthly  afleflment  of  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  to  be  raifed  proportionably  throughout 

the 
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chefter,  difgiifted  with  the  large  authority  vefted  in 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and  convinced  that  the  body  of 
nobles  were  not  powerful  enough  to  withftand  the 
public  voice,  furrendered  their  commiffions  ;  for  which 
they  received  the  thanks  of  Lords  and  Commons ;  and 
the  next  day  the  felf-denying  ordinance  pafled  the 
upper  houfc. 
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The  man  who,  for  his  vehement  zeal,  diftinguifhed 
uiihes  him-  himfelf  the  mod  in  the  caufe  of  reformation  was  Oliver 
Cromwell,  whom  courage  and  adlivity  in  the  mili- 
tary fervice  had  promoted  to  the  government  of  the 
iile  of  Ely,  and  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  of  the 
aflbciated    forces    under    the    earl    of    Manchefter  *« 

the  kingdom.  The  price  of  military  fervice  was  in  thefe  days  fo  high, 
that  the  pay  of  every  private  trooper  and  horfeman  in  this  army  was 
two  Ihillings.  After  the  pafTing  the  ordinance,  which  appointed  Sit 
Thomas  Fairfax  commander  in  chief  of  a  new-modelled  army,  he,  by 
«xpre(s  invitation,  repaired  to  the  capital ;  and,  on  the  day  follow- 
ing, was  conduced  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  by  four  of  that  body, 
A  chair  was  placed  for  his  reception,  but  he  modeftly  refufed  fitting, 
and  flood  with  his  head  uncovered  whilft  the  fpeaker,  in  the  name  of 
the  houfe,  gave  him  thanks  for  his  part  fervices,  complimented  him 
on  his  valor,  conduft,  and  fidelity,  and  aflured  him  of  the  care  and 
protection  of  the  parliament  in  discharge  of  that  weighty  truft  which 
the  kingdom  had  repofed  in  him.  The  following  is  the  lift  of  the 
head  officers  in  the  hew-modelled  army:  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  ge- 
neral i  Philip  Skippon,  Efq;  major-general ;  Hammond,  Efqj 

lieutenant-general  of  the  ordnance ;  Henry  Ireton,  Efq-,  commiflary- 
^eneral  of  the  horfe ;  colonels  of  horfe,  Middlcton,  Sydney,  Graves, 
Sheffield,  Vermuden,  Whaley,  Sir  M.  Livefey,  Fleetwood,  Roffiter,  Sir 
Robert  Pyc ;  colonels  of  foot,  Craford,  Berkley,  Aldridge,  Holbourne, 
Fortefcue,  Inglelby,  Montague,  Pickering,  Wclden,  Rainiborouc^h. 
iVbitlock.        . 

♦  Oliver  Cromwell  entered  the  fervice  with  the  rank  of  captain  of 
1  troop  of  horfe,  which  he  had  raifed  out  of  the  county  to  which  he 

belonged  : 


1 


Q-omwell  was  an  enthufiaft  of  the  firfl  form;  and  his  re-  Ana.  164,-. 
ligious  principles  being  highly  puritanical,  he  had  been 
chofen  by  that  faction  to  leprefent  the  town  of  Cam- 
bridge in  the  three  laft  parliaments.  Though  void  of 
thofc  talents  which  draw  and  command  the  opinions  of 
popular  aflemblies,  the  bufy  zeal  of  his  nature,  the  fcem- 
ing  fmcerity  of  his  chai  aclcr,  the  vehemence  with  which  • 
he  purfued  the  popular  caufe,  the  bold  intrepidity  of 
his  condu6l,  rendered  hmi  an  ufeful  inftrumcnt  in  the 
hands  of  the  republican  fadtion.  Whilft  the  generals 
of  the  army,  imitating  the  flyle  of  their  principals 
the  parliament,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  led  on 
their  men  to  hoftile  acfls  againft  Majefty,  talked  of  the 
facrednefs  of  the  King's  power  and  perfon,  and  puz- 
zled the  honeft  foldier  with  the  fenfelefs  contradidtion  ; 
the  more  ingenuous  Cromwell,  difdaining  fuch  low 
and  ufelefs  hypocrify,  cenfured  the  inconfiftent  deli- 
cacy of  the  prefbyterians  as  an  embarraflment  to  the 
fervice  ;  and  publickly  avowed,  that  tendernefs  was  fo 
far  from  being  due  to  the  King's  perfon,  that,  as  the 
prime  author  of  the  calamities  of  the  times,  he  ought 
in  juftice  to  be  one  of  the  prime  fuiferers,  and  that 
for  thefe  reafons  he  fhould  have  lefs  fcruple  to  attack 
him  in  the  field  than  any  other  man.  When  others 
did  but  venture  to  infmuate  that  there  had  been  a 
remiffiiefs  and  negligence  in  the  officers  of  the  army 

belonged  :  they  were  all  freeholders  and  freeholders  fons,  who  upon 
principles  of  conscience,  not  gain,  had  engaged  in  the  quarrel  -,  and 
being,  like  Cromwell  himfelf,  tindured  with  a  fpirit  of  enthufiafm, 
,they  were  from  the  firft  the  moft  courageous,  and  became  by  good 
difcipline  the  beft  foldiers  among  the  parliament's  forces.  Harrh's  Life 
of  Cromwell,    Whithck. 
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Aan.  1645.  with  the  neceffity  and  reaitude  of  a  felf-denying  or- 
dinance, Cromwell  boldly  related  to  the  houfe  the 
mifcarriages  of  the  war  ;  obferved  that  the  military 
commanders,  from  the  lucre  of  gain  and  power,  had 
purpofely  fpun  it  out  ;  and  that,  if  the  army  was  not 
put  under  a  new  regulation,  the  people  would  bc- 
•  come  fo  weary  of  the  war,  that  they  would  force  the 
parliament  to  a  diflionorable  peace  :  he  fhewed  that 
the  army  had  proved  the  nurfery  of  as  brave  officers, 
and  as  fit  for  the  fundtion  of  generallliip,  as  any  were 
in,  Europe  ;  that  they  could  liave  no  fuch  influences 
and  views  as  diredled  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  com- 
manders ;  and  afTerted,  that,  in  proper  regard  to  their 
own  dignity,  the  Commons  ought  to  new-model  their 
army,  and  purge  themfelves  from  the  reproaches  they 
lay  under,  by  a  felf-denying  ordinance,  excluding  all 
members  from  civil  or  military  pofls.  The  unexpec^led 
bold  truths  contained  in  this  fpcech  fo  aftonifhed  the 
guilty  party,  that  it  produced  a  more  fudden  and  ge- 
neral acquiefcence  than  could  have  been  the  fruits  of 
the  utmoft  powers  of  rhetoric.  The  parliament,  in 
the  ordinance  which  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax 
commander  in  chief,  acknowledged  the  propriety  of 
CromwelFs  conduct  ;  they  made  no  mention  of  the 
King's  authority,  nor  inferred  any  claufe  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  perfon ;  and,  when  the  Lords  objedted 
"March  ^^  ^^c  novelty,  they  urged,  That  fuch  a  claufe  muft 
either  fuppofe  that  the  King's  coming  at  the  head  of 
an  army  to  fight  againft  the  parliament  was  to  defend 
the  true  proteftant  religion,  &c.  or  to  oppofe  thefe, 
which  they  knew  he  did,  and  in  this  cafe  it  would 
fcem  rather  a  mockery  than  a  reality  ;  that  the  King 

ought 
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ought  not  to  think  the  parliament  obliged  by   their  Aon.  ,645. 
covenant  to  prefervc  his  perfon,  when  he  appeared  at 
the  head    of  an    army  againft  them  j  nor  ought  the 
foldier  to  forbear  his  duty  by  reafon  of  his  prefence. 
Thus  great  was  the   increafe  of  influence  which  the 
protraction  of  the  war,  occafioned  by  the  King's  ob- 
ftinacy,  and  the  negligence  or  treachery  of  the  parlia- 
ment-generals, had  procured  to  the  republican  fac- 
tion.    The  citizens  aifted  with  fuch  alacrity  in  raifmg 
men  and  money,  that  there  was  an  immediate  pro- 
fpec^  of  a  ftronger  better-difciplined  army   than   any 
the  parliament  had  yet  employed. 

Whilst  the  friends  of  monarchy  were  daily  lofing  The  King's 
their  power  and  influence  in  all  departments,  whilft  ^Sr 
the  King's  fate  was  only  prolonged  for  the  fhort  pe- 
riod till  his  enemies  could  draw  out  their  forces  againft 
him,  he  ftiU  flattered  himfelf  with  the  delufive  hopes 
that  the  jarring  interefts  of  the  diflPerent  parties  which 
formed  the  oppoiition  would  reduce  all  to  his  fubjecliion  *• 

•  The  King's  opinion  of  the  profperity  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  fruitlefs  treaty  ofUxbridge,  is  fully  expreffed  in 
feveral  of  his  letters  to  the  queen.    In  a  letter  dated  March  20    1 644.- " 
he  writes,  «  I  am  now  full  fraught  with  expeftation  ;  I  pray  God  fend 
me  a  good  unlading  ;  for  I  look  daily  for  fome  blow  of  importance  to 
be  given  about  Taunton  or  Shrewfbury,  and  I  am  confidently  afllired 
of  a  confiderable  and  fudden  fupply  of  men  from  Ireland.     Likewife 
the  refradory  horfe  (as  the  London  rebels  call  them)  may  be  reckoned 
in,  for  yet  it  is  not  known  what  fomenters  they  have,  or  whether  thev 
have  none  ;  if  the  latter,  there  is  the  more  hope  of  gaining  them  to  me  • 
howfoevcr,  I  doubt  not  if  they  Hand  out,  as  it  is  probable,  good  ufe 
may  be  made  of  them."     In  a  letter  dated  March  27,  «  The  general 
face  of  my  affairs  begins  to  mend ;  the  diflenfions  at  London  rather 
encreafing  than  ceafing  ;  Montrofe  daily  profpering ;  my  weftcrn  bu- 
fmefs  mending  apace  i  and  hopeful  in  all  the  reft :  fo  that  if  I  had  rea- 
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Ann.  1645.  In  all  probability,  the  refentment  of  EiTex  and  other 
difcarded  generals  would  have  prompted  them  to 
have  raifed  a  Urong  commotion  in  his  favor,  but  for 
the  invincible  diftrufl  which  they  had  entertained  of 
his  fmcerity,  and  which  his  every  action  ftrengthened 
and  confirmed  *. 

fonable  fupplies  of  money  and  powder  (not  to  exclude  any  other)  I  am 
confident  to  be  in  a  better  condition  this  year  than  I  have  been  fince 
this  rebellion  began  ;  and  poffibly  I  may  put  fair  for  the  whole,  and 
fo  enjoy  thy  company  again,  without  which  nothing  can  be  a  con- 
tentment to  me."  In  a  letter  dated  March  30,  "  There  are  no  altera- 
tions happened  of  m.oment,  preparations  rather  than  a-ftions  being  yet 
our  chiefeft  bufinefs,  in  which  we  hope  that  we  proceed  fafter  than  th« 
rebels,  whofe  levies  both  for  men  and  money  (for  certain)  go  oa  very 
flowly,  and  I  believe  they  are  much  weaker  than  it  is  thought  here  at 
Oxford.  For  inftance,  a  very  honeft  fervant  of  mine,  and  no  fool, 
Ihewed  me  a  proportion  from  one  of  the  moft  confiderablc  of  the  Lon- 
don rebels,  who  will  not  let  his  name  be  known  until  he  have  hope 
that  his  propofition  will  take  effed.  It  is  this  •,  That  fince  the  treaty  is 
fo  broken  off,  that  neither  the  rebels  nor  I  can  refume  it  without  a^ 
ieaft  a  feeming  total  yielding  to  the  other,  the  treaty  ftiould  be  renewed 
upon  thy  motion,  with  a  pre-aflTurance  that  the  rebels  will  fubmit  to 
reafon.  The  anfwer  which  I  permitted  my  fervant  to  give  was.  That 
thou  art  much  the  fitted  perfon  to  be  the  means  of  fo  happy  and  glo-^ 
rious  a  work  as  is  the  peace  of  this  kingdom  ;  but  that  upon  no  terms 
thy  name  was  to  be  prophaned  •  therefore  he  was  to  be  fatisfied  of  the 
rebels  yielding  to  reafon,  before  he  ftiould  confent  that  any  fuch  inti- 
mation fhould  be  made  to  thee  j  and  particularly  concerning  religion, 
and  the  militia,  that  nothing  muft  be  infilled  on  but  according  to  my 
former  offers."  Letters  pubhjhed  by  the  Pariiamen/,  emit  led.  The  King^s 
Cabinet  opened, 

*  Clarendon  fays.  That  feveral  of  the  parliament's  commiflloners 
for  the  management  of  the  Uxbridge  treaty  difclofed  to  tlie  King's 
commiflloners  their  abhorrence  of  the  republicans  ;  related  to  them  the 
growing  power  of  this  party  j  foretold  the  change  of  the  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment, if  the  King  did  not  clofe  with  the  padiament  before  the 
propofed  new  model  of  the  army  took  place  >  and  courted  the  King  to 

put 
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At  the  critical  time  whilft  the  treaty  was  yet  un-  Ann.  1645. 
concluded,  every  day  brought   frefh  accounts  to  the  Mutinous 
parliament  of  the  mutinous  ftate  of  the  army,  who,  i'm  °'^'^'' 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  foldiers,  retained  a  great 
veneration  and  refpedl    for   their  old  officers.      Had 
this  difpofition  of  affairs  continued  any  time,  it  might 

put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  prelbyterian  and  ariftocratic  party  in 
parliament,  with  a  promife,  that  if  he  would  put  fuch  a  face  on  af- 
fairs as  to  yield  to  the  conditions  fent  him,  they  would  ever  adhere  to 
his  interefts,  drive  his  enemies  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  regain  him 
all  his  prerogatives ;  but  that,  without  his  majefty  made  the  defired 
concefllons,  they  were  now  too  much  in  the  power  of  their  principals 
to  be  of  any  fervice  to  him.     The  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Salifbury 
who,-  out  of  fear  of  their  power,  always  voted  with  the  republican 
party,  were  the  moft  forward  of  thefe  fycophant  traitors  in  their  offers 
to  the  Kmg;  but  lord  Clarendon  tells  us,  That  a  large  ariftocratic 
party  in  parliament  was  at  this  time  very  near  as  much  afraid  of  the 
republicans  as  of  the  King  -,  and,  would  he  have  fatisfied  the  Scots  on 
the  article  of  religion,  they  would  have  readily  clofed  with  his  own 
terms.     Certainly  the  obftinacy  of  the  King,  and  the  guilt  of  feveral 
ot  his  comm^ffioners,  who  feared  the  being  made  a  facrifice  to  the  re- 
lentment  of  the  parliament,  loft  him  the  opportunity  of  defeating  the 
views  of  the  republicans.     Unfortunately  for  this  unhappy  monarch 
he  always  looked  upon  thofe  even  of  liis  own  party  as  enemies  who  in! 
clined  to  moderate  counfels,  and  only  advifed  with  men  who  were 
particularly  obnoxious  to  the  parliament,  and  whofe  intereft  and  even 
fecurity  depended  on  the  total  deprivation  of  their  power.     Sir  Edward 
Hyde,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon,  one  of  the  moft  obnoxious  of  the 
royal  partizans,  one  of  the  commiffion,  and  the  relator  of  the  above 
mentioned  anecdotes,  plainly  fliews,  by  dwelling  much  on  the  preca' 
nous  fituation  of  tJic  King's  followers  fliould  a  treaty  be  concluded  on 
the  parliament's  conditions,  that  motives  of  perfonal  fafety  and  inte 
reft  aftuated  the  condud  of  the  royal  commiflloners  in  this  treatv  ' 
and  by  a  letter,  dated  Oxford,  January  22,  16^4,  from  the  King  to 
the  queen,  it  appears,  that  he  had  nominated  thofe  to  be  of  the  com 
miflion  whofe  averfenefs  to  concefllons  they  could  both  depend  on' 
Uar,  Hiji,  vol.  II.  p.  444,  ^  fe^,     TheKing^s  Cabinet  opened. 

have 
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Ann.  1645.  have  proved  ruinous  to  the  parliament  ;  but,  to  the 
reputation  of  the  difcarded  oflicers,  it  mufl  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  not  only  themfelves  fubmitted  to  the 
commands  of  the  parliament,  but  perfuaded  their 
fubalterns  to  a  like  conformity  *. 

Military  Langhorn  and   Mitton,  two  a^ive  officers  in  the 

tranfaw'^ions.   parliament's  fervice,  feizing  upon  the  town  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  broke  the  King's  line  of  communication  with 
Chefter,  and  expofed  all  North-Wales,  Hereford,  and 
Worcefler,    to    the  inroads    of  his    enemies.       Lord 
Goring  f,  who  was  preparing  to  invade   Suflcx  with 
an  army  of  three  thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  hundred 
foot,  was  forced  by  a  party  under   the  command  of 
Sir  William  AValler  to  retire  to  Salifbury,  whiJfl  Van- 
drufk,  a  German  officer  in  the  parliament's  fervice, 
threw  a  reinforcement  into  the  garrifon  of  Taunton' 
which  had  been  a   long  time  blocked  up  by  colonel 
Windham  for  the  King.      Goring,  on  his  difappoint- 
ment,  was  ordered  to  march  towards  Dorfetihire  and 
Somerfetfhire,  to  join  Sir  Richard  Greenville,  who  lay 
with  a  ilrong  party  on  the  borders  of  this  county,  re- 
duce Taunton,  Weymouth,  Melcomb,  and  the  other 
ports  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  parliament,  thus  fecure 
all  Somerfetfliire  to  the  King,  and  open  a  pafTage  into 
Devonfhire  and  Cornwall.     To  prevent  the  execution 
of  this  plan,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  who  had  now  com- 
pleted his  levies,  was  directed  by  the  committee   of 

♦  Whitlock  fays,  That  the  return  of  the  foldiers  to  their  obedience 
was  attributed  in  great  meafure  to  the  prudence  and  gallantry  of  major- 


general  Skippon.     JVbithck,  p.  136. 

t  This  officer's  fadier  had  been -lately  created  carl  of  Newark. 
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both  kingdoms  to  march  with  his  forces  to  the  Weft  j  Ann.  1645. 
but,  on  the  intelligence  that  the  King  was  preparing 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army  *  he  received 
counter-orders  to  march  back  again,  and  defend  the 
mid-land  counties.  Thefe  commands  were  imme- 
diately obeyed  :  colonel  Welden  was  detached  with 
three  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen  hundred  horfe  towards 

♦  The  opinion  which  the  King  had  of  the  fituation  of  his  affairs,  in 
the  commencement  of  this  campaign,  is  exprefled  in  feveral  of  his 
letters  to  the  queen.     In  one  dated  May  4,   1645,  ^e  exprefles  him- 
felf thus  :  «  And  now  if  I  could  be  aflured  of  thy  recovery,  I  would 
have  but  few  melancholy  thoughts,  for  I  thank  God  my  affairs  begin 
to  fmile  upon  me  again  ;  Wales  being  well  fwept  of  the  rebels,  Far- 
ringdon  having  relieved  itfelf,  and  now  being  fecured   by  Goring's 
coming ;  my  nepfiews  likewife  having  brought  me  a  flrong  party  of 
horfe  and  foot ;  thefe  quarters  are  fo  free,  that  I  hope  to  be  marching 
within  three  or  four  days,  and  am  ftill  confident  to  have  the  dart  of 
the  rebels  this  year.     I  am  likewife  very   hopeful  that  my  fon  will 
fliordy  be  at  the  head  of  a  good  army  ;  for  this  I  have  the  chearful 
affurance  of  Colepeper   and   Hyde."     In   a   letter  dated   May   14, 
«*  Upon  Saturday  laft  I  received  a  difpatch  from   Montrofe,  which 
affures  me  his  condition  to  be  fo  good,  that  he  bids  me  be  confident 
that  his  countrymen  fhall  do  me  no  great  harm  this  year ;  and,  if  I 
could  lend  him  five  hundred  horfe,  he  would  undertake  to  brin-*  me 
twenty  thoufand  men  before  the  end  of  this  fummer.     For  the  general 
ftate  of  my  affairs,  we  all  here  think  it  to  be  very  hopeful ;  this  army 
being  of  a  good  ftrength,  well  ordered,  and  encreafmg-,    my  fon's 
fuch  that  Fairfax  will  not  be  refufed  to  be  fought  with,  of  which  I 
hope  thou  wilt  receive  good  fatisfa6lion  from  himfelf.     'Tis  true  that 
I  cannot  brag  of  good  itore  of  money ;  but  a  Iharp  fword  always  hin- 
ders ftarving  at  lead ;  and  I  believe  the  rebels  coffers  are  not  very 
full,  (and  certainly  we  fhall  make  as  good  a  fhift  with  empty  purfes 
as  they)  or  they  muft  have  fome  greater  defect,  elfe  their  levies  could 
not  be  fo  backward  as  they  are  ;  for  I  affure  thee  that  I  have  at  this 
inftant  more  men  in  the  field  than  they.     I  ain  not  very  confident  what 
their  northern  forces  arc,  but,  except  they  are  much  ftronger  than  I 
am  made  to  believe,  I  may  likewife  include  them." 

Taun- 
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Ann.  1645.    Taunton,  and  the  general  returned  back,  and  quar- 
tered at  Newbury. 


During  thefe  traverfes  of  the  parliament's  forces, 
the  King,  having  been  joined  by  the  princes  Maurice 
and  Rupert,  on  the  feventh  of  May  had  taken  the 
field,  with  defign  to  relieve  Chefter,  at  this  time 
clofely  befieged  by  Sir  William  Brereton  ;  and  from 
thence  to  march  towards  the  North,  to  revenge  on  the 
Scots  the  defeat  his  forces  had  met  with  at  Marfton- 
Moor.  In  liis  way  to  Chefter  he  flormed  and  took 
Hawkfley-Houfe  in  Worceftcrfhire  ;  and  in  Staflbrd- 
fhire,  having  received  the  different  informations  that 
the  liege  of  Chefter  was  raifed,  and  that  the  city  of 
Oxford  was  clofely  beleaguered  by  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
fax, he  laid  afide  his  northern  defign,  and,  with  in- 
tention to  divert  the  parliament's  forces  from  the 
fiege  of  Oxford,  fell  upon  the  town  of  Leiceft:er, 
which  he  took  by  ftorm  on  the  firft  affault  *, 


Leicefter 
taken  and 
iacked  by 
the  King. 


According  to  the  King's  conje<5lure,  the  parlia- 
ment, on  the  news  of  fo  important  a  lofs  as  the  town 
of  Leicefter,  diredled  their  general  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Oxford,  and  attend  the  King's  motions ;  who,  on  the 
intelligence  that  his  garrifon  at  Oxford  was  in  diftrefs, 
had,  immediately  after  the  florming  of  Leicefter,  fet 

•  The  whole  town  was  facked,  and  the  inhabitants,  without  dil- 
tindion  of  friends  or  foes,  plundered  and  abufed  by  his  licentious 
army  :  thus  much  is  allowed  by  Clarendon.  Whitlock  fays,  That  the 
King's  forces  killed  many  who  afked  for  quarter,  and  put  divers  wo- 
men to  the  fword  •,  and  that  the  town  was  miferably  plundered.  Clar. 
Hift,  vol.  II.  p.  504.    JVhitlock^  p.  143,  144- 
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forward  to  relieve  it.  At  Harborough  receiving  the  Ann.  1645' 
flattering  account  that  Fairfax  had  drawn  off  his  *  ' 
forces  from  Oxford,  and  had  been  repulfed  with  great 
lofs  in  an  affault  on  Borftal-Houfe  in  Buckingham- 
Ihire  *,  he  was  encouraged  to  feek  the  enemy,  with- 
out waiting  the  acceffion  of  two  thoufand  foot,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Gerrard,  expecSled  from 
Wales,  and  three  thoufand  horfe,  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Goring,  from   the  Weft  f.     A  de- 

*  It  was  a  detachment  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax's  army,  under  major- 
general  Skippon,  which  was  repulfed  by  the  garrifon  of  Borftal-Houfe. 

t  Clarendon  fays.  That,  on  the  above-related  intelligence,  the  roy- 
alifts  believed  that  Fairfax's  army,  difpirited  with  having  failed  in 
their  two  firft  enterprizes,  were  led  out  of  the  way  of  the  King's  vic- 
torious troops ;  and  that,  on  this  furmife,  they  concluded  it  was  beft 
to  find  them  out  while  their  fear  was  yet  upon  them. 

The  following  letter  from  the  King  to  the  queen,  dated  June  o, 
1645,  exprefles  the  fanguine  hopes  of  the  royal  party  immediately  be- 
;  fore  the  battle  of  Nafeby.     "  Dear  heart,  Oxford  being  free,  I  hope 
this  will  come  fooner  to  thee  than  otherwife  I  expeded,  which  makes 
me  believe  that  my  good  news  will  not  be  very  ftale  ;  which,  in  fhort 
is  this  :  Since  the  taking  of  Leicefter,  my  marching  down  hither  to 
relieve  Oxford  made  tiie  rebels  raife  their  fiege  before  I  could  come 
near  them,  having  had  their  quarters  once  or  twice  beaten  up  by  that 
garrifon,  and  loft|four  hundred  men  at  an  affault  before  Borftal-Houfe. 
At  firft  I  thought  they  would  have  fought  with  me,  being  marched 
as  far  as  Brackley,  but  they  arc  fince  gone  afide  to  Brickhi?! ;  fo  as  I 
believe  they  are  weaker  than  they  are  thought  to  be ;  whether  by 
their  diftradions  (which  are  certainly  very  great,"  Fairfax  and  Brown 
having  been  at  cudgels,  and  his  men  and  Cromwell's  likewife  at  blows 
together,  where  a  captain  was  flain)  or  wafting  their  men,  I  will  not 
fay.     Befides,  Goring  hath  given  a  great  defeat  to  the  weftern  rebels  • 
but  I  do  not  yet  know  the  particulars.     Wherefore  I   may  (without 
being  too  much  fanguine)  affirm  that,  fince  this  rebellion,  my  afl=kirs 
were  never  in  fo  fair  and  hopeful  a  way  ;  though  among  ourfelves  we 
want  not  our  own  follies,  which  is  needlefs,  and  I  am  fure  tedious  to 

Vol.  IV:  A  a  j^n   • 


Ann.  1645. 


Clar.  Hlft. 
vol.  II. 
p.  506, 

The  King's 
defeat  at 
Nafcb^. 
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tachment  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax's   army  falling  into 
the  King's  quarters  before  he  -was  aware   of  his  ap- 
proach, it  was  determined  in  a  council  of  war  to  ha- 
zard without  delay  the  event  of  a  battle  j  and,  on  the 
report  of  a  fcout-mafter,  who  averred  that  he  could 
neither  fee  or  hear  any  thing  of  the  enemy,  prince 
Rupert,  imagining   they   had    retired   through    fear, 
drew  out  a  party  of  horfe  and  mulqueteers,  both  to 
difcover  and  engage  them.     Intoxicated  with  the  idea 
that  they   were  flying  before   him,  he,  on   the  firfl 
appearance  of  their  army,  advanced  fpeqdily  forward^ 
and  fent  back  word  to  the  King  to  follow  with   all 
poilible  hafte  :  the  King  complied  with  this  diredtion, 
and,  quitting  a  judicious  order  of  battle  and  a  favor- 
able ground,  marched  up  hill  to  the  enemy,  who, 
furveying  his  motions,  had  leifure  and  opportunity 
to   form  themfelves   to  advantage.     The  main  body 
of  their  army  was  headed  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  and 
major-general    Skippon,    the   right   wing   was   cona- 
manded  by  lieutenant-general  Cromwell,  the  left  by 
commiflary-general   h'eton,    and    the   referves    were 
brought  up  by  Rainfborough,  Hammond,  and  Pride. 
Lord  Aftley  *  led  up  the  main   body  of  the  royaliil 
forces,  the  King  was  at  the  head  of  the  referve   of 
horfe,  prince  Rupert  commanded   the  right  wing  f, 

tell  thee,  but  fuch  as  I  am  confident  fhall  do  no  harm,  nor  much  trou- 
ble me."  Ciar.  Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  506.  Letters  publijhed  by  the  Parliament y 
entitled^  The  King's  Cabinet  broke  open, 

•  Sir  Jacob   Aftley,  lately  created  a  baron.     Clar.  Hift,  woh  tl^ 

-j-  The  King  had,  to  the  great  difcontent  of  his  party,  {ct  afidc  his 
old  general  the  earl  of  Brentford,  and  put  his  nephew  priiice  Rupert 
into  his  command.     Clar,  Hifi*  vol.  II.  p.  427. 

and 


CHARLES       I. 


^19 


\ 


and  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  the  left.  Prince  Ru-  Ann,  1645. 
pert,  with  his  ufual  alacrity,  began  the  attack  on  the 
left  wing,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  put  them 
to  flight,  and  chafed  them  to  the  village  of  Nafeby, 
notwithftanding  the  gallant  Ireton  made  fuch  re- 
fiftance,  that,  after  he  was  run  through  the  thigh 
and  wounded  in  the  face,  he  maintained  the  combat 
till  he  was  taken  prifoner.  The  main  body  of  the 
parliament  army  fuftained  a  fierce  aflault  from  the 
enemy,  led  on  by  lord  Aftley  and  the  King  himfelf  *. 
Skippon  being  dangeroufly  wounded,  was  entreated 
by  the  general  to  leave  the  field,  but  abfolutely  re- 
je(5ted  the  advice,  and  protefted  he  would  not  ftir  fo 
long  as  one  man  would  ftand;  whilft  the  general 
himfelf,  having  had  his  helmet  beat  off,  rode  up  arid 
down  the  field  bare-headed,  and  refufed  to  be-  co- 
vered till  the  fate  of  the  day  was  determined:  The 
fortunate  Cromwell,  who  commanded  the  beft  troops 
"in  the  parliament's  fervice,  had  equal  fuccefs  againft 
Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  f  as  prince  Rupert  had  had 
againft  Ireton  _;  but,  with  fuperior  prudence  to  that 
precipitate  youth,  left  a  party  of  his  horfe  to  make 
head  againft  the  enemy  in  cafe  they  Ihould  rally,  and 

*  Whitlock  fays.  The  King  Ihewed  himfelf  this  day  a  courageous 
general,  keeping  clofe  with  his  horfe,  and  himfelf  in  pcrfon  rallying 
them  to  hot  encounters.  ...  .v-* 

-j-  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  commanded  the  northern  horfe,  who, 
according  to  Clarendon's  account,  were  too  much  difcontented  with 
the  difappointment  of  not  returning  to  their  own  country  to  be  trufted 
on  any  important  aftion.  The  King,  when  he  took  them  to  the  fer- 
vice  at  Leiceftcr,  promifed  them  they  (hould  return  to  the  North  in 
J^ftcen  days. 

A  a  2  re- 


i8o 

Ano.  1645. 


Ladlow*s 
Memoirs, 
p.  61. 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 

returned  with  fpecd  to  the  field  of  battle,'  where  he 
found  the  main  body  of  the  parliament  army  hardly 
prefTed  by  the  royalifts.  The  return  of  Cromwell, 
who  charged  the  King's  infantry  in  flank,  gave  frefh 
courage  to  his  friends  ;  and  the  royalifts,  who  had 
begun  to  put  the  enemy  in  diforder,  were  in  a  iliort 
fpace  of  time  entirely  routed,  and  chafed  out  of  the 
field  ;  nor  could  the  King  perfuade  the  party  of  horfe 
which  he  headed,  though  joined  by  prince  Rupert, 
now  returned  from  his  improvident  chace,  to  rally 
and  renew  the  charge. 

In  this  battle,  the  fecond  mortal  blow  to  the  King's 
fortunes,  he  loft  his  whole  train  of  artillery,  all  his 
baggage,  five  thoufand  prifoners,  and  feven  hundred 
men  flain,  among  whom  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
officers.  On  the  parliament's  fide  were  flain  one  thou- 
fand men  *.  A  vi(5lory  thus  important,  obtained  by 
an  army  which  chiefly  eonfifted  of  new-raifed  troops, 
and  whofe  oflacers,  excepting  a  very  few,  had  never 
been  trufted  with  any  of  the  principal  commands, 
aftonifhed  both  friends  and  foes,  and  was  almoft  as 
mortifying  an  incident  to  the  difcarded  chiefs  of  the 

•  The  houfc  of  Commons  gratified  with  confiderable  prefents  all 
the  meflcngers  who  brought  to  them  the  news  of  this  vidtory,  or- 
dered two  days  of  thankfgiving,  and  fent  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax  and  his  field-officers.  Five  hundred  pounds  were  or- 
dered to  be  bellowed  on  a  jewel  for  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax.  To  major- 
general  Skippon,  who  had  drawn  up  the  form  of  the  battle,  they 
likewife  fent  a  letter  of  thanks,  with  Dr.  Clark,  a  phyfician ;  and  a^ 
the  fame  time  defired  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  to  take  care  that  the  fur- 
geons  of  the  army  might  ufc  their  bcft  endeavors  for  hrs  recovery. 
fVbitlock^  p.  J  46. 
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pld  army  (who,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  which  had  attended  Ann.  1645. 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  had  flattered  ihem- 
felves  with  the  hopes  of  being  courted  to  refume  their 
offices)  as  to  the  vanquiflied  enemy.     But,  to  the  ho-  Good  con- 
nor  of  the  commanders  of  the  new  model,  it  muft  ^^lltl'^^ 
obferved,  that  they  had  introduced  a  greater  fobriety  Veiled  army, 
of  manners,  with  a  more  rigorous  difcipline,  than  had 
been  praflifcd  by  the  forces  under  the  commands  of  the 
earls  of  Eflcx  and  Manchefter,  Sir  William  Waller,  &c.  * 

But  if  the  parliament's  new-modelled  army  boafted  The  behavior 
a  fuperiority  of  conduct  to  the  old  eftablifliment,  that  arniy\nd?he 
fuperiority  was  yet  more  eminent  when  they   were  ^^^^Zl? 
'compared  to  their  royalift  antagonifts.     If  we  contrail 
the  account  given,  both  by  friends  and  foes,  of  the 
parliament's  army  to  that  of  the  King's,  as  related  by 
the  great  partizan  of  the   cavalier  fa^flion,  the   lord 
Clarendon,  the  oppofition  will  be   found  to  be    ex- 
treme.    To  an  exadl  and  rigorous  difcipline,   which 
had  been  introduced  by  the  commanders  of  the  new 
model,  was  united  in  the  one  both  fobriety  and  piety 
of  manners  ;   the  hours  which  could  be  fpared  from 
military  duties  were    fpent  in   exercifes  of  devotion  ; 
fighting,  with  them,  was  not  a  trade  of  blood,  but  an 

*  That  difference,  fays  Clarendon,  was  obferved  all  along  in  the 
difcipline  of  the  King's  troops,  and  of  thofe  who  marched  under  the 
command  of  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  •,  for  it  was  only  under  them,  and 
had  never  been  remarkable  under  Effex  and  Waller,  that  though  the 
King's  troops  prevailed  in  the  charge,  and  routed  thofe  they  charged, 
they  fcldom  rallied  themfelves  again  in  order ;  whereas  the  other  troops, 
if  they  prevailed,  or  though  they  were  beaten  and  routed,  prefenily 
rallied  again,  and  ftood  in  good  order  till  they  received  new  direi^iojis. 

Clar.Hifi,  vol.11,  p.  508. 
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Ann.  1645.  exertion  of  principle  and  obedience  to  the  call  of 
confcience ;  and  their  conducfl  was  not  only  void  of 
infolence  and  violence,  but  benevolent  and  humane  r 
-fuch  an  army,  unlefs  it  meets  with  an  adverfary  equal 
in  thefe  points,  muft  be  irrefiftible.  On  the  contiary, 
the  royalift  army,  who  were  at  firft  diforderly  by  the 
encouragement  they  met  with  in  vice  from  their  pro- 
fligate commanders,  were  degenerated  to  fuch  a  date, 
as  to  be  feared  by  their  friends,  fcorned  by  their  ene- 
mies, only  terrible  in  plunder,  and  refolute  in  run- 
ning away  *. 

•  "  As  many  limes,  {fays  Clarendon,  obferving  on  the  different  cha- 
rafteriflics  of  the  two  contending  parties)  men  in  a  fcufBe  lofc  their  wea- 
Dons,  and  light  upon  thofe  which  belonged  to  their  adverfaries,  who 
again  arm  themfelves  with  thofe  which  belonged  to  the  others,  fuch, 
one  would  have  thought,  had  been  the  fortune  of  the  King's  army  in 
the  encounters  with  the  enemy;  for  thofe  under  the  King's  com- 
manders grew  infcnfibly  into  all  the  licence,    diforder,  and  impiety 
with  which  they  had  reproached  the  rebels,  and  they  into  great  difci- 
pline,  diligence,  and  fobriety,  which  begat  courage  and  refolution  in 
them,  and  notable  dexterity  in  atchievemcnts  and  cnterprizes ;  info- 
much  as  one  fide  feemed  to  fight  for  monarchy  with  the  weapons  of 
confufion,  and  the  other  to  dcftroy  the  King  and  government  with  all 
vthe  principles  and  regularity  of  monarchy."     This  obfervation  of 
Clarendon,  with  many  others  of  the  fariic  kind,  fhew  him  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  properties  and  true  interefts  of  that  government  he 
idolizes,  and  of  the  nature  of  thofe  principles  which  connected  fo  large 
a  party  to  his  mafter's  intercft  -,  fincc  it  is  plain,  that,  as  the  King  endea- 
vored to  deform  the  conftitution  by  introducing  arbitrary  power,  he 
naturally  encouraged  tyranny  in  his  officers,  and  liceniioufnefs  in  his 
\J      party  •,  the  one  to  accuftom  the  people  to  fervile  obedience,  and  the 
other  to  render  them  proper  fubjcds  for  it »,  .whilft ,  the  parliament, 
,  who  had  undertaken  the  bufincfs  .of  reformation,  ncceflarily  incited 
.  and  countenanced  thofe  manners  and  condud  which  would  produce  that 
cffeft.     Vice  and  ignorance  arc  the  only  fupport.  of  tyranny,  as  virtue 
4Uul  knowledge  are  tjie  fupport  of  freedom  :  only  tell  a  wife  man  what 
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Rapid  were  the  conquefls  which  now  attended  the  Ann.  1645, 
parliament's  arms.     Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Jf^^;^^„,, 
Nafeby,  Leicefler   furrendered  itfelf   to    Sir    Thomas 
Fairfax,  without  other  terms  but  quarter  for  the   go- 
vernor and  the  garrifon.     This  vidborious  general  loft  Succcflesof 
no  time   in  marching  to  the  Weft.     To  this  quarter  meat, 
the  prince  of  Wales  had  retired  *  :  it  was  the  only  part 
of  the  kingdom  where  the  King  had  at  this  period 
any  face  of  an  army ;  but,  by  the   ravages  and  bar- 
barities committed  by  his  troops,  and  the  ill  condud 
of  his  officers,  it  was  become  ripe  for   an  eafy  con- 

queft At  Dorchefter  Fairfax  met  with  an  aflbciarion 

which  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  fome  of  the  cavaliers,, 
as  the  laft  refource  of  the  royal  party,  and  ftyled 
Clubmen  ;  they  pretended  neutrality,  declared  their 
intention  was  to  refift  only  thofe  who  fhould  attack 
them,  and  to  mediate  peace  between  the  King  and 
-parliament.  To  this  end  they  requefted  a  renewed 
treaty,  with  a  ceffation,  and   that  the    garrifons    of 

kind  of  government  is  eftabliihcd  in  any  particular  fociety,  and  he  will 
tell  you  what  are  the  manners  and  the  underftandings  of  the  people 
Clar.  Hift.  vol.  II.  p.  295,  6f  T^f . 

•  On  the  parlianaent's  being  iitformed,  that  the  King- intended  the 
prince  (hould  fue  forth  his  livery  for  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  thit 
the  lord'Effex  had  been  applied  to  for  a  pafs  for  furniture  and  utenfils 

*  to  fumifti  his  houfe,  and  that  Sir  David  Cunningham  had  been  ordered 
to  fend  down  a  tranfcript  of  that  livery  granted  to  tke  King  when 

tprince,  the  parliament  returned  anfwer  to  the  lord  JEflcx,  That  they 
did  not  think  the  King's  requeft  ftiould  be  granted  ; '  for  if*  the  prince 
did  go  itito  the  weftern  parts,  as  Sva*defired,-undei<  thei  pretence  -to 

^fettle  in  Cornwall,  it  might  be  of  very  il>confeqncnce.to  the  pwWic» 

'for  thereby  he'  might  draw  away  the  affeaions  of  the.  pcpple  from  the 
fervice  of  the  commonwealth.     Pari  Hijt,  vbl.'XIlI.  p.  20 1 ,  205. 

DorfeU 


l 


i84  HISTORY    OF     ENGLAND. 

Ami.  1645.  Dorfetfliire  and  Wiltlliire  fliould  be  put  into  their 
hands.  Fairfax,  who  did  not  care  to  be  interrupted 
from  the  conqueft  of  the  Weft,  civilly  told  them, 
That  he  approved  of  their  endeavors  for  a  peace  ;  and, 
after  fhewing  the  ill  confequcnces  which  would  at- 
tend their  demands,  on  the  reafon  that  by  papers 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Nafeby  difcoveries  had  been 
made  for  the  bring^ing  in  ten  thoufand  French  and  fix 
thoufand  Irilh,  he  enjoined  them  to  give  over  their 
meetings,  and  proceeded  to  the  Weft. 

Through  the  ill  management  or  treachery  of  Go- 
ring, Taunton,  which  had  refifted  with  fo  inflexible  a 
refolution  the  extremities  of  a  long  fiege  as  to  have 
been  termed  the  Saguntum  of  England,  and  which, 
according  to  advices  fent  by  Goring,  could  hold  out 
but  a  few  days,  received  provifions  from  the  adjacent 
county  J  and  when  Fairfax  advanced  to  its  relief,  Go- 
ring and  his  army  retired  to  an  advantageous  fituation 
at  Lamport  ;  from  whence,  though  as  powerful  in 
numbers  as  the  adverfary,  they  were  beaten,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  thoufand  men,  and  obliged   to   retire 

to   Bridgewater ^Bridgewater    was    regarded    as    an 

impregnable  fortrefs  ;  and  the  royalifts  of  thefe  parts 
had  lain  up  in  it,  as  a  fafe  repofitory,  their  treafure 
and  moft  valuable  efTet^ls ;  but,  to  the  extreme  ter- 
ror and  difappointment  of  the  party,  on  the  firft 
attack  it  was  furrendered  by  its  governor,  colonel 
Windham,  on  terms  of  no  greater  advantage  than 
quarter  to  the  garrifon The  city  of  Bath,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  Bridgewater,  yielded  itfelf  to 
the  conquerbr  ;  who,  after  the  florming  and  taking 
'  the 
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the  caftles  of  Sherborn  and  Nunny,  prepared  for  the  Ann.  1645. 
more  important  enterprize  of  Briftol ;  a  garrifon,  by 
his  own  particular  defire,  efpecially  entrufted  to  the 
care  of  prince  Rupert ;  a  garrifon  which  he  had  taken 
care  to  recruit  with  great  proportions  both  of  men 
and  money  ;  and  of  which  he  had  written  to  the  King 
that  he  fhould  be  able  to  defend  it  four  months  -,  but 
which,  to  the  furprize  of  all  parties,  on  the  parlia- 
ment's forces  entering:  the  lines  by  ftorm,  he  delivered  Surrender  of 

up  to   the  enemy  on  terms  or   capitulation At   Ax- 

minfter,  the  fcene  of  adlion  which  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  the  conqueft  of  Briftol,  Fairfax's  quarters  were 
beaten  up  by  Goring,  who  lay  in  thefe  parts  with  a 
command  of  lixteen  hundred  horfe  :  Goring  was  re- 
pulfed,  and  obliged  to  repafs  the  Ex  ;  after  which 
Fairfax  took  Tiverton  by  ftorm,  and  blockaded  the 
city  of  Exeter. 

The  ruin  of  the  King's  affairs  was  hurried  on  by  Ruin  of  the 
the  fa<5lion,  animofity,  and  profligacy  which  fubfifted    ^"^*    **'*' 
among  his  generals.     Goring,  after  having  done  all 
imaginable  diflfervice  to  the   royal   caufe  *,  left   the 

*  It  was  aflferted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  counties.  That 
Goring  had  from  the  beginning  combined  with  the  rebels  ;  that  he  had 
wafted  and  ruined  all  the  fupplics  which  had  been  fent  him,  and  now 
left  a  difTolute  and  odious  army  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  to  a 
county  more  juftly  incenfed,  and  confequently  more  mercilefs,  than 
they ;  that  Weymouth  had  been  loft  in  the  view  of  his  army ; 
that  by  a  counter-fcufHe  at  Petherton-Bridge,  two  of  his  own  party, 
purfuing  the  orders  they  had  received,  fought  with  each  other,  whllft 
the  enemy  retired  to  their  ftrengths  •,  that  he  had  difcountenanced 
the  garrifon  of  Lamport,  and  diflblved  it ;  that  he  had  cherifhed  the 
Clubmen  ;  that  he  had  lain  with  his  army  before  Taunton  full  fix 
weeks  after  he  declared  the  enemy  to  be  at  his  mercy  within  fix  days  -, 
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Ann.  16+5.  Dorfetfliire  and  Wiltlhire  fhould  be  put  into  their 
hands.  Fairfax,  who  did  not  care  to  be  interrupted 
from  the  conqueft  of  the  Weft,  civilly  told  them, 
That  he  approved  of  their  endeavors  for  a  peace ;  and, 
after  (hewing  the  ill  confequcnces  which  would  at- 
tend their  demands,  on  the  reafon  that  by  papers 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Nafcby  difcoveries  had  been 
made  for  the  brinjjing  in  ten  thoufand  French  and  fix 
thoufand  Irifh,  he  enjoined  them  to  give  over  their 
meetings,  and  proceeded  to  the  Weft, 

Through  the  ill  management  or  treachery  of  Go- 
ring, Taunton,  which  had  refifted  with  fo  inflexible  a 
refolution  the  extremities  of  a  long  fiege  as  to  have 
"been  termed  the   Saguntum  of  England,  and  which, 
according  to  advices  fent  by  Goring,  could  hold  oiu 
but  a  few  days,  received  provifions  from  the  adjacent 
county  ;  and  when  Fairfax  advanced  to  its  relief,  Go- 
ring and  his  army  retired  to  an  advantageous  fituation 
at   Lamport ;  from  whence,  though  as   powerful   in 
-numbers   as   the   adverfary,  they  were   beaten,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  thoufand  men,  and  obliged    to   retire 
to   Bridgewater. — ^Bridgewater    was    regarded    as    an 
impregnable  fortrefs  •,    and  the  royalifts  of  thefe  parts 
had  lain  up   in  it,   as  a  fafe  repofitory,   their  treafure 
and  moft  valuable  effeAs ;  but,  to  the  extreme  ter- 
ror  and  difappointment  of   the    party,  on    the    firft 
attack   it  was  furrendered   by  its  governor,    colonel 
Windham,  on    terms  of  no   greater   advantage   than 
quarter    to    the    garrifon The    city    of   Bath,    fol- 
lowing the  exaniple   of  Bridgewater,  yielded  itfelf  to 
the  conquerbr  5  who,  after  the  florming  and  taking 
•  the 
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the  caftles  of  Sherborn  and  Nunny,  prepared  for  the  Ann.  1645. 
more  important  enterprize  of  Briftol ;  a  garrifon,  by 
his  own  particular  defire,  efpecially  entrufted  to  the 
care  of  prince  Rupert ;  a  garrifon  which  he  had  taken 
care  to  recruit  with  great  proportions  both  of  men 
and  money  ;  and  of  which  he  had  written  to  the  King 
that  he  fhould  be  able  to  defend  it  four  months ;  but 
which,  to  the  furprize  of  all  parties,  on  the  parlia- 
ment's forces  entering  the  lines  by  ftorm,  he  delivered  Surrender  of 

up  to   the  enemy  on  terms  or   capitulation At   Ax- 

minfter,  the  fcene  of  adtion  which  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  the  conqueft  of  Briftol,  Fairfax's  quarters  were 
beaten  up  by  Goring,  who  lay  in  thefe  parts  with  a 
command  of  fixteen  hundred  horfe  :  Goring  was  re- 
pulfed,  and  obliged  to  repafs  the  Ex  ;  after  which 
Fairfax  took  Tiverton  by  ftorm,  and  blockaded  the 
city  of  Exeter. 

The  ruin  of  the  King's  aflfairs  was  hurried  on  by  Ruin  of  the 
the  fadlion,  animofity,  and  profligacy  which  fubfifted     "**    **"' 
among  his  generals.     Goring,  after  having  done  all 
imaginable  difl[ervice  to  the   royal   caufe  *,  left   the 

*  It  was  afferted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftcrn  counties.  That 
Goring  had  from  the  beginning  combined  with  the  rebels  j  that  he  had 
wafted  and  ruined  all  the  fupplics  which  had  been  fent  him,  and  now 
left  a  diflblute  and  odious  army  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  to  a 
county  more  juftly  incenfed,  and  confequently  more  mercilefs,  than 
they ;  that  Weymouth  had  been  loft  in  the  view  of  his  army ; 
that  by  a  counter-fcuffle  at  Pethcrton-Bridge,  two  of  his  own  party, 
purfuing  the  orders  they  had  received,  fought  with  each  other,  whilft 
the  enemy  retired  to  their  ftrengths ;  that  he  had  difcountenanced 
the  garrifon  of  Lamport,  and  diflblved  it  j  that  he  had  cherifhed  the 
Clubmen ;  that  he  had  lain  with  his  army  before  Taunton  full  fix 
weeks  after  he  declared  the  enemy  to  be  at  his  mercy  within  fix  days  -, 
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command  of  his  army  to  the  lord  Wentworth  (who, 
according  to  Clarendon,  was  totally  difqualiflcd  for 
the  employment)  and  retired  to  France;  whilll  Sir 
Richard  Greenville,  another  of  the  King's  commanders, 
of  a  charader  equally  licentious  with  that  of  Goring, 
retired  from  Oakhampton,  a  convenient  fituation  both 
to  cover  the  eaft  fide  of  Exeter,  and  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  communication  with  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
beyond  the  Tamar,  to  the  frontiers  of  Cornwall- 
where  he  iflued  out  a  proclamation  to  treat  all  Go- 
ring's  foldiers,  who  Ihould  pafs  the  river,  as  enemies* 

and  in  that  time,  pretending  that  he  would  in  a  few  days  ftarve  thenr, 
he  fuffered  great  quantities  of  provifion  to  be  carried  into  them[ 
through  his  own  quarters ;  that  he  had  fuffered  his  brother  Porter  to 
have  feveral  interviews  with  the  rebels  ;•  that  he  had  fuffered  two  thou- 
fand  of  his  foot  to  run  away  whilft  he  lay  before  Taunton  ;  that  he 
had  fuffered  his  head -quarters  to  be  beaten  up  at  noon-day,  before  the 
rout  at  Lamport  •,  that  he  had  fo  far  negleded  his  army  after  that  de- 
feat, that,  of  between  three  and  four  thoufand  foot  which  yet  remained 
with  him,  within  fixteen  days  he  had  not  thirteen  hundred,  nor  ever 
after  recovered  a  man,  but  what  was  gotten  together  by  the  aftivity 
and  authority  of  the  prince;  that  he  had  lain  in  Devonfhire  five 
months,  with  a  body  of  above  four  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  deftroying 
and  irreconciling  the  country  to  the  King  and  the  caufe,  without  making 
the  leafl  attempt,  or  in  any  degree  looking  after  the  enemy,  whilft 
the  rebels,  by  formal  fieges,  took  in  the  garrifons  of  Bridgewater, 
Sherborn,  and  Briflol ;  and  that  the  enemy  had  let  fall  difcourfes  as  Tf 
they  were  fure  enough  of  Goring.     Clar,  Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  540,  6f /^y. 

•  Sir  Richard  Greenville  had  formerly  been  a  minion  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  through  his  influence,  though  a  younger  bro- 
ther, had  matched  himfelf  to  a  wroman  of  a  large  fortune ;  but  fhe 
having  been  wife  enough  to  vefl  her  eflate  in  truft  to  the  carl  of  Suf- 
folk, whofe  brother  fhe  had  formerly  married.  Sir  Richard,  on  a  fepa- 
ration  which  his  ill  ufagc  had  occafioned,  found  himfelf  difappointed 
©f  his  prey  |  and  moreover,  on  fome  abulJe  which  he  had  flun<y  out  on 
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—The  prince  of  Wales,  who  had  now  put  himfelf  at  Ana.  j64s. 
the  head  of  the  whole  body  of  royal  forces,  advanced 
to  the  relief  of  Exeter  ;  but  Fairfax,  on  intelligence 
of  the  enemy's  motions,  marched  with  fuch  fpeed 
towards  them,  that,  furprizing  at  Bovey  Tracy  a  bri- 
gade of  their  horfe  commanded  by  the  lord  Went- 
worth, he  llruck  a  panic  in  the  whole  army,  and  the 
prince  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Launcefton.  The 
prince's  retreat  fo  alarmed  a  body  of  the  royalifls 
who  had  a  long  time  lain  fiege  to  Plymouth,  that,  in 
the  utmoft  diforder,  they  raifed  the  blockade,  and 
retiring  beyond  the  Tamar,  left  all  their  cannon  and 

the  earl  of  Suffolk,  he  was  fined  fix  thoufand  pounds  by  a  decree  of 
Star-Chamber,  and  committed  to  the  Fleet-Prifon,  where  he  Ian- 
guifhed  many  years,  for  incapability  of  payment.  This  oppreffivc 
unjuft  decree  was,  among  others  of  the  fame  kind,  under  parliamentary 
confideration  when  the  rebellion  broke  out  in  Ireland ;  and  Sir  Ri- 
chard  Greenville,  who  had  ferved  in  the  Low-Countries  under  prince 
Maurice,  was  fent  over  by  the  parliament  in  the  charader  of  major  to 
the  lord-lieutenant*s  regiment  of  horfe.  Clarendon  fays,  That  he 
committed  many  afts  of  cruelty  to  the  Irifh  rebels ;  but  declaring 
heartily  againfl  the  ceffation,  he  was  well  received  by  the  parliament, 
who  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  the  horfe  under  Sir  William 
Waller,  in  an  intended  expedition  to  the  Wefl,  and  gave  him  a  large 
fum  of  money  for  the  expence  of  his  equipage.  The  firfl  and  only 
iervice  he  did  the  King  was  by  a  breach  of  trufl  to  the  parliament ; 
whom,  by  communicating  their  counfels  to  the  court  at  Oxford,  he 
difappointed  of  the  poffeffion  of  Bafing-Houfe.  After  he  had  offered 
his  fervice  to  the  King,  he  wrote  a  very  infolent  letter  to  the  parlia- 
ment ;  and  on  thefe  merits  was  fent  into  the  Weft,  put  into  the  pof- 
feffion of  his  wife's  fortune,  granted  the  fequeflration  of  the  eftates 
of  the  earl  of  Bedford,  the  lord  Roberts,  and  Sir  Francis  Drake,  made 
high-fheriff  of  Devon,  commander  of  the  blockade  at  Plymouth,  and 
indulged  in  the  highefl  excefs  of  rapacity ;  but,  according  to  lord 
Clarendon,  did  great  prejudice,  rather  than  fervice,  to  the  royal  caufe. 
Clar.  Hifi.  / 
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ammunition  in    the  hands   of  the    enemy. — ^To   the 
great  inequality  of  manners  and  difcipline   which  at 
this  time  fubfifted  between  the  two  armies  of  the  King 
and  parliachcnt,  the  King's  prefent  unpopularity  had 
no  fmall  fliare,  in  the  precipitating  the  conqueft  of  the 
Weft :  the  publication  of  the  papers  taken  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Nafeby  had  gained  many  converts  to  the  better 
caufe  5  and  befides  the  inclinations  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  weflern  parts,  who  were  ready  to  rife  and  re- 
venge themfelves  on  the  royal  army,  from  whom  they 
had  endured  the  utmoft  excefs  of  opprefRon  *,  many 
individuals  of  that   army,  both   officers   and  private 
men,    fhewed  a   very    amicable    difpolition    towards 
their  antagonifts.     After    the    florming  and    taking 
of   Dartmouth,     Fairfax,     leaving    the    blockade    of 
Exeter  to  the  care  of  Sir  Hardrefs  Waller,  advanced 
to    meet    the    Lord    Hopton,    to    whom    the    prince 
of  Wales  had  configned  the  command  of  the  royal 
troops,    and    who    was    marching    to    the    relief  of 
Exeter  at  the  head  of  feven  or  eight  thoufand  men. 
From  the  advantageous  poft  of  Torrington    he   was 
beaten,  with   the  lofs   of  above  three  thoufand  foot, 
and  obliged  to  retire  with  his  horfe  only  into  Corn- 
wall, where   he  was  immediately  followed  by  Fair- 
fax, who  ufed  all  imaginable  vigilance  to  prevent  the 

♦  The  weftern  parts,  who  from  the  beginning  had  manifefted  great 
zeal  for  the  King's  fervice,  had  fufFcred  extreme  hardlhips  from  the 
licence  of  the  armies  of  prince  Maurice,  Goring,  and  Greenville.  It 
may  be  remembered,  that  prince  Maurice  was  advanced  to  that  com- 
mand by  the  King,  in  preference  to  lord  Hertford,  becaufe  he  had 
lefs  regard  for  the  civil  government  of  the  country,  and  was  poflcfled 
of  a  more  foldierly  roughncfs  of  temper. 

remaining 
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remaining  remnant  of  the  royalift  forces  from  efcap-  Ann.  1645. 
ing  and  joining  the  King.     On  the  approach  of  Fair- 
fax the  prince  of  Wales  was  carried,  by  thofe  to  whom 
the' King  had  appointed  the  care  of  his  perfon,  to  the 
ifle  of  Scilly,  thence   to  Jerfey,  and   from  thence   he 
foon   after  joined  the   queen   in  France  *.      Hopton, 
hemmed  in  on  all  fides,  both  by   the  enemy^s^army 
and  by  the  inhabitants  of   the  county,  who    thougli 
formerly  devoted  to   the  King,  had  now  voluntarily 
offered  their  fervices  to  Fairfax  to  affia  in  blockmg  up 
the  paffes  to  prevent  his  forces  from  efcaping,  retired 
with  the  lord  Capel  to  the  ifle  of  Scilly,  leaving  his 
troops  to  treat  for  themfelves.     Defperate  as  was  their 
condition,  the  following  generous  terms  were  granted 
them  by  Fairfax  :  That  they  fhould  have  leave  to  go 
beyond  fea  or  to  their  homes  ;   and  that  they  fhould 
furrender  their  horfes    and    arms,  on   the  condition 
that  each   trooper  fhould  receive  twenty  fhillings  or 
the  return  of  his  horfe  t-     On  the  difTolution  of  this 
army,  Exeter    immediately   furrendered    on   articles  r 

•  Notwithftanding  that  the  prince's  removal  out  of  the  kingdom 
gave  a  general  difguft,  and  that  his  repair  to  France  was  a  "leaj-ure  [o 
fdious  both  to  the  King's  friends  and  foes,  that  the  lormer  had  feme 
intentions  to  prevent  its  execution,  by  fecunng  las  perfon  yet  the 
King  fent  his  fon  repeated  orders  to  join  his  mother  m  France.  Lord 
Clarendon,  who  was  one  of  the  council  whom  the  King  had  appointed 
to  attend  the  prince,  is  not  fparing  of  his  abuic  on  the  prince  s  gover 
nor  the  earl  of  Berkfhire,  for  his  oppofing  the  prince's  removal  out  of 
the  kingdonnu 

t  Thofe  who  (laid  in  England,  as  well  foreigners  as  others  were  to- 
bind  themfelves  for  ever,  but  thofe  who  went  beyond  fea  only  for  three 
years,  not  to  bear  arms  againft  the  parliament.     R«Jbw^th,  vol.  VI. 
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and  thus,  to  the  glory  of  Fairfax  and  the  triumph  of 
the  party,  was  completed  the  entire  conqueft  of  the 
Weft. 

Uninterrupted  fuccefs  attended  every  divifion  of 
the  new-modelled  army :  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  had 
fo  highly  diftinguifhed  himfclf  in  the  beginning  of 
the  campaign  as  (by  the  efpecial  defire  of  the  gene- 
ral) to  have  been  excufed  from  paying  an  immediate 
obedience  to  the  fclf-denying  ordinance,  who  had 
been  eminently  inftrumental  to  the  gaining  the  bat- 
tle of  Nafeby,  who  had  fubdued  the  fpirit  of  the 
Club-armies  which  had  rifen  in  all  the  weftern 
counties,  and  who  had  attended  Fairfax  in  all  his 
important  enterprizes,  after  the  furrender  of  Briftol 
reduced  to  the  obedience  of  parliament  all  the  King's 
garrifons  which  lay  to  the  eaft  of  this  city  *  j  and 
thus  fecured  a  communication  between  their  army  in 
the  Weft  and  the  city  of  London. 

The  battle  of  Nafeby  would  not  have  proved  en- 
tirely decifive  of  the  fate  of  the  King,  had  it  not  been 
for  a  kind  of  infatuation  which  poflefTed  his  councils. 
With  fome  fcattercd  troops,  the  wrecks  of  his  defeat 
at  Nafeby,  he  had  in  Wales,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Gerrard,  a  body  of  two  thoufand  horfe  and 
one  thoufand  foot ;  in  the  Weft,  Goring  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  nearly  equal  to  that  which  he  had 

*    The   Devizes,   the   caftle   of  Winchefter,    Bafing-Houfe,    and 
Laycock-Houfe  J  Berkley-Caftlc  was  bcfieged  and  taken  by  colonel 


Rainlborou^h. 
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loft  at  Nafeby  ;  the  garrifons  which  yet  remained  in  Ann.  1645. 
his  pofleflion  were  more  numerous  than  thofe  in  the 
hands  of  the  parliament,  and  they  were  every  day 
ftrengthening  by  the  coming-in  of  the  routed  forces. 
Had  thefe  advantages  been  fkilfully  managed,  they 
were  yet  fufiicient  to  have  procured  peace  on  mode- 
rate terms,  or  to   have  afforded  much  work  for  the 
parliament  j  but  the  King,  inftead  of  retreating  into 
the   Weft,  and   coUevSting  his  fcattered  forces    to  an 
army  already  formed,  and  in  a  country  better  devoted 
to  his  fervice  than  any  other   in  the  kingdom,  re- 
treated from  Nafeby  to  Hereford,  and  from  thence  to 
Abergavenny  in    Monmouthftiire,    where    he   endea- 
vored, by  the  afliftance  of   the  troops  under  colonel 
Gerrard,  to  form  a  new  army.     The  gentry  of  the 
largeft  fortunes  in   the   Welfh  counties,  for   reafons 
often  fpecified  in  this  work,  had  from  the  beginning 
of   the  war  manifefted  great  zeal  in   the  King's  fer- 
vice, and  had  paid  implicit  obedience  to  his   inftru- 
ments  ;  but  they  had  been  fo  much  infulted  and  har- 
raffed  by  the  rapacious  infolence  of  Gerrard,  and  were 
fo  terrified  left  the  King's  prefence  fhould  draw  upon 
them  the   whole  power  of   the   parliament,  that,  in- 
ftead of  complying  with  his  defires  in  the  raifing  fuch 
a  body  of  foot  as  fhould  enable  him   again  to  look 
the  enemy  in  the  face,  there  were  fome  whifperings 
of  an  intent  to  feizc  his   perfon,  and  deliver  him  to 
the  parliament.      At  Cardiff,  where  the  pojje  comitattis 
was  fummoned  to  affift  the  King  in  the  relief  of  He- 
reford, which  was  at  this  time  bcfieged  by  the  Scots, 
a  long  lift  of  grievances  was  prefented  to  him  ;  and 
the  country,  thus  affembled,  peremptorily  infifted  on 

the 
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the  removal  of  Gerrard  from  his  military  command. 
The  King  complied  with  the  demand  ;  and,   to  ap- 

pe'afe I'difconLt  of  ^^-ard^!  ^'etlv  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
the  title  of  baron,  a  meafure  which  fo  highly  irntatcd 
he  countr,-.  that  he  found  it  expedient  to  remove ; 
Ind  travelUng  over  the  mountains  of  Brecknock  and 
Radnor    pafffd  the  Scotch  quarters,  and  arrived  with 
TZ  Lufand  horfe  at  Ludlow,  thence  through 
ShroDfhire  and  Dcrbyfhire,  and  proceeded  as  tar  as 
Donct  r    with  the  intention  to  Join  Montrof^^  whx> 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Scotch  army  had,  with  the  af- 
Sance  of  a  few  Irifh  companies  and  a  f-"  P^J^;/ 
Highlanders,  over-ran  the  whole  country  of  Scotland, 
Si!  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  capital,  /^.c  -t^-" 
gentry  propofed  to  raife  three  thoufand  foot  for  the 
Lg-I   fcr^ice ;  but,  alarmed  with    the  fudden   ap- 
p  o^ch  of  a  large  detachment  of  horfe,  under  the 
command  of  David  Leflcy,  who  was   marching  with 
au'Tfte  from  the  Scotch  camp  before  Hereford    both 
to  relieve  his  own  coumry  and  to  P^J^^j^.^e  King 
from  joining  with  Montrofe,  they  ^'dvifed  ^^    m^etty 
to  make  a  fpecdy  retreat  to  Newark.     This  advice 
was  inftantly  purfued  ;  the  King,  ^"^out  waiting  for 
flrther  recruifs,  returned  back  to  Newark,  and  from 
thence  fell  int;  the  Eaftein  aflbciation,  where,  after 
beating  up  fome  of  the  enemy's  quarters,  he  repaired 
to  Oxford :  from  Oxford,  after  a  ftay   of  two  days 
Lv    hefct  out  for  Worcefter,  with  a  rcfolut.on  to 
tuempt  the  la^fmg  the  f.ege  of  Hereford.     As  Ufley 
had^ft  no  ftronger  force  than  eight  1-;«1"^  horfe 
before  this  town  »,  they  retired  northward  on  the  ap- 
•  Under  the  command  of  ihe  e«fl  of  Lcven.  ^^^^j^ 
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proach  of  the  King ;  who,  whilft  he  was  planning  am.  1645. 
the  relief  of  Briftol,  at  Ragland-Caftle  received  the 
ftunning  news  of  its  furrender.  He  had  fupported  the 
reft  of  his  misforruncs  with  patience  and  compofure  ; 
but,  ftung  with  an  acute  fcnfe  of  what  he  conftrued 
bafen^fs  and  ingratitude  in  his  nephew,  he  not  only 
dircdled  his  council  at  Oxford  *  to  take  from  him  his 
commijQion,  but  fent  him  orders  to  repair  immediately 
beyond  fca  f. 

On  the  cruel  difappointment  of  the  unexpected  lofs 
of  Briftol,  the  King  again  refumed  his  projed  of  a 
junaion  with  Montrofe ;  and,  on  the  intelligence  that 
Pointz  and  Roifitcr  lay  with  a  body  of  three  thoufand 
horfe  and  dragoons  between  the  cities  of  Hereford 
and  Worcefter  t,  he  paffcd  through  NonhWaks  to 
Chcftcr,  at  this  time  bcficgcd  by  a  body  of  the  par- 
liament's troops  ^,  with  an  intention  to  find  a  way 
into  Scotland  through  Lancaihire  and  Cumberland. 
The  unexpc^cd  coming  of  fo  large  a  reinforce- 
ment U  amazed  both  the   beGcgcd  and  the  bcficgers  i 

•  TKe  priJKC,  ifkf  his  defeat,  had  bctn  coAdi*a€d  to  this  dtf . 

+  At  the  fame  time  coboel  Ixg  w»  impTifooed  by  the  Klf^'i  wtN 
ffSJit,  and  hii  govcromcfit  of  Oxfoffd  given  to  Sir  Thomas  Glcnium. 
Clarendon  (ays,  Tittt  this  unprorokcd  »A  of  fcrcrity  pcocctdcd  from 
the  King's  forpkioo  that  <o4ond  Leg,  being  mu<h  m  tbe  pcioce's  fa- 
Tor,  wouid  be  fubfervicftt  toasj  of  bis  oosnminds.    CUr,  /^.  vioi  IL 

p.  5>^» 
t  Thefc  were  a  dctKhmcnt  of  Fiirfax's  army,  who«n  he  had  left 

behind  wixh  dtreAkms  to  attend  the  King's  motions. 

4  TUrtcoi  hundred  horie  aod  fbot«  u:x!cr  colonel  Joiies. 

I  TfOOpt  hxd  been  gkihered  in  Sfcfopfhire  azxl  Woccc#erihire,  to 
ittend  tbe  Kif>g  on  this  expedition. 

Vol.  IV,  C  c  the 
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the  removal  of  Gerrard  from  his  military  command. 
The   King  complied  with  the  demand  ;  and     to  ap- 
peafeSifconLnt  of  Gerrard,  he  gratified  h.m  wuh 
Se  dtk  of  baron,  a  meafure  which  fo  highly  m.tated 
he  country,  that  he  found  it  expedient  to  remove; 
and  travelling  over  the  mountains  of  B-cknock  and 
Radnor,   paiTed  the  Scotch  quarters,  and  arrived  with 
hfs    tw;  Lufand  horfe  at  Ludlow,  ^hcn-   through 
ShropHiire  and  Derbyfliirc,   and  proceeded  as   tar  as 
DSer,  with  the  intention  to  Join  Montroie    who 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Scotch  army  had    with  the  ai- 
llftance  of  a  few  Irifh  companies  and  a  ^-^^  P^^^^^^^^^ 
Hiehlanders,  over-ran  the  whole  country  of  Scotland, 
Tn!  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  capital.  J^^^^^^^^^^^ 
gentry  propofed  to  raiie  three  thoufand  foot  foi  the 
Sng'   fcrvice  ;  bm,  alarmed  with    the   fudden   ap- 
pro^ch   of  a  large   detachment   of  horfe,  under^^ 
command  of  David  Lefley,  who  was   marching  with 
alUaafte  from  the  Scotch  camp  before  Hereford,  both 
to  relieve  his  own  country  and  to  P/^J^^l'^^^^^^ 
from  joining  with  Montrofe,  they  «  ^^^^^^^/^ 
to   make   a   fpeedy  retrea:  to  Newark.     This  advice 
was  inftamly  purfued  ;  the  King,  ^^^^^ut^^^^^^S  ^^ 
farther  recruifs,  returned  back  to  Newark,  and  from 
hence  fell   int;  the  Eaftern  afTociation,  where,  after 
beating  up  fome  of  the  enemy's  quarters,  he  repaired 
^Oxford'    from   Oxford,  after   a  day   of  two  days 
only,  he  fet  out   for  Worcefter,  with  a  refalution  to 
attempt  the  raifing  the  f^.ege  of  Hereford.     As  Lefley 
had  1 'ft  no  ftronger  force  than  eight   1-^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
before  this  town  *,  they  retired  northward  on  the  ap- 
•  Under  the  command  of  die  earl  of  Levcn.  ^^^^^ 
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proach  of  the  King ;  who,  whilft  he  was  planning  Ano.  1645. 
the  relief  of  Briftol,  at  Ragland-Caftle  received  the 
ftunning  news  of  its  furrendcr.  He  had  fupported  the 
reft  of  his  misfortunes  with  patience  and  compofure  ; 
but,  flung  with  an  acute  fcnfe  of  what  he  conftrued 
bafenefs  and  ingratitude  in  his  nephew,  he  not  only 
directed  his  council  at  Oxford  *  to  take  from  him  his 
commiilion,  but  fent  him  orders  to  repair  immediately 
beyond  fca  f. 

On  the  cruel  difappointment  of  the  unexpeded  lofs 
of  Briftol,  the  King  again  refumed  his  projed  of  a 
jundlion  with  Montrofe  j  and,  on  the  inteUigence  that 
Pointz  and  Rofliter  lay  with  a  body  of  three  thoufand 
horfe  and  dragoons  between  the  cities  of  Hereford 
and  Worcefter  J,  he  paffed  through  North-Wales  to 
Chefter,  at  this  time  Lefieged  by  a  body  of  the  par- 
liament's troops  §,  with  an  intention  to  find  a  way 
into  Scotland  through  Lancaihire  and  Cumberland. 
The  unexpedled  coming  of  fo  large  a  reinforce- 
ment II  amazed  both  the   befieged  and  the  befiegers ; 

*  The  prince,  after  his  defeat,  had  been  condufted  to  this  city. 

f  At  the  fame  time  colonel  Leg  was  imprifoncd  by  the  King*s  war- 
rant, and  his  government  of  Oxford  given  to  Sir  Thomas  Glenham. 
Clarendon  fays.  That  this  unprovoked  aft  of  feverity  proceeded  from 
the  King's  fufpicion  that  colonel  Leg,  being  much  in  the  prince's  fa- 
vor, would  be  fubfervient  to  any  of  his  commands.     Clar.  Hijl,  vol.  II. 

P-  53^' 

t  Thefe  were  a  detachment  of  Fairfax's  army,  whom  he  had  left 

behind  with  diredions  to  attend  the  King's  motions. 

&  Thirteen  hundred  horfe  and  foot,  under  colonel  Jones. 

It  Troops  had  been  gathered  in  Shropfhire  and  Worcefterfhire,  to 
attend  the  King  on  this  expedition. 

Vol.  IV.  C  c  the 
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the  one  regarded  themfelvcs  as   providentially  pre- 
ferved,  and  the  other  gave  thcmfelves  over  for  loft  r 
but  the  event  proved  contrary  to  both  their  cxpeda- 
tions  ;  for   Pointz,  having  received  a  timely  intelli- 
gence of  the  King's  motions,  arrived  foon  enough  for 
the  relief   of  his   friends.     He   was  attacked  by  Su^ 
Marmaduke  Langdale,  on  a  heath  within  two  miles 
of  the  city  j  but  being  immediately  joined  by  the  be- 
fiegers     Langdale   was    overpowered,  routed,  put    to 
fli-ht,  and  purfued  to  the  walls  of  Chefter  j  where 
the  blttle  becoming  more  general,  that  body  of  horfe 
which   had  attended   the  King   from    the    defeat  at 
Nafeby  were  completely  routed,  and  difperfed  through. 
out  the  country* 

Disappointments  on  all  fides  overwhelmed  the 
King:  the  great  hopes  he  had  entertained  of  Mon- 
trofe's  fuccelTes  were  entirely  overthrown  by  the  news 
of  a  total  defeat  which  this  hitherto-invincible  general 
had  received  from  Leiley  ;  and  this  putting  an  end  to 
all  thoughts  of  a  Scottifh  expedition,  the  King  retired 
to  Denbigh-Caftle  in  North-Wales  ;  and  from  thence, 
when  he  had  gathered  up  his  broken  forces,  to  the 
number   of  three    thoufand,  by  Litchfield  and  Mel- 
bourn    to  Newark.     That  hot-headed  nobleman  the 
lord  Digby  attended  the  King  in  the  character  of  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  *  :  he  had  quarrelled  with  all  the  mi- 
litary commanders ;  and  now  laying  under  the   fuf- 
picion  of  having  worked  up  his  mafter's  paffions   to 
The  difgrace  of  prince  Rupert,  and  dreading  the  re- 

•  He  was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate  after  the  death  of  the  lord 

^^^^^"^-  '      fentment 
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fentment  of  the  two  brothers,  he  had  inclined  tlie  Ann.  1645. 
King  to  prefer  Newark  to  Worcefler,  where  prince 
Maurice  was  governor.  Some  premature  advices  con- 
cerning the  fuccefs  of  Montrofe  occafioncd  the  King 
to  refume  his  refolution  of  marching  to  Scotland  ; 
and  even  when  this  advice  was  contradic5led,  Digby, 
who  had  been  informed  that  prince  Rupert  was  on 
his  way  to  Newark,  had  influence  enough  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  fend  himfelf  and  Sir  Marmaduke 
Langdale,  with  all  the  horfe,  forward  to  the  North. 
Digby  at  firft  met  with  fome  trifling  fuccefs  on  a  body 
of  one  thoufand  of  the  parliament's  foot  at  Sherborn  ; 
but  was  routed  in  a  few  hours  after  by  colonel  Cop- 
ley. The  broken  remains  of  his  little  army  were 
carried  by  the  two  generals  through  Lancafhire  and 
Cumberland  ;  but  finding  no  probability  of  joining 
with  Montrofe,  and  being  harrafled  on  all  fides  by 
different  parties  of  the  parliament  forces,  Digby, 
with  the  reft  of  the  chief  officers,  went  on  board  a 
fhip  for  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  left  their  troops  to  fhift 
for  themfelves.  Thus,  by  a  mad  attempt,  under- 
taken on  principles  of  felfifhnefs,  the  King  was  en- 
tirely deprived  of  the  affiftance  of  his  horfe  ;  and  his 
character  farther  expofed  by  the  lofing  a  cabinet  of 
Digby's  papers,  which  were  fent  up  to  the  parlia- 
ment, and  which  produced  important  difcoveries. 

With  apprchenfions  of  being  fhut  up  by  two  dif- 
ferent parties  of  the  parliament's  troops,  commanded 
by  Pointz  and  Rofiiter,  in  a  fituation  helplefs  and 
forlorn,  the  unfortunate  King  was  left  at  Newark  ; 
and,    whilft    he    was   meditating  the   means  of   an 

C  c  2  efcapc, 
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efcape    he  fuftained  a  mortification    of   a  more  ir- 
ritat^ng    nature   than    any   he    had    yet    undergone. 
Prince  Rupert,  >vho,  by  rudely  forcing  himfelf  into 
the  King's  prefence,  had  in  a  manner  compelled  him 
to  clear  him  of  the  imputation  of  cowardice  and  trea- 
chery in  the  furrender  of  Briftol,  difgufted  with   an 
unaccuftomed  coldnefs  in  his  behavior,  entered  into 
a  confpiracy  with  Sir  Richard  Willis,  whofe  rapacious 
inlblence  had  obliged  the  King  to  deprive  hini  of  his 
government,  and  to  confer  that  charge  on  the  lord 
Bellafis  :  this  was  done  with  fo  much  caution,  and 
fo  little  intended  as  an  affront,  that  Willis  was  of- 
fered  the  command  of  the  King  s  H^e-guard  in  the 
room   of  the  lord  Litchfield,  who  was  killed  before 
Chefter  •,  vet,    notwithllanding    the  unmerited  favor, 
himfelf,  the  two  princes   Rupert  and   Maurice,  with 
all  their  followers,  broke  into  the  King's  bed-cham- 
ber,  and,  in  the    prefence  of  a  large  audience,  de- 
xnanded  reparation  for   the  injury   which  they  fa.d 
had  been  done  to  Willis.      The  King  beckoned  Willis 
to  retire  with  him  into  a  more  private  apartment  ; 
but  on  his  refufing  to  obey  him,  he  affumed  fpirit 
enough  to  command  the  mutineers  to  leave  his  pre- 
fence ,  and  the  next  morning,  according  to  their  de- 
fire,  he  fent  them  paffes  to  carry  them  whither  they 
chofe   to    go.— Thus    are  fallen  tyrants   infulted  by 
thofe  who  moft  abjectly  fubmit  to  them  in  the  fun- 
fiaine  of  power  ;  and  in  this  manner  was   the  mdif- 
creet   indulgence   which  the  King  had   ufcd   to   his 
nephews,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  they  were 
of    royal    rank,  repaid    with    the    moft  flagrant   in- 
gratitude -The  King  s  efcape  was  made  much  more 
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difficult  by  this  difagreeable  incident  ;  but  beginning  Ann.  1645. 
his  march  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  he  paffed  be- 
tween the  enemy's  garrifons,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Ox- 
ford, after  a  fatiguing  journey  of  thirty-eight  hours. 

Whilst  this  ill-advifed  prince  had  been  thus  trifling 
away  his  time,  in  non-effeaive  endeavors  to  raife  an 
army  and  unite  himfelf  to  Montrofe,  his  affairs  were 
ruined  in  the  Weft,  and  himfelf  completely  vanquiflied 
in  a  double  fenfe,  the  entire  rout  of  his  forces,  and 
the  lofs  of  his  chara^er.  Many  paffages  demonftrat- 
ing  the  ill  intentions,  the  want  of  fincerity,  and  the 
uxorious  affections  *  of  this  fond  and  faithlefs  mo- 
narch, taken  from  his  cabinet  feized  at  the  battle  of 
Nafeby,  have  already  been  noticed  in  this  work.  The 
difcoveries  which  the  Sherborn  vidory  produced  were 

♦  «  I  intend,  if  thou  like  it,  fays  the  King  in  one  of  thefe  letters,  to 
beftow  Piercy*s  place  upon  the  marquis  of  Newcaftle,  to  whom  yet  I 
am  no  ways  engaged,  nor  will  before  I  have  thy  anlwer."  In  another, 
»«-  Some  find  fault  for  too  much  kindnefs  to  thee ;  thou  mayefl:  eafily 
guefs  from  what  conftellation  that  comes  :  but  I  aflure  fuch  that  I  want 
exprefllon,  not  will,  to  do  it  ten  times  more  to  thee  on  all  occafions. 
Others  prefs  me  as  being  brought  upon  the  llage  -,  but  I  anfwer,  that 
having  profefTed  to  have  thy  advice,  it  were  a  wrong  to  thee  to  do 
any  thing  before  I  had  it."  In  ant^ther  the  Kmg  tells  the  queen.  That 
he  enclines  to  make  Hertford  of  his  bed-chamber,  if  (he  likes  it,  and 
excufes  himfelf  for  filling  one  pi  ce  before  he  can  have  her  opinion. 
In  return  for  all  this  fubmiffivc  condefcenfion,  the  queen's  ftyle  is  ac- 
cording  to  the  following  examples :  "  Remember  what  I  have  written 
to  you  in  the  three  precedent  letters,  and  be  more  careful  of  me  than 
you  have  been,  or  at  leaft  difTemble  it,  to  the  end  that  no  notice  be 
taken  of  it.  I  have  received  your  proclamation  or  declaration,  which 
I  wi{h  had  not  been  made,  being  extremely  difadvantagcous  to  you  j 
for  you  (hew  too  much  fear,  and  do  not  what  you  had  refolved  upon." 
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of  a  yet  more  important  nature,  and  fhcwcd  that, 
contrary  to  the  King's  pofiiivc  declarations,  fupplics 
of  men  and  money  had  been  folicited  from  Holland  *, 
Rome,  Venice,  France,  Denmark,  and  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  f.  Thefe  papers,  entitled,  "  Lord  Digby's 
Cabinet,"  were  all  publiihed  by  the  parliamenr,  with 
the  following  obfervation  :  That  the  King  and  Pope 
were  to  defend  the  Proteftant  religion  ;  Denmark  and 
Lorrain  to  maintain  laws  and  liberties  ;  and  bloody 
rebels  in  Ireland  to  uphold  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment in  England. 


I 


The  King's 
unfuccefsful 
mefTages  to 


to  repair  to 
the  capital. 


Notwithstanding  the  low  flate  of  the  King's  for- 
tunes, his  correfpondents  in  London  yet  flattered  him 
Lenrfor  leave  with  the  liopcs,  that  the  diflentions  between  the  fadlions 
in  the  parliament  and  city  would,  upon  the  renewal  of 
a  treaty,  produce  a  revolution  in  his  favor  ;  and, 
could  he  obtain  leave  to  treat  in  perfon  with  the  two 
houfcs,  the  friends  of  arbitrary  principles  in  govern- 
ment  would  flrike  in  with  his   terms,  to   defeat  the 

•  The  terms  offered  to  the  prince  of  Orange  were,  a  marriage  be- 
tween his  daughter  and  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  the  garter  for  his 
fon. 

■f-  The  Grand  Seignor*s  firfl:  minifter  was  bribed  to  obtain  from  his 
mafter  an  order  for  fequeftering  all  the  effeds  of  the  Englifh  fadors 
trading  at  Conftantinople,  to  the  King's  ufe.  This  fcheme  was  pro- 
pofed  by  one  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  who  had  in  vain  folicited  the  Vene- 
tians for  fupplies,  and  was  warmly  feconded  by  Sir  Edward  Hyde. 
The  Englilh  faflors,  by  out-bribing  the  King,  not  only  got  the  order 
of  fequeftration  reverfed,  but  prevailed  on  the  Ottoman  court  to  deli- 
ver up  Sir  Sackville  Crow,  the  King's  ambaflador,  and  agent  in  this 
bufinefs,  to  the  Englifh  parliament.  Narrative  of  Sir  Giibcrt  Talkoi^ 
in  Ecbardy  fol,  ed,  jp,  6p, 

pro- 
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projecfbs  of  the  republicans  and  the  flicklers  for  civil  ^„„  ,6^^. 
and  religious  liberty.  On  thefe  reprefentations  the 
King,  by  three  fuccellive  prefling  meflages,  demanded 
a  fafe-condud  for  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  earl  of 
Southampton,  John  Aihburnham,  and  Jefl^ery  Palmer, 
Efqrs.  to  carry  proportions  j  and  by  a  fourth  he  of- 
fered, on  the  engagement  of  the  two  houfes  at  Weft- 
minfter,  the  commiilioners  of  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land, the  mayor,  aldermen,  common-council,  and 
militia  of  London,  the  chief  commanders  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Fairfax's  and  the  Scotch  armies,  for  his  free  coming 
to,  and  abode  in  London  for  the  fpace  of  forty  days, 
to  treat  perfonally  with  the  two  houfes  of  parliament 
at  Weftminfter  and  the  commiffioners  of  the  parlia-^ 
ment  of  Scotland,  upon  all  matters  conducive  to  the 
reftoring  peace  and  happinefs  to  his  kingdoms  *. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  offer  of  the  King's  joining 
his  parliament  without  his  military  attendance  would 
have  been  accepted  with  pleafure  by  a  large  majo- 
rity ;  but  that  feafon  was  now  over  :  the  whole  party 
in  oppofition  were  too  well  acquainted  with  his  in- 
triguing fpirir,  and  too  feniible  of  the  danger  they  fhould 
incur  from  their  difunion,  and  the  ilrength  of  the  ca- 
valiers who  had  compounded  for  their  delinquency, 
and  now  flocked  to  the  capital,  fhould  he  be  fuftered 
by  his  prefence  to  blow  up  the  flames  of  difTention 
among  them.  To  the  three  firfl  mefTages  they  re- 
turned anfwer.  That  finding  former  treaties  had  been 

*  Acherley,  on  this  offer  of  the  King,  obferves.  That  now,  wheiv 
the  King's  power  to  revenge  was  extinguifhed,  he  had  lain  afide  all  his 
fears  of  tumults,  which  he  had  before  pleaded.  Achtrlefi  Britannic 
Conjiituiion^  p.  558.. 

made 


i 


200 


Ann.  164S' 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND, 

made  ufe  of  for  other  purpofes,  under  the  pretence 
of  peace,  and  had  proved  dilatory  and  unfuccefsful, 
they  could  not  give  way  to  a  fafe-conduv5l,  according 
to  his  majclly's  defirc  ;  but  having  under  their  con- 
fidcration  propofitions  and  bills  for  the  fettling  a  fafe 
and  well-grounded  peace,  they  did  refolve,  after  a 
mutual  agreement  with  both  kingdoms,  to  prefent 
them  with  all  fpeed  to  his  majefty.  And  to  a  fifth 
meflage,  wherein  the  King  flill  infifted  on  a  perfonal 
treaty,  they  replied,  That  there  had  been  a  great  deal 
of  innocent  blood  of  his  fubjedts  flied  in  the  war,  by 
his  majefly's  command  and  commiflions  :  That  there 
had  been  Irifh  rebels  brought  over  into  both  king- 
doms, and  endeavors  to  bring  over  more,  as  alfo 
forces  from  foreign  parts :  That  his  majefty  was  yet 
in  arms,  and  the  prince  of  Wales  at  the  head  of  an 
army  in  the  Weft  ;  there  were  alfo  forces  in  Scotland 
againft  the  parliament  and  kingdom  by  his  commif- 
fion,  and  the  war  in  Ireland  was  fomented  and  pro- 
longed by  his  majefty:  That  until  fatisfac^ion  and 
fecurity  was  firft  given  to  both  kingdoms,  his  ma- 
jefty's  coming  to  the  parliament  could  not  be  conve- 
nient, nor  be  by  them  aflented  to  :  That  they  could 
not  apprehend  it  a  means  conducing  to  peace,  that 
his  majefty  Ihould  come  to  his  parliament  for  a  few 
days  with  any  thoughts  of  leaving  it,  efpecially  with 
intentions  of  returning  to  hoftilities  againft  it :  That 
his  majefty's  defiring  the  engagement,  not  only  of 
his  parliaments,  but  of  the  lord -mayor,  &c.  was 
againft  the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  parliament, 
thofe  being  joined  with  them  who  were  fubjetfl  and 
fubordinate  to  their  authority  :  That  the  only  way  for 
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the   obtaining   an    happy   and   well-grounded  peace  An*.  1641. 
was,  for  his  majefty  to  give  his  aflent  to  thofe  propo- 
fitions which  fhould  be  fent  to  him  * :  That  his  ma- 
jefty in  his  letter  had  made  no  mention  of  religion, 
or  of  Scotland  f. 

Though  the  King  repeated  four  feveral  times  his 
folicitations  for  a  perfonal  treaty,  and  in  the  laft  mef- 
fage  (fome  recent  difcoveries  having  been  made  of 
his  double-dealing  in  regard  to  the  Irifh  rebels)  made 
greater  conceflions  than  he  had  hitherto  done  $,  yet 

•  It  was  the  difcoveries  which  feizing  the  King's  papers  at  Nafeby 
had  produced,  which  determined  the  parliament  againft  renewing  a 
treaty  of  peace. 

t  This  reply  was  made  before  the  prince  of  Wales  had  retired  to  the 
ifle  of  Scilly. 

J  The  following  were  the  terms  which  the  King  now  offered: 
That  if  the  parliament  would  admit  of  his  repair  to  London  for  a 
perfonal  treaty,  he  would  fend  an  immediate  meflage  to  Ireland  to 
ftop  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  :  That  he  would  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bufmefs  of  Ireland  wholly  to  the  two  houfes,  and  make 
no  peace  there  but  with  their  confent,  in  cafe  his  endeavors  for  a  treaty 
fhould  be  bleflled  with  fuccefs  :  That  if  his  perfonal  repair  to  London 
fhould  be  admitted,  and  a  peace  thereon  enfue,  he  would  then  leave 
the  nomination  of  the  perfons  to  be  entrufted  with  the  militia  wholly 
to  his  two  houfes,  with  fuch  power  and  limitations  as  were  exprefied 
in  the  paper  delivered  by  his  commiflioners  at  Uxbridge :  That  if  the 
peace  fucceeded,  he  would  be  content  that,  pro  hac  vice,  the  two 
houfes  fhould  nominate  the  admiral,  officers  of  flate,  and  judges,  to 
hold  their  plzccs  quamdiu  fe  hne  g^Jferint,  to  be  accountable  to  none 
but  the  King  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament :  That  all  Proteftants, 
behaving  themfelves  peaceably  to  the  civil  government,  (hould  have 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  according  to  their  own  way  :  And, 
for  the  total  removing  all  fears  and  jealoufies,  his  majefty  was  willing 
Co  declare,  that,  upon  the  conclufion  of  peace,  there  fhould  be  a  ge- 
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Ana.  1645.  made  ufe  of  for  other  purpofes,  under  the  pretence 
of  peace,  and  had  proved  dilatory  and  unfuccefsful, 
they  could  not  give  way  to  a  fafe-condudl,  according 
to  his  majcfly's  defirc  ;  but  having  under  their  con- 
fideration  proportions  and  bills  for  the  fettling  a  fafe 
and  well-grounded  peace,  they  did  refolve,  after  a 
mutual  agreement  with  both  kingdoms,  to  prefent 
them  with  all  fpeed  to  his  majefty.  And  to  a  fifth 
meflage,  wherein  the  King  flill  infilled  on  a  perfonal 
treaty,  they  replied,  That  there  had  been  a  great  deal 
of  innocent  blood  of  his  fubjedts  fhed  in  the  war,  by 
his  majefty*s  command  and  commiflions  :  That  there 
had  been  Irifh  rebels  brought  over  into  both  king- 
doms, and  endeavors  to  bring  over  more,  as  alfo 
forces  from  foreign  parts :  That  his  majefty  was  yet 
in  arms,  and  the  prince  of  Wales  at  the  head  of  an 
army  in  the  Weft  ;  there  were  alfo  forces  in  Scotland 
againft  the  parliament  and  kingdom  by  his  commif- 
fion,  and  the  war  in  Ireland  was  fomented  and  pro- 
longed by  his  majefty:  That  until  fatisfadion  and 
fecurity  was  firft  given  to  both  kingdoms,  his  ma- 
jefty's  coming  to  the  parliament  could  not  be  conve- 
nient, nor  be  by  them  aflented  to  :  That  they  could 
not  apprehend  it  a  means  conducing  to  peace,  that 
his  majefty  fhould  come  to  his  parliament  for  a  few 
days  with  any  thoughts  of  leaving  it,  efpecially  with 
intentions  of  returning  to  hoftilities  againft  it :  That 
his  majefty's  defiring  the  engagement,  not  only  of 
his  parliaments,  but  of  the  lord -mayor,  &c.  was 
againft  the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  parliament, 
thofe  being  joined  with  them  who  were  fubjetSl  and 
fubordinate  to  their  authority  :  That  the  only  way  for 
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the   obtaining  an    happy   and  well-grounded  peace  An*.  1641, 
was,  for  his  majefty  to  give  his  aflfent  to  thofe  propo- 
fitions  which  fhould  be  fent  to  him  * :  That  his  ma- 
jefty in  his  letter  had  made  no  mention  of  religion, 
or  of  Scotland  f. 

Though  tlie  King  repeated  four  feveral  times  his 
folicitations  for  a  perfonal  treaty,  and  in  the  laft  mef- 
fage  (fome  recent  difcoveries  having  been  made  of 
his  double-dealing  in  regard  to  the  Irifh  rebels)  made 
greater  concefl[ions  than  he  had  hitherto  done  J,  yet 
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•  It  was  the  difcoveries  which  feizing  the  King's  papers  at  Nafeby 
had  produced,  which  determined  the  parliament  againft  renewing  a 
treaty  of  peace. 

f  This  reply  was  made  before  the  prince  of  Wales  had  retired  to  the 
ifle  of  Scilly. 

J  The  following  were  the  terms  which  the  King  now  offered: 
That  if  the  parliament  would  admit  of  his  repair  to  London  for  a 
perfonal  treaty,  he  would  fend  an  immediate  meflage  to  Ireland  to 
ftop  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  :  That  he  would  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bufmefs  of  Ireland  wholly  to  the  two  houfes,  and  make 
no  peace  there  but  with  their  confent,  in  cafe  his  endeavors  for  a  treaty 
fhould  be  bleflcd  with  fuccefs  :  That  if  his  perfonal  repair  to  London 
fhould  be  admitted,  and  a  peace  thereon  enfue,  he  would  then  leave 
the  nomination  of  the  perfons  to  be  entruftcd  with  the  militia  wholly 
to  his  two  houfes,  with  fuch  power  and  limitations  as  were  exprefled 
in  the  paper  delivered  by  his  commiflioners  at  Uxbridge :  That  if  the 
peace  fucceeded,  he  would  be  content  that,  pro  hac  z'ics,  the  two 
houfes  fhould  nominate  the  admiral,  officers  of  (late,  and  judges,  to 
hold  their  places  quamdiu  fe  bene  g/'Jfennty  to  be  accountable  to  none 
but  the  King  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament :  That  all  Proteflants, 
behaving  themfelves  peaceably  to  the  civil  government,  fhould  have 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  according  to  their  own  way  :  And, 
for  the  total  removing  all  fears  and  jealoufies,  his  majcfly  was  willing 
to  declare,  that,  upon  the  conclufion  of  peace,  there  fhould  be  a  ge-  " 
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as  every  day  produced  fome  frefli  proof  of  his  ill  in- 
tentions and  his  infincerity ;  as  he  could  not  forbear^ 
even  in  his  folicitations  for  a  perlbnal  treaty,  to  up- 
braid the  parliament  with  rebellion  and  diiloyalty ; 
as  his  ami- parliament  at  Oxford  had  been  again  called 
together,    and    had    pafTed    the   following    irritating 
votes :  That  the  commiffioners  c^  the  great- feal,  the 
judges,  and  pleaders  at  Weftminfter,  were  guilty  of 
high-treafon,  and  the   feal  to  be  void  r  That  the  di- 
recTiory  which  the  parliament  had  eftablifhed  fliould 
not  be  ufed  in  divine  fervice,  but  the  Common  Prayer 
to  be  ufed  as  by  law  eftaWifhed  *  ;  as  the  cavaliers 
began  to  be  very  bufy  in  caballing  with  the  different 
factions  into  which  the  cppofition  was  divided ;  the 
parliament  would  not  confent  to  the  King's  repair  to 
London  t  J  and,  ta  prevent  the  poffibility  of  a  fur- 
prize,  they  paffed  an  ordinance  for  making  him  pri- 
foner,  if  he  fliould   be  found  within  their  lines   of 
communication  ;  and  added  an  injundlion.  That  all 
who  had  ever  borne  arms  againft  them  fhould  imme- 
diately depart  from  London,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
proceeded  againft  jas  fpies. 

The  vigilance  of  the  parliament  thus   fruftrating^ 
the  King's   hopes  of  dividing  their  counfels  by  his 

ncral  adl  of  oblivion  and  frec-pardon  pafled  by  ads  of  parliament,  in 
both  his  kingdoms  refpeftively. 

*  The  King  had  had  the  imprudence,  even  in  the  low  eftatc  to 
which  he  was  rediKcd  after  the  battle  of  Nafeby,  to  iiTue  out  a  pro- 
clamation forbidding  the  ufc  of  the  diredory  eftablifhed  by  the  par- 
liament; whom,  in  the  fame  proclamation,  he  upbraided  with  re- 
bellion and  facrilege.     Rujhwortb^  vol.  VI.  p.  207,  ^/t^. 

t  Even  though  he  had  offered  to  difmantlc  his  garrifbns, 
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prcfence  in  the  capital,  and  encouraged  by  a  difPe^-  Ana.  1645. 
cnce    which  had  at  this  time  arofe  to  fome   height 
between  the  two  nations,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to- 
wards  a  reconciliation   with  his  original  opponents 
the  Scots.     The  neceflity  of  affairs,  and  the  balance  Difonfon  be- 
which  the  Scotch  nation  was  enabled  to  give  to  either  ^^^^^  *^ 

^  parliament 

party,  had  obliged  the  parliament  to  make  many  very  andtheScott, 
unbecoming  condefcenfions  to  this  avaricious  and  af- 
piring  people  ;  but  the  fucceffes  of  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
fax having    rendered  their    affiftance  of  lefs   confe- 
quence,  it  produced  an  alteration  in  the  condu(5t  of 
the  two  houfes.     From  the  umbrage  the  Scots  had 
taken  at  the  new-modelling  the  army,  they  had  re- 
fufed  to  advance  from  the  North,  and  had  left  the 
whole  danger  and    drudgery    of  the  war  upon   the 
Englilh  forces.     Every  day  produced  frefh  complaints 
from  the  northern  counties,  of  their  rapine  and  info- 
Icnce,  in    raifmg    contributions,  and   in   the    faking 
free-quarter.    To  this  they  retaliated.  That,  whilft  the 
reft  of  the  forces  employed  by  the  parliament  had  re- 
ceived  regular   pay,  they  had  been  left  to  fhift  for 
ihemfelves,  and  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  plun- 
dering or  ftarving.     The  parliament,  in  a  long  nar- 
ration, anfwered,   That  near  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds   had  been  already  paid  them,  befides  fifty- 
three    thoufand    pounds    which    they   had    received 
upon  the  coals   of  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland  ;  they 
remembered   them.   That,    by   their    not    employing 
themfelves  effecftually  for  the  fervice  of  the  kingdom, 
all  the  ends  were  fruftrated  for  which  the  afliftance 
«of  fo  great  and  expenfive  an  army  was  by  them  de- 
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fired  * :  befides,  when  the  treaty  was  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms,  it  was,  they  faid,  fup- 
pofcd,  that  fuch  might  be  the  wants  and  neceffities 
of  England,  that  they  might  not  be  able  to  make 
due  and  conftant  payments  to  the  Scotch  army  ;  yet 
was  it  not  ftipulaied  or  imagined,  that  in  default 
thereof  they  might  forbear  to  engage  their  army, 
much  lefs  lay  taxes  upon  the  people  of  England  to 
pay  themfelves,  the  public  faith  of  the  kingdom  be- 
ing given  for  the  payment  of  their  arrears  with  in- 
tereft.  According  to  a  vote  of  parliament,  the  Scots 
were  to  receive  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  their  ar- 
rears, if  they  would  advance  forward  and  befiege 
Newark  ;  but  the  anfwer  they  returned  proving  un- 
fatisfadlory,  the  following  feverc  refolutions  pafled 
both  houfes: 

♦  «  All  our  horfc,  writes  the  Yorkfliire  committee,  were  drawrr 
from  their  more  foutherly  quarters,  in  hopes  that  it  would  engage  the 
advance  of  the  Scotch  army  from  thence  towards  the  South,  according 
to  the  order  of  both  houfes  and  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms,  and 
our  earneft  folicitations  in  that  behalf;  yet,  much  contrary  to  our 
cxpedations  and  defires,  the  Scotch  forces  upon  Bramham-Moor  that 
nit'ht  drew  northwards  towards  the  reft  of  their  body  at  Rippon,  and 
u^n  Wedncfday  laft  raifed  their  whole  army  from  Rippon,  and 
are  marched  northward,  and  intend  all  their  forces  to  pafs  over  Stain- 
Moor  into  Wcftmoreland,  and  fo  into  Lancaftiire.  By  this  retreat  of 
theirs,  this  country  is  left  in  worfe  condition,  by  many  degrees,  thanr 
when  they  came  hither  r  for,  by  the  exceflive  burthens  impofed  by 
them,  the  people  are  generally  exafperated ;  and  the  Yorkfhire  forces, 
for  want  of  pay  and  provifions,  anticipated  by  the  Scotch  army,  much 
broken,  weakened,  and  difcouraged  ;  and  the  home-bred  enemy  here 
much  increafed  in  number  and  ftrength-,  and  now,  by  their  with- 
drawing their  forces  from  hence,  the  whole  country,  and  all  paffages 
in  it,  arc-^xpofcd  to  any  attempt  of  the  enemy."   Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XIII. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Scotch  army  not  engaging  Ann.  164$. 
againft  the  enemy,  according  to  the  defires  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  the  continuance  in  the 
northern  parts,  contrary  to  thofe  defires,  is  not  only 
unferviceable,  but  prejudicial  to  thofe  ends  for  which 
their  aififtance  was  defired,  and  deftrudlive  to  thofe 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Resolved,  That  their  laying  of  taxes  and  raifing 
of  monies  upon  the  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom,  and 
plundering  their  houfes  and  goods,  is  againft  the 
treaty,  and  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  which 
both  kingdoms  are  bound  to  preferve ;  and  doth  dif- 
able  this  kingdom  to  pay  the  monthly  afleflment  for 
the  maintenance  of  that  army,  and  the  forces  of  the 
Northern  aflbciation. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  declared  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Northern  aflbciation,  that  they  are  not  bound 
to  pay  any  fuch  monies  as  are  or  ihall  be  taxed  upon 
them,  without  the  power  and  authority  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  by  the  Scotch  officers,  or  any 
other  perfons. 

Resolved,  That  whatfoever  monies,  goods,  horfes,, 
or  provifions,  have  been  or  fhall  be  taken  from  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  aflbciation,  or  of 
any  other  parts  of  this  kingdom,  without  the  power 
and  authority  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  by  any 
of  the  Scotch  army,  fliall  be  repaid  unto  them  out  of 
the  monies  defigned  for  the  maintenance  of  that  army. 

Resolved,  That   fuch  commiffions  fliall  be  ifllicd 
under  the  great-fcal,  into  every  county  of  this  king- 
dom 
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A"». .««.  dom  where  they  fliall  be  defired,  for  the  certifying 
what  money,  billets,  horfes.  cattle,  goods,  or  provi- 
Cons  have  been  levied  or  taken  by  any  of  the  Scotch 
army,  with  like  powers  and  authorities  as  are  con- 
tained in  commiffions  already  iflUed  in  that  behalf 
into  divers  of  the  northern  counties. 

Resolved,  That  whatfoever  monies,  horfes,  goods 
or  provifions  have  been  or  fhall  be  levied  or  taken  by 
the  Scotch  army,  upon  the  inhabitants  or  fubje(fts  of 
the  kingdom  of  England,  fhall  be  accounted  as  fo 
much  of  the  pay  of  the  Scotch  army  -,  and  that  this 
kmgdom  is  difengaged  for  the  payment  of  fo  much 
as  the  fame  Ihall  upon  proof  amount  to. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  the  preflurcs  of  the  Scotch 
army  upon  the  fubjefts  of  this  kingdom  be  continued 
and  unlefs  fatisfaftion  fhall  be  given  touching  the 
premifes,  it  cannot  be  expeftcd  that  this  kingdom 
Ihall  make  payment  of  the  thirty-one  thoufand  pounds 
per  month  to  the  faid  army. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  defired  that  fatisfaflion  may 
be  given  to  this  kingdom ;  that  fuch  forces  of  the 
Scotch  nation  as  have  been  put  into  the  feveral  garri- 
fons  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  the  city  of  Carlifle,  the 
town  of  Hartlepool,  the  caftles  of  Tynmouth,  Wark- 
worth,  Thirlwall,  and  Stockton,  without  the  confent 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  may  be  forthwith  re- 
moved, to  the  end  the  fame  may  be  difpofed  of  in 
fuch  manner  as  fliall  be  thought  fitting  by  both  houfes 
of  the  parliament  of  England. 
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The  commiffioners  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  Ann.  1645. 
from  being  confulted  with  on  all  matters  of  importance 
relating  to  cither  kingdom,  were  now  treated  with  re- 
ferve  ;  and    the   parliament,  apprehenfive  that  there 
had  been  double-dealing  on  the  part  of  the  Scots  at 
Uxbridge,  was    determined   to    have    no  more    joint 
treaty,  but  to  fend  down  their  propolitions  in  bills  to 
be  pafTed  by  the  King.     As  fome  few  alterations  and 
additions   had  been  made  to  the  propofitions  agreed 
on  between  both  kingdoms,  the  Scotch  commiffioners 
complained  of  it,  as   an  infringement  of  the  treaty ; 
but  the  parliament  flifHy  infifted  on  the  adhering  to 
their  own  determinations  *. 

"I^HE  growing  and  vifiblc  difcontent  between  the 
Scots  and  the  Englifh  parliament  had  occafioned  the 
high  ftrain  of  the  King's  meflages ;  and  fome  wrong- 
headed  Scotch  covenanters  had  fuffered  their  refent- 
ment  to  carry  them  fo  far  as  to  offer  to  cardinal  q^^  j^^^ 
Mazarin  their  fervices  to  the  King,  provided  the 
crown  of  France  would  engage,  if  the  Scots  performed 
what  they  fhould  promife,  that  the  King  Ihould  make 
good  whatfoever  fhould  be  undertaken  by  him,  or 
the  qtifeen  on  his  behalf.  On  this  abfurd  application, 
one  Montrcville,  an  agent  from  the  French  court,  w^s 

•  The  Scotch  commiffioners,  who  at  this  time  paid  a  kind  of  court 
to  the  King,  moved  that  the  following  alteration  fliould  be  made  in  , 

one  of  the  parliament's  replies :  inftead  of,  "  And  Ihould  have  ac- 
counted it  a  great  happinefs  if  your  maje(ly*s  afliohs  had  been  anfwer- 
able,"  "  And  (hall  account  it  a  great  happinefs  if  your  majefty's 
afkions  be  anfwerable."  The  parliament  rejefted  this  alteration  ;  and' 
faid,  they  would  have  their  reply  look  as  well  to  the  time  paft  as  the 
time  to  come.    Pari,  Hijh  vol.  XiV.  p.  1,67. 
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Ann.  1645.  fcnt  into  England  to  negocia<c  a  treaty  between  the 
King  and  the  Scots;  but,  contraiy  to  the  King's  cx- 
pecftations,  the  Scotch  commiflioncrs  infiftcd  on  the 
cftabHfliment  of  Prefbyterian  government  in  England, 
as  well  as  in  Scotland  ;  and  alleged,  That  the  queen 
had  exprefly  promifed  to  Sir  Robert  Murray,  that  his 
majefly  fliould  confcnt  to  that  article. 


The  King  MoNTREviLLE  had    better   fuccefs   in   the   Scotch 

in  thVscltch  army,  who  were  now  before  Newark  :  he  found  them 
"^P*  in  fuch  a  flame,  on  the  EngliQi  parliament's  having 

infifted  on  their  fending  back  fome  of  their  troops  to 
Scotland,  whom  they  had  all  quartered  in  England  on 
the  defeat  of  Montrofe,  and  on  their  giving  up  thofe 
Engliih  towns  they  had  taken  and  garrifoned,  that 
he  obtained  leave  to  alTure  the  King  he  might 
fafely  repair  to  their  army  upon  the  terms  himfelf 
had  propofed,  and  that  they  would  fend  a  good  body 
of  their  horfe  to  meet  his  majefty  at  any  place  he 
ihould  appoint,  to  condudt  him  in  fafety  to  their 
camp.  On  thefe  flattering  aflurancca,  after  it  had 
been  aflented  to  and  approved  by  the  Scotch  com- 
manders, Montreville  drew  up  the  following  engage- 
ment, and  fent  it  to  the  King :  "  I  do  promife,  in  the 
name  of  the  king  and  queen-regent  (my  mailer  and 
miftrefs),  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  that  I  have 
from  their  majefties,  that  if  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
fhall  put  himfelf  in  the  Scotch  army,  he  fhall  be  there 
received  as  their  natural  fovereign,  and  that  he  fliall 
be  with  them  in  all  freedom  of  his  confcience  and 
honor;  and  that  all  fuch  of  his  fubjedts  and  fervants 
as  (hall  be  there  with  him  fhall  be  fafely  and  honor- 
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ably   proteded   in    their   perfons ;  and   that  the  faid  Ann.  1646. 
Scots  fhall  really  and  efFev5lually  join  with  the  faid 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  alfo  receive  all  fuch  per- 
fons as  fhall  come  in  unto  him,  and  join  with  them 
for   his    majefly's    prefervation ;   and  that   they  fhall 
protedl  all  his  majefty's  party  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,   as  his  majefty  will  command  all  thofe  under 
his  obedience  to  do  the  like  to  them ;  and  that  they 
fhall  employ  their  armies  and  forces  to  aifift  his  ma- 
jefty in  the  procuring  of  a  happy  and  well-grounded 
peace,  for  the  good  of  his  majefty  and  his  faid  king- 
doms, and  in  recovery  of  his    majefty's   juft  rights. 
In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  hereto  put  my   hand  and 
feal,  this  firft  day  of  April,    1646." 

Though  many  days  had  not  paffed  before  Montre- 
ville found  the  Scots  in  fo  different  a  temper  as  to 
advife  the  King  not  to  repair  to  their  army  if  he  had 
any  other  refuge,  yet,  as  the  parliament  had  re- 
duced almoft  all  his  garrifons  *,  as  lord  Aftley 
with  a  fmall  army  of  two  thoufand  horfe  and  foot, 
with  whom  he  had  intended  to  join,  with  another 
body  of  fifteen  hundred  horfe  and  foot,  was  on  his 
march  to  Oxford  totally  defeated  at  Stow  by  colonel, 

•  The  King  having  offended  Williams  the  archbifhop  of  York,  by 
thrufting  him  out  of  the  caftle  of  Conway  in  Wales,  on  which  he  had 
a  confiderable  mortgage,  and  which  he  had  fortified  for  the  King  at  a 
great  expence,  this  prelate  went  over  to  the  fide  of  the  parliament, 
aflifted  their  troops  in  reducing  Conway-Caftle  and  other  ftrong  places, 
and  performed  fuch  fervices  againft  the  King,  that  the  parliament  dif-  ' 
charged  his  eftate  from  the  penalty  of  delinquency,  on  condition  of 
his  taking  the  negative  oath  and  the  national  league  and  covenant. 
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Morgan,  and  as  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  preparing 
to  reduce  Oxford,  he  took  the  defperate  refolution  to 
fling  himfelf  on  the  Scots  ;  and  in  the  night,  accom- 
panied with  one  Dr  Hudfon  and  Mr.  Afliburnham,  in 
a  difguife  as  Afhburnham's  fervant,  he  left  Oxford, 
and,  pailing  through  many  crofs-roads,  arrived  on  the 

fifth  of  May  at  the  Scotch  camp  before  Newark After 

this  flight  of  the  King,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the 
earl  of  Lindfay,  the  earl  of  Southampton,  and  other 
heads  of  his  party,  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  par- 
liament, and  were  fent  prifoners  to  Warwick-Caflle* 

Ireland  affbrded  adiiFerent  fcene  from  that  which 
was  at  this  time  fo  glorioufly  exhibited  in  England  : 
in  this  barbarous  clime,  fuperftition  and  flavery  rofe 
in  proportional  fuccefs  as  they  declmed  in  its  After 
ifle.  No  fooner  had  the  King  withdrawn  the  Pro- 
teftant  forces  from  Ireland  than  the  Papifts,  taking 
advantage  of  the  occafion,  perfidioufly  broke  almoft 
every  article  of  the  recently-concluded  cefl^ation.  They 
committed  a(fls  of  hoftility  on  the  caftles  and  forts  in 
the  hands  of  the  Proteftants,  upon  their  cattle  and 
their  houfes,  extorted  great  fums  from  them  for  licence 
to  pafs  through  their  quarters,  publifhed  a  prohibition 
to  all  their  party  not  to  fell  them  any  provifions,  and 
even  negle(5ted  to  make  their  promifed  payments  for 
the  fupport  of  the  King's  army.  To  the  reputation 
of  the  Scotch  forces,  they  were  the  only  body  of  Pro- 
teftants who  refufed  to  comply  with  the  bafe  terms 
of  the  ceflation  ;  a  few  of  the  Englifli  afterwards 
joined  them  ;  and  this  fmall  party  prefcrved  their 
footing  in   the  country  againft  the  combined  forces 
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of  the  Popifli  and   prelatical  fadion  :  a  fa6l  v/hich  Ann.  1645. 
evidences,  that   the  entire  deftrucStion   of  the  rebels 
might   have   been   eafily  efl'eded,  if  the  Scotch   and 
Englifli   Proteftants  had  ever  heartily  united  in  the 
common  caufe. 

CoxMPLYiNG  as  had  been  the  two  juftices  to  the 
King's  inclinations  in  the  conducSt  of  the  ceflation, 
their  bafenefs  was  not  entirely  of  a  temper  to  be 
trufted  with  the  execution  of  his  farther  defigns  ;  the 
concluding  a  peace  with  the  rebels  was  too  infamous 
an  undertaking  for  the  moft  daring  court-tool  in  the 
kingdom,  the  marquis  of  Ormond  alone  excepted, 
who  was  fworn  lord-lieutenant  immediately  after  the 
ceflation  had  taken  place  * ;  and  the  juftices,  having 
anfwercd  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  invefted 
with  the  government,  were  deprived  of  their  oflices. 
— No  fooner  was  the  fovereign  power  deputed  to  Or- 
mond, than  he  prepared  to   fulfil   to  the  utmoft  the 

*  The  lord  Leicefter,  a  man  of  a  nature  too  timid  to  aft  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  authority  and  inclinations  of  parliament,  had  been  retained 
by  the  King  at  Oxford,  to  prevent  his  executing  his  office  of  lord- 
lieutenant  in  Ireland.  He  remonftrated  to  the  parliament.  That  he 
could  not,  to  have  faved  the  lives  of  himfelf  and  friends,  have  folicited 
more  earneftly  for  his  difpatches,  but  all  in  vain.  Carte,  the  marquis 
of  Ormondes  biographer,  writes.  That  the  King  was  refolved  that  the 
lieutenant-general  of  the  army  fhould  not  be  interrupted  in  his  mea- 
fures,  nor  his  own  fervice  hurt  by  the  arrival  of  a  more  powerful  head. 
The  fame  writer  obferves,  on  his  hero*s  prom.otion.  That  the  King 
thought  it  neceflary  to  put  the  government  of  Ireland  entirely  into  his 
hands ;  becaufe  he  alone  was  capable,  as  well  as  willing,  to  keep  the 
ceflation  from  being  violated  by  new  and  open  lioftilities,  and  to  dif- 
pofe  matters  to  a  general  peace.  Rujhworth,  vol.  V.  Carte's  Life  of 
Ormond^  vol.  I.  p.  595,  ^  feq.  475,  ^  feq. 
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Ann.  1646.    royal  expectations.    A  large  body  of  men  was  imme- 
diately fent  over  to  fervc  the  King  againil  the  Englilh 
parliament :  in  (lead  of  refenting  the  perfidious   deal- 
ing of  the  rebels  in  the  breaking  the  articles  of  the 
cefTation,  commiflloners  were  appointed  to  perfuade 
them  to  preferve  the  peace  *.  To  this  end,  the  eflates 
and  caftles  of  their  leaders  were  taken  from  the  Pro- 
tcftants,   to  whom  they   had  been  trufted  in  payment 
of  their  fervicc»^  and   returned  to   their  owners,  who» 
were  likewifc  flattered  with  the   hopes  of   filling  the 
pofts  which  Ihould  become  vacant  in  the  government. 
Under  the  color  of  fending  agents  to  the  King  to  re- 
prefent  their  grievances,  a  privilege  allowed  by   the 
articles  of  the  cefiTation,  a  treaty  of  peace  wars  carried 
on  at  the  court  at  Oxford,  between  the  King  and  the 
Irifh  Papifts  ;   in  which   the   latter  preferred  fuch  ex- 
travagant propofitions,  that,  the  King's  council  think- 
ing them  too  fcandalous   to  treat  on,  they  were  fup- 
prefifed,  and   others  prefented,  under  the  appellation 
of  being  fo  moderate,   that  the  Irifh  nation  could  not 
fabfift  in  the  condition  of  free  fubjedls  if  their  defires 
were  not  granted.     The  demands   thus  efteemcd  by 
the  Papifts  were.  The  full  and  legal  freedom  of  their 
religion  ;  the  calling  a  parliament,  in  which  the  Pa- 
pifts fhould  have  free  liberty  to  a(St ;  the  fufpenfion 
of  Poyning's  A(5l,  whilft  this  parliament  was  fitting  ; 
the  annulling  all  a6ls  and  ordinances  of  the  Irifh  par- 
liament fincc    the  commencement  of   the  rebellion  ; 
the   vacating   all   indictments,  attainders,  outlawries, 

*  Ormond  was  pofitively  commanded  by  the  King,  not  to  proceed 
by  any  means  to  a  new  rupture  with  the  Irifli.  Carts' 5  /Ippettdix  to  his 
ftccnd  volume,  p.  9.  . 
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and  grants,  in  prejudice  of  the  Irifh  Papifts  ;  an  acH:  Ann.  1646. 
of  limitation  for  the  fecurity  of  eftates  ;  an  inn  of 
court  to  be  eredled ;  the  fchools  and  univerfity  to  be 
free  ;  places  of  power,  truft,  and  confidence,  to  be 
equally  and  indifferently  conferred  on  Popifh  natives ; 
the  Court  of  Wards  to  be  abolifhed  ;  that  no  perfon 
not  eftated  nor  refident  fhould  be  allowed  to  vote  in 
cither  houfe  of  parliament ;  that  an  adt  fhould  be 
pafTed,  declaring  the  independency  of  the  kingdom 
on  the  parliament  of  England  ;  that  the  jurifdic^tion 
of  the  council-board  fhould  be  limited  to  matters  of 
ilate  ;  that  the  ftatutes  of  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and 
thirteenth  of  queen  Elizabeth,  concerning  ftaple  com- 
modities, fhould  be  repealed  ;  that  no  governor  fhould 
continue  above  three  years,  and  during  his  govern- 
ment fhould  be  difabled  from  purchafing  land,  except 
from  the  King  *  5  that  an  adl  fhould  be  pafTed  in  the 
next  parliament  for  the  raifing  and  fettling  the  train- 
bands ;  that  an  a<51:  of  oblivion  fhould  be  pafTed,  to 
extend  to  all  perfons  and  goods  :  and,  by  way  of  in- 
fult  on  the  Proteftants,  who  were  to  be  judged  at  the 
tribunal  of  a  Popifh  parliament,  the  rebels  propofed, 
That  all  notorious  murders,  breaches  of  quarter,  and 
barbarities  on  either  fide,  might  be  queftioned  in  the 
next  parliament,  and  fuch  as  fhould  appear  to  be 
guilty  excepted  out  of   the  acH:  of  oblivion,  and  pu- 


*  Had  the  Papifts  never  manifeft:cd  oppofition  on  other  than  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  they  would  have  met  with  no  interruption 
from  the  Englifh  parliament ;  but  it  is  plain  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  condu(5t,  that  this  was  but  a  lecondary  object,  which  they  would 
have  chearfully  facrificed  to  the  intereft  of  their  beloved  fuperftition. 
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Aon.  11646.  nifhed  according  to  their  deferts  *.  Upon  the  grant 
of  thcfe  propofitions,  they  promifcd  to  contribute  ten 
thoufand  men  towards  fupprefling  the  power  of  the 
Englifh  parliament ;  and  farther,  to  expofe  their  lives 
and  fortunes  towards  ferving  his  majefly,  as  occafion 
fhould  require. 

An  unlucky  circumilance  attending  this  tranf- 
a(5lion,  occalioned  infurmountable  difficulties  to  the 
councils  of  the  court :  a  large  body  of  the  hifh  Pro- 
teftants,  when  they  underflood  the  refolution  which 
had  been  taken  to  admit  of  the  repair  of  Popilh  agents 
to  Oxford,  petitioned  the  government  for  a  licence  to 
attend  the  King  on  the  behalf  of  the  Proteflant  in- 
tereft*  On  obvious  confiderations,  this  reafonable  re- 
queft  was  denied  ;  but  the  Proteftants,  meeting  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  and  under 
the  fanclion  of  the  King's  proclamation,  fignifying 
he  would  hear  the  complaints  of  both  parties,  com- 
miffioned  a  committee  of  their  body  to  repair  to  Ox- 
ford, and  attend  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Proteflant 
intereft.       The    fcveral   allegations    and    propofitions 

•  As  fevcral  Papifts  fell  a  facrificc  to  the  revenge  of  the  Protcftant 
fjldiers,  for  the  excefTive  injuries  their  brethren  had  fuffered,  it  has 
been  the  faftiion  of  modern  writers  to  confound  the  criminals  on  both 
fides  in  one  common  cenfure.  This  is  flattering  the  Papills  at  the 
expence  of  juftice  and  of  truth.  The  a-fls  of  violence  which  had  been 
committed  by  the  Proteftants  on  the  pcrfons  of  Papifts,  were  of  a  very 
inferior  nature  to  thofe  unprovoked  barbarities  which  had  been  in- 
Aided  by  Papifts  on  Proteftants  ;  and  as  the  Papifts,  in  the  perpetra- 
tion of  their  horrid  cruelties,  can  bear  no  comparifon  but  to  the  idea 
we  have  formed  of  the  proprietors  of  Hell,  fo  the  Proteftants,  in  the 
execution  of  their  revenge,  afted  in  the  charaders  of  men,  and  under 
the  influence  of  human  vice  and  infirmity. 

which 
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which  had  been  delivered  in  by  the  Popifli  agents  Ann.  1646* 
were  fully  anfwered  by  this  committee;  who  re- 
quired, for  the  prefervation  of  the  Protcftant  religion. 
That  the  penal  laws  fhould  continue  in  force,  and  be 
put  in  execution ;  that  the  parliament  now  fitting  in 
Ireland  Ihould  be  continued  -,  that  all  lawyers  who 
refufed  to  take  tlie  oath  of  fupremacy  fhould  be  re- 
ilrained  from  pratflice ;  that  the  prefent  aflumcd  power 
of  the  confederated  Papifts  lliould  be  difTolved  ;  that 
the  arms  and  ammunition  of  the  faid  confederates 
fhould  be  given  into  his  majefty*s  hand ;  that  the 
lofTes  of  his  majefty's  Protcftant  fubjedts  ihould  be  re- 
paired out  of  the  forfeited  eftatcs  not  othcrwifc  formerly 
difpofed  of  by  aft  of  parliament  ;  that  the  faid  confe- 
derates Ihould  rebuild  the  fcveral  plantation,  houfcs, 
and  caftlcs,  dcftroyed  by  them  in  the  rebellion  ;  o'hcr- 
wife,  that  his  majefty*3  Protcftant  fubjefts,  wlio  had 
been  bound  by  their  fcveral  patents  10  build  and 
maintain  them  for  his  majcfty's  fervicc,  Ihould  be 
difchargcd  from  that  condition  in  Iii$  grant »  thai  the 
arrcar  of  rent  due  to  his  majcfty  out  of  the  eftatcs  of 
his  Protcftant  fubjcfts  fliould  be  paid  him  by  the 
confedei*atc  Papifts,  who  had  received  them  co  their 
ufc  \  that  exemplary  puntOimcnt  ihould  l>c  indited 
on  fuch  of  the  principal  offenders  as  had  embrucd 
their  hands  in  ihcdding  of  innocent  blood,  or  who 
had  had  to  do  wiih  tlic  fxrft  plot  or  confpiracy  ;  iliat 
his  majefty's  towns,  forte,  and  places  of  ftrengtli,  dc- 
ftroyed by  the  confcdenues  fincc  the  rclK'Hion,  ihould 
at  their  charge  be  rc-cdificd,  and  dcUvcrc<l  up  into  his 
majcfty's  hands,  to  be  veiled  with  Proceftanis;  and 
that  all  fortifications  made  by  the  confederates  fince 
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their  rebellion  fliould  be  dcftroycd  ;  that  his  majefly's 
Proteftant  fubjcas  fliould  be  rcftored  to  the  quiet  pof- 
fcflion  of  all  their  caflles,  houfes,  &c.  monies,  plate, 
&c.  from  whence   they  had  been  put  out  and  kept ; 
that  the  eftabliftiment  and  maintenance  of  a  complete 
Proteftant  army,  and  fufficient  Proteftant  foldiers  and 
forces  in  Ireland,  fliould  be  taken  under  his  majefty's 
conlideration ;  that  nothing  in  any  refpe(5l  fliould  be 
granted  derogatory    to  Poyning*s    Law  ;    that   if  his 
majcfty  fliould  think  fit  to  grant  to  the  confederate 
Papifts  an  act  of  oblivion,  that  his  majefty  would  not 
allow  of  any  difcharge,  or  releafe  any  acStions,  fuits, 
&c.  whereby   his  majefty's  Proteftant  fubje<5ts  fliould 
be  deprived  of  redrefs  in  refpedl  of  any  wrongs   they 
might  have  fuftained  ;  that  provifion  fliould  be  made, 
that  none  fliould  fit  or  vote  in  parliament  but  fuch  as 
had  firft  taken  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance. 

It  was  not  till  after  much  folicitation  that  the  Pro- 
teftant agents  could  get  a  copy  of  the  propofitions  the 
rebels  had  preferred  •,  and,  on  the  delivery  of  their 
own  propofals,  they  were  chidden  by  the  council  *, 
and  told.  That  what  they  had  aflced  was  contrary  to 
the  fenfe  of  the  body  of  Irifli  Proteftants  ;  that  their 
propofitions  would  lay  a  prejudice  on  his  majcfty  and 
on  his  pofterity,  remaining  on  record,  fliould  a  treaty 

♦  Sir  Philip  Percival,  one  of  the  committee  who,  by  the  King's 
direftions,  had  been  fent  over  by  the  Irilh  adminiftration  to  alTift  at 
the  treaty,  wrote  to  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  That  the  Proteltant 
agents  obferved  the  Irifli  high,  and  courted  by  divers  -,  and  themfelves, 
even  by  their  acquaintances,  as  they  thought,  ncglcdted.  Carte^ 
^ol.  III.    5/tf/tf  Z////rj,  p.  305,  6?y^. 
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go  on  and  a  peace  follow,  which  the  King's  necefllties  Ann.  1646. 
did  enforce.  The  agents  prudently  anfwered.  That 
they  were  ftrangers  to  his  majefty's  afl^airs  in  Eng- 
land ;  that  they  conceived  tliefe  matters  more  fit  for 
his  majefty's  council ;  and  therefore  defircd  to  be  ex- 
cufed  from  meddling  in  the  treaty  farther  than  ma- 
nifefting  the  truth  of  the  Proteftants  petition,  and 
propofing  in  the  behalf  of  that  body  according  to  the 
inftrudtions  which  had  been  given  them.  On  this 
reply,  they  were  told  by  Sir  George  RadclifTe,  That 
while  they  continued  fo  high  and  unreafonable  in 
their  demands,  they  muft  expedl  nothing  but  war: 
"  Wc  had  rather,  returned  ihcy,  undergo  the  hazard 
of  war  than  confcnt  to  a  diflionorablc  and  dcfimftivc 
peace.**  On  being  farther  prcflcd,  by  the  King  him- 
felf,  to  anfwer  the  rebels  propofitions  in  a  manner 
more  concordant  tQ  the  prcfcnt  occafions,  thc>*  told 
him,  That  they  looked  on  thofc  propofitions  as  de* 
ftruftivc  to  his  majAy,  hi.s  laws,  government,  and 
Proteftant  fubje<5l3  ♦ — A  committee  from  the  Dublin 
council,  who,  for  the  pliability  of  tlicir  principles^ 
had  been  fclcAed  by  government  for  the  office  of  ad- 
vlfing  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  rendered  tnfurmounc- 

*  The  carl  of  Briftol  had  the  infolence  to  Infult  chem  00  ihc  low 
ebb  to  which  the  King  had  reduced  the  Proteftant  ia:crcft»  by  adding^ 
That  his  m:ijcfty  cxpcftcd  they  (hould  dcdirc  wh«  i»^  prudcnttally 
fit  for  him  to  do  -,  fccinjr,  the  ProtclVajv?t  vincre  noc  in  a  cooiiitiotf)  co 
help  thcnifclvcK,  and  he  would  not  allow  them  to  join  with  the  Saxs» 
or  j^y  who  had  uken  tbe  oofvcnkni.  To  this  the  King  added  the 
following  query :  **  What  iritj  bccocne  of  the  Irifli  Prote4\antj  i/  the 
Prtpirti  agcniu  bmk  off  their  treaty,  which  it  b  (o  be  ftvcd  they  will  - 
do,  if  tbcy  hive  noc  their  propodiiiom  fee  the  mod  piri  yielded  unto  l" 
Ri^trih,  vol.  V.  p.  917. 
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able  the  difficulties  which  the  Proteftant  agents  had 
thrown  on  the  treaty,  by  infifting,  as  a  ncceflary  fe- 
curity  for  that  body,  That  the  Irifli  Papifls  fliould  be 
difarmed  ;  that  they  fliould  repay  all  the  damages 
fuflained  by  the  war  ;  that  the  penal  laws  againft  re- 
cufants,  efpecially  the  clergy,  fliould  be  put  in  exe- 
cution ;  and  that  thofe  who  had  been  the  moil  guilty 
of  the  mafTacres  and  barbarities  perpetrated  in  the 
commencement  of  the  rebellion,  fliould  be  excepted 
from  pardon  *. 

The  granting  conceffions,  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  body  of  Irifli  Proteflants,  not  one  of  the 
council  had  the  hardinefs  to  fecond  ;  and  the  King^ 
deflitute  of  their  authority,  had  recourfe  to  the  ad- 
vice which  had  been  given  him  by  his  Englifh  coun- 
cil in  regard  to  Irifh  grievances,  previous  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.    He  declared  himfelf 

*  A  letter  from  Sir  George  Radcliffe  to  the  marquis  of  Ormond 
exprefiTes  fomcthing  of  the  refentment  which  the  court  entertained  on 
this  unexpcfted  conduct  of  the  ftate- committee ;  viz.  "  Sir  William 
Stuart  and  lord-chief-jufticc  Lowther  have  played  the  fools  notably,  as 
we  think  here,  oppofing  Papifts  more  than  there  were  any  hopes  to. 
prevail,  fearing  to  otfend  the  parliament,  and  indeed  fceming  very  averfe 
to  peace  upon  fuch  terms  as  it  might  be  hoped  for.  Sir  Philip  Per- 
cival  agreed  with  them  in  all  things,  and  had  gone  here  for  a  round- 
head, if  your  excellence  had  not  recommended  him  as  you  did." 
This  Sir  Philip  Percival  had  vindicated  the  ceflation  to  the  parliament, 
on  the  point  of  necelTity  •,  and,  by  the  directions  of  Ormond,  had 
executed  a  good  deal  of  court-drudgery ;  but  the  Irilh  peace  (luck 
with  many  who  had  gone  all  lengths,  and  every  confcicntious  fcruple 
which  forbad  the  utmofl:  excefs  of  villainy  in  fo  good  a  caufe,  can- 
celled the  merits  of  paft  fervices,  and  could  never  be  forgiven.  Cartfy 
vol.  III.  Slate  Letters,  p.  316. 

ready 


CHARLES 


I. 


21^ 


t 


I 


ready  to  releafe  all  his  right  to  the  lands  which  had  Ann.  1646. 
been   found   by  the  offices   appointed  by  the  carl  of 
Strafford,   except   to   fuch  as   lay   in   the   counties    of 
Kilkenny  and   Wicklow,   and  to   pafs   an  acft  of  limi-- 
tation    as    dcfired :    He    confented  that   the  book   of 
rates  fhould  be  fettled  by    an  indifferent  committee 
of  parliament  :  He  would  take  care  that  his  Irifh  fub- 
jce^s  fliould  not  be  oppreflbd  by  the  Court  of  Wards  : 
For  the  articles  of  the  council-table,   the  votes  of  ab- 
fcntees,  the  fitting  in  parliament  of  perfons  not  eflatcd 
in   the  kingdom,  he  referred    to    his   anfwers  given 
formerly  to  the  committees  of  parliament ;  and  agreed 
that   the  chief  governors  fliould  be   inhibited  from' 
making  any  purchafe,  other  than  by  leafe,  for  the 
provifion  of  their  houfes,  during  the  time   of   their 
government:  For  tl%e  independency  of  the  kingdom, 
he  referred  it  to  the  debates  of  both  parliaments  :  He 
knew  not  any  incapacity  upon  the   natives,  he  faid, 
to  purchafe  cither  lands  or  offices ;   if  there  were,  he 
would   willingly   confent  to  an   atfl  for  removing  it, 
and  alfo  to   the  ere(5ling  an  inn  of  court,  univerfity, 
and  frec-fchools  :  He  refufed  to  declare  the  adls  and 
ordinances  pafTed  in  parliament  fince  Auguft  7,  1641, 
to  be  void  ;  but  would  take  care,  he  faid,  that  the 
Popifh  party  fhould  not  receive  any  prejudice  thereby : 
He  refufed  to  annul  the  indidlments,  attainders,  and 
outlawries,  which,  he  added,  had  been  legally  taken ' 
and  regularly  profecuted  ;  but  was  ready  to  grant  a 
general  pardon,  excepting  to  all  fuch  as  were  proper 
to   be  excluded ;  and  to  confent  to    fuch  an  acft  of 
oblivion   as   fhould   be    prepared  and  tranfmitted  to 
him   by    the   advice  of  the    lord-lieutenant  and  the ' 
i      .  F  f  2  Irifh 
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Iri{h  council,  who  were  fitteft,  he  faid,  to  confider  in 
what  ilate  debts  were  to  be  left,  and  particular  anions 
to  be  waved ;  in  which  cafe,  he  fhould  be  content  to 
releafe  what  particularly  concerned  himfelf :  For  the 
proportion    concerning    the    train-bands,    he   waved 
giving  any  conclufive  anfwer  to  it  for  the  prefent: 
And  for  a  new  parliament,  as  there  were  fome  doubts 
about  the  legality   of  its  continuance  fince  the  lord 
deputy  Wandesford's  death,  he  was  content  to  call  a. 
new  one,  upon  condition    that   all    particulars  were 
previoully  agreed,  and  the  adls   to   be  tranfmitted  as 
ufual :  As  to   tlie  main  point,  concerning  the  repeal 
of  the  penal  laws,  the  King  anfwered.  That  they  had 
never  been   executed  with   rigor  ;  and  if  his  Popifli 
fubjevSls  would,  by  returning  to  their  duty,  merit  his 
favor  and  protedlion,  they  fliould  never  for  the  future 
have  caufe  to  complain  that  lefs  moderation  was  ufed 
to  them  than  had  been  in  the  mod  indulgent  timefi 
of  queen  Elizabeth  and  king  James  ;  and  thofe  of  the 
party    who  merited    his    favor  fhould    receive    fuch 
marks  of  it,  in  offices  and  places  of  tmft,  as  fhould 
plainly  (hcvf  his  good  acceptance  and  regard  of  them. 

^Thefe  conceffions,  which  in  a  manner  gave  up  the 

Proteilant  intereft,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  whole  body^ 
to  their  inveterate  enemies  the  Papifls,  were  far  from 
fatisfying  the  expecftations  they  had  formed  from  the 
difpofition  of  the  court.  On  the  delivering  his  anfwer, 
the  King  admoniftied  the  Papifts  to  confider  his  cir- 
cumftances  and  their  own,  and  how  far  their  intereft 
was  connecfled  and  dependent  on  his  fortunes ;  that 
if  upon  thofe  conditions  which  he  could  now  grant, 
and  which  were  very  fufficient  for  the  fecurity  of 
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their  religion^  lives,  and  fortunes,  they  made  halle  Ann.  1646. 
to  enable  him  to  fupprefs  his  parliament,  he  would 
never  forget  the  merit  of  fuch  a  fervice,  and  it  would 
then  be  abfolutely  in  *his  power  to  vouchfafe  graces 
to  them  to  complete  their  happinefs ;  and  which,  he 
gave  them  his  royal  word,  he  would  then  difpenfe  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  not  leave  them  difappointed 
of  any  of  their  juft  and  full  expedations :  But  if,  by 
infifting  on  fuch  particulars  as  he  could  not  in  con- 
fcience  confent  to,  and  which  would  do   him  more 
diflervice  than   all  their  affiftance  could  countervail,, 
they  fhould  delay  their  joining  with  him  till  his  party 
was  fupprefTed,  it  would  then  be  too  late  to  give  him. 
help  ;  that  they  would  find  their  flrength  in  Ireland 
but  an  imaginary  fupport  for  his   or  their  own  in- 
tereft ;  and  that,  when  the  parliament  had  deftroyed 
him,  they  would  without  difficulty  root  out  their  na- 
tion' and  religion  *.     The  Popifh  agents,  who  were 
now  fully  informed  of  the  King's  fituation,  confefTed 
that  the  demands  which  their  principals  had  ordered 
them  to  infift  on,  were  fuch  as  his  majefty  could  not 
confent  to  in  the  prefent  condition  of  his  affairs  j  and 
promifed  him  to  ufe  their  endeavors  to  procure  the 
full  fubmifSon  and  obedience  of  the  confederate  Pa- 
pifts,  upon  fuch  terms  as   he  could  confent  to  for 
their  fecurity. 

•  Lord  Clarendon,  who  has  been  unfair  enough  to  fupprefs  every 
thing  which  in  his  judgment  could  affea  the  King's  charaftcr,  has  had 
the  weaknefs  to  infert  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Irilh  rebellion  an  admo- 
nition which  fixes  fo  foul  a  ftain  on  the  King,  and  on  all  thofe  o^  his 
party  who  were  privy  to  his  intentions. 
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Am.  16^6.  As  the  King's  council,  to  avoid  the  odium  they 
Ihould  incur  by  tranfa(5ling  a  peace  with  tlic  hifli, 
had  refufed  to  give  their  advice  or  fpeak  their  fenti- 
•ments  on  the  fubje<5l,  the  whole  burthen  of  this  in- 
famous treaty  was  flung  on  the  marquis  of  Ormond  : 
all  farther  proceedings  in  it  were  referred  to  his  ma- 
nagement ;  he  was  ordered  by  the  King  to  renew 
the  cefTation  with  the  rebels  for  another  vear  ;  and  a 
coramiflion  was  fent  him,  imder  the  great-feal  of 
•England,  to  make  fuch  a  full  peace  and  union  with 
them  as  fhould  enable  that  kingdom  to  aflift  his  ma- 
jcfly  in  fuppreffing  his  Englifh  and  Scotch  rebels ; 
and  to  encourage  in  the  undertaking  an  enterprize  fo 
full  of  danger  and  public  reproach,  the  lord  Digby 
aflured  him,  That  notwithftanding  all  appearing  ha- 
zards, which  might  deter  vulgar  fpirits,  his  excel- 
lency had  nothing  to  fear  but  in  the  ruins  of  his 
majefty  and  of  monarchy  itfelf,  with  which  he  was 
confident  he  would  rather  perifh  than  fubfift  after  it. 
The  marquis  of  Ormond,  as  himfelf  exprelTes,  re- 
garded his  intereft  as  too  much  connected  with  the 
King's  power  not  to  run  all  hazards  in  its  fupport  ; 
and,  according  to  the  commands  and  commiflion  he 
had  received  from  Oxford,  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  King  and  the  Irifh  rebels  was  opened  at  Dublin 
on  the  fixth  of  September,  1645. 

Besides   the   difficulties  under   which  the    King's 
affairs  labored  in  Ireland  from   the  non-compliance 
of   the   Scots,   the   lord  Inchiquin,    vice-prefident   of 
Muniler,  though  a  fit  tool  of  power,  and  by  inclina- 
tion 
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tion  attached  to  the  caufe  of  royalty  *,  yet,  being  Ann.  1646. 
difappointed  in  the  hopes  he  had  conceived  of  fuc- 
ceeding  Sir  William  St.  Leger  in  the  office  of  prefident, 
he  determined  to  revenge  his  private  wrongs  by  avow- 
ing the  public  caufe ;  and,  after  openly  declaring  his  re- 
folution  by  addreffing  the  King  f  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  his  parliament,  and  to  the  parliament  for  fup- 
plies  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  Irifli,  he  picked  a 
quarrel  with  the  government  of  the  town  of  Cork, 
expelled  the  Papifts  from  that  city,  and  encouraged 
the  foldiers  and  officers  under  his  command  to  take 
the  covenant.  Inchiquin's  defed:ion  was  followed  by 
that  of  lord  Efmond,  the  governor  of  the  fort  of 
Duiicannon,  who,  after  receiving  confiderable  fup- 
plies  from  the  King  and  the  marquis  of  Ormond, 
declared  himfelf  openly  for  the  parliament.  The  pri-  carte,  vol  r 
vate  foldiers  of  the  Englifli  regiments  in  the  North  P*  +9S- 
of  Ireland  could  n,»t  be  prevented  by  authority  from 
taking  the  covenant  ;  and  their  officers  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Monroe  for  an  union  with  his 
forces  in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  againft 
the  Irilh  rebels^ 

The  King's 

Whilst  continual  fkirmifhes  paffed  between  the  P"^ate  tranf- 

c    %  11  1     .  r.  ,   aflions  with 

conrederates  army  and  the  non-complymg  Scots  and  the  irim  re^ 

bels,  by  the 
earl  of  Gla- 
*  The  fupply  of  forces  which  the  King  had  already  received  from  morgan. 

Irclind  had  been  fent  by  the  marquis  of  Ormond  out  of  Leinfter,  and 

bv  the  lord  Inchiquin  out  of  Munfter.     Carte^  vol.  I.  p.  469. 

•\  This  addrefs  was  fubfcribed  by  the  lord  Inchiquin  and  all  his 

of?icers,  and  concludes  thus :   "  Whatever  your  majefty's  refolution  is 

hereupon,  ours  is  to  purfue  the  war  vigoroufly  againil  thofe  inhuman 

ari'J  furious  butchers  -,  and  we  will  rather  choofe  to  die  martyrs  in  a 

good  caufe,  than  bafely  abandon  its  defence.'* 

Englifh, 
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Englifli,  the  articles  of  a  treaty  for  a  more  clofe  conjunc- 
tion with  the  King's  friends  and  the  hiOi  Papifts  were 
debating  at  Dublin  ;  but  as,  on  the  one  fide,  the  Papifts 
would  not  recede  from  one  tittle  of  their  former  de- 
mands, and,  on  the  other,  the  King's  delegate  Ormond 
could  not  obtain  the  authority  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland 
for  the  concluding  the  treaty  on  terms  fo  obvioufly  de- 
ftruaive  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  *,  his  majefty,  im- 
patient at  the  delay,  had  entered  into  a  private  treaty 
with  the  rebels  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.     The 
lord  Herbert,  eldeft  fon  to  the  marquis  of  Worcefter, 
a  zealous  Papift,  and  connected  by  marriage  to  fome 
of  the  heads  of  that  party  in  Ireland,  was  employed 
by  the  King  in  this  undertaking  t-     His  majefty  by 

♦  The  marauis  of  Ormond  wrote  to  the  King,  That  it  would  be 
very  dangerous,  if  it  were  poffible,  to  make  peace  without  or  againft 
the  advice  of  the  Irilh  council  •,  that  a  peace  fo  made  would  be  called 
no  peace,    but  a  countenancing   the  Irifh,   by    the  royal  authority, 
a-ainft  the  Englifh  and  Proteftants,  who  would  certainly  difobcy  if  the 
council  difavowed  the  peace;  that  he  fuppofcd  it  was  not  at  all  to  be 
done  without  them,  for  whatever  the  agreement  was,  it  muft    for  the 
cffential  part  of  it,  be  drawn  into  afts  to  pafs  in  the  Irifh  parliament 
in  the  tranfmitting  whereof,  according  to  law,  the  Irifh  council  would 
have  their  votes,  and  might  there  ftop  it,  un  efs  Poyning's  Ad  was 
fufpended,  which  muft  alfo  pafs  fheir  votes      In  return  to  this  expof- 
tidation,  the  King  lent  an  abfolute  command  to  the  lieutenant,  not  to 
hazird  Ihe  peace  by  feeking  the  approbation  of  the  council.     Carte. 

vo\A\\.  State  Letters,  ^.^Z\.^M' 

+  This  lord  Herbert  was  the  fame  individual  who  had  fingly  fe- 

conded  S  rafford's  advice  to  the  King  to  fight  the  Scots,  with  additiona^ 
^r.lc  nf  a  verv  pernicious  tendency.     On  the  breaking  out  of  the 

iTl^f  w^  appoL'd  lord-Iieutenanc  of  South-Wales .  but  the  forces 

^Wch  he  had  ^ifed  for  the  King,  at  his  own  and  h.s  father's  expence. 

we«  all  defeated  in  an  expedition  of  Sir  William  Waller,  wh.ch  ha, 

been  reUted  in  this  Hiftory. 

letter 
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letter  fignified  his  commands  to  the  marquis  of  Or-  Ann.  1646. 
mond,  to  give  the  lord  Herbert  his  favor  and  afliftance 
towards  the  furthering  the  peace  j  and,  that  the  bu- 
linefs  might  receive  no  interruption  from  the  envy 
or  inability  of  the  lieutenant,  he  was  vefted  with  ad- 
ditional powers  *,  and  complimented  with  other  fa- 
vors and  immunities  f ^It  was  towards  the  end  of 

July,  1645*,  when  the  lord  Herbert  arrived  in  Ire- 
land f ,  where  he  found  the  confederate  Papifts  and 
the  marquis  of  Ormond  debating  the  articles  of  the 
intended  peace,     A  commiffioner  of  their  own  body, 


i 


*  He  was  to  proceed,  by  the  advice  of  the  judges,  againft  all  ab- 
fentees,  and  to  feize  their  eftates ;  no  wardfhips  were  to  be  granted  by  the 
Court  of  Wards,  but  to  fuch  perfons,  and  on  fuch  conditions,  as  the 
lord-lieutenant  fhould  think  fit  *,  a  power  was  given  him  to  determine 
all  cuftodiums  formerly  granted,  and  to  apply  their  profits  to  the 
fupport  of  the  army ;  to  fcquefter  difafFefled  perfons  from  the  council, 
board-,  and  to  remove  and  change  the  governors  of  counties,  cities, 
caftles,  and  forts  at  his  pleafure :  and,  that  no  perfon  might  fufFer  any 
punifhment  from  having  paid  implicit  obedience  to  his  majefty's  or- 
ders, a  pardon  under  the  great-feal  was  at  the  fame  time  fent  to 
the  chief  governor,  the  privy-counfellors,  minifters,  and  others  who 
had  been  employed  and  adied  in  any  part  of  his  fcrvice.  Cartey 
vol.  I.  p.  521,  ^  feq^. 

•j-  To  difcharge  the  wardfhip  and  marriage  of  his  fon,  in  cafe  he 
furvived  his  father,  he  was  made  a  knight ;  grants  were  made  to  the 
marquis,  and  his  heirs,  of  fo  many  of  the  manors  and  lands  of  the 
crown  which  fhould  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  every 
thoufand  pounds  he  had  expended  in  its  fervice,  or  were  due  to  him 
for  his  entertainments ;  licence  was  alfo  given  for  his  repairing  into 
England  whenever  he  fhould  think  fit,  and  appointing  deputies  to  go- 
vern in  his  abfcncc.     Carte,  vol.1,  p.  521.  ' 

X  He  had  left  Oxford  in  March  1644-5,  but  had  been  interrupted 
in  his  pafTage  by  one  of  the  parliament's  fhips,  which  purfued  him 
till  he  took  refuge  in  a  port  of  Cumberland. 

Vol.  IV.  G  g  vefted 
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Englifli,  the  articles  of  a  treaty  for  a  more  clofe  conjunc- 
tion with  the  King's  friends  and  the  hifli  Papifts  were 
debating  at  Dublin  ;  but  as,  on  the  one  fide,  the  Papifts 
would  not  recede  from  one  tittle  of  their  former  de- 
mands, and,  on  the  other,  the  King's  delegate  Ormond 
could  not  obtain  the  authority  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland 
for  the  concluding  the  treaty  on  terms  fo  obvioufly  de- 
ftruftive  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  *,  his  majefty,  im- 
patient at  the  delay,  had  entered  into  a  private  treaty 
with  the  rebels  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.     The 
lord  Herbert,  eldeft  fon  to  the  marquis  of  Worcefter, 
a  zealous  Papift,  and  connefted  by  marriage  to  fome 
of  the  heads  of  that  party  in  Ireland,  was  employed 
by  the  King  in  this  undertaking  t-     His  majefty  by 

•  The  marauis  of  Ormond  wrote  to  the  King,  That  it  would  be 
very  dangerous,  if  it  were  poflible,  to  makepeace  without  or  againft 
the  advice  of  the  Irilh  council  •,  that  a  peace  fo  made  would  be  called 
no  peace,    but  a  countenancing   the  Irifh.   by   the  royal  authority 
aaainft  the  Englilh  and  Proteftants,  who  would  certainly  difobey  if  the 
council  difavowed  the  peace;  that  he  fuppofed  it  was  not  at  all  to  be 
done  without  them,  for  whatever  the  agreement  ''«.«■""«'  f™ 
tffential  part  of  it,  be  drawn  into  afts  to  pafs  in  the  Irifh  parliament, 
in  the  tranfmitting  whereof,  according  to  law,  the  Irilh  councd  would 
have  their  votes,  and  might  there  ftop  it,  un  efs  Poynings  Aft  was 
fufpended,  which  muft  alfo  pafs  their  votes      In  return  to  this  expof- 
tuktion,  the  King  lent  an  abfolute  command  to  the  lieutenant,  not  to 
hazard  Ihe  peace  by  feeking  the  approbation  of  the  council.     C.rU, 
vo\.  111.  State  Letters,  p.  43'^  ^M 

+  This  lord  Herbert  was  the  fame  individual  who  had  lingly  fe- 
conded  S  rafford's  advice  to  the  King  to  fight  the  Scots,  with  addit.ona^ 
Ztih  of  a  very  pernicious  tendency.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
C  he  w^  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  South-Wales  •,  but  the  forces 
mI  had  raifed  for  the  King,  at  his  own  and  his  father's  expence. 
were  all  defeated  in  an  expedition  of  Sir  Wilham  Waller,  which  has 

been  related  in  diis  Hiftory. 
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letter  fignified  his  commands  to  the  marquis  of  Or-  Amu  1645. 
mond,  to  give  the  lord  Herbert  his  favor  and  afliftance 
towards  the  furthering  the  peace  ;  and,  that  the  bu- 
iinefs  might  receive  no  interruption  from  the  envy 
or  inability  of  the  lieutenant,  he  was  veiled  with  ad- 
ditional powers  *,  and  complimented  with  other  fa- 
vors and  immunities  f. — ^It  was  towards  the  end  of 
July,  1645',  when  the  lord  Herbert  arrived  in  Ire- 
land J,  where  he  found  the  confederate  Papifts  and 
the  marquis  of  Ormond  debating  the  articles  of  the 
intended  peace,     A  commiffioner  of  their  own  body, 

*  He  was  to  proceed,  by  the  advice  of  the  judges,  againft  all  ab- 
fentees,  and  to  feize  their  eftates ;  no  wardfliips  were  to  be  granted  by  the 
Court  of  Wards,  but  to  fuch  perfons,  and  on  fuch  conditions,  as  the 
lord-lieutenant  fhould  think  fit ;  a  power  was  given  him  to  determine 
all  cuftodiums  formerly  granted,  and  to  apply  their  profits  to  the 
fupport  of  the  army ;  to  fequefter  difaffedled  perfons  from  the  council- 
board  i  and  to  remove  and  change  the  governors  of  counties,  cities, 
caftlcs,  and  forts  at  his  pleafure  :  and,  that  no  perfon  might  fufFer  any 
punifhment  from  having  paid  implicit  obedience  to  his  majefty's  or- 
ders, a  pardon  under  the  great-leal  was  at  the  fame  time  fcnt  to 
the  chief  goverrKw,  the  privy-counfellors,  minifters,  and  others  who 
had  been  employed  and  afted  in  any  part  of  his  fervice.  Carte, 
vol.1,  p.  521,  (sffeq. 

f  To  difcharge  the  wardfhip  and  marriage  of  his  fon,  in  cafe  he 
furvived  his  father,  he  was  made  a  knight ;  grants  were  made  to  the 
marquis,  and  his  heirs,  of  fo  many  of  the  manors  and  lands  of  the 
crown  which  fhould  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  every 
thoufand  pounds  he  had  expended  in  its  fervice,  or  were  due  to  him 
for  his  entertainments ;  licence  was  alfo  given  for  his  repairing  into 
England  whenever  he  fhould  think  fit,  and  appointing  deputies  to  <yo- 
vern  in  his  abfence.     Carte,  vol.1,  p.  521. 

%  He  had  left  Oxford  in  March  1644-5,  but  had  been  interrupted, 
in  his  pafTage  by  one  of  the  parliament's  fhips,  which  purfued  him 
till  he  took  refuge  in  a  port  of  Cumberland. 

Vol.  IV.  G  g  vcfted 
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Aiiiw:»646.  •  vcfled  with  very  extraordinary  powers,  it  feerris,  had" 
been  long  expe<5^ed  by  the  Irifh  j  nor  were  they  dif- 
appoimed  of  their  warmeft  expedtatione.  The  lord 
Herbert  produced  a  warrant,,  under  the  royal  fignef> 
to  the  following  purport :  That  his  majefty,  repofing 
great  and  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  his  approved 
wifdom  and  fidelity,  did,  as  firmly  and  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  as  if  the  commiilion  had  pafTed  the 
great-feal,  give  him  power  to  treat  and  conclude  with 
the  confederate  Roman  Catholics  of  his  kingdom  oF 
Ireland  on  terms,  if  upon  neceflity  any  were  to  be 
condefcended  to  wherein  his  lieutenant  could  not  fo 
well  be  feen  in,  and  not  fit  for  his  majcfty^  at  the 
prefent  publicly  to  own :  The  commiffioner  was  charged 
to  proceed  according  to  his  warrant,  with  all  poflible 
fecrecy ;  and,  for  whatfoevcr  he  fhould  engage  him- 
felf  upon  fuch  valuable  confiderations,  as  he  in  his^ 
judgment  did  deem  fit,  his  majefty  did  promife,  upon 
the  word  of  a  king  and  a  Chriftian,  to  ratify  and 
perform,  the  faid  confederate  CathoHcs  having  by 
their  fupplies  teftified  their  zeal  for  his  fervice  *.; 

♦  Several  other  commiflions,  in  a  yet  more  extraordinary  ftile  of 
confidence,  and  all  of  them  figned  by  the  King*s  private  fcal,  were  on 
proper  occafions  produced  by  the  lord  Herbert  to  perfons  of  authority 
among  the  confederates.  In  one  of  thefe,  dated  January  6,  1644-5,. 
the  King  gives  the  lord  Herbert  power  for  levying  any  number  of 
men  in  Ireland  and  parts  beyond  the  fea,  the  commanding  them,  the 
putting  officers  over  them,  governors  in  forts  and  towns,  and  to  re- 
ceive his  rents.  In  another,  dated  the  twelfth  of  the  fame  month,  he 
promifes,  on  the  word  of  a  king  and  a  Chriftian,  That  whatfoever  the 
lord  Herbert  fhould  perform,  as  warranted  under  the  Kina's  fian- 
manual,  pocket-fignet,  private  feal,  or  even  by  word  of  mouth,  with- 
out farther  ceremony,  he  would  make  good  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
as  effcftually  as  if  the  authority  had  been  under  the  great-feal  of  Eng- 

landj 
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On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft,    i6^s,  a  fecret  treaty  Am.  i6^, 
was  concluded  between  the  lord  Herbert  on  the  King's 
part,  and  commifiioners  on  the  part  of  the  confede- 
rates, on  the  following  terms  :  That  the  Papifts  were  carte. 
to  enjoy  the  public  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  all 
the  churches  of  which  they  had  gotten  pofleflion  at 
any  time  fince  Odober  23,    1IS41  :  They  were  made* 
capable   of   all    offices    of   truft,    and    advancement, 
places,  degrees,    dignities,  and    preferments    whatfo- 
ever, in  Ireland  :  They  were  to  be   freed  by  adl  of 
parliament  from  all  penalties  and  pains  in  any  of  the 
penal  laws  :  They  were  to  be  exempted  from  the  ju- 
rifdi<flion    of  the  Proteftant   clergy,  and    their    own 
clergy  were  to  enjoy  the  tythes,  glebes,  and  church- 
land,  with  the  advantage,  the  King  faid,  that  he  fhould  efleem  him- 
felf  the  more  obliged  to  the  earl  for  his  gallantry  in  not  (landing  upon 
fuch  nice  terms  to  do  him  fervice ;  the  King  defires  him  to  proceed 
chearfully,  fpeedily,  and  boldly ;  and  bound  himfelf,  if  his  commif-* 
fioner  fhould  exceed  what  law  could  warrant,  or  the  King's  preroga- 
tive reach  unto,  not  only  to  pardon  him,  but  to  maintain  the  fame 
with  all  his  might  and  power.     Previous  to  the  granting  thefe  com- 
miflions, the  lord  Herbert  had  obtained  of  the  King  a  patent,  unto 
which  the  great  feal  (which  had  been  taken  from  its  proper  officer) 
was  affixed  by  the  King's  fervant  Endymion  Porter,  creating  him  earl 
of  Glamorgan ;  and  on  the  twelfth  of  March  1644,  another,  creating 
him  duke  of  Somerfet,  with  the  promife  of  the  King's  daughter  Eli- 
zabeth in  marriage  to  his  fon,  with  a  portion  of  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  a  commiffion  to  be  generalifTimo  of  three  armies 
Englilh,  Irilh,  and  foreign,  and  admiral  of  a  fleet  at  fea,  with  power 
to  contract  for  wardfhips,  cufloms,  woods,  or  any  other  of  the  King's 
rights  and  prerogatives.     This  commiffion  mentions.  That  the  King 
had  entrufled  the  earl  with  feveral  patents,  under  the  great-feal  of 
England,  from  a  baronet  to  a  marquis,  which  he  gave  him  full  power 
and  authority  to  difpofe  of.     King  Charles's  TranfaQions  with  the  Earl  of 
Glamorgan^  by  Dr.  Birch.     Cartels  Life  of  Ormondy  vol.  I.  p.  558. 
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Ann,  1646.  revenues  in  their  poflefTion,  and  to  exercife  their  ju- 
rifdidlion  without  controul.  In  confideration  of  thefe 
conceffions,  the  Papifls  were  to  fend  ten  thoufand 
men  into  England,  under  the  command  of  the  lord 
Herbert,  who  were  to  be  kept  together  in  one  entire 
body,  under  officers  named  by  the  general  aflembly 
of  the  confederate  Paplfts  * The  confederates  were 

•  This  infamous  treaty  with  the  Irifli  rebels,  contrary  to  honor^ 
contrary  to  confcience,  contrary  to  the  King's  folemn  vows,  profef- 
fions,  and  declarations,  though  it  has  puzzled,  yet  it  has  not  filenced 
that  numerous  tribe  of  bigotted  writers  who  have  attempted  the  vindi- 
cation of  his  character,  at  theexpenceof  truth,  morality,  and  religion. 
There  are  of  this  lift  of  advocates  who,  in  contradiction  to  unde- 
niable evidence,  have  had  the  (hamclefs  boldnefs  to  deny  the  fa6l ; 
others,  with  more  modefty,  have  preferved  an  entire  filence  on  the 
whole  traniadion  -,  whilft  others  again,  whofe  talents  in  the  art  of  fo- 
phiftry  are  in  no  ways  inferior  to  the  moft  fkilful  of  the  Jefuitical 
arguers,  have  excufcd  the  King's  conduct  on  the  plea  of  Neccffity ; 
a  plea  which,  if  allowed  as  a  vindication  for  guilty  actions,  annihilates 
moral  law :  ftrong  temptation  is  necefllty,  guilt  incurs  neceflity  ^ 
whilft  circumftances,  vicious  appetites,  and  even  crimes  themfclves, 
becoming  advocates  for  more  atrocious  a6ls  of  wickedncfs,  give  the 
lye  to  moral  fenfe  \  and  confound  thofe  plain  ideas  of  vice  and  virtue 
which  the  great  Author  of  our  cxiftence  has  implanted  in  the  human 
mind  for  the  prefervation  of  human  innocence  :  a  plea  fo  contradictory 
to  undepraved  reafon  reflects  difgrace  on  the  urger.  Neither,  were  it 
admitted,  would  it  tend  to  a  juftification  of  the  King,  who,  when  his 
affairs  in  England  and  the  Protcftant  intcreft  in  Ireland  were  in  a  very 
profperous  fituation,  before  the  Irifti  armies  were  formed  under  0*Neii 
and  Prefton,  when  very  few  of  the  caftles  and  none  of  the  towns,  ex- 
,  cept  Kilkenny,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  before  the  parliament 

called  in  the  Scots  to  their  afliftance,  when  the  letters  of  his  friends 
to  his  party  in  Ireland  fpoke  nothing  but  triumphs,  and  were  full  of 
infults  on  the  low  ftate  to  which  the  parliament  was  reduced,  fo  early 
as  the  twelfth  of  January  1642-3,  fent  inftru6tions  to  the  marquis  of 
Ormond  to  treat  with  them  of  a  peace.  In  another  letter,  of  the 
fccond  of  February,  he  earneftly  dcfires  him  to  fend  him  word  with 

all 


fo  much  aware  of  the  King's  infincerity,  that  they  Ann.  164(5. 
not  only  obliged  his  commiffioner  to  fwear  that  he 

all  fpeed  of  the  particulars  of  the  bufinefs,  as  how,  when,  and  in  what 
meafure  it  will  be  done  i  affuring  him  that  it  ftiould  not  be  hindered 
by  the  arrival  of  a  more  powerful  head.     In  another,  of  the  eighth  of 
the  fame  month,  he  commands  him  to  flacken  nothing  in  that  bufmefs, 
whatever  the  juftices  might  fay  or  do  ;  and  that  he  would  hinder  his  Pro- 
tcftant fubjects  from  concurring  with  them  in  an  intended  requeft  for 
flopping  the  execution  of  his  commiflion  to  treat  with  the  rebels.     On 
the  twenty-third  of  April,  1643,  the  King  writes,  «  Ormond,  I  have 
fent  you  herewith  a  command  and  power  to  make  a  ceffation  with  the 
rebels,  which,  though  it  be  not  fo  formally  legal  as  I  could  wifh,  yet 
I  defire  you  earneftly  to  put  thofe  my  commands  in  execution  ;  and  as 
foon  as  that  is  done,  Ormond  muft  bring  over  the  Irifh  army  under 
his  command  to  Chefter."     The  King  aftually  drew  out  of  Ireland 
fome  of  the  forces  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the  Proteftants  in  that 
kingdom,    before  the  ceffation  with  the   rebels  was   concluded,    or 
the  Scots  invading  England  was  propofed  or  thought  on.     The  pro- 
mifes  he  made  the  Papifts,  in  confideration  of  their  condefcending  to 
fave  appearances  in  the  negociation  at  Oxford,  were  of  an  earlier  date 
than  the  treaty  at  Uxbridge ;  a  treaty  which  he  only  admitted  to 
pleafe  his  own  party,  and  not  from  any  imagined  neceffity  in  the 
fituation  of  his  affairs,  fmce  he  never  intended  to  come  to  any  terms 
with  the  parliament.     Immediately  before  the  Uxbridge  treaty,  the 
King  wrote  two  letters  to  the  marquis  of  Ormond  to  prefs  the  Irifh 
to  conclude  a  peace,  and  to  perfuade  them  to  fend  him  a  fpeedy  af- 
fiftance  in  England  and  Scotland :  in  the  fecond  of  thefe  he  promifes. 
That  the  penal  laws  againft  the  Papifts  fhall  not  be  put  in  execution  5 
and  that,  when  they  have  given  him  affiftance,  he  will  confent  to  a 
repeal  of  them  by  a  law.     In  a  letter  immediately  after  the  breaking 
up  of  the  treaty,  the  King  commands  the  marquis  of  Ormond  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  Irifli,  whatever  it  coft  -,  and  that  if  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  Poyning's  A6t  for  fuch  bills  as  ftiall  be  agreed  on  betweeii. 
the  lieutenant  and  the  Papifts,  and  the  prefent  taking  away  of  the 
penal  laws  againft  Papifts,  would  do  it,  he  ftiould  not  think  it  a  hard, 
bargain,  provided  they  did  freely  and  vigoroufly  engage  in  his  af- 
fiftance againft  his  rebels   of  England  and  Scotland;  for  which  no 
conditions  could  be  too  hard,  "  not  being,  the  King  faid,  againft 
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Abo.  164^.    himfelf  would  fee  the  articles  performed,  and  in  de- 
fault thereof  not  to  permit  the  army  cntrufled  to  his 

confcience  and  honor."     The  marquis  of  Ormond  meeting  with  an 
interruption  in  his  negociation,  by  the  council  of  Ireland  being  of  opi- 
nion that  the  conditions  the  rebels  ftood  on,  and  the  conditions  the  King 
was  willing  to  grant,  were  againft  both  confcience  and  honor,  his  majcfty 
gave  the  commrflion  above-related  to  the  lord  Herbert,  ftyled  in  the  faid 
commiflion  Earl  of  Glamorgan  •,  and  this  at  a  time  when,  as  himfelf  ex- 
preflcs  to  the  queen,  his  affairs  were  in  fuch  a  profperous  fituation  in 
England  that  he  ftood  a  fair  chance  for  complete  vi<5lory :  and,  in 
the  fame  funlhine  of  fortune,  the  King  wrote  to  the  queen  to  promife 
to  whom  Ihc  thought  fit,  that  he  would  take  away  all  the  penal  laws 
tgainft  the  Papifts  in  England.     On  the  urgent  call  of  necefllty,  there 
b  not  one  of  the  creatures  of  the  court  who  would  not  have  rejedted 
every  prudent  honeft  confideration,  and  violated  every  law  divine  and 
moral,  to  have  ferved  a  mafter  on  whofe  fuccefs  their  fortunes  de- 
pended ;  but  that  the  King's  condcfcenfions  to  the  Irifli  rebels  were 
on  a  different -pfmciple,  and  from  other  motives,  and  fo  imagined  by 
his  own  party,  is  evidenced  from  the  nature  of  undoubted  fads,  from 
the  teftimony  of  lord  Sunderland,  and  from  a  letter  written  by  Sir 
George  Radcliffe  to   the  lord-lieutenant;,    wherein  is   the  following 
paflage  :  "  I  muft  tell  you  the  advice  of  a  very  good  friend,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Nicholas,  who  dares  not  write  fo  himlelf :  you  will  have  many 
things  recommended  by  the  King  and  others  ;  do  not  juft  the  contrary, 
but  forbear  a  litde  till  you  have  returned  a  civil  anfwer,  and  then  do 
what  you  will ;  but  let  no  letters  put  you  from  your  own  way."     The 
King,  well  acquainted  with  the  dread  in  which  his  own  party  beheld 
the  growing  influence  of  the  Papifts,  with  the  fame  arts  of  deceit, 
carefully  concealed  from  them,  as  from  the  reft  of  his  fubjeds,  his 
inclination  towards  a  clofe  connedion,  and  his  ncgociations  with  the 
Irifh  rebels.     A  public  difpatch  he  had  made  to  Ormond,  in  which 
he  commanded  him  to  leave  things  to  the  chance  of  war,  rather  than 
to  give  his  confent  to  any  fuch  allowance  of  Popery  as  muft  evidently 
l>ring  deftrudion  on  that  profeffion,  which,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he 
faid,  he  ftiould  ever  maintain  through  all  extremities,  he  notified  to 
prince  Rupert,  with  the  following  felf-commendation  :  "  I  am  fending 
to  Ormond  fuch  a  difpatch  as,  I  am  fure,  will  pleafe  you  and  all  ho- 
jicft  men  :"  but,  in  lefs  than  three  months  after,  in  a  private  letter  to 

the 


charge  to  adventure  themfelves  in  his  majefly's  fer-Amu  164^* 
vice,  but,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft,  pafled  the 
following  declaration :  That  their  union  and  oath  of 
aflbciation  fliould  remain  firm  and  inviolable,  and  ia 
full  flrength  in  all  points  and  to  all  purpofes,  until 
the  articles  of  the  intended  peace  fhouldbe  ratified 

the  lieutenant,  he  writes,  «  I  find  by  yours  to  Digby,  that  you  are 
fomewhat  cautious  not  to  conclude  the  peace  v/ithout  at  leaft  the  con- 
currence of  the  Irifti  council,  which  if  you  could  procure,  I  confefs, 
it  would  be  fo  much  the  better  ;  and  therefore  I  have  fent  herewithal 
another  letter  to  you,  to  be  communicated  to  them,  which  takes  off 
thofe  reftridions  which  I  have  laid  formerly  upon  you  in  a  public 
letter :  but  the  Irifli  peace  is  of  flich  abfolute  neceffity,  that  no  com- 
pliments or  particular  refpeds  whatfoever  muft  hinder  it ;  wherefore 
1  abfolutely  command  you,  and  without  reply,  to  execute  the  direc- 
tions I  fent  you  the  twenty-feventh  of  February  laft,  giving  you  leave 
to  get  the  approbation  of  the  council,  fo  as,  and  no  otherwife,  that 
by  feeking  it  you  do  not  hazard  the  peace,  or  fo  much  as  an  affront, 
by  their  foolifli  refufing  to  concur  with  you ;  promifing,  upon  the 
word  of  a  King,  that,  if  God  profper  me,  you  fliall  be  fo  far  from  re- 
ceiving any  prejudice  by  doing  this  fo  neceflary  a  work,  though  alone, 
tliat  I  will  account  it  as  ont  of  the  chiefeft  of  your  great  fervices  to 
roe ;  and  accordingly  you  fliall  be  thought  upon  by,  yours,  &c." 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  to  thcfe  obfervations,  that  the 
King,  in  a  meffage  to  the  two  houfes  the  eighth  of  April  1642,  fo- 
kmnly  called  God  to  witnefs,  that  he  would   never  confent,  upon, 
what  pretence  foever,  to  a  toleration  of  the  Popifli  profeffion,  or  abo- 
lition of  the  laws  then  in  force  againft  Popifti  recufants  in  Ireland. 
And  in  a  proteftation  which  he  made  publicly,  July  164^,  before  he  • 
received  the  facrament  from  the  hands  of  archbifliop  Uftler,  he  ufed: 
the  following  words  :  "  May  I  fo  receive  comfort  by  the  bleffed  fa- 
crament as  I  do  intend  the  eftablifliment  of  the  true  reformed  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  as  it  ftood  in  its  beauty  in  the  happy  days  of  queen  i 
Elizabeth,    without   any  connivance 'of  Popery."      Cdrte's  Appendix. 
State  Letters  by  Carte.     Warner's  Hiflory  of  the  lijh  Rehellion^  p.  290, 
l^  feci.     King  Charles's  Secret  Tranfaolions  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan^  by 
Birch,  p.  278,  ^fe^.  341. 
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Bhchs^^*^'    ^^  parliament,  notwithflanding  any  proclamation  of 

Enquiry.  pCaCC  *. 

*  Previous  to  this  negociation,  there  had  been  an  attempt  made  to 
conclude  a  private  treaty  with  the  rebels.     Colonel  Fitz-Williams,  a 
fon  of  the  vilcount  Merion,  had  been  authorifed  by  the  queen  to  af- 
fure  them  of  ample  conditions  in  point  of  religion,  on  the  terms  of 
their  amilmg  the  King  with  a  body  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men, 
to  be  commanded  by  the  faid  colonel.  Of  this  commander  and  intended 
mvafion  the  lord  Jermyn,  the  queen's  favorite  and  conRant  attendant, 
writes  to  the  King's  fecretary,  the  lord  Digby,  in  the  following  terms : 
"  You  will  oblerve  part  of  his  demands  to  confift  of  a  confiderable 
body  of  horfe,  which  muft  meet  at  the  place  agreed  on  for  his  landing. 
Marquis  Newcaftle  being  here,  and  acquainted  with  this  propofition. 
and  forefeeing  the  landing  can  only  be  towards  the  North,  in  Lanca- 
Ihire,  hath  believed  he  might  not  be  an  improper  perfon  for  the  con- 
dud  of  this  body  of  horfe  to  this  conjunftion ;  and  believes  farther, 
that  the  ftage  for  it  being  among  his  friends,  he  may  ferve  ufeful  in 
it.     How  reafonable  this  is  imagined  cannot  be  determined  here,  for 
it  miiftreft  upon  the  difpofition  that  the  King's  troops  in  general 
will  be  in,  when  the  refolution  for  this  particular  Ihall  be  taken,  to 
determine  whether  marquis  Newcaftle  or  any  other  may  be  fit  for 
the  charge  of  condufting  a  body  of  horfe  to  this  conjundion  with  the 
colonel ;  in  cafe  the  King  think  fit  to  fet  forward  the  bufinefs,  and 
tliat  he  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  go  through  with  it,  the  queen  doth  ap- 
prove  of,  but  not  as  a  thing  to  be  much  relied  on,  for  it  is  a  great 
thing  that  will  remain  to  be  done  on  the  colonel's  part,  if  the  King 
ihall  be  able  on  his  to  comply  with  all  the  demands ;  which  the  queen 
believes  his  majefty  is  in  no  cftate  for,  neither  doth  fhe  think  they  are 
demanded  fo  much  in  hopes  of  having  them  performed,  as  that  the 
promife  Ihould  give  him  means  in  Ireland,  the  better  to  bring  about 
undertakings,  but  rather,  as  that  which  when  it  fhall  fail,  if  it  dif- 
^appoint  no  other  enterprize  of  the  fame  kind  more  like  to  produce  the 
cffeds  aimed  at  in  this,  which  fhe  hopes  you  will  have  a  care  of,  can 
be  of  no  inconvenience,  and  therefore  advifeth  you  to  confider  it' very 
ferioufly  ;  and  in  what  refolution  foever  fhall  be  taken,  that  there  be  a 
•fpecial  care  had  of  giving  the  perfon  of  the  colonel  all  forts  of  fatif- 
faftion,  as  a  man  fully  deferving  it,    and  zealoufly  afFecfled  to  the 
King's  fervice.     If  marquis  Newcaftle  fhould  be  thought  fit  to  have 
the  charge  of  any  troops  appointed  to  join  with  thofe  he  fhail  bring, 
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Some  time  after  the  conclufion  of  this  clandeftine  ^^^,f^'- 
bufinefs,  by  the   preffing  defire  of  the    marquis   of  En,u,ry. 

he  is  well  contented  all  ftiould  fall  under  his  command,  and  he  to 
command  under  him .  if  any  other,  he  muft  be  cho  en    as  t^th 
colonel  may  command  him  as  general-,  this  is  as  "^"^^  ^^/^^^^^^^^^^^ 
faid  to  you  of  this  matter.     Pray  do  me  the  favor  to  1^^  ^^e  colonel 
know  I  have  recommended  him  to  you,  and  ufe  him  very  kmdl> . 

Two  different  letters,  the  one  from  lord  Jermyn  to  lord  Digby 
and    the   other   in  anfwer    from    lord   Digby   to    lord   Jermyn     m 
which  were  the  following  paffages,  were  taken  at  the  battle  of  Sher- 
born  among  Digby's  papers,  and  publiftied  by  the  parliament:  «  Sir 
SeirDi|by'wLs\%efu^  of  fupplies  of  money  from  Rome, 
bmcLYudes  nothing  i  the  Irifti  troubling  all  our  tolas    until  the 
SLT  made  with  them,  I  fear  all  Catholic  help  will  be  drawn  that 
way  :  upon  this  purpofe  I  muft  tell  you  with  what  amazement  the 
ITays  of  the  peace  of  Ireland  is  confidered  here    and  you  leave  us  fo 
Sant  of  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  that  we  know  not  what  to  fay 
oM       If  yet  it  be  not  concluded,  it  is  not  likely  ^^-11^%^^;^°^^ 
who  manage  it  now  :  and  therefore  it  feems  to  me  for  fatisfadion  of 
Thofe  Tat  fo  much  prefs  it,  of  the  Irifti,  and  to  fatisfy  this  ftate,  who 
Ire  much  of  that  opinion,  and  to  fecure  our  hopes  at  Rome,  and 
taftly  to  put  that  bufinefs  into  a  pofTibility  of  being  concluded    that 
th^  proposition  long  fince  made  to  the  Kmg,  of  »^--g/J^^/-^J 
made  here  by  the  queen  and  queen-regent,  were  not  unfitly  refumed 
For  I  am  confident  the  King  by  this  means  might  have  the  peace  upon 
better  terms,  and  might  limit  the  queen  by  the  fame  inftruftions  that 
SXthat  now  treat  a°re  bound  by  ;  and  upon  this,  one  of  the  e  fruits 

would  follow,   that  either fliould  have  the  peace,  or  the  exor- 

bitancy  of  their  demands  would  be  fo  apparent  to  the  queen-ivgent, 

that  we  n.ould  have  great  advantage  by  that ,  the  only  thing  I  iear  is, 

.hat  the  King's  party  in  Ireland  might  poffibly  not  acquidce  in  fuch 

;  peace  as  would  be  fit  for  the  King  to  make,  and  then  he  wou.d  have 

the  fcandal  of  it  (for  it  will  be  a  fcandalous  one,  that  is  unavoidab.O 

without  the  benefit  of  an  aftiftance  from  Ireland^  To  conclude,  if  no- 

thine  be  done  in  Ireland,  I  think  it  moft  necefTary  that  the  oflTers  of 

treating  be  withdrawn  from  thence,  and  that  the  queen  may  be  trufted 

to  tre^t  and  conclude  with  the  queen-regent  here,  and  with  fuch  as 

the  Catholics  of  Ireland  fliall  appoint." 

H  k  *'  The 

Vol.  IV.  "  ^ 
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Aan.  1646.  Ormond,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  lord  Mufkerrv, 
flrongly  iniinuated  that  he  would  join  in  the  per- 
formance of  all  which  fhould  be  undertaken  by  the 
lord  Herbert  *,  a  Iham  treaty,  in  the  conducing  of 

*'  The  bufiflefs  of  Ireland  hath  hung  long  in  fufpence,  although 
the  King  hath  long  fince  given  my  lord  of  Ormond  power  to  conclude 
peace  there,  upon  the  very  iitmoft  conceflion  that  can  poflibly  be 
yielded  unto,  without  caufing  a  revolt,  not  only  of  all  his  party  here, 
but  alfo  fuch  a  one  of  his  army,  and  all  his  Proteftant  fubjeds  there,, 
as  would  make  it  impoffible  for  the  Irifli  to  afford  us  any  aids,  they 
would  have  fo  much  to  do  within  themfelves  againfl:  thofe  that  would 
not  fubmit  to  peace  upon  fuch  terms :  The  truth  of  it  is,  the  Irifli 
have  proceeded  hitherto  as  if  they  had  no  good  intention,  having  not 
been  contented  with  the  offers  of  more  than  their  agents  did  profefs 
to  expe6l  j  and  infifted  upon  thofe  demands,  the  granting  of  which 
they  could  not  but  fee  would  be  abfolutely  deftruflive  to  his  majefty,. 
that  is,  the  granting  unto  them  the  Proteftants  churches  in  fuch  pa- 
•  riffles  where  the  number  of  the  Catholics  was  greater,  that  is  (in 
eflfcft)  all  through  Ireland.  And  whereas  you  write.  That  perhaps 
my  lord  of  Ormond  is  not  the  fit  perfon  to  conclude  that  bufinefs» 
but  that  the  management  of  it  ftiould  be  remitted  to  the  queen,  I  am 
much  afraid  that  the  expectation  of  that  in  the  Irifli  hath  much  re- 
tarded the  hoped-for  iflfue  of  the  treaty  ;  but  God  be  thanked  we 
received  men  :  now  the  certain  news  that  the  peace  there  is  concluded, 
and  that  an  exprefs  from  my  lord  of  Ormond  is  upon  his  way  from 
Chefter,  with  all  the  particulars,  the  utmofl:  extent  of  my  lord  of 
Ormond's  power  to  grant,  was  the  fufpcnfion  of  Poyning*s  Adl  as  to 
the  pafling  of  fuch  bills  as  fiiould  be  firft  agreed  on  -,  the  repeal  of  the 
penal  laws  •,  and  the  allowmg  the  Papifl:s  fome  chapels  in  private 
places  for  the  exercife  of  their  religion  :  but  you  may  not  take  notice 
that  he  had  fo  large  a  power,  for  happily  he  may  have  obtained  a 
peace  upon  a  better  bargain."     Hufbands's  Colle^iorts,  fol.  ed.  p.  852, 

^M'  P-  858,  ^M' 

•  He  wrote  to  the  k>rd  Muflcerry,  That  he  knew  no  fubjed  in 
England  upon  whofe  favor  and  authority  with  his  majeft:y  he  could 
better  rely  than  upon  lord  Glamorgan's,  nor  any  perfon  whom  he 
(Ormond)  would  more  endeavor  to  ferve  in  thofe  things  which  that 
lord  fliould  undertake  for  the  fervicc  of  his.  majefty,  or  with  whom  he 

would 
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which  few  difficulties  were  flarted  on  either  fide,  was  Ann.  i64<s. 
renewed  at  Dublin.  On  a  propofal  of  the  marquis  of 
Ormond  it  was  agreed,  That  what  farther  graces  the 
confederates  had  to  afk,  in  point  of  religion,  fhould 
be  referred  to  his  majefty's  pleafure  ;  and  a  propofi- 
tion  of  the  rebels,  that  noclaufe  in  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  fhould  be  conftrued  to  hinder  the  benefit  of  his 
majefty's  conceffions,  was  admitted. — ^The  whole  bm- 
finefs  was  on  the  point  of  conclufion,  when  it  met 
with  an  interruption  by  a  very  unexpedted  accident. 
In  an  attempt  which  the  rebels  had  made  on  the 
town  of  Sligo,  at  the  end  of  Odober  in  the  year  i  645, 

would  fooner  agree  for  the  benefit  of  the  kingdom.  This  letter  was 
delivered  by  tte  confederate  Papifts  to  Rinnucini,  the  Pope's  nuncio, 
as  a  proof  that  the  lord-lieutenant  would  fupport  the  agreement  which 
had  been  made,  or  any  which  (hould  be  made  with  the  earl  of  Gla- 
morgan. The  marquis  of  Ormond,  in  a  letter  of  an  after-date,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  earl  of  Glamorgan,  profefled.  That  though  he  did  not 
underftand  what  his  lordfhip's  authorities  from  his  majefty  were,  or 
what  ways  the  earl  meant  to  take  to  ferve  him,  and  therefore  could 
give  no  judgment  of  either,  yet  he  was  fo  great  a  reverencer  of  the 
King's  authority,  and  fo  defirous  to  advance  his  fervice,  that  if  his 
lordftiip  would  let  him  fee  the  one,  and  inftrudb  him  in  the  ways  of 
the  other,  he  fhould  find  from  him  ready  obedience  to  his  majefty's 
power,  and  no  difturbance  to  what  he  (hould  find  done  for  his  fervice. 
Ormond's  motive  for  his  ready,  paflive,  and  aftive  obedience,  on  this 
extraordinary  occafion,  is  given  in  a  kind  of  confeflion  which  he 
makes  in  a  letter  of  a  preceding  date  to  the  fame  individual,  Glamor- 
<?an  -,  viz.  "  My  lord,  my  affe(5lions  and  intereft  arc  fo  tied  to  his 
majefty's  caufe,  that  it  were  madnefs  in  me  to  difguft  any  man  who 
hath  power  and  inclination  to  relieve  him  in  the  fad  condition  he  is 
in ;  and  therefore  your  lordftiip  may  fecurely  go  on  in  the  way  you 
have  propofed  to  yourfelf  to  ferve  the  King,  without  fear  of  inter- 
ruption from  me,  or  fo  much  as  enquiring  into  the  means  you  work 
by."     JVtirner^  vol.  I.  p.  349-     ^^^^^^  P-  »^i>   258. 
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Ann.  1646.    they  vtrerc  repul fed,  and  their  commander,  the  titular 
archbilhop  of  Tuam,  was  killed.    In  this  prelate's  bag- 
gage was  found  a  copy  of  the  private  treaty  which 
had  been  concluded  between  the  King  and  the  rebels  : 
This  was  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  Englifli  par- 
liament ;  and  the  whole   tranfa<fi:ion  tliiis    becoming 
public,  both   in  England  and   Ireland,  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant and  council  found  it  abfolutely  neceflarj^  to  do 
fomething  to  vindicate  the  King's   honor.      The  lord 
•Digby,  who  was  by  this    time   arrived  at  Dublin  *, 
came   to    the   council-board  -,    and    after   vehemently 
declaiming  againft    the  private  treaty,  and  afluring; 
the    board  that   he    was    confident  the    King,  vb   re- 
deem his  crown,  his  life,  and  the  lives  of  his  tjireeiii 
and  children,  would  not    grant   to  the  •con federates- 
the  leaft  part  of  conceflions  fo  defti*uclive  to  his  rega-^ 
lity   and  his  religion,  he  charged  the  lord  Herbert 
with  a  fufpicion  of  high-treafon  f*     The  lord  Herbert 

*  After  his  defeat  at  Shcrborn. 

-f-  The  lord  Digby,  in  a  long  letter  to  fccrctary  Nicholas,  apolo- 
-gizcd  in  the  following  manner  for  the  ncceflity  of  this  meafure  :  That 
it'  the  conditions  of  peace  granted  to  the  Irifh  by  the  earl  of  Glamor- 
gan were  once  publilhed,  and  that  they  (hould  be  believed  to  be  done 
by  his  majefty's  authority,  they  would  have  no  lefs  fatal  an  efFc<fb  than 
to  make  all  men  fo  believing  conclude  all  the  former  fcandals  caft  on» 
'his  majefty,  of  the  inciting  the  Iriih  rebellion,  to  be  true  -,  that  he 
was  a  Papift,  and  dcfigned  to  introduce  Popery  by  ways   the  moft 
unkingly  and  perfidious ;  and  confcquently  that   there  would  be  a 
general  revolt  from  him  of  all  good  Proteftants  with  whom  fuch  an 
opinion  did  take  place.     "  Now  farther,  obferved  the  lord  Digby, 
when  we  confidered  the  circumftances  convincing  the  truth  of  this 
tranfa^ion  on  my  lord  of  Glamorgan*s  part,  and  how  impoffible  al- 
moft  it  was  for  any  man  to  be  fo  mad  as  to  enter  into  fiich  an  agree- 
ment without  powers  from  his  majefty,  and  there  being  fome  kind  of 

a  formal. 
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was  immediately   committed;  but  the  next  day  was  Ann.i6+6. 
enlarged  from  clofe  imprifonment ;  and  foon   after, 

a  formal  authority  vouched  in  the  articles  themfelves,  we   did  alfo 
conclude,  that  probably  the  greateft  part  of  the  world,  who  had  no 
01  her  knowledge  of  his  majefty  than  by  outward  appearances,  would 
bt  iieve  this  true,  and  do  according  to  that  belief,  unlefs  his  majefty 
were  fuddenly  and  eminently  vindicated  by  thofe  who  might  juftly 
pretend  to  know  him  beft.     Upon  diis  ground  it  was  alfo  concluded 
hy  us,  that  lefs  than  an  arreft  of  the  earl  of  Glamorgan,  upon  fufpi- 
cion of  high-treafon,  could  not  be  a  vindication  of  his  majefty  emi- 
nent or  loud  enough  -,  and  that  this  part  could  not  properly  nor  effec- 
tually be  performed  by  any  other  perfon  than  myfclf,  both  in  regard 
of  my  place  and  trufts  near  his  majefty,  &c.     This  being  our  unani- 
tnous  judgment  of  what  wii  fit  to  be  done,  and  by  whom,  the  only 
qucrtion  then  remaining  w»  to  the  point  of  fia>e;  in  which  we  were 
alfo  of  opinion,  that  if  it  wardcfcffca  liM  th«  bofincfs,  j^rowingpub. 
lie  otherwiic,  ftiould  begin  to  work  its  mifchief,  Kn  m»jci>y*i  viftdi- 
ctttion  would  lolc  much  of  its  foeoe,  u»d  be  «hongh«  rather  »ppl»evl  «o 
the  notoriety  than  the  impkty  0^  the  tiling,  ard  nrthcf  to  the  pcrni- 
ciou^  cffcaji  than  to  the  dctdUble  ciufc  itfclf.     Nocwithftanding,  |: 
fnuft  conkii  to  you,  that  tlw  oonGdcntion  of  firuftrating  the  luppUci 
of  thftc  ihourand  rt^n,  whxh  ticre  fo  confkkncly  tflftrmed  10  be  in 
readincfi  for  the  rtlxt  of  Chrrtcr,  tn  c«fo  the  coodiiion  of  that  pUcc 
could  fwi  bear  the  delay  which  this  might  ofcafxin^  wrought  in  ui  % 
ven-  greJrt  fufprnfioo  of  judgment^  whether  the  pfocccdings  ag^oA  oiy 
lord  of  GfcMi>orgin  (hoold  not  be  for  bom  tiU  that  (o  nc<endry  x  fopply 
were  icm  away :  but  the  cafe  being  more  ftriftly  exanvined,  we  fowid, 
firft,  that  by  tlic  carl  of  GUmo(rgui'$  oath,  ibc  forcei  were  not  10  be 
h*urdcd  til^hii  maijcily'*  perfomiuKc  of  the  faxl  e*f l*i  o»dition>  1 
and»  Jorondly,  lh»t  the  fuppiy  was  never  imcndcd  by  my  lord  of 
GUmorgan  tnd  the  Irifl*  till  the  articles  of  peace  yf<tt  o»fcn«rd  to, 
whkh  the  k)rd  lieocer-ant  durft  io  no  wile  do  without  1  pecceding 
vimk^iion  of  the  King^  honor,  fince  ihi*  tranf^ftion  of  my  lord  of 
GlamoTgaa'a  was  known  unto  hin\,  and  known  t.>  be  known  urito 
hiai  bN'  thole  who  wantcil  neither  art  noc  rtxxWrc  to  make  ufe  of  it , 
fo  that  the  ncceffjiry  focbcarance  to  concluik  the  trctri'  fruftrati.-^ 
ts  mtxh  the  relief  of  Chrftcr,  ai  the  fodden  and  vlgormis  proceecfii^ 
aiwin''^  mv  l«;<d  of  Glamcnun  cmild  do,  our  lefolwicr^  did  \n  the 
^     "  "  end. 
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Ana.  1646.    on  the  reprefentation  of  the  general  aflcmbly,  That 
.neither  an  intended  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Chcfter, 

rnd  determine  upon  that  courfe :  when  at  the  inftant,  to  remove  all 
objedions,  information  was  brought  us,  that  the  thing  was  already- 
public  throughout   the  town,    and   began  to  work  fuch  dangerous 
cffecls  as  in  truth  I  do  not  believe  that  my  lord-lieutenant,  or  any  of 
the  King's  faithful  fervants,  could  have  been  fafc  in  the  delay  of  this 
his  majefty*s  and  their  vindication,  which  has  now  been  fo  feafonably 
applied  as  that  it  hath  wrought  here  not  only  a  general  fatisfadion  in 
•ail  moderate  men,  but  even  fuch  a  converfion  in  many  lefs  well  in- 
clined, that  whereas  before  a  peace  with  the  Irifli,  even  by  thofe  un- 
avoidable conditions  upon  which  my  lord -lieutenant  mull  needs  within 
a  few  days  have  concluded  it,  would  hardly  have  been  publifhed  in 
this  place  without  very  much  danger,  mens  minds  are  fo  fecured  and 
fettled  by  this  proceeding  as  that  I  believe  the  peace  now  would  be 
embraced  upon  thefe,  and  perhaps  upon  harder  terms,  without  much 
mutiny  or  repining.     This  being  fo,  our  chief  remaining  fear  is,  left 
.what  hath  been  done  againft  my  lord  of  Glamorgan  (hould  fo  far 
.  *incenfe  the  Irifh  as  to  drive  them  to  fudden  extremes,  things  here  on 
his  majefty*s  part  being  in  fo  ill  a  condition  to  enter  again  upon  a  war : 
unto  this  danger  the  bcft  preventatives  wc  could  think  of  are  applied  ; 
this  inclofed  letter  written  to  my  lord  of  Mufkerry  by  my  lord-lieutenant, 
apt  perfons  employed  to  Kilkenny  to  acquaint  them  with  the  rcalbns 
and  neccflliics  of  this  proceeding,  and  laftly  the  articles  of  peace  fent 
unto  them  with  my  lord-lieutenant's  aflcnt,  in  the  very  terms  propofed 
and  acquiefced  in  by  themfelves  in  the  lall  refults  of  this  long  treaty." 

This  letter,  containing  the  narrative  of  the  lord  Digby's  proceed- 
ing againft  Glamorgan,  with  feveral  letters  from  the  earl  of  Glamor- 
gan, in  particular  one  to  the  King,  dated  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
1045-^,  fell  into  the  parliament's  hands  by  the  accident  of  one  of  the 
King's  Ihips  coming  into  Padftow  in  Cornwall,  on  a  fuppofition  they 
fliould  be  well  received,  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  people  of  the 
town,  with  the  afliftance  of  fome  of  the  parliament's  dragoons,  boarded 
her,  and  put  moft  of  the  men  to  the  fword.  The  packet  of  letters 
was  flung  overboard,  but  being  found  floating  on  the  waters,  was  carried 
to  general  Fairfax  •,  and  when  it  was  fhewn  to  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try, who  were  fummoned  for  the  purpofe  on  Bodmyn-Downs,  it  made 
lb  great  an  impreffion  on  them,  that  the  greater  number  cxprefled 
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nor  the  treaty  of  peace,  could  go  on  during  his  con-  Ann.  1646. 
finement,  he  was  admitted  to  bail  *. 

much  willingnefs  to  affift  in  the  blocking  up  the  paffages  and  ways, 
to  prevent  the  royal  cavalry  from  breaking  through.  Three  letters 
of  confequence,  one  of  which  was  to  the  prince  and  another  to  Sir 
Edward  Hyde,  which  the  captain,  an  Irifti  Papift,  confefled  he  was 
charged  to  deliver,  and  had  from  the  hands  of  the  earl  of  Glamorgan, 
were  loft.  Thofe  which  came  to  the  hands  of  the  parliament  were 
publilhed,  under  the  title  of  «  The  Earl  of  Glamorgan's  Negociationi? 
and  Colorable  Commitment  in  Ireland  demonftrated  -,  or,  the  Infh 
Plot  for  bringing  in  Ten  Thoufand  Men  and  Arms  into  England, 
where  Three  Hundred  are  to  be  for  Prince  Charles's  Life-Guard,  &c.". 
Bircb,  p.  98,  ^feq, 

♦  The  King,  in  a  declaration  to  the  parliament,  folemnly  protcfted. 
That  the  commiffion  he  had  given  to  the  earl  of  Glamorgan  was  to  the 
purpofe  only  of  raifmg  forces  in  the  kingdom  of  England  for  his  fer- 
vice  •  that  he  had  no  commiffion  to  treat  of  any  other  matters,  without 
the  privity  and  direftions  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  much  lefs  to  capitu- 
late any  thing  concerning  religion,  or  any  property  belonging  either 
to  church  or  laity  :  It  clearly  appeared,  he  faid,  by  the  lord-heute- 
nant's  proceedings  with  the  earl,  that  he  had  no  notice  of  what  he 
had  treated,  or  pretended  to  have  capitulated  with  the  Irifh,  until  by 
accident  it  came  to  his  knowledge.     His  majefty  farther  protefted. 
That,  until  fuch  time  as  he  had  advertifement  that  the  perfon  of  thc^ 
faid  earl  of  Glamorgan  was  arrefted  and  reftrained,  he  never  heard  or 
had  any  notice  that  the  faid  earl  had  entered  into  any  kind  of  treaty  or 
capitulation  with  thofe  Irifti  commiffioners,  much   lefs  that  he  had 
concluded  or  figned  thofe  articles  fo  deftruclive  both  to  church  and 
ftate    and  fo  repugnant  to  his  majefty's  public  profeffions  and  known 
refolutions      "  And,  for  the  farther  vindication  of  his  majefty's  honor 
and  intereft  herein,  fays  the  declaration,  he  doth  declare.  That  he  is 
fo  far  from  confidering  any  thing  contained  in  thofe  papers  and  writ- 
Ln-s  framed  by  the  faid  earl,  and  thofe  commiffioners  with  whom  he 
treated    as  he  doth  abfolutcly  difavow  him  therein ;  and  hath  giveii 
commandment  to  the  lord-lieutenant  and  the  council  there  to  proceed 
againft  the  faid  earl  as  one  who,  either  out  of  falfeneft,  prefumption 
or  folly,  hath  fo  hazarded  the  blemiOiing  his  majefty's  reputation  witli: 
bis  aood  fubjeas,  and  fo  impertinently  framed  ihofe  articles  of  hi<i 
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Ann.  1646.         Popery  in  Ireland  was  at  this  time  too  profperous 
not  to  command  the  attention  of  the  court  of  Rome. 


own  head,  without  the  confent,  privity,  or  diredions  of  his  majefty 
or  the  laid  lieutenant,  or  any  of  his  majefty*s  council  there.  But  true 
it  is,  that,  for  the  neceffary  prefervation  of  his  majefty's  Proteftant 
fubjects  in  Ireland,  whofe  cafe  was  daily  reprefented  to  him  to  be  fo 
dcfperate,  he  had  given  leave  to  the  lord-lieutenant  to  treat  and  con- 
clude fuch  a  peace  there  as  might  be  for  the  fafcty  of  that  crown,  the 
-prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  no  way  derogatory  to  his 
'Own  honor  and  public  profefllons." — The  King,  in  a  letter  to  the 
lord-lieutenant  and  council  of  Ireland,  recolleded,  That  it  was  pof- 
fible  he  might  have  thought  fit  to  have  given  unto  the  earl  of  Gla- 
morgan fuch  a  credential  as  might  give  him  credit  with  the  Roman- 
Catholics,  in  cafe  the  lieutenant  fhould  find  occafion  to  make  ufe  of 
him,  cither  as  a  farther  affurance  unto  them  of  what  he  fhould  pri- 
vately promife,  or  in  cafe  he  fhould  judge  it  ncceflary  to  manage  thofe 
matters  for  their  greater  confidence  apart  by  the  earl  of  Glamorgan, 
of  whom,  in  regard  to  their  religion  and  interefts,  the  Papifts  might 
be  Icfs  jealous.  "  This  is  all,  writes  the  King,  and  the  very  bottom 
of  what  we  might  hav  e  poflibly  intrufted  to  the  faid  earl  of  Glamor- 
gan in  this  affair,  which,  as  things  then  ftood,  might  have  been  very 
ufeful  to  our  fervice  in  accelerating  the  peace,  and  whereof  there  was 
fo  much  need,  as  well  for  tlie  prefervation  of  our  Proteftant  fubjedls 
there,  as  for  haftening  thole  neceffary  aids  which  we  were  to  expeft 
from  thence,  had  we  had  the  luck  to  employ  a  wifer  man.  But  the 
truth  is,  being  very  confident  of  his  affedions  and  obedience,  we 
had  not  much  regard  to  his  abilities,  fince  he  was  bound  up  by  our 
pofitive  commands  from  doing  any  thing  but  what  you  fhould  parti- 
cularly and  prccifcly  dired  him  to,  both  in  the  matter  and  manner  of 
his  negociation." 

The  confederate  Papifts  were  ftruck  with  aftonifhment  and  confter- 
nation  when  they  were  informed  of  the  King's  meffage,  difowning  the 
carl  of  Glamorgan's  treaty  -,  but  this  nobleman  found  means  to  re- 
cncourage  them  by  a.i  affurance,  that  part  of  the  King's  inftrudions 
were.  That  if  by  any  unfortunate  accident  he  fhould  be  involved  in 
councils  in  appearance  contrary  to  the  powers  given  to  the  earl  of 
Glamorgan,  the  earl  ftiould  make  no  other  account  of  them,  but  by 
T)uttinglumfelf  in  a  condition  to  help  his  majefty,  and  fet  him  free. 
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John  Baptifla   Rinnucini,  archbifhop  of  Fermo,  fur-  Ano.  1646. 
nilhed  with  inflrui5lions  to  reduce  the  Irifli,  if  not  to 


f  I 


The  King,  in  the  letter  which  he  had  written  to  the  lord-lieutenant 
and  council  of  Ireland,  had  ordered.  That  the  charge  againft  the  earl 
of  Glamorgan  fhould  be  diligently  and  thoroughly  profecuted ;  yet, 
in  a  private  letter  to  the  lieutenant  by  the  fame  difpatch,  he  told  him. 
That  though  he  had  toojuft  caufe,  for  the  clearing  his  honor,  to  com- 
mand as  he  had  done  the  profecuting  Glamorgan  in  a  legal  way,  yet 
he  would  have  him  fufpend  the  execution  of  any  fentence  againft  the 
earl  until  he  (the  King)  was  informed  fully  of  all  the  proceedings. 
Three  days  after  the  date  of  this  difpatch,  a  letter  of  the  oftenfible 
kind,  which  was  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond 
and  the  lord  Digby,  was  written  by  the  King  to  the  earl.  In  this  letter 
arc  the  following  cxpreffions :  "  I  have  commanded  as  much  favor  to 
be  fhewn  you  as  may  pofTibly  ftand  with  my  fervice  or  fafety ;  and  if 
you  will  yet  truft  my  advice,  which  I  have  commanded  Digby  to  give 
you  freely,  I  will  bring  you  fo  ofl^  that  you  may  be  ftill  ufeful  to  me, 
and  I  fhall  be  able  to  recompence  you  for  your  affedion  i  if  not,  I 
cannot  tell  what  to  fay  :  but  I  will  not  doubt  your  compliance  in  this, 
fince  it  fo  highly  concerns  the  good  of  all  my  crowns,  my  own  parti- 
cular, and  to  make  me  ftill  have  means  to  fhew  myfelf  your  moft  af- 
fured  friend."  In  a  letter  which  the  King  fent  to  the  earl  about  the 
time  of  his  enlargement,  by  a  trufty  Papift,  Sir  John  Winter,  he 
writes,  "  I  am  confident  that  this  honeft  bearer  will  give  you  good 
fatisfadion  why  I  have  not  in  all  things  done  as  you  defired ;  the  want 
of  confidence  in  you  being  fo  far  from  being  the  caufe  thereof,  that  I 
am  every  day  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  truft  that  I  have  of 
you  :  for  believe  me,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  to  make  you  fuffer 
in  my  opinion  by  ill  offices.  But  of  this  and  divers  other  things  I 
have  given  Sir  John  Winter  fo  full  inftrudions,  that  I  will  fay  no 
more,  but  that  I  am  your  affured  conftant  friend."  In  two  letters, 
the  one  dated  the  fifth  and  the  other  the  fixth  of  April  1 646,  the  ex- 
prefTions  are  as  follow :  "  Glamorgan,  I  have  no  time,  nor  do  you 
exped  that  I  fhall  make  unnecefTary  repetitions  to  you ;  wherefore, 
referring  you  to  Digby  for  bufinefs,  this  is  only  to  give  you  affurance 
of  my  conftant  friendfhip  to  you,  which,  confidering  the  general  de- 
fedion  of  common  honefty,  is  in  a  fort  requifite :  howbeit,  I  know 
you  cannot  but  be  confident  of  my  making  good  all  inftrudions  and 
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Ann.  1646.    be  tributary  as  they  had  heretofore  been,  at  lead  ta 
be  fubje(5t   in  fpiritual  matters   to  the   papal  power^ 

promifes  to  you  and  the  nuncio.     Your  moft  aflured  conftant  friend. 

Herbert,  as  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  too  much  courage  to  be 

difmayed  or  difcouragcd  at  the  ufage  you  have  had,  fo  I  allure  you, 
that  my  ellimation  of  you  is  nothing  diminifbed  by  it,  but  rather  be- 
gets in  me  a  defire  of  revenge  and  reparation  to  us  both  ;  but  in  this 
I  hold  myfelf  equally  intcrefted  with  you  -,  wherefore,  not  doubting 
of  your  accuftomed  care  and  induftry  in  my  fervice,  I  alfure  you  of 
the  continuance  of  my  favor  and  proteiflion  10  ydi ;  and  that  in 
deeds  more  than  in  words  I  will  (hew  myfelf  to  be  your  moft  affured 
conftant  friend.'*  When  the  King  was  at  Newcaftlc,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Scots,  he  found  means  to  fend  the  following  difpatch,  dated  July 
20,  1646,  to  his  friend  Glamorgan  :  "  Glamorgan,  I  am  not  fo 
ftriftly  guarded  but  that,  if  you  fend  to  me  a  prudent  and  fecrct  per- 
ibn,  I  can  receive  a  letter,  and  you  may  fignify  to  me  your  mind,  I 
having  always  loved  your  pcrfon  and  converfation,  which  I  ardcntl)!! 
wifh  for  at  prefcnt  more  than  ever,  if  it  could  be  had  without  prejur 
dice  to  you,  whofe  lafcty  is  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own.  If  you  can 
raifc  a  large  fum  of  money  by  pawning  my  kingdoms  for  that  purpofr, 
I  am  content  you  fhould  do  it  •,  and  if  I  recover  them,  I  will  fully 
repay  that  money  :  and  tell  the  nuncio,  that  if  once  I  can  come  into 
his  and  your  hands,  which  ought  extremely  to  be  wifhed  for  by  you 
both,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  England  as  Ireland,  fince  all  the  reft  as 
I  fee  defpife  me,  I  will  do  it :  and  if  I  do  not  fay  this  from  my  heart, 
or  if  in  any  future  time  I  fail  you  in  this,  may  God  never  reftore  me 
to  my  kingiloms  in  this  world,  nor  give  me  eternal  happinefs  in  the 
next  i  to  which  I  hope  this  tribulation  will  conduft  me  at  laft,  after  I 
have  fatisfied  my  obligations  to  my  friends,  to  none  of  whom  I  am 
lb  much  obliged  as  to  yourfclf,  whofe  merits  towards  me  exceed  all 
exprefllons  which  can  be  ufed  by  your  conftant  friend." 

After  the  forgeries  fo  dcftrudivc  to  the  King's  reputation  which 
have  been  charged  by  himfelf  and  friends  on  the  earl  of  Glamorgan, 
after  the  King's  proteftations  to  the  Englifti  parliament,  and  his  pro- 
feflions  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  thefe  excufes  for  an  undeferved  treat- 
ment, and  tcftimonies  of  continued  friendlhip  and  confidence,  are 
fuch  undeniable  proofs  of  a  (hameful  want  of  integrity  in  his  charader, 
that  we  muft  avow  our  furprize  to  find  ingenious  writers  facrificing 

their 


was  fent  in   the   charatfter  of  Pope's  nuncio   to  aflift  Ann.  1646* 
the  councils  of  the  confederates.     He  arrived  in  Ire- 

their  own  reputation  to  the  vain  attempt  of  removing  clear  convidbion 
from  the  minds  of  men. 

It  is  remarkable  that  though  the  King,  in  the  above-mentioned 
declaration,  terms  his  commiffioner  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  yet  Nicholas 
(his  fecretary)  writes  word  to  the  lord-lieutenant.  That  the  King  had 
commanded  him  to  advertife  his  lordfliip,  that  the  patent  for  making 
the  faid  lord  Herbert  of  Ragland  earl  of  Glamorgan  was  not  paffed  the 
great-feal :  *'  So,  adds  the  fecretary,  he  is  no  peer  of  this  kingdom, 
notwithftanding  he  ftiles  himfelf  and  hath  treated  with  the  rebels  in 
Ireland  by  the  name  of  earl  of  Glamorgan,  which  is  as  vainly  taken 
upon  him  as  his  pretended  warrant,  if  any  fuch  be,  was  furreptitioufly 
gotten ;  and  I  am  fure  tha^  honor  cannot  be  conferred  upon  him 
under  the  fignet  as  firmly  as  under  the  great-feal  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes,  as  his  lordlhip*s  pretended  warrant  and  power  are  alleged 
to  be,  though  there  be  no  fignet  to  it."     The  King's  fervant,  Endymion 
Porter,  put  the  great-feal  to  the  patent  creating  the  lord  Herbert  earl  of 
Glamorgan  •,  and  in  the  patent  creating  the  faid  earl  duke  of  Somerfet, 
the  great-feal  was  privately  put  by  the  King  himfelf,  which  gave  an  op- 
portunity to  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  to  argue  againft  the  genuinenefs  of 
all  the  commilfions  and  patents,  as  being  ilfued  without  their  counter- 
figning  and  intervention.     Dr.  Birch  obferves.  That,  excepting  the  cafe 
of  his  majefty's  difowning  the  earl  of  Glamorgan's  treaty  with  the  Irifti, 
tjpon  the  inconvenient  publication  of  that  treaty  by  an  unforefeen 
accident,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  ever  cenfured  or  complained 
©f  by  the  court  for  abufing  his  majefty's  authority ;  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, after  he  had  left  Ireland  and  went  to  Paris  in  April  1648,  in. 
order  to  procure  the  poft  of  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  from  the  queen, 
he  was  well  received  there  by  prince  Rupert,  the  marquis  of  Ormond, 
and  lord  Digby,  as  well  as  by  her  majefty ;  to  whom  his  lordftiip 
having  delivered  the  nuncio's  letter,  (he  publicly  thanked  him  for 
the  great  pains  and  expences  which  he  had  been  at  for  the  King's  and 
her  fervice :  "  And  it  is  very  obfervable,  fays  the  fanie  writer,  that 
the  lord  Digby  himfelf,  who  had  charged  the  earl  in  fo  vehement  a 
manner  on  the  fufpicion  of  high-treafon  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Sep- 
tember 1 645,  in  a  letter  to  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  dated  from  Wa- 
tcrford,  April  7,  1646,  a  little  above  three  months  after,  Ipeaks  of 
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Ann.  1646.  land  immediately  after  the  eonclufion  of  the  private 
treaty  between  the  King  and  the  rebels  ;  and,  in  his 
firfl  audience  of  the  fupreme  council,  was  compli- 
mented with  an  aflurance  that  the  confederates  would 
take  no  Hep  in  religious  mauers  without  his  advice 
and  concurrence  *►. 


Cart*. 


RiNNuciNi  had,  to  an  cxcefs,  every  fpecies  of  vice 
and  weaknefs  which  more  particularly  difgrace  the 
priefthood:  he  was  bigotted,  vain,  and  fuperftitious, 
fiery  in  his  temper,  boundlefs  in  his  ambition,  and: 
tranfported  with  all  the  diabolical  paflions  which  pro- 
ceed from  an  high  degree  of  fpiritual  pride.  He 
had  prediifled,  it  feems,  that  he  was  deftined  by  Pro- 
vidence to  be  the  inftrument  of  the  converiion  of  the 


I! 


him  in  a  very  different  ftile  -,  viz.  '*  Here  at  Waterford  I  have  met 
with  my  lord  of  Glamorgan,  whom  I  find,  as  he  has  reafon,  a  very 
fad  man,  and  withal  highly  incenied  by  foijie  about  him  againit  me  ^ 
but  for  this  latter  part,  I  believe  his  good  nature  and  the  reafons 
which  I  have  given  him  have  well  fettled  him  in  a  good  meafure  of 
kindnefs,  which  my  lord  of  Mufkerry  and  the  reft  did  think  very  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  carrying  on  of  bufinefs  unanimoufly."  Warner's  Hiftory 
tf  the  Irijb  Rebellion,  p.  358,  ^  feq.  373,  i^  feq.  388.  King  Charles's 
Secret  Negociations  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan^  by  Dr,  Birch ,  p.  ii8, 
fcfy^f.  338.     StcJt  Papers  by  Carte; 

•  The  nuncio,  in  his  way  to  Ireland,  had  received  a  letter  from: 
the  earl  of  Glamorgan,  which  aflured  him,.  That,  in  his  whole  nego^ 
ciation  between  the  King  and  the  Irifh,  he  (the  earl)  was  refolved 
to  proceed  in  concert  with  the  nuncio,  whofe  arrival  he  expedted  with 
the  utmoft  impatience.  The  fupreme  council  of  the  Irifh  rebels 
likewife  fent  him  a  paper,  in  which  they  ftrongly  invited  him  to  Ire- 
land, and  reprcfented  the  terms  which  they  promifed  him  to  infift  on 
fpt  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  religion.    Birch,  p.  55,  (^feq,  ., 
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fnhabitants  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Popifh  faith  *  ;  Ann.  1646 
and  it  was  this  predi<51:ion,  together  with  an  opinion 
of  his  abilities,  which  induced  the  Roman  pontiff  to 
employ  him  on  this  important  occafion.  The  fu-  King 
preme  council  flrongly  reprefented  to  him,  That  the  ^eg 
King,  before  he  was  fupported  by  a  Popifli  army,  ^«^,;J„*^^^' 
could  not,  confiftently  with  his  own  fafety  or  the|an,^by 
fafety  of  the  confederate  Papifts,  avow  and  publifh 
in  their  full  extent  the  conceflions  he  had  granted  ; 
that  on  fuch  a  ftep,  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that 
all  the  Proteftants,  or  at  leaft  the  principal  part  of 
them,  would  abandon  him,  go  over  to  the  parlia- 
ment, and,  having  made  peace  at  home,  would  cafily 
deftroy  both  his  majefly  and  the  Papifts — ^The  efta- 
blifhing  Popery  in  Ireland  was  too  confined  an  obje<5t 
for  Rinnucini's  zeal:  neither,  therefore,  the  critical 
fituation  of  affairs,  the  arguments  of  the  confederates, 
the  King's  infamous  flattery,  who  addreffed  one  letter 
to  the  Pope  and  another  to  the  nuncio  t>  t^ot  the  inr 

♦  In  a  book  he  had  publilhed  of  the  wonderful  converfion  of  fa^ 
ther  Archange  Lefly,  a  Capuchin  friar,  and  his  mifllonary  funftion*. 
in  England  and  Scotland.     Carte's  Life  of  Ormonde  vol.  I.  p.  559. 


cc 


Sir,. 


f  The  King's  Letter  to  the  Nuncio- 


"  Hearing  of  your  refolution  for  Ireland,  we  do  not  doubt  bur. 
things  will  go  well,  and  that  the  good  intentions  began  by  means  of 
the  laft  Pope  will  be  accomplifhed  by  the  prefent,  by  your  means,  iiv 
our  kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  England,  you  joining  with  our  dear 
coufmthe  earl  of  Glamorgan,  with  whom  whatfoever  you  fhall  re- 
folve  we  (hall  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  perform  it  at  hia  return. 
His  great  merits  oblige  us  to  this  confidence,  which  we  rcpofe  in  him' 
above  all,  having  known  him  above  twenty  years,  during  which  time- 
he  hath  always  fignally  advanced  himfelf  in  our  good  efteem,  and  by: 
all  kind  of  means  carried  the  praife  above  all  our  fubjeds.    This 
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Aao.  1646.  treaties  of  his  commiflioner,  could  prevail  on  him  to 
adopt  the  poliqr  of  the  confederates.  He  replied  to 
the  reprefentation  of  the  general  aflembly,  that  the 
inilrudions  he  had  received  from  the  Pope  were, 
That  he  fhould  take  care  that  the  Irifh  fliould  main- 
tain an  inviolable  fidelity,  in  the  firft  place  to  God 
and  religion,  and  in  the  fecond  to  their  King  * :  That 

being  joined  to  the  confideration  of  his  blood,  you  may  well  judge 
of  the  paflion  which  we  have  particularly  for  him,  and  that  nothing 
(hall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  perfeft  what  he  (hall  oblige  himfelf  to 
in  our  name,  in  conQderation  of  the  favors  received  by  your  means : 
■confide  therefore  in  him  ;  but  in  the  mean  while,  according  to  the  di- 
redtions  that  we  have  given  him  how  important  it  is  that  the  affair 
Ihould  be  kept  fecret,  there  is  no  occafion  to  perfuade  you  of,  or 
recommend  it  to  you,  fince  you  fee  that  the  neceflity  of  the  thing  itfelf 
requires  it.  This  is  the  firft  letter  which  we  have  ever  wrote  imme- 
diately to  any  minifter  of  ftate  of  the  Pope,  hoping  that  it  will  not  be 
the  laft  1  but  that,  after  the  faid  carl  and  you  fliall  have  concerted 
your  meafures,  we  (hall  openly  fhew  ourfelves  as  we  have  aflurcd  him." 
Dr.  Birch  obferves.  That  by  the  King's  advocates  it  is  urged,  as 
Jin  improbability  againft  his  letter  to  the  nuncio,  that  it  is  dated  on 
the  thirtieth  of  April  j  645,  after  the  earl  of  Glamorgan  had  left  Ox- 
ford, and  the  King  knew  not  probably  where  he  was :  "  But  it  is 
much  more  probable,  adds  this  writer,  that  the  King  did  know  where 
his  lordlhip  was ;  fmcc  there  appears  to  have  been  a  correfpondence 
between  them  after  his  lordfliip  left  Oxford ;  the  earl's  inftrudtions  to 
a  perfon  who  fubfcribed  himfelf  Edward  Bofden,  to  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  dated  March  21,  1644-5,  being  found  in  his  majcfty's 
cabinet  taken  at  Nafeby."  fVarner^s  Hijiory  of  the  Irijh  RebellioHy 
p.  341.  King  Charles's  Secret  TranfaRions  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan^ 
hy  Bircby  p.  333. 

*  After  all  the  advances  on  the  part  of  the  King  to  the  Roman 
pontiff,  the  nuncio  ufing  on  this  occafion  the  exprefllon  related  in  the 
text.  That,  next  to  God  and  religion,  the  Papifts  owed  fidelity  to  the 
^  King,  he  was  feverely  reproved  in  a  letter  from  Rome  by  cardinal 

Pamfilio,  who  wrote.  That  that  fee  would  never,  by  any  pofitive  ad, 
approve  the  civil  allegiance  which  Catholic  fubjeds  paid  to  an  heretical 

prince. 


as  the  political  articles  of  peace  to  be  made  with  the  Aius;  1646. 
lord -lieutenant  were  to  be  immediately  publilhed, 
and  the  religious  ones  concluded  with  the  lord  Her- 
bert to  be  kept  fecret  till  they  were  ratified  by  the 
King,  it  would  appear  to  foreigners,  who  knew  nothing 
of  that  treaty,  tliat  this  peace  was  made  on  account 
of  private  and  temporal  advantages,  and  not  for  the 
honor  of  religion  ;  an  incident  which  would  occafion 
great  fcandal  among  all  Catholics,  and  great  triumph: 
to  the  heretics :  Nor  did  it  feem,  he  faid,  a  fufficient 
anfwer  to  this,  that  the  concelfions  with  regard 
to  religion  would  be  publifhed  and  made  known  to; 
every  body  after  they  had  been  confirmed  by  the 
King,  becaufe,  in  fad,  befides  that  the  fcandal  would 
not  be  removed  by  this  means,  the  whole  affair  de- 
pended on  a  future  event  r  That  with  regard  to  the 
plea,  that  the  publication  of  the  religious  articles 
could  not  be  made  at  prefent,  becaufe  the  King's 
agents  were  apprehenfive  left  the  publication  might 
alienate  the  Proteftants  from  his  majefty's  fervice, 
this  ought  to  be  an  example  to  the  fupreme  council^ 
that  they  might  not  alienate  the  Pope  and  all  Chriftian 

prince.  On  the  nuncio's  figning  a  proteftation  of  the  clergy,  which^ 
declared  that  they  would  never  confent  to  a  peace  unlels  fecure  condi- 
tions were  made  according  to  the  oath  of  affociation  for  religion,  tha- 
King,  and  country,  he  was  again  reproved  by  Pamfilio,  and  told. 
That  it  had  been  the  conftant  and  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  fee  of 
Rome,  never  to  allow  her  minifters  to  make  or  confent  to  public 
cdids  of  even  Catholic  fubjeds,  for  the  defence  of  the  crown  and 
perfon  of  an  heretical  prince  ;  and  that  fuch  a  conduft  would  furnifh 
pretence  to  her  adverfaries  to  refled  upon  her,  as  deviating  from  thofc 
maxims  and  rules  to  which  fhe  had  ever  yet  adhered.    Carte's  Life  of^ 

Ormondy  yo\,  I.  p.  578» 
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Aao.  16+6.  princes  from  themfelves,  and  fliould  determine  them 
to  publifli  the  religious  articles  with  the  others,  or  at 
lead  to  fupprefs  both  till  they  had  been  confirmed  by 
the  King  * :  He  infifted  upon  the  neceflity  of  having 
a  Popifh  lord-lieutenant,  and  argued  againft  fome  of 
the  articles  of  the  peace  ;  in  particular,  that  there 
was  no  mention  made  of  Popilh  bifliops,  nor  the 
cre<5ling  of  Popifh  univerfities,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment was  to  be  changed,  and  the  fupreme  council 
abrogated,  as  foon  as  the  peace  Ihould  be  concluded. 

Notwithftanding  the  hafty  compliment  which  had 

been  made  him  of  an  implicit  obedience  to  his  opi- 
nions, the  nuncio  found  the  Popifh  laity  very  averfe 
to  renouncing  the  advantages  0^  the  royal  conceffions, 
and  thus  to  hazard,  by  a  continued  divifion  of  their 
forces,  the  ruin  of  themfelves  and  the  King.  After 
he  had  afTembled  to  his  own  houfe  the  Popifh  bifhops, 
and  fecured  them  to  his  party,  he  attempted  the  ge- 
neral afTembly,  which  had  been  called  to  determine 
the  difpute  in  queflion,  and  very  warmly  exhorted 
them  to  give  up  the  peace  they  had  concluded  with 
the  lord  Herbert,  and  to  adopt  a  treaty  which  com- 
prehended the  interefts  of  the  whole  papiflical  body 
in  Great  Britain,  which  in  a  manner  had  been  agreed 
on  at  Rome  between  the  Pope  and  Sir  Kenelm  Digby  f, 

♦  Scarampi,  the  Pope's  agent  in  Ireland,  had,  before  the  arrival 
of  the  nuncio,  delivered  to  the  confederates  a  paper  againft  their 
fcheme  of  making  peace  publicly  with  the  marquis,  and  privately  with 
the  carl.  King  Charles's  Tranfaaions  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan^  by  Dr. 
Bircby  p.  64. 

t  The  fon  of  Sir  Evcrard  Digby,  who  had  been  executed  for  the 
gunpowder  plotl 

and 
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and  which  was  fo  well  approved  by  the  Roman  pon-  Ann.  1646. 
tiff,  that  on  the  grounds  of  it  he  had  offered  to  ad- 
vance immediately  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns, 
and  to  continue  the  fame  donation  yearly  fo  long  as 
the  war  lafted  *.  The  copy  of  this  treaty  had  been 
fent  to  the  nuncio  foon  after  his  arrival  in  Ireland, 
with  power  to  alter  or  add  to  its  claufes,  as  he  fhould 
think  fit  f. 


•  The  Pope  at  firft  infifted  on  the  King's  abjuring  proteftantifm,  and 
returning  into  the  bofom  of  the  Roman  church  ;  but  relented  from 
this  article  on  a  reprefentation,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  of  the  inevitable 
ruin  which  fuch  an  ad,  if  by  accident  it  became  public,  would  bring 
on  the  King. 

-f-  Articles  to  be  fent  to  the  Lord  Rinnucini  to  be  put  in  execu- 
tion in  Ireland,  with  power  to  add  to  and  take  from  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  and  as  need  (hall  be,  which  will 
be  better  undcrftood  there  upon  the  place. 
That  the  King  of  Great  Britain  do  efFeftually  grant  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland  the  free  and  public  ufe  of  the  Catholic  religion,  allowing 
the  ecclefiaftical  hierarchy  to  be  reftored  to  the  Catholics,  with  all  the 
churches  and  revenues,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  faid  religion  ; 
and  as  to  the  monafteries  pretended  to  have  been  releafed  to  the  pof- 
felTors  of  cardinal  Poole,  legate  in  the  time  of  queen  Mary,  that  it  be 
debated  in  a  free  parliament  in  Ireland  what  may  or  can  be  done  in 
that  point  •,  as  likewife  touching  the  three  bifhoprics,  that  of  Dublin, 
and  the  other  two  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  heretic  Proteftants, 
under  the  obedience  of  the  King :  That  he  annul  and  repeal  all  the 
penal  laws,  and  others  whatfoever,  made  againft  the  faid  Catholics 
on  the  account  of  their  religion,  from  the  beginning  of  the  defedion 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  to  this  day  :  That  for  the  better  eftablifhing  the 
free  and  public  exercife  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  to  add  more 
force  and  fccurity  to  the  repeal  of  the  faid  laws,  the  King  do  call  a 
parliament  in  Ireland  independent  on  that  of  England  :  That  the  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  the  principal  offices  there, 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Catholics ;  and  that  Catholics  be  made 
capable  and  promoted  to  offices,  honors,  and  degrees  in  that  kingdom, 
in  like  manner  as  the  Proteftants  have  been  till  this  time :  That  the 
Vol.  IV.  Kk  King 
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After  the  bufinefs  of  peace  had  been  debated  four 
fcveral  days   without  any  conclufion  on   the  matter, 

King  do  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Irifli  Catholics,  or  at  leaft  fuch 
Englifh  Catholics  as   the  fiipreme  council  of  Ireland   fliall  approve 
ot,  the  town  of  Dublin  and  the  other  two  which  are  held  in  his  name 
in  Ireland  :  That  he  join  his  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Irifh  to  drive  the 
J>cots  and  parliamentarians  out  of  Ireland :  This  being  performed  by 
the  King,  and  what  elle  may  in  Ireland  be  added  or  altered  in  thefe 
articles  by  the  lord  Rinnucini,  his  holinefs  is  willing  to  pay  the  queen 
ot  Great  Britain  an  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  Roman  money  :  That 
the  fiid  King  do  repeal  all  the  laws  made  againft  the  Catholics  of 
lingland,  and  particularly  the  two  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance, 
fo  as  they  may  enjoy  their  revenues,  honors,  liberties,  and  privileges, 
a^  other  the  gentlemen  of  that  kingdom  do  ;  fo  that  their  being  Ca- 
tholics fhall  be  no  manner  of  prejudice  to  them  ;  and  that  in  the  firft 
parliament,  or  other  fettlement  of  the  affairs  of  England,  his  majefly 
do  approve  and  confirm  the  aforefaid  repeal ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
that  they  do  adually  enjoy  all  manner  of  equality  with  the  Proteftants  • 
That  an  agreement  be  made  between  the  King  and  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil of  Ireland  to  tranfport  into  England  a  body  of  an  army  of  twelve 
thoufand  foot  under  IrilK  commanders  and  officers,  to  whom  fliall  be 
joined  three  thoufand,  or  at  leaft  two  thoufand  five  hundred  Englifli 
iiorfe  under  Catholic  commanders,  upon  fuch  conditions,  to  be  adjufted 
between  them,  concerning  the  government  of  the  army,  the  ports  of 
their  landing,  and  places  of  fecurity,  as  fliall  be  adjudged  juft  and  con- 
venient :  When  the  faid  forces  fliall   be  entered   into  England,  and 
joined  together  in  any  place,  his  holinefs  will  pay  the  firft  y?ar  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns  of  Roman  money  by  a  monthly  proportion,  the 
fame  to  be  continued  the  fecond  and  third  year,  as  his  forces *fliall 
ftand,  and  according  to  the  advantage  that  fliall  be  made  by  the  faid 
army  :  And  laftly,  becaufe  the  firft  fix  articles  may  fpeedily  be  put  in 
execution,  his  holinefs  will  exped  the  performance  of  them  in  fix 
months  from  the  date  of  thefe  prcfents ;  and  as  to  the  eighth  and 
ninth,  that  require  perhaps  longer  time,  he  will  fhy  four^  months 
more  befides  the  fix,  beyond  which  he  will  not  be  tied  to  this  prefent 
promife  :  That  the  King  repeal  all  penal  and  even  pecuniary  laws 
againft  the  Catholics,  made  fince  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh  ; 
That  he  exempt  all  Catholics  from  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  alle- 
giance ; 
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the  lord  Herbert,  to  conciliate  parties  and  to  haflen  Ann.  •64«. 
the   impatiently-expeaed  fuppiies,  figned  an   inftru- 

gUnce  •,  but  inftead  of  this  latter,  if  the  King  n,all  think  proper    a 
new  patli  be  made,  foch  as  is  ufually  taken  by  the  Cathohcs  of  other 
countries  :  That  the  King  command  by  his  royal  author.ty  a  Catholic 
army  to  be  raifed  from  among  his  fubjeds  of  Ireland    and  to  be  tranf- 
ported  into  England  in  order  to  defend  the  royal  caufe:  That  the 
raid  army  be  fubjeft  to  the  direftion  and  comrnand  of  a  council  oi 
war,  which  (hall  conOft  of  three  Englilh  and  the  fame  number  of  Ir.Ih 
Catholics,  together  with  the  general   and  lieutenant-general  of  that 
army:  That  the  general  ftall  be  fubjed  to  the  direa.on  and  power  of 
this  council,  and  the  three  Irilh  commiffioners  be  named  by  the  Ca- 
tholic confederates  in  Ireland,  with  the  confent  of  the  nunc.o  and  the 
three  Englilh  commilTioners,  nimed  by  thofe  Enghlh  Catholics  with 
whom  the  nuncio  in  France  Ihall  agree  upon  that  point ;  but  if  it 
Ihall  happen  at  any  time  that  any  one  of  the  three  Enghlh  commif- 
fioners who  (hall  be  nominated  be  difabled  by  death  or  any  other  ac- 
cident, it  (hall  be  in  the  power  of  the  faid  Enghlh  Catholics    with  the 
advice  of  the  faid  nuncio  in  France,  to  appoint  another  in  his  room : 
That  the  faid  army  have  no  generals,  nor  any  other  perfons  in  any 
degree  of  command,  either  horfe  or  foot,  but  who  are  Cathohcs : 
That  all  the  Englilh  Catholics  who  are  difperfed  among  the  King  s 
troops,  or  live  elfewhere,  be  furnilhed  with  the  King's  authority  to 
meet  together  in  one  body,  and  join  the  Ir.(h  army  with  a  body  of 
horfe  proportionable  to  the  foot,  under  the  conduft  of  a  Catholic 
eeneral,  to  be  chofen  by  thofe  Catholics  with  whom  the  nuncio  m 
France  (hall  confult  upon  that  affair  :  That  the  money  which  his  ho- 
linefs and  the  apollolical  fee  (hall  contribute  to  the  King  s  necelTities 
rhall  be  laid  out  in  raif.ng  troops,  and  upon  the  ^'d  army    both  horfe 
and  foot;  and  that  for  that  purpofe.  if  his  hol.nels  Jhall  think  pro- 
Dcr    it  (hall  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  thofe  knglilh  and  Irifh 
Catholics  ii«hom  the  above-mentioned  Catholics  fhall   appoint  com- 
.     mimoners  of  the  army,  in  order  to  be  laid  out  by  them    with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  nuncios  in  France  and  Ireland :  That  the  King  de- 
liver UP  into  the  hands  of  thofe  Catholics  who  (hall  be  nominated  by 
the  Pope  two  or  three  fortilied  places,  to  be  kept  by  them  as  fecurmes 
of  the  King's  promife,  which  places  (hall  be  the  ftrongeft  of  thofe 
cities  and  forts  which  the  King  is  ftiU  matter  of  m  Ireland,  if  the 
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Ann.  1646.  ment  whereby  he  i-atified  the  articles  between  the 
Pope  and  the  queen,  and  undertook  that  they  Ihould 
be  confirmed  by  the  King.  This  put  an  end  to  the 
debates  :  a  convention  was  iigned  between  tlie  nuncio- 
and  the  deputies  of  the  general  affembly,  whereby 
it  was  ftipulated  to  continue  the  cefFation  three 
months,  in  expedlation  of  the  original  of  the  Pope's 
treaty,  which  was  to  be  ratified  between  the  nuncio 
and  the  lord  Herbert  j  but  that  this  was  to  be  no 
obflrudion  to  the  confederates  treating  with  the  lord- 
lieutenant  about  political  matters,,  provided  they  came 
to  no  pofitivc  conclufion  or  publication  of  articles, 
nor  proceeded  to  any  alteration  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment, nor  did  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
tranfatftion  between  the  nuncio  and  the  lord  Herbert. 
When  matters  were  thus  fettled  between  the  nuncio 
and  the  confederates^  commiffioners  were  appointed 
to  conclude  with  the  marquis   of  Ormond,  who,  to 

above-mentioned  Englifli  commiflioners  in  the  Irifh  army  fliall  think 
them  fufficiently  ftrong  and  well  fortified ;  but  if  the  King  (hall  not 
have  in  his  poffeffion  luch  and  fo  many  cities  and  forts,  he  fhall  then 
deliver  to  them  one,  two,  or  three  of  the  principal  cities  and  forts, 
which  the  Irifh  Catholics  fhall  make  themfelves  maflers  of  in  Ireland 
and  which  the  faid  Englifh  commifTioners  fhall  judge  to  be  fufficiently 
ftrong  :  That  the  King  himfelf  fign  thefe  articles  with  his  own  hand, 
or  fend  over  powers  to  the  queen  to  fign  them  in  his  name  ;  in  which 
fubfcription  the  King  fhall  promife  to  confirm  and  ratify  within  three 
nwnths  the  two  firfl  articles  under  his  great-feal,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  delivered  to  his  holinefs  and  his  miniftcrs ;  and  that  as  foon 
as  he  fhall  have  it  in  his  power  he  will  likewife  procure  thofe  firfl  ar- 
ticles to  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  parliament  of  the  whole  king- 
dom v  and  that  till  this  fhall  be  completely  executed,  the  above- 
mentioned  cities  and  forts  fhall  be  kept  as  a  pledge  and  fecurity  by 
the  Catholics  appointed  as  above.     Birch,  p.  143,  ^y?^. 
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his  eternal  infamy,  though  well  acquainted  with  the  Ana.  ,646. 
circumltance  of  a  private  negociation,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  March  i  646,  put  the  finifliing  ftroke  to  the  ?-« -n-^ 
Iham  treaty  which  had   been   fo   long  in  agitation,  thc^^inik 
and  by  which  the  rebels  engaged  themfelves  to  trans- 
port, between  the  firfl  of  April  and  the  firft  of  May, 
ten  thoufand  foot  into  England  or  Wales,  well  armed 
and  provided  *. 

*  The  following  are  the  conditions  on  which  the  political  peace,  as 
it  is  termed  by  the  Papifls,  was  concluded  :  That  the  profefTors  of  the 
Roman-Catholic  religion  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  or  any  other  of 
them,  be  not  bound  or  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  fuprcmacy  ex- 
prefT^d  in  the  fecond  of  queen  Elizabeth,  commonly  called  tne  oath 
of  fupremacy :  That  the  parliament  may  be  held  on  or  before  the  lalt 
day  of  November  next,  and  that  thefe  articles  agreed  on  may  be  tranl- 
mitted  into  England  according  to  the  ufual  form   and  pafTed,  provided 
that  nothing  may  be  pafTed  to  the  prejudice  of  either  Proteftant  or. 
Catholic  party  other  than  fuch  things  as  upon  this  treaty  fiiall  be  con-, 
eluded :  That  all  ads  made  by  both  or  either  houfes  of  parliament 
to  the  blemifh  or  prejudice  of  his  majefly's  Roman-Catholic  fubjedts. 
fince  the  feventh  of  Auguft  1641,  fhall  be  vacated  by  ads  of  parlia- 
ment :  That  no  anions  of  law  fhall  be  removed  before  the  faid  par- 
liament, in  cafe  it  be  fooner  called  than  the  lafl  of  November,  and 
that  all  impediments  which  may  hinder  the  Roman-Catholics  to  Tit 
in  the  next  parliament  fhall  be  removed  before  the  parliament  fit : 
That  all  debts  do  fland  in  flate  as  they  were  in  the  beginning  of  thele 
troubles-    That   the   plantations   in   Connaught,     Kilkenny,    Clare, 
Thomond,  Tipperary,  Limerick,  and  Wicklow,  may  be  revoked  by 
aa  of  parliament,  and  their  eftates  fccured  in  the  next  feffions  :  Thac 
the  natives  may  ered  one  or  more  inns  of  court  in  or  near  the  city 
of  Dublin,  they  taking  an  oath  j  as  alfo  one  or  more  univerfities,  to 
be  governed  as  his  majefty  fhall  appoint-,  as  alfo  to  have  fchools  tor 
education  of  youth  in  the  kingdom :  That  places  of  command  of 
forts,  catlles,  garrifons,  towns,  and  other  places  of  importance,  and 
all  places  of  honor,  profit,  and  truR,  fhall  be  conferred  with  equal' 
indiflterency  upon  the  Catholics  as  his  majefly's  other  fubjefts,  accord- 
in-  to  their  refpedive  merits  and  abilities :    That  twelve  thoufand 
*=»  ^  pounds. 
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Ann.  1646.         This  peace  between  Charles  and  the  Irifii  Papifts, 
purchafed  with  the  prollitution  of  charadcr  and  the 

pounds  fterling  be  paid  the  King  yearly  for  the  Court  of  Wards : 
That  no  peer  may  be  capable  of  more  proxies  than  two  ;  and  that  no 
lords  vote  in  parliament,  unlefs  in  five  years  a  lord  baron  purchafe 
in  Ireland  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  a  vifcount  four  hundred 
pounds,  and  an  earl  fix  hundred  pounds,  or  lofe  their  votes  till  they 
purchafe  :  That  the  independency  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  on  the 
kingdom  of  England  ihall  be  decided  by  declaration  of  both  houies, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  :  That  the  council- 
table  fhall  contain  itfelf  within  its  bounds  in  handling  matters  of  ftate, 
as  patents  of  plantations,  offices,  &c.  and  not  meddle  with  matter 
betwixt  party  and  party  :  That  all  ads  concerning  ftaple  or  native 
commodities  of  this  kingdom  fhall  be  repealed,  except  wool  and 
woolfcls  ;  and  that  the  commiffioners,  the  lord  Mountgarret,  and 
others  named  in  the  twenty-fixth  article,  fhall  be  authorifed  under  the 
great-leal,  to  moderate  and  afcertain  the  rates  of  merchandize  to  be 
exported  and  imported  :  That  no  governor  be  longer  refident  than  his 
majefty  fhall  find  for  the  good  of  his  people,  and  that  they  make  no 
purchafe,  other  than  by  leafe,  for  the  provifion  of  their  houfes  :  That 
an  ad  of  oblivion  may  be  pafTed,  without  extending  to  any  who  will 
not  accept  this  peace :  That  no  governor,  or  any  other  prime-mi- 
nifter  of  flate  in  Ireland,  fhall  be  farmers  of  his  majefty's  cuftoms  : 
That  a  repeal  of  all  monopolies  be  pafTed  :  That  commiOloners  be 
appointed  to  regulate  the  court  of  Caflle-Chamber :  That  afts  pro- 
hibiting plowing  by  horfe-tails  and  burning  of  oats  in  the  flraw  be 
repealed  :  That  courfe  be  taken  againfl  the  difobedience  of  the  cefTa- 
tion  and  peace  :  That  fuch  graces  as  were  promifed  by  his  majefly  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  and  fued  for  by  a  committee  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  not  exprefTed  in  thefc  articles,  may  in  the 
next  enfuing  parliament  be  defired  of  his  majefty :  That  maritime 
caufes  be  determined  here  without  appeal  into  England  :  That  the  in- 
creafe  of  rents  lately  raifcd  upon  the  commifTion  of  defedive  titles  be 
repealed  :  That  all  interefts  of  money  due  by  way  of  debt,  mortgatre 
or  otherwife,  and  not  yet  fatisfied,  fince  the  twtnty-third  of  Oclober 
1641,  to  pay  no  more  than  five  pounds  per  cent :  That  the  commif- 
fioners have  power  to  determine  all  cafes  within  their  quarters  until 
the  perfedion  of  thefe  articles  by  parliament,  and  raife  ten  thoufand 
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violation  oF  every  principle  of  honor  and  morality,  Ann.  1646. 
had  been  fo  long  protradted  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
nuncio  and  the  cautious  condudl  of  the  confederates, 
that,  on  its  conclulion,  the  unfortunate  guihy  mo- 
narch had  not  the  face  of  an  army  left  in  England ; 
a  circumllance  which  afforded  the  rebels  an  excufe  for 
the  non-performance  of  their  part  of  the  (lipulated 
conditions.  They  pleaded,  That  they  were  uncertain 
on  what  part  of  the  Englifli  coaft  they  were  to  land  ; 
that  they  were  afTurcd  of  no  horfe  to  fupport  thein, 
and  ignorant  of  the  fituation  in  which  the  King's 
affairs  then  were  :  Befides,  it  was  of  greater  confe- 
quence   to   his   majefty's   fervice,  they   faid,  to   clear 

men  for  his  majefty :  That  the  lord  Mountgarret,  Mufkerry,  Sir 
Daniel  O'Bryan,  Sir  Lucas  Dillon,  Nicholas  Plunket,  Richard  Beal- 
ing  Philip  Mac-Hugh  O'Relie,  Terlogh  0*Neile,  Thomas  Flem- 
ming,  Patrick  Darcy,  Gerald  Fennel,  and  Jeffrey  Brown,  or  any 
five  of  them,  be  for  the  prefent  commiffioners  of  the  peace.  Oyer  and 
1  erminer,  and  goal-delivery,  in  the  prefent  quarters  of  the  confederate 
Catholics,  with  power  of  juftice  of  peace.  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and 
goal-delivery,  as  in  former  times  of  peace  they  have  ufually  had  : 
That  none  of  the  Roman-Catholic  party,  before  there  be  a  fettlemenc 
by  parhament,  fue,  implead,  or  arreft,  or  be  fued,  impleaded,  or 
arretted  in  any  court  other  than  before  the  commiffioners,  or  m  the 
feveral  corporations  or  other  judicatures  within  their  quarters:  That 
the  confederate  Catholics  continue  in  their  pofleflions  until  fettlement 
by  parliament,  and  to  be  commanded  by  his  majefty's  chief  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  commiffioners,  or  any  five  of  them  : 
That  all  cuftoms  from  the  perfeftion  of  thefe  articles  are  to  be  paid 
into  his  majefty's  receipt,  and  to  his  ufe,  as  alfo  all  rent  due  at  Eafter 
next,  till  full  fettlement  of  parliament :  That  the  commiflioners  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  goal-delivery  ftiall  have  power  to  hear  and 
determine  all  off'ences  committed  or  done,  or  to  be  committed  or  done, 
from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  1643,  until  the  firft  day  of  the 
next  parliament.     BorMe,  p.  157,  ^ M* 

one 


<H 


256 


H115T0RY    OF    ENGLAND. 


^ 


Ann.  1646.  one  of  his  kingdoms,  than  to  attempt  to  •  aflift  him 
in  England  under  fuch  diflicuhics  and  dangers.  Thus 
the  magnificent  promifes  which  the  confederates  had 
made,  of  fupporting  the  King's  power  over  all  the 
empire  of  Great  Britain,  were  reduced  to  the  fimple 
prcfervation  of  Ireland  only  ;  an  undertaking  which, 
in  the  execution,  proved  as  impracticable  as  had 
turned  out  every  other  of  their  pernicious  yet  abortive 
-fchemes. 

As  a  previous  ftep  to  an  union  of  forces,  a  mea- 
fure  didlated  by  the  obvious  neceflity  of  affairs,  the 
fupreme  council  of  the  rebels   was   prevailed   on   to 
publiih  fingly  the  articles  of  the  political  treaty  they 
had  concluded  with  the  marquis  of  Ormond.      Rin- 
nucini,  the  Pope's  nuncio,  had  declared.  That  if  the 
political  peace  was  publifhed  without  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal,  or  the  ecclefiaftical  without  the  free  and  public 
exercife  of  religion,  and  without  waiting  for  the  ori- 
ginal treaty  from  Rome,   he   would  not  confent  to  it ; 
and  this  public  adt  of  the  fupreme  council,  contrary 
to  the  deference  with  which  he  had  been  at  firft  idly 
complimented,  and  in  oppofition  to  his  avowed  opi- 
nion, fo  enraged  the  proud  hot-headed   prelate,  that, 
not  meeting  with  a  direcfl  fubmiflion  to  a  proteflation 
he  had  fent  to  the  fupreme  council,  figned  by  him- 
felf,  with    two  titular   archbifhops    and   fix    bifliops, 
he   prepared  to  chadife  the  {lubbornnefs  of  the  laity 
with  all  the  influence  of  ecclefiaflical  authority.     In 
an  aiTembly  of  the  clergy,  whom  the  nuncio,  under 
the   pretence  of  a  vifitation,    had  called  together  at 
Waterford,  all  perfons  who  adhered  to  the  peace  were 
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vleclarcd   guilty  of   perjury  in  violation  of  their  oaih  Anm.  1646. 
of    afTociation  ;     excommunication    was    pronounced 
againft  the  commiflioners,  and  all  who  had  been  in- 
(Irumcntal  in  treating  of  the  peace ;  againft  all  who 
fhould  either  receive  or  pay  any  money  purfuant  to 
the  orders    of  the   Kilkenny   council  •,    all    churches 
were  interdicfted,  and  divine  fervice  forbad  to  be  ce- 
lebrated in   all  cities  and   towns   which  admitted  the  . 
peace  ;   all  the  clergy,  fecular  and  regular,  were  fuf- 
pended  from  the  exercife  of  their  fundlion,  who  fpoke 
in  favor  of   it,  with  all  confefTors  who  fhould  offer 
to  abfolve  any  of  its  adherents :  and,  for  the  better 
union  of  the  party,  a  new  oath  of  afTociation  was 
drawn  up,  whereby  the  confederates  fwore,  That  they 
would  not  adhere  to  any  peace  but  to  fuch  as  fhould 
be  honorable  in  the  view  of  the  world,  fecure  to  their 
confcience  according   to  the  oath  of  afTociation,  and 
fo  approved  by  the  congregation  of  the  clergy  of  Ire- 
land  This  exertion  of  ecclefiaftical  authority  did  not 

fail  of  its  defigned  efTea :  vehement  exclamations 
were  uttered  all  over  the  kingdom  againft  a  peace, 
which,  it  was  faid,  gave  up  the  point  of  religion. 
The  herald  fent  by  the  marquis  of  Ormond  was  not 
fuffered  to  proclaim  it  cither  at  Waterford  or  Clonmel ; 
and  though  at  Limerick  he  had  gained  the  affent  of 
the  mayor  and  the  majorhy  of  aldermen,  yet  a  mob 
which  had  been  raifed  by  the  priefts  obliged  him  to 
defift,  and  had  near  killed  him  in  the  attempting  to 
difcharge  his  office.  The  counfellors  of  Kilkenny, 
either  awed  by  fuperftitious  reverence,  or  by  the  ge- 
neral obedience  which  the  decrees  of  the  clergy  had 
met  with,  did  not  dare  either  to  exhibit  in  form  or 
Vol.  IV.  L  1  publiih 
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Ann.  ,645.  ptibliih  an  appeal  they  had  drawn  againa  the 
ccnfures  of  the  church  :  inttcad  of  attempting  to  fub- 
due  the  oppofuion  of  the  clergy,  they  fent  deputies 
10  Waterford  to  court  them  to  an  accommodation 
and  received  in  return  a  fct  of  extravagant  propor- 
tions ;  among  which  was  demanded,  That  Owen 
O'Neil  and  Preflon,  the  friends  of  the  new  confede- 
racy, lliould  for  their  greater  fecurity  be  made  the 
^''^  general  of  the  horfe,  and  the  other  majorJene- 
ral  of  the  field.  J      h     ^  ■ 

The  jealoufy  which  had,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
confederacy,  fubfifted   between  the  old  Irifh  and  the 
Papifls  of  Englifli  defcent,  had   occafioned  the  latter 
to  omit   making  in  the   lately-concluded  peace  any 
provifion  for  the  natives,  on  the  very  article  on  which 
they  had  begun  their  infurredion  ;  viz.  their  griev- 
ances by  the  new  plantation  of  Ulfter.     Their  com- 
mander, Owen   O'Neil,  had  been    likewife  negleded 
in  the  lift  of  generals  to  be  made  on  the  peace.      He 
had  lately  gained  an  advantage  over  Monroe  ;  and  to 
him  the  nuncio  had  recourfe  to  coerce  the  authority 
of  the  clergy ._0n  the  thirty-firft  of  Auguft,  a  month, 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  the  marquis  of  Or. 
mond  arrived  from  Dublin  at  Kilkenny,  to  receive  the 
fubmiffions  of  the  rebels,  and  to  confult  on  an  union 
of    forces    againft    the    common   enemy.       He    had 
fent  Daniel  O'Neil  *,    nephew  of   the  Ulfter  general 
with  an  offer  to  his  uncle.  That  in   cafe  he  would 
heartily  contribute  his  affiflance  to  the  fervice  of  the 

•  This  Irifh  Papift,  Daniel  O'Neil,  was  of  the  King's  bed-chamber, 
and  a  great  favorite  with  his  mailer  and  fcveral  of  his  court. 
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King  and   the   fupport  of  the  peace,  he  (the   mar-  Ann.  xS^s. 
quis  of  Ormond)   would  confirm  by  his  authority  all 
his  commands,  with  every  privilege  which  he  at  prc- 
fent  enjoyed  ;  that  he  would  grant  him  a  cuftodium 
of  all  the  lands  of  O'Neillan  which  fliould  be  found 
to  belong  to  any  who  did  oppofe  the  peace  and  his 
majefty's  authority}   and  to  aflure  him  of  every  other 
advantage    which    he   could   reafonably    pretend    to. 
Large  as  were  thefc  overtures,  they  were  rejected  by 
Owen,  who  had  entered  into  a  clofe  engagement  with 
the  nuncio :   and  Ormond,  inftead  of  a  general  fub- 
mifTion  of  the  Irifh  to  the  authority  deputed  to  him 
by  the  King   (an  advantage  for  which  he  had  fo   in- 
famoufly   entered  into   the   chicanery  of  the   party) 
found  himfelf  in  a  very  uneafy  and  unfafe  fituation 

among  them As  he  drew  near  Cafhel,  in  a  progrefs 

which  he  had  made,  accompanied  with  the  marquis 
of  Clanrickard  and  the  lord  Digby,  to  attempt  to  con- 
ciliate the  affcdions  of  the  people,  he  received  letters 
from  the  mayor  of  the  city,  informing  him  that  the 
town  was  threatened  with  inftant  deftrudion  if  they 
gave  him  admittance,  and  that  Owen  O'Neil  w^as 
marching  that  way  with  all  his  army.  AVhilft  Or- 
mond was  hefitating  whether  he  fhould  return  to 
Dublin,  before  he  had  finillied  his  intended  negocia- 
tions  for  the  effeduating  the  peace,  he  was  informed 
by  the  earl  of  Caftlehaven,  That  there  was  a  defign 
laid  by  O'Neil  and  Prefton  to  intercept  him ;  that 
both  their  armies  were  on  their  march  to  cut  off  his 
retreat ;  that  he  had  not  a  moment's  time  tor  lofe  ;  and 
would  inevitably  be  loft,  unlefs  he  returned  back, 
repafTed  the  Barrow,  got  that  river  between  him  and 
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Ann.  1646.  the  enemy,  and  endeavored  by  long  marches  to  reach 
Dublin  before  them.  There  was  now  no  time  to 
dally:  Ormond  was  obliged  to  an  immediate  retreat  ; 
and  luckily  reached  Dublin  in  fafety,  without  other 
damage  than  the  plundering  his  baggage  at  Kilkenny, 
and  the  lofs  of  reputation,  in  having  thus  publicly 
appeared  the  dupe  to  the  deceitful  condu(5l  of  the 
confederates. 

That  bufy  politician  the  lord  Digby  was  left  by 
the  marquis  at  Kilkenny,  to  renew  the  interrupted 
negociations  with  the  rebels.  To  the  clergy  he  made 
a  proportion  of  a  firm  and  authentic,  though  private 
afliirance  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws;  and  that 
the  clergy  fliould  not  be  put  out,  nor  molefted  in 
their  ecclefiaftical  pofleflions,  provided  the  nuncio 
and  three  or  four  bifhops  would  give  it  under  their 
hands,  that  they  would  reft  fatisfied  with  the  peace, 
and  enjoin  a  faithful  fubmiflion  to  it  to  all  thofe  over 
whom  they  had  power — In  vain  did  the  King  and  his 
creatures  expofe  their  bafenefs  by  repeated  offers  to 
the  rebels,  which  were  either  negle^fled,  rejected,  or 
unfruitful  of  return:  both  the  former  private  con- 
nivance of  Ormond,  and  the  prefent  poiitive  propofal 
of  Digby,  were  equally  ineffe(5luaL  The  nuncio  was 
too  much  elevated  with  his  fuccefs  to  hearken  to  any 
terms  but  what  he  fhould  himfelf  prefcribe.  Owen 
O'Neil  was  now,  after  the  taking  of  Rofcria,  in  which 
he  had  as  ufual  put  man,  woman,  and  child  to  the 
fword,  advanced  within  three  miles  of  Kilkenny. 
The  caftle  of  Kilkenny,  of  which  the  lord  Mount- 
garret  was  governor,  furrendered  to  the  new  confe- 
deracy y 
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deracy  ;  and  the   nuncio,  who  was  met  on  the  way  An,,.  ,6^6. 
by  general  Prefton,  with  fome  troops  of  horfc,  and 
by  the  Spanifli  agent,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  the 
neighboring  gentlemen,  made  on  the  eighteenth  of 
September  a  public  entry  into  the  city— The  clergy, 
now  affumed  the  whole  government  to  themfelves  : 
after  imprifoning  the  greater  number  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  the    fupreme  council,  with   others  who  had 
appeared  zealous  for  the  peace,  they  appointed  a  new 
one  with  equal  powers,  of  which  the  nuncio  was  to 
be  prefident,  and  which  confifted  of  four  bifliops  and        . 
eight  laymen.     The  King's  zealous   fiiend  the  lord- 
Herbert,  who  had  entirely  devoted  himfelf  to  the  nun- 
cio, was  made  general  of  Munfter,  in  the  room  of  the 
lord  Mufeerry,  with  the  promife  of  being  appomted 
lord-lieutenant  when  the  marquis  of  Ormond  fliouldr 
be  driven  out  of  Dublin  *. 

•  «  Amone  other  patents  and  commiffions  figned  by  the  King  and: 
brought  by  the  earl  of  Glamorgan  from  England  J™*";";^  "X'"?; 
cardinal  Pamfilio,  the  Pope's  nephew  and  ch.ef  counfellor)  there  .s 
one  appointing  him  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  upon  the  exp.raaon  of 
the  nwquis  of  Ormond's  term  of  holding  that  poft,  or  m  cafe  the- 
marquis  mould,  by  any  fault,  deferve  to  be  ^^'"°^^'' f™"}  "•„  J*^^ 
way   feems   now  open    for  us-,    fmce   the   marquis    of  Ormond   is 
publicly    negociating    with   the   parliamentarians,    and  confequently 
making  a  tLty  with  the  King's  enemies :  Upon  th>s  occaOon  the 
Z,  b'eing  de/rous  of  advancing  himfelf  to  the  marquis's  poft    h    ■ 
begun  to  follicit  the  confent  of  the  kingdom,  and  believes  that  he  has 
the  intereft  of  the  two  generals,  and  almoft  all  the  congregation  of  the 
SerT  nd  the  new  council.     I  have  thought  it  the  more  proper  to 
promote  this  affair,  fince,  when  Dublin  Ihall  be  taken    it  will  be  im- 
mediately neceflary  for  the  kingdom  to  provide  a  lord-lieutenant -and- 
it  is  a  point  of  no  fmall  importance,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  aftairs. 
to  begin  with  appointing  to  that  poft  a  Catholic  fo  highly  beloyea  b^        . 
this  £ngdom  and  the  King  himfelf.     Befides,  it  is  to  be  conl.dered^ 


H 


26z 


11  I  S  T  O  11  Y     OF     i:  N  G  L  A  N  D. 


-Ann.  1646.  It  wiis  Oil  tliis  ciitcrprizc,  as  the  finifliing  flrokc 
to  their  mteftine  broils,  that  the  confederacy  bent 
their  whole  defigns.  Ormond,  .unable  to  provide 
for  a  liege,  had  recourfc  in  his  diilrefs  to  the  Englifli 
parliament,  who  readily  embracing  the  offer  of  extend- 
ing, without  a  large  expence  of  blood  and  treafure, 
their  authority  in  Ireland,  fent  over  five,  commiifioners 
to  treat  with  the  lieutenant  on  the  furrendering  into 
their  hands  the  fword  and  garrifons.  The  report 
only  that  forces  from  the  EngHfti  parliament  were 
arrived  and  admitted  into  Dublin  fo  terrified  Owen 
O'Neil,  that,  calling  all  his  men  to  their  pods,  he 
immediately  decamped  fronl  Lucan,  and  retreated 
firft  into  Meath,  and  from  thence  into  the  Queen's 
County  :  the  new  council  and  the  nuncio  retired  with 
the  fame  hafte  to  Kilkenny  :  whilft  Prefton,  with  his 

that  the  King's  inclination  and  pleafure  concur  with  this  defign  -,  for 
though  his  majefty  has  appointed  the  carl  by  his  Icfler  feal  only,  yet 
that  is  fufficient  for  the  Irilh,  fince  they  have  juft  reafon  to  confider 
that  appointment  legal  and  valid.  Add  to  this,  that  as  the  confede- 
rates of  Ireland  have  it  in  their  view  to  tranfport  the  holy  faith  into 
England  by  their  arms,  no  perfon  appears  to  be  more  fit  for  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  a  purpofe  than  the  earl,  in  whom  two  charadlers  are 
united,  thofe  of  a  faithful  fervant  to  the  King  and  a  perfedt  Catholic ; 
and  who  the  winter  before  was  ready  to  carry  over  to  the  King,  from 
that  country,  ten  thoufand  men  for  the  fame  purpofes.  Some,  and  thofe 
but  a  few,  oppofe  this  defign,  upon  this  fingle  confideration.  That  the 
earl,  bein^;  borh  an  Englifliman,  and  of  a  very  mild  temper,  will  not 
be  favorable  enough  to  Ireland,  nor  exert  the  firmnefs  necefifary  in  this 
cafe :  but  I  believe  no  better  choice  can  now  poflibly  be  made ;  and 
that  the  appointment  of  a  Catholic  lord-lieutenant,  who  is  in  fo  many 
refpefts  attached  to  the  apoftolical  fee,  and  bound  to  it  by  oath  and 
promifes,  which  the  earl  has  an  hundred  times  repeated  to  me,  is 
fufficient  to  weigh  down  every  other  doubt."     Birch,  p.  253,  ^/eq, 
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officers,  on  the  marquis  of  Clanrickard  undertaking  Ann.  1646* 
for  a  repeal  of  the  penal  laws,  and  the  prefervation 
of  the  churches  to  the  Popifli  poiTeflbrs  till  the  King's 
pleafure,  upon  the  full  fettlement  of  the  kingdom, 
was  known,  entered  into  an  engagement  to  obferve 
the  late  peace,  to  be  from  thenceforth  obedient  to 
the  King's  authority,  and  to  join  with  the  marquis 
of  Ormond  againft  all  his  majefly's  enemies,  and 
againft  fuch  as  fhould  not  upon  the  fame  terms  fub- 
mit.  The  danger  with  which  Ormond  was  threatened 
beinguhus  unaccountably  and  unexpededly  difperfed^ 
he  began  to  form  other  fchemes  than  the  delivering 
up  Dublin  into  the  power  of  the  parliament;  after 
keeping  up  for  four  days  the  farce  of  a  treaty,  he 
objevfted  to  the  propofitions  which  had  been  made  by^ 
the  parliament  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants, 
with  the  fecurity  of  himfelf,  his  family,  and  fortune, 
and  prepofteroufly  told  them.  That  as  they  did  not 
bring   his    majefly's  orders    he   could    not,  confiftent 

with  his    duty,  part  with   fo  great   a  truft  * Thus 

difappointed,  the  commiffioners  re-embarked,  and 
carried  their  fupplies  to  Ulfter,  where  they  were  ill 
received  by  the  Scots,  and  their  forces  refufed  cn-^ 
trance  either  into  Carrickfergus  or  Belfaft. 

Ormond  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  of  his  double- 
dealing  :  Preilon  fi  on   whofe  affiftance  he   had    de- 

*  It  appears  by  letters  between  the  lieutenant  and  the  lord  Digby,. 
that  the  treaty  with  the  parliament  was  only  commenced  to  get  pow- 
der from  their  fhips  in  the  river,  and  to  prevent  being  annoyed  from  • 
them  till  foreign  fupplies  could  be  procured.     C.7r;<f,  vol.  III.  Sfale 
Letters^  p.  515. 

-f-  The  treaty  between  Ormond  and  tlic  general  Preflon  was  tranf- 
aifled  by  that  Quixote  politician  Digby,  who  was  very  angry  with  the 
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Aon.  l6^6.  pendcd,  entered  into  new  engagements  with  the 
nuncio,  whole  infkicncc,  in  a  general  aflembly  he 
had  called  at  Kilkenny,  fo  highly  prevailed,  that  the 
peace  concluded  with  the  lieutenant  was  utterly  re- 
jcclicd,  and  the  following  articles  infilled  on  :  That 
Popery  Ihould  be  eftablilhed  all  over  Ireland,  with 
the  pollelTion  of  all  churches,  benefices,  and  dignities 
eccleiiailical  :  That  tlie  common  law  fliould  be  re- 
pealed, fo  far  as  it  gave  the  crown  any  ecclefiaftical 
authority :  That  the  clergy  fliould  have  power  to  eredt 
univerlities  and  fchools  under  their  own  reguteions, 
to  appoint  provilions  to  biflioprics,  dignities,  and  liv- 
ings, as  they  had  done  fmce  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  and  to  exercife  their  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidtion  in 
its  full  extent.  A  new  oath  of  affociation,  framed  for 
the  continuance  of  their  union,  was  annexed  to  thefe 

lieutenant  for  having  delayed  the  conclufion  for  a  few  days,  on  the 
fear  left  the  Proteftants  fhonld  open  the  gates  of  Dublin  to  the  parlia- 
ment's commiflioners,  fhould  it  be  made  public  that  one  of  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  was.  That  a  confiderable  number  of  the  confederate  Ca- 
tholics fhould  be  drawn  into  all  the  chief  garrifons  under  his  majefty's 
obedience.  "  It  will  be  taken  to  be  a  ftrange  turn,  writes  Ormond, 
when  fuch  as  have  ftill  been  either  open  or  implacable  enemies,  or, 
which  is  worfe,  fuch  falfe  friends,  as,  out  of  a  folemnly-concluded  and 
by  them  received  peace,  to  have  leapt  into  the  openeft  and  moft  vio- 
lent aft  of  hoftility,  and  who  have  but  newly  (and,  as  it  will  be  faid, 
when  rather  their  power  than  their  will  failed  them)  quitted  their  de- 
fign  of  taking  this  city  by  force,  Ihall  be  received  and  fed  by  thofc 
whom  they  can  befiege  no  longer,  and  whofe  throats  within  thefe 
eight  days  they  would  have  cut ;  for  it  appears  not  that  they  bring 
either  money  or  viflual  with  them  ;  and  that  for  the  reception  of  thefe 
men  we  have  fent  away  thofe,  who,  it  will  be  faid,  were  invited  to 
our  deliverance,  and  brought  with  them  wherewith  not  only  to  defray 
themfelves,  but  to  relieve  our  wants."     Carte,  vol.  III.  State  Letters^ 
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propofitions,  and  taken   by  all  the  members  of  the  Ann.  1646. 
airembly.      The  couAils  of  the  clergy,  and  that  party 
of  the  rebels  who  had  been  guilty  of  the   barbarities 
committed  in  Ulfter  in  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion, 
were  now  predominant  among  the  confederates  ;  and 
in  their  general  aflembly  it  had   been  openly  moved 
to  apply  to  the  Pope,  or  to  fome  foreign  prince,  and 
in  particular  the  King  of  Spain,  for  his  afliftance  un- 
der the  title  of  Protedlor. — Ormond,  having  in  vain 
attempted  to  come  to  terms  of  accommodation  with 
the  Popifh  party,   and  finding  himfelf  totally  unable 
to  withftand  their  united  forces,  had  again  recourfe 
to  the  prote(5lion  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  and  of- 
fered to   deliver  up  the   garrifons  and  fword  on  the 
conditions  he  had  before  refufed,  to  fuch  perfons  as 
they  Ihould  depute  to  receive  them.     To  prevent  the 
being  afecond  time  deceived,  the  parliament  infifted 
that  Ormond  fliould  fend  over,  as  hoftages    for  the 
performance  of  articles,  one  of  his  fons,  with  other 
perfons  of  quality.     This  was  immediately  complied 
with  ;  and  the  hoftages   being  received  in  England, 
the  five  commiflioners  before  employed  on  the  fame 
errand  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Dublin  on  June  7,  1647, 
with  a  fupply  of  more   than  fix  hundred  horfe  and 
fourteen  hundred  foot :  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  the 
fame  month  was  concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  the 
lord-lieutenant,  on  the   twenty-eighth,   was    to    fur- 
render  the  government  *,  on  condition  that  the  Pro- 
teftants, and    all  others  who  had  paid  contribution, 


*  Previous  to  this  treaty,  the  parliament  had  voted  the  lord  Lille, 
fon  to  the  earlof  Leicefter,  to  be  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
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Ann.  1646.  were  to  be  proteaed  in  their  perfons  and  eflatcs  ;  that 
all  noblemen  and  gentry  whqi^would  go  with  the 
marquis  of  Ormond  out  of  Ireland  were  to  have  pafles  ; 
and  the  Popifli  recufants  who  had  not  affifted  nor  ad- 
•hered  to  the  rebels,  were  to  be  encouraged  to  hope, 
according  as  they  fhould  demean  themfelves,  for  the 
favor  of  parliament,  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
eflates  and  habitations*. 

*  The  delivering  up  Dublin  to  the  parliament  was  an  ad  of  ne- 
"ceffity,  againft  the  pofitive  orders  of  the  King.  In  a  letter  in  which  he 
approved  Ormond's  former  chicanery  in  his  treaty  with  the  parliamettt, 
and  his  coalition  with  Prefton,  he  wrote  for  farther  directions  :  «  I 
can  only  lay,  that  upon  no  terms  you  muft  fubmit  to  the  cw  ik,  and 
that  you  endeavor  what  you  can  to  repiece  your  breach  with  the  Irilh, 
in  cafe  you  can  do  it  with  honor  and  a  good  confcience."  It  appears  by 
a  lettfer  from  Digby  to  the  lieutenant,  that  the  fame  felfe  dealing 
would  have  been  again  ufed,  and  this  fecond  treaty  proved  noH-efFec- 
tive,  had  proportional  powers,  which  were  daily  expeded,  arrived 
from  France.     fVarner,  p.  400.    Carle's  State  Letters,  voL  III.  .p.  555. 
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Growth  of  the  Independents. Difpute  concerning  the  right  of 

difpojing  of  the  Kings  perfons  between  the  parliamettt  and  the 

Scots. ^The  King  furrenders  his  garrifons  into  the  hands  of 

the   parliament. -^r^H he  parliament  fends   conditions   to  the 
King.         ■  Hg  refufes  the  parliament's,  conditions, -^-^F art  her 


difputes  between  the  parliament  and  the  Scois, 
the  Scotch  parliament  to  give  up^  the  King,-- 


—Refolution  of 
■The  King  de- 


livered into  the  hands  of  the  parliament* s  commij^oners,* 
Death  and  cl:yara6ier  of  the  earlofEffex. 


IN  proportion  as  the  King's  power  approached  nearer  Ann.  1646. 
its  diflblution,  the  differences  which  had  for  fome 
tinje  fubfifted  among  his  eneiiaies,  and  which  had 
ferved  to  poftpone  his  fall,  grew  more  fierce  and  ir- 
reconcilable. Among  the  Prefbyterians  (the  only  Growth  of 
known  party  who,  in  the  commencement  of  the  civil  p/ndemV. 
war,  had  oppofed  the  tyranny  of  the  times  *)  there 
had  from  the  beginning  lurked  a  fecret  diftindlion, 
which  common  danger,  and  a  confcioufnefs  of  that 
weaknefs  which  attends  the  infancy  of  party,  had.  for 
fome  time  fupprefled ;  but  as  thefe  diJOTenters  encreafed 
in  numbers,  and  as  the  power  of  the  crown  grew 
lefs  formidable,  they  no  longer  fheltered  themfelves 
under  the  wings  of  the  Prefbyterians  ;  but,  avowing 
different  principles  and  different  views,  divided  into 
a  diftind  party,  and  were  llilcd  Independents.  The 
Independents  (for  they  took  their  name  from  the  na- 


Thcy  were  joined  by  fome  of  the  moderate  Epifcopalians. 
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Ann.  1646.  ture  of  the  tenets  they  profefTed)  rejeding  all  church 
power,  as  productive  of  the  worft  kind  of  tyranny, 
and  inconfiftcnt  with  the  plain  precept  of  the  gofpcl, 
would  allow  of  no  ecclefiaftical  fubordination,  no  go« 
vernment  among  pallors,  no  interpofal  of  the  ma- 
giflrate  in  fpiritual  concerns,  nor  fixed  encouragement 
annexed  to  any  fyllem  of  dodlrines  and  opinions  ;  all 
their  congregations  were  formed  upon  a  principle  of 
CO  ordinacy  ;  all  eflential  diftindlion  was  denied  be- 
tween the  laity  and  the  clergy  ;  vocation,  inftitution, 
and  laying  on  of  hands  were  rejected,  as  politic 
fnares  ;  and  the  eledtion  alone  of  the  congregation 
was  deemed  fufficient  to  beftow  the  facerdotal  cha- 
racter. The  do(5trine  of  toleration,  in  thefe  enlightened 
ages  adopted  by  the  liberal  of  almoft  all  perfualions, 
owed  its  origin  to  the  Independents  *,  whofe  declared 
averfenefs  to  perfecution  and  church  tyranny  was  too 
oppofite  to  the  bigotry  and  views  of  the  Prefbyterians, 

•  The  houfe  of  Commons,  who  from  the  beginning  had  exerted 
themfelves  fo  nobly  for  the  civil  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  in  their  fa- 
mous remonftrance  to  the  King,  juftified  themfelves,  as  from  the 
higheft  imputation,  of  any  intention  to  relax  the  golden  reins  of  dif- 
cipline  in  the  church.  The  reformed  churches  of  France,  Switzer- 
land, Geneva,  &c.  gave  their  judgment  againft  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Independents  to  the  full  rights  of  confcicnce  ;  aflerted  that  epifcopacy 
itfelf,  though  the  veftments  and  apparel  of  the  great  whore,  was  better 
to  be  fuffered  than  to  bring  in  fuch  a  horrible  confufion  as  was  veiled 
under  the  name  of  Independency  -,  and  alledged,  that  the  example  of 
the  tyrannical  fynod  of  Dort  was  a  famous  monument  of  the  bleflings 
God  poured  out  upon  general  aflemblies.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  fame  judgment  acknowledges  there  are  many  things  eflablifhed  in 
the  government  of  the  church  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  word 
of  God.  In  a  national  aflembly  of  the  reformed  churches  of  France, 
in  the  year  1644,  the  Independents  were  ftigmatized  as  a  fed  prejudi- 
cial 
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not  to  be  productive  of  high  conteft  and  animofity.  Ann.  1646. 
Whild  the  Prefbyterians  exclaimed  that  toleration  was 
but  an  indulgence  for  foul-murder,  maintained  the 
eternal  obligation  of  their  covenant  to  extirpate  herefy 
and  fcliifm,  menaced  all  their  opponents  with  the  fame 
rigid  perfecution  which  they  had  themfelves  fuffered, 
and  of  which  they  had  fo  loudly  complained  *,  the 
Independents,  from  the  authority  of  the  gofpel  and 
the  di(5tates  of  reafon,  argued,  That  every  man  had  a 
right  to  direcft  his  religious  confcience,  and  interpret 
the  fcriptures,  according  to  his  own  lights  and  ap- 
prehenfions  ;  that  the  doctrine  of  intolerancy  would 
equally  juftify  all  religious  perfecutions,  Pagans 
againft  Chriftians,  Papifts  againft  Proteftants,  with 
that  which  had  been  fo  lately  endured  from  the  power 
of   the   epifcopacy  t  ;   and  that  the  Prefbyterians,  by 

cial  to  the  church  of  God  ;  and  the  different  provinces  were  enjoined 
to  beware,  that  the  evil  did  not  take  foot  in  the  churches  of  that 
kingdom ;  "  In  the  end,  faid  the  ad,  that  peace  and  uniformity,  as. 
well  in  religion  as  in  difcipline,  may  be  inviolably  preferved,  and  that 
nothing  may  be  brought  in  amongft  us  which  may  alter  in  any  kind 
the  fervice  due  unto  their  majefties."  Extract  of  the  A^i  of  the  National 
Synod  of  France^  ajfembled  hy  the  King^ s  commijfion  at  Charentoun,  Decem- 
ber id^   1644.     Letters  written  by  foreign  minijlers  to  Bttchanan^  a  Scot, 

*  That  four  Prefbyterian  Prynne,  who,  by  confequences  deduced 
from  the  fame  principles  of  dodrine,  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  under 
the  power  of  prelacy,  aflerted,  in  a  publication  ftyled  "  Independency 
examined,  unmafked,  &c."  That  the  civil  government  had  a  lawful 
power  to  fupprefs,  reftrain,  imprilbn,  confine,  banifh,  excommuni- 
cate, and  even  inflid  death  itfelf  on  the  broachers  of  herefies,  fchifm.s^ 
erroneous  dodrines,  enthufiafms,  or  fetters-up  of  new  forms  of  eccle- 
fiaftical government.     Prynne^s  Independency  examined^  unmajied,  ^c. 

t  One  of  the  prints  publifhed  at  this  time  reprefented.a  pope,  a 
prelate,  and  a  prefbyter,  feared  together  upon  a  bench,  with  this  motta 
over  them,  "  Tria  jun^a  in  uno'\ 

preaching 
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Ann.  1646.  preaching  up  the  doftrine  of  obedience  in  fpiritual 
matters  to  cftablifhed  powers,  pafTcd  a  felf-condem- 
nation  on  their  own  oppofition  to  former  tyrannies. 
The  whole  Scotch  nation,  from  an  entire  parity  of. 
opinion,  united  themfelyes  to  the  EngUfh  Prefby- 
terians  ^^  ;  whilft  every  differing  fedt  claiTed  with  the 
Independents,  who,  by  a  natural  connedlion  betwqen. 
J  civil  and  religious  policy,  were  joined,  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  republicans. 

So  long  as  the  Prefbyterians  had  a  lar^e  majority 
in  the  parliament,  all  thofe  who  publicly  vented  con- 
trary doctrines  fuifered  under  the  lafh  of  their  power  f ; 

*  It  was  urged  in  a  remonftrance  of  the  Scots  to  the  parliament  of 
England,  That  it  would  be  the  fin  and  fhame  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  forrow.  of  all  the  reformed  churches,  and  in  particular 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  if  liberty  of  confcience,  which  was  pleaded 
for,  ftiould  take  place.  It  is  to  be  obferved  of  the  Scotch  churph. 
That  when  they  were  themfelves  ftruggling  againft  the  King's  tyranny 
in  endeavoring  to  force  epifcopacy  upon  them,  they  pafled  an  a6t 
againft  the  toleration  of  diflenters  from  Prefbyterian  do^ine  and 
difcipline  -,  and  thus  committed  the  fame  violence  on  the  confciences 
of  their  brethren,  which  they  fo  juftly  oppofed  in  the  King.  Guthrie's 
Memoirs^  p.  bg^  (^feq, 

■f  Publications  contrary  to  the  Prefbyterian  dodrine  were  burnt 
by  order  of  parliament.  It  was  ordered  in  the  lower  houfe.  That  an^ 
ordinance  fhould  be  brought  in  to  punifh  with  death  one  Paul  Beft^ 
who  denied  the  trinity  of  the  Godhead,  the  deity  of  Chrift,  and  the 
l:Ioly  Ghoft.  One  Baldwyn,  for  preaching  and  avowing  anabaptiftical 
tenets,  was.  fent  a  prifoner  to  the  Gate-houfe,  with  a  ftridt  charge 
that  he  Ihould  not  be  fuflfered  to  preach,  nor  any  company  to  refort 
to  him.  One  Webb  was  complained  of  to  the  upper  houfe  by  the 
aflcmbly  of  divines,  for  having  broached  deiftical  doctrines,  and  that 
the  foul  of  man  was  mortal :  Webb  was  fent  for  to  anfwer  the  charge  ; 
but  as  there  is  no  mention  made  of  any  puniihment  which  was  or- 
dered him,  he  was  moft  likely  faved  by  the  growing  power  of  the 
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but  as  perfecution  always  ferves  for  the  increafe  of  Ann.  1646. 
that  which  it  endeavors  to  fupprefs,  fjsds  and  op't- 
nions  daily  multiplied  *,  and  r<3peated  petitions  were 
poured   into  the   parliament,    from   the   Prdibyterian  p^^j  j^.^ 
minifters  and  the  affembly  of  divines,  for  the  haften-  ^o'-  ^m. 

p.  420,  &req. 

ing  the  Diredlory,  for  the  taking  an  effedlual  courfe 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  fchifm,  and  for  the  keep- 
ing back  ignorant  and  fcandalous  perfons  from 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Immediately 
before  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge,  came  forth  the  impa- 
tiently-expedled  Directory  ;  and -the  parliament  (whofe 
committees  of  religion  had^hitherto  afTumed  the  whole 
^cclefiaftical  jurifdiv5tion)  now  publifhed  an  ordinance, 
by  which  they  eftabliflied  the  Prefbyterian  govern- 
ment in  all  its  forms  of  congregational,  claflical, 
provincial,    and   national  affemblies  t«     Material   as 

Independents.  Whitlock,  ip,  1^6.  ^'tfr/. '////?.  vol.'XlII.  p.  125,  342, 
vol.  XIV.  p.  23,  i^  feq. 

*•  In  a  petition  6f  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council 
of  London  to  the » parliament,  for  the  fupprelTing  all  .private  meetings 
on  the  Lord's  day,  it  was  declared.  There  were  no  lefs  than  eleven 
in  one  parifh  ;  that  there  were  inftances  of  women  preachers  in  thefe 
meetings,  and  cJf  new  and  ftrange  do(5trincs  vented  in  them  ;  whereby 
the  godly  Of  thodox  minifters  were  neglected  and  contemned,  as  if  they 
were  antichriftian,  and  aded  under  the  tyranny  of  prelatical  govern- 
ment.    PtfW.  i///?.  vol.  XIV.  p.  208. 

-j-  The  miniftets  ofpariflies  and  ruling  elders,  chdfen'by  their  inha- 
bitants, governed  the  fpiritual  concerns  of  the  feveral  congregations. 
A  claflis  was  formed  by  a  number  of  neighboring  parifhes,  and  thefe 
divifions  were  governed  by  the  minifters  of  the  refpedive  , parifhes  and 
ruling  elders,  chofcn  from  the  elderftiip  of  eaeh;pariih.  A  provincial 
aflembly  was  compofed  of  two  minifters  and  four  ruling  elders,  fent 
from  each  neighboring  claffis,  and  retained  an  infpedion  over  feveral 
clafles.  The  national  alTembly  was  compofed  of  two  minifters  and 
four  ruling  elders  from  each  province :  its  authority  extended  over  the 
whole  kingdom  •,  but  it  was  only  to  meet  when  fumraoned  by  parlia- 
ment^ 
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Ana.  1646.  was  thc  gaining  this  point,  it  was  far  from  fatisfying 
the  zeal  of  this  bigottcd  fedl,  who  made  loud  com- 
plaints on  the  condinfl  of  parliament,  for  denying 
them   fatisfacStion  on   the  following  points. 

The  aflcmbly  of  divines  had  voted  Prcfbytery  to  be 
of  divine  right ;  but  the  Independents  (affifted  by  Sel- 
den,  Whitlock,  and  other  able  reafoners)  had  fo  far 
prevailed,  that  the  parliament  refufed  their  aflent  to 
the  decifion  :  Excommunication,  a  power  aflumed  by 
priefts  of  all  religions,  was  limited  by  an  ordinance, 
which  determined  the  cafes  in  which  it  could  be 
ufed  *  ;  appeals  to  the  legillature  from  all  ecclefiafli- 
cal  courts  were  allowed ;  provincial  commifTioners 
were  appointed  by  the  parliament  to  judge  of  fuch 
cafes  as  fell  not  within  their  ordinance ;  and  as  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  national  aflembly  was  left 
to  the  authority  of  parliament,  nor  liberty  given 
in  the  particular  of  fitting,  the  whole  authority  of  the 
church  became  fubordinate  to  the  power  of  this  af- 
fembly.  Such  an  encroachment,  as  it  was  termed, 
on  the  fpiritual  jurifdi^flion  of  the  clergy,  gave  uni- 
verfal  offence  t*     The  aflembly  of  divines  fent  up  a 

ment,  and  to  fit  no  longer  than  thc  parliament  fliould  order.     The 
Parliam:ni*s  DireSiions  for  the  Ele^ion  of  Elders^  Augufl  19,   1645. 

•  The  following  condition  was  partof  the  qualification  infilled  on  for 
admittance  to  thc  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  :  That  the  receiver 
was  to  know  that  there  was  but  one  living  and  true  God  •,  that  this 
God  was  but  one,  and  yet  three  diftinft  perfons,  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft,  all  equally  God.     Pari  Hift.  vol.  XIII.  p.  464. 

-f-  Thc  Scots  exclaimed.  That  there  was  no  warrant  nor  pretence 
for  fuch  a  mixture  in  church-government  from  Jefus  Chrift,  who  had 
appointed  his  own  fpiritual  officers,  to  whom   he  had  committed  the 
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petition  on  the  fubje<5l  to  the  Commons  ;  but  the  Ana.  1646. 
Commons  were  fo  far  from  giving  them  fatisfadlion, 
that  they  voted  their  petition  a  breach  of  privilege  j 
and  then  publiflied  a  narrative,  in  which  was  laid 
down  as  a  principle.  That  that  aflembly  had  no  right 
to  judge  or  vote  on  any  point,  either  as  to  the  doc- 
trine, worfhip,  or  government  of  the  church,  but  as 
they  were  authorifed  by  parliament ;  and  that  they 
were  to  receive  for  law  the  determinations  of  the  two 
houfes  *.  Several  unanfwerable  queries  were  alfo 
drawn  up  by  the  Commons,  and  put  to  the  aflembly 
of  divines,  concerning  gofpel  authority  for  the  jus 
divinum  of  church-government  f . 

keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  to  whom,  the  reformed  churches 
conceived,  the  judging  of  offences  and  the  qualification  of  communi- 
cants did  as  properly  and  incommunicably  belong,  as  the  public 
preaching  of  the  word  and  adminiflration  of  the  facraments.  The 
Prefbyterians,  with  the  Papifts,  alTerted,  That  the  civil  magiftrate 
had  no  power  over  the  church  j  but  that  he  was  bound  by  his  civil 
power  to  compel  all  refradory  perfons  to  obey  the  church,  and  to  ba- 
nifh  and  exile  all  fefts,  fchifms,  and  herefies.  The  very  fame  argu- 
ments as  were  ufed  by  the  Papifts  in  juftification  of  their  mercilefs 
perfecution  of  the  reformed  churches,  the  very  fame  arguments  as  the 
King  and  bis  hierarchy  had  ufed  for  the  perfecution  of  the  Prefbyte- 
rians, did  thefe  once-difTenters  now  urge,  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
their  tyranny  over  the  confciences  of  their  fellow-citizens  and  brethren 
in  Chrift.     Pari.  Hifi,  vol.  XIV.  p.  340. 

♦  The  parliament  had  from^.the  beginning  retained  fo  jealous  an 
authority  over  the  alTcmbly  of  divines,  that  they  allowed  them  no  pri- 
vilege but  the  liberty  of  giving  advice  on  matters  not  determined  by 
parliament ;  nor  would  eatruft  them  with  the  power  of  eleding  their 
own  chairman  or  his  fubftitute,  nor  fupply  the  vacancies  of  their  own 
members.     Humes  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,   'quarto  edition,  vol.  I.  p.  416. 

t  The  afTembly  of  divines  had  the  modefty  to  be  filent  on  thc 
fubjed ;  but  the  queries  were  attempted  to  be  anfwcred  in  private 
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Ana.  1646.  was  thc  gaining  this  point,  it  was  far  from  fatisfying 
the  zeal  of  this  bigottcd  fedt,  who  made  loud  com- 
plaints on  the  condiuft  of  parliament,  for  denying 
them   fatisfaction  on   the   following  points. 

The  aflcmbly  of  divines  had  voted  Prefbytery  to  be 
of  divine  right ;  but  the  Independents  (affifted  by  Sel- 
den,  Whitlock,  and  other  able  reafoners)  had  fo  far 
prevailed,  that  the  parliament  refufed  their  aflcnt  to 
the  decifion  :  Excommunication,  a  power  afTumed  by 
pricfls  of  all  religions,  was  limited  by  an  ordinance, 
which  determined  the  cafes  in  which  it  could  be 
ufed  *  J  appeals  to  the  legiflature  from  all  ecclefiafti- 
cal  courts  were  allowed ;  provincial  commifTioncrs 
were  appointed  by  thc  parliament  to  judge  of  fuch 
cafes  as  fell  not  within  their  ordinance ;  and  as  thc 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  national  affembly  was  left 
to  the  authority  of  parliament,  nor  liberty  given 
in  the  particular  of  fitting,  the  whole  authority  of  the 
church  became  fubordinate  to  the  power  of  this  af- 
fembly. Such  an  encroachment,  as  it  was  termed, 
on  the  fpiritual  jurifdidion  of  the  clergy,  gave  uni- 
verfal  offence  t»     The  affembly  of  divines  fent  up  a 

mfnt,  and  to  fit  no  longer  than  the  parliament  fiiould  order.     The 
Pdrliam:ni*s  Bire£}ions  for  the  Ele£}ion  of  Elders^  Augujl  19,    1645. 

*  The  following  condition  was  part  of  the  qualification  infift:ed  on  for 
admittance  to  thc  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  :  That  the  receiver 
was  to  know  that  there  was  but  one  living  and  true  God  •,  that  this 
God  was  but  one,  and  yet  three  diftinft  perfons,  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft,  all  equally  God.     Pari  Hiji.  vol.  XIII.  p.  464. 

-f  The  Scots  exclaimed.  That  there  was  no  warrant  nor  pretence 
for  fuch  a  mixture  in  church-government  from  Jefus  Chrift,  who  had 
appointed  his  own  fpiritual  officers,  to  whom  he  had  committed  the 
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petition  on  the  fubjedl  to  the  Commons  ;  but  the  Ana.  1646. 
Commons  were  fo  far  from  giving  them  fatisfadlion, 
that  they  voted  their  petition  a  breach  of  privilege  > 
and  then  publiilied  a  narrative,  in  which  was  laid 
down  as  a  principle.  That  that  affembly  had  no  right 
to  judge  or  vote  on  any  point,  either  as  to  the  doc- 
trine, worfhip,  or  government  of  the  church,  but  as 
they  were  authorifed  by  parliament ;  and  that  they 
were  to  receive  for  law  the  determinations  of  the  two 
houfes  *.  Several  unanfwerable  queries  were  alfo 
drawn  vip  by  the  Commons,  and  put  to  the  affembly 
of  divines,  concerning  gofpel  authority  for  the  jus 
dhinum  of  church-government  f . 

keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  to  whom,  the  reformed  churches 
conceived,  the  judging  of  offences  and  the  qualification  of  communi- 
cants did  as  properly  and  incommunicably  belong,  as  the  public 
preaching  of  the  word  and  adminiftration  of  the  facraments.  The 
Prefbyterians,  with  the  Papifts,  aflerted.  That  the  civil  magiftrate 
had  no  power  over  the  church  ;  but  that  he  was  bound  by  his  civil 
power  to  compel  all  refradlory  perfons  to  obey  the  church,  and  to  ba- 
nifh  and  exile  all  fefts,  fchifms,  and  herefies.  The  very  fame  argu- 
ments as  were  ufed  by  the  Papifts  in  juftification  of  their  mercilefs 
perfecution  of  the  reformed  churches,  the  very  fame  arguments  as  the 
King  and  bis  hierarchy  had  ufed  for  the  perfecution  of  the  Prefbyte- 
rians, did  thefe  once-diflenters  now  urge,  for  the  cftablifliment  of 
their  tyranny  over  the  confciences  of  their  fellow-citizens  and  brethren 
in  Chrift.     Pari.  HiJi.  vol.  XIV.  p.  340. 

*  The  parliament  had  from  the  beginning  retained  fo  jealous  an 
authority  over  the  afiembly  of  divines,  that  they  allowed  them  no  pri- 
vilege but  the  liberty  of  giving  advice  on  matters  not  determined  by 
parliament ;  nor  would  entruft  them  with  the  power  of  eleding  their 
own  chairman  or  his  fubftitute,  nor  fupply  the  vacancies  of  their  own 
members.     Hume's  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  quarto  edition,  vol.  I.  p.  416. 

t  The  aflcmbly  of  divines  had  the  modefty  to  be  filent  on  the 
fubjcd ;  but  the  queries  were  attempted  to  be  anfwcred  in  private 
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Ann.  1646.  This  complete  iriumph  gained  by  the  Indepen^ 
dents  over  the  Prelbyterians  gave  a  general  alarm 
to  the  party.  The  petition  from  the  alTcmbly  of 
divines  was  followed  by  a  remonftrance  from  the 
Scots  commiflioners  ;  and  this  again  abetted  by  a 
petition  from  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
mon-council of  the  city  of  London,  who  were  all 
of  the  Preibyterian  fadlion,  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
Independency,  for  a  good  correfpondence  with  the 
Scots,  and  for  the  fulfilling  the  covenant  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  ihe  rights  and  privileges  of  parliament, 
the  King's  perfon  and  authority,  and  the  defence  of 
the  true  religion  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom.  The 
petitioners  received  the  thanks  of  the  Lords  for  their 
fidelity  and  conftant  fervices,  for  their  care  that  the 
.  true  Proteflant  religion  fhould  be  fettled  according  to 
the  covenant,  for  their  zeal  againft  herefy  and  fchifm, 
and  their  defires  for  a  good  correfpondence  with  the 
Scots,  of  whofe  fervices  and  fufferings,  the  Lords 
faid,  they  fhould  not  only  hold  a  grateful  memory, 
but  upon  all  occafions  give  a  retaliation.  The  fol- 
lowing peers,  Northumberland,  Pembroke,  Grey,  Den- 
bigh, Say  and  Seal,  Howard,  Montague,  Wharton, 
Kent,  and  Salifbury,  protefted  againft  this  anfwer  ; 
and  in  the  lower  houfe  the  following  cold  reply.  That 
the  petition  fhould  be  taken  into  confideration,  was 

publications  by  fome  of  the  zealots  of  the  party,  who  grounded  the 

jus  divinum  of  Prefbyterian  government  on. the  fame  texts  of  fcripture 

ufed  by  Popifli  writers  for  ihtjus  divinum  of  papal  tyranny.     Anfwer 

to  tbofe  ^eftions  propounded  by  the  Parliament^  ^c,  London,  1646. 

The  Prelbyterians  were  at  this  time  powerful  enough  to  obtain  licence 
for  the  publication  of  this  trad. 

not 
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not  obtained  by  the  Prefbyterian  party  without  great  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
oDPofition,  the  numbers  againft  the  previous  queftion  Commons, 

A  r  »  ,  .     n      .  •  i\-        May  26. 

being    113    to    148,   and  agamft  the   mam   queltion 
151  to  108  *. 

No  fooner  did  the  news  of  the  King's  flight  reach 
the  capital  than  the  parliament  publifhed  a  declara- 
tion, That  what  individual  foever  who  fhould  harbor 
or  conceal,  or  know  of  the  harboring  or  concealing 
his  perfon,  and  fhould  not  reveal  it  immediately  to 
the  fpeakers  of  both  houfes,  fhould  be  proceeded 
againft  as  a  traitor  to  the  commonwealth,  and  die 
without  mercy  f.  On  the  intelligence  that  he  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  Scotch  camp,  the  Independents 
propofed,  That  Fairfax  fhould  march  northward,  to 
demand,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  the  perfon  of  the 
King ;  a   motion  which  fo   alarmed   the   Scots,  that 

•  Previous  to  the  prefenting  thefe  petitions  and  the  remonftrance  of 
the  Scots,  the  Commons  publifhed  a  proclamation,  in  which  they 
declared.  They  would  not  put  the  power  over  the  church  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  civil  magiftrate ;  that  upon  a  peace  being  fetried,  they 
would  reftore  juftice  to  its  ancient  channel ;  and  that  though  they  had 
a  great  regard  for  the  covenant,  yet  they  were  to  interpret  it  in  their 
own  fenfe,  without  the  affiftance  of  Scotch  commentators.  The  city*s 
petition  was  reprefented,  in  a  very  fenfible  publication,  i  yled,  «  A 
moderate  Reply  to  the  City  Remonftrance,"  as  fpeaking  the  language 
of  malignants,  who  in  their  prifons  began  to  triumph  ;  and  prophefied, 
from  this  condudl  of  the  city,  the  fall  of  the  parliament  and  the  round- 
heads, and  the  exaltation  of  the  cavaliers.  PcurL  Hift,  vol.  XIV. 
p.  347,  ^  fe(i.  Guthrie,  vol.  III.  p.  1161.  A  moderate  Reply  to  the 
City  Remonftrance^  London,  1646. 

t  At  the  fame  time  the  parliament  pafled  an  ordinance,  for  the 
removal  of  Papifts  and  cavaliers  from  the  neighborhood  of  London. 
Rujhworth,  vol.  VI.  p.  268. 

N  n  2  they 


I 


2j6 


HISTORY     OF     ENGLAND. 


CHARLES 


L 


^77 


i 


Ann.  1646.  they  prevailed  with  his  majefly  to  give  orders  for  the 
furrcndering  the  town  of  Newark  into  the  hands  of 
the  parliament's  commiflioners,  retreated  with  their 
royal  prey  to  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  difclaimed  all 
manner  of  previous  treaty  with  the  King  which  could 
encourage  him  to  put  himfelf  into  their  hands,  and 
promifed  to -take  the  advice  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment in  all  their  meafures.  The  fufpicious  condudl 
of  the  Scots  had  raifed  too  great  a  jealoufy  to  be  al- 
layed  by  fuch  ceremonials  :  Letters  which  pafTcd  be- 
tween the  commiflioners  of  the  Scots  in  London  and 
in  their  army  were  opened  by  the  captain  of  the  par- 
liament's guard ;  and  though  this  breach  of  former 
refpcifl  was  not  done  by  the  particular  orders  of  either 
houfe,  yet  it  was  fo  far  juftified  by  the  Commons, 
that  the  officer,  whom  the  Lords  (on  the  complaint 
of  the  Scotch  commiffioners)  had  committed  to  the 
Fleet,  was  difcharged  by  their  authority,  without 
payment  of  fees  ;  and  a  vote  pafled  both  houfes, 
That  the  kingdom  had  no  farther  occafion  to  conti- 
nue the  Scotch  army  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Difputecon-       The  flating  thc  accounts  between  the  parliament 

rf^to^fdif-    and  the  Scots,  and  the  right  of  difpofal  of  the  King's 

KbJ^sper-''*  perfon,  gave   rife  to   difputes  which  filled  the  royal 

theV^iu""  party  with  the  moft  flattering  expectations  j  but   the 

ment  and  ihc  jffxie  provcd,  that  the  Scots  were  at  this  time  too  wife 

to  fight  the  battle  of  their  enemies,  and  that  they  had 

feduced  the  King  into  their  hands,  not  to  re-fubmit 

themfelves  to  the  lafli   of  royal  prerogative,  but  to 

fecure  the  payment  of*  large  arrears  due  on  the  fuin 

which  the  parliament,  by  the  treaty  between  the  two 

'  king- 


kingdoms,  had  ftipulated  to  pay  them.  So  extrava-  Ann.  1646. 
gant  were  the  King's  expedlations,  on  the  grounds 
of  the  paper  fent  him  by  the  French  agent  Montre- 
ville,  that  inftrudlions  were  given  to  the  marquis  of 
Ormond,  to  certify  to  all  his  majefty's  fubje(5ts  in  thc 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  That  the  Scotch  army  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Englifli  parliament  were  to  join  the  forces 
under  the  marquis  of  Montrofe,  and  the  cavalier  party 
in  England  to  conftrain  thc  parliament  to  an  honorable 
peace  *  :  But,  to  his  great  difappointment,  infl:ead  of 
meeting  with  a  guard,  as  he  had  been  made  to  ex- 
pert, to  conduct  him  in  a  pompous  manner  to  the 
Scotch  camp,  the  Scotch  generals  and  commiffioners 
affected  furprife  at  what  they  termed  his  unexpected 
appearance  ;  a  guard  was  ordered,  not  only  to  pro- 
te(5l  but  to  fecure  his  perfon  ;  petitions  were  daily 
prefented  him,  to  give  full  fatisfatflion  to  his  Scotch 
and  Englifli  fubjedts ;  Montreville,  the  adlive  French  ^jar.  im. 
affent,  was  reftrained  from  any  conference  with  him  ;  ^o'- iii  ^ 

n      1  p.  18,  &  firq. 

and  all  thofe  who  had  taken  up  arms  againfl:  the  par-  Pari.  Hift. 
liament  were  denied  acccfs  to  his   prefence  f.     The  p.  405. 
defiga  of  any   kind   of  combination  with   the  royal 
party   was    peremptorily  denied    by   the    Scots  ;  and 
the  King  now  found  it  neceflTary  to  make  a  different 

f  The  marquis  of  Ormond  fent  a  copy  of  thefe  inftrn6tions  to 
Monroe,  the  commander  of  the  Scotch  troops  in  Ireland  :  They  were 
communicated  by  Monroe  to  the  commiflioners  of  parliament  in  Ul- 
fter,  and  by  them  fent  over  to  the  two  houfes  at  Weftminfter.  Rujb- 
worth,  vol.  VI.  p.  272.. 

i*  Afhburnham,  the  King's  fervant,  fled  to  France  ;  and  Dr.  Hud- 
fon,  in  endeavoring  to  efcape,  was  taken  and  delivered  up  to  thc 
parliament.     Lud/oiv*s  Memoirs,  p.  6S.  .  • 

kind 
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Ann.  1646.  kind  of  application  to  the  EngUOi  parliament,  than 
what  he  had  intimated  in  his  inftruaions  to  the  mar^ 
quis  of  Ormond.  On  the  eighteenth  of  May  he  fent 
a  mciTage  to  the  two  houfcs,  in  which  he  aflured 
them,  That  his  withdrawing  to  the  Scotch  camp  was 
only  to  fecure  his  own  perfon,  and  with  no  intention 
to  continue  the  war  longer,  or  make  any  divifion  be- 
tween his  two  kingdoms  *  ;  recommended  the  fpeedy 
fettling  religion,  and  the  taking,  to  that  end,  the 
advice  of  the  alTcmbly  of  divines  ;  offered  that  the 
two  houfes  Ihould,  during  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
name  all  the  commiffioners  for  the  militia ;  and  that] 
after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  it  fhould  be  regu- 
lated by  the  crown  and  both  houfes  of  parliament : 
the  like  was  offered  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  : 
and  concerning  the  wars  in  Ireland,  his  majefly 
would  do  whatfoever  was  -poffible  to  give  fatisfai5tion 
therein  f , 

The  King:  No  notice  being  taken  of  this  mcffage,  on  the  tenth 

farreoders  bis  ^r     »  .  r    n  t     -.  'w**«.»* 

garrifons  into  or  Junc  It  wastollowcd  by  another  J  in  which  the 
li:pit.'^  ^i^g  expreffed  an  earneft  defirc  that  the  propofitions 
»«^  of  peace  might  be  fpeedily  fent  unto  him  $  and  at 

•  After  the  date  of  this  meflage,  when  the  King»s  inftruaicns  to 
the  marquis  of  Ormond  came  before  the  parliament,  on  the  queflion 
being  put,  "  Whether  it  appeared  by  the  King's  letter  to  the  faid 
marquL,  that  he  went  into  the  Scotch  army  with  a  dcflgn  to  create  di- 
vifion between  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  to 
continue  the  war  againft  the  Englifli  parliament,"  it  paiTed  in  the 
affirmative.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XIV.  p.  444,  ^  fe^, 

t  At  the  fame  time  the  King  fent  the  parliament  this  me/Taee  he 
fent  another  to  the  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  obey  none  of  his  public 


orders  in  regard  to  that  kingdom.     Carte's  State  Letters. 


the 


the  fame  time  enclofed  an  order  for  the  furrcndering  Ann.  1646. 
thofe  garrifons  which  yet  flood  out  againft  the  arms 
of  the  parliament.  The  terms  granted  to  ihefe  towns, 
caftles,  and  forts.  Were  more  favorable  than  could 
have  been  expedled  from  the  condu<5t  of  the  adverfe 
party  *  ;  and  even  thofe  garrifons,  who,  obftinately 
rejecting  the  King's  order  as  obtained  on  the  condi- 
tion of  reftraint,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  extremities,  were  treated  with  humanity. 
And  thus  calmly,  through  the  mercy  of  the  viclor, 
finifhed  a  civil  war,  which,  by  the  vanquifhed  party, 
had  been  carried  on  for  the  fpace  of  four  years,  with 
great  animolity  and  cruelty. 

The  great-feal  having,  by  the  furrender  of  Oxford,^^ 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  parliament,  it  was  pub- 
licly broken  by  their  order  f ;  and  now,  by  the  feem- 
ing  compliant  difpofition  of  the  King  and  the  Scotclr 
commiffioners  (who  had  at  length  agreed  that  the 
propofitions  of  peace  fhould  be  fent  to  his  majefl}'v 
in  the  manner  the  Englifh  parliament  had  deter- 
mined  and  infifted  on  J)  the  face  of  affairs  began  to 

*  Contrary  to  the  conftant  cuftom  which  the  royalifts  had  ufed  m 
their  fuccefles,  the  articles  on  which  thcfe  towns  and  garrifons  were 
furrendered  were  t)bferved  by  the  army  under  Fairfax  with  the 
cxadeft  punftuality.     JVbitlock,     Rujhwortb. 

•f  With  the  great-feal  were  broken  the  feal  for  the  Court  of  Wards, 
the  Exchequer  feal,  and  the  feal  for  the  King*s-Bench. 

J  This  alfent  of  the  Scotch  commiirioners  to  the  fending  the  propo- 
fitions of  peace  was  with  provifo.  That  it  fliould  be  underilood  their 
concurrence  Ihould  be  without  prejudice  to  any  agreement  or  treaty 
between  the  kingdoms,  and  fhould  not  infringe  any  engagement  made 
10  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  nor  be  any  hindrance  to  their  infifting 
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Ann.  1646.    wear  an  hopeful  profpetft   of   returning  tranquillity. 

The  pariia-  Profp^rous  as  was  the  prefent  condition  of  the  parlia- 
ment, the  terms  they  offered  to  the  King  differed  not 
very  materially  from  thofe  which  had  been  before 
tendered  at  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge :  they  were  di- 
gefted  into  nineteen  propofitions,  and  fent  down  to 
Newcallle  by  the  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Suffolk,  Sir 
Walter  Erie,  Sir  John  Hippeflcy,  Mr.  Goodwin,  and 
Mr.  Robinfon  *.     To  do  the  Scots  juflice,  they  were 

upon  the  other  propofitions  which  they  had  already  made  known  to 
the  houfe.  The  material  objedion  which  the  Scots  made  to  the  par- 
liament's propofitions,  and  the  objedion  to  which  this  provifo  has 
reference,  was,  that  in  the  thirteenth  propofition  it  was  demanded  of 
the  King,  That  the  two  houfes  at  Weftminfter  (hould  have  the  com- 
mand of  all  the  forces  in  England  and  Ireland,  contrary,  they  faid,  to 
the  treaty  between  the  two  nations,  concluded  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
year  1643,  by  which  not  only  the  Scotch  army  in  Ireland,  but  the 
Britilh  troops,  were  to  be  commanded  by  the  officer  who  was  to  have 
the  chief  command  of  the  Scotch  forces.  The  parliament  of  Eng- 
land, who,  at  the  time  when  this  treaty  was  made,  trulled  the  Scots 
with  this  extraordinary  privilege  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
King's  creatures,  difowned  it  to  be  a  formal  treaty,  or  other  than  a 
temporary  conceffion  of  their  committee.  The  Scots  having  privately 
printed  the  papers  they  had  given  in  to  the  parliament  againft  the  pro- 
pofitions, with  a  fevere  preface,  they  were  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the 
hands  of  the  hangman.     Pari.  Hift,  vol.  XIV.  p.  320,  373,  i^  fe^. 

*  The  fubftance  of  the  nineteen  propofitions  fent  to  the  King. 
To  take  away  all  oaths  and  proclamations  againft  the  parliament 
and  their  adions :  To  fign  the  covenant,  and  an  ad  for  the  general 
taking  it :  To  pafs  an  adl  to  abolilh  biftiops,  &c.  To  confirm  the 
aflcmbly  :  That  religion  be  fettled  as  both  houfes  Ihould  agree  :  Unity 
and  uniJformity  of  religion  to  be  confirmed  by  an  a6b  :  An  aft  againft 
Jcfuits,  Papifts,  &c.  An  adt  for  educating  the  children  of  Papifts  in 
the  Proteftant  religion  :  For  penalties  againft  Papifts  :  Againft  faying 
of  mafs  :  The  like  for  Scotland,  as  that  kingdom  fhall  think  fit :  For 
the  due  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  day :  Againft  pluralities,  non-refi- 
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indefatigable  in  their  endeavors  to  bring  the  King  to  Ann.  1646. 
fuch  a  fenfc  of  his  fiiuation  as  fhould  incline  him 
to  give  the  parliament  full  fatisfacftion ;  but  the  In- 
dependents, who  feared  nothing  fo  much  as  a  con- 
juntflion  of  their  two  mortal  enemies,  the  cava- 
lier and  Prefbyterian  parties,  had  found  means  to 
flatter  the  fond  inclinations,  and  work  fo  flrongly 
upon  the  infincerity  and  ill  faith  of  the  King,  that, 
to  the  extreme  difappointment  and  vexation  of  the  ^j^^  j^j^ 
Scots,  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  srive  other  anfwer  refufesihc 

*  "  parliament's 

to  the  parliament's   propofitions,  than  that  he  would  propofitions. 

dents,  and  regulating  the  unlverfities,  on  the  fame  adt :  The  power 
of  the  militia  to  be  in  the  parliament  for  twenty  years :  The  like  for 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  with  power  to  raife  money,  and  to  ufe  the 
milida  according  to  the  exigence  of  circumftances :  The  privileges  of  the 
city  of  London,  as  to  their  militia,  to  be  confirmed  :  All  honors  and 
titles,  fince  the  great-feal  was  carried  from  the  parliament,  to  be  void ; 
and  no  peers  to  be  created  but  by  confent  of  the  two  houfes  of  par- 
liament :  To  confirm  the  treaty  between  England  and  Scotland,  and 
confervators  of  the  peace  to  be  appointed :  To  eftablilh  the  declara- 
tion of  both  kingdoms,  June  30,  164^,  with  the  different  quali- 
fications of  punifliment,  both  Englifh  and  Scots  :  To  make  void 
the  cefTation  in  Ireland ;  the  war  there  to  be  left  to  the  parlia- 
ment;  the  fame  religion  to  be  fettled  in  Ireland  as  in  England: 
The  militia  and  Tower  of  London  to  be  in  the  government  of  the 
city ;  their  charters  to  be  confirmed  ;  and  all  bye-laws  made  by  the 
corporation  to  carry  the  fame  authority  as  if  enaded  by  parlia- 
ment :  All  grants  and  procefles  under  the  parliament's  great-feal  to  be 
confirmed,  and  all  by  any  other  great-feal  to  be  void  :  The  fame  with 
regard  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland :  All  honors  granted  fince  the  ceflTa- 
tion  in  Ireland  to  be  void ;  and  the  chief  magiftrates  and  officers  of 
ftate  in  that  kingdom  to  be  nominated  by  the  two  houfes  of  the  par- 
liament of  England  :  That  the  parliament  of  Scotland  Ihall  have  the 
privilege  of  nominating  the  .chief  magiftrates  and  the  officers  of  ftate 
in  Scotland. 
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never  condefcend  to  what  was  abfolutely  deftruftivc 
to  that  juft  power,  which,  by  the  laws  of  God  and 
the  land,  he  was  born  to  ;  and  a  demand  to  be  fuf- 
fered  to  come  with  freedom,  honor,  and  fafety,  to 
fome  of  his  houfcs  near  London,  to  treat  with  his 
parliament  *. 

Severely  as  this  unhappy  prince  had  fuffered  by 
a  contrary  condiid,  he  had  not  yet  adopted  the  juft 
maxim,  "  That  honefty  and  fincerity  are  the  beft  po- 
licy." The  continual  vidim  to  his  own  duplicity, 
his  counfels  fludluated  with  every  flattering  appear- 
ance which  accident  or  the  intereft  of  faction  pre- 
sented :  at  one  time,  big  with  the  expeaation  of 
foreign  affiftance,  he  talked  in  a  high  ftrain  to  all 
parties ;  at  another,  meditating  an  efcape,  in  which 
he  was  difappointed  by  the  negligence  or  treachery 

^  •Burnet,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Hamiltons,  relates.  That  when 
in  the  lower  houfe  thanks  were  voted  to  the  commiffioners  who  had 
been  with  the  King,  a  member,  of  the  Independent  party,  faid.  They 
owed  more  thanks  to  the  King  than  to  any  body  :  That  a  Prefbyteriaa 
member  exclaiming,  «  What  will  become  of  us,  fince  the  Kina  rc- 
fufes  the  propofitions  ?"  he  was  anfwered  by  an  Independent,  "  Nay, 
what  would  have  become  of  us  if  he  had  granted  them  ?»  The  fame 
author  mforms  us.  That  when  the  King's  anfwer  to  the  parliament's 
propofitions  was  prefented  to  the  upper  houfe,  thofe  members  who 
were  the  beft  affe^ed  to  him  hung  down  their  heads  ;  that  the  anfwer 
was  fent  down  to  the  Commons  without  a  word  from  the  Peers ;  that 
there  it  met  with  the  fame  entertainment ;  and  that  in  the  debate 
which  enfued,  the  mfldeft  opinion  was.  That  the  King  fhould  be  kept 
a  prifoneri  fome  propofed  the  excluding  him  for  ever  from  the  go- 
vernment ;  and  that  it  was  thought  a  great  point  to  carry  the  preser- 
vation of  his  perfon,  according  to  the  covenant.  Burners  Memoirs  of 
the  Hamiltons,  p.  283,  ^  fe^.  309. 
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of  his  own  fcrvants,  he  appeared   indifferent  to   all  Ann.  1646. 
propofitions  :  now  difpirited  with  difappointment,  he  foL  *x"'!** 
endeavored  to  compound  with  the  Scots  for  a  tolera- g^J^^t's  Me- 
tion    of    epifcopacy,  and    to   join  heartily    with    the.T'"°^^^* 
rrelbytenans  m  the  perfecution  of  all  other  fcdls  and  p- 307. 
opinions  ;  then,  cajoled  by  the  Independents,  he  re- 
traded  all  his   conceffions  in  favor  of  Prefbytery.      It  Apology 
was     the     flattering    affurances     thefe     mortal    ene- 
mies to  his  power  and  government  had  at  this  time 
given  him,   which  made  him  deaf  to  the  unanfwer- 
able    arguments    the    Scotch  commiffioners  and    of- 
ficers, and   particularly   the    earl    of   Loudon,  urged 
for  his  abfolute  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the 
parliament  *      «  The  parliament,    faid    this    noble- 
man, are   poffeffed  of  your   majefly's    navy,  and   of 
all  the  forts,  garrifons,  and  flrong  holds  in  the  king- 
dom ;  they  are  now   in  fuch  a  pofture  for  flrength 
and    power,     as    to    be    enabled    to    do    what    they 
will,  both  in   church  and  flate  ;  whilft  fome  are  {o 
afraid,  others  fo  unwilling,   to  fubmit  themfelves  to 
your  majefly's   government,   that  they  defire  not  you 
nor  any  of  your  race  longer  to  reign  over   them; 
yet  the  people  are  fo  attached  to  monarchy,  that  fuch 
as  are  weary  of  your  majefly's  government,  dare  not 
attempt  to  caft  it  off,  till  once  they  fend  propofitions 
of  peace  to  your  majefly,  lefl  the  people  iliould  fall 
from  them  :  and  therefore  the  houfes  of  parliament 

*  The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  in  letters  from  London,  warned  the 
King,  That  the  defigns  of  the  Independents  were  the  ruin  of  mo- 
narchy, and  the  deftrudlion  of  his  perfon  and  pofterity ;  that  they 
only  meant  to  divide  him  from  his  parliament,  to  ruin  him  more  ef- 
fedually.     Burnet's  Memoirs  ef  the  Hamiltons,  p.  288,  ^  fe^, 

O  o  2  have 


284 

Ann.  1646. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

have  refolved  upon  the  propofitions  which  arc  ten- 
dered  to  your  majefty,  as  that  without  which  the 
kingdom  and  your  people  cannot  be  in  fafcty  j  and 
moll  part  of  the  people  think  there  cannot  be  a 
fafe  peace  on  any  other  terms.  Now,  Sir,  if  your 
majefty  (which  God  forbid)  Ihall  refufe  to  afTent  to 
the  propofitions,  you  will  lofe  all  your  friends,  and 
both  kingdoms  will  be  conftrained,  for  their  mutual 
fafety,  to  agree  and  fettle  religion  and  peace  without 
you  ;  which,  to  our  unfpeakable  grief,  will  ruin 
your  majefty  and  your  pofterity  ;  and  if  your  ma- 
jefty rejeiSt  our  faithful  advice,  who  defire  nothing 
on  earth  more  than  the  eftablifhment  of  your  ma- 
jefty's  throne,  and  lofe  England  by  your  wilfulnefs, 
your  majefty  will  not  be  permitted  to  come  and  ruin, 
Scotland.  Sir,  we  have  lain  our  hands  upon  our 
hearts,  we  have  afked  counfel  and  diredlions  from 
God,  and  have  had  our  moft  ferious  thoughts  about 
the  remedy ;  but  can  find  no  other  (as  affairs  fland 
for  the  prefent)  to  fave  your  crown  and  kingdoms, 
than  your  majefty^s  affenting  to  the  propofitions! 
We  dare  not  fay  but  they  are  higher  in  fome  things, 
if  it  were  in  our  power  and  option  to  remedy  it,  than 
we  do  approve  of  ;  but  when  we  fee  no  other  means 
for  curing  the  diftempers  of  the  kingdom,  and  clofing 
the  breach  between  your  majefty  and  your  parlia- 
ments, our  moft  humble  and  faithful  advice  is.  That 
your  majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  affent  to 
them,  as  the  beft  way  to  procure  a  happy  and  fafe 
peace ;  becaufe  your  majefty  ihall  thereby  have  many 
great  advantages  :  you  will  be  received  again  in  your 
parliament,  with  the  applaufe   and  acclamations   of 

your 
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your  people ;   by  your   royal   pfefence  your   friends  Ann.  1646. 
will    be   ftrengthened  ;  your  enemies   (who   fear  no- 
thing fo  much  as  the  granting  the   propofitions)   will 
be  weakened  ;  your  majefty  will  have  a  fit  opportu- 
nity to  offer  fuch  propofitions  as   you  iliall  in  your 
wifdom  judge  fit  for  the  crown  and  kingdom;  all 
armies  will  be   difbanded ;  and  your  people  finding 
the  fweet  fruits  of  your  peaceable  government,  your 
majefty  will   gain  their   hearts   and  affecflions  :  this 
will  be   your    ftrength  and   glory,  and   will  recover 
all  your  majefty  hath  loft  in   this  time   of  tempeft.. 
And  if  it  pleafe  God  fo  to  incline  your  royal  heart  to 
this    advice  of    your  humble   and   faithful   fervants, 
who,  next  to  the  honor  of  God,  eftecm  nothing  more 
precious  than  the  fafety  of  your  perfon  and  crown, 
our  adtions  fhall   quickly  make   it  appear  to  all  the 
world,  that  we  efteem  no  hazard  too  great  for  your 
majefty*s  fafety ;  and  that  we  are  willing  to  facrifice 
our  lives   and  fortunes   for  eftablilhing  your  throne,. 
And    now.  Sir,  we    proftrate  ourfelves    at    your  ma- 
jefty's  feet,  and  in  the  loweft  pofture  of  humility  do 
beg  that  your  majefty  may  in  the  end  grant  the  fuit 
of  your  moft  faithful  fervants,  who  have  no  private 
aims,  but  only  the  glory  of  God  and  the  fafety  of 
your  majefty's  perfon,  pofterity,    and    crown,  before 
our  eyes.      The  granting  our  defires  will  revive  our 
fainting    fpirits,  refrefh   our   fad    hearts,  which    are 
overwhelmed  and  like  to  break  with  forrow,  and  will 
turn  the    prayers   and    tears  of   many    thoufands   of 
your  people  in  praifes  to  God,  and  make  them  em- 
brace your  majefty  with  acclamations  of  joy  *.'* 

*  Lord  Clarendon  terms  this  earneft  exhortation  and  friendly  advice- 
"  a  rude  and  unmannerly  importunity."  Clar,  Hift,  vol.  III.  p.  28. 
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Ann.  164O.  The  cUfputcs  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which 
put«bet*«n  had  arifen  on  the  King  s  taking  refuge  in  the  Scotch 
mcr.rand" the  camp,  was  not  yet  determined,  neither  fide  having 
Scow.  openly    yielded    their    fcveral    claims.      The   Englifh 

parliament  maintained,  That  the  King,  being  in  Eng- 
land, was  comprehended  within  the  jurifdi6lion  of 
that  kingdom,  and  could  not  be  difpofed  of  by  a  fo- 
reign   nation  *.      The   Scots,  though    they    protefted 

•  In  this  difpute  it  was  afTerted  by  the  Englifh  and  allowed  by  the 
Scots,  That  the  perfon  of  the  King  was  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the  judg- 
ment of  parliament.  Mr.  Challoner,  a  member  of  the  Commons' 
houfe,  in  a  very  judicious  and  logical  difcourfe,  ihewed  the  plain  dif- 
tindion  between  the  office  and  perfon  of  the  King :  "  We  fhall  ac- 
knowledge, faid  he,  that  the  king  of  Scotland  being  taken  in  abfiraRo^ 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  •,  he  is  folely  and  totally  theirs.  God 
forbid  that  a  king  of  Scotland  going  out  of  his  kingdom  fhould  either 
make  Scotland  ceafe  to  be  a  kingdom,  or  give  any  participation  of 
intereft  to  that  country  where  he  doth  refide.  Let  his  perfon  refide 
in  the  fartheft  part  of  the  earth,  yet  the  royal  office  and  capacity  of 
the  King  refideth  fllU  in  Scotland  :  they  have  his  fword  to  do  juflicc 
by,  his  fceptre  to  fhew  mercy  by,  his  feal  to  confirm  what  they  pleafe 
by,  and  his  laws  to  govern  by.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  only  meant,  that  the 
King  is  never  under  years,  never  dies,  cannot  be  deceived,  can  neither 
do  wrong  or  take  wrong  of  any  body  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  we  fight  for 
King  and  parliament,  though  the  perfon  of  the  King  be  in  oppofition 
to  both.  They  fay,  continued  Mr.  Challoner,  that  by  virtue  of  the 
covenant  they  are  obliged  to  defend  the  King's  perfon  and  authority  : 
what  his  authority  is  in  Scotland  themfelves  bcft  know ;  but  you  are 
only  to  judge  of  it  in  England,  fince,  being  not  fubordinate  to  any 
power  on  earth,  there  is  no  power  under  Heaven  can  judge  you.  The 
covenant  ties  you  to  maintain,  in  the  firft  place,  the  rights  of  parlia- 
ment and  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom  j  and  in  the  fecond  place  the 
King's  perfon  and  authority,  and  that  only  in  defence  of  the  former, 
and  not  otherwife.  And  whereas  they  exped  the  King  fhould  be  re- 
ceived by  you  with  honor,  fafety,  and  freedom,  I  befeech  you,  Sir, 
confider  whether,  as  the  cafe  now  ftands,  his  reception  with  honor 
can  fland  with  the  honor  of  the  kingdom  -,  whether  his  fafety  be  not 
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againft  giving  Charles  refuge  in  Scotland,  as  a  mea-  Ann.  ,646. 
fure  deftrudtivc  to  the  peace  of  the  country  *,  yet,  as 
he  was  king  of  Scotland,  they  pretended  to  an  equal 
vote  with  the  Englifh  parliament  in  the  difpofal  of 
his  perfon  in  England.  Such  an  abfurd  pretenfion 
could  only  be  advanced  to  keep  the  King  as  a  pledge 
for  arrears  they  claimed  from  England,  and  which, 
in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  country  towards  them, 
they  were  not  likely  to  obtain  by  any  other  expedient  f. 

incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  whether  his 

freedom  be  not  inconfiflent  with  the  freedom  of  the  people.     I  pray. 

Sir,  take  heed  lefl  that  bringing  him  in  with  honor  you  do  not  dif- 

honor  yourfelf,  and  queflion  the  very  juflice  of  all  your  adions  ;  be 

wary  that  in  receiving  him  with  fafety  you  do  not  thereby  endanger 

and  hazard  the  commonwealth;  be  ad  vi  fed  left  in  bringing  him  home 

with  freedom  you  do  not  thereby  lead  the  people  of  England  into 

thraldom.     I  pray.  Sir,  firft  fettle  the  honor,  fafety,  and  freedom  of 

the  King,  fo  far  as  the  latter  may  ftand  with  the  former,  and  not 

otherwife."     Pari  Hiji.  vol.  XV.  p.  143,  ^  fe^, 

*  "  Since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  faid  Mr.  Challoner  in  the 
Commons'  houfe,  there  was  never  before  fuch  a  contention  about  the 
perfon  of  a  king.     The  Greeks  and  Trojans  did  contend  for  a  long 
time  m  fight  about  the  dead  body  of  Patrodus,  which  of  them  fhould 
have  It ;  but  here  is  not  a  contention  about  the  dead  body  of  a  pri- 
vate  man,  but  about  the  living  body  of  a  king :  neither  do  we  con. 
tend  as  they  did,  who  fhould  have  his  perfon,  but  here  you  do  contend 
as  far  as  I  conceive,  who  fhall  not  have  it.     Your  brethren  of  ScotI 
land  fay  pofitively  they  will  not  have  the  King's  perfon  upon  any  con- 
ditions  whatfoever.     It  is  now  about  fix  months  paft  that  you  voted 
m  this  houfe  the  demanding  of  the  King's  perfon,  but  the  Lords  then 
refufed  to  jom  with  you.     Ever  fince,  until  this  prefent,  you  yourfelf 
did  acquiclce,  as  if  you  had  repented  of  your  former  vote.     Now  he 
muft  be  put  upon  you,  and  with  fuch  terms  as  his  prefent  guardians 
pleafe  to  allow  of."     RuJhkvortK  vol.  VJ.  p.  '^■^c^. 

t  It  appears  evident,  that  the  Scots  Iiad  enticed  the  King  into  their 
army  with  the  intention  of  availing  themfelves  of  that  circumftance  to 
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They  were  fo  extravagant  in  their  demands  as  to 
bring  in  the  Englifli  their  debtors  for  the  enormous 
film  of  two  milhons  ;  but,  after  much  ahercation,  it 
was  at  length  agreed,  That  they  fliould  accept  of 
four  hundred  thoufiuid  pounds  in  lieu  of  all  de- 
mands, half  to  be  paid  in  prefent,  and  half  within 
the  twelvemonth  *. 


Refolution  of 
the  Scotch 


Though   it   was   apparent  that  the  Enelifh    never 

luc  obuicn  111 

parliament  to  would  liavc  parted  with  fo  confiderable  a  fum  witli- 

fleliver  up  the 


King. 


fccurc  the  payment  of  their  arrears ;  and  that  diough  they  did  not 
cxprefly  bind  themfelves  by  any  formal  covenant,  yet  that  they  gave 
him  general  alTurances  of  fupport  and  affiftance.  Clarendon  fays. 
That  in  proportion  as  Montreville  grew  diffident  of  their  perform- 
ances, they  kept  up  his  hopes  by  promifes  and  proteftations ;  that 
though  they  would  not  agree  to  the  King's  propofal  to  unite  their 
forces  to  his  friends  in  Scodand,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of 
Montrofe,  with  reference  only  to  the  perfon  of  that  nobleman,  yet  they 
aflfented  to  the  King's  employing  him  as  his  embaflador-extraordinary 
to  any  other  place  but  France  ;  and,  according  to  bilhop  Guthrie,  the 
lord  Balmerino,  on  his  arrival  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  reported 
to  the  committees  of  ftate  and  church.  That  the  matter  had  been 
handled  with  fuch  (kill  and  fuccefs,  that  he  was  confident  the  next 
advertifement  would  give  an  account  of  his  majefty's  being  with  the 
Scotch  army      Clar.  Hift.  vol.  III.  p.  14,  ^  fe^.     Guthrie's  Memoirs^ 

•  One  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  the  fum  which  the  Commons 
at  firft  voted  for  immediate  payment,  and  another  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  for  after  paymcat  •,  but  on  the  repeated  refufal  of  the 
Scots  to  accept  it  in  lieu  of  their  demands,  the  Prefbyterian  party  in 
padiament,  with  great  difficulty,  carried  firft  the  addition  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand,  and  then  of  the  fecond  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
The  Scots  demanded  fecurity  on  the  bifliops  lands  for  the  payment  of 
the  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  arrears,  but  the  parliament  re- 
fufed  to  give  other  fecurity  than  the  public  faith.  Pari  Hift.  vol.  XV. 
p.  64,  76,  88,  Zi6yi^feq. 
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out  they  had  been  previoufly  afTured  that  the  Scots  A""-  »^4^- 
would  deliver  up  the  King,  yet  this  people  pretended, 
and  their  friends  the  Englifh  Prefbyterians  complied 
with  their  delicacy,  to  make  the  eftimation  and  pay- 
ment of  arrears  appear  a  quite  different  tranfadion 
from  that  for  the  delivery  of  the  King's  perfon.  The 
Scotch  parliament  once  voted,  That  the  King  fhould  Guthrie-. 
be  protedled,  and  his  liberty  infilled  on  ;  but  on  the  ^^"'°^"- 
news  arriving  at  Edinburgh  that  the  Englifh  had  con- 
fented  to  pay  down  fo  large  a  fum  as  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  the  former  refolution  was  retradled 
and  the  parliament  refolved,  That  his  majefly  Ihould 
be  defired  to  grant  the  whole  propofitions,  and,  in 
cafe  of  refufal,  the  certifications  given  to  his  majefly 
ihould  be  put  in  execution ;  viz.  to  fecure  the  king- 
dom without  him  ;  to  declare  that  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland  could  not  lawfully  engage  themfelves  for 
his  majefly,  he  not  taking  the  covenant,  fatisfying  as 
to  religion,  &c.  &c.  and  that  they  would *not  admit 
him  to  come  to  Scotland  unlefs  he  gave  a  fatisfadlory 
anfwer  to  the  whole  propofitions  lately  prefented  to 
him  in  the  name  of  both  kingdoms  *.  When  the 
intelligence  of  the  final  refolution  of  the  Scotch  na- 
tion to  deliver  him  up  w^as  brought  to  the  King,  he 
difpatched  another  mefifage  to  both  houfes  at  Wefl- 
minfler,  repeating  his  defire  to  come  to   London,  or 

*  The  day  after  the  refolution  in  favor  of  the  King  had  palTed  the 
Scotch  parliament,  the  general  afiembly  fent  in  a  paper,  termed,  "  A 
Seafonable  Warning  to  all  Eftates  and  Degrees  of  Perfons  throughout 
the  Land  j"  in  which  the  forfaking  the  covenant,  and  taking  any  flep 
towards  a  breach  with  England,  was  reprefented  as  a  heinotis  crime. 
Rujljwortb^  vol.  VL  p.  391. 
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Ann.  1646.  any  of  his  houfes  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  capi- 
tal, upon  the  public  faith  and  fecurity  of  parliament 
and  the  Scotch  commifTioners  that  he  fhould  be  there 
with  honor,  freedom,  and  fafety,  in  order,  he  faid^ 
to  the  clearing  up  his  doubts  *.  On  this  meflage,  af- 
ter fome  altercation  between  the  Lords  and  Commons^ 
whether  the  place  of  his  majefty's  refidence  ihould  be 
Newmarket  in  Cambridgefliire  or  Holdcnby  in  North- 
amptonfliire,  it  was  refolved,  according  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  Commons,  in  favor  of  the  latter  t» 

The  debates  which  had  hitherto  fubfifled  between 
the  Scotch  commifTioners  and  the  two  houfes  at  Weft- 

•  At  the  very  time  the  King  was  making  this  application  to  the 
houfe,  a  plot  was  difcovered  which  he  had  formed  for  the  efcape  of 
the  duke  of  York,  whom  his  majefty  had  defigned  to  fend  to  Ireland^ 
but  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  parliament  on  the  furrender 
of  Oxford.     H^bitlock,  p.  235.     State  Letters  by  Carte. 

t  On  the  6xft  intelligence  of  the  King's  having  taken  refuge  among 
the  Scots,  thelCommons  paiTcd  one  vote.  That  the  perfon  of  the  Kino- 
fhould  be  difpofed  of  to  fuch  place  within  the  kingdom  as  the  parlia^ 
ment  fhould  appoint ;  and  another,  That  Warwick-Caftle  Ihould  be 
the  place  appointed.  High  words  had  arifen  between  the  two  houfes, 
on  the  Lords  refufing  their  concurrence  to  this  vote  :  Sir  John  Evelyn, 
one  of  the  managers  for  the  Commons,  intimated  to  the  Lords  in  a 
conference.  That  if  their  lordfhips  did  not  agree  with  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  that  houfe  would  put  their  votes  in  execution  without 
their  concurrence.  The  Lords  complained  that  this  was  contrary  to 
their  privileges,  and  a  kind  of  threat  to  exclude  their  order  out  of  the 
IcgiQature.  The  Commons  juftified  their  member  by  vote,  and  told  the 
Lords,  That  though  his  words  had  imported  the  fenfe  which  their 
lordlhips  had  put  upon  them,  yet  that  they  (the  Commons)  could  not 
decline  to  do  their  parts  in  cafes  of  neceflity  which  concerned  the 
general  good  of  the  kingdom.  This  is  not  the  firft  precedent  noticed 
in  this  Hiftory  of  the  fame  kind  of  fpirit  (hewn  by  the  Commons.  Jour- 
nals of  Commons^  May  13,  16.    Pari  Htft,  vol.  XIV.  p.  385,  (J  f,q. 
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minfler,  concerning  the  difpofal  of  the  King's  perfon,  Ann.  1646. 
were  entirely  put  an  end  to  by  the  arrival  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of   the  Scotch  parliament  ;   and  nothing  now 
remained  to  be  fettled  between  the  two  nations  but 
the  adjufling  the  payment  of  the  firfl  moiety  of  the 
four  hundred   thoufand  pounds  which  the  Scots  had 
agreed  to  accept,  and  the  evacuation   of  the  Englifh 
garrifons  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Scots.     Hollages 
were  given  on  both  fides  for  the  fulfilling  thefe  feve- 
ral  purpofes ;  and  a  committee  (confifling  of  the  earls 
of  Pembroke   and  Denbigh,  the  lord  Montague,  Sir 
John   Cooke,  Sir  Walter  Erie,  Sir  John  Holland,  Sir 
James     Harrington,     Mr.    Crew,     and    major-general 
Brown)  was  appointed  to  receive  the  King  from  the 
Scots,  with  inftrudlions   to  keep  him  clofe  prifoner, 
and  to  fend   to   the  general   Fairfax  for  what  forces 
were  neceflary  for  that  purpofe.     At   Newcaftle,  on  The  King 
the  thirtieth  of   January,    1646-7,  the  parliament's  f^f'^^;;^^^^^'^^'' 
commifTioners  received  the  King  from  the  Scots,  and  '^«  pari.r*^ 
conduced  him  with  a  ftrong  guard    to   Holdenby  ;  SnerT 
and  on  the  fame  day,  to  the  inexpreffible  fatisfadion 
of  the   northern  counties,  who  had  long,  from  the 
free-quartering  of  the  Scotch  army,  endured  the  ut- 
mod   oppreflion    and   vexation,  thefe    auxiliaries    fet 
forward  on  their  return  to  their  own  country. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer  1646,  whilft  the  Death  and 
King  remained  in  the  Scotch  army  at  Newcaftle,  died  ^^l'""^^'  "^ 
the  parliament's  difcarded  general,  Robert  Devereux,  Efe'  "* 
earl  of  EiTex.      By  the  republicans,  to  whofe  views'  wood's 
and  intentions  he  was  a  determined  enemy,  his  death  ^''^^l^ 
was  regarded  as  an  aufpicious  omen ;  by  the  royalifts,  Biographia 
whofe  caufe,  when  in  the  meridian  of  his  power  and  ^"'''"''"' 
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Ann.  .646.  popularity,  he  never  heartily  hated,  and  whofe  caufe; 
on  the  difgufts  he  had  received  from  the  prevalent 
faction,  he  began  to  love  *,  his  death  was  regretted  as 
a  particular  and  important  lofs  f  :  whilfl  by  the  Pref- 
byterians,  the  nobility,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
gentry,  it  was  lamented  as  a  decifive  flroke  of  ad- 
verfe  fortune.  To  poflefs  the  fpoils  of  an  enemy,  to 
feat  themfelves  on  the  throne  of  tyranny,  without 
any  defign  to  reform  the  oppreflive  principles  of  the 
conllitution,  was  the  only  end  for  which  this  fadion 
had  entered  into  hoftilities  with  the  King  ;  an  end 
which  might  have  been  completely  obtained,  had 
the  war  been  brought  to  a  conclufion  within  the  firfl 
three  years  of  its  period :  but  this  ev^nt,  which 
would  have  put  all  things  in  the  power  of  the  fac- 
tion, was  poftponed  by  the  crafty  yet  miftaken  po- 
licy of  thofe  whom  they  had  entrufled  with  the  mi-r 

•  After  the  vote  for  new- modelling  the  army  had  paffed  both  houfes, 
we  find  the  name  of  Eflcx  in  all  the  protefta  againft  popular  refolu- 
tions.     Pari,  Hift, 

t  «  The  Prefbyterian  party,   fays  Clarendon,  finding  themfelves 
fupcrior  in  the  two  houfes,  would  without  doubt  have  attempted  to 
new-model  the  army,  if  it  had  not  plcafed  God  to  have  taken  away  the 
carl  of  Eflex,  who  died  in  a  time  when  he  might  have  been  able  to 
have  undone  much  of  the  mifchief  he  had  formerly  wrought,  to  which 
he  had  great  inclinations;  and  had  indignation  enough  for  the  indig- 
nities himfelf  had  received  from  the  ungrateful  parliament,  and  won- 
derful apprehenfion  and  deteftation  of  the  ruin  he  faw  likely  to  befal 
both  King  and  kingdom  j  and  it  is  very  probable,  confidering  the 
prefent  temper  of  the  city  at  that  time,  and  of  the  two  houfes*,  he 
might,  if  he  had  lived,  have  given  fome  check  to  the  fury  which  pre- 
vailed.     But,  continues  this  fuperftitious  writer,  God  would  not  fuf- 
fer  a  man,  who,  out  of  the  pride  and  vanity  of  his  nature,  rather  than 
the  wickednefs  of  his  heart,  had  been  made  an  inftrument  of  fo  much 
mifchief,  to  have  any  (hare  in  fo  glorious  a  work."     Clar,  Hiji.  vol.  UI. 
p.  32,  13  feti. 
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litary  command.  In  the  foremofl  rank  of  thefe  was  Ann.  1646/ 
the  earl  of  Eflex,.  who,  to  avoid  an  entire  conqueft 
over  the  King,  had  well  nigh  ruined  the  caufe  of  Li- 
berty and  the  commonwealth,  had  made  a  trade  of 
war,  and  fported  with  the  blood  of  his  countrymen, 
till  the  lingering  contention  gave  power  and  numbers 
to  a  party,  whofe  views  of  reformation  were  as  op- 
pofite  to  the  interells  and  deligns  of  the  Prefbyterians, 
as  was  the  eftablifhed  power  of  the  monarchy  and. 
the  prelacy. 

The  opportunities  with  which  Eflex  was  favored> 
had  his  dull  ambition  been  quickened  by  fpirit  and 
tempered  with  judgment,  had  raifed  him  to  the 
highefl:  pinnacle  of  his  mofl:  afpiring  wiflies :  In  his 
perfon  had  concentered  the  reputation  of  Fairfax  and 
the  influence  of  Cromwell ;  in  his  power  it  would 
have  been  to  have  preferved  at  leafl:  the  forms  of  mo- 
narchy with  the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  and  to 
have  efl:ablilhed  Prefljytery.  Thefe  were  the  purpofes 
of  the  fav5lion,  and  to  thefe  ends  both  the  fenate  and 
the  army  would  have  concurred,  had  the  King  been 
reduced  low  enough  to  accept  the  conditions  ;  but  J 
the  mean  jealoufy  which  Eflex  had  entertained  of  the 
popular  intereft,  a  too-anxious  care  of  prcferving  his 
importance  and  the  importance  of  his  order,  occa- 
fioned  the  lofs  of  both  ;  and  the  parliament,  at  the 
end  of  a  four  years  continued  war,  after  having 
thrown  away  repeated  opportunities  of  conqueft,  after 
having  more  than  once  found  themfelves  on  the 
brink  of  deftruc^ion,  after  having  in  vain  laviflied 
away  the  almoll-exhauftcd  treafure  of  their  partizansj 
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Ann.  1646.    were  rather  in  a  fituation  to  receive  than  to  impofc 
conditions.     The  King  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  garrifons  of  the  kingdom,  and,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  opinion,  flood  a  fair  chance  for  com- 
plete vidiory.     It  was  now  no  longer  the  feafon  for 
dallying :  the  principle  of  fafety  was  fuperior  to  other 
confiderations  ;   the  paffion  of  fear  for  fome  time  got 
the  better  of  bigotry  and  the  love  of  power  ;   and  the 
new-modelling  the  army  was  a  meafure  of  neceffity, 
to  which    all  parties   readily   fubmitted.      The  fupe- 
riority  the  republicans  gained  by  the  alteration  is  al- 
ready apparent  ;  whilfl  the  earl  of  ElTex,  inflead  of 
reaping  the  glory  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  to 
the  fatisfadion  of  that  party  by  whom   he  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  fupreme  command,  was  totally  dif- 
carded   from   the    fervice    of   the    public,  and    con- 
ftrained  to  give  place  to  the  rifing  fortunes  of  a  TOore 
adive  rival. 

It  is  obferved  by  his  cotemporary  the  earl  of  Cla- 
rendon, That  EiTex  was  rather  driven  into  oppofition 
by  the  repeated  ill  ufage  he  had  received  from  the 
court  *,  than  by  any  particular  affedlion  for  the  free- 

•  James  had  (hewn  himfelf  a  warm  partfzan  againft  Effcx  in  a  do- 
meftic  concern  of  the  moft  tender  and  delicate  nature  ;  and  on  finding 
his  name  among  the  lift  of  petitioners  againft  Irifti  peerages,  exprefTed 
againft  him  a  particular  and  petulant  refentment.  *»  Into  the  royal 
prefence  (fays  Wilfon,  his  domeftic  fervant)  the  earl  of  Eflex  came 
but  feldom,  perceiving  that  he  was  not  very  agreeable  to  the  King . 
which  was  attributed  to  the  roughnefs  of  his  deportment,  and  his  af- 
fefting  the  manner  and  garb  of  a  foldier."  By  all  accounts,  Eflex 
met  with  the  fame  difcouraging  treatment  from  the  fon  as  he  had  re- 
ceived  from  the  father :  Sir  Philip  Warwick  fays,  That  he  was  a 

man 
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dom  of  the  conftitution ;  and  this  opinion  ap*pcars  to  a„„.  ,646. 
be  well   grounded   by  the   aftivity  the  earl  fhewed 
againft  the  Scots  in  their  firft  invafion.     It  is  obvious 
tliat  had  the  other  chief  officers  employed  in  this  ex- 
pedition afted  with  the  fame  fmcerity  and   zeal,  the 
Scots  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  tamcft  fubmif- 
fion,  and  the   King's   tyranny  fully   eftabliflied  over 
both  nations :  nor  was  it  any  backwardnefs  in  Eflex, 
but  the  moft  prepofterous  folly  in  the  court,  that  he 
who  had  the  chara<5ter  of  being  the  moft  experienced 
foldier  of  the  age,  that  he  who  had  executed  with  the 
utmoft  punftuality  his  former  truft,  was  not  put  at 
the  head  of  the  fecond  expedition   againft  the  Scots, 
and  thus  rendered  the  inftrument  of  deftruftion  of 
the  liberties   of  both   countries  *.     It  is  more  ihaa 

man  much  difobliged  «  court ,  that  the  court  was  not  artificial  enough 
to  make  that  nght  ufe  of  him  which  his  intereft  amongft  the  foldiers. 
and  h,s  plain  blunt  Englifh  nature,  might  have  been  formed  into  by  a 
feemmg  confequence.  Clarendon  fays.  He  had  no  ambition  of  title» 
of  office,  or  preferment,  but  only  to  be  kindly  looked  upon  and 
k.ndly  fpoken  to  and  quietly  to  enjoy  his  own  fortune,  mifin's 
ajlory  of  Great  Brttain,  p.  736.  War-Kick's  Memoirs  of  Charles  the 
ttrft,  p.  130.     Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion. 

*  Eflex    with  a  part  of  the  army,  had  orders  to  advance  to  Ber- 
wick i  and  jn  his  march  thither  he  met  with  feveral  Scotch  noblemen, 
who  pretending  to  be  well  afFeSed  to  the  King,  informed  him  of  the 
great  Itrength  of  their  countrymen,  of  their  march  towards  England 
and  of  the  hazard  he  muft  run  in  attacking  them  with  fo  inconf.dlrable 
a   force      The   earl   heard    them,    quickened   his  march,   took  pof- 
fetr.on  of  Berwick,  found  the  Scots  had   in  reality  hardly  any  forces 
and  if  the  King  had  fent  him  proper  orders,  fays  one  of  his  biocrra' 
phers    he  would  have  marched  on  to  Edinburgh,  and  reduced   That 
people  to  their  duty.     «  The  Scots,  upon  the  approach  of  the  King's 
army,  fays  the  fame  writer,  addrefled  themfelves  to  the  Kin<»'s  gene- 
rals, and  efpecially  to  the  e.-;rl   of  Efle.x,  with  great  humifityT  the 
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probable,  that  the  after- patrioiifm  of  his  charadler 
was  determined  by  this  mortifying  neglect:,  with  the 
being  haughtily  rcfufcd  a  favor  he  had  folicited  *. 
We  find  him  among  the  lill  of  thofe  who  petitioned 
ihe  King  to  call  a  parliament  to  fettle  the  difputes  in 
quellion  ;  and  as  the  popular  party  left  no  pains  nor 
ilattery  unpraclifed  to  gain  him  entirely  to  their  in- 
tereft,  he  became  of  confequence  enough  to  be  among 
thofe  whom  the  King,  in  his  flate  of  humiliation, 
endeavored  to  corrupt  by  the  lucre  of  office.  The 
earl  of  EiTex,  with  other  popular  lords,  was  fworn 
of  the  King's  privy-council  in  the  year  i  640  ;  and  in 
1641  the  chamberlain's  flafF  was  taken  from  the  earl 
of  Pembroke,  with  whom  the  King  was  highly  dif- 
pleafcd,  and  conferred  on  the  earl  of  Eflex.  In  this 
capacity.  Clarendon  fays,  he  would  have  forfaken  his 
party  and  attended  the  King  to  Hampton-court,  had 
he  not  been  afTured  by  the  earl  of  Holland  that  there 
was  a  delign  laid  to  aflaffinate  him.  The  angry  mea- 
fure  which  by  the  queen's  influence  was  executed  of 

other  two  received  their  applications  kindly  enough  *,  but  Eflex  be- 
haved with  becoming  dignity,  fent  their  letters  to  the  King,  and  when 
his  majefly  was  prevailed  upon  to  liften  to  an  accommodation,  refufed 
to  have  any  concern  in  it,  or  fo  much  as  to  receive  the  vifits  of  the 
Scotch  commiflioners,  till  the  pacification  was  figned.  When  there 
was  no  farther  occafion  for  his  fervice,  he  was  difmifled  rather  with 
coldnefs  than  civility,  and  in  the  fecond  expedition  againft  the  Scots 
was  not  offered  any  command."     Biograpbia  Britnnnica. 

•  On  the  wardendiip  of  Needwood-Foreft,  which  was  clofe  to  the 
carl  of  Eflex's  houfe  at  Chartly,  becoming  void  by  the  death  of  the 
lord  Afton,  the  carl  folicited  the  poft,  "  and  was  refufed  it,  fays  Cla- 
rendon, in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could  not  avoid  taking  it  as  an 
affront." 
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depriving  him  of  his  office,  with  the  infults  which  An«.  1646. 
on   his  domellic  misfortunes   were  flung  on  him  by 
the  court  *,  rivetted  his  refcntnicnt ;   and   this,  with 
an  ambition  which  he  had  early  imbibed,  of  fhiiiing 
in  a  military  capacity,  induced  him  to  accept  of  the 
parliament  the  honor  of  heading  the  army  they  had 
raifed  againft  Popilli  and  prelatical  influence.     EfTex 
had  now  pafTed  the  Rubicon,  and  was  declared  a  traitor 
in  form  f  ;  and    though  he   appears  to  have  had  a 
fufficient  knowledge  of  the  implacability  of  the  fadion 
he  oppofed,  and  the  ruin  which  would  enfue  to  him- 
felf  and  his  party  if  overcome  by  the  King,  yet,  from 
the  motives  already  fpecified,  notwithftanding  all  the 
encouragement    the   parliament  gave   him,  he  could 
never  be  brought  to  aft  otherwife  than  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  ;  and,  by  playing  often  into  the  hands_of  the 
enemy,  had  very  near  loft  the  whole  game.-i-In  the 
abfurd  and   mifchievous  conduct;  of  Eflex   is  (KTcover* 
able  the  venom  which  lies  in  political  diftinc^ions  5 
•that  an  individual  thus  invidioufly  adorned  is  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  ftrcngth  of  his  felfifli  aflec^ions;, 
detached  from  the  true  interefls  of  fociety  j  and  that 

:  •  Anthony  Wood  hints  this  in  vol.  11.  p.  94,  of  his  Hiftory  of 
Oxford  Writers;  and,  in  p.  97,  exclaims,  «  Happy  had  it  been,  in 
all  probability  not  lefs  for  King  Charles  than  this  earl,  had  either  his 
ladies  found  fewer  or  he  more  friends  at  court !"  Clarendon  fays; 
That  the  wavering  politics  of  Effex  became  fixed  on  its  being  repeated 
to  him  what  the  King  and  queen  had  formerly  faid  of  him,  and  by 
frelh  intelligence  procured  from  York  of  what  the  King  then  thought 
of  him.     Clar.  Hijf.  vol.1,  p.  372.  °i 

t  The  King  not  only  declared  Eflex  a  traitor,  but  refufed  to  re- 
ceive the  parliament's  firft  application  for  peace,  becaufe  delivered'  by 
his  hand.  .  .  .1 
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Ann.  1646.  probable,  that  the  after- pa trioiifm  of  his  character 
was  determined  by  this  mortifying  neglect,  with  the 
being  haughtily  rcfufcd  a  favor  lie  had  folicited  *. 
We  £Ln(i  him  among  the  lift  of  thofe  who  petitioned 
the  King  to  call  a  parliament  to  fettle  the  difputes  in 
qiiellion  ;  and  as  the  popular  party  left  no  pains  nor 
ilattery  unpraclifcd  to  gain  him  entirely  to  their  in- 
tereft,  he  became  of  confequence  enough  to  be  among 
ihofe  whom  the  King,  in  his  flate  of  humiliation, 
endeavored  to  corrupt  by  the  lucre  of  office.  The 
carl  of  Ellex,  with  other  popular  lords,  was  fworn 
of  the  King's  privy- council  in  the  year  i  640  ;  and  in 
1641  the  chamberlain's  ftafF  was  taken  from  the  earl 
of  Pembroke,  with  whom  the  King  was  highly  dif- 
pleafcd,  and  conferred  on  the  earl  of  Eflex.  In  this 
capacity.  Clarendon  fays,  he  would  have  forfaken  his 
party  and  attended  the  King  to  Hampton-court,  had 
he  not  been  affured  by  the  carl  of  Holland  that  there 
was  a  defign  laid  to  aflaffinate  him.  The  angry  mea- 
furc  which  by  the  queen's  influence  was  executed  of 

other  two  received  their  applications  kindly  enough  -,  but  Eflex  be- 
haved with  becoming  dignity,  fent  their  letters  to  the  King,  and  when 
his  majefty  was  prevailed  upon  to  liften  to  an  accommodation,  refufed 
to  have  any  concern  in  it,  or  fo  much  as  to  receive  the  vifits  of  the 
Scotch  commiflloners,  till  the  pacification  was  figned.  When  there 
was  no  farther  occafion  for  his  fervice,  he  was  dilmifled  rather  with 
coldnefs  than  civility,  and  in  the  fecond  expedition  againfl  the  Scots 
was  not  offered  any  command."     Biograpbia  Britannica. 

*  On  the  wardenfliip  of  Needwood-Foreft,  which  was  clofe  to  the 
carl  of  EflTex's  houfe  at  Chartly,  becoming  void  by  the  death  of  the 
lord  Afton,  the  earl  folicited  the  poft,  "  and  was  refufed  it,  fays  Cla- 
rendon, in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could  not  avoid  taking  it  as  an 
affront." 
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depriving  him  of  his  office,  with  the  infults  which  Ana.  1646. 
on   his  domellic   misfortunes   were  flung  on  him  by 
the  court  *,  rivetted  his  refcntment ;  and   this,  with 
an  ambition  which  he  had  early  imbibed,  of  fliiiiing 
in  a  military  capacity,  induced  him  to  accept  of  the 
parliament  the  honor  of  heading  the  army  they  had 
raifed  againfl  Popilli  and  prelatical  influence.     Efl^ex 
had  now  paffed  the  Rubicon,  and  was  declared  a  traitor 
in   form  f  j   and    though  he   appears  to  have   had  a 
fufficient  knowledge  of  the  implacability  of  the  faAion 
he  oppofed,  and  the  ruin  which  would  enfue  to  hira- 
felf  and  his  party  if  overcome  by  the  King,  yet,  from 
the  motives  already  fpecified,  notwithftanding  all  the 
encouragement    the   parliament  gave   him,  he  could 
never  be  brought  to  ad:  otherwife  than  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  ;   and,  by  playing  often  into   the  hands_of  the 
enemy,  had  very  near  loft  the  whole  game.4-In  the 
abfurd  and   mifchievous  conducH;  of  Eflfex  is  cnTcovcr^ 
able  the  venom  which  lies  in  political  diftindions  5 
•that  an  individual  thus  invidioufly  adorned  is  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  ftrength  of  his  felfifh  aflTeaions, 
detached  from  the  true  interefts  of  fociety  ;  and  that 

*  Anthony  Wood  hints  this  in  vol.  II.  p.  94,  of  his  Hiftory  of 
Oxford  Writers;  and,  in  p.  92,  exclaims,  "  Happy  had  it  been,  in 
all  probability  not  lefs  for  King  Charles  than  this  earl,  had  either  his 
ladies  found  fewer  or  he  more  friends  at  court !"  Clarendon  fays^ 
That  the  wavering  politics  of  Eflex  became  fixed  on  its  being  repeated 
to  him  what  the  King  and  queen  had  formerly  faid  of  him,  and  by 
frefh  intelligence  procured  from  York  of  what  the  King  then  thought 
of  him.     Clar,  Hift.  vol.1,  p.  372.  °) 

t  The  King  not  only  declared  Eflex  a  traitor,  but  refufed  to  re- 
ceive the  parliament's  firft  application  for  peace,  becaufe  deliverecT  by 
his  hand.  -  .  i 
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Ann.  1646.    the  virtues   of  humanity  never  rife  high  enough  to 
combat  the  temptations  of  ariftocratic  privilege. 

According  to  the  vulgar  fenfe  of  honor,  the  earl 
of  EiTex  is  by  all  parties  in  that  article  allowed  to  be 
very  pun^iilious  *.  He  had  a  ferious  turn  of  mind  ; 
and  the  little  encouragement  he  received  from  the 
court,  with  the  tafl.e  he  had  imbibed  for  martial  ex* 
ercifes,  occafioned  him  to  avoid  that  circle  of  diffi- 
pated  folly,  and  to  devote  his  time  to  military  em- 
ployment, and  fludious  retirement.  He  ferved  one 
campaign  in  the  Palatine,  and  four  in  the  Dutch 
fervice ;  attended  lord  Wimbledon  in  the  charafter  of 
vice-admiral,  in  the  unfuccefsf ul  expedition  to  Cadiz,  in 
the  year  1625;  and  was  appointed  to  the  fame  com- 
mand in  the  fleet  which  Charles  fitted  out  againft  the 
Dutch,  in  the  year  162s-  On  the  return  from  thefe 
expeditions,  he  immediately  repaired  to  his  feat  of 
Chartley-Caftle  in  Staffordfhire,  or  to  the  country  re- 
tirements of  one  or  other  of  his  nearefl  friends  and  re- 
lations ;  where,  in  the  rural  recreations  of  hunting  and 
hawking,  the  exhibition  of  maiks  and  plays,  with  the 
more  philofophical  exercifes  of  reading  and  learned 
converfation,  he  divided  his  time  till  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  in  i  640,  called  him  to  an  ad:ive  fcene 
of  public  buiineiSs. 

The  earl  of  Effex  was  born  in  the  year  i  s  92  ;  re- 
ceived his   education  at  the  fchool  of  Eton  and  the 

•  His  conduct,  in  the  important  truft  with  which  he  was  veiled  by 
Kb  countrymen,  is  plainly  contrary  to  the  juft  principles  of  honor. 

uni- 
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Tiniverfity  of  Oxford  ;  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  fent  Ann.  1646. 
to  travel  for  his  farther  improvement ;  and  returned, 
at  the  end  of  four  years,  with  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  mod  accomplillied  noblemen  of  his  time. 
In  his  early  youth  he  was  contracted  to  the  lady 
Frances  Howard  ;  but  this  match  being  diflblved 
by  divorce,  he  afterwards  wedded  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Paulet,  daughter  to  Sir  William  Paulet,  a  natural  fon 
of  the  marquis  of  Winchefter  :  equally  unhappy  in 
this  as  in  his  firfl  marriage,  he  had  again  recourfe  to 
the  expedient  of  divorce  *,  to  get  rid  of  the  fecond 
yoke  he  had  unadvifedly  fubmitted  to  ;  and  from 
this  period  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  a  matrimonial 
flate.  He  left  no  furviving  iffue  ^  and  died  of  a  fud- 
<len  and  violent  illnefs,  which  he  had  contradled  from 
having  over-heated  himfelf  in  a  flag-chace,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  September  1646  f — The  Prefbyterian 
fa(5lion,  whofe  intereft  in  the  two  houfes  was  yet 
powerful  and  prevalent,  paid  on  this  occafion  the 
higheft  honors  to  their  leader :  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, with  a  great  number  of  military  officers  and 
gentlemen  of  diftindion,  accompanied  him  to  the 
grave  ;  and  his  funeral  was,  at  the  charge  of  the 
public,  celebrated  with  the  higheft  magnificence  and 
expence. 

•  This  fecond  divorce  was  obtained  on  the  plea  of  adulter)-  by  his 
wife. 

-|-  After  he  had  lain  down  his  commifllon,  he  retired  in  great  dif- 
content  to  a  feat  of  his  in  Kent,  called  Eltham-Houfe  -,  and  refufed 
•with  fcorn  the  compliment  the  parliament  paid  him,  in  voting  him  to 
t)c  made  a  duke.    Wood's  Athena  Oxonienfts,  vol,  II.  p.  94. 
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Rancor  between  the  Prejbytcrians  and  Independents, Mutiny 

of  the  army. Proceedings  of  the  parliament  and  the  army^ 

rbe  King  feized  by  Joice. rumults. rbe  army 

marches  to  London. The  two  fpeakers  and  oth'er  members 

.    of  both  houfes  -withdraw  from  the  parliament^  and  demand  the 

proteaion  of  the  army. ^he feeding  members  refume  their 

places  in  both  houfes, r he  parliament  repeal  their  proceed^ 

ings  againjl  the  army, The  army  cajole  the  King, He 

•Flies  from  the  army, 

—The  King  again  re- 

Is  refrained  from  his 

•Declaration 


refufes  the  parliament's  propoftions.- 
and  takes  refuge  in  the  IJle  of  Wight, 
fufes  the  parliaments  propoftions, — 
former  liberty. Vote  of  No  more  addreffes. 


againjl  the  King Different  intrigues  of  the  King. 

An..  ,646.    np  HOUGH  mutual  animofity  had  fubfifled  between 

-■-      the   Prefbyterians   and  Independents  from   the 

firft  period   of  the  latter  having  formed   themfelves 

into  a  diftindt  party,  yet   (a  few  individuals  excepted) 

they  had   hitlierto  a<5led  with  a   feeming  cordiality, 

and  with  equal  vigor  againft  the   common  enemy  • 

but  now  that  the  power  of  their  arms  had   gained  a 

-    complete    conqueft    over     the    royalift    faction,     that 

Rancor  be-   hatred  which  fear  had  for  fome  time  fupprefTed  fliewed 

Prefbyterians  ^"elt  With  a  raucor  morc  virulent  than  either  party 

a^a^ndepen-had,  in  the    courfc    of  the   war,  manifefted   againft 

Papift   or  epifcopalian.     The   felf  denying  ordinance 

was,  from  its  firil  commencement,  violated  in  favor 
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of  one  or  two  popular  officers,  who  were  of  the  In-  Ann.  1646. 
dependent  party  * ;  and  when  the  intentions  of  this^ 
body  were  anfwered  by  outing  the  Prefbyterians  from 
the  fuperior  pods  of  the  army,  they  had  interefl 
enough  to  get  it  fo  entirely  laid  afide,  that,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1646,  within  twelve  months 
after  the  battle  of  Nafeby,  on  the  ilTuing  out  writs 
for  fupplying  the  place  of  deceafed  and  difabled 
members,  the  officers  of  the  new-modelled  army 
were  promifcuoufly  elected  with  other  candidates, 
and  permitted  to  keep  their  feats  in  parliament. 
Notwithftanding  the  advantage  the  party  gained  by 
this  notorious  breach  of  a  law  they  had  been  fa 
inftrumental    in    procuring,     yet,    according    to    the 

•  After  the  oew  model  had  taken  place,  Cromwell  received  aa 
order  from  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms,  procured  no  doubt  by 
the  Independent  interefl:,  to  march  beyond  Oxford  with  a  body  of 
horfe,  and  to  lay  on  the  farther  fide  towards  Worcefl:er,  to  intercept 
a  convoy  going  into  Oxford,  and  to  keep  the  King  and  his  traia 
from  cfcaping  thence.  The  military  fuccefs  which  confl:antly  attended 
Cromwell  having  enabled  him  in  this  expedition  to  perform  feveral 
Important  fervices,  he  was  prolonged  in  his  command  for  forty  days  : 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  defiring  the  afliftance  of  {o  good  an  officer,  on 
the  important  occafion  of  the  Nafeby  fight,  his  command  was  farther 
prolonged ;  and  this  prolongation  was,  by  the  contrivance  of  the 
party,  repeated  till  cufl:om  had  fo  authorifed  the  infringement  of  the 
ordinance,  that  he  kept  both  his  feat  and  his  command  without  any 
one  offering  to  move  for  his  vacating  the  one  or  the  other.— CromweU 
was  not  the  only  officer  on  the  account  of  whofe  expeded  fervices 
the  ordinance  was  from  the  beginning  infringed  :  Brereton,  Luke,. 
Price,  Middleton,  Rainlborough,  and  others,  were  permitted  to  ferve 
eighty  days  longer-,  and  that  permiffion  was  afterwardsprolonged  a« 
tlie  fcrvice  required.  . 
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Ann.  1646.  account  of  Ludlow  and  the  courfe  of  parliamentary 
refolutions,  the  Preibyterians  ftill  maintained  their 
fuperiority  in  the  lower  houfe.  The  leaders  of  this 
fadlion  had  in  a  manner  divided  among  them  all 
the  lucrative  employments  the  diflradions  of  the 
times  produced,  and  had  fhared  fo  largely  of  the 
fpoils  of  their  country,  that,  whilil  they  had  been 
and  flill  were  impofmg  new  burthens  on  the  public, 
the  army,  fince  the  new  model  had  taken  place,  was 
fhamefully  negkaed  :  their  continual  petition's  for 
the  payment  of  their  arrears  were  difregarded  ;  and 
fmce  they  had  now  completed  their  work,  and  that 
(according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Prefbyterians)  all  op- 
pofition  to  their  government  was  fubdued,  they  talked 
of  reducing  the  army  without  giving  them  any  fa- 
tisfacflion  in  their  juft  demands  ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  very  eminent  fervices  which  had  been  per- 
formed by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  the  continuation  of 
his  command  was  only  carried  by  twelve  votes. 


Mutiny  of 
ihe  army. 


Had  no  previous  jealoufy  been  entertained,  or 
difference  of  opinion  fubfifled  between  Independent 
and  Prefbyterian,  had  the  authority  of  the  latter  been 
firmly  eflablifhed  by  long  cuftom,  they  would  in  all 
probability  have  found  fome  difficulty  in  difbanding 
a  vidorious  army  without  pay  or  provifion,  excepting 
a  fmall  ihare  to  be  received  by  fome  regiments,  who 
were  to  be  tranfported  to  the  wafted  inhofpiiable 
country  of  Ireland  ;  where  their  matters  the  parlia- 
ment might  ftarve  or  relieve  them  at  pleafure.  But 
fo  rafh  and  precipitate  were  the  meafurcs  of  the  Pref- 
byterians, 


i\] 


byterians,  and  fo  little  did  they  conceal  their  defigns,  Ann.  1646* 
that  it  was  no  fecret  to  the  Independents,  that,  under 
the  mafk  of  public  fervice  and  of  eafing  the  country, 
their  enemies  were  levelling  a  deadly  blow  at  the 
party,  and  that  the  votes  which  had  paflcd  againft 
them  in  the  parliament  were  previous  meafures  to  a 
re-modeling  the  army. — ^The  malice  of  the  Prefbyte- 
rians  had  carried  them  fuch  a  length,  as  to  negleft 
the  paffing  an  adt  of  indemnity  for  the  foldiery  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax :  feveral  of 
the  private  men  were  adually  under  profecution  for 
fome  unavoidable  irregularities  which  they  had  com- 
mitted during  the  courfe  of  the  war ;  and  when  the 
lower  houfe  was  informed,  that  thefe  gallant  troops 
had  prepared  a  modeft  petition  to  their  general  to  lay 
their  hardihips  before  the  parliament  *,  they  paffed  a 
vote.  That  the  petition  tended  to  introduce  mutiny, 
to  put  conditions  upon  the  parliament,  and  to  ob- 
ftrua  th€  relief  of  Ireland.  Some  officers,  who  it 
was  fuppofed  had  forwarded  the  bufinefs,  were  fent 
for  to  anfwer  for  the  attempt,  and  were  threatened  to 
be  proceeded  againft:  as  enemies  to  the  ftate  and  dif- 
turbers  of  the  public   peace  t-     When  the  general, 

*  The  articles  defired  in  this  petition  were,  indemnity  for  anions 
as  foldiers,  fatisfaftion  for  arrears,  no  preQing,  relief  of  widows  and 
maimed  foldiers,  and  pay  till  di(banded.  The  petitioners  aflured  their 
general,  That  they  would  wholly  acquiefce  in  whatfoever  he  fhould 
judge  reafonable  to  offer,  or  the  houfe  to  grant,  in  their  behalf. 

f  On  the  previous  information  by  one  of  their  members,  colonel  Har- 
ley,  thata  bufmefs  of  this  nature  was  carrying  on  in  the  army,  the  houfe 
took  the  alarm  :  it  was  moved,  That  fuch  petitioners  fhould  be  dc 
clared  traitors :  the  fenlb  of  the  majority  was.  That  they  fhould  be 

rc» 
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AiiB.  1646.  by  the  command  of  the  Commons,  publiflicd  at  the 
head  of  each  regiment  a  declaration  containing  the 
fenfe  of  their  votes,  it  occafioned  an  univcrfal  mur- 
mur :  the  foldiers,  it  was  faid,  by  having  fought  for 
and  fecured  the  liberties  of  their  country,  were  them- 
felves  deprived  of  the  privileges  of  Engliflimen  ;  and 
whilft  petitions  were  promoted  and  openly  encou- 
raged againfl  the  army*,  they  were,  by  a  partial 
exertion  of  authority,  prevented  from  uttering  their 
complaints  and  fetting  forth  their  grievances. 


;lill!;,ii«iii^!''"'iiii"'.i:"" 


Proceedings 
of  the  par- 
liamenc  and 
the  arxay. 


.     On  the  news  that  the  difcontent  of   their  troops, 
which  the  parliament  had  at  firfl  flattered  themfelves 

required  to  forbear  the  profecution  of  the  intended  petition  •,  but,  afrte 
tedious  debating  and  high  altercation,  when  the  greater  number  of 
•members,  wearied  with  long  fitting,  were  withdrawn,  Denzil  Mollis 
(a  felfifh  intemperate  man,  a  limb  of  the  ariftocracy,  a  member  of 
confequence  with  the  Prefbyterian  party,  who  ranked  in  the  lift  of 
thofc  whom  the  parliament  had  appointed  for  peerages  on  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  King,  and  who,  impatient  to  receive  the  wages 
of  his  fervkes,  had,  in  the  employment  of  commiffioner  in  one  of  the 
treaties  for  peace,  caballed  with  the  King  at  Oxford;  now  taking  the 
opportunity  of  a  thin  houfe,  procured  the  pafling  a  refolution,  which 
he  drew  up  on  his  knees,  declaring  the  petition  feditious  j  that  thofc 
were  traitors  who  fhould  endeavor  to  promote  it ;  and  a  promife  of 
pardon  to  all  who  were  concerned  therein,  on  condition  that  they  did 
defift  by  the  time  limited. 

Five  regiments  of  horfe  had  petitioned  the  parliament  on  the  fub- 
jed  of  their  grievances,  with  an  offer  to  inlift  into  the  Irilh  fervice : 
they  received  a  civil  anfwer  from  both  houfes,  but  no  redrefs.  Pari, 
Hiji,  vol.  XV.  p.  338,  ^feq,     Ludlow. 

*  The  Prefbyterian  party  in  the  houfe  had  fet  their  emiflaries  to 
work,  to  procure  petitions  from  the  city,  from  Effex,  and  from  the 
adjacent  counties  to  London,  for  the  fpecdy  difbanding  the  army.      ' 
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was  partial  and  would  be  tranfitory,  was  become  general  Ann.  1646. 
and  confirmed,  they  thought  fit  to  appoint  commif- 
fioners  *,  both  to  endeavor  to  appeafe  them,  and  to 
make  them  propofals  for  entering  into  the  fervice  of 
Ireland  t-  Lieutenant-general  Hammond,  colonel 
Lambert,  colonel  Rich,  colonel  Lilborne,  and  colonel 
Hewfon,  were  appointed  by  the  oflScers  of  the  army 
to  reprefent  their  fenfe  to  the  commiflioners.  In  the 
name  of  the  whole  body,  they  demanded  what 
fatisfadion  was  intended  on  the  articles  of  arrears, 
indemnity,  maintenance  in  Ireland,  and  condud  I 
and  when  it  was  replied.  That  the  parliament  had 
taken  care  of  all  thefe,  excepting  the  point  of  in- 
demnity, for  which  an  ordinance  would  be  ready  in 
a  few  days,  it  was  farther  demanded.  Who  were  the 
generals  the  parliament  had  nominated  to  command  ? 
On  being  informed.  That  Skippon  and  Maflfey  %  were 
the  appointed  commanders,  the  committee  propofed 

•  The  earl  of  Warwick,  lord  Dacres,  Sir  William  Waller,  lieute- 
nant-general Maffey,  and  Sir  John  Clotworthy. 

t  The  parliament's  propofals  were.  That  thofe  foldiers  who  inlifted 
on  the  Irilh  fervice  fhould  have  the  fame  pay  as  they  now  enjoyed 
under  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax :  and  whereas  the  officers  had  had  the 
public  faith  for  their  half-pay,  thofe  who  went  for  Ireland  fhould  have 
it  in  rebels  lands ;  that  the  foot  who  went  for  Ireland  fhould  have 
coats  and  knapfacks  allowed  them  above  their  pay  -,  that  the  forces 
who  went  for  Ireland  fhould  have  debentures  made  up  m  their  ab- 
fence,  for  their  arrears  in  the  fervice  in  England  •.  that  what  was  re- 
fpited  upon  the  public  faith  to  the  officers  employed  for  Ireland,  the 
fame  fhould  be  paid  them  out  of  the  land  in  Ireland,  as  if  they  had 
adventured.     Rujhwortb,  vol.  VI.  p.  454,  ^ M- 

t  MafTey  had  been  lain  afide  on  the  new-modelling  the  army,  and 
was  become  a  furious  partizan  for  Prefbyterian  government. 

Vol.  IV.  R  r  *^' 
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that  the  troops  might  be  indulged  with  all  their  ge- 
neral officers  :  on    this    motion   tlie  whole  aflbmbh' 
tried  out,  «^1I,  all  j"  and  others,  "  Fairfax  and  Crom- 
well, and  we   all   go."     Such  a  propofuion   did   not 
anlwer  the  intention  of  parliament  to  break  and  dif- 
unite  the  Independent  intereft  ;  and  the  commiffioners 
findmg  they  could  make   no  impreflion  on  the  mili- 
tary when  affemblcd,  declared.  That  as  many  of  the 
officers  as  would  engage  for  the  hifh  fervice  fhould 
receive  farther  latisfaclion,  on  their  repairing  to  their 
lodgmgs.     Tliis    motion,  which    was   regarded   as   a 
defign  to  divide  and  weaken   the  army,  gave   great 
offence :  the  town  fuddenly  emptied,  and   the  parlia- 
ment had  the  mortification  to  hear,  that  not  above  a 
dozen  officers  had  accepted  their  conditions.     As  the 
parliament    had  affisAed  to  regard  the  general   dif- 
content  of  the  army  as  a  feditious  combination  of 
their  officers,  and  that  the  common  foldiers  had  been 
m  a  manner  forced  to  fubfcribe  to  the  offenfive  peti- 
tion, a  vindication  was  prefented   in  behalf  of  this 
body,  in  which  they  exculpated  themfelves  from  that 
fcandal  •    and    afferted   their   right   of  petitioning  r 

•  Lieutenant-general  Hammond,  colonel  Hammond,  with  lieute- 
nant-colone  Pnde  and  others,  had  been  fent  for  on  this  occ  Hon  • 
but  when  the  fpeaker  taxed  Pride  with  having  read  the  petition  at  d,e 
head  of  colonel  Harley's  regiment,  and  tha?  there  we^  thre"  ten  ng 
words  given  out.  that  thofe  who  did  not  fubfcribe  (hould  be  caftieed 

^LT^'  ^"'^.^^"'='*  "«=  ^h^g^-     Hollis.  an  adverfary,  and  a  p^. 
fionate  memor.ahft,  calls  his  anfwer  "  mere  illufion  /„  1  ^ 

tion  .."  that  he  denied  having  read  the  cZg^tLtTlZ^: 
regiment,  becaufe  it  had  been  done  at  the  head  of  crh 
apart:  "  Notwithftanding,  fays  Hollis.  the   houfe.  wi  in'  TC^ 
what  was  part,  and  hoping  it  would  have  gained  themT  a  better  o^ 
dance  for  the  future,  fent  them  down  again,  rather  with  refpe^  than" 

other- 
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"  We  know  not  any  thing,  faid  the  Vindication,  more  Ann.  1647, 
cITential  to    freedom  than   this   privilege.      You  have 
not  denied  it  to  your  adverfaries ;  you  juftified  and  • 
commended  it  in  your  declaration  of  the  fecond  of 
NDvember    1642,  in  thefe  words  :   "  It  is  the  liberty   , 
and  privilege  of  the   people  to  petition  unto  us  for 
the   eafe    and    redrefs    of  their   grievances    and   op- 
prefTions,  and  we  are  bound  in  duty  to  receive  their 
petitions."      We  hope,  by  being  foldiers,  we  have  not 
loft  the    capacity    of  fubjeds,  nor  diveiled   ourfelves 
thereby  of  our  interefts  in  the  commonwealth  ;  that 
in  purchafmg  the  freedom  of  our  brethren,  we  have 
not  forfeited  our  own.      Befides,  we  can  inllancc  pe- 
titions from  officers  in  the  earl  of  EfTex's  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Waller's  armies,  even  whilft  they  were  in  arms, 
which  were  well  received  by  this  honorable  houfe, 
with  a  return  of  thanks  ;  and  therefore  we  hope  wc 
fhall  not  be  confidcred  as  men  without  the  pale   of 
the  kingdom,  excluded  from  the   fundamental    pri- 
vileges of  fubjefts  ;  efpecially  fince  we  are  confcious 
to  ourfelves  of  nothing  which  may  deferve  the  fame. 
_We    have    not    till  now  appeared    in   petitioning, 
though  our  neceffities  have  been  frequent  and  urgent ; 
not  that  we  doubted  our  liberty,  but  becaufe  we  were 
unwilling  to    interrupt  you    in  your  other  weighty 
affairs. For  our  defires  of  indemnity  for  fuch  anions 

otherwifc,  acquiefcing  widi  their  denial.  But  this  very  ad  of  cle- 
mency was  turned  againft  them  ;  and  when  the  army  came  afterwards 
to  do  their  work  barefaced,  no  longer  to  cxcufe  but  juftify  that  peti- 
tion, nay  make  the  parliament  criminal  for  queftioning  it,  they  up- 
braided the  houfe  with  fending  up  for  the  officers  from  their  charge, 
when  they  had  nothing  to  fay  againft  them."     HolIis*s  Memoirs, 

R  r  2  as 
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as  (being  not  warrantable  by  law  in  time  of  peace) 
we  were  enforced  unto  by  the  necefliiy  and  exigence 
of  the  war,  we  are  confident  this  honorable  houfe 
will  approve  of  it,  when  you  fhall  be  informed  that 
the  foldiers  are  frequently  indicted  at  affizcs  and 
feffions,  and  others  grievoully  molefted  for  fuch  ac- 
tions ;  and  that  notwithftanding  the  provifion  you 
lately  made  againfl  it,  divers  have  had  verdids  pafled 
againfl  them  this  laft  aflizes,  for  a(5lions  done  as  fol- 
diers, as  we  are  credibly  informed.  If  this  be  prac- 
tifed  during  the  time  of  your  feflion,  for  what  we  did 
through  the  exigence  of  your  fervice,  what  cruel  and 
violent  proceedings  are  we  to  find  after  you  are 
pleafed  to  diflblve  ? — ^For  the  particular  intimation 
that  the  royal  affent  may  be  defired,  we  never  in- 
tended by  it  to  leflen  your  authority.  You  have, 
by  offering  the  propofltions,  judged  the  defiring 
the  King  s  affent  convenient  ;  the  city  of  London 
made  the  fame  defire  without  offence  ;  and  as  to 
your  orders  to  the  judges,  we  know  not  how  ef- 
fedlual  they  may  prove  to  fave  us  from  fuch  proceed- 
ings after  your  feffions  *.  All  thefe  reafons  confi- 
dered,  will,  we  hope,  manifefl  our  intentions  in  that 
intimation  to  be  only  a  provident  caution  for  our  fu- 
ture fafety,  without  the  leaft  thought  of  difrefpe(5l  to 
your  authority. — For  the  defire  of  our  arrears,  nc- 
cefllty,  efpecially  of  our  foldiers,  enforced  us  there- 
unto :  that  we  have  not  been  mercenary,  or  propofed 

•  The  parliament  had  as  yet  done  no  more  in  fatisfying  the  juft 
demands  of  the  foldiers  on  the  point  of  indemnity,  than  the  inftructing 
the  judges  not  to  receive  any  indidments  againft  them  for  offences, 

Umpore  ei  loco  belli. 

ganx 


CHARLES        I. 


309 


gain  as  our  end,  the  fpeedy  ending  of  a  languifli-  Ann.  1647. 
ing  war  will  tcftify  for  us  j  whereby  the  people,  are 
much  eafed  of  their  taxes  and  daily  dilburfements,. 
and  decayed  trade  reflored  to  a  full  and  flourifiiing 
condition  in  all  quarters.  We  left  our  eftates,  and 
many  of  us  our  trades  and  callings,  to  others,  and 
forfook  the  contentments  of  a  quiet  life,  not  fearing  • 

or  regarding  the  difficulties  of  war,  for  your  fakes. 
After  thcie  fcrvices  we  hoped  that  the  defires  of  our 
hardly-earned  wages,  by  the  mediation  of  our  gene- 
ral, would  have  been  no  unwelcome  requeft,  nor 
argued  us  guilty  of  the  leaft  difcontent,  or  intention 

of  mutiny. We  know  not   any  thing  farther  in  our 

petition  which  hath  been  excepted  againft,  but  your 
apprehenfions   that  it  tendeth  to  hinder  the  relief  of 
Ireland,  which  we  do  not  underftand  wherein;  hav- 
ing always  manifefted,  in  all  our  adions,  our  readi- 
nefs  to  farther  that  work  ;  unlefs  you  mean  by  that 
defire,  that  thofe  who  have  fervcd  voluntarily  fliould 
not  be  preffed  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  to  which 
we  humbly  offer  this,  that   thofe  who  have  volunta.- 
rily  ferved  in  rhefe  wars,  and  left  their  parents,  trades, 
and'  livelihoods,  and,  without    any    compulfion,  en- 
gaged   of   their  own  accord,  fhould,  after  all  their 
free  and  unwearied  labors,  be  forced  and  compelled 
to  go  out  of  this  kingdom,  whofe  peace  they  have  fo 
much    endeavored    with    unwearied    pains,    hoping 
thereby  to  have  lived  and  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their 
labors,  would  to  them  feem  very  hard :  but  befides 
this,  our  feveral  votes  and  engagements,  March   21, 
to  endeavor   the  fervice   of  Ireland  what  we  could, 
will  clear  us,  and  prove  our  good  affedions  in  pro^ 
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inotiiig  that  work  ;  and  therefore  we  hope  what  hath 
been  faid  will  remove  all  Icruples,  and  reftore  us  to 
the  good  opinion  of  this  honorable  houfc  :  in  af- 
furance  whereof,  and  in  confideration  of  the  pre- 
mifes,  we  are  farther  emboldened  to  make  thefe  our 
requelh:  i.  That  you  will  be  pleafed  to  allow  us  our 
liberty  of  petitioning  in  what  may  concern  us  now 
as  foldiers,  and  afterwards  as  members  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 2.  Since  upon  the  falfe  fuggeilions  of 
fomc  men,  informing  you  that  this  army  intended  to 
enllave  the  kingdom,  the  honorable  houfc  was  fo  far 
prevailed  withal  as  to  fummon  divers  of  us  to  appear 
at  your  bar,  and  to  pafs  a  declaration,  thereby  ex- 
preifing  your  high  diflikc  of  our  petition,  declaring 
it  tended  to  put  conditions  upon  the  parliament  ;  the 
fenfe  of  fuch  exprcflions  is  fo  irkfome  to  us,  who 
have  ventured  whatfoever  we  efteemed  dear  to  us 
in  this  world  for  prefervation  of  your  freedom  and 
privileges,  that  we  cannot  but  earneflly  implore  your 
juftice  in  the  vindication  of  us,  as  in  your  wifdom 
you  fhall  think  fit.*' 

This  flinging  vindication  was  immediately  *  fol- 
lowed by  a  letter,  prefented  and  recommended  to  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe  by  major-general  Skippon, 
in  the  behalf  of  eight  regiments  of  horfc  ;  wherein 
were  exprelTcd  reafons  why  they  could  not  engage  in 
the  fervice  of  Ireland  under  the  prefent  condudl,  and 
which  complained  of  the  many  fcandalous  and  falfe 
fuggeftions  lately  raifed  againft  the  army,  whereupon 
they  had  been  declared  enemies  to  the  public :  That 
they  faw  defigns  were  upon  them,  and  many  of  the 
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godly  party  in  the  kingdom  :  That  there  was  an  in-  Ann.  1647; 
tention  to  difband  and  new  model  the  army;  a  plot 
contrived  by  fome  men  who  had  lately  tafted  of  fo- 
vcreignty,  and,  being  lifted  up  above  the  ordinary 
fphere  of  fervants,  endeavored  to  become  mailers,  and 
were  degenerated  into  tyrants.  The  letter  declared, 
That  thofe  regiments  would  neither  be  employed  for 
the  fervice  of  Ireland,  nor  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
difbandcd,  till  their  defires  were  granted,  and  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedt  vindicated  and 
maintained.  On  reading  the  letter,  fome  of  the 
moil  courageous  of  the  Preibyterian  members  moved, 
that  the  meiTengers  might  be  committed  to  the 
Tower  ;  but  were  anfwered  by  one  of  the  oppofite 
fadion.  That  he  would  have  them  committed  indeed,  ^^U^^^ 
but  it  fhould  be  to  the  beil  inn  in  the  town,  and  good 
fack  and  fugar  provided  them  *.  A  long  debate 
enfued,  in  which  the  Independents  fo  far  moderated 
the  rage  of  the  adverfary,  that  the  houfe  forbore 
other  cenfure  than  the  refolving,  Tliat  it  did  not  be- ^^^^^^^^^ 
lone  to  the  foldiery  to  meddle  with  civil   affairs,  nor  Commons^ 

^  ^  .   .  T_  T  ^  April  30* 

to  prepare  or  prefent  any  petition  to  the  parliament 
without  the  advice  or  confent  of  their  generaL  They 
alfo  paffed  feveral  appeafing  votes  ;  and  Skippon, 
Cromwell,  Ireton,  and  Fleetwood,  all  favorite  com- 
manders with  the  army,  were  commiffioned  to  go 
down  and  acquaint  that  body.  That  the  houfe  had 
appointed  an  ordinance  to  be  fuddenly  brought  in, 
for  the  indemnity  of  all  who  had  adled  in  obedience 
to  the  authority  of  parliament ;  that  the  houfe  had 
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farther  refolved,  That  a  conflderable  proportion  of 
their  arrears  (hould  be  paid  them  on  their  difband- 
ing  ;  that  they  would  take  care,  that  the  remainder 
Ihould  be  paid  at  fuch  convenient  time  as  fhoiild 
Hand  with  the  neceflities  and  other  great  occafions  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  while,  courfe 
Ihould  be  taken  for  the  auditing  their  accounts,  and 
giving  them  debeniures- 

Had  fuch  candid,  juft,  and  lenient  meafures  been 
at  firft  adopted,  without  any  irritating  circumflances, 
it  would  in  all  likelihood  have  preferved  the  obe- 
dience and  allayed  the  jealoufy  of  the  army,  till  the 
Prefbyterians  had  found  a  convenient  opportunity  to 
break  and  difunite  them ;  but  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  refolutions  pafTcd,  it  ferved 
rather  to  fliew  the  timidity  than  the  juftice  or  cle- 
mency of  the  party.  The  parliament's  commiffioners, 
on  a  meeting  with  the  officers  of  the  army,  produced 
the  refolutions  which  the  Commons  had  pafTed  in 
their  favor  ;  but  as  it  was  exprefTed  in  thefe  refolu- 
tions, That  the  commiffioners  ihould  endeavor  to 
allay  the  diftempers  of  the  army,  the  officers  de- 
clared they  knew  nothing  of  diftempers,  but  a  great 
deal  of  grievances  ;  grievances  which  they  could  not 
take  upon  them  to  reprefent,  without  collecfling  the 
fenfe  of  the  privace  men  in  the  army.  This  obferva- 
tion  was  followed  by  a  proportion,  which  had  been 
at  firft  fuggefted  and  was  immediately  confented  to 
by  the  commiffioners  ;  men  who  were,  in  effed:,  the 
concealed  promoters  of  the  difcontent,  and  the  au- 
thors of  all  the  meafures  which  the  army  had  hi- 
therto 
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thcrto  purfucd.     KoUis,  in  his  Memoirs,  fays,  That  ^^  '^^7- 
whether  it   was  fate  or  defign  which  occafioned  their 
nomination   to  the  employment,   it  proved  the  ruin 
of  the  Prelbyterian  party,  whom  the  rank  hypocrify 
of  Cromwell  had  drawn  into  the  fnare  *. 

To  carry  on  a  regular  plan  of  oppoiition,  a  mili- 
tary parliament  was,  according  to  the  fore-mentioned 
proportion,  eftablifhed :  the  principal  officers  formed 

♦  At  every  intelligence  of  the  diforderly  proceedings  of  the  army, 
he  appeared  moved  to  an  higher  pitch  of  grief  and  anger  than  any 
other  member   in  the  houfe ;    he  lamented  with  tears  and  feeming 
agonies  of  forrow  the  continued  misfortunes  of  the  country ;  and  at 
once  to  convince  the  houfe  that  he  was  not  engaged  in  the  fadions  of 
the  military,  and  to  drive  things  to  the  defired  crifis,  he  advifed  vio- 
lent meafures  to  fupprefs  the  growing  mutiny  •,  he  called  God  to  wit- 
nefs,  that  his  devoted  attachment  to  the  parliament  had  rendered  him 
fo  odious  to  the  army  that  his  life,  whilft  among  them,  was  m  the 
utmoft  danger  -,  and  that  he  had  very  narrowly  efcaped  a  confpiracy 
formed  to  affamnate  him.     Though  this  rank  and  ftale  hypocrify  de- 
ceived  the  vulgar,  yet  Hollis  and  the  men  of  penetration  of  the  Pref- 
byterian  party  faw  clearly  through  the  diffimulation  of  Cromwell  j 
and  having  procured   certain    intelligence,    that  the  moft   aftive  of 
the  mutineers  were  either  his  creatures  or  in  clofe  connedion  with 
him,  it  was  refolved  among  the  leaders.  That  the  next  day,  when 
he  fhould  come  to  the  houfe,  an  accufation  Ihould  be  entered  againlt 
him,    and  he  ftiould  be  committed   to  the  Tower.     Cromwell  was 
informed  of  the  defign,  and  inftantly  haftened   to  the  camp ;  from 
whence    he  wrote  word  to  the  lower  houfe.    That  having   received 
notice    the  jealoufy    the  troops   had  conceived   of  him    was  much 
abated,  and  that  if  he  was  prefent  quickly  with  them,  they  would  in  a 
fhort  time  be  reclaimed,  he  had  made  all  the  hafte  he  could,  and  did 
perceive  the  foldiers  had  been  abufed  by  mifmformation.     The  leaders 
findincr  that  Cromwell  had  efcaped  them,    forbore  the  accufation  ; 

'  beii^g  not  willing,  fays  Ludlow,  to  fnew  their  teeth  when  they  could 
do  no  more."     Ludlow,  p.  74-     Clar.  Hiji,  vol.  III.  p.  35.  ^ M- 


Vol.  IV. 


S  f 


a  coun- 


314 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


CHARLES       I. 


31s 


\i 


]) 


If 


i 


Ana.  1647.  a  council  after  the  model  of  the  houfe  of  Peers ;. 
whilft  the  more  general  reprefentative  of  the  army 
was  compofed  by  the  ele(5lion  of  two  private  men  or 
inferior  officers,  under  the  title  of  Agitators,  from 
each  troop  or  company.  This  court,  when  alTembled^ 
voted  the  oiTers  of  the  parliament  unfatisfacSlory : 
Eight  weeks  pay,  they  faid,  was  a  fmall  portion  of 
fifty-fix,  which  was  in  arrears  ;  that  no  vifible  fecu- 
rity  was  given  for  the  remainder  ;  and  the  army  hav- 
ing been  declared  enemies  by  the  Commons,  they 
might  hereafter  be  profecuted  as  fuch,  unlefs  the 
declaration  was  recalled. 

Whilst   matters  were  proceeding   this  length  iir 
the   army,  the   Prefbyterians   were    triumphing  over 
the  Independents  in  the  capital.     A  petition  of  this 
body,  with    the   following   addrefs,    "   To  the  right 
honorable  and  fupreme  authority  of  this  nation,  the 
Commons  in  parliament  afTembled,"  and  intitled,  ••  The 
humble   Petition  of  many  Thoufands,  earncflly    de- 
firing  the  Glory  of  God,  the  Freedom  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  the   Peace  of  all  Men,"  was,  by  a 
majority  of  ninety-fix  againft  fevcnty-eighr,  voted  to 
be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman ;  and  one  of 
the  petitioners  was  committed  to  Newgate  for  what 
was  termed  by  the  party  "  infolcnt  behavior."     The 
purport  of  the  petition  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  the 
colle(5tions   of   the  times  ;  but  that   which   gave   the 
great  offence  to  the  Prefbyterians,  who  were  as  tena- 
cious of  their  civil  as  their  religious  prejudices,  was 
the  ftyling  the  Commons  "  the  fupreme  authority  of 
the  nation.** 

Oh 


On  the  report  of  the  growing  diflatisfadlions  of  Aon.  1647. 
the  army,  and  the  encouragement  which  Cromwell 
on  his  return  gave  them,  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  body  would  return  to  their  duty  on  a  proper 
exertion  of  authority,  the  parliament  voted.  That  all 
the  troops  who  would  not  engage  for  Ireland,  or 
were  not  wanted  in  England,  fhould  inftantly  be  dif- 
banded  in  their  quarters.  This  was  an  open  de- 
fiance to  the  power  and  pretenfions  of  the  army,  and 
the  Rubicon  at  which  it  muft  either  Hop  and  fubmit 
to  the  civil  authority,  or  pafs  over  to  a  flate  of  defpe- 
ration.  The  prime  movers  of  the  mutiny  were  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  fpirit  and  temper  of  the 
foldiery  to  fear  an  abfolute  fubmiffion  to  imperious 
and  tyrannical  commands  ;  and  it  was  on  thefe 
grounds  that  Cromwell  had  urged  the  Prefbyterians 
to  a  conduifl  which  mufl  involve  both  parties  in  the 
neceflity  of  an  immediate  trial  of  ftrength.  On  the 
twenty -fifth  of  May  it  was  voted,  That  eleven  regi-  . 
irients  of  foot  fhould  be  difbanded  *  ;  but  as  the  par- 
liament, to  feparate  the  army,  had  ordered  them  to 
be  difbanded  at  different  times  and  places,  fo  the 
council  of  war,  on  the  pretence  of  avoiding  tumul- 
tuous adions  in  the  different  parts  of  the  army,  as 
they  lay  difperfed,  advifed  the  drawing  the  quarters 
nearer  together,  for  the  convenience  of  a  general 
rendezvous  ;  a  meafure  which  they  recommended  to 
the  general,  for  the  difcovcry  of  the  true  diftemper 
and  difpofition  of  the  army  5  requefting  at  the  fame 

•  Six  regiments  of  horfe,  with  fome  regiments  of  foot,  who  were 
KTommanded  by  officers  in  the  Prelbytcrian  intereft,  were  kept  up  for 
the  defence  of  England. 

S  f  2  time, 
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time,  That  he  would  move  the  parliament  to  refume 
the  confideration  of   their  grievances,  with   their  lad 
votes  for  the  disbanding,  and  to  fufpend  any  prefcnt 
proceedings    thereon.      The    refults   of   this   council, 
tranfmitted    by    Fairfax    to    the    parliament,    accom- 
panied with  an  entreaty  that  they  would  proceed  with 
caution,  and  not  incenfe  the  army  to  a  breach  which 
would  endanger  the  new-acquired  peace  of  the  Com- 
monwealth,  fo  intimidated   the  Prefbyterian   party   in 
parliament,  that  they  voted.  That  the  common  foldiers 
of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax's  army,  both   horfe  and  foot, 
fhould  have  their  full  pay  upon  difbanding  or  engag- 
ing for  Ireland ;  and  acquiefced  in   a  motion  of  the 
Independents,  that  the  declaration  againft  the  army's 
petitioning,  drawn  up  by  HoUis  on  the  twenty-nintli 
of  March,  fhould  be  expunged  from  their  Journals  *. 
—Fairfax's  letter  to  the  parliament  was  followed  by 
another    from   the  commiilioners  they   had   fent    ta 
aflift  the  general  in  the  bufinefs  of  difbanding,  and. 
to  give  the  foldiers  the  thanks  of  both  houfes  for  their 
faithful  fervices.     On   their   reprefentation^   That    it 
was   impofliblc  to   attempt  difbanding   the  army   in 
its  prefent  difpofition,  they  were   recalled  ;  and   the 
parliament  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  infult  of  be- 
ing plundered  of  part  of  the  money  they  liad   fent 
down  to  pay  the  foldiers  f.     After  this   declared  op- 
pofition  to  the  civil  authority,  there  was  no  receding 
on  the  fide  of  the  army ;  and  the  dangerous  conteil 

•  This  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  ninety-fix  againft  feventy-nine.. 

•j-  Three  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  were  ftopped  at  Wocdftock 
by  the  regiment  under  colonel  Rainfbofough. 

in 
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in  which  ^relbyterian  and  Independent  were  now  en-  Ant..  1647. 
gaged,  gave  an  importance  to  the  King  and  his  van- 
qutllied  party  which  they  had  little  rcafon  to  exped. 

» 
Whilst  the  crafty  policy  of  the  Prefbyterians  led  The K?ng- 
thecn  to  diflfemble  their  rage,  to  allay  the  jealoufy  and  joke, 
ferment   their    unguarded   meafures  had  occafioned, 
and  to  wait  a  fitter  opportunity  for  the  execution  of 
their  defigns,  the  bold  intrepid  fpirit  of  the  Indepen- 
dents llruck  a  llroke  which  at  once  decided  the  vic- 
tory in    thoir  favor.     On  the   third  of  June,  whilft 
the  King  was  diverting  himfelf  in  a  bowling-green  Herbertv 
near    Holdenby,    the   commifTioners    attending    him  ^'™°'''' 
received  intelligence,  that  a  party  of  horfe  were  ad- 
vancing to  that  houfe.     The  King  haftily  left  off  his 
diverfion,  and  returned  to  the  place  of  his  captivity, ^ 
where  the   guards  which  were  ufually  placed  about 
him  were  doubled.     Two  hours  after  midnight  came 
that  party  of   horfe  whofe  motions  had  been  difco- 
vered,  and  in  good  order  drew  up  before  Holdenby- 
Houfe.     The  attending  officers,  major-general  Browne 
and  colonel  Graves,  afked  th^  commander  his  name- 
and    bufinefs  ?    He    replied,  his    name  was    Joice,  a 
cornet  in  colonel  Whaley's  regiment,  and  his  bufinefs- 
was  to  fpeak  with  the  King.     "  From  whom,"  faid 
the    officers  ?    "  From    myfclf,"   replied  Joice.     This 
unexpected    anfwer  occaiioning  the  officers   to  fmile, 
the  cornet  told  them,  it  was  no   laughing    matter; 
and  on  their  advifing  him  to  draw  off  his  men,  and- 
in  the  morning  he  fliould  fpcak  to  the  commiffioners, 
he  bluntly  anfwered.  That  he  did  not  come  there  to 
be  advifed  by  them,  nor  had  he  any  bufinefs  with,  the 
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commiflioners  ;  that  his  ermnd  was  to  the  King,  and 
fpeak  with  him  he  rauft  and  would  prcfently.      Ihe 
commanding   officers  of  the   King's    guard   direaed 
their  men,  who  in  numbers  over-matched  the  fmall 
party  attending  Joice,  to  (land  to  their  arms,  and  be 
ready  to  fire  when  ordered  ;  but  inftcad  of  preparing 
for  reMance,  they  opened  the  gates  to  their  fellow- 
foldiers,  £hook  them  by  the  hands,  and  bid  them  wel- 
come * — ^Joice,  on  obtaining  entrance,  ordered  cen- 
tinels  to  be  fet  at  the  commiffioners  chamber-doors, 
and  then  made  his  way   up  the  back  fkirs  to  the 
royal  antichamber,  where   he  found  fome  interrup- 
tion  from  the  King's  four  grooms  f  ;  who,  on  afking 
him  if  he  had  the   commiffioners  approbation  for  his 
intrufion,  were  anfwered  No ;  that  the  cornet  had  or- 
dered a  guard  to  be  fet  at  their  chamber- doors ;  and 
that  his  inftruaions  were  from  thofe  who  feared  them 
not.     On  the  King's  peremptorily  refuiing  to  rife  and 
fpeak  with  Joice,  he  had  the    complacency  to  defifl 
from   his   importunity    till    morning;  when,  on    the 
King's  afking  for  a  fight  of  his  inftruiftions,  he  fhewed 
him  his  company,  to  the  number  of  fifty  tall  hand- 
fome  men,  well  mounted  and  armed  J,  drawn  up  in 
the  inaer  court  of  the  houfe,  and  faid  thofe  were  his 

•  Whilft  the  foldicrs  were  convcrfing  together,  colonel  Graves,  an 
officer  ftrongly  m  the  Prefbyterian  intcreft,  and  who  in  confequencc 
was  very  difagreeable  to  the  army,  of  whom  it  had  been  fugeefted 
that  he  was  engaged  in  a  plot  to  convey  the  King  to  London,  got  off, 
and  cfcaped  the  fearch  immediately  made  for  him. 

t  Maxwell,  Mawie,  Harrington,  and  Herbert. 

t  They  were  a  feleft  detachment ;  mod  of  them  were  fubaltern  of- 
ficcrs,  picked  from  feveral  regiments, 
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inflru(5lions :  "  They  are,  returned  the  King,  in  fair  Ann.  1647^ 
characters,  legible  without  fpelling."  Notwithfland- 
ing  the  continued  importunity  of  Joice,  the  King, 
who  feared  fome  violence  was  intended  him,  refufed 
to  flir  unlefs  the  parliament's  commiffioners  were  per- 
mitted to  go  along  with  him.  This  requeftwas  complied 
with ;  and  the  whole  company,  condu(5ted  and  guarded 
by  Joice  and  his  party,  fet  forward  to  the  main  quar- 
ters of  the  army,  who  were  drawing  together  to  a 
general  rendezvous  at  Triploe -heath,  near  Cambridge. 
—At  Childerfley,  an  houfe  of  Sir  John  Cutts,  within 
four  miles  of  Cambridge,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  and 
all  the  general  officers  came  to  pay  their  compli- 
ments to  the  King.  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  not  only 
difavowed  having  given  any  order  or  approbation 
thereto,  but  having  any  knowledge  of  Joice's  en- 
terprize,  and  earneftly  entreated  the  King  to  return 
back  to  Holdenby  with  the  parliament's  commif- 
fioners ;  to  which  place,  he  faid,  he  would  order 
him  to  be  re-condudted  with  a  ftrong  guard.  The 
King,  who  had  foon  found  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  affaffination,  was  fo  taken  with  the  cajolement  of 
the  army,  that  he  refufed  the  general's  offer  * ;  though^ 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  his  troops^ 
he  had  ufed  many  arguments  to  perfuade  him.  to  re* 
turn  to  the  cuftody  of  the  parliament  f  • 

*  Joice  contrived  to  get  fo  foon  into  the  King's  favor,  that  though 
he  was  met  by  colonel  Whaley,  who  had  been  fent  by  Fairfax  to  re-^ 
condu(fl  him  to  Holdenby,  when  he  was  yet  but  two  or  three  miles  on    . 
his  way  to   Cambridge,    he  pofitively  refufed  to  return.     Fairfax's 
Memoirs. 

•f  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  tells  us,  That  on  his  taking  leave  of  the 
King,  his  majefty  faid,  "  Sir,  I  have  as  good  intereft  in  the  army  as. 
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The*  Independents  had  pleaded  their  natural  and 
their  Chriftian  rights,  in  oppofition  to  that  authority 
which  the  Presbyterians,  on  the  conqueft  of  the  King, 
had  imagined  they  had  fecured  to  thcmfclvcs.  Thefc 
were  prctenfions  in  no  exigence  to  be  yielded  to; 
and  fuch  was  the  rancor  of  Prefbyterian  againft  Inde- 
pendent, that,  rather  than  condcfcend  to  partake  of 
the  bleflings  of  General  and  Equal  Liberty  with  this 
hated  rival,  they  were  ready  to  unite  with  their  in- 
veterate and  now-enraged  enemies,  the  cavalier  fac- 
tion. The  virulence  of  this  party  againft  men  to 
whofe  heroic  exertions  they  owed  their  prefent  fecu- 
xity  and  fplendor,  with  its  fatal  confequences,  was 
known  and  felt  by  the  army :  a  better  underftanding 
than  ufual  they  had  obferved  to  exift  between  the 
Xing  and  the  parliament  ;  and  fome  offers  which  he 
had  lately  fent,  as  a  ground  for  reconciliation,  had 
hiid  a   vifible  efFea  in  both  houfes  *.      All  the  Inde- 

you  i"  "  at  which,  writes  Fairfax,  I  plainly  faw  the  broken  reed  he 
leaned  on.  The  agitators  could  change  into  that  color  which  ferved 
beft  their  ends,  and  had  brought  the  King  into  the  opinion  that  the 
army  was  for  him." 

•  Thefe  offers  of  the  King  were,  to  confirm  the  Prefbyterian  go- 
vernment,  with  the  Direiftory,  for  three  years,  with  an  exception  for 
himfelf  and  his  houlhold ;  the  matter  to  be  afterwards  determined  by 
the  affembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter^  with  an  addition  of  twenty 
of  the  King's  nomination  :  He  aflented  to  all  the  parliament's  propofi- 
tions  againft  Papifts,  and  to  the  due  obfcrvation  of  the  Lord's  day  : 
He  offered  to  part  with  the  militia  for  ten  years,  to  give  fatisfadtion 
on  the  bufinefs  of  Ireland,  to  pafs  an  z6t  of  oblivion  without  excep- 
tions, and  to  confirm  the  ads  of  the  new  great-feal,  provided  he  was 
not  obliged  to  make  void  ihofe  which  had  been  pafiTcd  under  the  old 
one :  He  would  confirm,  as  defired,  the  privileges  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  gratify  his  parliament  in  making  void  the  grants  paflTcd  un- 
der 
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pendents  had  been  turned  out  of  the  command  both  Ann.  1647. 
of  the  civil  and  military  offices  in  the  city,  and  Pref- 
byterians  put  in  their  places.  This  had  produced  fe- 
veral  addrefles  from  the  capital  againft  the  army  ; 
and  fhould  the  city,  the  parliament,  with  the  foldiers 
who  had  ferved  under  Prefbyterian   generals,  declare 

der  the  great-feal  of  Ireland  fince  the  ceflation,  as  far  as  he  pofTibly 
could,  without  deftroying  thofe  alterations  which  were  neceffary  to  the 
crown.     The  hopes  the  parliament  had  conceived  from  thefe  propofi- 
tions,  of  the  prefent  pacific  difpofition  of  the  King  and  his  party,  were 
foon  overthrown  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Afhburnham,  which 
had  fallen  into  their  commiffioners  hands :  «  May  it  pleafc  your  majefly, 
as  173  hath  written  to  you  lately  by  perfons  at  large,  this  is  in  fhort  to 
tell  your  majefty,  that  my  foul  is  forrowful  to  death  for  your  afflidions ; 
and  389  doth  confefs  that  weight  to  be  greater  than  mankind  can  fuf- 
fer,  unlefs  your  majefly  look  ftedfaflly  upon  religion  and  honor.  Yet  be 
not  difcouraged,  for,  if  you  continue  conftant  to  your  principles,  you 
will  yet  overcome  all,  and  in  all  probability  you  will  fee  a  good  war 
for  your  recovery.     389  hath  perfefted  his  negociation  with  pnncc 
William,  and  if  the  peace  between  Spain  and  the  States  be  declared, 
which  is  confidently  faid  here,  he  will  certainly  land  a  gallant  army  for 
your  relief;  and  389  hopes  you  fhall  have  the  Irifh  army  and  this  meet 
fuccefsfully  :  therefore,  as  you  tender  the  good  of  you  and  yours,  be 
conftant  to  your  grounds.     If  your  majefty  make  laws  to  ftrengthen 
their  ufurped  power,  or  part  with  the  church-lands,  there  can   be  no 
hopes  to  reftore  you,  and  your  pofterity  will  be  for  ever  loft.     All  that 
1,  or  any  of  your  faithful  fervants  can  fay  to  you  is,  to  beg  conftantly 
for  you,  that  God  would  fortify  your  refolutions,  and  enable  you  to  go 
through  your  unheard-of  trials  with  piety  and  reputation." 

This  letter  was  written  in  cypher :  the  Lords  had  declared,  on  re- 
ceiving the  King's  propofitions,  that  he  ftiould  be  immediately  removed 
to  Oadands.  This  queftion  the  Preft)yterians  did  not  carry  in  the 
Commons*  houfe  •,  and  before  the  matter  of  the  King's  propofitions 
was  duly  confidered  in  either  houfe,  his  majefty  was  feized  by  the 
army,  which  for  fome  time  put  a  ftop  to  the  debates  on  the  fubjed. 
ParLHifi.  vol.  XV.  p.  37<5. 
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Ann.  1647.  for  the  King,  and  thus  acquire  the  affiflancc  of  the 
royalifts,  a  hazardous  conteft  muft  enfuc ;  or  the 
army,  with  every  Independent  who  had  joined  in 
their  meafures,  fubmit  not  only  to  lofe  the  fruit  of 
their  glorious  labors,  but  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  the 
law,  and  be  profecuted  as  traitors.  Such  were  the 
fears  and  fuch  the  fituation  of  the  party,  when  the 
bold  and  fortunate  adventure  of  Joice  gave  a  fudden 
turn  to  affairs,  and  fhifted  the  danger  on  the  fide  of 
the  adverfary. 


Great  was  the  panic  of  the  parliament,  when 
they  received  intelligence  that  the  King  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  army :  an  exprefs  was  fent  to  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  for  bringing  the  King's  children 
out  of  the  country  to  St.  James's  ;  an  ordinance  was 
paffed  for  a  full  indemnity  for  all  anions  done  by  the 
foldicrs  in  their  military  capacity;  commiffioncrs 
were  appointed  to  acquaint  the  general  with  the  votes 
which  had  paffed  both  houfes  in  favor  of  the  fol- 
diery,  to  defire  his  affiflance  to  communicate  them  to. 
the  army,  to  caufe  them  to  be  read  at  the  head  of 
every  regiment,  and  to  improve  them  to  the  befl  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  peace.  On  a  motion  of  field- 
marfhal  general  Skippon,  who  exhorted  the  Commons 
to  humble  themfelves  before  God,  and  to  do  thofe 
things  v/hich  a  zealous  and  confcientious  army,  to 
whofe  fervice  they  were  fo  greatly  indebted,  defired  of 
them  *,  a  meffage  was  fent  up  to  acquaint  the  Lords,. 
That  the  members  of  the  lower  houfe   intended   to 


CHARLES       1. 


523 


June  4. 


'    •  The  army,  he  told  them,  was  a  formed  body,  not  to  be  pro- 
voked, which  would  be  upon  diem  before  they  were  aware.   ' 

keep 


keep  the  next  day  for  private  humiliation   and  fall-  An«.  i64> 
ing.      The  Lords  acquiefced  with  the  opinion   of  the 
Commons  ;  the   members   of  both   houfes    were  or- 
dered to  be  prefent ;  and,  to  prevent  any  infult  which 
might  enfue  from  the  high  fpirits  of  the  Indepen- 
dents,   it   was   recommended   to   one  of   their  com- 
mittees, fitting  at  Derby-Houfe,   to  take  into  imme- 
diate confideration  the  beft  ways  and  means  for  the 
ordering  and  directing  the  forces  within  the  city   of 
London,  lines    of    communication,    Middlefex,  Hert- 
fordfhire,  and  Kent ;  to  fupprefs  all  tumults,  muti* 
nies,  and  diforderly  affemblies,  to  the  diflurbance  of 
the  parliament,  and  hindrance  of  their  proceedings  ia 
the  carrying  on  the  great  bufinefs  of  the   kingdom. 
At  the  fame  time  the  lord-mayor  and  the  committee 
of  the  city  militia  were  ordered  to  take  care  to  prevent 
all  tumults  and  diforderly  coming-down  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament*.     To   endea- 
vor  to   reconcile   to  themfelves   the   public   opinion, 
and  to  take  off  that  odium  which  their  exadions  and 
tyrannies  had  occafioned,  a  fecond  felf-denying  ordi- 
nance  was  paffed  by    the   Commons  ;  viz.  That   no 
member  Ihall  receive  any  profit  of  any  oflSce,  grant, 
or  fequeftration  from  the  parliament :  That  the  bene- 
fit fuch  members  have  received  fliall  be  paid  for  the 
ufe  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts :  That  the  lands  and  eftates  of  all  the  mem- 
bers (hall  be  liable  to  the  law  for  the  payment  of 

♦  A  couple  of  regiments  of  the  train-bands  were  appointed  for  a 
iHiard  to  the  two  houfes. 
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Ann*  1647.  their  debts  *. — At  the  fame  time  this  ordinance 
pafled,  a  day  was  fixed  to  hear  information  againll 
members,  with  a  refolution  that  no  member  hereafter 
fhould  receive  reparation  for  damages  or  loflcs  fuf- 
taincd  by  thefc  troubles,  till  the  public  debts  were 
fatisficd. 

Whilst  the  parliament  were  thus  endeavoring  to 
avoid  the  threatened  ftorm,  by  a  feeming  reformation 
in  conduv^  and  government  t>  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax 
(who  had  fo  little  hand  in  that  maflerly  llroke  of  the 
army  that  he  would  have  proceeded  againft  Joice,  had 
he  not  been  fcreened  by  the  authority  of  the  council 
of  war  J)  was  plying  them  with  letters  to  clear  him- 
fclf  from  the  imputation  of  being  concerned  in  the 
bulinefs  of  feizing  the  King's  perfon.  Not  fo  was 
the  conduct  of  his  troops  :  they  avowed  and  vindi- 
cated the  fadt,  aflerting.  That  by  that  undertaking 
they  manifefted  true  love  to  the  parliament  and  their 
country,  in  endeavoring  to  crufli  the  projedt  of  a 
fecond  war,  by  preventing  the  King  from  heading  an 
army  which,  they  faid,  was  intended  to  be  raifed, 
and  which,  if  cfTedled,  would  be  to  the  utter  un- 
doing  of  the  kingdom.     On  their  aflembling  at    a 

*  The  citizens  had  continually  petitioned,  though  in  vain,  againft 
the  unjuft  privileges  of  the  members  of  parliament  in  this  particular. 

t  The  cxcife^f  fifli  and  flefh  was  about  this  time  taken  off  by  the 
parliament. 

J  The  feizing  the  King  had  been  determined  on  in  a  meeting  of 
officers  at  lieutenant-general  Cromwell's  houfc.  HoUis's  Memoirs^  p.  96. 

general 


general  rendezvous,  they  entered  into  a  folemn  en- An».  .647. 
Lgement,  That  they  would  not  dilband  nor  divide, 
nor    fuffer  themfelves    to  be  difbanded  nor  divided, 
till  they  had  received  full  fatisfaftion  in  relation  to 
the  grievances  they  had  heretofore  prefented  * ;  and 
fuch  fecurity,  that  when  they  were  difbanded  and  m 
the  condition  of  private  men,  or  other  the  free-born 
people    of    England,  to   whom   the    confequence    of 
their  cafe,  they  faid,  did  equally  extend,  fhould  not 
remain    fubjeft    to    the    like    oppreffion,    injury,    or 
abufc   as  had  been   attempted  and  put  upon  them ; 
and    that   themfelves,    or    others   who    had    appear- 
ed to  aa   in  their  behalf,  fhould  not,  after  their  dif- 
banding,  be   any   way  queftioned,    profecuted.  trou- 
bled, or  prejudiced  for  any  thing  fo  afted,  or  for  the 
entering  into  a  neceiTary  profecution  of   the  prefent 
agreement.     The  army  farther  infifted,  That  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  confifting   of  thofe  general  officers,  with 
two    commiffioned    officers,    and    two    foldiers,  who 
had  or  fliould  concur  with  them   in   the   premifes 
fhould  be  the  judges  of  the  neceflkry  fecurity  and 
fatisfaAion. 

Immediately   after  fubfcribing  this  engagement, 
the   army   began  their  march,  and  advanced  to  St. 
Alban's,  within  twenty  miles  of  the  capital.     From 
this  place  the  general,  with  the  reft  of  the  chief  of- 
ficers, fent  a  letter  to  the  city,  in  which  they  com- 

'  •  On  the  qucftion,  whether  to  give  any  farther  anfwer  to  the  part^ 
cularsmthefun.mary  of  the  army?  the  Prefbyter.ans  had  earned  the 
negative  but  by  a  fingle  vote.    Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XV.  p.  4>3- 

plained,. 
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plained,  That  there  were  certain  members  of  parlia- 
ment who  endeavored  to  engage  the  kingdom  in  a 
new  war;   they  difclaimcd   the   intending  any  altera- 
tion in  the  civil  government,  or  to  hinder  the  fettling 
of  Prefbyterianifm  ;  nor    would   they    moleft  the   ci- 
tizens, if  they  appeared  not  to  aflift  their  enemies. 
Great  were  the  diftra^ions  of  the  Londoners  on  the 
news  of  the  army^s  motion :  the  guards  were  doubled 
about  the  two  houfcs   of  parliament  *  ;  the  city  mi- 
litia  were  all  called  out,  and  ordered  to  guard  that 
line  which  had  been   drawn  out  to  fecure  the  city 
againft  the  royalifts ;  a  body  of  horfe  was  appointed 
to  be  levied  ;  two  regiments,  under  Pye  and  Greaves, 
who  had  deferted  the  army,  were  called   in  ;  and  a 
large  number  of  thofe  officers  who  had  been  caihiered 
by  the  new  model  were  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the 
parliament ;  a  declaration  was  fet  forth  to  give  infor- 
mation to  the  kingdom  what  this  aflembly  had  done 
in  fatisfadion  to  the  foldiery ;  the  fubjea  was  prohi- 
bited, on  pain   of  death,   to   gather  together  and  af- 
femble   in  companies  ;  and    it    was    voted    by    both 
houfes.  That  the  general  be  required  to  deliver  the 
King  to  fuch  perfons  as  the  parliament  fhall  appoint, 
to  be  placed  at  Richmond  under  fuch  guards  and  in 
fuch  manner  as   they  Ihall  think  fit  ;  to  the  intent 
that  the  propofitions   agreed  upon  by  both  kingdoms 
may  be  fpeedily  prefented  to  his  majetty,  for  the  fet- 
tling  a  fafe  and  well-grounded  peace  f  :  That  thofe 

•  It  was  ordered  that  halberts,  haJf-pikes,  and  other  arms  (hould 
be  brought  into  the  outer  roonns,  «  as  if,  fays  Whitlock,  they  ex- 
pected an  immediate  ftorm." 

t  This  queftion  was  earned  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty. 
fix  againft  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

to 
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to  whom  the  general  is  required  to  deliver  the  per-  Ann.  1647; 
fon  of  the  King,  to  be  placed  at  Richmond,  fliall 
be  the  commiflioners  formerly  appointed  to  receive 
the  perfon  of  the  King  at  Newcaftle,  or  to  any  three 
of  them  :  That  the  guards  appointed  to  receive  the 
orders  and  dire<5tions  of  the  commiffioners,  in  at- 
tending and  guarding  the  perfon  of  the  King,  flialL 
be  colonel  RojQTiter  and  his  regiment. 

Sir    Thomas    Fairfax,  whofe    religious    principles 
were  Prefbyterian,  who  really  wifhed  well  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  parliament,  and  who  was  rather  driven 
on  by  the  fpirit  of  his  foldiers  than  influenced  by  his 
own  judgment    and    inclinations,  had    brought    the 
army  to  wait  the  decifions  of  the  parliament  at  St. 
Albans,  and    to   promife,  that,    provided    a    month's, 
pay  was  fent  them,  they  would  not  advance  nearer 
the  capital  without  firfl  acquainting  the  parliament's 
commiffi^oners  j  but  it  was  with  difficulty  he  tould 
keep  the  rcfentment  of  the  troops  within  bounds,  on 
the  dilatorinefs  of  this  affembly  to  give  them  the  fa- 
tisfadion  they  had  demanded,  on  the  reports  daily 
brought  down  from  London,  of  the  military  prepara- 
tions making  againft  them,  and  more  particularly  in. 
endeavoring  to  feparate  and  divide  them,  by  difperfmg 
through  each  regiment  a  vote  of  the  boufe,  That  fuchi 
foldiers  as  ihould  forfake  the  army  fhould   have  the 
benefit  of  the  former  votes  of  both  houfes,  touching, 
the  full  pay  of  the  common  foldiers.      In  anfwer  to  a 
meffage  the  parliament  had  fent  by  a  new  fet  of  com-  . 
miffioners  *,  to  know  wliat  the  defires  of  the  army 

*  Thefe  were  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  major-general  Skippon,  and: 
Sir  Henry  Vane,  junior ;  to  thefe  was  afterwards  added  the  lord  De- 
laware. 
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were,  tliey  fent  up  a  declaration,  where,  inftcad  of 
quibbling  on  the  terms  of  law,  and  the  forms  and 
principles  of  the  coiillitution,  they  aflbrted  their 
caufe  on  the  rights  of  nature,  the  laws  of  equity, 
and  that  rule  of  reafon  which  would  teach  a  body  of 
men  to  keep  their  arms  in  their  hands  till  the  pur- 
pofcs  were  fully  anfwered  for  which  they  took  them 
up  *. 

lawar.  The  commimoncrs  were  afterwards  altered  to  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham and  the  lord  Wharton. 

♦  «*  We  were  not,  fays  the  declaration,  a  mere  mercenary  army, 
hired  to  lerve  any  arbitrary  power  of  Hate,  but  called  forth  and   con- 
iured    by  the  leverai  declarations  of  parliament,  to  the  defence  of  our 
own  and  the  peoples' juft  rights  and  liberties  -,  and  fo  we  took  up  arms 
in  judgment  and  confcience  to  thofe  ends,  and  have  fo  contmued  them  ; 
and  are  relolved,  according  to  your  firft  juft  defires  in  your  declarations, 
and  fuch  principles  as  we  have  received  from  your  frek^uent  mforma- 
tions,  and  our  own  common  fenfe,  concerning  thefe  our  fundamental 
riP-hts  and  liberties,  to  aflert  and  vindicate  the  juit  power  and  rights 
of  this  kingdom  in  parliament  for  thofe  common  ends  premifed  againft 
all  arbitrary  power,  violence,  and  oppreffion,  and  all  particular  parties 
andintereft  whatfoever;  the  faid  declarations  ftill  direding  us  to  the 
equitable  fenfe  of  all  laws  and  conltitutions,  as  difpenfing  with   the 
very  letter  of  the  fame,  and  being  fuperior  to  it  when  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  all  is  concerned  •,  and  afluring  us,  that  all  authority  is 
fundamentally  feated  in  the  office,  and  but  minifterially  in  the  perfon. 
—The  parliament  hath  declared  it  no  refiftance  of  magiftracy    to  fide 
with  the  iuft  principles  of  law,  nature,  and  nations,  being  that  law 
xmon  which  we  have  affifted  you  ;  and  that  the  foldiery  may  lawfully 
hold  the  hands  of  that  general  who  will  turn  his  cannon  againft  his 
army  on  purpofe  to  deftroy  them,  the  feamen  the  hands  of  that  pilot 
who  wilfully  runs  the  Ihip  upon  the  rock,  as  our  breJiren  of  Scotland 
arcrued ;  and  fuch  were  the  proceedings  of  our  anceftors  of  famous 
memory,  to  the  purchafing  of  fuch  rights  and  liberties  as  they  have 
enjoyed  through  the  price  of  their  blood ;  and  we,  both  by  that  and 
the  later  blood  of  our  dear  friends  and  fellow-foldiers,  with  the  hazard 
of  our  own,  do  now  lay  claim  unto.     Nor  is  that  fupreme  end,  the 
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glory  of  God,  wanting  in  thefe  cafes  to  fet  a  price  upon  all  fuch  pro- 
ceedings of  righteoufnefs  and  juftice,  it  being  one  witnefs  of  God  in 
the  world  to  carry  on  a  teftimony  againft  the  injuftice  and  unrighteouf- 
nefs  of  men,  and  agamft  the  mifcarriages  of  government  when  cor- 
rupted or  declining  from  their  primitive  and  original  glory." 

The  demands  of  the  army  expreffed  in  this  declaration  were.  That 
the  houfes  (hould  be  fpeedily  purged  of  fuch  as  for  their  delinquency, 
their  abufe  of  truft,  and  corruptions,  ought  not  to  fit  there;  that 
thofe  perfons  who  had  abufed  the  parliament  and  army,  and  endan- 
gered the  kingdoms,  fliould  fpeedily  be  difabled  from  doing  farther 
mifchief  i  that  fome  dme  Ihould  be  fet  for  the  continuance  of  this  and 
future  parliaments,  and  new  elections  made  fucceffively,  according  to 
the  bill  for  triennial  ones ;  that  provifion  fhould  be  made,  that  future 
parliaments  might  not  be  adjournable  or  difiblvable  at  the  King's  plea- 
fure,  but  continue  the  fet  time  ;  that  in  the  prefent  diftribution  of  elec- 
tions, members  were  very  unequal,  and  the  multitude  of  burgefles  for 
decayed  or  inconfiderable  towns,  whofe  intereft  in  the  kingdom  did 
in  many  not  exceed,  and  in  others  not  equal  ordinary  villages,  did 
orive  too  much  and  too  evident  opportunity  for  men  of  power  to  frame 
parties  in  parliament,  to  ferve  particular  interefts  -,  it  was  defired,  that 
fome  provifion  fliould  be  made  for  fuch  diftribution  of  future  elections 
as  might  render  the  houfe  of  Commons  a  more  equal  reprefenrative  of 
the  people  •,  that  the  right  of  the  people  to  reprefent  to  the  parliament 
their  grievances   by   petition   fliould   be    vindicated  -,  that   the  large 
powers  given  to  committees  of  deputy-lieutenants  during  the  war,  as 
did  appear  not  neceflTary  to  be  continued,  fliould  be  taken  away,  and 
fuch  as  were  neceflTary  fliould  be  put  into  a  regulated  way,  and  left  to 
as  little  arbitrarinefs  as  the  nature  and  neceflity  of  the  offices  would 
bear  •,  that  the  parliament  would  fatisfy  the  kingdom  in  point  of  ac- 
count, and  other  things  whereby  the  commonwealth  might  be  con- 
ceived to  have  been  wronged ;  that  the  public  juftice  having  been 
fatisfied  by  fome  few  examples  of  the  worft  of  the  excepted  perfons, 
fome  courfe  fliould  be  taken,  by  a  general  aft  of  oblivion  or  otherwife, 
whereby  the  feeds  of  future  war  might  be  deftroyed. 

The  provifion  propofed  by  the  Declaration  was.  That  thofe  counties 
which   included  inconfiderable  towns,  fliould  be  reftrained   in  their 
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were,  they  fent  up  a  declaration,  where,  indcad  of 
quibbUng  on  the  terius  of  law,  and  the  forms  and 
principles  of  the  coatlitution,  they  aflcrted  their 
caufe  on  the  rights  of  nature,  the  laws  of  equity 
and  that  rule  of  reafon  which  would  teach  a  body  of 
men  to  keep  their  arms  in  their  hands  till  the  pur- 
pofes  were  fully  anfwered  for  which  they  took  them 
up  ^ . 

lawar.     The  commimoners  were  afterwards  altered  to  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham and  the  lord  Wharton. 

•  «  We  were  not,  fays  the  declaration,  a  mere  mercenary  army, 
hired  to  lerve  any  arbitrary  power  of  ttate,  but  called  forth  and   con- 
iured    by  the  fevcial  declarations  of  parliament,  to  the  defence  of  our 
own  and  the  peoples' juft  rights  and  liberties  -,  and  fo  we  took  up  arms 
in  iud^ment  and  confcience  to  thole  ends,  and  have  fo  continued  them  , 
and  are  relolved,  according  to  your  firftjuft  defires  in  your  declarations, 
and  fuch  principles  as  we  have  received  from  your  fretjuent  informa- 
tions, and  our  own  common  fenfe,  concerning  thefe  our  fundamental 
ri-rhts  and  liberties,  to  aflert  and  vindicate  the  jult  power  and  rights 
of  this  kingdom  in  parliament  for  thofe  common  ends  premifed  againft 
all  arbitrary  power,  violence,  and  uppreflion,  and  all  particular  parties 
Lnd  interett  whatfoever -,  the  faid  declarations  dill  direamg  us  to  the 
equitable  fenfe  of  all  laws  and  conltitutions,  as  difpenfing  with   the 
very  letter  of  the  fame,  and  being  fuperior  to  it  when  the  fatety  and 
prefervation  of  all  is  concerned;  and  afTuring  us,  that  all  authority  is 
fundamentally  feated  in  the  office,  and  but  minifterially  in  the  perlon. 
—The  parliament  hath  declared  it  no  refiftance  of  magiftracy,  to  fide 
with  the  iuft  principles  of  law,  nature,  and   nations,  being  that   Ian- 
xmon  which  we  have  affifted  you  ;  and  that  the  foldiery  may  lawfully 
hold  the  hands   of  that  general  who  will  turn  his  cannon  againft  his 
army  on  purpofe  to  deftroy  them,  the  feamen  the  hands  of  that  pilot 
..ho  wilfully  runs  the  ihip  upon  the  rock,  as  our  brethren  of  Scotland 
ar-ued  -,  and  fuch  were  the  proceedings  of  our  anceftors  of  famous 
memory,  to  the  purchafing  of  fuch  rights  and  liberties  as  they  have 
enjoyed  through  the  price  of  their  blood ;  and  we,  both  by  that  and 
the  later  blood  of  our  dear  friends  and  fellow-foldicrs,  with  the  iiazard 
of  our  own,  do  now  lay  claim  unto.     Nor  is  that  fupreme  end,  the 
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glory  of  God,  v/anting  in  tliefe  cafes  to  fet  a  price  upon  all  fuch  pro- 
ceedings of  righteoufnefs  and  juftice,  it  being  one  witnefsofGod  in 
the  world  to  carry  on  a  teftimony  againft  the  injuftice  and  un righteouf- 
nefs of  men,  and  againft  the  mifcarriages  of  government  when  cor- 
rupted or  declining  from  their  primitive  and  original  glory.** 

The  demands  of  the  army  exprefled  in  this  declaration  were.  That 
the  houfes  ftiould  be  fpeedily  purged  of  fuch  as  for  their  delinquency, 
their  abufe  of  truft,  and  corruptions,  ought  not  to  fit  there;  that 
thole  perfons  who  had  abufed  the  parliament  and  army,  and  endan- 
gered the  kingdoms,  fliould  fpeedily  be  difabled  from  doing  farther 
mifchief ;  that  fome  time  ftiould  be  fet  for  the  continuance  of  this  and 
future  parliaments,  and  new  elections  made  fucccflively,  according  to 
the  bill  for  triennial  ones ;  that  provifion  ftiould  be  made,  that  future 
parliaments  might  not  be  adjournable  or  diftblvable  at  the  King's  plea- 
fure,  but  continue  the  fet  time  ;  that  in  the  prefent  diftribution  of  elec- 
tions, members  were  very  unequal,  and  the  multitude  of  burgefles  for 
decayed  or  inconfiderable  towns,  whofe  intereft  in  the  kingdom  did 
in  many  not  exceed,  and  in  others  not  equal  ordinary  villages,  did 
orive  too  much  and  too  evident  opportunity  for  men  of  power  to  frame 
parties  in  parliament,  to  ferve  particular  interefts;  it  was  defired,  that 
fome  provifion  fliould  be  made  for  fuch  diftribution  of  future  ele(5lions 
as  might  render  the  houfe  of  Commons  a  more  equal  reprefentative  of 
the  people  ;  that  the  right  of  the  people  to  reprefent  to  the  parliament 
their   grievances   by   petition    fliould   be    vindicated ;  that    the  large 
powers  given  to  committees  of  deputy-lieutenants  during  the  war,  as 
did  appear  not  necefiary  to  be  continued,  fliould  be  taken  away,  and 
fuch  as  were  necefiary  fliould  be  put  into  a  regulated  way,  and  left  to 
as  little  arbitrarinefs  as  the  nature  and  neceflity  of  the  offices  would 
bear  •,  that  the  parliament  would  fatisfy  the  kingdom  in  point  of  ac- 
count, and  other  things  whereby  the  commonwealth  might  be  con- 
ceived to  have  been  wronged  -,  that  the  public  juftice  having  been 
fatisfied  by  fome  few  examples  of  the  worft  of  the  excepted  perfons, 
fome  courfe  fliould  be  taken,  by  a  general  aft  of  oblivion  or  otherwife, 
whereby  the  feeds  of  future  war  might  be  deftroyed. 

The  provifion  propofed  by  the  Declaration  was.  That  thofe  counties 
which   included  inconfiderable  towns,  ftiould  be  refljained   in  their 
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by   the  parliament,    was  drawn   up   by  commiflary- 
gcncral  Ircton  *,   a   man  of  genius   and  erudition,  a 
firm  republican  in  principle,  of  cxtcnfivc  knowledge 
and  found  judgment  in  matters  of  policy  and  govern- 
ment,  and  who,  excelling  in   fluewdnefs  and   under- 
Handing  every   individual  of  his  party,  was   the  con- 
cealed   but   Iblc  dire^ftor    of  all  the  motions  of   the 
army,      'ihe  army  fly  led  their  declaration  a  reprefcn- 
tation    concerning   the   jull    and    fundamental    rights 
and  liberties    of    themfelves   and    the    kingdom,   and 
accompanied  it  with  a  charge  againll  eleven  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,   the  leaders  of   the  Prelby- 
terian  party  t,  whom  they  accufed  of  being  incendia- 
ries between  the  parliament  and  the  army,  the   pro- 
moters of  all  the  proceedings   againft  this  body,  and 
the  contrivers  of  plots  to  involve  the  kingdom  in  a 
new  war. 


The  refolution  and  fagacity  which  had  marked  the 
conduct  of  the  army,  with  their  fenfiblc  and  fpirited 
declarations  in  favor  of  the  freedom  of  the  common- 


tlt(5tion  of  members  to  the  proporrion  of  rates  they  bore  to  the  common 
burthen  and  charge  of  the  kingdom. 

As  the  powers  of  the  levcral  committees  appointed  by  the  parliament 
were  great,  they  were  confeqncntly  abulcd.  Under  color  of  malignancy, 
the  individuals  who  com.polcil  theie  courts  exercifed  vengeance  againll 
their  private  enemies-,  to  the  guilty  fold  their protedion  •,  and,  on  the 
peril  of  undcfervcd  cenfure,  exaded  money  from  the  innocent. 

*  Ireton  drew  up  all  the  papers  publiflied  by  the  army. 

f  Dcnzil  Holli-s,  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  Sir  William  Lewis,  Sir  John 
Clotworthy,  Sir  William  Waller,  Sir  John  Maynard,  major-general 
MalTey,  Glynn  the  recorder,  colonel  Walter  Long,  colonel  Edward 

Harley,  and  An-hony  Nichols,  Efq. 

wealth, 
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wealth,  had  gained  them  fuch  reputation,  that  whilil  ^nn.  1647. 
the  power  of  the  parliament,  except  by  the  faction  ^\ 
was  cither  hated  or  defpifed,  they  received  addreflcs 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  as  the  only  guardians 
of  public   liberty  f-     The    city    of  London    was    fo 
much  frighted  at  their  courage  and  popularity,  that 
they    fent   a   deputation    of  aldermen  -  and  common- 
council-men  to  St.  Alban  s,  difclaiming  any  intention 
to  raifc   forces,  or  to  oppofe   the  proceedings  of  the 
army  ;   and  petitioned  the    Commons  to   give  way  to 
the   difcharging  all  the    forces  levied  in  confequcnce 
of  their  votes.     The  Commons,  notwithftanding  this 
difcouragement,  yet   retained   fpirit  enough   to   deny 
the  requell  ]:.   By  the  perfuafion  of  their  leaders,  they 
fent  a  conciliatory  mefTage    to  the  King ;  and  though 
they    fo  far  condefcended  as   to  fend  a  civil  letter   to 
Fairfax,  in   which   they    fignified    they    had    defifted 


*  The  Prelbytcrians. 

f  In  thefe  addrefles  the  petitioners  defire,  that  the  army  may  not  be 
diA)anded  till  all  grievances  are  redrelled  -,  complain  that  their  peti- 
tions to  the  parliament  were  not  now,  as  in  former  times,  either  received 
or  anfwered,  and  in  particular  their  petitions  againft  tythes,  &c.  The 
Preibyterian  clergy,  though  they  had  inveighed  againft  the  avarice  of  the 
epifcopalians,  of  their  performing  their  duty  for  gain  inftead  of  godli- 
nefs,  &c.  were  for  fccuring  to  themfelves  the  fpoils  of  the  adverfary . 
and 'preferred  many  petitions  to  the  parliament  for  the  fettlemcnt  of 
tythes,  &c.  Thefe  pretenfions  were  much  diHiked  by  the  laity,  who 
hoped',  when  the  old  ecclcfiaftical  eftablifliment  was  aboliflied,  to  be 
eafed  'of  part  of  the  taxes  they  had  paid  to  the  church.  The  Inde- 
pendent clergy,  of  whom  the  army  were  the  patrons,  difclaimed  all 
pretenfions  to  a  fetded  revenue. 

J  It  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  feventy-fix  againft  feventy-two, 
that  the  queftion  concerning  difcharging  fhould  not  be  put. 
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from  all  farther  levies,  or  from  ordering  up  thf* 
troops  from  the  dillant  couniics,  yet  they  rcfufcd  to 
proceed  on  the  charge  againil  the  eleven  members, 
unlefii  particulars  were  fent  up  by  the  accufers.  The 
army,  with  the  cliarge  againtl  thcfe  ofl'enders,  had 
demanded,  that,  by  an  immediate  liiCpenlion  from  fit- 
ting in  the  houlc,  ihcy  lliould  be  difabled  froin  hin- 
dering, by  their  power  and  influence,  the  jull  pro- 
ceedings of  that  aiTemlyly.  The  (lommons  infilled 
iliat  the}'  could  not,  confidently  with  ilie  privilege  of 
parliament  and  the  laws  of  equity,  proceed  thus  far 
againft  them  on  a  general  charge  ;  but  the  army,  to 
the  great  triumph  of  the  royalills,  pleaded  the  pre- 
cedent the  parliament  had  themfelves  made  in  fcveral 
cafes  *  ;  particularly  thofc  of  the  carl  of  Strallbrd, 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  lord-keeper 
rinch  f . 

*  In  this  remonftrance  the  army  hinted,  that  the  expunging  the 
declaration  thefc  leaders  had  advilcd,  was  more  the  ciYci^i.  of  fear 
than  any  good  intention  the  hoiife,  under  its  prcfcnt  influence,  had 
to  the  army  ;  and  upbraided  ihem  with  Iiaving  pafied  a  declaration, 
which  they  afterwards  found  necelTary  to  expunge  without  any  altera- 
tion in  its  pretended  ground.  They  prefer  to  the  confideration  of  the 
houfc  tlic  iuficring  a  diflent  on  any  important  queftion  ;  and  profefs, 
that  though  they  thought  no  privilege  ought  to  protedl  evil  men  in 
doing  wrong  to  particulars,  or  niifchief  to  the  public,  yet  their  regard 
to  the  privileges  of  the  parliament  had  hindered  tiiem  from  fending  up 
a  particular  cliarge  againil  the  eleven  members,  till  they  were  fuf- 
pcnded  from  fitting  in  the  houfc. 

f  With  their  compliance  in  this  point,  they  fjTthcr  infifled,  that 
tiie  declaration  inviting  men  to  deferr  the  arsny,  witfi  a  promife  of 
their  arrears  if  they  tlid  (o,  fliould  be  recalled  and  fupjireifed  ;  that 
the  army  fliould  be  immediately  paid  up  equally  to  thofe  who  had 
dekrtvd   i:  j  that  his  majefiy's    coming  to  Richmond  fliould  be  fuf- 
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As  the  city,  by  the  tamencfs  of  their  conduct,  had  Ann.  1647. 
fliewn  tliey  were  not  to  be  depended  on  in  oppofition 
to  a  victorious  army,  and  as  the  troops  commanded 
by  Prelbyterian  officers  lay  in  the  north  and  well  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  the  mod  }udicious  men  of  the  party 
urged  the  expediency  of  gaming  time  by  compliance. 
The  parliament  gave  way  to  the  prefcnt  neceility  :  the 
king's  journey  to  Richmond  was  no  longer  infifted  on  r 
new  commillloners,  with  additional  powers,  were  fent. 
down  to  the  army,  both  by  the  city  and  parliament  ; 
orders  were  given  for  difcharging  all  the  levies  whicli 


pened  until  things  were  better  fettled  and  compofed,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  no  place  fliould  be  appointed  for  his  majcfl:y's  refidence,  that 
mifTht  be  any  nearer  to  London  than  the  parliament  v/ould  allow  the 
quarters  of  the  army  to  be ;  that  thofe  who  have   deferted  the  army 
fliould  be   infl:antly  difcharged   and  difperfcd,  and    receive  no  more  of 
their  arrears  till  the  army  was  firll  fatisfied  ;  that  both  parliament  and 
city  fliould  be  fpeedily  and   efiTedually  freed  from  thofe  multitudes  of 
reformadoes  and  other  foldiers  which  flocked  together  about  London, 
aixl  a  fpeedy   difpatcli  and  difcharging  of  them   from  the  city  ;  that 
all  fuch  lifl:incrs  or  raifinss  of  new  forces,  or  drawing  together  of  any, 
as  was  beforementioned,  and  all  preparations  towards  a  new  war,  may 
be  eftedtually  declared  againfl:  and  fuppreflTed,  as  alfo  all  innovations 
or  endeavors   to  draw  in   foreign  fortes  ;  that  the  p relent  perplexed 
affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  thofe  concerning  the  army,  as  alfo  all  the 
things  defired  in  the  late  reprefentation  of  the  army  in   behalf  of  the 
kingdom,  fliould  be  put  into  fome  fpeedy  way  of  lettlement  and  com- 
pofure.     The  army  in  this  ufed  the  following  threat,  that  they  fliould 
[>c  enforced    by  the  parliament's  affedled  delays  to  take  extraordinary 
courfes  to  put  things  to  a  fpeedy  ifllie,  unlefs  they  received  aflfurance 
and  fecurity  on  the  fpecificd  articles  •,  and  obferved,  that  parliamentary 
privihges,  as  well  as  royal  prerogatives,  may  be  abufed  by  being  turned 
againft  the  people  •,  and    that,  in  this  cafe,  it  was  as  laudable  to  op^ 
pofe  the  one  as  the  other. 
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had  been  made  in  the  city  by  the  authority  of  the  houfc 
of  Commons,  or  the  committees  of  militia ;  the  de- 
fertcrs  who  had  come  in  on  the  invitation  and  at  the 
carncfl  rcqucll:  of  the  parliament  were  discharged ; 
the  troops  under  Fairfax,  now  voted  the  parlia- 
ment's army,  were  to  be  paid  up  equally  with  thofc 
who  had  left  the  fcrvice  * ;  the  King  was  to  refidc  no 
nearer  to  the  capital  than  were  the  quarters  of  the 
army ;  the  reformadoes  were  to  remove  ;  and  in  com- 
pliance toafrefli  propofition,  all  the  land  forces  within 
the  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  ifles 
of  Guemfey  and  Jerfcy,  were  to  be  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and  no  officer  or 
private  Ibldier  was  to  leave  the  army,  without  licence 
from  the  general.  They  revoked  the  orders  they  had 
made  for  drawing  in  forces  from  the  adjacent  coun- 
ties, for  the  bringing  in  lifts  of  the  names  and  qua- 
lities of  fuch  gentlemen  and  reformado  officers  as 
Ihould  be  willing  to  engage  in  their  fervice :  they 
voted  the  raifing  lixty  thouland  pounds  a  month,  for 
maintenance  of  the  army  and  the  fervice  of  h'eland  ; 


*  Notwithftanding  the  dill  continued  heavy  alTtfTments,  and  the 
lart^e  fums  which  accrued  from  the  forfeited  cftates  and  the  com- 
pofition  for  delinquency,  the  Prefbyterians,  to  whom  all  the  places 
of  trufc  had  been  in  general  committed,  were  fuch  bad  managers  of 
the  public  treafure,  that  the  parliament  was  necefiitatcd  to  borrow 
another  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  the  city,  to  be  enabled  to  ad- 
vance to  the  army  the  month's  pay  which  had  been  promifed  them. 
The  city  were  fo  backward  and  refradory  on  the  defired  payment  of 
this  loan,  that  the  army  were  obliged  to  threaten  them,  that  they 
would  levy  it  by  diftrcfs  for  the  arrears  of  payment  on  former  loans 
and  affeflments.     Rufi'wortb^  vol.  VII.  p.  -j^^, 
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fcnt  them  down  confiderable  fums  of  money  for  their  Ann.  1647. 
prefent  fatisfadtion  ;  and,  in  fome  meafure  to  pacify 
them  on  the  fubjed  of  the  fufpenfion,  the  eleven 
members  were  perfuaded  to  afk,  and  were  readily 
granted  the  leave  of  the  houfe,  for  abfenting  them- 
felves  till  the  prefent  jealoufies  were  fubfided. 

These  conciliatory  meafures  had  their  cffecfl:  the 
refentment  of  the  army  was  to  all  appearance  miti- 
gated ;  and,  they  were  induced  by  their  general  to 
comply  with  the  earneft  defire,  both  of  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  city,  to  remove  their  quarters  to  the 
diftance  of  Reading.  Cromwell,  Ireton,  Fleetwood, 
Harrifon,  Sir  Hardrefs  Waller,  Rich,  Lambert,  Ham- 
mond, and  Rainfborough,  were  appointed  by  the 
army  to  treat  with  the  parliament's  commiffioners  on 
terms  of  accommodation.  But  whilft  the  former  com- 
plained, that  though  the  parliament  feemed  by  their 
votes  to  comply  with  the  defires  of  the  army,  yet 
they  delayed  to  put  thefe  votes  in  execution  ;  and 
that  the  commencement  of  the  treaty  was  prolonged 
by  their  infilling,  as  a  neceflary  preliminary,  That 
the  parliament  fhould  perform  fome  of  thofe  things 
which  they  had  in  appearance  granted  ;  rumors  con- 
tinually prevailed  in  the  camp,  that  the  adverfe  fadtion 
in  London  were  making  great  preparations  to  over- 
throw all  which  had  been  yielded  to  in  favor  of  the 
army  ;  that  the  lifting  of  foldiers  was  carrying  on 
in  a  clandeftine  manner  ;  and  that  there  was  a 
great  talk  of  fuccors  being  expedled  from  Scotland. 
The  following  fet  of  demands  were,  in  confequence 
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Ann.  1647.  of  thefe  reports,  fent  up  to  the  parliament:  That  & 
declaration  be  publiflied  againft  the  bringing  in  fo- 
reign forces  i  that  the  army  be  paid  up  equal  to  its 
deferters,  and  put  into  a  conftant  courfc  of  pay  ;  that 
the  committee  of  the  militia  of  London,  which  had 
been  changed  by  an  ordinance  of  the  fourth  of  May 
laft,  ihould  be  reftorcd  ;  and  the  militia  of  the  city 
fpeedily  returned  into  thofe  hands  who  had  formerly 
given  large  teftimonies  of  their  fidelity  to  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  kingdom.  On  the  receipt  of  this  peti- 
tion, the  parliament  declared,  That  whofoever  fhould 
bring  in  foreign  forces,  without  the  confent  of  both 
houfes,  ihould  be  deemed  traitors  ;  and,  to  convince 
the  army  that  they  intended  no  other  than  pacific 
meafurcs,  the  government  of  the  militia  of  London 
was  immediately  reilored  to  the  Independents,  from 
whom  it  had  been  taken  by  the  forementioncd 
ordinance*. 

By  this  unlimited  acquicfcence  f ,  the  Prcfbytcrians 
hoped  to  prevent  a  rupture  with  the  army,  and  to 
wait  a  more  favorable  opportunity  for  recovering 
tlicir  power  and  influence  :  but  this,  the  only  pro- 
bable chance  they  had  of  preferving  any   fliare  of 


*  Pennington,  the  late  lord-mayor,  was  one  of  this  number. 

-f-  The  treaty  between  the  parliament  and  the  army  was,  after  thefe 
refolutions  had  pafled,  carried  on  with  great  alacrity.  The  army 
were  very  forward  in  finiftiing  their  propofals  for  fettling  the  public 
peace,  and  came  to  a  refolution  with  the  parliament's  commiflioners, 
for  the  fpeedily  fending  eight  thoufand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe 
Jnto  Ireland.     Pari.  H-fi.  vol.  XVL  p.  21c. 
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former  authority  (for  the  forces  under  Pointz  in  the  Ann.  1647. 
North  had  imprifoned  their  general,  and  had  entered 
into  an  afTociation  with  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax's  army, 
and  many  foldiers  who  had  engaged  to  go  to  Ireland 
now  offered  their  fervice  to  this  general),  they  were 
totally  deprived  of  by  the  turbulent  impatience  of 
fome  individuals  of  the  party.  The  eleven  accufed 
members,  who,  inftead  of  retiring  beyond  fea,  ac- 
cording to  their  propofition  to  the  Commons,  till  the 
prcfcnt  jealoufies  were  fubfided,  lay  lurking  in  the 
city  to  watch  a  favorable  opportunity  to  reinftate 
thcmfelves  in  their  oflnice  :  They  did  not  fail  to  work 
on  the  exafperatcd  fpirits  of  their  brethren,  who 
could  not  forbear  to  accufe  the  parliament  of  bafenefs 
of  conduct  nor  fee  without  the  utmoft  regret  the 
condefcenfions  of  this  affembly  to  the  army.  A  pe- 
tition,  which  contradided  fome  of  the  demands  of 
the  army,  and  defired  a  good  correfpondencc  with 
Scotland  might  be  maintained,  was  prefented  to 
the  parliament  by  the  common-council  of  London, 
who  were  all  of  the  Prefbyterian  fed.  An  engage- 
ment, by  which  the  confederates  bound  themfelves  to 
endeavor  that  the  King  fhould  come  to  London  with 
honor,  fafety,  and  freedom,  and  that  without  the 
nearer  approach  of  the  army,  there  to  confirm  fuch 
things  as  he  had  granted  in  his  meffage  of  the  twelfth 
of  May  laft,  and  that  by  a  perfonal  treaty  with  his 
two  houfes,  and  the  commiffioners  for  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  the  points  which  were  yet  in  difference 
might  be  fettled,  and  a  firm  peace  eftablifhed,  was 
entered  into  by  the  party  in  general.  In  vain  did 
the  parliament  publiila  a  prohibition  to  fign  it :  the 
Vol.  IV.  }C  X  com- 
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Ann.  1647.  commotions  every  hour  encreafcd,  frequent  affemblics 
were  held,  foldiers  publicly  lifted,  and  petitions  poured 
into  the  parliament  for  the  cftabliflimcnt  of  Prefby- 
icry,  and  againft  fedlaries  j  and  into  the  common- 
council  %  that  the  militia  might  be  continued  as  fet- 
tled by  ordinance  of  the  fourth  of  May.  The  refulc 
of  thefe  petitions  was  reprcfented  in  another  of  the 
common-council  to  the  parliament,  wherein  they 
complain,  That  the  houfes  had  fhewn  them  an  im- 
ufual  neglect,  in  not  taking  the  fcnfc  of  the  city  be- 
fore they  determined  on  the  fubje^  of  its  militia. 

Tamuits.  The  caution  of  the  parliament  not  fufTering  them- 

to  comply  with  the  requeft  of  their  party,  the  peti- 
tioners grew  tumultuoufly  importunate ;  and,  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  July,  a  rabble  of  apprentices  and 
others  went  in  crowds  to  Weftminfter,  with  a  peti- 
tion, which  they  prefented  to  the  Commons,  That  the 
ordinance  of  the  twenty-third  of  July,  for  change  of 
the  militia  of  London,  fliould  be  immediately  re- 
pealed ;  that  the  ciiy  fhould  be  vindicated  againft  a 
late  pretended  declaration,  that  thofe  are  traitors  who 
Ihall  avSt  to  get  fubfcriptions,  and  that  it  fhall  be  re- 
voked ;  and  that  both  houfes  fhould  prefently  make 
an  order  for  the  calling  in  abfent  members,  efpccially 
the  eleven  late  accufed  members.  The  receipt  of 
thefe  demands  threw  the  houfe  into  a  ferious  and 
j^nxious   debate  j  which  taking  up  more    time    than 

*  There  were  feveral  petitions  of  a  contrary  nature  carried  up  about 
this  time  by  the  Independents.  The  behavior  of  thefe  petitioners  v.as 
decent,  and  the  (lyle  of  their  petitions  moded. 
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the  impatience  of  the  petitioners  could  bear,  they  Ann.  i64>. 
grew  outrageous,  threw  ftones  in  at  the  windows, 
and  almoft  knocked  down  the  door  of  the  houfe  *. 
Both  Lords  and  Commons,  finding  refiftance  would 
be  vain,  voted,  That  the  ordinance  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  July,  for  fettling  the  militia  of  London,  and 
the  declaration  of  the  twenty-fourth,  to  the  fame  in- 
tent, fhould  be  null  and  void.  The  Commons  ad- 
journed till  the  next  day  ;  but  the  fpeaker  and  the 
^rrcater  part  of  the  members  were  conftrained  by  the 
mob  to  refume  their  places,  and  to  vote  that  the  King 
iliould  come  to  London. 

When  the  intelligence  of   this  tumult  reached  the  The  army 

'  c*  .  ,  march  to 

camp,  the  army  were  immediately  put  mto  motion,  London. 
and  advanced  with  fpeed  to  the  capital,  to  chaftife  (as 
they  faid)  the  feditious  rabble,  to  vindicate  the   in- 
vaded   privileges   of   parliament,  and   to    reftore   that 
aflembly  to  its  juft  freedom  of  debate  and  council. 
On  Hounflow-Heath,  where   they  were   drawn  up  to  The  two 
the   number  of   twenty   thoufand  ftrong,  they   were  tltZ'i^^ 
met  by  the  fpeakers  of  the  two  houfes  in  their  for-  ll'^^^^^^^^ 
malities,  with   nineteen    peers    t    ^^^^   o^^    hundred  drawiromthc 

*  Whitlock  fays,  That  apprentices  and  others  of  the  common  fort 
came  into  the  houfe  of  Commons  with  their  hats  on,  kept  the  door 
open,  and  called  out  as  they  ftood,  "  Vote,  vote,"  (landing  in  this 
manner  till  the  votes  had  pafled  for  repealing  the  ordinance  for  chang- 
ing the  mHitia,  and  the  declaration  of  both  houfes  of  the  twenty-fourth. 
This  petition  was  ftyled,  "  The  humble  Dcfires  of  the  Citizens,  Com- 
manders, &c." 

f  The  earls  of  Northumberland,  Kent,  Rutland,  Sanim,  War- 
wick, Denbigh,  Mulgrave,  and  Stamford  •,  the  vifcounts  Hereford 
and  Say  and  Seal  •,  the  lords  Delawar,  Dacres,  North,  Grey,  Roberts, 
Maynard,  Howard,  Herbert,  and  Bruce, 

X  X  2  Com- 
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Commoners  *,  who  having  fccrctly  retired  from  the 
diftradled  city,  applied  to  the  army  for  defence  and 
protec5lion  againfl  the  violence  of  the  muhitude. 
This  favorable  event,  which  gave  a  legal  coloring  to 
their  proceedings,  crowned  the  fuccefles  of  the  army. 
They  rent  the  air  with  the  fliouts  and  acclamations 
with  which  they  received  the  petitioners,  and  the 
fame  rc'^pe^l  was  paid  them  as  due  to  the  full  parlia- 
ment of  England. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  July,  when  the  two  houfes  met 
after  a  fhort  adjournment,  to  their  great  furprize  they 
mifled  both  their  fpeakers :  they  were  inftantly  en- 
quired after ;  and  when  thefe  afTemblies  were  inform- 
ed, that  they  had  been  feen  going  out  of  town  in  the 
road  to  the  camp,  accompanied  with  feveral  of  the 
Peers  and  Commons,  they  proceeded  to  vote  the  lord 
Grey  for  the  fpeaker  of  the  upper  houfe,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Pelham  for  the  lower  houfe.  The  eleven  accufed 
members,  by  a  vote  of  the  houfe,  refumed  their  feats 
among  the  Commons  ;  and  as,  by  the  fore-mentioned 
defertion,  both  houfes  were  pretty  well  thinned  of 
the  Independent  party,  they  refolved,  with  little  con- 
tradic1:ion,  that  the  king  fhould  come  to  his  parlia- 
ment  with   honor,  freedom,  and   fafety  j- ;  that   the 

*  At  the  rendezvous  of  the  army  on  HounQow -Heath,  the  prince 
elector  palatine  paid  the  general  a  vifit. 

-f-  A  vote  afterwards  pafled,  that  the  place  the  King  be  defired  to 
come  to  fhould  be  London  -,  and  his  children,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  were  removed  into  the  city,  and  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  lord-mayor  and  (heriffs. 
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order  of  the  twentieth,  for  putting  all  the  land-forces  .^nn.  1647. 
in  the  pay  of  the  parliament  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  did  not  extend  to  give  him  any 
power  over  the  train-bands  or  garrifons  ;  that  the 
committee  of  fafety  f  fliould  grant  commiffions  to  all 
fuch  commanders  of  horfe,  foot,  and  dragoons,  as 
they  fliould  think  fit  for  the  fervice  and  fafety  of  the 
King,  kingdom,  parliament,  and  city ;  that  the  com- 
manders of  the  city-militia  fliould  be  enabkd  to 
punifli  fuch  as  did  not  repair  to  their  colors  ;  and 
that  the  mailer,  wardens,  and  afTiflants  of  the  Trinity- 
houfe  fliould  arm  all  the  mariners  and  feamen  they 
could  get.  The  committee  made  choice  of  major- 
general  MafTey  to  command  in  chief  j  and  pafTed  an 
order,  that  all  reformadoes  and  other  officers  fliould 
the  next  day  make  their  appearance  in  St.  James's 
field,  there  to  be  lifted,  and  the  forces  already  lifted 
to  be  formed  into  regiments. 

Whi  LST  the  Prefbytei'ians  were  enjoying  a  fhort-lived 
triumph  in  the  capital,  the  army  drew  nearer  and 
nearer ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark  (who, 
having  petitioned  to  be  put  under  a  feparate  com- 
mand, had  been  afifaulted,  and  feveral  of  them 
wounded  and   killed  by   Mafley  §  and  his  company) 

f  This  committee  of  fafety  was  appointed  on  the  occafion,  and 
compofed  of  the  eleven  impeached  members,  and  others  as  zealoufly 
afFeded  to  the  caufe.  Sir  William  Waller,  and  Pointz,  who  had  now 
got  out  of  his  imprifonment,  were  employed  as  commanding  officers 
of  thefe  new  levies.     Remonjtrance  of  the  Army, 

§  Petitioners  who  at  the  fame  time  carried  up  a  petition  that  means 
might  be  ufed  for  a  compofure,  fhared  the  fame  fate. 
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Aau.  1647.  Opened  their  gates  to  a  detached  party  of  the  amiy, 
under  major  Ilaintboroiigh.  The  citizens,  who,  on 
the  receipt  of  any  intelligence  that  the  array  halted, 
had  made  the  ftreets  relouad  with  the  cry  of  "  One 
and  all,  one  and  all,"  and  on  a  contrary  intelligence 
had  cried  as  loud,  "  Treat,  treat,"  were  quite  fubdued 
by  this  defe<^ion.  The  common-council  wrote  to 
the  general,  that  underftanding  by  a  declaration  he 
had  publifhed,  that  the  army's  intent  was  only  to 
reflore  the  feceding  members  to  their  places  in  par- 
liament, the  city  was  ready  to  concur  with  him  in 
that  deiign.  The  general  returned  anfwer.  That  they 
Ihould  yield  to  defert  the  impeached  members,  call 
in  their  declaration  newly  publifhed  *,  rclinquifli  their 
militia,  deliver  up  all  their  forts  and  line  of  com- 
munication, together  wuth  the  Tower  of  London,  and 
all  its  magazines  ;  that  they  ihould  difband  their 
forces,  turn  the  reformadoes  out  of  the  line,  with- 
draw their  guards  from  the  parliament,  receive  fuch 
guards  of  horfe  and  foot  within  the  line  as  he  lliould 
appoint,  demolifli  their  works,  and  fufTer  the  whole 
army  to  march  without  interruption  through  the  city. 
Humiliating  as  were  thefe  demands,  they  were  in- 
ftantly  fubmitted  to,  and  punctually  performed  f ;  and 

•  This  was  a  declaration  they  had  fet  forth  againft  the  army,  in 
which  they  had  charged  them  with  being  the  authors  of  the  prcfent 
confufions. 

*"  .  *  ■ 

f  The  city  magiftrates  fent  a  committee  of  aldermen  and  council  to 
congratulate  the  general  on  his  arrival  in  London  ;  they  gave  orders  to 
prepare  for  him  a  prelent  of  a  balbn  and  an  ewer  of  gold,  to  the  value 
of  above  one  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  invited  him  and  his  officers  to  a 
fplendid   entertainment  at  the  Guildhall.     Thefe  forced  compliments 

wer^ 


CHARLES 


L 


343 


to  the  honor  of  the  army,  though   they  marched  in  Ann.  1647. 
triumph  through  the  city,  they  preferved  both  order 
and  decency,   and  carried  /he  appearance  of  humility 
in  (lead  of  infult  *. 

The   two  fpeakers,  with  the  refl   of  the  feceding  The  receding 
members,  were  in  great  pomp  conducted  by  the  army  J^^  tYei^" 
to    Weftminfter,     and    refumcd    their    feats    in    both  [J^^^'j-J^ '°  ^'^^^ 
houfes ;   who  now   proceeded    to   refolutions   fatisfac- 
tory    to   the   army.     Every  mcafure  they  had  taken  The  pariia- 
was    ratified  in   form :  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  ap-  S proc«d- 
pointed  conftable  of  the  Tower,  with  a  power  to  name  [hfVrmT^ 
his  deputy  ;  was  declared  generaliffimo,  with  a  power 
to  place  or  difplace  what  officers  he  thought  proper  y 
to    annihilate   the   London    militia ;  and    to    appoint 
what  guards  he  pleafed  to  the  parliament.     He  was 
invited  by   this    alTembly   to   come   and  receive  the 
thanks  of   both  houfes ;  a  committee  of  parliament 
was  enjoined  to  enquire  for  and  find  out  the  perfons 
concerned  in  the  late  tumults  ;  the  promoters,  framers,. 
or  contrivers  of  the  engagement  and  afifociation  de- 
clared againil  by  the  two  houfes  on  the  twenty-fourth- 
of  July  lafl  J  and  that  they  fhould  examine  who  had 

were   refufed  with  the  difdain  they  deferved ;  the  general  returning  to 
them  a  (hort  reply,  that  the  fettlemcnt  of  the  nation  demanded  his- 
whole  time  and  attention. 

*  Clarendon  fays,  That  v.hilfl:  the  army  had  lain  quartered  at  Brent- 
ford, Hounflow,  Twickenham,  and  the  adjacent  villages  about  Lon- 
don, they  had  neither  reftrained  provifions  from  being  carried  into  the 
town,  nor  done  the  lead  aftion  which  might  difoblige  or  difpleafe  the  ^ 

city  ;  for  the  army  was  under  fo  excellent  a  difcipline,  that  nobody 
could  complain  they  had  fuftained  any  damage  or  provocation,  either 
m  word  or  deed. 

raifed: 
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Ann.  1647.    raifed  or  adted,  or   endeavored  to  raife  any  force  in 
maintenance  of  the  faid  engagement  and  afTociation. 
All   reformado  officers  and  foldiers  were   ordered  to 
depart,  and    not  to    come    within    twenty    miles    of 
London.    An  order  was   paflcd,  That  the  twelfth  of 
Augufl  fhould  be   a  day  of  thankfgiving  to  God,  for 
reftoring  the  members    of  both  houfes   to  their  juft 
privileges  without   the   effufion   of  blood  ;  and    that 
a  gratuity  of  a  month's   pay  fhould  be  given  to   the 
non-commiffioncd   officers   and  foldiers  for   this  great 
fervicc  * The  Lords,  more  forward  than  the  Com- 
mons in    the  court  now  paid  to  the  army,  propofed, 
That  the  two  houfes  fhould  pafs  their  approbation  on 
a    long    declaration  which    had   been    fct    forth    by 
the  army  and  the  feceding  Lords  and  Commons  ;   that 
all  the  ac^s  done  from  the  twenty  fixth  of  July  to  the 
fixth  of  Augufl  fhould  be  annulled  ;   that  it  fliould  be 
declared,  That  the  parliament  was  imder  force  from 
the  twenty-fixth  of   July  to  the  fixth  of  Augufl  ;   and 
that  the  members  who  afTembled    at    Weflminfter  in 
the   abfence    of  the  fpeaker,  fhould   be  expelled  the 
parliament,  and  puniflied  as  traitors.      The  Commons 
did  not    immediately  afTent   to    thefe    propofitions  f, 
and  a  conference    enfued :  but  the  next  day,  on   the 
fpeaker's  producing  a  kind  of  threatening  letter  from 

•  A6Vs  of  indemnity  were  pafled,  and  thanks  given  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Southwark  and  the  forces  in  Hcrtfordfliire  and 
Kent,  for  joining  with  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax's  army  in  prefervation  of 
the  peace  of  the  parliament,  city,  and  kingdom.  Ru/hworthy  vol.  VII. 
p.  772. 

-f-  The  Prefbyterians  carried  the  votes  for  not  agreeing  but  by  four 
or  five  voices. 
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Fairfax,  in  the  nature  of  a  remonftrance,  an  ordinance  Ann.  1647. 
was  pafTed  to  fuch  a  fenfc,  but  with  a  provifo  that  no 
perfon  fliould  be  impeached  or  punifhed  for  his  or 
their  ac^ling,  unlefs  they  had  been  found  guilty  of 
contriving,  acting,  or  abetting  the  force  which  had 
been  put  on  the  two  houfes,  or  did  afterwards  zSl 
upon  their  forced  votes,  or  were  guilty  of  entering 
into  or  promoting  the  late  engagement  for  bringing 
the  King  to  the  city,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
cxprefTed  in  his  majefty's  letter  of  the  twelfth  of  May 
lafl.  On  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  under  confideration  the  violence  offered  to  the 
houfe  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  July,  Sir  John  Glynn  * 
and  Sir  John  Maynard,  for  being  adlive  in  the  late 
diforders,  for  promoting  a  new  war  and  encourag- 
ing  the  riotous  petitioners,  were  difcharged  from 
being  members  of  parliament.  Sir  John  Maynard 
was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  impeached  of  high- 
treafon.  Sir  John  Gayre  (the  lord-mayor),  Thomas 
Cullam  (alderman),  and  one  of  the  fheriffs  of  Lon- 
don, with  three  other  aldermen,  viz.  *James  Bunce, 
John  Langham,  and  Thomas  Adams,  were  committed 
to  the  Tower  of  London  on  accufaiion  of  high-trea- 
fon  t ;  and   impeachments,  for  levying  war   againfl 

*  The  reft  of  the  impeached  members,  on  their  expulfion  from  the 
houfe,  had  abfcondcd.  They  were  all  afterwards  impeached  of  high- 
treafon,  except  Sir  Lewis  Dives,  who  was  only  accufed  of  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors. 

•y  All  the  principal  a6lors  in  the  late  tumult  had  the  fame  fate.  A 
declaration  was  drawn  up  to  exempt  thofe  who  had  not  been  adive, 
with  a  nrovifo,  That  no  members  of  the  houfe,  reduced  officers,  or 
delinquents  (cavaliers)  fliould  receive  any  benefit  by  the  declaration,, 
if  any  were  found  guihy  of  the  tumult.     Rujhw:rth,  vol.  VII.  p.  828. 
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Ann.  1647.  raifed  or  adted,  or  endeavored  to  raife  any  force  in 
maintenance  of  the  faid  engagement  and  afTociation. 
All  reformado  officers  and  foldiers  were  ordered  to 
depart,  and  not  to  come  within  twenty  miles  of 
London.  An  order  was  pafled,  That  the  twelfth  of 
Aviguil  fhould  be  a  day  of  thankfgiving  to  God,  for 
reftoring  the  members  of  both  houfcs  to  their  juft 
privileges  without  the  efFufion  of  blood  ;  and  that 
a  gratuity  of  a  month's  pay  fhould  be  given  to  the 
non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  for  this  great 
fervice  * The  Lords,  more  forward  than  the  Com- 
mons in  the  court  now  paid  to  the  army,  propofed. 
That  the  two  houfes  fhould  pafs  their  approbation  on 
a  long  declaration  which  had  been  fct  forth  by 
the  army  and  the  feceding  Lords  and  Commons  ;  that 
all  the  ac5ls  done  from  the  twenty  fixth  of  July  to  the 
fixth  of  Augufl  fhould  be  annulled  ;  that  it  fhould  be 
declared,  That  the  parliament  was  imder  force  from 
the  twenty-fixth  of  July  to  the  fixth  of  Auguft  ;  and 
that  the  members  who  aflcmblcd  at  Weftminftcr  in 
the  abfence  of  the  fpeaker,  fhould  be  expelled  the 
parliament,  and  punifhed  as  traitors.  The  Commons 
did  not  immediately  afTent  to  thefe  propofitions  f, 
and  a  conference  enfucd :  but  the  next  day,  on  the 
fpeaker's  producing  a  kind  of  threatening  letter  from 

*  Af^s  of  Indemnity  were  pafled,  and  thanks  given  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Sonthwark  and  the  forces  in  Hcrtfordfhire  and 
Kent,  for  joining  with  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax's  army  in  prefervation  of 
the  peace  of  the  parliament,  city,  and  kingdom.  Rujkworth^  vol.  VII. 
P-  7/2- 

■f  The  Prelbyterians  carried  the  votes  for  not  agreeing  but  by  four 
or  five  voices. 

Fairfax, 


Fairfax,  in  the  nature  of  a  remonftrance,  an  ordinance  Ann.  1647. 
was  pafTed  to  fuch  a  fenfc,  but  with  a  provifo  that  no 
perfon  fliould  be  impeached  or  punifhed  for  his  or 
their  aifling,  unlefs  they  had  been  found  guilty  of 
contriving,  acting,  or  abetting  the  force  which  had 
been  put  on  the  two  houfcs,  or  did  afterwards  a6l 
upon  their  forced  votes,  or  were  guilty  of  entering 
into  or  promoting  the  late  engagement  for  bringing 
the  King  to  the  city,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
cxprefTed  in  his  majefty's  letter  of  the  twelfth  of  May 
lafl.  On  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  under  confideration  the  violence  offered  to  the 
houfe  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  July,  Sir  John  Glynn  * 
and  Sir  John  Maynard,  for  being  a^ive  in  the  late 
diforders,  for  promoting  a  new  war  and  encourag- 
ing the  riotous  petitioners,  were  difcharged  from 
being  members  of  parliament.  Sir  John  Maynard 
was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  impeached  of  high- 
treafon.  Sir  John  Gayre  (the  lord-mayor),  Thomas 
Cullam  (alderman),  and  one  of  the  fheriffs  of  Lon- 
don, with  three  other  aldermen,  viz.  James  Bunce, 
John  Langham,  and  Thomas  Adams,  were  committed 
to  the  Tower  of  London  on  accufation  of  high-trea- 
fon  f  ;  and   impeachments,  for  levying  war   againfl 

*  The  reft  of  the  impeached  members,  on  their  expulfion  from  the- 
houfe,  had  abfcondcd.     They  were  all  afterwards  impeached  of  high- 
treafon,  except  Sir  Lewis  Dives,  who  was  only  accufed  of  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors. 

f  All  the  principal  adors  in  the  late  tumult  had  the  fame  fate.     A 
declaration  was  drawn  up  to  exempt  thofe  who  had  not  been  active, 
with  a  nrovifo,  That  no  members  of  the  houfe,  reduced  officers,  or 
delinquents  (cavaliers)  fhould  receive  any   benefit  by  the  declaration,, 
if  any  were  found  gulhy  of  the  tumult.     Rujhw:rtby  vol.  VII.  p.  828. 
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Ann.  1647.  the  King,  parliament,  and  kingdom,  were  alfo  voted 
and  carried  up  againft  the  earls  of  Suffolk,  Middle- 
fex,  and  Lincoln,  with  the  lords  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham,  Hunfdon,  Maynard,  and  Berkley*. 


The  fituation  of  the  King,  during  this  conteft  be- 
tween the  civil  and  the  military  powers,  had  been 
very  flattering  to  his  hopes  :  from  the  firft  feizure 
of  his  perfon  by  the  army  he  had  been  treated  with 
great  civility  and  refpcv5l  ;  he  was  indulged  with  the 
company  of  his  children,  friends,  and  attendants  ; 
and  allowed  the  celebration  of  divine  fcrvice  af- 
ter the  manner  of  the  church  of  England  f.  The 
army,  in  all  their  addreflcs  to  the  parliament,  had 
recommended  moderation  in  their  dealings  to  the  ca- 
valier fadlion  ;  and,  when  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  the  fubje(5t  were  firmly  eftablifhed,  a  due  regard  to 
the  King's  pretenfions.  The  confequence  of  this  con- 
dud:,  whether  fincere  or  artificial,  was  fortunate  :  it 
prevented  the  dreaded  coalition  between  the  Scotch 
and  Englifh  Prefbyterians  with  the  royalifls,  whom 
thefe  favorable  appearances  had  fo  elevated,  that  Sir 
John  Berkley,  with  Mr.  John  Afhburnham,  was  dif- 
patched  from  the  queen  to  promote  a  firm  union  be- 


The  army 
cajole  the 
£ing. 


Ludlow's 
Memoirs. 
B:;rkley's 
2VI^moi.'3. 


*  Thefe  peers,  on  the  Commons  not  profecuting  their  impeach- 
ment with  any  particular  charge,  were  foon  after  their  commitment 
releafed.  They  were  again  impeached  by  the  Commons,  but  per- 
mitted by  the  upper  houfe  to  give  fecurity  for  their  appearance.  The 
upper  houfe,  on  the  difcharge  of  thefe  lords  from  their  confinement, 
pafied  a  declaration.  That  no  peer  fliould  hereafter  be  under  reftraint 
upon  a  general  charge. 

f  The  parliament  had  denied  the  King's  repeated  requefts  for  the 
liberty  of  thefe  indulgences. 
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twecn  the  King  and  the  army  *  ;  that  is,  to  engage  Ann.  1647. 
this  body  to  become  fubfcrvicnt  to  the  tyranny  it  had 
fubdued.  Thefe  agents,  on  their  arrival,  found  both 
the  general  officers  and  agitators  to  appearance  very 
well  difpofed  to  an  agreement  with  the  King,  on 
terms  of  fafety  to  the  commonwealth  ;  propofals  were 
actually  drawn  up  by  commiflary-general  Ircton,  to  be 
propounded  to  the  parliament,  in  which  the  interefts 
of  the  Preibyterian,  Independent,  and  even  the  royal 
party,  were  in  fome  meafure  comprifed  f. 

This  favorable  return  of  unexpe<n:ed  fortune  was 
again  loft  to  the  King,  by  that  duplicity  of  condud: 
from  which  he  never  varied,  and  thofe  deep-laid 
fchemes  of  which  he  was  himfelf  the  only  dupe. 
The  Scotch  conimiffioners  (who  had  fent  up  feveral  . 
remonftrances   in  the  name  of   their  countrymen  to 

*  Clarendon  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  and  not  without  good  grounds 
(the  charafters  of  the  men,  and  their  averfion  to  the  commanders 
of  the  new-modelled  army  confidered).  That  it  was  the  ftrong  belief 
which  prevailed,  that  the  army  would  reftore  the  King,  which  induced 
Manchefter,  Lenthall,  and  the  other  members  who  were  in  the  Pref- 
bytcrian  intereft,  to  defert  the  parliament,  that  thus  they  might  entitle 
themfelves  to  a  ihare  of  tlie  royal  favor,  by  a  timely  union  with  the  in- 
ftruments  of  the  King's  reitoration. 

t  Sir  John  Berkley  tells,  us,  That  he  was  not  only  permitted  to  view 
thefe  propofals,  but  even  to  alter  two  of  the  articles  in  the  mod  mate- 
•  rial  points  -,  and  that  when  he  would  have  altered  a  third,  the  matter 
of  whicii  was  the  excluding  only  feven  perfons,  who  were  not  named, 
from  pardon,  and  not  admitting  the  cavalier  faftion  to  fit  in  the  next 
parliament,  he  was  only  gently  rebuked  by  Ireton,  who  anfwered. 
There  muft  be  preferved  fome  difference  between  the  ftate  of  the  con- 
queror and  the  conquered,  and  that  he  (hould  be  afraid  of  a  parliament 
wherein  tlie  King's  party  fhould  have  a  major  voice. 
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the  parliament,  for  a  fpcedy  agreement  with  tlic 
King,  on  the  grounds  of  the  national  league  and  co- 
venant, in  which  they  had  exprefTed  great  fears  for 
the  fafety  of  the  King's  perfon,  and  ufed  many  feverc 
cxpreffions  againft  the  army)  were  permitted  among 
others  to  pay  their  refpe^s  to  the  royal  prifoner.  In 
thefe  interviews  there  were  fome  advances  made  for 
a  junction  between  the  Scotch  Prefbyterians  and  the 
Englifli  cavaliers  ;  and  the  grounds  of  a  treaty  were 
actually  commenced  for  another  Scotch  invafion. 
The  parliament  of  England  had,  during  their  conteft 
with  the  army,  fcnt  a  very  civil  mefTage  to  the  King ; 
wherein  they  had  prefTed  him  fo  far  to  countenance 
their  caufe  as  to  acknowledge  himfelf  under  a  difa- 
greeable  rettraint  with  the  army.  Thus  courted 
from  every  quarter,  Charles,  in  his  captive  ftate,  re- 
gardcd  himfelf  as  the  umpire  of  all  differences  ;  and, 
endeavoring  to  keep  on  terms  with  all,  he  intended 
to  ftrike  in  with  thofe  who  would  facrifice  the  mofl  to 
the  intereft  of  liis  prerogatives.— To  the  army  he  de- 
clared a  willingnefs  both  to  abide  with  them,  and  a 
fatisfaaion  that  he  was  delivered  from  the  reflraints 
the  parliament  had  lain  on  him :  To  the  parliament 
he  fent  word,  That  he  had  been  carried  from  Hoi- 
denby  againft  his  will,  and  that  they  were  not  to 
give  any  credit  to  what  he  fliould  write  whilft  under 
confinement :  And  to  the  Scotch  commiffioners  he 
promifed  almoft  every  thing  they  could  a(k,  provided 
they  would  commence  a  new  war  in  his  favor. 

Full    of    fuch   airy   projeds,    and  elevated   with 
weak-grounded  hopes,  the  King,  wlien  the  propofuls 

were 
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were  fent  to  him  by  the  army,  and  his  concurrence,  Ann.  1647. 
fays  Berkley,  moft  humbly  and  even  earncftly  de- 
fired,  talked  to  the  committee  who  brought  them  not 
only  haughtily,  but  with  afperity:  «*  He  would  have 
nobody  fuffer  for  his  fake  ;  he  had  repented  him  of 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  figning  the  bill  againft  the 
lord  Strafford  ;  he  would  have  the  church  eftablifhed 
according  to  law:"  And  when  it  was  replied  by  the 
committee,  that  it  was  enough  for  them  to  have 
waved  the  point,  and  they  hoped  for  his  majefty, 
fince  he  had  waved  the  government  itfelf  in  Scotland, 
he  anfwered,  He  hoped  God  had  forgiven  him  that 
fm.  To  a  difcourfe  and  manner  thus  unpleafant  and 
ill-timed,  the  King  would  often  repeat,  "  You  cannot 
be  without  me,  you  will  fall  to  ruin  if  I  fuftain  you 
not  *.'*  The  whole  company,  with  wonder  on  each 
countenance,  ftared  on  one  another,  on  hearing  the 
King  talk  after  this  manner.  Sir  John  Berkley  hav- 
ing in  vain  attempted  to  attrad  his  notice,  ftepped  up 
to  him,  and  whifpered  him  in  the  ear.  That  he  fpoke 
as  if  he  had  fome  fecret  ftrength  and  power  ;  "  which, 
added  Sir  John,  if  your  majefty  hath  concealed  from 

»  Sir  John  Berkley,  in  his  Memoirs,  fays.  That  on  the  King's  ma- 
nifeaing  to  him  (Berkley)  a  great  diflike  of  the  army's  propofitions, 
he  tokl  him,  that  he  (hould  fufped  their  integrity  if  they  had  de* 
manded  lefs  favorable  terms :  It  was  not  likely  that  men  who  had 
through  great  difficulties  and  dangers  acquired  fuch  advantages, 
fhould  eve'r  fit  down  with  lefs  than  was  contained  in  their  propofals ;  and 
that  there  never  was  a  crown  fo  near  loft  fo  cheaply  recovered.  This, 
and  other  rational  difcourfe  of  the  fame  kind,  had  no  effed  on  the 
King,  who  infifted.  That  the  army  could  not  fubfift  withorut  him,  and 
that  he  did  not  doubt  he  Ihould  fee  them  very  ftiortly  glad  to  conde- 
fcend  farther.     B:rkle/s  Memoirs,  p.  30. 
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Ann.  1647.  mc,  I  wifli  you  had  concealed  it  from  thefe  men  too." 
This  admonition  occafioned  the  King  to  recollc(5l  him- 
felf  fo  far  as  to  endeavor,  when  too  late,  to  foften  his 
former  difcourfe ;  for  colonel  Rainfborough,  who 
liked  as  little  as  any  one  member  of  the  army  the 
propofed  agreement  with  the  King,  flipt  away  before 
the  conference  was  over,  and  acquainted  his  fellow- 
aflbciates  with  the  harlh  treatment  their  committee 
had  received.  Sir  John  Berkley  afterwards  obtained 
a  meeting  with  the  fupcrior  officers  -,  but  on  his  pref- 
fing  them  to  declare  what  the  King  had  to  trull  to, 
fhould  he  grant  the  propofals,  they  gave  him  no  farther 
fatisfacflion  than  They  would  offer  them  to  the 
parliament ;  and  on  his  queftion.  If  the  parliament 
refufed  them,  what  would  they  do  then  ?  they  bluntly 
replied,  They  would  not  tell. — The  plot  which  was  at 
this  time  carrying  on  in  the  city,  to  bring  the  King- 
in  with  freedom,  fafcty,  and  honor,  and  the  promifes 
of  the  Scots,  was  that  imaginary  llrength  on  which 
the  King  had  afTumed  thofc  airs  of  fupcriority  in  his 
treaty  with  the  army's  committee  ;  and  the  rcafon  on 
which  he  had  abfolutely  infifled,  contrary  to  the  earned 
defirc  of  his  prefent  keepers,  on  the  removing  to  Rich- 
mond, according  to  the  invitation  of  both  houfcs  f. 

When  the   city  of  London  was  in  a  manner   in  the 
power   of  the  army,  by  the  fuccefs    they  had  met  with 

t  The  King  was  fo  peremptorily  rcfolvcd  on  accepting  the  parlia- 
ment's invitation,  that  he  repeatedly  aflcrted,  he  would  endeavor  to 
make  it  the  lafl:  aftion  of  that  man's  life,  who  flioiild  go  about  to 
hinder  him  ;  but  when  he  had  prepared  all  things  for  his  journey,  the 
parliament  yielded  up  the  point  to  the  army,  and  fent  him  a  meflage 
requefling  him  to  remain  in  tl>e  quarters  of  the  camp. 

at 


ct  Southwark,  he   received   advice,  from   fome   of  the  Ann.  16^7 
officers  who  were  much  in  his  intereft,  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  general,  fignifying  his  reliance  on  the  counfels  of 
the    army,  and  his  difapprobation   of  the  tumultuous 
carriage   of  the  citizens  :    but   the   matter   being  under 
four  different  debates  before  the  King  would  come  to  a 
refolution,  the  commiffioners  from  the  ciry  of  London, 
with  the  full  fubmiffion  of  the  city,  reached  Sion-Houfe, 
the  feat   of  the  general's  quarters,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  King's  letter ;  which  coming  out  of  time,  and  with 
an  ill  grace,  did  not  help  to  reinftate  him   in   the  good 
opinion  or   affedlion   of  the  army.     The  Prefbyterians, 
who  ftill  maintained  a  majority  in  the  lower  houfe,  and 
the    Lords,  who   were   almoft    all    of  the   Prefbyterian 
intereft,  encouraged  by  the  Scotch  commiffioners,  who 
continually  urged  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  coalition  with 
the  King,  fent    him,  with  an  addition  for  an  a^  to   be 
paffed  for  aboliQiing  archbifhops  and  biOiops,  the  fale  of 
their  lands,  and  fome  few  alterations  in  the  matter  of 
fines  and  compofitions  of  delinquents,  the  famepropofitions 
formerly  fent  to  Newcaftle  ;  but  the  King,  much  diffatis-  J^^^^^^f  ^ 
fied  that  there  was  no  abatement  in  their  demands,  re-  liamcm'spro 
fufed  the  articles,  and  defired  a  perfonal  treaty  with  the  p°^'^'* 
parliament,  on  the  propofals  of  the  army,  which  had  been 
now  prefented  in  form  to  both  houfes  *.  Ireton,  Cromwell, 

*  The  propofals  of  the  army. 
Firft,  That  there  fhould  be  biennial  parliaments,  each  of  which  to 
.fit  fourteen  days,  afterwards  to  be  adjournable  and  diffolvable  by  the 
King :  The  King,  upon  advice  of  the  council  of  ftate,  between  the 
intervals  of  biennial  pariiaments,  upon  extraordinary  occafions  to  call 
an  extraordinary  parliament,  provided  its  fitting  difturb  not  the  courfe 
of  biennial  eledions :  Biennial  parliaments  to  appoint  committees  dur- 
ing their  intervals,  for  fuch  purpofes  as  are  by  the  propofals  referred  to 
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Aon.  1647.    and  their  partizans  in  the  houfe,  prefTcd  with  earned- 
nefs  the  King's  dcfire  for  a  perfonal  treaty  j  but  with- 

fuch  committees :  That  a  better  fiile  of  proportion  may  be  obfcrved 
in  eledlions,  all  counties  to  be  reprefented  in  the  number  of  their 
members  competent  to  their   charges:  That  effcdlual  provifion   be 
made  for  freedom  of  eledions :     That  there  be  a  liberty  of  entering 
difltnts  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  -,  with  provifion  that  no  member  be 
ccnfurable  for  aught  faid  or  voted  in  that  houfe,  further  than  to  cx- 
clufionfrom  that  truft  :  That  the  judicial  power  or  final  judgment  of 
Lords  and  Commons  be  cleared  and  determined  j  and  that  no  perfoa 
fo  adjudged  be  pardonable  by  the  King  without  their  confent :  That 
the  right  and  liberty  of  the  Commons  of  England,  as  to  a  due  exemp- 
tion from  any  proceedings  againft  them  by  the  houfe  of  peers  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Commons,  be  cleared  and  vindicated :  That 
grand  jurymen  be  chofen  in  an  equal  way  by  the  divifions  of  counties, 
and  not  remain  at  the  difcretion  of  an  under-lherifF :  That  the  militia^ 
and  the  power  of  raifing  money  for  the  maintenance  of  what  force  is 
deemed  fufficient  by  the  two  houfes,  be  in  the  power  of  the  two  houfes 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  years:  None  who  have  been  in  hoftilities  againlt 
the  parliament  to  be,  without  the  confent  of  parliament,  capable  of 
bearing  office  in   the   kingdom,  or  of  a  feat  in  parliament,  for  the 
fpace  of  five  years :  The  commanders  both  of  the  land  and  fea  forces 
to  be  now  appointed  :  That  a  council  of  ftatc  be  now  appointed,  the 
individuals  of  which  to  hold  their  odnccs  Ji  bitte  fe  gejferint,  for  a  term 
of  time  to  be  now  fettled,  not  exceeding  feven  years;  this  council  of 
ftate  to  fuperintend  and  direft  the  powers  of  the  land  and  fea  militia, 
to  confult  on  all  foreign  negotiations,  provided  the  making  of  peace 
and  war  with  foreign  ftates   be  not  without  the  advice  and  confent  of 
parliament :  That  there  be  a  fufficient  eftablifhmcnt  now  provided,  to 
laO  till  two  months  after  the  meeting  of  the  firft  biennial  parliament, 
for  the  fdlary  of  forces  both  in  England   and  Ireland :  That  for  the 
fpace  of  ten  years  the  great  officers  of  ftate  be  nominated  by  the  two 
houfes,  or  their  committees  ;  after  that  time,  they  to  nominate  three 
out  of  which  number  the  King  to  appoint  one :  No  peers  made  fincc 
the  twcnty-firft  day  of  May    1642,  or  to  be  hereafter  made,  to  fit  or 
vote  in  parliament  without  the  confent  of  both  houfes  :  A  confirmation 
of  the  ordinances  for  indemnity,  and  all  declarations  and  other  pro- 
ceedings againft  the  parliament,  or  thofc  who  have  aftcd  by  their  au- 
thority, 10  be  recalled  and  cancelled  :  An  adl  for  invalidating  grants 

&c. 


out  effect.  The  republicans,  who  had  hitherto  re-  Ann.  J647. 
garded  them  in  their  intereft,  began  to  fufpedt  they 
had  made  a  private  bargain  with  the  King ;  and  join- 
ing with  the  Prefbyterians,  carried  the  qucflion  clearly 
againft  them.  The  majority  of  the  army,  who  were 
greatly  enraged  at  the  manner  in  which  the  King  had 
treated  their  propofals,  were  equally  difTatisfied  with 
the  carriage  of  their   leaders  :  They    murmured    in 

&c.  under  the  old  grcat-fcal  from  the  time  of  its  conveyance  from  the 
parliament,    and  validating  the  grants,   &c.  by  the  new  one:  The 
treaties  between  England  and  Scotland  to  be  confirmed :  The  ordi- 
nance for  taking  awav  the  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries  to  be  confirmed: 
The  ccHikiion  wich  jrtUml  co  be  dccbrcd  «*oid,  and  the  p;o(ecutJQA 
of  the  war  to  be  in  the  Lords  lod  Commons :  The  coercive  pooMrtr, 
sutKority,  and  jurifiMion  of  bclhop^  and  ccckftiilicil  cotirn  co  be 
ciken  iwiy :  The  repcil  of  xll  oils  or  cUufcs  of  acbs,  cnjocning  the  ufc 
of  the  Common -Frafcrt  impofii^  pcnadl'tt}  on  the  ncglc^  of  k>  tKc 
ncgle^l  of  ftuetkding  divine  fervioe  in  churchci,  or  for  meeting  ehe« 
wherc  for  prayer,  and  ocher  religious  duties  :  The  covenant  not  to  be 
enforced  on  any :  That  thcic  thing*  propofcd  being  ci^dbltOied,  hii 
WM^itkfi  perfoa,  his  queen,  and  royal  iflue,  be  rcflored  to  a  condkioci 
of  fafety,  hoi»or,  and  freedom,  without  dimintxioa  co  t^eir  perfodal 
fi^cs,  or  farther  limiuxion  to  the  excrcife  of  the  regal  power,  than 
SKCOrdtAg  CO  chc  pjkrciculirt  foregou^. 

The  oext  article  in  thelc  pmpo£ck)ins  fixes  the  number  otfexcepced 
perfonj  for  the  Englilh  to  five,  and  deteniiinc*  the  rate  of  comjKjfi- 
t9on«  \  the  next  is  for  a  geoeril  pardon  ;  the  next*  thic  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjed  to  petkioo  be  cleared  and  vindicittd  1  the  others  are  foe 
the  abolilbing  tlio^  arbitrary  powers  prodded  by  (he  w-ar^  the  taking 
otf'the  excifc  on  che  ncteffarjet  of  life,  the  xboli^ing  monopolies,  the 
oppre^ions  and  cttcroAclbtnents  of  fortft*Liw,  to  rcvlify  the  inequality 
of  rates,  that  the  fli|)end  of  minil^crs  ftiOUld  be  fettled  o^hcr  (h^n  by 
tithes,  for  rcfbcming  chc  couric  of  law  In  «»«ters  of  right,  eoa- 
cerning  prifoners  for  debt,  the  exacting  evidence  from  near  reUciont 
in  criminal  cafes,  the  impo6ng  oacht,  the  righting  nnd  faiitUying  the 
ki^docn  in  po«At  of  account,  prorifioa  for  payment  of  arrears  co  the 
foldiery,  and  chc  public  debts  and  damages  of  the  kingdom. 
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Ann- 1647.  private  againfl  them  as  betrayers  of  the  caufe,  and 
in  council  the  agitators  complained  of  the  King's 
being  fuffered  to  hold  continual  cabals  with  malig- 
nanis,  who  flocked  about  him  ;  afTerted,  That  on  his 
having  rejected  their  propofals,  they  were  no  farther 
engaged  to  him  j  that  having  now  the  power  devolved 
to  them  by  the  decifion  of  the  fword,  ta  which  all 
parties  had  appealed,  it  behoved  them  to  confult  their 
own  fafety  and  the  public  good  ;  and  being  convinced, 
from  the  experience  of  all  times,  that  monarchy  was 
inconfiflent  with  the  profperity  of  the  nation,  they 
would  ufe  their  endeavors  to  reduce  the  government 
of  England  to  the  form  of  a  commonwealth. 

These  high  proceedings  of  the  army  alarmed 
Fairfax,  whofe  prejudices  lay  on  the  fide  of  old  forms ; 
Ireton  too  difliked  their  pufhing  forward  to  the  goal 
of  Freedom  by  other  than  his  dire(5lion  ;  and  Crom- 
well (the  mofl  corrupt  and  felfifh  being  that  ever 
difgraced  an  human  form,  who  had  a^ually  made 
very  fhameful  and  dangerous  advances  to  the  King  *, 
and  who  expedled  to  make  a  good  bargain  for  himfelf 
of  the  implicit  faith  the  army  had  had  of  his  inte- 
grity and  inclinations  to  theirs  and  the  public  weal) 
was  like  a  madman,  when  he  found  himfelf  thus 
on  the  brink  of  being  difappointed  of  his  interefled 
views — A  general  rendezvous,  where  it  was  hoped 
the  majority  of   the  army  would  yet  adhere  to    the 

*  The  garter,  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Eflex,  and  his  fon  to  be  of 
the  prince  of  Wales's  bed -chamber,  were  to  be  the  reward  of  Crom- 
well's fervices.  Ireton,  Cromwell's  fon-in-kw,  was  at  the  fame  time 
offered  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland. 
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propofals  which  had  been  made  to  the  King,  was  dc-  Ann.  1647. 
termincd  on  in  a  council  of  war.  On  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  this  meeting,  thofe  who  were  fimply 
honefl  to  the  principles  of  equal  and  general  Freedom, 
who  called  themfelves  Commonwealth's  men,  but 
who  were  in  derifion  (liled  Levellers  *,  appeared  with 
diftinguifhing  marks  in  their  hats  f.  Cromwell,  who 
had  had   good  intelligence  of  the  cabal,  attended  by 

*  This  is  an  hackneyed  term  of  reproach,  flung  out  on  all  occafions 
by  the  adverfary  againft   the  partizans  of  Liberty  -,  both  with  a  view 
to  throw  ridicule  on  their  fyftems,  as  vifionary  and  impradbicable,  and 
to  engage  the  MR^  affedions  of  men  in  the  caufe  of  arbitrary  and 
unequal  dominion.  The  levelling  plan,  according  to  the  infmuations  of 
thefe  fcoffers,  neveiKvas,  nor  never  can  be  adopted  by  men  who  have 
accurate  notions  of  a  (late  of  nature,  or  who  are  well  informed  in 
the  fcience  of  government  and  the  laws  of  fociety  ;  for  though  the 
juftice  and  wifdom  of  God  has  given  equal  and  impartial  privileges  to 
the  fpecies  in  general,  yet  the  difference  which  exifts  in  the  judgment, 
underftanding,  fagacity,  genius,  and  induftry  of  individuals,  creates 
fuperiority  and  inferiority  of  charter,  and  produces  a  (late  of  de- 
pendanc€  from  man  to  man.     1  o/preferve  that  natural  fubordination 
eftablilhed  by  God  himfelf,  and  to  Keep  that  accumulation  of  property 
and  influence  which  the  different  qualities  of  men  occafion,  from  pro- 
ducing tyranny,  and  infringing  the  ^neral  rights  of  the  fpecies,  lies 
the  whole  art  of  true  and  juft  policyj   All  political  diflinftions  which 
are  perfonal,  however  wifely  and  impartially  diftributed,  are  mifchic- 
vous  in  their  nature,  becaufe  they  give  weight  infl:ead  of  ballance  to 
the  preponderating  fcale :  but  hereditary  privileges  are  the  mere  efta- 
blifhments  of  felfifh nefs,  and  attended  with  the  mofl:  deftrudtive  con- 
fequences ;   fince,  neceflTarily  counterading  the  laws  of  Providence, 
the  vicious  and  the  foolifh  bear  rule  over  the  wife  and  the  virtuous,  the 
fyfl:em  of  nature  is   not  regulated  but  overturned,  and  thofe  are  pre- 
pofteroufly  placed  at  the  head  of  fociety,  whofe  qualities  often  entitle 
them  to  no  other  than  the  moft  inferior  ftation  in  it. 

•j-  Thefe  were  papers,  on  which  were  the  following  motto,  *'  Eng- 
land's liberty  and  foldier's  rights." 
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Ann.  1647.  Several  officers  whom  he  had  preferred,  and  who  on 
this  account  were  become  his  creatures  *,  rode  up 
to  one  of  the  regiments  thus  fignalizcd,  and  in  a  pe- 
remptory manner  required  them  to  throw  afide  thefc 
fymbols.  On  being  rcfufed  obedience,  he  caufed 
feveral  of  the  ringleaders  to  be  feized  by  the  foldiers 
with  whom  he  was  accompanied,  held  in  the  field  a 
council  of  war,  by  the  authority  of  which  one  of 
thefe  mutineers  was  immediately  fliot  dead,  and  the 
reft  committed  to  clofc  confinement.  This  adl  of  re- 
folution  was  fo  unexpeded,  that  it  appalled  the  dif. 
contented  troops,  who  were  totally  unprepared  foi' 
the  event  ;  they  yielded  a  ready  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands ;  and  the  army  being  thus  difperfed  in  their 
quarters,  without  coming  to  any  refolution  contra- 
•  didtory  to  the  judgment  of  their  chiefs,  Cromwell 
went  to  give  an  account  of  his  exploits  to  the  parlia- 

•  "  Lieutenant-general  Cromwell,  fays  Ludlow,  not  contenting  him- 
fclf  with  his  part  in  an  equal  government,  puffed  up  by  his  fucceflcs 
to  an  expe(5tation  of  greater  things,  and  having  driven  a  bargain  with 
the  grandees  of  the  houfe,  cither  to  comply  with  the  King  or  to  fettle 
things  in  a  fadious  way  without  him,  procured  a  party  to  (land  by  him 
in  feizing  fome  of  thofe  who  appeared  at  the  rendezvous  in  oppo^ 
fition  to  his  defigns :  for  though,  when  an  agreement  with  the  King  was 
carried  on  by  other  hands,  he  could  countenance  the  army  in  oppofition 
to  the  parliament,  yet  now  the  bargain  for  fale  of  the  peoples'  liberties 
being  carried  on  by  himfclf,  he  oppofed  thofe  who  labored  to  obftru<5l 
it,  pretending  his  fo  doing  to  be  only  in  order  to  keep  the  army  in  fub- 
jcfkion  to  the  parliament,  who  being  very  defirous  to  have  this  fpirit 
iuppreffed  by  any  means,  not  only  approved  what  he  had  done 
but  gave  him  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for  it ;  whereunto,  though'fingly 
I,  adds  Ludlow,  gave  as  loud  a  No  as  I  could,  being  fully  con- 
vinced that  he  had  acted  in  this  manner  for  no  other  end  but  to  advance 
his  own  paffion  and  power  into  the  room  of  right  and  reafon."    Ludlow^ 

p.  h6. 

ment^ 


mcnt,    from    whom    he  received    the   higheft  enco-  Ann.  1647. 
miums  *. 

The  difcontent  of  the  army  in  general  had  arifea 
to  fuch  a  height  againft  the  King,  and  againft  thofe 
whom  they  on  good  grounds  fancied  were  in  com- 
pad  with  him,  that  it  had  obliged  Cromwell  and 
others  to  forbear  their  former  intimacies  with  his 
two  counfellors  and  confidants,  Sir  John  Berkley  and 
Mr.  AflibUrnham.  The  ftudied  manner  in  which 
ihey  endeavored  to  avoid  their  converfation,  with  fre- 
quent intimations  from  all  quarters,  even  from  Crom- 
well himfelf,  that  the  army  had  ill  defigns,  and  that 
it  was  not  in  his  (Cromwell's)  power  to  undertake  for 
the  King's  fecurity  whilft  among  them,  and  in  parti- 
cular that  he  was  now  abridged  of  the  liberty  he  had 
been  fuflfered  to  enjoy  f,  occafioned  this  unfortunate 
prince  to  conclude  that  his  life  was  in  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  to  meditate  the  means  for  an  immediate  efcape. 
The  place  of  refuge  at  firft  thought  on  was  London,  and 
that  the  King  fliould  make  an  unexpected  appearance 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords  j  but  to  this  it  was  objedled,  that 
the  army,  being  matters  of  the  city  and  parliament, 
would  undoubtedly  feize  him  there,  and,  fhould  any 
blood  be  flied  in  his  defence,  he  would  be  accufed  of 
being  the  author  of  a  new  war.  To  the  fafe  counfel 
of   fecuring   his  pcrfon  by  leaving  the  kingdom,  the 

•  Courage,  if,  fmgly  of  itfclf,  and  without  being  fubordinate  and  af- 
fiftant  to  magnanimous  purpofes,  it  can  juftly  be  ranked  among  the  lilt 
of  human  virtues,  was  the  only  one  of  which  Cromwell  was  poffeired. 

t  According  to  Alhburnham's  account,  the  King,  at  leaft  fix  days 
before  he  attempted  to  efcape,  was  confined  within  the  limits  of  his 

houfe  and  garden* 
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Ann.  1647.  King  himfelf  objedled  *  ;  firft,  becaufe  he  did  not  care 
to  leave  the  army  before  the  Scots  and  he  had  come  to 
a  concluiion  of  their  treaty,  left  they  fhould  then,  when 
the  reparation  was  efFeded,  (land  upon  higher  terms ; 
fecondly,  he  did  not  care  by  fuch  a  reparation  to  hazard* 
the  hopes  he  had  conceived  from  the  promifcs  made 
him  by  the  corrupt  part  of  that  body,  concluding 
that  if  the  chief  officers  prevailed  at  the  appointed 
rendezvous,  they  would  make  good  their  engagements, 
otherwife  they  muft  apply  themfelves  to  him  for  their 
fupport  and  fecurity:  After  thefe  and  fevcral  other 
propofals  had  been  made  and  objecfled  to,  it  was  at 
length  determined  between  the  King  and  Mr.  Afli- 
burnham,  the  counfellor  in  whofe  judgment  the 
King  at  this  time  chiefly  confided,  that  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Hammond,  an  officer  of  repute  in  the  army  and 
a  great  friend  of  Cromwell,  iliould  be  the  man  on 
whofe  generofity,  in  this  time  of  peril,  he  fhould  fling 
The  King  himfelf  for  protecflion.  Having  fecured  a  relay  of 
SJmy^Tnd'^'*  horfcs,  Charlcs,  in  confequence  of  this  rcfolution,  in 
IfiheTflc^Jf  ^^^  company  of  Berkley,  Afhburnham,  and  Leg,  Hole 
Wight.  away  from  the  camp  in  the  evening  of  the  eleventh 
of  November ;  and  after  meeting  with  many  difficul- 
ties in  paffing  through  Windfor-Foreft,  in  a  dark 
fl:ormy  night,  he  arrived  the  next  day  at  Tichfield,  an 
houfe  of  the  earl  of  Southampton,  From  this  place 
Berkley  and  Afhburnham  were  difpatched  to  the  ifle 
of  Wight,  to  notify  to  Hammond  (the  governor)  the 
King's  intention.  The  unexpcifted  intelligence  had  fuch 
an  effect  upon  Hammond,  that  he  turned  pale,  and 

•  The  duke  of  Richmond,  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  the  earl  of 
Lindfay,  the  lord  Capel,  and  others  of  tl)is  ftamp,  were  the  men 
the  King  confultcd  with  in  this,  and  all  other  important  bufincfles. 

fell 


fell  into- a  fit  of  trembling,  which  continued  for  an  Ann.  1647. 
hour,  exclaiming  at  times,  "  Oh,  gentlemen,  you 
have  undone  me,  in  bringing  the  King  into  the  ifland, 
if  at  leaft  you  have  brought  him ;  and  if  you  have 
not,  I  pray  let  him  not  come  j  for  what  between  my 
duty  to  him,  and  gratitude  for  this  frelh  obligation  of 
confidence,  and  the  difcharge  of  my  truft  to  the  army, 
I  fliall  be  confounded."  Berkley  had  fenfe  enough 
to  regard  this  confl;ernation  of  Hammond  as  no 
good  prefage,  and  would  have  receded  from  the 
purpofe  ;  but,  after  much  converfation,  in  which 
both  agents  endeavored,  though  in  vain,  to  bring 
Hammond  to  a  more  particular  and  explicit  de- 
claration than  the  following,  That  he  did  believe 
the  King  relied  on  him  as  a  perfon  of  honor  and 
honefl:y,  and  therefore  he  did  engage  himfelf  to 
perform  whatever  could  be  expedled  from  a  per- 
fon fo  qualified,  Afhburnham  yet  perfifting  in  the 
refblution  of  trufling  him,  afFented  to  a  propo- 
fition  he  had  made  of  carrying  him  to  Tichfield 
to  the  King.  The  King  was  thunderftruck  when  he 
heard  from  Afhburnham,  that  his  agents,  inflead  of 
bringing  from  Hammond  a  particular  promife  of 
protection,  as  he  had  required  *,  had  brought  the 
governor  himfelf ;  he  ftruck  his  hand  upon  his  breafl, 
and  faid,  "  Oh,  you  have  undone  me  ;  I  am  now 
made  faft  from  ftirring  !"  After  fome  converfation 
of  the  fame  kind  between  the  King  and  Afhburn- 

•  A  promife  was  to  have  been  obtained  of  the  governor,  that  he 
would  not  deliver  the  King  or  his  fcrvants  up  to  the  parliament  or 
army,  fhould  they  require  it  j  and  were  he  not  able  to  defend  them,  to 
permit  them  to  Ihift  for  themfelves. 

ham, 
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jina.  1647.  ham,  in  which  Afliburnham  ufed  many  paflionate  la- 
mentations for  his  precipitate  flep,  and  the  King  de- 
termined that  it  was  too  late  to  take  other  meafurc 
than  what  was  now  forced  upon  him,  Hammond  was 
introduced  ;  and  after  a  repetition  to  the  King  of  the 
fame  general  affurances  which  had  been  given  to  his 
agents,  the  whole  company  fat  forward  from  Tich- 
field  to  the  Iflc  of  Wight  *. 

When  the  news  of  the  King's  flight  reached  the 
capital,  the  parliament  pafTed  an  ordinance,  declaring 
lofs  of  life  and  confifcation  of  goods  to  any  who 
fliould  harbor  or  conceal  his  perfon,  without  reveal- 
ing it  to  the  two  houfes.  The  dwellings  of  thofe 
who  had  been  the  moft  notorious  in  the  late  riots, 
and  the  moft  zealous  in  their  proceedings  againft  the 
army,  were  fearched.  Orders  were  fent  to  fliut  all 
the  ports  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  a  proclamation  was 
iflfued  for  banifhing  from  London,  or  within  the  dif- 
tance  of  twenty  miles,  all  perfons  who  had  borne 
arms  for  the  King — The  arrival  of  letters  from  co- 
lonel Hammond  determined,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 
King's  flight,  the  hopes  and  the  fears  of  all  parties. 
It  was  voted.  That  the  place  of  his  confinement  in 
the  Ifle  of  Wight  fhould  be  Carifbrook-Caftle,  and  all 
malignants  not  only  to  be  reflrained  from  coming  into 
his  prefencc,  but  from  remaining  in  the  ifland. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  Charles,  when 
he   retired  from   the  camp,  intended  in   fome  place 

•  Hammond  had  had  the  precaution  to  carry  Bafket,  the  governor 
of  Cowes-caftle  with  him,  and  to  order  a  file  of  mulketeers  to  follow. 

of 
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of  fecurlty  to  carry  on  the  two  oppofite  treaties  he  Ann.  1647. 
had  entered  into,  the  one  with  his  Scotch  fubjeds, 
and  the  other  with  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  and  the  gene- 
ral oflficers  of  his  army.  In  purfuance  of  this  plan, 
the  Scotch  commiflioners  were  fummoned  to  repair 
to  his  prefence  ;  and  letters  (in  which  was  exprelTed 
an  entire  confidence  in  their  friendlhip)  were  fent  by 
Sir  John  Berkley  to  Fairfax,  Cromwell,  and  Ireton. 
Hammond,  whofe  treatment  of  his  prifoner  had  been 
very  humane  and  courteous,  accompanied  Charles's 
difpatches  v/ith  others  of  his  own  to  Ireton  and  Crom- 
well, in  which  he  ufed  many  arguments  and  en- 
treaties to  perfuade  them  to  a  fpeedy  juncflion  with 
the  King.  In  the  way  to  the  camp,  Berkley  received 
the  ominous  news,  that  the  army  was  not  yet  come  to 
any  refolution  refpedting  the  King,  and  that  fome- 
thing  had  been  dropped  by  the  agitators  concerning 
bringing  him  to  a  trial.  When  he  arrived  at  the  ge- 
neral's quarters,  and  had  delivered  his  compliments 
and  letters,  he  had  the  thrilling  mortification  to  be 
told  by  Fairfax,  with  a  fevere  ftern  look,  in  a  full 
aflembly  of  officers.  That  the  army  was  the  parlia- 
ment's army,  and  therefore  they  could  fay  nothing  to 
the  King's  motion  for  peace,  but  muft  refer  thofe 
matters  to  their  principals,  to  whom  they  would  fend 
his  majefty's  letters.  Berkley  looked  round  for  com- 
fort on  the  countenances  of  his  old  acquaintances, 
Cromwell  and  Ireton,  who  not  only  regarded  him 
coldly,  but  treated  with  great  difdain  the  letters  he 
had  delivered  to  them  from  Hammond,  ' 

Full  of  the  moft  melancholy  apprehenfions,  Berk- 
ley retired  to  his  lodgings  ;  and  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
Vol,  IV.  A  a  a  night, 
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Ann.  ,647.    night,  in   an   unfnfpeaed  place,  he  had  a   meeting 
with  Watfon,  the  fcout-mafter-general,  who  informed 
him,  That  the  army  had  now  come  to  a  refokition 
to  bring  the  King  to  a  trial :  That  though  the  officers 
had    appeared  fuperior    at   the    general    rendezvous, 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  fenfe  of  the  mu- 
tineers ;   for  that  two-thirds  of  the  army  were  fo  re- 
folutely  bent    againft  an  agreement  with  the  King, 
that  they  had  declared,  they  would  leave  nothing  un' 
eflayed  to  bring  the  whole  body  to  their  fenfe  ;  and 
if  all  failed  they  would  make  a   divifion,  and  join 
with  any  who  would  affifl  in  the  deftruaion  of  their 
oppofers :  That  CromweU,  on  a  full  information  that  this 
was  the  fenfe  of  the  majority,  had  Iain  afide  his  for- 
mer  oppofition  ;  had  acknowledged,  that  the  glories 
of  the  world  had  fo  dazzled  his  eyes  that  he  could 
not  fee  clearly  the  great  works  the  Lord  was  doing ; 
had  declared  his  refolution  to  humble  himfelf,  and 
defire  the  prayers  of  the  faints,  that  God  would   be 
pleafed  to  forgive  him  his  felf-feeking ;  had  fent  mef- 
fages  of  comfort  to   thofe   imprifoned   for   the   late 
mutiny,  defu-ing  them  to  be  of  good  cheer,  for  no 
harm  fhould  befal  them,  fince  it  had  pleafed  God  to 
open  his  eyes :  And  that  with  thefe  arts,  and  the  af- 
fiftance  of  Hugh  Peters  (a  famous  Independent  mi- 
nifter),  he  had  made  a  full  peace  with  the  party  he 
had  offended.     Though  to  this  intelligence  Watfon 
had  added  the  two  foUowing  propofitions,  made   by 
Ireton,  on   the  incident  of  Berkley's   arrival   at   the 
camp,  firft.  That  he  fhould  be  fent  prifoner  to  Lon- 
don, and   fecondly.    That    none    fhould    fpeak    with 
him  on  pain  of  death  -,  yet  this  trufty  fervant,  leaving 

no 
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rio  means  uneffayed  which  might  poffibly  affift  his  Ann.  1647. 
matter,  fent  a  meffenger  to  Cromwell  to  inform  him, 
That  he  had  particular  letters  and  inftrudlions  to  him  -, 
but  received  for  anfwer.  That  Cromwell  durfl  not 
venture  to  fee  him ;  and  that  though  he  would  fervc 
his  majefty  as  long  as  he  could  do  it  without  his  own 
ruin,  yet  he  defired  that  it  might  not  be  expected  he 
fhould  perifh  for  his  fake. 

Berkley  lofl  no  time  in  acquainting  the  King 
of  his  danger;  and  joined  to  his  intelligence  an 
earned  fupplication,  that  he  would  lay  afide  all  fchemes 
but  that  for  an  immediate  efcape :  yet  Charles,  not 
apprehending  the  peril  fo  great  as  reprefented,  de- 
termined to  wait  the  confequences  of  his  prefent  ma- 
chinations ;  and  refuming  his  correfpondence  with 
the  two  houfes,  renewed  his  offers  for  a  perfonal 
treaty,  and  accompanied  them  with  propofals  for  a 
peace* ^Notwithftanding  the  King's  former  denial, 

*  The  King  in  thefe  propofals  refufed  to  give  up  cpifcopacy,  or 
grant  his  confent  to  an  alienation  of  church-lands  •,  bccaufe  it  could 
not  be  denied,  he  faid,  it  was  a  fin  of  the  higheft  facrilege.  He  of- 
fered  to  reftrain  the  power  of  bifhops  •,  to  give  up  the  militia  during 
his  own  reign  -,  to  pay  the  arrears  of  the  army  ;  to  give  to  the  parlia- 
ment the  nomination  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate ;  to  take  away,  for 
a  valuable  confideration,  the  court  of  Wards  and  Liveries ;  to  pafs  an 
ad  of  oblivion  -,  and  to  give  his  two  houfes  fatisfadion  as  to  Ireland. 
As  the  King's  intention  in  this  meflage  was  only  to  procure  leave  to 
come  to  London,  that  he  might  convenienriy  confult  meafures  with 
and  unite  parties  in  his  caufe,  he  wrote  word  to  the  earl  of  Lanerick, 
That  his  conduft  in  this  particular,,  though  it  might  be  mifinterpreted, 
and  fo  difliked  by  the  Scotch  commiflioners,  was  to  procure  a  per- 
fonal treaty  -,  that  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  tell  him,  he  might  aflure 
his  fcllow-commiffioncrs,  that  change  of  place  had  not  altered  his 
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the  parliament,  before  his  removal  from  die  arm^^ 
had  voted  to  addrefs  him  once  more  on  the  fubjedt 
of  peace.  The  proportions  drawn  up  on  this  occa- 
sion were  now  refumed  *  ;  and,  on  a  motion  of  the 
Lords,  it  was  refolved  to  admit  the  King  to  a  perfonal 
treaty,  on  condition  of  his  giving  his  alTent  to  four 
preliminary  articles,  to  be  pafTed  into  ad:s  :  The  firfl 
concerned  fecuring  to  the  parliament  full  power  over 
the  militia  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  with  a  right 
of.  refuming  the  fame  authority  whenever  they  fhould 
declare  the  fafety  of  tlic  kingdom  required  it  f  ;  by 
the  fecond,  the  King  was  required  to  recall  all  his 
declarations  and  proclamations  againft  the  parliament, 
and  acknowledge  them  to  have  taken  arms  for  their 
juft  and  neceflary  defence  ;  by  the  third,  he  was  to 
annul  all  the  adts,  and  void  all  the  patents  of  peerage, 
which  had  paflcd  the  great-feal  fince  it  had  been  con- 
veyed from  London  by  Lyttleton  the  chancellor  ;  and 

mind  from  what  it  was  when  he  faw  him   laft.     Burnetts  Memoir r, 
P-  325- 

*  The  following  preamble  was  annexed  to  thefc  propofitions  j 
viz.  "  The  Lords  and  Commons  aflcmbled  in  parliament  do  declare. 
That  the  King  of  England  for  the  time  being  is  bound  in  juftice,  and 
by  the  duty  of  his  office,  to  give  his  aflfent  to  all  fuch  laws  as  by 
the  Lords  and  Commons  in  parliament  aflembled  (hall  be  adjudged  to 
be  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  and  by  them  tendered  to  him  for  his 
alfent ;  and,  in  purfuance  thereof,  do  offer  the  enfuing  propofitions 
to  his  majefty,  to  be  made  laws,  for  the  prefent  fettling  a  well-grounded 
peace."    Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  XVI.  p.  324. 

t  The  council  of  war  had  propofed  to  the  parliament  to  add  to  this 
article  of  the  militia,  That  the  Co:»imons  may  have  power  to  cxercife 
the  militia  without  the  Lords,  in  caie  the  Lords  ftiall  not  concur. 
Rujbwirth,  vol.  VII.  p.  863. 
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by  the  fourth,  he  was  to  give  the  two  houfes  power  Ann.  1647. 
to  adjourn  when  they  thought  fit. 

The  refolution  of  parliament  to  renew,  on  any 
terms,  the  offer  of  agreement  with  the  King,  was 
very  difagreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  republicans  ; 
both  becaufc  it  difappointed  their  fchemes  for  a  more 
equal  government,  and  through  a  well-grounded  fear, 
that  was  Charles  reflored  to  any  part  of  monarchical 
power,  he  would  by  the. means  of  that  part  not  only 
recover  the  remainder,  but  be  enabled  to  gratify  his 
own  fadion,  and  revenge  himfelf  of  the  reft.  For  very 
different  reafons  this  intended  application  was  oppofed, 
though  unfuccefsfully  yet  ftiifly,  by  the  Scotch  com- 
mifTioners  ;  who,  in  a  large  remonftrance  (wherein  they 
afFedted  fuch  regard  for  the  power  and  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  as  to  fix  a  ridicule  and  pafs  a  cenfure 
on  themfelves,  for  their  former  oppofition  *)  protefted 
againft  the  four  preliminary  bills,  and  infifted  upon  a 
perfonal   treaty  f.      Altercation  on    each  fide  enfued  ; 

*  In  one  of  the  feveral  remonftrances  the  Scotch  commiflloners  fent 
into  the  parliament  for  a  perfonal  treaty  with  the  King,  they  fay.  That 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland  found  their  ftability  and  happinefs  did  de- 
pend upon  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  his  majefty's  perfon ;  that 
they  were  refolved  no  alteration  of  affairs  (hould  feparate  them  from 
the  duty  and  allegiance  they  owed  his  majefty,  nor  their  conftant  re- 
folution to  live  in  all  loyalty  and  obedience  under  his  government. 
Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XVI.  p.  322. 

t  The  printer  who  printed  the  declaration  of  the  Scots  was  com- 
mitted to  prifon.  On  this  fXibjed:  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  the  freedom 
of  the  prefs,  during  thefe  contefts,  was  attacked  by  every  facT:ion  when 
uppermoft;  and  even  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  the  prefent  champion  for 
Liberty  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  moved  the  parliament  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  means  for  laying  an  cffcaual  rcftraint  oa  the  licence  gene- 
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but  both  houfes  adhering  to  their  refolution,  the  com- 
mittee they  had  appointed  to  wait  on  the  King  was 
accompanied  with  the  Scotch  commiffioners  *,  who  de- 
livered to  his  majefly  a  public  declaration  or  protefta- 
tion,  on  behalf  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  againft 
Jain  SL"  ^^^   propofitions  of  the  parliament.     They   were    fo 


guin  refutes        .  ",      *  t^  -  — ^^       «<v.«>^      aw 

lucccfsful  in  the  infmuations  and  promifes  they  made 


the  parlia- 


fitions.  in  private,  that  the  ill-fated  Charles  returned  a  refufal 
to  the  offers  of  the  parliament ;  and  thus  rejedled  the 
laft  chance  which  remained  to  him  for  the  fecurity  and 
fafety  of  his  perfon. 

The  King  i.  Sir  John  Berkley  had  cautioned  the  King,  that  an 
fronfhTs  for-  ^bfolutc  negative  would  produce  fo  llrid:  a  confine- 
mcr  liberty,  ^lent  of  his  perfon  as  to  render  his  intended  efcape 
impradlicable.  To  this  obfervation  Charles  aflented ; 
yet  depended  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  Ihallow  expedient 
of  delivering  his  anfwer  fealed  up  to  the  parliament's 
commiffioners.  The  commiffioners  flernly  and  abfo- 
lutely  rcfufed  to  receive  the  King's  anfwer  fealed  ;  in 
confequence  it  was  opened :  when  the  contents  f  were 

rally  taken  by  individuals  to  publifli  reports  and  opinions  to  the 
people. 

♦  The  pretenfions  of  the  Scots,  to  interfere  in  the  terms  of  peace 
demanded  by  the  parliament  on  the  part  of  England  from  the  King, 
were  very  fully  and  humoroufly  anfwered  by  Henry  Martin,  a  repub- 
lican, and  a  man  of  genius  and  underftanding.  Pari.  Hifl,  vol.  XVI L 
p.  S^y^fiq- 

t  The  King  in  his  anfwer  declared,  that  neither  the  dcfire  of  being 
freed  from  the  tedious  and  irkfome  condition  of  life  he  had  long  fuf- 
fered,  nor  the  apprehenfion  of  any  thing  which  might  befal  him, 
Ihould  ever  prevail  on  him  to  confent  to  any  one  aft  till  the  conditions 
of  the  whole  peace  were  concluded ;  that  then  he  would  be  ready  to 

give 


known,  the  commiffioners  abruptly  departed ;  and  Ann.  1647, 
Hammond,  who  till  this  period  had  indulged  the  King 
in  the  full  liberty  of  going  out  of  and  into  the  caftle, 
and  of  riding  about  the  iiland  at  his  pleafure,  who 
had  admitted  of  the  repair  of  his  friends  and  parti- 
zans  to  fee  him,  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  his  expof- 
tulations  to  the  parliament  as  to  procure  him  the  at- 
tendance of  his  own  fervants,  now  perceiving  he  had 
clofed  with  the  Scots,  in  oppofition  to  the  interells  of 
England  and  the  fecurity  of  the  Independents,  doubled 
the  guards  round  the  caftle,  barred  the  gates,  fent 
away  Afliburnham,  Berkley,  Leg,  and  the  reft  of  his., 
fervants  from  the  iftand,  and  thus  prevented  him,  from: 
every  poffible  means  of  an  efcape. 

The  receipt  of  the  King's  denial  put  both  houfes  ia 
a  flame  :  the  republicans  took  the  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance thofe  opinions  which  had  hitherto  only  tran- 
fpired  in  their  private  councils  and  converfations* 
Sir  Thomas  Wroth,  with  the  following  whimiical  exr 
preffion,  "  That  Bedlam  was  appointed  for  madmen^ 
and  Tophet  for  Kings,"  moved,  that  the  perfon  of 
Charles  fhould  be  fecured  in  fome  inland  caftle,  with 
ftrong  guards  ;  that  articles  of  impeachment  fhould 
be  drawn  up  againft  him;  and  that  he  fhould  be  fet 
afide,  and  the  kingdom  fettled  without  him  :  "  Nei- 
ther, added  the  paffionate  member,,  do  I  care  what 
form  of  government  you  fet  up,  fo  it  be  not  by  Kings 

give  juft  and  reafonable  fatisfadlion  in  all  particulars ;  for  the  adjufting 
of  this,  he  knew  no  way  but  a  perfonal  treaty,  and  therefore  earneftly 
defired  the  two  houfes  to  confent  to  it, 

andl 
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Ann.  1647.  and  devils."  CommifTary  Ireton  aflerted,  that  the 
King  by  denying  the  four  bills,  had  denied  fafety  and 
prote(5tion  to  his  people  :  fubjedtion  to  a  fovereign, 
he  obferved,  was  but  a  return  for  protection  to  the 
people ;  that  that  being  denied  by  the  King,  fubjec- 
tion  ought  to  be  withheld,  and  the  kingdom  fettled 
without  him  ;  it  was  now  expe<Sl:ed,  after  fo  long 
waiting,  the  parliament  ihould  Ihew  its  refolution, 
and  not  defert  thofe  valiant  men  who  had  engaged  for 
them  beyond  all  poflibility  of  a  retreat,  and  who 
would  never  forfake  the  parliament  unlels  the  parlia- 
ment forfook  them.  Cromwell,  who  fpoke  laft  in  the 
debate,  after  declaiming  fome  time  on  the  valor,  good 
afFe(5lions,  and  godlincfs  of  the  army,  faid,  that  it 
was  now  expecfted  the  parliament  fhould  govern  and 
defend  the  kingdom  by  their  own  power  and  refolu- 
tion, and  not  teach  the  people  any  longer  to  expeA 
fafety  and  protedion  from  a  man  whofe  heart  God 
had  hardened :  "  Thofe  men,  continued  Cromwell, 
who  have  defended  you  from  fo  many  dangers,  with 
the  expence  of  their  blood,  will  defend  you  herein 
with  fidelity  and  courage,  againft  all  oppofition.  Teach 
them  not,  by  neglecfling  your  own  and  the  kingdom's 
fafety,  to  think  themfelves  betrayed  and  left  to  the  rage 
and  malice  of  an  irreconcilable  enemy,  whom  they 
have  fubdued  for  your  fake,  and  therefore  are  likely 
to  find  his  future  government  of  them  infupportable, 
and  fuller  of  revenge  than  juftice,  left  defpair  (and 
here  Cromwell  laid  his  hand  on  his  fword)  indicate  to 
them  to  feek  their  fafety  by  fome  other  means  than 
adhering  to  you,  who   will  not  ftick  to  yourfelves  : 
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and  how  deftruAive  fuch  a  refolution  will  be  to  you  Ana.  1647. 
all,  I  tremble  to  think  on  *." 

On  calline  the  queftion,  it  pafled  in  the  affirm  a- Vote  of  No 
tive,  by  one  hundred  and  forty -one  voices  agamtt  drefles, 
ninety-two,  That  the  Lords  and  Commons  do  declare, 
that  they  will  make  no  farther  addrelTes  or  applica- 
tion to  the  King.  The  three  following  refolutions 
pafFed  without  a  divifion :  That  no  application  or 
addreffes  be  made  to  the  King  by  any  perfon  what- 
foever,  without  the  leave  of  both  houfes  ;  and  that  the 
perfon  or  perfons  who  Ihall  make  breach  of  this  or- 
der, fliall  incur  the  penalty  of  high-treafon:  That 
the  two  houfes  do  declare,  that  they  will  receive  no 
more  meflages  from  the  King ;  and  do  enjoin  that  no 
perfon  whatfoever  do  prefume  to  receive  or  bring  any 
meflage  from  the  King  to  either  or  both  houfes  of 
parliament :  That  the  members  of  both  houfes  of  the 
committees  of  both  kingdoms  have  power  to  fit  and 
adl  alone  (as  formerly  the  committees  of  both  king- 
doms had)  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom.  The  Lords 
pafTed,  with  little  hefitation,  thefe  refolutions  ;  and 
the  Commons  farther  voted,  That  colonel  Hammond 
and  Sir  William  Conftable,  who  had  been  joined  with 
Hammond  in  the  office  of  guarding  the  King,  be 
required  to  remove  from  their  attendance  on  his  per- 

♦  Cromwell  obferved  to  the  houfe.  That  whilft  the  King  profeffed 
with  all  folemnity  that  he  referred  himfelf  wholly  to  the  parliament, 
and  depended  only  upon  their  wifdom  and  counfel  for  the  fetdement 
and  compofmg  the  diftraftions  of  the  kingdom,  he  had  at  the  fame 
time  fccret  treaties  with  the  Scotch  commiflioners,  for  deftroyii^  the 
parliament,  and  embroiling  the  nation  in  a  new  war. 
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fon  all  fuch  as  they  fhall  judge  improper  to  be 
trufted  ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  revenue  what  perfons  are  fit  and  ncccflary  to  at- 
tend on  the  King,  and  which  way  the  cxpcnces  of 
his  entertainment  may  be  conveniently  retrenched. 
At  the  fame  time  an  ordinance  pafled  for  taking  away 
all  the  firft-fniits  and  tenths  payabjc  to  the  crown, 
with  the  difcharging  the  arrears  due  on  that  fcore  : 
and  the  parliament,  to  rcfrefli  the  memory  of  the 
public  on  the  provocations  and  reafons  which  had 
excited  and  urged  them  to  thefe  feverities,  publifhed 
a  large  declaration,  in  which  were  narrated  all  the 
errors  and  tyranny  of  the  King's  adminiftration  ;  his 
confpiracy  againfl  the  Proteftant  caufe  * ;  the  war  he' 
had  made  on  his  people,  fince  the  fpirit  of  Liberty 
I  had  raifed  a  fuccefsful  oppofition  to  his  pretenfions  ; 

his  obftinately  rejeding  the  feveral  propofitions  for 
peace  which  had  been  at  diflferent  times  offered  to 
him,  with  the  perfidious  ufe  he  had  made  of  treaties  ; 
his  laft  refufal  of  giving  a  necefTary  fecurity  to  his 
people  5  and  every  criminal  tranfadtion  he  had  been 
fuppofed  or  known  to  be  engaged  in,  from  the  death 
of  his  father  to  the  prefent  time  f. 

Different  In-       WHILST  matters  in  parliament  were  proceeding  to 
K^ng^'^'^'^^^uch  extremities  againft    the    King,  he  found  means, 

•  Among  thefe  confpiracies,  the  declaration  noticed  the  betraying 
Rochelle  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

t  There  were  feveral  pens  drawn  to  attempt  to  confute  the  af- 
perfions  thrown  on  the  King  in  this  declaration  ;  but  all  the  perform- 
ances on  this  fubjed  arc  fo  poorly  executed,  that  they  would  rather 
tend  to  confirm  the  King's  guilt,  than  otherwife,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
judicious  reader. 
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notwithflanding  his  clofe  confinement,  to  tarry  on  a  Ann.  1647, 
variety  of  negotiations  for  the   overwhelming  on  all 
fides  the  Independents,  when  they  leaft  expeclcd  it  *\ 
The  Scots,  with  whom  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  f, 

*  «  To  the  lord  Capel  (fays  Clarendon,  fpeaking  of  the  time  when 
the  King  was  at  Hampton-Court  in  the  quarters  of  the  army)  his  ma- 
jefty  imparted  all  his  hopes  and  all  his  fears,  the  great  overtures  the 
Scots  had  made  him,  and  that  he  did  really  believe  it  would  not  be 
lonf^  before  there  was  a  war  between  the  two  nations  ;  in  which  the 
Sco°s  promifed  themfclves  an  univerfal  concurrence  from  all  the  Prefby-  ^ 
terians  in   England  -,  and  that  in  fuch  a  conjundure  he  wiflied  his 
own  party  would  put  themfelves  in  arms,  without  which  he  could  not 
exped  great  benefit  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  other  •,  and  therefore  defired 
Capel  to  watch  fuch  a  conjunfture,  and  draw  all  his  friends  together. 
—Many  things  (adds  Clarendon)  were  at  this  time  adjufted,  upon  the 
forefight  of  future  contingencies,  which  were  afterwards  thought  fit  to 
be  executed."     It  was  the  knowledge  that  the  Kng  was   carrying  on 
intrigues  oppofite  to  the  interefts  of  the  army,  the  Independents,  and 
his   own  proteftations,   which  raifed   the   refentment  of  the  foldiery 
againft  him,  and  which  excited  them,  before  his  removal,  to  infift  on 
the  difmiflion  of  malignants  from  attendance  on  his  perfon  ;  and  the 
forbearance  of  that  indulgence  which  had  been  fhewn  him,  in  permit- 
tino-  the  refort  of  all  .parties  to  his  prefence.     To  Cromwell,  who  pro- 
cured intelligence  from  thofe  who  were  admitted  to  his  neareft  confi- 
dence, every  particular   of  thefe  tranfaftions  was  known,  and  the  ciiji 
cumftance  of  the  King's  intriguing  with  his  declared  enemies  the  Scots, 
occafioned  him,  among  other  prevalent  reafons,  to  lay  afide  the  thoughts 
of  rifmg  by  court  favor. 

f  The  fubftance  of  the  King's  treaty  with  the  Scots. 
The  King  acknowledged  that  the  intention  of  the  covenanters  had 
been  for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon  and  authority  :  The  league  and 
covenant  were  to  be  confirmed  in  a  free  parliament  in  both  kingdoms ; 
wfth  the  provifo,  that  none  who  were  unwilling  fhould  be  obliged  to 
take  it :  The  King  was  to  confirm  all  the  ads  paflfed  in  the  laft  parlia- 
ment of  Scodand :  Prefbytery,  with  the  Direflory  for  worfliip,  was  to 
be  confirmed  in  England  by  aft  of  parliament,  for  three  years ;  with  a 
provifo,  that  the  King  and  his  houfhold  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  ufe  the 
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Ann.  1647.    were  with*  all  poflible  diligence  to  raife  an  army,  ta 
affift  the  King's  friends  in  the  recovery  of  his  rights  ; 

form  of  divine  fervicc  they  had  formerly  pradlifed :  The  form  of 
church  government  and  general  worfhip,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
three  years,  and  after  confultation  with  the  affembly  of  divines  (to 
which  aflembly  were  to  be  added  twenty  of  the  King's  nomination) 
to  be  determined  by  the  King  and  his  two  houfcs  of  parliament :  That 
an  effedual  courfe  fhould  be  taken  for  fupprcffing  every  other  fedt 
but  Prefbyterians  and  Epifcopalians  :  The  King  was,  neither  by  his  au- 
thority or  knowledge,  to  make  or  admit  any  ceflation,  pacification,  or 
•  agreement  whatfoever,  for  peace  nor  treaty,  propofition  bills,  or  any 
otherways  to  that  end,  with  the  houfes  of  parliament,  army,  or  any 
party  in  England  and  Ireland,  without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland :  Obligations  of  the  fame  kind  were  to  be  rcr 
ciprocally  binding  on  the  Scots :  Upon  the  fettlement  of  the  peace, 
there  was  to  be  an  aft  of  oblivion,  to  be  agreed  on  by  the  King  and  the 
parliaments  of  both  his  kingdoms :  The  King  and  prince  of  Wales, 
when  they  pofllbly  could  with  fafety  and  convenience,  were  to  go  into 
Scotland  upon  the  invitation  of  that  kingdom,  and  their  declaration 
that  they  {hould  be  there  in  honor,  freedom,  and  fafety  :  The  King 
was  to  contribute  his  utmoft  endeavor  to  proteft  and  affift  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland  in  carrying  on  the  war  both  by  fea  and  land,  &c. 
•  and   did  authorize  the  Scotifli  army  to  poflcfs  themfclves  of  Berwick, 

Carlifle,  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  with  the  caftle  of  Tinmouth  and  the 
town  of  Hartlepool :  The  King  was  to  pay  the  Scots  the  remainder 
of  the  brotherly  afliftance  yet  unpaid,  and  the  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  due  on  the  laft  treaty,  and  engage  to  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land for  the  payment  and  expence  of  their  army  in  the  future  war,  with 
due  recompence  for  the  lofles  they  fhould  therein  fuftain,  and  due  la- 
tisfadion  according  to  the  treaty  on  that  behalf  between  the  two  king- 
doms :  To  the  Scotifli  army  in  Ireland  the  King  was  to  endeavor  a 
complete  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  and,  if  that  fliould  not  he 
fpeedily  cffeded,  all  liberty  and  privileges  concerning  commerce, 
traffic,  and  manufadures,  peculiar  to  the  fubje<5ts  of  either  nation, 
were  to  be  common  to  both,  and  a  communication  and  mutual  ca- 
pacity of  all  other  liberties  of  the  fubjecis  of  the  two  kingdoms  : 
A  competent  number  of  (hips  was  to  be  afllgned  out  of  his  majefty*s 
Engliih  navy  for  the  yearly  guard  of  the  coalls  of  Scotland  j  and  his 

majefly 


the    mod  violent   of  the   Prefbyterians  had   promifcd  Ann.  1647. 
their  countenance  and  fupport  j  the   cavaliers  were  to 
keep  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  rife  on  the  firft  favor- 
able opportunity  j  afTurances  were  given  of  large  fuc- 

majefly  was  to  declare  his  fucceflbrs,  as  well  as  himfelf,  obliged  to  the 
performance  of  the  articles  and  conditions  of  this  agreement :  The 
King  was  to  engage  him.felf  to  employ  his  Scotch  fubjeds  equally  with 
his  Englifli  in  all  foreign  employments  and  negociations  :  That  a  third 
part  of  all  the  offices  and  places  about  the  King,  queen,  and  prince, 
Ihould  be  conferred  upon  Scotchmen  i  and  that  the  King  and  prince, 
or  one  of  them,  fliould  frequently,  refide  in  Scotland.  The  Scots,  in 
return,  did  engage  themfelves  to  aflifl.  the  right  of  the  crown  to  the 
power  of  the  militia,  the  great-feal,  the  beftowing  honors  and  o£- 
iices  of  trufl:,  the  choice  of  the  privy-counfellors,  the  King's  negative 
voice  in  parliament,  and  that  the  queen,  the  prince,  and  the  reft  of 
the  royal  iflue,  ought  to.  remain  where  his  majefty  fliould  think  fit  in . 
either  of  his  three  kingdoms :  The  King  was  to  proteft  all  his  fubjeds 
in  the  kingdom  of  England  and  Ireland  who  did  join  with  the  Scots 
in  purfuance  of  this  agreement,  and  the  Scots  were  to  admit  all  fuch. 
fubjeds  for  the  profecution  of  thefe  ends. 

Clarendon  tells  us.  That  this  treaty  (a  treafon  almoft  as  heinous 
and  as  deftru6live  to  the  honor  and  interefl:s  of  the  Englifli  as  that 
the  King  had  made  with  the  Irifli  rebels)  he  was  induced  to  fign  by 
the  fame  vicious  logic  which  tainted  all  his  councils  ^  viz.  that  it  was 
not  to  be  obferved  farther  than  it  ferved  the  prefent  turn  ;  for  when 
the  armies  which  were  to  be  raifed  for  the  King  in  England  had  joined 
with  the  Scots,  they  would  not  have  power  to  exaft  thefe  particulars, , 
for  every  body  would  then  be  obliged  to  fubmic  to  what  his  majefty 
fliould  think  fit  to  be  done.     The  fame  author  flirewdly  obferves  on 
the  treaty.  That  it  contained   fo  many  monftrous  conceffions,  that, 
except  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  had  been  imprifoned  with  the 
King  in  Carifl^rook-Caftle,  it  could  not  be  imagined  it  could  ever 
have   been  performed.     The  King  prevailed  with  the  Scotch  com- 
miffibners  to  give  way  to  his  inferting  in  the  treaty  a  declaration.  That, 
by  the  claufe  of  confirming  Prefljyterian  government  he  was  not  ob-- 
liged  to  defire  the  fettling  it,  nor  to  prefent  any  bills  to  that  effcd*^ 
Clar^  Hyi,  vol.  III.  p.  78,  ^/^j. 
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Abo.  1547.  cors  from  abroad  ;  and  a  correfpondencc  was  car- 
ried on  with  the  lord  Inchiquin,  in  confcquencc  of 
whole  undertaking  the  marquis  of  Ormond  was  to 
return  into  Ireland,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalier  and  Popifh  fadions  ;  the  latter  of  which, 
being  difplcafed  with  the  ruinous  and  tyrannical  pro- 
ceedings of  the  nuncio,  had  now  promifed  to  put 
themfelvcs  under  his  command. 
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^ecanJ  civil  war. Invafion   of  the   Scots. '"-^^Th  parlia^ 

ment   repeal  their  proceedings    againjl   the  King, Treaty 


ivith  the  King  renewed, 
prejjed. 


The  civil  war  and  invajionfup- 
The  King  feized  again  by   the  army, Their 


remonjlranceagainft  him. Refolutit^ns  of  the  parliament  in  bis 

favor ^  and  againfi  the  proceedings  of  the  army, -^--^^T he  lower 

houfe  purged, The  Kings  trial,  execution,  and  character. 

Arguments  on  thefubje^  of  the  Kings  death. 

THE  vote  of  No  more  addrefles  had  to  appearance 
entirely  cured  thofe  jealoufies,  which,  to  the 
terror  of  every  patriot  citizen,  had  fo  long  fubfifled 
between  the  civil  and  the  military  powers.  The  fame 
views  and  interefts  feemed  to  unite  in  a  clofe  jundlion 
the  parliament  with  the  army,  who  prefented  to  both 
houfes  a  declaration,  in  which  they  avowed  their 
refolution  to  adhere  to  them  in  their  proceedings 
againfi  the  King,  and  in  the  fettling  and  fecuring  the 
kingdom  without  him  *.     The  army  were  perfedly 

•  After  the  vote  of  Non-addrefles  had  paffed  the  upper  houfe,   the 
army  declared  a  refolution  to  preferve  the  peerage  of  the  kingdom, 

witli 


fihcere  in  thefe  their  profeilions  ;  but  the  parliament,  Ann.  1648. 
the  majority  of'  which  were  yet  of  the  Prefbyterian 
fa^flion,  only  difTembled  their  fentiments  till  a  fit  op- 
portunity   offered   to   avenge   themfelvcs    of  a    party 
whofe  principles  they  hated,  and  with  whofe  mca- 
fures  they  had  very  unwillingly  co-operated.      Whilfl 
the    impatient   public  fhewed   themfelvcs  willing  to 
forfeit  the   reward  of  their  toils,  and  return  to  their 
old  date  of  bondage,  rather  than  longer  endure  the 
temporary  expence  of  fupporting  the  military  eftablifh- 
ment,   the    parliament  artfully  heightened  that   im- 
patience, by  withftanding  the  necefTary  fupplies ;  and 
notwithilanding  the  repeated  remonftrances  made  by 
the  foldiers,  on   the  neceility  they  were  laid  under  to 
grieve  and  enrage   the  country,  by  living  on   free- 
quarter  J    notwithftanding    all    the    aflurances    given 
them  on   this    fubjccfl  by    the  two  houfes  ;  notwith-  " 
{landing  all  the  ordinances  paiTed  both  for  their  con^ 
flant    fupport,  and    payment   of    their    arrears ;    the 
public  treafure  was  diverted  to  other  purpofes,  and. 
the  army  left  to  fhift  for  ther  ifelves.     When  mur- 
murs and  preparations  from  all   quarters   threatened 
new  commotions,  the  parliament  infilled  on  the  de-- 
creafing  the  military  force,  by  difbanding  fupernume- 
raries ;  a  command  which  was  complied  with  by  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax,  but  with  this  cautioo,  that  the  fuper- 
numeraries  on  this  occafion  difbanded  were  the  greater;^ 
part  of  them  thofe  who  belonged  to  the  old  army,  and : 
whofe  officers  were  in  the  intcrefl  of  the  adverfe  fa<5bion* . 

with  the  jufl  rights  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  Peers.  To  appeafc  thar- 
jealoufy  of  the  Lords,  the  Commons  had  made  feveral  fuch  declara-  - 
tions.     Pari.  Hifl» 

WhUft: 
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Ann.  1648.  Whilft  the  parliament  was  thus  fecretly  confpiring 
a^ainfl  the  only  body  who  were  inclined  or  able  to  prc- 
ferve  their  authority,  combinations,  which  vifibly  tend- 
ed to  the  reftoring  without  terms  the  royal  authority, 
were  forming  in  every  part  of  the  three  kingdoms. 

Secure  and  happy  as  was  the  prcfcnt  fituation 
of  the  Scots,  their  commiflioners,  who  had  concluded 
the  forementioned  treaty  with  the  King  on  the  pre- 
fumption  only  that  it  would  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  their  countrymen,  found  on  their  return  a 
large  party,  who,  excited  by  piqUe,  malice,  preju- 
dice, and  covetoufnefs,  were  willing  to  endanger  their 
prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  and  to  embark  a  fecond 
time  in  all  the  uncertainties  of  war,  for  the  reftora- 
fion  of  that  power  they  had  fo  largely  contributed  to 
deftroy.  The  facftion  now  formed  in  favor  of  the 
King,  of  whom  the  duke  of  Hamilton  (who  had  ob- 
tained his  liberty  on  the  furrender  of  Pendennis-caflle 
to  the  Engliih  parliament)  was  chief,  caballed  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  as  to  procure,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition 
of  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  a  parliament  to  be  fum- 
moned.  To  this  aflembly  all  the  fhallow  arguments 
difFufed  through  the  tedious  remonflrances  of  the 
Scotch  commiflioners  to  the  parliament  of  England, 
were  urged  as  grounds  for  entering  into  the  King's 
quarrel ;  viz.  That  he  was  kept  by  an  army  of  fe<5la- 
ries  in  conftraint  and  fubje<5tion ;  that  every  thing 
was  carried  in  England  as  thefe  fe<5laries  plcafed  ; 
that,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  between 
the  two  nations,  the  Englifh  parliament  had  refufed 
to  confult  with  the  Scotch  commiflioners,  about  the 
propofitions  fent  to  the  King  for  peace  j  that  they  had 
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in  reality  depofcd  the  King,  by  ftripping  him  of  all  Ann.  1648. 
his  prerogatives,  and  by  voting  no  more  addrefles  to 
him  ;  that  they  had  hindered  the  Scots  from  having 
accefs  to  his  perfon,  though  he  was  as  much  King 
of  Scotland  as  King  of  England  ;  and  that  Scotland 
ought  to  refent  this  affiont,  as  a  manifeft  breach  of 
their  rights,  and  the  covenant  between  the  two  king- 
doms. The  parliament  were  moreover  aflured  by 
their  commiflioners,  that  no  fooner  would  Scotch 
troops  enter  England  than  all  the  Englifli,  except  the 
army,  would  join  them  ;  and  thus  the  government, 
being  refl:ored  to  freedom,  would  again  unite  with 
Scotland,  and  the  covenant  be  pundbually  obferved. 
Though  nothing  urged  by  the  King's  friends  on  this 
occafion  had  any  connedlion  with  the  peace,  fecurity, 
and  freedom  the  Scots  at  this  time  enjoyed,  and 
that  their  propofal  of  engaging  againft  England  (on 
the  grounds  of  preferving  the  King's  authority)  ma- 
nifeftly  tended  to  the  utter  deflirudlion  of  thefe  bleflings, 
yet  the  forementioned  arguments  had  fuch  weight 
with  the  parliament,  that,  according  to  a  motion  of 
the  royalifl:s,  a  committee  of  twenty-four  members 
was  empowered  to  provide  for  the  fafetyof  the  king- 
dom. This  committee,  who  were  almofl:  all  of  the 
facflion,  and  of  whom  the  duke  of  Hamilton  was  pre- 
fident,  on  examining  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  found 
it  to  be  fo  defperate  as  to  neceflltate  the  raifing  an 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  and  the  calling  over 
the  forces  who  were  engaged  againft  the  Irifli  Papifts 
under  Monroe. 

The  fadlion,  notwithftanding  they  had  carried  mat- 
ters thus  triumphantly  in  parliament,  found  an  oppCi- 
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Aoi.  1648.   fit  ion  in  the  kingdom,  which  the'  it  did  not  prevent,  yet 
it  fo  far  retarded  their  motions,  as  to  preferve  the  coun- 
try from  that  ruin  in  which  their  deftrudive  projcds, 
liad  they  fuccecded,  mud  neceflarily  have  involved  it* 
Theunnatural  conjunction  of  epifcopalians  withPrefby- 
terians,  liberty-men  and  cavaliers  (for  the  Scotch  and 
Englifli  malignants  were  very  atSlive  on  this  occafion), 
not  only  llartled,  but  was  regarded  with  horror  by  all 
thofe  whohad  a  juft  value  for  their  prefent  fecurity,  or 
had  any  regard  for  civil  or  religious  principle.   It  is  true, 
the  bigots  of  the  nation  would  have  ventured  largely 
for    eftablilhing    Prefbyterian    difcipline    in    all    the 
three    kingdoms  ;    but,    for    obtaining    this    purpofe, 
to  unite  their  forces  to  its  inveterate  enemies  was  fuch 
a  glaring  contradieTiion,  were  means  fo  oppofue  to  the 
end,  that  the   pretence  of  defending  the  covenant  by 
the  affiftance  of  Papifts,  royalifls,  and  prelatifts  *,  could 
not  impofe  on  any  man  who  had  engaged  from  con- 
fcientious   motives    in  the  former  oppofition  to  the 
crown.      Eighteen  Lords  and  forty  other  members  of 
parliament   entered  their  proted  againfl  the  determi- 
nations of  the  committee  ;  the  commiflioners  of  the 
general  afTembly  remonflrated  flrongly  againft  the  in- 
tended   armament,  as    defigned  for  the  deilrudiion  of 
the   covenant,  which  it  pretended   to  defend ;   and    a 
committee  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  who  had  been 
fent  down  on  the  firfl  rumors  of  what  was  going  for- 
ward in  Scotland,  played  their  part  fo  well  in  foment- 

*  Sir  Thomas  Glcnham,  Sir  Philip  Mufgrave,  Sir  Marmadukc 
Langdale,  and  many  others  of  the  mod  notorious  of  the  cavalier 
faftion,  had  flocked  to  Edinburgh,  to  engage  with  the  intended  arma- 
of  ihskt  country. 
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inor  the    divifions    of  the    country,   that    the   levy   of  Ann.  1648. 
forces  went  on  flowly  and  with  great  difficulty. 

Wpiilst  the  King's  friends  in  Scotland  were  making 
all  pofriblc  difpatch  in  their  preparations  for  the  in- 
vafion  of  England,  his  party  in  this  country,  impa- 
tient at  the  delay,  raifed  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
tumults,  confpiracies,  and  infurredions.  Langhorn,  ^^^^  "^'^ 
Poyer,  and  Powell,  three  Prelbyterian  officers,  who 
commanded  bodies  of  troops  in  Wales,  encouraged  by 
the  promife  of  a  confiderable  fupply  of  money  and 
ammunition  from  the  queen,  gathered  together  a 
large  company  of  mutinous  difbanded  foldiers,  and 
declared  for  the  King.  In  the  North,  Langdale  and  Muf- 
grave feized  on  the  towns  of  Berwick  and  Carlifle ; 
and,  to  confound  the  hopes,  and  difmay  (if  poffible) 
the  courage  of  the  Independents,  a  part  of  the  fleet, 
inftigated  by  their  late  commander.  Batten,  whom  the 
Independents  had  difplaced,  and  put  Rainfborough  (a 
man  of  great  repute  with  that  party)  in  his  room, 
fet  their  new  admiral  on  fliore,  and  failing  over  to 
Holland,  fubmitted  firft  to  the  command  of  the  duke 
of  York,  who  had  efcaped  from  St.  James's,  and  then 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  came  from  Paris  for  that 
purpofe.  In  Kent,  by  the  perfuafion  of  one  Roger 
Leftrange  *,  a  man  of  a  Quixotte  genius  and  a  flowery 
elocution,  an  idle  party  put  themfelves  under  the 
command  of  young  Hales,  a  ftripling  without  expe- 

*  Leftrange,  in  the  firft  civil  war,  had  been  apprehended  ibr  a  dc- 
fign  to  betray  Lynn  in  Norfolk  to  the  King,  and  had  with  difficulty 

efcaped  a  fcntence  of  death. 
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Aim- 1648.  rience  or  weight ;  but  were  afterwards  joined  by  the 
Haunch  cavaliers  under  the  earl  of  Norwich,  father  to 
the  lord  Goring.  Lord  Capel,  Sir  Charles  Lucas,  Sir 
George  Lille,  excited  commotions  in  EfTcx  ;  and  the 
earl  of  Holland,  who  ever  had  changed  fides  according 
to  the  probability  of  fuccefs,  colleded  forces  in  Surry. 
Encouraged  by  thefe  appearances,  the  individuals  of 
profligate  manners  of  the  vulgar  rank,  who,  by  the 
rigid  authority  of  the  government,  had  been  con- 
ftrained  to  preferve  a  decency  of  conduct,  flocked 
together  in  the  metropolis,  and  in  other  capital  towns  ;. 
and  when,  contrary  to  the  laws,  they  repaired  to  their 
fporis  and  drunken  recreations  on  the  Lord's  day^ 
they  fet  upon  the  magiftrates  who  would  have  put  a 
flop  to  their  licentious  revels,  and  repeatedly  exclaim- 
ing, "  For  God  and  King  Charles,"  broke  out  into 
fuch  outrageous  tumults,  that,  in  London,  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  himfelf  was  obliged  to  make  head  againft 
them. 

Whilst  the  army  was  in  every  quarter  of  the 
kingdom  engaged  in  a  vigorous  defence  of  them- 
felves  and  country,  and  the  lower  houfe  was  well 
thinned    of    the    Independent    members,    who   were 

,  employed  in  their  military  occupations,  the  Prefbyte- 
rians  in  parliament,  feizing  on  the  favorable  oppor- 
tunity, reaflTumed  their  old  project  of  eftablifhing 
their  tyranny  by  a  jundlion  with  the  crown.     The 

.  city  had,  encouraged  by  the  diftance  of  their  military 
matters,  petitioned  for  the  reftoration  of  their  autho- 
rity over  the  city  militia  j  that  their  imprifoned  ma- 

giftrates 


giftrates  and  fellow-citizens  might  be  fet  at  liberty  ;  A"»*  »^4»- 
and  for  a  perfonal  treaty  with  the  King  *.     All  thefe 
requefts    af    the    city  were    no    fooner    made    than 
granted.     By  the  fame  influence,  orders  which  had 
been  given  Skippon  to  raife  levies,  for  the  prefcrva-f 
tion  of  the  public  peace,  were  countermanded  j  the 
eleven  impeached  members  were  recalled  t  ;  the  votes  Thepariia- 
of  Non-addrefTes  were  repealed  ;  and  the  Commons  in  their  proceeds 
a   declaration   protefted,   That   they  would  not   alter  ISfKwg!^ 
the   fundamental    government   of    the  kingdom    by 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  ;  that  they  were  refolved 
to  preferve  and  maintain  the  folemn  league  and  co- 
venant  between  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland  j  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to  join  the 
Scots  in   the  propofitions  agreed  upon   between   the 
two  kingdoms,  and  prefented  to  his  majefty  at  Hamp- 
ton Court  J.      In   confequence    of   thefe  refolutions,^^^^^  ^...^ 
five  peers  and  ten  commoners  were  fent  as  commif-  the  iDng  re- 
fioners  to  Newport,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  to  renew  the 
treaty  with  the  King,  who  was  freed  from  the  clofe 
reftraint  he  had  been  under  for  fome  months,  and, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  allowed  to  fummons  and 
advife   on   this    important   tranfadlion  with    his   old 
friends  and  counfellors. — ^Had  this  flrong  ray  of  re- 

^  Petitions  now  poured  in  from  all  quarters,  for  a.  perfonal  treaty 
and  fpeedy  agreement  with  the  King. 

•f  Part  of  the  charge  fent  up  by  the  army  againft  the  eleven  mem- 
bers was.  That  they  had  caballed  with  the  queen  for  the  raifing  a  fe- 
cond  civil  war,  and  had  invited  the  Scots  and  other  foreign  forces  to 
invade  the  kingdom.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XVI.  p.  74. 

J  The  Prelbyterian  intcrefl:  was  at  this  time  fo  ftrong  in  the  lower 
boufe,.  tliat  thele  votes  were  carried  without  aay  diviiioo. 
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turning  fortune  not  intoxicated   the  cavaliers  to  a  de- 
gree which  excites  both  laughter  and  contempt,   the 
army,  brave  and  veteran  as  they  were,  would  have 
found   it   a  difficult  matter   to  overcome  the   united 
force  of  almoft  the  whole  nation  :  But   this  doating 
faction  made   fuch   open  difcoveries    of    the  malig- 
nancy of   their   defigns,  that    the  Prefbyterians  were, 
to   a  clear  demonftration,    convinced    their   intention 
was  to  reflore  the  King  without  terms,  and  to   ruin 
both    the    Prefbyterian     and    Independent    intereils : 
"  Reftore  the  King  to  his  due  honor  and  juft  rights, 
according  to  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance, 
that  he  may  forthwith  be  cftablifhed  in  the  throne^ 
according  to  the  fplendor  of  his  anceflors ;  conduA 
him  to  Weflminiler  with  honor  and  fafety  ;  difband 
all  armies  with  fpeed  ;"  were  the  llyle  of  the  petitions 
prefented  by  the  cavaliers  on  this  critical  occafion  ; 
and  prefented  too  with  an   arrogance  of  manner,  if 
poflible,  fuperior   to    the    unreafonablenefs   of    their 
demands  *. 

The  parliament,  difmaycd  with  the  view  of  their 
own  danger,  fhould  the  avowed  intentions  of  the 
royalifts  take  place,  fhrunk  back  from  their  former 
forwardnefs  f  ;  and  the  city  kept  themfelves   quiet, 

*  Whidock  fays,  That  the  countrymen  who  carried  this  petition 
up  to  the  houfe,  being  almoft  drunk,  abufed  the  guards,  and  afked 
them.  Why  they  ftood  there  to  guard  a  parcel  of  rogues  ?  that  both 
fides  growing  warm,  the  countrymen  fell  upon  the  guards,  and  killed 
and  wounded  feveral  before  the  affiftance  of  more  foldiers  could  be  had. 
tVbitIock*s  Memorials, 

t  Several  ordinances  were  at  this  time  pafled,  for  the  incapaci- 
tating any  who  had  borne  arms  againft  the  parliament  for  ferving  in 
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nor  engaged  with  any  of  the  infurgents  *,  who,  not  Ann.  1648. 
having  obferved  concert  in  their  feveral  infurre(5lions, 
were  in  a  fhort  time,  with  little  difficulty,  fubdued. 
The  revolted  troops  in  Wales,  having  been  attacked 
and  defeated  by  colonel  Horton,  threw  themfelves 
into  Pembroke-Caftle,  where  they  were  clofely  be- 
fieged  and  taken  by  Cromwell :  Langdale  and  Muf- 
grave,  in  the  North,  were  oppofed  with  faccefs  by 
Lambert :  at  Kingflon  the  earl  of  Holland  was  de- 
feated and  taken  prifoner  by  Sir  Michael  Livefey  f : 
at  Maidflone  lord  Fairfax  X  routed  the  Kentifh  men  ^ 

any  public  office,  and  for  the  banifhing  mafignants  and  Papifts  to  the 
diftance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  capital.  The  cavaliers  were  detefted 
in  the  private  lifting  of  foldiers,  and  in  raifing  horfe  and  arms  in  and 
about  London.     Rujhwcrth,  vol.  VII.  p.  1174. 

^  After  the  royalifts  had  plainly  manifefted  their  hopes  and  inten- 
tions, a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  parliament  by  the  citizens,  where- 
in they  exprefled  their  diflike  to  the  infurreftions  which  had  been 
raifed,  and  defired  the  parliament  to  adhere  to  their  vow  and  covenant, 
the  conftant  tenor  of  their  former  declarations,  and  not.  recede  from 
their  firft  and  juft  principles,  viz.  The  fafety  of  themfelves  and  thofe 
who  adhered  to  them,  the  reformation  and  prefervation  of  religion, 
and  the  maintenance  and  defence  of  laws  and  liberties.  'ParUHifi, 
vol.  XVII.  p.  297.- 

f  With  the  earl  of  Holland  had  engaged  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, and  his  brother  lord  Francis  Villiers.  On  account  of  the 
tender  age  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  parliament  generoufly 
offered  him  an  indemnification,  on  condition  of  his  furrendering  him- 
felf,  and  engaging  never  again  to  take  up  arms  againft  them  :  The 
duke  refufed  the  favor,  and  made  his  efcape  to  Holland.  His  bro- 
ther, who  had  braved  the  foldiers,  and  had  refufed.  to  furrender,  was 
killed  on  the  field  of  battle.     Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  XVII.  p.  ^^i. 

J  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  had,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  attained  to 
the  title  of  Lord  Fairfax. 
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Ann.  1648.    and  purfuing  the  broken  troops,  forced  them  and  tlic 

EiTcx  infurgents  to  fhut  themfclvcs  up  in  the  town  of 

GDlchefter ;   to  which  place,  as   his   troops  were  very 

inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  he  laid  a  formal 

fiege.     To  humor  the   failors,  the   earl  of   Warwick 

was  replaced   in  his  old  command  ;  a  new  fleet  was 

manned  ;  and   the  prince  of  Wales,  after  a  fruitlefs 

attempt  upon  Yarmouth,  and  lying  fome  time  in  the 

river  Thames,  braving  the  city  of  London,  and  taking 

feveral  of  their   rich  meixhant  fliips,  was  obliged  to 

retire  to  Holland  *.     To  this  coafl  he  was  purfued  by 

the   earl   of  Warwick,  whofe  fidelity  he  had  in  vain 

attempted  ;  and  the  States  having  intimated  that  they 

Should    not  think  themfelves  obliged   to    defend  his 

fliips,  were  they  demanded  by  the  Englifh  parliament, 

Sr*!™*     ^^  ^^^^    ^P  ^^^  ^^^^^  command  to  prince  Rupert  f, 
p.  i23.'        who  failed  with  the  fleet  to  Ireland. 


Invadon  of 
the  Scots. 


During  thefe  numerous  tranfaa:ions,  the  duke  of 
Hamilton,  the  prime  mover  of  the  engagement  which 
had  taken  place  in  Scotland  in  favor  of  the  King,  en- 
tered England  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men  J :   but  fuch  miftruft  had  the  cavaliers  from  their 

♦  The  Independents,  on  thefe  exploits  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  had 
made  in  the  lower  houfe  an  unfuccefsful  motion  for  declaring  him  a 
rebel  and  a  traitor  to  the  commonwealth.  Pari  Hift.  vol.  XVII.  p.  385. 

t  On  the  furrender  of  Oxford,  the  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice  were 
included  by  the  general  in  the  benefit  of  its  capitulation  ;  but  were  af- 
terwards  commanded  by  the  Commons  to  leave  the  kingdom.  Pari 
Hift,  vol.  XIII.  p.  473.  ^ 

t  Leflcy,  cajoled  with  the  tide  of  lord  Newark,  had  refigned  his 
pretenfions   to  the  duke  of  Hamilton.     Clarendon  fays,  he  had  no 

mmd  to  venture  his  honor  againlt  Englifli,  unlefs  affifted  by  Englifh.. 

« 
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imprudence  incurred,  that  he  durft  not  unite  his  forces  Ann.  1648, 
with  thofe  under  the  command  of  Sir  Marmaduke 
Langdale  *.  Lambert,  who  had  received  particular 
orders  from  Cromwell  not  to  engage  with  the  Scots 
till  he  came  up,  retiring  before  thefe  invaders,  joined 
the  lieutenant-general.  When  the  juniSlion  had  taken 
place,  the  army  under  Cromwell  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  eight  thoufand  men  ;  but  as  this  valiant 
commander  had  entertained,  in  an  high  degree,  both 
contempt  and  averlion  f  for  the  Scots,  he  hurried  to  the 
place  of  adlion  as  to  a  fcene  of  certain  vidtory.  The 
cavaliers  under  Langdale,  who  lay  detached  from  the 
Scotch  army,  were  attacked  by  Lambert,  and,  making 
a  flout  refiftance,  were  many  of  them  cut  off";  the 
reft  were  purfued  into  the  Scotch  quarters.  The  Scots, 
who  lay  difperfed  in  a  negligent  manner,  were  an  eafy 
prey  :  without  making  any  confiderable  defence,  they 
were  almoft  all  taken  prifoners,  and  the  general,  being 
purfued  to  Utoxeter,  furrendered  himfelf  to  colonel 
Waight,  who  had  lately  gained  a  vicftory  over  fome 
forces  which  had  been  raifed  in  the  ihires  of  Hun- 
tingdon and  Cambridge.     Cromwell,  to  complete  his 


•  The  ftrong  remonftrances  of  the  church,  and  the  influence  of  the 
marquis  of  Argyll,  had  obliged  the  Scotch  parliament  to  pais  an 
order,  that  thofe  who  had  not  taken,  or  did  refufe  to  take  the  cove- 
nant, fhould  not  be  received  into  their  army,  nor  joined  with  on  their 
entrance  into  England. 

'  -f  In  a  meeting  of  the  Scotch  commiflloners  with  Hollis  and  other 
Prelbyterian  members,  ac  the  houfe  of  the  earl  of  Eflex,  it  had  been 
propofed  to  impeach  Cromwell,  for  afting  the  part  of  an  incendiary 
between  the  two  kingdoms  -,  and  the  Scots,  after  their  fecond  coming 
into  England,  had  particularly  objeded  to  his  commanding  a  party 
which  were  to  be  fent  into  the  northern  counties. 

:     Vol.   IV.  D  d  d  work, 


^•^ 


38$ 

Ann.  1648. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

work,  marched   without    lofs  of  time   into  Scotland, 
where,  being  joined  by  Argyll  and    the  Kirk  fadion! 
he    procured  the  furrender  of  Berwick   and  Carlifle, 
which  the  Scots  on  their  entering  England  had  takea 
pofTeffion  of,  obliged  Lanerick  and  Monroe  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  fubjec^ed  the  whole  party  to  the  power 
of  their  adverfaries  *.— The  royalifts  fhut   up  in  Col- 
chefter,  in  hopes  that  they  fhould    be  relieved  by  a 
victorious  army  of  Scots,    had  undergone  almoft   the 
utmofl  extremities   of   famine  ;  and,  on    account   of 
this  obftinacy,  they  were  required  by  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
fax to  furrender  at  mercy.     The  officers  would  have 
p^rfuaded  the  common  foldiers,  whom  they  had  drawa 
into  the  fcrape  f,  to  attempt  the  breaking  through,  or 
to  fell  their  lives  a  dear  purchafe :  but  thefe  men,  to 

•  The  following  were  the  conditions  fubmitted  to  by  the  King's 
party  :  That  both  die  armies  fliould  be  diibanded  :  That  a  parliamoic 
fliould  be  called  to  fit  before  the  twentieth  of  January  :  That  the  fet- 
tling of  religion  be  referred  to  the  determination  of  the  general  affem- 
bly,  and  all  civil  queftions  to  the  determination  of  parliament :  That 
a  new  committee  of  eftatcs  be  appointed,  to  confift  only  of  fuch  mem- 
bers as  protefted  in  parliament  againft  the  late  engagement ;  and  in 
cafe  any  of  the  forces  under  Monroe  fhould  continue  in  arms,  then 
the  faid  committee  fhould  raife  forces  to  fupprefs  the  fame:' That 
none  who  had  been  accefTary  to  the  late  engagement  fhould  be  chal- 
cnged  to  take  away  their  lives  or  eflates,  &c.  provided  they  did  dc- 
Clare  under  their  hands-writing,  to  the  lord  chancellor  or  prefident  of 
the  committee  of  eftates,  that  they  accepted  of  and  fubmitted  to  the 
prefent  engagement :  That  all  perfons  taken  in  war,  fince  the  fecond 
of  Augufl,  fhould  be  releafed. 

t  Sir  Charles  Lucas  and  the  reft  of  the  commanding  officers  had, 
with  much  importunity,  prevailed  on  the  common  foldiers  not  to  ac- 
cept of  terms  of  indemnity,  offered  by  the  padiamcnt  in  the  beginning 
of  the  infurreftion. 
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whom  Fairfax  had  promifed  pardon,  not  only  refufed  Ann.  1648. 
the  aiSting  fuch  a  piece  of  gallantry,  but  threatened 
to  open  the  gates  to  the  enemy  if  their  commanders 
did  not  furrender.  The  terms  infifled  on  by  Fairfax 
were  in  this  ncceflity  fubmitted  to ;  and  the  humane 
general,  though  he  had  been  provoked  by  many 
irritating  circumftances  in  the  condufl  of  the  befieged, 
only  feledled  the  two  chief  commanders,  Sir  Charles 
Lucas  and  Sir  George  Lifle,  both  of  them  implacable 
malignants,  as  a  facrifice  to  military  juftice  *• 

Though  the  vote  to  renew  addrefTes  to  the  King 
had  pafled  the  lower  houfe  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
May,  yet,  by  the  arts  of  the  Independents,  whofe  num- 
bers  and  afliduity  could  puzzle  though  they  could  not 
lead  the  debates,  it  was  the  twenty-eighth  of  July 
before  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  fettled,  and 
the  eighteenth  of  September  before  it  commenced : 
a  delay  which  had  given  the  army  time  fo  entirely  civil  war  and 
to  fubdue  the  King's  partizans,  that  Cromwell  had  j^S  ^"^ 
defeated  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  Fairfax  had  re- 
duced Colchefter,  before  conferences   began  f.     Cir- 

•  The  engaging  the  kingdom  a  fecond  time  in  war,  and  making 
another  deluge  of  blood,  was  regarded  by  the  Independents  as  an  un- 
pardonable crime ;  they  had  always  recommended  the  treating  the  firfl 
■delinquency  with  mildnefs. 

t  It  is  told  us  by  a  journalift  of  thefe  times.  That,  among  the  arts 
\ifed  by  the  Independents  to  protrad  concluding  the  treaty,  the  fpeaker 
complained  to  the  houfe,  that  his  health  necelTitated  his  confinement  for 
feme  time  under  a  courfe  of  phyfic ;  that  on  this  pretence  the  Inde- 
pfindents,  in  a  thin  houfe,  carried  the  vote  for  an  adjournment  for  fix 
days  ;  but  the  Prefbyterians  perceiving  their  enemy's  drift  by  defire  of 
tite  Lords,  revoked  the  vote  of  adjournment.    Mercurius  Pragmgticus» 

D  d  d  2  cumflances 
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Am.  1648.  cumftances  thus  critical,  it  was  imagined,  would  have 
induced  the  King  to  fufpend  the  excrcife  of  argument, 
and  to  have  joined  the  parliament  on  any  terms.  It 
was  with  a  view  to  accelerate  a  bufincfs,  on  the  dif- 
patch  of  which  the  fate  of  the  party  and  the  King's 
life  depended,  that  the  commiflioners  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  permit  his  train  of  counfellors  to  be  prefent, 
or  to  enter  into  reafoning  with  any  but  himfelf. 
This  prudent  caution  was  without  effevSt  ;  every 
minute  article  of  the  offered  conditions  was  canvafred> 
and  the  argument  for  two  whole  months  as  pertina- 
cioufly  fuftained  by  the  King,  as  if  the  matter  on 
which  confequenccs  fo  tremendous  depended  had  been 
a  warfare  of  wit,  and  mere  tryal  of  fkill :  here  the^wx 
divinum  of  epifcopacy  was  fmartly  attacked  by  the  par- 
liamentary theologians,  and,  with  the  fame  arguments 
as  are  conflantly  urged  by  the  divines  on  that  fide  the 
queftion,  obftinately  defended  by  the  King  ;  who,  on 
the  point  of  religion,  would  notgratify  the  parliament 
with  the  alienation  of  church-lands,  or  with  a  farther 
eftablifhment  of  the  prefent  church  government  than 
its  continuation  for  three  years  *.  The  utter  extirpation 

•  The  King  aflcnted,  on  the  article  of  religion,  to  the  taking  away 
archbiihops,  chancellors,  commiffaries,  and  all  other  fubordinate 
ecclefiadical  officers  -,  to  confirm  the  prefent  form  of  government  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  and  to  fufpend  the  exercife  of  epifcopal  go- 
vernment, and  the  power  of  ordination  in  bifliops,  till  the  King  and 
the  two  hoiifes  could  agree  concerning  the  point  of  church-government. 

On  the  authority  of  the  following  anecdote,  it  is  obfervable,  that 
either  the  King^s  religious  fcruples  in  regard  to  the  church  were 
feigned,. or  the  conceffions  now  drawn  from  him  entirely  ao-ainft  the 
didbatcs  of  his  confcience.  During  the  King's  refidence  with  the  army, 
when  he  was  indulged  with  the  attendance  of  his  chaplains,  to  Dr. 
Sheldon  (whom  he  ufed  as  his  confeflbr)  he  fliewed  a  paper,  con* 

•    -  taininQ[ 


of  epifcopacy,  and  the  fetting  up  their  own  idol  in  Ann.  1648*] 
its  flead,  was  the  fuperior  confideration  for  which,  it 
is  plain,  the  Prefbyterians  had  entered  into  the  hazard 
of  war;  This  was  the  chief  caufe  of  their  quarrel 
with  their  old  afTociates,  the  Independents ;  and  the 
not  being  fully  gratified  on  this  article  by  the  King> 
was,  in  their  eyes,  lofmg  the  beft  fruits  of  iheir  fuc- 
cefs  *.  In  vain  did  Charles  afTent  to  the  recalling  his 
proclamations  and  declarations  againft  the  parliament, 
and  to  the  acknowledging  they  had  taken  arms  in 
their  own  defence ;  that  they  fhould  retain,  during 
the  term  of  twenty  years,  the  whole  power  of  the 
militia,  with  a  right  of  refuming  it  afterwards,  when: 
they  fhould  declare  it  necefTary  for  the  public  fafety  ; 
that  all  the  great  officers,  during  twenty  years,  fhould 
be  filled  by  parliament ;  that  all  the  a(5bs  under  their 
great  feal  fhould  be  valid,  and  thofe  under  his  own 
annulled  ;  that  the  entire  government  of  Ireland,  and 
the   conduvfl   of  the   war    there,  fhould   be    in   both. 

taining  fcveral  vows  which  he  had  covenanted  with  God  to  perform  :. 
One  was,  to  do  public  penance  for  the  fentence  he  had  fufFered  ta 
pafs  on  Strafford,  and  the  injuries  he  had  done  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ;  another  was,  that  were  he  ever  eftablifhed  in  his  throne,  he 
would  give  back  to  the  church  all  thofe  impropriations  held  by  the 
crown  i  what  lands  he  (the  King)  did  or  ought  to  enjoy,  which  had 
been  taken  away  either  from  any  epifcopal  fee,  cathedral  or  collegiate 
church,  abbey,  or  other  religious  houfe  ;  and  that  he  would  hereafter 
hold  them  from  the  church,  under  fuch  reafonable  fines  and  rents  as 
fliould  be  fet  by  confcientious  perfons.  Perinchiefs  Life  of  Charier 
the  Firji. 

•  Several  individuals  of  the  Independents  and  Prefbyteri'ans  had 
bought  large  properties  in  the  church-lands,  and  were,  from  motives  of 
iatereft,  equally  dilTatisfied  with  the  King's  refufing  his  affent  to  their 
alienation. 

houfesj 
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houfes  ;  that  the  power  of  the  Wards  fliould  be  given 
up,  in  lieu  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  *  5 
and  that  no  peers  fhould  be  hereafter  created  by  him, 
without  confent  of  Lords  and  Commons  f.  The  par' 
liament's  commiffioners,  with  earneftnefs  and  even 
tears,  aflured  the  King,  that  all  his  conceffions  would 
be  ufelefs,  unlefs  he  gave  up  the  point  of  cpifcopacy : 
he  abfolutcly  refufed  farther  yielding  on  this  article, 
and  the  parliament  voted  his  conceffions  unfatis- 
fadlory  J. 

Forty    days  had  been  afligned  by  the  parliament 
for  the  continuation  of  the  treaty  §  j  in  the  hope  of 

*  Mr.  Blackifton,  an  Independent  member,  made  a  fruitlefs  mo- 
tion  againft  granting  the  King  an  allowance  in  lieu  of  the  Wards 
That  court,  he  faid.  was  firft  intended  for  the  good  of  orphans," 
though  It  had  proved  their  ruin  and  deftrudion ;  that  the  cuftom  of 
wardfhips  was  not  meant  that  kings  fhould  make  a  prey  of  them  and  a 
revenue  to  themfelves,  but  that  they  fhould  take  care  of  the  eftates 
and  education  of  orphans  i  that  fince  what  was  devifcd  for  a  remedy 
had  by  long  experience  appeared  the  banc  of  the  fatherlefs,  it  was 
unreafonable  of  the  King  to  expeft  a  recompence  for  abolifhing  what 
was  never  mtended  to  be,  though  through  corruption  of  time  it  had 
been  made,  a  part  of  his  revenues.     ParL  Hiji.  vol.  XVIII.  p.  124. 

t  The  public  debts  were  to  be  paid  by  new  taxes  on  the  people. 

%  The  Commons  voted  the  King's  conceffions  unfatisfadlory  in  the 
articles  of  religion,  of  delinquents  (he  refufing  that  any  fhould  be 
excepted  from  pardon),  and  of  Ireland  (he  refufing  to  declare  againfl 
the  proceedings  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond).  h  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  Prefbyterians,  had  the  King  entirely  gratified  them  on  the 
fubjedt  of  religion,  would  have  been  fatislied  with  his  conceffions  on 
the  other  articles. 

§  Sundays  and  feafl-days  were  excepted  out  of  the  forty  days  al- 
Jottcd  to  the  treaty.    Pari  HiJi,  vol.  XVIII.  p.  ^s- 
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conquering  the  King's  obftinacy,  it  had  been  at  three  Ann.  164?. 
different  times  prolonged,  and  had  already  lafted  near 
two  months,  when  the  army,  who  were  now  colleded 
together,  after  their  vidlorious  campaign,  took  an 
efFedual  meafure  to  prevent  any  farther  proceedings. 
A  remonflrance,  the  refult  of  a  council  of  war  which  Rcmonft._, 
had  been  called  at  Windlbr  by  the  lord  Fairfax,  was°^  ^^'n^^"' 
prefented,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  army,  to  the^*"g' 
Commons  *,  whilft  in  the  midft  of  an  eager  debate 
on  the  bufinefs  of  peace  ;  and  was  accompanied  with 
a  letter  from  the  general,  who  recommended  it  as  a 
matter  of  the  higheft  importance,  both  to  the  army 
and  the  whole  kingdom.  It  demanded  juftice  on  the 
King  for  the  evils  he  had  brought  on  a  people,  whom, 
by  the  laws  of  religion,  morality,  and  nations,  he 
was  bound  to  protedt.  It  argued,  that  as  in  the  late 
quarrel  both  fides  had  appealed  to  God  for  judgment^ 
that  righteous  judgment  had  given  it  againfl  the  King, 
It  accufed  the  parliament  of  vice  and  weaknefs  in 
their  counfels  ;  and  that  their  unfettled  condudl,  in 
repealing  their  juft  determinations,  had  filled  the 
wicked  with  vain  hopes,  and  diflra<5led  the  giddy 
multitude,  to  the  renewing  fcenes  of  blood,  and  ta 
the  raifing  dangers  to  the  army  and  kingdom,  which 
nothing  but  the  invincible  courage  of  the  former 
could  have  overcome.  It  expofed  the  infidious  condud: 
of  the  enemies  to  the  public  weal,  the  creduloufnefs  of 
the  Commons  in  being  led  into  their  fnares,  the  eager- 
nefs  of  the  Lords  to  forward  mifchievous  counfels^ 
and   their  backwardnefs  in  clofing  with  meafures  caU 


•  It  was  prefented  by  colonel  Ewer,,  attended  by  feveral  officers, 
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Ann.  1648    Ciliated  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.      It  argued, 
that  breach  of  truft  in  a  governor,  or  attempting  by 
force    to  enlarge  a  limited  power,   did  efleaually  dif- 
folve  fubjecHis  from  every  bond  of  covenant  and  peace  ; 
and    that    the    crimes    the  King  had  adted  againft  his 
people  were   the  higheft    treafon   againft  the  higheft 
law  among  men.    It  Ihewed,  that  the  King's  hardnefs 
of  heart,  in  never  acknowledging  his  oflcnces,  ren- 
dered  him  an  unfit  objedl  for  pity,  mercy,   and  par- 
don.   It    afked.   What  fruits  could  be  hoped  for  from 
a  reunion  of  fuch  contrarieties  as  principles  or  aflfec- 
tions  of  liberty  with  principles  of  tyranny,  principles 
of  public  intereft  with  principles    of  prerogative  and 
particular  intereft,  principles  of  zeal  and  the  power 
of  godlinefs  with  principles  of  formality  and  fuper- 
ftition  i    It  challenged  the  parliament  to  fhew  one  in- 
ftance   when    the    readmitting   a   prince,  whom    his 
people  had  oppofed  and  fubdued,  to  the  regal  office, 
ftatc,   and    revenue,  with  the  leaft  Ihadow  of  power, 
ever  proved  fafe,  either  to  the  public  intereft  in  con- 
tett,  or  to  the  perfons  engaged  in  conteft.     It  fhewed, 
that  whilft  the  King  and  his  party  openly  complained 
of  his  want  of  freedom  in  the  tranfac^ion  of  a  treaty, 
they   laid    grounds    for   refcinding,  with  a  plaufible 
color  of  reafon,  every  conceffion  the  parliament  in 
that  condition  had  extorted  from  him  ;   that  though, 
fmce    the  King  had  been  worfted  by  the  parliament,- 
he    had   been  neceffitated    to  have  recourfe  to  peace, 
yet,  with  the  credulous    people,  he   would  come  in 
with  the  reputation  of  having  long  gracioufly  fought 
it ;  that  he  would  come  in  with  the  reputation  of  hav- 
ing granted,  for  peace-fake,  all   that  the  parliament 

(who, 
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(who,  it  would  be  faid,  were  unwilling  to  have  peace)  Ann*  ^M- 
had  rigidly  ftood  on  *, 


*  He,  it  would  be  faid,  farther  proceeds  the  remonftrance,  was 
the  only  true  father  to  his  people,  whilft  the  parliament  had  proved 
their  cruel  fofter-fathers  ;  he  the  reftorer  of  their  beloved  peace,  eafe, 
and  freedom,  which  the  parliament  had  cheated  them  of  fo  long ;  he 
the  reftorer  of  their  trade  and  plenty,  which  the  parliament  had  thus 
long  obllrudled  ;  he,  as  a  conqueror  in  fuffcring  and  patience,  a 
denier  of  himfelf  for  the  good  of  his  people,  who  would  not  only  be 
lulled  and  cheated  into  a  fccurity  of  any  apprehenfion  of  evil  from 
him,  but  pofieffed  with  expedlations  of  good,  and  their  jealoufies 
only  awakened  againft  the  parliament  and  their  adherents.  The  par- 
liament, if  they  a6l:ed  as  honeft  men,  muft  heighten  this  prejudice  into 
perfedt  hatred,  by  continuing  taxes  and  impofitions  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  fufficient  force  to  fecure  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  otherwife  the  King,  fupported  by  a  numerous  party,  who,  from 
intereft  and  necefllty,  were  engaged  in  his  caufe,  might  renew  the 
quarrel  with  greater  advantage  than  ever,  and  the  people,  wearied 
with  the  former  war,  would  let  him  have  every  thing  he  demanded, 
rather  than  renew  the  conteft,  even  to  the  facrificing  of  thofe  who  had 
formerly  oppofed  him. — But,  continues  the  remonftrance,  if,  to  fe- 
cure that  little  advantage  to  public  intereft  which  in  the  prefent  way 
you  have  gained,  you  continue  a  fufficient  ftrcngth,  and  therewith 
taxes  and  impofitions  to  maintain  it,  it  muft  naturally  produce  jea- 
loufies  and  heart-burnings  j  which  to  foment  and  inflame  to  the  Jicight, 
and  thereby  to  fweeten  and  endear  the  King  with  the  people,  will  be 
his  and  the  cavaliers  fureft  play  ;  and  otherwife,  to  fit  that  while,  if 
they  have  but  patience,  as  ftill  as  lambs.  How  colorable  and  plaufi- 
ble will  it  be  for  them  to  fuggeft,  and  how  apt  for  the  people  to  re- 
ceive, that  the  King  is  no  v/ay  to  be  blamed  for  any  fuch  burthens ; 
he,  good  man,  has  yielded  to  every  thing,  and  done  what  he  could  to 
prevent  them-,  he  does  not  give  his  confent  to  them,  the  parliament 
does  it  without  him  ;  he  is  bound  up  and  excluded  from  his  woiued 
negative  voice,  otherwife  he  would  refufe  and  hinder  them  ;  thci'e 
hardlliips  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  help,  he  can  only  pity  his  people, 
who  may  now  fee  what  they  gain  by  parliaments,  and  how  much  it  is 
their  common  prejudice  to  have  their  King  excluded  from  his  negative 
voice,  and  the  parliament  free  to  proceed  in  any  particular  wiihout 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  c  him. 
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Mm.     Thus  eafily  may  the  people  be  deluded  into  a  refentment  of  that 
which  is  the  King's  intereft,  as  if  it  was  their  own  ;  and  if  they  be  once 
heightened  into  a  refolved  with-holding  of  payments  for  the  maintenance 
of  that  neceflary  ftrength  you  keep  for  the  common  fafcty  and  peace, 
you  muft  either  give  the  King  his  end,  in  diflblving  your  forces,  or 
ufc  fuch  ways  of  power  and  rigor  towards  the  people,  as  will  enrage 
them  higher  againft  you,  and  endear  and  engage  them  more  to  the 
King  and  his  intereft,  colorably  in  point  of  their  liberties  then,  as 
well  as   their  eafc  before  j  until  at  lall  the  people,  joining  with  and 
being  headed  by  the  King  and  his  party,  will  force  you  either  to  give 
up  all,  or  to  make  a  war  againft  the  poor  deceived  people  for  that 
which  is  really  their  own  caufe  :  and  the  King  by  the  people,  as  it 
were  for  their  proper  liberties  and  fafety,  may  make  war  againft  you 
to  the  ereding  his  own,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  common  intereft! 
What  you  contend  for  are  the  general,  fundamental,  and  perpetual 
liberties  of  the  public  ;  for  the  prefervation  of  which  you  will   be 
forced  to  prcfs  upon  the  people  in  particular  matters,  againft  their 
prefent  cafe  and  freedoms ;  and  the  people  being  ordinarily  more  afr 
fefted  with  the  latter,  as  more  immediate  and  fenfible,  and  Icfs  with 
the  former,  which  are  more  remote  and  to  them  lefs  intelligible,  the 
King,  cloftng  with  them  under  pretence  of  the  latter,  which  they  can 
feel,  may   eafily  engage  them  to  the  prejudice  of  the  former,  which 
they  can  hardly  difcern,  and  be  wrought  to  gain  back  for  him  what- 
ever he  has  granted,  without  his   appearing  to  make  any  breach  for 
his  own  intereft.     Upon  this  fingle  ground  many  nations,  by  like  ac- 
commodations with  their  beaten   tyrants,  have,  from  the  faireft  at- 
tempts and  hopes  of  Liberty,  fallen  to  an  utter  lofs  of  it,  and  been 
made  the  inftruments  of  their  own  abfolute  bondage.— We  mio-ht  alfo 
farther  reflea:  upon  the  advantages  of  the  King's  numerous  pany,  en- 
gaged by  humor,  intereft,  and  neccfljty,  to  Jerve  him;  a  party' em- 
bittered and  enraged,  but  not  difabkd  or  difcouraged  from  farther 
attempts  againft  you.     We  might  mention  their  great  families  and 
relations^  their  influences  within  the  kingdom  ;  and  we  might  enlarae 
upon  the  confideration  of  the  two  other  kingdoms  he  hruli  to  wodc 
by,  from  which  we  have  found  fuch  powerful  parties  ready  to  fupporc 
his  mtereft ;  whilft  he,  by  a  fuppofed  impunity,  hath  encouragement 
to  make  all  poffible  trial  of  them  :  but  this  being  once  confut'^ed,  by 

an 
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an  example  of  juftice  upon  him  for  fuch  attempts,  they  would  not 
then  be,  in  divine  confiderations,  at  all  to  be  feared,  or,  in  prudential 
confiderations,  not  fo  much,  in  relation  to  his  pofterity*s  heading  of 
them. — Befides  thefe,  we  cannot  but  conHder  much  more  the  vaft 
poflibilities,  after  his  reftitution,  to  make  parties,  factions,  and  divi- 
Jions  amongft  yourfelves  and  your  now-adherents  ;  and  to  fet  one 
againft  another,  to  make  one  betray  another,  fo  by  one  to  ruin  an- 
other i  and,  by  making  ufe  of  all  interefts,  to  fet  up  his  own  above 
all.  Have  you  not  found  him  at  this  play  all  along  ?  and  do  not  all 
men  acknowledge  him  moft  exquifite  at  it  ?  If  he  has  had  the  fa- 
culty to  avail  much  in  this  kind  when  at  a  diftance  from  you,  will  he 
not  much  more  when  fo  near  you,  amongft  you,  in  your  bofoms  and 
councils  ?  For  divifions,  we  fpeak  it  with  depth  of  fadnefs,  he  needs 
not  come  to  make  any  amongft  you,  but  to  ufe  them  -,  they  abound 
woefully  already  ;  and  for  his  opportunities  of  advantage  by  them, 
they  are  great  beyond  conception.  Firft,  from  the  jealoufies  which 
each  party  is  apt  to  have  of  the  others  ftrengthening  themfelves,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  other,  by  conjundion  with  him  and  his ;  and 
which  he  and  his  creatures  have  a  faculty  to  feed  in  each  of  them,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  each  party  will  be  apt  to  ftrive  which  ftiall 
moft  and  firft  comply  with  him :  Have  not  you  and  we  feen  fad  ex-^ 
periences  of  this  already  ?  Give  us  leave  to  be  more  afl^edionately 
fenfible  of  this,  as  having  had  fome  experience  of  temptations  towards 
it  amongft  ourfelves :  We  fay  temptations  towards  it  from  the  King 
and  his  party,  as  ftrong  and  fubtile  as  are  imaginable,  though  we  blefs 
God,  by  whom  we  were  preferved  in  our  integrity,  and  not  given  up 
to,  but  delivered  from,  fuch  wretched  apoftacy.  And  we  can  truly 
fay,  that  although  (through  the  example  of  others,  partly  neceffitating 
us  for  the  prefent  prevention  of  that  mifchief  to  the  public  they  were 
running  into  in  that  kind,  as  we  apprehended)  we  were  drawn  into 
fome  negative  compliances,  tending  to  moderation,  which  we  thought 
to  be,  and  in  its  place  is,  a  real  good  ;  yet  firft,  we  never  fought,  but 
were  fought  unto  ;  and  notwithftanding  all  overtures  and  temptations, 
we  did  abhor  the  thought  of,  and  ftill  profefifedly  refufed  any  thing  of 
conjundlion  with  him  or  his,  in  relation  to  the  aflfairs  of  that  time,  or 
aught  of  private  contraft  or  truft  with  them. 
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Aott^iM.     celTcs   of   the  army,   had  preceded  this    remonarance 
with   numerous  petitions  of    the  like  nature  and  ten- 
After  the  remonflrance  had  thus  plainly  and  clearly  fliewn  the  dan- 
gers  attending  the  admitting  an  enraged,  defigning,  and  experienced 
prince  to  any  degree  or  appearance  of  power,  it  demanded,  that  the 
King  fhoiild   be  brought  to  juftice,  as  the  capital  caufe  of  all  the  evil 
the  kingdom  had  fuffcred,  and  of  all  the  blood  which  haj  been  Hied  • 
that  a  timely  and  peremptory  day  fliould  be  lit  for  the  prince  of  Wales 
and  the  duke  of  York  to  furrender  themfelves,  under  penalty  of  bcincr 
declared  incapable  of  government,  or  of  having  any  right  in  Enahnd'' 
and  being  exiled  as  traitors ;  that  the  revenue  of  the  crown  fhould^be  fe' 
quellered  ;  that  public  juftice  fhould  be  done  upon  the  chief  caufers  or 
a(ftors  in  the  war ;  that  the  reft,  upon  fubmiffion,  (hould  have  mercy 
for  tlieir  Jives ;  that  the  foldiers  ftiould  have  their  arrears  ;  that  thofe 
^J-ho  had  ventured  their  lives,  and  laid  out  their  eftates  for  the  public, 
ftiould  be  paid  out  of  the  fines  of  delinquents,  and  the  eftates  of  thofe 
lecluded  from  pardon  ;  that  a  certain  period  ftiould  be  put  to  the  par- 
liament^ when  they  had   finifhed   the  bufinefs  of  public  juftice;  that 
there  (hould  be  a  certain  fucce/Tion  of  future  parliaments,  annual  or 
biennial,  with  fecure  provifion  for  the  certainty  of  meeting,  for  equal 
diftnbution  of  eleftiohs,  and  that  none  who  had  engaged  in  the  late 
wars    or  fhould  engage  againft  the  right  of  parliament  and  kingdom, 
or  adhere  to  its  enemies,  or  fhould  oppcfe  tliis  fettlement,  ftiould  be 
capable  of  eledlion,  on  being  elected  for  fome  years  ;  that  it  ftiould  be 
declared,  that  the  reprefentatives  have  the   fuprcme  power  of  govern- 
ment, provided  they  may  not  queftion  any  man,  after  the  end  of  this 
parliament,  for  any  thing  faid  or  done  in  reference  to  the  late  war  •  that 
they  may  not  render  up,  give,  or  take  away  any  right,  liberty,  or  fafety 
contained  in  this  fettlement  or  agreement  j  that  there  (hould  be  a  liberty 
u  ^"'^""g^^'^^"^5  '"  the  faid  reprefentarive,  in  cafe  of  corruption  in 
thefe  higheft  trufts,  that  the  people,  difcerning  who  arc  free  and  who 
guilty,  may  not  truft  fuch  for  the  future  ;  and  that  no  King  be  here- 
after admitted  but  upon  eledion,  and  as  upon  truft  from  tlie  people 
by  fuch  their  reprefentative,  nor  without  firft  difclaiming  and  difavow' 
ing  all   pretence  to  a  negative  voice  againft  the  determination  of  the 
•       faid  reprclentative,  or  Commons  in  parliament.     Thefe  general  heads 
propounded  to  be  done  by  this  parliament,  the  remonftrance  faid,  were 
to  be  farther  eftabliftied   by  a  general  contract  or  agreement  with  the 
.„  people, 
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dcncy  * ;  and  the  difTerent  bodies  of  the  army  had  Ann.  1648. 
addrefled  their  general  olTicers  on  the  fame  fubjedl.  As 
the  parliament  (who  were  yet  in  hopes  of  conquering 
the  King's  obflinacy,  and,  by  an  agreement  with  him, 
of  uniting  all  parties  in  defence  of  the  prefent 
government,  againft  the  Independents)  had  forborne 
to  give  anfsver  to  thefe  petitions,  or  to  the  remon- 
ftrance of  the  army,  Hammond,  who  had  refufeS 
obedience  in  the  article  of  delivering  up  the  King, 
was  commanded  to  attend  the  general  at  the  head- 
quarters t  y    Colonel   Ewer  was  fent  down,  with  or-  J}*^  f >"? 

leized  again 

ders  to  keep  the  King  in  flrid:  cuftody ;    and,  in  a  few  by  the  umj, 
days   afterwards,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  garrifon  of 
Hurfl  caflle,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ifland  J. 

• 

people,  with  a  provifo  that  none  ftiould  be  capable  of  benefit  by  them 
who  did  not  confent  and  fubfcribe  to  the  agreement ;  and  that  no  King 
ftiould  be  admitted  to  the  crown,  or  other  individual  to  any  office  of 
public  truft,  without  exprefs  accord  and  fubfcription  to  the  fame. 

*  In  thefe  petitions  it  was  demanded,  that  kings,  queens,  princes,, 
dukes,  earls,  lords,  and  all  perfons  alike,  ftiould  be  liable  to  the  law  of 
the  land.  The  defigning  to  fubject  them  to  equal  judgment,  was  a  great 
offence  to  the  ariftocratic  party  :  It  was  on  fuch  grounds  only  that  the' 
Independents  were  termed  Levellers ;  fince,  in  the  fame  petitions  ia- 
which  they  make  thefe  juft  demands,  they  infift  on  the  fecurity  of 
property. 

In  thefe  petitions,  the  Commons  had  been  defired  to  declare  them- 
felves the  fupreme  authority  of  the  nation.  Rufizvorihy  vol.  VII. 
p.  1257.      Pari.  Ilijl,  vol.  XVII.  p.  451,  ^  f^i' 

•\  Colonel  Hammond,  pcrfifting  in  the  refolution  to  obferve  ftridlly 
the  orders  of  the  parliament  in  the  difpofal  of  the  King,  was  kept 
under  confinement  at  the  head-quartets,  till  the  army  had  fecured  his 
perfon. 

J  It  has  been  afterted,  by  fome  of  Charles's  admirers  and  pane- 
gyrifts,  That  when  the  army's  defigns  againft  his  life  grew  obvious. 
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Ann  1648.  The  Prefbytcrians  were  intoxicated  with  ra^c  on 
thepariia.      tlic    intelligence  of    thefe   violent   tranfactions ;   and. 

ment  in  favor      n'         '  r  %     n      •        ^  ^ 

of  the  King,  alluming  courage  from  defpair,  fet  afide  in  parliament 
fhepmcccd.  ^^^  remonilrancc  of  the  army,  without  deigning  to 
Zmy!'^    anfwer  iti  voted  the  feizing  the  King's  perlbn  to  be 

he  was  exhorted  by  his  friends  to  make  his  efcape,  but  refufed  on  a 
nice  point  of  honor,  having  given  his  word  to  the  parliament  not  to 
attempt  an  evafion  during  the  treaty,    nor  three  weeks  afterwards. 
This,  had  it  been  true,  would  have  been  very  inconfiftent  with  the 
conftam  tenor  of  the  King's   paft  condu(5l,  and  a  very  refined  deli- 
cacy ;  fince,  as  the  parliament  could  no  longer  afford  him  protection 
from  violence  (a  circumftance  underftood  in  the  engagement),  it  could 
no  longer  be  binding;  and  the  King  was  fo  far  from  regarding  him- 
felf  tied  up  by  his  parole  in  tliis  particular,  that,  before  matters  had 
come  to  this  extremity,  he  wrote  fix  prefling  letters  to  Sir  William 
Hopkins  on  the  bufinefs  of  forwarding  his  efcape  -,  and  in  thefe  let- 
ters fays.  That  the  great  conceffions  he  had  made  on  the  articles  of 
the  church,  militia,  and  Ireland,  were  to  facilitate  the  means  of  an 
efcape.     Indeed  the  King,  at  this  time,  was  fo  far  from  entertaining 
the  nice  notions  of  honor  afcribed   to  him,  that,  accordino-  to  his 
wonted  duplicity,  he  (hewed  the  parliament's  commiffioners  for  the 
treaty  a  difpatch   he  had  made  to  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  requiring 
him  to  defift  from  any  farther  proceedings  with  the  Irilh  Papifts, 
but  took  care  to  fend  him  preceding  private  inftrudions  to  obey  alj 
the  queen's  commands,  and  not  to  obey  any  of  his  (the  King's)  pub- 
lic commands,  until  he  fent  him  word  that  he  was  free  from  reftraint ; 
not  to  be  ftartled  at  his  great  conceflions  concerning  Ireland,  for  that 
they  would  come  to  nothing  -,  and  that  though  he  (Ormond)  (hould  hear 
that  his  treaty  with  the  parliament  was  near  a  conclufion,  yet  not  to  be 
licve  it,  but  to  purfue  former  inftru(5tions  with  all  vigor  :  and  tho'  thefe 
private  letters  are  dated  the  tenth  and  twenty-eighth  of  Odober,  1648, 
he  declared  to  the  parliament's  commiflioners,  on  the  firft  of  November, 
That,  fince  the  votes  had   paflcd  the  two  houfes   in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  he  had  not  tranfaded  any  affairs  concerning  Ireland   but  with 
them,  the  parliament's  commiffioners.     appendix  to  the  third  edition  of 
IVagftaffe*s  Vindication  of  Charles  the  Firji^  the  Martyr,  proving  that  his 
majefiy  was  the  author  of  Eikon  Bajiike,  printed  at  London  in  1 7 1 1 ,  in  quarto^ 
Appen^x  to  Cartels  fecond  volume  of  his  Life  of  James^  duke  of  Ormond. 

without 
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without  the  confent  of  parliament ;  fent  a  me/Tage  to  Ann.  ,6,s. 
the  general,  to  know  by  what   authority  that  enter- 
prize  was  executed  ;   and    ifTued  orders  that  the  army 
Ihould  not  approach  the  capital.    The  army,  in  return 
pubhlhed    a  declaration,  in  which   they   charged  the 
parliament  with  a  treacherous  and  corrupt  negledl  of 
and  apoftacy  from,  the  public  trufl,  repofed  in  them  ' 
and  the  general,  after  writing  to  the  city,  that,  for  the 
prevention  of  all  violence,  they  fhould  advance  him 
torty    thoufand   pounds,  marched   feveral  regiments 
to  London,  and    quartered   them    in   Whitehall,    the 
Meufe,  St,   James's,    Durham-Houfe,    Covent-Garden 
and  Palace.Yard.    The  parliament,  though  furrounded^ 
by  the  army,  and  deftitute  of  all  means    of  defence 
attempted  to  clofe  with  the  King  ;  and,  in  contradic" 
tion  to  their  former  votes  that  his  conceflions  were  not 
fatisfac^ory,  voted  that  they  were  a  foundation  for  the^ 
houfes    to  proceed  on  in  the  fettlement  of  the  king- 
dom^*.     Additional  regiments  were  now  arrived,  and 
filled    the   fuburbs  of  London.     The  general  by  his 
own  authority,   fet  forth  a  proclamation,  requiring  aU 
dehnquents    who   remained    in   the    town,    on    pre- 
tence   of  finifhing  the  bufinefs  of  their  compofitions 
to  depart  to  the  diftance  of  ten  miles  for  a  month,  oa; 

ul  '^'''  ^"u''T  ""V^^  ^"^J'^  ^'^  ^^^"  carried  on,  and  ended  with 
fuch  warmth,  that  the  Independents  taxed  the  Prefbytcrians  with  de      - 
ierting  the  common  caufe  and  intereft  of  the  nation,  and  publicly 

the  fame  \  T^'  "\^'"^"  J""  '"  ^°""^^^  ^^^  ^^--  Ludlow' 
fSu^on  nr^^'p'T  "^^""^  ^'  ^^''  '^''  ^^^^""^'  ^^"^  "^'  That  the 
between  rf  f /''^^y^^"^"  ^^'^^^^^  ^^^  determined  on  in  a  meeting 
between  the  leading  members  of  the  lower  houfe,  who  were  of  the  In- 
dcpe^ndent  party,    and   the   leading  oflkers  of  the  army.      Ludlow,] 
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ADO.  164S.  pain  of  being  proceeded  againft  as  prifoncrs  of  war  1 
and  as  the  citizens  had  not  paid  in  the  money  de- 
manded of  them,  he  fent  three  regiments  into  the 
city,  took  out  of  Weavers-Hall  the  fura  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  and  afligned  the  reimburfement 
upon  the  arrears  due  to  the  army. 

Theiou-cr         The    next   day  after    the  vote    palTed  to    proceed 

lioufe  purge*?.  _  m  n       1  *      ^'-v.x.l.t 

on  the  concelTions  of  the  King  in  the  fettlement  of 
the  kingdom,  tl\e  Commons,  found  their  houfe 
"blockaded  by  two  regiments  of  horfe,  commanded 
by  colonel  Pride.  Colonel  Pride,  directed  by  the 
lord  Grey  of  Groby,  feized  in  the  pafTage  forty  of 
the  moil  obnoxious  members  of  the  Prefbyterian 
party,  and  fent  them  under  confinement  to  the  court 
of  Wards.  The  Commons  flill  proved  refradlory, 
and  inftead  of  proceeding  on  the  bufmefs  recom- 
mended to  them  by  the  army,  demanded  the  reftora- 
tion  of  their  members.  By  way  of  anfwer  to  this  de- 
mand, colonel  Whaley  and  colonel  Axtel,  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfc,  prefented,  in  the  name  of  the  general 
and  his  council  of  officers,  a  paper,  in  which  was  pro- 
pofed,  that  the  impeached  members  and  major-gene- 
ral Browne  (who,  it  was  believed,  had  had  a  hand  in 
calling  in  the  Scots  *)  fliould  be  fecured  and  brought 

*  The  following  is  the  account  given  by  Ludlow  of  Browne  : 
"  Colonel  Browne,  the  woodmonger,  being  nominated  by  the  par- 
liament to  be  one  of  their  commiffioners  fent  down  to  the  Scotch  army 
when  the  King  was  at  Newcaftle,  he  turned  about  to  me,  who  fat 
behind  him  in  the  houfe,  and  aflured  me  that  he  would  be  ever  true 
to  us ;  and  truly  I  then  believed  him,  having  met  him  at  Smithfield, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  buying  horfes  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  par- 
liament, where  he  fpoke  very  afFeaionately  of  their  undertaking,  and 

ferved 
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to  jutlice ;   and  that  the  ninety-one  members  who  re-  Ann.  1648. 
fufed  to  vote  againft  the  Scottifli  engagement,  and  all 
who  voted  for  the  recalling  the  four   votes  of  Non- 
addreflcs,  who  voted  for  a  treaty,  and  who  concurred 
in  the  votes  that  the  King's  conceffions  were  a  ground 
for  a  fettlement,  fhould  be  immediately  fufpended  the 
houfe.     Several  of  the  members   againft  whom  thefc 
propofals  were  pointed,  moved,  That  the  officers  who 
prefented    them  fhould   be  declared  traitors,  and  the 
army   itfelf  impeached  of  high-treafon.     Thefe  mo- 
tions of  a  few  defperate  madmen    paffi^d  unregarded 
by  the  houfe  j  and  a  committee  was  again  fent  to  the 
general,    to    expoftulate  with  him  concerning  the  fe- 
cluded  members  :  But  the  general  refufed  to  give  any 
anfwer   till  he  had   received  the   refolutions   of  the 
houfe  on  the    propofals  he  had  fent  them. — As  the 
Commons  ftill  withheld  the  demanded  fatisfatSlion,  the 
fame   rough   expedient  was  repeated ;  and,  the   very 
day   after  the  firft  force  was  committed,    the  ninety- 
one  members   in  queftion  were,  with  equal  violence, 
fecladed  the  houfe. 

Cromwell,  who,  on  his  return  from  Scotland,  had 
lain  fiege  to  Pontefradl-Caftle  in  Yorkfliire,  to  chaftife  in 
perfon  the  garrifon,  both  for  the  perfidy  they  had  adled 

ferved  them  very  fuccefsfully,  efpecially  at  Abingdon.  But  this 
wretched  man  foon  difcovered  the  corruption  of  his  nature,  and  the 
malignity  which  lay  concealed  in  his  heart ;  for  no  fooner  had  the 
King  caft  fome  flight  favors  on  him,  fuch  as  the  giving  him  a  pair  of 
Clk  ftockings  with  his  own  hand,  but  his  low  and  abjcdc  original  and 
education  became  fo  prevalent  as  to  transform  him  into  an  agent  and 
fpy  for  the  King,  proving,  as  will  be  hereafter  related,  one  of  the 
mofl:  bloody  butchers  of  the  parliament's  friends.'* 

Vol.  IV.  F  f  f  in 
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Ann- 1648.    in  getting  pofTcffion  of  the  place,  and  for  a  bafe  mur- 
der  they  had  committed  on  the  valiant  Rainfborough  *, 

♦  A  party  of  forty  horfe  fallied  out  of  Pontefradl-Caftle,  and  paffino^ 
with  the  guards  for  friends,  three  of  them  entered  the  town  of  Don"^ 
caller,  where,  under  pretence  of  bringing  letters  from  lieutenant-ge- 
neral  Cromwell,  they  were  direded  to  colonel  Rainlborough's  lodg- 
mgs.  On  the  fame  pretence,  they,  unmolefted,  went  up  to  the 
apartment  where  he  flept ;  and  the  colonel,  who  expefted  that  very 
mornmg  the  difpatches  they  pretended  to  have  broucrht,  opened  his 
door  to  them,  when  the  aflaflins  aflaulted  and  killed  him,  and  after- 
wards efcaped  without  any  alarm  given. 

Clarendon,  who,  to   his  eternal  infamy,    applauds  every  circum- 
ftance  of  the  foul  unmanly  deed,  in  a  tedious  narration,  to  which   is 
annexed  many  improbable  romantic  circumftances,  tells  the  ftory  as 
if  the  aflaffins  had  only  defigned  to  take  colonel  Rainfborough  pri- 
foner,  and  that  his  death  was  occafioned  by  the  defence  he  made. 
But  on  many  accounts  it  is  apparent,  that  the  truth  is  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  parts  of  his  Hiftory,  quite  againft  him.     Colonel  Rainf- 
borough had,  by  his  republican  fpirit  and  zeal  for  bringing  the  King 
to  juftice,  provoked  to  the  utmolt  the  rancor  of  the  cavaliers.     He 
had  been  fo  eminent  a  ringleader  in  forwarding  the  late  attempts  of 
that  party  in  the  army  who  were  termed  Levellers,  that  he  had  only 
efcaped  the  fevere  cenfure  of  both  houfes  by  making  his  peace  with 
the  general  officers  of  the  army  ;  and  it  was  not  without  great  diffi- 
culty  that  the  Lords  could  be  brought  to  afient  that  Rainfborough 
who,  they  faid,  deferved  death  for  his  feditious  rebellious   condufl* 
fhould  be  appointed  to  command  in  the  marine  fervice.     Immediately 
after  the  council  of  war,  on  the  King's  retreat  to  the  Ide  of  Wi^^ht 
had  refolved  to  bring  him  to  trial,  and  before  this  refolution  was 
publicly  avowed,  Rainfborough  laid  afide  the  coronet-device  which 
he  had  carried  when  he  firft  ferved  in  the  war,  and  took  up  the  fol- 
lowing;  viz.  The  head  of  the  King  in  profile,  decollated,  and  ftream- 
ing  as  juft  flricken  off  by  an  arm  holding  an  ax  :  above  the  head  are 
I      placed,  by  way  of  motto,  the  well-known  words  of  that  celebrated 
^     republican  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero  (who  vouched  the  truth  of  them 
with  his  blood),  «  Sa/us  populi  fuprema  lex  eftor     By  the  favor  of  a 
friend,  in  the  permiffion   of  examining   an   original  manufcript,  in 
folio,  of  coronet-devices  borne  during  the  civil  war  on  the  King's  and 
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on  intelligence  of  what  was  doing  and  defigned  by  Ann.  ,648. 
the  army,  left  this  tafk  to  Lambert,  the  major-gene- 
ral ;  and  haftening  to  that  bufy  fcene  of  adion,  the 
capital,  took  his  feat  in  the  houfe,  on  the  day  im- 
mediately fucceeding  the  fecond  force  ;  an  incident 
which  in  derifion  was  commonly  called  Pride's  purge. 
Cromwell  received  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Com- 
mons *,  who  reverfed  their    former  vote,  and  ao-ain 

parliament's  fide,  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this  anecdote  ;  an  anec- 
dote which  of  itfelf  fufficiently  accounts  for  the  malice  borne  Rainf- 
borough by  the  cavaliers  ;  who  had  before,  in  the  high-road  between 
London  and  St.  Alban's,  attempted  his  life. 

Colonel   Morrice,    the   governor  of  Pontefraa-Caftle,    and   thofc 
who  had  an  immediate  hand  in  the  murder  of  colonel  Rainfborough,     ' 
being  excepted  perfons,  made  their  efcape  before  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  ;  but  Morrice,  a  profligate  individual,  who  had  formerly 
borne  arms  for  the  parliament,  who  was  turned  out  of  their  army  on 
account  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  manners,  and  who  had  gotten  pof-  ' 
fefTion  of  the  caftle  for  the  King   by  an  infamous  ad  of  treachery 
againft  a  trufting  friend,  with  one  cornet  Blackbourne,  who  had  had 
a  hand  in  the  fore-mentioned  murder,  were,  in  the  year  1649,  taken 
at  Lancafter,  and  afterwards  arraigned  for  treafon  before  baron  Thorpe 
and  judge  Pulelton-,  by  whom,  for  the  crime  of  levying  war  aeainfl 
the  kingdom,  and  other  foul  matters  proved  againft  them,  they^vere 
condemned  to  die.     Though  the  crimes  for  which  Morrice  was  tried 
were  fully  fufficient  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of  God  and  his  coun- 
try, yet  Clarendon,    that  narrator  of  judgments,   gravely   remarks 
That  poor  Morrice  was  taken  in  Lancafhire,  and  happened  to  be  put 
to  death  in  the  fame  place  where  he  had  committed  a  fault  againft  the 
King,  and  firft  performed  a  great  fervice  for  the  parliament.     Clar, 
Hiji,  vol.  III.  p.  149. 

♦  The  Commons  had  returned  their  thanks  to  lord  Fairfax,  and 
had  pafTed  an  ordinance  for  fettling  on  him  and  his  heirs  lands  to  the 
value  of  four  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  A  letter  of  thanks  had  been 
fent  to  Cromwell,  whilft  in  Scotland,  for  his  good  fervices  in  that 
kingdom.     Pari.  Hijl. 
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Atm.i6^.  declared  the  King's  conceflions  unfatisfadlory,  deter- 
mined that  no  member  who  had  been  abfent  when 
this  vote  pafTed  fhould  be  received  till  he  fubfcribed 
it,  and  repealed  every  vote  which  had  been  made  in 
favor  of  the  King  and  his  party,  declaring  it  high- 
trcafon  for  any  perfon  to  make  application  on  his  be- 
half to  either  houfe  :  They  alfo  repealed  the  vote  for 
rclloring  the  impeached  members.  Sir  William  Wal- 
ler, Sir  John  Clotv/ortby,  MafTey,  Brown,  Copley,  and 
odiers  of  the  Preibyterian  fadion,  were,  by  orders  of 
the  general  and  his  council  of  war,  committed  to  pri- 
fon ;  yet  the  Prefbytcrians  retained  fpirit  enough  to 
publifli,  in  the  name  of  the  fecluded  members,  a 
narrative  of  the  violence  put  upon  them,  with  a  pro- 
teftation  that  all  adls  from  that  time  tranfaded  by  the 
Commons  were  legally  void  *.  The  Commons  declared 
this  publication  to  be  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  feditious^ 

•  Amongft  the  fecluded  members  was  the  famous  Prynnc,  who  had 
fignalized  himfelf  for  his  fufferings  and  acrimonious  oppofition  to  the 
power  of  prelates.  He  now  publifhed  a  virulently-penned  protcfta- 
tion,  in  his  own  name,  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  army.  Prynne 
had  made  a  fpeech  in  the  houfe,  to  perfuade  them  the  King's  con- 
ceffions  were  fufficient  grounds  for  a  treaty :  it  contains  a  complete 
narrative  of  all  the  tranfadlions  between  the  King,  the  houfcs,  and  the 
army,  from  the  beginning  of  the  parliament ;  it  takes  up  above  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  odavo  pages,  and  kept  the  houfe  fo  long  together, 
that  the  debates  on  the  queftion.  Whether  the  King's  conceflions 
were  a  ground,  &c.  lafted  from  Monday  morning  till  nine  o'clock  on 
Tuefday  morning. 

Prynne  afterwards,  on  being  queftioned  concerning  a  pamphlet  he 
had  written  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe,  denied  its  authority, 
and  was  taken  into  cuftody  ;  but  not  being  thought  of  fufficient  confe- 
quence  to  violate,  on  his  particular,  the  freedom  of  the  fubjed,  was 
granted  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.. 

tending 
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tending  to  the   deftruaion  of  the  vifible  and  funda-  A"«-  »M. 
mental    government   of    the  kingdom,  and   refolved 
that  all  perfons  who  had  had  any  hand  in  framing  or 
publifhing  it   lliould  be  incapable  to  bear  office,  or  to 
fit  as  members  of  either  houfe The  Lords,  who,  be- 
fore   this  turn  of  affairs,  had  been  very  forward  in 
preffing  for  a  perfonal  treaty  with  the  King,  and  for 
a  conjundlion   with  the  Scots,  and  had  been  a  great 
means  to  accelerate  the  laft  treaty  in  theifle  of  Wight  * 
were  now  as  forward  to  approve  and  confirm  the  op- 
pofite  meafures  of  the  army  f.     They  affented  to  all 
which  had  been   tranfadled  in  the  lower-houfe ;  and 
both  houfes  paffed  an  ordinance,  that  no  perfon  who- 
had  been  delinquents,  or  had  affifted  the  King  againft  the 
parliament  in  the  firft  or  fecond  civil  war,  or  had  been 
aiding  in  bringing  in  the  Scotch  army,  or  had  fubfcribed 
to  the  treafonable  engagement  in  1647,  or  had  abet^ 
ted  the  late  tumults  within  the  cities  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,    or    the    adjacent    counties,    fhould    be 
eleded,  or  give  their  voice  for  the  elecfling  the  lord 
mayor  or  other  officers  J.     To  the  committee  charged 

♦  It  was  with  great  difficulty  the  Lords  could  be  brought  to  infift 
on  the  alienation  of  church-lands,  and  other  points  which  the  King 
refufed  to  give  up.  The  Commons  had  voted,  To  infift  on  the  King's 
figning  three  bills  formerly  fent  him,  and  then  to  admit  him  to 
a  perfonal  treaty  i  but,  by  the  perfuafion  of  the  Lords,  they  gave  up. 
this  point. 

t  Ludlow  fays,  That  the  Lords,  who  had  avoided  to  declare  the  Scots 
enemies  whilft  their  army  was  entire,  afrer  their  defeat  prevented  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  and  moved  that  a  day  might  be  appointed  tacrive- 
God  thanks  for  the  fuccefs.     Ludlow,  p.  i  o  1 . 

t  The  city  in  vain  petitioned  the  Commons  for  the  repeal  of  this 
ordinance,  on  the  pretence  that,,  if  it  ihould  be  put  in  force,  fo  great 
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Ann.  t6^s.  with  tlic  cai'e  of  this  ordinance  it  was  recommended, 
to  confider  of  taking  away  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy,  enforced  upon  the  fubje(5l  before 
they  could  be  made  free  of  the  city. 

During  thefe  tranfaclions,  the  council  of  officers 
were  deeply  engaged  in  confidering  a  fcheme  of  go- 
vernment, called  **  The  Agreement  of  the  People."  It 
contained,  with  many  additions,  the  fubftance  of  thofe 
demands  which,  in  the  name  of  the  army,  had  been 
prefented  to  the  houfe  by  colonel  Ewer.  It  was  the 
darling  plan  of  the  foldiery:  for  this  they  had 
threatened  to  divide  from  their  officers  ;  and  for  this, 
when  it  croiTed  his  private  views,  the  agitators,  by 
the  influence  of  Cromwell,  had  fuffered  *. 

Petitions  now  daily  poured  in  from  the  gar- 
fifons  and  other  parts,  for  fpeedy  and  effectual  juf- 
tice  on  all  delinquents.  Even  the  county  of  Somer- 
fet,  which  had  dillinguifhed  itfelf  for  its  attachment 
to  the  King,  prefented  a  petition  defiring  that  juftice 

was  the  number  of  thofe  who  came  within  its  cenfure,  that  there 
would  not  be  left  perfons  fufficient  to  fill  the  neceflary  offices.  Ordi- 
nances that  none  who  had  borne  arms  againft  the  parliament  Ihould 
bear  offices,  or  vote  in  eleflions,  had  paflcd  before.  Pari.  Hifl. 
vol.  XVIII.  p.  480.     Rujhwortb^  vol.  VII.  p.  807,  831,  1376. 

•  This  agreement  of  the  people  had  been  recommended  to  the 
Commons  in  feveral  petitions  from  the  Independents,  and  was  ftig- 
matized  by  that  houfe  as  deftruftive  to  the  being  of  parliaments,  and 
to  the  fundamental  government  of  the  kingdom.  The  Independents 
ftill  perfifting  in  the  prefenting  petitions  on  the  fame  fubjed,  feveral 
of  thofe  who  carried  them  up  were  committed  to  prifon  ;  and  an  ordi- 
nance paffed.  That  no  perfon  who  had  contrived,  abetted,  perfuaded, 

or 
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might  be  done  on  the  chief  delinquents  *.  The  county 
of  Norfolk,  yet    more  explicit,   requefled    that  juftice 
fliould    be    done  on   the  King.      Purfuant  to  the  de- 
mands    of  thefe  petitions,  and  the    repeated  requefts 
of  the  army,  the  Commons  appointed  a  committee  of 
thirty-eight  to  draw  up  a  charge  againft   the  King. 
On  their  report,  a  vote  pafTed,  declaring  it  treafon  in 
a  King    to  levy  war  againft    his   parliament ;   and    a 
fpecial  commiffion  was  appointed  to  try  the  delinquent 
monarch  on  thefe  grounds.     The  declarative  vote  and 
ordinance    for  the  King's  trial,  were  rejedled   by    the 
Lords  without  a  negative  voice ;  but,  on  the  fond  hope 
that  by  an  evalive  conduct  they  fhould  obftru6i:  the  ca- 
reer of  proceedings,    they  forbore  to  fend  down  their 
determinations    to  the   Commons,  and   adjourned  for 
ten  days.     The  Commons,  jealous  of  their  intentions, 
ordered  their  journals  to  be  examined  ;  when,  on  find- 
ing  the  ordinance   utterly  rejected,  they  voted.  That 
all  members   of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  others 
appointed    by  order  of  that    houfe,   or  any  ordinance 
wherein  the  Lords    are  joined,  are  impowered    to  fit 
and  execute   in  the  faid  feveral  committees  of  them- 
felves,  notwithftanding    the  houfe  of  peers  refufe  to 
join  with  them  ;  and  the  names  of  fix  Lords  who  had 

or  entered  into  that  engagement  entided  "  The  Agreement  of  the 
People,"  fliould  be  eleded  into  the  mayoralty  of  the  city  of  London, 
or  any  other  fubordinate  office  in  the  faid  city,  or  fhould  have  any 
voice  in  the  eledion  of  the  officers  for  the  fpace  of  one  whole  year. 

f  The  Prefbyterians,  in  their  propofitions,  had  indulged  the  King 
with  the  exception  of  feven  only  of  his  party  from  mercy";  but  to  this 
ill-defervcd  lenity  the  Independents  in  the  houfe  had  made  great  ob- 
jeftions.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XVIII.  p.  ^s- 

been 
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Ad«.  J648.  been  appointed  of  the  fpecial  commiilion  were  left 
our. — Nor  was  this  all  the  refcntment  the  Commons 
exprefTed  at  the  non-compliance  of  the  Lords  in  this 
capital  point,  nor  of  the  high  and  uncontroulable  ca- 
pacity in  which  they  ac^ed  as  the  elefted  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people.  By  the  following  votes  they 
abolifhed  the  negative  voice  of  King  and  Lords,  and 
eilabliflied  a  principle,  which,  though  obvioufly 
founded  in  truth,  has  ever  been  obflinately  denied  by 
authority :  **  Refolved,  That  the  people,  under  God, 
are  the  origin  of  all  juft  power.  Refolved,  That  the 
Commons  of  England  aflembled  in  parliament,  being 
chofen  by  and  reprefenting  the  people,  have  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  the  nation.  Refolved,  That  what- 
ever is  enacled  and  declared  law  by  the  Commons  of 
England  aflembled  in  parliament  hath  the  force  of  law, 
and  all  the  people  are  included  therein,  although  the 
confent  and  concurrence  of  the  King  and  houfe  of 
Peers  be  not  had  thereunto." 


During  the  preparative  meafures  to  bring  the  King 
10  a  trial,  he,  by  diredion  of  the  army,  was  re- 
moved from  Hurft-Caftle  to  Windfor  *  :  by  the  fame 

•  In  the  King's  remove  to  Windfor,  a  defign  was  laid  for  his 
cfcape,  by  means  of  fhifting  his  horfe  for  a  fleet  one  of  the  earl  of 
Ncwburgh,  at  whofe  houfe  he  dined  ;  but,  by  the  vigilance  o£  ma- 
jor-general Harrifon,  who  commanded  the  party  which  guarded  the 
King,  it  was  prevented.  The  fame  vigilance,  attended  with  the  fame 
fucccfs,  in  Hammond,  and  in  Rolph,  the  officer  immediately  under 
him  in  command,  was  fo  refented  by  Charles's  partizans,  that  one 
Ofborne,  who  had  been  won  over  by  his  careflts,  and  who  was  de- 
teaed  in  contriving  the  means  of  his  efcape,  accufed  Rolph,  and  by 
mfinuation  the  governor  Hammond,  with  a  defign  to  poifon   him. 

Though;- 
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fame  authority  every  fymbol  of  royalty  was  with- Ann.  .^i 
drawn,  and  it  was  commanded  that  he  fhould  be 
ferved  by  his  attendants  without  ceremony.  Even  in 
this  alarming  fituation,  he  was  little  apprehenfive  of 
his  approaching  fate ;  ftill  retained  the  opinion  of 
his  importance ;  never  fuffered  himfelf  to  believe  it 
poflible,  that  his  enemies  would  venture  to  proceed  to 
^  public  trial  and  execution;  and  in  his  converfation 
was  fo  imprudent  as  to  declare,  before  his  guards 
that  he  expeded  deliverance  by  a  foreign  power. 

From  the  fecond  of  January  to  the  nineteentll  of 
the  fame  month  the  terms  of  the  important  trial  had 
been  adjufting.  The  fpecial  commiflion  was  com- 
pofed  of  the  prime  officers  of  the  army,  feveral  mem- 
bers  of  the  lower  houfe,  and  feveral  citizens  of  Lon- 
don  :  It   confifted    of  one    hundred   and    thirty-three 

Though  the  charge  was  regarded  as  a  very  malicious  one  by  all  but  the 

Sr  t  r  T'  T''  r '  ^'°"S'  ^^^  ^^"g  ^'-^^^^  acknowledged. 
That,  as  touchmg  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon  from  poifon  or  any 
other  defign  agamft  his  life,  he  was  fo  confident  of  the  honefty  ani 
faithfulnefs  of  the  governor,  that  he  thought  himfelf  asf^L^^ 
hands  as  if  he  was  in  the  cuftody  of  his  own  fon,  yet  the  Lords  ap^ 
pearing  very  forward  in  the  bufinefs,  Ofborne  v^as  diftharted  fZ 
the  cuflody  to  which  he  had  been  committed  Z  e^lavSZ^^^^ 
tTatS;  iVT'Tf  "  P-^-"- Rolph.  whoTaT?;ntt 
drawn      Th^  ^S^'^^^^om  an  impeachment  was  ordered  to  be 

drawn.     The  matter  was  afterwards  referred  to  the  proper  court    and 

fei'edliV^rrK-'^  V'"^  ""''''  P^^^^'  ^  circu^flfnce  I  ch  o  ' 

tizan,  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  who,  both  on  this  occafion,  and  on  the 

theTL?  T  ^"''I  1"  ''''  '^"^"^  "P  ^  ^--  ^o  arm's  to  at^emp 
the^  King  s  refcue,  refledls  very  bitterly  on  parliament,  judge,  Id 
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Ano.  1648.  perfons  *,  and  was  nominated  the  High-Court  of 
Juftice.  Bradlhaw,  a  lawyer  of  note,  was  by  his 
fellow  commillioners  eledled  prefident ;  Coke  was  ap- 
pointed folicitor  for  the  people  ;  Dorillaus  Steele  and 
Afk,  alfiflants  10  the  court  j  Weftminiler  Hall  was  fit- 
ted up  for  their  fitting  ;  and  the  ceremony  with 
which  the  whole  tranfadion  was  conducted,  corref- 
ponded  in  pomp  and  dignity  to  the  fingular,  the  great 
occafion :  A  fovereign  prince  brought  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  his  own  fubjeds,  and  tried  by  their  dele- 
gates for  his  mifgovernment  and  breach  of  truft. 
Dendy,  the  ferjeant  at  arms  to  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
by  beat  of  drum  and  found  of  trumpet,  had,  in  the 
Palace-Yard,  at  the  Old-Exchange,  and  in  Cheap  fide, 
proclaimed  to  the  people  the  time  when  the  commifli- 
oners  of  the  high-court  of  juflice  commenced  their 
fitting  ;  and  that  all  thofc  who  had  any  thing  to  fay 
againil  the  King  would  be  heard. 


The  King's 
trial,  execa- 
tion,  and 
cbaraAer. 


On  the  twentieth  of  January,  the  commiflioners 
proceeded  in  date  from  the  Painted  Chamber  to  Weft- 
minfier-Hall.  Colonel  Humphry  carried  the  fword 
before  the  prefident,  ferjeant  Dendy  the  mace,  and 
twenty  gentlemen  (commanded  by  colonel  Fox)  at- 
tended as  his  guard  of  partizans.  The  royal  pri- 
foner,  who,  for  the  purpofe  of  his  trial,  had  been 
removed  from  Windfor  to  St.  James's,  was  by  a  llrong 
guard  of  mufqueteers  conveyed   by   water    to  Wcfl- 

•  Though  there  were  one  hundred  nominated  to  the  high  commif- 
fion,  there  was  not  above  fifty  odd  who  had  courage  enough  to  engage 
pcrfonally  in  the  daring  office. 

minfter- 
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minder  Hall.     A   chair    of   crimfon  velvet   was  pre- Ann.  .64g. 
pared  for  him  within   the  bar,  and  thirty  officers  and 
gentlemen  waited  with  halberts  behind  it.     The  foli- 
citor of  the  Commons,  in  his  charge  againfl  the  Kin;r" 
rcprcfented,  That   Charles    Stewart,    being    admitted 
Kmg  of  England,  and  entrufted  with  a  limited  power 
had,  with  the  wicked  defign  to  erecflan  unlimited  and 
tyrannical   government,    traitoroufly    and   malicioufly 
levied   war   againfl   the   people  and  their  reprefenta- 
tivcs  :  That,  on  the  behalf  of  the  people,  he  did,  for 
this    treafonable  breach  of  truft,  impeach  him  as  a 
tyrant,  a  traitor,  a  murderer,  and  a    public  and  im- 
placable  enemy  to  the  commonwealth. 

On    the   conclufion   of  the  charge,  the   King  de- 
manded by  what   authority  he  was  brought  before 
that  court  *  ?  He  told  the  commiffioners  to  remember 
he  was  their  King,  their  lawful  King,  and  to  beware 
of  the  fins  with  which  they  were  going  to  fi;ain  them- 
fclves  and  the  land.    H^  was  anfwered  by  the  prefident, 
that  he  was   tried  in  the  name  and  authority  of  the 
parliament  aflembled,  and  the  good  people  of  Eng- 
land.     Charles  objedled,  That  both  King  and  houfe 
of  Lords  were  neceflary   to   conflitute  a  parliament  • 
He   had  a  truft,   he  faid,  committed  to  him  by  God 
by  old  and  lawful  defcent ;  and  he  would  not  betray 
It  to  anfwer  to  a  new  and  unlawful  authority :  He 
again  bade  the  commiffioners  remember  he  was  their 

•  Ludlow  fays  That  the  King  interrupted  the  clerk  ^vhilft  he  was 
reading,  and  exclaimed,  «  I  am  not  entrufted  by  my  people;  they 
are  mine  by  inheritance."     LuMow,  p.  107,  ^      Ji     f    >       j 


4 

'I 
'  1 


^;i 


if. 


<^  S  S  - 


here- 


412 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


Ann.  1648.  hereditary  fovereign  ;  and  that  tlie  wliole  authority 
of  the  (late,  when  free  and  united,  was  not  entitled 
to  try  him,  who  derived  liis  dignity  from  the  fu- 
prerae  majefly  of  heaven  :  That,  admitting  ihofe  ex- 
travagant principles  which  place  the  origin  of  power 
in  the  people,  the  court  could  plead  no  authority  de- 
legated by  the  people,  unlefs  the  confent  of  every 
individual,  down  to  the  meaneft,  the  mod  ignorant 
peafant,  had  been  previoufly  afked  and  obtained  *  r 
There  was  no  jurifdidlion  on  earth  could  try  a  King: 
The  authority  of  obedience  to  Kings  was  clearly 
warranted  and  flridly  commanded  both  in  the  Old  and 
New^  Teftaments  :  This,  if  denied,  he  was  ready  in- 
flantly  to  prove  ;  **  Where  the  word  of  a  King  was 
there  was  power,  and  who  might  fay  unto  him,  what 
doft  thou  ?"  He  owned,  he  faid,  he  was  entruiled  ;  a 
facred  truft  had  been  committed  to  him  by  God,  the 
liberties  of  his  people,  which  he  would  not  betray  by 
recognizing  a  power  founded  on  violence  and  ufurpa- 
tion :  He  had  taken  arms,  and  frequently  expofed  his. 
life,  in  defence  of  public  liberty,  in  defence  of  the 
conftitution,  in  defence  of  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  kingdom,  and  was  now  willing  to  feal  with  his. 
blood  thofe  precious  rights  for  which  he  had  fo  long 
in  vain  contended.  To  the  King's  extravagant  afler- 
tion,  that  he  had  taken  up  arms  to  defend  the  liberty 
of  the  conftitution,  and  that  he  now  pleaded  for  the 
rights  and  freedom  of  all  his  fubje(5ls,  the  prefident 

•  This  argument  is  mere  fophiftry ;  fince  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
in  their  colledlive  capacity,  never  can  come  to  any  determined  con- 
clufive  point,  unlefs  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  is  binding  to  the 
whole. 

returned, 
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returned,  "  How   great  a  friend,  Sir,  you  have   been  Ann.  ,6,8. 
to  tlie  laws  and  liberties  of  the  people,  let  all  England 
and  the  world  judge  :   Your    anions  have  fufficiently 
declared  it,  and  your  meaning  has  been    written    in 
bloody  charaders    throughout   the   kingdom."      The 
court  was  reminded  by  the  prifoner,  that  the  laws  of 
England  determined  the    King  could  do   no  wrong  • 
however,  he  was  able,  he  faid,  by  the  moft  fatisfac' 
tory  reafons,  to  juftify  his  conduct ;  but  muft  forego 
the    apology  of  his  innocence,  left,  by  ratifying  an 
authority  no  better  founded  than  that  of  robbers  and 
pirates,  he  Ihould  be  juftly  branded  as  the  betrayer, 
inftead  of  applauded  as  the  matyr,  of  the  conftitution! 

Three  feveral  days  the  King  was  produced  before 
the  court,  and  as  often  urged  to  anfwer  to  his  charge. 
The  fourth,  on  his  conftantly  perfifting  to  decline  its 
jurifdi^ion,  the  commiflioners,  after  having  examined 
witnefles  *,  by  whom  it  was  proved  that  the  King  had. 

♦  One  of  thefe  witnefles  gave  an  evidence  of  the  King's  want  of 
fmcenty  m  his  lafl:  treaty  with  the  parliament,  at  Newport,  in  the 
Ifle  of  Wight.  The  witnefs,  Henry  Goode,  depofed.  That*  havina 
accefs  to  and  difcourfe  with  the  King  at  Newport,  he  told  him  that^ 
fince  his  majefly  had  jullified  the  parliament's  taking  up  arms  he 
did  not  queftion  but  the  Prelbyterian  party  would  ftick  dole  to  him  • 
that  to  this  the  King  had  repHed,  he  would  have  all  his  old  friends 
know,  that,  though  for  the  prefent  he  was  contented  to  give  the 
parliament  leave  to  call  their  own  war  what  they  pleafed,  yet  he  neither 
did  then,  nor  fhould  decline  the  juftice  of  his  own  caufe.  Moreover, 
upon  the  deponent's  faying  his  majefty's  bufinefs  was  much  retarded 
through  want  of  commiflions,  the  King  made  anfwer.  That  being 
upon  a  treaty,  he  would  not  diflionor  himfelf;  but  if  the  deponent 
would  go  over  to  the  prince  his  fon,  who  had  full  authority  from 

him. 
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Ann.  164S.  appeared  in  arms  agaiiift  his  people,  proceeded  to 
pronounce  lenrencc  againft  him.  Before  the  pailing 
I'cntcncc,  Charles  carncllly  dcfircd  to  be  admitted 
to  a  conference  with  the  two  houfes :  he  had  fome- 
thing  to  propole,  he  faid,  which  he  was  fure  would 
be  for  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  and  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjevSl.  It  was  fuppofcd  that  he  intended  to  offer  to 
relign  the  crown  to  his  fon  ;  and  fome  of  the  com- 
miliioners  prclled  that  he  might  be  heard.  This  was 
not  the  opinion  of  the  majority  ;  and  the  commifli- 
oners  returning  from  the  court  of  Wards,  where  they 
had  adjourned  to  confult  on  the  King's  propofal,  ac- 
quainted the  prifonef,  that  his  requeft  was  confidered 
as  a  delay  of  jufticc.  The  prefident  pafled  fentence  of 
death,  by  fevering  the  head  from  the  body ;  and  all 
the  members  of  the  court  flood  up  in  token  of  appro- 
bation. 


An  example  of  juflice,  from  which  they  had  ever 
regarded  their  rank  to  be  totally  exempt,  awakened 
in  every  fovereign  prince  a  fenfe  of  horror  and  in- 
dignation ;  whilft  political  reafons,  of  a  different  na- 
ture, inclined  them  to  endeavor  to  prevent  the  change 
of  government  in  England.  The  French  court  was 
now  fmcere  in  their  interpofition  for  favor  to  the 
King;  and  the  Dutch  employed  very  earned  inter- 
celHons  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life.  All  folicita- 
tions  were  found  vain.     The  Scots  fruitlefly  exclaimed 

him,  he  or  any  for  him  fhould  receive  whatever  commiflions  they 
fliould  defire.     Rujhvorthy  vol.  VII.  p.  1413. 
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and  protefted  ;   the  prince  wrote  an  ineffcdual  letter  Ann.  ,648. 
to  the  army,  and  the  queen  to  the  parliament.   •  Three 
days    only  were    allowed  the  King  between   his  fen- 
tence and   his  execution  *.    This  interval  he  paffed  in 
reading  and  devotion  ;  and  preferved,   from  the  time 
when  his  intended  fate  was  known  to  him,  to  his  laft 
moment,  a  perfed   tranquillity  and  compofurc;  nor 
can    his  bitterell  enemies   deny,  that  in    his  condudl, 
under   the   dreadful  apprehenfion  of  a  violent  death 
were  united  the  magnanimity  of  heroifm  and  the  pa- 
tience of  martyrdom. 

To  mark  to  the  gaping  multitude  the  triumph  oF 
popular  juflice  over  royal  rank,  the  fcaffold  for  exe- 
cution was  ere<5led  before  the  palace  at  Whitehall ; 
care  was  taken  that  it  fhould  be  fufficiently  furrounded 
with  foldiers,  to  prevent  diforder  or  interruption  ;  and 
the  King,  finding  himfelf  fhut  out  from  the  hearing 
of  the  people,  addreffed  a  fpeech  to  colonel  Tomlin- 
fon,  the  commander  of  the  guard,  in  which  he  at- 
tempted to  juftify  his  innocence  in  the  war  he  had 
levied,  termed  it  defenfive,  accufed  the  parliament  of 
having  firft  cnlifled  forces  f,  and  averred  that  he  had 

•  l-^h?^"^  ^'i^'''  ^  ^''^"^^"'  '^"^'^  «^  "-^'^  Prefbyterian  party, 
in  his  Hiftory  of  Independency,  has  propagated  the  following  ca- 
lumny on  the  parliament  and  army  :  That  they  lodged  the  Kin- in  an 
apartment  at  Whitehall,  fo  near  the  deftined  place  of  execution 
that  his  retirement  and  even  reft  were  dilturbed  with  the  noife  of  the 
workmen  employed  in  framing  the  fcafFold  ;  wiiereas,  in  ha,  the 
King  remained  at  St.  James's  till  the  very  morning  of  his  execution, 
when  he  walked  acrofs  the  Park,  and  from  thence  was  carried  in  a 
coach  to  Whitehall. 

t  See,  on  thisfubjed,  vol.  III.  of  this  Hiftory,  p.  275,  ^  f:^, 

no 
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Ann.i6tS.  HO  otlicr  objcdt  in  his  military  operations  than  to  prc- 
ferve  entire  that  authority  which  had  been  tranfmitted 
to  him  by  his  anccftors  ;  infiftcd  on  a  perfecft  inno- 
cence towards  his  people  ;  obfcrved,  that  the  unjuft 
fentence  now  inflicted  on  him  was  an  equitable  re- 
turn for  that  which  he  had  fuflcred  to  be  inflidled  on 
Strafford  j  forgave  his  enemies ;  and  exhorted  the 
people  to  return  to  the  paths  of  obedience,  and  fub- 
mit  to  the  government  of  their  lawful  fovereign,  his 
fon  and  fucceilbr.  Bifhop  Juxon,  whofe  attendance 
(though  a  cold  inanimate  fpeaker,  and  very  incapa- 
h\e  of  raifing  the  thoughts  beyond  their  natural 
bounds)  the  King  had  very  particularly  and  earnellly 
defired  *,  remembered  his  mafler,  that  the  people 
"would  exped  him  to  make  fome  declaration  on  the 
point  of  religion:  On  this  the  King  very  earneftly 
protefted,  that  he  had  ever  lived,  and  now  died  in-  the 
religion  of  the  church  of  England.  Whilft  he  was 
preparing  for  execution,  the  bilhop  poured  out  a  few 
infipid  lifelefs  exhortations :  To  thefe  the  King  re- 
tiu-ned,  "  I  go  from  a  corruptible  to  an  incorruptible 

•  Ludlow  tells  the  following  anecdote  of  this  bifhop  :  When  the 
dodtor  was  acquainted  with  the  King's  condition  and  defines,  he,  being 
altogether  unprepared  for  fuch  a  work,  broke  out  into  thefe  cxpref- 
fions  i  "  God  fave  me !  what  a  trick  is  this  that  I  fhould  have  no 
more  warning,  and  I  have  nothing  ready  !"  But  recollefting  himfelf 
a  litde,  he  put  on  his  fcarf  and  his  other  furniture,  and  went  to  the 
King ;  where,  having  read  the  Common-Prayer  and  one  of  his  old 
lermons,  he  adminiftered  the  facramcnt  to  him,  not  forgetting  to  ufe 
the  words  of  the  confefTion  (ct  down  in  the  Liturgy,  inviting  all  thofe 
who  truly  repent  to  make  their  confeflion  before  the  congregation 
then  gathered  together,  though  there  was  no  one  prefent  but  the  King 
and  himfelf.     Luiilozu,  p.  109. 
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crown,  where  no  difturbance  can  have  nlare  '^     ru.     . 
laying  his  head  upon  the  block,  the  eicmt;.-  (who^        '"^• 
face  was  concealed  in  a  vizor)  fevered  it  wi  h  one  , 
ftrokc  frojn   the  body:  an   affiftant  (in    the  like  dff! '""• '"• 
guife)    he  d  it  up  to   the  fpeflators,  ftreaming  with 
blood,  and,   after  the  ufual  manner  obferved  if  fij. 

Ijlitor.'- "''""''  """^  ''°^''  "  '^''''  ''  '^''  l^^^d  of  a 

Thus,  by  a  fate  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
princes,  terminated  the  unfortunate  life  and  turbu- 
lent reign  of  Charles  Stewart ;  a  monarch  whofe  prin- 
aples,  condua,  fortune,  and  death,  by  powerfuTy 
engagmg  the  oppofite  afFedions  attending  the  dif- 
ferent views  and  different  interefts  of  men  have 
given  rife  to  bitter  and  irreconcileable  conteft.  Regarded 

til'   '""/'^PP'?"  of  th^  nobility,  we  behold  him. 

vith  evcrv'flo ''"°7  °'  "  confiderable  party,  adorned 
with  eveiy  flower  of  panegyrick:  By  the  bigots  of  a 
different  perfuafion.  his  memory,  notwithftanding  the 
tribute  he  paid  to  his  crimes,  is  held  in  the  higheft 
d  teftation.  The  partizans  of  Liberty  applaud  his  fate ; 
the  liberal  and  humane  condemn  and  pity  him-  To 
a  mind  foftened  by  habits  of  amufement,  andTntoIi! 

treat,  .i.H  the  paHian  Jt ,  ^'if^  ^.^[:^^^l.  '^'^ 
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Ann.  1648.  cated  with  ideas  of  felf-importancc,  the  tranfition 
from  royal  pomp  to  a  prifon,  from  eafy,  gay,  and 
luxurious  life  to  a  premature  and  violent  death  by  the 
hands  of  an  executioner,  are  punifhments  fo  fliarp 
and  touching,  that,  in  the  fufFering  prince,  we  are 
apt  to  overlook  the  deiigning  tyrant,  to  dwell  on  his 
hardfhips,  and  forget  his.  crimes.  Compaflion  is  the 
conftant  attendant  of  liberal  minds  ;  and  the  com- 
miferation  of  Charles's  fingular  and  unfortunate 
fate,  but  for  the  interefts  of  truth  and  the  violence  of 
his  partizans,  would  have  inclined  all  fuch  to  have 
thrown  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  dark  parts  of 
his  charadter,  and  only  to  have  remembered  that  ho 
bore  his  fufferings  in  a  manner  which  would  have 
done  honor  to  the  beft  caufe.  From  fuch  indulgence 
the  ill-fated  Charles  is  neceiTarily  excluded :  Hillary 
is  called  upon  to  fcrutinize  with  exacftnefs  his  princi- 
ples, condudl,  and  character;  fince,  from  the  falfe 
colorings  which  by  deiigning  men  have  been  thrown 
on  thefe,  and  the  rancor  with  which  his  opponents 
have  been  falfcly  afperfed,  have  been  deduced  confe- 
quences  deftrutSlive  to  the  fecurity  and  welfare  of' 
man,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  pa- 
triot citizens. 

In  the  chara<5ler  of  Charles,  as  reprefented  by  his 
panegyrifts,  we  find  the  qualities  of  temperance, 
challity,  regularity,  piety,  equity,  humanity,  dignity, 
condefcenfion,  and  equanimity ;  fome  have  gone  fo 
far  as  to  allow  him  integrity ;  and  many  writers,  who 
condemn  his  political  principles,  give  him  the  title 
©f  a  moral  man.     In   the  comparifon  of  this  repre- 
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fcntation  with  Charles's  conduct,  accurately  and  juftly  Ann.  1648. 
defcribed,  it  is  difcernible  that  vices  of  the  worft  ten- 
dency, when  fhaded  by  a  formal  and  plaufible  car- 
riage, when  concordant  to  the  interefts  of  a  fadtion 
and  the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar,  afTume  the  appear- 
ances of,  and  are  impofed  on  the  credulous  world  as, 
virtues  of  the  firft  rank. — Paflion  for  power  was 
Charles's  predominant  vice  ;  idolatry  to  his  regal  pre- 
rogatives his  governing  principle  *:  The  interefts  of 
his  crown  legitimated  every  meafure,  and  fantflified  in 
his  eye  the  wideft  deviation  from  moral  rule.  His 
religion  was  to  this  afecondary  and  fubordinate  affec- 
tion :  The  prelates  of  the  church  of  England  paid 
him  an  impious  flattery ;  they  inculcated  a  flavifh 
dependance  on  the  regal  authority;  the  corruptions 
in  their  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  foftered  fuperftition; 
fuperftition  fecured  their  influence  over  the  people ; 
and  on  thefe  grounds,  and  to  thefe  ends,  they  kept 
an  intereft  in  the  King's  heart,  which  continued  to 
the  laft  period  of  his  life  f.     If  Charles  had  an  higher 

^  The  Hiftory  of  Coins  affords  an  anecdote  -which  fliews  Charles's 
affe6Hons  towards  prerogative  and  popular  rights  :  In  the  years  1601, 
2,  3,  4,  and  5,  there  were  feveral  coins  ftricken  in  Scotland  by 
James  the  Firft,  bearing  on  their  reverfe  the  motto,  "  Salus  populi  fu- 
prema  lex  efto."  In  the  firft  year  of  Charles's  government,  he  altered 
on  his  coins  the  juft  fentiment  of  this  motto,  to  "  Salus  reipublic<e  fu- 
prema  lex  ejlv*^ 

f  In  the  Britifti  Mufeum,  N"  122,  ther€  is  a  MS.  letter  from  the 
King  to  his  queen,  dated  from  Newcaftle,  164(5,  wherein  he  tells  her. 
That  whoever  gave  her  the  advice  that  he  ftiould  fubmit  to  tak€  the 
damned  covenant,  was  a  fool  or  knave  ;  that  it  was  the  child  of  re- 
bellion, and  breathed  nothing  but  treafon  ;  that  if  epifcopacy  was  to 
be  introduced  by  the  covenant  he  would  not  take  it,  for  he  was  as 
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eftimation  of  the  faith  in  which  he  had  been  edu- 
cated than  of  Popery,  it  was  beceufc  the  principles 
of  ropery  acknowledged  a  fuperior  allegiance  to  their 
fpiritvial  than  their  temporal  prince  ;  but  regarding 
that  fuperftition  to  be  more  favorable  to  the  interefls 
of  monarchy,  he  preferred  it  to  the  religion  of  any 
differing    feci,  and    publicly  avowed    his    wifh,  that 

much  bound  in  confcience  to  do  no  act  for  the  deftruclion  of  mo- 
narchy as  to  refill  hercfy.     In  a  letter  of  the  fcventeenth  of  06lober» 
from  the  fame  place,  the  King,  in  anfwer  to  the  queen's  prefling  im- 
portunity (by  Davenant)    for  his   agreeing  to   the   cftablilhment  of 
Prefbyterian  government,  fays,    That  fuch  an   eftablilhment   would 
make  him  but  a  titular  King  ;  that  a  flower  of  the  crown,  given  away 
by  an  a6t  of  parliament,  is  not  recoverable  ;  that  if  the  fupremacy  in 
church  affairs  was  not  a  flower  of  the  crown,  he  knew  not  what  was  ; 
that  the  difl^erence   between  epifcopal  and   Prefl:>yterian  government 
was  one  of  the  leaft  of  his  difputes  with  the  parliament,  who,  under 
the  pretence  of  a  thorough  reformation,  did  intend  to  take  away  all  the 
ccclefiaftical  power  of  government  from  the  crown  j  that  they  would 
introduce  a  doftrine  which  taught  rebellion  to  be  lawful.  That  the 
fupreme  power  is  in  the  people,  to  whom  kings   were  accountable^ 
In  a  letter  of  the  twentieth  of  November,  the  King  tells  the  queen. 
That  unlefs  religion  was  preferved,  the  militia  (being  not,  as  in  France 
and  other  kingdoms,  a  formed  powerful  ftrength)  would  be  of  little 
ufe  to  the  crown  •,  that  if  the  pulpits  had  not  obedience,  which  would 
never  be  if  Prelbytcrian  government  was  abfolutely  eftablifhed,  the 
King  would  have  but  fmall  comfort  of  the  militia  ;  that  for  his  three 
years  conceflion  of  Prefbyterian  government,  he  never  heard  that  any 
ric^ht  was  yielded  fo  long  as  the  claim  was  kept  up,  which  was  clearly 
done  by  the  article  of  a  debate  by  divines  how  the  church  fliould  be 
governed,  the  determination  being  flill  free  to  him  and  the  two  houfes, 
on  which  if  his  confcience  was  wronged,  he  could  blame  notliing  but 
his  own  want  of  courage.     In  the  end  of  this  letter  the  King  fiys.  He 
is  confident  that  he  ftiall  in  a  fliort  time  be  recalled  with  much  Iionor, 
and  that  his  friends  would  fee  he  had  neither  a  foolilh  nor  a  peevifli 
confcience.    Britijh  Mufeum,  MS.  6988. 
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there  never  had  been  a  fchifm   in  the  church.     Nei-  Ann.  ,648. 
ther  gratitude  *,  clemency,  humanity  f,  equity,  nor  ge-  E^qu^V. 
nerofity  J,  have  place  in  the  fair  part  of  Charles's  cha-^' ^^7**. 
racter.     Of  the  virtues  of  temperance,  fortitude,  and 

♦  The  favors  which  Charles's  fortunes  occafioned  him  to  receive 
from  his  fubjeds,  he  regarded  only  as  obligations  of  duty  to  their 
prince  ;  and  any  failure,  either  through  motives  of  confcience  or  re- 
gard to  perfonal  fafety  or  interefl:,  in  the  lengths  he  exafted  of  them, 
cancelled  the  merits  of  former  fervices.  Of  all  the  nobility  and  gentry 
flain  in  his  fervice,  the  only  individuals  whofe  premature  death,  it  is 
obferved,  he  gave  any  public  teftimony  of  regretting,  were  Sir  Charles 
Lucas  and  Sir  George  Lifle,  when  his  mind  was  foftened  by  long 
adverfity. 

t  Notwithflianding  Clarendon's  extravagant  encomium  on  the  King 
for  thefe  virtues,  the  fevere  punifhments  he  inflided  on  feveral  indt 
viduals,  by  the  court  of  Star-Chamber,  (hew  an  extreme  rigor  in  regard 
to  ofi'enders  who  oppofed  his  government  and  opinions.— Ludlow'^and 
other  writers  aver.  That  the  prifoners  of  war,  in  places  immediately 
under  his  command,  were  treated  with  inhuman  cruelty ;  and  there 
are  fome  traits  of  hifliory  which  fliew  an  indiflTerence,  or  rather  hard- 
nefs  of  heart,  to  the  fufl^erings  of  others.     One,  which  k  to  be  met 
with  in  the  Strafford  Papers,  mentions  the  King's  laughing  at  the  re- 
lation of  an  officer's  having  lofl:  part  of  his  cheek  in  an  engagement : 
this  anecdote  happened  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign.     The  fame  Pa- 
pers make  mention  of  a  great  unfeelingnefs,  or  rather  harfhnefs,  in 
the  King's  behavior  to  his  fervant  Cottington,  on  the  melancholy  oc- 
cafion  of  his  wife's  death.     Lilly,  the  afl:rologer,  who  knew  the  King 
well,  and  who  was  fometimes  confulted  on  his  future  fortunes,  fays 
That  in  the  times  of  war  he  was  feldom  feen  to  be  forrowful  for  the 
flaughter  of  his  people  or  his  foldiers.     Lilly's  Obfervatiom  on  the  Life 
and  Death  cf  King  Charles^  ed.  1715,  p.  13. 

J  The  innovation  of  laws  committed  to  his  trufl,  with  feveral  mean 
as  well  as  unjuft  adls,  teftify  this.  In  particular,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  his  reign,  he  difpenfed  by  proclamation  with  the  legal  obliga- 
tion his  fubje<5ls  lay  under  to  buy  the  honor  of  knighthood;  and  then 
levied  fines  upon  them  for  non -performance. 
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perfonal   bravery,  he  was  undeniably  poirefled.      His 
manners  partook  of  the  diflipation,  and  his  converfa- 
tion  of  the  indecency  of  a  court*.      His  chaftity  has 
been  called  in  queftion  by  an    author  of  the  higheft 
repute  t ;  and  were  it  allowed,  it   was  tainted  by  an 
excefs  of  uxorioufnefs,   which  gave    it  the  properties 
and  the  confequences  of  vice.  The  want  of  integrity  is 
manifcft    in  every  part  of  his  conduct ;  which,  whe- 
ther   the  corruption    of  his   judgment   or  heart,  loft 
him  fair  opportunities  of  reinftatement  in  the  throne, 
and  was  the  vice  for  which,  above  all  others,  he  paid 
the  tribute  of  his  life.     His  intelledlual  powers  were 
naturally  good,  and  fo  improved  by  a  continued  exer- 
cife,  that,  though  in    the  beginning  of  his  reign  he 
fpoke  with  difficulty  and  hefitation,  towards  the  clofe 
of  his  life  he  difcovered  in  his  writings  purity  of  lan- 
guage  and  dignity  of  ftyle,  in  his  debates  elocution 
and  quicknefs  of  conception.     The  high  opinion  he 

♦  Before  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars,  plays,  and  every 
kind  of  diflipation  which  the  times  afforded,  reigned  in  the  King's 
court.  Milton,  in  his  mafterly  Defence,  &c.  againft  Salmafius, 
taxes  the  King  with  amorous  indecencies  committed  in  public  •,  and, 
notwithftanding  the  contrary  has  been  fo  ftrongly  aflerted  by  Claren- 
don, there  are  two  paflages  in  the  Sydney  Papers  which  demonftratc 
that  the  converfation  of  the  court,  and  even  of  Charles  himfcif,  was 
not  only  indelicate  but  lewd. 

t  Milton,  in  his  Defence,  &c.  gives  flirewd  intimations  that  the 
King  was  defedive  in  the  point  of  chaftity.  Lilly  fays  of  him.  That 
he  honored  the  virtuous,  and  was  very  fhy  and  choice  in  wandering 
in  irregular  paths ;  that  when  he  did,  it  was  with  much  cautioufnefs 
-and  fecrecy  j  that  he  never  proftituted  his  afFedtions  but  to  thofe  of  ex- 
quifite  perfons  or  parts.  The  fame  author  alTcrts  that  Charles  had  one 
or  two  natural  children.     Ully^  p.  11. 

enter- 
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entertained  of  regal  dignity  occafioned  him  to  obferve  Ann.  1648. 
a  ftatelinefs  and  imperioufnefs  of  manner,  which,  to 
the  rational  and  intelligent,  was  unamiable  and  ofFen- 
five  ;  by  the  weak  and  the  formal,  it  was  miftaken  for 
dignity  *.  In  the  exereife  of  horfemanfhip  he  ex^ 
celled  ;  had  a  good  tafte,  and  even  fkill  in  feveral  of 
the  polite  arts ;  but,  though  a  proficient  in  fome 
branches  of  literature,  was  no  encourager  of  ufeful 
learning,  and  only  patronized  adepts  in  the  jargon  o£ 

*  In  the  King's  palaces  different  rooms  were  allotted  to  the  differenr 
ranks  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  ;  and  orders  were  hung  up  in  every 
apartment,  forbidding  all  perfons  below  a  certain  quality  to  enter.. 
The  obfervance  of  thefe  ridiculous  diftinftions  was  exafted  with  fuch; 
rigor,  that  Sir  Henry  Vane  the  younger,  having  intruded  himfelf 
into  an  apartment  allotted  to  a  fuperior  rank,  was  fo  fuddenly,  whilft 
in  difcourfe,  furprifed  with  the  King's  appearance,  that,  not  having, 
opportunity  to  retire  unperceived,  he  hid  himfelf  behind  a  large  car- 
pet, which  hung  before  a  fideboard  cupboard :  in  this  fituation  he 
was  difcovered  by  the  King,  who,  with  an  unmanly  infolence,  ftruck 
him  with  his  cane.  Even  in  Charles's  days  of  humiliation,  he  ftruck 
colonel  Whaley  for  the  omiflion  of  fome  ceremony,  or  fancied  difre- 
fpeft  ;  and  when  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  (who  proved  one  of  the  princi- 
pal adors  in  his  overthrow)  prefented  him  on  his  knees  a  petition  the 
King,  who  knew  the  contents  would  be  difagreeable  to  him,  turned 
haughtily  away,  with  a  motion  fo  fudden  that  the  petitioner  was 
hurt  by  his  horfe's  feet,  and  had  like  to  have  been  trampled  to  death.. 
With  manners  fo  infolent  and  provoking,  the  King's  general  carriage 
was  ftifFand  formal,  to  a  degree  which  carried  the  appearance  of  hieh 
contempt,  to  his  inferiors.  Clarendon  fpends  many  pacres  in  pane- 
gyrifing  the  King  on  the  article  of  his  ftatelinefs  ;  fets  forth  the  glories 
of  Solomon's  court  as  an  example  for  all  princes  to  follow ;  and  ob- 
ferves,  That  its  pompous  ceremonies  ftruck  the  queen  of  Sheba  with 
the  high  idea  ftie  is  faid  to  have  conceived  of  Solomon's  wifdom  :  This 
though  a  very  natural  fentiment  in  a  female  princefs,  is  a  little  out  of 
charader  in  the  mouth  of  a  moralift,  a  philofopher,  and  an  hiftorian;. 
Carte's  Life  of  Omond,  \o\.  I.  p.  356,  ^  fe^.     Clarendon's  Hijiory, 
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Ann.  i6^s.  the  diviiie  right  and  utility  of  kings  and  bifliops. 
His  undcrllanding  in  this  point  was  fo  depraved  by 
the  prejudices  of  his  education,  the  flattery  of  priefls, 
and  the  aflccHiions  of  his  heart,  that  he  would  never 
endure  converfation  which  tended  to  inculcate  the 
principles  of  equal  rights  in  men  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  that  the  particularity  of  his  fituation  enforced  his 
attention  to  dodtrines  of  this  kind,  he  went  out  of  the 
world  with  the  fame  fond  prejudices  with  which  he 
had  been  foftered  in  his  nurfery,  and  cajoled  in  the 
zenith  of  his  power  *. 

Charles  was  of  a  middle  flaturc ;  his  body  (Irong, 
healthy,  and  juftly  proportioned  ;  his  face  was  regu- 
lar, handfome,  and  well  complexioned  ;  and  his  af- 
peA  melancholy,  yet  not  unpleafing.     His  furviving 

t  In  apology  for  Charles's  government,  it  has  been  often  advanced, 
that  the  fame  tyrannical  principles  prevailed  equally  in  thofe  of  all  his 
predeceflbrs,  and  in  particular  in  the  government  of  that  favorite  fo- 
vereign  queen  Elizabeth  -,  that  Charles  only  endeavored  to  prefervc 
the  r'ights  he  found  in  the  crown  •,  and  that  the  ufurpation  began  on 
the  fide  of  the  Commons.     In  contradiflion  to  this  aflertion,  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  Charles,  by  offering  to  bring  things  back  to  the 
courfe  preferved  in  church  and  ftate  during  Elizabeth's  government, 
acknowledged  he  had  innovated  both.     Were  it  granted,  that   the 
Commons  made  the  firfl:  attack  on  the  cftabliflied  encroachments  of 
the  crown,  was  that  fuppofed  right  to  be  defended   by  any  mean  ? 
Charles's  fituation,    and  confequendy  his  political  conduft,   differed 
widely  from  that  of  Elizabeth  and  the  reft  of  his  fortunate  predecef- 
fors  :  in  the  peaceful  poffeffion  of  their  tyranny,  they  ruled  a  willing 
people,  and  preferved  the  forms  of  the  conftitution.     The  oppofition 
with  which  Charles  encountered  engaged  him  in  breach  of  faith,  in 
civil  war,  and  other  criminal  tranfadions ;  whilft  his  inflexible  tena- 
city, with  the  fteady  oppofition  of  the  Commons,  muft,  had  he  pre- 
vailed, have  deftroyed  every  principle  of  Liberty  in  the  conftitution. 
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executed  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and 
buried,  by  the  appointment  of  the  parliament,  at 
Windfor,  decently,  yet  without  pomp.  The  duke  o€ 
Richmond,  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  the  earls  of 
Southampton  and  Lindfay,  at  their  exprefs  defire,  were 
permitted  to  pay  the  lafl  duty  to  their  matter,  but  were. 
denied  (by  colonel  Whitchcot,  the  governor  of  Windfor- 
Caftle)  the  ufe  of  the  burial  fervice,  according  to  the 
book  of  Common-Prayer  f . 

A  QUESTION  whether  the  people,  in  any  cafe,  have  Arg»«>«t. 
a  right  to  depofe  and  punifli  their  fovereign,  became,  Tt'^f, 

execution. 

♦  Charles  prince  erf"  Wales,  born  in  1630;  James  duke  of  York, 
m  1633;  Henry  duke  of  Glocefter,  in  1641 ;  Mary  princefs  of 
Orange,  born  m  1631  ;  Elizabeth,  in  1635;  and  Henrietta,  in  1644, 

t  Of  the  voluminous  works  publilhed  in  Charles's  name,  his  letters       - 
and  meflages  to  the  parliament,  during  his  ftrid  confinement  in  the 
Ifle  of  Wight,  are  known  to  be  his,  with  feveral  letters  written  to  the 
queen  and  others.   Whether  he  was  the  author  of  the  Eikon  Bafilike 
a  work  faid  to  be  compofed  by  him  in  the  declme  of  his  fortunes    has 
been  a  matter  highly  contefted.     The  ftile  of  this  compofition   has 
great  fimilarity  to  the  King's  J  theprofeffions  to  befound  in  it,  though 
contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his  condud,  he  had  often  publicly  made  • 
many  of  the  fentiments  are  his  own,  and  others  he  had  always  affumed  •' 
yet  the  proofs,  brought  by  Toland  to  evince  that  this  work  was  noj 
the  King's,  lord  Clarendon's  total  filence  on  fo  important  a  point  and 
the  teftimony  of  the  duke  of  York,  as  related  by  Burnet,  have  more 
than  equal  weight  againft  the  arguments  of  the  royalifts.     There  is 
a  letter  faid  to  be  written  by  Charles,  during  his  laft  treaty  with  the 
parliament,  and  addreflcd  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  which  Burner    by 
the  fame  teftimony,  hints   to  be  fpurious  :  Though   tindured  with 
Charles's  prejudices,  it   is  full  of  moral  fentiments  ;  and  were  it  not 
tor  the  Kmg's  infincere  condud  with  the  parliament  in  regard  to  Ire- 
land, at  the  very  time  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  written,  would  ar^ue  his 
reformation  in  the  point  of  integrity.  '^  . 
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on  the  death  of  Charles,  the  fubjca  of  earned  debate, 
and  was  purfued  by  the  high-church  and  prerogative 
party  with  the  utmoft  violence  and  acrimony.  The 
fuflferings  of  the  royal  martyr,  for  fo  the  deceafed 
monarch  was  termed,  were  compared  to  thofe  of 
Chrift  the  Redeemer :  In  the  comparifon,  the  hard- 
fliips  of  the  King's  cafe  (on  account  of  his  rank)  were 
ridiculouQy  and  impioufly  preferred  ;  and  the  cruci- 
fiersof  their  God,  by  churchmen  and  their  adherents, 
were  regarded  with  an  inferior  deteflation  to  the  mur- 
derers of  their  King  K     The  corrupt  dodtrines  which 

*  Symmons's  Parallel,  puHifhed  in   1648.     Various  fermdns -,  in- 
particular  one  preached  by  the  bifhop  of  Down,  before  Charles  the 
Second,  in  the  year  1649,  printed  at  Breda,  and  reprinted  at  London 
in  1720 -,  one  preached  on  February  4,  16^8,  entitled  «  The  Devililh 
Confpiracy,  &c.»  and  another  by  Dr.  Binks,  preached  on  the  thirtieth 
of  January,  before  the  lower  houfe  of  Convocation,    in   1701,  and 
cenfured  by  the  houfe  of  Lords,  as  a  juft  fcandal  and  oflfence  to  all 
Chriftian   people.— The   following   paflages,    out   of  the   biftiOp   ot 
Down's  fermon,  are  given  as  fpccimens  of  the  doflrines  and  opinions 
of  hieh-church  divines ;  viz.  "  The  perfon  now  murdered  was  not 
the  Lord  of  glory,  but  a  glorious  lord,  Chrift's  own  vicar,  his  lieute- 
nant and  vicegerent  here  on  earth ;  and  therefore,  by  all  laws  divine 
and  human,  he  was  privileged  from  any  punilhment  which  could  be 
inBiaed  by  men.     Albeit  he  was  an  inferior  to  Chnft,  as  man  is  to 
God    yet  was  his  privilege  of  inviolability  far  more  clear  than  was 
Chrift's  •  for  Chrift  was  not  a  temporal  prince,  his  kingdom  was  not 
of  this  world,  and  therefore  when  he  vouchfafed  to  come   into  the 
world    and  to  become  the  fon  of  man,    he  diJ   fubjeA  himfelf  to 
the  law  ;  but  our  gracious  fovereign  was  well  known  to  be  a  tenipo- 
ral  prince,  a  free  monarch,  and  their  undoubted  fovereign,  to  whom 
thev  did  all  owe  and  had  fworn  allegiance.  The  parliament  is  the  great 
council,  and  hath  afted  all  and  more  againft  their  lord  and  fovereign 
than  the  other  did  againft  Chrift :  the  proceedings  aga.nft  our  fove- 
reian  were  more  illegal,  and  in  many  things  more  cruel      The  true 
Tc\Uon  delivered  unto  us  in  fcripture,  and  profelTed  in  the  true,  an- 
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had  been  taught  by  the  clergy  were  currently  broached  ^"^-  »^+^- 
as  flandards  of  political  and  divine  truths  -,  and  the 
utmoft  depravity  of  human  reafon  appeared  in  the 
conteft.  Monarchy  was  reprefcnted  as  a  form  of  go- 
vernment of  God's  immediate  appointment;  kings 
his  facred  vicegerents,  whom  to  refift  was  impious, 
to  depofe  was  damnable,  to  punifli  was  atrocioufly 
criminal  beyond  the  hope  of  mercy ;  nor  could  the 
utmoft  height  of  depravity  in  the  nature,  or  wicked- 
nefs  in  the  condu<5t  of  a  monarch,  excufe,  in  any 
degree,  fuch  an  ad  of  jurifdidlion  in  revolted  fub- 
je6ts.  Syftems,  on  the  principles  of  fate  and  necef- 
fity,  were  written  to  fupport  the  doctrines  of  flavery :  A 
paternal  and  legiflative  power  in  kings  was  attempted 
to  be  proved  by  fucceffion  from  Adam ;  of  whom  it 
was  abfurdly  afferted,  that  he  was  by  God  invefted 
with  the  abfolute  power  of  life  and  death  ^. 

cient,  and  Catholic  church,  doth  teach  us  to  honor  and  obey  the  King, 
as  God's  minifter  fct  over  us  ;  and  that  the  injuries  of  kings,  though 
ever  fo  great,  are  to  be  endured  by  their  fubjedls,  who  have  no  other 
remedy,  and  are  to  ufe  no  other  arms  againft  their  King,  than  to  pray 
unto  God  for  him,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  kings  in  his  hand,  and 
may  turn  them  when  he  thinks  fit." 

The  following  paflage,  in  a  letter  from  general  Digby  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Ormond,  ftiews  that  the  impious  nonfenfe  preached  in  tliefc 
and  fuccefflve  times,  to  the  end  of  queen  Anne's  reign,  were  not  only 
to  be  found  in  the  dodrines  of  the  high-church  clergy,  but  had  taken 
deep  root  in  the  opinions  of  their  followers.  "  From  the  creation  to 
the  accurfed  day  of  this  damnable  murther,  nothing  parallel  to  it  was 
ever  heard  of.  Even  the  crucifying  our  Bleffed  Savior,  if  we  confider 
him  only  in  his  human  nature,  did  nothing  equal  this  ;  his  kingdom  not 
bein«y  of  this  world  ;  and  he,  though  unjuftly  condemned,  yet  judged 
at  aTawful  tribunal."     State  Letters.    Cartf,  vol.  III.  p.  607. 

•  Thefe  nonfenfical  opinions  are  fully  confuted  in  two  mafterly  per- 
formances of  Locke  and  Sydney. 
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As  the    fcripiures  were   wreftcd  to  authorize    the 
do<5trmcs  of  the  advcrfary,  fo  the  partizans  of  Liberty, 
from  the  fame  fource,  argued.  That  the  death  of  a 
blood(heddcr\vas  requii-ed  by  the  Lord,  who  by  his  worci 
cautions  againft  the  refpe<ft  of  pcrfons,  or  the  exempt- 
ing individuals  fn>m  judgment  on  account  of  their 
authority ;  that  men  of  all  ranks  and  orders  were  in- 
cluded in  this  command;  and,  in   cafe   of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  magiftrate,  were  bound  to  fee  it  ful- 
filled.    On  the  rule  of  policy,  they  obfciired,  That  the 
conftitution  of  a  King  did  not   take  away  that  law- 
ful defence   againft   force  and  injury  allowed  by  the 
law  of  nature  :  That  even  the  civil  laws  wliich  were 
imperial,  declared,  that  wc  are  not  to  obey  a  prince 
ruling  above  the  limits  of  the  power  entrufted  to  him ; 
for  the  commonwealth,  by  conflituting  a  King,  doth 
not  rob  or  deprive  itfelf  of  the  power  of  its  own  pre- 
fervation :  That  God   having  given   the  world   to  no 
one  man,   nor  declared  how  it  ihould  be  divided,   left 
it  to  the  will  of  man  :  That  government  and  magif- 
tracv,  whether    fuprerae  or  fubordinate,  was   a  mere 
human  ordinance :  That  the  laws  of  every  nation  were 
the  meafure  of  magiftratical  power :  That  Kings,  the 
fervants  of  the  Hate,  when  they  degenerated  into  ty- 
rants, forfeited  their  right  to  government :  That  where 
there  is  a  covenant  and  oath,  there  muft  be  coat5live 
power  to  enforce  it :  That  the  oaths  of  allegiance  were 
to  be  underftood  as  conditionally  binding,  according 
to  the  obfervance  of  the   oaths  kings    made  to  their 
people :  And  that  neither  the  laws  of  God  nor  nature 
were    againft   the   people's    laying    afide   Kings    and 
kingly  government,  and  the  adopting  more    conve- 
nient 
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nient  forms.     To  the  onpofition  of   the  Prefbytcrians,  Ano.  1644. 
it  was   obje<5led.  That  he  whom  they  had   exclaimed  KiTgTLS 
againft  in  their  pulpits  as  a  tyrant,  as  an  enemy  to  ^g**'^"* 
God  and  faints,  as  laden  with  all  the  innocent  blood 
fpilt  in  the  three  kingdoms  ;  that  he  whom  they  had 
devoted  to  perdition,  with  exhortation  to  curfe,  in  the 
name  of  God,  all  thofc  who  did  not  make  war  againft 
him ;  was  without  penitence  or  alteration  in  his  firft 
principles,  a  lawful  magiftrate,  a  fovereign  lord,  the 
Lord*s  anointed,  his  perfon  facred,  though  they  had 
formally  denied  him  his  office,  and   every  where  re- 
fifted  his  power,  but  where  it  furvived   in   their  own 
faction.     To  their  arguments  of  indefeafible  right  it 
was   returned,  that  though  a  derivative  power  was 
committed  in  truft  from  the  people  to  Kings  and  ma- 
giftrates,  yet  it  remained  fimdamentally  in  its  fource : 
That  to  fay   a  King  had  as  good  a  right  to  bis  crown 
and  dignity  as  another  man  to  his   inheritance,  was 
to   make    the  fubje<ft  no  better   than  his  flave ;  ycr, 
even    on    the   fuppolition   of  hereditary   right,  there 
were  crimes  for  which  hereditary  right  was  juftly  for- 
feitable :  That  to  fay  a  King  was  accountable  to  none 
but   God,  was    neither    founded  on  command,  pre- 
cept, nor  reafon ;  that   it    was    the  overthrow  of  all 
law,  and    the   deftru(5tion   of  good   policy :  That  the 
authority    of    the   fcripture,  in    the   example  of  the 
Ifraelites,  eftabliflied  the  right  of  chufing  and  chang- 
ing  government:  That    God  himfelf    had  given  the 
preference  to  a  republic,  as  a  more  perfedl  form  than 
a  monarchy,  and  more    fuitable   to  the  conditions  of 
mankind  $  and  that  Chrift  bore  teftimony  againft  the  Defence 
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As  the  fcriptures  were  wreftcd  to  authorize  the 
doarines  of  the  advcrfary,  fo  the  partizans  of  Liberty, 
from  the  fame  fource,  argued,  That  the  deaih  of  a 
blood fliedder was  required  by  the  Lord,  who  by  his  worci 
cautions  againft  the  refpe<5l  of  pcrfons,  or  the  exempt- 
ing individuals  from  judgment  on  account  of  their 
authority ;  that  men  of  all  ranks  and  orders  were  in- 
cluded in  this  command;  and,  in  cafe  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  magillrate,  were  bound  to  fee  it  ful- 
filled. On  the  rule  of  policy,  they  obfciTcd,  That  the 
conftitution  of  a  King  did  not  take  away  that  law- 
ful defence  againft  force  and  injury  allowed  by  the 
law  of  nature  :  That  even  the  civil  laws  which  were 
imperial,  declared,  that  we  are  not  to  obey  a  prince 
ruling  above  the  limits  of  the  power  entrufted  to  him  ; 
for  the  commonwealth,  by  conftituting  a  King,  doth 
not  rob  or  deprive  itfelf  of  the  power  of  its  own  pre- 
fervation:  That  God  having  given  the  world  to  no 
one  man,  nor  declared  how  it  fhould  be  divided,  left 
it  to  the  will  of  man  :  That  government  and  magif^ 
tracy,  whether  fupreme  or  fubordinate,  was  a  mere 
human  ordinance :  That  the  laws  of  every  nation  were 
the  meafure  of  magiftratical  power :  That  Kings,  the 
fervants  of  the  ftate,  when  they  degenerated  into  ty- 
rants, forfeited  their  right  to  government :  That  where 
there  is  a  covenant  and  oath,  there  muft  be  coa^ive 
power  to  enforce  it :  That  the  oaths  of  allegiance  were 
to  be  underftood  as  conditionally  binding,  according 
to  the  obfervance  of  the  oaths  kings  made  to  their 
people :  And  that  neither  the  laws  of  God  nor  nature 
were  againft  the  people's  laying  afide  Kings  and 
kingly  government,  and  the  adopting  more  conve- 
nient 
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nient  forms.     To  the  oppofition  of    the  Prefbyterians,  Ann.  164ft. 
it  was   obje^ed.  That  he  whom  they  had   exclaimed  Ki^gTln^d 
againft  in  their  pulpits  as  a  tyrant,  as   an  enemy  to  ^^^S'^^ates. 
God  and  faints,  as  laden  with  all   the  innocent  blood 
fpilt  in  the  three  kingdoms  ;   that  he  whom  they  had 
devoted  to  perdition,  with  exhortation  to  curfe,  in  the 
name  of  God,  all  thofe  who  did  not  make  war  againft 
him  ;  was  without  penitence  or  alteration  in  his  firft 
principles,  a  lawful  magiftrate,  a  fovereign  lord,  the 
Lord's  anointed,  his  perfon  facred,  though  they  had 
formally  denied  him  his   office,  and    every  where  re- 
fifted  his  power,  but  where  it  furvived   in    their  own 
fa^ftion.     To  their  arguments  of  indefeafible  right  it 
was    returned,  that  though   a   derivative  power  was 
committed  in  truft  from  the  people  to  Kings  and  ma- 
giftrates,  yet  it  remained  fundamentally  in  its  fource : 
That  to  fay   a  King  had  as  good  a  right  to  his  crown 
and  dignity  as  another  man  to   his    inheritance,  was 
to    make    the   fubjedt   no  better    than   his  flave ;   yet, 
even    on    the    fuppolition   of  hereditary   right,  there 
were  crimes  for  which  hereditary  right  was  juftly  for- 
feitable :  That  to  fay  a  King  was  accountable  to  none 
but   God,  was    neither    founded  on   command,   pre- 
cept, nor  reafon  ;   that   it    was    the  overthrow  of  all 
law,  and    the   deftruc^ion   of  good    policy :  That  the 
authority    of    the   fcripture,  in    the   example  of  the 
Ifraelites,  eftabliflied  the  right  of  chufmg  ami  chang- 
ing  government:  That    God  himfelf    had  given  the 
preference  to  a  republic,   as  a  more  perfedt  form  than 
a  monarchy,  and  more    fuitable   to  the  conditions  of 
mankind ;  and  that  Chrift  bore  teftimony  againft  the  Defence 
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Ann.  1648.  abfolute  authority  of  the  Gentile  governors '^'i  That 
•ulir*  *^o  refill,  depofe,  and  kill  weak  and  wicked  princes, 
had  been  in  part  the  condu(5t  of  the  Reformed,  and 
the  favorite  do(5lrine  of  Calviniftical  divines  f :  1  hat, 
even  in  the  cafe  in  queftion,  the  King,  by  being  de- 
prived of  his  office,  had  been  in  a  manner  dcpofed 
by  both  the  Scotch  and  Englifli  Prefbyterians  :  Tliat 
to  war  upon  a  King,  that  his  inftruments  might  be 
brought  to  condign  punifhment,  to  inflid  fufl'erance 
on  the  inftruments,  and  not  only  to  fparc  but  defend 
and  honor  the  author,  was  the  abfurdeft  piece  of 
juftice  to  be  called  Chriftian,  and  of  reafon  to  be 
called  human,  which  ever  yet  entered  the  heads  of 
men  of  reverence  and  learning. 

The  pofitions  to  be  found  in  thefe  arguments,  That 
government  is  the  ordinance  of  man  ;  that,  being  the 
mere  creature  of  human  invention,  it  may  be  changed 

•  «*  Abfolute  monarchy  (fays  Locke,  that  deep  and  accurate  rea- 
foner,  on  the  principles  of  government  and  fubjediion)  is  inconfiftcnt 
with  civil  fociety,  and  therefore  no  form  of  civil  government.  Where 
men  have  no  (landing  rule  to  appeal  to  on  earth,  they  are  ftill  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  and  under  all  the  inconveniencics  of  it ;  but  with  this  woeful 
ditfcrence  to  the  fubjeck  of  an  abfolute  prince,  that  as,  in  an  ordinary 
ftate  of  nature,  he  is  at  liberty  to  judge  of,  and  maintain  his  right 
under  fuch  government,  as  if  degraded  from  the  common  ftate  of 
rational  creatures,  he  is  denied  that  privilege,  and  fo  expofed  to  all 
the  miferies  which  a  man  has  to  fear  from  one,  who,  being  in  the 
unreftrained  ftate  of  nature,  is  yet  corrupted  with  flattery,  and  armed 
with  power.     Locke  on  Civil  Gcvernmenf,  o5l.  ed,  1 764. 

f  Zuinglius,    Calvin,    Buccr,    Peter  Martyr,  Gilby,    Chriftopher 
Goodwin,  John  Knox. 

or 


or  altered  according  to  the  dicfltates  of  experience,  and  Ann.  1648. 
the  better  judgment  of  men ;  that  it  was  infliiuted  for 
the  protei^lion  of  the  people,  for  the  end  of  fecuring 
not  overthrowing  the  rights  of  nature ;  that  it  is  a 
truft  either  formally  admitted,  or  fuppofed  ;  and  that 
magiftracy  is  confequently  accountable  *  ;  will  meet 
with  little  contradiction  in  a  country  enlightened  with 
the  unobftruiSted  ray  of  rational  learning.  Syftems 
of  flavery,  condemned  to  oblivion  by  general  negle<5V, 
are  no  where  to  be  found  but  among  the  lumber  of  a 
univerfity  ;  nor,  till  the  light  of  letters  are  again 
cxtin<5t,  will  another  Filmer  arife,  to  difpute  the 
equal  juftice  of  God,  and  the  natural  freedom  of 
mankind. 

On  general  grounds  it  muft  be  indifputably  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  partizans  of  Liberty  gained  a 
complete  triumph  over  the  adverfary ;  on  the  parti- 
cular circumilances  of  the  cafe  in  queftion  it  muft 
be  allowed,  they  discovered  error  and  fallacy.  "  The 
abfencc  of  twice  fo  many  members,  fays  Goodwin 
(on  the  argument  that  the  parliament,  by  whofe  au- 
thority the  high  court  of  juftice  was  ere(5led,  was  no 
true  parliament),  as  were  detained  from  the  houfe  by 
force  doth  not  at  all  maim  its  legitimacy,  nor  difable 
its  legal  authority,  in  refped  of  any  parliamentary  end 

♦  "  Who,  fays  Locke,  (hall  be  judge  whether  his  truftee  or  deputy 
a£bs  well,  and  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  but  he  who  de- 
putes him,  and  muft,  by  having  deputed  him,  have  ftill  power  to 
difcard  him  when  he  fails  in  his  truft  ?  If  this  be  reafon  in  particular 
cafes  of  private  men,  wliy  Ihould  it  be  otherwife  in  cafes  of  the  greateft 
moment,  where  the  welfare  of  millions  is  concerned  ?"  Locke  on  Civil 
Government* 

or 
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Aab.  1648.  or  purpofe  whatfoever.  The  detainment  of  feme  of 
their  members  from  them  by  force  doth  not  aher  ihe 
cafe,  in  refpedl  of  nulling  the  authority  or  parliamen- 
tary power  of  ihofe  who  did  fit,  efpecially  they  not  con- 
fcnting  or  being  acceiTary  to  fuch  their  detainment. 
Suppofe  fome  of  their  members,  employed  by  them  in 
carrying  meflages  or  petitions  to  the  King,  during  the 
time  of  the  wars,  had  been  forcibly  detained  by  him, 
would  fuch  a  reftraint  laid  upon  them  by  the  King  have 
diflblved  the  parliamentary  authority  of  the  houfe  ?" 
No,  it  would  not ;  but  if  the  houfe  had  been  garbled  of 
all  thofe  members  who  were  engaged  in  an  oppofite  in- 
tereft  to  the  King,  and  none  but  his  creatures  permitted 
to  fit,  it  certainly  would:  afTertions  like  thefe,  with- 
out argument,  difgrace  the  caufe  they  were  intended 
to  defend.  A  parliament  under  any  undue  influence 
or  force  can  do  no  conftitutional  ad  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
difputed  whether,  in  a  free  capacity,  the  joint  powers 
of  both  houfes  reach  to  the  warring  with  or  dethron- 
ing their  King  *:  The  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  alle- 
giance t,  every  form  of  law,  are  againft  it.  Sovereignty 

•  The  queflion  here  is  not,  What  is  fit  and  convenient  ?  but, 
'  What  the  forms  of  the  conftitution  prefcribe  ?  Not,  Whether  the 
King,  who,  on  abufe  of  power,  can  only  be  difpoflcfled  of  it  by  ftate 
convulfions  and  civil  contention,  ought  to  be  veiled  with  fovereignty, 
or  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fuppofed  to  be  the  free  elected  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  people,  whofe  members,  on  a  breach  ^ftruft,  can  at  ftatcd 
periods  be  difpoflcfled  of  their  authority,  without  violence,  or  the  in- 
fringement of  the  forms  of  the  conftitution  ? 

•f-  When  the  Commons  declared  themfelves  the  fupreme  authority  of 
the  nation,  they  abolifticd  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance  to 


the  King. 


and 


and  jurifdicflion  over  fovereignty  is  a  contradi(fl:ion  in  Ann.  164?. 
terms  * ;  kid  in  all  the  addrefles  of  the  two  houfes  to 
the  monarch,  far  from  afluming  fuperior  or  equal  {Ra- 
tions in  the  legiflature,  they  acknowledge  a  fubordi- 
nate  inferiority  f. 

To  attempt  the  defence  of  that  eminent  adl  of  juf- 
tice,  the  King's  death,  on  the  narrow  bottom  of  con- 
ftitutional forms,  is  to  betray  the  caufe  of  Liberty, 
and  confound  both  truth  and  reafon.  When  a  fove- 
reign,  by  enlarging  the  limits  of  that  power  with 
which  he  is  vefted  for  the  protedlion  of  the  people, 
weakens  the  authority  of  laws,  and  confequently  the 
fecurity  of- the  fabjedt  ;  when  he  acfls  in  oppofition  to 
the  juft  ends  for  which  government  was  inftituted, 
and  from  a  protecHior  of  the  commonwealth  becomes 
an  enemy  ;  when,  by  breach  of  truft  and  non-per- 
formance of  obligations,  the  good  purpofes  of  his 
inftitution  are  inverted  ;  his  truft  and  right  to  go- 
vernment from  that  period  are  forfeited  |,  the  tie  of  al- 

•  On  the  fide  of  the  cavalier  faflion  were,  in  general,  the  forms  of 
law  i  on  the  fide  of  their  opponents,  magnanimity,  juftice,  fenfe,  and 
reafon. 

-j-  In  the  ftyle  of  fome  very  late  addreflfes,  of  the  colleftive  and  re- 
prefcntative  bodies,  can  hardly  be  difcerned  the  characters  of  a  free 
people, 

J  "  All  power,  fays  Locke,  is  given  with  trull  for  the  attaining  an 
end  ;  being  limited  by  that  end,  whenever  that  end  is  manifeftly  neg- 
leded  or  oppofed,  the  truft  muft  neceflarily  be  forfeited,  and  the 
power  devolve  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  gave  it ;  who  may  place  it 
anew,  where  they  ftiall  think  beft  for  their  fafety  and  fecurity*** 
Lsike,  p.  82. 
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A«B.  164.8.  legiance  is  diflblved,  and  the  law  and  the  conflitution 
being  rendered  incapable  of  affording  the  ft^bjedl  pro- 
tection, he  is  no  longer  bound  by  their  forms  or  dic- 
tates, and  may  juflly,  by  the  right  of  felf-preferva- 
tion,  take  every  probable  mean  to  fecure  himfelf  from 
the  lawlefs  power  and  enierprizes  of  the  tyrant  *. 
It  is  on  thefe  grounds  the  parliament  are  to  be  de- 
fended in  the  war  they  made  on  the  King :  It  is  on 
thefe  grounds  the  army,  as  they  profefs  in  feveral 
declarations,  fupported  their  pretenfions ;  not  as  fer- 
vants  to  the  dictates  of  a  mafler,  but  as  fellow-citi- 
zens in  fupport  of  equal  Liberty.  The  parliament, 
as  watchmen  for  the  commonwealth,  were  to  repre- 
fent  to  the  people  their  danger  :  The  parliament,  as 
eledted  by  the  people  for  the  purpofes  of  guarding 
the  Liberties  of  the  conflitution,  though  not  formally 
invefled  with  the  power  of  oppofmg  by  the  fprce  of 
arms  a  tyrannical  headflrong  prince,  yet  this  power 
being,  by  the  nature  of  their  oflfice,  rationally  im- 
plied, it  was  a  duty  binding  in  confcience  and  in 
honor :  The  parliament,  by  the  advantages  which  the 
pofTcilion  of  part  of  the  authority  of  the  government 

f  ec  "Where  the  body  of  the  people,  fays  Locke,  or  any  finglc 
man,  is  deprived  of  their  right,  or  is  under  the  exercife  of  a  power 
without  right,  and  have  no  appeal  on  earth,  then  they  have  a  liberty 
to  appeal  to  heaven,  whenever  they  judge  the  caufe  of  fufficient  mo- 
ment; and  therefore,  though  the  people  cannot  be  judge,  fo  as  to 
have,  by  the  conflitution  of  that  fociety,  any  fuperior  power  to  deter- 
mine and  give  efFcdivc  fentence  in  the  cafe,  yet  they  have,  by  a  law 
antecedent  and  paramount  to  all  pofitive  laws  of  men,  referved  that 
ultimate  determination  to  themfelves  which  belongs  to  all  mankind, 
where  there  lies  no  appeal  on  earth;  viz.  To  judge  whether  they 
have  juft  caufe  to  make  their  appeal  to  Heaven.     Loch^  p.  347. 
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gave  them,  were  entitled  to  lead  in  the  undertaken  Ann.  164?. 
war  againfl  the  encroachments  of  power;  but  not,  as 
mailers  of  the  community,  to  mould  the  conflitution 
at  their  pleafure,  and  gain  to  themfelves  the  fole  be- 
nefits of  the  conqueft:  The  parliament,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  felf-defence,  on  the  principles  of  equity  and 
reafon,  without  refped  to  conflitutional  forms,  had  a 
right  to  oppofe  the  tyrant  to  the  utmofl:  ;  fo,  upon  the 
fame  principles,  had  the  colle(5live  body  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  fo,  upon  the  fame  principles,  had  any  party  or 
individual  of  the  people.  Exclude  this  pofition,  and 
all  governments  are  equal  tyrannies  ;  the  deflroyera, 
not  the  prefervers  of  the  rights  of  nature. 


Never  any  prince  who  fat  on  the  Englifh  throne 
had  made  greater  innovations  in  the  government  than 
Charles  ;  never  any  prince  had  laid  deeper  fchemes 
againfl  the  freedom  of  the  conflitution  ;  never  any 
prince,  even  to  the  lafl  period  of  his  life,  had  mani- 
fefl:ed  in  his  condudt  lefs  title  to  farther  truft.  The 
parliament,  the  majority  of  whom  were  Calvinifts^ 
againfl  the  fenfe  of  their  fellow-afTociates,  the  army^ 
who  had  borne  the  danger,  the  burthen,  and  heat  of 
the  day,  negledling  or  rather  betraying  the  caufe  of 
equal  Liberty,  on  the  pretence  of  which  they  had  began 
the  contention,  attempted  by  a  coalition  with  the 
King  to  eftablifh  their  own  authority  over,  and  co- 
erce their  religion  upon,  the  people.  The  army,  who 
had  fought  for  Freedom,  not  for  a  change  of  tyranny. 
On  the  faraie  grounds  of  equity  on  which  the  firfl 
quarrel  was  began,  oppofed  their  meafures,  and  over- 
powered their  authority. — Againfl  the  obje(5lion,  That 


/ 


oa 


i 


43<^ 


HISTORY    OF     ENGLAND. 


Ana.  1648.  on  thefe  pofitions  all  government  muft  be  unflable, 
that  good  and  juft,  as  well  as  bad  and  tyrannical, 
would  be  liable  to  be  fhaken  by  the  intercfted  views 
and  giddy  enterprizes  of  a  fadlion,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
fervcd,  that  thefe  objedlions,  though  common,  arc 
weak  and  defigning  ;  the  fears  of  the  frail,  the  ig- 
norant, and  the  wicked :  Government  never  can 
fland  on  better,  never  on  firmer,  never  on  equit- 
able grounds,  than  on  its  good  behavior.  Juft  go- 
vernment will  be  felt,  its  advantages  will  be  feen, 
its  fecurity  will  be  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  its  fubje<fts, 
not  to  be  fhaken  by  the  fantaftic  or  felfifh  ends  of  in- 
dividuals. The  experience  of  all  times  fhews,  that 
the  people  are  with  difficulty  moved  to  afTert  their 
rights,  even  againft  the  moft  obvious,  the  moft  op- 
prcffivc  tyrannies. 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


The  Warrant  for  the  Execution  of  King  Charles  I. 


WHEREAS  Charles  Stewart,  king  of  England,  is,  and  ftandeth  con- 
vidted,  attainted,  and  condemned  of  high-treafon,  and  other  high  crimes ; 
and  fentence  upon  Saturday  laft  was  pronounced  againft  him  by  this  court,  to  be  put 
to  death  by  the  fevering  of  his  head  from  his  body ;  of  which  fentence,  execution  yet 
remaineth  to  be  done  :  Thefe  are  therefore  to  will  and  require  you  to  fee  the  faid 
fentence  executed  in  the  open  ftreet  before  Whitehall,  upon  the  morrow,  being 
the  30th  day  of  this  inftant  month  of  January,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the 
morning,  and  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  with  full  effeft.  And  for  fo 
doing,  this  fhall  be  your  fufficient  warrant.  And  thefe  are  to  require  all  officers, 
foldiers,  and  others,  the  good  people  of  this  nation  of  England,  to  be  affifting 
unto  you  in  this  fervice. 


To  col.  Francis  Hacker,  col. 
Huncks,  and  licut.  col.  Pbray, 
and  to  every  of  ihem. 


Given  under  our  hands  and  feals. 


Sealed  and  fubfcribed  by 


John  Bradfhaw, 
Tho.  Grey, 
Oliver  Cromwell, 
Edward  Whaley, 
Michael  Livcfey, 
John  Okey, 
John  Daovers, 
John  Bourchcr, 
Henry  Ireton, 
Tho.  Malcvcrer, 
John  BUckifton, 
John  Hutchinfon, 
William  Goffe, 
Tho.  Pride, 
Peter  Temple, 


Tho.  Harrifon, 
John  Hufon, 
Henry  Smith, 
Peregrine  Pelham, 
Simon  Meyne, 
Tho.  Horton, 
John  Jones, 
John  More, 
Hardrefs  Waller, 
Gilbert  Millington, 
George  Fleetwood, 
John  Alured, 
Robert  Lilburn, 
William  Say, 
Anthony  Stapeley, 


Richard  Deane, 
Robert  Tichburne, 
Humphrey  Edwards, 
Daniel  Blagrave, 
Owen  Roe, 
William  Purefoy, 
Adrian  Scroope, 
James  Temple, 
Auguftine  Garland, 
Edmond  Ludlow, 
Henry  Martin, 
Vincent  Pottrr, 
William  Conllable, 
Richa'd  In2;"ldfl)y, 
William  Cawley, 


John  Barftead, 
Ifaac  Ewers, 
John  Dixwrll, 
Valentine  Walton, 
Gregory  Norton, 
Tho.  Chaloner, 
Tho.  Wogan, 
John  Vcn, 
Gregory  Clement, 
John  Downs, 
Tho.  Wayte, 
Tho.  Scot, 
John  Carew, 
Miles  Coibet. 
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